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by VAL PROCTOR

EAST LONDON —There
had been an increase in
reported cases of child
abuse in East London,
the director of the Child
Welfare Soclety, Mrs
Laura Muller, said ves-
terday

Mrs Muller said the
merease 1n the reports
was mainly because the
public was more aware
of it and that the new
Child Care Act made it
compulsory for medical
practitioners to report
any cases known to
them

People were also be-
coming aware that they

Society: child
abuse cases.
rise in EL

Mrs Muller said the
soclety was running
awareness programmes
to educate the public
about child abuse and
had employed a former
nursing sister to give
talks on the subject

she said the sexual
abuse of children was

Unemployed parents
tended to get depressed
and frustrated, and their
children became the tar-
gets for the outiet of
these feelings.

The director of the
East London Children’s
Home, Mrs Selma Wast-
ell, said although the
situation here was

She felt the saddest
part was Lthat they could
only help the few chil-
dren they knew about,
but the unknown or un-
reported cases were the
“real victims”.

Mrs Wastlell sard that
East London was ‘pa-
thetically short of re-
sources’” such as mental
health societies and
legal support organisa-
tions which could help
alleviate the problem

Parents who abused
their children were usu-
ally vicltims themselves
1n their childhood —and
this cycle was aggra-
vated by poverty ‘

Mrs Wastell said the

could do something to also on the increase, “frighteningly bad”, it public needed to be-
help combat the ever-in-  and attributed the main  was not nearly as bad as come aware of the prob-
creasing  problem of cause for this to the 1In other centres around lem before they could
child abuse. ecchomic situation. the country help in any way.
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Qouth Africa’s first fulltime

Sexval abuse of children
tecting it is often extremely difficult.

aimed at schoolteachets,

nals in pupils who may

NINE-year-old Sarah changed
overnight from a gregarious lit-
tle girl to a withdrawn, silent
child who wouldn’t leave her
mother’s side and responded to
her father’s affection with ag-

gressiveness.

At school, her teacher found
her attitude vastly changed and
her schooliriends soon dropped
her after repeated refusals to go
to their homes and sleep over
with them at weekends.

After six weeks of enormous
difficulty with her child, Sarah’s
mother took her for child coun-
selling — and the cause of Sa-
rah’s unhappiness came to light.

Intelligent, sensitive

On three visits to her aunt’s
home, her uncle, 27, had come to
her room in the middle of the
night and interfered with the lit-
tle girl. When she protested, he
told her there was nothing
wrong with what he was doing
and that it was a secret game
they could play together.

Sarah, an intelligent and sensi-
tive little girl, knew it was
wrong, but was afraid to tell
anyone because “they would
blame her”. She recoiled from
her father’s cuddles because she
was afraid he would do the same
things to her if she got too close.

Sarah had wanted, she re-
counted later, to tell her teacher,
but thought she wouldn't be be-
lieved. So for two months, the
little girl had carried her fear si-
lently and dealt with it In the
only way she could — with ag-
gression towards the adults in
her life.

Nightmare continues

For some children, the night-
mare continues — with fathers,
brothers or grandfathers inflict-
ing it — for years before anyone
is aware of what is happening.
Sometimes no one ever finds out
and the child grows into an adult
with deep emotional scars that
can never he healed.

Sexual abuse of children —
particularly incestuous abuse —
is a problem that has, in recent
years,come. “out of the closet”
and public awareness and revul-

specialist police unit to investi-
gate crimes against children was
recently formed in Cape Town
and on the day the unit opened,
distress calls came in from all
over the Republic.

Within a fortnight, over 60
calls from the Western Cape had
been investigated and referred
to welfare organisations.

Nicro (National Institute Ior
Crime Prevention and Rehabili-
tation of Offenders) recently
spearheaded a programme
nimmad at teachers, enabling

is ohe of so

will enable

the prevention of sexual abuse and to r
already be suffering from ih

6?5’

abuse. MAUREEN;I’;EY reports._._. .

ed to increased report-:

Nicro social

ciety’s vgliest crimes and de->"
A new programme by Nicro,
them to counsel children in’
ecognise the warning siY-
form o

T Rl S |
workers believe awareness of sexual

B

abuse can begin in the classroom. With their new

programme for teachers, the
sexval abuse in

help prevent

organisation hopes to
children and reach out

to those already suffering.

prevention of sexual abuse and
to recognise the warning signals
in pupils who may already be
suffering from this form of
abuse.

Three young social workers
with the organisation — Lindsey
Rabinowitz, Rosemary Shapiro
and Raella Abel — lead the pro-
gramme.

“We're working in various set-
tings and on four important lev-

els” says Raella. “First, we look
at teachers’ understanding of
and attitudes towards abuse,
then we aim to provide teachers
with the necessary knowledge
and skills that will enable them
to identify how such abuse mani-
fests itself in a child’s behaviour
in the classroom.

“We help develop their refer-
ral and counselling skills and
show how they can create an
open atmosphere in which chil-
dren can talk without fear. Fur-
ther, we look at the role teach-
ers can play in preventing
sexuel abuse through education.”

. Pilot study

Thé programme started after
a pilot study four months ago,
and involves primary and, high
school teachers as well as'teach-
ers in training. Though still in 1ts

early stages, it has already had

an overwhelming response.

“From workshops we’ve rum,
we've seen a very clear need for
more information on this prob-
lem. The teachers have been
very responsive and have ex-
pressed the desire to have it as
an ongoing programine.

“We're also finding teachers
are responding in quite an emo-
tional way. Many of them have
had cases in the past and some
have said they feel guilty about
the way they handled them, be-
cause they didn’t quite know how
to. They see this programme as

e immm o we WA ST PR

in both detecting the problem
and supporting the child through
the referral and counselling pe-

riods.”

Teachers must be able to lis-
ten effectively and to recognise
emotional and physical signals
that might indicate sexual.abuse,
and part of the programme
deals with these points, as well
as showing them how to create
openings that will encourage an
abused child to approach them.

Fear reprisals

The social workers feel that
for children who are being sexu-
ally abused, particularly by fam-
ily members, the way in which
the first confidante responds is

of vital importance. . ...

«Part of their fear is-that they
will be blamed for what has hap-
pened and that they might even
be punished. They also, fear Ie-
prisals from the family or the
person who is dbusing:them, if

they reveal what:is happening.
“So it is essential that the
child shouid feel free to talk
about it, knowing that the'teach-
er will believe what they ‘say,
and will do nothing without the

child’s knowledgle.’“ * ;.

+

s £
“Children must know ,what
their rights are, that it's okay to
say ‘no’ to an adult. Teachers
and adults teach ‘stranger dan-
ger’ to their pupils and children

who must also be made aware of
the potential danger in their own

homes.”

For more information on the
programme, teachers can phone
Nicro (47-4000). Other contacts
for help with sexually abused
children should be directed to
the Child and Family Unit, Red
Cross Hospital, Child Welfare or

the SAP Anti-Child Abuse Unit
{A5_9RQ7 nr 4R-R255).
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~ PRETORIA — Legistation to enlorce |
L, payment for the maintenance of
o ' children is inadequale, according 1o a
7y Human gejences Ilescarch Council
'\:‘;_[:‘j Stﬂdy.
Existing legislation made it “diffi- ‘
cult” for a parent to meet his respon-
o sibilities.
> ) Because of this, affected women of
{6/ all population groups were dependent |

3
1

. = d"ﬂ

Maintenance

on financial aid from the slate.
The primary object of the investi-

gation was to gel a clear picture of } |

the cost of financing services {hat
reﬂaulledt fliﬂm failure to pay mainten-
ai]ce.

Tracing persons responsible 1or
maintenance payments was a “real

problemn”.

The study recommends a more ac-

‘tive role on the part of the courts, for

instance, by appoinling persons o
irace offending parents.

T {he end, the study adds, the hgh
costs of a asearch affecied the chil
dren’s quality of life, the costs of liti-
gation and the rendering of welfare

services.
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By SINNAH KUNENE

SOUTH African social
workers have come out
strongly against the dis-
crimination in the govern-
ment’s child welfare and
foster care policies.

There is also growing
fear that the government’s
proposed new welfare poli-
cy, expected to be passed
by Parliament in the near
future, will have crucial im-
plications on the welfare
structure and social welfare
services in the country,

A co-ordinating commit-
tee on the proposed policy
has embarked on a
countrywide campaign to
inform the public about the
structure of this policy.

A spokesman for the
committee said i¢ was be-
lieved that the move would
not only create a heavier
workload for already over-
burdened welfare workers,
but would also put black
children in a worse posi-
tion,

According to the execu-
tive director of the Johan-
nesburg Child Welfare So-
ciety, Dr Adele Thomas,
there were between 30 000

g

and 40 000 children B e said the discrimina-

ter care throughout the
counfry.

“Given these numbers it
is evident that the need for
re-evaluation of the foster
care situation is critical,”
she said.

She attributed the break-

down in foster care to a
number of factors caused

by apartheid.

“Firstly, the disparity in
State grants for foster par-
ents is totally unacceptable.

“A black child receives
R79 a month, a white child
R153 and a coloured R123.
These figures indicate that
children of different race
groups require different
care, But we all know it
costs the same to feed,
clothe and educate any
child.”

She questioned the rea-
sons for some foster fam-
ilies waiting up to two years
before grants were paid
out. She said the issue of
grants being cut off when a
child reached the age of 16
should also be addressed.

Fieldwork service man-
ager Mirriam Magzibuko
shares similar sentiments.

|

tafpees g T arGiy

I-'-' - g . oA

L

!

j

§

1
Q0 -

- A e el b o — ﬂ.—.—.—l—_“._—

tory allocation of grants
frustrated workers and “is

an annoyance for those fos-
ter parents who are aware
of the discrimination”,

*It is not enough to just
help the old and uneducated
foster parent in cateringfor
the child’s material needs.
And it is an insult to edu-
cated people to imply that
the value of black children
is less than that of whites,”
she said.

Meanwhile, other apart-
heid laws have affected the
situation of needy children.

Welfare workers pointed
out that mixed-race babies
have often had to lie in in-
stitutions while the State

speculated on their race.

This was the case even
though their were foster
parents available who were
prepared to take the babies
irrespective of their races
or the colour of their skin.

Another dlscnuragmg
factor was the red-tape in-
volved in the processing of
State grants.

Thomas said: *“Qur
dream is to see a society
which cares equally about
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Social work ers slam
foster care
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all its children.

“We believe there are
enough families out there to
absorb and nurture all chil-
dren in need of care,

“I appeal to the public to
come forward to assist the
social workers in finding
homes for these very
special children. We also
call on the government to
equalise its subsidies,”

In the meantime, positive
steps have been taken by
foster parents in central Jo-
hannesburg, Eldorado Park
and Soweto. They have set
up their own support
groups, ander the guidance
of social workers, to give
one another advice on prob-

lems they experienced with
children.
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The Argus Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — A
Human Sciences Research
1. Council report has recom-
{ mended a crackdown on [

| maintenance dodgers in the ® Education of the public so |,
. light of the “inadequate” that families, .neighbours and

protection for families when eémployers ‘“‘who normally |
a breadwinner fails to pro- would not harbour a law-break-
vide support. [ er” will'at least supply the ad-

| dress of the person responsible X

State compensation for fam- | for maintenance. % |

ilies when the breadwinner, The report also lists severa] | 1

usually the father, cannot or
will not pay maintenance 1s be-
lieved to amount to more than

Imeasures to protect and aid
| the family, including interim

| Ay : | help — especially financial —
R40-million a year, according amilies dupiny, .
to Dr Ina Snyman, co-ordinator MWHM.E Emmmwmnmumw delays in re- :
of the National Programme on g %.EEEHMMWW an|
_ Affordable Social Security. " education fund was recom-
Dr Snyman’s report states: mended by several n:mZmum_;
“Alleged failure on the part of the report states.
the absent parent to pay main- 6 £ 99,
tenance, and efforts to obtain « .mnmm.._ p roblem”. |
maintenance by means of ef- . Children are often taken EL_
fective legislation and adminis- | 0f schoal early or a step-parent \
trative measures and assist the | declares himself no longer will- _
: . Single-parent family in other Ing to care for them.” |
ways, makes very heavy de- Tracking the offender re-
I mands on a variety of bodies. |, Eﬂ“um a real ﬁwzmﬂ_ the re- ‘
v , port says, pointing out that the {
“Despite these efforts many Wmnmﬁww cwawmqmmnmu who Jm_%
families receive no real help.” 1 nmmﬂnmﬁw m_umuw access to the
. - -acresses of all citizens, will |
The report recommends: , fot/cannot/or may nof provide |
@ A more active role by } these to the departments con- |
courts, “for instance, the ap- | emed with maintenance-dodg- \
pointment of a person who will mg i}
; trace the offending parent™ | . .ﬂ%%ﬁmmuﬂwm mmwum only city
; . 1 _couniry where a fulj-
. ®The creation of “pavment time "“pa; 1 !
climate”, which -would include pollcerbarent locator”, an ex-
poiceman,’ is employed by the

making State records available | - . _
.,HE egse tracking down mainte- tw:Eoﬂﬂmm to track shirkers.
nance dodgers; .

B ® Stringent application of
| the law to serve as a deterrent
{ ‘to dodgers; and = _

r




1 - ) |
Fi n.__...:h_m__ Lr:_ nt“- l“__l __-

. X 2 ¢ |3
) oL _ROESaE wosenor sk - INVAMAS — WA G HONM

— T ke s et M I S
& The S*ar ohaay Janugry 18 1988 @ _MKH/DU‘_ fﬁfﬁﬁﬂ///amhm

1 m_ I
ln r e w

e e = = = O Sl - _ = e B ST S TRl =N plpelmren Py il

to head new research prosramme

S

—_ = e T e e ey e ™ . - 1= T

__ %mmm . ww @M@ @@W@W @%
.. ¢ children’s srowth

e Eal Ty B N T or'ee .
D e L ™ - .

7 .._.MW.._..I' &
S
o el |

& = iwﬂt. . .L._..._u_.-_.__ ._..umwl._.ﬂ |.___..
SRV Bv Inga Molzeq The charts will be Wil be tremendously ex- Independent growth stan- Search
drawn from noumerous €iing Other researchers dards which map the “When | cme here
The Universiy of the research studies inav even examune therr normal growth pate of a  there had beenfew stu-
Witwatersrand has ap- €ducauional  nutnibional child pad not been estab-  dites oh human gowth 1n
proved & research pro- Samples of ehlaren and Lving standards.” he bshed in the Thard World  South Africa Gruo 1984,

tLfy the narmal growth nDorme backgrounds bave Unt:l now, the patiern said ma d subject nad ben pub-
patierns o1 children jn been selected — Tanging of chidrens growth been nnuwwﬂmmﬂu Emmmaﬁm hished i1 the mmﬁuwnw

Soutk Africa. from childrer growing up + South Africa pas been as-  Afren on children from “Proiessor Taner pub.
has been ploneered 1o thus  the Northerp Transvaal charts developed o the cause this was the major human growth hetween

country by British-borm te childres Erom  the United Kingdom, Europe risk age 1948 and 1980 "
WAz g Professor Noel Cameron, mountamnous Ubombo re- and the Umted States “But,” the professor Professor  Gmerap
h;wfn S an associate professor in gron of kwaZulu “Studies on  human sad, “there 15 mo real SOOD set up contailed re-
- NS NIRRT e o S s .47, VAt the umversity s incorporated 1n the pe  0€ IMeSt sensitive indica. what bappens o0 the pat- He began assexmp the
o A s St R * medical school, will hel PO tors of health and we]l- B ;
X N . . P cently proposed Medical tern of growth after the growth of ruralstildren
ul 2 f.mﬁ N M_E_Emnm accurately Research Counct s ur- being of nEEHmP. Without _ age of five in Ubombo three years
. H N, o nH_mn:_.Mﬂm abnormality in bansation strategy  — E_MW.EE.W _u.m,.wh t _Guﬁﬂ “In the Umnted King- 280 and, a year ster, of
2 e . g The 35 1d will follow the growth of ¥ € Normai grow dom, Euwrope and the children on a Torthern
) i e AN TS o ar-0ld profes- 9 g0n b bres borg during PAFAT OF our chuldren 15 {ynyeq Srates we cap as.  Transvaal farm g Vaal-
- R R R £ SRR R N S R bor Dopes b ctancl®P : one weel “for an mitia] 1B 1be Sub-conunent b Ses5 bow severe an mg. water -
- o EHHE .E_ n -
Prafessor Noal Cameron "l was becorming more and more invoivad In exammss pottems o growth 1n Third World countries ** He now assess m“..%m effect  of five vears MMHWNWWWN agnose a Mﬂﬂm UmEﬂEﬂm 15 n.nE.m me.vmm_m_ nnmm“_whmﬂﬂh”ﬂn&mmnmhmnmh
- <d b - _ cOmpa
organses fid tups for | 3 students, i . by K chrome nutritional and  “Followng therr The problem, said Pro- ¢} 34 ﬂﬂ. nuwhmﬂmmnﬂﬁm ndicator of mRurry
“ - @ Picture by Ken Oosterbroek envirgnmmental lactors progress 1nto adoleseenpe fessor Cameron: was that levels ” Professor Camerm said

American or Bntishk “That 15 the ik tme

Erowth charts were used this has been mme 1p
in developing countries, Africa on a joagiuding]
ke said basis a term foreegowng

This was under the as- Tesearch using t=same
sumption thai the chpd, clulden.”
givéen a completely nor- 1
mal environment 1n food, ACCURATE
Uuwm__m.ﬂm and H:UEWEW. wil] A nﬂﬁimmﬁﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ

grow regardless of ethmye Where a large saaple of
group at the same rate ag  children would b= mex-

& British or American Sured once only, ray be
child used to obtapn aoatcn-

T A ey

=g
-
e
"
oy
g
=l
oyl
o
™ o+

News Report

. ...M.” mnw. e T i .... ) .|..u......1 “........ ” ....1.._..".“.. - "+.-.._._..r et e -.”1....Mm.|_1 .......“..........”-..“....- m__”.'q ..n.. ....___.“q.”h..n..waq_....,n”.__.... ...”.. - : . -..... .“.-..u....._._..:.n-_...."..nn.....r-”_....”.._h..m. ..q...1._”.. . ..” Tﬂ..n.ﬁmmmnﬂl anmHﬁunu_ Hlmﬂ.m EE_Hmﬂm .n.H Eﬂﬂ-’
tments W i M A DR AR T 1L who completed his doe- age growth of thesppuia-
en Y R GE“H. o | toral thesis on the growth tion and vanation

n]l'lillllll.ll‘ll'|"

de!td#!:rif}tan-;t;.

MM m b The _U__mn._h-_._._m.:: gm.ﬂmmm.q_mﬂm Eﬂuﬁgﬁm areg._ .;Tn-.“ Ly A o ..........".....,.:....q......jm iRt Pl St 1..“..”.,.......”..u!...kﬁ."amww%.www“ of London EE_HEn.WmH_ H.r ,ﬁmn.ﬂ_: mHﬁH%
w? ased on the concept that your educalon (s an - - under the “godfather” of fessor Cameren, “sat jt
.”” @ m @ P g m Wl m z oNgoINgG process. Ang Eﬁﬂe furthenng your .~ - Make the Black Market work for you  this. ﬁmmumnr. Professor doest’t allow s trdo is
- education, you will further yourself Damelin — *~ | |- The Damelin Management Workshops are based » James Tanner, came to O measure the owth
T £ 2 Management Workshops combine theory and . T @n the concept that vour educaton ssan CNOOING ~~South Africa 1n 1984 - rale of an intrgus]
-. ) o, /A m m m Wl _ prachcal skiis with the emphas:s on classwork process And that by turthenng your educaton, youwil  § ™ . He left Enpland, where Chid”
f ~o- XYW o ”. ! not homework Each Workshop s presented by 1 further yoursett Dametn Management Warkshons 9 for eight years he as Futyre rezarch
_ .__r._u _ a8 qualihed and respected lecturer, who 1s an I Combxhe theory and practical skills, with the smphizsis sessed 20 000 children  planced for the powth
E & o o .” i expertin hus freld. The Stock Market Workshop QN ciasswork not homework, Each worlcshop 1s with suspected wth  Tesearch programrerwill
- |m .m wilt teach you the skills 10 help you investinthe | presented by a qualified and respected lactures, who rs disord ﬁmnum e involve chuldren mresp
: I §ertiary Education | || reomahon it workshop dcogaes + || A e o S Co ey | | SROTOSn o e appomed volve s g
- On completion of the Workshop delegates - | 1.1 wil GVE you the marksting nsighte to tapintothe vast  § ] @ SEDIOr  lecturer 1 4 1 anAeas
g wilt be able to- DuyIng power of the Black Market. L " He st - Pho.  Drwieged (Jefing o
'No fewer th=n 245 Damelin Matriculants qualfied at the tertiary i=v= of education In * Mﬂﬂﬂwwﬂwwmhﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬁm abloto T o o the Workshop delagatos wil be lip Tobuas, head of Wity those attending peeate
1987, namely 166 at the vanous universities monitored by the Cotge, 8 as Char- terminology "3 * Understand the myths end realities oi the | | anatomy department, Schools in Johannesprg)
Jdered Accountants and 71 at the Technikon Witwatersrand. * Deal with brokers Black Market bad fortunately given Sample of urban -fack
| ~ . ® Read a prices page ¢ Access Black Market information lum carte blanche 15 re- children .
—— _Tha daiaiic af tha Univarciiv cueracene manitarad ara-__. 0 ] | * Manage a porttolio . - me o Evaluate marksting and segmentation - .. At -
- - - T s g-hr " sttt ] e D R X P Y Y T e erer T YN DR L o e A e g e T

T By




T e s u..__l._-..H.utb.IIHu.

Ty Ay e - - -

- o = - -_——a . T e

b T T T [ -

L | T TR pp——— T =i ra— Frp— T ok - -
L3

— k P — =y A & MEp— 2

—_— e

RN e FIL S BTt TR O T R RN T e T, Oy Twd ¢ L e o o -

2 2 2 S

apy AT

e,

- oan e

“Prétschool

el . T

ar

1 By PatDevereaux
Day care facilities in

children are viriuwally
non-exrstent, according
to two members of the
Child Welfare Soctety
who are plannming to es-
tablish child care centres
1n the area i

After a trip to kwaZnla
Mrs Adda Pringle, a
member of the board of
management of the
Johanneshurg Cluld Wel-
fare Society and an exec-
utive committee member
of the Transvaal Region
of the Natonal Associa-
tion of Child Care Work-
ers, realsed there was 2
desperate need for ciuld
care centres. -

She teamed up with Mr
Howard Ferrerra, a for-
mer director of the

kwaZulu for pre-school “‘plete and run thewr first
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Behaviour disorders were widespread among
children in Cape Peninsula schools, accordingi to
a report 1n the latest SA Medical Journal

A study conducted by the child and family unit

at Red Cross Children’s Hospital showed thal. up
to 15 per cent of pupils have behaviour disord ers,

but the 1ncidence could be much higher as; no
special schools were included 1n the study

According to parents’ reports 21 per cent of the
10-yvear-olds and 17,6 per cent of 13-vear old ¢ hii-
dren met the eriteria for behaviour disorder.

The rates according to teachers’ reports were
0,5 per cent and 10,5 per cent respectively

The study found behaviour disorders occur red
with greater significance among boys, pu|dls
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oider tnan wne expected age tor their standard,
pupils with an intelligence quotient below 100
and pupils who had a learning d1sab1l1ty€

S1x English-medium primary schools and 12
English-medium secondary schools 1n the _suuth*
ern suburbs of Cape Town participated in the
study

The report concluded that the mental health
needs of children and adolescents ntn South
Africa required comprehensive documentation
with a view to the provisioh of adequgte treat-
ment facilities.

It was questionable whether current jguidance
and school pyschological sevices were able to

cope with the numbers of children and families .

requiring assistance, the report said |
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~ BLACK schools in the Cape Town cir-
cuit will begin full teaching routines
on February 3 and pupils must enrol

. by 4pm today, the Deputy Minister of
Education and Training, Mr Sam de
Beer, said yesterday.

Since the official opening of schools
on January 13, pupils have only been
able to fill in registration forms for
the nine Cape Town secondary

-8chools at St Francis Centre, Langa,

. and the Sivuyile Technical College in
Guguletn

The gates of the other seven schools,
including two new comprehensive
- schools in Langa and Guguletu, have
+stayed shut.

Improve

‘In a statement, Mr De Beer said
7 233 of an expected 9 000 black pupils
in the nine Cape Town secondary
't.s_chnnls for this year had registered so

ar.

He said that owing to the tremen-
dous increase in the black school pop-
unlation and the lack of development of
school facilities, “every effort has
been made to provide adequate
school accommodation”.
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“It is hoped that classes will be
smaller than in the past and this
should improve the quality of school-
ing offered.

“Parents, pupils and teachers are
anxious that the 1988 school year
should be a good one so those who
really want to learn can get the best
possible opportunity to do so,” Mr De
Beer said.

Earlier this week, representatives
of the Joint Parent-Teachers Students
Association said registration had
been slow in schools, because parents
were not satisfied with eertain aspects
of the registration form. "

The convener of the ad-hoc working
committees, Mr Matthew Cabadiya,
said the DET had not honoured its
undertaking to discuss the registra-
tion form further and some parents
had objected.

At a meeting with Mr De Beer this
week, Mr Cabadiya said, the deputy
minister had urged the PTSA repre-
sentatives to ask parents to register
and other problems would be sorted
out later in the year.

However, the PTSA’s report-back
meeting in Guguletu on Wednesday
evening was prevented by police, and
1s now the subject of legal action,
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By Janine Simon

Although some couples appeared genu-
inely interested in adopting a baby
across a colour line, the area is a
“minefield”, says a spokesman for the
Johannesburg Child Welfare Society.

' *She was reacting to a recent report
Ahat 25 white Natal families had of-

fered to adopt abandoned black babies
now cared for by Durban's King Ed-
ward VIII Hospital.

“We've had queries over the past two
years about adopiing across the colour
line but even if it were legally possible,
we would have to be certain the match |
would be in the child’s best interests |

“The couple would have to have the |
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~ The Pérhmure Residents’ Association has rejected

; the findings of the Sandton Town Council’s street

> *light survey and intends launching its own investi-

> gation into ratepayers’ opinions.

».+ Chairman Mr John de Villiers said he disagreed
{hat the figures given by management commitiee
chairman, Mr Ricky Valente, indicated that the ma-
jority of householders wanted street lights.

- " uThe low 23,7 percent response meant that only
12 percent of Sandton’s population were in favour, not
56 percent as Mr Valente said,

“The survey did not indicate costs which, we be-
lieve, could be as high as R120 a month in 10 years’
time. The council response was far too small to
gauge public opinion and we will do our own inves-

‘tigation in Parkmore through our newsletter, by
by telephone and through house-to-house canvassing,”
said Mr de Villiers.

'~ Mr Valente said the council had debated the matter

in public and unanimously agreed to go ahead with

the lighting programme, starting with major ar-
terial roads where the need was greatest.’

With 25 500 ratepayers in the town, the 1987 cosis
averaged out at R18,39 a month, he sald. ¢

Mr Valente added that it was nonsense 1o assume
that the council would go ahead with' a multimillion-
rand programme which the residents opposed. -

He accused Mr de Villiers of ipoliticking with a
view to the October elections.  : § |

o

right reason for wanting

seepsessan | to do it; it should not be
w2 | Just to make a political

statement "

Many
still opposed to the idea
as they feel it could make
the child’s assimilation
| and schooling difficult

couples volunteer be-

cause of what they have |

seen on the television
programme ""Webster” —
in which a white Ameri-
can couple foster a black

on “emotionalism”.

COMPLEX FIELD

She also says racial
classification and adop-

complex field.

There have been sever-

| al cases where a child of

mixed parentage has
| been placed with a cou-
ple of one race group,
{ only for the agency to
later discover that the
child has been wrongly
classified.

“We would hope the de-
partment would classify
such babies according to
our recommendations In
some instances  the

babies have three birth |

certificates,” she says.

professionals are |

The spokesman says if |

| child — they are acting |

tion have become a very |}




COMMUNITY creches in
Cape Town's African
townships have fallen on
hard times.

The tiny tots charged to

their care are never quite
sure where their next meal

will be coming from.
Their battle to stay open

1s due to a shortage of

money, low or no subsi-
dies, and 1nadequate
facilities. Staff at the
creches often have to go
without a full salary.

Only pre-scheols with a
qualified pre-school teach-
er on their staff are
considered for subsidies
from the Department of
Education and Training.
But even such schools are
struggling to survive.

Donations

One such school is
Nondzame, which was
started, in 1967 and is
housed in three renovated
houses,

According to the princi-
pal; Ms Nomaxabiso
Lugulwana, the pre-
school's quarterly subsidy
did not cover its expenses.

In 1986 the pre-school
was nearly closed. A con-
tribution from a private
company helped to keep
their doors open.

Fees are R15 a month,
The principal, two teach-
ers, a cook, domestic
worker - and part-time
caterer; have to be paid
from these fees,

«"The total amount raised
from fees paid by parents
does not cover the salary
bill. Some parents pay late
and we; are then forced to
g0 into- the following
month without a full
salary,” said Lugulwana.

Community pre-schools
do not receive a subsidy
from the Cape Provincial
» Administration on whose
premises they operate,

Ikwezi Pre-school was
started by concerned
mothers to.keep small
children off the streets.

It is run on-a part-time
basis by two' sport admin-
istrators who were em-
ployed by the CPA.

According to a source,
who declined to be named,
the CPA "was approached

about problems in the

L SR

e

Children at a ¢co

schools. They claimed the
centre was supposed to run
extra-mural activities, not

a pre-school. “
A liaison officer for the
CPA, Mr Sampie

Steenkamp, denied ru-
mours that the
Administration wanted to
close down the creche,
saying it fulfilled a need in
the community.

The Town Council,
which did not receive a
subsidy from the Govemn-

S
s
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ment, was paying the
salaries of the two offi-
cials, he said,

The parents of the 45
children at Jkwezi paid
R10 a month for each child
registered.

Money
Mattresses are brng;I*I,
there was a lack of educa-"
tional toys and books, and
the money paid by parents
was not enough to pay for
food given to the children.

--_---H—'_'—-—-.-
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mmunity creche in Guguletu

The Nonkululeko pre-
school in Gugiletu’is a
community project started
last year by four, unem-
ployed mothers, ° .

It is not subsidised, and
is housed in a church unti]
other accommodation -is.
found.

., The 57 children attend-
g the schpol share four
mattresses. ‘Bésides mat.
tresses, the school needed
blankets and educational

toys.
—

B

- parents were asked [to

pay R20 a month, but the
'money failed o cover the
pre-school's expenses, said

Mrs Gladys Languza, a
staff member. |

Last year the school re-
ceived a donation from an
oil company, which was
used to buy a bungalew
for the storage of food. '

The Nurrudin pre-scheol
in Guguletu is a Muslim

project started in 1983.

Children sleep on hm%en

maltresses, there was a
shortage of toys and no
| blankets, the playground

was full of stones, while a

broken fence made con-

stant supervision of the
chaldren necessary.

"We urgently need edu-
cational toys. The children
bring their own food, so
we save a bit.

"Qur salaries depend on
fees, which was raised to
R15 last year," said the
principal, Ms Georgina
Nozwane.

Because of inadequate
equipment, staff found ut
difficult to apply the
training they received at
the Athlone Early Leaming
Centre, she said

|
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n_O-.nm Mr Adriaan

Enrww says no children

under the age of 14 are

1 _um:_n rmE under the

" emérgency regulations,

- SABC radio news

| Teports.

" He said only one child
. of 14 and a few n;. 15and-
16, were lm__.m:__—.ua being
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* Speakingata ZEEu _
Party meeting ‘at
Volksrust, Mr Vlok .

et

referred to overseas -
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the age of 10 were being -.and who was found
detained because’ of - murdered on Monday.
mﬂﬂﬂﬁm nH.mE_mm such as. leﬂ said he w...m-nu _:mﬂﬂﬂnﬁm&

criticism about the
detentions of children in
7 terms of ,the emergency
. H.nwimﬂﬂnm and said that .
- .~ in the United States more

"than 6 000 children under

arson and assault. . . -the police to do
Mr Viok also referred everything possible to

to the black boy who Dbring the murderers to

appeared in the,contro- b.unr.- i

versial television film,” = In the film, the ‘boy

Children of A ﬁnﬂ&mﬁ_ m:ﬁwmn that he had been

<mm_..o_a o:,_n_a: _ooxma :Pmmu\m Sox

-z DI u.mz.z

™

HGHﬁ=Hnm ‘while

detention in South
Africa. After- being
traced by the police,
had.made a statement of
his own accord in.which - -.

"he
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he said that the producer Eﬁannﬁ? while police

‘had told him what tosay. Wwere investigating the

He had been found matter,
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police to
find DPSC
man’s killers

Law and Order, Mr Adriaan
Viok, has told the South African
Police to do everything possible
to find the murderers of Mr Si-
celo Dhlomo, a Detainees’ Par-
ents’ Support Committee (DPSC)
worker whose body was found in
Soweto on Monday.

Mr Dhlomo (18) had appeared
in the CBS documentary “Chil-
dren of Apartheid” in which (he

narrator referred to Mr Dhlo..

mo’s detention and alleged tor-
ture, and where Mr Dhlomo de-
scribed his experiences,

Mr Viok, at a National Party
by-election meeting in Volksrust
last night, said in the film the
youth told how he was tortured
and detained., CBS, the pro-
ducers of the film, did nol get
police comment on this.

“The boy was put on film and
his message' was sent to the
world. Last week wé identified
the boy. He voluntarily went
with the police to John Vorster
Square, where they showed him
the film, . |

“Afterwards he veluntarily
made a statement.”

Mr Viok said the youth told
the police he was told what {o
say in the film.

"We were busy investigating
the case. He was being misused
and told lies against South Afri-
ca. On Monday he was mur-
dered.

“I have told the South African
Police to do everything possible
to find his murderers.”

| ® The murder of Mr Dhloemao

and police statements abouyt his
death have beep condemned by
d spekesman for the South Afri-
can Youth Congress (Sayco),
“"We are convinced jt must
have been the work of death
Squads,” the spekesman said.

(Report by R M Challenor, 47 Saver Street,
Johanneshurg )
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‘Apartheid is killi

Aparthneid is killing » )12 S

NOTHING less than the. déstruction of  She said _ bi - - _n ,,

apartheid X ! ) said that _G..uwme Mozambique had situation and others fr it , et . AN
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¥

. At a"workshop on’ child survival and thousand by 1985.
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-, the larug®of the rieh kid ip. Lenasia and Fopqq

- burkhshid 2 Sosial worken from’the S rAfrican
National:€ouncil on Alcholism;qu,d;% g.Dep
dence (Sahe ) R A Ry

e

A social worker for Sanca Said she had foung .

that at least seven out™of every,19: pl{{l,dfrgpii‘n}:» i

Lenasia and. Fordshurg wera using drugs.™-=+ o S
e X OUths between 90 and 25 years o0ld are the

“ bgff”;cbﬁjn"qnma 8€; Broup-,seeking help’ from wa TR |

nca,. Sogl },worlgers believe-.addiets feel the ™~ .

geedgﬁcgﬂh%ﬁg come itheir adgie.

4

7 ston afte;t;afge_g;ng their friends TeDtal pressure,

! - . CTUE users often steg] from ) individua] angd
%:gf%ig:pgé with families and their homes to suppors their
il..,.. X o

&Toup therapy, Medical treat.
A S, _ habbit and many sell clothes or ment generally
The ;Jack of Communicatiop

: a2, Pawn jewellery to get the extra the patient what is termeq “a
r between parents and their chj). cash

, half-high” _. anti-depressants
dren €xacerhates the problem, ™, social worker fop Sanca  which are used to contain with.
Unable_ to “Communicate {he '

.~ Said: “We do not have the in-pa- drawa] Symptoms.
YOuths cannot copfy ont their jiops facilities to wean them off
problem and they often fag1

drugs. They are actually trying, At least 90 per cent of therapy
but they pop into the clinie once  patients drop out after two to
Most addietions, aceording to g day fop an hour and stil] haye three months. - Some reyery
Sanca workers, have thejp roots t

e remaining 23 hoyrs to deal Straight back g tpesp bad |
in drug €xperimentation, They with, 1 ho

Pe the Government habits,
later develop as g result of 4 va- will give ys in-patient facilities Family sess
riety of reasonsranging from soon,”

unsuccessful because parents,
unemplqul,ent, f0 peer apgd pa Sanca  offerg 4 year-long ‘
AARE . jEirug abuse, shy Elalﬁiiy from con-
i Vi . . ronting their op; ren’s prop-
Started in thejy Carly teens !

¥

1 5-USers inter-  “I smoke dope because | enjoy Many OT€anisations haye been
viewed by' The Star sajd they it, it’s thay Sensation it giveg concerned with
had starpg taking drugs w ’

involves glving

| : Mr Y 323id he regrefted not gfrﬁ for t}:ietf‘oll;ds(?urg_ :
“I ot Iy furthering his studieg because, P 5aid :“The TUg 1ssue has
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Community Organisations
ald;in megg; ' ' '
drugs and o about 8 kg d,in SSIDg up someone SUggest intensjye _educationaj
"Wl_:en you smoke heavily, M

I' ¥ IS resigned ¢ a life of nity action
you withdraw from your family drugs, '
and friends, For 2 year I pever

and opening Sporting facihities
: “Once g oker, alwayg to all, as Possible ways of deal-
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City day care c%_l}g_e % R}
gets R17 000 boost /efg/

from fuel compaﬂ“

The Johannesburg Child Welfare Society’s' non-ra-
cial day care centre, the Baumann/Barlow in Doorn-
fontein, has received a R17 000 donation from a major
fuel company’s social respansibility programme.

}

Part of the money will be used to upgrade the
centre’s ablution facilities.

The rest will go to-
wards a fund to build two
'new classrooms. | /

The centre now accom-
modates 94 childreniand
has a waiting list of 200, °

It employs five pre-
school teachers. 1

‘The centre’s facilities .
include a supervised nur-
sery, a toddlers’ section :
and a pre-school pro- \
gramme.
 JCWS director, Dr
 Adele Thomas, said the
donation was '“‘exhilarat-
ing news” and that the
company’s social respon-
sibility programme was
|an exaigple to the busi-, :
ness worjd. {

—

- d— J— —_———— . am - —t

i #+ a ¥




'PPSC; Child Welfare/
et ey 2
clash with M“fniste

The Minister of Law and Order, Mr Adriaan Viok, has clashed with
the- Johannesburg Child Welfare and the Detainees’ Parents Sup-
port Committee over the question of teenagers in detention,

America criticised the detention of young people in South Afriea
and used it as a weapon in the sanctions debate, Mr Viok told a
National Party by-election meeting in Volksrust last week.

The SAP “took youths out of the community they were busy
upsetting”, Mr Vlok said of the reasons for detention. But the
police were not holding a single -child under 13, just one who
was 14, and a handful of 15 and 16-year-olds. “I am sorry we
must -hold them,” he said, but this was neecessary to maintain

1 lay and order and protect innocent people.

America, Mr Vlok then said, was holding 6000 children younger
than 10 for theft, robbery, assaullt, drugs and fraud. In England and
Wales, 30 percent of crimes were committed by children between
10-and 17. In France a minimum of 1500 children under 16 were
held annually for various crimes.

Neither the American nor the British embassies chose to respond
to.Mr Vlok.

l

_Referring in particular to the

| Child Welfare

says:. -

recent statements by Mr Viok,

the director of Child Welfare.
Dr Adelé Thomas said that this

. "type of reference confused the
+, public,

“The legislation in the Chil-
dren’s Act 74 of 1983 deter-

mines that a child is any per-

son under the age of 18. This
should apply without exception
to-children involved in any ac-
tivity necessitating legal or
criminal action,” she said.

" “All children’ should enjoy

the preferential status lent to
them under that Act.

“We condemn the detentions
of children for any length of
time without them being for-
mally charged or freed.”

About 250 children under the
age of 18 are being held under
emergency regulations, a
DPSC spokesman said.

Any suggestion that the gov-
ernment had stopped detaining
children was “utterly false”,
the spokesman said.

The last time the Govern-
ment had mentioned the num-
ber of detainees under 18 was
in April last year. The Govern-
ment then revealed that 1424
of the 4224 people In defention
at that time were under 18.

Since then the statistics of
the number of detainees under
18 had not been revealed.

The spokesman said the
DPSC was also concerned
about the government’s prac-
tice of referring to “children”

as people under 14 and said
this was like moving the goal-

He pointed out that Mr Viok

“did not mention'16'and, 17-year

_l-‘_

posts to suit your own purpose., J

olds in his recent staternents.

“Mr Vlok said last week that
only one l4-year-old and only
a few 15 and 16-year-olds were
being held in terms of the
emergency regulations.

“He also cited latest statis-
tics in which more than 6 000
children under the age of 10
years wére being held in
American jails for offences
ranging from arson, rape and
robbery to fraud.

“It would be interesting to
know whether those under-10-
year-olds were formally
charged and convicted, and
also whether any child under 10
has ever been sentenced (in
South Africa) to prison for any
crime committed.

“Furthermore, 1n a recent
edition of the Christian Sci-
ence Monazttor, the San Fran-
cisco-based Youth Law Centre
revealed that juvenile studies
estimate that as many as
500 000 youths and children
under 18 years were put behind
bars in adult jails and police
lockups in the United States
every year. Some are as young
as nine years and offences In-
clude petty theft and traffic
violations,

“Ministry of

‘Order says:

“While the Children’s Act does
describe a child as under the
age of 18 to protect his or her
identity, in international prac-
tice a distinction is drawn be-
tween children and youths.

“In South Africa, as in many
othér countries, children are,
in accordance with Roman
Dutch Law, held legally ae-
countable for their actions
from the age of 14 years,

“Furthermore, a person in
South Africa is registered as
a citizen of the counfry at the
agé of 16 years. This is accom-
panied by certain legal obliga-
tions similar to those applica-
ble to adults. In no country can
youthfulness be offered as an
excuse for the committal of se-
rious crimes.

“It is a fact that children and
youths have been involved in
many serious crimes ranging
from necklace murders to
arson during the past unrest
which plagued the country.

“While it is a pity that some
of those were being held for
any;length of time before being
formally charged, the State has
a responsibility to combat vio-
lence and murder. It is thus un-
avoidable that youths and chil-
dren are to be placed in cus-
tody if necessary.

“Police investigations into
crimes commiited were (and
to an extent still are) being
hampered because of intimida-
tion and fear.

“The callousness of _those
who misuse children and force
them to commit serious crimes
such as public murders is ex-
pressed in the fear of witnesses
to testify or to supply evidence,
making police investigations
sometimes extremely difficult.
Thus the reason for sometimes
lengthy detentions,

“The detention of children
is, however, a powerful prop-
aganda weapon and is distort-
ed, misused and has become a
source for false propaganda
agamst South Afriea.

“It thus suits certain organi-
sations and individuals to use
the 'term ‘Children in Deten-
tion’ when referring to 16, 17
and' 18-year-olds, because of
the propaganda value thereof.
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By anine Slmon

o The child care movement has taken the first
3 steps towards addressmg the complex "and
w> ., growing problem of street children on a nation-

o callevel. -

-~ IThe issue was the focus of a recent National Asse-
' ciation of Child Care Workers (NACCW) conference, '

v

i which drew almost 40 delegates from areas meludmg
b Swazﬂand Bloemfontein, Worcester and Vereeniging.:
e A Cape Town social werl-:er Ms Jane Keen, report- -
e ed in the association journal The Child Ca're Wurk—-
;:_Lj er that conference resolutions included: *

S, @ To push for legislation to prevent the sale of glue-

~* and solvents to children.
0 To make representatmns about the illegitimate

'_ arrest and lmprlsonment ‘of street children.
" @ To share mformat;on and hold a mini-confer- |

\{ ence on street eluldren by mid-1988.

LS - “In. some areae
projects are-well under
way, but in .others groups
of ceneerned people are |
still deciding how best.to
tackle the prehlem . Ms.
' Keen said. ‘

A 'subsequent . visit t6
 the eastern Cape re-

' vedled that' hundreds,
possibly thousands, of
children, were homeless
as a result of urbanisa:
tion, *éxfreme poverty,
unempluyment apartheld I
policies' and lack of fael-
11tes T

" For example, in ‘East

.London children .causing
»eoneern were from three
Teategerles '
OThere were "bush L‘.hll-
dren” from homeless :fa
milies lmng in'the bush
t @ ”Dump“ehlldren”* who
llved ‘on, rubbish: dumps
or seavenged there.
@ Streetchildren 111 the
‘inner city. . 2o

First Worid medels of |
hlgh cust '¢hild” care
treatment eentres ‘would
never be able to'cater for |
such needs, Ms K¢en said.

Street ehlldren
pre]eets’ 'whmh anned at
low:cost. 1nfnr;nai care
for seH-refeIéreg cluldrelg
were, Imore, apgi‘op,na e

p future ept}nns;ﬁ Sodt amv o
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by ROBERT HOUWING
Weekend Argus Reporter

CEBOLOMZI pre-school sticks
out like a sore thumb amid the
rubble, puddles and chronic
poverty of Nyanga Extension
squatter-camp.
" A U
While -most of the structures
in the settlement are rusty,
corrugated iron shacks or plas-
tic-covered ‘dwellings, Cebo-
lomzi i§ made of cement pro-
vided by the Urban Foundation
and has a somewhat more
“permanent” look about it.

B}E “white educational stan-
dards, it is a humble facility.
But it is a triumph in commu-
nit} spirit and enterprise.
Cebolomzi is one of about 70
. pre-school, Educare Centres in

lessUprivileged communities of

the: Wéstern Cape which are

promotéd and assisted by the

2] :
JL kil

Salt River-based Grassroots
Education Trust

The trust, formed in 1972,
lists as its primary task the
provision to these communities
of professional and financial
support in setting up and run-
ning their éwn pre-school cen-
tres.

In this v-ay, it attempts to
redress the gross inegualities
that exist in the Government’s
allocation of subsidies for edu-
cation to the various race
groups in South Africa.

Some of the Educare Centres
under thz trust’s supervision —
they hive been established as
far af.eld as Hopefield and
Laaipnek — are more advanced
than, others.

“Cebolomzi falls in a partic-
ulatly poor, deprived commu-
nity. People from areas like
Nyanga Extension simply do
pot have the intome to see o
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Aheir childrens’ education,” said
~ Grassroots community worker
Ms Zukelwa Mlakalaka.

Parents who send their chil-
dren to the school pay modest
monthly fees of R2 a child —
barely enough to cover the
school’s administrative costs.

_ Cebolomzi, which caters for
more than 120 children be-
tween the ages of three and six,
opened in the middle of last
year. It operates daily between

7.30am and 3pm.
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It has a full-time teaching
staff of four and an executive
committee made up of commu-
nity volunteers. Both groups
receive training from the trust.

“Our intention is not to dom-
inate affairs. We play a sup-
portive role and our philosophy
is to have the community in
control.”

Although the building emits
a warm, vibrant sound during
the day, Cebolomzi suifers se-
vere drawbacks. The single
room is cramped and children
have to sit on the hard, con-
crete floor while they scribble
away with crayons or listen to
stories.

“One of our main priorities
is to install a kitchen which
will help provide proper meals
for the children,” Ms Mlaka-
laka said. !

“It is hoped that the pro-

posed kitchen will have a
fridge and storage bin.”

Until recently, the school re-
lied entirely on provisions from
Shawco to feed its hungry pu-
pils. |

Other plans include the pro-
vision of toilets, wash basins,
blankets and tables and chairs.

“We get inundated by re-
quests for help from all the
Educare Centres and there is
obviously ‘a limit to what we
can do, so financial and practi-
cal donations are obviously
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most welcome,” Ms Mlakalaka
said.

Inquiries can be directed to
the Grassroots Education
Trust, 350 Victoria Road, Salt
River (547 2546/7/8)
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ves of squatter

CP Reporter - ' the p!easuré\ of ﬁlaying ‘,
- ' ABOUT 60 toddlers at the  with toys ~ thanks to em-
*« Fred Clarke squatter camp  ployees of the Bates Wells
4 in Soweto.will. now enjoy Research and. Advertising
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Mayor enters taxi war
%‘p C cagruusi Y By KHUME KMGME'?,?EJ.*—IHML‘ RN AT I
\r\( 21+ [THE » Dobsorfville ¥Laxi" Owners’ Association’ this' week
NN ¢ called a meeting with_ they:Dobsonville - Mayor,, Steve
1;. 'Nkatlo, in‘a 'bid to’'end fhe ohgoing Soweto taxi war. '
Soweto and Dobsonville
taxis allegedly encroaching omdeach others’ territories.

At the meeting it was emphiisized that Soweto taxis
would not 'be allowed to operate in Dobsonville.
It was also suggested that an alternative route, through

the Main Reef, be found so that Dobsonville taxis would
not pass through Soweto enroute to the Johannesburg city.

' Meanwhile, plans were underway for Putco to extend its
services to ease the transport problems.
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,  Children at the squatter camp creche shqw off*thﬂeir nqﬁ toys. | .
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Company. .
. The toys, alll neatly
packed and labelled for the
suitable age groups, were
donated at an end-of-the-
year party at the com-
pany’s Sandton offices.
. Rescarch execufive Be-
atrice ' Kubeka, /accdmpa-
nicd by a City Phels 1éam,
recently  traced destitute
children at squatier camps
Kubeka, who is, also in-
volved ‘in various charity
programs, urged the com-
munity to “rcach out for
the less privilegéed fam.
ilics”. She said the Press
played a prominent role in
helping to identify these
families. .
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“‘MINISTER of Law
and Order Mr Adrian

Vlok was accused last
week of having the
““blood’’ of tortured

detainees ‘‘on his
hands” by Claremont

independent MP Jan

van Eck.

After describing the
torture of two black
youths by thc South
African Police to the
House of Assembly
during the No-Confi-
dence debate, Mr van
Eck referred the atteri-
tion of the House to the
ubllc gallery.

*In the public gallery
E;tuday I have these two
.young men should any
one be Iinterested n

Speakmg to them

afterwards,” said Mr van
Eck.

“They look quite good
after torture I must say,”
interjected National
Party MP for Germiston
Mr D Christophers.

"~ Scared

Mr van Eck told the
Assembly that on
January 19 Sonwabe
Madikane and Mandia
Malgas were returning
home after attending a
meeting held by the
Institute for a Democrat-
ic Alternative for South
Africa, the organisation
launched by Dr Freder-
ick van Zyl Slahbert.

The youths were
stopped ; by police on
their way home and
asked about the Idasa
brochures in their
possegsion, said Mr van
Eck.

“They were too scared
to tell the lelCE where
they*got these’ and were
thereupon beaten with
rifle butts and’ kicked.
They -were taken ,to

Vlosed
of having blood
on hls hands

LAW and Order Mlms-
ter Viok.

Nyanga police station
where they were tortured
for about four hours. A
rucksack was put over
iheir heads, hitle metal
rings were attacked to
therr little fingers and for
four hours they were
given electric shocks. At
about 3 am they were
sent home without being
charged or ecven their
addresses taken.” .. .
Mr van Eck said the
police .had mvestigated
the allegations but
hecause_&the youths.were
unable * to I{lﬂntlf)‘?‘é the
policemen wﬁﬂ tﬂrtured
them thé allegalmns were
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considered untrue.

Mr van Eck referred
the House to another
young man 1 the public
gallery, 18-year-old
youth John de Vos,.

“One evening after
bemng arrested, a bag was
put over hishead and at a
secret venue he was
assaultecd by various
policemen for about six
hours. He was undressed
and both his hands and

feet handcuffed, Two
tables were brought mto

the room. He was made
to sit on his haunches, a
broomstick was stuck
through his legs and arms
and he, hanging from the
broomstick was suspend-
ed from the table
resulting in his head
hanging dnv:fn.

“Wet cloths were
wrapped around his

wrists, his little fingers
and ankles Electric wires

- were attached to these

areas. Electric shock
upon electric shock was
sent through his body
while they kept asking
him answers to ques-
tions. His fingers, wrists
and ankles were swollen
and he had a terrible
headache He was-
prevented from seeing a
doctor.

“Mr John de Vos 1s
also prcscnt in the publm
gallery.”

Defence Minister
General Magnus Malan
ros¢ on a pomnt of order
to ask whether Mr van
Eck was allowed to refer
to the public gallery and
the speaker asked him to
refrain from doing this.

“Sir,” said Mr van
Eck, “in view of the fact
that the Minister of Law
and Order seems to have
no control over those
members of the SAPwho
are “forturing. political
opponents of the State, I
want to say today that he
has the blood of these
detainees on his hands.”
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1 A ation selling

o2 -

jeather wallets and
, purses to raise funds for
'; welfare work has drawn {
complaints and some Sus-
- picion from the public.
| But the activities of
. Ebenhaeser Welfare Ser-
1 vices — a project of the
welfare council of the
Lo Full Gospel Church of
God in SA — are above
board, Pretoria’s director
of fund-raising said.
The Church was a re-
gistered fund-raising or-

ganisation and Eben-
was entitled to
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& haeser
] ' use its fund-raising DUID- e
| ber. . i%,ﬁ“;/,», 1
| Complaints made to W
\ il - ’ f,: i, / ‘
| The Star and the Johan- e ;ﬁ/%//f%f’ /ﬁ%f :
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nesburg Child Welfare

! Sdciety were that the AR
pyblic was not clearly n- *

] formed how the money
wbhuld be used.

SUSPICION

J\E .
L |

honed me about the

leather wallets and said
the money would be used

for under-privileged chil-
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oWhen I asked for de-
tails about which chil-
caller told me
Child Welfare and chil-
drén awaiting adoption
so- 1 became suspicious,”
gaid one complainant,
Mrs Vivienne Nightin-
gale.
A spokesman for the
Church's welfare board,
Mrs R Herholdt, said
Ebenhaeser raised funds
directly, or through a
group called Combined
Charities, for a range of
welfare work.
@ For information about
the Ebenhaeser Welfare
Qervices and the welfare
work of the Church, comn-
tact Mrs Herholdt at (012)

667-1078.




Foster care inquiry criticised Q1)

, Sw By Janine Simon f.b/

The Johannesburg-based Foster Care
Action Group has criticised as “sepa-
ratist” the House of Assembly’s whites-
.+ only committee of inquiry into foster
care,

¥ Action Group chairman Miss Sandrg

Greyling said this week the group did

. ot oppose the investigation into foster

i care problem areas but objected that it
was concerned only with whites.

This reinforced the “own affairs”
“hwellare policies and meant no-one ad-
. dressed the deep-seated problems with
o fog(tier care in other communities, she

said,
,  Welfare work also needed to be re-
~focused on the reality of the South
- 1African situation: different communi-
ties were living together and mixed fa-
qmilies existed. Segregated welfare ser-
:3vices were thus inappropriate, Miss
Greyling said,

T e o e

5% . Common problems in foster care

" the amount and length of time of foster

outweighed the problems specific to
each group and a common policy, ac-
counting for the general needs of all
children, should be formulated, Miss
Greyling said.

Problems such as the inequalities in

care grants between different popula-
tions groups could only be properly ad-
dressed by one body, she added. .

The seven-member. committee,
chaired by Professor M de Bruynof}
of Unisa’s Department of Social Work,
was appointed late last year by Dr D J
de Villiers, Minister of the Budget and
Welfare, to inquire, report and make
recommendations on various aspects
of foster care. L

These included foster care philoso-
phy and the implicatons of the new
Child Care Act. Committee members
will visit major centres to hear verbal
evidence,
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Parents urged
to keep their

tempers when

vl e e ®
guiding Kkids

By SIMPIWE NCWANA
CHILDREN should not
be treated as inferior be-
ings who have to be shout-
ed at, scolded and thrashed
.all the'time, |
.« This was said by child
' welfare social worker, Mi-
chel Gordon, at a seminar
at a children’s home in Jo-
hannesburg this week,

+ The objective of the
seminar was to discuss al-
ternative methods of disci-
plining children and to dis-
courage violent ways of
punishing them.

Gordon said children
should be treated ‘as wor-
thy, respected, understand-

*ing, and intelligent beings,

Parents often failed to
understand that proper
communication between
themsclves and children
was important,

“Autocratic parenting,
whereby the parents are
the "bosses and whatever
.they say is a rule, does not
add positively to the grow-
ing child,

- *Smacking, shouting,

\and continuously disap-

X P

o

roving children’s behav-
tor actually destroys them.
Parents should not spend a
lot .of time criticising
wrong behaviour and ig-
nore good behaviour,

_ “They should practice
democratic parenting, ex-
plain things and give the
children a choice, encour-
age them to make decisions
'~ especially those relating
to their behaviour, Each
stage in a child’s life has
appropriate aspects that
need ' democratic parent-
ing.

- “At the age of two allow
the children to make a
choice, Ask them if they
want peanut butter or jam

- on their bread, or would

they like to wear shoes or
sandals, At that early stage
the child has made a deci-

_ sion, A feeling of responsi-

bility has been created,”
~ Children get confused
when parents themselves

are not consistent about
what is acccptable and not
acceptable in the home,.
Children need to know that
when mother saYy8 *no” fa-
ther is not going to say
“ves',

Children have to have -
limits and know the rules
of the home, but this

should go hand-in-hand
with explanation and rea-
SOnS.

Positive behaviour needs
to be rewarded, no matter
how small the reward,

Gordon suggested the
following discipline tech-

‘niques:

@ Distraction - remove
children from what makes
them misbehave or from
what upsets them,
® Ignore wrong behaviour
~ assess the situation as a
parent. If a child tries to
get your aitention by mis-
behaving just ignore it ‘and
the child will then try
something positive, be-
cause children do not like
{o be ignored,
® Withhold privileges -
tell children that if they
misbehave they will not
watch their favourite TV
?rugram, will not go to a
riend's party or if they
breaks mommy's vase their
pocket money will buy an-
other,
® Punishment must be ap-
ropriate to the wrong be-
aviour, and time related —
do not wait for somebody

else to come and punish the
child.

® Logical consequences -
the first time a child be-~
haves badly, warn him or
her. Explain what the pun-
ishment will be next time
and stick to it, .
“Negotiating and  dis-
cussing punishment with
the children also teaches
them self-discipline.
Thrashing a child is de-
structive to a child’s posi-
tive and proper growth and
smacking should be' the
last resort,” said Gordon,

m
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A SURVEY into the rural
community of Mathibask-
raal, about 30km east of
Pictersburg, proved to be
the beginning of a series of
improvements for people n
the area.

Like a typical Florence
Nightingale, Baragwanath
Hospital’s retired matron,
Racsihe Frederica Malatji,
walked from hut to hut in
the remote area in search
ol pregnant women, newly-
born babies and tnforma-
tion on the nutritional
needs of toddlers in the
ared.

Her findings - which
completed a study by Wits
University's Dr B Chalmer
into the South African
wOomen's  experiences n
pregnancy, childbirth and
parenthood — has brought
about fruitful results for
mothers and their toddlers
in the area

In 1986, for the first
time in the history of the
over 20-year-old village, a
creche was established to
cater for over 70 children.

“1 had to open my doors
to these children, some of
whom were malnounshed
and were wandering
around the village, while
their parents had gone job-
hunting,” said Malatji,
who offered the use of her
threc backyard rooms as a
creche

From the outside, Reho-
legile (We've now been
saved) Day Care Centre,
does not resemble a creche.
But once inside, you are
suddenly filled by the
warm atmosphere and
decorations which some-
how give a reassurance
that there are a lot of

things happening in the
dull-locking building.

Yet, much still has to be
done to make the place
comfortable for the tod-
dlers and match the re-
quired basic standards of a
carg centre

Parents, most of whom
can hardly afford the
monthly fees, have each
donated old blankets to
protect the children from
the hard and cold floors.

*This barely keeps them
warm. We need mattresses
or sponges, as well as toys,
first aid kits and education-
al equipments to make this
a real day care centre for
the development of these
children,” she says.

The RI12 monthly fee

covers meals and salaries
for the two chitd minders,
while Malat)i offers her
services free.

“l/ am doing this out of
goodwill and hope we wili
get support from all the
people of this country, |
could not sit back and let
young children suffer

“Since we started, a lot
of children have improved
healthwise. Some used to
live on solid porridge and
were malnourished,” she
$aYS.

There is little doubt Ma-
latji’'s dream will come
true. The mother of five
adult children, 1s a born
achiever who believes that
“nothing 1s impossible”

A workaholic, the self-

¢rtive granny of six, is
one of the black pioneer
nurses.

Her greatest challenge,
which 1s certainly what in-
spired her to concentrate
on primary healthcare,
came about in 1966 when
she was commissioned to
take charge of the Diepk-
loof Midwifery Clinic.

“Mothers-to-be were al-
ways hassled by municipal
police who raided them for
house permits This made
our post-natal contact with
both mothers and babies
more difficult and created
a problem when we had to
monitor the babies’ health
records,” says Malatji.

“The raids stopped fol-
jowing. a protest to the
chief commissioner of
births and deaths.”

The task of nursing to-
day has been stretched far
beyond the competence of
an individual

“The profession is tiring.
Even those who are born
nurses have become tired
because of overcrowding. |
cannot say there is a short-
age of nurses, but it is dis-
couraging to work hard
while one sees no improve-
ments.

“How would you feel if
were made to give patients
food while they were lying
on the floor?" she ques-
tioned,

She was promoted 1o
senior sister in 1975, and
on her retirement 10 years
later, concentrated on her
research in Lebowa clinics
and villages.

Interesting points came
up n the research. The
older generation felt it was

!_—-‘1

taboo to let couples share
the traumatic ezﬂperiences
of the labour ward, while
mothers, both young and
old, felt it was necessary to
create a bond between
mother and child| from the

very first moment. |

Breast f v.aeaiiini1 was an-
1

other highlight in the re-
search. Malatji feels it is
important for babies to be
breast fed until|they are
two years old.

Born in Ma’{\iba Vil-

lage, Malatji had a stint in
teaching before taking up
nursing in  Vereeniging
Hospital 1n 1941, She got
married in 1945 and the
foilowing year, worked as a
district nurse in Top Loca-
tion.

Malatji maintains a
child should enjoy protec-
tion from both parents and
the commumty. She views
couples who “think of
themselves  first” when
they decide to go separate
ways in a marriage as be-
ing selfish.

“Our community oper-
ates according to the line
of authority on isuch mat-
ters. For instance, if par-
ents and relatives of the
couples fail to resolve their
problems, the case s re-
ferred to the headman,
then the chief of the kraal
and eventually, to the com-
missioner’s nfficf.

This, she says, has dis-
couraged many couples
from calling it iquits in a
marriage, and in fact, has
buiit up respect]

“Nowadays things have
gone commercidl and peo-
ple go into marriage with
lots of doubts. They tend to
bargain with their chil-
dren’s lives and fthere is no
real cummitmﬁt from ei-
ther party,” Malatji be-
lieves. |
® Donations to jassist Ma-
latji’s cause, may be sent to

Reholegile Day Centre,

go Malatji | Maphutu
chool, Private Bag 7944,
Pictersburg.
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the child, his skin colour, hair ™
and features, combines with
a family background check
hefore racial classification 1s
made

And two colour piclures — |
a front view and a stde view  ,. 4
22— have o handed in by the = somwiSiivhs
ifsve, applicant during the physical F 'T‘ BT
Renexamnation PACal e B O3

4 f.‘-‘:‘f"".:""'-

[l

,r-#.— )
Recommendations for re- feiis
ertrlassification from the or. g5

anisatinn putting together pdeisiia
gEeebaby and adoptive parents EEASEET R
E8itould be turned down if the BT

hild is too white or too

“By CHARMAIN NAIDOO

THESE are, the heartbreak kids ...
the little ones whose fate can be
decided by a racial classification
made by a faceless government

clerk. |
it was Webster, the heariwarming

story of a black/white television family,

hat highlighted the plight of desperate
E:hildlegs white couples and the sad tale of

how they cannot adopt across the colour-
line.
le little coloured and black babies wait
fu:v ah 1mumm and daddy to taket the;ﬁtlil:mﬁ; i
ta]:iigaé?;%sl 321{? white parenss = ° care and adoptions at the *?#4
) ‘ e Tl D o
The reason: Adoption across the colour line égg;::nes::r afl:iléﬁd t;‘-feelfar? e
is illegal, and parents who apply for a baby, eSS Yy, €Xp pro- B
specifically stating that colour or sex is Imma- > S
terial, have to be told they can only have a We write to the depart- ;;;.% T
child from within their own race group ment and give a report in [ty
which we describe the child's FReasmrtemsRal
SaddeSt features — e g straight hair, ERfigeseatosisy
And this regardless of their willingness to  fair skin, blue eyes. o SRR
give a home to a child from another race “Then we describe the PcrrditvmioXbiy
As for couples of mixed race, who hecame_ applicants as well. to show ;ﬁﬁﬁﬂvﬁ* R
legal when the Mixed Marriages Act was re that there 15 a physical Pt

led, they cannot adopt at ali — this because |
t?ea law clgarly states that the child has to match

belong to the same race group as both its R e por t
adoptive parents. Ty
parent — who have to go A so“tar’ pﬂrt comes when the prll- :"‘::f,&;::;‘
through a process of racial . cants qnd the baby have to go Gencteniien
reclasgsﬁicaltjiun before they ludt_ller IS8 1o aninterview with a clerk }E‘zm;ﬁm Bl
can be adopted — Wwhose picture Of  who makes the final decision. [EeziaEine
story is saddest loneliness in  Here the physical character- JERama uacaif Fpnaet] oo s
Children are usua}ly clas- his wicker istics are sr::l'luunlsed and g%ﬁ;,{g&;ﬁr, ST qﬂ.*w e
sified in the mother's rla}i::ial cot 1wo report made fe'- F A R 3
roup. However, the probiem a . . A
Srises when there is mixed  toys his only Swﬁéndsgggnfgﬁsgpﬁéhe ;1]5]1:_ il i
arentage. companion PRk
e e of tese ks gy na als L ng Areedy done (e LA
whether they wil] go through he d ed '
life white or coloured, is de- for the ay | B
cided by a clerk at the De-  when he will At the Princess Alice gy,
partment of Home Affairs have a home Adoption Home in Westcliff, e
Picture: Johannesburg, white babies [gieey? a5
Es' find homes almost immed)- Bk
JAM ately [.ast year 52 white, 35
SOULLIER black and 18 coloured babies

were placed, but 13 black and |
four coloured babies are stili
looking for homes

An official at the home
sald there was a marked in-
crease in the number of cou.
Eles who wanted to adopt any

aby — black, white or
coloured.
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ity The same process is fol-
eflowed if, for example, a pyElibleHlEs
e coloured family wanted to BieRiai LR
% adopt a black baby The child Eiiibecmste

=] would have to be reclassified prFsrtakdigy

Y into the same racial group as By
% the couple wanting to adopt L3
him or her s

This week Miss Keneilloe J-’
Mohafa, manager of foster 2y
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56 cases for p

By Craig Kotze,
, Crime Reporter

| Johannesburg’s police Child

I Protection Unit, which was a
| month old yesterday, has al-
| ready investigated 56 cases and
| has started eriminal proceed-

nounced. |

I  And such was the success of
| the unit, said commander War-
rant Officer Willem van Zyl,
that many calls and cases had
been receiyv2d from areas out-

t ...The unit was set up on the
orders of Witwatersrand Divi-
} sional Commissioner Brigadier
Ernie Schnetler after months of
! research and liaison with wel-
fare authorities by
burg District CID officer Colo-
nel Wilhelm Blignaut.

It had already liaised -and
formed strong links with wel-

 weekend, police reported.

A spokesman said the men, armed with a knife and a gun,
entered the Greenhill Street premises at about 10.15 am on Sunday
and held up Mr Mario Tattorio and the staff before fleeing with the

cash. .
No-one was injured.

ings in 10, police have an-

side its jurisdiction. !

"' from their parents éﬂd'ﬁugiﬂ a--the care of Norman House in
" place of safety. s
' |

Johannes--

‘Armed robbers snatch R4 000

 Three armed robbers made off with R4 000 from the Renata Pizze-
ria in Emmarentia after holding up the owner and his staff at the

..-r-|' L A

([ 315%

fare organisations, said Warrant
Officer van Zyl.

He said the help of the public
was still needed and anyone
with any information on any
cases involving children was
urged to contact the unit.

Warrant Officer van Zyl said
the 10 criminal cases being pro-
ceeded with included indecent,

assaults on a six-year-old and a °

two-year-old child, and five
cases of other child abuse in-.

- volving children between the

ages ofi six months and 16. Four
abused children had been taken

e g TR
'y

DECISIONS AWAITED

' There were also two cases of

common assault against an 11-
month-old baby and a 12-year-
old child which did not involve’
parents. |

CLdaly v,
P

olice Child Unit

G
All the criminal cases he
ready been laid before the se-
nior public prosecutor for a de-
cision, |
- Warrant Officer van Zy! told
a press conference that he and
his team had also investigated
another 46 cases, 10 of which
had proved to be false with ei-
‘ther incorrect names and ad-

dresses given or which turned
out to be welfare cases.

The unit, which operates from
Newlands police station, had
also placed two runaways from
the Werda Industrial School in

"Edenvale, returned’ another to a
Benoni industrial school and
handed over one child to Hill-
brow’s Twilight Children Organ-
isation.

An abandoned baby girl was

-found on the pavement in First

Avenue, Lower Houghton, at the
weekend and was taken to
Baragwanath Hospital.

Two cases involving the shel-
tering of runaways were also
pending in Johannesburg and
parents in Joubert Park had
also asked the unit to investi-
gate the caning of their child at
school,

The unit's number is (011)477-
1390, extensions 251 to 255. |

‘-1‘Uw - Frege o Jigfy - wpl *

—m s —“lh—

-
= L *
el pfs wr——— il . — =l Y aaak W s B PRSI R —hmd it —-— -

' e e B o i ol B — -y, — -

e i = M _peys —

- - -
- -
—_ —_ —_— .
—



e
¥

1y
b

l"'!ﬁ
A,

L]
"1_' 1.

1)
yhY)

a::#{.

*,

B
g 422

%

oL
.
b ]

i R
Ik

¥ ;J
|

Ao

A
~r

|'--- "

—f

33

21t T
G

[] \}iﬁt

T
*

-F o -
Fﬂt&';ﬁi{‘“h

~ Hra
F okt é;f',h

-t

139

TUESDAY, 1 MARCH 1988

140

nﬁu = SJITCSDONIOE AVE DOEC -
formed that the Department of Ag-
nicultural Economics and Marketing
1s at present conduciing an nvestl-
gation into the possibility of regulat-
ing amunal expenmentaton. The
hon member 13 also referred to my
reply to oral question number 7on 23
February 1988

Secondly (a) The Southern Afncan Federation
of SPCAs and Affihated So-

cieties

(b) That section 8(1) of the Animals
Protection Act, 1962 {Act 71 of
1962), be amended to provide that
officers of societies for the preven-

! tion of cruelty to anmimals be given
the authonzauon by a single cen-
tral authonty to exercise the pow-
ers referred to in secuon 8 ot the
Act, which authonizatuon wiil be
valid in the whole ot the Republic

{¢) Immnally I could not suppart the
amendment The Federauon,
however, has requested me to re-
consider the matter which I am
now doing

Thirdly (a) The Southern African Federauon of
SPCAs and Affihated Societies

(b) That an officer authorized in terms
of sectton 8( 1) of the Animais Pro-
tection Act, 1962, be deemed to be
a police officer so as to be able to
have the accompanying powers.

(c) None asthe request cannot be sup-
poried The Federaticn has been
notified accordingiy

Fourthlv (a) The South African Vetennary
Council.

(b) That a cerificate of a vetermarian
in terms of the Performuing Am-
mals Protection Act 1935 tAct 24
of 1935), w the etfect that the
arumals menuoned therem are tit
(o be tramed and/or exhibited and
that the owner s premises are It
and suitable. be valid for a shorer

period than a vear.

{¢) The matter 1» being mvestigated

[ mav add thattheitl-treatment and maimme ot
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Since anmmals are not able to detend them-
selves or state their case, an unmense respon-
sibility rests on Parhament 10 counteract the
imcidence of brutal acts against anmals, but an
even greater responsibility rests on the com-
munity. This can be done by education and
community acthon, of which the Societes for
the Prevention of Crueity to Ammals are the
best examples. The public 15 not sensitive
enough to realize the role 1t can play 1n this
regard Police action and prosecutions in our
courts are reacuonary steps and merely repre-
sent the 1p of the 1ceberg regarding what can

be and should be done Staustics reveai the
following

During the pennod 1 July 1986 to 30 June
1987. 346 people were prosecuted for cruelty
to and the maiming of ammals, 274 of which

were convicred

[, however, pelieve that the real occurrence of
this malady 1in humans 1s far greater than 1s

indicated by the number of court cases [t 13
therefore appropnate 10 make an appeal to the
public to become more involved and to become
engaged 1n the acuvities of Societies for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Ammals as well as
other societies. The NP s also concerned about
the mmcidence of cruelty to amimals and has
alreadv discussed the matter at one of 1is

CONZIES5ES

Mr D J DALLING Mr Chairman, I thank the
hon the Minister for his reply

Ansing out of the first part of the hon the
Mimster s reply 1n which he referred to the
drawing up ot a code of conduct, 15 1t the intent100
of the Government to ensure that this code has
the force ot law or will it merely be 2 moral code
for guidance purposes”?

The MINISTER Mr Chairman, the very purl-
pose of the research that 1s being done at the
moment 1s to establish whether 1t shouid have the
force of law or act as a guide My personal
inclinaton ts 10 support the view that it should

have the torce ot law______ —_

Child abuse: steps to combat
*2 \Mr D § DALLING ashea the Mimster of

Jusiice

1

' Whether he 1y considenng taking any 5L 10
7
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not, if so, what steps?
The MINISTER OF JUSTICE:

Anyone who Wli-treats children can be prose-
cuted for various offences, statutory as well as
under the common law. The courts have the
necessary junsdiction to impose a suitable sen-

tence n cases of convictions of any of these
offences

The cowardly ll-treatment of defenceless chil-
dren cannot be condemned 1n strong enough
terms Agamm 1t 15 the commumty and the
vanous welfare and educational organizations
which can fulfil a colossal role by acting n
prevention. By leaving it to the State means
that the child will first have to be ill-treated
before the State can prosecute Statistics for
the penod 1 July 1986 to 30 June 1987 indicate
that 414 people have been prosecuted for child
abuse. infantinide and kidnapping, 271 of
which have been convicted. On 18 January

While T am discussing this matter, | just want it
placed on record that we are similarly very wor-
ried about the increasing number of attacks on
defenceless elderly people. This phenomenon 1s
upseting The motve is usually robbery and
what goes with it. I therefore want to emphasize
that we on this side of the House are also taking
action m connection with all the people 1n our
community who are defenceless. [Interjections ]

Mr D J N MALCOMESS. Mr Chairman, on a
point of order: Is a Minister entitled to make a
statement on a subject which bears no relation at
all to the question 10 which he 1s replving, wel-
come as that statement might be? [Interjections |

The CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE: Order!
The convention 1s that 2 Minister m reply to a
question should confine himself to the question
as asked. The hon the Mimster of Justice has

rephed to the question, and [ shall leave the
matter at that.

-

lll-lllll

1988 several people were 1n prison who were \mmm_.wnn 30A of Internal Security Act: detainees
serviag sentences for 239 offences relaung 1o/

chuld abuse. These statisncs are again only the’
tip of the 1ceberg.

In 1987 1 decided that offenders Serving sen-
tences of impnsonment for violence agamst
chiidren, will not automatcally be enutled to.
parole [ consider each such case personally
and I may even decide to refer such cases to the
Adwvisory Release Board The SA Police have.
also established a special unit which concen-'
trates only on offences which have a bearing oni
child abuse. This will lead 10 more prosecu-:

tions and the Attorneys-General will undoubt- |
edly react accordingly ,

I once again request Attorneys-General to
ensure that the maximum amount of evidence
retlecting the atutude of the community 1s
placed before the courts. One of the biggest

problems 15, 1n fact. that the public does not
come to the fore with evidence

I make an eamest appeal to the pubhlic to
become involved ia this problem of our societs
and to be alert for possible cases of child abuse.
In cases where memoers of the public suspect
that child abuse 1s occumming, they must please.
Without further ado. report this to the special
unttof the SA Police or to child and famiiv care
s0cieties [1is the bounden dutv of each ot us 1o

make 1 reaj contnbution—we owe I to our
children

- - -
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*3. Mrs H SUZMAN asked the Minister of Law
and QOrder:

How many persons were detained nn terms of
section S0A of the Internal Secunty Act, No 74
of 1982, 1n 19877

The MINISTER OF LAW AND OR
None

Section 50 of Internal Security inees

*4. Mrs HSUZMAN asked the Mimster of Law
and Order

Whether any persons have been detained n
terms of section 30 of the Internal Secunity Act,
No 74 of 1982, since 2 February 1987.1f so. (a)

how many and (b) in respect of what date 1s this
mformation furnished?

Tihe MINISTER QF LAW AND QRDER
No

___ {a} and (b) Fall awav e

—

-~

_‘ Policemen killed/serously injured
2 Mrs HSUZMAN asked the Mimster of Law

and Order-

How manv policemen. excluding policemen
kalled or injured in vehicle accidents or outside
the Republic, were (a) kilied ana (b) seniously

'riiured n the executton of theirrduces it (9877
I
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Xecutive, Mrs Vio-
let Simelane, recejved
Ovations at the meeting,

, N 1l
Zimbabwe's President,

Mr Robert m gabe,

opened the five- ay con-

€rence yesterday morn.
ing, . -
1d

Walst down, - dik
Boys ‘of.(19 deseribéd
how they were kid-
happed from

theip
homes by the MNR, ang
Were made

O _particj-
bate 1n atrocities.
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Africa faced diffi-

cult tlmes and the great chalienge for them would

be persuadmg people not to respond to the violence

of the government, Dr Allan Boesak, leader of the

(\rurld Ailiance of Reformed Churches, said yestler-
ny.

Dr Boesak, speaking at a press conference after
an hour-long meeting with Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe, predicted that the chureh would
have to assume a far more visible role in fulure,
taking over some of the functions of organizalions
on which restrictions had been placed.

He said the South African government's clamp-
down on 17 groups last week would not stop the
“tidal wave of freedom in our country”,

But he said if Christians succumbed to the tempta-
tion of violence their chances of exposing the SA
government for what it was would be reduced

Dr Boesak, in Harare for an inlernational confer-
ence on child survival, predicted that action against
churches would worsen under the proposed law
banning {oreign funding of some SA churches.

He told journalists that President Mugahbe had
promised Zimbabwe's continued support in the
struggle against apartheid.

“We talked about the consequences .. for the
whole region as the Soulh African government in-
creasingly becomes desperate.”

& Anglican bishops in Zimbabwe yesterday
aligned themselves with the church in South Africa
in the struggle for justice, peace, reconciliation and
human rights, the national news agency Ziana re-

ports.
! - - - _
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forcod child |

torcod child labo )
CAPE TOWN — The penalties for enforcing com-
pulsory child labour on farms during school hours

and for keeping children out of schools have been
drastically increased by a Standing Committee of

Parliament.

The maximum fines for stopping pupils from at-
tending school or for demanding their labour as a
condition for attendance at 2 farm school have
been increased tenfold from the existing law —
from R50 to R500 — and the maximum prison has
been increased from one month to three months.

Before the Education Laws Amendment Bill was
considered by the Standing Committee on Educa-
tion, it was proposed that the maximum fine be in-
creased to R150 and the maximum prison sentence

remain at one month.

But the committee raised the penalties and its
proposed changes will now be considered by all
three Houses of Parliament.

It will now be an offence to utilize children for
their labour during school hours, whether or not
their school is subject to compulsory schooling re-
quirements.

It will also be an offence 1o require a child to
render any service, paid or not, as a condition for
their admission to a school gsituated on a farm.

The new measure is at restricting the exploila-
tion of child labour, particularly on farms.
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HARARE — bnn_uwﬁgw
Desmond Tutu said at a
music concert that South
Africa had declared war
on its childrer and was
teaching them to hate one
another.

- 4] come from a
..country that has nnn_m&m
___imﬂ on its children,™
'"Tutu, who arrived in

) & N_,Ecm_uim on Saturday,
told music fans at the

‘concert marking the end .,

of a week-long confer-
ence on children.

The Anglican church-
man, introduced to the
crowd by American

singer Harry Belafonte{ §#F

said children in South
Africa wanted peace but

the white-dominated _

Pretoria Government
was feaching them to kil
and hate.

H._n amuoﬁnnna apart-
heid and stated: "“We
shall be free. Whatever
governments may try to
do, we are going to be

The concert at
Harare’s National Sporis

Stadium featured exiled -

LR

var.on children’

Hugh Masekela and
Miriam Makeba, Bela-
fonte and Camerounian
singer Manu Dibango.
It closed an interna-

#/3/5¥ tional symposium on the

plight of children living *
under the impact of
apartheid in Southern .
Africa. ! ,

Belafonte said pro-
ceeds from the video-
recorded show would go

!-J._

towards the welfare of
some 15 million children
threatened by prevent-
able diseases and effects
of apartheid in Southern
. Africa. .
~ 2The conference was
*ﬂuﬁmmﬂ_mna by the
NHEwww.Em Committee-
“on Child Survival and
Development and the
United Nations Child-
ren’s Fund. — Sapa.

South African musicians
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m__.,.mm_. EE.Q, :Belafonte :ﬁuﬂﬁunmm of-the mcﬂana suffered at the hands of

-

flew to~Mdzambique. _Portuguese colony where  the suerillas, alleged:to
qmmﬁnnuw in a Zimbabwe Malawi ~Mozambican, be backed by South

>

Air Force plané .to .see: - HmﬁnmEu.u and. Zimba- -Africa. The white-led

L

T

-

m
0
w n victims~-of .South - bwean ' troops are “government in Pretoria
# rica’s apgression.in the “fighting rightwing rebels . disavows links with the

-

“Yegion. .- .- ‘of-the Mozambique "~ movement.

Belafonte will- fly to - National Wmmﬁﬁanm. ' -

“towns: ‘and ,_.E_mmnw inthe: . He - ,E:_ -speak - to. L Victims ™ =

-~

. i S —— M- — e Y . Iilllﬂ il ey “““““uwn-l
lli-.\

—_ b

" " The Zimbabwe-Moza-
Ew_hﬂm Friendship
Society, in a statement,
said Belafonte would see-
at first hand how
children were victims of
South African destabili-
sation 1n Southern
Africa.
) The American singer
was in Harare for a S-day
'symposium -~ on child
survival dnd develop-
ﬁﬂnﬂ in Southern m,mﬂnm
aﬂmmu_mma jointly by ‘the-
_Nmm&mdﬂm Qaﬁﬂnﬁmﬁ
and the United Nations’
‘Children’s Fuad (Uni-
cef). It attracted some
200 academics, artists,
mﬁwﬁﬁm and pocts in a
bid to dramatise the
plight of child victims ﬂw
conflict in the region.—
Sapa.
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SA declares war on
<t H 36 (248
children, says Tutu

HARARE — Archbishop Desmond Tutu says South
Africa has “declared war” on its children and is
teaching them to hate one another.

He told music fans at a concert marking the end of |}
a conference on children in Harare: “I come from a|g
country that has declared war on its children.”

The Anglican churchman, who was introduced to
the crowd by American singer Harry Belafonte, |}
added: “We shall be free. Whatever governments may
try to do, we are going to be free.” /

& The -concert was at' Harare’s national sports sta-
um. - ; -

It closed an international symposium on the plight
of children living under the impact of apartheid. |

Belafonte said proceeds from the show would go |{

towards the welfare of some 15 million children
threatened by preventable diseases and apartheid in |}
southern Africa. ~

The conference was organised by the Zimbabwe
“Committee om.Child Sif¥ival and-Development and
the United Naiohs gléildren’s, Fund. — Sapa-Reuter.
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SA under at attack"’m/sg

HARARE - 2 Southy
Afrlca came under‘
hjjsteﬂng attack at last
Week's gathering of
ﬁwﬂqrs,@"al‘tlﬂs and
“intellectuals to debate the
thirest*to the children of
Snuthern Africa from

puverty, disease, ipnor- -
ance and war.

Children maimed” in
Angola and Mozambi-
que, some with arms or
legs missing, some blind,
told of losing their
families, of being blown
up by mines or caught in
- the crossfire of opposmg
ideologies.

But African- Govern-
ments from black-run
Africa did not escape
altogether,

the Kenyan writer and
historian whose televi-
sion documentary on
Africa’s past drew
vigorous condemnation
and praise international-
ly, said Africa was
caught up between the
abyss of anarchy and the
chasm of tyranny,

It was caught between
the curse of toe much

government and the chill
of too Iittle

He told the Sympos-

ium: ““Qur palltmal
institutions are still
fragile, our .sense of
national identity is

weak,— Sowetan - Africa
News Serwce

Fre LT

: Professor-Ali Mazrui, |
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Daily Dispatch Reporter

| EAST LONDON — A national com-
munity education and rural devel-
opment workshop is being hosted
here by the Border Early Learning
Centre (ELC), a privately-funded
organisation amming to provide
pre-school education for ‘de-
prived communities”

The material used for the semi-
nars, which began on Tuesday and
ends tomorrow at the Early L.earn-
ing Centre, was based on the Hewu
project, a community and develop-
ment programme 1n a rural re-
settlement area north of Queens-
town

The Hewu project, known as
Face (food, agriculture, craft, edu-

cation), was funded by the Ber-
nard van Leer Foundation, an
institution based 1in The Nether-

]

lands which concentrates on the
development of community-based
initiatives with regard to socially
and culturally disadvantaged pre-
school children

The co-ordinator of the Bernard
van Leer Foundation South Afri-
can National Network, Mr Roy Pa-
dayachie from the Durban ELC,
sald the seminar had been useful
as people had been *“exposed to
the reality of rural deprivation”
He added that he regarded it as “a
challenge to talk about the skills
and characteristics teachers
should have”

The director of the Border ELC,
Mrs Margaret Irvine, said the
Hewu project, one of six Network
projects throughout the country,
wds a pilot project for rural de-
velopmenf and education The ELC
15 at present 1nvolved with 68 pre-
school centres 1n Hewu.

—_—
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"“The ultimate

child abuse’

The iise of young children
as drug pushers has been
described by the Johan-
nesburg Child Welfare
Society as “the ultimate
form of child abuse”.

It urged an investiga-
tion into the use of chil-

7dreft as drug pushers and

b

said those responsible for
the™ situation should be
punished.

7-year-old held after drug

Crime Reporter

Two young suspected drug dealers —
aged seven and nine — have been ar-
rested along with four other pedlars
and 12 users by Johannesburg narcot-
ics detectives, 1n a street clampdown

on the dagga and Mandrax trade in
Joubert Park.

Police said quantities of dagga and
Mandrax — next to dagga South Afri-
ca’s most popular drug — were seized
after the police operation on Friday
morning.
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SWO

John Vorster Square narcotics detec-
ttves swooped at about 10am an
rounded up the suspects, said a spokes-
man

The swoop was the sequel to a three-
day observation operation on drug-re-
lated activities on the corner of Bo
and Quartz Streets. M

The suspects, including the children,
had already appeared in the -Hillbro
Magistrate’s Court. The children’s par-
ents were aware of the matter but di

not turn up in court.
The children are in police custody.
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By Winnie Graham

There are smali] children in
Hammanskraal — a ryral resi-
dential area north of Pretoria
— Who have seldom seen a
white face, yet have white
“parents” who keep in touch
with them regulariy,

They are children being
Sponsored by South Africans
through World Visjon, 4 Chris-
tian reljef agency which sup-
ports many projects through-
out the country.

Among thege boys and girls
are five pre-school children
who love getting letters or par-
- cels from their white “par-
st . ] ents”. They speak no English

but there s always someone to
: & translate for them.

Thloki Marabe, Joseph Mak-
goke, Moses Ngobeni, Tebogo
. Malele and Simon Makgoke
. 7 RN i MR o g , live in small houses clustered
_ it i _ : togeéther in the veld. They are
weil cared for but thejr life is

simple, devoid of luxury.

The R28-a-month contribu-
tion from their “white” parents
has added an extra dimension
not only to their own lives but
also to those of members of
their family and even their
community. The food the
money buys is shared but the

SR children know they will eat
. T S A R PRINRRY 0Pk e B0 mﬂ@u.% H_Ww‘.
Malele . . . one of the black children in Hommanskraal The red-letter days come
He L wheo has been adepted by white South African parents, . " when a parcel of clothes or bis-

- [ =L I,

Cuils arrives from their white
fatnily They love nothing more

than receiving correspondence
from a “mom” and “dad” they
have never met. Photographs
are exchanged and, now ang
again, visits are arranged.

Mrs Val Smith of World Vi-
sion, says “parents” are en-
couraged to keep in toueh with
their “children”

‘Occasionally an older child
will visit the home of his white
parents but we prefer people to
g0 to the black families,” she
said.

Mrs Joyce Pholosi, principal
of a nursery school at Danhaus
in the Hammanskraal area,
said unemployment was rife
and many mothers worked in
factories near their homes for
“between R5 and R15 a week”,

“They are happy to be get-
ting something,” she said. “But,
on that kind of money, it is im-
possible to feed their children
adequately.”

People who would like to
Sponsor a child should tele-
phone Mrs Smith at (011) 674-
2043 or 678-0477 (after hours).

@ Starbridge was launched
to help close the gap between
the races. If you have wdeas
of how to communications
can be improved write to
Starbridge, Box 1014, Johan-
nesburg 2000.
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PENALTIES for; keeping
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/ ;l;ave been mcreased to a :
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417 FRIDAY, 11 MARCH 1988 418
Cay 415 FRIDAY, 1 9
| _m_” RIDAY, 11 MARCH 1988 416 (2) m“& @Egcﬁn ) 27 Deportations/repatriation
e - | (0) ~ Lesotho ° 539 Mr S S VAN DER MERWE he”
g HOUSE OF ASSEMRBLY (1) Includes central government, provincial (c) Swazland 16 Minister of Home Affairs:
B administrations and government trade (d) Botswana 5 : ..
3 tIndicates translated version. enterprises (e) Mozambique 49 (a) How many Black (i} male and (ii) female
B . Total 199 persons were (aa) deported mnn_ (bb) re-
For wnuien reply- (i) Includes local authonties, parastatal in- patriated from the Republic in 1987 and
shiuttons, umversittes and techmikons. Pt (b)(i) 1n terms of what statutory provision
General Affairs agncultural marketing boards and public Children born in South Africa ~ V.nuw K and (n) to which states were they so (aa)
Infant mortality rate -orporations; excluding (1. 495 Mr P G SOAL asked the Minister af:%a\U deported and (bb) repatriated?
“ 387. Dt M S BARNARD asked _‘ Medical University of Southern Africa: students Alfairs: The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS:
- LT ARD asked the Mimister o qualified as doctors How many (a) White, (b) Black, (¢) Coloured (aa) Deportations
Fome Affarrs d (d) Asian children were b South ——
, _ 448. Dr M S BARNARD asked the Minister of gnc (d) Asian children were born m Sout (a) (i) 139
What was the infant mortality rate for (a) Education and Development Ad Alrica in 1986, (1) including and {n) excluding
Biacks, (b) Coloureds, (¢) Indians and (d) i ; - " m\b the self-goverming ternitones? (1i) 1
Whites in the Repubhe 1n 19867 OW maiy students in each race drdup qual;- :
P fied as doctors at the Medical Universtty of The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS. (b) (1) In terms of section 43 of the
The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS South i d 9879 Admzsston of Persons to the Re-
outhem Afnca at the end of 198 (1) (1) ublic Regulation Act. 1972
(a) 80.0" (Estimate — registrations mcom- Ty MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND (a) 72 955 72 914 MPE 59 of Hmm.qwm ,
_u—_m_nw Humaxmmlouu.&mz.ﬁ AID. ﬁw_w 769 000* 421 950* ’
(b} 316" (c) 81 825 81 808 () Lesotho — 33
H , wnﬂiﬁ_n:.m_dmﬁ aduates (d) 19 560 Transkei — 73
¢} 13.6° Black 48 . Mozambique — 10
(d) 7.0* White 0 Estimated Zimbabwe — 10
. Coloured 0 : Swaziland — 3
*Per 1 000 births Asian 0 School bnidings co Cisker — 3
] . . . 519 Mr S S VAN DER MERWE askéd the Botswana S 2
Gainfully m:.__:nwmm;ﬁwgﬁ_m _&ﬂmﬂ_i directly in Black workers repatriated Minister of Education and Development Aid: Bophuthatswana — 5
e emplo —_
proy 470 Mrs H SUZMAN asked t inister of (@) How many school builldings were con- Venda 2
nﬂum- ?ﬂ_.mmm MCNEPZ asked thq\{inistes” of Home Affars. % structed or caused to be constructed by his Totai 140
ome Altarrs: (1) How many Black workers a) Zim- Department 1 1987 and (b) what was the
What percentage of gainfully employed (a) babwe. (b) Lesotho. (¢) Swaziland, (d) average capital cost of constructing these (bb) Repatnatons
Whites. (b) Coloureds, (c) Indians and (d) Botswana and (e) Mozambique were re- burldings”
Blacks were (1) directly and (1) indrrectly 1n

patnated 1n 1987,

() (1) and (1} 37 423 Separate figures
State employ in the Republic as at the latest

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND In respect of male and female
specified date for which figures are available? (2) how many of these workers i each cate- DEVELOPMENT AID persons are not being kept.
gory had been granted exemption from :
The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS. fepatnation on the ground of long service () Primary schools 28 complete schools con- (®) (1) In terms of section 16 of the
(1) as at the latest specified date for which S1siing o classrooms and the addition Admission of Persons 10 the Re-
figures are available? of 142 classrooms at 11 existing schools public Regulation Act, 1972
(a) 4.8 Besides this 411 classrooms at farm (Act 59 of 1972).
(b) 1.50% The MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS. schools were subsidized (1) Zimbabwe — 3124
(©) 0.3% (1) Separate statistics 1n respect of Black Secondarv schools: 24 complete schoois Mozambique 26 870
. Wa;m.m._ﬁ:m m__.m _.nummﬂmnm‘mm__. © ME being consisting of I 064 teaching rooms and the Botswana — 2669
(d) 4.2 Eﬂﬂ.#maw HHGMM%._ aMH_.._M Ewnq _%Mmmmw addition of 68 teachmng rooms at {8 ex- Swaziland — 1340
:._u lows. & mm:_..um.. schools. Malawy — 09
(a) 2.1 (2) Zimbabwe 3 124 (b} Primary school for 1 000 pupils of R1.256 Wmﬂa_m — w
anzania —
(b) 0.6 (b) Lesotha 3 308 million S atre _ _
(¢) Swanland 1349 Secondary school for 1 000 pupils R2.932 Gambia — i
(¢) 0.1 (d} Botswana 2 669 million _
Lesotho 3 308
d) 4 563 (e} Mozambique 26 870
.“ I N (Escalation costs and professional fees Total 37 423
Percentages as at 30 June 1687 Total 37 320 excluded )
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SPECIAL REPORT - 1
by SUE LUPTON, Weekend Argus Reporter
Pictures: DION TROMP, Weekend Argus

VER been

down the
give a
they’re going.

Pathetic, persistent and infu-
riating, they are known as
street Kids or strollers.

“Strolling” is how they de-
scribe what they do all day:
roaming the streets, begging,
“parking” and washing cars,
doing odd jobs, and even occa-
sionally prostituting them-
selves to earn enough to keep
hunger away.

Street children exist all over
the world — perhaps as many
as 30-million.

Cape Town’s sireets are
home to more than 600 chil-
dren.

They live by their wits and
sometimes sniff thinners to es-
cape the cold and pain of their

lives.

At night
bridges, in
lots.

These children have strolled
right out of the systemn, which
gave them the rawest possible
deal.

They are runaways from
overcrowded, poverty-stricken,
violent and broken homes.

Most were neglected and
abused at home: emotionally,
physically or sexually.

They were passed from one
care-giver to another: parents,
grandparents, distant relatives,
friends and paid strangers.

Deprived of the basic rights
of children — love, warmth
and security — they move onto
the streets, seeking freedom
and a hetter existence.

they shelter under
parks or parking

hassled by, a pack of .
chins at the traffic lights, parking your car or walking
street? Very few people haven’t, but not many ;
vhought to where they’ve come from, or where g

But they find themselves
strolling alongside crime and

poverty, ignorance and malnu-
trition.
They are still abused by

adults — the ones they hassie

Sniffing can give them a
fleeting illusion of happiness,
but the hunger, emotional de-
privation and intellectual star-
vation remain long after the
thinners has worn off.

HE Homestead, Cape

Town’s first stroller pro-
ject, was created i 1982 to of-
fer an alternative to those who
find that strolling doesn’t an-
swer their problems.

The shelter in New Church
Street, opened in 1982, was the
first part of the venture which
has since expanded.

The shelter’s doors onto the
street are always open.

With one step a stroller
moves from the tough street
life into an environment where
he is fed, clothed and uncondi-
tionally accepted.

He may stroll out whenever
. he pleases, but he usually re-
. turns.

s

The shelter is simply a large
.room lined with bunks and
flanked by doorways into a
bathroom, basic kitchen and of-
fice.

The decor is as bright and
vigorous as the boys — fire red
walls and carpet, bright blue
lockers, striped duvets.

The atmosphere is even live-
lier

et P

impish, barefoot ur-

THE joy of reading ... Reintroducing strollers to books is part of the Homestead’s new infor-

mal education programme, Learn to Live. These boys lie on cushions made by strollers in the

project. On the left is Adam Jaftha, the first child at the
six years ago. All efforts to trace his family have failed.

Homestead shelter after it opened
Anyone who knows about Adam’s

‘background is asked to please contact social worker Howard Grassow at T232993.

There are 15 beds, but chil-
dren are never turned away.

NE night last winter there
were 29 (the extras sleep
on the floor).

The only conditions are that
the boys are aged from six to
16 and come of their own free
will.

House parents are on duty
all day and night

Once there, the strollers are
given a shower, clean clothes, a
meal — and time to adjust.

The shelter’s social worker
screens the child and prepares
a treatment plan.

Helping the children go back
to school is one of the most im-
portant — and difficult — ele-
ments of rehabilitation and

cannot always be achieved.

The Homestead's new Learn
to Live project was developed
to deal with some of the prob-
lems of educating strollers.

However, if a child settles
and returns to school, he is

ready to move on to the second
phase of the project — Pat-
rick’s House, a registered chil-
dren’s home in a renovated old
school in Hope Street where
there is dormitory accommo-
dation for 30 boys, an enclosed
playground and a garden.

The Patrick’s House boys
have left their old life behind.

Some are conscientious pu-
pils, others are more coincerned
about girls and trendy ¢lothes.
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On the whole they are Hzmﬁm%: L
like any other teenagers, which sz}

A ....m_.__.___l..= 5

- L

is a good sign, because when af&Zt::
former stroller is indistinguish- &5 582
able from his peers, rehabilita- 7.%
tion 1s working. S U it Y o o
The Homestead staff put ag
lot of effort into the children’sis
futures. m
Some undergo Department
of Manpower or other training
courses and are placed in jobs,
ﬁﬁnmmw_gm.

FIRE-red walls, blue lockers ... but the boys continve ¢

outshine the decor. The Homestead shelter in New Churcl

Street has 15 beds, but no stroller is turned away. 2¢
boys slept there one night last winter.

“The reason the strollers re-
spond to the Homestead 1s the
environment of absolute uncon-
ditional acceptance,” said one
of the dedicated team of social
workers and house parents.

“For the first t.me in their
lives these children find accep-
tance, warmth, care”

“Some are so damaged that
their ability to bond with oth-
ers has been destre«ed

“But often it 1s possible
compensate for the effects
deprivation.

“We have to believe th:
otherwise we wouldn’t 1
here "
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BECAUSE schovling
is one of the biggest

ohstacles for strollers on
the road to rehabilita-
tion, the Homestead pro-
ject has been expanded
to include Learn To

Lwe
Cape Town’s first in-
formal education pro-
gramme tailored to the
special needs of street
children, Learn to Live
swung into operation
last month.

The new classrooms
in church premises in
Albertus Street bustle on
weekday mornings.

Teacher Meg Willows
works intensively with
one boy at a ime, while
the others are engrossed
in various creative pro-
jects, helped Dby house
parents and volunteers
Problems at school
are often among the
reasons children turn to
street life and strollers
are, on average, four
years behind other chil-
dren of their age at
8l school.
The aims of the new
| project are, On the one
hand, preparing children
to return to school, and
on the other hand, pro-
viding an alternative to
school for those unabile
| {0 continue their school-
Ing.

Some stroliers will
| never return to school
because they have
missed out on most Or
all schooling so far or
hecause they have learn-
ing disahulities.

ONE more performance of Antigone and
boredom ... Now she hasn’t a spare

boredom. Drama lecturer

moment to th
turned Homestead principal Annette

Cockburn with some of the strollers living at the

At Learn to Live,
they will learn basic
education skiils — liter-
acy and numeracy — as
well as cottage industry
skills like candle-mak-
Ing, weaving, screen-
printing, making wire
toys and bicycle repairs

There are plans 10
link Learn to Live with
3 small business ven-
ture, so the boys can
learn what 1t takes to
run a business.

This may include a
stall at a fleamarket,
where strollers love 10
loiter, where the boys
wil] sell their wares.

@ Learn to Live des-
perately needs operating
funds

The project has had
donations of books from
Maskew Miller and ta-
bles and chairs from SA
Perm, but still needs
bookcases.

® Anyone with 1ngqul-
ries can reach Annette
Cockburn at 462301.
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He had been living on the street for months,
sleeping In dOOrways and washing cars to earn
money for food.

Cut and bruised,
afraid of adults.

At the Homestead he got good food, clean
clothes and a warm bed.

In the warm, ynthreatening environment, he
told a social worker his story:

Morne 4nd his four younger sisiers all have
different fathers who do not support them.

His mother is an unemployed aleoholic.

The family lives with nine other adults and
seven other children in a two-roomed ftat — a
total of 22 people.

Abuse of alcohol and dagga aré rife in the
crowded Qnusehul&

Morne was kept out of school 10 look after his

he was withdrawn and
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ORNe {not his real name) is 14.
Starving, filthy and high on thinners, he
strolled into the Homestead shelter a year ago.

o

Homeéstead
shelter. .

R T e ST e
o university - trama jec jrer |
on geademin antd daka

re-than-full-time job of running 8

fldren?
Annotte Cockburm; principal of the Home:

stoad, oxpisined: I suddenly decided that
Pg hed enough of the lvery towar.

] thought if | hoad 10 waich one more fisst
year doing Anligone I'd dis of hovetion "
J:mﬁmn at the Homastead i inconceiv-

An afternoon meeting in Annaite’
in Patrick's House is punctuated by
uniformed hoys bounding into th
gresting Annelts with 8 cheery “Hu
3; |

otfice
hool«

oom,,
, Prift-

Each vies for her attention -~ an art pro-
ject is pushed ender her nose 0] proiss,
somaeone points out holes in his shoos, an+s |
other reiays & teacher's message. ‘

She manages 10 continue her xplana-
‘tiom: “t saw an advert for this post. They

wanted a registered social worker, bt §
thoughi: ‘Let's go for it | o
“ihe work is fantastic — Pd never go
back to teaching: .. | o
sLasn o Live is my baby, As an educator
§ think it is an enormous challenge. ¥he
Homestead is 80 rewarding. -
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He was often sent out to buy dag%a and alco-
hol and was beaten if he refused.

He eventually ran away from horhe and went
to live on the streets.

TOTAL acceptance by the Hnrﬁestead staff
and the other boys helped him settle.
He went home to visit his family.

After counselling about solvent abuse, he
stopped sniffing thinners |

He returned to school and moved to Patrick’s
House, the Homestead's registered children’s
home.

There he is flourishing in the secure home
setting, where he gets help with schoolwork and
goes on outings al weekends.

He has built up deep, trusting relationships
with Homestead staff members and has made
many friends at Patrick’s House and at school.

Today Morne {5 an enthusiastic, friendly, seli-
confident teenager — barely recognisable as
last year’s frightened, deprived strolier
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By David Braun,
"Political Currespondent

CAPE TOWN — Hundreds of
black children are- soon to
be moved from prisons tn
special places of safety, o
institutions equipped to help
problem juveniles accordmg
to international norms. and
standards, the Governiment
announced today,

Deputy Minister of Education
Mr Sam de Beer said the first
two “schools of mdustry" a re-
formatory and nine places of
safety were about to apen for
this purpose.

The facilities were to be of
the same standards as those for
problem children of other popu-
lation groups — and subject to
similar controls by way of

boards of experts, 3

Commitment

‘fhey were to cater for a total

| of more than 2000 children,

aged 18 or younger.

The Government’s decision to
provide such facilities, forms
part of its commitment to pro-
vide equality in facilities for all
population groups.

The issue of children in South
African jails has been the sub-
Ject of a major contrnversy in

and uujtmde the cﬂuntry in re-'

cent years.
Untll now, black chlldren who
must be held in terms of the

™™= - -

titutions
to cate_;j forﬂ black

- terms of internationally

}*clety | .,
Mr de Beer said the I new mst:-

i £

Child Care Act or the Criminal
Procedure Act have been held
mainly in prisons, because of
the lack of apprnpnate institu-
tions.

Mr de Beer sa:d the Cabinet
had set up:an inter-departmen-
tal<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>