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MICHAEL MORRIS
Political Correspondent

ORE than half of

South Africa’s top

amn_,m_.oz.amwwwm
and more than two thirds

of the Supporters of the
major politica] parties
want parliament to re-
main in Cape Town.

This emerges from an attj.
tude survey by the University
of Stellenbosch’s Centre for
[nternationaj and Compars-
ive Polities.

The Survey, conducted
imong 1 457 “opinion-leaders”
1 business, the military, by-
eaucracy, agriculture, aca-
emia, the right-wing parlia-
1ent, media, ang the church,
WS, 62 percent support for
*eping. parliament i Cape
wn ﬁmr only 30 percent fa-

VOUring a move tg Pretoria,

About sjx percent of the pe-
Spondents were undecided.
This follows 1 poll by the
Institute for UmEcnwm@ in
South Afrieg (Idasa) 1ast year
in which 51 bercent of respop-
dents wanteq parliament tg
Yémain in Cape Town and 23
percent favoureg Pretoria,
The Stellenbosch Survey

that supporters of

the three majn parties in the

national y

port for Cape Town” Afri-
¢an Nationga] Congress (60
Dercent), Nationa] Party (63
bercent) and Inkatha Free-
dom Party (71 percent).

Similar Support levels were

evident among supporters of
the smaller parties.

Support in the provinces is
also pro-Cape Town.

The survey finds that keep-

ing parliament in Cape Town
is not as g

in the w:wmmnnﬁn% {49 per-

trongly Supported

nity
are “unequivoea] ip their syp-

count when jt gets round to

ision, the report
Says “it seemg that parlja-

institution may

making a dec

ment as ap

also he legitimised more easj-
ly if it stays in Cape Town”,
The pollsters believe “South
Africans are largely uneasy
about the Concentration of
Power in the Gauteng region”

Programme funds coylqd end

Up being wasted op new par.
liamentary buildings,
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has no such attrac
Capital were to pe moved,

Nafcoc Gauteng Genera] Secretary Mashudu Ra-
' the decision tq A
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By ANTHONY JOHNSON
Political Correspondent

GAUTENG yesterday suffered a double
blow in its tug-of-war with the Western
Cape over the siting of Parliament.

First, the Pretoria Capital Initiative

({PCH) acknowledged that it had got it esti-
mates for moving Parliament from Cape

" Town to Preforia wrong.
~ Then;the Western Cape branch of

Double blow to Parliament DIC|
T 2 ”5?6- ”. iﬁﬁ%ﬁ fepresent |

| “& struction companies in Pretoria to wrest
the ! Parliament from
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TNatinnal African Federated Chamber of ply expedien
Commerce (Nafcoc) slammed its Gauteng the thinking of Nafcoc as a whole.
counterparts for siding with “Pretoria’s

greedy graspers” in the battle for the sit-
ing.

Nafcoc’s Western Cape president Mr
Temba Pasiwe attacked a decision by the
Gauteng chapter of Nafcoc to support the
efforts of property developers and con-

“We need unity and stability right now, |§
not selfish behaviour by the prosperous §
Gaunteng business community,” he said.

The Cape-based Citizens’ Alliance for §
pParliament co-convener Dr David Bridg- |
day noted that two independent §
by a margin of two to one, §

that South Africans believed Parliament
the Mother City as wgim- should remain in Cape Town.
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Support for
Parli '

amen

( 204A)

By Ismail Lagardien [ -

INFLUENTIAL South Africans and those in “decision-
making positions” have joined ordinary folk in support for
‘retaining Parliament in Cape Town. -
In its annual Attitude Survey: Opinion Leadérs;.the
Centre for International and Comparative Politics at the
University of Stellenbosch has established that 62 percent
of people polled preferred Cape Town against 30 percent

who preferred moving Parliament to Prétoria. o
“In other words, roughy two thirds of the country*s.top
decision-makers want parliament to remain in ‘Cape
Town,” the survey concludes. L EE
The three main partners in the Government of National
Unity “were unequivocal” in their support of retaining
Parliament in Cape Town. Smaller parties were-also-in
favour of Cape Town. ' E
Supporters of the Inkatha Freedom Party and the ANC
made up.the largest bloc of undecided respondents... .
Surprisingly the home provinces of the respondents
showed great support for Cape Town, In the old Cape
| Province there was 87 percent support for Cape Town —
| in Natal the support was 70 percent and 65 percent in the
Free State. Evenmore surprising; more people polledin the
former Transvaal (47 percent) favoured Cape Town while
44 percent preferred Pretoria.
«“These findings clearly indicate that approximately two-
thirds of Scuth Africa’s top decision-makers are in favour
of keeping Parliament in Cape Town while abouta third are

in favour of relocating it to Pretoria.

| Africa (Idasa) last year found that 55 percent of;people
|'} across the board supported the pro-Cape Town lobby-.as
| opposed to 23 percent dgainst . -

The Institute for a Democratic Alternative in South
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Outcast in realm

CHIEF Everson Xolo is
like a voice in the wilder-
ness in Kwazulu Natal’s
politics of traditional lead-
ership.

When chiefs met in

Ulundi three weeks ago to
reaffirm Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi’s position as tra-
ditional premier of the
kingdom of Kwazulu, Chief
Xolo was not there.

The hereditary chief — a
former Kwazulu govern-
ment minister — was not
even invited.

And if the march to King
Goodwill Zwelithini’s Non-
goma palace had not, as
reported, been prevented
by President Nelson Man-
dela’s intervention, Chief
Xolo would have been
among a handful of chiefs
in the province missing
from the procession.

But he has not always
heen an outcast.

When Zulu traditional

.authorities met 24 years

ago to lay the foundation
for the former Kwazulu
government, Chief Xolo
was a key player. ‘
Together with Chief
Buthelezi and four others,
he was one of the first
executive councillors of
the Zulu Territorial

fellow chiefs who are most-
ly 1FP-aligned.

Nowadays, he says, ke no
longer receives invitations
to Ulundi to join other tra-
ditional leaders to discuss
matters close to his heart
— such as the establish-
ment of a house of tradi-
tional leaders or the sour-
ing in relations hetween
King Goodwill and Chief
Buthelezi.

“I am a Christian and I
refused to co-operate with
people who wanted me to
give them government
guns to kill their political
opponents,” is how he

‘T am a Christian and I refused to

co-operate with people who wanted

me to give them government guns
to kill their political opponents’

“——_—.“

Authority. Chief Xolo later
served as Minister of
Roads and Works until
1978.

Today he is a marked
man and is in hiding. He no
longer lives among his
75 (00 subjects. _

Four wodL e e

ets into
%ﬁd December 30 1993
as he droyve home from a
tribal meeting. _

Seven months later his
house was razed to the
ground and two months
ago a marauding band of
armed men left 14 people
dead in Gcilima, one of
Chief Xolo’s tribal wards.

As regional secretary of
the Congress of Traditional
Leaders of Southern Africa
(Contralesa), Chief Xolo 1S
on a collision course with

describes the source of his
troubles.

Like most chiefs in the
province, Chief Xolo
received several G3 rifles
from the former Kwazulu
government and was asked
to recruit people to under-
go weapons training in
Ulundi.

“I was given those guns
to protect government
property — not to issue
them to people who wanted
to kill,” he said.

“I have no security at the
moment and that is why we
are asking the State Presi-
dent to provide us with
security and to pay our
stipend.

“If we are all treated
uniformly across the coun-
try there will be no need

Goud;
NO LOUNGER
WELCOME ...
heredita
chief an
Contralesa
regional
secretary
Everson Xolo
is a marked
' man. He Is in
hiding after
~ surviving an
assassination
attempt and
an attack on
his home

Flcture:
- % MS ROY

for us to be aligned politi-
cally,” he said.

He knows he is swim-
ming against the tide. Out

of agfrn_xi ately 300
' .

chiefs

- ,j_!f"'i'

chiefs in Kwazulu Natal,

only about 30 are members

of Coniralesa. Of those, |

only three — including
Chief Xolo — publicly
proclaim their allegiance
to the organisation.
“Many more do not want
to be-manipulated by poli-
ticians, -but chiefs fear
their stipeid can be with-
drawn:. o

Kwazulw government. did- F

to King:

ini some years ago when -
he failed to toe the line,”

Chief Xolo said.

He supports a resolution.
taken.:by the ANC’s.

national .conference -in
Bloemfontein two weeks
ago that chiefs be paid by
the national government to

free them from Inkatha |-

control.
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Late last Huuslng
Minister ?ng:mnvu was still -
working on his dream to huuse"t%
the nation. At 3 am today, he
died in his sleep after & fou~

ﬁarﬂghtagainsinamaruﬁhe
ne Marrow.

One of his closest comrades

and friends, President Nelson * glo“thlnﬂng |

Mandela, spent 40 minutes  Tie Was In the fg’*ﬂ'““t: ;{
with him Iast night. ++ the movements major poliioal

" A veteran campaigner for 2P Ary campalgns. Joe

democracy and nonracialism, = Ve 8menolaction’p o b

Slove smbe . Paying tribute tao Siovo, .
his B,ﬂig‘ﬁ intorvéntions 1n Jras l tﬂgf“mg::;"“” Ma- "

the struggle while in extle as “He was tha'api ome of

in
National Pargy - ons P e those n the sirugglf whose -

commitment was to
SIWU. AN eAr ly member of Mike F{I’Wldﬂ kagmﬂn o

Emntuwamﬂm;heaied for the Soutl qn “ I

aratlunﬂdmmnnd while g mIiual.hEh 0 | ‘:m'H
exile — which made him ex. 108 his appoiniment as Houg-

tremely unpopular among EE t’ﬁﬂmﬂtﬂl‘uﬂﬁi%o Elqvo hn.d

many whites, but & hero tn

black the challenge of putting tlm
South Aﬂ"ims . country together via housing, "h

Slovo's spokesman Stephen © ™,
Lauler sald the minister had t'{lﬂﬂ “ﬂﬂmﬁoﬂ that with-
met the director-general of ““t m Wh mﬁy “’”‘m
housing, Billy Cobbett, yesten i 10} AX6 1, o

Asked about tho effect nf
day and spent much ufhladay
working on the campaign to 3‘“‘“’“ 8 deaih.op housing™

glisinita Nt Tk ol S
e m :
on December 7 — phssad - with the right people and had -

SluvundrattWhltaPaperun ~oom lﬂtﬂﬂ“muﬂh un:l-w
H("P%nat be hie. 1 f mnﬂt be totgat e %‘?
W"/J aMi ' Jﬂ' EH“HW blﬁkﬂ
0
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bered for bis brilliant interven- -« gq g Boerd, ald 1 wa ._ i st R

ﬁurl:n around the negotiating *ony i ﬁ - L b : By e

w medtm th:;NG g;}vd W s i . N xﬂ%m I ey Ay T,g,t
' Argued 8 =y < . " T U Wh Ay w .:,!I‘*,- R 7

ern lﬁ-p Natioral Unity ﬁ.u:r i‘knaw Whgw hecame‘h o R e B : ' \

ghould be: lishéd and etvil ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂrﬁ Bllﬂ‘ ﬂl‘ﬂt

servapts be' guaranteed thefr \
jobs -~ an imtervention which l‘-:luﬂtﬂﬂnﬂs Jtt: told us

cleared the way for last year's
historic election, + ﬁuﬁ:‘ e 4fiocs to listan o °
Mendela visited Slovo’s fam, Bd% e, H

b LS

Wﬂtn am (Oﬂﬂy i In thn lﬂat l!lﬁtllﬁ"a i‘J }.I pil ?i\‘i:.]r', .. s i ' | T{%ﬁ ‘?P‘l'“ 1
dont’s offie, Jool Neront. +ioiore be diod, Blow held'a), CL.0 m'.;.:.nu.""“" e, broken e Boan ’

office, Bhi- in : : “WE EI END SPECM.LS +
tenzhe, sald Mandela had been mmmm{;ﬂ& at of thy iw- ~

consuiting with Deputy Presl  ¢ryment's draft Whlta Papqr *ﬁ%}% N i 114-;'1,_'#;_*:". ,L

dent Thabo Mbeki, Constitu-- . g5 /nofoommunlsts. Former SRl
tlonal Assembly chairman At that oconsion he was 'ﬁfs& nofl.of Churches gmmJ %&memiw T
Cyril Ramaphosa and SA Com- . clearly very Il and had his left o) and 4probiem that ‘Christiang and’ N
gb&ﬂmﬂt ﬁl’t}' s%nﬂﬂm Eﬂﬂﬁiﬂl’fq{ . amina He bravely ex-  theologlan:Dr Beyers Naude oommunists could stand- “"}r i H
o ula Silloo Rows ol | plained sway this Injury, 'say-  said Bieitid first met Slovo, . gother: and he Gl R
was recelved. Jﬂsﬂmﬂwmﬂlﬂtm “rock-  whils hb was sl in exile, . marked:*'Why shouid that lﬁ o
He said funeral arran léks decision to take a holi- “Iwmmfm-wm“ tnevedible?, * said Naude. Froe v BLEREES

. L]

' ety 'P*‘a v

_thpowq_. S PERREAR |
{E..':- y ' '.l.'llr "j‘“. IIII- 'F . ] ',T"I'1‘|.

ments would be made after day". He sald he had fallen . éach other for the first o 2 Ll llOl‘lCEﬁ“
consultation with the family. ©  while running up some steps . mﬂmmmm ainnamy 3'““! o Ih“ufﬁ:lglhi“ e 8 it - I g
Mandela hafled Slovo as one  from an East London beach he displayed, W gmm v ' courage, describod his months '-;-:: SR R A ~;
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~ perceptions were pir
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_

South Africa, his image
among whites or, more ac-
curately, an influential sector
of them, began io change. He
came {o be perceived as an
avuncular figure who exer-
cised a moderating influence
on radicals in the SACP and
the ANC. He was increasingly
seen as a benign social demg-
crat rather than a diehard
communist. These changing

»Em%n by
a number of factors. ) *.’

One was his role in steering
the SACP away‘from its Sta-
linist past, as manifest, pre-
eminently, in his seminal dis-
cussion paper: Has Social-
tsm Failed? In that paper,
drafted shortly before F W de

‘| Klerk’s celebrated speech of
'} February 2 1990, Slovo la-

mented the divorce that had
occurred between socialism
and democracy in eastern Eu-
rope and the Soyiet. Union,
and commitied the' SACP to
muitiparty democracy.

At its congress in December
1991, the SACP entorsed mul-

tiparty démocracy, a concept

m_.._ which it had sneeringly re-

ferred to_as “bourgeois de-

mocracy” in the past. .
Another factor was Slovo’s®

pivotal role in persuading the
ANC to accept power-sharing
as an interim measure during
the transition from racial oli-
garchy to nonracial democra-
¢y. He saw it as a vital mea-
sure to ensure that South
Africa’s infant democratic
order was not strangled at
birth by rebels in the white-
dominated security forces and
civil service. His view pre-
vailed after vigorous debate in
mmzo and SACP ranks.

Under Slovo’s influence, the
SACP appeared to put social-
ism — in the sense of public
ownership and control of the
economy —— on the back burn-
er. [t accepted the need for a
mixed economy, concentrated
O making a success of what
it labelled the national-demo-
cratic revolution and, signifi-
cantly, warned against “artifi-

.clal leaps into collectivism.”

But for conservative whites,
Slovo’'s short spell as Minister
of Housing in Mandela’s Cabi-
net was of decisive impor-
tance in redeeming him in
their eyes. The man once
feared as a doctrinaire socia-
list came to be seen as a prag-
maitist.

/:His pragmatism was mani-

I

el

est'in the way in which he .

Slovo ... former bogey-

man came to be seen as an

avuncular figure exerting a
moderating influence.

wooed bankers, persuading
them to stop red-lining poor
black areas and, instead, to
join forces with him in & drive
to establish a foundation from
which {o launch a plan to
build 300 000 a houses a year,

In return, Slovo gave bank-

-€rs a guarantee: the Govern-

ment would make good their
investments!if black home

v F

owners reneged én masse on

their commitments, or if a
breakdown in law and order
make it impossible for bonds
to the repaid.

To fulfil his commiiment,
Slovo urged the ANC's black
constituents to end rent bov-
cotis.

Slovo minced no words in
his address to delegates at a
housing conference in Botsha-
belo in October. “Those of you
who are continuing with boy-
cotts are stabbing in the back
your brothers and sisters,” he
sald. “They are knocking Nel-
son Mandela, our first demo-
cratically elected president.”

Later, in one of his last
press interviews, Slovo said:
“I don’t believe leadership
should follow in the wake of
popular prejudice. We should
not ride roughshod over what
people think, but in the end
you have to provide political
leadership. If one becomes un-
popular, so be it.”

While winning over the
hankers, Slovo persuaded the
South African National Civie
Organisation to throw its con-
siderable weight behind the
campaign to end the culture
of non-payment.

His steadying influence pre-
vailed over the swashbuckling
style of Gauteng Premier

..,:.

, Mr-Hyde

S04

Tokyo Sexwale an hou
ing MEC, Dan Mofokeng. They
talked extravagantly about
building 150 000 houses in
Gauteng alone in the first
year, al the cost of bonding
themselves to a single con-
struction company.

Where they adopted a
scornful attitude to proposals
to help poor people upgrade
their houses gradually, Slovo
spoke admiringly about the
spirit of people who were pre-
pared to contribute their
sweal and meagre financial
resources to the rebuilding of
South Africa.

Slovo was, however, not al-
lowed to forget his long si-
lence, and that of the SACP,
on the crimes of communist
generalissimos, from Stalin to
Brezhnev. One of his fiercest
crities was Pallo Jordan, g fel-
low ANC leader.

Ini & celebrated article in re-
Sponse to Slovo’s monograph,
Has Socialism Failed? Jor-
dan wrote: “One cannot light-
ly accept at face value Com-
rade Joe Slovo's protestations

-about the SACP’s non-Stalin-

ist credentials . . . Any regular
reader of the SACP’s publica-

tions can point to a consistent

patiern of ‘praise and support
for every violation of freedom

W

._ﬂ..:
I]! -

ites

perpeirated by the Soviet
leadership, both before and
after the death of Stalin,”
Shortly before his death,
Slovo expressed regret ghout

his uncritical supporti6f:the -

Soviet Union and its model of
socialism: “T was wrong and I
am ashamed of some of the
traps that I was led into.” His
remark, however, contamned
an element of self-exonera-
tion. He was “led into a trap”.
He did not willingly enter it,
Shortly before his..death,
Slovo’s comrades bestowed on
him the ANC’s highest hon-
our, the Isithwalandwe/Sea-
parankoe award. Mandela
praised him as a strategic
thinker and a man of intellec-
tual courage, a judgment few
would dispute or begrudge.
His courage during the last
weeks of his life was inspir-
ing. Diagnosed as having can-
cer of the bone marrow in
mid-1991, Slovo soldiered on
bravely, urging friend and foe
alike to commit themselves to

- M der =

- L o o .,

the task of building a new

South Africa based on free-
dom and justice.

He eschewed sympathy and
curiosity as he visibly wasted
away. "“Life is a terminal ill-
ness,” he said. “For you, for
me, for everyorie.” .
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Praise from across the spectrum

“JOE Slovo was a great patriot who
avoided the lifestyle of the priv-
ileged minority to live by the non-
racial ideal of the African National
Congress.”’” — Parliamentary
Speaker Dr Frene Ginwala.

“He brought to our liberation
movement and our party a rigorous
intellect, & strong sense of realism
and a sharp wit. It is a tragedy that
these were qualities that a wider
South African public was only able
to appreciate in the last years of
his life.” — Charles Ngakula, gen-
eral secretary, SACP.

“A hardworking Minister dedi-
cated to finding a workable policy
for the housing problems of South
Africa’s underprivileged.” — Con-
stand Viljoen.

ninmr

excellent exampie of hard work,
and his strategic and negotiating
skills leave warm memories and

. an influential legacy to those who

must follow.” — The Black Sash.

“Although we differed on ques-
tions of ideology, we salute Mr
Slovo for his patriotism and dedica-
tion.” — Tony Leon, Democratic
Party.

“He played a crucial role in the
negotation process which led to our
new constitution, the April election
and the establishment of the Gov-
ernment of National Unity.” — Dep-
uty President F W de Klerk.

“Although our views were dia-
metrically opposed to each other,
and in a sense we were political en-
emies for decades, I had great re-

spect for his honesty as far as his

—__11_7_. I _:; ; )_7 ;_____ i ji | (N

adherence to what he believed In
was concerned. Although he was an
ardent Marxist, he tried to be flexi-
ble if he felt that reality demanded
it.” — Minister of Home Affairs
Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

“Comrade JS will always have a
special place in the hearts of South
Africa’s working people. His life
was dedicated to replacing a so-
ciety founded on exploitation and
oppression of the working people,
with a society centred around so-
cial justice.” — COSATU.

“Comrade Slovo has a long and
distinguished career in the national
liberation struggle. As national
Housing Minister he also tackled a
very difficult job with vision and
pragmatism.” — Pan Africanist
Congress.

He ived to see his vision fulfilled

ESTHER WAUGH

JOE Slovo had an unwavering com-
mitment to turn his vision into reai-
ity — a democratic South Africa
free from racism. He was just as
passionate about uplifting the
socio-economic conditions of the
poerest of the poor.

To this vision he dedicated his
life.

Slovo was, however, no armehair

revolutionary, no dinner-table phi-

losopher.

Slovo combined astute and so-
phisticated political beliefs with a
deep-seated pragmatism. No single
article can do justice to either the
man or his work.

But it should be said that Slovo
possessed a rare combination of
abilities.

He was both a strategic thinker
as well as an activist, and that en-
abled him to match his clear-cut vi-
sion of change with & set of definite
strategic objectives.

He was frequently a trailblazer
in the ANC's major political and
military campaigns, and no obsta-
cle was too big or tco complex.

Supported struggle

More than 30 years ago, when it
became impossible to effect change
in the country through negotiations
or other peaceful means, Slovo sup-
ported the strategic necessity of
an armed struggle.

By the late 1970s, with a growing
impasse in the armed struggle,
Slovo understood that there was a
strategic need to attack the previ-

ous government’s economic power.
This led to the establishment of
Special  Operations, which fell
under his command.

And, by the mid-80s when there
was a growing militarist tendency
in the ANC, Slovo became one of
the main proponents that military
actions should be accompanied by
the establishment of political bases
inside the couniry.

When his vision of a democratic
South Africa was realised last year,
Slovo began in earnest o transform
his belief in the need to uplift the
lives of all South Africans into a
reality.

Slovo's death is an unquantifi-
able loss for the country, but he left
behind the fruits of his lifelong com-

mitment — a free South Africa.
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Flowers and sympathy pour
into the Slovo household

_. S 1198

ACTIVITY in the quiet AS FRIENDS and comrades
leafy street was solemn gathered outside Joe

and intense as people came Slovo's Johannesburg

and went, bearing flowers home to share their grief
and sympathy for Joe Yesterday, they shared
Slovo’s wife Helena and Memories — not just of

- Joe the politician, but Joe
daughters Shawn, Gillian the man. Report by

and Robin. MAUREEN ISAACSON and

By 8 am, President Mandela, For-
eign Minister Alfred Nzo, ANC stal NEWTON KANHEMA.

wart Walter Sisulu, Deputy Presi- -

dent HE_HE Mbeki and Law and  __ he loved Greek restaurants. We
Order Minister Sydney Mufamadi gould drink retsina and smoke
had already been and gone. Look-  gjgars and end the meal with Greek
mg Gmuﬁﬂn the ﬁwm_._mhun of ﬁﬁcﬁﬂm.. brandy. We'd really m&ﬂ% our-
raphers, bodyguards and official  gelyes. After 10 years Chelsea
cars, you could see and feel the  gropped out. He said he enjoyed
emotion of people experiencing the  {he meals so much we should keep
loss of a man dearly loved. up the lunches anyway.

Eyes glazed with grief, Adelaide Kasrils deseribed Slovo as irre-
Tambo spoke ‘of the pain .m_cdc S placeable. “It was the way he uni-
death had caused. His family ap-  fied theory arfd practice.” He also
peared {0-be coping w -
“They are not cryiffg. They Wﬁcﬂ ‘was a fulsome human being, &

-

dg -
Ly I

what.Joe's.Jile-was; ke, and “.,@wﬁ_.mmji swarm and witty. guy. He was: an..-

5k R

are profid of ¥ S -+ .emotional person. The key thing
It was the mem ties of happier  with Slovo when he relaxed was the
times that made Tambo's tears well

Viemor
lift sad day

coping well, she said. . gnoke warmly of a good friend. “He.

up. “Immediately after our mar- ——
riage, he and Oliver came to our [ See Editorial and Under-

house unexpectedly for dinner. I  current Affairs on Page 8

made them nﬂﬂﬁﬁ@ﬂ baked beans e-e——— TS e

with onion and tomato and toast . . .
and it was fine.” anecdotes. He had a wonderful
Others had memories of other  memory and a great mind.
meals. Emotion brimming to the “At a difficult point in the nego-
surface after decades of friendship  tiations, when the (ANC’s) national
and shared political ideals, Deputy  executive commitiee was receiving
Defence Minister Ronnie Kasrils re-  a lot of criticism because various
called the years he spent with Slovo ~ spokespeople were speaking in ‘dif-
in England from 1965 to 1975. ferent voices’, when we came to
‘We were both keen on football”  the point where people were debat-
he said. “He supported Chelsea and  ing whether or not there should be
I went to Arsenal. We had a stand-  two national anthems, Slovo said
ing bet that whoever's team came  we could accept two anthems as
lower on the table would buy the  long as we spoke in the same voice.
other one lunch. In all that time Ar- “I will always remember him as a
senal came higher. friendly, wonderful human being, a
“This meant that Slovo bought man for all seasons with the gift of
me lunch at an amazing Greek res-  inspiring everyone.”
taurant in Gooch Steet in London

Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale

50

ies

said he met Slovo in the Soviet
Union in 1977. Slove was an Um-
khonto we Sizwe commander and
Sexwale was a very young mati.
“He was always the beacon — it
was good to know that there was a
white person fighting on our side. 1
was impressed by his warmth. He
was always the first to strech out
his hand. Joe was a great intellec-
tual ... prepared to cross intel-
lectual swords. He had no malice,
he had great respect for people. He
was prepared to disagree but would
make an effort to find out why
there was a disagreement.
“It was unlike the death of Chris
Hani,” he said. “At least Slovo had
prepared us.”

Among his most recent memories
is the Housing Minister holding his
wrist and saying: “More houses.”

National Sorghum DBreweries
chief executive Professor Mahale

Mahanyele said Slovo’s humbleness

" tolichied” ‘everyhody he met. “Joe
,as & people’s servant. He was not
, g_mﬁm.zﬁmc:m_ despite his office.”

Dayo Konde {74), who with his
wife Margaret worked for Slovo ior
20 years, will forever treasure the
watch he received from him as a
Christmas present last year. “He is
just like my father. He was always
kind to us. He never changed. I
stayed with him when his wife,
Ruth, was killed by the bomb. He
was shocked when she was Kkill-
ed. She was also very kind.

“I don't think you will find an-
other man like that — he was kind
to everyone and considerate, and
respected people in the same way.”

Konde and Maggie Matseho, who
has been working in the Slovo
house for the past week, spoke of
the silence of the past few days
when Slovo stopped eating, asking
only occasionally for a drink. “He
never complained.”

Felicia Mabuza-Suttle said Slovo
was ‘‘a great dancer with goud

rhythm, for a white man".
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Friends and rivals pay
tribute to Comrade Joe

THE death of South African Com-.

munist Party chairman and Housing
Minister Joe Slovo prompted a flood
of tributes on Friday from politi-
cians, Iabour leaders, businessmen
and non-government organisations.
Slovo had bone marrow cancer
and died in his sleep early on Friday.
He was widely acclaimed, mainly
for his intellect and practical politics
and for his contribution to democ-
racy in the country,
B President Nelson Mandela, who

- was"at his close friend’s bedside

shortly before his death, said: “The
nation mourns the passing of a great
South African patriot, Joe Slovo
dedicated his life to the struggle for

justice, democracy and freedom in-

our country,
“Comrade Joe distinguished him-
self as a fighter against Nazism and

Fascism during the Second World.

War, as-a human rights lawyer, as
a political activist and senior leader
of the -African National Congress
and SACP, as an Umkhonto we
Sizwe commander, as a skilful nego-
tiator, as a thinker and theoretician,
and in the past months as a minister
in the government of national unity.”
B Deputy Presidesit F W de Klerk
said: “Mr Slovo played a crucial role
in the negotiation process which led
to our mew constitution, the April
election and the establishment of the

B SACP general secretary Charles’

Ngqakula said Slovo, who joined the
SACP at.15, was “a loyal member
of the party to the end”.

Slovo.was always prepared to re-
vise his views. “His article Has so-
cialism failed? was a landmark ¢on-

tribution to the renewal of socialist’

ideas internationally.”

B Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale
described Slovo as irreplaceable,
“one of our greatest freedom fight-
ers” and “one of the greatest political
and military strategists of our time”.
B Eastern Transvaal Premier
Mathews Phosa said Slovo’s incom-
parable contribution to South
Africa’s liberation would remain em-
bedded in the minds of the people.

B Northern Transvaal Premier

Ngoako Ramatlhodi said. Slovo’s
“sterling contribution” as a SACP
leader had made him one of the
9i:artheid regime’s prime enemies.
Eastern Cape Premier Raymond
Mhlaba said Slovo had been a true
communist, who had earned interna-
tional acclaim for his part in South
Africa’s liberation.
B Democratic Party leader Tony

Leon said: “The government of na- .
~ tional unity is itself a monument of

Slovo’s thinking and pragmatism
during the negotiations process.”

B Pan Africanist Congress secre-

tary of political. affairs Johnson
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government of national unity.<He = .Mlambo said Slovo’s+vision and
Pproved himself an astute negotiator. - pragmatism were. acknowledged by

--afd a valuable Cabinetmeiber: s -all,‘including his political rivals,’
B Home Affairs, MiiiisteioMango:. /M. The C ongress:of SA-Trade:
suthu Buthelezi.said Slovo | ﬁﬂiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬂiﬁﬁiﬁﬂiﬂf“a.‘-‘inE."dé'ﬂ_.th :robbed usi’|

sincere in His cﬁmﬁ"‘utmeﬁtiu E_ilﬁ;\fi?%%;ﬁ%ﬁf,6ﬁé"af the greatest révolutionaries™

ing housing. ‘His innovativé ideas " our struggle has produced.” - ' ~- °

would survive, " ! s 6 2ol National Council of-Trade

B Water Affairs and Forestry. Unions general secretary ‘Cunning-

. Minister Kad;et.ﬁs’mal',s’ﬁiﬂ:‘g,‘fHﬁ-ii'.f'a's,{-i;l' ham Ngqcukana said; “Comrade
a patriot all his life and. his vision:of ;' Slovo was a deep thinker, political .

a race-free Soﬁiﬂ'ﬁfﬁb%}iﬁtﬁﬁii‘edﬁt{? ..and:.military strategist, a prolific |

least two 'ge:fiérﬁ_t’iq,ﬁﬁ,?ﬁﬁg}‘jiﬁulﬁﬂy i “writér‘and a powerful orator.”

the long years of:exile: . "~ ~. 2 wvi I Thé SA Council of Churches said .

£

ra S s

B Minister in the President’s Office - .- Slovo; iad been a man of great hu-
Jay Naidoo ‘said. Slovo;:born ‘inito:. “mility; steadfast priniciple -and un-

poverty in Lithuania‘and’ discrithi-:; flinching faith, although: he was-not'
nated against as a 'Jﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁhjﬁigi&;?,E}',ii.{';fi-ﬁ Christian, -~ .- -2 w0 b

 fighting poverty-and racisthz+v 325" I The National Houising - Forum
His optimisti¢ approachitothis:ill-.  said 'Slove would be remembered “as
ness showed the courage thatwasthe’:. a4 person. with a vision who!'made a
hallmark of his great léadership;: 7. ‘deep and lasting impression‘on all'in
M Parliamentary Speaker :Dr Fréne.' ~; the housing field and beyond”,

Ginwala said Slovo had been a great - x4 Tributes to Slovo also came from

Wy
'
-

patriot who avoided the lifestyle of
the privileged minority to live by the
ANC’s non-racial ideal. |
B ANC Youth League president
Lulu Johnson said: “Young people
have lost a great thinker just when
we were beginning to follow his
teachings, both as an activist and
government strategist.”

Lawyers for Human Rights, the
Black Sash, the National Education

- Co-ordinating Committee, the. Free-
"dom Front, the SA Foundation, the

SA National Civics Organisation
and the African branch of the Com-
monwealth Speakers and Presiding
Officers’ Conference and many
others. — Sapa.
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Private serp; ce, State funeral and national day of mourning

Soweto burial

Avalon burial
for 2nd white

B8Y PATRICK WADULA

Joe Slovo will in death join
amother veteran
anti-apartheid activist as the
second white person to be
buried in Soweto’s Avalon
Cemetery.

Helen Joseph, who died
aged 87 an Christmas Day in
1992, was the first. She
asked to be huried at the
township cemetery so she
Could be alongside her
friend, Lilian Ngoyi, the fiery
trade unionist and 3 founder
of the ANC Women‘s
League.

The two women wera
among the accused in the
Mass treason trial of the
195's, and after a]| the

accused were acquitted, the
two friendscontinued the
fight against apartheid.
Litian Ngoyi died in 1980.

her at Avalon on January 7

1993,

. Like Joseph, Slovo
received the ANC's i ghest
nonour, the
_mmgim_m:nim\mmmvmm:xnm
— “0ne who wears the
leopard skin”.
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China, Vietham and * _ — ~
around the world R __
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8 BY HELEN GRANGE

There will be two funeraj ser-
vices next weekend fop the late
Housing Minister, Joe Slavo,
who will then he buried in
Soweto on Sunday — which
will be a natienal day of
mourning.

A private family service will
be held on Saturdsy at the Jo-
bannesburg City Hall — 5
venue Slovo frequently attend-
ed for politiegl meelings and
cultural happenings,

The new government's first
State funeral will be at Sowe-

it

to's Avalon Cemetery after the LA e N G T : EEE .
body has been on public view : W R - FRrs
&t the Orlando Stadium, Memo. | [gaztas : L et
rial services are being held : e

around the country, acording
to the ANC mmﬁmg.mmuﬁﬁ

hosa. ~
Qﬁnwﬂmwsﬁgﬂzgnu view :

service will follow gt
10 am before the burial at Ava.

lon Cemetery.
Slovo died last Friday awﬁn.
a long and painful bat

against bone marrow cancer. |
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Joe Slovo will in death join
amother vaterag
antt-aparthegid gctivist as the
second white gerson to be

buried in SoWéato’s Avalon
Cemetery.

* Helen Emmﬁ who died
m@mn 87 on (htistmas Day in

1992, was the lirst. She

-asked to be puried at the
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township cgmetary so she
could be alpngside her
friend, Liligh Ngov\ the fiery
trade uniopist and @ founder
of the ANf. Womerk's
nmmm:m

The twpb women were
m_,_._n_._mﬁ e accused if| the
mass treason trial of the

#195's, and after all the

- [*accusedfwere acquitted, the
+f 1two friehds continued the

fight agpinst apartheid.
'+ Lilliag Ngoyi died in
.._Ommﬁ_., as buried next td

_her at Avalon on January
~1893.

LikefJoseph, Slovo
the ANC’s highest
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Nuz\e@% service, State \S

TRIBUTES t0 a .EE;

among giants’ pour in
locally and from
China, Vietnam and

around the world

H BY HELEN GRANGE

There will be two funeral ser-
vices next weekend for the late
Housing Minister, Joe Slovo,
who will then be buried in
Soweto on Sunday — which
will be a national day of
mowrning.

A private family service will
be held on Saturday at the Jo-
hannesburg City Hall — a
venue Slovo frequently attend-
ed for political meetings and
cultural happenings.

The new government’s first
State funeral will be at Sowe-
to’'s Avalon Cemetery after the
body has been on public view
at the Orlando Stadium. Memo-
rial services are being held
around the couniry, acording
to the ANC secretary-general
Cyril Ramaphosa. ¥

Slovo’s body will be on view
to the public at Orlando Sta-
dium from 7 am and a “multi-
faith” service will follow at
10 am before the burial at bﬁm. |
lon Cemetery.

Slovo died last Friday mmn
8, attle

L !
against bone marrow cancer.
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A From Page 1

Fulsome tributes have,
since then, poured in
from home and abroad.

The funersal arrange-
ments are being made by
a commitiee of represen-
fatives from the ANC, SA
Communist Party, Qmmm.
tu, the SA National Civi

the Government of Na-
aﬁﬁﬁ&@.

- Ramaphosa said yes-
terday the “multi-faith”
service would include
Jewish prayers and

gioiis faiths, buf could not
&m&%&m further.

- I

o_.mmEmmﬂcu and m_ma |
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=Slovo to vm

prayers from:other reli- -

ed in his state-
Emﬂ that Slovo was a
strategic and an intellec-
tual thinker, a “giant
among giants” who had
turned his back on all
privileges that went with
his whiteness.

“He joins the likes of
(Oliver) Tambo (former
ANC president), Chris
Hani (assassinated SACP
general secretary) and
(Moses) Mabhida (former
SACP general secretary)
in the echelons of SA
heroes and heroines,

‘““T'o this movement
comrade Joe. Slovo is not
dead, but has left a
vacuum to be filled and a

'
ppnp e d I_ll-ll.l_l.,l.-.
- . r - T . 7
' - 1

uried in

m .N,m #.“vm wlated.”

The tributes were
soured by a statement
from Boerestaat Party
leader Robert van
Tonder, who said that _._ 8
party ﬂc&n not moirn’
the death of a ..SEE_._.
nist leader”,

The communist ﬁmunmm
of both China and Viet-
nam sent telegrams of
condolence to the SACP.

One of the people who
visited the Slovo home
yesterday was Sankie
Nkondo, his successor. as
Housing Minister. She
was previously deputy

- welfare minister. and be-
comes the third woman
in the Cabinet. "+
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Statf Reporter .
SOUTH Africa has been
called to mourn Housing

“"Minister Joe Slovo’s death

on Sunday, when his body
will lie in state in Soweto’s

be disclosed by the ANC this

week. o

- Mr ‘Slovo’s body will be on
view to the public at Orlando
Stadium- from ' 7 am'.and a

-“multi-faith” service will fol-

low at 10 am prior to the buri-

row cancer on Friday morn-
ing."His death was followed
throughout the weekend by
floods :of tributes from home
~and abroad. .
Funeral’ arrangements were” “a stratégic ‘and an intellectual

made by a funeral committee*

“Mr Slovo. will join anti-
apartheid. campaigner Helen
Joseph in Avalon Cemetery.

. Mr Ramaphosa added in his
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L) statement - that “Mr Slovo was

thinker: to his_peers, a “giant

“To this movernent Com-
rade Joe Slovo is not dead, but
has left a vacuum to be filled
and a stature to be emulated,”
Mr RBamaphosa said.

Tributes continuing to pour
in yesterday were shadowed

Orlando Stadium before be-
-ing given a state funeral at
“the township’s Avalon Cem-
etery.

At the same time, memorial
services will be held through-
out the couniry’s provinces,
ANC secretary-general Cyril
Ramaphosa announced at a

al at Avalon Cemetery. by a statement from Boeres-

taat Party leader Robert van
Tonder which said his party
would not mourn the death of
a “communist leader such as
Joe Slovo”. _

Mr Slovo had been a con-
vinced communist and had de-
fended the doctrine of Lenin

made up of representatives’of-. among giants” who had turned
A private family service, the ANC, SA Communist’ Par- ..-nis back on all privileges that
which Mr Slovo had requested. ty,, Cosatu,- the ‘SA:National ' went ‘with his “whiteness”.

prior to his death on-Friday" Or.mmm@ﬂmwnmmmﬂﬁnwm%“,.._Em.u . 2. “He:joins the likes of (Oli-
morning, will be held ‘on Sat-. government. . w5 Ui L yeF) Tambo - (former ANC
urday at the Johannésburg® ~ My Ramaphosa-said’ the" president-in-exile), Chris Hani
City Hall — a venue. he fre- . “multi-faith™ service would in- (assassinated SACP secretary-
quently attended for™political . ' clude ‘Jewish prayeis and general):and (Moses) Mabhida
meetings and mEEH..mM happen;: . prayers from;éther:religious - (former  SACP:president), in
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media briefing yesterday.
Details of the services will

ings. -~ .

. .+ faiths, but ‘coilld Sﬁ:_&uwanmﬁ

Mr Slovo died of bone-mar- further.
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" the’echelons of -Southi “African
heroes and heroines:™

'
L =k

20U¥

murder istory”, Mr Van
Tonder said.

China’s Communist Party
yesterday sent a telegram of
condolence to the SACP,
praising Mr Slovo as an “out-
standing patriof and socialist
theorist.” -

The People’s Daily pub-
lished the telegram of condo-

- lence from the party’s central

committee on its front page.

It said Mr Slovo, who joined
the Communist Party when he
was 16 years old, was a major
leader and outstanding theo-

rist of the SACP and a loyal .

and Stalin “who were respon-
sible -for ‘the biggest mass-

son of the South African- peo-

ple.

It said he had devoted. his
life to the struggle against
apartheid and oppression.and
to win equality and democra-

Cy. i

He had combined theory
and practice, it said, actively
promoting scientific socialism
and had made an important
contribution to building the
post-apartheid South Africa.

It said Mr Slovo’s death

meant the loss of. a ‘dear

Pif fr

friend to the: Chinese Commi-

nist Party and people.”.
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Soweto

burial for
Go) som i
lovo'

By Joe Mdhlela
Political Reporter

MINISTER of Housing Mr Joe Slovo will be
buried at Avalon Cemetery in Soweto on Sunday,
in what the ANC said would be a State funeral.

Slovo died on Friday after a four-year struggle
to beat cancer of the bone marrow. It was his wish
to be burted in Soweto.

He is the second white ANC leader to be
buried at Avalon after activist Helen Joseph was
buried at the same cemetery a few years ago.

A private family service will be held at the
Johannesburg City Hall on Saturday.

Announcing the funeral arrangements at a
media conference yesterday, ANC secretary-gen-
eral Mr Cyril Ramaphosa said a committee com-
prising the ANC, the South African Communist
Party, the Congress of South African Trade Un-

ions, the Government and South African Na-
tional Civie Organisation, would be formed to
arrange Slovo’s funeral.

Ramaphosa said a detailed programme of the
funeral would be announced soon.

One of the reasons Slovo wanted his funeral
service to take place at the city hall “‘was because
it is where he cut his political teeth ", according
to Ramaphosa.

“He jomed and fully associated himself with
the oppressed masses of South Africa, struggling
with them, fighting with them, and ultimately
leading them to victory,” Ramaphosa said.

He said Slovo was not dead, “but to this
movement Joe Slovo has-left a vacuum to be
filled and has left a stature to be emulated”.

A muiti-faith service will take place at Orlando
Stadium on Sunday at 10am. Slovo’s body will
lie in sta. : from 7am.
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to leadership through the grum-
bling ranks of the right wing in one

.t + of the most tense phases of the negptia-

tion process seemed ominous.
Within weeks, he had grasped the

*, hopes of a disaffected white Right and

projected them into the national political
debate with a startling suddenness and

. efficiency.

Many believed he was intent on sol-
diering recklessly into the political fray,
upsetting the delicately balanced forces
of the major deal-makers on each side
in pursuit — at all costs — of a merely
romantic and politically unattainable no-
tion of Afrikaner separatism.

Yet fears that the general was des-
tined to be a dangerously naive influ-
ence on already fractious and volatile
Rightleft — and even black/white —

~ political relations in South Africa have

.:

[ "y

. L
ihm_ at least —

.. proved 1o be unfounded.

He showad, before the election, that
» he was willing to talk, and did so in
good {zith.

And when April came, despite the
. considerable forces of the alienated
Right ranged agninst hint, in sentiment
Vijjoen the strategist mus-
tered his courage and took the Freedom

... Front into the demoeratic mainsiream.

Many in the ANC believe this was one

-+ of the most significant events of 1994,

One who has expressed this most
strongly is Western Cape MP, Willie
Hofmeyr, who coneludes that “it is much
more important for the peace process
that (the Freedom Front) is on board

" than that the Nats are on board”.

He believes the public “has lost sight

1< of how close we came to the possibility

4t > of & Northern Ireland-type low-intensity
‘.. civil war fn the ran-up to the election”.

(VL e

This was highlighted by the erisis in
Bophuthatswana and the spate of pre-
ballot bomb blasts.

“I think two [actors ensured it didn't

n.

Em....wwm first is the kind of measures
taken by the ANC to allay the fears of
the right wing, such as compromises to
guarantee civil servants their jobs, the
reconcifiatory approach adopted in the
security forces and elsewhere, and the
ANC’s willingness EEWEE:mEu to
Constand Viljoen.

“But the second factor is Constand
Viljoen himself He needs tobe given a
Iot of the credit.

“He did a very brave thing in break-
ing with the right wing and deciding to
enter the elections in a situation where

g

Pragmatic
strateqgist . .
General
Constand
Viljoen's
decision to
"hite the
biiliet and do
things that
did not seem
immediately
popular” has
raesultedin a
great deal of
goodwiil for
the Freedom
Front from
the ANC,

there was not much time to talk to other
people, and where he went against a
{airly consensus view. He made himself
very unpopular, but his position has
really been vindicated.

“The Freedom Front do not see them-
selves as an opposition party to the
ANC, or that they are competing for the
same votes, | think they realise that
they need to work with the ANC and
they are prepared to do that.

“They have no illusions that they can
wih an election. They want to consoli-
date support among the Afrikaner com-
munity on the basis of being consistent

PRI L PR | ._,_..__EHP .E._l—. iR lLULLME LOpHIrA Adamelhle—r  ——

Edi

Eiw

mEEmE _— Emﬂmunw torn over

— the Freedom Front "behaves
EE.m as if it is part of the Government,
They shoulder more co-responsibility for
stability and peace.”

ANC sources believe that the way the
Government is running the country is
“taking a lot of the heat” out of the volk-
staat debate and that, partly as a result
of this, the Freedom Front is moving to-
wards more rezlistic models for a volk-
staat.

It is not surprising, then, that, as
Hofmeyr puis ii, General Viljoen's deci-
sion to “bite the bullet and do things
that did not seem immedistely popular”
is seen from within the ANC as a sign of
leadership. As a result, there is a great
deal of goodwill towards the Freedom
Front in the ANC caucus.

The Freedom Front's lone provincial
legistator in the Western Cape, Eleanor
Lombard, epitomises her party's ap-
proach in pursuing a strategy that could
reasonably borrow the label of then US
President Reagan's South Africa policy
of the 19808 — constructive engage-
ment

She is not uneritieal of the ANC {and
certainly not of the National Party), but,
equally, does not engage in set-piece op-
Eﬂmau polities. -

“It is nonsense,” she says, “to say you
can do your own thing. Afrikaners have
always over-estimated themselves.
There is no such thing as being able to
go it alone.”

She is out to engage constructively in

pursuit of the ideal of a volkstaat, but
not one that amounts to a laager under
siege.
“The ‘legitimacy’ and self-reslisation of
Afrikaners as a cultural and linguistic
group will depend on their having a
place which is their own, not where they
all have to live, not where no one else
can live, but where their culture and
language is unasasilable, recognised,
can flourish, be preserved.

*“That {s our position, but we want to

and working for what they believe E.:fmnm.m.m.m consiructively because we be-

rather than merely bashing the ANC.”
Hofimeyr says it is ironic that while
the Nats are formally part of the Gov-

‘lleve there will be no sucressfil volk-
staat, no place for Afrikaners, if the
country as a whole does not suceeed.”

.
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Realism on the right
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GENERAL Constand Vijoen and his small, but vigorous Free dom Front have confounded fearful political soothsayers with

a style of constructive politicking that has been hailed by the ANC as one of the most significant features of th

cratic parliament. Political Correspondent MICHAEL MORRIS reports.
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fVONSTAND Viljoen’s rapid ac-

cession to leadership through
the grumbling ranks of the right-
wing in one of the most tense
phases of the negotiation process
seemed ominous.

Within weeks, he had grasped
the hopes of a disaffected white
right and projected them into the
national political debate with a
startling suddenness and
efficiency.

Many believed he was intent on
soldiering recklessly into the po-
litical fray, upsetting the deli-
cately balanced forces of the ma-
jor deal-makers on each side in
pursuit — at all costs — of a
merely romantic and politically

" unattainable notion of Afrikaner
. separatism.

Yet, fears that the general was
destined to be a dangerously na-
ive influence on already fractious
and volatile right/left — and
even black/white — political re-
lations in South Africa have
proved to be unfounded.

He showed, before the election,
that he was willing to talk, and
did so in good faith.

And when April came — de-
spite the considerable forces of
the alienated right ranged
against him, in sentiment at least
— Viljoen the strategist mus-
tered his courage and took the
Freedom Front into the demo-
cratic mainstream.

Many in the ANC believe this
was one of the meost significant
events of 1994.

One who has expressed this
most strongly is Western Cape
MP, Willie Hofmeyr, who con-
cludes frankly that “it is much
more important for the peace
process that (the Freedom Front)
is on board than that the Nats are
on board”.

He believes the public “has lost
sight of how close we came to the
possibility of a Northern Ireland-
type low-intensity civil war in the
run-up to the election”.

This was highlighted by the cri-
sis In Bophuthatswana and the
spate of pre-ballot bomb blasts.

“I think two factors ensured it
didn’t happen.

“The first is the kind of mea-
sures taken by the ANC to allay
the fears of the right-wing, such
as compromises to guarantee civ-
il servants their jobs, the recon-
ciliatory approach adopted in the
security forces and elsewhere
and the ANC’s willingness to talk

10 and listen to Constand Viljoen.

- “But the second factor is Con-
stand Viljoen himself. He needs
to be given a lot of the credit.
“He did a very brave thing in
breaking with the right wing and
deciding to enter the eleetions in
a situation where there was not

- much time to talk to other people

and where he went against a fair-
ly consensus view. He made him-

- self very unpopular, but his posi-

‘tion has really been vindicated.

=~In a sense, the great advan-
- tage generals have is that they

-know what war means, they do

- Very

not sloganeer. This, I think, is
much the case with Con-

- stand Viljoen.”

More than that, Mr Hofmeyr

. says, the Freedom Front “came
- Into parliament with the idea of

playing a very constructive role.
They took a strategic decision to

~do that.

“They do not see themselves as

" an opposition party to the ANC,
- 'or that they are competing for

€emo-

General Constand Viljoen, whose leadership of the far right initially
raised fears of a belligerent and even violent confrontation with the
new government. Instead, the ANC and other parties have been sur-
prised by the Freedom Front’s willingness to negotiate in good faith
and to abandon some of the more unrealistic positions of other
rightist groups. His decision to break with the rest of the right and
to contest the nonracial elections has been widely praised as a cou-
rageous and constructive step.

the same votes. I think they rea-
lise that they need to work with
the ANC and they are prepared
to do that.

“There is a predominant genu-
ineness in their ranks— they
have a sense of what is in the in-
terest of the country, and their
constituency’s destiny. They have
no illusions that they can win an
election. They want to consoli-
date support among the Afrika-
ner community on the basis of

heing consistent and working for
what they believe in, rather than
merely bashing the ANC.”

Mr Hofmeyr says it is ironic
that while the Nats are formally
part of the government — and
“are constantly torn over that” —
the Freedom Front ‘‘behaves
more as if it is part of the gov-
ernment. They shoulder more co-

responsibility for stability and -

peace”,
He adds that General Viljoen's

speeches “spell out clearly that
they are here to help bring the
country together, to support the
RDP and help create stability”.

“On the volkstaat idea, they
have started spelling out the fact
that racism will not be accept-
able, and that it will need to be
democratic. Constand Viljoen’s
statement that racism must end
1s incredibly important.”

ANC sources believe that the

'way the government is running

the country is “taking a lot of the
heat” out of the volkstaat debate
and that, partly as a result of
this, the Freedom Front is mov-
ing towards more realistic mod-
els for a volkstaat.

It is not surprising, then, that,
as Mr Hofmeyr puts it, General
Viljoen's decision to “bite the bul-
let and do things that did not
seem immediately popular” is
seen from within the ANC as a
sign of leadership. As a result,
there is a great deal of goodwill
towards the Freedom Front in
the ANC caucus.

The Freedom Front’s lone pro-
vincial legislator in the Western
Cape, Eleanor Lombard, epito-
mises her party’s approach in
pursuing a strategy that could
reasonably borrow the label of
then US President Reagan’s
South Africa policy of the 1980s
... constructive engagement.

She is not uncritical of the
ANC (and certainly not of the Na-
tional Party), but, equally, does
not engage in set-piece opposition
politics.

“It 1s nonsense,” she says, “fo
say you can do your own thing,
Afrikaners have always over-esti-
mated themselves. There 15 no
such thing as being able to go it
alone.”

She is out to engage construc-
tively In pursuit of the ideal of a
volkstaat, but not one that
amounts to a laager under siege.

“The ‘legitimacy’ and self-reali-
sation of Afrikaners as a cultural
and linguistic group will depend
on their having a place which is
their own, not where they all
have to live, not where no-one
else can live, but where their cul-
ture and language is unassailable,
recognised, can flourish, be
preserved.

“That is our position, but we
want to engage constructively be-
cause we believe there will be no
successful volkstaat, no place for
Afrikaners, if the country as a
whole does not succeed.”

In the National Assembl
Senate, the same approac
been evident.

One of the FI’s Western Cape
MPs, Pieter Grobbelaar, notes;
“The Volkstaat Bill is one of the
most significant achievements so
far. It 1s now law, the ANC ac-
knowledges the principle of self-
determination. It is a lawful, le-
gitimate a debate and nobody can
put a stone on it ... it’s not going
to go away.”

This the Freedom Front con-
siders one of the main results of
its stragegy.

Mr Grobbelaar adds: “We feel
we have a case, but that we must
first establish the principle of
self-determination, and not get
bogged down in discussions on
borders. That will have to be ne-
gotiated anyway since we don’t
have the power to decide this on
our own.”

On that score, he acknowledges
that to think in terms of scooping
cities info a volkstaat, or of mov-
ing people in order to create a
predominantly Afrikaner settle-
ment is “totally unrealistic”.

“What we are saying loudly and
clearly is that we are not some
herrenvolk, some special people,
and that our position is an alter-
native. We are saying that, in this
time of reconciliation, we are
part of the solution.”

Tellingly, the ANC thinks so
too.

and
has
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Last month President Nelson Mandela recognised Joe Slovo as ‘an outstanding revolutionary’ by presenting him with the Isithwalandwe

award, the ANC’s highest honour

Glimpse of the promi

Joe Slovo was the man who
brokered the agreement which
lead to majority rule.

Jonathan Steele pays

tribute to to a principled persuader

OE SLOVO had the good fortune to see

the promised land. After living in exile for

many years, and after the South African

Communist Party was unbanned, he
helped majority rule come to fruition in the
country’s first democratic election. Six months
after that, he was praised as the most effective
of the cabinet ministers.

For an idealist in any country, it was a rare
consummation. Out of adversity and after a life-
time of struggle much of what he had fought for
had been achieved. Not all, of course, as he
made clear in his last report as general secre-
tary. The end of political apartheid was a giani
step, but “the wretched of the earth make up
over 90 percent of humanity. They live either in
capitalist or capitalist-oriented societies. For
them, if socialism is not the answer there is no
answer at all.”

Slovo arrived in South Africa in 1834 1o join
his father, who had left Lithuania to escape the
pogroms.

The family was always poor and Slovo had to
abandon secondary school to take a job. Living
in a run-down boarding house, he was thrown
in with the passionate arguments of other Jew-
ish immigrants, mainly geared towards Europe
and Zionism.

He joined the SACP at 16, deciding that
Marxism and Zionism were incompatible, and
preferring to concentrate on the injustices of
the land where he was living. At 18 he served in
Egypt as a radio operator during World War I
and returned to study law at the University of
Witwatersrand, where he got to know Nelson
Mandela, who was a year ahead of him.

With others, they formed the ANC's military
wing, Umkonto weSizwe. Their friendship
helped to create the rock-solid ANC/commu-
nist alliance which Western governments
unsuccessfully tried to break, particularly in
the 1980s when it became clear that the ANC
would one day inherit political power.

Slovo was lucky to be on a mission to see the

-
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ANC's deputy president, Oliver Tambo, in Tan-
zania when Mandela and many others in the
military wing were imprisoned. He went into
exile and until 1976 lived with his wife, Ruth
First, and their three children in Camden Town,
London.

Slovo was frequently in Africa on ANC busi-
ness, helping to organise underground mis-
sions, as well as in the Soviet Union to arrange
the financial and military help without which
the movement might have foundered.

He had fierce arguments with his wiie and
friends over the Soviet model, but felt he had to
stay loyal through thick and thin. As pere-
stroika stumbled, he accused Gorbachev of
“colluding in the chorus of vilification against
Lenin” and of “responding to the attempted
coup by hardline Stalinists with a Stalinist
decree to dissolve the party, as if it were his per-
sonal property”.

In 1976, after the Soweto riots and the mass
departure of hundreds of young black radicals,
Slovo moved to Luanda in Angola to be closer to
the ANC’s training camps. He helped to run
“armed propaganda” actions, such as the
bombing of the Sasol oil refinery, which kept up
radical morale in the townships in the worst
years of apartheid.

His greatest tragedy was the murder of his
wife in 1982 by a parcel bomb, sent by South
African agents to Mozambique where she was
teaching at the university in Maputo. Her death
coincided with one of the lowest points in the
struggle, when the regime was intervening
throughout Southern Africa, either covertly or
by armed raids, or, as in Angola, by fullscale
invasion.

Throughout the decades of gloom punctu-
ated by a few spectacular successes, Slovo

®) ¢t us look at the capitalist
roots of the racial miseries
of our own country, South
Africa. The real question is
not whether a system works,
but for whom it works ®

PHOTO: SOUTHLIGHT
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always kept his sense of proportion and
humour. He sometimes said the ANC, and his
own party for that matter, could not organise a
fish-shop. On the day the SACP was unbanned,
he straightened his tie at Moscow’s Shereme-
tyevo airport and asked friends: “Do] look
legal?” :

Back in South Africa, he took a major role in
the ANC's negotiations with FW de Klerk. While
his communist faith upset the regime at first,
their racism gave them a perverse reassurance
about his presence.

During the deadlock of 1992 it was Slovo who
persuaded the ANC to make the historic com-
promise that opened the way to majority rule.
He suggested the notion of a government of
national unity which would oversee the transi-
tion to a new constitution, and give the National
Party both a guaranteed place in govermment
for five years after the first free election and an
honourable chance of retreating from
apartheid.

lovo was well aware, from the dirty tricks

of the “Third Force” in the South African

police and army, that powerful figures in
the white establishment could bring their
destabilisation to South Africa itself, thus pro-
voking civil war. ,

Before the 1994 election, Slovo frequently
said that with its expected landslide victory the
ANC would win office, but not power. His com-
munism led him to the view that control over
the economy held the key. This would remain
in the old establishment's hands unless it, too,
was challenged.

By then Slovo knew he was on borrowed
time, having been treated for cancer since
1992. Appointed by Mandela to be housing
minister, Slovo set about his job with his typical
skill as a principled persuader. He arranged a
building programme, and negotiated with mort-
gage companies and local authorities to try to
help the lowest-income groups first.

Criticising the notion that capitalism works
and socialism has failed, Slovo once said: “Let
us look at the capitalist roots of the racial mis-
eries of our own country, South Africa. The real
question is not whether a system works, but for
whom it works.”

Slovo leaves his second wife, Helena Dolny,
and the three children of his first marriage,
Shawn, Gillian and Robyn.
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A man of principle: Yossel Mashel ‘Joe’ Slovo. Born May 25 1926; died January 6 1995

Death of a real mensch
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OE SLOVO, a young and
impoverished immigrant
from Lithuania, joined the
Communist Party of South
Africa at the age of 16. For
the next 52 years he was to remain a
dedicated militant in the party and
the ANC.

In these five decades he was an
active participant in many of the key
moments of our struggle: the
mineworkers’ strike of 1946, the
wave of mass mobilisation through
the 1950s, the tumn to armed strug-
gle in 1961, the testing and increas-
ingly dangerous years of exile, the
dramatic global changes of 1989 to
1981, the opening up of negotiations
in South Africa in 1990, and the ANC
election victory and entry into gov-
ermmernt.

Through all of these events Slovo
played a leading. and often a central
role. He brought to his activism a
number of unique personal qualities
which are, perhaps, epitomised by
one of his social talents. It is a talent
that a broader South African public
has only been able to appreciate in
the past few years. But it was a talent
that went back in time. Ronnie Kas-

rils recalls Slovo going toe to toe with
a London docker in a joke-telling con-

test in the early 1970s. The docker
opened up with one about an Irish-
man. Slovo replied in kind. And so
they went, matching each other, joke
for joke, genre for genre, for three
hours in a dock-side pub.

Joke-telling calls for an alert mind,
sociability and a shrewd sense of
timing. Slovo had ail three.

“How is it going?” | asked after his
first few weeks in his new ministry.

“No fine. I convened all my staff
and I said to them: ‘Here I am, the
lousy commie bastard you've all
heard about.’ That broke the ice.”

Over the past two and a half years
in ANC national executive committee
meetings the phrase “belling the cat”
started to be overworn with use.
There was a time when every fourth
NEC member was declaring: “Com-
rades, we must bell the cat.”

It was Slovo who hegan the fashion
when, invoking the somewhat arcane
phrase, he developed the “sunset
clause” and government-of national
unity proposal. It became, as we
know, the basis for the present settle-

The builder of our nation

sk 2| Humour, an alert mind, sociability and
= oo ool a shrewd sense of timing. These
28 were some of Joe Slovo’s unique
| personal qualities, writes Jeremy Cronin

ment. “We cannot conduct ourselves
at the negotiations as if we had
defeated our opponents outside these
negotiations,” he argued in 1992,

He endured much invective from
within the alliance, not least from
many of his own South African Com-
munist Party members for this
stand. “From No Middle Road to the
middle road.”, wrote a close friend
and leading left London academic,
referring polemically to an earlier
book by Slovo, published by Penguin
in the 1970s.

But Slovo stood his ground on the
GNU proposal. He belled that cat by
locating a necessary tacticat and the-
oretical shift within a broader strate-
gic perspective.

Principled pragmatism — that was
always his strength, welding
together intellectual rigour, moral
purpose, tirning and context.

In 1989 he produced a ringing cri-
tique of state bureaucratic “social-
ism” in his pamphlet Has socialism
Jfailed?. He did this months before
the Berlin Wall went down, and a
yvear and a half before the Soviet
Union fell apart.

hose who specialise in retro-
spcctive far-sightedness will

shrug their shoulders. But in
the middle of 1989, if there were
signs of crisis in the East, no experts,
teft or right, predicted such an immi-
nent and dramatic collapse. Slovo’s
pamphlet was not a sudden oppor-
tunism. He wrote it as a “personal
input” but, as everyone knew, he
happened at the time to be the gen-
eral secretary of the SACP.

He had joined the Communist
Party 47 years earlier, and now he
assumed responsibility for the grow-
ing crisis as a communist. He
refused the Boris Yeltsin option
{*Communism? Never heard of it."):
and, while welcoming Mikhael Gor-
bachev’s original calls for glasnost,
he grew increasingly critical of what
he saw as an untheorised, unprinci-
pled and boundless retreat.

The pamphlet was translated into
Spanish and studied in Salvadorean
guerrilla camps. It also found its way
into academic seminars on at least
one Canadian campus. In Zim-
babwe, its critique of one-party sys-
tems had an important reverberation

A revolutionary spirit remembered: Hundreds of people attended a memorial serwcﬂ at the Soweto Ipelegeng
community centre. Other services were held around the country

at thie time. In content it was not nec-
essarily an entirely unprecedented
contribution to the topic, but it was
absolutely timely and, above all, it

carried the authority of its author.

Once again, the timing was there:
so was Slovo's abiding concern to pro-

vide leadership by thinking through
sn'ategm and theoretical implications

in a shifting political context.

He had done this earlier for the
armed struggle. Then, too, timing
was a central concern: “In 1961 his-
tory left us with no option but to
engage in armed action as a neces-
sary part of the political struggle,” he

was to write some time afterwards.
‘It was a moment in which ...
untimely inacticn would have been
worse than untimely action.”

He played a critical strategic role
for the post-1976 situation, helping cal
a largely exiled organisation to posi-
tion itself effectively in terms of the
internal waves of semi-insurrec-
tonary struggles.

He also played a seminal strategic
role in the 1980s, winning the new
trade union movement over to the
broad ANC. "A failure to understand
the class content of the national
struggie and the national content of

] Adriaan
Viok, former
minister of law
and order,
pays tribute to
&2 an old foe

WANT to express my sincere con-
dolence to the Slovo family and
friends. He was a prominent, valu-
able and influential member of the
ANC/South African Communist
Party and he will be sorely missed
by them.

From an ideological point of

view, we differed fundamentally —

he being a dedicated socialist/com-
munist and self-declared atheist.
From his actions it was, however,
clear that he was not only an ideo-
logue but prepared to work very

hard towards achieving his goals.

As we were embroiled in a multi-
faceted, low-intensity but vicious
and bloody “war” against each
other for decades, we made a thor-
ough study of him. He was not
known as a man to mince his words
— he formulated and expressed
himself very well.

We welcomed this — he made it
easier for us to use in our counter-
propaganda against the ANC/
SACP.

As chief of staff of MK, he was
over many years intimately
involved in the planning and
directing of the activities of his
cadres. We had the impression that
he always did this with dedication
-~ he believed in what he was
doing, and was not sorry about any-
thing he did. Under his guidance
they used every means at their dis-
posal to overthrow the govern-

ment, while we were doing our level
best to prevent it — successfully, if
I may say s0.

However, when the armed strug-
gle was over and the time for nego-
tiations arrived, he was equally
committed to this. Even right in
the beginning of the talks at Groote
Schuur, Libertas and DF Malan, it
was clear that he strongly sup-
ported President Nelson Mandela's
attempts to end the armed struggle
and the violence. I found him to be
pragmatic and realistic — prepared
to listen to you. Although I differed
fundamentally from him, 1
respected him.

I believe that it was after he
became minister of housing that
the harsh realities of our situation
really hit him hard. He very soon
realised that to develop our people
and our country, and to start build-
ing houses, you need money — and

to get this, economic development
was a prerequisite.

He also realised that it was
impossible for the state to care for
all the needs of everybody. There-
fore he was one of the first ANC
members to point out — clearly
and directly — that people must
pay their rent and service charges
and plead for greater private-sector
involvement.

I believe he did this because he
felt real concern for the plight of
the many very poor and destitute
people in our country.

And this is how I'll remember Joe
Slovo. He was prepared to work
with dedication to achieve his
goals. There was no malice or
hatred in him towards us — me and
other erstwhile “enemies” or oppo-
nents in the struggle. He was an
ardent advocate of reconciliation
and the building of our nation.
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the class struggle in existing condi-
tions ¢An hold back the advance of
both the democratic and socialist
transformations which we seek,” he
wrolg, taking, in a typically dialecti-
fashlnn a swipe at “workerists”
alffd “populists” alike.
_/For those close to him, family and
¢iolleagues, he was warm and
it?t he could also be maddenmgly
sorbed in his current obsession,
whatever it happened to be — MK
special ops. or the party under-
Lround, or negotiations, or housing.

L

v In its lack of dogmatism, in its

intellectual curiosity and culture,
Slovo’s socialism belonged to tradi-
tibms that go back beyond those of
thé 20th century, to Marx himself,
and to earlier traditions of human-
ism*and enlightenment. But he also
owed a lot intellectually, moraily and
in terms ofipolitical savvy, as he con-
stantly repeated, to several genera-
tions of outstianding African leaders:
JB Marks, Kotane, Duma Nokwe,
Tambo, Walter Sisulu and, espe-
cially in thes}ast years, Nelson Man-
dela himself.*,

in the pasﬁqéays I have been serv-
ing on a Slovo’ fineral media sub-
committee. Oné of our tasks has
been to come up Wwith apt and pithy
slogans for the &ccasion. It is not
easy to catch a life as full as Slovo's
in a single line. Our best effort we
had to reject because of it% inability
to work cross-culturally in our-South
African context. It read simply: .

JOE SLOVQ, 5

1926-1995. MENSCH. ",

Jeremy Cronin is a central

.commitiee member of the SACP
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FW de Klerk may indulge in a little ANC bashing

Marthinus van Schalkwyk

Natlonal Party Ctmgress. Soul-searchlng for a defeated party seeking a new role

B Congress will focus on

buﬂdmg an op
LMV \2:—-\“"’\ mﬂm &ugamghaﬂm

TI{E forthcoming federal congress of
the National Party symbolises a
party which must accept important
challenges to maintain its indispensible
role in South African politics. It is a party
which — after more than 40 years - has,
for the first time, had to undergo the
traumatic experience of losing power.

The NP congress must not be seen
against a background of a party which
wishes to cling to power at all costs. It
must be seen as the first step in a process
of building a party which bases its politi-
cal philosophy on:

© Traditional (Christian) values within

4 ,f ¢ the context of freedom of religion.

PHOTO: STEVE HILTON-BARBER

Yesterday’s leaders
want a morsel of power

X

In an attempt to retain some power the
| National Party will probably reject the
| winner-takes-all form of democracy,

“oouy argues Anton Harber
e,

ATIONAL-PARTY leader
FW de Kilerk is likely to
make reposd]g ner t week
for partizl, waters.d-down
powersharing affer e 1999 gen-
eral election.

Party insiders say t De Klerk
will use the NP’s federl congress
at the World Trade Cenige to float
ideas being developed by the party
leadership to counter the ANC pro-
posal to revert to a traditiénal win-
ner-takes-all democracy at: the end
of the term of office of the current
government of national urity.

One idea being floated is that the
party that wins the next national
election will form the cabines and
govern the countryon a cla}r-tn:a-_ay
basis, but a new multi-party couin-
cll, called a staatsraad, will delily-
erate on selected major iseues1.
such as the budget.

NP congresses have seldur}e.

been real forums for debatex
Rather, they have provided plai-
forms for party leaders to give;
guidance to members. But it is
expected that a number of thé
1 200 delegates will voice dissatis
faction with the closeness of P
and ANC leadership in the GNU.
This gets to the heart of the MVP's
dilernma as both a part of the (GNU
and the leading opposition party.
“There is a feeling,” ong key party
official said this week; “that we are
losing our identitya The lines
between us and tlne ANC are
blurred. The ANC has: shifted, so
we have to come up wiith an alter-
native viewpoint. Peorble say we are
becoming meek asld mild and
sounding too mugki like the ANC.”
But there is no suggestion that
the NP should Ie:ave the GNU. “The
criticism is not atbout whether we
participate. Hut on how we do it
and howwve communicate our role
- in the (3NU,” the party official said.
. This is a.dilemma reflected in
resolutions before the congress.
*The Northem Transvaal region has
proposed that the party “reaffirms
its dedicated opposition to the
ANC/SACP alliance and its poli-
cies™; while the PWV region urges

that the NP “ensures effective
involvement in the reconstiniction
and development programine so
that it can be propagated as a pro-
gramme of the GNU and not as an
ANC political policy document.”
Since the RDP is an ANC policy
Incument, this is a case of an

opposition party trying to adopt
the policy of the majority party —
hardly the way to define a sirong
new identity in the build-up to the
crucial local government elections
later this year.

To deal with this, De Klerk is
expected to lead a wave of “ANC-
bashing”. One can expect some
harsh criticism of ANC policy by
party leaders, though they are in
an awkward position: tough criti-
cism of government policy can also
be turned against them for going
along with it in the cabinet.

Congress will also debate some
policy issues that will separate the
party from the ANC. The most
heated are expecied to be about
abortion and the death penalty.

Th' ere are significant minori-
ties in the party who want
abortion under wider circum-
stances than currently allowed
and to get rid of the death penalty.
But these are two issues on which
the party can clearly differentiate
itself from the ANC, which sup-
ports abortion-on-demand and an

"abolition of the extreme penalty. A

number of party sources have con-
firmed that they expect tough
debate on these issues.

Other issues that the party will
home in on are e, educa-
tion and critne — all the subject of
multiple resolutions from regions.

The other major strategic issue
Is how to become a truly non-racial
party. The NP has faced a lot of
criticism — both internal and
external — for the whiteness of its
list of MPs, senators and minis-
ters. The party has to balance its
desire to develop a black con-
stituency - the only area in which
it can grow — with the need
to hold on to its fraditionally white,

conservative voters. In the 1924
election, itis estimated the NP won
65 percent of white votes, 60 to 70
percent of coloured and Indian
votes, but only three to four per-
cent of the African vote.

“There are two schools of
thought,” one NP leader said. “One
is that we should consolidate our
present power base, do nothing to
put it in danger, and after we have
done this, we can move into the
black community. The other
school suggests we start afresh —
we must position ourselves as a
party which puts its main focus on
the black community.

“Everyone agrees we should
become a non-racial party. And
everyone agrees that our leader-
ship must reflect our black sup-
port. It's a question of strategy.”

It is a tough dilemma for the NP.
Choosing to focus on its current
constituency would doom it to
being forever a minority party,
since whites, coloureds and Indi-
ans make up only about 27 per-
cent of the electorate. But an
African constituency will have dif-
ferent demands on policies such
as affirmative action and the RDP.

Although party elections take
place at the next meeting of the NP
federal council, attention will focus
on two emerging black members
tipped for leadership posts, MP
David Chuenyane and Senator
David Malatsi.

Chuenyane said he was working
on an affirmative action proposal
because he thought this, and the
abortion issue, would be the
toughest facing the congress.

Most resolutions before the con-
gress point to discomfort with —
but not rejection of — affirmative
action. Reglons are calling for affir-
mative action to be fair and just
and “not reverse discritnination”.

Malatsi said this week that he
believed the party needs to “articu-
late its positions as both a party in
the GNU and an opposition”.

“The silence of the NP since the
GNU came into being may lead
people to think the party has gone
underground. But we can't be a
submarine party, we should
always be there for the people.

“We have to ask how we can
keep stability in the GNU — in the
interests of all South Africans —
and be an effective opposition.”

® Action against crime

osfuon

eas:ily available for serious criminals,

® The psychosis of strikes which is
harming the economy be ended.

© Abortion on demand not be legalised.

® Ensuring educational standards not
be jeopardised. i

Congress will be an indication of the |
state of mind of NP supporters. After an
initial period of adaptation to a new role,
there is ever increasing commitment to
the role of constructive opposition. Con-
gress will be a measure of the NP’s adap-
tation to the role of constructive opposi-
tion not only in its criticism, but also by |
posing alternative policies. Great empha-
sis will be placed on policy frameworks
which will form the basis to be used by
our representatives in

and unemployment.

® A free market econ-
omy with as little as possi- |.
ble state interventior and | = ¥
regulation. ey

® A constitution based |
on federal principles. NEIRT

The congress will illus- ;&2
trate that the NP does not 7%
and will not stand in the E”ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ oy
shadow of any other party. /
We will have to initiate the B
process of bringing other |§
parties, which concur with

2 % the GNU in formulating
¥, - | policies to-gether with
%] other parties.

= ] These have been for-

-2 mudated by a number of
| working groups over sev-
75 eral months, and will be
724 submitted to congress.
¥4 These policy frameworks
rzed include education,
A gafety, security, constitu-
BN tional matters, the econ-
omy and the reconstruc-
M tion and development

our political philosophy,
close together. The ANC
has succeeded in building a “broad
church” on the socialist /social democra-
tic side which, notwithstanding internal
tension, is not about to split.

The process of building a political
movement hased on our philosophy as
against that of socialism/social democ-
racy has everything to do with the
healthy rivalry of ideas and posing alter-
natives to ensure a democracy. This
includes co-operating in the country's
interests with political groups which are
not socialist /social-democratic.

‘The NP congress will also place matters
of topical interest on the national
agenda. The great disadvantage of the
present government of national unity
(GNU) set-up is that it hobbles public
debate between the strongest parties and
shifts debate from the public domain to
the closed cabinet chamber.

An analysis of the motions and points
of discussion show that NP supporters
want the following issues on the agenda:

® Bringing back the death penalty
under certain circumstances.

Marthinus van Schalkwyk

programme. They are so
formulated that they not
only clearly spell out the NP's policy, but
that they also create scope for negotia-
tion for our representatives in the GNU.
The NP has successfully expanded its
support base in all other communities
with the exception of the black comnmu-
nity where we attracted little support in
the election. One major challenge will be
to address this issue in a committed way.

All of us must guard against political par-
ties, be it the NP, the ANC or the Inkatha

Freedom Party, just becoming flag-bear-
ers for limited ethnic interests. The NP
can do it. In the interests of the country,
it must succeed in obtaining a broad
power base with a modern agenda based
on our political philosophy.

We must provide an alternative to the
ANC in its present form. If we don't we
will be faced with all the consequences of
a de facto one-party state, however
benign, and the absence of constructive
democratic debate.

Marthinus van Schalkwyk is an NP MP and
the party’s director of media and information
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=351 THE COMMUNITY LAW CENTRE
B, (UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN CAPE)

Would like to invite you to attend a conference on Gender and the
South African Constitution at the Arthur’s Seat Hotel, Cape Town:

TOWARDS THE FINAL CONSTITUTION:
A CRITIQUE OF THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION FROM A GENDER
PERSPECTIVE AND THE WAY FORWARD

Papers will be presented by leading international and national lawyers, judges,
parliamentarians, academics and activists.

VENUE: Arthur’s Seat Hotel
Seapoint - Cape Town
DATE: 27 - 29 January 1995

Cost for day delegates - R150.00 {per person)
Cost for delegates requiring accommaodation - R700.00 {per person)
Reduced rates available for NGO's upon request

Kindiy confirm your intention to attend the conference by 16 January 1995
CONTACT: NATASHIA EMMETT, COMMUNITY LAW CENTRE (U.W.C))

PH: (021) 959-2950/1
FAX: (021) 959-2411
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From the ashes of Avalon Cemetery will emerge freedom

Slovo praised for his

By Joe Mdhlela

THE South African Communist Party,
or Amabomvane, as black communists
prefer to call themselves, will accom-
pany dead comrade Joe Slovo to his
resting place at Avalon Cemetery in
Soweto.

Slovo, who fought courageously
against a dreaded disease and the whole

- " apartheid edifice, will go down in his-

Death a
great loss
to SACP

By Blade Nzimande, SACP
central committee and
politburo

COMRADE JS was arguably the best
known South African communist, na-
tionally and internationally.

He was also a personal incarnation
and living symbol! of the long-standing
and unique relationship between pro-
gressive African nationalists and com-
munists in South Africa.

Comrade Joe was one of the key
political strategists and intellectuals of

the national liberation movement, in

particular the SACP.
He had a profound sense of strategy

and tactics with most of his writings
appearing at crucial moments in the
South African revolution.

At the height of the mid-1980s re-
pression, SACP underground literature
—especially IS’ pamphlets — were the
prized possessions of every activist.
Comrade JS brilliantly combined theory
and action.

Slovo’s perspective on the SACP in
the present period is perhaps best repre-
sented In his paper, Has socialism
failed?

Although many comrades disagreed
with some of his arguments, this paper
served to focus communists both inside
the SACP and internationally on the
issue of the relationship between social-
ism and democracy. For him, the chal-
lenge for the SACP was the struggle for
deepening democracy both inside the
~party and in wider South African soci-

ety, and to abandon the thinking that
socialis was by its very nature demo-
cratic.

One major strength JS brought to the
party was his boldness and forthright-
ness, no matter how controversial his
views were, '

Only someone of Slovo’s stature
could suggest such compromises and
still remain popular with the people. His
paper on the “sunset ciauses” generated
an almost unprecedented debate within
the ranks of the movement.

Despite my own disagreements with
the paper, it clearly illustrates Slovo’s
boldness. He stood his ground on these
proposals even though some of our com-
rades called it a “sell-out™ position.

However, Comrade Joe was notrigid,
even 1n his own views, and he raised
issues for debate in order to clarify strat-
egies and tactics inside the party and the
ANC,

The loss of JS is a great blow to the
party. It is even greater since it is barely
two years since the assassination of
Comrade Chris Hani.

Much as it would not be easy to
produce anotherJS, the SACP can build
on his contribution and example to
strengthen itself as it faces the future.
Hamba kahle, JS!

often with a revolutionary flavour,

Slovo, who was Minister of Housing,
had committed himself to “delivering
homes” to millions of blacks who either
lived in shacks or did not have a roof
over their heads. |

A journalist in a weekend publication
observed that Slovo’s body had been
wasted and emaciated by the disease.

The reference seemingly offended
Slovo's comrades at the SACP.

At a memorial service at St Paul’s
Anglican Church in Soweto on Wednes-

Slovo —
'the voice
of the

INASSES

Joe Slovo at work ... leading the
masses in a Just cause.

\%\\ S

day, the SACP leadership referred to
this remark and promptly directed a
tirade at the Press for daring to write so
slanderously about Slovo.

Hierachy suggested

The hierarchy suggested they would
have had no problem with that being
mentioned, if Slovo’s good works had
also been amplified.
_.Secretary-general of the Congress of

‘South African Trade Unions Mr Sam

Shilowa said the Press shouldlearn to be

—_——— ..

even-handed and give due praise where
it 1s deserved.

The service in Soweto heard how
Slovo was described as a man bent on
“transforming this society”. |

Speakersdescribed Slovo asarevolu-
tionary who sacrificed his whiteness
and the privileges that went with it at the
altar of the struggle.

Also, Slovo was described as a strat-
egist who hated dogma and was pre-
pared to do the right thing even if that
made him unpopular,

 Justice and peace

ibution

General-secretary of SACP Mr
Chales Nqakula said if anybody de-
serves praise for having quickened the
liberation victory, it is Slovo.

He said full marks should go to Slovo,
who through Operation Vulindlela, set
the country on. the road to the first

nonracial democratic election on April
27 1994,

“From the ashes of Avalon Cemetery
will emerge freedom, justice and
peace,” Ngakula said.

-~

Joe Slovo’s -
favourite poem

In praise of
Communism

It’s sensible,

anyone can understand it.
It’s easy.

You're not an exploiter,
S0 you can grasy it.

It's a good thing for you,
find more about it.

The stupid call it stupid
and the squalid call it
squalid.

It is against squalor and
against stupidity.

The exploiters call it a
crime

but we know:

it is the end of crime.

it is not madness, but
the end of madness.

It 1s not the riddle

but the solution

It is the simplest thing
so hard to achieve,

Bertolt Brecht

By Themba Molefe
Political Correspondent

HERE in his own words, are some of
the issues that preoccupied Joe Slovo:

On the leading role of the ANC:
“We've had examples of radical youth
and quite a few radical workers too
have come to us and said: ‘“We’re not
joining the ANC, we’re waiting for the
party to come out and we've told them
on that basis there’s no place for them
in the party because they’ll have to be
re-educated politically.

“And it’s not because we want to
have a presence in the ANC, it's be-
cause we believe that the task of the
party has been and must continue to be
to strengthen the most important na-
tional force.”

On the armed struggle: “In 1961
history left us with no option but to
engage 1n armed action as a necessary
part of the political struggle. It was a
moment in which (to use Lenin’s
words) ‘untimely inaction would have
been worse than untimely action’. We
could not refuse to fight. We had to
learn how to do so. |

“And, 1n many respects, we had to
learn on the ground, in the hard school
of revolutionary practice.”

On religion: “It is my contention

Joe Slovo and Peter Mokaba sharing some of the most remebrered
moments on stage.

that there 1s a major convergence be-
tween the ethical content of Marxism
and all that 1s best in the world’s reli-
gions.

“But it must also be conceded that in
the name of both Marxism and religion,
great damage has been done to the hu-
man condition. Both ideclogies have
produced martyrs in the cause of oppres-

sion.”

On the apartheid regime’s
disinformation campaign against
him: “For the past decade and a half
they have been saying 1 am a KGB
colonel. I must be the most unsuccess-
ful spy in the world —— in 15 years I
haven’t had a promotion.”

Has socialism failed? “For our part,

=

we firmly believe in the future of social-
1sm, nor do we dismiss its whole past as
an unmitigated failure...But it is more
vital than ever to subject the past of
existing socialism to an unsparing cri-
tique in order to draw necessary lessons.
To do so openly is an assertion of justi-
fied confidence in the future of socialism
and 1ts inherent moral superiority.”

Has capitalism succeeded? “The
wretched of this earth make up over 90
percent of humanity. They live either in
capitalist-oriente.ied societies. For them
if socialism is not the answer, there is no
answer at all.” (December 1991)

On multiparty democracy: “The
single party state, except at rare mo-
ments in history, is a recipe for tyranny.”

On the challenges of a new South
Africa: “It is our task to give millions of
South Africans an essential piece of dig-
mty in their lives — the dignity that
comes from bhaving a solid roof over
your head, running water ad other serv-
ices in an established community.”

Looking back: “As far as I am con-
cerned, what I did, I did without any
regrets. Idecided long ago in my life that
there is only one target and that target is
to remove the racist regime and obtain
power for the people.” (December
1994). — Quotes courtesy of the Joe
Slovo Funeral Committee.
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A MED campaign to involve the public in wrltm ORC
a new constitution was officially launched in Johﬁn Hf‘F
neshurg by the Constitutional Assembly yesterday, '+*{v/

Assembly chairman Cyril Ramaphosa said the cam- #-:
paign slogan was “You made your mark in the el&e‘ﬁu
tion, now make your contribution to the new constittiifis
tion". He said the 490 assembly members would starf«"
the cunstltutmn-malung process when they resumedas’
work on January 28, LA

. “The campaign will enable us to keep our peopldsg:
informed as the process unfolds in the coming weeks
and months. More importantly it will help educate ouwr— =
people about the often abstract constitutional issues.”

“Through the constitution we will draft, we Wi}i”
be determining our country’s future and muwng»ﬁﬂ
step further in the process of nation-building.”

An advertising eampaign would run from fomorrow- —
until the adoption of the rew constitution in May ne);%
year. In the next few weeks educational booklets afid;
other print media will be launched to add to th&, 3
various .channels “of communication needed to re
-all our people-and get them on board. **.- ‘

“Negotiations for live coverage of Cnnstltutmnal’-'-'
Assembly plenary sessions by radio and television are
‘well under- way with the SABC.” i

The broadcasting cul'poratwn s task wuuld beﬁcru—f La
cial, given the level of illiteracy-in the country Rama-
phusa. said the public would be invited to express their- f
views in meetmgs with members of the Cunstltutmnal
Assembly. ;

"“Members of the Constitutional Assembly wﬂl. spentl ]
almost every weekend holding workshops, ebnfer,- "
erices;-area forums and other events with members. *;:‘”
the public.” * | ﬁ“aﬁ'“"’ )

‘AT news*bulletm t1tled Constltutmnal fI?alkh would™ «

. be published to Keep the puiblic rrup,.ta::- date;a.nd ASug, w.,

fnrum t0 exchange ideas, — Sapa. e
bl :
( . ull v
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Joe Slovo will be buried in Heroes to cemetery

' M The Avalon Cemetery in Soweto will
be the last resting place of Joe Slovo
where he will lie among many other
fallen heroes of the struggle who have
gone before him.
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JOHANNESBURG — When Joe Slovo is final-
ly laid to rest in Soweto’s Avalon Cemetery
tomorrow, he will have as neighbours some
150 000 of the township people whose causes
he spent his life fighting. Mr Slovo was a man
of the people and one of his last wishes was to
be buried among them.

Some of Mr Slovo’s comrades in the stark, tree-
less cemetery will be friends and compatriots
from the liberation struggle. There is Tsietsi Ma-
shinini who was the leader of the 1976 Soweto up-
rising and Hector Petersen, the first vietim of that
bloody clash.

Nearby lie Lilian Ngoyi and Helen Joseph, both
veteran leaders of the African National Congress
Womens’ League. Former president of Azapo,
Thami Mcerwa — who was murdered at the end of
last year — and Black Consciousness leader Let-
satsi Mosala both rest at Avalon as do many stu-
dents who were killed during the uprising that
changed the course of South African history.

dJust behind the grave prepared for the former
Minister of Housing and Communist Party stal-
wart, is a tombstone which reads; “In loving mem-
ory of the LION of Azania Uncle Zephania Le-
koame Mothopeng. Served, suffered and sacrificed.
You will forever remain in the hearts of the na-
tion.” _

Close to the former leader of the Pan Africanist
Congress is the last resting place of Andrew Mian-
geni, ANC leader and one of the Rivonia trialists
with Nelson Mandela.

The area where Mr Mlangeni and Mr Mothopeng
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Pictures: ANDREW INGRAM, The Argus.

lie has now been designated as “Heroes Acre”, ac- SOLEMN MOMENT: Anglican priest Michael Lapsley pays tribute to Mr Siovo at the memorial service in St Georne’s Cathedral vesterday.
MﬂﬂaMﬂmmﬂﬂwﬁﬂnmwﬂamwwmmm of Parks and Recrea their site at Avalon are Winnie Mandela and Cyril
“This cemetery. was run by white people for a WmEmwrcmm. who is said to have bought space for
very long time and as soon as we took over we  LWO graves. |
reserved this place for our heroes. All other promi- “Many prominent people have booked their
nent cemeteries have such an area,” he says. graves, but this is private information and cannot

“As soon as the political organisations were un- ~ be confirmed,” said Wire Mbutini, administrator

banned we declared Avalon to be the place for our  for the cemetery.
1 4 r . - _

wmwcwmmmzmmmwmﬁ. wﬁ_ﬁﬂ_ mwmn_ﬁ%mwﬁﬂmmw ﬁwmﬁﬂ% __.A.”__._ There is a certain mm&mmm among the leaders
1972. An average of 500 people are buried there ey-  2nd followers of Umkontoiwe Sizwe that Mr Slovo
ery month. A grave for a resident of Soweto costs will not be buried with his clogest commander and
R60 while non-Sowetans pay R200.The cemetery is , very good friend Chris HanizMr Hani, who was as-
schigduled to' be full in 2000, & ¢ © - “isassihated in 1993, is buried:¥ar his home in-tHe:
. Among the living, who already have reserved. -cemiétry at Dawn Park, Eas ‘Rand. 5
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“remembered:
"Hundreds - -
-mourn S]l_OVO

| LIBBY PEACOCK = i
iiWeekend .Argus Reportéi+ .+ iHE.

1"JOE Slovo hated, fought and de-
--feafed racism.and contributed to N SRS I A AN
making parliament “a vibrant ZXSEa Bale. cerBRl - A0 PSR Bh AT
parliament of the people”, Afri- =il N 3 B
can 'National Congress Member
of Parliament Tony Yengeni told
a memorial service for the late -
Minister of Housing.

49t George’s Cathedral was
ﬁgked for the lengthy lunch-time
+'arvice yesterday, while hundreds
1401 people milled outside.
-48peaking on behalf of the na-
tional assembly, Mr Yengeni said
MrSlovo always would be re-
membered as a ‘“‘man with a
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PAYING TRIBUTE: Parliament's flags fly at half-mast while
marchers, led by Local Minister of Environment Affairs, Natiire
Conservation and Tourism Lerumo Kalako, middle, religious
leaders and members of the ANC Women's L.eague bear
wreaths in honour of Housing Minister Joe Slovo.,

est hearts in South Africa ceased
to beat”.

Those who used to “mock him”

. i "

it an honour to have known and
worked with him and a great
honour to have been counted

standing debater”.

48 years”.

sharp intellect and as an out-

Provincial Minister of Trans-
port Leonard Ramatlakane said
Mr Slovo had contributed to the
reconstruction and development
programme in that he had done
more about housing in seven
months “than the regime did for

Addressing the crowd, national
Minister of Posts, Telecommuni-
cation and Broadcasting Pallo
Jordan said that when Mr Slovo
died last week “one of the great-

and “jeer at him” had at last be-
gun to recognise his virtues, but
what people seemed to want to
forget was “Joe Slovo the revolu-
tionary”.

Dr Jordan said the “true mean-
ing” of Mr Slovo’s life since he
joined the South African Commu-
nist Party at the age of 15 was
that of a revolutionary.

He had thrown himself “heart
and soul into the struggle” at a
very early age, but had never
been dogmatic or rigid.

“Joe Slovo dedicated his life to
bringing about change. I consider

among his friends.” |

Among the prominent Cape
clergymen who addressed the
service was the Rev Lionel Louw,
who said that while Mr Slovo for
a long time had been “enemy
number one” on this side of the
South African border, he was “en-
chanting everyone on the other
side”. |

Yesterday’s proceedings began
with a march from the Parade to
parliament, where Deputy Speak-
er of the National Assembly Bha-
dra’ Ranchod, Mr Yengeni and
others laid wreaths.




JEREMY GORDIN

IN ABOUT September 1993, I
was, as editor of the soon-to-
be-launched first issue of
south African Playboy, look-
ing desperately for the per-
son who would be our first
major interviewee.

US Playboy had tradition-
ally made its monthly inter-
view the centrepiece of its
non-pictorial content, and

ad featured over the years

eople ranging from Jimmy
‘Carter to Yasser Arafat and
Martin Luther King.

The office of the then pre-
sident of the ANC, Nelson
Mandela, said US Playboy al-
ready had a request in, and
that if he were to agree to an
interview, it would be with
our US parents. The then
state president, FW de
Klerk, considered our re-
quest for some days — then
decided, it seems, that a
Playboy interview would not
win him any exira votes in
the April election, and a re-
juest to Cyril Ramaphosa
~vas turned down.

Tne truth was that most
‘visible” people were not
teen then to appear in the
nagazine. It had not yet ap-
eared locally and no one
mew just how risque it might
)e. [n what was almost des-
ieration, I decided to ask Joe
lovo whether he would
gree to an interview.

After all, he was the man
105t (white) South Africans

+

loved to hate (ke was conten-
tious); he had, as chief of
Umkhonto we Sizwe, ap-
parently been involved in nu-
merous cloak-and-dagger ac-
tivities (he was adventurous);
chances were better than
good that after the election
he would end up being a
member of the Cabinet; and
he had surprised many peo-
ple by being a sensible and
conciliatory negotiator dur-
ing the various rounds of
CODESA talks.

But, given the general bias
in those days against Play-
boy and the fact that CODESA
was then in full swing, [ left a
message at his office without
holding out too much hope
that he would return the call.

I was mistaken. Unlike
most politicians — unlike
most people — he returned
the call promptly and he re-
turned it himself. I immedia-
tely began burbling about the
respectability of Playboy but
he said he had absolutely no
qualms about appearing in
the magazine.

Thus began my series of
interviews with Slovo, during
the course of which I spent
about 15 hours with him, in
his office and at his home,
discussing in detail his life
and cutlook.

[ had hecome & young jour-
nalist in the days when Slovo
was pubiic enemy number
one, when even the avowedly
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wife Ruth First, who was later murdered in Mozambique

and their young daughters Robin (with Slovo) and Gillian.

anti-government newspapers
on which [ worked hated to
let facts spoil a good story
about Slovo. He had been
continually portrayed as a
bloodthirsty atheist and
Marxist functionary, the hon-
orary KGB colonel with a
dacha on the Black Sea. (He
told me, incidentally, that he

had not been a colonel nor
had he been given a dacha.)

[ also knew that Slovo was
being continually berated in
Emm press and on talkshows
about being a Marxist when
the Marxist “empire' had
pretty much crumbled — and
I wondered, a little anxious-
ly, how he would react to

questions on the issue. [ also
wondered, even more anx-
iously, how to ask him about
his first wife, Ruth First, who
had been murdered in Mo-
zambique, apparently by the
operatives of the South Afri-
can government.

Having been searched by
some bodyguards, | was met

Joe Slovo was a gracious man with sheer

in the passage by a quietly
spoken, unassuming man —
there was no officious secre-
tary or minder, ne pomp or
ceremony.

As regards his bloodthirsti-
ness, he startled me by say-
ing quite offhandedly that he
had never believed the solu-
tion to the country’s prob-
lems lay in the armed strug-
gle, that MK's various actions
had simply been a method
of reinvigorating morale in-
side the country following the
hammer blows it had re-
ceived in the years between
Sharpeville and the 1976 un-
rest.

As for his atheism, he said
he was undoubtedly a non-
religious person but he spoke
with great affection of his
Jewish upbringing in Lithua-
nia, where he was born, and
of the valuable role such an
upbringing played in his life.

He knew, he said, that
Marxism was flawed but that,
in any case, he did not think
a debate about Marmdsm was
the central issue — the main
point was for the country to
find a system that would re
dress the wrongs that had
been inflicted on the majority
of its population.

He also spoke openly
about the death of Ruth First,
saying that bitterness was
pointless,

It struck me, as we talked,
that here was a person who
had, as the US phrase goes,

grit

recetved a bad press — at
least in South Africa. He was
straightforward and clear in
his thinking and willing to
consider every issue on its
merits, as rationally as possi-
ble.

It struck me too, as we
talked then, as well as later
at his house in Observatory,
and as [ reflected on his gen-
eral modus operandi and in-
sistence, for example, on
honouring undertakings (even
if they were small ones, like
returning a phone call), that
he reminded me of the best of
his generation — son of a
poor immigrant, devoted be-
cause of his background to
ameliorating the lives of
others, but unimpressed by
the trappings of power —
and always gracious.

But of course, Slovo had

something more. He had
sheer grit. He refused to give
up, no matter how badly the
odds were stacked against
him. He refused to give up his
ideals, though, as a devoted
master of realpolitik, he was
smart enough to know where
and when to compromise —
and, by being able to do so,
he became one of the major
architects of this country’s
new dispensation.
B 7he author is managing
editor of the Argus group’s
forthcoming supplement,
Business Report. He was
previously editor of Play-
borr
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How Shaniylown was won

ly ZB MOLEFE

YVHEN Joe Slovo
lied in the early hours
f Friday morning, a
iece of Soweto died.

That piece is Orl-
ndo - or Shantytown
f old.

There is a gener-
tion of black South
\fricans who will
ever forget the pitch-
d battles they fought
gainst the white mu-
icipal ruiers in the
0s and 50s to settle
here,

Foremost in their
1emories will be Joe
lovo who led a small

band of dedicated
anti-apartheid whites
- most of them South
African Communist
Party members - into
that crucial battle.
Slovo and his allies
sided with the “father
of Soweto’’, James
“Sofasonke” Mpanza
and his followers, who
were demanding that
sites at Orlando be

given to homeless
blacks.

That generation is
today scattered
throughout Soweto
and parts of the coun-
try. Now in their 60s
and 70s, they will not
have forgotten those
turbulent years and
Joe Slovo’s fine role.

Orlandoand
Pimville were the em-

bryo of Johannes-
burg’s black townships
which would later bal-
loon into Soweto.

In 1944 Johannes-
burg was bursting at
the seams, Thousands
of biacks were stream-
ing to the ‘““City of
Gold” from the rural
areas searching for
jobs and a better life.
The city experienced
unbearable overcrow-
ding in Ferreirasdorp,
Bertrams, Fordsburg
and Prospect Town-

ship, as it was called
then.

It was obvious that
the model township,
Orlando, built in the
late 30s and named
after city councillor
Orlando Leake, could
not handle the growing
black population.
Hunger for land be-
came the order of the
day.

The 40s also saw the
rise of charismatic
James Mpanza. It is
history that Mpanza

— ———§g ————————————————

‘took hundreds of his
followers and home-
less blacks onto a piece
of land opposite what
18 now the Orlando
Communal Hall and
staked his claim for
the land to be given to
the homeless hun-
dreds.

After numerous
pitched battles with
the Johannesburg City
Council - in one inci-
dent a black municipal

policeman was killed —
Mpanza won out when
officials backed down
and Shantytown, a fa-
mous Soweto land-
mark of yester-year,
was born.

Inthe mid-50s
Shantytown had to be
demolished and its
residents moved to a
number of townships
that had sprung up —
Dube, Mofolo and
Zondi — which herald-

1 Ty

ed the birth of Soweto
proper.

Today, Shantydown
has been replaced by
Soweto’s modern in-
dustrial park that
stretches from the Orl-
ando swimming pool
in the south to the
north near Mlamlan-
kuzi Railway Station
where the Soweto
Highway starts.

Shantytown has
gone, but its memory
— and the memory of
Joe Slovo’s role in its
formation — lives on in
Soweto.
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w1ll teday pay a last:trib-
ute to' his old frlend and
eemrede Joe Slovo in a
keynote address at_ the
new South Africa’ s first
state funeral.

+‘The funeral, expected

to, attract theusends of |
iourners from across. the-|
country and- politicaiyl.
> spectrum — will take  place |

* at Orlando Stadium from
*~ 7 am today when Slovo’s

bedy will be lying in state.

w300 Mourners will bee able

At

R i e Al L

-1 “to file past the open eeffm

befere members ef the
Government-of Netlenel
Umty and other dignitai-
ies arrive at 10 am.

. At Friday’s memorial }

service old political foes.

(from Communists

through to Christians,
Democrats and Social-
ists) sat side by side, unit-
ed by the common trib-
lites they gave Slovo as
““an outstanding ieader”.

‘Besides the ANC al-
liance leaders, the IFP’s
Chief Mangosuthu Buth-

elezi was there, so was the -

NP’s Olaus Van Zyl, the
PAC’s IKhoisan X, the
DP‘s Peter Leon and
mernbers of the Afneen
Chrleuen Demeeretle
PartyiiOnly the’white
rightwing parties were
noticeable by their ab-
sence.

PRESIDENT Mendele |

Among the foreign dig-
nitaries who have already
indicated that they wﬂl
attend today’s funeral
will be former Zambian
president Kenneth Kaun-
da and Gracia Machel,
the widow of the late
Mozambican premdent
Samora Machel.

Among other speakers
will be Cosatu president
John- Gomomo and SA
Communist Party general

secretary Charles Nqa-
kula.,

After Mandela’s ad-
dress, the coffin — covered
in the national flag — will
be placed on a gun car-
riage and transported to
the. Avalon cemetery
where Slovo will be
buned among the “hero-
es’’'of the liberation
struggle.

At the time of going to
press, City Press was un-
able to confirm if the SA
National Defence Force.
will ‘honour Slovo with a
21-gun salute. .-

The Trlpartzte Alliance
haSurged all partlelpents
toftreat Slovo’s ‘funeral
“vnth ‘the dignity ' befit-

tirig a*great leader“
Y E\ _I

.B. See Page 2
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Slovo mobbed in death

B BY PATRICK LAURENCE

Joe Slovo was mobbed by enthu-
siastic supporters at his burial
as he had been in life since his
return from exile on 1990.

A crowd that had waited at
Avalon Cemetery until after a fu-
neral’service at Orlando Sta-
dium pressed forward to see and
perhiaps even touch his coffin.

ANC marshals failed to keep
the surging mass back and ANC
leadeérs Cyril Ramaphosa and
Carl Nichaus had only momen-

M_—

~ THE STAR / MONDAY JANUARY 16#995

Ve R

J

Wk £ e
o S Y - miapiifn. o
e
- T

|
B

i

& e e Al
W T
2
=

-

[
'
T,
1.
1

I u e T
T ?n- L~ 5
[0 I
L] - o
A ..'r"-f oy
"I maipiacn L
4 yairFiy 1

.

::::::

U =

St
.
pn

B4
't-.. 1 1
ety
=

tary success in their appeals to
stop the forward momentum.

When SA Communist Party
leader Thenjiwe Mtintso sum-
moned MK units, there was a
wrestling match between the un-
iformed men and the front line of
the impatient crowd.

There was one nasty moment
when a marshal laid into a sec-
tion of the crowd with a sjam-
bok.

As Slovo’s widow, Helena
Dolny, spoke on behalf of the
family, people erept under the

aiuto pa their res
lost control of the crowd, and the security risk meant that Nelson Mandela
OLLE )

s
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platform, anxious to catch a
glimpse of the man who helped
found the ANC underground
army and later engaged white
leaders at the negotiation table.

Slovo, national chairman of
the SACP, breached the segrega-
tion barrier in death as he had
in his life. He became only the
second white person to be buried
at the Soweto cemetery, after
Helen Joseph.

At the funeral service, Presi-

dent Mandela remembered Slovo
as a man of courage who had

pets to JoSIv in Soweto y
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PICTURE: JODI BIEBER courtesy RADIO 702
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life
fought for the oppressed but
lived life to the full.

“He liked to eat and dress
well," said Mandela of a “com-
rade, brother and friend”.

Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, An-
glican priest Barney Pityana,
SACP general seeretary Charles
Ngakula and Cosatu president
John Gomomo also'paid tribute.

Helen Slovo said her husband
“never got too big for his boots”,
was a person who was “endear-

ingly messy and relaxed” and
one who could laugh at himself.

[




Fmal farewell . people came from far and wnde to pay trlbute to former South Afncan Commumst Party leader .
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Joe Slovo, who was buried in Soweto’s Avalon Cemetery yesterday.

= BY BI!GHWYH LITTLETON'

Thousands helped lay former
SA Communist Party leader
and housing minister Joe Slovo
to rest in Soweto yesterday, in
what was a State funeral as
well as a people’s burial.

After the dignified service
inside Orlando Stadium, the
burial at Avalon Cemetery de-
generated into chaos when
marshals lost control of a
crowd that surged forward to
get closer {o the grave.

ANC officials at the ceme-
tery said the crowd’s behav-
iour posed a security risk thai
kept President Mandela from
attendi[i’g the burial. But this
morning, ANC MP Carl Nie-
haus said Mandela had not
planned on going and was re-
presented by Deputy President
Thabo Mbeki.

Earlier at Orlando, Mandels
bent over Slovo's open coffin
- and gently touched the face of
his friend since their days at
Wits University.

Thousands had aiready filed
past the plain pine coffin cu—
vered by the new flag.

said Mandela. “The course

1-41"1.:‘.

Dignity then chaos
as Slovo is b

JoeSlﬁvuhachv?iﬂ/c‘ -

tinue to -guide us in fulﬂl]mg
the housing p
“His firmness in dealmg
with obstacles to this pro-
e will remain one of the
central features of our work.”
The president added tearful-
ly: “It is the of South
Alrica that his humanity, prag-
matism and industriousness
were realised by many, partic-

p Slovo mobbed in death
as he was in life — Page 3

ularly among the white com-
munity, only after close on 40

yvears of an artificial silence

imposed on him by constant

- “And it is a tragedy still that
these qualities are extolled by
some, as if they were new.”
Slovo had not seen himself
as a white man fighting for
blacks. He had'seen himself as
a South African, Mandela said.
SACP general secretary
Charles Ngakula said. it was-
difficult to accept Slovo's 8 death’

because he had remained com- -

ie

loi left behind, he said, was,
“a builder’s trowel”.

Cosatu president John Go-
momo said it was a measure of
Slovo’s bravery that he spent
his last hours working to pro-
vide houses for his people.

Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris
dared any rehgmus leaders to
condemn Slovo for not practis-
ing religion in the traditional
sense. ‘He was the true hu-
manitarian.”. |

The funeral lost its dignity
when thousands, crowded in
the mud at the souithern end of
the cemetery, launched into
behaviour that ANC secretary-
general Cyril Ramaphosa de-
scribed as disgraceful.

Eventually Slovo’s casket
was lowered into the ground
without ceremony, and. his
family and friends poured sand
on tup of the pine cuﬁn with-
out a word.

The crowd noise:éven
drowned out an official AK-47
salute.

The ecrowd was silent only
when Slovo’s wife, Helena, said
a moving farewell.

mitted to his tasks until his-: -+ Among those at Orlando

last hours. One of the things

were five National Party MPs.
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‘Monday Janyary A6 1990 SONETAN:

HOUSANDS of people
crammed into the
Orlando Stadium in

B GREAT REVOLUTINARY Men and

Soweto yesterday to pay
their last respects at the

women of rare qualities are few and hard to

funeral of Housing Min-
ister and South African Communist
Party leader Joe Slovo.

come by, says President Nelson Mandela:

“We are assembled to mourn the
,.passingofa leader, a patriot, a father, a
- " fighter, anegotiator, an internationalist
and an organiser,” President Mandela

said in praise of Slovo.

“Indeed, it is the combination of all
these qualities so splendidly in one

-individual, which made Comrade Joe
Slovo the great African revolutionary

. that he ‘was. Men and women of rare

qualities are few and hard to come by.

And when they depart, the sense of ioss

is made the more profound and the

more difficult to manage.

R Yet we do draw comfort, Comrade

Yoo Joe:
‘- % @ from the knowledge that the
' greater part of the journey that was the
passion of your life has been traversed;

@ from the knowledge that you left
o a legacy which we shall all strive to

l’_ | emujate;
} ® from the knowledge, Comrade
‘ Joe, that you continue to live in each
' one of us through your force of exam-
ple, vitality of spirit and passion for
justice.

Today, as the nation bids you final
farewell, we are at the same time
celebrating a life lived to the full; the
richess of which touched the hearts of

_ millions and made an indelible mark on
the history of our country. .
" “When future generations look back
on the 1994 breakthrough, they wili be
justified in saying: Uncle Joe was cen-
tral in making it happen.

Chief architect

When the working people start enjoy-
ing, as a right, a roof over their heads,
affordable medical care, quality educa-
tion and arising standard of living, they
"“will be right to say, Comrade Joe was a
.. chief architect who helped lay the foun-
.~dation for a better life.
When those yet to be born marvel at
how South Africans of our times man-
. .aged a delicate transition, they will be
within their right to sing, as we did
_ during the years of armed struggle:
..1’Slovo ikomando, a commando of re-
construction and development, a2 wai-
.rior of peace and reconciliation, a
builder par excellence.
Comrade Joe Slovo was one of those
~ who taught us that individuals do not
make history. Yet, in each generation
there are a few individuals who are
~ endowed with the acumen and personal
bearing which enable them to direct the
course of events.
Comrade Joe Slovo,
Isithwalandwe-Seaparankoe, be-
~longed in that category. Inthat scnse he
. was a rare species, an institution. To
L reﬁ}gct on Joe's contribution is, there-
\ : +; fore, to retrace the evolution of South |

F « ¥, African politics i’ the past half-cen-

= -

<55 ESichi{s the life we celebrate today: a -
-+ life not-s6 much of white generosity to.
- - ¢the black people of our country; for-J5
5 1did not see-himself as a white:South
s 'iifﬂ"" 4

2. a fulll part ofthe democratic majority; -,
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#5857 doting together with them for ajustand’ - He was 2 good

w2t therdife ot merely:of a theoretician, s .

- monfined to the boardroom and library .- ti€s: He: liked
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When, in 1934, the village of Obelkel
in Lithuania, bequeathed to South Af-
rica an eight-year-old Yossel Mashel
Slovo, there was no pre-determined
course that his life would follow.

Revolutionaries

Forced to leave school at an early age
because of poverty; part of the passion-
ate political debates of that period
among immigrants in Johannesburg; a
poor Jewish family upbringing in the
period when Nazism was rearing its
ugly head — all these factors helped
mould one of the greatest South African
and African revolutionaries of our
times.

Joe Slovo was among the few white
workers who understood their class in-
terest and sought common cause with
their class brothers and sisters irrespec-
tive of race. In this sense, Comrade JS
leaves the South African workingclass
-— black and white — a challenge, par-
ticularly now that the walls of racial
division are finally collapsing: the time
for unity has come!

The young Joe could have chosen a
lucrative life, after returning from serv-
ice in the Second World War, and ac-
quiring the opportunities accorded
white veterans. He could have elected,
as many in his position did, to part ways
with his black colleagues as they rode
into oblivion on the bicycles given them
as the thankless reward for their service
in the war. But Joe Slovo was a full
human being at heart. And he possessed
the passion and natural mtellect to se€
reality for what it was. He had, at the age
of 16 joined the Communist Party of
South Afrnica.

Racist regime

To use his own words, he had decided
that in his life there was only one target,
and that target was to remove the racist
regime and obtain power for the people.

Those of us who had the honour to be
closely associated with Cormrade Joe,
know that he live and true to the dedica-
tionn he knew full well that he would
walk again and again through the valley
of the shadow of death to reach the
mountain-tops of his desires.

I was fortunate to meet him in our
younger days at Wits University. With
his future wife, Rurth First, [smaii Meer,
Harold Wolpe, Jules Browde, JN Singh
and others, we would debate many is-
sues well into the early hours of the
morning. His sharp intellect and inci-

sive mind

mour in abundance.

It is this passion for happiness in his
life and the lives of others that we saw in
his contribution to the campaigns of the
working people; in court as a devastat-
ing human rights lawyer; in the under-
ground; and in the formation of
Umkhonto we Sizwe in 1961.

When we were on Robben Island, we
managed on a few occasions to ex-
change correspondence. But if there is
any form of intimate contact that one
could point at, it was the glowing praise
from the young cadres who joined us
and who had developed both politically
and rilitarily under his guidance.

It is precisely because of his seminal
contribution to the liberation struggle
that Comrade JS was loved by those
struggling for freedom.

Speclal operations

Though the defenders of apartheid
sought to obliterate his memory, the
struggling people knew that he was an
effective and skilful MK Chief of Op-
erations; they knew that he was a loved
and respected MK Chief of Staff; they
knew that he planned and inspired many
special operations of the people’s army
that shook the foundations of the apart-
heid establishment.

They knew too that he was at the core
of collectives that drafted many strategy
and tactics documents of the movement.

The most central factor in his ap-
proach to struggle on any front was the
understanding of the political situation,
the balance of forces and thus the ap-
proaches necessary to advance that
struggle. Thus he was able to appreciate
changes in the objective conditions and
initiate discussions on changes to the
tactics to be applied.

He knew when to compromise. Yet
he never compromised his principles.
He was a militant. Yet a militant who
knew how to plan, assess concrete situ-
ations and emerge with rational solu-
tions to.problems.

We shall forever remember Slovo as
one of the embodiments of the alliance
between the ANC and the SACP. Joe
knew that the interests of the working
class in our country were intimately
bound up with those of the rest of the
oppressed majority in pursuit of democ-
racy and a better hife.

He knew too that, for the working
class to realise these interests, it had to
play an active role in the liberation
struggle and the liberation movement.

12 H AT

President Mandela extols the outstanding qualities of loe Slovo.

Joe apprécirﬁfe& that the Alhance be-
tween the ANC, the SACP and the pro-
gressive trade union movement was
premised on concrete democratic and
social tasks. He appreciated the need to
strengthen this Alliance especially now
when we are reconstructing and devel-
oping South Africa.

More than in theory, his own practi-
cal life demonstrated his profound un-
derstanding of the nature of the relation-
ship between the ANC and the SACP:
the leading role of the ANC; the princi-
ples of consultation, consensus and
criticismm within disciplined structures
of the allies. The advocates of racial
superiority could not understand how
Slovo coyld be part of the liberation
struggle and operate under the leader-
ship of the hapless inferiors they de-
spised. But Joe took part in struggle as
an equal, as part of the people.

End to dominance

The defenders of national oppression
could not understand why Slovo would
seek to end the dominance of his racial
“kith and kin”, But Joe’s kin was all
humanity, especially the very poor.

The champions of privilege and con-
centration of wealth could not fathom
why Slovo identified with the wretched
of the earth. But Joe knew that these
were the creators of wealth and they
deserved their fair share.

It is the tragedy of South Africa that
his humanity, pragmatism and industri-
ousness were realised by many, particu-
larly among the white community, only
after close on to 40 years of an artificial
silence imposed on him by constant
banning.

And it is a tragedy still, that these
qualities are extolled by some, as if they
were new.

Let it be said loud and clear today,
that the qualities Slovo demonstrated in
abundance in the past few years were
the same attributes that spurred him to
struggle, the qualities that drove am to

were apparent
then. ......
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join the liberation movement and the
qualities that he helped engender in
these organisations.

We in the Government of National
Unity know intimately what vacuum
Minister Joe Slovo’s departure has left
in our midst. We shall miss not only his
incisiveness, experience and verve.

We are conscious that it is given to a
few to so ably combine theory and prac-
tice, as Joe demonstrated in his portfo-
lio.

But we know too that he has leftus a
legacy which will continue to guide our
approach., And that is to mobilise all the
role-players in any area of work for joint
efforts to build a better life for all.

The depth of it all is captured in the
profound messages that we have re-
ceived from the civics movement, mort-
gage-lending institutions, the construc-
tion industry, property owners’ associa-
tions, the banks and many others.

Contained in all of them is the appre-
ciation of Joe’s central theme that all of
us have a responsibility to ensure that
the RDP succeeds. Those with resources
have a cruciai role to play. The govern-
ment should discharge its responsibil-
ity. But, above all, ordinary people
themseives should guide policy formu-
lation and implementation.

Among the last issues he was work-
ing on with a passion only typical of him
was the launch of a campaign to ensure
delivery of houses and services; and at
the same time, to mobilise communities
to pay their bonds, rents and service
charges. 1 wish on behalf of Govein-
ment to reiterate that the course Joe
Slovo had charted will continue to guide
us in fulfilling the housing programine.

His firmness in dealing with obsta-
cles to this programme will remain one
of the central features of our work.

If we have taken liberty to claim
Comrade Joe as ours today, this merely
underlines that there are those to whom

he was more than just a revolutionary
and a friend.
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| ' dela, agal jant backdrop
BUTE ... President Nelson Mandela, -against a glant Ldw
E:trait of Mr Joe Slovo; . greets mourners before paying trig%tgd’a:ttohflit
Sibvo’s state funeral yestérday. A ‘c‘nggwlq. of more thﬁag_ 3 Sowe:cyo
toyied,-sang and chanted at the ceremany in. Orlando Stadium, .
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&%, By ANTHONY JOHNSON
sheo Political Correspondent -
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‘necessary, wor

THE concept of 2 government of national unity was
very difficult to reconcile with parliamentary de-
mocracy, Democratic Party MP and constitutional
expert Mr Colin Eglin said last night. '

But he told a UCT Summer gchool discussion that
he believed the unity government was necessary at
this stage of South Africa’s political histo and that

it was “working rather wella.ﬂ_ 12 h qs,

Mr Eglin said that since the government was
formed in May last year he believed that the concept
of bringing political opponents into “gn unnatural
%:vemment alliance” had gained public. accep-

nce. A

The yeason for this was that both the political;
leadership and the rank-and-file agreed that the
mndﬁ;ngﬂtal issues facing South Africa atthis stage’
were réconciliation and nation-building on the one
hand, and reconstruction and development on the

_other.
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W BY ESTHER WAUGH
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

| The NP today starts its
ftrst federal congress
since losing power with
proposals for plamng a
construetive role in the
'Government of Nationa]
Unity while at the same
time sharpening its
watchdog role as an op-
position party.

Some 1200 NP dele-
| gates are to debate draft
policy documents on the
| economy, security, edu-
cation, human rights and
constitutional issues.

Also to be finalised are
the party’s positions on

the death penalty and

abortion on demand.
Resirictions on the

- z ‘ﬂl'l
".'I:.'"a""'-.‘"', : :'J- N ,'"
‘- !-11 :: .f?' '-5| ! ..",: T

(Boyn
availability o ogras
phic materlal should “be
controlled in such a way
that it is not freely ac-
cessible to minors"”,

The draft policy docu-
ment commits the NP to
the recognition of the
right to private owner-
ship of property, en-
trenched in the final con-
stitution.

The restitution of land
rights should comply with
justice and sound eco-
nomic policies.

Affirmative action, the
NP warns, could “easily
be turned into affirmative
grabbing”.

“Too many old friends
have been appointed to
positions for which they

7

F

NP congress to aim at
beefed-up watchdo

45 hilac

have no wslble qua.hﬁca—

tions.

“There is too much .
lowering of quahﬁcatmns

for particular positions.”

Programmes for ihe
public service to enable
the disadvantaged to im-
prove their skills as well
as a non-governmental

“diserimination watch” to
expose dlserlmmatury
employment practices in
the public sector should
be adopted.

The party also ex-
presses concern at the
growing breakdown of
law and order.

The congress will be
opened tonight by Depu-
ty President and NP lead-
er F W de Klerk.
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DEPUTY Piesidént F W de Klerk
denied today that he was about to

resign from the government of na-
tional unity.

R et 3 T T PR R DR LT P £ T e 1 (R
T" ~r Pullilﬁélr s-rtg"- J':. "Elki'li:”:w ) "1‘ |f."'I?-T."F I{;‘h_{:i':.#}::-{ '.d.Hﬁ‘]'Ir'_TE:-,:-_-rLLlﬁ'T‘:r: ‘!I?"?F

He made the announcement be-
cause of turmoil in the National Par-
ty over the African National Con-
~ gress-dominated cabinet’s decision to

nullify 3500 indemnities granted se-
cretly before the election.

- Today Mr De Klerk and his NP lieuten-
ants mehon the issue, but he emerged to
tell the . women’s federal congress:
“There is no truth in the allegation that 1
have resigned.

“] will from my side, in the most re-
sponsible manner, {ry to manage and help
manage these problems towards solutions
that will be in the best interests of South
Africa but which the NP will be able to

live with.”

Mr De Klerk confirmed to reporters
that “serious problems” had arisen within
the government and said: “I am deeply
upset about the present situation.” '

He is expected to elaborate when 'he
opens the party’s full federal congress at
the World Trade Centre tonight.

NP sources said the party would de- :
mand that the cabinet decision not to re-|
cognise the indemnities be rescinded.
A hastily convened crisis meeting took 1;
dela and two NP ministers after tlie ex: i

iR ™ o Tl ¥ & e AU e TR 4 -, D3 e T g T il
1--piace Tast night' between President”
change-‘of hiirsh words bétween the ANC:

and NP over the indemnity controversy~|

at a routine cabinet meeting. - .
Sources say that at the meeting Mr'D
Klerk said he might have to reconsider
his position in the government because of |
strong criticism by Mr Mandela in the in-

demnity row.
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" Kobie Coetsee at the centre |
of the storm — page 2
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The late-night meeting was attended by
Mr Mandela, Transport Minister Mac Ma-
haraj and NP ministers Pik Botha and
Roelf Meyer. - -
| Although sources would today not dis-
close details of the talks, it is understood
the matter was not resolved.

~But Deputy Minister of Home Affairs
and the ANC’s former chief negotiator on
indemnity, Penuell Maduna, said on tele-
vision last night the government was not -
in a crisis over the indemnity issue. The
cabinet had agreed not to act irrationally
and to move in a direction where a law |
could be passed to deal with indemnity
effectively.

The cabinet announced yesterday that j
two former ministers and 3 500 policemen
who applied for indemnity last year had
not heen indemnified.

Jakes Gerwel, director-general of the
president’s office, told a news conference
at the Union Buildings that the cabinet
had decided that former Law and Order
Minister Adriaan Vlok, former Defence
Minister Magnus Malan, police commis-
! sioner Johan van der Merwe and 3 500 po-

licemen who applied for indemnity in the
weeks before the election had not been
granted indemnity. . . |
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he near-.

three hours the cabinet had devoted to

d indemnities
from the

phasised that in t
demnity that the indemnity

Dr Gerwel said the applicants should
all apply to the Truth and Reconciliation

Comrnission.
“They are two separate issues,” he said. ,

“This latest group of reporte

. Dr Gerwel em

ly
agreed process for indemnification of

of ANC members was never at issue.
l ANC people.”

was separate and distinct

discussing in
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THE government of national unity
was last night experiencing its most
serious strains yet as a result of sharp
differences between President Nelson
Mandela and Deputy President FW de
Klerk on the issue of indemnity grant-
ed to 3500 policemen and two formfer
Cabinet Ministers.

De Klerk said yesterday ke had been
forced to reconsider his position in govern-
ment following a “comprehensive, sharp
and insulting attack” against the party

during Wednesday’s Cabinet meeting.

Opening the NP federal congress at
Kempton Park last night, De Klerk de-
manded the ANC leadership take “appro-
priate steps” without delay to remedy the
‘“unfair . .. and unacceptable attack”. The
NP had been “viciously insulted, not ..._Ew
on the indemnity issue but al3p on suc
matters as the reconstruction and develop-
ment programme, affirmative action and

the party’s good faith”,

An NP management comimittee meeting

 Had etidorsed his view that the ANC would

L¥h

- NP'§ co-operation wi

have 1o réspond positively to ensure the
government. ,
He dematided that ¢

ensure “honourable co-operation” and
avoid & repetitioit of recent events,

. t gdvernment cdiiven.
tions afid procedures be supplemented to

He would be meeting Mandela tomor- .

row and if the President’s reaction was
positive, the government of national unity
would continue: itg “good work”. If not the
NP would be pbliged to “glve thorough
consideration to all available options”.
De Klerk's comments referred to heated

FW demands response from ANC
Nats threaten
to reconsider:
role 1n govt

!
4
]

ot
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exchanges understood to have taken place
between himself and Mandela in the Cabi-
net meeting during discussion on the issue
of indemnity for 3500 policemen shortly
before the April election, m

De Klerk sald the NP did not agree with
the Cabinet decision and dissociated itself
from the view that the policemen had ot
been indemnified. The NP said if it was
true that the policemen had not acquired
indemnity, then the same would apply to
ANC members who had not adequatsly
specified offences they had committed,

De Klerk denied that the NP acted clan-
destinely and dishonourably with regard to

" the indemnity applications. Neither did the
NP try to conceal or hide the fact of the
| m_um:nmzonm. he said. , !

eacting to De Klerk’s speech, ANC

spokesman Jackson Mthembu saild last

night the ANC was consldering its position
and would issue a coniprehensive state-
ment today. ¥

~ An NP source yesterday described Chbi-
net secretary Jakes Gerwel's description

.. -0f Wednesday's Cabittet meeting as “lies”,
.. Gerwel told a ews conference Cabinet

had decided the 3500 policemen’ had-not;

been granted indemnity. Hé ¢laitned there -
-were no indications that-the
national unity was under t.

verpment'of

Yesterday a senfor- NP EmE_EFm,E.ﬁ
“We are Dot going to remain members of

Mwm gavernment of national unity, just.for.
€

ﬂd. gnﬂ QH Eﬂ bzn.- h..____. ......
umn_u_ﬁm.“._ _wmﬁogwanaa&m rmmm
1 To Page 2

Indemnity

meeting of the NP’s federal council a
which sharp differences were understood
to have emerged about the way some party
members had handled the issue.

Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister

Pik Botha denied suggestions that other

party members were critical of state-
ments e had made before the Cabinet
meeting in which he caoncluded that amnes-
ty had not heen granted to the policemen

wm_.u nnamu_m%m.h Jmm.w and
gnus Malan ”Mm }
Botha insi y y .._H _"&_wu inter-

nretation of the indemnity question was
the only legally correct one. Neither the
3 500 policemen, nor thousands of ANC
members had specified the offences for
which they wished to be indemnified — as
required by the legislation — so they could
not have been granted indemnity.

Of the 10000 people, including the
policemen, who had applied for indemnity,

‘only 318 had formally bees granted indem-

nity, Botha said.

Wednesday's Cabinet meeting was fol-
lowed by a crisis meeting attended by
Botha and several ANC Cabinet members,
intended to smooth over differences. Botha
would not comment on it but said he had

) From Page 1

reported back to the NP’s federal congress.

INGRID SALGADO reports that investi-
gations into the actions of former Law and
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok are to con-
tinue following the Cabinet decision that he
had not been indemnified. Vlok is being
sued by former ANC activist Shirley Gunn
for crimen injuria and defeating the ends
of justice for his alleged role in the 1988
Khotso House bombing.

Safety and Security Ministry spokesman
Capt Craig Kotze said yesterday SA Police
Service investigators would be picking up
where they had left off. The investigation
was suspended after police commissioner
Gen Johan van der Merwe raised the issue
of indemnities for certain former NP Cabi-
net Ministers and 3 5008 policemen.

Gunn has rebuked Van der Merwe for
failing to notify her lawyers about the
state of the investigation against Vlok. She
said yesterday it had been unacceptable
that Vlick had indemnified hirnself.

Cosatu said yesterday it was discussing
with Jawyers possible charges arising from
the bombing of Cosatu House and attacks
on its leaders.

@ Pictura: Page 3
® Comment: Page 8 - -
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gune uirougn wie mill 1 the public sector ...
do not always grasp” the fact of parliamentary
management and regard the legislature “as just
another civil service department subject to gov-
ernment regulations and instruetions”. This had
resulted in much “frustration”.

The Northern Cape legislature pintpoints the
“apparent gap, or lack of contact” between the
province’s ministers and the portfolio commit-
tees as a source of “major concern”.

“A perception is that the members of the ex-
ecutive committee are deeply engrossed (in) the
day-to-day operations of their line departments,
very often at the expense of ... important poli-
Cy matters.

The Northern Cape report also expresses dis-
appointment at the “apathy” among legislators
towards training programmes.

Finally, it says the “lack of proper structures
and resources have often served as debilitating
factors to the efficient and effective functioning
of the provineial legislature”,

A “lack of punctuality among the vast major-
ity of legislators and ministers” is among the
problems raised in the Northern Transvaal par-
liament’s report. Another “draw-back” is the
lack of experience among public representa-
tives and staff.

The 86-member Gaunteng parliament says its
chief concerns are a shortage of staff in all de-
pariments, demotivation of staff “arising from
uncertainty and insecurity of employment” and

“unclear lines of accountability and communi-
cation”.

There is also a “limited understanding” of the
rules of parliament. This, however, is changing:
the year was “a sharp learning curve for every-
body”.

The Eastern Transvaal parliament is “still
struggling with procedures” and looking for
ways to speed-up the familiarisation process.

Another “major concern” is the translation ‘of
documents into five official languages.

“This process is consuming a lot of time and
money,” its report says.

In the North West Province, legislators are
“confident in their deliberations (but) it is clear
they need assistance with research”. Also, the
limited size of the legislature results in a heavy
burden being placed on portfolio committees,

Legislators are also concerned about how ef-
fectively to draw the public into the law-mak-
ing process.

The Free State legislature complains that in-
teraction with the national parliament has been
“sporadic” and that there has not been enough
interaction with other provincial parliaments.

It also says security services by the police
“are not satisfactory”, although the report does
not say why.

® Improving co-operation between the na:
tional and provincial parliaments is among the
key aims of the forum. It is also seeking ways
to improve public access to law-making.
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JOHANNESBURG, — Almost three-
quarters of black South Africans and
41% of whites, coloureds and Asians
feel 1995 will be better than last year.

_ This. is according to the findings,
released yvesterday, of rkinor’s lat-

est poll. "304H

The poll, edrried out’in November,
involved 2 320 people living mainly in
_majnr cities. T 2_0 ,7

Markinor said in a statement the
figures reflected a “significant in-
crease” in optimism since a year ago,
when ,the comparable figures, were
60% for blacks and 31% for -whites,
coloureds and Asians. :

The number of blacks who felt the
g

F o |

year would be worse than the pre-
vious one fell from 18% a year ago to
seven percent, and from 32% to 26%
for other groups.

. In nearly every instance metyngu,l_i-
tan coloureds were more optimistic
than metropolitan Indians or whites.

«Although overall there has been an
inerease in optimism, there is clearly
still a great deal of reservation in;the
minds of whites, coloureds and Indi-
ans,” said Markinor account. direcfor
Ms Mari Harris. C e

e
| b=
H !

Blacks were still fairly euphoric; al-
though many had yet to reap the bene-

fits of a new government. — Sapa
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ESEARCHERS from the Cen-
tre for Policy Studies decided
to close their ears to the con-
ference room and media cho-
:rus about “the rising tide of expecta-

. ?tiene” and growing militancy,
. Instead. they tuned in to what peo-

}ple were saying.,
What did they hear? In the words of

researcher Craig Charney, that people
' in the squatter camps and rural back-
~_waters, in township homes and on the
- factory floor are "“more realistic in
thelr expectations and more patient
end hopeful about the future than con-

entional wisdom

holds”.

Furthermore, that
(although there is
definite disappoint-

ment with the pace of

change during the
first seven months of
the new order) peo-
. —mewmst Ple ha&ve not turned
away from the Gov-

=t LN LT JebUN b i

. ]
T sy ernment.
= SR AT “
e AN They still want “to

‘have to play
;'e'ewerege. '

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, make the system
work for them, not
- bring it dewn".

Modest though ex-
pectations may be,
there is an impera-
tive for the Government to meet the
‘tpeople on their terms and begin pro-

'_,I" ducing what they urgently want. Oth-
:.3 erwise the likely outcome is a “crisis

Yol eynicism"”, he concludes — that

.'! is, “a turning away from politics ..
+tmarked by declining electorat pertiei-
.} pation, a Ieee vigorous political system

-'%

#

|
1
i

and an increase in dieerge:ﬂeed social
pmteet critme and violence”.

This is not to be mietaken for the
ee-ee.lled second stage of the revolu-
tion. Charney says that such a revolu-
tionary scenario, eagerly awaited by

R s g L End trqewrzfﬂr,ei'rﬂwﬁmw =1
'._. Hﬁ-emwmee'ﬂmweew;o-un.ntg:n-muwew-ewmrmw

e A R T

A picture emerges of a mature, pragmatic,

reasonable constituency among the masses
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NOT SO SWEET HOME: A typical squatter’s shack at Tamboekiesfontein, near Heidelberg.

some ideologues and feared by others,
“seems to be on indefinite helcl"

This is the gist of Charney's 72-page
report, “Voices of a new democracy:
African expectations in the New SA”

The researchers got together 13
groups of "grassroots” participants:
elght of them drawn from urban com-
munities in Gauteng and five from
rural communities in the Northern
Transvaal and the North West.

These are some of the expectations:

A keen awareness of the con-
straints on government: Group mem-
bers were well able to identify and ap-
preciate the practical obstacles which
the Government faced in improving liv-
ing conditions, the study found.

[ndividuals were not blinded by
their own plight to the bigger picture.
A West Rand squatier said; “At the
moment | am deeply sad because I'm
old and have no proper home, Yet
when I think realistically, I can see
that I can't fix many things overnight.”

A number of participants mentioned
the dependency of change on invest-
ment and training. -

A desire to accept less In order to
spread benefits. Asked to choose be-
tween high standards for a limited
number and lower provisions for many
more people, most opted for the latter.

Egalitarianism

Charney observed there were mixed
reasons for this — a positive bellef in
egalitarianism and a fear of the conse-
quences If some were excluded from
benefits. A typical comment from this
majority group was: “(Wage) incre-
ments should be low s0 that the ones
on the outside can get in.”

However, on the question of high
wages versus more jobs, Charney
noted, unionised workers and better
educated township residents opted for
the high wage route.

Limited and realistic expecta-

tions. Members of the groups were
well able to distinguish between their
desires and their expecations, and the
latter were far from Utopian.
“Participants are most optimistic
about progress on education, fairly op-
timistic about housing and water sup-
ply, pessimistic about job ereation and

uncertain about rural electrification,”

the report notes.

“Notably absent is the blind faith in
recejving a job, house and car soon
that has worrled the exponents of the
‘excess expectations’ idea.”

That people see job creation as the
toughest nut for the Government to
crack i{s more striking because jobs
were what all groups viewed as their
most urgent requirement.

When it came to education, the view
prevailed that quite & lot could be
achleved in the five-year term of the
Government of National Unity, be-
cause basic facllities were in place.

Likewise, with housing, most ex-
pected the backlog to be dented within
flve years. Typically they rated the
problem of homelessness as likely to
be “half way” eradicated by then.

“It is particularly instructive to note
that shack-dwellers — the most de-
prived urban population in terms of
housing — generally did not expect
their housing to change in the immedi-
ate future. While they are aware of
constraints and are willing to wait,
they display neither pessimism nor

unlimited patience. When asked when'

they expect their housing cireum-
stances to improve, the most common
reply is ‘in five years'.”

Rural participants — who rate
water as their most desperate need
after jobs — had a real expectation
that piped water was on the way.
Many referred to activitles such as the
laying of pipes and the installation of
taps as definite signs of this,

“"What is noteworthy about how

group members describe their expec-
tations 1s not how high or excessive
these are, but rather how limited and
realistic. They are hardly looking for-
ward to social upheaval in which the
last becomes the first,” Charney says.

“They expect significant progress in
the easier-to-manage fields of educa-
tion, housing and water — and rather
less in the intractable area of jobs.”

But the fact remains that these
modest wants are strongly felt. And
the fallure to see change in this area
has led to significant disappoint-
ment — but not to despalr.

Responses such as I think things
are standing still, My children can't go
back to school because they are short
of bursaries” and “Things aren't mov-
ing in the right direction — [ can see
changes but I'm not satisfied” were
common but not quite universal,

This sense of disappointment was
allayed, Charney reckons, by the pa-
tience of participants, and above all by
the legitimacy of the Government.

The Government is viewed as one
which the people “own” and which
they have a right to make claims on.
Charney highlights the fact that peo-
ple want to prod the system, not
smash it — as they were inclined to
do in the past.

He quotes an unemployed Soweto
man, not yet 25 years old, who says:
“They're doing a good job. It's just
that they are slow. So we need to
exert pressure on them 50 that they
can speed up the process.’

The study revealed an absence of
the kind of blind anger necessary to
foment instability. Indeed, when
groups were asked about strike ac-
tion, there was quite a lot of hostility
to strikers. Unemployed people and
shack-dwellers, in particular, were
likely to see strikes as damaging to

the economy and an embarrassment
to the Government.
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While trade union groups and some
township residents defended strikes,
they endorsed this course of action as
necessary to defend the rights of
workers. “No vocal anti-capitalist sen-
timent or call to bring the bosses to
their knees” was heard.

The study argues that there is evi-
dence that people want to be self-re-
llant and to contribute to development
efforts. Although the concept of the
RDP was generally poorly understood,
some participants spoke of the need
for the community to work with the
Government.

In housing, especially, groups spoke
of using their own "diligence” and “as-
sisting our government”. Rural women
professed to be willing to dig ditches
for water pipes — with or without re-
muneration.

Entitlement

Charney argues that, overall, partic-
ipants revealed a rejection of the “cul-
ture of entitlement” that elitist observ-
ers are so Keen to saddle them with.

He claims his research goes a long
way to debunking *“the image of mili-
tant black masses who form a united,
radical bloc . .

He argues thet the diversity of opin-
ion is striking, as is the conerete non-
ideological focus of the people. “Not a
single group could be pigeon-holed as .
militant or moderate, Left or Right.”

Soweto housewives might econdemn
strikers, but they favoured the rent
boycoit. Trade unionists defended
their right to strike, but they “could
not have been more moderate” on the
rent boycott. The unemployed youth
were most unsympathetic to continued
protests and indiscipline in schools.

The picture Charney submits is of a
mature, pragmatic and reasonable

constituency.




ULBRING

By MIKE ROBERTSON and EDYTH B

JUST thrée wordsiuttered by President
Neélson Mandela at'hisiHoughton home

on Wednesday -night“rescued South |

Africa’s nine-month-oid coalition gov-
ernment from collapse.

The words “a fresh stairt” proved to be the glue
which. patched the government of national unity
back together after a blisf.ering attack on National
Party:leader F W de Klerk by Mr Mandela had
rent if apart. LT
" Thelissue that sparked the crisis was the secret attempt
by two’cabinet ministers and 3500 policemen to obtain
Indemnity on-the eve of the election.
 For; Mr Mandela, who believed Mr de Klerk had been
part-of a “komplot”. dishornburing an agreement that
“Setiricy foiee indemnities’ would only be granted by a
newgovernment, it was the final proof that the NP leader
could not be trusted.. = ..

“u

The attack came earlier on:Wednesday at the end of a
cabinet meeting at the Union"Buildings that had been
dominated by a tough discussion over whether the indem-
nities were legal, and how they had arisen, -

Following a lengthy explanation from Justice Depart-
rnent indemnity expert Piet Kleynhans, the cabinet was
on the point of reaching an acceptable settlement.

The-proposal was that the ANC would puhlicly accept
that the indemnity applications had not been an orches-
trated plot by the NP in réturn for an acceptance by the
NP that the indemnities were invalid.

Mr de Klerk had maintained throughout the meeting
that' he had been kept in the dark, despite disbelieving
protests from ANC members.

“Are we all agreed the polic&did not acquire'a;mnesty?"
First Deputy President Thabo Mbeki is said to have
asked.

But at this point Mr Mandela, who had been listening
quietly for some time, spoke his mind,

Complaints

An NP minister described the attack as coming un-
expectedly, like “thunder from heaven”. Those close fo Mr
Mandela are less surprised. They say Mr de Klerk’s
behaviour since losing power has annoyed Mr Mandela
intensely and the indemnity incident was the final insult.

The litany of complaints made by Mr Mandela bear this
out.

The President began by saying the ANC had no prob-
lems with NP ministers Roelf Meyer and Dawie de
Viiliers, both of whom had built up a good understanding
with ANC counterparts during the negotiation process.

Minister Pik Botha, Mr Mandela continued, was also
playing a constructive role in government, apart from an
occasional swipe at the ANC., However, he could be
forgiven this because of his brave comment in 1986 that he
would be happy to serve under a black president.

Mr de Klerk’s conduct was a different matter. When he
spoke in cabinet, it was in the manner in which “white
men used to speak to blacks”, Mr Mandela said.

Rejecting Mr de Klerk’s assertion that he was unaware
of the police indemnity applications, Mr Mandela said the
NP leader should have apologised to the nation as soon as
the first reports had appeared.

Instead, he had handled the matter messily. -

Some present at the meeting say Mr Mandela went as
far as to call Mr de Klerk a liar. Mr de Klerk disputes this.

“He did not call me a liar per se. He attacked my
integrity and my good faith,” he said at a press conference
on Friday. |

Mr Mandela continued his attack on Mr de Klerk at the
meeting by questioning the NP leader’s commitment to
the Reconstruction and Development Programme. He did
so by raising an old irritation over Mr de Klerk’s signing
of an aid agreement while he was abroad in Germany.

sThose present say Mr Mandela believed Mr de Klerk
had behaved improperly as he had not consulted the RDP

’

office. In addition, the aid money would have gone only to .

the Rural Foundation, which operates mainly in the NP’s
Western Cape stronghold. | '
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SOWETAN Monday January 23 1995

FWgets
NP vote of

confid

ence

B BROAD BASE NP drive for

many members from “ander volke’:

By Joe Mdhlela
Political Reporter

G

Klerk.

HE THREE-DAY National Party
federal congress that ended
on Saturday expressed con-
fidence in party leader and
Deputy President Mr FW de

Chants of “VivaDe Klerk” by alarge
gronp of black delegates seemed to

strengthen the resolve that De Klerk
was indeed the messiah to prepare the
party for the 1999 elections.

To crown it all, there was the libera-
tion song, Alukho Uvalo (We have no
fear, we will soldier on), which ap-
peared to give an assurance that the
National Party was the only party to
challenge the African National Con-
gress come the 1999 election.

For old and conservative National
Party stalwarts this was a
new  experiemce, a
Damascan experience de-
manding they adjust to new
situations. Maybe that ex-
plains why it was not diffi-

| | cult for congress to express
its confidence in De Klerk:

Within a short time he was -

. B able to turn it around so that
R it could accommodate

“ander volke”, De Klerk in

| many of his presentations
spoke about broadening the

MANAGEMENT

el and ensure your rise to the top

a in Personnel and Training Management will
mey in one of the fastest-growing career fields

gnised by the SA Institute of Management (SAIM).
arn the DMS Diploma in Personnel and Training
e the letters {DMS)DipPTM after their names.

nered the personnel and training sphere. Those
ish to qualify for it or people who are looking for

QU

in W Personnel planning and administration

' TRAINED LECTURERSHELP YOU.EARN,_
J.hal Pgﬂum :ir N ﬁu?ﬁa mnﬂ"’?ﬂ%%} ?Eg!w" ?I_?'f H ,f

party’s base “in the suburbs,
townships and the country-
side”.

He ajso spoke about
blacks spreading the NP
gospel as they assumed lead-
ership roles in the party.

The good news was that

' @ Developing and implementing training
niques and strategies
iplinary and grievance procedures

months. Saturday mernings from 8.15-12.30.

President Nelson Mandela
had patched up relations
with De Klerk after a tumu)-
tuous week in which
Mandela was understood to
have chided the former State
President at Wednesday's
Cabinet meeting. De Klerk
was satisfied that “mutual
trust and confidence” had
been re-established follow-
ing an urgent meeting with
Mandela on Thursday.
However, in his opening
remarks at the World Trade
Centre near Kempton Park
on Thursday, De Klerk said

turdays Telephone

February (011) 403-5420
February (012) 322-6710
July (011) 425-2241
cabriang M1 AM 04 DN

the National Party would
not tolerate the “ANC'’s
double standards” on in-
demnity.

- il will it



S IS
ONY JOHNSON
Political Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. The
National Party wants to continue

to share Power once the present

exercise,
¥

The move, designed to prevent an
abuse of power by a future govern-
ment, is likely to be strongly opposed
by the ANC when the Constitutional
Assembly résumes work in Cape Town
tomorrow.

The NP congress
tion stipulating that the new constjty-

tion:should see ‘representation of a]]
relevant interests in the structures of

govérnment through a System of muiti-
party political
-~ S, - | . -
,kgp_{,ns,tlgugmnal Affairs Minister
Roelf Meyer said in an
this'éould embody the continuation of

Mr

Passed a resoly- -

interviethhat .

s §

He later toid g briefing that’ NP
members agreed that “simple majoris
tarianism like the Westminster model
is not the best model for the Situation
in South Africa, .

“In a country like South Afrieca, it jg
necessary that all the Interests of the
nation should pe taken care of and
there need to be a series of checks
and balances to prevent the abuse of
pPower by any one party.™

The party had not,
decided on whether to Support a unity
government beyond its five-year man-
date or whether to revert to a pure
Opposition roje.

Earlier at the congress, Western
Cape Premier Hernus Krie] made 3
strong plea for a unity government for
“10 or even 15 years
expertise and restraint were vitai to
any government., Y

However, some delegates stf*uﬁbly
urged the party to legve tlhh'g.l;gnvgrn-
ment to become gz full oppositibn

party.

principle of

_”prnpnrﬁtiunality” In executive and

legislative ap pointments, <.

s
R¥

!

"y saying the NP’s _
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- THE work of Joe Slovo should

'
' F ]
4
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minister in a motion of condo-
lence in the national assembly,
"~ The ‘motion, noting Mr' Sio-
vo’s long ang' invaluable ser-
vice .to’ South Africa, wis syp-
- ported by all parties yesterday.
Em'ri_runment__ Affairs Minis.
ter Dawie de Villiers (NP) said
r Slevo’s role in constitution-
al negotiations had shown, him
. t0 be .a reasonab]e opponent
sand pragmatic negotiator.
25Mr Slovo had. showed great
~devotion, in serying, the de-

iy . ..;'\-,: '.. L
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 prived:and nomeless, he said . Joe Slovo ..,
vk ony. Leon, (DPY):recalling
- that!

OISR st Though seen as 3 reﬁaiuﬁun-
.Mr Slovo’s firstrlanguage . . - :
"had been Yiddish, said thy ary, he had exercised a moder-
housing minister had been 5 ating Influence in trying to find
;’:rrieﬂé&h"—-a-raal person: and 'a Solutions tgo South Af;lcafs
maniof character, . - problems

TG NN . Tienie Groenewald (FF) said
1 :Senator. Sam -Motsuenyane_,, - |
F_'.(ANQ)fidescribé.d Mr'Slovo ag g gdr_SIovu hi‘.d tP]".ﬂy ed ke}f = ole
- an :who- had displayed coyp.": ¢ U108 negotiations. .
"age ~ai-ii‘t:l‘f'it:'«'::n'n'sistie.irm:,r when - = Godfrey Bengy (IFp ):said it
[ghting for better living congi. . had been opportune,to, lose

Aions {gnr the poor, Agriculture Mr Slovo, who had known.how

heid iftjustices,
I Slovo had been a  Clarénce Makwetu (PAC)
remarkable person who had said Mr Slovo’s death ha

d im-
cared:about others and tried to. poverished our society.
find solutions to poverty.

inister Kraai Vap Niekerk t0 address apart
(NP) said

® Slovo’s legacy, page 12,
1! o - i . v
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Mr. Nz ary
today,” almost 1
President Map,
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Ideas for
our new
constitution
ooéuil)ng n

CLIVE SAWYER . |
| Political Correspondent

IDEAS, many from ordinary
people, have started flooding in
to South Africa’s new constitu-
\ tion-making process.
Cyril Ramaphosa, chairman
| of the constitutional assembly,
yesterday held up a thick file
of submissions to demonstrate
the response to calls for pro-
I posals for the 1939 constitution.

The process of negotiating a
final constitution to replace the
present interim one will start
| in earnest this month.

Technology will be used as
fully as possible to include or-
dinary people in the process.

Each session of the constitu-
tional assembly — members of
the national assembly and sen-
ate sitting jointly — will be
broadcast live on television,

Information about the consti-
tutional assembly could be con- |
veyed on automatic teller ma-
chine screens.

Assembly executive director
Hassan Ebrahim said ATMs
were used 6 million times a
month.

He said submissions to the
assembly would be put on com-
puter, .

Also being computerised
were submissions made to the
multi-party negotiating process
in Kempton Park.

" These, stacked up, were 40m
| high, Mr Ebrahim said.

Information about the consti-
tutional process was to be put
on an electronic bulletin board,
to which anyone with access to
a computer anywhere in the
world would be able to read.

Technologically, use of com-
puters to give access to the
constitutional process woilld be
a world first. S
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“AWB to b(? Ot
local- electlons

PRETORIA — The AWB wnuld,&“defi- ]
mtely nnt” take part in Octobep’ s,lncal L
government elections, spnkesman er ',

Fred: Rundle said yesterday, .. . ;:E,‘f..;_‘

Some of its leaders were in-,pri_sﬁn;-' he
said, and only if they were released .’
wnnld the AWB be able to cuntémplatEr ,

what “‘we should do to ute peaee ln'-.‘—_'," .
this‘country” 4%‘3'
. Asked if the-AWB' wo d try tn dls-. ¥
rupt the elections, My Rundle said: “My’

feeling'is that we shouldn’t even-fbnth-'-' "

-

er!ilet; the communists carry: on:in-t

their slide fowards ecnnumlc‘fdiﬁiasten--
nly when the country is totally'bank-
rupt will peuple wake up anﬂ llsten tn “
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By ANTHONY JOHNSON

THE public should be
given every opportun-
ity to “vent their frus-
trations” on propos-
als on the new
constitution pro-
duced by the Consti-
tutional Assembly’s
six theme commit-
tees, CA chairperson
Mr Cyril Ramaphosa
said yesterday.

The theme committees
are required to com-
pléte their repeorts and
the major part of their
work by June 30 this
year, with the final text
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Adequate housing ‘a right’

By BARRY STREEK, :

A RIGHT to “adequate housing”
should be included in the chapter on
fundamental rights in the South Afri-
can constitution, 13 organisations have
Iﬁjlll;lmitted to the Constitutional Assem-

The inclusion of this right would
include security of tenure, availability
of services and infrastructure, and
housing that was affordable, habitable,
accessible and well-located, they said.
This right did not mean the state was
immediately regquired to provide
houses to all.

“The state is, however, required to

ensure that legal and other measures to
respect, protect, promote and fulfil the
right of every individual to housing,
are introduced.”

The organisations that made the call
were: The Urban Sector Network,
Black Sash, Centre for South-South Re-
lations, Church of the Province of
Southern Africa, Community Law Cen-
tre, Human Rights Commission, Insti-
tute for Local Governance and Develop-

" ment, Kagiso Trust, Lawyers for

Human Rights, National Land Commit-
tee, People’s Dialogue, SA National Ci-
vies Organisation, and Development
Action Group.

due";;tn be completed by July 14.

The executive director of the
CA, Mr Hassen Ebrahim, told a
meeting of CA chairpersons yes-
terday that the nation’s constitu-
tion-writing body had received
more than 70 submissions from
the public by January 10.

He said many ordinary citizens
had shown an interest in the new
constitution and initial reaction
had been largely positive.

However, DP leaders said pub-
lic consuitation in writing the
new constitution would be woe-

fully inadequate unless citizens
were given a further opportunity
to debate the written proposals
emerging from the six theme com-
mittees, - ' |

Mr Ramaphosa agreed, saying
the entire constitution-writing
process would be legitimised if
members of the public were in-
volved in as many stages of the
process as possible.

Earlier Mr Ebrahim told the CA
management committee that ad-
vanced computer technology
would be used to collate the flood

of submissions expected from the
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