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Teaching
communities by
role playing . . .
members of the
Cleto Saporetti
Foundation rural
nutrition education
prograrnme In
Stellenbosch start
wOork when
farmhands come
in from the fields.

icing up the diet _message

. The do’s and dont’s of correct diet can
be a bit dry. One way of spicing up
messages con nutrition for rural com-
mnanities is throngh the inpovative use
of roje playing.

This is being done by members of

the Cleto Saporetti Foundation, which
has developed a rural nutrition eduo-
cation programme serving the entire
Stellenbosch district, an area of
850 sq km.

. “Role playing has been found to be
an effective means of nutrition educa-
tion,” says foundation director Dr
Geraldine Mitton.

Demonstrations are given at clinics
and in farm packsheds to workers
after z hard day in the fields. Perfor-
mances are both entertaining and in-
formative, she says.

The programme promotes healthy
hfestyles and initiates self-help

[4Ls

projects in the community. -

The operational team includes a
doctor, a dietician and four outrition
educators who have completed a di-

- ploma course in nutrition organised

by the House of Representatives.

The nuotrition educators are mem-
bers of the community in which they
work. This is an essential contribution

‘to the programme’s suceess, says Dr

Mitton.

“They understand the commumty’s
needs, and are able to 1dent1fy prob-
lem areas.”

The educators have earned a repu- '

tation as effective lecturers and de-
monstators, and are in great demand
by service organisations, schools and
the Department of Agricuifure,

They have been the sole nutrition
lecturers for the past three years for
the Stelienbosch students health ser-

vice organisation (Uskor). Duﬁng !
1990, more than 70 farms were visited |
by the educators as part of the Uskor ,
rural farm project.

The foundation's vegetable garden
competition for farm werkers has be-
come an annual event, attracting an
increasing number of entries. |

“Gardeners can share or sell their
vegetables to neighbours,” says Dr
Mitton. “Weeding and watering pro-
vide exercise for older members of
the family.”

The Cleto Saporetti Foundatwn
was created in 1986 and is financed
from the estate of the late Cleto Sa-
porette. Its main activities include
research, data collection and the
teaching of all aspects of preventive
health and community nutrition edu-

cation. -
MARIEA SBOROS
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gg;sk business at the Ween-
.en -livestock pound has seen
ﬁ'total of R42 000 paid out to
5t eight white farmers in
e last six months — and
’h#s Ied to bitter complaints
Hamong black stockowners

g&hat they are being robbed.

#3.One Muden farmer im-
ipounded 100 goats and 184 head
{6f.cattle from land he was rent-
‘%gior R10 a year and claimed

T200 in-trespass fees,” ac-

grding to-a report i the news-
t!efter of the Association for
,ural Advancement {(Afra).

: iFreeIanee journalist ¥Fred
§ioekott was commissioned by
wfea to investigate allegations
that profiteering and abuse of
‘Hitfnan rights go hand-in-hand
@nth the impounding of cattle
mhmh stray from the over-
mwded Msinga reserve on to

near Weenen. .

e states that the Weenen
ound reahsed a total of
93 664 id. 1988 and that last
yea: the"Weenen Town Board
gzone claimed more than

5 Gﬂﬁ;n respect of 100 head of
@attle’ and‘,ISB goats that
%&ayed ony to its’ property:

lglakes

arm rs rich®

wﬁy Jo-Anne CongeSmQ\ b\ E%eenen town clerk Louis

Cunha is also pound master. He
provided Kockott with records
showing that expenditure for
the pound — including the
pound master’s salary — was
only slightly below the income
from fees and frespass claims.

“The constant flux of African
catfle from the land and into
the pound has also seen the
emergence of cattle speculators
near to the pound,” the Afra ar-
ticle claims,

*They ecan pick up irnpounded
livestock at good priees, partic-
ularly if the owner is feeling the
pinch of exorbitant frespass
fees, like R200 a beast. Every
day 'the livestock remam at the
pound, the costs accumuIate
and so the owner needs quick
cash to retain some of His live-
stoek. If he cannot pay:fhe fees,
he loses all his ammhls to the
auction.” ’

Afra says the con.fhct aroumd
trespass and mlpounﬂmg is a
manifestation of lani Aunger in
the Msinga area.
tion points out thaf'afte
about 22000 peoplé“and ¢ theu‘
livestock were :emgvedn?
the white farfns- near“Wéenen

g2Wh re’ they had lived for gen-

& “Werations as labour tenants.
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_
Black farmer buried

JE—

= u
in AWB territory:

' ) vy 1
WEALTHY Tembisa busén%smalei %harli o\lct}i was
buried yesterday on the Delmas farm he bought in the
heart of AWE ferritory six months ago.

Mr Moloi, 61, who began his working tife as a cattie
herder, caused a stiv in the small conservative district
when he bought the farm Witklipbank from former
AWE commandant Bill Ruthven in July,

One of Mr Molof's white neighbours, Mr Kobus
Snyman, 36, who attended the foneral, said he was
shocked that “the old man” had died so suddenly.

“He was a happy man and I had a very good

- relationship with him. Iam a CP member and did not

mind in the least when he bought the farm next to me.
“Puring the past six months I had a better relation-
ship with hirn than I bad with the previous owner. 'm
sad he will not be here to bring in his harvest in July.
«pfter the last harvest he allowed me fo graze my
cattle on his land for nothing.”




Crime Staff

Free State farmers areé
fighting baek against vie-
lent crime. ,

An intricate system of
self-defence procedures

| adopted by the farmers after

. Were

\
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f prutal attacks has

killing of one rob-
pery suspect and the arrest
of two others.

The arrested suspects
handed over 0 police
yesterday. ‘Two of them had
been badly assaulted by
farmers in {he wake of the
weekend attack on Hans
pienaar (77) and his wife Jo-
hanna (76} on their farm
Crootgewag in the Verkeer-
devlei district.

A% the time of going to
press, the SAP liaison sec-
tjon in Blo emfontein had not
confirmed whether a murder
docket had been opened to
investigate the death of one
of the arrested suspects.

According to one police
spokesinan, no arrests had
been made in this regard.

The self-defence system,
using citizen hand radio, was
introduced after the killing
two weeks age of local farm-
er Willie Enge}brecht (71),
daughter ena:Smil. (30) "End

Michelle

distriet. = -

Tarlier; Captain Johlene
vam der‘MerWe'said Mr
Pjengar was attacked by
four men yesterday.

Mr ‘Piengar and @ worker
Jacoh Momnga were busy

“Beitie (69), HiS:.

milking when four med at-
tacked him. He fought back
as they tried to tie him up-
They demanded money and
dragged him towards the
farmhouse.

One of the four, armed
with a gun, went to the house
ahead of the others. Mrs
Pienaar saw the robber ap-
proaching ana fetched her
revolver but was shot in the
arm before she could open

e

As she ran to the tele-
phone, one of the men pulled
the cord from the wall.

The robbers then fled. Two
of the gang escaped in
Pienaar's bakkie while two
others fled on foot in the
direction of a neighbouring

Neighbouring farmer
Manie Bornman and his son
Dries managed o0 stop the
bakkie and arrest the two
men in it.

The town's Inayocr, JL Vi
vier, alerted on the citizen
band radio, was responsible
for arresting a third suspect.

All three suspects were
taken into police custody and
two of them received roedi-
cal attention, but onie of
them later died from injuries
received during his arrest.

_ Senior police officers, in-
' cludjijg_"Maj_or-Gegv‘eral Ter-
tins Galitz, mrept-ty the scene

o oyestefdays &=

General Calitz said two of
the three suspects were’
handed over at the local po-
Tice station by farmers. They
had been badly peaten. One
of themn later died 25 2 resuit
of his injuries, he said.
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R17-m help
scheme for
drought city

'-PORT ELIZABETH. — A
:B17 million emergency water
'scheme fo supply water from
‘the Orange River to Port Eliz-
abeth comes into operaiion te-
) lulqa el
4~Restrictions on water usage
will not be relaxed, however,
‘s there will be a correspund—
ing cut in supply from the Paul
Saner Dam, the cxtys main
supply dam which \ls~ now 14
percent below eapac:ty
*The temporary emergency

seheme is already in‘gperation
in:Uitenhage and D&s_‘ggtch.

‘Assistant cily engineer Mr
Tom Proudlock said-the two
towns had received water from
the projeet from early Mareh.

-He said there had' ‘Heen some
mechanical problems as well
‘as’complaints: abnut‘the Ingh
chlorine. level§ m 2 iy i

water “had to he:p' perly
infepfed”. - -’ ‘

The scheme was’ ecmplete,ﬁ
after contmumg drought rés
duced: ‘he. cxtys anain suppl
dam Ievels consnde iy :

e
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Rich states blamed as T

St A1}

A former Oxfam din‘actor has accused the European Community of putting

HE ENORMOUS support

payments that Europe’s
taxpayers and consumers
make to EC farmers are a
major contributor to poverty
and famine in the Third
World, the recently retired
director of Britain's leading
foreign aid charity said this
week.

Lord Judd. director of

. | Oxfam until the end of last

-| year and a Labour Party peer,

told the Oxford Farming Con-
ference that farm policies in
Europe and the United States
were ruining the livelihood of
peor farmers in the develop-
ing world. They had led to
crop surpluses being dumped
on world markets at low
prices, often undercutting the
prices Third World farmers
needed to make a living.

The EC and other wealthy

up trade barriers to exclude the Third World, reports NICHOLAS SCHOON.

nations had also put up trade
barriers which made it diffi-
cult for developing countries
to export to the West.

The Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) was set up to
prevent farmers deserting the
countryside and ensure Eu-
rope grew encugh food to give
it security, said Lord Judd.
“But the impact of subsidised
exports discourages agricul-
tural production and under-
mines food security in Third
World eountries.”

An example of this was the
dramatic fail in international
sugar prices in the mid-1980s,
caused, he said, by protection-
ist farm policies in the US and

EC. This price collapse had
led to calls to Oxfam for
emergency aid to the cane
sugar regions in the Philip-
ines,

“At the time Oxfam was
heavily involved in the famine
relief effort in Ethiopia. It
was hard to accept that there
could be a parallel problem of
widespread starvation on an
agricniturally fertile tropical
island — hard to believe that
our trading system was so dis-
torted it could force almost
prosperous farmers into star-
vation,” Lord Judd said.

This kind of hardship fol-
lowed from the CAP’s one un-
doubted success — enormous-

ly boosting food production in
Europe. The 12 nations now in
the EC imported pearly 4 mil-
lion tons of sugar a year in
1987, he said. Guaranteed high
prices, intervention purchases
and import levies changed ail
that. By the mid-1980s, when
the international market col-
lapsed, the Community was a
pet exporter of nearly 4,5 mil-
lion tons of sugar.

Lord Judd said there should
be one law for the poor and
another for the rich. While de-
veloped nations should ne
longer be allowed to protect
their home markets, develop-
ing countries should. “Third
World countries should be al-

lowed to protect their fragile
food production industries
until they aiso achieve food

-security.”

At present, one in three peo-
ple in developing nations did
not have enough to eat, he
added. “The gap between rich
and poor is growing. But fam-
ine will not be ended without
more accountable, democratic
governments with the will to
tackle poverty.”

Professor David Harvey, of
Newcastle University, said re-
forms that attempted to keep
high food prices in Europe
were doomed to failure. “If
the electerate wants to sup-
port farmers on small farms,
they should be subsidised
directly, not by giving them
subsidised prices for their pro-
duce,” he said. — The Indepen-
dent News Service. 0
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Africa must increase food production, says World Bank

Technbﬁbgy can avert a nightm;

senior World Bank official
has called for a doubling of

food production in Africa fo avert .
a “nightmare scenario” brought.

about by population pressure, en-
vironmental destruction and the
stagnation of agriculture.

At a meeting of the Special Pro-
gramme for African Agricultural
Research (Spaar) held in Rome,

Edward Jaycox, regional vice- -

president for Africa, said- food
production must increase by an

g ali]) .
said, “but the rate of change in-

agrienitural technology has also
to be speeded up enormously”. :

To meet these goals, Spaar rep-
resentatives agreed to move
ahead with a comprehensive plan
of agricultural research and en-
vironmental protection in the
countries of the Sahel region.

Research efforts are to be con-
centrated in Mali, Burkina Faso -

" and Senegal to help boost produc-

average of 4percent a year o -

meet the region’s needs.
Production is currently increas-
ing at only 2 percent a year.

Something has to be done about

population growth in Africa, he

tion of sorghum.

A similar plan has been drawn
up to assist war-torn Mozambique
and Apgola work out their agri-
cultural research priorities. Bo-

' tswana, Lesotho, Namibia, Swazi-

T

rate on the research.
Over the last 30 years, agricul-

: tural growth in sub-Sgharan Afri-

ca has averaged only 2 percent
annuaily, while the population has
grown at about 3,1 percent a year.

'land and Zimbabwe will collabo-

Most of the growth in agricul-

tural production has come from
egpanding cultivable areas. But
cultivable land is increasingly
limited, and future growth will
depend on increasing production
on avaitable land, requiring im-
proved farming techniques and
modern technology.

According to a Spaar statement,

Africa’s technological base is in-

adequate to meet the region’s
needs.

Some progress has been made
in the last decade, but Africa
peeds to develop mew crops and
farming systemns which reduce de-
forestation and reverse the declin-
ing fertility on croplands.

Representatives of 20 multila-
terat and bilateral aid agencies, 12
African countries and 18 regional
organisations participated in the
Rome meeting.

- Spaar was established in 1985

by a group of aid donors con-
cerned about the failure of Afri-
can agricultural production to
keep pace with the region’s rapid
population growth. 0
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Goedger

The black farmers of
Goedgevonden are being made to
feel like intruders as they wait for

an appeal against their eviction
from land they used to farm.
By LINDA RULASHE

HE black farming community

of Goedgevonden near

Ventersdorp in the Western

Transvaal is being denfed a new
lease on life.

The land from which they were
removed in 1978 has been leased to
white farmers for as little as 17c a
hectare by the Department of
Agricuitural Development and the

community’s claim {o it is now being §

contested in court.

However, until the Appeliate

Division decides whether to uphold a
supreme court decision to have them §
evicted, the black community will be
made to feel as if they are intruders.

The area in which they have set up
their zine shacks has been cordoned
off with barbed wire and a roadblock,
only open between 8am and Gpm, has
been set up. Access is allowed only fo
residents whose names are checked
off a list, which has resulted in a few
scuffles with department guards.

The department wili not extend
opening hours and this has made it
nearly impossible for some communi-
ty members to get fo and from work or
for relatives and friends to visit.

So far no serious incidents have
occurred since Iast May’sattack when
1 000 farmers destroyed 13 shacks,
vandalised and looted the returness’
property and injured 2 number of
them. An interdict against the AWB,
whaose headquarters are in the town,
has been granted. ’

The attack came one month after the
community moved back to the land
from Bophuthatswana, where they
had been removed to farmland at
Vrischgewaagd and Gannapan.

In Goedgevonden, the agriculture
depariment has refused to allow the
community to plough or to improve
their houses. To doso would be to cre-
ate a “permanent situation”. The
department says it will “maintain the
status quo” by forbidding any

evonden Wa1ts in lgbo

- -— Depariment

THE WEEKLY MAIL.January 1

of  Agricultural

Development and Development Aid,

church people and community repre-
sentatives.

However, these discussions are not
proceeding smoothly.

According to a Trac report, the last
negotations were characterised by a
degree of “unreasonableness” on the
pari of the government in its persis-
tence not to improve conditions at
Goedgevonden.

Chairman of the state’s negotiating
team Gillis de Waal said only that
there were still quite a number of hur-
dles which had to be crossed.

Future in the balance ... Goedgevonden
community members conternplate thelr fate

improvements to living conditions or
homes.

‘While the department has provided
running water and medical services,
Geoff Budlender of the Pretoria Legal
Resources Centre said of the govem-
ment’s cbstinacy over the other issues:
“This is a reflection of how govern-
ment wants to freeze the situation.”

Field wotkers from the Intemnationat
Red Cross and the Transvaal Rural
Action Commitiee (Trac) are the only
relief organisations that have been
granted permission to assist the com-
munity.

The South African Red Cross
Society was originaily not allowed

food had to be passed through the
fence where the roadblock is situated.

“At least they treated us better in
Bophuthatswana,” said William
Mgcina, whose grandparents, buried
in the old graveyard, once owned
grazing fields in the area. “In
Bophuthatswana my three children
could go to school and my cattle were
able to graze but now that {s impossi-
ble.”

Mgcina — a miner in Rustenburg —

Photo: GUY ADAMS

has had to pay people in
Bophuthatswana to look after his live-
stock and poultry.

Ficlds on which the Goedgevonden
community originaily planted their
crops is now being farmed by seven
white farmers.

“Where they have planted is our
land,” said Roselina Mokwena (64)
bitterly as she retnembered her days as
a young wife who often ploughed the
fields. )

Lettie Jacob (66) said: “ wanted to
fix my house the other day because
when it rained, it got flooded and the
furniture was being destroyed. But

Jhey refused. We wantour land back.”
access fo the farm and medical aid or

The Goedgevonden community
dates back to 1947 when black people
settled and started ploughing there.
The land was owned by the South
African Development Trust and, as
was common in such areas, the people
regarded the land as their own
although they may not have been the
formal owners.

Negotiations are taking place among
lawyers from the Pretoria Legal
Resources Centre — which represents
the community — officials from the

Representatives of the families have
had to deal with officials who have a
history of opposing the community’s
interests,

Even though these officials may be
talking a new language, their decisions
reflect their old prejudice.

This became clear in the fundamen-
tally different starting points that the
two negotiating teams have adopted.

The Goedgevonden people believe
that any solution must begin from
Goedgevonden. It must be a political
decision in principle to ailow the peo-
ple’s return, and thereafter the agricul-
tural viability and support for off-farm
activities could be considered.

The government, by contrast, began
by wanting to remove the people again
to Bophuthatswana. Thereafter, they
felt a solution based on principles of
“agricultural productivity” could be
found: people who knew only white
farming would decide what was pro-
ductive and they would select those
who would be allowed back.

The government has rejected any
propesals regarding a mixed form of
farming in which part of the members
of the community would be involved
in communal grazing and share crop-
ping while another is involved in ofi-
farm employment.

The report concludes the rest of the
community witl either have to remain
in the homeland, or move on to “site
and service schemes” in urban areas,
which means they would effectively
become urban squatters.

There is also the question of the rest
of the community — who tried to fol-
low but were turned away at the road-
black. They are still waiting in
Bophuthatswana.

The next set of discussions are
scheduled for January 15.
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By Mckeeq Kotlol
Pretoria Buorean @

Monday night’s bombing of

ong Farm School, mnear
Warmbaths, wilg not affect the
education of the children, says
the Department of Educatign
and Training,

The schgol, Situated between
Vaalwyateriand i ras, is gne
of several empty white schools
to be"oecupied by black pupils
under the DET.

A spokesman for the northern
Transvaal region of the DET,

Thomas Kekana, saig extensive
damage had heen caused to the
buildings, pyut the department
Would soon start with Tepairs.

Mr Kekana saig the incident
would not affect learning in the
rea since the children would
coniinne with classes at their
old mud schoo} until Marong
was ready for Teoccupation,

School bo}{lﬁgllz but learslfﬁlﬂg fg&(g?m
e _

Although a numper of explo-
sives were placed at the school,
Including {he principal’s resi.
dence, only those placed at the
main building expladed.
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more farmers were being '

~frustrated and bitter,

one to put his life on the
line for the sake of arrest-
ing someone”,

meeting, the regional com-
missioner of police, Major-
..General Tertivs Calitz, an-

Flashpoint as
warning goes
out: “We’ll ¢

S | Tamiy
shoot t

farm on Sunday.

Police opened a murder docket in connection with
the death of one of the suspects. With talk of farmers
taking the law into their own hands, a police general
was brought in from Bloemfontein on Friday to address

a packed meeting in the
Verkeerdevlei town hall. |
The president of the
Free State Agricultural |}
Union, Dr Pieter Gous,"
warned this week that Ver-
keerdevlei was a micro-
cosm of what was happen-
ing throughout the

province.

Bitter

Describing the attacks
on farmers as “the begin-
ning of anarchy”, he said

killed in South Africa than
were lost during the bush
war in Zimbabwe,

He said;farmers were,

“They want to get on |
with "their work, but are
preyented from doing so by
criminals who act as if
they know nothing much
can happen to them.”

Br Gous said he did not o
approve of people taking | .

the *law into their own
hands, but at the same
time, “I don't expect any-

Speaking at Friday’s

Zl | \ 11{-. 11’

HREE days before Christmas, something
went horribly wrong in the tiny Free State
town of Verkeerdevlei.
community’s best-loved residents, his wife, ~.
daughter and grand-daughter were gunned
down in a farmhouse close to town.

That was shocking enough. But the alleged killer’s
claim in court a few days later that he had done it to
“kill apartheid” was enough to ignite a mood of anger
among farmers and the 70 or so residents of the town.

The bitterness reached flashpoint this week when
police launched an investigation into the actions of the
town’s leading farmers — including the head of the
local agricultural association — who came to the
rescue of an elderly couple who were attacked on their

One of the placid

plan, He warned farmers
of their rights to self-
defence and said firearms
had to kept in-a locked safe.

Calm

General Calitz said the
meeting had been “in a
good spirit”, but one farm-
er stormed out saying:

| “They keep the farmers out

of work and then they talk
rubhish.”

The chairman of the
Verkeerdevlei Agricul-
tural Association, Mr
Manie Bornman, refused to
discuss his involvement in
the death of the suspect.

However, he added that
farmers in the area were
not “panic-stricken”.

“We are completely
calm, but we are pre-
pared,” he said.

i

NO TRESPASSE

nounced increased patrols |
of access roads to farms [

and a new, secret safety

iy
RN

Mr Bornman said the
community had been

" shocked by the recent

attacks, but “our hearis
and homes are in Verkeer-

 devlei and we are here 1o

stay”.

He said he had received
calls from all over the
country offering help.

Farmers in the town
were tight-lipped this
week, claiming that the

tmedia had shown more
interest in the death of an
attacker than the killing of
helpless farmers.

Dr Gous said he did not

S . .. farmer Jan Viljoen says he has
lost more than 200 sheep to Lesotho stock thleves

_ Reports: PETER MALHERBE Pictures: COBUS BODENSTEIN

believe economic condi-
tions were behind the
crime wave against far-
mers.

“If someone is hungry,
he might steal a sheep —
but there’s no economic
reason to brutally attack

eople. That's barbarle and
nhuman,” said Dr Gous,

“The farmers are start-
ing to think they are pawns
in a political game. They
have a perception that they
are considered small fry,
and that very little is being
done to protect them.

“Unless something is

)
v ]

done to correct this per-
ception, things will get
worse. The farmers are jit-
tery. When they were sol-
diers on the border, they
knew who to fight. Now
they don't know who the
enemy is.”

Dr Gous said farmers
should receive protection
in the form of radic access
o the armed forces, secur-
ity fences around farm-
houses and daily police
calls on farms.

While the situation in
Verkeerdevlei shows little
sign of setiling down, far-

TOLERANCE: Headmaster Blackla Swart s

mers in the Ladybrand/ }

Clocolan area nearby have
declared war on thieves
they say are crossing the
Caledon River from Le-
sotho and stripping their

farms of stock and equip- §

ment.

They said this week that
they would “shoot to kill”
any tresspassers on their
properties.

Dogs

A farmer on the border,
Mr Jan Viljoen, estimated
he had lost more than 200
sheep to thieves from Le-
sotho.

Matters had improved
since the border fence was
erected a few years back,
but criminals still found it
easy to slip into South
Africa.

“If I cateh someone on
my property, I'll shoot himy
stone dead. They can'
touch me,” Mr Viljoen said.

Like his neighbours, he ish
fortifying his homestead
and plans to erect high
security fences with
trained killer dogs on 244
hour patrol. He will alsc
install a two-way radio.




. Mr David MNel. 40, and his mother,
Mrs Tina Nel, 70, outside their house

THE scrapping of the Group
Areas Ac! has fefd the tiny
villaze of Prince Alfred
Hamlet defenceless

Villagers fear that now
the acr is gone. they will fi-
nalls have to abandon hopes
af owning their homes. near
the rvra: 1own of Ceres in
the Kousbiekkeveid north-
east of Cape Toun

For years theyv have
sought way< to secure their
Fights to land and housing
— with the scrapping of the
act. the gains they have
made have ail been rolled
back

All B8 houses are present-
v owned by the villagers’

iy
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TO NOQWHERE | .. The main road through the

Victim, of the

2
8y ZUBEIDA JAFFER

ing two major farming com-
panies — Du Teits and
Ceres Aartappelc Bul the
land on which the houses
stand was fustorically crown
land and 58 houses :ull
stand on erown land

With the act gone. the way
is open for the land to be
gun:hased by the highest
idder and the workers just
cannot compete

When local priest Rever-
endJan Groenewald armived
inthe village nine vears aen
he found an aclion commy!-
tee fighting for the viliage to
be deciared & Coloured
area

This was not 1n order (e
entrench a coloured nation-
alism but to prevent the
white farming companies
from purchasing the land It

and

Repre:e;nlah\es
worked with them sa1d Res

Groenewald. ~They prom.
1sed that once the area was
precizimed coloured. they
wouid buy over the huyuses
renovate them and sell or
rent them to the peapie
This is what se wanted " he
sard

In November 1988. the
area was Ninzlly proclaimed
— they sighed %11 relief —
certain that this would he
the first step tawards even-
tually winning the right to
purchase the land and own
their houses

They conlinved to negati-
ate with the House of Repre-
sentafives and the local
municipaliy te sork oul
practical ways to solve their
problem. ~While the negoti.
atighs were going on in
1950. tkere was a kind of
maratonium on eviclions,”

CHILDREN IN WAITIN

said Rev Groenewald "But
last February. we were in-
formed that the House of
Representatives did not
kave the muney lo assist us
and negotiations broke
down.” he said.

In desperation. they met
with the ANC which joined
their march to the local
munitipality at the end of

FAMILY FEARS ... William and Jacobs Gors with

their child in tha kitchen of their home

sERAN L

troubled village of Prince Alfred Hamlet Pictures: AMBROSE PETERS

new SA

... Mrs Rachel Qliphant and her children, from ieft,
Reginald and Harald, both 7. and one-year-old Randal outside their house

April last vear

They marched to demand
that the land be sold to the
oecuplers of the houses. that
new plots be made available
[or purchase. that the exist-
ing houses be valeed by an
independent institution

Since their protest action,
new plots have been made
available and mote than 56
kave so far been bought at
prices ranging from R250 to
R3 000

But the future of those
who occupy the existing
houses in Prince Alfred re-
mains untertam. They may
be destined to ljve in houses
owned by the farmers who
employ them, en land which
they may never own

This, savs the civie teader
of the ne:phbourimg settle-
ment of Belle Vista MeJohn
Schuurman. will reinforce
the weakened bargaining
position these workers find
themseives in.

“They are in 2 difficult po-
sition when 1t comes to bar.
eaining for better working
canditions since they de.

end on the farmer for their

cusing’ he sawd.

“The peopte want housing
1o be separated from em-
ployment.” he said.

*They want protection but
1key are not sure how to get
it.” he said

Lacal Town Clerk. Mr
Swanepoel whose coancil

administers Prince Alfred
Hamlet. has demied that
houses and land will be seld
t0 b1z compames He <ays
that his council dnided the
land into erfs in order '
make i1 possible for the pre
sent residents to purchase
| do not see any problem
with this,” he said ~The
problem is that the state
romised these people
oans and now at the fast
maoment the hzvp rome
said they have no money
The only way nut for theae
people was Lo fight with the
mihisters responsible for
belp with loans. he sawd
The Perszona: Man
Du Toir's Frud, Mr
san Dyk. savs his eompany (-
witling W seil the hocees 1
the workers.
“Weare currentiv:
wilh the Indeperdisn
velopmenl Trust to <ee f
they cannaot help with den?
apment of the toun |u .«
easy for a company tv huiid
a group of houses bul 1f thes
15 1o be divided up then
roads have to be provided
and cther standards have in
met.” he said
Confirmatjon by both the
town clerk and nne of the
major employes bodies own-
ing the bouses that they are
commitied to selling the
houses lo the occupants will
go a lang way 1o allaying the
fears of these cillagers

o
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}A WAR of words has
broken out in the eastern
‘Transvaal over a claim by
17-year-old Vusumuzi
‘Phungwayo that he was
assaulted and tortured by

Monday last week,

difference over the day

pupil in Rooikop, a trust
area in Driefontein -
claims he was abducted
around 10 pm on Monday
December 30 while he
was walking home.

He alleged he was sub-
sequently
stock theft and tortured
for nine hours by farmer

son-in-law, Jan Martiens,
on the farm Langver-
wacht.

He maintains he was
handed to police around
9 am the next day.

However, police said
the two farmers alleged
the vouth sustained his
injuries on Tuesday after-
noon when a dog bit him
as he tried to escape when
found near their sheep.

The potice said he was
onlv handed to them after
4 pm.

Phungwayo said the po-
lice locked him up with-
out giving any reasons.

He alleged to City
Press that he was repeat-
edly assaulted by the two
‘ farmers on Monday night
before he was taken to a
.workshop on their farm.

He claimed that when
he insisted he was inno-
cent the two farmers
sjambokked him and
‘hung him by the neck
from a rafter. He fainted.
' “When 1 regained con-
sciousness, water was

two farmers at Driefon- £
tein near Piet Retief on

The row surrounds a §
and time of Phungwayo's iz

arrest and alleged assault. (5
Phungwavo - a Std 6 |

accused of [

Tienaar Botha and his [&

2} ,. L ,i'
DIFFERENT V

worshop where he alleges he was tortured.

poured over me and
Botha said I would die if I
didn’t tell the truth. He
then left and came back
with a dog, which bit
me,” he said.

He was then dangled
from the rafter by his

hands and sjambokked
again.

He said after 2 am on
Tuesday, he was put into
a plastic bag filled with
water, manacled to a trac-
tor and left for the night.

He alleged Botha

ERSIONS ... Vusumuzi Phungwayo points to the farm

H Plc: ANDRIES MCINEKA

feiched him in the morn-
ing, made him wash un-
der a tap, and puarded
him until two policemen
arrived at 9 am.

“ took the police to the
spot where | was picked
up. and they then brought

me back to the farm. The
white policeman left his
black colleague guarding
me in the van and spent a
long time in the farm-
house before T was taken
to a doctor in Wakker-
stroom.”

The doctor did not
check him, but gave him
tablets and cream. He
was then taken to the Dir-
kiesdorp Police Station
and locked up.

He spent New Year's
Dav in the cells, and was
taken to court the next
day without being
charged. He was released
on R300 bail.

Rooikop businessman
Eunice Kajee, who em-
ploys Phungwayo, said
when he heard that the
youth had been arrested
he went to the police sta-
tion.

“The police could not
tell me what Phungwayo
had been charged with,
and would not et me see
him. They refused my
bail offer. I then engaged
a lawyer because I was
concerned after hearing
he had been assaulted,”
Kajee said.

Kajee added that when
Phungwavo appeared in
court on Thursdav he was
injured and wastakentoa
doctor in Piet Retief.

Doctor RA Goolam's
report noted that apart
from several bruises,
Phungwayvo's right eve
was injured, and a mark
on his neck was consistent
with having been hung.
He noted other injuries to
his right wrist, knee, pe-
nis, chest and back.

Police said they were
investigating charges laid
by Phungwayo against
the two farmers.

Phungwayo has since
been charged with tres-
spassing, and will appear
in court on Thursday.

]
|
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flock to join school

AS FARMERS threaten
war in Verkeerdevilei, the
Free State’s first non-racial
scheol — at Tweesprait,
S0km to the south-easi — is
enrolling pupils of all races.

A former whites-only
agrienltural school, the
“Model D” Tweesprait High
School officially opens on
Wednesday.

History was made this
week when an excited
crowd of prospective pupils
wrote their entrance exami-
nations. It was “standing-
room only” in the school
hall.

Ironically, farmers in the
eastern Free State were
directly responsible for the
apening of the non-racial
sehool.

The chairmasn of the
Ladybrand Farmers Asso-
ciation, Mr Jan van der

Berg, said ke had written to
the eduocation anthorities
saying there was a dire need
for the school as farm
schools only went to Std 5
and then children were
forced to move to the cities
to confinue their education,

“I think ali the farmers
will support the move as the
schoo! weuld have closed
down otherwise. We must
use gur common sense, The
greatest need is a sehool”

Headmaster Blackie
Swart described the school’s
epening as exeiting and said
there had been no threats
from right-wingers.

Kippie van Vuuren,
the father of twin boys who
will be attending the school,
said he did not mind his
children studying alongside
black pupils.

“We mmst learn to live
fogether,” ke said.
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deserted

MASS migration from the platteland
to the cities has left small towns like
Wolrnaransstad and Swartruggens
with empty schools and closed shops,
and uneasy townspeople who see the
death of their communities in every
departing white face,

Ontvoiking {(depopulation) is an oft-
used word in these towns, especially
among older pecple.

“There is nothing for the young —
no work, no opportunities,” says
Wolmaransstad shop owner Piet
Venter.

However, the situation may not
always be as bad as it seems. The
inhabitants of mining town Stilfon-
tein thought their town would die
with the closing of the Stilfontein gold
raine. But while the town is quiet, it is
far from dead. Rents and real estate
prices are low, hut there are few
houses for sale

“Business is quiet but that’s just the
recession,” one shopkeeper said, add-
ing that although about 5 0600 workers
had been dismissed from the mine,
there were other mines in the area.

When people fret over dwindling
nurnbers, they think of whites, not
blacks, says Groot Marice’s Santa
van Bart. With backing from the
Manpower Depariment and some
local farmers, she has started uplift-
ment programmes for farmworkers
and their families.

The region is totally dependent on
farmers, and the locals have suffered
as a result of the tough times, Van
Bart says.

Farmer Koos Swart says about
32000 black people depend on the
survival of the farming community.

The local primary school has only
54 pupils. There is no high school and

small towns
B

/ PAUL ASH

children must go to boarding school
in Rustenburg or Zeerust.

Opportunities for black children in
the Marico region are even more
limited. Most attend farm schools,
but the highest grade they can
achieve is Std 4. A few make it to the
school at Swartruggens, which teach-
es up to Std 7.

“Most of the population in the re-
gion are illiterate and backward as a
result,” says Van Bart

While she received “a bit of a cold
shoulder at first”, Van Bart’s pro-
gramme has been fairly successful. A
number of farmers have provided
facilities for various training
courses, including needlework and
first aid.

The courses are open to everyone.
A racially mixed group is learning
peedlework, showing that integration
is starting to happen, she says.

There are four training centres
spread out among the farms and Van
Bart is considering refurbishing the
town's Saamwerk Hall for use as a
large traiming facility.

Van Bart hopes to generate income
to support upliftment projects and
she has linked a tourist initiative to
the development programime.

Yan Bart and husband Egbert have
started Marico Bosveld Tours, which
operates every second Saturday.
Visitors can tour the tobacco route or
the Mampoer Trail. Both routes take
visitors into the commumnity, where
they meet the locals. Farmers
provide accommodation and food,
and so henefit directly from the
tourism.
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THOUSANDS of
“sguatters’’ at
Majakaneng in the
Brits district plan to
stay away from work
today in protesi
against an ualtimatum
to evacuate the area or
face forced removal.
Pamphlets issued in the
name of the Transvaal Pro-
vincial Administration
have wamed the estimaled
1 4060 families occupying
the farm - owned by a group
of black larmers - 1o leave

Sowetan
Carrespondent

the arca hy loday or thetr
“illegal structures™ would
he removed without fur-
Lher notice.

The pamphicts say:
“The land is good for agri-
culture and notl switable
for Tulere establishment
of lowas.””

But vesierday the TPA
denicd knowledge of the
eviclion order.

The occupants of the
farm claimed their pres-
etee was legal. Sume pro-

B
7
b

duced receipts refecling
the amounts they had paid
to the landowners as depos-
its 1o stay there.

The amounts range be-
iween R0 and R240.

“We are paving imonthly
rentals to the landowners
even if we do not have basic
[actlities such as water sup-
ptics and schools for our
children.”” one tenant said.

They claimed they were
also made to pay R15 for
waler, a RS bunal fee and
RI0 for school buildings
before they could move in.

lers
t order

to

3 e

Local civie association
chairman Mr Shadrack
Muathunsi said the landown-
ers had assured the tenants
al a meeting on September
2 last vear that they would
be regarded as permanent
residents. The assurance
followed attempts by some
owners to evicl lhem.

A epanment of Devel-
opment Aid official con-
firmed the ultimatum. He
said the squatters should
apply for sites at Letlhabile
and Hartcbhecsfontein
townships.
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;{Karmers are facing their
i biggest disaster in years as
a-freak drought turns some
dreas info arid dustlands
uring what is normally the
wettest month of the season.
The extended drought, with a
heat wave which shows no sign
of abating, has already devas-
;1 iated hectares of crops in the
ii'—]};‘ansvaal and Free State —
and i goed rains do not set in
iiwithin the next week, hardly
i any crops will survive,
{1 It is understood that some
| farmers have already begun ap-
i plying to the Government’s di-
: | saster fund to bail them out.
¢ The Natiopal Maize Pro-

;: ducers’ Organisation (Nampo)
-1 has warned that a_ widespread
it failure of the maize crop conld
“tlresult in a serious shortage of
.| maizemeal — a staple food for
+the poor and underprivileged.
"nNampo acting manager Giel
Fqven Zyl said: “If we don’t have
i 8004 Tain in the next few days,
+f:j'there will be extensive devasta-
“ition to crops and ;grazing pas-
; Turé which will testlt in dozens

[ = e g
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Farmers face
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The farmers worst hit are
those in the northern and north-
eastern Transvaal, where only
19 percent of the normal rain-
fall count for the seasen has
fallen,

However, the whole Trans-
vaal, north and north-eastern
Free State, north-eastein Nata]
and far Northern Cape have alt
had helow average rainfall —
and are suffering excessive,
moisture draining heat.

“Farmers are fearing great
losses. The sitnation is eritical
The heat wave meant thit the
wheat crop was harveste;:i two
weeks early and the yield was
below average,” said manager
of the Free State Agricultural
Union, Lullu de Jager. -

PFarmers in several areas

gathered for church services
yesterday to pray for rain.
@ Midway through this month,
the PWV has only had 2%mm of
rain which is well down on the
132mm long-term average for
the month, .

Dams in the Vaal s§stem
which supply the PW¥-region
are slightly down from'72,9 per-
cent last week fo 72,6 percent,
which is still above the 67 per-
cent level for the Vaal, Sterk-
fontein, "Blogmhof and Wood-
stock dams this time Iast year.

) | of insolvencies.”
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Trust is 10 acquir

Lﬁ%; \‘b\l\]\hls year con-

THE lndependem Dcvelopment Trust ¥

centrate on acquiring land to help poor black com-
munities build homes,

Or the RL,5 billion ia the kitty, nearly 61 percent
;7 has gone to housing. The IDT has decided om a tight
. focus, choosing to spend its money in three main ways:
@ R750 million on seliing uwp 2 capital subsidy
, scheme, the IDT’s biggest programme, for the develop-
ment of rearly 100 000 new serviced sites that will ac-
commodate about 700 (00 people;

@ R102,1 miilion to the promotion of ongoing devel-
opment in informal settlements; and

JOLYON NUTTAL

e land fé%rgi

[ By JOSHUA RABOROKO

@ R46,6 million on the setting up of the IDT Financ
Corporation, through which the trust is developing new
forms of housing finance for the poor.

IDT’s director of community affairs, Mr Jolyon Nut-
tal, said the capital subsidy scheme accounts for just
half of all IDT funds set aside so far. It covers 108
projects, of which nearly two-thirds will be new setile-
ments. ‘

‘The money will pay for the development of serviced
sites for a total of 100 000 of South Africa’s poorest
families. An average of R7 500 a site has been set.

o0r

With building cost high and incomes low, the scheme
would be able to help many poor people build homes.
The scheme had brought many new actors into the
business of providing homes and there would clearly be
a lot of activity EhES year because of the chance 1o use

DT funds.

He added that the scheme would increase the coun-
ry’s ability to provide suitable and affordable homes,
especially among the poor communities.

*“We are serving the poor - some of them earning less
than R1 000 - and hope that the scheme will stimulate a
lot of interest in the home building market,”” he said.




BRIEFING

The Star

OFT OVERNIGHT rain yes-

terday brought scant relief
to the parched Springbok Flats
in the northern Transvaal, as
farmers in the area continue to
live out a precarious existence.

Johannes Murphy, a sprightly
78-year-old cattle farmer, has
made his living since 1958 on a
small 159 ha piot, 20 km outside
Naboomspruit.

During that time he has
watched the area become pro-
gressively more arid.

“When I first came here the
harvests were so good we stood

in queues to sell wheat, peanuts,
sorghum and lucerne. But the
last time we had a really good
harvest was in 1972, laments
Mr Murphy, who has lived off
this and other land his entire
life.

Over the past decade he has
watched less resilient farmers
lose the battle with the drought.

“I've survived. Perhaps if's
my Irish blood,” he grins. Mr

A tough farmer battles it out In the northern Transvaal. Report by PETER DAVIES.

S T
Murphy's grandfather emigrat-
ed to South Africa in the mid-
19th century. But despite his lin-
eage, he speaks only Afrkaans.
“There were lots of good
farmers here, but when things
got tough some of them took

B) Ger—

chances, They took Ot one bank
loan, then another. But there
were no more good harvests, so
they were finished.’

The prolonged drought has
put paid to Mr Murphy's lucra-
tive lucerne crop.

“1 used to sell 1000 bales a
month . At R3 a bale that was
good money. But lucerne needs
lots of rain and the drought has
destoyed the last few years'
harvest. Every year that there's
a bad harvest my cows have to

dest battle of all

carry me through, I'll hopefully
sell my 30 young bulls this year.
The speculators buy them and if
m lucky Il get R1800 a
head.”

Mr Murphy tends his 80 Liead
of cattle singlchandedly, rising
at five in the morning for milk-
ing — also done by hand.

The hardened farmer s
proud of his existence, despite
its hardships.

“I've learnt to do everything
for myself. It's better that way.
After all, if you're sure you can
shoot a lion you mustn't take
another man along because
when you iook over your shoul-
der, he won't be there. Farming
teaches you to be tough. It's
sometimes good to struggle.”

Mr Murphy sighs and strokes
the tip of his battered felt hat
with the leopard-skin band.
“We've had three rains this sea-
son, bui il's nowhere near
enough. I'll survive, but it’s
going to be tough.” O

§*IGHVELD FARMERS
A are no strangers Lo
§ drought. They know it’s
' "a question of time be-
fore the January showers begin,
often at the eleventh hour. This
year, however, the dry season is
critically stretched and farmers
are panicking.

If good rains do not fall with-
in the next few days, wide-
spread crop failure will be the
tragic result. The repurcussions
for the economy and the rest
of Africa will be severe at a
time a destructive card in the
economic pack is least needed.

The most important crop at
risk is maize, grown expansive-
ly in the Transvaal and Free
State — the areas worst hit by
the current drought.

The plants are now at the
stage when they need the most
water — and though many are
still holding out, maize flelds
have already begun to wither.

Continued  drought  could
mean a maize yield of less than
8,2 million tong this year — well
below even the local need.

In this ease, South Africa will
have to import maize, and coun-
trles which import from South
Africa, like Zambia, Zimbabwe
and Mozambigue, will suffer se-
rious shortages of maize-meal.

Groundnuts, grain sorghum,
citrus fruit, trees and livestock
are also in jeopardy. Many tree
farmers have still not planted
— anxiously awalting the first
ralns.

The drought has already ne-
cessitated an early harvesting
of the wheat crop — leaving a
below average yleld this year,
according to Free State Agri-
culture Union manager Lullu de
Jager.

The wveld in northern and
north-eastern Transvaal and the
northern Free State is de-
teriorating rapidly, . meaning
that grazing pastures will pro-
vide little fodder for livestock

Disaster is looming for
farmers in the Transvaal
and Orange Free State as
thelr prayers for rain re-
main unanswered. If we
are experlencing an El
Nino weather phenome-
non, we are in for several
more weeks of devastat-
ing drought, reporis
HELEN GRANGE.

during the critical winter
months.

The fact that the summer
geason began this year with in-
sufficient groundwater in most
areas — because of dry periods
in the past year - has exacer-
bated the situation.

Some farmers are already re-
signed to disaster. It is under-
stood a nurber have applied to
the agriculture disaster fund for
assistance.

Said Buller Bruwer, a citrus
farmer in the Tzaneen area:
“We have big problems. The
under-soil is dry and we urgent-
ly need water for the trees.
We're at a dead end. The farm
dams are drying up and the
authorities are talking about
cutting our water Ilimit by half.”

Farms in the northern Trans-

vaal have suffered the worst .

droughts in the country over the
years, The matural dryness,
when coupled with unseasonal
drought, has put many farmers
out of business in the area.

This year, the region has had
only 19 percent of its normal
seasonal rainfall.

In the western Transvaal, lu-
cerne crops are shrivelling up
under the burning sun. Thunder-
storms in the region have just
“wet the dust”, as one farmer
put it.

If weather experts prove to

be right, there is little hope of a
last-minute reprieve, despite
the prayers for rain in many
piatteland churches.

Dr Janette Lindesay, deputy
director of the Climatology Re-
search Group at the University
of the Witwatersrand, is sure
we are suffering the effects of
an E! Nino — a weather phe-

nomenon which develops as a
result of a huge moving pool of
warm water in the Pacific
Ocean and causes below-aver-
age rainfall patterns.

“We are suffering all the
characteristics of an EIl Nino,
which typically causes low rain-
fall from December to March in
South Africa,” she says.

Dr Lindesay has estimated
that the El Nino Is a moderate
one — and will not wreak as
much havoc as the E! Nino of
1082/83, the strongest in a cen-
tury.

A weak to mogefate El Nino
struck South Adrica in 1986/87,
causing. spells than us-

uaf[ﬁ the northern Transvaal.

There is no way of knowing
when an El Nino will sirike. Its
pattern is totally unpredictable
and therefore it cannot be anli-
cipated, says Dr Lindesay.

Other weather specialists are
not ag certain that the current
drought is symptomatic of an
El Nino. “At this stage there is
no evidence to show the Il Nino

Parched
landscape . . .
Naboomsprult
farmer Johannes
Murphy (78)
surveys his land
as a prolonged
drought slowly
robs his farm
of its
praductlveness.

’/13 Picture:
iy Stephen Davimes
weather phenomenon is a fac-
tor,” says a spokesman for the
Pretoria Weather Bureau.
Whatever the cause of the
hot, arid days, however, they
show no sign of abating for a
while at least — and farmers
look certain to again have to
shoulder the brunt of the hostile
weather. D
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Self-help scheme
— a response by
residents to their
immediate needs

DI CAELERS
Weekend Argus Reporter

ALTERNATIVE farming techniques — and a
good dose of dedication and determination —
have resulted in an oasis in the Khayelitsha
“desert” designed to give hope to the town-
ship's pecple.

Abalimi Bezekhava (Planters of the Home), a
community-based greening and food gardening
project, has proved by example that it is not onty
possible to “green” an arid environment. but also
to provide sustenance against poverty.

The Khayelitsha oasis is one of two well-stocked
people’s garden centres — the other is in Nyanga
— wiih the duval purpose of being both training
centres and low-cost nurseries,

Project co-ordinator Mr Dave Golding said the
.major aim of the project was to help people grow
some of their own household fruit and vegetables,
as well as to see them “greening” the environment.

He said the project encouraged self-help and the
“fantastic” community response clearly disproved
claims that township residents did not care about
their environment.

Inaccessible water supplies. usually a major
problem in the townships, are overcome by alter-
native techniques of deep trenching and mulching.
Although water is often difficult to obtain in squat-
ter areas. it is. however. free of charge.

To develop further skilis and knowledge, project
workers wili soon attend permaculture (permanent
agriculture) design courses:

"Permaculture aims at reducing consumerism
and promoting ‘preducerism’. We are very much
behind creating that kind of culture which is why
we believe permaculture has relevance for the
desperate situation in the townships today.” Mr
Golding said.

Abalimi Bezekhava workers believe their efforts
have had a significant effect on the township resi-
dents:

“Since we started in Khavelitsha in April 1989,
we have seen sales of resources increase by 80 per-
cent.” project developer Mr Rob Small said.

The workers don't wait for the people to come to
them. and their other efforts inciunde:

@ Regular “manure runs” which take the cen-
tre's resources to more distant areas;

® On-site demonstrations, workshops and follow-
ups for individuals. community workers and town-
ship projects;

@ An annual Arbor Day focus which provides
free trees and shrubs from the centres and in se-
lected township areas: and

® A Cape Flats townships' greening project
which aims to plant one million trees in co-opera-
tion with community structures and residents.

The project was funded by a Catholie agency in
Germany. Mr Smail said it was important that
they “vigorously develop a local donor base”.

“The garden centres are run like businesses but,
because of the low mark-up on products, they will
never be totally Self-sufficient,” he said,

® Non-profit permaculture design courses to be
run at Camphill Village Alpha in Malmesbury
from March 1 to 14 and March 20 to April 2. For
further information call Julia Wilson or Lori Lake
at {0226) 22345 before the end of January.

A

[ GARDEN GRANNY:

ayelitsha:.
New hope
the starving

ides ;rngn
for

Pictures: OBED ZILWA, Weekend Argus.
Khayelitsha resident Mrs Minah Non-

konyana proudly shows off her private

has put hours and ho

garden into which she

urs of work. With her are her husband

Fraser and granddaughter Ivy.

— “DESERT
FRUITS™: Ms Christi-
na Kaba, above, gar-
den manager of the
Khayelitsha people's
garden centre, shows
off the spoils of the
Abalimi Bezekhaya
demonstration
garden.

0ooca

T PLANT POWER:
Ms Christina Kaba,
with her “baby”, the
greenhouse of low-
cost indoor plants for
= sale to township
residents.
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1the “largest privately ' jenoré the living: stafl :

MORE than 1000 houses ~
ysed by workers on the
farm of former {ransport
- -minister Hendrik Schoe- .
man are to be electrified
by Eskom, at an average
- cost to the ex-mm:ster of
- R1600 2 house. .

- Danie du Plesms, a
spokesman for Eskom,
said he wanted to stress
this was not a “favour for
an ex-politician” but part
of Eskom’s normal pro-
ceduce in the rural areas.

-“Mr Schoeman’s farm
is one of a few dozen ex-
amples of where Eskom

houses. We ha’vg'
qut similar prog
' Elandskraal s and _other .: 7;‘-‘3{4 LA 1 L
bh;k cemm&mhas he homework by the feeble |
sal nghtofauml -lamp. s

o, Railie ‘Schded
" e farm in the céntral “Schoem a?n hj.Fa'rml msanag?
_Trangvaal is reputedly 'fyrmorserontd not aff

owned cm'us estate in the
world. -._,;:‘. . ,.; iy ‘?a:ds thEl;;

The elertritication, was Agri
sad to be completed ghly -competith

expet

by Juntjsaid Eskom se- o only well-trained an
nier manager ; Johan du tiyated | »'workers mﬂ:
Plessis. \* -k good hwng standards can

e ‘stheir compamw'
In a staternent yester- ; ey, 3
day Mr Schoeman said he

- P't*

upgrade the living condi- recently _.Z ey * -~ installéd;
tions of his workers after ols c]mles and ﬂtherv o
witnessing }a . farm- . fHeilities fqr‘-its worke;:s.,

worker’s qhild domg —gapa. g s

.- ““ress formal“ I amgl
.,' ’ ‘-oss°r wheﬂler

became . determined fo . .Schueman Farms aiso' B :




MORE 500
homeless Elandsfon-
tein families in the
Western Transvaal
have been conned into
paving Joseph Mat-
shitse R32 000 for tand
reserved for farming.

Now Chief John Math-
ope wants them out be-
fore the end of the menth.

Seme of the squatters
have already left and are
being accommodated at
Phatsima near Rusten-
burg. and the government
is providing transport for
those whao want 1o leave.

But a few squatters, led
by Julius Molawa. have
vowed 1o fight until they
are compensated. Most of
them are confused be-
cause, although chief
Mathope has ordered
them off his land, Mat-
shitse, the chief’s cousin.
has toid them to ignore
the order.

The squatters claimed
that Matshitse told them
the land was bought bv
his clan from Reuben Ma-
gano in 1936, They also
claimed Maishitse did not
come to see them after
thev had been ordered off
the land. although each
family had paid him
R450.

NOWHERE TO GO
belongings.

Thev said no one knew
where he was.

Julius  Molawa told
City Press Mathope had
made life hell for the
squatters for four vears.
and more than 4 000 chil-
dren at the settlemem
were not attending school.

Molawa claimed his six
children were not allowed
to go to school in Matho-
pestad although he had
paid school fees.

He said he paid Math-
ope R10 to be accepted as
a clan member, R25 for
graves., and RS30 for
school buildings. Math-

Villagers pack up their

Pics: SIPHIWE MHLAMBI.

ope denied the claim.

Molawa said  after
Mathope allowed him to
live in Elandsfontein he
built an R& 000 house and
bought cattie.

Most of the affecied
families said all they
wanted was to get their
money back and ge: out
of Elandsfontein.

Mathope was calm
when he spoke to City
Press, but became agitat-
ed when Molawa's name
was mentioned.

“He is the one who is
causing all the trouble.”
he said.

JULIUS MOLAWA

He claimed Molawa
told farm labourers that
land was for sale, and
brought in people from
different tribes,

When asked about
Matshitse he asked:

Chief

- 3 - sy
\.u’{l’ Ml 7

wants
EEs
them out

by end
of month

“Who is Matshitse? Whe
are vou talking about?”

Mathope's account was
supported by the com-
manding officer of the
Boons police siation,
W /O Du Preez, who said
that what Matshitse did
was totally wrong and
contrary to the spirit of an
agreement reached in
1912, when the farm was
bought from J H Coetzee.

He said 22 people
bought the ifand from
Coetzee, and the agree-
ment was that the Math-
opes would be the control-
ling clan because they
had paid more than the
Matshitses.

The title deed stipulat-
ed that the land on which
the families were squat-
ting be reserved for graz-
ing and ploughing.




ABOUT a month afier the
anger sweeping Verkeer-
deviei after the death of
fanmer Bennie Engelbrecht
last December, Elisie
Mogotu is left baffled and
helpless.

Friend

Domestic worker Mrs
Mogolu moums because
“they have killedmy friend,
boss and father™.

Mogotu’s boss, his wife
and {wo daughters were
victims of a man who said
he did it because he was
“killing apartheid"”,

2o\ a0
1
By IKE MOTSAPI

Engelbrecht, his wife
Betty. daughiers Lizelie
and Mrs Lena Smit were
guaned down in their
Groatviei farm in what is
described in the area as the
“senseless killing of an in-
agcent family"’,

He was loved and re-
spected not only by whites
but also by the local black
community of Tshepong in
Verkeerdevlei.

Mogoty said on Decen-

lsi has now become 3 site of racial tensi

isie mourns death of
0ss, ‘friend and fa

Scw

* irkekea

on,

C’wa

a
ber 22 last vear she and her

husband asked Engel-
brecht to help them with

transport in order to attend
a church service in
Tshepong.

She said: “He did not

hesitate and he said we
should use his panel van.

Soidiers

“We left about 9am and
returned at 2pm only to be
greeted by a lot of people,
police and the soldiers.

*This baffled us because
wedid rotexpectany prob-
lems at the farm.
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ther’

“When the police told us
Bennie, his wife and 1wo
daughters had been kilied |
collapsed with shock.

“Tcould aotbelieve what
I was being told. | only be-
lieved the story when T was
later shown their bodies, "

Mrs Jeannette Moroane,
who teaches at a larm
school built by Engelhrechi
said: “They have killed a
Mosotho who was a pezce-
loving person.

“This is reaily bad and 1
will aot forsake the person
who did this horrible
thing."*
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SOWETAN MondayiJanuary,20 1992, - .

THE 300 black families of
Tshepong, at Verkeerdevlei
in the Free State, are living in
fear of their lives following
threats from the neighbour-
ing white community.

On January 10 the white com-
murity of Verkeerdeviei met in
their town hall to plan an auack,
according o the chairman of the
Tshepong ANC branch, Mr Neo
Banyana.

The threats foilow the harass-
menl and killing of white farmers
in the arca since December last
year.

About six black familics have
fled to relatives in neighbouring
lowns.

Tension started to build up after
the December killing of farmer Mr

NEO BANYANA daughier and two grandchildren by

iving

Bennie Engelbrecht, his wife, -

R e e e U

IKE MOTSAPI

amman whoclatmed he was “kifling
apartheid™”.

Engelbrecht was known among
blacks who described him as a
“white Sotho™ for his kindness and
association with the black commu-
nity. .

other fanmer was attacked but a
suspect was allcgedly kiiled by the
while community before the police
ammived on the scene.

Banyana said the Tshepong
black community had becn warned
that il would be attacked at any
time.

“We now fcar for our lives.
What waorries us is thal we are not
respemsible for what is happening.

“We do not even know the man
who was shown on television pro-

Two wecks alter his death, an-

claiming that he killed Engeibrechi
because he was killing apartheid.

“Here in Tshepong we know
each other very well and [ want o
state that we are not responsible for
whatis happening tothe whitc com-
munity.

“Whal angers us most is that we
are heing subjecied o bad treat-
ment and assaulls whenever we go
to town.™

Free State police spokesman
Captain J van der Merwe said resi-
dents of Tshepong need not fear
anything,

She said police were doing their
utmost to restore the good relation-
ship between the two communites.

“Free Stalc regional commis-
sioner of police, Major-General
Tertius Calitz, will be addressing
both communities {omorrow in an
altempt to solve the problem,”” she
said.

—— -
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L E rmers desperate as
drought tightens grip

By Helen Grang
 and Dirk Nel i 3 )Gen 3

" The drought in the maize-prodncing
<, northern Transvaal and Free State has
. reached crisis point — with some north.
:f ern Transvaal farms literally having
T only a few days’ water supply left’ and
Free State farmers in the Drocess of
having the region declared a disaster

o ST 24) g, .
And in the Easte n Lape, a small
Swarm of locusts has attacked crops.

But no'threat exists for the Free State
or Transvaal A Department of Agricul-
- ture spokesman said the swarm was
“small and was not migratihg,

sy

i i There had also been veld fires in'parts
! “‘ of the Free State because of the drought,
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BUSINESS DAY, Wednesday, January 22 1992 -

No success with Stals
for agricultural union

GeraLp ReLY { 3 )Gr&n

PRETORIA — A top-level SA Agricultural Union delega-
tion came away empty handed from a meeting yesterday
with Reserve Bank Governor Chris Stals, sources said.

The delegation, led by SAAU president Boet Fuurie,
was told there was little hope of additional aid for the
industry or of a softening in interest rates on agricul-
ture’s debt, which would exceed R17hn by the year’s end,
sonrees said. Blooy z_z.ti (S -

Stals indicated, it is understood, that even if a 2% or
3% concession was made it would have little effect on
farmers’ debt problems. *

However, he indicated the signs were that the economy
was growing healthier and the door had not been closed
on possible relief later in the year, a source said.

Farmers’ interest payments amount to about R2,7hn a
year. An SAAU spokesmarn said the interest burden
constituted 36% of net farming income compared with
18% in 1980/81. About half the industry’s debt is in short-
term loans from commercial banks and co-operatives.

Last year government agreed to subsidise Land Bank
long-term loans by 5% to 12%. It is believed this conces-
sion will be extended into the new financial year.

Sapa reports the Free State Agricultural Union's disas-
ter and emergency relief committee has asked the SAAU
to carry ouf a comprehensive investigation into the
financial position of farmers.




By Shirley Woodgate

North Rand MP. Louis
de Waal has appealed
for calm in the face of
threats by the Chart-
well North Action
Group to call in the
Afrikaner Weer-
standsheweging to re-
move the 650 “squat-
ter” families living il-
legally in Zevenfon-
tein.

He warned yesterday:
“Any hasty action wiil
have far-reaching impli-
cations which could
spark an incident that
would make the Venters-
dorp clash between po-
lice and the AWE look
iike a picnic,

“A flare-up in that re-
gion could aisg seriously
damage the Codesa
talks.”

In a reference to the
possible development of
an east/west are of 13
low-cost villages be-
tween Johannesburg and
Pretoria. he said: “All
parties involved in the
squatter row in the
norih-western PWv
must accept the princi-
ple that low-cost housing
must be provided for
people whe work apd
live in the area "

N
He said the only solu-

tion to the problem was
a4 compromise. It was
0Ow necessary to put the
strongest possible pres-
sure on Randburg and
Sandton — neither of
which had townships
where workers employed
in the two towns couid
live — to take responsi-
bility for developing
housing schemes in areas
accessible to their indus-
trial regions, he said.

They would have to
act in co-operation with
the Government, as the
agent for land which fell
outside the jurisdiction
of local authorities,

Mr de Waal said the
TPA should be given
€Very opportunity with
Randburg and Sandton,
together with interested
pressure groups and po-
litical parties, to estab-
lish a workable short-
term sointion to the Ze-
venfontein issue.

This group was not
typical of all “squatters”
sirce for the past 10 to 20
years about 500 of the
people had illegally paid
rent of R3G a head to
an individual to live on
the land.

“The Red Cross esti-
mated that between 65
and 80 percent of the
people were employed in
nearby Randburg and

. It was a viable
community until it was
evicted,” he said,

After their eviction
three months ago, the
Zevenfontein “squatters”
have heen allowed 1o live
on land belonging to a
local farmer, but the
deadline to move is at
the end of this month apd
the TPA has promised a
decision by today on a
move to Diepsioot.

Mr de Waal warned
that if the TPA dragged
its heels over 3 long-
term strategy for infor-
mal housing, the north-
western PWV could be
gver-run by an Orange
Farm-type situation.

He suggested the TPA |
contribution to a future
settlement could he by
way of changing the title
deeds of owners, after
expropriation for infor-
mal settlements hagq
taken place and syp.
rounding land values hag
been detrimentaily af-
fected.

“They couid aliow re-
zoning of the agricul-
tural holdings to allow
industrial developrnents
to offset the lasses in-
curred by landowners.”

It was vital that an
dcceptable solution be
found by keeping all ave-
nues of debate open, he
added.







BRIEFING

The Star Friday January 24 1992

11

and reform a searing issue

HE Government's Advi-

sory Commission on

Land Allocation faces

yet another daunting de-
mand: Convert the feudal sys-
tem of labour tenancy into a
form of tenure fit for the new
South Africa.

The call emanates from law-
yers representing labour ten-
ants — that is, subsistence
farmers who exchange the la-
bour of some members of the
family for the use of a corner of
land.

It comes as labour tenants in
the south-eastern Transvaal are
eing pushed off the land at an
increasing rate. Land rights
groups insist these are forced
removals in an age of reform,
effected by the private sector.

And, as Boy Nzimande's story
ghows, it will be no easy task
balancing the interests of
owners who have all the legal
rights against those of tenants
who have “softer” claims of tra-
dition.

Mr Nzimande, a burly father
of five, is a tenant on the Piet
Retief farm Moddervlei. “From
what I understand, when the
farms were surveyed my grand-
father was already living
there.”

The grandfather of the pres-
ent owner of Moddervlei, HG
Paul, wag apparently the first
registered owner. Over the
years, the Nzimandes “gave”
the Pauls the labour of one or
two members of their family in
return for some land to plough
and the right to raise livestock.

In this manner three genera-
tions of Nzimandes and Pauls
shared the land. '

But a simple “trekpass”, glv-
ing Mr Nzimande three months’
notice to quit the farm, wilk put
paid to this history. By the end
of this month, Mr Nzimande, his
wife and children must be off
Moddervlel.

Nor is Mr Paul acting illegal-
ly. Three months’ notice is all
the courts would bedikely to re-
quire.

Mr Nzimande's mother,
brother and sister have not been
evicted. It appears that Mr Nzi-
mande’s hawking of vegetables
has come between him and Mr
Paul. “He said he doesn’t want
me on the farm — I'm a bust-
nessman.”

Unable to contact Modderv-
lei's owner, The Star spoke to
his brother, WR Paul, who
farms at Driehoek. He said that
the problem was that men from
the labour tenant families were
no longer prepared to work on
the farms. “And the Govern-
ment has a law that people on
your farm must work for you —
nr alse thev are souatters.”

Start 1e]1]1L
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Tension Is bullding up as some of the most vulnerabl
Land rights groups claim these ar

e forced removals w

who live on thelr 1and In exchange for labour.

e land claimants are being pushed off the farms, reports JO-ANNE COLLINGE.
hich are put into effect by the ptivate sector as farmers give notice to tenants

thelr eviction order.

unit. They need labourers on the
farm to secure the home and
land; cash income from mem-
bers working off the farm; and
produce and livestock to close
the gap hetween wage income
and survival needs.

The Legal Regources Centre,
which runs a rural legal clinic
in the Piet Retief area, says

Widow Christina Hlatswayo . .

*

the 18 months to July 1991, the
LRC assisted 70 labour tenant
families. In January this year,
at a single session of the clinic,
legal advisors were faced with
about 80 people who had either
received “trekpasses” or who
believed they were under threat
of eviction.

“The current 'escala’tion o'f at-

e

. puzzled at the change In the “good relationship” with the farmer, she suspects h

fundamental structural
changes. The ‘New South Africa’
is sans the Land Act, the Group
Areas Act and the Separate
Amenities Act. The Govern-
ment has also recently appoint-
ed the Advisory Commission on
Land Allocation,” an LRC press
release notes. :

“Phege changes andi vatious
o mryre ohant the nllesation af

appear to have created fears
among the present farm owners
about their own futures.”
Transvaal Agricultural Union
{TAU) president Dries Bruwer
agrees with the proposition that
evictions are, in part, pre-emp-
tive action against possible fu-
ture land claims by tenants. He
also says that security concerns
hane  wmativated farmers to

er famlly’s straying cattle prompted

Picture:Gill de Vlieg.

their farms.

But the mood among farmers,
Mr Bruwer insists, is not onc of
fear. “There’s aggression build-

ing up — not nervousness —
among farmers.”
Amsterdam farmer Chris

Vorster says evictions arise
from particular conflicts. Re-
cently he issued and then with-
drew the “trekpass” of Amaos

came to the farm Sterklontein
as a boy.

It appears that the contlict
between Mr Hlophe and Mr
Vorster arose when the farmer
sought to increase the quota of
labour required. Mr Hlophe said
he refused “because I do nol sce
my daughter as a worker”. Mr
Vorster merely confirmed that
“there were problems but
they've been sorted out”.

In the case of widow Chris-
tina Hlatswayo, the straying of
her family's cattle into a neigh-
bour’s field appears to have
provoked the issuing of notice.
For the family of Thomas Ma:
gagula (25) the crisis came
when he laid a charge of assault
against the farmer who alleged-
ly tortured and aceused Mr Ma-
gagula of theft when he visited
his family on the farm.

In about four year's work, the
most the LRC has been able o
secure for labour tenants is the
right to an adequate period of
notice. “One thing we have not
been able to win for you
through the courts is the right
for you to live on your land for-

" ever — although we know that

is what you want,” LRC attor-
ney Odette Geldenhuys told la-
bour tenants this week.

She said the LRC had con-
cluded that the only solution
was a political one. “We belicve
that your particular plight must
be put on the agenda of all po-
litical parties. We believe that
the Land Commission must now
start doing its work. It must
find an urgent solution to your
problem in particular.”

Martha Mlangeni, who has to
quit her home of 20 years this
month, says: “We don’t want to
own the farm. Actually, we
want to stay there and culti-
vate land and be allowed to
have livestock.”

It is a point that Ken Margo
of the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee takes up. Security of
tenure is more important to
many poor rural people than
land ownership. For labour ten-
ants, he argues, “the constitu-
tional right to security of tepure
would be far easier and less
contentious to ensure than the
right to title”. o

The old people gathered at
the LRC clinic have centred
their lives on one patch of soil.
They do not see land as some-
thing without character; as an
interchangeable entity. They
talk not in terms of seizure of
the land; nor surrender — but
sharing.

In the words of Mr Hhlope,
who has seen “about nine”
owners on Sterkfentein in his 80
years there: “Some farmers
spend quite a while on the farm
Others come and go. But ¥
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By Helen Grange!
Pretoria Bureau

“The drought has already devas-

| ‘tated between 60 and 70 percent

of crops in some areas uf the
Transvaal, Transvaal Agricul-
tural Usnion chief executive
?{Iqhan Hartman said yesterday.
“"Mr Hartman said that despite
.the hardiness of the maize
plant, many maize fields Were

'l dying in the heat of ea

without raim STAT 2§, f
- Some farmers in the hxghveI%i'
“were trying to save the situa-
tion by re-planting or changing
“over to other crops.
“In the lowveld, farmers of -
vegetables, subvtropleal fruit ~

and trees are having all sorts of -

devastating crops

Orgauisation spokesman Giel
van Zyl agreed that “iremen-
dous” damage had already been
done to crops.

“We won’t be able to assess
the extent of damage untit the
maize is literally burnt white.

The Department of Agricul-
tire is monitoring the situation
and keeping Government in-
formed, Mr van Zy! said.

The Free State Agricaltural
Union has asked the SA Agricul-
tural Union to investigate the fi-
nancial position of farmers —
and to moot the changing of
laws so financial assistance can
be more readily available.

Farmers in the Frankfort dis-
trict are applying for financial
assistance from the Govern-

problems. Irrigation farmers. ment, it is understood.

are extremely worried, because
all the farm dams are drying
up,” Mr Hartman said.

Natlonal Maize Producers

This year's erratic rainfall is
said by some weather analysts
to be a result of EI Ning, an un-
predictable weather phenomen.
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By DAN DRCAMINI

A PUPIL in Std 7 at
Jouberton’s Metebong
High School was pep-
pered with shotgun pel-
lets last Saturday night
when a Klerksdorp
farmer shot at fleeing
youths, two of whom
had been fighting.

The boy's alleged as-
sailani has not been ar-
rested or charged.

This was confirmed by
western Transvaal police
spokesman Lt Petrus Ra-
matsoele, who said an at-
tempied murder docket
had been opened and po-
Lce were still investigat-
ing: -
Ramatsoele said the
docket would be sent to
the public prosecutor for
a decision on whether to
prosecute as soon as inves-
tigations were complete.
- Victor Tshepo Mogoer-
ane, 17, told City Press he
was shot and injured by
farmer Christo de Klerk
withot any provocation
last Saturday night.

d visited a Friend
who- lived on De Klerk’s
farm, near another farm
which has been converted
intc. an entertainment
centré called Oom Anp-
dries se plaas, -

Mogoerane said that
later that night a fight
broke out between two
other 'youngsters at De
Klerk’s farm shop.

De_Klerk came from
his home wielding a gun
andeverybody, including
thos¢ " engaged  in the
fight, scattered in differ-
ent . directions, scared
they would be shot.

L

“As I was running 1
heard a shos fired and the
next moment 1 felt a
burning sensation in my
left shoulder biade and
right thigh. S

“1 continved runnings
but 1 becamg weak,” said ;.

‘Mogoerane,

Mogoerane said he ran
to Qom Andries se plaas

Victor Mogoerane, 17, shows t'hé' éhdtgun
wounds he sustained in the incident,

pellet

entertainment centre
where a black man took
him back 10 De Klerk and
asked why he had shot
him.

-# He said De Klerk then

apologised and took him
A0 Tshepong Hospital,
wiere he was treated and
discharged the following
dav.

Mogoerane said that
the following dav De
Klerk took him from hos-
pital back to his farm
where he gave him a
small bottle of antiseptic
liquid and tablets and
pleaded with him not to
lay a charge agains: him.

The boy's furious fa-
ther, Monrnapule Mogcer-
ane, said he went to De
Klerk to ask him why he
had shot his son.

He szid the farmer told
him he was sorry and was
prepared to pay for medi-
cal expenses,

Mogoerane said he
then took Viector to
Klerksdorp Police Stetion
and was surprised when a
Warrant Officer Qosthui-
zen was reluctamt to take
a statement,

He said OQosthuizen
told him a statement had
already been made on be-
half of Victor and that it
was not necessary to
make another one.

Mogoerane said that
after Oosthuizen had re-
fused to read to him the
statement which he al-
leged had been made on
behalf of his son, he insist-
ed that Qosthuizen take
another statement from
Victor in his presence,

“Qosthuizen took the
statement reluctantly and
I will not rest unti! the
matter has been brought
before 2 court of jaw,” he
said,

Ramatsoele denied the
officer was reluctant 1o
take a statement and gave
City Press a crime report
number as proof that the
statement was taken.

City Press could not
contact De Klerls !




ES K()M has taken over (hc e ectnﬁcannn
of two towns previously under the jurisdic-
tion of the Transvaal Provinciat Adminis-
fration.

The clectrification of Esizameleni near
Wakkerstroom started on January 15 while
the Ezamakuhle (near Amersfoort) project
is scheduled 1o start on April 135.

Eskom spokesman Mr Robin Larsen
said. “Most of the consumers will recetve

Eskom h hts up rur

| towns
CICC‘@;H terms ol' SI which

requires no deposit,” he said.

Whilc a minimurs connection fee is
charged there are no reconnection fees and
customers will not pay fixed monthly
charges. The $1 taniff provides electricity
in the home by using a dispensing unit for
R30. Customers can convert {0 the new
syslem al no exira cost. - Sowefan Re-
parter.
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Racig te“g&@ouhts in rural area

Police have opened a mur-
der docket on a black youth
who died on Christmas Eve,
hours after being appre-
hended by two civilians in
Elandsfontein, about 30 km
south of Johanneshurg.

The civilian arrest took place
less than one kilometre from
the Elandsfontein plot where an
old man, Lawaaj Lebeta, was
fatally injured om Christmas
Day by white residents after a
row over the mating of 2 white
dog and a “kaffir” bitch.

Police spokesman Captain
Piet van Deventer said Samuel
Sonnyboy Letsoalo (20) “was ar-
rested by 2 white man and a
black man for allegedly steal-
ing a radio and was handed
Qver to police”.

“When police received him
from these people, he was al-
ready injored. An ambunlance
was called and he was taken to
Sebokeng Hospital where he
died the same night.”

Oze of the last people to see
Br Letsoalo alive and well said
he was one of a groop standing
by the roadside in the after-
noon of December 24 when a
vehicle polled up, with Logis
Perie and a worker inside, -

They indieated that they
wanted to see Mr Letsoalo, and
as he approached the vehicle, he
was ordered to get in. He ob-
jected and the worker allegedly
gave him “a few clouts with his
hands”. Mr Letsoalo then got in
and was driven towards Mr
Perie’s plot.

Later that day Mr Letscalo
was handed over to police.

The dead man’s stepfather,
Josiah Mollanga, said he keard
that his son had been taken to
Mr Perie’s farm, and on Decem-
ber 25 went o see Mr Perie.

“He said he wanted the radio
and the gun from Sonnyboy and
he didn't get themn. He told us
that ke left Sonnyboy with the
police at Qrange Farm.”

Mr Perie confirmed this was

Ea

wanted for “sttemnpted armed
robbery”. As regards the police
statement that Mr Letsoalo was
already injured when they re-
ceived him, Mr Perie said: “]
can't put any light on that”

Julia Letsoalo said the fami-
Iy was told by hospital staff
that their son was dead on ar-
tival She echoed the fealings
expressed by black people in
the area: “I'm scared 5o much.”

Romonrs of assault on black
residents at the bands of whites
abaund, as do white allegations
of rampant ecrime. Though
blacks zend to blame the neigh-
bourhood watch, some watch
mernbers have distaneed them-
selves from abusive action.

Eveline Mthethwa, a dom-
esti¢ worker, has laid charges
of assault against two members
of the De Deur police and her
ex-employers at Walkerville.

When The Star interviewed
Bfiss Mihethwa, she said her
former empioyer, Chris Baden-
horst of Walkerville, and His
wife had assaglted ber whep she
parsisted in attempts to claim
ber December wages.

Mr Badenhorst reportedly
claimed Miss Mthethwa smoked
dagga and bad assantted his
wife, breaking a rib. He claimed
there was nothing wrong with
Miss Mthethwa when “I threw
ker out of my gate”.

According to Miss Mithethwa,
the day after her confrontation
with the Badenhorsts, two white
policemen traced her. “They
started hitting me — one had a
loag gen and he used the back
of it and the other had a stick™

They allegedly took ber to the
Badechorst home and waited
while she was made to elean the
bepse, “Then they took me to
the police station and locked me
up 6]l pext morning,”

Capiain van Deventer ep-
couraged Miss Mthethwa to
make a statement, zdding that,
if members of the police had
broken the law, this would not
be tolerated. He said there was
oo reeord of Miss Mthethwa's
alleged overnight detention.

Eveline Mthethwa . . . h

g il

as lald charges of assault agalnst twe members of the De Deur
pallee and her former employers at Walkerville. Picture: Stephen Davimes
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Training plan for black farmers

GOVERNMENT would step up training of black far-
mers in an attempt to redress the Iand reclamation
issue, Agriculture Minister Kraal van Niekerk told a
media briefing in Cape Town yesterday/” G.En}

Handing over white-owned land to pEople who
couldn't manage it was nof economieaily feasible, he

said. -<@{p=) 2gllfqe
“We must create equal ability, so we are stepping
‘up training. After training we have to look at financial
acegss and special measures to help people”
T Reports: Polical Staff, Sapa.




“Land re restltutlon ng)’l’t W1pe out

apartheid legacy in agrlculture

By Esther _augh
Politicat Reporter

CAPE TOWN — There
was no quick fix to the
disparities created by
apartheid in the agricul-
tural field, and the resti-

tution of land would oot

undo the tangle, Agrical-
ture Minister Kraai van

- Niekerk said yeterday.

Briefing journalisis in
Cape Town, Dr. van Nie-
kerk said the matter
should be solved by de-
veloping existing areas
and enabling people to
improve themselves by
their own abilities.

The normalisation of
agriculture in the “new
environment” was one of
the Department of Agri-
culfure's top priorities
and the training of all
Soutk Africans in the
field would become an
important feature in the

" future, he said.

Dr van Niekerk said

equal opportunities could

be ufilised only if equal
abilities existed.

Referring to the fact
that 87 percent of the
land was owned by
whites, he noted that the
13 percent in the possess-
ion of blacks fell in
higher rainfall areas.
When one then consid-
ered the production po-
tential of the land, the
ratio became 75 percent
{o 25 percent.

Training

Redressing apartheid-
created disparities by
taking from some and
giving to others amount-
ed merely to a redistri-
bution of wealth. This
process should be ac-
companied by upgraded
training of all South
Africans in the agricul-
taral field, he said.

In addition to training,
disparities were also
being addressed by giv-
ing blacks access to
credit extentions. offered

by-financial institutions.
It was estimated that
there were 1700 black
farmers in the country
and 50000 subsistence
farmers in the home-
lands and trust areas.

Asked whether the
Government was assist-
ing inefficient white
farmers, Dr van Niekerk
said Land Bank loans
were given on cone strict
basis: the debt must be
serviced by the income
of the farmer and if the
income was insufficient,
the farmer was not given
additional aid.

He said 15 percent of
the 60000 white com-
mercizl farmers in the
country received Gov-
erpment subsidies.

The department was
restructuring and re-
organising itself, and the
14 departments of agri-
culture were trying to
consolidate their activi-
ties so as to avoid dupli-
cation, he added.
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South Africa’s population shift from rural to wrban S Rurel loss mfgfﬁ;‘:h South Adrican
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orrespenden LAS. I'Y %l manager Machile van Niekerk.
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= “so e« cases requires expertise and

A skills. which. he adds, means

EN years agp, abomt

72000 people lived in the

ruta) area of the Rasten-

burg district. Since then

the sumber has dropped to
50 0600

In the same 10-year period,

tbe rural aceas of Witbank lost

about 22 (10 inhabitants, ard the

four distriets of Ventersdorp,

Phalaborwa, Pilgrim’s Rest and

Hli'rri.mith each lost 11 000 peo-

P

These are just a few distriets
taken at random to indicate the
alarming continuing dram of
manpower from the Transvaal
ard Free State farming areas to
the towns and cities - a prob-
lem that is causing i ing
Coneern, mot only to the farming
conmumity, bot also to many
urban authorities

People are simply leaving the
comttyside in droves as the
traditional practices,
wiges and way of life falter
under the weight of competiticn
from the rest of the ECONOmY.

Attracted

50 many are deserting the
land that " depepolation is moe
losger a threat, but a chifling
reality.

Those leaving the farms are
almost exclusively black work-
ers and their {amilies. They are
attracted to the bright lights
and ehtertainment fagilities of
the arban areas, and by the ex-
citing prospect of job opportuni-
ties with wages far higher than
these farmears can afford.

Many are disillostoned, when
it is too late, by the reality.

Huge nwmbers fail to find
work or smitahle accommoda-
tion and, when all their efforts
come to nought, they do not re-
turn to the farm but tend to
congregate in squatter camips

on land in the erban and peri-
urban areas, where many of
them sink deep into poverty and
want.

These {ortupate enongh to
£ind work are also offen simi-
larly disillusioned by anfore-
sean costs, sach 35 expensive
food. eclothing, schooling, ace-
commodation, meadical and
ather services that reguce their
effective income to levels lower
than they had earned or re-
ceived free on the farm.

Squatter camps, those tron-
blesome informal setttements
that sometimes arise literally
overnight. are already a fearre
of many towns and cities Thus
what in the past has been large-
Iy a rurat problem hzs pow also
turned into a serious orban one.

Inthepasllﬂyears.!urm—
stapee, the urban popalation of
Rusterhurg increased in roend
oombers from 32000 to 52 000,
Belfast from 10000 to 14600,
Eeilbron from 10000 to 20000,
Witbank from 23000 to 128000,
Cullinan from 1 600 to 8 000 and
Drelmas from 16 660 to 26 060,

About 10percent of Sonth
Africa’s whites and 60 percem;
of blacks still live and work
in the toral towns 2nd districts.
Tke experts estimate, however,
that by the twmn of the centery
more than balf of the coumry's
black population will be orban-
ised

The concern of the farming
community is understangable
In the depopulation process.
sehools on farms and in conatry
towns are emptying, State
transport serviees by rail and
bus are redoced. roads are be-
coming neglected doctors are
leavitig and comnuy hospitals
and maternity homes are cles-

B-
What can be done 10 reverse

52000

Bophuthatswana

322000

Rustenbbi‘i‘i"g

[==0) Rural loases 20000

Pretoriao

' QO
lohanneshurg
Ventersdorp

Population of tovm 10 years ago ;

| ] Poputation of town today
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or at least stem the arft? Ap-

oo apticn but to mechanise 10 a
greater extent than ever before,
especially for the prodaction of
commodities that are labour in.
tensive but finapcially reward-

in retaining the services of their
trained and skilled workers.
Organised agricultere  ap-
pears 0 have accepted with
resignation that farmers have

gales especiaily for the younger  tive and satisfying livelihoods

generation on farms. who are
not only better educated than
their parents. bot are deter-

miped to seek more remunera.

Almost as serious as the loss
of these people 15 the difficuity
expenenced by many farmers

The abelition some vears ago
of the final impediment. urban
inflax control. has opened the

that both the farmer and his
worker will have t undergo
specialised training.

It is_ generally recognised
that the farming indestry is
more imporiant 10 the country’'s
population and economy than
most other sectors. It cannot ¢n
its own firance extensive and
costly mechanisaton. It needs
help. Much as the world rabels
aganst subsidisation today. this
may become one way of coping
with the vacuum that is being
created by the migration from
the plaieland.

Emphasised

In representations it has
madg on the subject to the Gov-
ernment. the SAAU has empha-
sised that this migration could
be ateributed to the fact thag the
rural infrastructure 15 under-
developed and that it shows an
alarmung degree of deteriora-
tion

It has pointed emt that in the
process the rural areas are be-
©OIINg  increasingly  isclaled
and wunattractive to work and
live in.

‘The SAAU considers it essen-
tizl that a strategy for rural de-
velopment should be formaulat.
ed and implemented wnthoot
delay to make it more attrac-
tive 1o live and work in, and it
feels stropgly that the State
muost accept respomsibility for
malntaiting a basic infrastroe-
ture in the reral areas

Bz that as it may. no comn-
try, least of all South Africa,
can permit the survival of its
agricultural industry 1o be um-
perilled. Either a soiution 1o the
depopulation problerm must be
formd or effective measares
must be taken to counter its dis-
ruptive aftermath. O
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CAPE TOWN — Land is-
sues shonid be solved
through negotiation and
consensas rather than cost-
1y court proceedings which
might take years to re-
solve, Regional and Land
Affairs Minister Jacob de
Villiers said yesterday.

He told a news briefing
that the advisory commnis-
sion on land affairs would
advise President FW de
Klerk on the identification

Negotiate land 1ssue

L2 f»wl
and use and ownershi
land aifected through pre-

vious diseriminatory legis-
lation.

Asked if government had
ruled out establishing a
land eclaims court, he said
all aHernatives had been
discussed ip Parliament
and committees in 1991,

@— Minister

a.nd the advmory commis— terms of the Abolition of

sion on land aliccation w.
the result. o= ]

“To speculate on others
would not serve any pur-
pose,” he added.

The commission, under
chairmanship of Mr Jus-
tice TH van Reenen, was
set up in Now :mber 1991 in

Racially Based Land Mea-
sures Act of 1991,

“Government  has,
through this mechanism,
made a real attemnpt to
come to grips with the past
and to deal with land
claims effectively and ex-
peditiously.”

He invited all interested
parties to give their full co-
operation and support {o
the proceedings of the com-
mission.

“In my opinion, consen-
sus through negotiationis a
more viable method to
solve the intricate land is-
sues rather than reverting
to costly court proceedings
which might take years to
resolve,” he told the brief-
ing. — Sapa.

oo
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Call on Wwhite w%%kers

tt unit e or

w WHITE workers and farmers dom't
form a’ united front to reject the govern-
ment, “We might as well _get a grave for
the white working class in Wesfpark ce-
mefry;?* CP MP and Transvaal Agricui-
tural Union president Dries Bruwer said
yesterday.

Bruwer was speaking at the official
openingof the annual congress of the white
Mine Workers’ Unicn (MWU) in Johannes-
burg, -

Under banners proclaiming “Unite for
One White Union” and “White Worker
Wake Up,” Bruwer said white workers had
to uniteito form ome white “super” union.

He ealled on white union leaders, on the
70tk amnversary of the white migers’
strike on'the PWV, to put aside their differ-
ences and unite this year.

Bruwer; said™ the whites” feeling of
nationalipride was being battered because
the counh:y:'s huomanists wanted fo prove
there is no: difference between white and
non-white, workers,

MWU’ﬂfgeneral secretary Peet Ungerer

said théimion started 2 campaign last year,

to form cne unior for all white workers. He
said the union now had 40 060 members in

‘D

b \—'ﬁmx HAHTFDHD

key positions in the economy, including the
mining, steel, chernical, electrical, munipi—
pal, postal and retail sectors. “Talks with
the leaders of other white unions are cin-
rently under way and we hope {o make an
announcement soon,” said Ungerer.

Although MWU president Cor de Jager
said the MWU was not affiliated to amy
political organisation, Bruwer said if was
no longer possible to avoid political
choices.

He said white workers were “produc-
tive” while black workers went on strike
whenever their “poor productivity was ex-
posed”.

He cited high unemployment, discrimi-
nation against white workers through US
affirmative action programmes, scandal-
ous workmens’ compensation, intimidation
of whites, mixed schools and Codesa as the
biggest threats facing white workers.

De Jager said the MWU wanted: ANC
president Nelson Mandela, as the'déifacto
president of SA, to note that white workers
would fight for self-determination.
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The University of Sonth

Africa (Unisa) is plan-
ning to train students in

the legalities of land

ownership and righis —
in view of critical de-
velopments surrounding
the land issue and the
current lack of expertise
in this field.

Three courses in Prop-
erty Law are o be res-
tructured to make them
relevant to currert land

- isSues.

One of the papers is to

- focus exclusively on

"gwnership of land and

related issues. Speecial
reference will be made
to aspects such as sec-
tional title, property
timesharing, - shareblock
schemes, retirement
schemes, planning and
control of land use.

Part of the course will
focus on the history of

| ewnership, comparative

law and theories of and
criticism against owner-
ship in the capitalist and
socialist traditions.

A similar restructur-
ing is envisaged for the
existing optional LLB
paper in Advanced Law
of Property.
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CAPE TOWN — Land issges
should be solved through ne-
gotiation and conseasus rath-
er than costly court proceed-
ings which might take years
to resolve, Jacoh de Villiers,
Minister of Regional and
Land Affairs, said yesterday.

He told a press briefing
that the Advisory Commis-
sion on Land Affairs would
advise President de Klerk on
the identification, use and
ownership of land affected
through previous diserimina-
tory legislation,

Asked if the Government
had ruled out establishing a
land claims court, he saig ali
alternatives had been discus-
sed in Parliament and cor-
mittees in 1991, and the Advi-
sory Commission on Land Al-
location was the result.

“To speculate on others
would not serve any pur-

pose,” he.added.

The commission, chaired
by Mr Justice TH van Reen-
€n, was set up in November
last year in terms of the Abo-
lition of Racially Based Land
Measures Act of 1991,

“The Government has,
through this mechapism,

" made a real attempt to come

to grips with the past and to
deal with land claims effec.
tively and expeditiously.”

He invited all interested
parties to give their full co-
operation, and support the
proceedings of the Commis-
sion.

“In my opinion, consensug
through negotiation is a more
viable method to solve the in-
tricate land issues rather
than reverting to costly court
proceedings which' might
take years to resolve,” he told
the briefing. — Sapa. K




NATIONAL Sorghum
Breweries has come up
with 2 novel idez of
how fo deal with the

scourge of littering in

black residentiaf ar-
eas.

The company is sunn to
embhark an aunigue project
that willl see tons of garhage
Ivingin the black tow nships
twmed ime high-goality
cvmpost ideal for agricul-
tore and horticnlwre.

This. in tum. wiH intro-
die backs into the world
of iamiing.

Bio-conversion

The multi-million ramd
preqoat, the Diast of s kind
in Senth Africa, was un-
weibed by the crecolve
chairman of NSR. Mr
Mohale Mahanyele. mt a
- letcenference in Johan.
by this week

Mahanyele <aud the
Propvewouid Life betwoen
thaey an E<ic manths Lo pet
w0 e prowimd

Eins ArsL bio-camersion
st which wild cost abeut
R2vawllon, sllhe lovated
af the Pelindaba Brewens,

formerty cafted

Kwagpakap, near

Attcaidgeville.
Training

Ts is where nehbish
thal would have been cal-
lected in the lownships will
be domped and recycled
iRte compaost,

According [
Mahzmyele, once the mas-
<1v€ \CRIUKC IS [N progress,
itwillhe anmjor industry in
the black communiny.

'owill initially
matrod By MSH eneineers,
whio will <oen updergo
laining in the United
S

T The vasviommnent-
e i wdhegus s the
acd that has
pod b date, T
v OPCTSen
ard Nrizenaand aill
I b niest e the technod -
sy B used nutside the
1 piged Stnes.

“We e gware tha the
Ak commonity i< the
werst affccted by fittering.
Giathage 5 nol collectad
wcgnlarty in the townshins
ardas arcsultithas levome
4 hcalth harzard an the
et

Environment

“The situalion has been
agermated by local au-
thuritics being unable 1o
haodbe garbage ia their re-
Spechng aeas.

“We e ihe higgest con-
sustrers of sorgham heer in
the world ard we have an

R LSRN E I ¥

o feed the p

- ,.J‘_ Al

umque prOJect to
introduce blacks to the
world of agriculiure &~

By NKOPANE
MAKOBANE

image to lake care of We
have been painfully aware
that our product is said 1o
Iiet the environment and
we have mnw gone nut Lo
seek a ssbption,

“Alihrugh we consti-
Tute asmall percentage, and
theee are people who con-
tribule more in littering. we
ol ol iganre the facy
thay we had an ismporiant
mwile w play.” Mahanyele
<aud.

Tn ine with bl k con
LIOULLSR R LA TN T TUN £ the
NSB saw this as anether
uppaniundly tor the creation
af jnhe and ecomoric ad-
anosmen|

“Asaconmpany that de-
fives 115 peolils from (he
peor. many of whnmlive in
squalor. we belicve we are

.\\

the ones who skould be in
the forefroot in this
schene.

“While we an addness-
mg the waste prablem, we
are alwo going fo empower
our peeple.

“Luscal prople will col-
lect garbage and by this we
would be creating jieds tha
aredesporately necded. We
are fied going to purchase
trucks. but encourage peo-
pleodnit,

Benefit

“Carhage s ot derty il
bandtedwith the righl cngi-
meening ckills W shall he
cngaging the Kaow-how
Trem the United Srues,
while the equiepment will
come from Soath Alrca.

“We alke befivve that
this praject 15 gaing o -
ralve us mn famming. I is
deflinitely going to henefit

OCr

3.'\(;0\4@

—

black fammers 25 we would
he supplving them with
first-class compaost

“Another gund thing
with this pmject s that it
will enpage universlics.
especially the University of
the Nurth_{ur suudents will
have ar opportunity o en-
gagen real life reseasch,””
he said

Ohjective

Mahanvele said 11 wis
their Tosig-leme abjeciine
that such plants be cuab-
lished all over South Af-
nca

Vhe dd Bog slaniers, the
operalion weshd be tan by
the NSR and. once viable,
wonld have its own iden-
ity

He helieved that the
PWY arca would need
about 10 pants to work suf-
Ticicatly.

MOHALE MAHANYELE

'HOME OWNERSHIP CAN BECOME A REALI TY

Buy your home in JANUARY :
We guarantee you will move in MAY

Oher 800 houses bande cnyd each
one cotild be o SHOWEIOESE
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maize. “Fortunately,” Cownie says, “we
held back about 1,1 Mt from last year’s crop
{of which 700 000t is white maize for hu-
man consumption) as a carry-over stock.
And we have shelved all exports, apart from
the balance of the 100000t ~ontracted to
Zimbabwe.”

Good rains in the next week coula salvage
some of the late-planted maize now going
into the crucial tasselling stage but, if the
drought and heat wave go on, imporis may
be needed 1o meet annual requirement for
about 6,5Mi.

Damage is irreparable in some areas.

In the Free State, not only maize but also
sunflower, sorghum and bean crops are with-
ering and grazing is rapidly losing its value.
The Free Siate Agriculiural Union’s Lulu de
Jager says it has already applied to govern-
ment for emergency relief.

The far north-eastern Transvaal is having
its driest, hottest summer in recorded his-
tory. Grazing is non-existent, rivers and
damnis are baked dry by the searing heat and
boreholes are drying up. Farmers across the
Bushveld and Lowveld areas are already
slaughtering cattle and even game.

Tropical and subtropical fruit and vege-
tables are at risk. The Letaba and adjoining
Lowveld districts near the Mozambican bor-
der preduce a2 major part of the citrus crop
and almost all the avocadoes and mangoes
for export.

The normally lush Tzaneen is described as
grey by a Transvaal Agricultural Union
spokesman who fears that, as water runs out,
daily temperatures of 35°C-40°C will begin
to kill fruit trees. “This world mean a major
setback for four to five years™

The eastern Cape is another area in jeop-
ardy after four years of worsening drounght.
The main irrigation and water supply dams
are running dry.

Fortunately, the wheat crop is well above
last year’s 1,65Mt, with about 2,12Mt ex-
pected from Cape, Free State and Transvaal
farmers. As a winter crop it escaped some of
the damage inflicted on later crops.

Wheat Board manager Piet Vermenlen
says: “Free State farmers especially benefit-
ed from a 1,16Mt crop, well above last year’s
693 000 t. With carry-over stocks of
320000 t in our silos, we should easily meet
this year’s local demand of about 2,1Mt."

Sunflowers could still be planted in west-
ern areas of the Transvaal and Free State if
rains retern but the crop will probably be
below last year’s 580 0001t, says Qilseeds
Board GM Jan du Preez.

Groundnuts benefited from eariy rains in
some areas and may exceed last year's
85 000 t, while soya should be well below last
year’s 125 000 t. The cotton crop may drop
to 180 000 bales, from last year’s 248 000,
while grain sorghum faces a sharp fall from
last year’s 260 000t to about 220000 ¢.

Natal has not had enough rain for sugar
producers though the crop is mot in danger
now, says Cane Growers’ Association’s Brian
Sugden. Last year the sugar crop grossed
R2,46bn with exports earning R530m.

11\\\0\2_

Other export crops looking good are de-
ciduous fruit and citrus. Unifruco GM Louis
Kricl expects a record deciduous crop and
higher export receipts than last year’s
R1,46bn.
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Drought damage . .. river beds

baked dry

Citrus Exchange CE Doug Stanton says
there is enough irrigation water for this
year's crop, which should at least equal last
year's exports of 31.,5m cartons, earming
R1,1bn in forex.

Red meat consumers may benefit from the
drought as farmers are forced to unload
stock on the markets. If the Meat Board
allows the market 1o operate normalily, the
increased supply will drive down prices later
this year. Which means that prices will shoot
up again as soon as the rains return and
farmers rebuild stocks.

Wool Board GM Jan Kievit says that
while enforced slaughtering of wool sheep
could sharply reduce the seasonal chlip to
85m kg, higher wool prices could push up
export earnings from last year’s R697Tm toan
expected R788m this year.

Weather Bureau forecasting director Gert
Schuitz says: “Normal summer rains are
brought about by Atlantic highs feeding in
cool, moist air from the south, coupled with
moist tropical air moving in from the north.”

This year, however, the highs are over the
land mass and are cutting off the moist air
flows from north and south. Cold fronts,
which normally sweep by south of the conti-
nent in semmer, have left an unseasonal
mark on the Cape, while the normal south-
easterlies over the western Cape, which blow
the moist air to the north, are absent.

Climatologists say local conditions may
have been caused by the El Nino in the
Pacific Ocean, a massive band of warmer-
than-normal water which distorts global cli-
matic paiterns and creates droughts in the
southern hemisphere. |
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By MONWABISI NOMADOLO

A FAKE time-bomb was recently dis-
covered om the Witklipbank farm
bought by late Thembisa millionaire
Charles Moloi, police said.
Moloi caused a sensation when he
bought two farms from rightwing own-
ers in CP territory, and as the cherry on
top, employed a white manager.

East:Rand police liaison officer Lieu-
tenant Wikus Weber said police re-
ceived a tip-off about the bomb from an
anonymous caller.

Weber said police experts were sent
to the area and the bomb, which had a
timer, was removed,

No explosives

He said there were no explosives in
the bomb, but added that it must have
been assembled by a professional. The
bomb was placed a short distance from
the main house, Weber said.

He added that police were investigat-
ing the matter and the motive was still
unknown.

Police could not rule out that it was a
racially motivated act, he said.

However the Moloi family denied
any knowledge of a bomb on their farm.

Charlie, Moloi’s younger son who is
managing the farm, said the family was
disturbed by the news of the bomb and

Lf

them about it

The Moloi family first learnt about
the bomb when they were contacted by
City Press for comment.

Moloi, a diabetic, died in December.

His former white farm manager,
Bruce Ivy, was dismissed in October
because he was “unproductive”, a fam-
ily member said.

ivy, now a fugitive from the Delmas
police, is wanted in connection with a
charge of attempted murder after he
allegedly went beserk and raided the
home of his black lover, Sophie, for
whom he had already started paying
lobola.

He fired several shots at her father,
David Mahlangu, with his rifle. Ivy has
not been seen since. A warrant for his
arrest has been issued.

1n another development Charlie told
City Press that the farmhouse was bad-
ly damaged after police raided the
house in search of Ivy.

Charlie said the doors of the house
(inside and outside) were kicked to
pieces, the ceiling was damaged and the
carpet was torn.

“But how could they look for 2 man
under a carpet?” he asked.

However, Weber said the family
should lay a complaint against the po-
lice, who were allegedly led by a Cap-
tain Venter.

the fact that the police did not inform

sic
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hope for new livelihood in towns

s Corres frolled usage by private owners, whe  that many farmers would leave their
;?E@S'BURG ion%j?; tempers. 4sed ezpensive drilling and pumping land this vear if it did not rain,
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vaal farmers have decided to abandon ment. T 3“3 eral Eaome s LS Wer gy
the land, and several farmers were simply ri

In the Scutpansberg district ing out the crisis in low-paid town
Strict water restrictions are in  drought devastation iIs evident. Piti- Jjobs, optimistic that they could take
force in several towns. Lonis Tri- fully thin cattle search listlessly for up farming again when the rains
chardt residents are not allowed to forage in the desert-like bushveld. came.
water gardens, as dwindling water Parched hollows are the only evi- The worst hit drought areas in the
supplies from the Albasini Dam angd 2 dence left of once full farm dams. In  north are the Ellisras and Koedoes-
few boreholes were being conserved blaces where grazing was once plenti- rand districts near the Botswana bor- -
for domestic nse, ful, only stones remain, der, Alldays, Messina and Tshipise, as
Residents blamed the drastic drop Transvaal Agriculture Union presi-  well as most of Gazankuly and jarge
in underground supplies on uncon- dent Dries Bruwer recently predicted parts of northern Lebowa, !
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For the record®;\2\4"
A report in The Star Friddy,
stating that a merger be-
tween Sentraal Wes Co-op
and Kroonstad Wes Co-:p
was on the cards because of .
financial difficulties being
experienced by Sentraal
Wes, was incorrect. In fact,.
the proposed merger ariges -
out of Kroonstad Wes's i -
nancial difficuities. Seniraal
Wes is one of South Afriea’s

most financially healthy.co-
o ) (¥
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N TVl farmers
quit land as

By Dirk Nel (/T

Northern Transvaal Buresn

PIETERSBURG — With
temperatures soaring bevond
40deg C. and little hope for
relief in sight. many drought-
stricken far northern Trans-
vaal farmers have decided to
abanden the land and ssek a
livelihood in towns.

Striet water restriciicns are
in force in several towrns.

Louis Trichardt residents are
not allowed to water their gar-
dens because dwindling water
supplies from the Albasini Dam
and a few boreholes are being
zonserved for domestic use. The
3tar was told,

A resident blamed the dras.
Ade drop in underground water
supplies on the uncontrolled
vater usage of private land-
ywners, who could afford expen-
dive drilling and pumping equip-
nent.

When The Star visited the
ioutpansberg district. the de-
-astation from the drought was
-vident everywhere.

Ir the Alldays area. pitifully
thin cattle searched for food in
the desert-like bushveld. Parched
hollows were the only evidence
of once-full farm dams. Where
grazing was once plentiful, only
stones remained.

Transvaal Agricultural Union
president Dries Bruwer recent-
ly predicted that many farmers
would leave their land this vear
if it did not rain. It is clear that
the exodus has begun in the Sout-
pansberg area. though no statis-
tics are available.

An attorney said the number
of pending insolvencies in the far
north was disturbing. The
chances of selling drought-strick-
en farms were remote, and sev-
eral farmers were simply riding
out the crisis in low-paid town
jobs, optimistic that they couid
take up farming again when the
rains came.

The worst-hit drought areas in
the north are the Ellisras and
Koedoesrand districts near the
Botswana border, Alldays, Mes-
sina and Tshipise, as well as
most of Gazankulu and large
parts of northern Lebowa.
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Heat and dust . . . undernourished cattie in the desert-

tike bushveld near Alldays in the far

5

northern Transvaal.
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OR GENERATIONS the
land has been a powerful
and emotive subject. It has
underpinned the identities of
communities and nations and, as
such, has been a prineipal cause
of intercommunity and inter-

national conflict. ;
. Given SA’s turbulent history of

voluntary and inveluntary popola-
tion movements, the land issue is a
political and economie minefield,
Any resolution will entai] addressing
two apparently conflicting objec-
tives: the political necessity to rem-
edy some of the historical inequities
of apartheid; and the need to enhance
rural productivity and economic
sustainability. .

The most commoniy mooted
means to address the socio-politicai
objective is land reform. In partico-
lar, it has been snggested that signifi-
cant areas of productive land shonid
be transferred rapidly te black
smaltholder farmers. While propo-
pents of sueh a policy believe this
would not jeo ise raral produeti-
vity, the reality is quite different.

The experience of developing
countries which have implemented
radical land reform, such as Mexico
and Egypt, is not encouraging, It has
proved diffienlt to enhance the pro-

-ductivity of reecipient farmers

through support programmes. In ad-
dition, the benefits of these pro-
grammes have tended to be captured

by rich farmers at the expense of -

poor smali farmers.

A central problem is a shortage of
able entrepreneurs who are ezpect-
ed to run the new smaillholdings.
Many talented roral dwellers tend to
migrate fo cities where there are
better economic opportunities. This
problem has also been encountered
in Botswana, where attempts to es-
tablish smallho}der farms in Panda-
matenga in the northeast have large-
ly fajled. . :

In 1950/91, there were reports of
the apparent viabitity of 2 nurnber of
smaliholder projects in Matal and
the northeastern Transvaal. Consid-
erable enthusiasm was engendered
for smallholder farming as the sole-
tion to the problem of roral un-
employment and the key to house-
hold food security. On closer
examination. however, the viability

1

Cities will suffer
if not built on a
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of these projects was found to be
questionable. - !
Political pressures to implement
radical land reform will remain.
These may be given added impetus
by events in the region. After 12
years of independence in Zimbabwe,
the issue is still high on the political
agenda. In Namibia, last year’s land
conference established a presiden-
tial comunitiee to examine ways of
reforming the status quo.
Nevertheless, to safegnard the
econemic viability of SA’s rural
areas, such pressures muost be held in
check. Even on the basis of purely
social criteria, large-seale land
transfers may be undesirable. Black
rural employment may be more se-
core under white commercial far-
mers thap under a new system of
black smaliholdings. An appropriate
rural sector strategy will therefore
be gradualist. This would not only
benefit the rural and national econo-
mies, but would also serve the inter-
ests of the rural poor.
Programmes #o sopport smail-

“holder farmers, such as those being

run by the Development Bank of
Southern Africa, are to be encour-
aged. However, before substantial
amounts of land are transferred to
new stallholders, the viability of
such programmes must be unequivo-
cally established.

The way in which smatlholder pro-
grammes are developed will be criti-
cal to their chance of success. It is

crucial to avoid the growth of ineffi-
cient and unaccountable rural sector
buréaucracies. The general ap-
proach sheuld be to support indepen-
dent, community-based institutions
which are made accountable for
their performance. In the area of
housing finanes, recent initigtives by
the Independent Development Trust
to support group-based lending
schemes provide a useful precedent,
Community-based institotions could

This was one of my prayers:
far a parcel of land not so
very large, which should
have a garden and a spring
of overflowing water near
_the house, and a bit of

woodland as well as these.
-— Horace, 65 BC — 8 AD.

also be used for the provision of agri-
enltural inputs and the marketing of
agricuitural products. - .

However suecessful smailholder
programmes become, there is a
eritical drawback to making them
the cornerstone of a rural develop-
ment strategy. This is that agricul-
ture typically provides only a mod-
est proportion of the total income of
smallholders in SA. .

This is partly because agricuitaral
actjvities necessarily have a low re-

turn in thé drier parts of the country.
It is also due to the inherent riskiness

- of agriculture, which encourages

people to diversify their sources of
income as a risk-spreading strategy.

Low-yielding agricultural produc-
tion is often the resnlt of a deliberate
and rational economic calculus. Giv-

- &n the risk of erop fail T cattle

death due to environmental factors,
it may be rational not to invest too
heavily in these activities, both in
financial and labour terms.

An appropriate rural secter strat-
egy will therefore also be diversi-
fied, to co ond with the diversi-
fied pature of rural incomes. This
conld inelode wildlife atilisation
schemes, tourism, and public works
programmes to rehabilifate the
environment.

At national level, there is a danger
that rural interests will be subordin-
ated to urban interests nnder a new

litical dispensation. Under apart-

eid, agricultoral policies for the
white commmerical farmers had
much in common with those of many
countries in the developed world.
Agricultural product prices have
supported above market-clear-
ing levels, while numerous other
government measures have also pro-
tected the agricuitural sector.

As in the developed world, these
policies have been driven by the po-
litically powerful farm lobby. In 54,
this lobby has started to weaken, a

. process likely to continue. The re-

moval of excessive subsidies to this
sector is to be weleomed, and repre-
sents a move to greater national eco-
nomie efficiency. There is a danger.
however, that the pendulum may be
allowed to swing too far in the oppo-
site direction.

As for most developing countries,
the most important political
constituencies in SA in the "90s are
likely to be urban and industrial, In
much of the Third World this has
resulted in a litany of economic dis-
tortions wiich have retarded rural
econontes.

Food prices in wrban areas are
frequently depressed for the benefit
of middie-class consumers, at the
cost of government subsidies and
lower producer prices. Depressed
producer prices directly harm the
rural sector, while government bud-
getary demands often damage the
national economy through inflation
and overvalued exchange rates. In
turn, overvalued exzchange rates
penalise exports, which are often
dominated by agricultural products.

Policies which discriminate
against the rural sector also exacer-
bate urbanisation problems as rural/
urban migration 15 accentuated,

It is critical that, as SA shifts the
balance of its political constituen-
cies, it does not follow these exper-
iences. In reducing subsidies to the
white commercial farm sector, the
government should redirect these
budgetary resources within the rorai
economy. Many Far Eastern indus-
trial suwccesses such as Japan and
Taiwan achieved their early and
rapid growth rates on the base of 2
healthy agricultural sector.

Given the large and fast expand-
ing rural population in SA. substan-
tially raised rural sector producti-
vity is a necessary condition for
successful national econgmic devel-
opment. Insofar as a strong rurai
economy retards migration from the
rural to the urban areas. it is aiso a
tiecessary condition for the building
of viable cities.

O Faster was formerly an econo-
mist at the National Development
Bank of Botswana and is now em-
ployed at Anglo American. Greg-
ory, now a fraelance writar re-
sgarched the land question for
Anglo; The views expressed, how-
evar, are their own.
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Houner A
Nelson .(auk \'L\C\L Nomlingsaniselo 628
andela 1 Head of Department Linge 720
i Teacher Hlengisa 240
Oscar Mpetha 1 Head of Department Total 6 421
2 Teachers
Langa 1 Head of Department
3 Teachers Secondary
I D Mkize 1 Teacher Ebutsheni 600
Fezeka 2 Teachers Intlanganiso 600
fkamvaletu 370
Additienat classroom places: Cape Peninsula Vuyiseka 250
*14. Mr K M ANDREW asked the Minister = Total 1 820
Education and Training:
Grand Total 8 240

Whether any additional classroom places have
been made available for the 1992 school year
at primary and secondary schools in the Cape
Peninsula; if not, why not; if so, (2) how many
were made available at such (i) primary and
(1) secondary schools and (b) what are the
names of the schools involved?

B42E

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
TRAINING:

Yes.

{a) (i) 680 (as a result of the construction of
new classrooms) 6 421 (due to the
implementation of the platoon sys-
tem)

{ii) 420 (as a result of the construction of
new classrooms) 8 240 (due to the
mmplementation of the platoon sys-
tem)

{b) New classroom places as a result of the
construction of new classrooms:

Primary Classrooms  Places
Mkhanyiseli 3 120
Mfuleni 14 560
Secondary

Langa i2 420

New classroom places as a result of the
introduction of the platoon system:

Primary Places
ilifa 500
Chuma 960
Intshayelelo 960
Nkazimio 1040
Encotshent 1040
Liwa 333
HOLUISE OF ASSEMBLY

Note: The Department intends to build the
following number of classrooms during 1992:

Classrooms  Places

{a) Primary 156 6 240
{b) Secondary 83 2905
Total 230 9145

Transnet: hiring out of locomotives/carriages

*15. Mr F J LE ROUX ask Minister for
Public Enterprises:

(1) Whether Transoet Limited hires out or
makes available railway locometives and/
or carriages to agencies in Africa; if so,

(a) to v?hom and (b) for what consider-

auon: flausec e 4 1
(2) whether this consideration has been paid
to date?

BA4E

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC ENTER-
PRISES:

The Managing Director of Transnet Limited
replied as follows to the Honourable Mem-
ber’s question:
(1) Yes.
(a8} Swazland, Zimbabwe, Zambia
Zaire, Malawi and Botswana.

(b) Locomotive hire varies from R2 (90
to R3 000 per day. Carriage hire
amounts to R358 per day.

(2) Yes, except in one case and arrangements
in this instance have already been made.

Hrungared
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INTERPELLATION drought relief scheme but, in the 1989-90 finan-

=+

The sign * indicates a translation. The sign %,
used subsequently in the same interpellation,
indicates the originat language.

cial year, the department received claims for
only R15,91 million in respect of this scheme,
and this was paid because it had rained and the

" . drought did not persist.

Own Affairs:

State Revenue Fund: amounts returned =

Mr C H PIENAAR asked the_ Minister of
Agricultural Development: 1

(1) Whether certain amouots for which pro-
vision was made in the estimates of his
Depariment for the 1989-90 finaacial year
were returned to the Siate Revenue
Fund; if so, why;

(2) whether he foresees such an eventuality
again occurring in the 1991-92 financial
year?

BHI2E.INT

*The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT: Mr Speaker, the reply to the
question of whether money from the Depart-
ment of Agricuftural Development's budget for
the 1989-90 financial year was returned to the
State Revenue Fund, is yes.

What actuatly happened is that unspent funds in
the amount of R81,5 million were redepasited in
the Revenue Account: House of Assembly by
the Department of Agricultural Development in
terms of the Exchequer Act, 1975, Included in
this was an amonnt of R41,7 million voted for
emergency relief in terms of section 8(1) of the
Exchequer Act, 1975. It was held over for
appropriation in the next financial year. The
reason for this was that farmers could not
timeously submit their claims for approved re-
pairs after flood damage during the 1989-90
financial year. Owing to delays in the submission
and disposal of claims in respect of floods in
Natal and the Orange Free Siate, and pariicu-
larly as a result of further rains and further
floods, high river levels and a shortage of
earth-moving contractors, farmers could not
complete the planned repairs in the financial
year concerned. Consequently this amount was
redeposited in the appropriation for additional
expenditure for the financial year ending
31 March 1921. It was voied for the same
purpose in the 1990-91 financial year and spent.
This is normal State accounting.

The lion's share of the balance of R39,8 miilion
was originally voted for stock farmers’ disaster

In consequence, it is difficult to budget exactly
for this disaster scheme. In the 1987-88 financial
year, for instance, R76,01 million was budgeted
and all of it paid. The next year the amount was
also R76,17 million. In 1989-90 it was only
R15,91 million. The next year we budgeted for
R60 million but only R9,94 million was paid.
This year we budgeted for onty R30 million and
we have already paid R45 million. This is as a
resule of the unpredictable nature of droughts for
which we have to budget. Consequently when
there are surplus funds they are carried over 10
the next year, as has happened now.

With regard to funds this year, the funds which
were budgeted for drought last year were there-
fore rolled over, appear in this year's budget and
are being spent. To the question of whether
funds will be redepasited this year, the reply is
also yes, On the basis of statistics in our posses-
sion, it appears that we are approximately 2%
within the 2% limit of the total amount vated,
which is normal.

*Mr CH PIENAAR: Mr Speaker, this question
was put inter alia as a result of the most cynical
comment which appeared in the Auditor-Gen-
eral’s report on the appropriation in miscefla-
neous accounts of the Administration: House of
Assembly for 1989-90 where the reason for this
repayment is given, and this reason came from
that hon Minister’s department. [ shall quote
fram page 32 of that report:

.. . the demand for financial assistance was
less than expected, owing to improved agricul-
turaf conditions.

Does that hon Minister want to tell us now that
his department furnished the Auditor-General
with these statistics? From what other source
could the Auditor-General have obtained them?
Did his department say that agricultural condi-
tions had improved during that period? [ want to
allege that this is an extremely cynical attitude
which is characteristic of this Government and
specifically that department’s attitude toward
farmers who are caught up in an unprecedented
Crists.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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I want to add that the hon the Minister of the
National Intelligence Service coniributes to this
cynicism by the actions of his department and the
local area commitiees which have now been
formed to deal with the disasier. The Free State
Agricultural Union says now that the problem is
that not all magistrates in the Free State are
aware of this and have not yet been instructed by
the Department of Justice 1o act in accozdance
with it.

While our people are in the process &hgoing
under, the hon the Minister is spying on the
former State President and the CP instead of
instructing its magistrates to support farmers.

There is mention here of improved agricultural
conditions. If one should take a look at the
SA AU survey of agriculture which has just been
published, one would see that the total farming
profit, the net income after the payment of
interest, for 1990-91 was almost R1,7 billion, or
25,4% lower tham in 1989-90. These are im-
proved agricultural conditions according to the
NP Government.

The farmers’ burden of debt has increased. And
these are improved agricultural conditions! The
fact that increases in the prices of farming
requisites were 10,6% and surpassed those of
products by a huge 5,3% indicates that the
farmers’ exchange ratio deteriorated further.
According to that department, however, agricul-
tural conditions in South Africa had improved.

The ever-increasing costs per unit produced
thwart the export effort of agriculture. All that
saves us is a negative thing, that is the decline of
the rand. This is all that saves farming on that
basis. That department says that agricultural
conditions in South Africa have improved. To
judge by any norm . . . [Time expired.]

*Mr W U NEL: Mr Speaker, it is clear that for
some years a crisis has been developing in
agriculture. The Government should have had a
long-term strategy in this regard long ago. | am
afraid it does not exist. In the coming year drastic
relief measures will be required to assist farmers
o survive a national disaster. This is clear.

1 want to suggest that it is the immediate priority
to make available a direct cash subsidy for the
payment of cash wages to farm workers. This will
obviously have to 1ake place with the necessary
control. I am saying this because, although there
are tens of thousands of farmers who are in a

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

state of crisis and who could be helped success-
fully to survive it, we should remember thai
there are hundreds of thousands who would go
under in a rationalisation programme and whose
job opportunities would simply disappear.

We are talking about the future of farm workers,
We spent billions of rands on decentralisation
programmes 10 establish industries in the wrong

» places. Now there is suddenly an opportunity
which the Government can use to save the futuse
of hundreds of thousands of people in a relatively
inexpensive manner and to keep them in employ-
ment where they will in any case be required
again in the future as soon as climatic conditions
improve.

It is the moral duty of this Government to react
to this immediately before it is teo fate. It is also
economically justifiable. Lastly, it is essential to
do this to avert a tidal wave which would
otherwise descend on our already chaotic and
rapidly growing urban areas where we cannot
easily accommodate them.

The people will never forgive this Government
and this Parliament if we wake up too late.

*The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT: Mr Speaker, 1 am repeatedly
amazed al the way in which the CP work with
normal good budgeting procedures and then try
to exploit the ignorance of farmers and the public
for political gain,

*Mr C H PFIENAAR: You are insulting farmers
now.

*The MINISTER: This happens time and again.
The reasons have been mentioned to that hon
member times without number. [Interjections.]
He even takes that report out in constituencies
and tells voters that they should look at the
Government, because it takes money and re-
turns it and does not want to spend it on farmers.

*Dr F HARTZENBERG: That is true.

*The MINISTER: Is this how the hon member
occupies his time? Is this how he misleads
farmers?

*Dr F HARTZENBERG: You have just said it.

*The MINISTER: This is what the CP does time
after time. Then farmers swallow it whole be-
cause the hon member quotes from a book and
tells them 1o take a look at the way this
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Government treats farmers. [Interjections.] of R7,1 billion to subsidise farmers because their

They conduct dialogue as if they were the
farmers’ champions. Actually the SA Agricul-
tural Union is the farmers’ champion. The SA
Agricultural Union and this Goverament have a
firm agreement to talk 10 one another Ip ireq out

these problems. - ,

- -
*Mr C H PIENAAR: You are no chantpron. ~

*The MINISTER: When we have solved prob-
lems on the basis of orderly plans which are
feasible at grassroots level, the CP wants to tear
us apatt as if they were the so-called champions.
I consider it foolhardy to deal with farmers’
interests in this way. [Interjections.] 1t is trre-

sponsible to do it like this. Ge ;
*Dr F HARTZENBERG: We'af¢ not as fright-
ened as you.

*The MINISTER: The hon member for Mooi
River spoke about assistance. We shall look into
this. There is a procedure, however, that we
have established for assistance to farmers via the
SA Agricultural Union because one cannot
apply the plans that one has made unilaterally if
one does not have the co-operation of organised
agriculture. [ have taken note of the hon mem-
ber’s plans and 1 think that we shall be able to
implement them. [Time expired.]

*Dr P I GOUS: Mr Speaker, the CP accepts that
in this regard officials of the Department acted
according to prescribed policy, a policy which is
extremely limiting in view of the way in which the
relief programmes have to be implemented. We
accept this. Therefore there was a prescribed
policy but it was extremely limiting and the
problems actually hinge on this.

Surely we in South Africa have an example
which is worthy of emulation. Surely we work
according to the capitalist system, just as the
USA, Canada and the EEC countries do. One
thing that these countries wifl never do, how-
ever, is to jeopardise their provision of food by
supporting their farming comrunities with inad-
equate funds, not to meation the failvre to use
budgeted funds. One simply does not see that the
depariments of agriculture of these countries fail
to use budgeted money.

I want to give the hon the Minister a single
example, namely Canada. He can ascertain the
facts for himself. Over the past three months
Canada has even used a year’s budgeted amount

incomes are low. This amounts to as much as
R60 000 per annum per farmer, in other words
per farm.

What are we doing here in South Africa? We are
doing the exact opposite. We do not take
long-term decisions in South Africa. A stand-
point of principle which is wrang is at issue here.
Each of these hon Ministers sitting in front of me
is equally guilty of this,

Our Government is squandering billions of non-
production-orientated projects and then enor-
mous sums of money are borrowed in an effort to
pay the current expenditure of the State. We
then have a high State-created rate of inflation
and try to curb it by keeping interest rates sky
high, interest rates above a level that any agricul-
turzl producer can afford. Instead of real sieps to
help farmers pay their accumulated debt of
R18& billion, agricultural budgets are deliberately
pruned almost annually. Even budgeted money
is being redeposited while farmers are wretched
and impoverished. [Time expired.]

*Mr C H PIENAAR: Mr Speaker, the hon the
Minister says we are politicising the issue but,
after they had received a motion of no confi-
dence and a flea in the ear in Bloemfontein and
after the hon the Minister had nearly had a
hiding, they slunk off to Kroonstad in typical
Broederbond manner and held a secret meeting
with NP farmers.

Sonte of the farmers present there had mean-
while joined the CP and told us what nonsense
the hon the Minister had spoken there. What he
did not tell them was that the hon the Deputy
Minister of Agricultural Development, who is
sitting next to him, said that he would rather live
nextto a Black than next to a CP member. Thisis
the type of person with whom we have to
co-operate. f[[nterjections. | He should go and tell
the farmers in the Free Stwate that the hon the
Deputy Minister said this.

I want to know from him what he has to say
aboul the standpoint emanating from his depart-
ment that agriculture is not a strategic industry. [
want to know whether he agrees that we can
import food more cheapty than we can produce it
here. [Time expired.]

*The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT: Mr Speaker, | do not know
whether it is always an advaniage to have a

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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member of the CP for a neighbour, but let us
teave it at that in any case. [Interjections.} I do
not know whether it is always an advaniage.

[Interjections. ] @b&/\..

With regard to assistance 10 agricufture, I want
to say that in the past this Government has pever
tumed iis back on agriculture when there has
been a problem.

*An HON MEMBER: That is not true.

*The MINISTER: Hon members can argue
whether it was sufficient or tao little and whether
it was {00 early or too late, but the fact remains
that every time the Government has come to the
assistance of agriculture on the basis of merit and
after a good evalvation, otherwise agriculture
would have gone under by now. We have always
done this in difficult times and we shall do it
again now that agricultuere is experiencing great
difficulties. [Interjections.] That is why hon
members need not fear that the Government will
turn its back on agriculture; on the contrary, we
are already engaged in an evaluation of it as hon
members will hear later.

With regard to the fact that the budget for
agriculiure is deliberately cni every year, my
reply is that this is devoid of all truth.

*Mr C H PIENAAR: But why do you cut it?

*The MINISTER: It is not true that we cut it.
The need is identified on the basis of budgetary
procedures and then we budget for that need.
We do deal with subsidies in this direct way in the
agriculture budger. We deal with them in differ-
ent ways and not necessarily in the same way as
in the past.

Secondly, I wam to reply to the question in
connection with agriculture as a strategic indus-
try. Of course, the production of food s of
paramount importance and that is why agricul-
ture receives high priority in terms of tie budget
and we take a good look at agriculture because jt
provides us with food in this counltyy, because it
is imporiant o the infrastructure of rural areas,
and because approximately 25% to 304 of the
economy of this country is related to agricultural
preditction and agricultural activities in a certain
sense. [Time expired. |

Debate concluded.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

QUESTIONS

tIndicates translated version,
For oral reply:

Own Affairs:

School models B and C: Transvaal

*1. Adv]])SPRINSLOO asked the Minister of
Education and Culture:;

(1} Whether any cases have been brought 10
his attention where members of manage-
ment councils have in an irregular manner
persuaded parents in the Transvaal to
vote in favour of school models B and C;
if so, what cases;

(2) whether he intends taking any steps in this
connection; if not, why not; if so, what
steps?

B3E

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
CULTURE:

(1) No, however I am aware of complaints
about attempts o persuade parents.

(2) No, because steps have already been
taken.

TAdv J J § PRINSLOO: Mr Speaker, arising
from the hon the Minister's reply, if it is brought
to his atiention and can he proved that manage-
ment  council members  persuaded people
through positive misrepresentation—to use a
better word, fraud—to vote for Model B or
Model C, is he prepared to take steps to set aside
the system which he implemented as a result of a
referendum based on such fraud?

tThe MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
CULTURE: Mr Speaker, in every case where
for instance I ailso received complaints about
attempis at persuasion, I thoroughly examined,
on the merits of the case, all sides 1o the matter,
tried to obtain all the information possible and
took decisions accordingly. If then in future I
receive such duly motivated, founded allega-
tions, I shall investigate them in the same
mannet.

tAdv J J § PRINSLOO: Mr Speaker, further
arising from the hon the Minister’s reply, I wish
to say, with respect, that he is not answering my
question. The question is whether he is pre-
pared, in cases where fraud has been committed

upon parent communities by management coun-
cils or management council members, 1o set
aside the system which he implemented on the
basis of a referendum resulr.

7The MINISTER: Mr Speaker, we have a
system in use. 1 cannot undo the system because
it might possibly have been contravened in a few
cases. No, I cannot. In every case, as 1 replied in
the first instance, T will—if [ get well-founded
complaints within the system—investigate the
complaints. [iaterjections. |

Mr R M BURROWS: M Speaker, arising
further from the hon the Minister's reply, I
wonder whether he would take steps in cases in
which schools did not attain the requiréd major-
ity as a result of the distribution of fallacies and
fraudulent material to pupils, to hand to their
parents, by the CP’s front organisation and The
Own Schools Assaciation at the gaies of schools?

An HON MEMBER: Disgraceful!

The MINISTER: My Speaker, should I recejve
information regarding that, it would receive my
attention in the same manner as I have already
explained. fInterjections. |

West Rand: school model C

*2. AdvJJSPRINSLOO asked the Minister of
Education and Culture:$

(i) Whether the voting percentages required
for the implementation of school model C
were met at two schools in the West Rapd
area, whose names have been furnished
to the Minister’s Department for the
purpose of his reply; if so, what are the
relevant details; if got,

(2) whether, despite the voling percentages
recorded, he has granted permission for
the implementation of school model C ar
these schools; if so, (a) what are the
names of the schools and {b) on what
grounds did he grant permission;

(3) whether any steps are contemplated to
protect the rights of the parents who did
not vote in favour of school model C;if
0, what steps?

B4E

iThe MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
CULTURE:

(1) No,

(2) yes,

(a) Laerskool Dr Havinga and Hoég:-
skool Florida,

{b) on the grounds of the weli motivated
recommendations submitted by the
respective chairmen of the manage-
ment councils and because there are
other schools in the immediate vicin-
ity to which parents who are not in
favour of the conversion, can send
their children. The deviation {2
shortfall of 1,48% in both cases)
from the required percentages in the
above instances was very small and
acceptable reasons were given;

(3) no, because adequate provision exists.

TAdv J 1 S PRINSLOO: Mr Speaker, arising out
of the hon the Minister’s reply, I want 1o know
what margin, in percentage, he allows on the
required percentages for implementing a model
before he says it is ton great a margin, and in
spite of the requests, he is pot going to imple-
ment the model,

tThe MINISTER: Mr Speaker, I have not set
any standards whereby [ allow deviations. Devi-
ations are allowed on the basis of the circum-
stances applying in each case and after proper
consideration.

tAdv I J § PRINSLOO: Mr Speaker, further
arising out of the hon the Minister's reply, I wamt
to say that from his original reply we know that
perceatages laid down in the circulars from his
Department were noi complied with. In this
particular case he said that there was a matgin of
1, something which meant that the percentage
was not attzained. How great must that margin be
before the hon the Minister does not take into
account any submission or good arguments or
anyihing and goes and implements a model?

tThe MINISTER: Mr Speaker, i hoped the hon
member would understand that I have already
replied to that. He is referring to the circutars
that were sent. In the circular it js clearly stated
that the percentage vote in favour of a change
would, although important, not necessarily be
decisive and from the nature of the case the
Minister would also take other facts into ac-
count.

Iris those factors that [ am taking into account in
each case.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY




CUMMERCIAL AND INDUDIKIAL PROPERLY

Asalysts deseribe current com-
mercial and industrial preper-
ty market conditions as tough.
Which is a good time, believe
many players, to get innovative
about property broking.

Someone who defiritely
backs this way of thinking is
Max Braude, managing direc-
tor, Landmark, whoe kas just ne-
gotiated a very creative deal
between a buyer and a seller
for a building in Braamfontein
with what would have seemed
to the average onlooker as some
insurmountable problerns.

“The buyer wanted extensive
renovations. They wanted own-
ership but with a very small de-
posit. The building did not war-
rant more than an 80 percent
bond and the seller was fot pre-

Innovative

pared to settle for a rental,”
says Mr Braude.

“We priced the renovations
at one third again of the build-
ing's value. Then we were able
to raise a bond for 80 percent of
the totat — ie of 130 percent of
the original unrenovated
value.”

Problem

The next problem was that
the buyer did not want to put-
down even the 20 percent still
required to make thesale.

Which is when Landmark got
‘ o

geal

siae. 5[z e .

creative. They devised an in-
stalment deed of sale planm

which enabled the buyer to put
down a 10percent deposit and

. make up a 30 percent deposit

aver two years through three
balloon payments culminating
in the payment of the balance
ontstanding at the end of the
two-year period.

“The buyer and seller signed
joint liability for a bond of
30 percent.

“The seller took a separate
bond of 40 percent of the reno-

by L%nd%ark

being paid by the buyer services
that hond in the hand of the sell-
er.

“It's an intricate financial
deal that tock us about three
months to negotiate.”

Investors

Many property investors are
currently advising against high
gearing. Should the deal sour or
lower inflation curb the expect-
ed increase in building value,
some investors would certainly
take the view that the lender of

vated value of the building as

the finance has put too much at
cash in hand and the interest P 2

stake.

S ——

Is this a risky deal? Mr
Braude believes not.

“Yes, the cost of money is
high but the property value wiil
increase and at the end of the
day, I believe the capital cost is
cheap. We have also done facto-
ry developments at close to
100 percent finance. In an infla-
tion economy, te buy with to-
morrow's money means you get
the property at next to nothing
at the end of the day.

‘“These deals are not for
everyone. They're tailored for
the company that has a goed
cash flow but low capital.”

2
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Another innovative move by
Landmark is the cenclusion of
another Braamfontein sale —
through conversion of a build-
ing that languished on the mar- °
ket for months without a buyer.
in this case, the buyer is Stu-
dywell College and the building I
is Mo 102 De Korte Street. i

“The building was gutted and
a hasement floor added to cre- L.

GheStar -.,
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. ate a beautiful new college
' campus for Studywell,” says Mr
Braude.

.. % The renovation lifted the
" value of 102 De Korte Street by
80 percent.

“The bond was granted, with
a top up overdraft facility
available, on the basis of quan-
tity surveyors’ figures,” said Mr

This regular Commerclal and Industriai property
- feature has been writien and compiled by Susan
Ramwell In co-operation with leading figures In the

property industry.
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Farmers face bankru

. By Helen Grange
Pretoria Burean

Thousands of Tramsvaal
and Free State farmers
face sequestration as a
result of total crop fail-
ure in some areas, and
agriculture experts pre-
dict Sonth Africa will
have to import ap te
R3 million tons of maize
to meet demand in 1992,
The dronght and heat have

devastated thonsands of
hectares of crops, and veld
fires are destroying the only
grazing land left, aceording

to National Maize Producers
tion - spokesman
Giel van ZyL

Neighbouring states had
also suffered massive crop
fgilures and would have to
'm:porr. large amonnts of

muaize throngh South African
harhonrs.

Mr van Zyl warned that
there conld be food short-
ages because the transport

STIL - glt\‘ﬂ,
Drought forces maize 1mports {

system would be inadequate
to import the amount of
maize that may be needed.

He also warned of an in
crease in rural umemplog-
ment and failore of roral bu-
sinesses because of farmers
leaving the land.

“The comtrys entire
socio-economic structure is
being threatened We, are

seeing a real threat to the
consumer and we need dras-
tic measures to address this
crisis,” he said.

Agricolture Minister Br
Kraai van Niekerk is in daily
contact with officials of his
department. He plans to sur-
vey farms in the OFS and
western Transvaai by heli-
copter next week and attend
meetings in Kroonstad and

/‘

Bethel. Varions pehhml par- -

ties and agricultural aothori-
ties are due to meet him.

A national day of prayer.

has been
Sunday.

organised for this

The SA Agricultural Union |
has predicted that the maize ~

crop conld fall below Smil-

lion tons this year, the smal-
lest crop in a decade.

Sources satd farmers were

1

4

abandonmg iarms and sesk-
ing work in the towns.
Transvaal Agricoltural
Unior  president  Dries
Bruwer said that at the Lich-
tenburg Co-operative alone,

" about 600 of the 1800 mem-

ber-farmers had been ﬁ.na.n
¢ially roined.

Without the fa.rmers and
their labourers, many rural
towns would turp into ghest
towns, Mr wvan Zyl said

“This domino effect will

have serions repurcussions
for the whole economy.”

ptcy

He said the drought was
thke worst in decades and
would inflict suffering on
farmers for years to come.

Another effect of the
drought was the pecessity
for farmers to sell their cat-
tle for immediate finance,
thereby fiooding the market
and getting lower prices.

There was also concern
that extreme drooght in
Zirnbabwe, Mozambigque and
Tanzania was fercing hungry
subsistence farmers over the

& border into South Africa.




Drought driving
thousands of @\L\%
farmers off land

The Argus Correspondent

PRETORIA. — Thonsands of Transvaal and Free
State farmers are facing sequestration as a result
of erop failures.

And agriculture experts predict South Africa
will have to import up to R3-million tons of maize
to meet the demand this year.

The continuing drought and heat have devastat-
ed thousands of hectares of crops, and veld fires
are destroying the only grazing land left, accord-
ing to National Maize Producers’ Organisation
spokesman Mr Giel van Zyl.

Neighbouring states have alse had huge crop
failures and would have to import large amounts
of maize through South African harbours.

Mr Van Zyl warned that there could be food
shortages because the transport system would be
inadequate to import the amount of maize which

-may be needed both locally and by South Africa’s
neighbours.

He also warned of an increase in rural nnem-
ployment and failure of rural businesses because
of farmers leaving the land.

“The country's entire secio-economic structure is
being threatened. We are seeing a real threat fo
the consurner and we need drastic measures to ad-
dress this crisis,” he said.

The sitnation has drawn the attention of parlia-
ment, and Agriculture Minister Mr Kraai van Nie-
kerk said he was in daily contact with his depart-
ment officials. ‘

He is to survey farms.in the Free State and
Western Transvaal by helicopter next Monday and
Tuesday and will aftend meetings in Kroonstad
and Bethel. -

The SA Agricultural Union has predicted that
the maize crop could fall below five-million tons
this year, the smallest crop in a decade.

Sources said farmers were abandoning their
farms and seeking work in the towns. The presi-
dent of the Tranmsvaal Agricuitural Union, Mr
Dries Bruwer said at Lichtenburg Co-operative
alone about 600 of the 1800-member farmers are
financially ruined.

Mr Van Zyl said the drought was the worst in
decades and would inflict suffering on the remain-
ing farmers for years to come.
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""Preturm Correspondent

Forty students from as
far  afield "85 y[¥aire,
. Ghpa . and Ingli have
F enrolled:; 24t the Bniversi-
-ty of Prétoria’

Hewly es-
. tabifished’ Posgﬁréduate

ﬁ%‘nﬁ‘ Yifral Development.

aof ‘&grltmlture

The number includes

‘men and women of all

races. They begin their
studies on February 17.
According to agricui-
ture dean Professor
Johan van Zyl, the
school’s purpose is “to

| serve rural communities

by facilitating agricul-

" ture ‘and rural develop-

ment through excellence
in scholarship, teaching,

-| learning and research”.

Professor van Zyl said

"the agriculture depart-

ment had up until the
present trained post-
graduate students fo do
research, but there was
an urgent need for sub-
ject matter specialists

ks caters

é&&to

%gnc tur% students

and extensmmsis as
practical links between
researchers and farmers.

The school will make
use of specialists in
many disciplines who
are associated with the

-agriculture department.

+ Inmitially,. - - Professor
van Zyl will head the
school but a specialist
director is envisaged in
the future.

The school, the only
one of its kind in-south-
ern Africa, offers post-
graduate degrees in agri-
cultural economics, ex-
tension, animal produc-
tion, land-use planning,
plant production and
plant protection.

Professor van Zyl said
a year’s study at similar
schools overseas would
cost students as much as
R55 008 in England and
R50000 in the United
States. A year’s study at
the Pretoria  school
would cost a mere
R3 700, he said.
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PARLIAMENT gﬂ! POLITICS

Van Niekerk set for
‘scorched earth’ i

POClion
e

G [‘l&

45 MPs to attend whistle-stop meetings as drought deepens

ALAN DUNN
Palitical Correspondent

AGRICULTURE Minister Dr Kraai van Nie-
kerk will address drought-hit farmers and
personally survey scorched crops in a heli-
copter tour next week of some of the worst
areas.

He has invited abont 45 MPs to attend meetings
he will address on Monday and Tuesday in Kroon-
stad and Bethal.

In ferms of an agreement between him and the
Conservative Party, Transvaal Agricultural Union
chairman Mr Dries Bruwer and Free State Agri-
cultural Union chairman Dr Piet Gous, both of
them MPs, will accompany him in their poHtical
capacities,

Dr van Niekerk, accompanied also by his deputy
Mr Tobie Meyer and senior officials, will visit
Bloemfontein, Senekal, Bethlehem, Vrede, Heilbron
and Bothaville on Monday.

On Tuesday, he will fly to Klerksdorp, Wolmar-
anstad, Scheizer-Reineke, Lichtenburg, Venters-
dorp, Potchefstroom, Vereeniging, Greylingstand,
Standerton, Morgenson, Davel, Bethal, Trichardt,
Devon, Springs and Pretoria.

The government has an emergency scheme to
feed farmers and their workers who are going
hungry because of the dronght.

Aid committees would be set up immediately to
start supplying those in need, Minister of Health
Dr Rina Venter announced as the House of Assen-
bly debated what was described as the “worst
drought this century”.

Health, agricultural and welfare officials, and
members of national women’s organisations would
form these committees o judge individual cases.

Agriculture Minister Dr Kraai van Niekerk said
of the drought: “It looks as though the 12 plagues of
Egypt and a few more are queueing to ravage ag-
riculture.”

He said in a special debate marked by general
agreement between the parties that it was not only
the farmer facing hard times. It was every work-
er, every rural inhabitant, every rural business,
every rural officjal.

The whole rural economy was at stake, he said.

Other implications were less food, which was
costlier and poorer in quality, and greater depen-
dence on imported foed, which was inferior and
Inore expensive.

Food self-sufficiency in South Africa was an im-
portant priority: “This makes agriculture a strate-
gic business and that is what i is in the govern-
ment’s eyes.”

The country had Iost many farmers for various
reasons in past years.

“The disaster now hitting us leaves farmers
again staring insolvency in the face”

South Africa could not afford to lose more com-
petent farmers, particularly in circumstances over
which they had little or no control

#

Dr Venter

Dr Van Niekerk

The State would therefore have to establish aid
measures to keep farmers on their lands as far as
possible. This would have to be done individually.

Organised agriculture could help by surveying

the financial positions of each farmer. But the in-
tensity of the damage had first to be determined,
and the first reasonably reliable crop estimates
could only be done in the middle of Mareh.

“After this the aid wheels can really start turn-
ing faster,” ke said.

He assured farmers of government understand-
ing and sympathy “in their hour of need”. The
State would not turn its back on them and would
help them again within its financial capacity.

“I have cleared this principle with the Cabinet
and it is again positively confirmed,” he said.

Agriculture ministers had in the past never re-
turned from the Cabinet empty-handed when a di-
saster struck agriculture, Mr Van Niekerk said.

But he said it teok time and “does not happen
overnight”.

“This does not mean we are dragging our feet
and I appeal for understanding for the processes
and prescribed budgetary procedures.”

The government would have to look not enly to
farmers, but agricultural cornmunities as a whole.

It was worrying that co-operatives were, as a |

result, facing a crunch. Some had been sequestrat-
ed. Some faced amalgamation.

Attention would have to be given this — without
co-operatives there would be chaos in the agricul-
{ural sector.

Mr Van Niekerk said all financial institutions
with an interest in agriculture would have to con-
tribute to solving these problems.

“I therefore appeal to the Land Bank, commer- !

cial banks and other creditors not {o act hastily or
irresponsibly in these difficult times. It would be
in nobody’s interest.”

Mr Dries Bruwer (CP Lydenburg) described the
drought as the worst this century. He said city
dwellers, the government, the ANC and other
oganisations did not seem to realise what was hap-
pening, and the conseguences.

It was the big, expert farmers who were collaps-
ing. All sectors should jeintly act to prevent a ca-
tastrophe.

Mr Bruwer, also chairman of the Transvaal Ag-
ticulturat Unpion, said that if it did not rain by Sun-
day there would be no crops left in the Western
Transvaal.

In central Transvaal (Delmas, Middelburg), less
than a 40 percent crop remained.

In Eastern Transvaal conditions were critical.
Eighty percent of the crops had been damaged.

The Northern Transvaal, which had had periodic
droughts since 1974, was on its knees. Various co-
operatives were coliapsing, Mr Bruwer said.

Mr Mike Tarr (DP Maritzburg North) said trage-
dy threatened. The drought stalking the rural ar-
eas would affect ali, he said, raising the prospect
of a 30 to 50 percent increase in food prices.

It would cause further unemployment and gov-
ernment should be planning relief.




By Paula Fray
Consumer Reporte

The prices of agricultural
produce are set fo soar as
consumers pick up the high
cost of the searing drought
gripping the couniry.

Unless the present heatwave
over various farming areas is
broken soon, embaitled consum-
ers reeling under double-digit
food inflation could face even
harsher price increases.

Yesterday, National Co-oper-
atives Dairies Ltd group man-
ager Dr Martiens Hermann an-
nounced an 8,02c increase in the
producer’s price of milk from
Harch 1 because of the drought.

Similar increases would be
passed on to wholesalers, but
there was no need for retailers
to pass on the increases to con-
sumers “immediately”, Dr Her-
mann said. NCD controls a third
of the dairy market.

This follows a Meat Board
warning that drought conditions
in the country could push the
price of meat up by an estimat-
ed 15 to 24 percent this year.

The Meat Board's manage-
ment information systerms head,
Jurie Snyman, said if it did not
rain within the next two weeks
there would be “drastic conse-
quences for the meat industry

cted to

and carcasses would have to be
bought in”.

On Monday, the Meat Board

announced price increases of
3,3 percent for beef, 2.8 percent
for mutton and 13.3 percent for
pork.

However, the Consumer
Council has warned that con-
sumers expect to benefit from
surpluses and would turn to al-

ternative products i meat
prices soared again.
“Consumers will buy less

meat if prices increase in spite
of the expected surplus of this
product due to the drought.”
said Comsumer Council execu-
tive director Jan Cronje.

Meat prices soared by
38,8 percent last year, according
to the Central Statistical Ser-
vice,

Mr Cronje said consumers
were sirapped for cash as a re-
sult of the economic recession
and would resist price increases
that were not in line with the
principle of demand and supply.

“In the interest of the surviv-
al of their industry. producers
and marketers of red meat are
advised to keep the depleted
buying power of consumers in
mind before increasing the
price of their products indiscri-
minately,” said Mr Cronje.

There is widespread CORCern
in agricultural circles about the
offect of the drought on the

Swafi

rices

maize market as a disastrous
year for maize could ripple
through to other industries.

Maize Board spokesman Piet
Denysschen said the conditions
were still dry and there had al-
ready been damage 1o CTODS.

“Indications are there will be
a shortage of maize fer local
consumption,” he said. Maize
would then have to be imported.

Exact figures on the effect of
the drought could not be given
as the "situation is changing” on
a daily basis, he said.

Consumers will koow im

March how the drought has af- |

fected maize crops as the board
meets then to decide on prices
for the next year.

A source in the food industry
reiterated market concern fer
the maize crop — not just as a
feed but as a basic foodstuff
under threat of shoriages.

“Shortages would, on the
principle of demand and supply,
push up prices,” he said.

According to the source, the
citrus and vegetable growing
areas in the Garatoos Valiley of
the eastern Cape, already suf-

fering from bad rains in previ-

ous vears, has been severely af-
fected by the drought.

This could lead to shortages
for canned and frozen producis
which, in turn, could put addi-
tional pressure on the price in
terms of demand and supply.

—



‘Rural economy collapsing

Drought

‘nationa
disaster’

e gt

® From Page 1

cost R500 million for
1 million tons of import-
ed maize — and it was
currently estimated that
the country needed to
import between 2 miilion,
and 3 million tons. The
figure rose with every
day withont rain.

Unless it rained, the
country’s maize harvest
woyld be between zero
and 50 percent. This
meant the financial dam-
age to a farmer — apart
from money invested in

the crop — would
i\ amount to more than
i R1million.

| in Cape Town, Dr van
Niekerk said in the spe-
cial debate, marked by
general agreement be-
tween the parties, that it
was not only the farmer

e

The Government has activated an existing emergency scheme to
feed farmers and their workers who are going hungry as the crip- °

pling drought threatens to become a national disaster.

National Health Minister Dr Rina Venter announced yesterday that aid commit-

tees would be set up immediately to start supplying those in need.

. She.spoke guring a speclat
Frouse of Assetmbly debate in By Alan Dunn -
Cape Town, during which the  gnd Helen Grange
drought wtifs desgé;;gd as
o orst this cen .
f:hl.;"’irv'mlter said health, ple were seriously threa-
agriculfural and welfare of- tened as a result of the ex-
ficials as well as members of  tensive crop failure.
national women's organisa- Mr Claassen added that
tions would form these com-  the business infrastructure
mittees to judge individual of platteland towns — al-
Cases. ready close to b_reakxng point
Agriculture Minister Dr  due to peor agricuitural con-
Kraai van Niekerk said: “It  ditions over the decades —
looks as though the 12 wouldbes.trangled.
plagues of Egypt and 2 few Professional people suck
more are queneing to ravage  as doctors, dentists and law-
agricyiture.” yers would close their doors,
Anc the chairman of the at the same time forfeiting
ational Maize Producers thousands of job opportuni-
Organisation {Nampo), Cer- ties, and there would be fur-
neels Claassen, said yester- ther retrenchments with the
day the drought was no loss of big companies i
longer an agricultural crisis  tramsport, pharmaceuticals
but a nationai disaster. and petrol among others, he

Mr Claassen said the di-  said.
saster — with its anticipated “Hundreds of thousands of
effects on the country’s econ-  workers and their families
omy — needed to be ad- — black and white — were
dressed urgently with ex- threatened. Squatier camps
thaordinary measures by the around the cities would
bt

b L T B

" GovernmentT AT ;
1t could be estimated that  in urirest, robhery and mur-
about 109:000.black farm.. der;” hesald.
. workers, who had up to nine ™" Food shortages could, for
dependents: each, would be . the first time in decades, be

stripped of their livelihoods. come areality. -
It (?C?l?ld therefore be esti-. -Mr gllaasse_gys.md that it
mated that work and housing - . = g m Pagé 3 o

for up.to 1 million black peo-

i

ter had, in the past,
Niever returmed from the

- WL

of the Transvaal Agricu-
tural Union, said only

ST o
tacing hard times. It was
every worker, every
rural inhabitant and
every rural business. The
whole rural economy
was at stake.

QOther implications
were less food and
poorer guality, costlier
food and more depen-
dence on imporied food-
stuffs which were of
lower quality and cost
more.

Dr van Niekerk as-

-sured farmers of Gov-

ernment undersianding
and sympathy “in their
hour of need”. The State
would not turm its back
on them and would help
them again within ifs fi-
nancial eapacity.

“1 bave e¢leared this
principle with the Cabi-
net and it is again positi
vely confirmed,” be said.

The Agriculiure Minis-

grow, along with an increase |

Cabinet empty-handed

whgn a disaster struck

agriculture, Mr van Nie-
kerk said.

“It takes time, it doeg
not happen overnight,”
he cautioned. “This does
not mean we are drag-
EMg our feet and I ap-
peal for understanding
for the processes and
prescribed budgetary
pr%cgdurgs."

ries Bruwer (CP Ly-
denburg) saifj cityy
dwellers, the Govern-
ment, the ANC and other
oganisations did not

seem {0 realise what was
happening.

It was the big, expert
farmgars who were coi-
lapsing. All sectors
should jointly aet to pre-
vent a catastrophe.

Mr Bruwer, chairman

22 percent of the western
Trgnsvaal’s crop would
exist as of Wednesday,
Sunday, he said, wonig
See no crops feft.

In the eastern Trans-
vaal conditions were ex-
tremely critical. Eighty
percent of the crops had
been damaged.

The northern Trans-
vaal, which had suffered
periodic droughts since
1874, was on its knees.
xiilous ﬁo-operatives

€ collapsin

gr’;’:gver said. psing. Mr
. e Acting State Pres-
ident, Dr Gerrif Viljoen,
and MPs will attend an
hour of prayer for rain ar
the Groote Kerk in Cape
Town at lunchiime
today.

® Drought to pash up

food prices - Page §




Govt launches food

CAPE TOWN — Government is launchin
a food aid plan for farmers and their la-

ravaging most of the country,

plan for farmers
22

Political Staft {

1,3-million {abourers was threatened.

bourers who are suffering in the dmu%ht e,mlive cod of SA’s 6 000 farmers and their

National Health Minister Ring V.
said yesterday she had given “urgent” in-
strueﬁunséqr the programme to be estah-
lished. 5} .‘L} 2z

The drought the sabject of a four-
hour debate in the House of Assembly yes-
terday, where Dries Bruwer (CP Lyden-
burg), whe is also president of the
Transvaal Agricultural Union, warned
that it was probably the biggest disaster
yet to hit SA’s farmers.

Wessel Nel (DP Mooi River) said the

Venter said in a statement the National
Health and Population Development De-
partment would set up the programme to
provide “continuous” assistance to those in
need. It would draw from the Nutritional
Development Programme.

Aid committees would be established
immediately on a district level, and far-
mers who needed assistance for them-
selves and their labourers should contact
their local agricuitural extemsior officer.

@ See Page 3




Drought a national

disaster.

PRETORIA — The drought was no
longer just an agrieultural crisis — it
had spun intc a national disaster with
dire socio-economic consequences,
Nampo chairman Cerneels Claassen
said yesterday.

In a statement from Bothaville, he
warned that tens of thomsands of black
farmworkers would lose their jobs and
government would probably have to find

up to R1,5bn to import between 2-million

and 3-million tons of maize this year.

To counter the catastrophic short- and
long-term impact of the worst drovght in
decades, exiraordinary relief measures
were required. The jobs and housing of up
to 1-million people were threatened. The
infrastructures of platteland towns, after a
decade of decline, had reached breaking
point.

The major inpuf companies — fertiliser,
tractor manufacturers, petroleum and oth-
er indusiries — were threatened and fur-
ther heavy job losses would cccur.

The accelerated stream of rural popula-
tion te urban squatter camps would aggra-
vate crime and unrest. Neither would the
SA consumer escape the bitter conse-
quences of the drought. There could be food
shortages for the first time in SA.

The financial risks associated with
maize production had assumed such pro-
portions that most mealie farmers did not
have the reserves to survive a failed
harvest, he said.

“Literally thousands of farmers in the
sumimer grain area face sequestration and
if goverment aid policy is mot upgraded

@
‘5 10°)

Ga-

29T p
| 77  cerato mEwLy !
they will lock in vain for production loans
from commercial banks and co-operatives
for the new season,” he said.

Senior Absa economist Adam Jacobs
said Nampoe was not exaggerating —
“what is happening in the summer grain
areas is a national disaster”.

Prices of most farm products would rise
putting pressure on the CPI and on con-
sumer buying power generally.

“One of the worst summer seasons in
living memory is going to make us all
poorer.”

Greater unemployment in rural areas
was inevitable, as more farmers collapsed
financially, exacerbating the urban squat-
ter problem.

The virtual certainty of costly maize
imports would have a direct impact on the
balance of payments.

Our political staff reports that yester-
day’s special House of Assembly debate on
& “matter of public importance” was
marked by widespread agreement that the
situation was dire in many areas of the
country. Only parts of Natal and the west-
ern Cape had escaped the ravages of the
drought.

Agricalture Minister Kraai van Niekerk
said government had great sympathy with
the farmers “in their hour of need” and
would assist the agricultural sector within
the Himits of its financial capacity.

He called on financial institutions — the
Land Bank, cominercial banks and other
creditors — not to act hastily and irrespon-
sibly in this difficult time.
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THE government is launching a
niassive food-aid plan for farm-
ers and their labourars who are
suffering in the drought ravag-
ing most of the country.

The Demacratic Party estimated that most
of South Africa’s 6000 farmers and their 1.3
million labourers' were threatened. Only
parts of Natal and the Western Cape have
escaped the drought

Nampo (the National Association of Maize
Producers) said 100 000 farm workers’ jobs
were in danger. It said each worker had an
average of eight dependants. prompting
fears of a huge exodus of poor people from

the platteland to the cities.

Yeslerday the three parties in the House
of Assembly were united in desc vibing the
drought as one of the worst agriculturat
erises the country had ever faced and ac-
cepting that drastic action was needed.

The drought was the subject of a four-
hour debate in the House and the Conserva-
tve Party MP for Lydenburg, Mr Dries
Bruwer, introducing the debate. said it
wonld appear that urban dweliers did not
understand the extent of the disaster.

Mr Bruwer, who is also president of the
Transvaal Agriceliural Union. said: Qe
also gets the impression that the perception
exists that the government also does not
anderstand it”

@
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CP deputy leader Dr Ferdie Hartzent‘;erg tees consisting of agricultural extension of-
urged the government to take “desperate ficers of tke Department of Agriculture and
measures” such as 2 debt standstili to en- Tepresentatives of national women's organ-
able insolvent fatrmets to stay on their land. ~iations would immediately be established
He said harvest estimates for the Western ™ iB districts affected by the dronght Welfare
Transvaal were “virtually nil™ departments would also assist

- _ The immediate need for food assistance

Prayers wonld be determined by the district aid

committes, which wonld pass on its evalua.

The CP MP for Standerton, Mr Rosier de tons to the Department of Natioaal Health
Ville, warned that the drought conld lead to and Population Development.

prices going “sky high” for consumers. *__The Minister of Agriculture, Dr Kraai van

Today MPs will gather in the Groote Kerk
during lunch-hour to pray for rain at 2 hi-
lingual multi-denominational service.

The Minjster of Health Services and Wel-
fare, Dr Rina Venter, said that aid commit-

Niekerk, said the government woold assist
the agricultural sector within the limits of

Il

banks and other ereditors “not to act hastily
and trresponsibly at this difficult time”.

* . The DP MP for. Maritzburg North, Mr Mike
Tarr, called on the government to consider
short-term measures sueh as subsidies for
high interest rates, debt-rescheduling
schemes, production credits, transport sub-
sidies 2nd direct subsidies to farm labour-
ers. -

The DP MP for Maritzburg South, Mr Rob
Haswell, szid disruption in rural areas led
to migration, mainly to metropolitan areas.

Part Elizabeth frozen-food manufacturer
Harvestime is to retrench about 500 peaple

its financial capacity.

He called on the Land Bank, commercial Ik Ma Gl . -

From page 1 | -k

nationwide — victims of the drought in the Eastern
Cape and the declining economy. q ) .

The Harvestime chairman and managing director
of Table Top, Mr Gert Schoonraad, said the drought
was causing a lack of adeguate supplies. Operations
in Port Elizabeth had to be scaled down, due mainly
to declining demand for frozen vegetables. .

The decline in demand was probably bel'ng
caused by the current state of the economy, with
people eating more cheaply, he added.

The chairman of Nampo, Mr Cerneels Claassen,
said tens of thousands of black farm workers would
lose their jobs and the government would probably
have to find up to R1,5bn to import between two and
three million tons of maize this year. Food short-
ages could not be ruled out.

The infrastructure of platteland towns aﬁe}- a
decade of decline had also reached breaking point.

“Because of this doctors, dentists, lawyers and .
businessmen could finally close their doors and
thousands more would be out of work”

The major input companies — fertiliser, tractor
manufacturers, petroleum and other industries —
were threatened and further heavy job losses would

OCCUr. T k i
Senior Absacé.cono—fm sﬁﬁ %iam Jacohs said

Nampo was not exaggerating. “What is happening in
the summer grain areas is a national disaster on a
large scale”. — Political Staff and Sapa
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N dairy herd has been poisaned

by a vanadium factory inthe
eastern Transvaal —dm
there is serious concern

about the health of residents

in the area. By JENNIFER

VERSTER and EDDIE
KOCH &
¥
ARMERS in the eastern
Transvazl are up in arms about
{oxic fallout from a Gerntan-
owned vanadium plant that
. they say Is [inked to a disease which

*  And the health of people Iigng

Iying cause of the ilithrift problem
experiénced on the farm.
“On the basis of all cur findings,
and until proved otherwise, we con-
; clidde that there is sufficient circum-
. stantial evidence to make 2 diagnosis
t of vanadium toxicity which was
t probably caused by air pollu-
tion which most probably eame from
the earby mine (processing plznt).”
After months of research and post
torterns on cattle angd stiliborn
caives, together with grass and soil
samples, the research team conelud-
edihat the catile wese suffering from
malabsorplion complicated by
mmuno-suppression and that the *

I, kills catite and causes cows to + most likely cause was vanadium poi-
H : prematurzly. %

soning.
; “THere is now consiferabfevi-

near the factory, in the upper>

Steclpoort Valley 40km norih of
Middelbarg, may beat risk. A farmer

dénce to suggeSt that the'dnimalson
the farm have an i.mpairment%falﬁmi:

whose land borders the chembeal - fmmune system. This then makes

plant ci2ims his lungs have been
made“rotten” by the pollution, w]

-, preliminary studies conducted by’

* Medical Research Counncil indR

animals susceptible 1o a wids range

of infections that would ulherwise__k
* potcause problems,” says the mpmw
o Studies into the effects of exposure’

that one in two people in the dB¥ct 4o vanadium toxins on humans are

oy suifer from eye irritation. 2

;? The department of healtlg—
respoasible for monitoring pollithon
emganating from the Transvaal

'A%ys factory, owned by {he

German multi-national No¥d-

deutsche Affinerie — appears tp be

... dragging ifs fest over addressing the
* problem. .
“Your fectory poisons 30km and
further the environment around
~you,” said farmer Piet Geldeahuyfin

& letter to the company. “In die nafi-

ur vrek of way leef om u fabrick

(everything that lives around ythur

factory dies): fish, birds, enimals and

alarge number of plants and the peo-
ple are being drastically affected™
TH plant refires vanadium ore to
produce vanadium pentoxide and
ammonium metavanadate. These
appear lo be sirategic compounds’
used in the armaments aod nuclear
industries as well as the maoufacture
of synthetic fuels. GR Hovener, gen-
eral manager of Transvaal Alloys,
refiiSed to tell The Weekly Mail who
the'8mpany’s clicnts were.
Hovener has denied 2ny resporisi-
bility for degrading the environment
around the plant. He is backed by the
go¥ernment’s chief air poliution.
officer, Martin Lloyd, who says “the
dust oa the windowsill in my office
casries more toxins than the airksthe
eastern Transvaal™ .
this has not detemed
Geldenhuys from caondecting 2 cam-
paign against the multi-national.
Al the farmer has received backing
from a team of scientists based at
Onderslepoort near Pretoria — loxi-
cology researchers began investipa-
tiongafter they received reporis
. som® 18 months ago of a strange dis-
ease afflicting cattle in the area. ,

Two-year-old bull calves on the
farm geem to have stopped growing
at six months. Bui{fiey are ths lucky
survivors: in the past five years,
Geldenhuys claims to have lost 50
percent of his dairy herd.

A local vetidentified the disease ag
“illthrift” — a chronic disease that
suppresses the immune system of
livestock, disrupts the animal’s abil-
ity to digest food and impairs fertili-
ty. It appears to be caused by long-
term exposure (o toxins.

Onderstepoort’s final report,
issued in Awugust, concluded that
vanadium toxicily was the underly-
ing cause: “*What this investigation
iras done is accumulate 2 library of
circumstaniial evidence that leads us
to believe the animals on Mr
Geldenhuys' farm have beeq suffer-
ing from the effects of excessive lev-
els of vanadium . . we feel confident
that vanadium to icity is the urder-

red

ess{mnciusive. A team of medical
rescafchers headed by Dr Petro
*reiflanche, of the Medicat Resedrch
‘Council in Pretoriz, has begun prob-
Hing the issue.

“Fifty percent of the people living
in the area complained of eye irjta-
"tion,” she told The Weekly Mail.
“*That is consistent wilh vanadiu

isoning, but it neecs to be veride
fied.” o 13

Vanadium can cause réépiratory

LT -

i r?:bletp_s, irreversible decline in

¥iung funéhon, reproductive coropli- |

™ gations, lower respiratory tract infee- -,
ﬁns, skins rashes, gastro-intestinal
disturbauces and lethargy.

Exposure to vanadium dust over
about 15 to 20 years can lead to dust
preumonitis, which ig] :)L;;n feads to

hysema and hi pTESSULE.
D e t il et
dam

ﬁaégr:Es concern among the people
living in the area 2bout the effect pol-
lution may be having on their health.
Children suffer from chest ailments

and asthma and there seems e 2
high incideace of kidney problems.
Geldenhuys says local workers will
not five an the farm because there 157
2 higher incidence of women miscar- |

B S

; T

3 mcfd"ﬁnﬁuclig;%sludy for
the infernational journal Enviren-
mental Researck in 1984, found an
increased frequency in spontaneo
abortions in Finnish wemen that cor-
related to metal industries where atu-
minium, cobalt, molybdenum and
vanadium were used. She also fotnd
*experimental evidence that a single
dose of vanadium could interfere
with foetal skeletat ossificatiodn
pregnant mice.

Vanadium is used for its tactile
qualities to strengthen steel. South
Africa has half the world's reserves
and is the single biggest producer of
vanadium products. Ammonitun

.Ametavanzdaie is also used in the
manufacture of dyes, inks and paints,
and vanadium pentoxide in the mag-
ufacture of ceramics. o~

At the factory, vamadium ore from

-a nearby mine is milled, the dust is
mixed with water and sodium sul-
phate and made into pellets. These
pellets are dried and roasted in a
oty kiln at temperatures of 1220% »
101308 degrees Celsius. Smoke gpdig

 Bases from the kiln escape throdgh

- chimneys. Pollution is possibly from

" two, : vanadium dust from the
crushing process or compound
smoke and gases emitted from %
kiln. J

“Work done by the CSIR has
shown that there is considerable fall-
but of vanadium dust near the mine -
(4710 micrograms a metre a day) 20
that these levels decrease further
fram the mine (processing plant)
(536 micrograms 2 metre a day),
which supports our cwn findings that
aeria] pollution of the farm is taking
place and gives added evidence that
inhalation toxicity could be playing a' !
4¥e,” says the Onderstepoort repart*
#*This is not the first case of vanadi-*
um toxicity to be reported in South

ica

In 1976 a case was brought to the
attention of the then minister of agri-
cutture, Hendrik Schoeman, by a MT?
Jacabs of the farm Lesuwklip in the””
Belfast district. This was the same
farm that Geldenhuys now owns.

Geldenhuys bought the-farm in
1986. Now facing bankruptcy
because of his losses, he explained
his problem to the Land Bank in
Middelburg and was advised by the *

Tk manager “to sell the famm as =
quickly as passible™.

TA is adamant that it is complying
with all standzrds and requirements
£et by the government (se¢ accompa-
Aying article). Department of Health
officjals®dre unavailable for optn- |

ment. 7 IFC P . J
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Transvaal

“Toxic

Alloys’ vanadium plant borders on Plet Gelde

e

nhuys’ farm L.
. Photo: GUY ADAMS

ID,,QV\Q} blameus,'.__ says

- A
LAWYERS for Transv!lal zllloy\y%Ae ;lrls;-id the
Onderstepoort report “is tentative and is based on cir-
cumstancial evidence. A survey by independent experis
has not revealed anything to indicate that TA has con-
tributed to Mr Geldenhnys’ problems in any way”,

According to TA: “The plant has been upgraded con-
tinuously in order to modernise the equipment and
ensure that the company complies with the obligations in
terms of the Atmospheric Pollution Prevention Act. The
company holds a registration certificate isszed in terms
of this Act.

“Monthly, gravimetric monitoring, in line with Act 70
of 1973 as amended, of the plant environs is done by an
authority accredited by the Department of Mineral and
Energy Affairs — Air Quality Division. This monitoring
reveals that the company is in compliance with the

i _ == \
factory
i e
€vidence that
its operations have cansed any damage to Mr
Geldenhuys. o %
“The company indicated that if Mr Geldenhuys per-
sisted in his claims to the contrary, it would he necessary
to arrange for certain sampling to be undertaken on his
property. Mr Geldenhuys has refosed to give the compa-
ny access to his property. e
“During 1975, an earlier owner of the property, a Mr
Jacobs, brought a claim in the snpreme counrt against the
company for damages ... Expert evidence obtained by
the company indicated that the problem experienced by
Mr Jacobs arose from poor agricultural practices rather
than from contaminatien or pollution from the compa-
Tx
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The curse
that hangs
overGrex
farmer

Piet’s land
wihend /2 -13/2[72

4 TRANGE things have been
happening on Piet Geiden-
h_Fhuys' once-thriving farm.
Bull calves stop growing at six
months. Those are the lucky ones:
Geldenhuys claims to have lost half
his dairy herd.

Farm children suffer from chest
ailments and asthma. There seems
to be a high incidence of kidney
problems. Geldenhuys says his
fungs are “rotting”. Local workers
will not live on the farm because |
there is 2 high incidence of women
siscarrying.

What is the curse hanging over
the Geldenhuys farm? He blames a
factory next door which produces
vanadium. an aitoy which toughens |
steel. Some respected scientists
agree, .

A local vet says the cattle suffer
from a disease called “illthrift”
which suppresses the immune
system of livestock, disrupts the
animal's ability to digest food and
impairs fertility. It is caused by
long-term exposure fo toxins.

Scientists at Onderstepoort near
Pretoria believe that the animals
on the Geldenhuys farm suffer
from excessive levels of vanadium
toxicity. which damages their
immune system. making them
susceptible to other diseases. P i i

But the issue is more complex. have the povernment health the windowsill in my office carries | Photo:
The owners of the plant — which department on their side. more toxins than the air in the | GUY
produces alloys strategically The government’s chief air eastern TransvaaL”
impertant to the arms industry — pollution officer says: “The dust on Full story: PAGE 5
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Weekend Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — The
Western Transvaal is in the
grip of the worst drought in
mMemory.

Mr Pieter Maree, who has
farmed in the area for 54
years, 'warned: “I don't know
what will become of the farmn-
ers now. What I do know is that
there will be chaos in this
couniry.

‘“The people in the cities
don’t know what is happening
out here. But come winter they
will realise when they see how
little food there is on the mar-
ke »

And at the same time a
shortage of maize has turped
export to import.

Mr Dries -Bruwer, chaitiman
of the Transvaal Agrieultural
Union, estimates that by the
Imddle of next week three-
quéariers of the region’s crops
will have been destroyed.

That zlone would be emough
to drive farmers to despair.

Byt many kave been driven
to the wall by droughis up to
last year from the 1980s.

Many have gone bankrupt.

Agriculiure Minister Mr
Kraai van Niekerk will visit
the Free State on Monday.

“There will be hard words at
that “meeting because farmers
here ¢an't see where the help
for thém is coming from,” said
one agriceltural official.

Sapa reports from Pretoria
that the South Africamn Maize
Board still has to meet export
cornmitments, in spite of anes-
timated deficit in stocks of
nearly three million tons.

riven to despai

Warning
of city
chaos

" In a statement yesterday the:

board said crop prospects were
between four and five million
tons, but warned that lack of
immediate seaking rains would
scale down expectatmns even
farther.

Pointing out that the drought
and accompanying high tem-
peratures during the past six
weeks were the worst. experi-
enced in the summer:grain
area in 50 years, the board not-
ed that in many regions there
was no crop and that the rest
of the arvea was far below nor-
mal

The defieit is complicated by
unprecedented increases in
maize consumption. This, said
the board, means that supple-
menting stocks before the new
season is urgent.

Permission had already been
given by the board for import-
ing about 100000 tons during
April.

But increased consumption
was eroding the additional
stock.

It is expected that the ‘board
will-have at most 1,1 million
tons of maize avaﬂable at
April 30. Without: imports; this
would meet the natmnal Te-
guirements for maize tmtﬂ the
end of June.
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JAN du Plessis and
his family don't go
down to the stream
on their farm these
days.

“We used to sit here
and relax, make a
braai, sometimes
catch fish,” says Mr du
Plessis, who has
worked the farm Wit-
poortjie near Klerks-
dorp for nearly 25
years.

“Now we don't go there
because it’s too terrible
to see it like this.”

The Schoonspruit
stream is now a bed of
sand and stones. Mr du
Plessis and his wife
Muriel haul out the fami-
ly photo albums — snaps
of children fishing, swim-
ming, wading — to show
what it used to be like.

“The spruit has been
low before,” he says, “but
T've never seen if run dry
like fhis.”

The western Transvaal
is in the grip of the worst
drought in living memo-
ry. Dries Bruwer, chair-
man of the Transvaal
Agricnltaral Union, esti-
mates'that by the middle
of next week, three-quar-
ters of the region’s crops
will have been desiroyed.

That alone would be
enough to drive farmers
to despair; heaped on to

STA SIL\

- to powdery dust — re-

JOHN PERLMAN

the damage already

wrought by the droughts -

of the 1980s and last year,
many have been driven
to the wall.

“Many of the people in
this area have gone bank-
rupt,” Mr du Plessis says.
“T would say more than
20 in an area of about
40sqg km. And they were
all strong farmers, men
who had a lot of money.
men who came here and
bought their farms for
cash.”

Crisis point

“There are always auc-
tions,” he adds. “But you
try not to go to your
neighbour’s auction.
Somehow it seems disre
spectful. I just went to
one, bought my neigh-
bour’s firearms then gave
them straight back to
him as a last gift.”

Many would assume
that Mr du Plessis, who
moved away from mealie
farming to concentrate
on raising cattle, would
be in a less precarious
position. .

But the state of hjs
pastures — a mix of stub-
ble burnt brown by the
sun-and ash grey where
the wind has turned gr.

minds him daily of just
how close to crisis point
he is.

“There is no grazing to
be had here, and I can't
afford to buy it. There’s
not much to be had, anv-
way.

“I've alreadv sold off
my calves. And if there's
no rain next week, I'll be
forced to start selling my
animals. Some of them
cost me R1000 each —
I'm not sure I will even
get R500 for them.”

Agriculture  Minister
Kraai van Niekerk will
be visiting the Free State
on Monday and will meet
farmers in the western
Transvaal the following
day. "There will be hard
words at that meeting,
because the farmers here
can’'t see where the help
for them is coming
from,” said one agricul-
tural official. S

Said Pieter Maree, who ‘
has farmed in the area
for 54 years: “T dont
know what will hecome
of the farmers now. What
I do know is that there!
will be chaos in this coun-

“The people in the
cities dow’t know what is
happening out here. But,
come winter, they will
realise when they see
how little food there is on
the market.”

e s P o

NOT A DROP: Farmer Jan

du Plessis views a dried-up spruit.

@® Photograph: JOHN HOG(
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mB,ED MOYO can't

vnderstand why some
people think he should
ko and live in Soweto
pr Alexandra.
! The 47-year-0ld house-
I has lived onm
?a and plots north of
Uohannesburg his entire
e the last three years
t Zevenfontein.
“T™TW4as born in Honey-
deVe. 'on one of the farms.
“here my parents were
botk 'working,” says Mr
Moyo. “Then my father
ahd: my mother died and
F*lad to find out how 10
ke for myself.”
. Mr Moyo. who started
off working as a clerk
says fie thought at times
about looking for a place
Ina fownship, but knew
there was littie point.
"] knew if I tried to go
théré ‘the law would

stand in my way The
ssm.pe;wauld noi just let
ﬁnyone £0 and live in the
!Bcauqns.

1o siuyen if I had married
#Fpman from there, we
‘would oot have bean able
tg tive-together. So I told
mygelf 3 would have to
{iye according to the laws

farms™

Gver time, thongh, tke
Yawp of the farms began
to4change. “In the old
days, ,a plot in these
areas was more than 200
[acres.” Mr Movo says.

t as the place deve-
10 -+ the plots got
a' . Then the owners
, say they didn't
tiaq f-sa many pedple
Moyo says more
than half the people at
Zevenfontein grew up in
the area. “There are
some Wwho were borD
elsewhere, but they have
spent most of their lives
on these plots and
farms "

Olehile Motseki (54)
was oot borp in the area.
He left a farm at Ottos-
dal. Transvaal. when he

was 4 yOmg man to seek
work in Johanneshorg.
“Ottosdal was a small
place, there was no
work.” he explains. He
too cever wanted to live
in a township, partly be-
cavse fis work on road-
building gangs often toek
him away and partly be-
capse he felt it was oo
place to raise a family.
“Those places are toc
rough,” says Ar Motseki
He settled in a small
room o0 a plot. but was
forced 0 move when the
owners objected to his
family being there. “They
said there was not
enough room to have
children runming around.”
That is what brooght
Mr Motseki to Zevenfon-
tein. Both he apd Mr
Movo lost possessions
when some of the shacks
were flattened by bnil-
dozers last month Mr
Motseki lost his job when
he failed to turn up at

work the day after the
demolition.

Both men say they do
not mind being moved,
provided tlzey can remain
in the area. "If they musi
move us, that's fine, but it
musts’t be far,” says Mr
botseki,

* “We want to live here
because most of us work
in Randburg,” says Mr
Movo. “Ii they could de-
velop this place. put i
sewerage and so om it
wonld be good to stay
here.

“But if that is oot pos-
sible. then Randburg
should find a place where
its people can build low-
cost hooses and we can
pav rent like in any town-
ship.”

Mr Motseki insists that
the Zevenfentein cornmo-
nity is law-abiding: “We
have a committee to run
thicgs and there has
gever been any fighting

or any stealing "

His children go 0 a
nearby school, as do Mr
Woyo’s. A oumber of resi-
dents owm moor vehi- !
cles, including Mr Motse-
ki who has a sturdy-look-
ing bakkie.

And both men say the
majority of Zevenfontein
residents are in stable
jobs. “I think more than -
8D percent of the peaple
here are working,” says
Mr Moyo. “Those yonag
men you see in the day-
time work in the hotels at |
night” Mr Moyo &nows:
there is great white oppo-
sition to the continced
existence of Zevenfon-:
tein. but says he fesls
“neither angry nor sad”
about it and expects that
that attitude will chapge.

“All we want is a place
to live and I think they
know we bave nowhere to
go- I don't reaily see why
they would want to give
oS & hassle.”

OI.EHILE MOTSEKI Losf his possessions when bulldnznrs fluhened the shucks He also last his

job when he missed wark the day after the demalition. ® Photographs: JOKN HOGG

y home, why must | g0?

w
ALFRED MOTO: A huuse—p-umrer, he has lived on farms and plots norfh of Jehannesburg for all of his
47 years, the last three at Zevenfontein.
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*MINING land and land

being held for speculative
vpurposes should be used
for low-cost housing, the
ANC said in a statement
yesterday.

Urging the creation of
a forum to establish a
housing policy and to
identify suitable land, the
ANC said these steps
were vital to prevent
conflicts such as that in-
volving the Zevenfontein
squatters.

The ANC, the state-
ment said, believed that
.planning should be a pub-
lic process enabling par-
ties such as civics, local
authorities, ratepayers,
the private sector and the
general public to take
part in decisions that af-
fected them.

“All this should be um-
derpinned by the prinei-
ple that the needs of the
urban homeless must be
affordably met.”

The State, it said, was

obliged to seek out land
suitable for residential
sites and encourage the
use of vacant land being
held for speculative pur-
poses.

“Furthermore, the as-
sumption that mining
land is wuntouchable
should be challenged, as
such vacant land is often
well suited for residen-
tial purposes.” — Sapa.
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By PETER MALHERBE

DEBTS run up by Scuth
African farmers have
passed the R17-billion
mark — more than the
couniry’s total budgef for
defence, education and law
and order.

This was despite direct
state assistance worth
R74-billion over the past
decade.

Roughly 50 percent of
the debt is owed to com-
mercial banks and finan-
cial institutions, 44 percent
{o co-operatives and the
Land Bark and six percent
to the Agricuitural Board
Now, with one of the
worst droughts in memory
threatening to destroy
crops and drive up food

tain of debt are slipping
away.

The South African Agri-
cultural Union warned this
week that the effects of the
drought could be “cata-
strophic” and there could
be food shortages.

Disaster

SAAU president Boet
Fourie said many farmers

dation and the survival of
hundreds of platfeland
communities was at stake,

“Can you imagine the
impact it will have on the
eountry if so many farmers
are allowed to leave their
land?” he asked.

Meanwhile, the Maize
Board, which is predicting
a shortfall of fwo to three
millicn tons of maize this
season, still has to meet
export commitments
agreed io before the
drounght.

This season’s export
sales-amount to more than
800600 tons, mot™ all of
which has been shipped
yet.

prices, the chances of far-
mers reducing the moun- |

could be forced into ligni- §:

on debt
mounts for
farmers
by drought

Agriculture Minister
i van Niekerk re-
sponded to growing calls
for help this week by say-
ing the government wouid
assist the agricultural see-
tor within the limits of iis
financial capacity.

The Minister, who is to
meet the SAAU next Fri-
day after a tour of drought-
stricken areas earlier in
the week, called on finan-
cial institutions not to act
hastily or irresponsibly.

hit

National Maize Produc-
ers’ QOrganisation chair-
man Cerneels Claassen
said the drought was no
longer an agricultural cri-
sis buf a “pational disas-
ter”.

He warned that tens of
thousands of black workers
could lose their jobs on
farms and in farm-related
industries and the govern-
ment could face a R1,5-bil-
Lion bill for maize imports.

The Meat Board this
week said the price of meat
could rise by 15-24 percent
this year.

Help

SAAU chief economist
Dr Koos do Toit said far-
mers had accumulated a
debt of R17-billien by the
roiddle of last year, but this
was likely to be closer to
Ri8billion now.

_The estimated R17-
billion debt represents a
significant increase since
1980, when farmers owed
R3,8-billion. In 1985 their
debts rose to Ril,1-hillion
and at the end of 1990 the
figure was R15,9-billion.
_The total for this year is
bigher than the combined
1991/92 state budgets for
law and order (R4,63-bil-
!1011), education and train-
ing (R3,13-billion) and
defence (R9,18-billien).
Interest repayments on
the debts are now R24-
billion a year.

Of the total debt bill, the
amount owed to the Land
Bqn]‘s increased by R75-
miltion last year to R32-
billion, with unpaid inter-
est and eapital instalments
amounting 0 more than
R236-million.
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HUNGER now, starva-
Lion LOmOITow.

This is the stark reality
threatening millions of

‘peopje caught in the gripen

of the worst drought to hit
the country this century.

Welfare workers pre-
dict a human catastrophe
of enormous proportions
2s already impoverished
rural communities face
starvation.

QOperation Hunger ex-
ecutive director [na Perl-
man said 1t would take a
miracle 1o save crops in
SOITIE Areas.

“We are praving daily
for our subsistence farm-
ers in Mahlobayini, Ra-
matiabama. Winterveldt,
Nkandla and Lebowa,”
Perlman said.

She added that her or-
ganisation was struggling
to find funds to feed the
peopie they already
served and were praving
they would be able to help
the ballooning waiting list
of 500 000.

“There is now the need
to double and treble food
aid while we are are des-
perately trying to find the
cash for several hundred
self-help projects,” Perl-
man said.

Jannie Momberg (DP
Simons Town) said in
Parliament this week at
ieast five million black
people would be drastical-
‘v affected by the
drought.

it was calculated that
abont 1,1 million people
were emploved on farms
in SA.

Each worker had about
sevenn derendents, which
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SCORCHED EARTH ... Winterveldt farmer Joseph Maduna’s crop has been ravaged by drought.
@ Pic: ANDRIES MCINEKA

Farmers across the land face starvation if rain does not fall soon.

meant that about eight
mitlion people depended
on agriculture.

There was a real possi-
bility that if the farm-
owner went under, the
workers would find them-
selves homeless, and they
and their dependents
would stream to the cities
with all the socio~gconom-
ic problems this would
bring.

“This is a powential
time bomb of people who
have no jobs and who are
mostly without school

education and will be left
absolutely at the mercy of
athers,” Momberg added.

A subsistence farmer in
Wintervedlt, Joseph Ma-
duna. said his community
needed a miracle to save
them from the drought.

“We will have to pray
to the Almighty to open
up the heavens and send
us rain to save the crops
thai have not vet been
burnt up,” Maduna said.

“If our pravers are not
answered, we will be

doomed and a1l we can do
is to sit and wait for
death.”

Also hard hit is the
Eastern Cape where ani-
mals are alreadv dying
from the heat and
drought.

In the area between
Willowvale and Jansen-
ville near Port Elizabeth.
several white farmers
have abandoned their dry
land and trekked to the
cities, leaving hundreds of
labourers destitute.

in the Northern Trans-

vaal, Free State 'and
Northern Cape grazing
land is fast becoming
wasteland and rivers and
dams are down to danger-
ously low levels. "=

Food 2id organisations
have been inundated with
appeals for food by,thou-
sands of people starving
in rural backwaters.

“All the gains Oper-
ation Hunger had made
over the past 10 years
have been used up to help
ailing black farmers and
the needv,” Perlman said.
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It’s survival of the
fittest, s

S
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horse-belt ‘liberal’

VAL and Dennis Keightley
are wealihy, English-
speaking and politically
progressive.

Or at least they were —
until last week when the
Randburg council pulled
the rug from under their
riding boots by allocating
44 hectares of nearby veld
to thousands of Zevenfon-
tein squatters.

This week Dennis
Eeightley joined residents
from upmarket Inanda and
middle-class Bloubosrand
in patrolling the sireets
surrounding his R1,2-mil-
lion property and manning
a roadblock to keep squat-
ters out.

“T have always been to
the left, but now I am mov-
ing the other way. I am
starting to see what Africa
is all about — it's the sur-
vival,
the professional diarnond
marker: .

“T certainly don’t want
the AWB in here, but if
those squatters come in I
will do everything in my
power to defend my prop-
erty and my family,” said
his showjumper wife. Val.

*“When this started my
son wouldn't go to school
because he had to look
after his pony in case the
squatters came and tried
{o eat it.

“People might accuse us
of being the filthy rich, but
we've worked bard to get

the fittest,” said -

what we have. When my
husbhand arrived in South
Africa 26 years ago he had
R30 in his pocket and that
was all.

“We moved here 11
years ago from Bryanston
because we wanted o be in
the countryside. I've ere-
ated a world for myself
and my family. I don't
know about polities, I don't
even go to the shops, all I
do is ride in the greenbelt.
Now they want to change it
all and turn it into a dump.

Pilfering

“There are already
squatters living along the
river, I see them when I go
riding, and already the
place is a mess.”

What the Keightleys are
opposed to is thousands of
squatters moving in less
than lkm from their home-
stead, not because the new-
comers are black, but be-
cause 44 hectares would
not ceontain an Impover-
ished and largely unem-
ployed population for long,
they said.

“Don't get me wrong, 1

~ am not against people hav-

ing proper houses, but
there will never be enongh
room. They’H spill out, and
then where wiil they go?
“We already have a pil-
fering problem here. We
can never get the police out
here as it is, Once a woman

was being raped down the
road and it took the police
hours to arrive. Now we'll
have to get double barbed
wire fences and Rott-
weilers,”
said.
“Why should outsiders

get houses anyway, why

shouldn't our staff who
have worked for us for
years have first option?
Her hushand added: “It's
not a black-white thing —

it basically boils down to -

bad town planning. You
can't put sub-economic
housing in the middle of a
suburb. The government

took away influx eontrol - §

and left nothing in its

place. If we don't make a.

stand here no-one is safe.”

Mrs Keightley

i

ROUGHRIDE AHEAD ... Dennis Keightley, his wife Val and children Dawn ahd‘gg!an
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aal Bureau

PIETERSBURG — Farmers were
* literally on their knees yesterday
- as churches observed a national
_day of prayer for rain, while the
#'drought crisis intensified.
** But-the scope of many of the

prayers offered by ministers and

|
laymen west beyond the immedi-
ate need for relief from the heat
and drought conditions.

In several churches in the far
northern Transvaal, one of the
worst affected regions, people
prayed emotionally for peace and
reconciliation thronghout the coun-
try, and for a change of heart in
those perpetuating violence.

The Bible passage used most fre-

élh(}:on"ifs kl}_etg{sL as g;&&c_!lpught bites

quenily at prayer gatherings was 2
Chronicles 7 Verse 14: “If my peo-
ple who are called by my name
hurmble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and heal their land.” .
There were unprecedented nnm-
bers at churches in Soutpansberg,
Pietersburg and Ellisras areas.
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Own Correspondenﬁ"xf_’”'w
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Some Transvaal farmers
‘are already retrenching 1a-
pourers as the droumght
begins to strangle rural
| economies, and cash-
‘strapped farmers are ur-
gently appealing for a debt
standstill.

. Thousands of farmers as well
as agricultural heads from
.every region met Agriculture
Minister Dr Kraai van Niekerk
yesterday to discuss what they
have called a national disaster.
Many appealed for an immedi-
ate held on farmers’ debts as
the start to a solution.

+‘Food and cash would have to
be provided for a mumber of
farmers in the Free Siate as
tiey did not have food for their
families, Free State Agricul-
tural Union president Dr Piet
Gous told Dr van Niekerk at a
meeting attended by about 1000
farmers in Kroonstad.

+Dr Gous said there would also
have to be immediate interven-
tion by the State fo stop the
large-scale sell-off of farms.
The subsidisation of stock feed
would have to be addressed.
* . Another problem was produe-
tion credit for the mext year —
not only the availability of pro-
duction credit, but also ef af-
fordable production credit.

.Ancther matter was the dis-
charge of the existing agricul-
-tural debt of R17 billion. This
tiad beccome an “albatross”
round the neck of the farmer.
Dr van Niekerk said there
had been positive suggestions at
the meeting. He said he was
very concerned about the farm-
ers’ inability to service their
debts because of lack of income,

‘Drought-hit
seek debt standstill

which had been aggravated by
the fact that the past i0 years
bad not been good agricultural
years. :

. Dr van Niekerk noted that
there were no instant solutions
and it would be necessary to ne-
gotiate with creditors to work
out problems with local com-
mittees and determine the role
the State must folfil.

He pointed ocut there were
basie principles to be observed
before money could be allocat-
ed from budgets. He said he
would not make any promises
and did not want the farmers {o
be under any illusions. They
should also not talk themselves
into pessimism.

As soon as he had answers he
would inform the farmers.

Subsidised

The meeting heard that
4 percent of agricultural debt
was in the open market, which
was not consclidated with that
of the Land Bank and Agricul-
tural Credit. The question was
posed as to whether this debt
eould not alse be subsidised.

Other poinis raised from the
floor included a demand that
the sequestration of farmers
should be stopped; that in 1852
agriculfure got 12,5 percent of
the national Budget, compared
to 1,2 percent in 1691; that there
shounld be a refurn to a close re-
lationship between the price of
a ton of fertiliser and a ton of
maize; that farmers should be
put back into the situation they
had been in in September 1991
before they planted the present
crop; that the Land Bank was
unapproachable when it came
to settlement; that if debts of
black townships could be moved
to other accounts, the same
should also be done for the
farmers’ carry-over debt; and

farmers

gl W\ L\

ways shouid be found for farm:-
ers to get realistic prices for
their produce.

Flip Kotze, a prominent De-
lareyville farmer, proposed that
a convention on farming, simi-
lar to Codesa, be formed to
thrash ont solutions. -

The (Government should also
take immediate steps to kelp
farmers pay the cash wages of
their labourers, he said.

Mr Kotze said farmers were
struggling to meet Eskom
charges for power, and several
farmers in Delareyviile had al-
ready paid off labourers they
conld no longer support. Some
labourers had volunteered to
work for only food and housing.

Dr van Niekerk inspected the
failed maize crops and poor
grazing in the Senekal, Bethle-
hem, Vrede, Bothaville and
Heilbron distriets before the
meeting.

Today he will visit drought
areas in the Transvaal.

Roer Crisis Action has called
on President de Klerk to de-
clare an emergency in the en-
tire agriculturat sector.

Mr de Klerk yesterday said
the country faced “a great cri-
sis” and extended his sympathy |
to victimns of the drought.

Speaking at DF Malan Air-
port in Cape Town on his refurn
from Europe, he said the Gov-
ernment would take steps to
care for people who had suf-
fered the effects of the drought.
@ Natal farmers are quickly
finding themselves in a situa-
tion as bad as farmers in the
Free State and Transvaal.

Some Natal farmers have lost
up to 70 percent of their crops
after the weekend’s intense
heat, Sugar harvests this year
are also expected to be lower
than previous expectations be-
cause of the drought affecting
Natal's sugar belt.

It
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KROONSTAD. Minister of
Agriculture Dr Kraai van Nie.
k, on a tour of drought-
ravaged areas, wag Yyesterday
told that many farmers in the
Free State dig not have food
for their families,

At a meeting of about 1g0p

stop the large scale selling-off of
‘farms. The subsidisation of stock
feed would have to be addressed.

Br Van Niekerk proposed sub-
sidised interest rates as low as 59,
s one of the measures to help the
farmers, .

Other measures were that in-
terest shonig be frozen, that
there shonlg be a one-off input
subsidy for al] crop farmers, that

i of 3% for five
years and that fu)] bayment he-
fore the Interest reduction
should be maintained.

This would redyce capital
loans, but these fujj Payments
should he tax deductible, he said,

Presidént W de Kierk yester-

BX}

drought, “We are, in fact, facing a
great crisis,” he saiq.

Mr Johan Neethling, bresident
of the ‘National Wool G
Association in the Free State,
called for z tax holiday of two

Farmers
need
food

and cash

Yyears to enahle farmers to solve
their financial problems and get
back on their feet,

He asked for the Eskom exten.
sion tariff to be abolished for two
years in the outlying stock graz-
ing areas as it placed a great byr.
den on farmers,

Mr Neethling saig there had
been mnany warnings in the past
that the rural infrastructure was
collapsing. Now the whole farm-
ing community was colia psing, he
said.

President De Klerk should pro-
claim the whole agricultura) see-
toran emergency, the Boer Crisis
Action said yesterday.

In a statement from Potgieters-
Ius the BCA said aj) sequestra-
tions of farmers should be
ceased, a deht standstill on agri-
cultural debt shouid be ap.
hounced and ap urgent re-ap-
praisal of agrieulture shouid be
conducted taking into account
the production capacity of farms,

f

to minister -

ing winter,

And sugar barvests for 1992 are
expected to be lower than pre-
vions €xXpectations becayge of the
green drought affecting Natal's
sugar belt.

Cane-growers’ Association
general manager Mp Rex Hudson
said there hag been just enough
rain to keep the cane-fields look-
ing green, but in most places
growth had come tg 5 standstill.

Aceording to auctioneers, 38
farmers in northern Natal have
lost their farms because of bank.
rupicy since 1989

Meanwhile foreign buyers of

A maize have refused to jet the

Board sources said yesterday
this meant SA would now have tg
import large quantities of maize
to meet jts contractual obliga.
tions to supply hundreds of thou-
sands of tons,

Mr Robin Veldman or grain
merchants Khan ang Khan said
yesterday majze prices at alt
levels were likely to rise sharply
in the new 8€as0n — which starts
on May 1 — because of the eata-

respondent

-t




Drought-stricken
R L
r winter

Ger

cut crops fo

DURBAN — Many farmers in
five Natal distriets have lost up
to 70% of their crops after the
weekend’s intense heat, and have
started cutting the plants for
winter feed.

Farmers said although stock was
in good condition, they had begun
sending some of their breeding herds
to abattoirs because they expected a
winter grazing shortage.

And yesterday President F W de
Klerk extended his sympathy to the
victims of the disastrous drought.

Speaking on his return to Cape
Town from Europe, De Klerk said
government would take steps to care
for those who had suffered.

Meanwhile, sugar harvests are €3-
pected to be lower than usual because
of the drought.

Cane-growers’ Association GM
Rex Hudson said there had been just
enough rain to keep the canefields
tooking green, but in most places
growth had come to a standstill.

He said there was hope ot partial
recovery as long as good rains fell
petweent now and April.

Despite the drought in parts of the
province, Natal’s major storage
dams are still in a heaithy state.

in the Transvaal, a prominent
Delareyville farmer said yesterday a
convention for farming, similar to
Codesa, was needed to thrash out
solutions for the drought-stricken
farmers.

Delareyville District Agricultural
Union chairman Flip Kotze sald that
in his personal view there should bea
total write-off of farming debt. He
urged government to help farmers
pay the wages of their labourers, and
their Eskom bills.

“We must complle a whole new set
of rules for the game, because the
existing Tules have just landed us
deeper in difficulty,” said Kotze.

Agriculture Minister Kraai van
MNiekerk is scheduled to call at
Kotze's farm today during a helicop-

fgrmers

feed

ter tour of drought areas.

Van Niekerk said at Heilbron yes-
terday that Free State farmers would"
not have an income to service their.
debts. This was aggravated by the’
fact that the past 10 years had not:
been geod agricuitural years.

He was giving his first impressions
during a tour of the drought-stricken
north and north-eastern Free State.

“t will be necessary to negotiate
with creditors ... to work out solu-
tions with local committees to deter-
mine the role the state must fulfi

Farmers interviewed at the week-
end said the drought was the best
thing that could have happened to
further the right-wing cause.

A northern Transvaal farmer
warned that government and city-
dwellers did oot truly comprehend
the situation. This was “radicalising”
farmers.

“There are 80 000 farmers. By this
time next year there may be less than
half left.” he said. — Sapa.




Thousands
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now face

tarvation
S
Paula Fray
and Helen Grange
Thousands of pepple are fac-
ing starvation'within the
next few weeks as a result of
the severe drought gripping
the couniry, Operation Hun-
ger executive director Ina
Perlman warned yesterday.
The eritical shortage of
maize in the country is ex-
pected to result in serious
shortages of mealie meal, a
staple diet for the poor.
Several farmers are al-
ready siruggling to feed
their farmworkers and some
have begun retrenching
those they can no longer sup-
port. -

Ms Perlman said at a

press conference 'in Johan-
nesburg that the Govern-
ment had been “monstrously
slow”. in respording to Oper-
. g}yst'for money to alleviate
_ the plight of people reeling
under the severe drought.
Not a cent had yet been re-
ceived
“Such ‘bureaucratic delay
wiil, for many of our constit-
uency, effect the most per-
mapent solution of all —

® To Page 3 ¥
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®From Page1l |
death,” she said. 25
Health Minister Dr Rina
Venter recently told Paglia-
ment R94,55 million was in-the
process of being paid out Of
this, about R16 million had been
paid out to non-governmens or-
ganisations. . v .
Ms Periman said Qperation
Hunger’s waiting list of people
needing immediate aid wasipow
close on 500 000. x
The blazing heat had reduced
bilack subsistence farmers’ mpar-
kets by up to 30 percent. a

Ms Perlman said there was
“precious little evidence” fhaf
money made ayailable on paper:
by Government was being dis-
tributed. AR

Eastern Cape field wotker
Glynnis Baer added that-
ple in the eastern Cape ‘Fere
also not feeling any effect of
the Government's poverty-relief
programme. i

Agriculture  Minister -’ Dr
Kraai van Niekerk yesterday
toured devastated Transtaal
farms following 2 mass meeting
with Free State farmers: on
Monday. 13

The SA Agricultural Union
yesterday expressed grave con-
cern about the situation, sdying
it was already clear that few
farmers would harvest “any
swmmer crops whatsoever, @ -

The future of many co-opgra-
tives was uncertain, : :
Mr van Niekerk is expested
to report back on possible steps
to be taken at a meeting organ-
ised by the National Maize Pro-
ducers  Organisation Hext
month. o
Meanwhile, Farmers’ Crisis
Action has warned the Govérn-
ment that it will launch protest
action if immediate relief mea-
sures were not taken. 2

The organisation demafided
that insolvency litigation and
sequestration  sales  agZinst
farmers should be halted,*and
interest rates on agricuitural
debt suspended. Presidenf de
Klerk should also declarevthe
whole agricultural sector % gi-
saster area. gt &

The organisation did not, ex-
pand on what action would be
taken, but it was responsiblé for
the “Siege of Pretoria” last Jan-
uary wiiet thousands of farmers
disrupted'traffic in the city. ,

—~




Government warned o

large-scale starvatio

OPERATION Hunger said yesterday two-million blacks
could be starving by May unless government accelerated
drought relief. Livew)y 1zjelql-

The private welfare group said delay in starting the
first government funding of its work could turn malnutri-
tion in rural areas to outright starvation.

“We do not use the word starvation lightly. We use it
with the full weight of what the word means,” agency
director Ina Perlman told a news conference."We are
desperately worried.”

The group said it had received none of the R220m
promised to non-government organisaticns for normal
hunger relief in government’s budget in April last year.

The money was more urgently needed now because of
the drought.

“We are feeding, wholly or partially, 1,8-million people
now and we have almost half-z-million others on our
waiting lists,” said Perlman.

She said the organisation would need to feed between
2.25-million and 2,5-million people if government did not
release funds by the end of April

The Department of National Health said strict precau-
tions to prevent misapplication of taxpayers’ money had
led to a delay in payments, but these were now being
accelerated. )

Perlman said in a statement the “miracle” of rain
might still save crops in some areas, but prayers were
being said daily for subsistence farmers in Mahlobayan-
ini, Ramatlabama, Winterveld, Nkandia and Lebowa.

She said Operation Hunger was aware that grants had
been made to some creches and had read abont 2 clinic
relief scheme that had been announced but as yet had
seen no signs of its implementation.

Perlman warnped that “bureaucratic delay and dilly-
dallying” would result in death for many.

Aid workers estimate a quarter of all deaths among
blacks are children under five who succumb to mainutri-
tion. Perlman said this rate was rising. — Sapa-Reuter.

Urgent dr

vy 2]z

PRETORIA — Agriculture Min-
ister Kraai van Niekerk will
meet a top-level delegation from
the SA Agricultural Union
(SAAU) on Friday for urgent
talks on the drought disaster and
its consequences for the economy
and agriculture.

Union director Piet Swart is ex-
pected to appeal for cash aid mea-
sures at the Cape Town meeting,

The union said about half the indus-
try’s total debt, which could reach
R20bn by the year end, is owed to
commercial banks. The balance is on
the books of the Land Bank and co-
operatives, except for 5% owed to
government.

Nampo economist Kit le Clus said
yesterday 12 000 farmers in the sum-
mer grain areas were responsible for
90% of the country’s maize, wheat
and oil seed production.

queht falks

GERALD REILLY |

Almost 3 000 of these were in grave
financial straits. About R1,5bn of the
total invested in crops this year —
mostly borrowed money — had “gone
down the drain with absolutely no
return”.

Farmers were paying aimost R3bn
a year to service debt — a burden
fewer and fewer were able to carry.
Without substantial aid few would be
able to plant the 1992/1993 crop.

Le Clus added that focd shortages
conld not be ruled out.

A “disastrous” situation loomed if
farmers had to keep on borrowing to
service debts. A long-term stategy to
get the industry back on its feet was
urgently needed.

Meanwhile the Farmers’ Crisis Ac-
tion group, which orchestrated the
disruption of central Pretoria last
year when thousands of farmers and

BUSI

scheduled

their vehicles clogged city thorough-
fares, is threatening another “farmer
power” demonstration unless govern-
ment acts to defuse the crisis.

Sapa reports SAAU co-operative
council chairman Charles van Vei-
jeren said in a statement yesterday it
was clear few farmers would harvest
any summer crops whatsoever.

“This situation can have disastrous
resulis for many farmers who are
already in a weak finaneial position
due to many years of crop failures
and high interest rates, while the ru-
ral areas also suffer, making the
future of many agricultural co-oper-
atives uncertain,” he said.

He said co-operatives played a key
role in determining the extent of the
losses, and encouraged them to con-
tinue to provide all passible co-opera-
tion in the search for solutions and
further aid actions.
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[Aid urged fo

ALAN DUNN

Political Correspondent

FINANCIAL aid is needed urgently

for thousands of farmers facing rn.
Minister of Agriculiure Dr Kraai

van Niekerk, clearly alarmed by what

he saw in a two-day helicopter tour

. this week of drought-ravaged farm-

lands in the Transvaal and Free State,
said: “Reporis on the serious damage
to crops were not exaggerated”.

In some districts there was appar-
ently no prospect of any crops at all.

“Even if rain should fall, it will be
too late,” he said. “Grazing in the ar-
eas visited iIs inadequate and every-

e

during the winter.”

Imnovative ways had to be found to
tackle a host of problems the drought
had created, inciuding consideration
of an input cost subsidy to lower
farmers’ debis and methods of lower-
ing agricultural interest rates without
too much distortion of the economy.

Br Van Nielerk said he would dis-
euss the drought with the Sonth Afri-
can Agricultural Union and govern-
ment’s agricultaral departments
fomorrow.

The Department of Agricultural
Development would, with the Depart-

r farmers facing ruin
@) ﬁ%}po tcsl%a shortage of fodder

ment of Justice, establish local com-
mittees as soon as possible to help
farmers in financial trouble.

He urged farmers to table their
cases for emergency relief through
applications for debt consolidation
with the Land Bank and Agricultural
Credit Board.

® Zambian President Frederick
Chiluba has declared the whole of the
southern province and sections of the
Lusaka, central, eastern and western
provinces as drought disaster areas,
Sapa reports.
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Water scarcity ‘inherentsto S
T i t-

By Shirley Woodgate

—

Drought is an inkerent part of the
South African climate, according
to a report to the Water Affairs
Commission by Professor Walter
Zucchini and P'T Adamson.

“Statistics prove that mot a sip-
gle year passes without drought in
some part of the country,” conelud-
ed Water Affairs hydrologist Ste-
fan van Biljon.

But three periods dominate,
when vast areas of the country
'Were affected: the early 1930’s,
from 1948 to 1949 and the recent
major five-year drought from 1978

to 1983. ‘E i
in 1963/4 and 1965/6 the eas ern

. and porthern Transvaal experi-

enced some of the driest years

" ever, By 1972, the coastal areas of

the south-western Cape and the
southern interior were in the
throes of its worst dronght,

Id this context, latest Water Af.

fairs figures indicate the total

amount of water in dams through-
ot the country has dropped 7 per-
cent below the overall 72 percent
recorded in February last year.
Natal is weli supplied with

- water, the Jevel only slightly down

from last year’s 75 fo 74 percent.

A climate’

3149

A At the other end of the scale, the

critical state of eastern Cape
water resources has seen dam ca-
pacities dwindle to the 33 percent
mark from 46 percent last year.

Although parts of the western
Transvaal are in the throes of a
crippling drought, the 17 dams in
the region were just over half full
this week, averaging 53 percent.

In the Upper Orange River
scheme, the Hendrik Verwoerd angd
the P K le Roux are dams reent (86
in 1991) and 70 percent full (59 in
1991) respectively. But the total for
the 11 dams is ‘down from 74 to
64 percent,

el ad el .t g o,
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Platteland trade
to a halt

grinds

By Helen Grange
Pretoria Burean

Trade in platteland towns has
almost reached a standstill as
a result of farmers’ financial
crises — and some businesses,
no longer able to carry their
debt, have closed shop.

In the western Transvaal town
of Delareyville, two shops closed
during the past month and other
traders are copsidering their op-
tions as sales plummet.

Struggling farthers are not even
able to repdir farming equipment
and are cutting down sharply on
purchases of feed and essential
agrienltural goods.

Delareyville furniture maker
Christie Pool said yesterday that
traders in the small town were
extremely worried.

“Everyone is just hanging on,
but already two shops — a bou-
tique and a stationery shop — have
closed,” he said.

“The farmers are dead scared to
spend money, and we depend on
themn. We don't have the option of
working in factories to make ends
meet,” he said.

General dealer Michel Chidrawi
said businessmen were now “‘on the
edge”.

“We are trying to hang in, but
business is terrible and the heat is
killing us. My trade is 60 percent
down. Even if it dees rain now, the
crops are ruined and the farmers

Ctan 132§

won’t recover,” he said

Wholesalers in the area are also
suffering, as retailers are keeping
purchases to a minimum. A worker
at Metro Cash 'n Carry wholesal-
ers said the shop was “absolutely
dead” this week.

In Thabazimbi, farmers are ex-
pected to begin retrenchment of
their farmworkers in the next few
days, leaving hundreds in the area
out of work.

Rural unemployment is expect-
ed to rise dramatically in both the
Free State and Transvaal in the
next few weeks as a result of farm-
ers being unable to support their
labourers.

The branch manager of the Tha-
bazimbi co-operative, Andre
Botha, said farmers would proba-
bly cut their staff by more than
haif in some cases.

Fight on

The co-operative, which sold
“everything needed by the farm-
er”, had been empty yesterday “for
the first time ever”.

“It is the same in all the towns,
right up to Ellisras,” he said.

However, several traders said
they would fight on and assess the
situation in April.

In the Free State — where it is
understood almost half of commer-

cial farmers have mortgaged their-

farms — 326 farms have been se-
questrated recently, according to
¥rik Dreyer of the Free State
Agricultural Union.

A spokesman for Farmer Crisis
Action said hundreds of Transvaal
farms were being sequestrated
every month. “It’s a case of stand-
ing there one day and being gone
the next,” he said.

The Land Bank has not yet com-
mented on the number of farm se-
questrations in the two regions.

@ Crop losses of 80 percent and

-more had been reported in 13 of

the 49-farming areas falling under
the Eastern Transvaal Agricul-
tural Co-op, the organisation said
in a report.

The areas that had saffered crop

damage of 80 percent and more
were Amersfoort, Bloekomspruit,
Davel, Devon, Glenroy, Greyling-
stad, Holmdene, Leeuspruit,
Maizefield, Morgenzon, Platrand,
Standerton and Trichardt.
@ Farmers in the Koedoesrand dis-
trict of the north-western Trans-
vaal yesterday formed a disaster
committee to help farmers in trou-
ble because of the drought.

The committee will supply
drinking water and other essen-
tials to needy families and will
ailso try to keep farmers who lose
their farms because of insolvency
in the district, by providing them
with work on neighbouring farms.
® The drought has hit South Afri-
ca’s cotton crops badly, reports the
Cotton Board. The 1991/92 forcast
has again been reduced, from
174172 to 169 835 bales.

If present weather conditions
persist, further reductions were
likely, the board said.




New urgency to deal with drought crisis on farms

It’s a disaster — Kraai

swme|2)g 2
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CAPE TOWN — Thoun-
sands of farmers faced
ruin if meaningfol aid
programmes were not ur-
gently instituted to res-
cuye them from the
drought, Agriculture Min-
ister Dr Kraai van Nie-
kerk said last night,

Clearly alarmed by what
he saw In a helicopter tonr
this week of drovght-ra-
vaged farmlands in the

and Free State, he
noted that “reporis on the se-
rious damage to crops were
not exaggerated”,

Dr var Niekerk seemed
also in bis statement last
night fo show a greater sense
of urgency aboot the loom-
ing crisis than ke displayed
in Parliament last wesk

He warned: “Even if rain
should fall at this point in
time, it will be too late for
any recovery of maize and
other summer crops.

“Grazing in the areas vi-
sited is inadegnate and
everything peints to a shori-
age of fodder during winter.”

Dr van Niekerk informed
the Czbinet at its weekly
meeling yesterday of the
gravity of the sitnation.

He said innovative ways
bad to be found to tackle a
hest of problems the dronght
had ereated, incloding con-
sideration of the practicabi-
lity of an input-cost subsidy
to lower farmery’ debts.

Another aspect reguiring
lonovation was methods of
lowering agricultural inter-
est rates without {oo muoch
distortion of the economy.

Ways had to be sought of
préating large-scale se-

questra

“Urggguiﬁum are being
made to’'clarify tways in
which this ifiminent disaster
can be avoided,” he said

Appeal

Dr van Niekerk reiterated
an appeal he issved in the
House of Assembly last week
to the Lzed Bank, commer-
cial banks and finaneial in-
stitutions “not to take head-
long decisions and to co-o
erate in trying to fend off the
sequestration of farmers”.

He roted that the Govern-
ment was limited in what it
conld do.

“Al} players in the field of
agricoliaral finance n:éust
co-pperate in order to iden-
tify and handle their
tive responsihilities in the
whole matler,” he said.

The distressing situation
wauld negatively affect the
entire comtry. “If meaning-
ful assistanee programmes
are not instituted as a mat-
ter of urgency, agricalture
and rural communities will
face a crisis,” he said.

He sald the consequences
would be:

@ Sequestration of theusands
of stmmmer crop farmers.

@ Agricultaral co-operatives
closing

@Farming expertize lost &o
agricuiture,

® Rising unemployment due
to farm labourer retrench-
ment, and accelerated ur-
banisaticn a5 a resnlt

@ The demise of smz|l rural
businesses, and socio-econo-
mie problers in those areas,
@& The Import of makze and
other agriceltural prodocis

.

Young blood . . . Anthony Pollock

makes his debut with the Transvaal side tomorrow.

Anthony chip off the old Bok

By Jacqueline Myburgh

His father is a cricketing
legend — and like his father,
be’s a left-banded batsmman
and he was selected this
week to play for the Trans-
vaal team for which his fa-
ther played,

But that is all co-inciden-
tal, says 18-year-old Anthony
Pollock, son of Springbok
cricketer Graeme. He plays

bis own game.
“He was 2 patural — Pm
just going to try my best. It's

been great baving his sup-
part, but he let me play my
own game,” he says.

A BComm student at
RAU, Anthony played for the
Transvaal B team before se-
lectors chose him to play
against Eastern Province to-
morrow.

Antheny also plays for the
RAU first team which is top
of the Premier League,

" along with three otker of his
Transvaal teammates,

At bis first practice with
them yesterday, Anthony
was wariply welcomed by
all the other players, inclod-
ing former captain Clive
Rice and new chief Roy
Pienaar.

Anthony has no plans re-
garding a eareer. “Yon conld
make a living playing inter-
nationaj cricket, bt aot pro-
vincial cricket,” he said

Tomorrow, the Transvaal
side plays Graeme Pollock’s
first team, Eastern Prov-
ince,

“1 am nervous, it's tongh,”
said Anothony.

Predictably, Anthony's
cricket career started long

{18), son of cricketing great Graeme Pollock,

Picture: Joao Silva

befare he can even remem-
ber. He does reczll that he
had a plastic bat when he
was a young boy.

At school he captained
KES's first team and he
played Traosvaal A during
Nuffield Week and took part
in the SA Schools competi-
tion.

The highlight of Anthony's
cricketing career — apart
from being selected to play
for Transvaal — was whea
he scored his first century
during a match hetween
Transvaal B and OFS.

During the winter months,
Anthony takes to the gym
but be enjoys tnost other
Sparts — tennis, squash and
swimming in particolar.

“Anything outdoors goes,”
he said.

Whoopi snap

By Klchael Sparks

American actress Whoopi -
has bought a 21ha ¢

Goldberg
bushveld property close to
the Kruger Natlonal Park.

S up piecg of bushveld

Mr Vorster satd he was
surprised by Goldberg's very
good knowledge and under-

. standing of natyre,

“8he knew that polluticn

" o this country is a big prob-
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to lower farmers’ debts.
Another aspect requiring
innovation was methods of
lowering agricultural inter-
est rates withont too much
distortion of the economy.
Ways had to be sought of

 prézepting large-scale se-

questratipns.

“Urgent efforts are being
made’ to‘clarify ways in
which this ifominent disast
can be avoided,” he said.

~  Appeal

Dr van Niekerk reiterated
an appeal he-issued in the
House of Assembly last week
to the Land Bank, commer-

stitetions “not to take head-
long decisions and to co-op-
erate in trying to fend off the
sequestration of farmers”.

He noted that the Goverzn-
ment was limited in what #
could de.

“All players in the field of
agricultural fipance must
co-operate in order to iden-
tify and handle their respec-
tive responsibilities in the
whole matter,” he said.

The distressing sitnation
would negatively affect the
entire country. “If meaning-
ful assistance programmes
are not institated as a mat-
ter of urgency, agriculture
and roral communities will
face a crisis,” he said.

He said the consegquences
waould be: . .

@ Sequestration of thousands
of summer crop farmers.

@ Agricultaral co-operatives
closing. : '

@ Farming expertise lost {0
agriculture.- - -

@ Rising unemployment due
to farm Iabourer retrench-
ment, and accelerated ur-
banisation as a result. -~

@ The demise of small rural
businesses, and socio-econo-
mic problems in those areas.
@ The import of maize and
other agricultural products
which would be more expen-
sive and of inferior quality.

with the SA Agricultural
Unior and the Government’s
agricultural departments to-
IDOITOW. - :

The Department of Agri-
culiural Development would,
with the Department of Jus-
tice, establisk local commit-
tees as soon as possible to
help farmers in financial
trouble tc negotiate with
their creditors on the hand-
ling of their debts.

He urged farmers {o table
their cases for emergency
relief through applications
for debt consolidation with
the Land Baok and Agricul-
tural Credit Board. :

@ More reports — Page 3

cial banks and financial in- |

Dr van Niekerk said he
1 would discuss the drought

w23
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Crigts
alleged in

HOME building practically came fo a
halt in the platteland over the past
year and a nomber of contractors
were forced to close their doors, said
outgoing Master Builders’ Association
Witwatersrand and South Transvaal
president Adrian van den Berg at its
general meeting yesterday.

The main reason for this decline in huild-
Ing activity was high interest rates which

'tnmmledtohighbnﬂdingcosts,hesaid.

Equivalent housing, priced at between
R150 000 and R250 000 in the PWV area,
was being sold for between R30 000 and
R100 000 in platteland areas ijke the Free
State, eastern Cape and eastern and west-
ornt Transvaal. New homes of comparable
size could simply not be built at these low
prices, he said.

“The ever increasing tax structure, high

{ inflation and interest rates have caused

mle to become poorer. The reduction in
rales of between 83% and 075%
aunounced on 80 January 1992 is a drop in
thaocean.'rhetimeisripeforaiunhu
reduction in bond rates,” he said,

Van den Berg said government shonlg
reduce interest rates and promote home
ownership by way of tax concessions an the
interest portion of bonds made to horne-
owners. “If these tax concessions are im-

over house@
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plemented, home ownership and savings
will be promoted,” be said.

He said a large number of homes were
repossessed by financial institutions last
year. These were being sold far below
market value, at prices that covered the
outstanding bond. He said new home awn-
ers should buy such houses rather than
have new homes buiit.

Political uncertainty, poor productivity
and the continuing increase in the cost of
building materials also contributed to poor
levels of business activity in the building
industry, he said.

Van den Berg also referred to an appar-
ent dispute between his association and the
Master Builders’ Association of Natal

He said relations with the Natal body
bad been sour for the past few years and
ended when his association requested an
inquiry to determine whether Natal’s cop-
duct was in the interest of the Building
Industry Federation of SA.

He said that if it was found the Natal
association had not acted in the interests of
the federation, its mermbership would be
terminated. Spokesmen for the Natal asso-
ciation yesterday said they had mo know-
ledge of what Van den Berg was referring
to.
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ANC joins row over
emergency food funding

MICHAEL MORRIS, Political Correspondent

THE ANC has joined the row over the funding of
emergency relief through Operation Hunger, ac-
cusing the government of insincerity in responding
to the eritical needs of the people.

“The govermiment has once again shown bad
faith and a monstrous lack of concern for the sui-
fering of people in desperate and urgtrt need,” the

ANC said in a statement. ﬁpq "! ?[tiql

It was reacting to the row betwe ¢ Depari-
ment of National Health and Operation Hunger,
which wants R20 million from State emergency
funds to help feed drought-stricken communities,

Operation Hunger director Mrs Ina Perlman
warned yesterday that 2 million people could be
starving by April.

But Minister of National Health Dr Rina Venter
— who criticised Operation Hunger for using “pub-
lic pressure” to obtain funds — insisted that the
organisation spell out how it intended spending the
money before a grant could be approved.

Talks on drought battle plan

TOS WENTZEL @ Rl ILH’LHL
Political Staff
A COMPREHENSIVE emergency
plag to deal with the drought crisis
will be discussed today when Minister
of Agricultare Dr Krasai van Niekerk
and his top officials meet a South Af-
rican Agricultural Union delegation.

The minister said today that many
farmers in the summer grain areas
faced a double crisis — many of them
would not have maize crops or winter
grazing for their animals.

Many faced the choice of slaughter-
ing their animals or letting them die.

The main aim of today’s meeting
will be to evaluaste and quantify the
damage to crops and to establish sup-
port schemes.

The drought is one of the worst this
century.

Dr Van Niekerk has warned that
the distressing situation will effect
the entire country.

“If meaningful assistance pro-
grammes are not iastituted as a mat-
ter of urgency, agriculture and rural
commurities will face a serious eri-
sis.”

This may include:

® Sequestration of thousands of
summer crop farmers.

@® The closure of agricultural co-op-
eratives.

® The loss to agriculture of farming
expertise,

@ Rising wnemployment due to
farm labour retrenchments.

® Accelerated urbanisation.

® The demise of small rural busin-
eses and socio-economic problems in
those areas.

® The import of maize and other
agricultural products,

Dr Van Niekerk called on banks
and financial institutions to co-oper-
ate in trying to fend off the sequestra-
tion of farmers.

—_—
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By Hans-Peter Bakker'
Star Africa Service ?

Virtually the entire southern
African region is reeling in
what could become the most
devastating drought in 3
cenfury.
From Tanzania in the
north o the Cape Provinee
in the South, millions of peo-
ple could face famine as
crops are laid to waste and
watercourses dry up

The drought gnps ‘much of
South Africa, southern Na-
mibia and Botswana, Swazi-
land, Lesotho, all of Zim-
babwe, southern Zambia and
much of Malawi; Mozambi-
que and Tanzania.-

In former years of short-
ages, South Africa was often
able to provide staple foods
to hard-hit comntries in the

region, but 1892/93 threatens .
to be one of the worst in re-

-corded history as Sonth Afri-
ca faces the prospect of hav-
ing to irnport about 3 million
tons of maize for its own
consumption.

To make matters worse,
the United Nations World
Food Programme predicts
serions congestion on the re-
gion’s transport systemn.
Most provisions will have to
be imported via Darban.

And, said a WFP spokes--

man, traditional donor coun-
tries are already far
stretched to provide food aid
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to war-torn Ettucpla and So-
malia and in flood-ravaged
Bangladesh, and would bhe
hard pressed to provide the
short-ferm requirements in
southern Africa.

The spokesman said it was
feared that many people in
the region would die before
the end of the year. “Even if
we get the food, it will be lo-
gistically impossible to get it
to the areas where it is ur-
gently needed.”

Thousands of farmworkers
and villagers are facing
bleak prespects, and already
crowded cities will swell
with millions seeking means
to survive — with unemploy-
ment and crime rising as a
result.

The drought also promises
to play havec with the re-
gion’s hopes of economic and
political stability.

In South Africa, hopes of
an upturn in the economy

southern | Africa

are fadmg and dreams of a
more favourable trade bal-
ance will be dashed as the
country imports foods to sur-
vive.

Zimbabwe is one of the
worst-hit countries in the
area, with estimates of more
than a million tons of maize
needed to make up the short-
fall and with more than
2 million people already hav-
ing applied for emergency
food aid and another 4 mii-
lion more expected to make
the appeal soon.

In  Mozambique, the
drought promises to take a
high human toll with many
thousands of people already
displaced by the war, and
the ecities holding little
promise of survival for the
stricken rural population.

Regie Mugwara, sector co-
ordinator for food security in
the Southernm African De-
velopment Co-ordination
Conference region, is wor-
ried that the message of the
seriousness of the situation is
not getting through to policy-
makers in the area.

He said his unit was
“quantifying” the extent of
the drought to enable coun-
fries in need to apply for
donor assistance. “But there
is a danger that everyone
will come asking for food a1d
at the same time.”

@ Subcontinent could be left
high and dry — Page 13
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PRETORIA — Agriculture Minister Kraai
van, Niekerk's obvious alarm over SA's
summer;6rops has given agriculture
leaders:.confidence that they will get a
sympathetic response when they ask gov- |
ernment today for massive and urgent aid.

Ahigh-level SA Agricultural Unpion dele- |
gation. meets Van-Niekerk in Cape Town
today:to discuss the plight of the drought-
ravaged-maize industry. .
~-he-destruction in the summer grain
areas:has been catastrophie, agricultural
anthorities say, althongh it has not yet

been measured in any detail.

. They note that it is not only maize that
Has been affected, but all summer CTOpS,
including ground nuts, sorghum and sun-
flower. gl& [l}f?.\" a3

Another issue to be raised 'af today’s
meeting is the fear that food shortages
could develop in the next iwo years if
many-of the thousands of farmers now
bordering on sequestration are forced off

Van- Niekerk, after a brief helicopter
tour'of the damaged summer grain areas
this week, was alarmed at the destruction,
deseribing it as disastrons. He said thon-
sanidscof farmers faced riin unless aid
programmes were institufed immediately.
With thatattitude, the sources said, there
was hopé of substantial new aid

It was not clear whether Financé:Minis-
ter Barend du Plessis would attend'today’s
talks, but:the situation would figuré promi-
nently .at next week’s Cabinet meeting,

Meanwhile, the worsening plight of
farmers is highlighted by new Land Bank
figures..A bank spokesman said farmers’
mortgage debt to the bank was a récord

_R3.2bn at the end of last year. This-will be
“aggravated by the latest drought'- .
| .. Sapa.reports Land Bank GM-H S Hat-~
“tingh, yesterday gave fhe assurasice that i
would try to ensure farmers could centinue
. with their ventures.

Hattingh said the bank had noted Van
Ni¢kerk's appeal to all banks this week to
avold sequestrating farmers,

‘The bank was preparad to consider sus-
pending arrear capital -instalments, eon-

rrow—_
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solidating arrear interest and extending Volkskas Bapk communications head

loan perieds as well as altering due dates
of msptg.lnmen{s to coincide with thé period
when farmers receive their main income.

SHARON WOOD reports that commer-
cial banks — responding to Van Niekerk’s
‘appeal — will be sympathetic to their
farming clients but that they have not yet

Willie Roux said the bank’s central strates
£y was to help keep £armersontt{eirland4

Standard Bank agriculture senior matg
ager Rudi Wilsnach said the agricnitural
sector was an important segment of thd
bank's business and there was 0o questiol
of a change in its lending policies. 3§
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Farmers hgpefﬁf of state aid
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; sao Bl orities say, & ough it has not yet  this week, deseri ed the destruc ion as
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Lvor the summer erop crisis has given They note it is not only maize that has faced ruin unless aid programmes were
agriculture Teaders confidence that they been affected, but all summer €rops in- immediately instituted.

will receive @ sympathetic response when cluding ground nuts, sorghum and sun-

5 flowers
they ask the government today for massive - . .
and urgent aid. Anpother issue o be raised at today's

meeting is the fear thal food shortages

® A Land Bank spokesman said farmers’
mortgage debt 1o the bank was a record
) RB3,2 billion at the end of last year. This

Avhigh-level SA Agricuﬁ:"ural Union del- could develop in The next two years i wonld be aggravated by the atest drought
egation meets Dr Van Niekerk in Cape many of the thoiisands of farmers now Sapa reporis the pank's general man-
Town today to ‘discuss the plight of the hordering on sequestration are forced off ager, Mr H s Hgattmgh, gave the assurance
drought—ravaged":’ﬁ jze indusiry. their farms. yesterday that it would try to gnsure farm-

The destruction 10 the summer grain Dr Van Niekerk, after a prief helicopter ers could continue with their ventures.




BRIEFING

T A TIME when the
cuntries is the socthern
irican region hoped to see an
fipturn in their economies. with
pezce in sight in Angola and-
Aozambique and exciting pros-
pects for open trade with South
Africa, their hopes are being
dimmed by cripplicg dronght.
The economic damage caused
by the drought could pose s2-
vere political problems for
these countries’ leaders as oo
employment, poverty and crime

increase.

Efforts to entrench free-mar-
ket systems and muluparty de-
mocracy 1 the subcontinent
could be set back

With stocks of maize, the sta-
ple food. deplezed thronghout
the subeontinant. mest if pot all
of its conntries will be forced to
divert scarce foreign exchange
to impart maize, or seek food

aid.

Even Angola which was
blessed with engugh raim will
not be able to avoid the effects
of the drogght in its neighbounr-
ing countries.

Femergency food aid to the
eountries in the area is becomr
ing a matter of Urgency. but aid
agencies are pot Very optimistic

aboat either further donations

Subcbntinent CcO

212

or the logisties of getHng food
w0 the places where it will be
mest needed. )

Maize is the staple dist of
most of the people living in the
region and is wsed widely to
feed livestock. .

In South Africa, usually 2
maize exporting country. thou-
sands of farmers face ruid in
the devastation, which is likely
to cost the conniry more than
R2 billion in imported stocks.

The Miaize Board estmates
that this year's crop will be a
50-year 0w o belween 2mil-
ion and 5 milflion tons — 2 mil-
fion tons less than local con-
sumption demands.

Econgmists predict that the
effect on the economy will be 2
retarding of the botteming-out
of the recession, price rises and
a drain ¢n foreign reserves.

The depleted supplies in
South Africa arve foriher exa-
cerbated by commitmests al-
ready cndertzken to expart
maize mainly to the Far East,
but also to neighbouring COUR-

sTAT

tries

The vast quantities needed to
satisfy local demarnd will place
additionz] pressure on  the
transpert system, which will be
farther clogged up by the enor-
mons demand for food from the
other dronght-stricken coub-
tries in the region.

The drought has Dot been
mercifnl to war-torn Mezambi-
gue, where hrmdreds of thoo-
sands of people have been dis-
placed by the war and wounld
have besp facing severe food
shortages even withont the
dronght -

jo  Mozamhique's central
provinces of Sofala and Manica,
the failore of the rains has
played bavoc with the rpaize

CTUpS.

Thousands of peasant fami-
Hes who in the past have been
able to sefl surplus erops ROW

Another commtry severely af-
fected by the drought is Zim-
babwe, whose crucial economic
restructrring programme is in

uld bé) é)%ftél

The economlic damage wrought by the drought could

pose severg politica! probl
ern Africa, reports HANS-

ems for countries in south-
ETER BAKKER of The Star

Africa Service.

dangar of being derailed

g areas in the south
sonth-west and east of the com-
try have already lost their
maize Crops.

Predictions are that the cotn-
try will bave to jmport a mil-
Yon tons of maize o SUPPLY its
copsamption

Socia] Welfare Minister John
Nkcmo expects the need for
emergeney focd aid 1o swell to
6 million peaple.

Some farmers with records
going back to the turo of the
centrry have descrited it as the
worst drought in more than 8
years.

Production from the com-
mercial farming sector is ex-

to drop to only 30per-
eent of last year, and snpplies

from the communal areas conld
drop by about 90 percent

Qe of the most immediately
prss‘mg effects of the grought
is the critical shortage of water
in many zreas, particularly in
the south.

The drought problem is being
exacerbated by wensport diffi-
calties: in the Buhera district in
the east of Zimbabwe, officials
say 40000 people are facing
starvation becanse food aid has
not arrived.

Swaziland, which cormally
has consistent rains, has also
ot escaped the drought Under
normal ~eonditiens Swaziland
imports only about 20000 to
40000 tons of maize from South
Africa, but this year it will bave
to imeport much more-

The ds of rural Swazs
and refugees engaged in subsls-
tence farmping in the Lubombo
district bave been warned to
save water. which is now being
supplied to them by tankers
from distant sources.

The Ministry of Agriculire
has warmed that the drought,
which is already killing large
numbers of cattle and ruining
maize in nporth-eastern
Swazitand. could become the
worst drooght-indnced crisis o
the conniry's history.

The mimister alse warned
farmers to sell off seme of their
cattle immediately rather than
have them stayve death
through lack of pastore and
water.

Even in Botswana, a country
pot nnused to drought, emerges-
¢y Mmeasures are being applied
#iost of the counuy is 1o the
grip of drought, except for
areas near Chobe in the north.

Cattle are dying in the Jwan-
eng area and farther reparts of
cattle dying in majer villzges

gh and dry

like Molopolole. 55 km from Ga-
borone. have been received.

David  Finlay, executive
chairman of the Botswana Meat
Commission, has warned cattle
farmers 1o seil their livestock
white they are still in good e0n-
dition.

The government has set op an
imter-ministerial dronght com-
mittee, which has toured the
country to assess the drought
The committes’s repart is ex-

to result in President
Quett Masire declaring much of
the country a drought-stricken
area

In Zambia President Fre-
derick Chiluba bas declared
half the country a disaster area,
apparentiy due to the drought

But reports from Zambia are
conflicting. Two weeks ago
Zambia's deputy minister of
agriculture proudly predicted 2
bum, maize crop following
late. but timely, rains.

Southern Namibia had good
rains in September and October
but virtnally nothing siEce

The situation has been agera-
vated by very high tempara-
res, and a meteorologist said:
«]f the region doesn’t gel rain
before the end of summer, it
will be a disaster.”

The soothern parts of Malawi
will be severely affected by the
drought, accordiag o Regie
Mugwara, sector co-ordirator
for food secority i the Southern
African Development Co-ordi-
pation Conference.

The estimated 1 million Mo-
sarpbican refugees in Malawi
are in the souath of the coudiry.

In Tanzaoia, serious food
shortzges are being expen-
enced despite rains in the north.
Retief supplies of 52000 tons
are urgently needed to meet the
needs of 1.7 millicn pecple in
Dar es Salzam and 870 000 else-
where, according to hr Meg-

wara.

Lesotho, landiocked within
Sonth Africa, is suffering along-
side SA. from which it normally
imports mueh of its basic food-
stuffs. The drought kas hit at a
time when the economy of Le-
sotho has been put under nOUSU-
al strain by the return of thon-
sands ¢f mineworkers who were
12id off from Sonth African gold
mives, O
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Not even the champion’s fee

wiwa
What do small farmers do
when the going gets tough?
By RAY NXUMALO
IKLAAS NGODELA, owner of
Nme farm Viakfontein justoutside
Bronkhorstspruit, is regarded as
the champion farmer in kwaNdebele.
Yet, he feels he is losing this batile.
“In afl the years | have been farm-
ing — since 1958 — never has there
been such drought in the land.”
His experience in farming comtes
from some 36 years employed as a
farmwarker. He started working for a

white farmer at the age of 16.

“He would be working in town
while I farmed his land.”

Ngodeia’s big break came when
most farming land in the area fell
under the jurisdiction of kwaNdebele
six years ago. He took over the farm
he’d been working — this time as the
master. And he proved he could do it
by himself. building up a fieet of five
tractors in he process. He also has his
own farming implements like
ploughs, planters and harmows.

uf2 - 20f2|q2

But this year has seen a furnaround
in his fortunes.

“I may manage to repay a loan |
took out for the fertilizers, seeds and
the diesel — but there will be no prof-
it for me this year, that’s for sure.”

Unlike most of his peers, he has
four dams on his farm. He has put
20ha of land under irrigation, and he
hopes this patch of land will produce
the crops he needs to repay the loan.

Ngodela is pessimistic about the
chances of his fellow farmers in the
Witbank area. “Even if it rains, there
is nothing for those people to rejoice
about. They are finished there.”

HEN the going gets tough for
Wthe farmess of kwaNdebele,

the farmers get going to the
Zijameleni Farmers Co-operative for
help.

‘The organisation is less than nine
months old, according to chairman
Nico von Hulst, but already it has
secured land on a leasehold for
numerons black farmers. And through

its guidance as the farmers” b
arm, it has given themn an additional
lease onsurvival throu gh the drought.

“Black farmers in kwaNdebele are
shaping up to the challenges of farm-
ing,” says Vor Hulst. “You see, most
of these people have been foremen
and labourers in white-owned farms
for some time. Now that they are on
their own they can only get better.”

It does help that the drought has not
ravaged the area to the exfent that it
has in other paris of the country.

“We are sitting in an oasis com-
pared to the western Transvaal. In my
opinion that is the hardest hit of all
regions,” says Von Hulst.

Nevertheless, the black farmers
have been hampered at a time when
they are only just beginning to find
their feet. What they need is time and
proper guidance, according to Von
Hulst. He thinks 15 years would be
appropriate to give them the neces-
sary skiils to establish themselves.

Bui first, the drought has to be over-
come.

é\g chirpy

EARLY the entire community

of black farmers outside the east-

ern Tramsvaal town of
Bronkhorstspruit stopped worrying
about the drought for a few hours on
Wednesday mormning and asked for
God’s intervention.

The prayer meetings were held in
schools, churches and outside in the
fields after Duka Mabona, president
of the local Farmers Union, went on
radio to urge other farmers in the area
to observe a call for prayers.

Mabona, owner of the farm Bles-
bokfontein, himseif heid a prayer
meeting with his neighbours ata
hillock called Spookklip.

Promising clouds formed in the sky
as they returned from the meeting, but
they did not build up to anything
beyond a scattered patchwork.

Sitting in his dining room, Mabona
clutched his hands together as if in
prayer. “One has to have hope all the
time,” he says. “Farming is a risky-
business. One moment we can be ina
drought and the next day it may rain.”







Hardly a year passes without a drought crisis. Are we enurel%' at I:he mercy of the heavens, or can sensible

Another year, another drought

HE joke used to be that a

South African farmer would

{ook at the one year out of five

when rains were plentiful in

his area as the oorm. The other
four dry years were shnormal.

There’s some truth in that but the
present searing drought hurts the good
arid the bad. Ye! the question lingers:
aré nost South African farmers so
marginal that one bad year can wipe
them out?

Take maize farming in the Westem
Transvaal which has attracted most
criticism for being an area ursuitable
for maize. Matze Board deputy gener-
al manager Peter Cownie denies it is

- ~tmsyitable. Compared wilh the yields
obtfived fromrich United States farm-
laad maize farming in South Africa
could be considered a very poor
prospect. That doesa’t mean South
Africa sgouidn'!brfarmmg mmatze
all. ==

plannmg allevzate much neediess szq?'ermg ? REG HUM

er big

.ano

AN §

the government has much money beyol

gvailable tospend on agriculfre.

On the other hand, one has to be
cautious zbout the special pleading of
vmimm?mumfa:mes

gioups have been calling for writing
oﬁtbeRlS-biﬂmorsoefdebu}m
hangs over the farming commumity.
Andlheyhavchmmmgofmde—
os. The banks are
wnlikely to mush into sequestrations-
“Those banks involved in agriculhure
bardly need 3o have more unsaleable
property ot their books. They would
rather teave the farmers on the land i
repay iheir debts.

- ~Lyster suppases it wouldn’t help
much to write off the debt without
addressing the tmderlying problem:
farmers would merely build up debt

again.

From a strategic pointof view farm-
ers” call for drought relief must gain
sympethy, 25 fong as it doesn’textend
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THE drovght will not enly hit farmers, It will caese food
prices {o rise and in fron prish op inflaton in grneral,
export revennes and diminish the

{n.ihe cnrrent acconnt of Balance of Paymeats, or how
fich money as a nation we have in (he kitty,

BDomestic Product (GBP),tk.ebrmdeslm of the
coumiry’s wealthe
Volkshas ecomomivt Adam Jecobs ) h:ﬁsutdﬁ:at:gri—
cofiore onfy contribates six or seven percent to GDP. Bat
because of econombe Eokag droagh
hasa wider effect, “I’s quite chear that we will be lucky to
'sﬁimtgnwt‘bthkym,”hesays

- Will it hurt city types? Alas, it will

1t will shave 8 percentasge polnt or so niﬂhe Gruss ’
- Mubtiply this by eight or aine dependenis and yag havea

;fhndfnrtufurms!nﬂiemm&andpayb:gfurﬂwmbesu
e with agrieniture, {
‘rime will be given another boost,

" Hiore difficult for South Africa’s ha to cby th
Mmﬁnﬁ&wmﬁsmﬂmhﬁ"dﬁm&n s S ope

ecenm:nlm]}ya.nﬂ politirally, The econormy &at the fowesd
point for years of an already long, drawn.onf recessiow
alfﬂa.ﬁy the comntry is underguing boge adjastments

MnrkL\'ster, ofthe Development Bank of Sonth Africa,
m:hms 106 600 fanm Iaboarers could be pat ot of work. ©

miilion peopie homeless or jobless.
Shonald they move to the city, the problem of

et worse. In general, increasing Soblesmess and rising

it that much

"~

Mureever. the drooght has hit not
only thesmaize farmers, such as the
‘Western Transvaal, but other farmers
as well. National Maize Producers
Organisation (Nampo) general man-

“The drought is devastating the sunflewer seeds, dry beans, sorghum
Summer tain crops cotmtrywide.”
While dry-land farming has been

fit, irrigation farming is by and large _the popufation, has been bardest hit.

and potatnes.
Mealies, a staple food for much of

% ager Giel van le pu1s it bluul!y

w\r — 22\

nd drought assictance, and is con-
fined to deb1 related {o production
rather than the farmers’ car or speed-
boat.

What the drought bas shown,
though, is the need from several dif-
ferent angles for fundamental reshap-
ing of agriculture. The official aftitude
to agriculture has changed, and prices
are more market-related, but much
mote needs 1o be done. As ope exam-
ple, the role and composilion of the
controversial agricultural marketing
boards must be looked at carefully.

nlslmuuns 0SS OVET many years in
agriculture from various kinds of sub-
sidisation of a strategic industry and
the political clout of the famters. Sa,
for example, farmers grew maize
where they should have grown
sorghum or ground nuts. This kind of
problem is not unique to South Africa.
The present round of tafks of the

-

not affected. The sugarcane crop will “Cownie says South Africa might have
- beaffec‘led So will, among othersy  t impost two to three millian tons of

mealies — daspite having carried over

cne miflion tons of maize from last
season. At a world matze price of
R450 to R500 a ton, that means R1-
biltion o Rt ,5-billion of precious for-
eign exchange flowing out of the
ouniry. In good years, maize exports
from South Africa are a boost to the
trade balance.

The urbanite view of farmers as
mollycoddled Mercedes Benz drivers
is wide of the mark, stresses the
Development Bank’s Mark Lyster.

A decade of moving agriculture
towands a more market-rzlated set-up,
where demand matters as much as
supply, has taken its tofl. For instance,
the real (adjusted for inflation) price of
maize hasn’t risen in the last six or
seven years.

Lysier ts careful to emphasise that
the bank empathises with the plight of
many farmers. There is real suffering
out there, he says. Some farmers will
be driven off the fand. Lyster doubts

T

General Agreement on Trade and
Tariffs is supposed to take another
step towards world trade free from
subsidy and protection. But it hasbeen
nobbled by powerful farmmg lobbies
in the European Community, and the
US itself s not completely innocent
when it comes (o subsidies.
Subsidisation of fasm crops overseas
affects domestic agriculhure in varioss
ways. It can be cheaper to import car-
tzin products, even though they are
plentiful in South Africy.
Nonetheless, misst be
undertaken in South Afiica for eco-
nomic and environmental as well as
political reasons. The political ratio-
nale for some kind of affirmative
action for black farmers is well
known, The Development Bank made
itself unpopular some years ago by
recommending that tand which could
not be farmed by white farmess with-
out massive subsidies could be given
to black farmers.

surprise.

NEY T jom

Lysler points out that in areas where
maize farmers have not relied on far
move risky but potentially more prof-
itsble high-input farming techniques,
they have had good crops.

But be cautions agnirst 2 romantic
view of sroalTholder fasming, It won't
necessarily help food production sim-
ply 1o band over farms from failed
white farmrers to small black farmers,
for instance.

Moves towards a more fational eco-
nomic approach have already been
made, The Development Bank has
advocated a land reform mrogramme,
encompassing politics, the economy,
social, technical and environmental
aspects. its zpproach should include
affirmative action for black farmmers.

The reshaping of agriculture has to
be sweeping.

Lyster sums up: “We have to try 1o
move to a more sustaipable eaviron-
ment”

)
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impuact because of the scale of the prob-
lem,” he says.

Cooper points at South Africa
bas huge resources in the agricultural
sector which can be used to help black
farmers. “But the institutions of the
agricultural sector will have to be

,J opened up and democratised.”
g~ Even if this happens, says Cooper,
~w suceessiul small-scale black farmers
) cannot be expecied to appear over-
~night: “Only 13 percent of the land has
been available to black farmers. There
is no residue of peasant farmers which
! canbe expanded and it will take five to
~ 10 years to increase their numbers
3 incrementally by about 20 percent.”
Cooper believes the best way to
increase the number of black farmers
. eon the land is to improve their access to -
land, capital and markets. “This would
< help redistribute land without distupt-
Z.ing food production.”

7 The new farmers would have 1o use
alternative farming methods — broad-
ty defined as not requiring large inputs
of capital or energy, and using the same

-
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The old ways were the best ways
say the black farmers of

Goedgevonden —and economics principles as the Goedgevonden farm-
appgars to support their argu- ers. “Capital farm ing methods led to the
ment. FERIAL HAFFAJEE present debt crisis of white farmers,”
and PAUL STOBER repor? ks ' Cooper says. .
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Goedgevonden farmer Edward Lesedi stretches out his arms to show how high the mealie stalks once stood

OD seems to have lain a
reproachful finger on the
western Transvaal. For end-

o T T AV |

tess miles all you see are dead
and dying mealie fields and
stunted sunflowers. .

Goedgevonden, near Ventersdorp,
is a dry and dusty expanse of land
* where nothing grows and the only
‘moving objects are children fetching
water in discarded fwo-litre Coke bot-
tles.

But the people of Goedgevonden
have not given up in despair. They
have visions of tali mealie fields and
healthy watermelon patches stretching
to the horizon and of grazing lands

.. filled with fat catile.

Clore they were forcibly removed
from their land in 1978, the
Goedgevonden community practised
communal farming. Last vear they
moved back to the land, after the
scrapping of the Land Acts. expecting
to resume where they had left oif.

Prevented from doing so by ongo-
ing negotiations about whether they
will be permitted to stay on the land,
they are now chaflenging the govern-
ment and surrounding farmers to fet
them farm in the way they know best.
Goedgevonden’s former farmers this
week told The Weekly Mail how they
used to farm.

Each family had a homestead witha

R

garden and a pen for their livestock.
The community shared four grazing
camps and one large piece of grazing
land.

A committee, or kgotla, allocated
the Tand. The kgotla was also respon-
sible for vaccinating animais and for
the general administration of the com-
munity.

Most families were ailocated five
morgen of land, but others had as
much as 200 morgen. The bigger
farmers usually had tractors and other
equipment and for a share of the crop,-
they would plough the land of the
smaller farmers.

Each family contributed to the cost
of ail that was communally owned and
cash was brought into the community
by migrant workers and the sale of sur-
plus crops.

How the community is itching to put
these practices to work again. “We
want tc make a competition with the
white farmers. We taught them to
farm, they did not know this land
couid produce food. We can produce
the same, and better than them,” says
57-year-old Levy Segopolo.

D}I,eshak Mba‘r’ljéesegisi;%out 75 years
old. “T can work better than the white

man. ! can plough, [ know how deep to
plough and [ know how much fertiliz-
er to put in,” he says.

Mbandese’s friend, Edward Lesedi,
nods his head in agreement. When he
was a farmer, he says, the mealies
were as fall as he could stretch his
arms — not short like they are now.
When we point ont that the stalks are
dying because of drought, he shrugs
his shoulders, saying: “One year you
get rain, one vear you don't.”

“We pever knew a year when noth-
ing came from the land.” adds
Segopolo. In the ofd davs, they stored
enough maize to see them through
droughts.

Harold Winkler, of the Transvaal
Rural Action Committee (Trac), com-
ments: “The Goedgevonden social
svstem proved very resilient even in
periods of drought. The balance
between migrant wages and agricul-
tural crops assured that if either suf-
fered a set-back, people could survive
until the next period of rain.”

Winkler adds that this method of
farming supports wider economic
goals like providing housing and food
for extended families. It can also
reduce the rate of urbanisation and
sirengthen the rurat economy.

The system has checks and balances
built into it. By practising rotational
grazing, limiting the head of cattle a
family could own and planting trees,
sustainable land use is ensured and the
capacity of the land is not exhausted,

says Winkier,
Y s

The department of agriculture, how-
ever, favours the idea of dividing the
tand into 21 units for as many families.
Each of these families would be
allowed io keep two more families as
farmworkers. h o

Segopolo says about this plan: “The
people of Goedgevonden have decid-
ed to farm communally, not individu-
ally. We want the government o give
us a chance for five or six years.” The
communrity is willing to accept a
leasehold on the land for five vears
and if their methods are not successful,
they can be reassessed.

The Goedgevonden farmers hope to
show that their traditional communal
approach is the way for drought-
stricken farmers to survive the dry sea-
sons — and their plan can work if the
state and agricuitural industry back
them up.

“The most successful efforts to
develop peasant farming involve

: HA
industry providing financial, technical
and marketing support,” says David
Cooper of the Environmental
Monitoring Group (EMG). i

A good example of this is
Daggakraal in the eastern Transvaal.
According to Star Motswege, a field-
worker for Trac, white farmers from
Hammersfort helped black freehold
farmers to form an association Wiich
has negotiated a two-vear training pro-
gramme with the department of degvel-
opment aid. The programme, which is
only &ew mioiiths old,~aims to
increase the productivity of ¥e free-
holders’ land.

“Training is essential for develop-
ing black farmers,” say representa-
tives of the Development Bank.
Programmes in which the bank is
involved include production, literacy
and community development.

While there are other examples of
successful training of black farmers,
the EMG's Cooper points out that
only state depariments, the Develop-
ment Bank and a few non-governmen-
tal organisations are actively involved
in helping black farmers,

“Some of these projects are doing
good work on an experimental basis,
but they are not making much of an



HE joke used to be that a
South African farmer would
look at the ore yearout of five
when rains were plentiful in §
his area as the norm. The other

four dry years were abnormal,
There’s some truth in that but the
present searing drought hurts the good
and the bad. Yet the question lingers:
are most South African farmers S0

;rh]a.rginai that one bad year can wipe :E?maik?kasi%m Adars Jacobs points out that st
em out? g ‘ gt
. L cultare only Contribates six or seven Teent 10 GOP, Bt
Take maize farming in the Western hera hemie I e h
_ tse of | b agriculture, drought muen neral i
Transvaal which has attracted most mm’i‘@é’iﬂiﬁé"éﬁé‘ﬁ% mu;mbemmy :{f il be g
criticism for being an area unsuitable | gee ¥ percent growth this year,® he says

for maize. Maize Board depuity gener-
al manager Peter Cownie denies it is

B witl shave
Bomestic Prod

in.the earrent acconnt of Balance of Payments, or how
money as a nation we have in
& percentage poin

deaghtcpm&nathawcomeatawomeﬁmmm

f or 56 off the Gross
uct {(GDP), the brogdest measnre of the -

; econsnically ang Ppolitically. The economy ivat the lowest

it general, peipt for years of an already Iong, drawi-ont recession,

diminisk the Pedch » the conmiry is undergoing hoge adjustments
2 and changes, ' :

the kitty, Mark Eyster, of the Development Bank of Soath Africa,

2 Shoald they move to the <ity, the problem of find;
lznd for informat stttfernent and paying for it will beﬂslg

erime wifl be given another baost, making it that much
mare difficult for Supth Afriea’s haves to cipe with

unsuitable. Compared with the yields
obtained from rich United States farm-
land maize farming in South Africa

Moreover, the drought has hit not
only thesmaize farmers, such as the

could be considered a Very poor

prospect. That doesn’t mean South Organisation am eneral man-
Africa shouldn’t be farming maize ot o) &
afl. '

as well. National

ager Giel van Zyl puts it bluntly:
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the government has much money
available to spend on agricuiture.

On the other hand, one has to be
cautious about the special pleading of
vested interests. For instance, farmers’
groups have been calling for writing
off the R18-billion or so of debt that
hangs over the farming CommuRnity.

.. -And they have been watning of wide-

vspread sequestrations. The banks are
unlikely to rush into sequestrations.
‘Those banks involved in agriculiure
hardly need to have more insaleable
property on their books. They would
rather leave the farmers on the land to
repay their debts.
-“Lyster supposes it wouldn’t help
much to write off the debt without
addressing the mmderlying problem:
farmers would merely build up debt
again.

From astrategic point of view farm-
ers’ call for drought relief must gain
sympathy, as long as it doesn’t extend

wele — w'\z\oxtg

beyond drought assi and is con-
fined to debt related to production
rather than the farmers” car or speed-
beoat.

What the drought has shown,
though, is the need from several dif.
ferent angles for fundamental reshap-
ing of agriculture. The official atfitude
to agriculture has changed, and prices
are more market-related, but much
more needs to be done. As one exam-
Ple, the role and composition of the
controverstal agricuftural marketing
boards must be Iooked at carefully,

nistorﬁons arose OVer many years in
agriculture from various kinds of sub-
sidisation of a strategic industry and
the political clout of the farmers. So,
for example, farmers grew maize
where they should have grown
sorghum or ground nuts. This kind of
problem is not unique to South Africa.
THe present round of talks of the

Western Transvaal, but other farmers
Maize Producers

“The drought is devastating the

SUmmer rain crops countrywids,”

hit, irrigation farming

il

General Agreement on Trade and
Tariffs is supposed to take another
step towards world trade free from
subsidy and protection. But it has been
ncbbled by powerful farming lobbies

in the European Community, and the
US itself is not completely innocent

‘when it comes to subsidies.

Subsidisation of farm Cups overseas
‘affects domestic agriculfure in various
ways. If can be cheaper to import cer-
fain products, even though they are
plentiful in South Africa.
Nonetheless, resfructuring must be
undertaken in South Africa for eco-
nomic and environmental as well as
political reasons. The political ratio-
nale for some kind of affirmative
action for black farmers is well
known. The Development Bank made
itself unpopular some years ago by
recommending that land which couid
rot be farmed by white farmers with-
out massive subsidies could be given

While dry-land farming has beep
is by and farge
1ot affected, The Stgarcane crop will
be affected. So will, among others,

sunflower seeds, dry beans, sorghum
and potatoes.

Mealies, a staple food for much of
the popufation, has beep hardest hit.
Cownie says South Africa might have
to itnport two o three million tons of

mealies — despite having carried over
—— Thealies—

one million tons of majze from last
Season. At a world maize price of
R450t0 R500 5 ton, that means R1-
billion to R1,5-billion of precious for-
eign exchange flowing out of the
country. In good years, maize exports
from South Africa are a boost to the
trade balance,

The urbanite view of farmers as
mallycoddled Mercedes Berz drivers
15 wide of the mark, stresses the
Development Bank’s Mark Lyster.

A decade of moving agriculture
towards a more market-related set-up,
where demand matters as much as
supply, has taken its tofi. For instance,
the real{zdjusted for inflation) price of
maize hasn’t risen in the last six or
SEVen years,

Lyster is carefyl 1o emphasise that
the bank empathises with the plight of
many farmers. There is real suffering
out Hiere, he says. Some farmers will
be driven off the Jand, Lyster doubts
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 plarring alleviate miich nssdives suffering? REG RUMNEY reporis

Lyster points out that in areas where
maize farmers have not relied on far
more risky but potentially more prof-
itable high-input farming technigues,
they have had good cTops.

But he cautions against a romantic
view of smallholder farming. It wont
necessarily heip food production sim-
ply to hand over farms from failed
white farmers to small black farmers,
for instance.

Moves towards a more rationat eco-
nomic approach have already been
made. The Development Bank has
advecated a fand reform programme,
encompassing politics, the economy,
social, technical and environmental
aspects. Its approach should include
affirmative action for black farmers.

The reshaping of agriculture has to
be sweeping,

Lyster sums up: “We have to try to
move {0 a more sustainable envirgp-
ment.”
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Farmer threatens to shut schoof

A FARMER near Lanseria Airport is sef to
Jjeopardise the future of hundreds of chil-
dren by refusing to let them attend the
school on his property.

Swartkop Valley School, according to par-
enls, was built by the previons owner who
died. The farm was then sold to a BA Billet.

Billet is reported to have demanded that the
school be bought by the Department of Edu-
cation and Training (DET) or anybody else,
failing which he would stop children from
attending,

He has camied out his threat. He has report-
edly barred children from attending the school
on several occasions since last year,

Last Friday he reportedly chased the chil-
dren away and only re-admitted them after he
was given an undertaking by an-unnamed Pre-

toria DET official that the schol would be
bought (2 Ge—(#D(E

However, parents claim that either the DET
or the principal of the schoo] are dragging
their feet in addressing the issue,

The expulsion of children was reported to
have started earlier last year and the princi-
pal, known only as Bogatsu, had constantly
refused to make the issue public. He argued
that the department would fire him if it was
known that he had taken the issue to the peo-
ple or institutions other than the department.

Neither the department nor the farmer were
available for comment, but Purns’ ForRuM-
learned that Biliet had undertaken to expel the
kids again shonld the department fail to settle
the matter urgently.




It happens every year in S o

Dateline: JOHANNESBURG

ROUGHT is an inherent

part of the South African

climate, says a report to
the Water Affairs Comimnission by
Professor Walter Zuechini and
Mr PT Adamson.

“Statistics prove that not a sin-
gle year passes withont drought
in some part of South Africa”
concluded Water Affairs hydrolo-
gist Mr Stefan van Biljon.

Bui three periods dominate,
when vast areas of the counitry
were affected: the early 1930s,
from 1948-1949 and the major
drought from 1978 to 1983.

In 1963/4 and 1965/6 the East-
ern and Nerthern Transvaal ex-
perienced sofne of their driest

years. By 1972 the coastal areas
of the southwest Cape and the
southern interior were in the
throes of their worst drought.

In this context Water Affairs
figures indicate the total amount
of water in dams throughout the
country has dropped seven per-
cent below the overall 72 percent
recorded iast February.

Several individual reserveirs
have fallen by as much as 20 per-
cent.

Bat there are major excep-
tigns, including 27 dams in the
Western Cape (which today aver-
age 57 percent compared to 39 at
the same time last year), and the
Boegoeberg Dam on the Lower
Orange River which remains full

Matal is well %;pplied with wa-

ter, the total level only slightly
down from last year’s 75, {0 74
percent. At least four of the 16
major dams are 100 percent full
and most stand at well over 90
percent full.

At the other end of the scale
the critical state of Eastern Cape
water resources has seen dam ca-
pacities dwindle to the 33 percent
mark from 46 this time last year.

Although parts of the Western
Transvaal are in the throes of a
crippling drought, the 17 dams in
the region were just over balf full
this week, averaging 53 percent,
only one percent lower than Feb-
ruary 1991, This includes the pop-
ular boating venue, Hartebee-
spoort Dam, down from 83 {o 55
percent full. o



New moves to rescue

%zfris He

drought-stricken farmers

MICHAEL MORRIS
Political Staff

MEASURES to hasten financial relief for
drought-stricken farmers and to fend off
fmminent sequestrations are being taken
by the government.

These “are ameong the main points to
emerge from a crisis meeting between the
Minister of Agriculture, Dr Kraai van Nie-

- kerk, and the president of the South Afri-
can Agricultural Union, Mr Boet Fourie,
yesterday.

In a joint statement the ministry and
the SAAU said “everything possible” would
be done in the short term to fend off im-
minent sequestrations and, in the longer
term, to bring about more general {inan-
cial relief.

The following actions have been agreed
om:

OA committee of ministers to plan and
. co-ordinate drought relief.

O Forming a task group under the lead-
ership of the president of the SAAU and
the superintendent-general of the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Development to es-
tablish an assistance network and gather
infermation.

O The Land Bank and the Agricultural
Credit Board to be instructed to prevent,

,.as far as possible, sequestrations.

[J Negotiations with financial institu-
tions involved in the agricultural sector, to
be launched on February 24.

3 Establishing joint local committees in
magisterial districts in which all parties
involved in financing agriculture will be
represented. Farmers have been asked to
file applications for financial aid with
magistrates.

0 Measures to avoid food shortages. The
importation of maize is “receiving urgent
attention”.

H More reports on the
drought — page 18.

T —

T S T —



IRTUALLY the

entire southern

Africa is reel-
ing in what could he-
come the most devas-
tating drought in a
1} century,
i From Tanzania in the
north to the Cape in the
south, millions of people
‘ face famine as crops are

l2id waste and water-
courses dry up.

The drought grips much of
South Africa, southern Na-
uj mibia and Bolswana, Swazi-
tand. Lesotho. a1l of Zimha-
bwe, southern Zambia and
much of Malawi, Mozambique
and Tanzania.

In former years of short-
ages, South Africa was often
=} able to provide staple foods
to hard-hit couvotries in the
region, but 1992/°93 threatens
te be one of the worst in his-
tory as South Africa faces the
praspect of baving te import
about 3 million tens of maize
at RL3 billion, for its owa
corsumplion.

To make matters worse,
the United Nations World
Food Programme (UNWFE)
prediets serious congestion on
the region's transport system.
Most of the area’s provisions
will kave to be imported
through Durban.

Apd, says a UNWFP
spekesman in Harare, tradi-
tonal denor countries are al-
ready far stretched to pro-
vide food aid to war-torn
Ethiopia and Somalia ard in
flood-ravaged Bangladesh,
and will be hard pressed to
provide the urgently needed
short-term reguirements tn
southern Africa.

The spokesman said it was
feared many people in the re-
gion would die befere the end
of the year: “Even if we get
the food, it will be logistically
impassible to get it to the ar-
egs where it is argently need-
ed”

Thousands of farm warkers
and rural villagers are facing
bleak prospecis and the al-
ready crowded cities will
swell with millions ef people
seeking means to survive —
with unemployment rising
and crime rates likely to soar
as a result
] The drought also promises
to play havor with the re-
Eion’s quest for economic and
political stability.

In South Africa. bopes of an
upturn in the depressed econ-
|| omy are fast fading as the
'{ drought takes its tol! and
dreams of a wore favourable

i Islz{qz.

Deadly drou
plagues millions

As southern Africa reels in what could become the
most devastating drought in a century, millions of
people face famine as crops are laid waste and
watercourses dry up. HANS-PETER BAKKER of the

iaz[a%ardg
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trade balance will be dashed
as the country imports food
to survive. .

Zimbabwe is one of the
countries waorst hit in tke
area, with estimates of more
than a million tons of maize
needed Lo make up the short-
fall with more than 2 million
people already having applied
for emergency food-aid 2nd
another 4 millien expected to
make the appeal socn.

The drought poses a serious
golitical threat to Zimba-

we's five-year structural ad-
justment programme as fore-
casts suggest a fall in GDP o
minys 3 percent, the lowest in
decades.

In Mozambique, ravaged by
more than 20 years of war,
the drought promises 1o take
a high human toll with many
hundreds of people already
displaced by the war and the
cities holding little promise of
survival for the stricken rurat
popuolation

Mr Regie Mugwara, sector
co-ordinator for food security
in the Southern African De-
velopment Co-ordination Con-
ference {SADCC) region, is
worried that the message of
the seriousness of the sitna-
tion is not getting through to
policy-makers in the area.

He said his unit was qoanti-
fying the extent of the

Sy
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drought to enable countries in
neeqd to apply for assistance.
"But, there is a danger that
everyone will ask for food aid
at the same time™.

WIr Mugwara said the
drought was taking on epi-
demic propertiens. “Many
people and animals are in
danger of dying of thirst and
hunger. Not oply food is run-
aing oui, water supplies also
are becoming eritical.”

Unless widespread rains
fall befere the summer ends,
the region will go into the
normzlly dry winter with se-
riously depleted water and
food stocks for people 25 welt

35 livestock.
—
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Milk crisis
looms in
dairy revolt

The dairy industry is under threat
in drought-tern Zimbahwe angd
producers have warned that unless
prices paid to them are doubled,
the country will have no milk.
ROBIN DREW, Argus Africa News
Service, reporis from Harare.

ing drought, acute shartag®s of water and
food, and galloping inflation, is faced with
the threat of the collapse of the dairy {ndostry.

Grim-faced dairy prodocers have waroed
that the countey will tave oo milk if they are
not paid double the present price.

The chaitrman of the Nationz! Association of
Dairy Farmers, M¢ R W Franklin, told a
packed meeting: “In a few short years we have
been reduced from a sophisticated First World
dairy indestry to ome of subsistence and mere
sarvival.

“Dairy cattle are today worth more as meat
than they are as milkers.”

Many producers had dropped oot and more
were ahout to follow.

“If the system used for deciding producer
prices for milk is oot lmmediately revised, we
will end op with no milk.”

A leading economist, Mr E W Bloch, said al-
though droughts had contributed to the down-
turo in the fortanes of dairy facmers, by far the
greater and overriding cause had beer the total
lack of realism relating to prices.

Dairy farming bad oace been a fucrative in-
dustry bot o the past five years it had steadily
declined .

The crisis was soch that the entire future of
the dairy Indusiry was in jeopardy zod the
health and well-being of the popolatiop was be-
ing put at risk

Zimbabwe now has less than 500 registered
producers, production is falling and input costs
are rising dramatically, a seminar to devise a
strategy for sarvival was toid.

The milk crisis comes when thke morale of
commercial farmers has been dealt a beavy
blow by the government's ictentlon Lo press
ahead with legislation to epable it to take half
the white-owned farmland for black resettle
ment.

hleanwhile the skortage of maize, which has
forced Zimbabwe to Import from Sooth Africa
and o look to other sources for more sopplies,
threatens the future of the stockfeed {ndustry.

The Commercial Farmers' Union bas said
that supplies for the indostry are totally inade-
quate, Repercussions are likely to include the
slagghter of op to balf of the country’s laying
hens and broilers, a decline of 30 percent in
potk prodaction and a 50 percent reduction in
catile prodaciion.

ZL’vIBAB\TE. under the lash of a devastat-
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Banks ready to aid

tricken farmers

DAVID CUMMING

Weekend Argus Correspondent

SOUTH Afriea’s commercial
banks stand at the ready to save
farmers from the devastating
drought.

That’s the good news to emerge
from two of the banks heavily in-
volved in loans to the mation's agri-
cultural seetor.

While the drought will undoubtedly
send some farmers to the financial
wall, commercial banks are ready
not only to set up a safety net for
others but also to allow efficient op-
erators to expand through “creative”
finance packages which will allow
them {fo buy out bankrupt
enterprises.

Spokesmen for the banks said
there was little likelihood that they
would foreclose on vietims of elima-
tological circomstance.

Instead, they would examine each
case on its merits, using pure busi-
ness criteria and a sympathetie ap-
proach to keep as many farmers as
possible on the land.

Such an attitude is viewed as stem-
ming partly from a call by Dr Kraai
van Niekerk, Minister of Agriculture,
for a lenient approach from suppliers
of credit to agricultore.

“We have been very accommodat-
ing in the past when farmers have
been in difficult circumstances and 1
do not anticipate that we will react
differently in the current situation,”
was the encouraging response from
Frans Venter, chief agricultural ad-
visor to First National Bank.

However, he warned that those
farmers who found themselves in fi-
nanciafl® difficulties because they had
become involved in injudicious
schemes would not find support from
the banks.

Yet in spite of the assistance many
farmers would receive from the
hanks, the drought could have serious
irnplications for the rural economy.

“You merely have to drive to such
areas as Koster, Lichtenburg and De-

lareyville to observe the effect. Shops.

are standing empty already and they
were not built by specilators but be-
cause there was a demand for them.”

Mr Venter said many of the work-
ers of farmers who could not survive
wonld find themselves destitute.
There were already reports of la-
bourers offering to work without pay,
on the proviso that their families
were given food and shelter.

He said the cost of importing
maize to make up shorifalls had not
yet been fnily appreciated.

“Standards of purity on world mar-
kets are not always up to the stan-
dard of those on our domestic mar-
ket. This means we may incur
considerable costs in screening it to
ensure it meets our requirements —
over and above the cost of transport-
ing it from our harbours to where it
is reguired.”

Additional cosis could alse have a
knock-on effect on food prices, since
many animal feeds incorporated
maize.

He did not believe there would be
much to be gained, in efficiency
terms, from corporate farming or-
ganisations buying up bamkrupt
farms, since local experience had
shown that big was not necessarily

@%!S’ZHL

better — as conventional wisdom in
the US would have it.

Economists suggested this week
that in view of the pragmatic ap-
proach to farm debt by the banks,
consumers could be harder hit than
farmers in the current situation. This
was because food prices would un-
doubtedly rise as the gap between
demand and supply grew.

While the farmers might find a
sympathetic ear among creditors,
consumers could not expect similar
treatment.

Econometrix’s Tony Twine said a
major cause for concern was the
plight of subsistence farmers. In
times of normal rainfall, aggregate
dermnand for maize fell, since farmers
were able to grow their own crops in
dryland conditions.

However, in times of drought they
were forced to buy in their reguire-
ments. There was a significant threat
that those who were unable to sur-
vive the onslaught of the elements
would swell the flow of-people to the
urban areas, where employruent was
not readily available.

i ———




Drought only one of farming’s woes

Rain won’t wash

away

IT 1S difficult to look beyond the
immediate problems caused by our
climate — the havoe wrought on
agriculture by the drought, the im-
minent collapse of rural communi-
ties and the inevitable squeeze on
State coffers to bail farmers out.

But even if the heavens opened to-
morrow, agriculiural experts agree
that the deeper difficulties facing
South African farming won’t be washed
away by rainwater alone.

They also agree that this country is no
farmers’ paradise, something that may sur-
prise city people accustomed to seeing roll-
ing fields whenever they head down to the
coast on holiday.

Marginal land

“We have very limited high-potential
land in this country,” says Professor Mi-
chiel Laker, professor of soil science and
plant nutrition at the University of Pre-
toria. “It represents about 3 percent of the
land and a lot of that is gobbled up for
non-agricultural uses. Another 12 percent is
arable, but much of that is marginal.

“We also have very difficult soils in
South Africa,” Professor Laker says. “They
are often very shallow, they compact easily
and they are highly erodable. It also doesn’t
kelp that we have so few soil scientists fo

the
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When ‘Ihe dust has finally
settled on the last
devastated mealie field,
what then? JOHN PERLMAN
went to find out.

provide agriculture with the detailed infor-
mation it desperately needs.”

Professor Laker warns that droughts
have caused long-term ecological damage.
“My main concern is with grazing areas
where the ground has now been eaten
clean. Without cover, the ground can bard-
en and seal.

“That means rain cannot penetrate and
water catchment areas dry up, there is
greater erosion, and the quick run-off of
water can lead to flash floods, which we see
mere and more. The farming system will
also have to adapt to long-term weather
patterns.”

Those patterns, it would seem, are not so
easy to predict. “Long-term pred:ct:ons are
not really possible at the moment,” says Dr
Janette Lindesay, deputy director of the
Climatology Research Group at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand. “We are working
on the possibility of accurate seasonal pre-
dictions and we are getting close.”

Professor Roland Schulze, professor of

roblem

hydrology at the University of Natal. be-

lieves there is sufficient climatic informa-

tion available for “us to know what nature

can give us in each place and time”.

“There is no doubt that droughts will
recur and the areas that are climatically
risky for maize — which needs rain in a
very particular phase of its growing period
— are highly identifiable. Our agriculture
should be in harmony with our natural en-
vironment, rather than fighting against it.”

There would be little disagreement with
that ideal. But how precisely to attain it is
a matter of some debate.

Indigenous ¢crops

One view is that growers of maize —
which was brought here from North Ameri-
ca — should switch to indigenous African
crops such as serghurn and millet which
are more drought resistant.

“In drought areas, sorghum and millet
have an infinitely better chance of surviv-
al,” says Mpho Mashinini, deputy director
for relief and development for Operation
Hunger. “People used to grow sorghum
only for beer, but now they are turning
back. I believe that if we can get people
growing tradmo‘ﬂal crops, they will not Te-
turn to maize.”

“This iz not good country fom growmg
maize, but it was always a straf:eglc issue
that South Africa should be selfifufficient

in food,” says Dave Coo-
per an agriculturalist

vironmental Monitoring.
This system, Cooper

farmers which have only

recently been cut back.
Andries Botha, a suec-

cessful maize farmer in

years, insists he is plant-
ing the right crop. This:
year, he says, even the
most adapted indigenous
thing, the grass, has
perished. “But in a nor-

is far more profitable.

more vulnerable to
aphids and quelea
finches.”

High risk

Professor Schuize be-
lieves “there are areas
with high potential for
maize production and
these should be en-
couraged. But we are
sometimes practising

where the risk is too high.
‘“There are areas
where you get one or iwo
crops every five years,
and those farmers then
run to the State for aid.”
It is these “marginal
lands” that are the big-
gest bone of contention.
The Government has
been rupning a land con-
version scheme for a few
years now, whereby sub-
sidies have been given to
farmers to switch fields
from maize production to
grazing. According to the
Government, some
400 000 ha have been
turned around, but after
Novernber, no more ap-

the Free State for 31 -

mal year, maize produces .
a much higher yield and -

with the Group for En- |

says, was then propped
up with subsidies to

agriculture in areas

Besides, sorghum is far .°
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Drought plan
for farmers

By ANTHONY JOHNSON
THE government and the SA
Agricultural Uinion yesterday
agreed on an urgent aciion
plan to save hundreds of
drought-battered farmers
from looming bankrupicy.

The Minister of Agriculture, Dr
Kraai van Niekerk, and the presi-
dent of the SAAU, Mr Boet

_Fourie, said after a crisis meeting
in Cape Town that everything
possibie would be done for farm-
ers in the short term to fend off
imminent sequestrations.

.. In the longer term, joint efforts
. would be necessary to to bring
about more general financial re-
lief for farmers, they said in a
joint statement.

The actions agreed upon at yes-
terday’s meeting include:

® The Land Bank and the Agri-
cultural Credit Board would be
instructed to prevent, “as far as
possible”, imminent sequestra-
tions.

@ The Minister of Agriculture
and the SAAU would begin nego-
tigtions with senior representa-
tives of financial institutions in-
volved in agriculture aimed at
saving farmers from bankruptcy.

@ The immediate establish-
ment of joint local committees in
magisterial districts in which all
parties concerned with finance to
agriculture would be represent-
ed, with local agricultural credit
committees at the nucleus.

p—
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All farmers experiencing finan-
cial difficulty should file applica-
tions for financial assistance with
iocal magistrates.

@ Measures are being taken to
avoid food shortages among farm-
ers and their labourers.

@ The establishment of a com-
mittee of government ministers to
take responsibility for the plan-
ning and co-ordination of relief.

® A task group under the lead-
ership of the president of the
SAAU and the superintendent-
general of the Department of
Agricultural Development was
formed to take urgent steps to
quantify problems facing farmers
countrywide.




Drought sows the seeds of

despair for

FOR the drought-stricken farmers of
Delareyville the sakkie-sakkie Is
over — now they can dance only with
the dust devils that swirl across their
barren mealie fields.

With no chance of saving their
crops they say they have pinned their
hopes on God and the government.

As farmers’ total debt soared be-
yond Ri7-billion, these Delareyville
farmers — once the wealthiest in the
land — buckled under individual
dents topping Ri-miltion.

in the Delareyville district alone
four farmers have been sequestrated
since December — two remain un-
employed and a third is in Weskop-
pies Hospital.

‘Hammer

Churches, ec-operatives, the Far-
mers’ Union and the SA Vroue Fe-
derasie are distributing food and
clothing parcels to white families
without incomes on the farms and In
%e towns, according to Mrs Makkie

¥S. .

“A boer can no longer make a
plan. Tye tried and tried, but if they
dow't help me now Pm out,” said
glareyvﬂle farmer Frikkie Marais,

In an attempt to wrest the auction-
eer’s hammer from above his head,
Mr Marais, once an established
maize farmer and breeder of race-
horses, sold all but 50ha of the farm
where he was born.

But as the sun blasts from a clear
sky on to stunted mealies Hittle big-
ger than potplants, Mr Marais® back
is wedged against the wall more
tightly than ever. He cannot even
afford to mend a broken lounge win-

TNwes
By DAWN BARKHUIZEN

%
dow let zlome tackle a loan of
R603 252,60.

Jan van Niekerk, who meticulous-
1y records and caleniates his farm-
ing operation on computer, had {o
auction 46 prize beef cattle on Thurs-
day at a rock-bottom price of R3,90 &
Kilogram.

After seven years of drought
Frans Joubert, 43, is mortgaged up
to his eyehalls. His 10-year-old son is
so depressed that he doesn’t waat to
come home from boarding scheol,
his wife quit the local Vroue Federa-
sie to save the petrol and his pump-
kins burst open in the heat.

Broken farm implements lie idle
because there is no money to repair
thern, his car has more than
350 600km on the clock and his small
dairy herd is producing half the milk
it did in 1980.

“This is the crunch; we are all in
big trouble,” said Mr Jouberi, the
recipient of eight §0kg bags of emer-
gency mealie meal to feed nine fam-
ilies living on his farm.

“You conld buy a new tractor with
1 000 bags of mealies 10 years ago.
Today that won't even pay your de-
posit,” said farmer Winston Sumner.

Delareyville Agricultural Union
chairman Flip Koize said that only
three percent of Delareyville’s 350
farmers were able to fend for them-

- selves, Withont government aid

about 60 percent would collapse.
The crisis is not confined to the
farmers. The newly formed Delarey-
ville emergency fund is supplying
rations to the families of about 500

stricken {

Tew .
, Mr Kotze said.

Some workers have already been
laid off and the jobs of many more
hang in the balance — although some
farmers vow they will never “get rid
of people who have stood by us for all
these years”, :

Mrs Poppie Sohole, 40, headimnis-
tress of the Borneo farm school, said.
her pupils were fainting in the class-
room because of heat and hunger.

Malnutrition in the black com-
munity, already 80 percent, is ex-
pected to increase.

Alsp gasping for breath are the
small businesses in the platteland
towns.

Temperatures

Delareyville Chamber of Com-
merce chairman and local super-
market owner Chris Olivier said 10
of the town’s 100 businesses would
close within a month as store owners
lost most of their black trade and
could no longer extend long lines of
credit to overdue farmers. :

In Natal, dronght and soaring tem-
peratures have affected farms in
many areas, with farmers around
Ladysmith, Bergville, Winterton,
Estcourt, Greytown and Weenen
among the worst hil

Many large maize farmers have
already lost 75 percent of their crop,
and if there is no rain within the next
10 days they could lose %5 percent.
Some of them claim they have al-
ready lost between R300000 and
R500 000 because of the drought.

In the Eastern Cape, drought has
ruined bundreds of farmers and
could cripple the Port Elizabeth/-
Ultenhage industrial complex.




Drought
closes

Fedfood
plant

i By DON RﬂBERTSﬁR

THE :drought and low [de-
mand:for frozen - vegetables
have forced Fedfood to clise
its Harve;i: Tim t, in
Port Elizabeth.

Chairman DirK Jacohs
says farmers will nof have
sufficient water irriga-

tion this year.
Some freezing—Tfacilities
wﬂlbeusedattheplantand

packaging and dlstnhutmn

will ednfinze. w.gir
Several -wor AL pro-
duce from some farmers will
be sexnt fo theTailefe}‘I',u plant
in George. {{LLI55 -
As an.ua(%ed in the Z’]Zst
’ mtenm report, the Patoma
sub-troplcal froit processor
will be sold: Three buyers are
interested.:




Farming folk despair as crops

As the sun beats down on the Free State, it is met

by the rising heat from the baked soll. And, as the

weeks pass without rain, the drought takes a ris-
ing human toll. PAULA FRAY reports.

STARC

ool teer.
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HOUSANDS of farm la-  children. Kwashickor is
§f

bourers are flocking to

Free State towns in the futile
hope of getting work. But,
with no hope of a harvest this
year, chances are that most
will end up in the burgeoning
squatter camps where malnu-
trition is growing rapidly.

Operation Hunger field co-
ordinator Anthony Mfila says
ahout 55 percent of children
between the ages of five and
15 are malnourished. Most of
them are recent migrants
from the farm areas.

. “Unless help is given, this
will definitely rise,” he adds.

Not only have farmers
been crippled by the drought,
but the economic situation
has led to numerous retrench-
ments at factories in the
smalier towns.
~ Thronghout the Free State,
fields of rmealies present
fool's gold for the hopeful.
Their growth stunted, their
green appearance belies one
of the worst droughts the
country has ever seen.

As more and more farm la-
beurers move o the cities,
swelling squatter communi-
ties, organisations such as
Operation Hunger are strain-
ing to cope with the increas-
ing number of malnourished

coming more common. (
Lusaka squatter camp,

side Theunissen, is one such
area, filled with farm 13-

bourers without hope of work T
this year. v AP
“About 40percent of WM LIAE
ey

black rural community sur-
vive on seasonal work. This
year, there will be not he a
harvest,” says Operation
Hunger regional director Ju-
dity Mokgetie.

Theunnissen’s Sister Sophia
Cockrell has seen the influx
of workers and how her sis-
ters strain to cope.

Although the clinic has re-
ceived finance for targeted
assistance from the Govern-
ment, Sister Cockrell does not
believe the rest of the com-
munity can survive without
Operation Hunger’s help.

‘An outbreak of measies has
prompted an urgent immuni-
sation programme at ioeal
schools.

But she says, “There is an
enormous problem with ty-
berculosis and malnutrition.”

While the former is com-
plicated by overcrowded con-
ditions, the latter is severely
exacerbated by ignorance,
says Sister Cockrell.

r
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Most farm mothers are' un-
aware of symptoms of mal-
nutrition and nurdes, tell 1pf
mothers boasting that “their
children are gaining weight
when the symptoms are real-
Iy malnourishment.

“We find that once djar-
rhoea sets in that the mothers

glertey )/ ©
Against the odds . . . farmer Clement Sea

s PR

first use home-made reme-
dies, including an enema,
under the mistaken fmpres-
sion it is something the chii-
dren have eaten.

“By the time they are
taken to local clinics the chil-
dren are not cnly malnour-
ished buot dehydrated as

well,” says Mrs Mokgetle.

The despair is shared by
the farming community.

Clement Seape has fought
against the systemn for over
20 years as one of the coun-
try’s few black farmers.

But the drought may yet
present his biggest challenge.

wilt

“In my entire experience
as a farmer we have never
had such a dry February,
with temperatures of up to
35deg C.

"I planted, hoping it would
rain. But when it did come it
was just a drop in the ocean.
The soil is as dry as a bone,”
says Mr Seape.

“The farmers’ future is al-
ready jeopardised. In the last
8ix years we have had more
drought than good vears.

“T planted 200 hectares of
sunflowers, But the sunflow-
ers which normally withstand
the heat start wilting ... The
mealies are a write-off. If by
March there is still no rain, {
will have no stock left by
July,” he says.

The owner of two farms —
one of 140 ha and another of
660 ha — Mr Seape is not only
facing the consequences of
the drought but also in-
creased violence and theft
against Free State farmers,

“I brought some sheep here
the other day — 40 of them
got stolen in broad daylight,"
he says, shrugging.

It is impossible to plant
mealies, or even pumpkins,
out of eyesight, he adds, attri-
buting the increase in crime
to a breakdown in law and
order.

At this stage he has not
needed to retrench any of his
workers but there will be no
harvesting this year and so
seasonal labour will not be
hired. o




Nampo expects a

calamltous crop

GERALD REIE.LY

PRETORIA — The draug “Tavaged
maize erep conld shrink {oa “calamifous”
3-million tons or less, even if late summer
rains fell, Nampo said at the weekend.

Massive damage bad been’ ‘inflicted on
&l summer ctops and SA was facing the
prchabﬂxty of havmg to import up to 4
miltion tons of maize.

Nampo GM Giel van Zyl said SA’s trans-
port system was capable of handling only
about 3-million toms, which meant food
shortages were looming in SA and the rest
of southern Africa. The whole of the sub-
continentwas in the grip of an unpreceden-
ted disaster which meant tens of thousands
could fac;?;_ starvation. Zimbabwe would be
short of about 800 600 tons of maize.

Van Zyl said while the plight of the
commercial farmers was known, there
also were between 5000600 and 750 000
black subsistience TS wWhose crops had
. been destroyed. hivg ﬂ\‘L\;\‘L

Cur political staff reporis from Cape
Town that government and the SA Agricul-
tural Union (SAAU) on Friday agreed onan
urgent action plan fo save hundreds of
farmers from looming bankruptey.

Agriculture Minister Kraai van Niekerk
and SAAU president Boet Fourie said after
a crisis nieeting that everything possible
would be done fo help farmers fepd off
jmminent sequestrations in the short term.

In the longer term, joint efforts would be
necessary to brirg aboui more general
financial relief for farmers.




1apeiiicd, e odlld, WA 2n
“subversive priests” for
causing the bloodshed.

It was the worst bloodbath
in a single incident in the

R i
ation theology espoused by
L.atin American priests
fighting dictatorship.

The national conference

waAea B

i hall o
succeed,” Mr Cohen told a
Senate subcommittee in
Washington on February 5
— Sapa-Reuter.
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This is the face of hunger as
drought ravages Souﬁz i-
ca. STAR VWAL

Severely  malnourished,
Daniel Modise is one of thou-
sands of children in the Free
State alone who would have
died by now but for help
from Operation Hunger.

When nurses first saw the
toddler about a month ago
with his distended stomach
and stick-like legs, they did
not think he would live more
than two days.

Since then, medical staff
at the Theunissen clinic have
been checking up on him and
his family at the Lusaka
squatter camp each week.

But cooditions are far
from ideal.

The family lives in a one-
room tin shanty which brings
little protection from the
boiling heat. Around them
little grows and there is no
work.

Nearby, 32-year-old Mapa

kiso Mokgashane — herself.

malnourished — is strug-

gling to raise five children .

who also need weekly care.

The =~ squatter  camp,
swelled by recent migrants
from the farms, has more
than 90 percent, unemploy-
ment, according to Opera-
tion Hunger field co-ordina-
tor Anthony Mfils.

About 70 percent of Lusa-

ka's children upnder five
years are malnourished.

e A .

ught worsens

o

Malnourished . . . Daniel Modise is one of thousands

of children suffering in the drought. Picture: Alf Kumalo

However, according to Op-
eration Hunger Free State
regional director Judith
Mokgetle, while the inci-
dence of malnutrition is ris-
ing in Lusaka, other Free
State towns such as Adding-
ton and Bethlehem are in

an even worse situation.

In the entire Free State,
says Mr Mifila, about 53 per-
cent of children between five
and 15 years are mainour-
ished — most of them from
the farms.

@ More reports — Page 11




Dutch trade minister
to-open Holland_Fai

DARIUS SANAL

MORE than 50 firms from the Ne ex-
hibit at a major trade fair in Johanneshurg timed to
be opened by Dutch Fog' Trade Minister Yvonne
van Rooy next month. ;%6'"1 ‘r" EX A A

Dubbed the Holland Trade Fair, and
between March 4 and 7 at Nasrec, the event marks the
normalisation of trade relations between 8A and the
Netherlands following the lifting of EC trade sanc-
tions last year. 17 zlﬁ"_

The Netherlands has beén one of the stannchest
eritics of apartheid, a fact which a highly placed
Dutch government source cnce attributed to “z com-
bination of moral revulsion and historical guilt”.

Dutch PM Rood Lubbers and Forelgn Minister
Hans van den Broek last month postponed a visit to
8A, schednled for this month, after the ANC opposed
the trip on the grounds that it was premature.

However, sonrces in the Dutch embassy yesterday
satd Van Rooy’s trip — which was planned geparately
from Lubbers’s — would definitely go ahead.

A Datch trade delegation visited SA last Jone. Safto
director Wim Holtes said at the weekend that the
delay between last year’s visit and this year’s trade
fair was due to political pressores resulting in a
reluctance by the Datch government to provide its
firms with export credit guarantees.

That problem had now been overcome, Holtes said.

Among the companies planning to exhibit at the
trade fair are electrenics giant Philips, the Royal
Begemann group, agricoltural techmology firms in-
cluding Fancom, Abbi-Snn and APV, beverage groups

ing place
|

P GERALD REILLY

THE crime wave sweeping the coun-
try was also affecting farmers, with
particularly heavy losses in ranching
areas, an SA Agricultural Union
spokesman said at the weekend.

It appeared that stock theft syndi-
cates were operating, but thieving by
individnals was inereasing, the
spokesman said.

Thefts took place at gathering
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points, during transportation to
staughtering and marketing points,
as well as at abattoi

A committee consisting of mem-
bers of the Meat Board, abattoir au-
thority Abacor and the Red Meat
Producers’ Organisation has been
formed to monitor the threat, the
spokesman said. Professional assist-

1 Cattle farmers hit by crime wave

ance had also been songht to develop
counter-imeasures.

Police figures show that stock theft
in 1990 increased by 9% from 1589 to
more than 21000 incidents. The 1851
figure will be disclosed in the police
commissioner’s report to be tabled in
Parliament later this month. It is
expected to be significantly higher
than the 1990 figure.

Heineken and De Kuyper en Zoon, and the Nether-
lands Potato Consultative Instifute.

Other companies exhibiting will be from the elec-
tronics, textile and engineering industries. The Dutch
agricalture and fisheries ministry and the Dutch
meat board will also have stands at the fair.
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[isting is cherry on

top, for Lang

LANGEBERG Holdings will cornplete
its transformation into a public entity
with a listing on the JSE before June
20, two years after being the first agri-
cultural co-operative to be privatised.

Cape-hased Langeberg is one of the
world’s largest food canhing operations
and has an annual furnover of mere than
R640m. -

Langeberg Holdings spokesman Dev do
Toit said the decision to list was based
partly on the wish by minorities to trade
their shares on the open market.

Tiger Oats has a controlling 56% stake
in Langeberg Holdings through wholly
owned subsidiary Langeberg Foods.
Langeberg Co-operative — mainly made
- up of the farmers whe are {.angeberg’s
prime source of raw materials — holds
ahout 30% of Langeberg Holdings while
ahout 14% is made up of minority share-
holders.

The decision to go public was alse to a
large extent based on a clause in the con-
tractual agreement between Tiger Qats
and Langeberg Co-operative which was
drawn up in July 1888 on Tiger Qats’ acqui-
sition of its stake in Langeberg. The clause
stipulated that an attempt be made to list
Langeberg by June 30 1992, said bBu Toit.
" Langeberg MD Ray Brown said in a
statemnent the company had nine food pro-
cessing and canning operations and ex-
ported a large variety of canned fruits,
vegetables and other food products.

Tt processes 350 000 tons of raw produce
every year, consarning 35 000 tons of sugar
and using more than 400-millicn cans, bot-
fles and jars. Hs products include brand

Enwzéqg WEST [

names such as Koo, All Gold, Silver Leaf,
Hugo and Naturlife.

Brown said the Langeberg board decid-
od the time was appropriate for a listing in
view of the strong financial performance
of the company and the buoyancy of the
stock market. -

In the 1991 Tiger Qats annunal report,
Tiger chairman Robbie Williams com-
mented on Langeberg's increased profita-
bility: “Very encouraging results were

achieved by the group’s recent acguisi- |

tions, particularly Langeberg.”

Langeberg Holdings’ 1991 annual report
showed the company inereased turnover
by 15,4% to R645,8m in the financial year
to September 1991 when compared with
thesamepeﬂodileQD.Eamingsashare
more than trebled to 156c. Consequently
dividends increased from 11,5¢ & share {0
450 2 share over the same period. The
report forecast a further improvement in
Langeberg’s performance in 1892,

Brown said drought in the porthern re-
gions of SA would have no effect on Lange-
berg’s profitability. The past three years
had seen drought affect pineapple crops in
the eastern Cape, but farmers there expect
crops to improve this year.

Fruit crops were mainly in the western
Cape and were safe from drought. Pea
crops were slightly affected by drought
last year and only 70% of Langebergs
requirement was produced. Brown said
dronght was a natural occurrence in SA
and the group experienced such conditions
with at least one crop 2 year.
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-




By Peter Wellman

4

Farmer Sarel Swanepoel
has called in the AWB to
demolish squatters’
shacks on his Krugers-

dorp farm — because he |

says the authorities
won't do the job. c'}-.f

Yesterday Mr Swane—;-“-
poel confirmed he had<.
asked the AWB's Wen-22
kommando for help “be-
cause the anthorities say &J
this is the New South‘s
Africa, and they won't
take action”.

ihe AWB would not
give a date for the shack-
busting yesterday, byt
said it would do it bhe-

cause Mr Swanepoel's
farm had been occupied
by about 300600 iliegal
sgoatters.

Mr Swanepoel had re-
ceived no compensation,
added a spokesman,
after the organisation
met in Welkom fo dis-
cuss his request.

The SAP had been in-
vited to witness the Wen-
kommando’s actions “in
accordance with the
law”, he said.

A possible date is the
end of the month. Mr
Swanepoel has given
squatters at Swanieville
notice to quit his 376 ha
farm by then,

“I did it legally, the

way the police said I
must do it,” he said.

Mr Swanepoel] says
there are between 26 000
and 28000 squatters on
about 32 ha.

A building contractor,
Mr Swanepoel originally
invited blacks to live on
his land, as tenants in
low-cost housing about
two years ago.

“The accommodation
was planned for a few
thousand, but in no time
squatters had overrun
the place,” he told The
Star last night.

Mr Swanepoel said po-
liee had refused to take
any action apainst the
squatters.

Hefusing to disclose
whether he was an AWB
member, he said: “That
is not relevant. 1 have
paid a lot of money to
this Government, but
only the AWB would help
me of all the avenues I
explored.”

About 18 months ago
Mr Swanepoel's shotgun
was forcibly taken from
bim by squatters in a
confrontation.

The PWV region of the
ANC yesterday con-
demned the AWR's
threat to forcibly re-
move the squatters and
called on the Ministry of
Law and Order to “take
appropriate action”.

0 clear squatler area Bid to st

By Jo-Anne Collin

Members of 2 western
Transvaal rural commu-
hity yesterday turned to
the Pretoria Supreme
Court to prevent their
homes being demolished
as allegedly advocated
by Conservative Party
deputy leader Dr Ferdi
Hartzenberg.

Paul Taute Masie (64)
from Welverdiend near
Lichtenburg, brought the
application as one of 105
families on the farm.

The community has
been there since the
farm was declared a dia-
mond digging in 1926 and
Mr Masie's counsel will

op demolition of .

argue that T@Sidents are
not squatters as defined
in the Prevention of Ille-
gal Squatting Act.

The court issued an in-
terim order preventing
Welverdiend's owner,
Willem Johannes Mou-
ton. from “demolishing
or threatening to demoi-
ish™ his home. Mr Mou-
ton consented to the in-
terim interdict which
helds good until March 3.

According to Mr
Masie's affidavit, after
several warnings that he
would take action under
the Squatting Act, Mr
Mouton and his brother
destroyed 25 homes with
a bulldozer on December

QT
18. They were accompan-
ied by police.

Mr Mouton allegedly
stated that the remain-
ing dwellings were {0 be
vacated by mid-Febru-
ary, failing which they
would be demolished. He
also pressed squatting
charges against 33 resi-
dents in January,

Mr Masie said he and
Igbal Motala of Lawyers
for Hutnan Rights were
invited to a meeting of
the WestVaal Squatting
Cornmittee on Friday.

Committee chairman
Sampie Steyger calied
for a two-week halt to
demolitions to allow for
discussions and empha-
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By Sven Liinsche @)Q .

Hopes of £COROIIC Tecovery this
year have been dealt a severe
blow by the drought.

Central Statistical Service
(CS8) said at the weekend that
Gross Domestic Product {(GDP)
fell by 0,6 percent last year after
an 0,5 percent drop in 1920.

Fconomists had generally ex-
pected growth would recover to
a positive 1,5 percent in 1992, but
they are now scaling down their
forecasts in the wake of the
drought.

Econometrix analyst Dr Azar
Jammine estimates that the loss
of agricuitural production will be
R billion to R4 billion.

While the contribution of agri-
cultural production to GDP is no
more than five percent, such a
loss implies a decline in the pro-
jected economic growth rate this
year of 0,5 percent to one percent,
Dr Jammnine says.

He now expects overall GDP
to record a mere 0,5 percent
growth

sets bac
STAL

~The most immediate #mpact 15
that the country will have to im-
port up to four million tons of
maize, resulting in a foreign ex-
change loss of Ribillion to
R2 billion.
However, given the record
trade surplus of R18 billion last
and renewed access to for-
eign capital markets, the loss
does not represent a significant
blow to the build-up in gold and
foreign exchange reserves.

Food prices

More stgnificantly, Dr Jam-
mine says, the drought means
that certain food prices may rise
as a result of the shortage.

Agricnitural production fell by
1,3 percent last year, despite
slight imcreases on a quarterly
basis, according to CSS.

The majority of business and
financial sectors showed a drop
in output over the year.

The list was headed by con-
struction, where output plunged
45 percent. This was followed by
manufacturing (—2.4 percent},

k g]!ilg_pes of
ecovery this year

transport (—1,5 percent), mining {
—1,5 percent) and commerce (—
0,6 percent).

On a quarterly basis. GDP
growth fell by 0.6 percent in the
fourth quarter of 1991.

In the third quarter GDP rose

by 0.5 percent, but this was pre-
ceded by seven quarters of neg-
ative growth,
@ The decline in South Africa’s
national output in the last two
years was alarming and should
be seen by all as a clear warp-
ing that time was running out
for the country, said Johannes-
burg Chamber of Commerce and
Industry president Mike Cato.

Sapa reports that Mr Cato said
the year had not started well in
economic terms with the drought
bringing serious threats to nation-
at agricultural output.

«Whilst recent surveys have in-
dicated a slignt improvement in
general confidence levels among
businessmen, they have also
shown that slack capacity will
have to be filled before the levels
of employraent will rise.” he said.

{




| Farmers meet banks,

govt. to plan aid deals

61?%'}/5;;;510!\: WwooD
AN ATD package for drought-stricken farmers will be
negotiated between senior commercial bank representa-
tives, the SA Agricultural Union {SAAL) and Cabinet
Ministers when they meet early next week.

The meeting is part of the six-point plag adopted at a
top-level Cabinet meeting in Cape Town last Friday to
prevent farmer sequestrations.

Bank spokesmen said it was {00 early to speculate on
what aid packages would entail, but a possible selution
might allow the repayment of imterest but not the capital
portion of agricultural loans.

Rankers said aid would be based on sound business
principles. Banks could not be expected io make an
exception of the agricultural sector when other sectors
also had problemss.

Banks have said they would remain sympathetic and
patient with farmers’ problems and assist customers on
an individual basis. The long-term viability of the indi-
vidual farmer remained a priority and short-term prab-
lems wéald be accommodated. :

Standard Bank agricultural senfor manager Rudi Wils-
nach said'a-top-level delegation would attend the meet-
ing. Volkskas spokesman Willie Roux said the bank had
been informed but not officlally invited. Absa represen-
tatives would attend the meeting.

Nedbank, with limited debt exposure in the agricul-

tural sector, would send representatives to the meeking
but would not {ake a Jead in any viewpoint, said corpor-
ate banking senior GM Mike Leeming.
{1 Sapa reports that Nampo chairman Cerneels Claasen
said yesterday maize farmers appreciated the assurance
from President F W de Klerk that financial aid would be
given to agriculfure. .

e said government had to decide on the reallocation
of state funds and make an announcement before the
agricultural sector could do any meaningful planning.

Claasen said government’s commitment to aid reas-
sured farmers that government realised the important
econom:ig-.,:fale.-played by maize producers.

-
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By Peter Wellman

The Government last night
warned the AWB to stay out
of the Swanieville squatter
row at Krugersdorp.

Deputy Law ard Order Minis-
ter Johan Scheepers said the
police would not allow the AWB
1o destroy shacks on the farm at
the request of owner Sarel
Swanepoel

“I'am convinced that arriving
at a solution to this problem.
which was 10 a degree creared
by Mr Swanepoel himseif. will
be made more difficult by the
1velvement of any third party.
ncluding the AWB.

"The pohice will not telerate
any irregular conduct.

T therefore urgently call on
Mr .Eugene: TerreBlanche not
to allow the AWE 10 become -
volved in anv acticn that could
possibly result in confrontation
ang viclence.” he said.

Mr Swanepoel told The Star
vesterdav the ANC had “taken
over my farm and my rents
That was 18 rmonths ago. There
are Z6 000 to 28 000 squartters,

“The authorities have not
given me clearance for a hlack
heusing project and thev refuse
10 act on the sguatting situation
that has developed as a resujt”

“So0 [ went in the end 1o the
AWB, Where else was ! sup-
paosed to go®

“Thev were the only ones who
said they would help me. and [
have sent that message 1o the
State President.

“There 15 going to be a blood-
bath Tcan't even go on to to my
own Jand any more.

“The last time I went to the
squatters was 18 months ago —
[ was cut by a knife thrown at
me zand a security guard with
me 55as beaten to death, bot oo
one has been arrested.”

Mr Swanepoe] warmed that
Star journabists would face a
hestile reception at Swanieviile.
It id not happen.

Part of the row is whether
the people there — The Star es-
tinated about 15000 — are
squatters at all.

They say they moved into
Swanieville One apd Two
camps over the past two years

Waiting for Swanepoel . .
residents want delivery on promises
made by the farmer. Some residents say
they paid R100 to secure a plot and

maonthly rental for “'no facilities™.
Pictures: Joao Silva

at Mr Swanepoel's imvitation
because he promised cheap but
good housing and toeilets. plenty
of water. a school and creche.
and a clinje.

Duricg a three-hour visit ves-
terday The Star heard about
these promises repeatedly.

Middle-aged Agnes Mambo,
whose husband died recently, is
expecting her six children,
ranging from seven years old to

Keep out . . . Sare! Swanepoel says
Squatters have barred kim from his own
farm. He says the last time he went to
the squatters was 18 months ago —
and he was cut by a knife thrown at hirn.

. Swanieville

i

ut of Swanieville, Minister warns A

w
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25, o move into her one-roomed
mund and dagga shack en an 8m
by 10m plot she says Mr Swan-
epoel marked out

A member of the Swanieville
Two residents’ committee. she
told simply but articulately
about the empry promises she
was made.

Like oihers, she says she had
to pay RI10G to get a plot. then

R30 a moeth in rent “for no fa.
cilities at all”.

As shke spoke another woman
chipped i “Here s ptoof” —
and produced a receipt for
R100. marked “rent”. The signa-
ture was not clear.

The atmesphere was calm
and friendly. and there were
chockles at Mr Swanepoel's
ANC claims. -

One was that ANC officials

were selling his stands for R200
each at a barber shop in Swan-
ieville One. The owner of the
shop, Stepken Segwabe, his hair
slicked amd shiny. simply
laughed.

Residents said they bad re-
fused to pay rents from Decem-
ber last vear. They would re-
sume when Mr Swanepoel deli-
vered on kis promises.

Across a dip of open veld,

Swaniewille One has a pro-ANC
reputation, 27 residents were
massacred there last May, It
was more Lease. and an ANC
preseace was abvious.

No one would 1alk without
“the comrades” say-so. A group
of voung men. apparently ANC
officials, said briefly but polite-
ly that they would answer ques-
tions at a press confereoce
today. But they confirmed resi-

dents were also boycotling rent
to Mr Swanepoel.

Neither section of Swanie-
ville had the listless air com-
men te squatter camps. and res-
idents said many peopie had
jobs in the area.

“But some of us have come
from as far as the Transkei be.
cause of Mr Swanepoel's prom-
ises,” was the parting shot as
we drove away.




- "‘

THE owner of the controversial
Swanieville farm near Kagiso yester-
day told why he approached the AWB
to demolish the shacks in the area.
The Government last night wamed
the organisation it would notallow it to
goahead withitgthreattopnlldown the
shacks wejqw 27
This after the AWB announced
it had been given permission by owner

of the fanm, Mr SG Swanepoel, to puil
down the shacks. @y&w/
Swanepoel said the Affican National

Congress had “takenovermy farmand
my reats’’.

There are 26 G to 28 000 squat-
ters. )

“The anthorities have not given me
clearance for 2 black housing project
and they refuse to act on the squatting
siwation that has developed as a re-
sult.™ d

Where else was I supposed to go?
They were the only ones who said
they would help me, and I have sent
thai message {o the State President.
There is going to be a bloodbath.

“I can’t even go onto to my own
{and any more. The last time [ went to
thesquatters was I8 months ago, T was
cut by a knife thrown at me and a
security guard with me was beaten to
death, but no one has been arrested.”

He warned journalists would face a
hostile reception at Swanieville.
Deputy Law and Order Minister

Mr Jjohar Scheepers said the sitna-
tion, which he said had been created
by Swanepoel himself, would be
made more difficult by the involve-
ment of any third party, incloding the
AWB. . - .F F

“The police will not lolerate any

nf]
~ said.

irregular conduct. [ therefore urgently
call on Mr (Eugene) TerreBlanche not
toailow the AWB to become fivolved
inany action that could possibly result
ion and viplence,” he

Part of the row is whetlieTThe people
there - estimated about 15 000 - are
squatiers at all.

They say they moved into
Swanieville over the past two years at
Swanepoel’sinvitation becanse he had
promised cheap but good housing and
toilets, plenty of water and a school.

Mrs Agnes Mlambo, whose hus-
band died recently, is expecting her six
childrer, ranging from seven to 25, o
move into her one-reomed mud shack
allocated to her by Swanepoel.

Like others, she says she had to pay

- R100togetapiot, then R30 amonth in

rent “for no facilities at all*".




By IKE MOTSAPI
FOREIGNERS should not
be allowed to buy land and
property in South Africa
and those in possession
should be compensated.

This was said vesterday
by callers to the
Sowetan\Radio Metro
Talkback Show when voic-
ing their concern and dis-
pleasure at foreigners who
owns, among other things,
propetties when the ques-
tionofland distribution had
not settled.

Most callers felt that
South Africam citizens
should be the only people
allowed to buy land., espe-
cially when a section of
them were denied this inthe
past.

The ANC °s expert on

the land issue, Ms Bongiwe
Njobe. told listeners that
some foreigners acquired
Tand unfairly in the past.
She said blacks were de-
nied the right fo buy prop-
erty and land in the past but
that this had changed
Njobe however warned
against foreigners bnying
land and property in South
Africa because they “will
be contributing towards in-
vestinent in the country.””
She said the ANC was

‘musin

GIALEH

busy discnssing the 1ssue.

Joe Mthimkulu from
Sebokeng said land should
not be sold to foreigners
because “itcovidbeusedto
meet the increasing chal-
lenges of providing houses
to the needy ™.

He said: “Popuiationex-
plosion demands that cer-
tain steps have (o be taken
to house the millions and
millions of people needing
accommodation”.

Fatima from Cape Town
said foreigners who owned
property and land in the
country should be refunded
the money they spent for
their purchases.

She added: “Considera-
tion should be given first to
people who seriously
needed houses™.

1 Qwn

Jimmy Petersen from
Eldorado Park said: “The
issue is very complex in
that the land rightfully be-
iong to blacks.

“Blacks in South Africa
suffer because they had
been prevented to buy or
acquire what is rightfully
theirs.”

Joe Pearce said he was
against land and property
being sold to foreigners.

He said: “There should
beamoratoriumon the land
owned by foreigners. “The
1and has to be bought back
from them and placed in a
trust.  “Once this has been
done local people can team
up and buy it.”

He saidforeigners
bought land for cheap and
sold it for huge profits.
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‘Drought is drlvmg
farmers to ruin: i

DROUGHT is driving
hundreds of South Af-
rican farmers to ruin,
but ecologists say they

should blame them- .

selves and not the
weather.

“This drought is the
worst ever in the Free
State,” said Mr Piet Gous,
president of the agricultural
union in the province, part
of South Africa’s main
maize growing area.

“On my 900 heclare
farm we will harvest less
than one ton of maize this
season.”’

Maize is South Africa’s
most valuable field crop
and in a nommal year the
harvest totals about nine
million tons with yields of
abont two tons a hectare.

Depariment of Agricul-
ture spokesman Mr Frans
L.oodsaid farmers wonldbe
lucky to achieve half that
figure this season and the
country would have to im-
port maize, one of its staple
foods.

Maize fields in the Free
State and western Trans-
vaal are shrivelling in mid-
summer temperatires that
have broken 30-year
records in some paris of the
country.

Some farmers, unable to
grow enough food for their

own families, are surviving
on handouts and some have
left their farms for jobs in
towns.

Laid-off black workers
are heading for the cities
with their families, swell-
ing shanty towns of jobless
and homeless people that
a.reah*eadyprimary sources
of crime and pulmcal un-
rest.

“Most farmers in the
Free State face financial
ruin  because of the
drought,”’ said Gous, a
member of the rightwing
opposition Conservative
Party.

*“They cannot afford to
plant a crop next season. If
they are driven from their
farms, South Africa will
permanently become a net
importer of food.*™

He cited South Africa’s
total farm debt of R18 bil-
tion.

Lood, however, said the
sitnation was not that bad
and the banks holding the
debt were unlikely to force
a mass exodus from farms.

“South Africa has a
healthy farnm trade balance
and ounr agricultural re-
sources are adequate until
the year 2020 ... This is not
the first dronght in South
Africa, and it won’t be the
last,” he said.

Indeed, drounghts and

prayers for rain are a fre-
quent phenomenon in

" Sonth Africa.

The weather bureau said
the presentlack of ainisno

worse than the last serious .
drought nine years ago or

two severe droughts in the

 1970s.

Ecologists said the prob-
lentis that farmers, encour-
aged by Government sub-
sidies, are using the wiong
lechniquesand growing the

wrong crops for South Af-

tican conditions.

“if you go for mono-
agricuiture, you go for big
disasters,”” said Mr Keith
Cooper, an ecologist with
the Scuthern Africa Wild-
life Socicty.

“Farmers with a mosaic
of different crops will suf-
fer less from natural disas-
tﬂl’s_"

Mangop

Minister of State A7
Cronje said the r
the hometa
{itical .

i

BGPH UTHATSWAN%’reSIdem staterr qu'
Lucas Mangope held talks this week
with leaders of the rightwing Afrikaner
Weerstandsbeweging during which seld
delermination featured promine-
spokesman for the homelar-"

- Cooper said farmers do
nothirg to protect their
lands once the harvest is in,
so when it does rain the
water washes off in floods
that carry away precious
top soil.

“Low rainfall is normal
here. The western Trans-
vaaligbetter suited to farm-
ing species that are adapted
to drought, like gemshok
and springbok.™

MrClem Sunter, asenior
executive with Anglo
American Corporation who
has studied economic and
environmenial scenarios
for South Africa’s future,
agreed.

“The western Transvaal

_does aot receive enough

rain for maize. We shouid
pul game farms there and
import maize from coun-
tries with the right condi-

tions for it, like Zimba-
bwe."’

Agricuitural economist
Mr Theo Kleynhans said
maize and wheat farmers
are in serious trouble be-
cause their cosls are nising
much faster than the prices
of their products.

“Climnatic conditions
haven't deteriorated, but
economic conditions
have,”” he said.

Government aid which
kept farmers afloat in the
past is declining.

“As while farmers leave
the land, it will be taken
over by black squatters,””
said Kleynhans.

“They have lower eco-
nomic expectations than
whites and can survive on
much fower incomes.”” -
Sapa-Reuter.

partme"

right+




-
s o L T

| Dwwedlai iinerm Cardy:”

£ T T Yot 4= 1 api—s " e mam

Mchue: BRIAN HENIDAER

Farmers ‘shocked into

tion’ after sixth death
@ ADRIAN HADLAND e,
State farmers have convened a congress

next week to discuss security after the murder of another
“farmer by armed intrudg)eisﬁoin the Theunissen %e-gion
yesterday morning. oV 1 2z

Thys Martins, 46, a farmer living ne!’j ll'he‘uc;[lssen in
the Free State, was shot dead after discovering suspected
burglars in his kitchen.

The slaying, the sixth violent death on a Free State
farm since December, had shocked the farming com-
munity into action, said Orange Free State Agricultural
Union representative Gerald Steyn.

The union has called & special congress for Tuesday.
The mair aim of the congress was to discuss, “at the
request of Free State farmers, the safety of farms and to
pass suitable resolutions in this respect”, a statement
said.

A man alleged to have been involved in the murder of
Martins shot himself in the head yesterday after being
pursued by police in the Theunissen district, Free State
police liaison officer Lt-Col Johann Fourfe gaid.

‘The suspect was in a critical condition in a Welkom
hospital yesterday.

The other two suspects were apprehended by police
yesterday afternoon.

Steyn said the easy availability of arms and growing
unemployment in the region had contributed to the esca-
lating violence and theft.

Farmers had been patrolling the more isolated farms
since last year, said Steyn, but the agricultural union felt
it necessary to raise farmers’ awareness of the isste and

ﬂlan specific proposals to counter the threat to farmers’
VES.

Police arrest five after
killing of two officers

Bioe |2 AL
MARITZBURG — Police have arres fifth suspect is under police guard in

five suspects in @ major breakthrough in
their investigation of the execution-type
killing of two teenage police constables
Iast month.

Police yesterday diselosed that round-
the-clock investigations by the Maritzburg
murder and robbery unit led to the arrest
of five suspecis wanfed in connection with
the brutal kiflings of Consts Jacques Wil-
ken and Wyebrand Smith, both aged 19.

The two constables, who had been in the
SAP for only two months, were stationed
at CR Swart Square police headquarters
in Durban.

Hospital

Their bodies were found back-to-back on
the Bulwer-Howick road, near the Mpo-
phomeni township, on Janwvary 11. They
had been shot at point-blank range. The
policemen’s wristwaiches, two bags and
shoes and socks were missing.

Maritzburg Murder and Robbery Unit
head Col Willie van den Berg said the first
arrest was made on Friday. On Sunday,
two more suspects were arrested and on
Monday night 2 suspect who fled to Kok-
stad was arrested.

hospital. He was shot and wounded during
a clash between two groups recently.
Police have taken possession of three

Van den Berg said more arrests were
expected. He said detectives led by Det-Sgt
Danie Reyneke were busy with investiga-
tions. The motive for the killings had not
been established.

The two policemen, who completed their
{raining in November, were on their way
to Newecastle to visit Constable Wilken's
parents. They were hitch-hiking. Const
Smith’s parents live in Vereeniging.

The killing of the two young policemen
shocked colleagues and the SAP immedi-
ately offering a R25 000 reward for infor-
mation leading fo thelr arrest and
conviction.

{0 Meanwhile in Vosloorus, on the East [

Rand, munpicipal policeman Const DB
Nkosi was shot dead on Monday night.

A police spokesman said three Vosloorus
municipal policemen were visiting a wom-
en’s hostel when four men entered the
receplion area.

One of the men fired several shots at the
policemen. Two managed o escape but
NEkosi was hit and died. — Sapa.
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OFS farmers vow

stem 26121 -

to fight

By Peter Davies

There is “an unde-fi ‘rested three suspects in

clared war situation”
in the Free State
farming community,
with farmers poised
to take the law into
their own hands after
Theunissen farmer
Thys Maartens be-
came the 15th victim
of 11 separate attacks
on farmers since De-
cember 1 Jast year.

Dr Pieter Gous, presi-
dent of the Free State
Agricultural Union, said
yesterday: “We must
look at the reasons for
thesé attacks. -

“They are nothing ‘to
do with ecdnomiecs or
survival, but*are groe-
some, brutal, planned
murders. Fhey are a
planned éffort to scare
farmers from their land.
And the political forces
are {rying to play down

mur

the sericusness of the sit-
uation.”
Police on Tuesday ar-
“.connection with the kill
ing of Mr Maartens —
wone of whom allegediy
shot himself in the head
as detectives closed in,
said a police spokesman.
The man, aged ahout
26, is in a ecritical condi-
tion in the Welkom Hos-
pital. He also had a bul-
let wound in the right
leg, allegedly inflicted
during the shootout with
Mr Maartens (48) and his
wife, Maria Jacoba {43),
on their farm Groothoek.
Mr Maartens was
Kkilled in the exchange.
* A second suspect, aged
23, was later arrested in
the Theunissen district,

- said Lieutenant-Colonel

Johan Fouche.

By evening, police had
picked up a third man or
his way to Buitfontein,

Dr Gous said: “We are
in ap undeclared war sit-
uation. These guys are

d@gs

trained killers and can
handle weapons better
than most.farmers.

“I caf’t stress it
enough that the farmers
are tired of being hunted
like wild animals. If the
law cap’t help it'll take
just one more rnurder
for this situation to ex-
plede.”

Koos Pienpaar, chair-
man of the Theunissen
farmers distriet union
and brother-in-law of Mr
Maartens said: “We are
more ready than ever
after this attack.

“We'll fight for our
lives, We are more de-
fermined to protect our-
selves and criminats
must take note of this.”

There will be a top-
level conference on farm
security in Bleemfontein
on February 25 attended
by Law and Order Minis-
ter Hernus Kriel, Agri-
culture Minister Kraai
van Niekerk and Deputy
Defence Minister Wyn-
and Breytenbach.
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Sad day
towns up in the

=
By Dirk Nel

Northern Transvaal Bureal

LOUIS TRICHARDT — Sev-
eral northern Transvaal
towns are threatened with
economic ruin because of
the devastating drought and
recession

wEhe profit margins of many
husipesses here have been de-
creasing in recent years, and
now farmers’ cash fiow prob-
lems, upemployment due io re-
trenchments and the closure of
some major industries have
lowered the buying power of the
general public”, Len Lemmer
chairman of the 1.ounis Trichardt
Sakekamer, said in an inter-
view.
_ Stringent water restrictions
are in force in the town, with
the nearby Albasini Dam only
eight percent full. Tt has heelt
confirmed that Tongaat, the
countrywide cotton PrOCEsSOrs,
is one of the jndustrial firms
which are closing their Louis
Prichardt branch.

old stock.  ° €

Meanwhile, The Siar found Uous influx
the situation of farmers il the gramts.
pansberg district was still gard couid
critical. Cattle farmers have re- fice °r_1mfm
duced their herds drastically. Regional De

Stae zo(2]9 -

“] get depressed when I re- ter in neighbouring Messina.
ceive half a dozen sequestration However, no wa
notices a week for publication", were in fore
said local newspaper editor town was well-served by a pipe-
Johan Du Plessis. The victims line from the
were mainly farmers and small  town clerk

husinessmen.

vise strategies to survive, Mr  to the set
Lemmer said.

Special comraercials ¢n radio workers emp
in Zirbabwe, sponsored by the Venetia Diamond Mine.
Sakekamer, had attracted many
trom across the border,
and this had kept businesses
afloat. He claimed the fown was
offering some of the best bar-  men told The Star.

ointed out that un-
n the area was

South Africa. Many

shops were cutting their prices Mr Genis D

employme
by as much as 50 percent 1o 51l i compli

due to a lack of grazing, while map Jack Klaf
game ranchers have had to re- 2 three-point pl
sort to providing feed for wild- the Soutpansberg
tife on their farms. 0T

The situation is not much bet- ® Rebuilding ©

€ Messina Ma
Necessity had forced the said husinesses
1ocal business fraterpity to de- were surviving w

pumber o

Messina seemed bleak, because
its 100-year i
would soon b

-gld copper mine
e closed, business-

an economicall

north

merce leaders.
Pietershurg,

s for struggling

major town, seem
. weather the crisis because of its
velgpment Chair-  strong infrastructure and estab-
f has put forward  lished public secto
an to transform municipal spokesman
district into  water restrictions wer
able entity:

INE

at Beit Bridge, to streamline
ter restrjctions trade with Africa.
e there because the @ Urgent attention to the de-
velopment of an international
Limpopo Valley, water scheme on the Limpopo
Johan Kok said. River. . .
yor John Genis @ The immediate upgrading of
.in the town the Ni route north of Pieters-
ell, mainly due  PUTE:
an increasing Unfortunately our appeais
¢ De Beers Company geem to be falling on deaf ears,
loyed at the new despite an undertaking from
prcilvate sector sourfcet;.s to proi
vide a percentage of the capita
In other respects the future of  ;oaded,” Mr Klaif complained.
Smaller towns such as All-
days and Dendron were ex-
periencing their wo
nomic slumps, W
{ersrus, a major
- centre, was partl
cated by a contid-  h
of illegal immi- hit, The Star %as
No statistics in this re-
be obtained from po-
gration SOUrCES.

rst ever eco-
e Potgie-
agricultural
cularly hard
told by com-

the region’s
ed set io

r activity, a
said. No
e being
considered at the town at pres-
f the border post  ent, he added.



Emergency water SJD

fhilgadady

PORT ELIZABETH. — Ap

gency water scheme which eomes: ™ Motherwell, just outside the

inte eperation here next month
will not necessarily benefit the
city’s domestic ang buik water
COnsunmers. .

The R3 million scheme — ip
which water pumped from the, .
Orange River to the Sundays Riv. ™
er will then be pumped to a tem-

er %eatment works at

city
— Coines on-line on March J.
But according to assistant city
engineer Mr Tom Proudlock, the
current restriction of 500 kilg-
Iitres a househald a day will re-
m_ai_;;.
Mr Proudlock said the only
thing which might change was

€me set to commence

the allocation of water from the
city’s main supply, the Panl
Saver Dam. At present about 40
percent of the dam's water goes
for irrigation purpeses-and 60
percent is alloeated tg city con-
semers,

The Orange River scheme has
caused eontroversy in the past. —
Ecna. )
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CAPE TOWN — The fand Bank{
is to “urgently investigate” whe-

ther auctions of its creditors’
farms can be halted with the aid
of government contributions.

Deputy Finance Minigter Japie van
Wyk said in a statement yesterday
that where auctions were scheduled
Or being arranged, the bapk would
see whether it would be possible for
clients to be “further accommodai-
ed”. This was so the bank “wonid not
be compelled to proceed with its re-
Covery procedures during this time of
crisis”.

Van Wyk said the bapk applied jts
financing policy as leniently as possi-
ble because of the serious drought.

Climatic conditions could lead to
financial embarragsment for far-
mers and they deserved “sympathet-
Ic treatment” to enable them to re-
cover, ke said,

Various internaj measures had al-
ready been institnted tg assist clients,
such as the granting of liberal extoy.
sions for the meseting of commit-
inents, the consolidation of arrear ip-
terest, the suspension of capital
redemption and the extension of the

The bank also consenteq to clients

" taking up temporary employment, or

the leasing of ali or part of the bank’s
Security, in order tg enable them to
Supplemient their ecagh flow,

Unfortunately, Van Wyk said, it
was inevitable in some circum-
stances that a elient’s debt-loan
woild be of such an order that even
with the bank’s internal measiires
“he cannot:be rehabilitateg”,

But, hefv"stressed;*:the-bank acted
against a ¢lient only after “aj] possi-
ble alternatives for administering his
financial positions has been thor-

Folitical Staff

1]

oughly investigated and it s clear |

that there is no further bope of finan-
cial recovery”.

Van Wyk said the bank wonld “in
these present critical times” give its

Co-operation to assist elients
where possible, .

“Any coordinated actions, with the
object of keeping the farmers on their
properties, is strongly supported by
the bank, and the Land Bank wishes
to give the assurance that in no way
will it haphazardly aet against its
clients by taking drastic Ieasures.”

Sapa reports the SA Agricultural
Union’s emergency and disasfer aid
committee will meet next week to
discuss measures to assist farmers
worst affected by the drooght,

Spokesman Steve Shone said while
rain and cooler weather had brought
considerable relief to farmers in
Natal, the heat stress bad reduced
yields by up to 100% in some cases,

Farmers with late crops, he said,
would benefit from the recent rains.

Shone said althongh grazing and
stock watering conditions in east Gri-
qualand and southern Natal were sat-
isfactory, conditions in far northern
Natal varied from extremely poor to
critical,

The Red Meat Produpers’ Organi-
sation (RPQ) yesterday expressed
concern at the expected failure of the
maize ¢rop and the fact that millions
of tons of yellow maize would have to
be imported at a high -cost,

RPO chairman Gerhard Bron said

in Pretoria that the inérease in trans-
portation costs for yelfow maijze, and
the resultant simifar trends in pro-
duction costs, wonld have adverse ef-
fects on the slaughter stock ang
weaner industries,




THERE is “an undeclared
war sitnation’” among Free
State farmers who are
poised 1o take the law into

their own hands after - -

Theunissen farmer Mr
Thys Maartens became the
15th victim of 11 separate
attacks on farmers since
Decermnber 1 last year.

Dr Pieter Gous, presi-
dent of the Free State Agri-

culturat Union, said yester-

day: “We must loo¥at Lhc
reasons for these'iﬁacks

[N U S 3_

ners, read

Theyamuothmg Lodow;th
economics or survival, but
:are gruesome, brutal,
. planned murders.

“They are a planned ef-
fort to scare farmers from
their land. 1t's a classic ex-
ample of the PAC's ‘one
seitler one bullet’. The po-
litical forces are trying to
play down the seriousness

- of the situation.”

+ Headded: “Weareinan
undaclared war situation. ”
Tb&ceguys are trained k111—

- .

P

farmers. )

“The farmer is expected
tobehaveinacivilised way,
but the rules of the game
will have tochange orwe'll
soon see people hanging
from trees.

“I can’t stress it enough.

"The farmers are tired of

being hunted like wild ani-
mals. If the law can’t help,
;Lii-lake;nstone MOTSmyr-
der for this situation Bex-

e B

yio

ersand can handle weapons
better than most of our

plode like a thumdeT

Mr Koos Pienaar, chair-
man of the Theunissen
farmers® district union'3nd
brother-in-law of” Mdar-
tens, said: ,

“What can we do? We
are more ready than ever
after this latest attack. It
could lead 1o something the
opposite of what they are
trying to do at Codesa.
We'll fight for our Lives.
We mv‘mbfedaﬁnmned to
protect ourselyes.”



Hundreds of fa

By Helen G
Pﬁet:ﬁ;nBuiaeﬁe(g)G&f

More than 350 farmers have ap-
plied for long-term financial as-
sistance to the Department of
Agriculture since the beginning
of the year — and up to 1600
farmers are on the Govern-
ment’s disaster aid scheme.
Diselosing the statistics yes-
terday, a Department of Agri-
culture spokesman added there

rgr%(grszgzsil%for financial help

were more applications for aid
in the pipeline in the wake of
the devastating drought which
has destroyed any hope of this
year's maize crop meeting lacal
needs.

Relief measures for farmers,
including the possibility of bank
policy towards farmers being
changed to alleviate their
plight, are to be discussed by
the SA Agricultural Union and
Agriculture Minister Kraai van

Niekerk at a meeting in Pre-
toria on Monday.

Meanwhile, the Land Bank
has attempted to halt farm auc-
tions pending developments in
government circles concerning
aid measures.

The Agriculture Department
spokesman said 317 applications
had been received since Jan-
uary 1 for long-term assistance
to consolidate debt,

=




THE introduction of a food intervention scheme
during this year’s Budget was one of the Cabinet
decisions resuiting from a poverty study andertak-
en by a working group of the Department of Fi-
nance, the Minister of Finance, Mr Bavend du
Plessis, said.

In reply to a question by Mr Jasper Walsh (DP
Pinelands), he said the working group headed by
the Deputy Director-General (Financial Planning)
had not tabled a report, but had submitted memo-
randa to the Cabinet on its findings.

Decisions taken on the basis of these memoran-
da would be reflected in the Budget, Mr Du Plessis
said. — Sapa.

Food scheme to follow poverty investigation® |
ety m‘g.‘%

Farmers deeply in deb

AT the beginning of last year farmers had owed
the Land Bank R83-miltion in instalments which
had been overdue for more than 12 months, the Au-
ditor General said in his report on General Affairs
accounts tabled this week.

This included 1467 cases involving R10000 and
more.

Total overdue instalments on December 31, 1980
was R250,9-million.

The Bank held 124 properties it had bought out
and more than haif had been held by the Bank for
more than a year. — Sapa
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Swanieville resi-
dents near Krugers-
dorp say they are
not squatters, and
are going to court to
prove it. PETER
WELLMAN reports.

UNGULUZA versus

Molina at Sun City,
Swanieville versus Swan-
ie at Krugersdorp. One
for a title to take home,
one for a place to call
home.

The ring for the Swan-
ieville fight will be a
courtroom where resi-
dents are trying to stop
farmer Sarel Swanepoel
evicting them from his
376ha farm.

The Swanieville shack
dwellers decided yester-
day to go for a court in-
terdict against him after
a dignified meeting in a
cement-floored commu-
nity hall they built them-
selves, among the tidy
shanties, to hold about
100 people.

Fifty were there in-
cluding a noisy delegate
who ruined the dignity
several times, shouiing
“Vival?” and demanding
that everybody present,
not just the convener,
should get a chance to
talk.

He was ignored, then
allowed to have his say.
Comrade Viva began de-
ferentially, taking off his
hat and holding ii to his
groin. But since it ap-
peared he’d had had a
few beers first, and was
rather fidgety, this prob-
ably gave rise to certain

1
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ght will go to

{4

"

i e

‘Waiting for Swanepoel . . .

gets any more rent.

groundless suspicions.

Cornrade Viva became
more insistent, and
louder, as he spoke, shui-
fling sideways into the
centre of the hall with
rising confidence.

There were a few
laughs, and ke was to-
lerantly told by the con-
vener “OK, sharp, com!”
before others, less toler-
ant, told him to shut up

and sit down. .

Did residents have re-
ceipts to prove Mr Swan-
epoel had  received
money from them, asked
the convener. Yes, bun-
dles of them, and they
were sorted and counted
on the spot.

The decision taken, the
meeting turned to the ar-
rest of 15 residents over-

- night on Monday.

Eleven were later re
leased, and SAP liaison
officer Captain Henrietta
Rester said four faced al-
legations of kidnapping
and assaulting three of
Mr Swanepoel's workers
handing out eviction no-
tices in Swanieville on
January 3L

Then several ANC offi-
cials arrived to tell jour-
nalists that a claim by

Swanieville residents say he must deliver an his promises before he

Picture: Joao Silva.

Wr Swanepoel, that ANC
members were selling
his land for R200 each to
new arrivals, was not
true. ‘

Mr Swanepoel had a
copy of a handwritten
offer, but there was noth-
ing to link it to the ANC,

Advocate Matshole
Motshekga, a local gov-
ernment expert, said the
original offer was Mr

court

Swanepoel’s and it had
not yet been rescinded.
He was probably correct
technically, aithough Mr
Swanepoel has called on
the AWB to destroy the
“squatter shacks of the
26000 to 28000 people
who have assaulted me,
and barred me from iy
own land”.

Mr Motshekga also
said any Swanieville res-
ident might have put up
the handwritten notice
“to tell others about it”.

People going there are
desperate. Next door is a
sewage plant flanked by
a company advertising
instant lawn. If they use
what comes naturally
the claim is probably
true.

Round one was when
residents boycotted rent
payments of up to R50 a
month to Mr Swanepoel
last year, demanding he
tulfil promises of proper
homes, enough water,
and other amenities.

Round Two was the
AWB threat — the Gov-
ernment has warned
them to stay out of the
fight.

Round Three was the
arrests.

Round Four — Mr
Swanepoel says residents
have also threatened to
burn down his indulgent-
ly luxuricus home where
kis wife, Joey, wears a
ring with a diamond so
big that I'd hate to have
to swallow it to get
through customs.

Round Five will be the
interdict application.
This fight will go the dis-
tance. O
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THE DROUGHT

FEATURE

No douds and no silver lining

Just how bad is the drought? A simple test is
that it has passed the point where it will be
felt by only the 7 000 farmers in the summer
rainfall areas, who rely on maize for most of
their income, and farmers in the eastern
Cape and parts of the Karoo.

Steve Shone, director of the Natal Agri-
cultural Union, says parts of the Midlands
and southern Natal have had sufficient rain
to ensure good grazing and maize crops.
“But everything has stopped growing every-
where else. Stock farmers are having to get
rid of their breeding stock, which is creating
surpluses and depressing prices. That will
lead to fipancial problems later.”

Jan Human, deputy GM of the Transvaal
Agricultural Union, says: “It's bad right
across the Transvaal. Two weeks ago, Bronk-
horstspruit and Delmas {one of the most
fertile areas in the Transvaal) looked reason-
able, but no rain has fallen since then and
we're talking of a 20%-30% crop there now.”

SA has been ravaged by many crop disas-
ters over the decades. But this time, with the
country in the midst of a political transition,
the implications are social as well as econom-
ic. And little rain is expected until the next
rainy season begins in October.

Food prices will continue to rise sharply.
While there won't be a shortage of maize,
imports will mean an erosion of foreign ex-
change reserves. Milk will cost more because
it will cost more to preduce. So will potatoes
— and only those grown under irrigation will
come to market. The 17000 ha dry-iand
crop in the Orange Free State and eastern
Transvaal highveld “appears to be a total
disaster,” according to the Potato Boeard’s
Gerrie de Jager.

Inflation will remain high and so will in-
terest rates as the banks find resources
stretched to assist their agricultural custom-
ers. All of this is apart from the burden the
State will pile an the taxpayers by way of
new relief schemes,

The SA Agricultural Union estimates that
I,1m blacks are employed on farms. On
average, every worker supports another five
people. And when farmers and farm workers
are hurting, the villages and towns that rely
on the farms for their existence also suffer.

In the eastern Cape, some farm workers
are zlready receiving humanitarian aid. “It
isp’t just food; they need clothes and medical
care t00,” says Rory O’'Moore, GM of the
Eastern Cape Agricultural Union. He says
many farmers have exhausted their re-
sources and can no longer pay their workers,
but are allowing them to stay on their farms
until they get other work. But there is no
other work and, without aid, they would
starve.

Poor whites are appearing in bigger num-
bers. Some once-wealthy farmers in the
western Transvaal are living off mealie meal
donated by church groups. Many, unable to
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produce a crop this year, face sequestration
and the loss of their farms.

Already deeply in debt, they will not be
able to repay the credit they raised last year
to plant the crop that failed this year.

Lullu de Jager, GM of the Free State
Agricultural Union, doubts the maize far-
mers in the Free State north of Bloemfontein
will produce a total of 100 bags (10 t).

He estimates that a third of the Free
State’s farmers “have big financial problems
but can pull through if they get help; another
15% to 20% are heading in that direction,
but it’s curtains for 10%.”

The future of those forced to leave their
land will be bleak. They lack the skills need-
ed in an urban environment — and there is
1o longer a labour-hungry gold mining in-
dustry to cushion unemployment. The few
choices left include sharecropping on absen-
tee landlords’ farms or as foremen for far-
mers who weather the drought.

De Jager does not know what wili happen
to their farms. Many are probably bonded to
the Land Bank, which repossessed 326 farms
last year and resold only 70.

It is possible that biack organisations
could demand that vacated or abandoned
farms be given to black farmers, which

Ay B
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Valley of desolatio . it will tak

years to recover

would be politically explosive. But how long
before that land could be returned to com-
mercial use is problematic,

Farmers’ collective debt exceeds R17bn.
They owed commercial banks more than
R5,2bn at the end of last year. Some of the
burden falls on smailer institutions, such as
Boland Bank, but an estimated 40% was
owed to the Absa group, 28%-30% to Stan-
dard and 25%-30% to First National Bank.
The farmers also owed R3,5bn to the Land
and Agriculturaf Bank at the end of last year
and R3,7bn to agriculturai co-operative soci-
eties at the end of 1990 (see table on page
67).

O'Moore explains that the extended agri-
cultural credit committees that are being set
up in drought-stricken areas to save farmers
from immediate sequestration will consider
only farmers that have the potential to recover.

@C:-evu ;T::,HL

They will not recommend that more credit be
granted to farmers they believe are either too
deeply in debt to be saved or to those whose
production records in even the good seasons
prove they are incompetent.

The help will be expensive. Farmers will
need seed, fuel, fertliser and pesticides if
they are to start producing again. They wili
also need labour.

That is why it is important that State
money must be given up front — and the
criteria for its granting must be made public.

No covert aid must be given, nor clandes-
tine deals struck. After all, any State assist-
ance will be with taxpayers’ money. Any that
the commercial banks give will be sharehold-
ers’ funds, which means that, considering
their existing exposure, they will have to be
extremely cautions about any additional aid
that they grant to farmers.

Rudi Wiisnach, Standard Bank’s senior
manager, agriculture, says “droughts and
cyclical tendencies of prices are the norm for
agriculture and should not be considered the
exception.” The bank has advised branches
in drought-stricken areas “to be sympathetic
to their (farmers’) problems, provided they
are solvent, have the ability to service their
debt within a reasonable period and they
have long-term viability — given conserva-
tive but realistic prices for their products.”

Some estimates put the total cost of the
drought at about R3bn. Koos du Toit, the
SA Agricultural Union’s chief economist,
regards the figure as unrealistic — it ac-
counts for only the obvious losses.

“If maize farmers are lucky,” he says,
“they will harvest 3,5 Mt this year. They
harvested 7,2 Mt last season, which was not
a good one. We need 6,5 Mt. We will have to
import 3 Mt this year. That means a R1,5bn
loss in potential income to our farmers.

*The 3 Mt we will have to import will land
at more than the Maize Board's price to
millers and most will have to be transported
inland, which will add to the costs. Add
losses in grain sorghum, ground nuts, dry
beans and fibre and you have your R3bn.”

Along with other economists, Du Toit pre-
dicted 2% growth in the economy this year.
If SA had enjoyed a normal year, agriculture
would have contributed half of that.

Now the vast infrastructure established to
service and distribute agricultural products
will be underused. Like an idle factory, it is
not earning anything and costs money to
maintain. Industries such as the agricultural
implement and tractor sectors that rely on
farmers will go through a torrid time.

Du Toit estimates that it will take a
decade or more of rezsonably good seasons
for farmers to recover financially and rebuild
their herds and flocks to where they were just
two or three weeks ago. It was believed then
that the livestock had almost recovered fram
the 1983 drought. David Pincus



FARM DEBT F ™ 24[2{i%
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As the drought devastates farming produc-
tion, a time bomb in bad debt is building up
for banks with big exposures to the agricul-
tural sector. Says First National Bank’s Viv
Bartlett: “Banks reporting later in the year
may have to make significant provisions for
agricuitural debt.”

Volkskas's Chris Mostert says the bank
will make an initial assessment of the dam-
age after the SA Agricuitural Union releases
the results of a survey next week. But the full
—
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extent of the maize losses in the summer
rainfail areas won't be known until August,
says Frans Venter of First Nationals agri-
cultural division — “when the ¢rop is har-
\égs)ted, or not, as the case may be” (see page

Meanwhile, banks are anticipating the
problem and attempting to limit the ultimate
d_amz_ige to their balance sheets. The situva-
tion is not rew and banks have traditionally
allowed potentiaily viable farmers time to
recover when they are hit by recurring
droughts. But, last year, when the accumu-
lated impact of more than a decade of bad
crops hit Petrusburg, 80 km west of Bloem-
_fontein, creditor banks “became pro-active
in assisting ailing farms,” Venter says.

They gained representation on local agri-
cultural credit committees, launched by the
Department of Agricultural Development
and chaired by local magistrates. Also repre-
sented were other creditors, including local
co-operatives, the Land Bank and the Depart-
ment of Agriculturai Development.

“In many instances,” Venter says, “we
couid set up a rescue package, lending them
more money for the next season.” This ap-
plied to farmers ranked as category ons or
two: those who were solvent and potentially
viable given a reasonable season. Farmers
with more dubions prospects were ranked in
category three. “In this case we liaised with
the Directorate of Financial Assistance in
the t])e:;:vartrm:;:n. of Agricultural Develop-
ment.”
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FARMING DEBT SHOCK

How the lood is spread

Other
{inancial Other
institutions debt Totol
466.9 06,3 30426
550, 1 21,0 35257 |
7449 1410 4 552,7
7340 1740 5537.9
8400 180,0 6 694.3
964,3 198,0 86826 I
992 .2 226.0 10 386.4 !
1259,4 245,3 12 146.2
1 450,0 256.8 12 770.3
15000 276,3 13 357.1
15600,0 2947 14 528.8
1 3000 313,0 15 655.4
8200 336.6

*Estimated ABSA + 20%. Standard * 30%. FNB £ 30%.

i tand and Depariment of
i Agricoltoral Commercial Agricaliural Agriculiure and Private
Yeor to end Bank banks co~operatives Water Supply persons
June Rm
30.06.79 550,0 600.0 654,3 157.6 450.4
30.06.80 633.3 6501 865.9 173.0 631.3
30.06.81 7341 10110 1128.7 201.1 £90.9
30.06.82 9255 14750 1367.8 227.8 634,0
30.06.83 1043.8 19389 1 780.2 271.6 640,0
30,08.84 1 645,7 25532 2233.7 3917 695,80
30.06.85 213563 3008.1 27540 521.8 747.0
: 30.06.80 25325 35499 3080.7 641.8 836.6
30.06.87 27434 34334 32241 729.8 9328
30.06.88 28487 3506.1 34147 869,6 a44,7
1 30.06.88 3029.8 41424 350628 957.5 10075
§ 30.08.90 33096 4 857.6 37803 10087 14076,2
l 30.06.91 356079 5 277,3* 1 086.9 1158.6
|

Saurce: Directorate Agricultural Economic Trends.

Says the directorate’s Dirk Henrico: “In
such cases we try to negotiate a package that
suits all creditors and to keep the farmer in
praduction.”

Venter says the scheme achieved “a nota-
ble success in Petrusburg,” carrying farmers
throngh uatil the situation was retrieved by
September rains and a satisfactory crop. He
believes that the scheme can now be imple-
mented on a larger scale should the drought
prove as damaging as expected — though
altimately, success will depend on an early
return of rain. “We will encourage branches
to start liaising earlier than the rencwal date

on credit limits and expect things to get
under way in about April.”

The problem for banks, Venter says, is the
overhang of farm debt from previous
droughts. “We have not had a really good
season since 1981. Since 1983-84, when
banks were asked to hold back on sequestra-
tions, farmers have been accumulating debt.
MNow there will be further debts and at some
point there will be 2 Doppler effect as each
wave of debt begins to have an impact on the
next.”

Those farmers who do manage to produce

crops will benefit from higher prices, which
will help their cash-flow situation,

Venter says the nature of farm debt is
different now from what it was in the early
Eighties, when farmers put huge sams into
capital equipment in order to exploit high
grain prices. Since then, many farmers have
diversified into livestock. This will provide a
short-term cash flow when they slaughter
stock as grazing craops rua out.

Though farming is still capital intensive,
farmers have exercised more caution in their
decisions on capital outlays. |

—




¢ By EVE VOSLOO
| FARMERS are threaten-
ing to organise a Hation-
wide protest campaign
which may include driving
livestock into towns and
cities to block roads. ..
The farmers arei de-
manding that their rapidly
increasing R1,7-billion
debt and interest payments
ofup to 24 percent be fro-'
-zen for two years. :
eetings were being or-
ganised aronnd the comtry
to‘mobilise farmers, said |
Mr Leonard Venter, chair-
man of Farmers’ Crisis
Action and vi irmg
of the Potgietersrus Dis-
frict Agricultural Union.
zHe said if farmers’
démands were not imet
they would consider with-
holding produce, driving
their livestock into cities or
blockading roads.

*  Hungry

The threat was msugd
after a meeting in Graaff-
Reinet this week at which
farmers heard that:

‘@South Africa would
have to import nearly five
million tons of maize this
year. Ahout seven million |
tons of maize is consumed
in' SA annually and this
year’s crop may amognt to
less than twe- million‘tons.
If five million tons is not
available for import! peo-
ple will go hungry.

® Eight hundred far-
mers were being foreed off
their land every month by
liquidations or sequestra-
tions.
@ High interest rates
wete crippling farmers
and putiing them into debt
which . they cout
hape to; ;
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Zambla offering SA
rlch rewards for aid

By Derek Tommey 2‘1" 4C] l year Howé ,IEET Mr Sata also paid

SA stands to gain huge bene-

fits from helping Zambia

overcome its prohlems.

The message was driven home
by Michael Sata, the Zambian
Minister of Local Government
and Housing, in a weekend inter-
view.

He said Zambiz wanted to
build a million houses a year and
planned to denationalise every-
thing the Kuanda Government
had nationalised — which
amounted to 80 percent of the
economy.

When Mr Sata arrived.in Jo-
bannesburg last Monday hardly

anybodyh.adheardofhlm.But-

after a series of whirlwind visits: -
to businessmen he had become
the talk of the town. o

Mr Sata signed two “memb-
randa of understanding” while
here.

One was with Murray & Ro-
berts, which was atiracted by the
plan to build a million houses a

avisitto L

The second memorandum was
with Investec Bank. It provides
for the investigation by Investec
of restructuring existing govern-
ment debt, the provision of fi-
nance for infrastructual develop-
ment and the privatisation of
government-owned enterprises.

What is Likely to be of great
interest to South Africa will be
the fate of Zamhia Consolidated
Copper Mines (ZCCM).

Reports from Zambia say it
Islikelytobesphtmto its pre-
vious constituents — Nchanga
Consolidated Copper Mines and
Roan Consolidated Copper Mines
— before being privatised.”

The new Zambian government,
whlch assumed power only last

November, is under pressure to
wtart dehvermg a better standard

2 of living for its seven million peo-

ple.

Unless it does so quickly it runs
the risk of being dumped ftself

One of its top priorities must
be to restore a greater degree

of efﬁmmcy to the mites. So it
seems that privatisation is mot
far away.

.Since {he beginning of Novem-
ber representatives of several
major SA and foreign mining
houses have been locking at the

At the moment the hot fa-
vourites to take them over are
Geneor and Anglo American. .

Gencor was invited by former
President Kenneth Kaunda last
August to make a study of the
mines. Anglo, through Zambia
Copper Investments (ZCT), has a
27 percent stake in ZCCM.

However, neither of these, nor
any other company, is llkel 1o
rush in blindly. L

Any unprovem-t in the eﬁ .

ciency of the mines will require
heavy capital investment, not just
in the mines, but in Zambia’s in-
frastructure. Moreover, the
groups will want some guarantee
that they will get back this
money.

Some of the problems facing
the mines were highlighted in the
last Z(CT annuat report

Production was hit by a short-

age of trucks and mining and mo-
bile equipment spares caused by
a shortage of foreign exchange.

A shortage of locomotives and
other problems on the rail net-
work affected movements of cop-
per and inter-mine metallurgical
materials.

On top of making good these
deficiencies, any new owner
would have to tackle the unions
which, with government help,
have secured a privileged posi-
ticn for their members.

Some guarantee would prob-
ably be needed against a change
of government in Zambia not
leading to re-nationalisation.

The bad decline in efficiency
at the Zambian mines after the
state take-over is probably one
of the reasons why foreign in-
vestors are concerned at the pros-
pect of any similar nationalisa-
tion moves in SA.

With better times on the cop-
per belt possibly just around the
corner, Zambian ZCI shares have
risen from 64c to 110c.

They are, however, a long way
below their 1989 peak of 230c.

Sanlam urges_

Saniam has called for a special
assistance plan to counter the di-
sastrous effects of the drought.

Without a thorpugh long-term
plan, says Saniam chief econo-
mist Johan Louw, the serious con-
sequences of the drought will also
impact on food supplies, employ-
ment and on the balance of pay-
ments.

Sanlam has aiready announced
its own measures to assist farm-

€rs.

These include drastic cuts in
the assurance premniums paid by
farmers for the duration of the
drought — while levels of eover
rernain the same.

In his economic survey for
February, Mr Louw also deals

e 22l
He concludes that mester
Barend du Plessis will have little
opporumlty 1o decrease taxes,
Sanlam estimates that Govern-
ment income from taxes will rise
by about 13,5 percent in the
1992/93 financial vear, while the
Minister will budget for increased
expendlture of roughly 125 per-

Tlns is lower than the expect-
ed inflation rate because of at-
tempts to control

The net resuit will be a fairly
Ilglsrg;b?ﬁldget d:ggxt of around

on, or ut percent
of GDP. *

If Mr du Plessis does intend
to lower some taxzes, Sanlam
says, it simply means he will

ald for farmers

clude:
@ A drop in the top marginal per-
sonal tax rate from 43 to 42 per-
cent. Rates at lower income
levels may aiso be decreased —
but not enough to counter fully
the effects of inflation (bracket-
creep).
@ An inerease in the fuel-price
levy, meaning more expensive
trol

@ No increase in the VAT level
® Increased excise duties.

@ Although the Government
wishes to scrap the import sur-
charge, Sanlam doubts that the
Minister can afford it

@ No change in company tax, but
an extension of investment allow-
ances.

Mixed results

from Picardi

Finance Staff

The Picardi group produced
mixed results in the six months
to December, with Pichold push-
ing up earnings a share 50 per-
cent to 120c, while Picapli's earn-
ings were barely changed at 27 5¢
{27 1c) a share.

Pichel, which has cash re-
sources of R75 million and holds
69 percent of Pichold, lifted share
earnings to 122¢ from 85c¢.

Chairman Jan Pickard, sen,
says improved efficiency and
lower interests costs offset Pj-
capli's 13 percent drop in turn-
over due to product rationalisa-
tion and lower consumer spend-

ot

with the Minister of Finance’s an-  have {0 raise other taxes. Sanlam expects the Budget to ing. But higher tax resulted in
nual budget Mr Louw's expectations in- be mildly stimulatory. — Sapa. barely maintained earnings.
- T T E
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Business Staff

SANLAM has called for a
special assistance plan to
counter the disastrous ef-
fects of the drought raging
through many parts of the
country.

Without a thorough long-
term plan, says Sanlam chief
economist Johan Louw, the
serious consequences of the
drought will also impact on
food suplies, employment and
on South Africa’s balance of
payments.

Sanlam has already an-
nounced its own measures to
assist farmers. These include
drastic cuts in the assurance
premiums paid by farmers
for the duration of the
drought — while levels of
| cover remain the same.

In his economic survey for
February, Mr Louw also

deals with the Minister of Fi-
nance’s anpual Budget. He
concludes that Mr Barend du

Plessis will have litile oppor- -

tunuity te decrease taxes.

Sanlam estimates that gov-
ernment income from taxes
will rise by about 13,5 per-
cent in the 1992/93 financial
year, while the minister will
budget for increased expendi-
ture of roughly 12,5 percent.
This is lower than the expect-
ed inflation rate, due to at-
tempts to conirol expenses.

The net result will be a
fairly large budget deficit of
around R15 600 million, or
about 4.5 percent of gross do-
mestic product.

If Mr Du Plessis daes in-
tend io lower some taxes,
Sanlam says, it simply means
he will have to raise other
taxes. Mr Louw’s expecta-
tions include:

L g 2jaz ()

Help the farmers, Sanlam urges

B A drop in the fop mar-
ginal personal tax rate from
43 percent to 42 percent.
Rates at lower income levels
may alse be decreased — but
not enough to counter fully
the effects of inflation (brack-
et-creep).

M An increase in the fuel-
price levy, meaning more ex-
pensive petrol.

W No increase in the VAT
level.

8 Increased excise duties.

m Although the government
wishes to scrap the import
surcharge, Sanlam doubts
that the minister could afford
it

=W No change in company
tax, but an extension of in-
vestment allowances

Sanlam expects the Budget
to have only a mildly stimu-
lating effect on the economy.

As a result, monetary au-
thorities will be able to relax

slightly its present strict poli-
cies. A prime overdraft rate
of 17,5 percent is foreseen for
the end of 1952.

Economic growth is still
performing poorly, and San-
lam believes the drought will
retard a recovery.

A real growth rate of
around 1 percent is foreseen
for 1992, as against a real de-
crease of 06 percent in the
1991 gross domestic product.

Inflation may come under
upward pressure from the ex-
pected increase in the fuet
price. The drought may also
increase food prices.

However, the inflation rate
is still expected to decline
gradually in the second half
of the year.

At this stage, an average
inflation rate of roughly 145
percent is foreseen for the
year, compared with last
year's 15,3 percent.
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-vvaiting 1or death ...

‘or heavens to open

A dried hough, which became
entangled in overhead elec-
tric wires a2 year ago while
driftingin floods, today hangs
like a sentry over a dried
river bed thatis the Limpopo.

Beneath it, where fish and
crocodiles once frolicked and bred
and swam infinitely, the caked
ground lies cracked in a patiern
that signifies the lean years that
1962 is a part of.

The hanging bough is a relic of
the years of plenty when the
Limpopo river flooded and broke
its steep banks, leaving tales of
destruction and hanging debris in
its wake.

That was then. Today, the
Limpopo River fish at the
Pontdrift border crossing are long
dead. They were the first victims
of the ongoing drought that is turn-
ing South Africa’s rural areas into
barren fields that may soon be
scaitered with carcasses of dead
animals and later even (Heaven
forbid) of people.

Two hours before we got to
Pontdrift and the dead and dried

- Limpopo, we spoke to 72-year-old

Mr Wilson Mathabekge at the
* Krielgand farm, 40km Southeast

¢ of Alldays.

An overseer ai the cattle ranch,
Mathabekge earns R120 a month

" supplemented with a bag of

mealiemeal.

The cattle he looks after are stiil
far from being affected by the
drought, but Mathabekge is a wor-
ried man.

“Hitdocs not rain until August,
it will be big troublc here. *The
white man may iake his cattle
away lo other, beller arcas and it
will be the end lor us. | have heen
working for 10 years here and 1
have neverseen anything like this.

“We pray for min every day
and, when I walk alone inthe lield,
I gaze info the skies to see if the

©
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By MATHATHATSEDU |

few paiches of clouds are coming
together and may form rain,”’
Mathabekge said.

Holding a sack of the Iast seeds
he had kept over hoping it might
rain, Mathabekge said he had al-
ready started eating the seeds,

“Idonot know what todoor what
I wilt do when this supply nms
out,”” the father of 10 said.

He said despite claims by the
Drought Crisis Committee that
farmers and their labourers as weil
as dependants were being given
free food, none had been supplied
atthe farm. Nor had he heard of any
such food deliveries al the neigh-
bouring farm.

The food distribution, men-
tioned by DCC chairman Mr Wilie
Lewies in an interview with
Sowetan. could not be confirmed
anywhere we went throughout the
Far Notthern Transvaal, which is
one of the arcas hardest hit by the
drought.

A common theme among farm
workers is their abysmal pay. From
Vivoto Alldays, and from Pontdrift
through Messina 1o farms just
40km north of Pietershurg, the pay
was the same - R110 10 R120 a
month plus a bag of mealiemeal.

Even in the best of timnes, when
there is no drought or recession,
these people literally scrape
through on an existence that can
only be believed when seen.

Family menwithuptoeight chil-
dren and over 24 years of service to
one [armer earn R110 a month. For
the workers, the greatest fear right

now is that, with no other home
that they know of, if farmers sell
off their stock and leave for the
bright lights of the city seeking
work, they will remain on the
farms and starve.

Mr Lekwapa Piet Mokwena, of
the farin Ruigedrazi outside
Pietersburg, has been working on
the farm since ke was bomn. He
does not know his age, but is em-
phatic that he has been working
there for 65 years.

“If by winter there is no rain,
the cattle here will have to be
taken somewhere and then I donot
know what will happen tous. At a
farm nearby, new cattle were
brought in last week from, I think,
Alldays.

“The new cattle are still safe
here but what has happened 1o the
people whoused tolook after them
whete they were? This thing trou-
bles ine a lot because I can see that
it can happen here soon.

“You cannol put your trust in
these farmers because, when they
see that the farm is going down,
they packup andleave. When you
are like me, old and knowing ro
other jobexcept looking after cat-
tle, where do you go?* Mokwena
said.

Mrs Linah Ramoba says she has
not contemplated the possibility
that the farmer might feave.

“What can we do? We cannot
even goto the black areas because
you need money to build kouscs
there. With what the men are paid
here, you must just forget about
that.

“If it happens, I do not know
what will happen to us. God will
see,”” she said.

Sixteen-year-oid Joey
Ramohlale looks after goats and
earns R50 a month, He never went
to school and, untike the elders,
receives no perks. His fate is
signed and sealed, linked to the

fortunes of the farm.

He says the R50 is too little. Al
he wants is to buy a tape recorder,
but worries that he may not be able
to maintain it with batteries should
he ever save enough to buy it.

The effects of the drought in
white farming areas are not yet
acute, as the cattle still have water
from boreholes and fodder is
brought in through help from agri-
cultural co-operatives.

With the white farmers facing
financial hurdies on all fronts
many institutions, including the
Government, are giving them sup-
port to stave off permanent ruin.

But there is no assistance forthe
black peasant farmers who pro-
duce the bulk of the food in the
bantustans.

With no extra-natural facilities
such as horeholes, their crops are
purely in nature's hands. If it does
not rain, their crops and cattle die.
It has not rained and the rivers are
dry.

The mealies that were planted
have shrivelled under the intense
heat of the bushveld. People are
facing death as available water is
rationed for human use only.

Catle, on which you can do a
skeletal bone count with no prob-
lem at all, stand under the wither-
ing trees in the summer heal, per-
haps also wondering when it will
rain.

For these animals, there is no
borehole water or imported feed.

And as the urban dwellers grap-
ple with a future of projected
higher food prices, out on the
farms and in the rural areas, the
disaster is not in the future but in
the present.

Unless the heavens open up,
many a family may soon Face the
Biblical prospect of the last fiour
and the last oil which should be
prepared and prayers said while
wailing to starve.




ADE price freeze w‘&

ATLANTIS Diesel Engimes (ADE}
freeze the prices of all its tractor engines
until year end, which may help fhe de-
pressed arining sector, Says MD Fritz
Rorte. XM 4, YA -

Korte said the move W equivalent e a
pricecut 0£32% on ADE models since July
1080, He said ADE was confident tractor
. manufactorersigould pass the benefits of
this price freeze onto farmers.

The rediction wonld yesuit in the engine
representing oniy 15% of the expected Te

tail price of {ractors by the end of the year.

epg\tarmers
Busina?g'ﬂﬁy Reporter J

This compares fayourably to the 17%
figure of June 1950, Korte said.

He said ADE was able to implement the
engine price freeze because of the success
of its current cost-cutiing programmes.

While 1992 retail tractor sales forecasts
were currently set at 2 360 units, compared
with 2860 units soid in 1991, ADE was
confident the market would show & gradu-
al long-term improvement. :
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R8-m payout t
dead - witnesf@
Own Correspo%}m' 7_,5;\?;\(\1'

More than R8 mitlion in pen-
sions might have been paid out
to dead people in Lebowa be-
cause of corruption and ineffi-
ciency, the De Meyer Commis-
sior of Inquiry inte corruption
heard yesterday.

Commissioner O 4 de Meyer
heard from special investigator
W A Bester that millions more
could still be siphoned illegaily
from the homeland pension fund
as caontrol in the department
was “chaotie”,

Mr Bester said e had looked
into four problem areas with
pensions. The first was that
people who had died long ago
were not removed from the
pension pay sheet.

He said a sample of 1,6 per-
cent of pensioners’ files had re-
vealed that R133252 had heen
paid out to dead pensioners.

With 143 000 pensioners pres-
ently on the list, calculations
had revealed that about
R8,3 million kad been lost
through this method alone.

Drought will push up

)~
food prices

By Shirley Woodgate z_ﬂ qu [=

Consumer organisations have
warned the public to prepare
for soaring inflation this year
unless the drought is broken
SOOR.

“Foed prices will surge to un-
precedented levels i the rains
do not arrive,” said Housewives
League president Lynn Morris.

Consumer Union president
Lillibeth Moolman said: “Pre-
pare for a crisis if we are faced
with searing food prices com-
bined with the current lack of
buying power, particularly
among the black people.”

Commenting on the latest
Consurner Price Index released
by the Central Statistical Ser-
vice yesterday, Mrs Morris
warned against false optimism-
on a slowdown in price rises.

The overall CPI increased by
only 1,1 percent in January.

The infilation rate for the
month was unchanged at

arning

16,2 percent and food price in-
creases declined for the first

{ime in seven months, down to-

0,2 percent, with the price of
meat showing a 1 percent drop.

Mrs Morris dismissed the
slight decline in food price in-
creases from 28,3 percent to
26,2 percent as insignificant.

“The increases remain above
25 percent, pushing up the over-
all inflation rate.”

The continuing drought would
affect meat and vegetable
prices, she said.

“South Africa is already pre-
paring to import maize and un-
less we have sustained rain
seon, the summer rainfall re-
gion vegetable and wheat farm-
ers will delay planting and the
meat sector will struggle to
feed its animals.

“Even if the rains come and
farmers can plant their crops,
there is a danger that people
will not be able to afford to
buy,” she said.

—
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Banks

5

PRETORIA — Commercial ban!gs and oth-
er financial institutions were yesterday
urged by government to hoid back on fore-
ing debt-ridden farmers into bankruptey.

The appeal was made, it is understood,
at a meeting between bank executives and
Agriculture Minister Kraai van Niekerk.

The SA Agricslural Union estimates be-
tween 2000 and 3060 summer grain far-
Iners are in a vulnerable position and will
need “sympathetic” bandling by the banks
if food production is not to be seriously
threatened.

The industry owes about R7bn of its
more than Ri7bn debt to comimercial
banks.

Van Niekerk also met leaders of the co-
operatives, which are owed ahout Rahn by
farmers.

They got the same message: wherever
possible keep efficient farmers threatened
by drought on the land.

Also yesterday the SAAIPs disaster
emergency aid committee met tp deter-
mine the extent of the disagter and the
strategy meeded to resecme the industry
from permanent harm.

The issue of the 1982/93 summer Crops
was also raised at yesterday's meetings.

Meanwhile Van Nickerk said the bulk of
maize needed for domestic consumption
would have to be irmported,

Government has already given the

urged 1o )_handle
farmers with

, Sympathy

Maize Board the go-ahead for the immedi-
ate importation of 360 000 tons, -
Nampo GM Giel van Zyl estimates the
crop could fall below 2,5-million tons, ne-
cessitating the importation of more than 4-
million tons at a cost of ahout R25bn, ..
Sapa reports that the Transvaaj Agricul-
tural Union’s Dries Bruwer said SA did not
have the capacity to handle the amount of
maize imports required, which he put at
4,5-millien tons.
Bruwer said it would take almost a year
to distribute 3-mil%on tons of grain. ..
Farmers had to be informed immediate-
ly if they would receive any assistance
with the planting of winter grain as they
needed to begin planning now, he said.
Reuter reports that Sanlam has called
for a special assistance plan to counter the
disastrous effects of the drought. -
Without a thorough long-term plan, said
Sanlam chief economist Johan Louw, the
serious consequences of the drought would
have an impact on food supplies, employ-
ment and on SA’s balance of payments,
Sanlam has already announced its own
measures to assist farmers, including dras-
tic cuts in their assurance preminms for
the duration of the drought — while levels
of cover remain the same.
Sanlam believes the drought could re-
tard an economic recovery. ’
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'Marike to attend summit

PRETORIA — Marike de Klerk, wife of the President,
has accepted an invitation to a summit meeting of wives
~ -of heads’of statg:an'Ecogggi%A_ vancement of Rural
Women in Geneyg this w ¢ Forelgn Ministry said

- .yesterday. ial asiuq ‘
The ministry said De Klerk was invited by the presi-
dent of the International Fund for Agriculfural
- Development. The summit meeting is being held under

the auspices of the fund.

The Ministry said the purpose of the summit was to
ghilise international political will to advance the eco-
tibrnie development the developi orid’s rural
women. — Sapa. ans :




chanted for Mr Scheepers to sit
down when he pointed out that

By Guy Jepson 2
and Bronwyr Wilkinso

A farmer was murdered on
his farm yesterday as furi-
ous Free State farmers were
demanding protection from
the Government at a Bloem-
fontein meeting.

Wessel Odendaal (68), who
was stabbed to death at a
kraal on his Katdoring farm
near Reitz, was the seventh
victim to die in attacks on
Free State farms since De-
cernber.

Another elderly OFS fa

Angry farmers believe the
attacks are part of an or-
chestrated terror campaign
designed to drive them off
their farms.

Police launched a massive
search for the farmer’s mur-
derers and arrested a man
and a youth some 23km
away only hours after Mr
Odendaal was killed.

Free State police Haison
officer Captain Johiene van
der Merwe said Mr Oden-
daal, who had lived alone on
the farm for about 30 years.

went to a kraal at about
5 pm, where he was stabbed
several times and left to die.

The Free State Agricul-
tural Union has demanded
that the Government imple-
ment a4 comprehensive secu-
rity package to protect
farmers.

Hundreds of angry farm-
ers from across the Free
State. as well as politicians
and top SAP and SADF oifi-
cials, attended yesterday’s
special congress in Bloem-
fontein, which had been-

g@erlﬂggdered

called by the union.

To loud applause, union
president Dr Pieter Gous
told the congress that farm-
ers were no longer prepared
“tg serve as targets for ter-
rorists and heavily armed
criminals”.

Deputy Minister of Law
and Order Johan Scheepers
was jeered during his ad-
dress.

The delegates, many of
them obvicusly rightwingers,

.. To Page 2 ofF

@® From Page 1

murdered

<TAL 26]2i9 T

vented.

@ That the Government be re-
quested to allow national ser-

an investigation by the Com-
missioner of Police had shown
that political motivations were
not present in the majority of
criminal attacks in South

| Africa.

A pumber of bard-hitting res-
olutions were formally adopted
at the congress. Among them

OF%igl:lm :

were:
® That tke pumber of police-
men employed in the Free State
countryside be drastically in-
creased.

@ That the authorities provide
farmers with the financial sup-
port to buy 24-hour radio equip-
ment and safety fences, to pay

for farm guards and patrois,
and to make it easter for farm-
ers to legally own automatic
Weapons.

@ That anti-trespassing legisla-
tion be actively promoted by
farmers’ associations and more
stringently applied by farmers.
@ That illegal squatting be pre-

vicemen who have completed
their basic training to do fur-
ther military duties in their own
areas in the countryside.

Deputy Minister of Defence
Wynand Brevtenbach appealed
to farmers to join the SADF’s
Commando system to help fight
crime.




.‘CDNSUMER organlsamns have warned
F2ffie public to prepare for soaring inflation
this year unfess the drought is broken im-
mediately.

-“There is absolutely no doubt that food
prices will surge to unprecedented levelsif
the much-needed rains do not arrive,’” said
Housewives League president Mrs Lyan
Mortis.

Consumer Union premdcnt Mrs
Lillibeth Moolman said: *Prepare for a
crisis if we are faced with soaring food
prices combined with the corrent lack of
buying power, particularly among the
black people.”

Commenting on the latest Consumer
Price Index refeased by the Centrat Statis-
tical Service on Mounday, Moris wamed
agamsl false optimism over the slowing
down in price rises, with the overall CPI
increasing by only 1,1 percent in Japuary.

The inflation rate for the month was
unchanged at 16,2 percent and food price
increases declined for the first time in
severmonths, downto0,2 percent with the
pnce e of meat showing a 1 percent drop
since December.

[Public warned t
t|ghten the

eir belts@ |

ul Moms dismissed the s t declmc
in food price increases from 28,3 percentio
26,2 percent as insigniftcant.

“What is alarming is that the increases
remain above 25 percent, pushiog up the
overall inflation rate. =

“Ideally we would like to see food re-
duced to the same level as the CPI, not 10
points higher."”

However, there was now no doubt that
the continuing drought would affect meat
and vegetable prices, #he said. "

“South Africa is already preparing to
import maize and unless we have sustained
rain soon, the sumrner rainfall region veg-
etable and wheat farmers will have to delay
planting while the meat sector will struggle
to feed (heir animals,'* she warned.

Moolman said drought-hit farmers
would have to realise that the financial
crunch would make consumers even wWorse
off than the agriculturat sector.

“Evenif the rains come and farmers can
plant their crops, there is a danger thal
people will aot be able to afford to buy,”
she said. - Sowetan Correspondent.



Free State farmers vote

to join laboyg

BLOEMFONTEIN — The Free State Agri-
cultural Union ‘will join the SA Agrieul-
tural Union in ‘talks with government on
labour laws for the agricultural industry.

At a special congress yesterday the
FSAU authorised its executive committee
to form part of an SAAU delegation in
talks on possible amendments to the Basic

_Services Conditions Act, the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Aet, the Labour Relations
Act and the Wage Act.

The congress's decision reverses a reso-
lution taken at a special congress on June
11 1991 which summarily rejected the ap-
plication to agriculture of the Acts and
prevented the union from taking part in
negotiations on their possible amendment.

SAAU chairmnan Boet Fourie told the
congress yesterday the SAAU wanted the
authorities to reconsider the legislation
and not impose the four Acts on agrieul-
ture, but rather to incorporate the princi-
ples in an “agriculture-friendly Act” and to
abolish the “archaic” concept of a Wage
Act that stipulated minimum wages.

Referring to recent attacks on farmers
in the eastern ¥ree State; FSAU president
Piet Gous:tbld the conference that farmers
were no longer prepared'to-be targets for
‘“terrorist assamlis”.

“‘9@6{ e

He said farmers had come to the confer-
ence to tell the authorities and the media
that they were not satisfied with the secur-
ity situation. :

The congress was attended by about 360
delegates and observers, some of whom
carried arms.

Agriculture Minister Kraai van Niekerk
told the congress that farmers had to be re-
established in at least the financial posi-
tions they had held before being hit by the
current drought.

But it was not only the situation before
the dronght that had to be considered, oth-
erwise debt wonld be regarded as being the
norm. Instead, a way had to be found to
determine the ability of 2 farmer to sur-
vive — although this did not mean a recipe
for keeping all farmers on the land, Van
Niekerk said.

He said it would take a great deal of
government money to get farmers to the
position where they could continue farm-
ing as before. But if other “role players” in
the sector did not play their pariy it would
not matter how much maney was provided
by the government.

Unconveantional ways had to be found to
ensure farmers did not incur more debt, he
said. — Sapa.
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Pre-dawn farm shifts
Iﬂ”ﬁggheat

beat

<@t 19t
By Dirk Nel
Northern Transvaal Buread

PIETERSBURG — With
record midday tempera-
tures of more than 40deg C
sapping the energy of far-
northern Transvaalers,
many farmers are opiing
for a 4am fo 8am shift to
beat the heatwave.

«ell, you know, all a cattle
farmer needs to dois check that |
his bull is okay and that the
windmil} is working,” said Sout-
pansberg Agricultural Union
president Manie Eloff, still dis-
playing a sense of humour de-
spite the heat and drought-

In more serious vein, he said
farming operations in the heat
of the day were becoming in-
creasingly difficult, especially
when it involved lengthy tasks
such as the herding, loading and
dipping of cattle.

Limpopo. River vegetable
sarmer Cyril Fisber said it
made a Iotfof sense to rise at
4 am and do his most strenuous

work until 8am. Office work

and paeking-shed operations
then received attention until
sunset, when outdoor activity
could resume again.

Another border farmer, wil-
lie Esterhuyse, said half his cot-
ton crop simply had to be writ-
ten off due to the merciless sull.

«{ try to avoid going out in
the midday suil. Sometimes
when I travel short distances on
my motoreyele, 1 can actually
feel the hot air stinging my
face,” nesaid.

Record maximumn tempera-
tures were recorded in the far
porth this week. The mercury
registered 38 deg C in Pieters-
purg yesterday, the highest in
the town for 50 years.

But this was mild compared
o Messina's 44,5 and Phalabor-
wa's 43,5. And the 45,8 degrees
at the Tshikondeni coal mine in
Venda on Tuesday moade it one
of the hottest spots in the coun-

this year.

Other places which sweltered
yesterday in the unprecedented
heatwave Were Hoedsprait
(23 deg C), Marnitz (42), Tho-
hoyandou (40) and Ellisras (39).
@ Free State Admi istrator Dr

Louis van der Watt yesterday
called on businesses to aliow
employees to attend a day of
prayer for an end to the drought
tomorTow.

® The South African Agricul-
tural Union yesterday an-
nounced the establishment of an
emergency fund to assist the
drought—devastated agricultural
cominunity-

SAAU president Boet Fourie
said farmers and their workers
would be assisted by the fund,
to be managed by @ board of
trustees in co-operation with
the SAAU’S provincial affiliates.
@ The Vaal Dam is now only
49 percent full, 2 drop of 22 per-
cent since the start of the sum-
mer rainfail period.

The total amount of water in
all the dams serving the P
area is aiso down from 83 per-
cent at this time iast year {o
the current 68 percent, accord-
ing to the latest Rand Water
Board bulletin.

Only 68 mm of rain has fallen
over the Witwatersrand this
month, which is well below the
169 mm recorded in February
last year.
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By George Nicholas

Crop farmers whose livelihoods
are exposed to the vagaries of
the weather should diversify
into dry beans, for which there
is an excellent demand, particu-
larly among black consumers.

; This point was made by sev-
eral speakers at a recent semin-
ar fn dry-bean production at
Potchefstroom.

: Professor Piet Nieuwenhui-
zen"of the Rand Afrikaans Uni-
versity’s economics department
gafd dry beans were among the
best and cheapest foods avail-
able for human eonsumption,

. “As a protein-rich foed it is
pfiimportant substitute for
meat, which is not always with-
in reach of the broad population
of the country”.

Nutritionist Renata Coetzee
urged that greater publicity
should be given to the health
value of dry beans. She said the
beans lowered cholestrol.

“The black market displays a
receptive aititude to dry beans
which have beer popular with
them for centuries,

“White consumers complain
about the tendency of dry beans
to form gas, but this can be
easily avoided simply by soak-
ing the beans in water over-

; Dight,” she added.

| . “Seed merchant Colin Levy
'said if the dry-bean markets of
‘Britain and Europe were han-

i dled correctly the prospects of

! :exporting South African sup-

| iplies would be excellent.

E
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Plezto aid
rural women

Marike de Klerk yesterday
commitied South Africa to give
rural women in Africa “a better
place in:the sun”.

She was delivering an ad-
dress’in Switzerland to the
Summit for the Advancement of
Rural Women.

Mrs de Klerk urged the inter-
national community to help al-
leviate the plight of millions of
womenin Africa who live in ad-
verse rural conditions.

Sympathy for the suffering of
African women was not nearly
enough, she said.

“They need help. In seeing
that they get it, I believe that
we, the more privileged women
of this world, have an indispen-
aablé part to play.

“In this context I believe in
the wisdom of the Chinese prov-
erb: “Teach a man and you
teach an individual. Teach a
woman and you teach a family
and a ndtion’.”

She said the answer to many
of the problems of Africa and
other paris of the developing
world —:particularly those af-
fecting' rural women — lay in
helping:them to help them-
selves, —Sapa.
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Farmers find no compromise
&l 27z 4T (20—

HARARE - Zimbabwean commercial
farmers had reached the end of the road in
the search for a compromise over Presi-
dent Robert Mugahe’s proposed Land Ac-
quisition B!, Commercial Farmers' Union
director David Hasluck said yesterday.

As food experts called for the immediate
introduction of rationing to avoid riots,
Hasluck said a meeting with senior gov-
ernment ministers had failed to find a
formula for averting confrontation on the
plan fo expropriate 6-million hectares of
the “maize and tobaceo belt” from 4500
white cornmercial farmers.

Hasluck last week heid a three-hour
meeting with Mugabe, who proposed shelv-
ing the Bill while amendments were dis-
cussed.

Yesterday they were presenféi%lwith
some proposed draft amendments® which
were exzplained, “and we were unable to
negotiate a further coming together for a
common cause”, Hasluck told journalisis
at a briefing yesterday. He predicted a
disastrous shurap in commercial farming
confidence and production.

The Bill is expected to pass throngh
Parliament in the next two weeks.

Hasliiek said proposed amendments an-

nounced to CFU representatives by Agri- -

culture:Minister Witness Mangwende, Jus-
tice Minister Emmerson Mnangagwa and
Attorney-General Pairick Chinemasa

MICHAEL HARTNACK ]

wounld give Mangwende totat discretion
over what was “fair” compensation.

An innovation was payment of some
compensation for assets smch as green-
houses or tobacco barns not needed by
incoming peasant settlers, but the govern-
ment still refused to pay market values.

Hasluck appealed to the 147 ruling Zanu
{PF) party MPs who dominate the 150-seat
legislature to think of the national interest
before epacting the Bill

In ar emotive debate yesterday, how-
ever, backbenchers claimed the CFU was
sabotaging the nationai economy and Zim-
babwe’s status as an independent country
by continuing to resist plans for resettle-
Jnent on commercial farms of the 800 000
peasant families from communal lands.

" “The land hunger which has been deep-
ening since 1980 threatens to cause a major
revolf,” said MP Johnson Ndlovu.

In a report issued yesterday, the South-
ern African Foundation for Economic Re-
search warned that ports and railways
would only be able to handle 1,7-miliion
tons of the total 2,7-mnillion tons of food
Zimbabweans would need to survive to the
next harvest.

Beira Corridor group founder Eddie
Cross last week predicted armed men
would have to be put on trucks delivering
food.




' FREE State farmers
arenolonger prepared
to be targets for ter-
rorist assaulis, the
president of the OFS
i Agricultural Unien
| said in Bloemfontein
" yesterday.
Farmers had corne to the
" conference io tell the au-
thorities and the media that
they werenot satisfied with
the security siluation and
what was being done about

it, said union president Dr

be targets

Piet Gous.

The congress was at-
tended by about 300 del-
cgates and observers, some
of whom openly carried
arms.

Theconference had been
called to take binding deci-
sions which had to be im-
plemented. Urless quick
action was taken the situa-
tion wonid - in the words of
a fonmer State President -
be too ghastly to contem-
plate, he wamned.

- This was an agriculiural

and not itical gather-
ing, it was emphasised.
Referming {6 accusations
against the SA Police and
SA Defence Force, Gous
catled for a show of hands
by those who had family
members in the SAP and
SADF,and whowerethem-
selves in the Commandos.
Noting the many union
members responding, he
said security force mem-
bers were “our people”’,
and called for accusations
against them to stop. - Sapa
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SA agriculture ‘hit
hard by high Tates’

PRETORIA — Much of SA’s agricul-
tural industry had been hit by declin-
ing profitability caused by high pro-
duction costs and high interest rates,
the Commeodity Control Boards said.

The boards will table their apnual re-
ports to the Agricultural Outlook Confer-
ence (Agrocon) in Pretoria today.

The cotton industry has been pinpointed
by the SA Agricultural Union’s report as
one sector in particularly serious trouble.

Its survival was in the hands of govern-
ment, which had to make decisions on pro-
tection, the report said.

Without protection the textile industry
would be further weakened.

The National Cotton Committee has
asked for a one-channel marketing

According o the Maize Board report, SA
will have to put up with regular maize
shortages in years ahead, and crops would
have to be supplemented by imports.

The fact SA was no longer an exporter of
maize meant the marketing system would
have to be adjusted.

Profitability wonld have to improve
drastically and producers would need ade-
quate aceess to production credit.

Continued weakened profitability had
resulted in less land being planted to mie-
lies, the Maize Board said.

Causes included the withdrawal of gov-
ernment subsidies to the industry, high
inflation apnd inferest rates, producer
prices which failed to take production
costs into account, and government’s land
conversion scheme to planted pastures.

Gross value of deciduous fruit prodeced
last year increased 7% to a record
R1 177bn

Production climbed 0,3%. The gross val-
ue of fruit exports imcreased 9% to

l “{ GERALD REILLY ]
R854,1m, with a 3% volume increase.

Declining profitability in the industry
was due to high inflation which drove pro-
duction and export costs up by 14%.

The deeciduous fruit harvest is expected
to beat the record set in 1991.

But heavy competition was expected
from southern hemisphere countries, par-
tienlarly Chile.

Local market prices would rise by less
than the inflation rate due to the unfavour-
able economic climate and decreased con-
sumer spending.

SA’s high infiation rate and resultant
fast-rising production and export costs had
resulfed in a weakened competitive posi-
tior against countries with lower rates.

SA wool production for the 1990/91 sea-
son was estimated at 98,9-million kg.

A price decline of 20% was expected for
the season.

Export earnings totalled R618.9m, with
prices dropping 31,3% from last season to
H6,09 a kg.

SA wool production in the 91/92 season
was likely to decline to 83-rnillion kg.

The SA Sugar Association said the crop
expectation for 1891/92 was 19.8-million
tons — almost 10% op on the previous
SEAsOmL

The 1992/93 crop had got off to a great
start with early summer rains, and near
perfect growing conditions.

The proposed opening of new cane areas
and the establishment of 2 pew mill in the
Onderberg region of the eastern Transvaal
was the most significant expansion project
for more than 20 years.

Total area under cane was likely to rise
to 420 000 ha, the association said.

‘SA must be

competitiv
overseas
BLOEMFONTEIN — It
was critically important
for SA to commpete econom-
ically overseas. If it did not,
the conntry’s political situ-
ation would be negatively
affected, Trade and Indus-
try director-general Stef
Naude said yesterday.
He was giving the op
ing address at the Free
State congress of the

National Woolgrowers, .
Associa&on#«
He said § d the abili-

ty to recover economically,
provided the country be-
came stable, restored the
confidence of overseas in-
vestors and became a full
player in the international
economy.

Despite ctions and
other trade restrictions
kowever, the country had
had export successes since
the middle 1980s ude
saia. B0y 21| 9 T,

The association’s unani-
mously re-elected Free
State president J A Neeth-
ling said the diserepancy
that had developed because
farmers’ producer prices
had not kept pace with the
inflation rate was one of the
main reasons for farmers’
poor financial position.

He called on government
to make it possible for long-
term interest rates to be
adjusted in accordance
with the income from far-
mers' capital investment.
— Sapa.
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Bankorp executive chairman

“{...Piet Liebenberg has outlined
H R three-part plan for saving

South African agriculture
from rain,

South’Africa’s farmers are
under severe financial pres-
sure due to acecumulated
debt, made worse by the
drought,

Speaking at the Agricul-

Liebenberg said South Afri-
can agrieulture was suited tgp
a “debt-equity swop” where-
by farms and other agricul-
tural assets would be trans-
ferred to companies,

Farmers and farmworkers
would then become em.
ployees of the institutions
concerned. He urged Pariig-
meint to examine the legal as-

pects of such restracturing
during its current session.

Secondly, Mr Liebenberg
recommended a State-initiat.
ed job-creatinp programme
in rural areas, linked to the
revival of infrastruetures,

He suggested that a new
water project be considered
S0 that water from the Or-
ange River conld reach the

aroo. Neighbou.ring states

might be approached regard-

| ;hree—pomt plan I%Zkgll out agriculture
o el PPt otk Cteence

ing similar water projects so
that water from the Zambezi
and Congo rivers could be
channeiled to the western
Transvaal,

Thirdly, Mr Liebenberg re.
commended that a plan be in.
stituted to encourage smajl
business development ip
rural areas. The Smajl Busi-
ness Development Corpora-
tion could play an integraj
role in this, .

"‘“--“
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Making things worse

If the hege government intervention in agri-
cnlture helps farmers at all, it should be to
ease the impact of the droughts that hit every
few years. But this year’s severe drought is
focusing attention on the industry’s myriad
structural weaknesses that were created by
government and that are now aggravating
the drought’s effects.

The drought is certainly a disaster. In-
stead of exporting maize, SA may have to
import R2bn worth, with farmers losing
their R1br investment in production inputs.
And the bad news extends to cotton, sunflow-
er {hundreds of thousands of tons of cil and
oilcake must be imported), soya, dried beans,
sorghum, red meat, groundnuts, tropical
fruit and vegetables. The estimated cost to
the economy: R4bn.

An expected 3 000-4 000 farmers will be
forced to leave agriculture. But this probably
won't happen, for once again taxpayers will
have to fork out massive amounts in farm
aid, adding to a national farm debt that’s
heading for R20bn. This is the nub of the
problemt — instead of getting weeded out,
the marginal farmers get bailed out while the
best farmers are hamstrung by the controls
and restrictions that prevent them from do-
ing better.

The El Nino phenomenon in the Pacific
Ocean, which disturbs global climatic pat-
terns and set off this year’s savage drought,

certainly would hurt farmers no matter how"

prepared they were. But a government

hands-off policy for agriculture would cer-
tainly lessen the effect.

University of Natal agricuitural econo-
mist Lieb Nieuwoudt says market forces
must be allowed to send correct production
signals to farmers who still operate their
businesses in high-risk areas or grow the
WIONgE Crops.

“We need to stop discouraging farmers
from using crop disaster insurance, forcing
them to accept the risk of farming high-risk
areas, such as the western Transvaal and
Free State, and to weigh premium costs
against the possibility of getting a bumper
crop. This would result in more realistic crop
expectations, reduced input costs and diver-
sification into lower-risk outputs.

“But, through its massive drought aid
schemes, the State effectively rewards far-
mers for their risk-taking losses. This is
wrong — the State should not subsidise the
farmer’s risk-taking in a drought-prone
country,” says Nieuwoudt, who studied crop
insurance in the US. And comprehensive
crop insurance would help prevent a repeat
of the past decade’s R4bn taxpayer bail-out
of struggling farmers.

Other obvious structural deficiencies in
agriculture worsening the effects of recur-
ring droughts are the one-channel marketing
systems for mazize and wheat, as well as the
Meat Board’s heavily regulated meat
scheme that distorts market signals to live-
stock producers.

BUSIHESS CAMPAIGNS FOR A YES

The business community has launched a
campaign for a “yes” vote in the referen-
dum. The intention is to raise several
million rands for a fund that will be spent
entirely on advertising in print, on M-Net
and Radio 702, says Times Media MD
Steve Mulholland, who suggested the
idea. SABC is not accepting any referen-
dum advertising.

The fund will be chaired by Chris van
Wyk, former MD of TrustBank and now
a copsultant, and George Thomas, the
retired financial director of AECI who is
now unon-executive chairman of Everite.

“There was a feeling that there would
be many businesses that would want to
support a yes vote but would prefer not to
give money ta political parties,” Mulhal-
land explains. “This private-sector refer-
endum fund makes it possible for them to
do so. We have already raised RS500 000
today and are going for a few million.”

A comprehensrvc media pIan has been .
prepared by the Imitiative ad agency.
Times Media will donate its co-ordination
services and, like other publishers, offer ™
space at a heavily discounted rate. - 7.

“It will be a very intensive campaign
aimed at creating widespread interest and
awareness,” Mulholland says. “The
fands will be used only for the referen- -
dem and any nnused funds will be re--
turnted to donors. I believe husinesses ean
justify such expenditure in terms of
shareholder interests.”

The campaign, due to break w:thm a’
couple of days, will be totally distinct
-from the NP campaign being created by
ad agency Saatchi & Saatchx, Klerck &
Barrett. That w.mpa.xgn starts in- the
weekend press. o

Government is treating rcfarandnm ad—
vertising as a party political issue and not
doing any advertising itself.

Sam Knox, a farmer from southern Natal,
says Natal farmers can get up to 5t a heet-
are {compared to an average 2t/ha in the
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Free State and Transvaal}) — “but we are
discouraged by the Maize Board from farm-
ing maize.”

The reason for this is complex — but also
simple.

The board's singlechannel marketing sys-
tem (operated in terms of the Marketing
Act) forces all maize farmers to sell and
market their crop only through the board,
which annually fixes the producer and con-
sumer prices. The difference between the
two prices is made up of storage, handling
and finance costs at centralised grain silos, as
well as projected “export Josses™ on surplus
production beyond the local market need of
about 6,5 Mt/year.

Farmers must pay levies of about R130/t
to the board to make up these costs. Until
two years ago, southern Natal farmers were
excluded from this scheme and freely sold
their maize to neighbouring consumers in
KwaZulu, Transkei and Lesotho. But since
they were pulled into the scheme, such sales
are illegal — unless sanctioned by the board
and subjected to levy payments.

*“But, due to our much higher production
caosts, the board's levies made maize produc-
tion uneconomical,” Knox says. “And we
receive little marketing benefit from the
board — the nearest maize silo to my farm is
about 200 km. Because we are now prosecut-
ed for illegal sales unless we pay the board’s
levies (used to subsidise upcountry farmers’
losses — Natal is a net maize importer) a
clear signal has been sent to discontinue
production in Natal.”

With global climatic change threatening
to make maize preduction in the drier west-
ern areas even more of a risk in the future,
this systermn will have to change. The obvious
solution would be to deregulate Natal (and
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Growth Zgﬁh{gatened b\% droug \
|

PRE'}ORIA - The expected positive
growth rate of SA’s economy could be
“obliterated” in the second haif of the
year because of the drought in summer
crop areas, Agriculture Minister Kraai
van Niekerk said vesterday.

He warnmed the Agricuitural Ouatlook
Conference (Agrocom) the commodity
contral boards would have to be priva-
tised in a market-driven economy.

“We cannct privatise the functions of
government but we can and must deregu-
late and privatise the control hoards.”

This move was aimed at reducing gov-
ernment involvement in the eeconomy and
boesting business opportunities for the
private sector.

Van Niekerk said that in the develop-
ment of the present marketing systems
some industries had been over-protected,
preventing the optimal use of market and
business opportunities.

Van Niekerk said much more thao the
previously predicted 3-million tons of
maize would have to be imported during
the 1992/93 season.

GE BALD REILL

If drought conditions persisted, the
harvest prospects would weaken to an
extent where 4,5-million tons wonid have
to be imported and it would become ne-
cessary to mix more than less preferred
50% yellow maize with white maize for
igeal consumption. This would be intro-
duced on May 1.

Van Niekerk said agriculture's net in-
come had declined in the past two years
and this vear’s summer grain disaster
would mean a further weakening of total
income. The critical cash flow problems
of farmers reflected the distressed posi-
tion of the indastry.

Investment in production eguipment
had decreased sharply in the past two
years and this would reflect on the indus-
try’'s production potential.

Van Niekerk said the continging in-
crease in consamer spending — which
pow amounted to R47bn a year — was
mainly due to rising food prices and an
expanding popuiation.

Bankorp official warns

of vast upempl

PRETORIA — A sharp increase in
ployment would be the most serious of a
whole series of adverse consequences flow-
ing from the disastrous drought in the sum-
mer grain areas. Bankorp executive chair-
man Piet Liebenberg said yesterday.

Speaking at the Agricultural QOutlook
Conference (Agricon) he said it had been
expected total jobs in the economy would
increase by 50 000 this year. “We must now
rather expect a further decrease of be-
tween 50 000 and 100 000 jobs.”

This meant that with 300 000 new work-
ers entering the labour market the number
of jobless conid rise by about 400 000.

Rural areas would be worst affected.

There was a danger of a large scale
migration of homeless families to urban
areas, exacerbating the squatter problem.

Liebenberg said drought conditions
would have a dramatic impact on virtually
all aspects of the economy this year.

Apart from the direct impact of 4 mas-
sive drop in production. the indirect effect
on other sectors would be more serious
than any other drought since the end of the
Second World War.

Although the agricultural sector made
up only 6% of the economy, negative ef-
fects on it had a ripple effect on many
other sectors, including manufacturing,
banking and transport.

Agriculture’s direct and indirect contri-
bution to the ecomomy was about 10%
which made it comparable to gold mining.

Many farmers had come to the end of the

ent
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road and their spending in other sectors
would drasticaily decline.

The drought would have an intense det-
rimental effect on economic sub-systems
of the northern Free State and the western
Tramnsvaal.

Liebenberg said low PPI growth was an
indication of financial balance and the
softening of underlying inflation pressure.

The CPI increase corld fall to 125 by
the end of the vear and about 10 by the
middle of next vear.

A growth rate expeciation at the end of
last vear of between 15% and 2 would
have to be scaled down to 0% 1o 05%

There was also a risk of a third succes-
sive year of a shrinking GDP for the first
time since the Second World War ended.

On these grounds. banks’ lending rates
ought to decline by about three percentage
points in the coming 15 months.

The downward phase in the business
cycle, which started in 1988. had lasted
through 1990 and 1991 and had deepened in
the past few months. Liebenberg said.

The domestic downswing could not be
associated with the political changes of the
past two vears.

The recession was more likely the result
of excessive domestic credit provision and
sharp increases in imports in 1988 and 1989
in a framework of financial sanctions and
large scale capital outflow, he added.




COMPANIES

CONAFEX /AFEX
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Moving out of Africd=

Activities: investmen: company with intarests
i mining, agricufture and property in Africa and
the US.

Coniral: Conafex 53,1%.

Chalrman: O C Marshar,

Capital structure: 3,8m ords. Marker capital-
isation: R19m.

Shore market: Price: 500¢c. Yields: 5,4% on
dividend: 3,8% on earnings; p:e ratio, 26:
cover, 0,7. 12-month high, 660c: low, 500c.
Trading volume last quarter, 20 shares.

Year 1o Sep 30 88 8% 90 ‘41
Tumover (USSm) ... 18.7 207 324 340
Pre-tax profit (USSm) 25 3.1 26 1.9
Eamings (SAe) ........ 68 129 113 178
Dividends (SAc) ...... 225 234 263 26,9
Neat worth {SA) ..., 1037 1417 1330 1372

About the best that can be said of Afex’s
performance in the year to September is that
it successfully continued its stated ajm of
getting out of Africa, but the profits suffered
in the process.

Key statistic, according to chairman Da-
vid Marshall, is that 43,9% of the carpany’s
net assets at year-end were Iocated in the US
or elsewhere overseas, compared with 27.5%
the previous year.

Major contributor to that swing was that
last year Afex got permission from the SA
Reserve Bank to transfer to Luxembourg the
share portfolio held in SA by wholly owned
subsidiary Sussex Securities, through 2 spe-
cial dividend in specie. Afex is registered in
Luzembourg.

Market value of that portfolio at Septem-
ber 30 was US$7m. Sales from the portfolio
since the year-end have realised profits of
$3,64m which are now in the bank, accord-
ing to Marshall,

Included in the portfolio s Afex’s 26%
stake in Zimbabwe gold preducer Falcon
Mines, which is listed separately on the Lon-
don and Johanmesburg stock exchanges.
Marshall emphasises the group has no inten-
tion of selling that stake.

Faleon is doing very nicely, thank you,
even if only a quarter of the taxed profits can
be remitted from Zimbabwe in any one year
and then at the discretion of the Zim-
babwean authorities. The value of the Zim-
babwean holdings in Afex's books have been

Afex
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taken at a conservative figure.

Marshall says he is now happy with Afex's -
balance of investments in and out of Africa.
The group will “play with the chips” with
what it has left in Africa, while overseas the
aim is to0 hold investments in blue-chip equi-
ties and 2 property- Portiolio in Arnerica,
which at present is concentrated in freehold
property in southern California.

However, Afex has not found the invest-
ment market in the US easy. The directors’
report shows a market value of the US in-
vestment portfolio at end-September of -
$2,44m, compared with a book value of
$1,6m, but that is after providing $500 000
against 2 “permanent diminution in value.”

The trouble is that last year’s poor profit
performance could be followed by a worse
one this year. Both SA and Zimbabwe re-
main in the grip of recessions and the severe
drought in both countries will hit Afex’s
agricultoral businesses.

In the US, the property market has been
affected by the recession, interest rates are
mear record lows, and equity markets have
done surprisingly well . .. so far, ‘

Marshall acknowledges Afex’s poor profit
performance is of concern but points to the
group’s asset value as compensation. He feels
the share should be viewed as an asset play,
which is confirmed by shareholders’ taking
four-fifths of the 1990 dividend declaration
in additional shares rather than cash. That
option is available for the 1991 dividend
distribution and Marshall expects a similar
take-up,

The share has Hmited attractions for SA
investors. Main beneficiaries of the group’s
operations are the Marshall and Latilla-
Campbeil families which contral it. Only 20
shares were traded on the JSE over the past
three months because they are so tightly held
and because they are really only half 2 rand
hedge stock.

The future of holding company Conafex is
of interest. Its sole asset is the holding in
Afex plus some cash. Marshali says Cona-
fex’s role as holding company is not reaily
required because the direct and indirect
hoidings of the Marshall and Latilla-Camp-
bell families are sufficient to retain control of
Afex. He says “something may be done”
with Conafex but declines to provide details.

Brenden Ryan




DAVID CUMMING
DURBAN. — The drought
. 'will cost taxpayers in the
~ region of R130 million in in-
terest-rate subsidies if past
procedures are followed.

Rut it could also cost banks,
the Land Bank and co-opéra-
tives billions of rands in debt
write-offs.
) Dr Koos du Toit, chief econo-

mist of the SA Agricultural
Union, said he believed huge
debt write-offs in the coming
months were a sirong likeli-
hood.

“In many cases sequesirating
5 farmer would see the credi-
tor comcerned receiving only
10c in the rand. It would make
far more sense to write off the
debts of potentially efficient
farmers.

«This would provice them
with immediate relief and keep
them in business. It would also
mean that at some time they
could once more become val-
ned clients of banks and the
other institutions.”

Dr Du Toit said current agri-
culiural debt was R17 billion,
57 percent of it in short-term

oans from commercial banks”

which were suhject to fluctuat-
ing interest rates, causing
farmers much hardship.

If the State follpwed past re-
' lef procedures, it “would insti-
tute a five percent subsidy on

W Tme e

ought!

1.and Bank loans, bringing the
effective interest rate down to
12 percent.

Last year such a scheme Wwas
introduced subject to a B2 aog
maximurm. The average farmer
who qualified received RS 000
in subsidies and the cost (0 the
State was R126 million.

The same scheme now would
probably cost in the region of
R130 million.

«However, there have been
suggestions that the scope of
the scheme should be extended
to those who do not have Land
Bank loans.

“If they can provide proof
that their interest-rate bill is
related to mortgage-bond cred-
it rather than a straight over-
draft, they too will be eligible
for relief. If this suggestion is
adopted the cost fo ihe State
would be substantially higher.”

The increasingly desperate
financial plight of farmers has
ied to a complete overhaul of
the State’s role, which will see
it gradually withdraw as pri-
mary supplier of credit to
farmers.

In foture it will leave this
role to the Land Bank, com-
mercial banks and agricultural

. g&eperatives.

\ Tiistead, says Dr Frams v
Her-Merwe, superintendent-

general of the Department {f
Agricvltural Development, it

_yill aim to use the funds- at its

disposal io
with relief from

provide farmers
the high inter-
est rates which they are unable
to afford — particularly those
who have had crops ruined by
dronght.

To ensure that alt concerned
play their full role in allocating
relief, agricultural credit com-
mnittees are to be extended to
bring the creditors of appli-
cants into the decision-making
process. This means such or-

ganisations as the Land Bank,
commercial banks, co-Opera-
tives and the regional repre-
sentatives of organised agricul-
ture will be involved in
assessing & farmer’s relief ap-

plication.

They would meet under the
chairmanship of the local mag-
istrate and would ensure that
every application was treated
strictly on individual merifs.

Observers said this week
that this would be particularly
welcome news for efficient
armers who were merely the
vietims of economic and cli-
matic circumstances.

There was now every possi-
bility that their skills would
b Yost to agricuiaure be-
Joause of bankrupicy and these
skills wonld be retained to play
a vital role in the new South
Africa — supplying the nation
with food.

- —




Cracked

WHEN two burly farmers mmveiled 2
cracked mirror in Bloemfontein this
week, any doubts that the platteland
was at war were swept away.

The mirror, from a house burgled in
Verkeerdevlei last week, was daubed
with the letters “ANC”.

Farmers at the Free State Agricnl-
tural. Union’s speeial congress ob
security are convineed the ANC is
waging 3 terror campaign to drive
them from their farms. .

This week they streamed into
Bloemfontein by the hopdreds to vent
their anger and frustration at what
they see &as spin-offs of the new
Sonth Africa — squatters, crime and
murder.

They helieve lawlessness bas been
boosted by the retnrn of politicat
exiles and the early release of eon-
victed criminals.

A top-level police delegatien
assured them there were no political
motives or ANC invalvement in the
attacks, but the sarprise unveiling of
the mirror — cracked en rounte from
Verkeardevlei to Bloemfontein — was
ali that was needed to strengthen the
farmers’ views.

The message from CODETess dele-
gates was: “A war is on — and we
won't take it lying down.”

They gave the anthorities six weeks

Swees A\
farmers Of
L

mirror conv

‘ANC te

By PETER MALHERBE J

to implement a list of demands, which
included:

@ Financial support for protection
measnres saeh as a radio network,
security fences around homesteads,
farm guards and patrols;

@ The use of mational servicemen
for pratection in rural areas;

@ An increase in the number of
policemen in rurat areas.

In the conference cenire oD the
campus of the University of the
Qrange Free State, security com-
paties snatched the opportunity to
display their wares — electric fences,
alarms and intricate lighting systems.

At the start of the congress, union
president Dr Piet Gons appealed 1o
delegates to “play the bali, not the
man”.

But, for many, the three govert-
ment representatives on stage proved
a far more appealing target than the
issues under discussion.

They were Minister of Agricnlture
Dr Kraai van Niekerk, deputy Minis-
ter of Law and Order Johan
Scheepers and depnty Minister of
Defence Wynand Breytenbach.

Dr Van Niekerk was coolly
received, but there was no heckling
when he got down to the nitty-gritty of

10}

the government’s drought-reiief
scheme.

As ope delegate remarked: “We
don't like him or his government, but
it doesn't help to bite the hand that’s
going to feed you.”

Law and Order Deputy Minister
Johan Scheepers was jeered loudly
when he suggested the government's
reform moves bad led to the lifting of
sanctions.

Momentarily losing his eoel, he hit
back by saying the people shonld thed
vote in the referendum. )

A representative from the Parys
Farmers' Association, Mr Nick Eemp,
described the terror campaign as the
“final wave against farmers and
Christianity”.

A speaker from Vrede said the out-
come of the batile would decide whe-
ther there would still be farmers in
the Free State by the end of the
decade.

Reflecting the mood of the con-
gress, Dr Gous said the issue was not
abput solving the murders and attacks
on farms, but about the sorvival of
farmers, their families and lahourers.

He said farmers were facing a
determined and planned attempt 10
drive them from their land.

“This is a political-military prob-
lem which cannot easily be blamed oo
only economic factors,” he added.
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| terday he had sold all his

By EVE VOSLOO

ONE of South Africa’s best-
known farming families has
been driven off the land by the
drought and crippling Interest
rates.

This week, the 15 farms owned by
brothers “Goo”, “Bunny” and Dave
Cloete, who ran one of the biggest
farming operations in the country,
were sold by public auction at
Adelaide in the Eastern Cape.

Another two piant farming oper-
ations in the Karoo are also threat-
ened by the agricultural erisis.

On Friday, 17 000ka of prime land
on which the Cloete brothers ran meri-
no sheep, mohair goats and a dairy
herd, fetched R4-miilion,

Their main farm, Malanskraal,
comprising 2 719ha, was sold for R425
a hectare or R1,55-million. It included
a “walking” irrigation system.

Blakesly, comprising 1 396ha, went
for R270 a hectare — a total of

R376 920. S]-‘-‘w.\@a ,}3’(7L
Threat

The other farms were sold for
between R70 and R135 a hectare,

Last year, farmland in the same
area was selling for R1 000 a hectare.

Other Karoo farming tycoons under
threat are Mr Teddy Birch and his son,
Syd, who farm near Grahamstown,
and Mr Flip Murray of Graaff-Reinet.

Both have applied for protection
under Seetion 21 of the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1966 in terms of which
approved farmers with the ability to
recover are protected from any legal
action for between six months and two
years while they reorganise their
operations and repay their debts.

LF Birch and Son farm 26 000ha and
until recently, were the
biggest ostrich farmers in
the world, with 13 000
birds, and the biggest mo-

Three brothers

HIGH NOON FOR FARMERS . .. drought-p

farmers walk aleng the sun-ba

ked bed of the Graaff-Relnet dam

b
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Drought dooms top family

By EVE YOSLOO

OUTSIDE the drought-
stricken town of Graaff-
Helnet lies a vast streteh of
cracked, sun-baked mud.
It's the Van Ryunevelds
Pass Dam which has been
dryiog up for two years.
This weck it was virtually
empty — one percent full,

~ according to town officlals.

The dam previously irri-
gated 3 000 ha of feed crops
for sheep on farms along
the Sundays River.

Graaff-Reinet's town
clerk, Mr Fanie du Preez,
sald this week although the
town had a quota of ome
million litres a day from
the dam, it had heen unable
to draw any water since
September 1990 when it be-
gan drying up.

The town is being sup-
plied by boreholes tapping
underground water, but
faces water rationing this
month uniess it rains.

In Pretoriz this week,
top-level talks took place
between the Minister of Ag-
rieultnre, Dr Kraai van
Niekerk, the South African
Agricultural Union and
representatives of com-
mereial banks on ways to
resolve the growing crisis
which is forcing many far-
mers off the land.

Dr Koos du Toit, chief

| Boreholes save
stricken

ecm’; 1?18;!6? the SAAU,
said the farmers’ debt bur-
den had been growing since
the 80s.

Because of the drought,
this year's summer grain
harvest was “a total disas-
ter”, and there are between
3000 and 5000 farmers in
serious difficulties.

Mr Frans Loots, publie
relations officer for Dr Van
Niekerk said income from
agriculture in large parts
of the country was so low
that many farmers were
unable to repay the interest
on their debts.

The ¢risis was so bad
that the state could not pro-
vide the capital to consoli-
date loans, he said.

This week’s meeting was
held to decide what help
could be given to farmers
and which farmers to help.

“Each case will be con-
sidered on merit,” he sald.

Extended agricultural
commitices had been set up
all over the couniry in
which banks and co-opera-
tives, creditors and far-
mers sat to gather informa-
tion and quantify the
precise position of individ-
ual farmers, he said.

One of the posgibilities
discusscd was for the state
to subsidise interest repay-
ments “until the sitnation Is
manageable”,

hair producers in South
Africa with a herd of 25 000
goats.

Mr Syd Birch sald yes-

watch as their

ostriches except 5000 and
all goats except 8 000.

This allowed them to
pay Ri-million of their
Rl6-million overdraft with

farms go under

Standard Bank, he said.

Mr Murray — who owns
a 80 000ha operation — has
the distinction of regularly

the hammer

clipping the most wool in

Scuth Africa. He was also
the first farmer to produce
stock feed cubes for farm
animals.

He started buying and
selling his own sheep as a
child of five and sold his
own wool in London when
he was 10.

He owes First National
Bank about R10-million,

A farmer at the Adelaide
auction said this week; “If
farming operations this

huge are under threat,

what’s going to happen to
the rest of us?”

The Cloete farms were
sold by the Bloemfontein
Board of Executors and
First National Bank “in
,agreement with the Cloete
brothers”. The sales are all
subject to confirmation
and the names of the pur-
chasers have not been
revealed,

Family members have
refused to comment on
their plight.

Bloemboard  chief

executive Colin Hickling
said yesterday no farmer
was immune from the pro-
longed drought, high inter-
est rates and increased
production costs, coupled
with depressed prices.
Prices of farmland are
low because the drought
reduces the farmers’
creditworthiness, causing
banks to call up overdrafts
which many are unable to
pay off because of high in-
terest rates and depressed
prices for their produce.

.




Land

By Helen Gr {;

The Pan Africanist Cop-
Eress was serious ahout
seeing “each and every
square inch” of the Iang
returned to the African
people, PAC president
Clarence Makwetn said
yesterday.

Speaking at an Insti-
tate for Multiparty De-
mocracy conference held
at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Mr Mak-
welu said the repeal of
the Land Acts had not
changed the fact that g
minorify group owned
most of the Iand.

“How are we to buy it
back from whites with-
out the economie re-
sources?” he asked,

must be given b

)

Political democracy
withoot economic de-
mocracy was an “emp
shell” and people had to
be assured not only of 3
vote, but of land and eco-
nomic resgurces,

Mr Makwetu said fhe
PAC would vigorously
work for a constituent
assembly as an antidote
to the illegitimate rule of
2 minority, adding that
majority rule in a de-
mecracy did not exclode
minority rights.

Commenting on white
teachers who have been
intimidated and attacked
by PAC youths in Reef
townships, Mr Makwetn
said he was opposed to
actions against whites
bot not actions against

ack - PAC |

PRI S |

white dominance. -

Azanian People’'s OF
ganisation preside
Pandelani Nefolovhodwe
restated Azapo’s unwil-
lingness fo_take part
Codesa, saying constitip
tional negotiatiodd
should be at a neutral
venue under an indepes:
dent and impartial m&
diater. d

Commenting on tké
pending referendum, Mg
Nefolovhodwe said: “Be-
fore the calling of tii2
white referendum, the
reform process was said
to be irreversible. Rut—
after the announcement,
it is doubtful whether
process camnot be re-
versed by a Conservativp
Party victory. ;




Rain boosts level of PE dams

PORT ELIZABETH. — The levels
of two of Port Elizabeth’s three
main water supply dams have ri-
sen after hard, penetrating rains
in the eatchment areas in the past
few days, while run-off water is
expected to reach the third dam
today. (YT 2/3qL

The Chuvrehill dam Ras'Tisen by
2,8% and is now 45,1% full, com-
pared with 42,3% last Thursday,
while the Charlie Malan dam has
risen by 6% to 28%. And water is
still flowing into the dams.

Gamtoos Irrigation Board

spokesman Mr Pierre Joubert
said yesterday that aithough good
rains had fallen in the Paul Sauer
dam catchment area, no run-off
water had reached the dam yet

The Paul Sauer dam is the city's
largest water supply dam and
also supplies water to Gamtoos
Valley citrus and vegetable farm-
ers.

“With the dam at only 13,8% at
present the rise will be quite sig-
nificant. " If we can get a nice
strong downpour of about 100mm
soon, the level should rise quite

sharply, as there is a 1ot of mois-
ture in the ground.”

Mr Joubert said it was impor-
tant to note that farmers would
not be drawing as much water for
irrigation now as they were be-
fore the rain.

My Joubert said the rain came
just at the right time for the
area’s farmers. “It will help a lot
with the citrus crop and many
farmers will now be able to pre-
pare their lands for eash crops,
something they could not plant
for quite a while, because of the
drought.




| Farmers not to blame for |

d inflation onomist

242 E.i 2—. SERALD REfiy
PRETO — Producers were not tob : et~
ing food prices, statistics showed, and the culprits behing
food inflation must be Sought elsewhere, agricultural

The prodtcer’s share of the consumer rand had de-
clined from 53% in 1989 t0 394% in 1981 — which meant
the non-producer share Increased from 479 to 60,6%.

oot the cause of high inflation, byt symptomiof it
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Chartwell will be v

LEIGH, a Chartwell housewife, snips irri-

tably at the edge of her lawn with a pair of
black garden shears. “Well, I suppose T11
be voting ‘ves’ in the referemdum,” she
says. “If we vote ‘no’, we'll all be branded

I ”

' raeists again.

Leigh is in her mid-thirties, and spends most
of her time at home, barricaded behind two
rows of spiked iron railings, scattered armed
security warning signs and three small but loud

.. dogs.

Leigh says she resents the way the media
turned the recent centroversy over a group of
several thousand squatters, camped on the Ze-
venfontein farm next to Chartwell, into what
she ealls a racial issue.

The squatter problem, she says, is an inevita-
ble consequence of the end of apartheid. But
when Chartwell residents protested at having
squatters “dumped” on their doorsteps, it didn’t
necessarily mean they were advocating a re-
turn to apartheid.

“What happened before was evil, and I would
never vote to return to it — even if the CP could
reconstruet apartheid, which it can’'t”

The mood is reflected by other residents in
the quiet, sprawling suburb.

Most of the sounds in Chartwell are of dogs
barking, but there is life behind the forbidding
gates and long front gardens.

Most residents said they agreed with the
essence of President F' W de Klerk's reforms,
but that specific problems during the transi-
tion, like the squatter question and associated
security problems, needed to be addressed
more carefully.

But was it not inconsistent to vote to support,’
the end of apartheid's racial boundaries on the-

one hand, and to complain about poor black
people moving in nearby on the other?
Several residents replied that the majority of
Chartwell residents had not campaigned
against the Zevenfontein squatters because
they were black, but because they were poor

gipovy 2i2[4T

plig R )

In the run-up to SA’'s most crucial
vote, Business Day will be taking
the pulse of white voters in towns
and cities across the country, We
start the series today with a look
at Chartwell, near Johannesburg
— an affluent, predominantly
white area which has been at the
centre of a controversy over the
nearby Zevenfontein sguatter
camp. DARIUS SANAI reports.

and uneducated — that their arguments
against the squatters were supposedly “class-
based and not racially motivated™.

These people, they said, would be voting
“yes™; it was the minority of blatant racists
who would vote “no”.

Lance, a local estate agent, said all
Chartwell residents were worried about crime.
“Do yousthink we like living in fortresses with
howling dogs?* But, he said a *no” vote would
not stop crime.

“A ‘00’ vote would bring the CP to power, but
they won't stop crjme.Oh, sure, they’ll impose a
short-term military solution, but that's not a
solution at all, because there'll be a civil war
soon afterwards.”

"right,” ke says with a vry

o%gw‘yes’

ance says he voted NP in the last general
election, and would do so again. He says he
agrees with the path De Klerk has taken.

“The only way for SA to get anywhere is
through negotiations.

“To stop them now would be to step back
goodness knows how many years.”

Johan was fiddling with the clutch cable on
his Volkswagen Jetta when I accosted him.
Unlike Leigh, he opened his gates, restrained
his dogs and invited me in to talk.

A researcher with a large mining house,
Johan says he voted DP in the last election,
and, despite what he calis “a significant shift to
the right in my feelings”, would definitely vote
“yes” jn thg referendum. .

“What tﬁg government is doing is a good
thing,” Je¢han says. “But there is much accom-
panying uncertainty, particularly about
security.”

Johan says his job takes him away for long
periods, and he gets very concerned about the
safety of his wife and small child when he is
away.

Did he not blame government policies for the

_recent rise in crime rate?

“Oh yes, I'm sure the CP would get security
smile.

“1 have no doubt abont that. But what would
happen then? The sanctions would mean eco-
pomic suicide.

“And 25-million blacks have smelled free-
dom. What does the CP propose to do with
them? Shift them to homelands?

. “It wounld be an impossible situation.”

He then articulates an emotion, a reason for
his intention to vote “yes”, which the other
Chartwell residents, all white, reasonably af-
fluent and English speaking, have only hinted
at.

“Look, besides everything else, even if we do
have to put up security gates and carry guns —
isp't it time we gave the black people a
chance?”
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Farmer’s union upset
by business stance

GERALD REILLY e/

PRETORIA — The right-leaning Transvaal Agrical-
taral Union (TAU) has deplored fund-raising cam-
paigns by business organisations for a "yes” vote.

A TAU spokesman said at the weekend that the
TAU was disappointed that some financial instite-
tions were involved in collecting substantial funds to
market a certaip palitical direction in the coming
referendum. (& {084) 2| 37 (=

This “insensitive action” came at a time when
erganised agriculture was establishing an emergency
fund to provide droughi-distressed farmers and their
workers with basic necessities.

The TAU appealed to all financial institutions,
church organisations and sports bodies not to allow
themselves to be involved in publie and finanecial
sapport for the furthering of specific political direc-
tons. “This shocking action by certain finaneial insti-
tations ought to be stopped immediately,” it said.

Meanwhile, SHARON WOQOD reports that SA
Worla Cup cricket viewers will be nrged to vote “yes”
in the forthcoming referenduvm when faced with Pri-
vate Sector Referendom Fund advertising at the
matches in Australia and New Zealand.

In what they said was a major coup, the Private
Sector Referendom Fuond had managed to secore
advertising space at three of SA's World Caop cricket
matches, fund joint chairman Chris vap Wyk said at
the weekend. The advertising wonld appear at the
matches between SA and Sri Lanka, West Indies and
Zimbahwe.

The fand, launched early last week to promete a
“yes” vote, had been inundated with offers of finan-
cial support from all sectors of the business world. It
had received about R1,8m by Friday, said the fund’s
joint chairmen Van Wyk and George Thomas.

“The response has been overwhbelming. We have
had offers of assistance from all kinds of businesses,
raaging from communircation companies to printing
concerns and finance honses,” Van Wyk said.

At the weekend the Private Sector Referendom
Furnd and the National Party advertised extensively
on M-Net and took up full page advertisements in the
Sunday Press.
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The Argus Foreign Service '
-WA_SHINGTON. — The
Unifed States has
launched an international
relief effort to avert “a
n_1agog_,humanitarian cri-
sis” in Southern Africa
caused by the drought,
and may help by sending
millions of tons of emer-
gency food.
State Department spokes-
man Miss Margaret
Tutwiler said that teams
would be sent to 10 coun-
tries to assess the impact. of
the drought on food supplies
and to determine what help
_ the US, and other potential
dogx‘mrs,-_- could provide.
Preliminary estimates from -
i our missions in the region and
- from the Food and Agricultural
. Organisation indicate that food
_ imports to the region could top
.7 million metric tons from Asn-
gust 1992 to May 1993, com-
ggg:g to ntt;rmal impoertation
re ements of 2 milli -
Tic tons,” she said. on et
While more than half wouk
~be met through.commerdia%
purchases of food, primarily by
South A_fnca, “considerable do-
‘nor assistance will be:needed
to avert a major hunianitarian

Intens

ced that thé US
id; begiin: “intensive consitlta-
tions Wwilh other - potential dc-
nors to: develop ‘A-co-ordinated

“sin¢e early February the
drotght has been monitored by

~Crisis in;the-region”; i+

the Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance, the Office of Food
for Peace, the Famine Rarly
Warning System, the Agency
for International Develop-
ment's ‘Africa Bureay, the US
Department-of Agriculture and
the State Department.

“Later this month ... we will
be in a hetter position to gauge
how we can best respond. We
are exploring all available
funding options.”

- ‘Miss, Tutwiler said that in
‘some‘areas the drought was
thie - worst:this century and had

~come’ at 4 time when food re-
serves were already low due to
pooi harvests last year. -

‘Affected fareas, to which
teams fromi the Agency for In-
terﬂaf;iogal’Development would
be sent; included Angela,. Bo-
{swana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mo-
zambique, Namibia, South Afri-
ca, Swaziland, Zambia and
i-_Zimbabwe.

. International aid specialists
| estimate that the present US
i budget for food aid to some
- countries of Southern Africa
. would have to be greatly in-
: ereased if there was fo be a |

significant impact.

-~ There Is; 21992 budget allo-

~gation of about $138 million:
(R414 million) for direct food
aid-to Angola, Botswana,. Teso-
tho, Malawi, Mozambique and

Zammbia.-

|
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STt g3l
Heavy rain and hail
wreak havoc — but
drought unbroken

’l\:

Staff Reporters

Torrential rains, hail-
storms and whirlwinds
have caused damage
amounting fo millions of
rands io eastern and far-
northern Transvaal
areas, further hammer-
ing farmers

already
reeling
from a de-
vastating
drought.

On Monday
a hailstorm
destroyed
crops and left
a trail of de-
struction
through two
Tzaneen sub-
urbs.

Tzaneen
town clerk
Jan de Lang
said the

yesterday, municipal work-
ers were still removing large
trees

Although rain was desper-
ately needed in the north-
ern Transvaal, many maize
farmers did not plant this
year because of the unsea-
sonal drought and those who
did have suffered irrepara-
ble crop damage.

- The 35 mm
in Pieters-
burg had not
been enough
to ensure the
survival of
the veld.

Rainfall of
92 mm in the
Hoedspruit
district has
filooded the
Molohlapi
River.

More than
50mm was
measured in
the Kruger
National
Park. Other

- storm had
caused dam-
age amount-
ing to “a few million rands”.

On Friday storms in the
Piet Retief district wrecked
¢rops, ripped roofs and win-
dows from buildings,
disrupted telephone links
and caused extensive dam-
age to many homes,

Farmers in Tzaneen and
Piet Retief said they were
devastated by the heavy
hailstorms, which ruined to-
mato, banana, orange,
mango and tree erops.

- “This is the worst thing
that could haye hapoened,”
said a farmer near Tzaneen.

Soya bean crops in Dir-
kiesdorp, Thabo Springs,
Klipwal and Trustgebied —

among the worst hit areas — -

were flattened.

Five farmers in Sulphur
Springs in Moolman lost 500
hectares of crops, said farm-

Plummetlng temperatures

er Wimpie Scheepers.

Rain, hail and wind wiped
out "the soya bean crop,
which was worth about
R700000, he said. Up to
60 percent of the mealies had
been knocked to the ground.

Two irrigation systems
were also knocked down.

“The extent of the rest of
the damage is difficult to as-
sess at this stage. Some dam-
age cannot be assessed. How
do you value 100-year-old
trees which have been blown
over?” he asked.

Only one farmer in the ..
area had insurance while the
others had gambled with the
weather, Mr Scheepers said.

Although some places re-
corded up to 100 mm of rain,
the Weather Burean has
warned that “the drought
has not been busted”. The

from sfzzle'to shlver In Johannesburg in a week

rain has moved across to
Zimbabwe and no rain was

forecast in the Transvaal
On Monday night at least

100 houses in Aqua Park and
Premier Park in Tzaneen

were damaged by hail .

stones. Roofs of two houses
were blown off and low-lying
areas were flooded. Power
lines were smashed and
scores of cars were damaged
by failing trees.

Aqua Park resident Shep

, Lubbe said: “This is the first

time in my life I have seen a
_brick’wall completely blown
‘away by the wind.”

Up to*108 thm . { rain feil
in tess thdn an hot ; but very
little was recorc- 1 in the
catchment areas of major
dammns in the district.

Emergency services were
busy from lam and by late

- to avert “a major humani-

" countries of the region to as-

figures were:
Hazyview

and Nelspruit
40 mm, Volksrust 80 mm,
Witbank 33 mm, Belfast
37 mm and Witrivier 40 mm.

® Hugh Roberton reports
from Washington that the
United States has launched
an international relief effort

tarian crisis” in southern
Africa caused by drought,
and may provide tons of
emergency food supplies.

State Department spokes-
man Margaret Tutwiler said
teams would be sent to ail 10

sess the iiuvact of the
drought on food supplies.

-r

Affected areas included
Angola, Botswana, Lesotho,
Malawi, Mozambigue. Nami-
bia, South Africa. Swaziland.
Zambia and Zimbabwe, said
Miss Tutwiler.

Hard-hit farms
gain
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Govt 1
labour

LULLIGSLIC WOTKEers now on agenda

8199 ¢

TWO key labour laws could be ex-
tended to cover Sa’s 1,3-million farm
workers by the end of April

This was one of Several agreements
reached yesterday at the first meeting be-
tween new Manpower Minister Piet

is and the country’s two largest ia-
boor federations, Cosafyy and Nactu.

“We reached a number of concrete ar-
rangements ahout addressing issues ont-
standing since the departure of Eli Louw
Iast November,” Cosatn genera) secretary
Jay Naidoo said. "It was 2 Very construe-
tive meseting. It seerns it wilf he possible to
achieve a number of new agreements with
this Minister relatively quickly.”

According to Cosatu, Marais agreed that
amendments to extend the Basic Condi-
tions of Employment and Unempioyment
Insuranee Acts to farm workers must be
urgently processed through Parliament.
He undertook that this process wonid be
completed before the end of April.

It was agreed that discussions bettyesn
the SA Agricultyral Union, Cosatu/Nacty
and the Manpower Department shonid be
held as soon as possible to iron out prob-
lems with the extension of the legislation.

Manpower director-general Joel Fourie,
who was present at the meeting, stressed
that consultation with the SAAU was an
important part of the Process envisaged by
the Minister.

Organised agriculture indicated last

_ G
cover farm

@
S

[ ALAN FINE |

week it opposed extending the Basic Condi-
tions of Employment Act and other labour
laws to agricniture. SAAU chairman Boet
Fourie told a meeting of the Free State
Agricultural Union SAAU wanted separate
"agriculture-friendly“ labour iaws to
apply to the industry.

A draft amendment Bill published last
year provided only for limited speciai con-
sideration for agriculture, mostly related
tothe seasonal nature of the industry — for
example, longer working hours during
peak periods.

Manpower’'s Fourie said if consensus
could tiot be reached at the proposed con-
sultations, government would have to take
a final decision.

The union representatives also briefed
Marais on the proposed economic negotiat-
ing forum being discussed between the
unjons and organised business. “He lis-
tened carefully and we expect he will con-
vey our views to the Cabinet,” said Naidoo,

The extension of Iabour law to domestic
workers was also discussed. Cosatu said
Marais agreed to respond by mid-Apri] on
progress in processing legislation, includ-
ing how practical problems in extending
the Unemployment Insurance and Work.
men's Compensation Acts can be solveq,

Marais also agreed to convene a meet-

JTo Page 2
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Labour laws lc':{z???,_v

ing of wajor labonr relations parties to
discuss representation on the National
Manpower Commissign, This issue has de-
layed restructuring of the commission.
Government has proposed that a third of
the commission be made up of independent
experts. Labour, bowever, has proposed
that only it and business be full members,
This wountd effectively make the commis-
sion a Oegotiating forum, a situation the
department is nof comfortable with,

Cosatu said Marais undertook that there
would be no further delay in decisions on
the commission’s restructuring.

The meeting diseussed establishing g
“satisfactory tripartite pracess regarding
the implementatigp of & national training

—_—

strategy. A number of steps were set in
motion to ensure this process gets under
Way‘l’

1t also discussed “serious administration
problems” in the Industria] Court and it
was agreed to set up a joint working group
to investigate possible solutions,

Fourie said the main problem was de-
lays of up to nine months in the hearing of
cases in those regions that were particu-
larly overioaded with cases.

He said there had been a noticeable
improvement in relations between lahour
and the ministry. “There is more of an
understanding of the department's prob-
lems on their part. and we have a better
understanding of what tke unions want.”
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PROSPECTS for grazing and
' winter crops in the drought-
: stricken areas have improved
i slightly, but more rain is needed,
i says Dr FJ van der Merwe, so-
perintendent-general of Agricui-
tural Development.

This year less than 40 percent
of the normal maize crop would
be harvested,

There had also been an invert-
ed pattern of rain failing in win-

; fer rainfall areas, but not in. the. -
-normal summer raipfall areas:. -
-:Last.week the Newlands area”’
.|-had 69 mm, Ceres 43 mm. and’;
 Kirstenbosch 55 mm, while the ’
ymaize producing and summer

3

¢ in ‘the Transvaal had 4 mam. -

/ .Dr-Van der Merwe said.that
01 ary rain-in .
the drought-stricken Highveld

{ from August to Jamu
i
{

area:was far below.average —
500 mm. S

-This bad coincided’ with a heat
wave that had led to maize plants
not’being pollinated and few
seeds being formed.

230:mm instead -of the usual -

J_rain'fall areas stich as Heidelberg:

Rain now would not save the
maize crop, but would improve
grazing.

Farmers in the Free State and
Transvaal with winter crops such
as wheat would also benefit,

Stock farmers would face a se-
rious grazing and fodder problem
later i the year unless there was
good rain, There had been too bit-
tle so far,

Rain was also needed to top up
dams.

‘Winter crop plisghé
eased by light ‘rain

Dr Van der Merwe said that
while the position had improved
slightly, the serious drought was
by no mesns broken.

The drought had come unex-
pectedly after 2 wet cycle had
been foreseen. It was the last
straw for many farmers who had
been hit by drought and high in-
terest rates in the 1980s.

This was why the government
was planning aid programmes at
a high level and urgently.



Govt gives R20-m for food aid

statf Reporter {3190
, £l

The Government yester-
day announced that
| Rz0 million would be
made available for a
food assisiance pro-
gramme for farmers and
fheir labourers as a re-
sult of the drought.

To implement the pro-
gramme, the Minister of
National Health and
Population Develop-
ment, Dr Rina Venter,

yesterday handed a elie-,

que to the value of
R20 million to the Fe-
derale Vroueraad (Fed-
eral Women'’s Couneil)
which will divide the
money hetween its affi-
liated associations.

The women’s assoeia- -

tions will make the funds
available to district aid-
committees which will
“immediately” be estab-

lished in each magisteri-
al district to determine
the need for food assis-
tance as well as the
availability of resources.

If necessary, the dis-
triet aid committee will
apply for funds from the
affiliated women’s or-
ganisations. Farmers in
need of assistance can
also apply for assistance
directly from -iteir local
aid committee.

These committees will

consist of representa-

tives of the welfare com-
ponents of the provincial

. administrations as well

as the following depart-
ments and institutions:

® The Department of
Agriculture.

@ The SA Vroue Land-
bou-unie (Women's Agri-
cultural Union).

® The South African
Agricultural Unign.

Dr Venter said that the
public could egntribute
to the assistance ren-
dered by the Govern-
ment through the SA
Agriculturaltinion Re-
lief Fand, Boxil1508, Pre-
toria 0001. Cask pay-
ments could bgimade
countrywide~fo the
Schoeman Street:branch
of Volkskas (aécount
number 142-049-0815).

Further inquiries re-
garding the guidelines
for the allocation of
fonds can be made

® The Algemene Koit- ifiproughi ‘the Federale

missie vir Diens en
Barmhartigheid (Com-
mission for Service and
Charity) ef the Ned

" Vroueraad in Pretoria.

@ Drive for lower
food prices — Page 6




Pact ‘n”faii Workers deni

CAPE TOWN — Manpower director-
general Joel Fourie yesterday denied
the National Manpower Commission
had reached consensus on extending
labour rights to farm workers,

If consensus had been reached he-
tween employers and employees it
conld not usurp Parliament, he said.

Earlier, commission member
Dawie Bosch had said government
did not have to delay giving farm
workers basie legal rights as these
had heen agreed on. "

His remarks followed a statement
by Mappower Minister Pist Marais
that the Basic Conditions of Employ-
ment Act could be extended to farm
workers hefore the end of April, sub-

jeet to the commission:g eo%éensus.

Marais said this week amendments
to cover farm workers would be
islated before the end of Apr@

However, after rreeting Cos
and Nactu on Tuesday, he said the
process was subject to consensus be-

ing reached with the SA Agriegltural
Union, representing farmers.

According to Cosatu, the SAATT had
been party to negotiations an the
commission, which resulted in the
recommendation that existing Iabour
laws be extended to farm workers.

The SAAU has sinee said it sup-

ports a separate body of legislation
for agriculture, — Sapa.




Govt gwes R20m

ORIA ZGovernmient has allo-
cated R20m for a foofl programme
aimed at drought distressed farmers
-and their workers, National Health
.and Population Development Minis-
ter Rina Venter said yesterday. . ..

= Acheque was handed to the Feder-
aIe Vroneraad yesterday morming.
.The R20m will be divided among the
four affiliated women's associations
- which will distribute the cash to dis-
triet aid committees.

The committees are to be estab- |

-lished, immediately in -affecied

. maglstenal districts.. . e

- If resources-prove madequate the
commlttees can;apply for addltumal :
funds from afﬁhated weomen’s
organisations. ;...

Venter said the pubhc eeuld con-
tribute to the assistance programime.
Contributions may. be sent to the SA
Agricultiral . Relief Fund, PO Box
1508 Pretoria 0001.c .
OSapa'feporis Du:ban - harbour will
- handlé most of the £5-million tons of
maaize to be imported by S4, starting
in April. The port will handle 3,4

¢ million tons, Cape Town 475 000 tons

" and East London 330 000 tons.

Portnet rejected speculation it did
not have the capacity to handle more

I than &mﬂhon toms. .

r
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Afrikaner oasis

o

on the

S A 3]‘17—

Qra

ange

AS THE referendum baﬂle hots up one of the options being
debated is that of a 'white homeland” . MICHAEL SPARKS
visited the only existing example a year after it was
founded to see if has lived up to expectations.

ORANIA, like many rural

towns, is not one that
sleeps late. The sounds of
people working come
through the window soon
after the first rays of sun-
light.

The difference here is
that the people doing all the
physical work — mixing ce-
ment, emptying rubbish
bins, sawing wood, hammer-
ing pails — are white The
residents would not have it
any other way.

They see themselves as pio-

neers, the vanguard of an Afri-
kaner Volkstaat they hope will
extend far beyond its present
2700 ha in the northern Cape,
150 km south of Kimberley.
At first sight the town seems to
be growing rapidly. The origi-
nal 280-ha town was bought on
January 31 last year for
R1,5million and was officially
opened in mid-April with 11
people living there. The_ re-
maining 2 400 ha was bought in
August for R400 000.

Below the surface, lie seem-
ingly iniractable problems, eas-
ily uncovered by just a few
guestions.

There are 360 people living in

. Orania — well up from the first
few dozen real pioneers — with

"more coming in all the time.

Town Mapager Renus Steyn is
convinced that by the end of
March there will be more than
400 permanent residents, with
nearly 100 attending the school
which opened in June.

Water is the key to survival
of the town, which lies close to
the banks of the Orange River.

For R50 2 month residents
can have all the water they
need. It means the town looks
lush and green compared to the
dryness of the Karoo just a few
kilometres away. Homes can be
bought for between R31 000 and
R45 000.

Each new family has brought
a new skill to the area, result-
ing in new businesses opening
regularly. An ostrich farm, a
hardware store and supermar-
ket, a guest house whose owner
moved to the town from Hill-
brow.

Desiree Adendorff says many
people have a misconception of
life in the Volkstaat

“We do not want to chase
other nationalities into the sea
and suppress the blacks. We are

See Pages 5and 6

just after a quiet place"wﬁere
the Afrikaner can put his head
down — like the other races in
South Africa.

“There is a shortage of good
labour here, which means you
sometimes have to wait a while
until the person you want to do
the work is free,” she said.

At the tiny school, one of the
first projects tackled by the
emerging state, Afrikaner roots
enter the space age as bare-
foot kids are taught via a com-
puter-based education systermn.

The town has its first doctor,
but possibly because of the
healthy lifestyle, he spends
most of his time in neighbour-
ing towns — treating mainly
black patients.

“You have to be the first or
you dorm’t come at all, because

there certainly is not enough
work for more than one doc-
tor,” Dr Steph Nel said.

Esther Swanepoel runs a hair
salon from her home, which she
says is not as busy as it would
be in the city, “but that means [
have the time to clean the
bouse, and do the washing or
the iroming between custom-

None of the small businesses
seem the kind that could main-
tain a positive balance of pay-
ments if the dream of an inde-
pendent Volkstaat becomes a
reality.

There is much talk in the
town of the need to atiract fac-
tories to the area, which will
provide jobs and in turn attract
more people. But although no
factory roofs or assembly lines
are looming on the horizon, no-
one seems too concerned about
tke economic reality.
~ Danie van Rensburg, a share-
holder in the Orania manage-
ment service which currently
runs the town, echoed the senti-
ments of many when he said he
wanted to turn it into a first
world town.

“There is a study group look-
ing at the long-term economic
issues, and they see no problem
with it. Qur own people are
warning us against going for
big factories, but the potential
is there. Compare this with
what happened in Israel. We
can do it. We need to find some-
thing new that we can make
which does not exist, which we
can export,” he said simply.

“If the will is there and the
water is there and the land is
there, then we can succeed. We
have to, we have no optien”.




U family
plants roots

-n Orama
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- YANKEE Doodle has arrived

in South -Africa and is alive and
well living in Orania.
" The all-white town, which de-
scribes itself as the kernel of
the Afrikaner volksteat, a few
weeks ago welcomed their first
non-Afrikaner family — all the
way from the United States.

Tim Vaughan and his wife
Brenda immigrated tg South
Africa with their three.children
1% months age, and“another
baby has arrived sincéithen.

Mr Vaughan, who has a_de-
gree in fruit technology plans
fo'start a fruit nursery in Oran-
ia} which he believes would be
idealty suited to the conditions.

“The climate is perfect, the
land is inexpensive and for R50
a month you can get all the
water you can use,” he says,
talking in a strange mixture of
an American accent,iWith a
strong, guttural rolliqg,f.df the
r's_which he has piﬁ’}%q«d up
through speaking Afrikaans.

“We are very happy with {he
sehool system, and most people
are Calvinists like we-are or
hayve been affected by.the Cal-
vinist ethie,” he says.;-
. Mrs Vaughan adds:that the
.people are very friendly and
helpful and no one has laughed
at/their pronunciation of the
Afrikaans words they know.

“One reason for leaving the
United States was that they
found life there depressing.
“Hven homosexuals living fo-
gother are allowed to adopt
- kids,” Mr Vaughan says.

- Dauie van Rensburg, & share-
“holdér'in the Orania manage-
ment service, admitted it
would' be hard for the Ameri-
can family to adapt to life in an
Afrikaver volkstaat.

.41 really can’t see them be-
cofning Afrikaners’iff the true
senise of the word, ‘tut that is
not, jimportant. As lopg as they
see how the Afrikaner:lives and
study it, and see what an Afri-
kaner is, and then just go for it
If they adopt the Afrikaner
view.of Or approach to life,
then iﬁ,‘slj‘lv_b,ul'd be okay.”
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jndustries make up half of alt
South Africans earning above
R300 000 & year, the 931 Census
iscloses. (A

discloses.

These lucky 27 mega-buck
farmers and farm managers,
together with another 2821

earners in the “farming and

related occupations” oui-
numbered the 1000 doctors in

f' the same earnings bracket, the

\

} “They clearly escaped the bad

231 educationists, T1:sportsmen
and enterainers and 2 700 man-
agers and adrainistrators.

NOT ALL FARMERS
ING TE

Z-
qﬁmes experienced by less fortu-

i PINCH

nate colleagues in farming

The number of people in-
volved in agriculiure has
dropped by 27 m six
years ago. .

Statistics show 80 percent of
farm workers earn under RA00
2 ronth. The only category with
a lower income are domestic
workers.

Ninety percent earn under
R400 a meonth, although 52
«jomestic workers” earn abave
R300 000. They must work for
the Oppenheimers. ‘

l

sanroa §,
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SALES of commercial vehicles to
the agricultural sector are expect-
ed to plummet this year as a result
of the devastating draught affect.
Ing most of the graln producing

areas of South Africa.

“It's a very serious sifgation” says
Adolf Mooshaner, board member for
vehicles of Mercedes-Benz
of South Africa. “Farmers have been hard
hit by the drought and they will be

commercial

pulling out of the market
as potential buyers.”

He says that farmers,
along with the food indus-
try network that emarates
fram agricultural activi-
ties, have traditionally
contributed in the region of
15% of sales in the over
7500 GVAI vehicle cate-

BOTY.

“] predict their contribu-
tion to the truck market
will be almost nil this
year.” -
Brand Pretorius, man-
aging director of Toyota
Marketing Company,
agrees that the drought
will adversely affect sales
and particularly so in the
bakkie sector.

DECISICN

“Farmers have always
played 2 very important
role in the diesel I-ton seg-
ment of the market Qur
past owner profiles show
that more than 45% of die-
sel pick-ups were sold to
farmers. This has de-
creased lately, but it is still
in the region of 35% — S0
sales in this sector will de-
finately be adversely af-
fected,” he says.

Toyota has taken the de-
cision 1o cut back on the
production of diesel pick-
ups by 5%. “Howevet, this
decision was taken in the
tight of all influencing fac-
tors. of which the drought
was one,” says Mr Pretor-

ius.

“Not all South Afriga’s
farmers are in trozble
There are still those gut of
the drought regions who
are doing well atid who will
be buying this year.”

As regards the fmpact
on Toyota's medimm and
beavy commerciz] vehicle

‘sales, he does not see this te
be suhstantial.

“We sell between 25% to
30% of our heavy vehicles
to the government and the
majerity of the balance to
fleet owners. The contribo-
tion of farmers to medinm
vehicles sales is more sig-
nifieznt, bot even here they
do not constitute a major
portion of our sales,” ke
says.

Of concern to Mr Pretor-
ins, kowever, is the ripple
effect the dronght will
have ¢n other components
of the economy. This con-
cern was echoed by 2 num-
ber of other industry play-
ers, including [Nico
Vermenlen, director of the
National Association of
Auatomobile Manufacturers
of Sonth Africa {Naaimsa).

“The effect of the

domestic product in South
Africa by 0.5%. Inflation is
also expected to rise by at
least 0.5% as a direct result
of the drought.” he says.
“Vehicte sales and GDP
have traditionally had a
close correlation, $0 io-
stead of, say, a 5% rise in
unii sales for the year

By PATRICK D'LEARY

ahead, this will enfy be in
the order of 35%,” says Mr
Vermeulen.

It has been estimated
that some R25-billion will
be spent on importing

maize, which will be re- |

Hected in the surplns on the
current aceount of the bal-
ance of payments.

The coocern here is that
afl this will delay any re-
daction in interests rates,
which is seen 25 a key input
leading towards an im-
pravement in vehiele sales.

SLow

“Bven without the ef -
fects of the drought, any

in the curreat de-
pressed conditions willbea
slow process and a modest
improvement in the
varjous sectors is only like-
ly to oconT onee interest
rates start their long-
awaited decline and dom-
estic economic activity
levels record some im-
provement,” says Mr Ver-
menlen.

Another effect of the
drougat on the commercial
vehicle market is that
cash-strapped farmers are
expected to sell off their
existing vehicles.

|
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EASY RIDE . .. now that the access roads to the Katse dam site, part of the Lesotho Highland Water scheme, have
been built, contractors such as &G Transport have switched to vehicles which offer a smooth ride with maximum
payload. This is ane of J&G’s new Mercedes-Benz 2444S/30 Poweriiners on its way to the dam construction site
— See Back Page




Drought aid
welcomed®)

PRETORIA. — The
South Afriean Agricul-
tural Union yesterday
welcomed the govern-
ment’s R20million
drought-aid programme.

The money is being
made available for the
jmplementation of a
food programme for
farmers and farm work-
ers in drought-stricken

areas. .1 1D 3};‘2},
A further BRI has
been granted to Opera-
tion Hunger’'s feeding
development scheme.

A cheque for the
amount was presented to
Operation Hunger direc-
tor Mts Ina Perlman by
the Deputy Minister of
National Health, Mr
Fanus Schoeman, at a
function in Pretoria yes-
terday. — Sapa

—_
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DURBAN — The Conser-
vative Party land nego-
tiations started with
leaving the self-govern-
ing territories and home-
lands for specific ethnie
groups.

Party leader Dr An-
dries Treurnicht told a
Durban audience last
night that land outside
these areas was “white
territory”, although the
CP was prepared .{o ne-

_ gotiate final borders.

- . Before negetiating
- “our people out of land”
the CP would, however,

g0 back to the white
electorate.

Land outside the
homelands historically
belonged to whites and
that would be the CP’s
starting point in negotia-
tions with ethnic leaders,
Dr Treurnicht told about
600 supporters at the Ex-

The CP stood for"the
modern concept of a
commonwealth of na-
tions which would be pol-
itically independent and
economically interde-
pendent with co-opera-
tion in defence and for-
eign affairs.

. The time for black or
white domination was
past and the CP did not
want to dominate black
people ... “we want you
{blacks) to govern your-
selves”, he said.

His party would not
reimpose apartheid if it
came to power, but the
principie of self-determi-
nation would necessitate
the reintroduction of
laws such as influx con-
trol “to secure our own
way of life”.”

Several khaki-elad
AWB members and

di policy expl ned '?
bltion Centre. o hers sportmg AWB

T-shirts were seen
among the enthusiastic
crowd, and the organisa-
tiom’s southern Natal
leader General Nick
Fourie addressed sup-
porters briefly describ-
ing the Ystergarde as
soldiers who fought for
God and white people,
not as thugs as the press
depicted them.

Earlier, four black stu-
dents from Natal Techni-
kon who were covering
the meeting as part of a
project were refused
entry to the hall. !

Asked to comment
later, Dr Treurnicht said
it was not CP puolicy to
refuse anyone entry to
meetings although with
large groups tension
could arise. — Sapa. !

tReport by C Doonan. 35 Westgard
House, Gardiner 51, Dbm
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Govt ‘hunger’ grant
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By Dirk Nl G221

Transvaal Bureau

PIETERSBURG — The
Conservative Party has
noted “with dismay” that
the Government had don-
ated R10 million to Opera-
tion Hunger, CP health
spokesman Dr Willie Sny-
man said in a statement
yesterday.

“Apart from the known
fact that Operation Hunger
has close links with the ANC.
it has come to my attention
that-fands for the erganisa-
tion are used for purposes
other than those intended by
its founders,” he said.

Dr Snyman called onr the
Government to appoint a ju-
dicial inquiry or a commis-
sion representative of all par-
liamentary parties to investi-
gate the activities of the or-
ganisation.

“Should the Government
ignore this urgent request

from the CP, the party will
regard this as blatant approv-
al by the Government of the
squandering of taxpayers’
money,” Dr Snyman added.

An enraged Ina Perlman,
executive director of Opera-
tion Hunger, reacted with an
apen challenge to Dr Snyman
to risk “a very reat libel suit”
by spelling out. outside Par-
liament. the so-called “known
facts” about her organisation.

She also called on him not
to hide behind nuances and
hints but to reveal in public
his information about funds
which Operation Hunger had
allegedly used for purposes
other than those originally in-
tended.

“Perhaps before Mr Sny-
man spoke. he should have
consulted Werk en Qorleef, a
weliare group which s
backed to the tune of R30 000
a month by Operation Hunger
and where one of the top of-

-fice bearers is CP MP Kobus

Botha.” Ms Perlman said.
She said Operation Hunger

sl

ges rightists, .

was taking legal advice on
Mr Snyman's “scurrilous alle-
gations™.

@ The South African Agricul-
tural Union in a statement {0
Sapa said yesterday that
overwhelming reaction had
heen received to its recently
announced Emergency Aid
Fund for afflicted farming
communities.

Contributions were stream-
ing in from individuals and
organisations throughout the
country. SAAU  president
Boet Fourie said in Pretoria.

Within days of the an-
nouncement of the fund con-
tributions had reached nearly
R400 000.

The fund would be used to
contribute towards the essen-
tial personal expenses of

_ farmers. their families and

workers who were in finan-
cial need.

Contributions mayv be sent
to the SAAU Emergency Aid
Fund. Box 1508, Pretoria.
0001. The fund collection
pumber is 022002270005.

B I———————
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Is the priority(;;

Sowelen_

HAD hoped the column last week
[ Would generate anintense debate on the
[l environment - how we view it and how
f we infegrate it into our programme of
4 action - the fight for truth and Justice.
Mr Charles Ndabeni, amember of the South
~ African Council of Churches’ Justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation has written an effusive re-
sponse. .

He argues that the fight to save our environment
must be people-centred and reflect more on pecple and
theirrelationship with natyre. But I wiil not give myself
the burden of translating what he said.

Here is his responge:

‘As righifully indicated in the article, there is an
environmental apathy especially among the majority
of the people in this country.

Before any blame could be apportioned to any
PErsonororganisation, some serious analysis should be
done to identify the primary reasons for this state of
affairs.

1t should also be indicated that the struggle for
environmental justice in the world, and in South Africa
in particular, is a process that has been ongoing for
some time now. It has been happening without greater
public awareness.

Furthermore, land is central to environmental con-
servation in this country. There cannot be an environ-
mental conservation without addressing the question
of land - the 87 percent and 13 percent distribution.

This is precisely why the Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation (JPIC), a World Conncil of
Churches initiative, atits assembly in 1983 in Vancou-
ver called on the churches to engage ‘in a process of
mutual commitment to Justice, peace and integrity of
creation’,

Fhe problem with such an initiative is pulling it into
context for paricular countries - especially South
Alftica with its multi-dimensional problems. It also
goes with the kind of support it can gain within a short
space of time,

But because of the long struggle against injustice by
the majority of the people of this country, many
stractures and organisations already exist and are pres-
ently waging a strong battle against unjust laws and
practices in all fevels of socicty.

The JPIC process is not intended to operate inde-
pendenily of these, which includes advocacy work on
injustice issues, mainly restoration of human rightsand
distribution of the wealth, land and other resources.

Our country is plagued with injustice, oppression,
violenee and destruction of the environment, thus the
issue of the apathy on the already abused environment,
should not be seen as an isolateg incident compietely
divoreed from the pursuit for Justice and peace in this
couniry.

Because of the disproportionate distribution of land,
environmental concern or conservation has been and
continues to be the preserve of whites in this country
because of their standing relationship to the fand.

Let us just pavse for a minnte and think of the
following Act No 73 of 1989- Environment Conserva-
tion Actof 1989. There was no consuitation forsubmis-
sions from black people with reference to environment
conservation in South Africa.

Thereis close to more than a thousand conservation,
wiidlife and general environmental groupings in this

ROOTS

AN ENVIRONMENTAL COLUM

el

By MUSA ZOND!

country and all are predominantly white-controlled,
. Thereare very few biack faces in these organisations.
Surely there are good intentions and reasons for this.

Theoniy organisation well-known in the black commu.. 3

aity is the National Environmental Awareness Cam-
paign which is unfornately only based in Soweto,
The liberation movements have desks or depart-

ments already set up on environmental issues, Surely 8

these are good signs.

But in spite of these weli-intentioned efforts towards
achieving environmental conservation in South Africa,
the result just does not yield as yel what is desired,

This is true as we realise how disproporiionate desire §

and restlis. or how separate wishes and facts could be.
Butstill, who ean stop us from wishing and desiring for
a free, safe and ¢lean environment?

JPIC calls for action on environmental issues in this
country,

Al no point in time than today is the concern for 3

environmental conservation so urgent. But at the same
time, we also realise how blatant and devastating our
experience of apartheid is.

Maybe part of the reason for our lack of involvement
and participation on environmental issues, is that peo-

ple are presently preoccupied with violence and the B
unfolding political process, thus not giving much atten- §

tion to this important issue. But we also know that our
people’s desire for peace in South Africa is very strong.

Poisoning of the air and water. and increasin g loss of
soil fertility causes more diseases, hunger and anger.
Much of what js happening is the result of the apartheid
system in South Africa.

We need to:

@Affimm that God is in charge of creation, and that
He has coded a close bond between Jjustice, peace and
ttte well-being of the whole of creation,

®Work towards the creation of unity that seeks to

build trust and respect for each other’s differences.

@ Affirm that ali life is sacred and that we shall strive
together 10 stop the violence which our country is
presently engulfed in.

s

@®We shall create areas of wilderness as sanctuaries §

to be preserved for human contact with nature.

Together with many others, we can advance environ- :
rental conservation in South Africa. f will certainly go 8

along with a people-centred environmental ethic.

T also agree that our dreams for a new sociely cannot

remain drearns, thus our envisaged freedom and libera-

tion should include the liberation of the present unsafe 9
environment riddled with toxic waste deposits, pol- §
luted water resources, extensive deforestation, land §

degradation and soil erosion. ,




Steel,?/g/,L
union

THE National Union of
Steel and Aflied Workers
will meet in Atteridgeville,
- Pretoria, tomorrow to pre-
pare for its forthcoming
congress,

The meeting, which
starls at 9am at the
Atteridgevilie Comrmunity
Hall, will also plan for the
Heroes’ Day service 1o be
held next Saturday,

Nusaaw general secre.
tary, Mr Ndomane Tibane,
saidl.hemeetingwouldalso
discuss new wage rates for
its members in the irom,
steel, engineering and met-
allurgical industries.

[_&'____“—‘—_———‘* :
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ded by parents, teachers and directors of the schools,

It starts at 8am, 133l92. -

Mr Sam Mokgantsang, of the NECC, satd it was hoped
that the conference would sefop a monitoring group that
would investigate the activities of these schools,

The NECC had identified 40 inner city schools in and
around Johannesburg, he said Lo :

“Many of them charge high fess becanse they are not
subsidised,”’ Mokgantsang said. -

“Many parents cannop afford to pay these fees and thig
leads to these sehools becoming bankropt. In some cases
they close downand jeaye thensands of Ppupils stranded.*

He said his Organisation had embarked 0n a campaign
1o transfonm these “gppet academies into proper schools
and establish liable management structures to counter
corruption and exploitation””, '

200rnkon.
and issye

MEMBERS OF (ke
Doomkop 42 community
meet in Mosterlus on Sun.
day to discuss the response
of the Commiission of Land
Allocati itheir de-
mands, 2)Gen.
StrategissTor e con-
tinuation of the struggle 1o
reclaim their land will be
finalised, as decided a a
national workshop at
Wilgespruit Fellow Cenire
on February 23 and 24,
Spokesman Mr Kalyshi
said Botshabelp commities

- shouid a!soattendthemeet-

ing o “share ideas with the
Doorakop people’,

A mm




JOHN YELD
Environment Reporier

DRAFT changes to the Cape’s land
use planning legisiation will increase
secrecy and give greater powers to
officials if they are accepted as law, a
concerned landowner has told the
Ombudsman.

Mr Joh Groenewald, a co-owner of
the Groenkant private nature reserve
near Stiil Bay, also asked Ombuds-
man Mr Justice Van der Walt to con-
sider why Cape planning officials now
wanted to give greater powers to the
white “own affairs” minister when the
tricameral system was being phased
out.

Mr Groenewald said the Land Use
Planning Ordinance Amendment Bill
{Cape) had been tabled in parliament
and referred to the white “own af-
fairs” standing committee of the
House of Assembly.

He pointed out that the new Bill fol-
lowed hard on the heels of highly-crit-
ical comments by a Supreme Court
judge on the secret way in which
Cape provineial authorities had deait
with a development application at
Langehaan.

Granting an interdict in Decemnber
preventing Myburgh Park Langebaan
{Pty) Ltd., from proceeding with a
fownship development at the lagoon,
Mr Justice JH Conradie expressed
unease at the “alarmingly secretive”
way in which the ge-ahead for the de-
velopment had been obtained from
authorities.

Mr Groenwald also reminded the
Ombudsman of the controversy over

TR

Changil(l%’é@ land
use laws ‘will
foster secrecy’

I%‘pmem‘. at Ystervarkfontein near Still
ay.

According to the memorandum to
the Bill, the minister would be em-
powered to issue conditions for town-
ship development and “the right to ap-
peal is limited”, Mr Groenewald said.

The memorandum neglected to
point out that the Bill scrapped the
requirement to advertise such condi-
tions and delegated increased powers
to officials.

The Bill also contained changes to
the way in which affected landowners
had to be informed and in which the
public was notified through the media.

“These (mew) definitions mean that
an official can decide who will be af-
fected by a land use appiication,
whether he wants to inform such an
affected landowner, whether he can
or will obtain his address, and how he
will inform this affected landowner.”

As part of the normal democratic
process, the process of land use plan-
ning — iscluding decisions, depar-
tures, rezenings and changes — re-
quired that interested parties were
informed, Mr Groenewald said.

However, the Bill scrapped the
words “advertise” or “advertisement”
in seven places and referred instead
to “notify”.

This meant that advertisements in
newspapers would not be necessary.

The Bill included a clause which al-
lowed officials charged with specific
responsibilities to delegate their au-
thority to other officials. This had giv-
en rise to several controversies in the
Cape,

The Bill also appeared to channel
responsibility upwards to the minister

| CPA planning permission for a devel- awav from the Administrator. _ ___ |
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FARM DEBT

Swapping out of trouble? (D con

With total farm debt fast approaching
R20bn, can a crisis be averted by banks and
other creditors taking eguity in the debt-
ridden farms? In the Eighties, money-centre
banks traded much of the uncollectable debt
they held for equity in the State-owned com-
panies and other asseis of Sonth American
countries. Now a similar scheme is proposed
for SA’s failing farm sector.

Bankorp executive chairman Piet Lieben-
berg made the proposal at this month’s annu-
al Agricultural Cutlock Conference in Pre-
toria. He said the structure of the farm debt
crisis suggested that the best way out would
be “fairly large-scale debt:equity swaps” be-
tween farmers and their creditors, including
the Land Bank and farm co-operatives.

“Debt-ridden farmers, together with a
consortium of institutions, largely consisting
of the Land Bank, co-ops and commercial
banks, would become co-shareholders in
large, new agricultural companies or several
smatler companies,” he said. These com-
panies would comprise several farms.

Farmers and their workers counld be hired
as staff, and farmers, who would still hold a
stake in their farms, would play 2 significant
role on the board of such companies and
share in profits.

“Such a scheme would reduce (and even
remove) the heavy burden of escalating in-
terest on farm debt,” Liebenberg told dele-
gates. “Farmers (and their employees)
would remain on the land, allowing them the
opportunity of starting afresh on a farming
career, with no or very little debt.”

Creditors would swap their cutstanding
debt for equity in the companies, with the
sharcholding determined by their share of
the debt.

And, with large institutions then playing a
key role in farm mamagement, significant
apportunities would be created for “special-
isation, optimal utilisation of implements,
risk-spreading and tackling important land
and farm conversion projects.”

Builing out

The State, Liebenberg added, could issue
guarantees that would enable banks to con-
vince depositors that the risks of such a
scheme were low, The spin-off for the State
would be that farmers would be kept on the
land without significant additional demands
on the fiscus, he said. Over the past decade,
taxpayers forked out more than R4bn to bail
out debt-ridden farmers.

“Necessary legal changes should, if at all
possible, be put throngh parliament during
the current session,” he said.

Frans van der Merwe, superintendent-
general of the Department of Agricultural
Development and a member of a State-ap-

pointed committes to study solutions to the
farm debt crisis, says the committes lms
noted Licbenberg’s suggestion.

“This is a strange new idea for agriculture,
but we have open minds. We welcome this
new thinking and will investigate it further.”
Van der Merwe was to meet Liebenberg this
week to discuss his proposal.

Not all agricultural economists are enthu-
siastic about debtiequity swaps. Fraus
Venter; First National Bank’s chief agricul-
tural adviser, says: “If farming could be done

Down on the farm ...

soon he may be
working for the company

more saccessfully by big companies, they
would be in there doing it. We prefer mini-
mising our risks by appointing caretakers on
the farms we have bought, and then selling
these off once the market turns round.”

Trust Bank senior agricultural economist
Pine Pienaar says that while the scheme
would be fine “if it could be implemented,
the issue is who would be in charge of the
whole operation, especially with various
creditors involved.”

He adds that local creditor committees,
appointed by Agriculture Minister Kraai
van Niekerk to investigate farmers’ debt
problems under the chairmanship of local
magistrates, might be the t solution.
Forced szles would depress farm values and
further harm creditors’ security.

SA Agricuitural Union senior economist
Johan Pienaar says Liebenberg’s suggestion
needs careful consideration.

“Such a scheme might have merits, espe-
cially if 2 number of farms share economies
of scale through the combined use, for exam-
ple, of costly farm implements that are often
under-utilised on individual farms.”

Bankorp chief economist Nick Barnardt,
who brainstormed the debt:equity swap idea
with Liebenberg, says companies could be
formed in geographical areas, where the
same farming conditions would facilitate

= 33192

joint control and planning over a large num-
ber of farms.
“Farming risk could be memxsed by

combining farming operations. Now, indi-

vidual farmers try to do this by running a
number of farming operations on one small
unit — maize, wheat, sunflower, sorghum,
soya, cattle and sheep. Using the corporate
approach, economies of scale could be en-
hanced if some farmers specialised only in
maize, others in sunflower and so on.”

Is this not Soviet-style collectivism in an-
other guise? No, says Barnardt. Pooling re-
sources to reduce risk is typical of corporate
operations in the private sector, where share-
holders pool their capital and share profits
generated by management and workers. And
the scheme would certainly not eliminate
competition because thousands of farmers
would remain independent.

“Farmers have tried the purely individual-
istic approach and in many ‘cases it has
obviously not worked in SA’s high-risk farm-
ing environment — farm debt is continually
escalating.”

To assess whether any farmer could par-
ticipate in the suggested scheme, the land
would have to be properly valued to deter-
mine the pro rata shareholding of creditors
and the farmer. “For example, if 60% of the
land’s value is encumbered, this would be the
joint pro rata shareholding percentage of all
creditors, while the farmer would retain a
share in the overall company equal to 40% of
his farm value,” Barnardt says.

“Co-operation, and
not coercion, would be
the name of the game.
Better management
controls and improved
economies of scale
would add to the at-
traction of the debt:
equity swap option.
And a measure of
meritocracy would be
brought in by allowing
the most successful farmers the most say in
helping to run the joint operation.”

Legal problems to be sorted out would
involve the Land Bank, which often holds
first bonds and might not be prepared to
water down its security. But the Act govern-
ing the Land Bank’s operations, as well as
the Co-operative Act, could be changed,
should government decide to support the
scheme, Barnardt says.

For his part, Land Bank MD Fanie Hugo
says debt:equity swaps should be placed on
the table for discussion by all the players in
agriculture, though the State’s regional debt
committees involve the same players and
seem to focus in the same direction. u

Liebenberg
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Govt aids farmers
and needy w tes

GERALD REILL

PRETORIA — Five days before the refer-
endum, government has announced pay-
ments of R70m to help needy white fam-
ilies pay new compulsory school fees and a
RI10m concession to struggling farmers.
The R70m will help parents at the serni-
private Model C schools which will replace
most state schools on April 1. There will be
no payments to schools that opt to retain
the status quo and levy voluntary fees.
Southern Cape grain farmers are to
benefit from a R10,5m interest subsidy on
additional carrycgelbdwa? and on hew pro-
duction credit. f
Education and Culture Mlmster Piet
Marais alsp said his department would
consider representations to retain the ser-
vices of key education personnel until the
end of the year. Between 4000 and 11.000
teachers face retrenchment from April 1.
Marais said the R70m aid to needy fam-
ilies-would be paid according to a fixed
scale. It had been made available under
extremely difficult corcumstances: -
Amnouncing the aid to grain farthers,
Deputy Agricalture Minister Tobie Meyer;
said substantial erop losses in the area had

- been caused by abnormal weather. .

- Subsidisation of rates on new production

_ credit for 1992 crops would be limited to

the difference between 8% and the current
Land Bank inferest rate. The amount
subsidised is imited to R250 000 per pro-
ducer per year and applies only to those

with proven crop damage in 1991
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Afier a good claims year, co-operative crop
insurer Sentraoes has handed back R10m as
a discount to policyholders. It's the third
time that Sentraoces has made such a gesture.

Dominating the crop insurance market
with a share of about 80%, Sentraces’ only
serious challenger is Commercial Union,
which is in partnership with First Bowring to
service the remainder of the market. While
there is never a mention of a rate war, CU
tends to quote slightly lower rates to compen-
sate for the co-operative advantages that
Sentraoes offers farmers.

With CU having declared that it wants a
third of the total market, Sentraoes has no-
ticeably stepped up its advertising spending
in the last year. CU says that is good for the
industry because it heightens awareness of
the need for crop insurance.

It’s a volatile business, with hail incidence

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY
P 1303092 (2)CPn
the key to profit. Sentraces chairman Johan

Taljaard notes that 1991s net income of
R42m, the best result since the co-op opened
its doors in 1970, followed an R11,6m loss
the previous year.

The difference in the claims settled be-
tween the two seasons exceeded R100m, de-
monstrating “the unpredictable and uncer-
tain forces that influence the crop insurance
business, as well as the need for sound re-
serve funds and a set policy towards reinsur-
ance.” The co-op’s record surplus came in a
year when the amount of cover extended was
down from R2,1bn to R1,8bn.

The decision to repay R10m — beneficia-
ries included even those who had claimed
during the season — was taken after reserves
soared to R104m. The directors, says Tal-
jaard, bad previously decided that a reserve
of R74m was sufficient for the amount of
business that the co-op now writes. The sal-
vency margin is 73,3%.

Underwriting crop failures, taken over the
medium term, is a sound business because
insurance is virteally an input cost to many
farmers who face pressure from bankers to
take out insurance, particularly if they oper-
ate in hail belts. But attempts to persuade
farmers to insure against risks other than
hail have had only limited success. Tzljaard
comments: “If one takes into account the
vast part of crops not insured, one realises
the extent of the challenges that still exist.”l
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