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_Zimbabwe lags in wom

PATIENCE RUSERE of International Press Services reports from

OMEN'’S rights advocates here

say they pay a heavy price
for their fight for gender equality in
this patriarchal society.
. They lose friends. They suffer
verbal attacks from males who call
them names ranging from mar-
riage-breakers to prostitutes, and
they even receive hate mail.

“A 1ot of: people misunderstand
the nonnmﬁ of gender equality, so
much so that T have lost quite a
;:53_.:& friends because I am a
mmHEEmn " says Everjoice Win of
Women ' in" Law and Development
'WILDAF), a non-governmental or-
ganisation (NGO) that educates
wornen on their rights.

Salina Mumbengegwi, director of
he Women's Action Group (WAG),
another Zimbabwean NGO, has not
1ad an easy time of it either, “T am
Mten called a hothead who is only
nterested in E.mm_azm down peo-
ale’s marriages,” she says.

“People always want to find fault
with me. My personal life comes
inder a lot of serutiny,” adds Mum-
sengegwi. “Some of them are su-

srised:that I am married. They say:

How can she be married when she

=

hates men so much.”™
Win blames such attitudes on
male insecurity. “Men resent wom-
en who are not afraid to speak their
mind or show the ability to be self-
reliant,” she argues. “For éxample,
when women decided to earn a liv-
ing by buying and selling goods
from South Africa, they were por-
trayed by the media as prostitutes.”
Win, who often speaks out on gen-
der issues, says she has been threat-
-ened by-men who resent her equali-

- 'ty message. “I receive guite a lot of

hate mail. Someone was calling for
my deportation. I -don’t know where
I am supposed to go to because I
am a citizen of this couniry.”

Despite the insults and threats,
‘women’s organisations here have
kept up their fight against inequal-
ity. They also admit that, on paper,
women in Zimbabwe have made a
few gains since majority rule came
to this former British settler colony
in 1980.

Women were considered minors
by law until a Legal Age of Major-
ity Act, passed in 1982, stipulated
that every Zimbabwean aged 18
and above was legally an adult,

And a Matrimonial Causes Act
paved the way for equitable distri-
bution. of matrimonial assets during
divorce. Previously the husband

-..could take all the property when a

marriage broke up.
However, laws have proved easi-
er to change than mentalities.
Freddie Nyambuya, 35, was one
of thousands of blacks who fought

"against white domination, thus

helping to bring about majority rule
in 1980. Yet he.is surprised that
women are fighting for equal

rights.” “What equality?’ asks the

former freedom fighter. “*A woman
can only suggest but can never
make decisions. Even the Bible says
Eve came from Adam.”

Ruddy Gaza, a trainee journalist
at the Harare Polytechnic, argues
that “God made men to be leaders”,

“These so-called women’s orgami-
sations are trying to import foreign
ideas,” he claims. “They should con-
sider who pays lobola (dowry paid

E by a man fo his wife’s parents). If

women' are allowed to inherit their
husbands’,.property when they die,
they will be tempted to Kill their

husbands.”

mw_uw :
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It is not just at the grassroot lev-
el that there is resistance to gender
equality. A few months ago, Daniel
Sithole, member of parliament for
the opposition Zimbabwe Unity
Eoﬁwama (ZUM)}, stated that

“women are not human beings” and
that their situation was not an issue
that should be debated.

Vice-President Joshua Nkomo is
on record as __mﬁnm told a gather-
ing of women's organisations last
year not to blame men but God for

the oppression of women.

And a proposed constitutional

"amendment awaiting approval by

parliament would give the State the
right to bar foreign men married to

‘Zimbabwean women from living

here but contemplatés no such re-

" striction on foreign women married

to male Zimbabweans.

Part of the resistance to gender
equality stems from the fact that
Zimbabweans have been weaned on
the belief that men are intrinsically
superior to women, explains Pris-
cilla Misihairabwi, co-ordinator of

_ the Women and ?aw mcwunﬁ Net-

work (WASN). ..
“Socialisation and the question of

m3m _,_

root cause of ouﬁ.mmm_ou 2 mﬁa
gm&mﬁ&ﬁ LT e
“For mary years women have:
-been no:m_amwmn nE::.m:w inferior
to men.”
Minority political ..mwummmugrca
in parliament has been a E&E. im-

“pediment for the women’s move-
" ment, points out Stella Makanya, a

consultant on women’s issues. Of
the 150 legislators here, only 21 are
woinen. _ .

The imbalance continues on the
labour market. Women make up 52
per cent of Zimbabwe’s 10.4 million
people, but men outnumber them
by at least five to one in formal
jobs, notes a study by the National
Affairs, Employment o..mmron m_E
ooovmwmﬁ_<mm Ministry. ™

But National Rm»z.m Minister
Florence Chitauro is cE:Emﬂn.

“I think it’s only a matter of time
before people become aware of” ‘the
need to have women vmwaa_um .
national affairs,” she says. F«
government intend to embark’ na
national gender wmnmpﬂm:.m E.o.
gramme to change people’s mﬁrﬁ% :
ﬁoﬁmam women.” - mmvm.ﬂum
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blocked funds dife 1o nor-residents”
but has set the maximium that can
be rermfted at Z$5 oo Zlana news

jals w1th atotal amount of blocked

finds bf Z$5 000 'md less would be .

\permitted to transfer such' funds .
throiigh normal banking channels. !
. “This limit will apply to'funds

“held with Authorised” dealers ‘anid-
those held in the 4 percenit, 12-year

‘overnient extemal -bdn_ " the '

4 Thielmove was i line- w1th the
{ bank'sis “plédge, . announced.- last,
Septembér, to- temove éstrictions
on the repatriation’ of :blocked
funds and d1v1dends and release

releasmg penod
" e to release blocked funds to indi= |

57 thé country’s bal ceofiy
. --posmon.

from 25 1o 30° percent
‘:m.‘\.,

‘Znnba‘bwean Stock Exchange, but
it kept the's percent 11m1t for smgle

i *The béﬁk said it would contin-

viduals after: taking info. Becount

BZ

The bankh

equity a foreign investor could By .
' company: -listed. -ons the: .

mvestors

- The  limit of 5 percent in:|
mspect -of fmelgn invégtment' in \
priiary issties of stocks and bonds [
will be increased to;35 percent,

The bank is expecte toiissue;
major monetary’ pnhcy 'tement in
March. — Sapa
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téetionist EL to maintain barriers

 against about half of South Africa’s

. agricultural exports to the EU.

Liberal EU nations such as
Germany, Britain and the Nordic
nations, are pressing for the offer to
be as generous as possible. How-
ever, the protectionist “Club Med”
states in southern Europe are under
heavy pressure from their powerful
farming lobbies — and want to fur-
ther water down the agricultural
concessions to South Africa.

Pretoria is also worried about
the effect a Free Trade Area with
Europe would have on South Afri-
can firms, which would be subject-
ed to the full force of competition
once a deal comes into effect.

If South Africa does not win the
best available deal during Rtaly's
presidency it is unlikely anything
better will come along again. —

g
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Zimbabwe’s mineral

(zb2 )

Harare — Zimbabwean mineral
exports for last year were estimated
to have reached a record Z$6 billion,
with gold output exceeding 22 tons
for the first time since 1916,

-Foreign currency earnings in
1994 totalled Z$4,3 billion.

An official from Zimbabwe’s
Chamber of Mines said that last
year’s production had increased

.on the back of firm prices on the
international market.

These had benefited producers
of nickel, ferrochrome and copper,
the official said.

“Gold production looks good

FROM SAPA
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had 22268kg worth Z$2,356 bil-
lion,” he said.

“We are pretty confident we
reached 24tons and that is quite
pleasing considering that we have
not achieved that since 1916 when
about 29 tons were preduced.”

By the end of October last year,
the value of mineral production,
excluding gold, had reached more
than Z$2,8 billion, and indications
were that by yearend, the value
would exceed Z$3,5 billion.

Gold output in Zimbabwe -
Africa’s third largest producer after
South Africa and Ghana — has

_increased every year over the past

five years, forcing many producers
to intensify exploration activities.

exports at record level
=R

Roy Pitchford, the Chamber of
Mines" president, said yesterday
that, despite increased production,
rising input costs were seriously
affecting the viability of the mining
industry, which contributes more
than 45 percent of the country’s for-
eign exchange earnings.

In his end-of-year message,
Pitchford said that fue), rail, electric-
ity, and minimum-wage increases,
together with hefty sales-tax hikes,
had added another 30 percent to
production costs over the past year.

“ At the same time, interest rates
for local borrowing remained pro-
hibitively high, a situation which
shows no sign of improving in the
foreseeable future,” he said.

Tndependent Foreign Service

\ and by the end of November, we

Amusing maybe, but SA’s trade data is useless

By JoHN SODERLUND @)

Johannesburg — Some of the entries in the break-
down of South Africa’s official trade figures
would suggest South Africans have developed
some quirky import habits since the country’s
return to the world economic fold.

The administrative errors make for amusing
reading but they aiso reflect a more disturbing
unreliability in trade statistics when used for
anything more than pointing to broad trade
trends.

According to the monthly abstract of trade

- statistics, some 8,7 million buses were imported
+ during the first half of last year, up from the one
| bus which made it into the country during the

same period in 1994.

| The cost of imported buses during the period

i — reflected in official figures as 38c apiece,

| compared with last year’s R303 144 an imported

' bus — go some way to explaining their new-

|

found popularity.
Racing cars with ‘a seating capacity for one
person and an engine capacity of over three litres
| are not as much of a niche market as might be
supposed.
{ In the first half of last year, 296578 such
vehicles — more than the total number of
: passenger vehicles produced in South Africa

ET(PR ) =
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But, while these figures and others are
obviously the result of administrative errors and
are unlikely to distort the more important statis-
tics, they still reflect the more serious problem of
how capricious official trade statistics can be, said
Mike Schussler, an economist with Transnet.
Other figures in the official

trade surplus of R602 million in November from

a trade deficit of R1,07 billion in October.
Transnet's Schussler says the disparity
between harbour authority Porinet's trade fig-
ures and those of the customs and excise depart-
ment suggest the bigger figures, which effect
more important macroeconomic decision-
making, might also be somewhat

breakdown suggest a more J 4 y? skewed. -
alarming ,problem — the | wouldn’t Portnet's import figures for the
widespread fraudulent activities  § befieve month [y first 10 months of this year show a
which the country’s dismaily \ 32 percent increase in volume terms,
understaffed 1 cusliioms ﬁgures fo the while those of the customs and
inspectorate can scarcely police. excise department reflect a 30 per-
l:I'n addition to thg Emaller nearest hundred cent nseebgr value. i
details mentioned above, the § million’ — Azar “With a devaluing rand and local
wide swings in the country’s . inflation, the value of imports
monthly t;ide figures, whic}:]h ae | Jammine of should have risen by about 34 per-
subject to revisions, should H cent and the "4 percent difference
be t]aken witl?xrap pinch of sat. Econometrix equates tonearly%i billion. Thatis a
This year’s June and July fig- lot of money in terms of our overall

ures are two cases in point. A R1,08 billion sur-
plus in July was revised down to a R319,8 million
surplus, while a R226,6 million deficit in June
was restated two morniths later as a R553,9 million
surplus.

“I wouldn't believe monthly figures to the

nearest hundred million,” said Azar Jammine of -

independent economic group Econometrix.
Official statistics show the country recorded a

trade balance,” said Schussler,

Ann Moore, the general manager of the for-
eign trade organisation Safto, said: “There proba-
bly is an element of distortion . ... but whether it
is enough to distort the overall trends is open to
question.” With the finance department directing
much attention to the revamping of its revenue
collection, she says trade figures can only become
more reliable in the future. — Reuter

1
i annually — were imported at a cost of R69 998
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HARARE —_ Zlmbabwean ;%e?n? orts
last year-are estimated to have réached a
record Z§6hn, with gold outpit exceeding
22 tons for the first time since 1916.

A Zimbabwe Chamber of Mines official
said thai production last year had in-
creased on the back of firm prices.on the
international market, benefiting produe-
ers of nickel, ferrochrome and copper.

talled Z$4,3bn, -
“Gold production looks good and by the
end of November we had 22 tons worth
. 782.356bn,” said the official.

“We are pretty confident we reached 24
tons and that is quite pleasing consxdermg
that the last time we achieved that was in
1916 when about 29 tons were produced,”
hesaid. :

By:the end of Octobar last year, the val-
ue of mineral production — excluding
gold — had reached more than Z$2;8bn,
and mdlcatlons were that by year-end, the

Foréign currency earmngs m 1994 to- .
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eral exports
1 5bn. S

Gold output»in Zlmbabwe, Afnca 8
third largest| producer after SA and
Ghana, has been mcreasmg ‘annually dur-
ing the. past five years, forcing many. .
ducersto mtens:.fi\]( exploration activities, .| .

Meanwhile, Chamber of Mines presi- |
dent Roy Pitchford said yesterday that de-
gpite increased production, rising ]i)lut
costs were seriously affecting the viability

m;n

~'of the mining industry; which contributed: | :
‘more than 45% of the country’s foreign ex- |-

change earnings.

~In his end-of-year.message, Pitchford-
smd fuel, rail, e{ecmclty and minimum-
wage increases, together with hefty sales’
tax hikes, had last year added another 30%‘,
to production costs,

“At thé same time, interest rates for lo-

.cal.. borrowmg remained,’ prohibitively | .
-high, a situation .which shows no sign:of
"improving at any timeé. in the future,” he

said.—Sapa. ..
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. ing the refprms 1991,

* i dmector of econdmic and- mar-

=0 ,"t'jé;

‘ untmg to $140 millibn; |
OWS . have_helped Presic ;|

ings bemg equ
éxpect and. T Ehmk we W
imrestors commg i
) tl'us positive’ move,
s,Kynakldes, the manag"

. otr né'ga.ves an keép us.among.
e thetop emergmgmarkets the bifs
‘ 3

»\‘

. tharke performers for |
;the tl'hrd consecﬁtw 4

‘ Znnbabwe ‘s average price-g4rii:’
ing 6, 78 “while the averfge’
dmdenci yield 155,86 peicent.

opene up 1ts
o foreis gn;mvestors in,

AR

Z)mbabwe sta.rted imp ment-

: ‘ ange‘ha
attracted net fofelgn‘ mvestment
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;people. v131ted Zim:
& last year, earnin

R340 ﬂu]]mn, large]y be-

‘pre51 en Paul: Matariisa -
Vye "terday there had. -
been a 15% mcrease fmm
| 1994 Ll

has been hdoming; durmg
the, dawn of peace in the .,
reglon over .

.:r‘dustry en]oyed ag%

epasttwo -

Matarmsa sa1d the :n--

untry more than m-the number of V]Slf;OI'Sl
, from South Africa~sincé¢ ments to form su
f . the government took thes

. ‘decision to lift visa
"1 would also’ like

. ment for the - imp:
“tation -at: the ‘Beitbridge
- border post dunngthe fes-
. tiveperiod,” hesaid, -
- Matamisa, added that,
+he, expected a 20% in-
creasemtounsmt}usyear
Most southern African

: govemments agxeed that -
markefing . the.entire re-
ion asone destination. for

~ commend the governs,
i it |

dustiies were sh]l nego— -
tiating with their govern-

an or-
gamsatlcm, he sald. o
According = the.
Wor]d Tourism Orgamsa
tion, the rest of the world,
enjoyed a 3% increase, 11;13_ ;
. arrivals while the Afric
continent had only a mod~ -
,est increase, of, 15% in .
1994, . .. '
The organisatior -
ed that the;rate,could ; nse
as high as.7% if the
were,.; marketed
w1de as a smgle destina-

t10n. y
6
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A lack of possible rivals
means Robert Mugabe

can expect a landslide win
in Zimbabwe’s March
elections, Iden Wetherell
reports from Harare

HE announcement last
week that Zimbabwe's Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe will
seek a fresh six-year term of
office in the elections set for
March 16 is unlikely to raise the
political temperature in Harare.
Mugabe's candidacy was a fore-
gone conclusion, given the eclipse of
any possible rivals within his own
ruling Zanu PF party, The succession
issue had been placed on the agenda
of arecent national party conference.
but nobody was brave enough to
raise it.

Mugabe, 72 next month, first won
power in elections preceding inde-
pendence in 1980 and becarme exec-
utive president in 1987.

Given an uneven playing field and
the enormous powers of patronage at
his disposal, Mugabe can expect a
landslide win in the forthcoming elec-
tions. Opposition parties enjoy little
credibility and their candidates are
unlikely to impress an electorate
which rates politicians acceording to
their role in the liberation war of the
1970s.

Veteran opposition leader Nda-
baningi Sithole has not been forgiven
for his collaboration with rebel leader
lan Smith in the period immediately
before independence. Leader of the
small Zanu-Ndonga party, Sithole is
currently facing allegations of plot-
ting to assassinate Mugabe and aver-

Will Mugabe’s
rule ever end?

mtG-s “li///?é
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throw the government. The state’
claims he set up a clandestine move: -
ment to work with Mozambique's
Renamo rebels which were spon-
sored by apartheid-South Africa. In
the 1980s he reportedly had links -
with the right-wing Heritage Founda-
tion in the United States. )

The other likely contender, Bishop"
Abel Muzorews, leader of the United'
Parties, was prime minister of the -
short-lived Zimbabwe-Rhodesia gov-
ermment which saw a continuation of
Smith's administrative apparatus
under nominally black rule, Both Sit-
hole — if he escapes conviction —
and Muzorewa are unlikely to com-
mand much support beyond their
Eastern Districts home area. :

The leader of the Forum Party, for--
mer chief justice Enoch Dumbut-
shena, has yet to declare his candi-
dacy. While untainted by the past,
his party is perceived to be a liberal:
urban formation in a country where
peasant voters constitute more than
70 percent of the electorate.

The president has persistently
refused to consider political reform
inchuding overhauling a constitution
that was tailored for a one-party

_state, He also refuses to appoint an -

independent electoral commission or
release his govornment's grip on the
inedia. As a result he has found him-
self increasingly out of step with
democratic changes in the region. He
has made litile secret of his resent-:.
ment of the new South Africa which
provides an alternative model to often
narrow and intolerant modes of gov-
ernance north of the Limpopo.

With a pliant rural base, Mugabe
can ignore for the present complaints -
of hardship from an urban popula-
tion afflicted by inflation and unem-

- i




ployment. “I am preoccupied with
rural people because they comprise
the majority,” he disclosed in a recent
interview. “They are the main and
strongest backers of the revolution
and, therefore, more dependable
than the urban population.”

S his comes in the wake of Indepen-
_dent candidate Margaret Dongo’s
T— L pSEL VICtOry in the Harare South by-
election where she defeated an

tobert Mugabe: A fourth term as president seems inevitable

PHOTO: HENNER FRANKENFELD

employee of the President’s Office.

Credible nationwide opposition,
however, remains only a future
prospect. So long as he holds on to
his peasant fiefdom with the promise
of food and land, and with the levers
of state power operating to his advan-
tage, Mugabe knows that, whatever
the demands for improved gover-
nance, he is secure for another six
years.

Zim’s gay
policy meets
with foreign
resistance

Iden Wetherell in Harare

RESIDENT Robert Mugabe's

campaign against gays appears

to be running into growing
international resistance as European
Union countries review their rela-
tions with Zimbabwe, diplomats in
Harare have confirmed.

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van
Mierlo has now added his voice to a
growing chorus of governments reg-
istering their disapproval of
Mugabe’s campaign. The Zimbab-
wean president’s latest remarks
“contradicted basic principles of the
United Nations Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights which Zimbabwe
has signed”, Van Mierlo told the
Dutch parliament.

The Dutch ambassador to Zim-
babwe, Wim Wessels, confirmed that
he had received instructions to
assess the situation and liaise with
other European Union (EU)
embassies in Harare. A report would
be forwarded to Brussels, he said, so
the EU could formulate a joint
response.

Norway has said it could raise the
gay issue when Zimbabwe next
applies for aid assistance.

Observers note that as a result oi
foreign intervention, and the vocal
position taken by South Africa’s civil
society, Mugabe has been reluctas:
to translate his threats into action.
Gay support group Galz ~- Gays ar
Lesbians of Zimbabwe — continuc:
to operate freely and several larg:
and explicit New Year's Eve parfiz:
were held this week.

But gay couples walking *-
Harare's Botanical Gardens jiw--
been asked by attendants not to* ="
hands or use the public tcilets on it-
grounds that graffiti there h-
become increasingly abusive =¥ -
Mugabe,
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=The! state- owned Zrmbabwe Minin
C orporal in'/anid’ Reiion Mining (Zlmbabwe)
srone j7:1,25}5126 m1111on ‘copper niine’ expected to earn more
Z$7D million iri fore:gn curfency a year
“The Saityati: copper mine, 230km’ West'of Harare, ptoduced i
firsf copper sheets in November last year, For the' first time'in |. -
southetn Africa, it iised Tocally* proc oedrsulpl}urous dcid:for! the
"l ‘process;to; separate the coppét fromvthie ore: -
ISR Prodicing top- quahty copper which is about’ 99; 99 per- T
“tent pirté:and at least 40 percent js being sold to three main Iocal | . .
customers,” Phxhp Dewhurst the executlve director: of:Reutiion,

mentiCorporatlon has'a 25 percent stake and Reunion the remam- 1
*-der, was expected t0 produce up to 5 000 tons of pure coppeét a yéar:| (
and’| rocess abotit 4 000 tons df-oféa day When fillyOperationial. -|.
“The' “rights at, Saniyati ‘Wete *held by Munyati Miriin
ciion lield a 77,5 percent i ‘nterést
S Spmient Corporatron the rest.
-\ Dewhutét said te'partners in the project, partly afice
7865 niillion loanfrom the Eurépean Invéstmerit Bnk, Weré s
 ‘deirt of the-mine’s viability, considering that demandfo
the‘world market was firm, partlcular Ly | from China g
v Meanwhrle, international-global minihg’ s analysts Iames Capel 1
* Minitig’ Reséarchi s#id Reunion fiad embarked on a'majok dtamond
and,‘gold eproratron programme, in; Zimbabwe. Retnjy
expected tospend Z$2'7 mﬁl:on on‘gold exploratron this:

4
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the rlsks ;

-

| countries,

' of .their free-spendin tﬁ

‘beer ouﬂets ‘drove *

pomt staylng
in.a country:

imth no . MO
‘-for the ﬁrst!hme i

Bulawayo '

Some Zlmbabweans workirig’

in neighbouiring Soith Africa’ -
may have broken thelaw by .
finto that country asille- - prise
ithe hrghest numberof professiori-

crossi
gal bo{,der jumpers.-.

But'judging b the amount of ‘-
em bring back -

oods some of

ome, it is worth taking the risk
and serves to attract the growing
number of unemployed youths to
take simnilar chances.

‘The rewards are evident ~
truckloads of goods, fancy cloth-
ing, a more powerful rand curren-
cy which, when converted to
Zimbabwean dollars provides a
financial windfall - and posh cars
that are clearly the envy of locals.

During the recent festive sea-

son the migrant workers, popu- .

larly known as “ingoli” because
habits,
came’back home in their hun-
dreds and painted '

Iy
“gates for professionals:
icalidoctors, . nurses,

Doctors and nurses IV

. als who have: ermgrated to South

ica iri the.: ,'ars, fgrc-
ing government o in ate -
ing reglonal agreem

grants also forced South
deport 12900 Zimbabweans in-
1994 and 10 300- during,the fitst
t ‘months-of, 1995, most; of |,
W om paid admission of guilt
fines and slipped back, probably
only to be arrested again soon af— ,
terwards.
This is despite the warning of

the- then Zimbabwe, High Com- . -

‘missioner to South: Africa, An-
. drew  Mitetiva,

uthemcntyof g
ayored.s -

| early: last. year,
againist - trekkin

around at break-..

Zrmbabweans ac.-“ :

neck speeds and "=

ﬁenerally outshone”
eit' local compatyi--
ots, riost.of whiom

miployment:.:
among! ﬂ?lrm coun-
Hry's, nahonals as.

;ness’ centre: where they became !
the‘envy, of thé locals} cursed the * °§
- ernbabwean economy:for failing --:

to CL‘Eate '

employmerit, N

er - nationals from:” "
nexghbourmg southern.-African
viniskilled Zlmbab- .
- weans; whoge' country’s tiriem-
;~'plo" ent rate- stanids at: 15-m11-"' .
; ‘hon,have for decades crossedinto i

Afnca as migrant workers

és, on fafms; at hotels’ andj '
| as*dbmestic ‘workers, taking.up-,
jobs: considered too. menial by .
' manySouthAﬁrcans |

‘-'they “accepted " .

strapped feshve
season ‘after the ¢ gove
part of ‘the; private sector;” mth— .. tjobs; in, South 'Africa; Th
drew the year-end | bonus.” - . come here just risk being e exp loit- "
The streets of Bulawayo were . ed or.even: ‘being, caught up in the
also invaded by numbegs of Soith violenice that occurs in some parts
Africaiiregistered vehicles whose «--»-'--of the' oountry,” said/Mtetwa,; -
high speeds did not endear them o
to residents. ; o : .
“Thisis the orﬂytlmewe come
back Kom¢ after a year of hard
workiand we haveto thoroughly:
enjoy:it,” ‘said Lenids Ma]ola from - conhnumg to stay ere where 1
Nkayr, wwho works:as atill opera-. ;could not, - get ajob éven as d gen-
tor for'a supermarket i Io~ ceral WO"kEI‘ Reports ‘of violence -
harmesburg : R jou leave that to fate:
'+ Majola and- hl‘s" our friends;” It ces;”
-stopping over at the Inyathi busi- ‘said:Majola;’ ‘whio' Has worked in

.;;South Afnca for. the past tiree

strefiuolis as hereand the salanes
are far higherwhen convertedifo .
'the ‘Zimbabwean- dollar,” said-a
nurse’ who' requested Tot. to be‘-

proféssiorials’ from - worl
“South:Africa woul only harden‘
their+tesolve not o return, she

said. ™ Sapa, S

cused of creating- ’
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& Vows to resist pressa/a;f?e over

HARARE. — President Rob-
ert Mugabe has admitted that
his government is at logger-
heads with the International
Monetary Fund over the
reduction of the country’s
severe budget deficit, and has
vowed not to give in to IMF
demands on certain issues.

In an interview published on
Sunday in the state-controlled
Sunday Mail newspaper, Mr
Mugabe recounted the govern-
rnent’s first clash with the power-
ful multilateral institution in
1984, .

' “YWe started (borrowing from
the TMF) again, and we are now
at a stage where we are differ-
ent. They want us to cut our bud-
get radically in circumstances of
.hardship,” he said.

In September the IMF can-
celled a US$60 million tranche of
a loan when the government
failed to meet targets set by the
bank to cut rampant spending
that was responsible for its bud-
get deficit doubling the targeted
6,5 percent Zimbabwe was given
six months ago to remedy the sit-
uation to qualify for new finance.

An IMF team is expected in
the country this month to review
Zimbabwe’s application for fi-
nance, and economists say Mr
Mugabe's admission is an indica-
tion that Zimbabwe is set to be
rejectéd by the IMF again, at a
time when the stricken. economy
i§ desperate both for reforms and
for, funding from the IMF. .

M Zimbabwe fails, they add, it

ugabe ac

Lis highly likely that other finan-’

s

Robert Mugabe

ciai insiitutions will also stop fi-
nancial support. Relations with
the IMF were restored three
years ago after they were sev-
ered in 1984 with the cancellation
of a loan of about US$120 million
when the government overran the
pudget deficit because Mr Mu-
gabe insisted on maintaining
heavy spending on health and
education as part of the country’s
post-war reconstruction pro-
gramme, N

But failure by the government
to trim spending has strained re-
lations with the IMF again, and
twice last year lending was inter-
rupted.

In a defiant tone, Mr Mugabe
said in the newspaper interview
that the country had suffered
padly from the last years of in-
cessant drought and that the IMF
“should take into account these
circumstances”.

He said he agreed with the
IMF that the civil service needed
to be cut, but that retrenchment

- (3b2

Zimbabwe deficit

had to'be gradual;-and that,reha-

set up for the now-jobless former
state employees. ‘

“But they (the IMF) said, no,
retrench. Your budget deficit
must go down radically.

“We cannot do these things,
they harm society. And in some
cases they make our position
worse,” Mr Mugabe said.

Observers say Mr Mugabe’s re-
fusal to toe the IMF line is remi-
niscent of Zambia's ex-president
Kenneth Kaunda who repeatedly’
aborted IMF reform programmes
when austerity measures threat-
ened his regime’s popularity, and
Zambia was cut off from finance
and plunged deeper into econom-
ic disaster. ‘

Mr Mugabe was also angrily
critical of the “reckless” selling
off of state shareholdings to for-
eign companies, and said he had
insisted that they be sold to black
Zimbabweans instead. ‘

Last year, the government had
its majority equity in Delta Cor-
poration, the biggest company in
the country, whittled down to 11
percent when, also following IMF
guidelines to cut its control over
fhe economy, shares were sold.

About half of them were sold
abroad, with a major chunk going
back to South African Breweries,
which sold its controlling interest
to the government in the early

. gighties.
He said sieps were being taken’

“to ensure that this does not hap-

pen again,” and. that ownership

was passed only to “Africans.” —

Sapa. '

bilitation programmes should be- i




B T Er i o L tn e

et 8 St e e

e A B A e e e g g 1 T g P Ly Thrs PR e

OVERTY is becoming more
entrenched among margina-

u_mma people in Zimbabwe as aus-

tere economic nmmoaam bite

" harder.

According to a book on social
poliey in Zimbabwe which has
been _vsazmrmn by the School of
-Social Work in Harare, poverty

among the marginalised is to’

stay for a long while,

Social Policy and Adminis-
tration ‘in Zimbabwe is a col-
lection of works by the principal

" of the school, Dr Edwin Kaseke,
= and seven _mnﬁE.mum at the insti-
- tution. which is affiliated to the
- GE<9.E€ of Zimbabwe.

The edition comes at a nEm
when -Zimbabwe is poised to en-
ter its second five-year phase of
ﬁwm Western- amowg Economic¢

[k

xmﬁéﬁ:?ﬂ Adjustment Pro-

gramme (ESAP).

The book shows how the trade-
mark of ESAP has been mass re-
trenchment and hardships
among the poer created by the
removal of subsidies on essential
commodities and the fall in the
value of the Zimbabwe dollar.

The main casualties have been

‘the rural poor because their wel-

fare services are not well organ-
ised compared with those in ur-
ban areas, a situation which has

resulted in many -young people-
‘trekking to

seek urban

mEEcﬁ:ma

This movement has Hocumn
communal areas of the crucial
manpower which is required to
boost subsisteénce agriculture —

the cornerstone of rural

economy.

™

.E.o:m: agriculture is the

hackbone of development in-

Zimbabwe, the authors note that
there is no crop insurance for
subsistence: E.on:omum

This burden has now fallen on
the government which has to

_provide food relief in times of
drought, plus free seed and ferti- .

liser packs and subsidised tillage

Junits to get them back on their
feet. :

Since independence, Zimba-
bwe. had made considerable
achievements on health, with im-
‘munised children tripling from
25 to 86 percent by 1990..

« - Infant Eoﬁmﬁ% declined from

486 to 61 for every 1000 live
"births, while life expectancy in-
Q.nmmmz from 55 to 59 years.

_H_:m vomE tio
m 8 percent. -

i. The gmmmmﬁ o=m=m=mm is Aids.

" ,E_osm: the first cases were re-
"ported in 1985, estimates now

show that by the year 2000 about

one million oo:E die of the
disease.

Financial hurdles and man- .

power shortage threaten to de-
rail some of the gains made
since Zimbhabwe became Enm-
pendent in 1980.

- This also goes for the educa-

.Scs policy, which the govern-

ment of President Robert Mu-.

at primary school level.

-~ School fees have since been re-
. introduced in urban areas, while
in rural areas it:is w. e in Smoar .

o

as parents still.hiye't
relevant ,Smnm S

. ~gabe started off as a free for all

U_...Nc% m_m _89, _,m._ﬁ voo_,m_.,_ -
ﬂu\ﬁQﬁ\\_\ﬁ

owth fell to-

_N_vacﬁm a_m m_:_woum voE_" .

‘out, is likely. 'to slide back to the -

ﬁum-nunmwmu%unm éra” when the "
poor could not afford educati

Perhaps, the most oouﬁ.%
sial subject relates to what: ‘ole
the government should play.in
E.oﬁ&um decent accommoda-
tion to improve the lives of Sm
rural poor. .

The book notes that the situa-
tion is being worsened by the -
rapid growth of the population in
this sector; which is estimated at
45 000 per year during the cur- .

,wmuﬁ decade.

Given problems the govern- :

- .ment is encountering in trying to

'service urban areas, the authors
suggest that: efforts be made to
facilitate self-help programmes
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John Diudlu

| GOVERNMENT had offérsd
‘babwean orts better:; market
access to brushmg aside

protectioniat proposalsvﬁ'om’ SA's

trade and industry department '
| chief' director for foreign -trade.
| relations szel-- amgil ;

| yesterday. IR PO
. In’terms of the ‘offer

‘SA lowered the 75%;1ocal content ...
réquirement to about 25% in-a bid
to reinstate the lapsed- pre-1992 .
trade concessions on’ 1mbabwean
clothing and textiles.

- Yémail said the lower reqmre-
ment would have'to hiked up by .
 abouif 5% on an annual basis while*

{ thebilateral deallasted... . -:

. Themove follows cntmxsm that

govérnment was bowing to pres-

suré, from vested interests in re-

fusmg togive bettermarket. access
to SA’s neighbours, . -

An 1mt1a1 offer ca]led for a 5%
local ‘content requirement accom-
panied l:fr import quotas.

epartment earlier asked
that the T 5% local content req

: eratmnsrefusedtobudge -
+Iamail’said the new offer had

taken into acommt the concerns of

the fedérations! - : - :

-a:‘rangement “for,'the.. 12-natmn
clothing. and textile :industries; -
thimsters had. ‘already given a

' {.-'had already been rejected by, the  trade
‘Zimbabwean trade negotiators — " I

.tor-by-sector basi

- ment:beJowered, but the two fed— - Textile Manufacturers’ -Associa-
" tion, which represents Zimbabwe-

the absence of a multllateral trade |

Southem. Afncan Develo ment

o
ead to plans for a- :gradual re-
ction of tariffg in the

-been .taken on whether.the pro-
: posed ‘multilateral: arrangement
“which: would. culminate. in- afree .
.tradé area, would be doné on

#That decision will bave to take
into. account; concerns of .theVar-~
“jous meiber: states. I-hopethe ;
.- Zimbabweans will see: the.offi _
anmtenm meagure.’

* Ismail stressed the:urgency,
concludmg ‘the talks: which -have
dragged on for about a year: -

. This’ devels lll,lent ‘comes; amid:
‘an ‘intensive - bying -camp tngn
‘by the embattled textile firmis in
- Zimbabwe. to get the preferenhal
trade regime reinstated

This week the-Central African

an textile compames,ealledonthe
EUto utmdlmessureonSAtosoﬂen
its earlier stance. . . .




' Robert Mugabe to allocate more inohey to thie health
“the couniry” s\pubhc health system-from collapsing.
-2 :Child Welfare Minister Timothy Stamps:said ony

s fiiristry heeded an additional Z§350 million/to ensar

ry ard of tiealth care délive

"+ “We have conservatwely estimated that;weneed;

-maintainithe hiealth services at the .. level at wludl we maintaim

last year," Stamps ‘said o ,
. "We spent the whole'of last week in conferenoe withi]

of finance and, we have met the president and put the
C'P!@ NAA

him;” hesaid.. . € 14 -,
. Zimbabwe's, pubhe hospitals have i the past year\ ¢en hit by’
shortages after several companies- suspended supplles, diting failufe
by the’ govemment to pay mounting debts. i+

M_ugabe s overnment; under- pressure from the: Intemahonal
* Mongtary Fund-and the'World Banik to curb'rinaway public spendmg,
fast December instructed the health mmlstry 0 slash 7323 millicr
eve ‘month frormits budget Y : *

¢ Stanips said his ministry, which was alloca d Z$
1995/ 1996 fingncial year ending in July, needed thé add.monal o
to preyent the health system fromti erumbling! — Zidda -
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s oW expected to mcrease srg

’ onor-funded Jseed ‘actio

drought fesistant .crops: has risen

A
11T

‘ed’small grains becatise of the Tow
fnelds of these ¢rops, the hlgh lab-
“our input needed, their susceptibili-
| t:t0-attacks by birds, i+

?nd mall-scale "com- P
al areas, ‘has :

produchon, instifutionial
.collaborahon and toa lesser extent;

The seeds’ action programme

communal landSL of Zimbabwe,
farmed mamly by women. .

The programme led Endainto
reseaich and action programinte:in -
supporting the role of small grains,

volved-improvéd grain - storage, "’
small:grain..dehullets, -germ=-plasm -
collectioh - and- ‘seed identificatio:
and initfal comparahve trials.

v an 73 percent of communal farm-
ers Riinfall is erratic and minimal.

‘ Under the seed programme, 10
i seed‘%roduchon cormmttee swere:

e,r-c@a) ,,/,/ 7‘., |

El 1S  farmers of othér:
} ﬁcantly, largely-~as- a result_’of g

: . addressed by the;mstallahon of

i ;

s:gmficantly, with- -estimiates show-

@ price of; small grams on. the 3

red a great deal in the areas of + % panies wrll multrply seed an

| policyichange.; vl b

has it5 roots in'the drought-stricker’

in’the -éntire’ process cycle. Tt m- -

- conmbutron will be mvéshgate

_}’he ardés represent 42 perceit of - ‘couraglng farmers “in" the"

: cluded smail grams 1n its crop packs .

¢hanged

The'-processing P

andthelowretumper L
dollar. irivested.’ - "B S

- Over the.past 10 «§:
years, work, by donor may rewfcrhse
agencies, led by non- .
g%vemme‘ntal Zg:ncy : sus#amab Ie i ‘
Zrm?a;awDe ]%nvn‘on; agncu]fural _ mt;;écompa?l:d]
menta evelopment . solidation of te
Agency (Enda), with F’r OdUCﬂO” m service to farmers
farmers in Zimbab- and areas promohon of:

communal lands M

tlfy additional’g; g

For’ the TOC
sized cial
mJlImg compameér a up
to produce differént brands of small”
“grain'meal for local, urban, and pos— .
bly export consumption;” S
“There-will also be seed: eanmg,
¥ treating, ‘and: packmg pla.nts for the "
three markets .

Thel—'feamblhty of- ru_ral women“
bemg )

The government_ has’ bee

er:
“total Jand area, of Zimbabwe, ,  regions . from concentratmg on A

, drought-susceptible maize’ produ
- tion. Tt is encouraging small | grain;;
production, and, ‘thas thig"year in-

ey

under A Z$185m11110 i
R85 rmlhon) . [
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vice to customers. More market research is
being done than before to understand the
specific needs of customers. And banks are
exploiting data bases “seeking to under-
stand the individual behaviour that lies be-
hind the broad demographic profiles of
clients,” says Standard Bank GM Gus War-
wick.

First National Bank GM Mike Jarvis says
the new approach to retail banking is the
result of increasing competition from tra-
ditional sources (including overseas banks)
and nontraditional sources, including retail-
ers. This has narrowed lending margins and
encouraged a move to enhance fee-based
services.

Jarvis adds that banking will involve far
less cash and paper in future and much
more electronic banking and predicts banks
will provide a full range of services 24
hours a day, seven days a week. (NedCredit,
which provides vehicle finance, already
gives this round the clock service.)

Jarvis says: “The key to success will be
the strategic placing of service points.”
Some services are now provided in retail
stores,

Nedbank GM Bob Wooddisse says: “We
will probably see smaller — more bou-
tique-like — banking halls, which will be
mainly specialist and advice-orientated
rather than transaction based. And the per-
ception that banks are where you get your
money will change.”

He anticipates that most people will soen
use smart cards — which enables them to
carry cash in their cards instead of in their
wallets for most transactions — because of
their security and convenience

FNB is diversifying rapidly into several
traditionally nonbanking businesses, includ-
ing:

Q First Insurance — providing insurance
services;

(1 First Net — which installs and manages
post offices” lines and networks;

QFirst Link — a low cost life insurance
and funeral services business; and

0 First Recovery — a disaster recovery ser—
vice for large IBM-based mainframes.

Qéj
12/1/%

President Rober} Mugabe s year-end inter-
views with editors of the State-owned Zim-
babwe Newspaper group make depressing
reading for advocates of privatisation and
economic reform.

The increasingly irascible 72-year-old
President portrayed himself as a man mis-
led by top officials, who were implement-
ing reform policies behind his back.

In particular, he targeted the chief exec-
utive of the State-owned Industrial Deve-
lopment Corp, Mike Ndudzo, whom he ac-

ZIMBABWE
New tungeni

cused of lying about the sale
of shares in Hunyani Hold-
ings paper group.

The shares were sold amid
a flurry of public statements
last year to Zimbabwe Stock
Exchange listed TSL., which
is controlled by the Zimbab-
we Tobacco Association,
The President claimed the
shares had been sold without
his knowledge and also :
sharply criticised the finance FeN
ministry for “mysteriously” [
selling government-owned
shares in industrial conglom-
erate Delta Corp.

The Delta shares were sold through the
Zimbabwe Stock Exchange and former Fi-
nance Minister Ariston Chambati made a
public statement to parliament last year giv-
ing details of the buyers.

“I had hoped that measures had been tak-
en against those officials guilty of selling
the shares without government authority,”
Mugabe said.

The government was taking new steps to
ensure that such privatisation was not re-
peated. “We will not seli these entities for
the sake of pleasing the IMF.” Qwnership of
public corporations must remain in the
hands of Africans, he added.

Just where this leaves the government’s
negotiations with the IMF is a matter for
conjecture. In October last year, govern-
ment officials insisted that an agreement in
principle had been reached with the fund on

“shadow” programme to see Zimbabwe
through until the end of the first quarter.
But the IMF board has still to give its ap-
proval.

With Zimbabwe in a serious debt trap,
Harare is under IMF pressure to privatise
public corporations, using the proceeds to
repay debt. But Mugabe's insistence on sell-
ing to local businessmen and using the pro-
ceeds to set up an investment trust to finance
black business is a severe setback to reform.

The President’s outburst included yet an-
other new threat to take over white-owned
—Tarms. “Money or no money, we must have
the land.”

The British government, he claimed, had
promised money for land resettlement, but
if that were not forthcoming for any reason,
Zimbabwe might follow the “Irish example
by taking the land now and paying for it in
the future.”

Mugabe apologists, including the British
Minister responsible for African affairs at
the Foreign Office, Lady Lynda Chalker,

‘will dismiss the President’s outbursts as
“electioneering,” pointing to the coming
presidential election scheduled for March.

This may be accepted by the diplomatic
community, notwithstanding the fact that

any opposition to Mugabe will be no more

than nominal, But it is not going to wash

Mugube
on oﬁ‘icz’als

with business, foreign in-
vestors or the IMF. Some
| analysts believe the Pres-
ident’s year-end inter-
views, and especially his
angry attacks on officials
who were doing no more
than implementing gov-
ernment policy laid out -
in the budget, highlight
8 just how out of touch
Zimbabwe’s leader has
become.

Mugabe’s sharp at-
tacks on the IMF and the
economic reformers re-
flect his disillusion at the -
failure of reform to yield quick results.

Despite repeated official forecasts of low-
er inflation and interest rates, inflation
jumped to 26,4% in November -— the high-
est monthly figure since April 1993. Prices
of nonessentials subsequently rose 5% with
the increase in sales tax on such goods to
25%, from 20%; the petrol price has been
raised 10c a litre and the wholesale price of
maize meal increased 28%.

These increases will filter through to the
consumer price index in the first quarter of
1996, ensuring inflation stays above 20% at
least until midyear and leaving little scope
for interest rate reductions. )

Indeed, at the end of last week, money -
market dealers reported a2 Z$1,4bn (R545m) .. .
shortage as the Reserve Bank tightened its - - ..
monetary squeeze in an attempt to curb in- - -2
ﬂatmnary pressures. With money supply -3
growing 27,5% in the three months to Oc- :
tober 1995, the central bank has its back to
the wall.

Despite Mugabe’s hostility to liberalisa-
tion, the process is continuing, with the
Bank easing controls on foreign portfolio :
investment. From January 1, foreign share- .-
holders are now allowed to own 35% of -
Zimbabwe Stock Exchange listed firms — = . -
up from 25% previously, but the limit of - v
5% ownership by any single foreign in-
vestor is retained. o

Nonresidents with blocked funds of less
than Z$5 000 will now be allowed to with- -
draw their funds through normal banking -
channels. '

Further exchange control liberalisation is
expected later in the year with the 5% ceil-
ing on foreign individuals being lifted and .
extra moves to allow nonresidents to move - -
out blocked funds which the authorities see
as a deterrent to new investment. |

. angry attacks

EMERGING MARKETS — 1
Cutting contagion '

Perceptions of global investors about
emerging markets in 1995 were coloured by
the sharp devaluation of the Mexican peso
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in December 1994 and its destabilising
effect on that country’s financial markets.
The crisis of confidence proved contagious,
substantially slowing capital inflows to de-
veloping countries in the first half of 1995,

In retrospect, investors were too pes-
simistic, says the Union Bank of Switzer-
land. An analysis of 44 countries, including
SA, is reported in the first quarter 1996 edi-
tion of its publication New Horizon
Eronomies.

The outlook for 1996 is better. The mag-
azine forecasts a rise in average growth in
those economies — from 3,8% in 1995 to
54% this year — and an improvement in
the prospect for inflation and external bal-
ances. However, it anticipates budget
deficits will be “somewhat worse.”

Investors, it says, are becoming more
discriminating about developing countries.
They are facing “up to the fact that a ma-
cro-economic stabilisation package is nec-
essary, but far from sufficient, to achieve
sustained real growth. They now demand
more than balanced government budgets
and sound monetary policies — they insist
on demonstrable evidence of sustained
growth and a sociopolitical climate support-
ive of such growth.”

" Current account deficits, financed by cap-
ital inflows, are being interpreted in the
light of whether they occur in an environ-
ment of strong growth, low inflation and a
declining ratio of foreign debt to GDP or
whether the context is one of low growth,
high infiation and an upward trend in for-

o mm Total net capital flows
"450- mm Net private capital flows

‘TN T |.|.||||||II

‘863 849566 8745 806 61 950 vga
"Flows exclude exceptional financing

Capital-exporting countries, such as Saudi Arabia, are excluded
SOURCE: IMF WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOGCK

eign indebtedness relative to output and ex-
port activity. By this measure, SA could
fare well: with moderate growth, falling in-
flation and a rising — but low — level of
foreign debt relative to exports and GDP.

The November edition of the IMF pub-
lication Survey also discusses investors’ in-
creasing awareness of the differences in
emerging markets.

Its annual stedy — Private market fi-
nancing for developing countries — showed
that, if economic fundamentals are sound, a
crisis in the financial market of one devel-
oping country should not damage others.

After Mexico’s peso devaluation, “selling
pressures were concentrated in western
hemisphere markets {but) they temporarily
spilled over to Asian markets.”

The impact on Asia was short lived, how-
ever. “The ability of the Asian countries to
weather the pressures experienced in early
1995 largely reflected their basically strong
econommic positions.”

In general, the IMF observes: “Develop-
ments over the past year and a half point to
the general resilience of the market for de-
veloping country securities and provide re-
assurance that market access can be main-
tained.” ‘

And it reports external debt management
practices are “receiving greater attention.”

“Before the Mexican financial crisis there
was a significant shortening of maturities.
Now governments are balancing maturity
profiles and currency denominations to
keep from creating conditions conducive to
short-term lquidity problems.” |

EMERGING MARKETS — 2
1996 forecast

An evoluation of the SA economy by the
Union Bank of Switzerland shows only two
areas of concern. It predicts a budget deficit
of 6% of GDP, in 1996, and foreign re-
serves that will pay for little more than a
month of imports, when gold is stripped
from the figure.

A table, published in the bank’s publi-
cation New Horizon Economies, shows
several of the 44 countries analysed are ex-
pected to have bigger budget deficits, in-
cluding: Taiwan with 5,6%, India 6,3%,
Bulgaria 6,5% and Zimbabwe 8%. And a
budget surplus is forecast for only a hand-
ful: Singapore 5,7%, South Korea 1%,
Thailand 1,5%, Chile 1%, while Indonesia
is expected to have a balanced budget.

The level of SA’s reserves (without gold)
is expected to be one of the lowest in the
world. Only the Cote d’Ivoire, with exactly
one month’s worth of import cover, will be
worse off. At the other end of the spectrum
is Chile. The bank expects it to have 13,2
months of import cover,

SA scores well by a number of measures,
The forecast on foreign debt, put at 24%, as
a percentage of GDP, is the lowest of all
sub-8aharan countries under review. It is
also lower than all the Mediterranean and
Middle East countries, except Saudi Arabia
which is forecast at 15,2%.

Of the countries of central eastern Europe
and the CIS, Slovenia’s debt level is fore-
cast at 21,3% and Romania’s at 20,1%. The

lowest predicted debt level of Latin Amer:
ican countries is that of Brazil, 26,7%.

The prediction on inflation in SA (and
the Cote d’Ivoire) is 10%. This is the lowest'"
for sub-Saharan Africa. Nigeria’s inflation
prediction is 75% and Zimbabwe’s 22%.

The lowest forecast inflation among the..
44 countries is that of Panama — 1,5%:
This is followed by Saudi Arabia at 3%, .
Croatia and Singapore with 3,2%. o

The highest inflation forecast is for RusZ:
sia, 185%. It is followed by Turkey with
91,5%. :

LAW OF CHEQUES
Unintended resulis

When o statutory requirement is not com:™
plied with, to the letter, the consequences™.
may be expensive. This was the case when
cheques had the name of a company, as”
drawer, written in abbreviated form. When -
the cheques were not honoured by the coms "
pany, the directors found themselves liable, .

Tim Melntosh, a senior partner in Cape”’
attorneys Findlay & Tait, says this was the “.
result of a decision by the Durban & Coast*
Local Division of the Supreme Court in Ep-
stein vs Bell, reported last year, :

The Companies Act (Section 50) pro*
vides, among other requirements, that a
company cheque “shall have its name and-*
registration number mentioned in legiblé.
characters in all cheques purporting to be ~
signed by or on behalf of the company” -
And a company cheque should also record -
its registration number.

In this case, the company’s full name was
South African Unlisted Securities Market -
Exchange (Pty) Ltd. Its bankers printed the -
name on its cheques as §A Unlisted Sec
Market Exchange (Pty) Limit t/a USM In- "
vestments, with its registration number,

Five company cheques, drawn in favour
of a creditor and signed by the directors,’ :
were dishonoured.

When the directors were sued in theif
personal capacity, they argued there could -
be no personal liability for the signatory of **
a company cheque so long as the compa- .
ny's name is identifiable. o

The judge rejected this argument. He rea- -
soned that Section 50 specifically permits
the use of certain abbreviations of a com--+.
pany’s name — such as Pty for Proprietary
— and that this terds to show the legis~
lature intended only these abbreviations:
should be permitted. o

Mclntosh raises the possibility that the -
directors might have an action against their -
bankers — for printing the cheques in a' -
way that did not comply with the require- **
ments — but considers it unlikely. Directors "
would do well to instruct their bankers to
ensure company cheques comply stricily -
with the requirements of Section 50. -
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BYGHARLES Rukunt 1+

' Harire — With the March presiden-

" iiléd political eventt, economics are

ikely to dominate the year -in
' Zimbabwe, L

Thié country is trying to getback
ts' feet-arid mounting pressure

meet- the targets set ‘under the
geonomic structural adjustment
- programme,

{74 Although last year marked the

|/ end of the first phase of the pro-

 gramme, which saw the country

| milssing almost all targets ‘set in

11991, econgmics were overshad-

awed By politics — first through the
" géneral elections to determine who
steered the country through to the
. tin 6f the cenfury, and later
-thiough local government elections.
% With the coming presidential

| elections little more than a formality
SO R E T .
1 s thiere 36 1o serious challenger to !

Présigdent. Robert Mugabe, Zim-
babive islikely to be forced o face

‘| up:to reality as the country has slid

ti‘)ﬂ}e economic doldrums, Some
alysts say this may stit political
pheaval because the bulk of those

|} suffering from the effects of the eco-

nomic' structural adjustment pro-
. gramme are young people, -

- iAccording to the latest report
_ trom First Merchiant Bank, 820 000
jing people have completed at
ast four years or more. of-sec-

_, ] onldary education since 1990 but
¢ -1 ‘1855 thari 100 000 jobs were created
ihce thén.

. fidlielections the only major sched-

| frorri the World Bank and the IMF t6

UNOPPOSED Zimbabwe's -
President Robert Mugabe

a positive note for-investors, with
the central bank increasing the
foreign participation limit by insti-
tutiorial investors on the Zimbabwe
Stock Excharige from 25 percent to
35 percent, market analysts say a lot
of what happens on the exchange
this year will depend on govern-
ment policy, particularly on public
expenditure arid privatisation,

The market opened on a cau-
tious note after a lull in the-rains but
observers still believe this will be a
better-than-normal rainy season.

The effect of the' rains on the
exchange was clearly demonstrated

the first showers of this year which
ended a dry spell that begai shorily
after Christmas. e
Bt while rains have a tremen-
dous -effect on the exchange, “since
agriculture is the mainstay. of the
~conomy, investors, particularly for-

eigners who have played 4 crucial

role since they were allowed to
trade on the exchange in June 1993,
will be looking for other indicators
before ploughing/ift their mioney, |
Peter Brooke, a market analyst,
said investors are closely watching
what Zimbabwe is doing to gt back
onto the IMF's good books, ™
The IMF suspended balance-of-
paymerts -assistance to Zimbabwe
in September last year because it
was not happy with-its' eccnomic
performance. - - . . . 4 -

- The IMF put Zimbabwe ‘o its
shadow ' programme "until March
and said Zimbabwe should reduce
inflation from’26 pércent to 17 per-
cent by-Jurie, achievé"an economic

growth of 7 percent by nextiyear

and drastically reduce its deficit and
domesticborrowing. =~
" Most analysts believe these tar-
gets are beyond Zimbabwe's éapac-
ity. Year-on-yedr inflation peaked at
26,3 percerit in-November, largely
due to increases in the price of food
and beverages. o
There have since ‘been “further
increases in the prices. of food: and
fuel, which are likely to result in an
increase in’inflation. — Mdepen:

dent Foreign Service/ AIAJi'l" "

to 4031,51 the_next day, following
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S.
in-Zimbabwe are being blocked by &
_government regulation on foreign own-
ership which stipulates that SA com-
‘panies can take only a maximum 25%
;~stake in existing enterprises.

- egtéd m‘mvestmg in Zimbal

. itwas concerned about the ruling:
“If we were to-invest in com
‘acrogs our borders; it would de
be.on the basis of obtammg a majority
,',sharehold.mg, Paulsonsaid.. .
<+, .This #as important-in estabhshmg
: management and was necessary to
protect one’s investment, he said.
posed-deal was viewed as “a

ma.tural”’i"ii:E .with Modus responsible . .-

for thg'pubhcatmn of the only mdepen-
dent’ ne;rispaper in the country. —

C1,
TML'§eKisting financial publications”
— Business Day and Financial Mail —
wounld have enabled the group toutilise
its powerful financial base to provide
the Zimbabwean company with jour-
nahstlc and marketing training,

ed1a Ltd’s investment plans&;.

IUERRARUPRI ¢ :111 2 was not opposed to forelgn« m-
) . MD Roy Paulson said" yester—- :
] &ay thaf although ‘the group was inter-

%Wean ub-
; hshmg ¢ompany Modus Pubhcatlons,

anies -
itely -

:Gazette: The, synergy. wlth .

tion, Posts and Telecommunications
Minister David Karmanmra Iast Week
todlscussproposals A :
Zimbabwe's ; state-controlled Sun- ‘
day Mail reported that Karimanzira
had given the assurance the govern-

. vestment in the media industry.:
éver, sources close to-the dlSCL'ISBl _n ‘
vgaid that-the Financial: Gazette ole-
ag the only independent newspaper in.
- the 'media industry had earned it'the -
dislike of President Robert Mugabe —
‘a factor-which could presént: ‘another
obstacle to foreign ovmership.,
Paulson gaid although. forelgn com-
Ea.mes could officially'own® -100% of new ~ -
imhabwean businesses, the general
rule was that Zimbabweans hold a 30%
- stake insuch companies ,
- Shoprite Checkers MD WhI B
--'snn said Zimbabwe's restric
- -open trade made it aclosedsho
- Basson said the 25%: limit:'o L
e cc)mpames “investmierits ifi" Zunbabwe s
- firms protected Zimbabwean-traders,
but also made the environment lucra-
tive, with-companies operating in the
country achieving substantially higher
returns thanthe 2% earnedin SA.
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dwina Spicer spoke
» Margaret Dongo, the
'orfian who took on
iobert Mugabe and his
anu PF party, and won

r
|

ILL someone remove
this barking dog
from our midst”
President Robert
Mugabe is reported
have said of Margaret Dongo, MP for
arare South, during the run-up to
mbabwe’s general elections last
ar.

Dongo lost her seat in those elec-
ms, but accused Mugabe's party of
te-rigging and the registrar gen-
al's office of gross incompetence.
1e wenit to court, had the election
sults nullified and a by-election
lled. A 35-year-old woman took on
ugabe and with him the whole
mu PF party machinery. To the dis-
ilief of many and the delight of
ost, she won.

Itis not difficult to see why Mugabe
ites this dynamic, intelligent ex-
mbatant. Her erime is her refusal
bow to the Zanu PF party hierar-
. or to be silenced on issues that
atter to her. She burns on the sub-
't of war veterans. “We had all been
rough hell, but once the leaders got
eir positions, their farms, their
ises, their cars, they forgot about
e people who put them there.” She
eaks from her tiny terraced house
the constituency she represents.

le gravy train does not call here. A i S 2 X : L
The other old men of the Jarty, | rgaret Dongo: Refuses to bow to the Zanu PF party hierarchy or be silent on issues which matter to her PHOTOGRAPH: HORIZON MAGAZINE
) I — o | ul




t10se:M.30 Javes ormec. e o, e ‘ : ‘ :
" eras sleeping during the president’s

ment for the past 15 years pausing
onily to swap portfolios and move into
mansions, do not like Margaret
Dongo either.

“They decided that the best enemy
for a woman was another woman,
and chose my old friend and col-
league Vivian Mwashita to stand
against me. Poor Vivian — they used
her, They offered her a house and she
accepted it. A senior Cabinet minis-
ter is the father of at least one of her
children and she thought the party
heavies would do the work for her.
She can't speak for herself,” says
Dongo. L
Mwashita was no match for Dengo.
The two women, despite sharing a
liberation struggle history, are oppo-
sites in many respects. Dongo is
articulate, bright. Mwashita is
unable to express herself: in one tele-
vision interview she repeatedly spoke
of “the postage vote, of 'what-what
they call it". At the opening of Parlia-
ment, after the April elections,
Mwashita was-captured by the cam-

address. Her dress sense tends
towards that of a superannuated
bridesmaid, favouring taffetas and
satins in purple, pink and green.
Donygo either dresses in neat modern
clothes or in the West African style of
her friend and mentor, the Iate Sally
Mugabe. “West African women have
economic controi of their lives,
therein lies their strength. Zimbab-
wean wommen are not strong enough
to pack a punch. You must get in
there and make the change,” she
says Sally told her.

_ The ‘people of Zimbabwe love
Dongo; After her victory, her phone
was busy for a month with congratu-
lations from well-wishers. “Peasant
farmers rang me long-distance from
call boxes, some suggesting I should
run for president.” She laughs. “I'm
not ready for that yet. But we should
change the law that prohibits people
under 40 from standing.”

Mugabe is right to be scared of
Dongo and her popular support. She,

o the other hand, refuses to be

cowed. Her supporters have been
arrested, her house stoned. Her hus-
band has received obsecene phone
calls about her. She laughs. It has
never been easy.

Even as a Zanu candidate in 1990
the politburo tried to nullify her can-
didacy on the grounds that she was
too young, Sally Mugabe warned her
and she was able to prepare her win-
ning reponse. “When %ma over
the mountains inte Mo bique and
offered myself for guerrilla training,
offered my life for the liberation, did
they say I was too young? There were
1o age restrictions in the _uﬁww_u

She was 15 when she joined
Mugabe's Zanla forces. “I knew
exactly what I wanted: to be trained,
to fight and to return to Zimbabwe.
But there were problems for women
in the camps. We lived by jungle law.
Every day some young girls would be
targeted by the chiefs and escorted
off to sleep with them. How could
they refuse? There was no one to

complain to, who would listen? They
were all doing it.”

On the news that Flame, a Zim-
babwean feature film about women
in the struggle which depicts this
mxmnm issue, had been seized by the
police, Dongo says: “But of course
they don't want the truth to come out
about the siruggle. Zanu PF survives
on history so they can't afford the
truth. Some of themn think the law of
the jungle still applies today.”

Mugabe. “She believed strongly in

equal rights and insisted that
women should play an equal role.
The men didn't complain in those
days because they needed us. Now of
course they'd prefer women out of the
way and so they hide behind “tradi-
tional cultural values', How can the
president say that women should not
seek title for their land? He actually
said that! Culture is dynamic, it
moves with the times.”

As Zimbabwe prepares half-heart-

_ﬁ was in Maputo that she met Sally

edly for the one-horse presidential
race in two months' thme, many feel
that Dongo is the only voice echoing
the thoughts of the majority.

“We have lost direction, we have
lost our ideology. We fought to gain
the power to serve the people, now we
use that power to serve individual
wealth. Zanu PF is no longer the peo-
pie’s party — it's the president’s
party. Drought relief food is looked
upon as Mugabe's gift, not a basic
human right. There's been no educa-
tion on the people’s right to water,
land, housing, mn:nmzos.ﬁ Bob is rul--
ing Banda-style.

“And when we ask ‘But what about
the underprivileged?’, they reply,
without a hint of shame {Zanu PF is
not a welfare ¢rganisatigr’. Yes, the-
party is now the boss arid the chigfy
are never wrong. Well, I didn't fight
the Rhodesians to remove white skin,
but to remove discrimination and I
fight any black man who has the
same evil spirit of Rhodesia,”

If Mugabe isn't scared, he should be.




1" Mudede' hiis aécepted-the nomi-
‘[ “nationi papers of opposition léad-:
| ‘ersithe- Rev':Ndabatiingj Sxthole‘
and. Bishop ‘Abel Muzorewa, but
~disqualified", twg, 'mdependent
“eandidates’ W'thf ;
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/in ‘gmréo s gold rush

&d:m gsm 1253\“ éo ) nen 9

._.:m qma;_o:m_ power- _om_m,:nm in %m ,nm3__< is cm_:m n:m:mma as <<03m: c:sm :oBm

7
_ N< !—I—Hnmm mbsan:mm
W Bindira, N_Swm_os.m

men labouring knee-

a. gold - claim near
_Bindura,.80km. north of Harare,
Zimbabwe's capital, a handful of
. “women also toil, their torn dresses
-spattered with dirt,
~ As a real gold rush sweeps
~"across  Zimbabwe, fuelled by
drought, widespread retrench-
-ment due to structural adjustment
.and increasing poverty, women
. havejoined the ranks of gold-pan-
ners in large numbers. In the
- process, the traditional power bal-
~ ancein the family is subtly nrmbm.
. ing, say researchers. .
! Among the women working
in this claim is Marifa Kyere, a
landless, widowed graridmother
‘who has been panning for the last
six years. Conceria Chazakara
,(28) is a divorced: mother who

supports two school-age children .
Euo:mr gold vaE_m >H_n En-

ﬁ.

. mong the dozens of -

deepinmuddy holes at .

. nice Shamba Ammv is mro<mEbm

 were about 100 000 m%.vmﬂsma

scale'miners — equiva-

“lent to half of the .
-amount legally mined mbm sold.’

In the process, severe environ-

mental damage is caused through

deforestation and Tiver siltation,
Yet the government turns a

blind eye, given the huge num- .
“bers of people involved: In

1991/92, at the height of the worst

&.onmrﬂ in living memory, there -

. spare-  time,
.after domestic
nroum@ or between the coffee and
cotton picking seasons.
Nor does it require mvmam.:mma.
techniques or sophisticated, ex-

" pensive equipment — a pick, shov-

el, colander, bow! and mesh cloth -
domjcely. -

. Gold panning needs a mini-
mum .team of two co-wives,

i

T alongside her husband while her . Now David g:mmvmwﬁm\ who is
" mother takes care of the children. noa:onaﬂm a study on:gold pan-
However different their cir- ning for the Institute of Mining -
-cumstances, the three women Researchat the University of Zim- -
agree that gold panning, although -babwe, estimates’there may be ,
‘hard work, provides a needéd in- . 500.000 people working the coun--
come and they willkeep on doing ~ try’sri m:ﬂﬁ& deposits, |
if. . ] At least
Gold is Zimbab- . , 30% are .wo-
we's second source of More .ﬂ—‘-ﬂ—.- - men. In many
foreign exchange after = ways, .. geld
tobacco. Studies esti-~ 1] @ third °.H - . panningiswell
.mate that maybe 10 I} .mg=_ Fg stiited to rural
"tons of gold are re- N-ﬂ-’m—ﬂiﬂ S women's- Hime
trieved each year and ’ “and - labour
sold mostly on the —ﬂgw-.-nﬂn-m.v ﬂ-_ﬂ. .possibilities, .It
black marketby small- - EQ-:Q—.- ¥ can be done in

| mo?_% Slder %&3_ E&

L at
Sy e

neighboiurs and friends can do it;

.. leaving young children in other

7 people’s care or “taking them
m_om._m to sit by: the pits. Women
“can be found in all p of gold

- panning; from carrying buckets of
-water at Z§1-{about 40 cents) each

-to digging and sifting, and in the

_NB&mmEmnow mbm anwmndm of
“gold.

A.rm% also mmﬂﬂoﬁb._ associated
economic-activities, such as bring-
ing and selling meat, fruit, vegeta-

‘bles and ‘cooked .food; selling
dothes and wz&Bm jerseys for

sale; managing trck shops and
shebeens, baking bread, _Hmém

beer mb@.mmmﬁmwmx
:: is an amazing mmaiouu.
ment,” wrole Constance

Enmmmmmm\ author of a United
Nations study on women in
small-scale mining. “An econom-
ic sub-culture and system has de-
veloped” in - these ... places”

Women's newly found income
can remain outside the fraditional
male control of wealth through

o _E& and SEm oSﬂmHm?w R

Mugedeze, points out *that

“single women panned and sold. "
‘gold as they saw fit, they were-

their "own. masters”. Bit evén
~when wives surrender EGH in-

T

 favourite’ quote from a woman :

;‘Lrs- -

hold,” he - - says, 38:5@ a

gold parmer, who said: “Gone are

the' days' when a woman had to

 quarrel 'with her-husband over

- come. wholly to husbands; their

breadwinning capacity H.mBmEm in
evidence,
#Now women are Hmnomammm

" in rural areas as family supporters

asnever before,” says Giles Mun-
yoro, president of the Small-scale
Miners’' Association.

. He explains that gold panning
earnings buy seeds and fertiliser,

_ Bindura, near the mining town of

oxen and tools, pay for:school fees-

and uniforms, even for, beer and

travel money for husbands. “Gold

anning provides petty cash for

: wﬁ& :%m_wroomm " mmwmwgcb%ouo
- Sinece 1994, Musabayara’'s re-
mmmunr has found ..out that
women's ind
obtained through gold panning is
reshaping . intra-family relation-

ships. “Women panners have told

us that now they have more voice
in decision-making in.the house-

money to buy sugar or salt.”
Some 400km south-west of

didn’t hesitate to join in, and her

-elderly parents did not complain

about her new adivity. “It was a
matter of money or no money,”
she explains. “What could they
mm%- L

Munyoro points out that

- Zvishavane, Wedzerayi Machona  while, earlier on, men objected to
began %_ old panning ‘ their women
during the big drought || "Yfomen NQ doing gold
. 0f 1992, After domestic g . - panning,
chores, the diyorced | —°=u0! —-ﬂ‘ﬂ change has
.mother of mﬁmm chil- i - — taken place,
dren walked a kilome- te ‘.n-.-m-.-.ﬂ— with  more
" tre to the Lundiriver to. } . men accepting
_pan. Often the children. ; .‘01 money i o taking
"would skip classes o } their wives to

“eomé to help after | .qe-. m-—um* pan  along

_school. with them, as
" The mﬁﬁoﬁ.ﬂ&m@ Nwmco the Shambas ae doing near

" {R80) she madeé every month paid  Bindura.

endent - income

-for food and school fees. “Don’t

yau know that men don't care if a
child is well fed and clothed?” she
mme drily.

Altliough gold ﬁmEE..m is ifle- -

mm_ often dangerous and inyolves
mmumb&bm long hours in the com-

When her husband finished
his ‘CY level school examinations
six years ago and could not find a
job, he began panning for a claim
owner who pays for the gold re-
trieved daily. Eventually his wife
joined him,

:ammmzam:ﬂ _:no_sm 103 nm::_:@ Sm noc:ﬁQm rich alluvial Qm_oom;m

@bZ) \§ﬂ_u\_i

.@mﬂ% of male strangers, Machona

“It was my idea and she had to
agree,” says Shamba. “This job is
better than cotton-picking be-
cause there you have a master
and are forced to work. In gold
panning, you work when you
need money, or otherwise you
stay at home. It's hard work but it
pays more, so you don’t see the
hardship.”

The day before, the couple had
earned a pality Z$14,50 (about
R5)but a good day will yield Z$70
{about R28) or more, while a cot-
ton picker may earn Z$20 (about
R8)aday.

Not mﬁ_usmﬁm_& women con- |
tinue fo join Zimbabwe's gold .
rush in spite of the dangers of po- -

unm repression, collapsing shafts,
unlygienic sanitary conditions,
crowded squatter settlements, ex-
ploitation by middie-men, Hmﬁm
and Aids.

For tens of thBusands of
wornen, gold panning provides a
hard-earned, much-needed in-

come they can’t find elsewhere. —

Independent Foreign Service.




HARARE JA{:tér decades of impris-

onmentand political struggle, - |

President Robert Mugabe of Zin-
babwe s taking it easy 10 the run-

ypto leadership-elections that are

+ expected to seé him-maintain
ower into thenext century. =~
president bas been rejuvenated by
his new wife, Ms Grace Marufu., “1
think he now wants to enjoy life

| working hard for all those years,”
- onesaid. Lo

good time aindit appears she is
encolraging him to do the same.”

Mr Mugabe:is:said to- have
acquired ataste for fine wines, after
more than half a century of frugal
living as ateetotaller.

In recent mohths e has also
been efjoying the country life. At
the family farm left t0 him by his
mother at Zvimba, 130km north of
Harare, he is puilding a large pig
unit, using breeding stock lent hy
vice-president gimon Muzenda, A
bodyguard who accompanied the
president on a recent trip to New
York said: “The president cares pas-
sionatély about his new hobby.

He nished home to Zimbabwe
from tha trip because he heard his
farm had run.out of pig medicine.”
Mggabe's zest for life belies

.fears for his health and

§ 1iino
\-fot a thioat dis¢ase:

Close aides say the 73-year-0ld:;

i3

.. and-is a lot more relaxed, after

"W HiS riew wife likes to have a’ “

. THE GOOD LIFE:

. aseatin parliament.
charges that he.

athe has been treated

President Robert Mugabe

A spokesman in the president’s

office said cautiously: “Wehave no
knowledge of that at the moment.
You must have seetl him recently,
does he look like an ili man?’ ..
Mugabe is likely:to find next
month's presidential election as
relaxing as his new- ound lifestyle.
The:opposition 18 unlikely-to end
his 16-yeax stewardship. ‘
The strongest candidate is the
Rev Ndabaningl sithole. Unlike
the other runners, he at least holds
But he is'on

o

femand ovet-
attemnpted t0 assassinate the presi-

_dent. Tt is not cleat how, or if, he

‘will'contest the presidency with

*Archbishop

ance,.even

o~ when his minite Ui
pulled out of last years glections in
he has béen: '
- allegati

protestand
“by.governme!
sanctione!
‘cainps in Mbza
war for independence.

lega
aid

The eléctorate barely noticed-

10 POWE
. < the threatof jail hanging over him.

\ ‘Abel Muzorewa,
the first head'of Zirmbabwe-Riiode="-
sia in 1979, mustbe hﬁpingthat
“he will gain credit for persever-
f he polls fety votes.

ited Parties

damaged

on guerilla

biqiie difing the

... Two other minor candidates
have been greeted with amuse-
. ment by theelectorate.One of,
. them vows,ina q_li‘:_‘nage:ofmpd-

ernisation and sconomnic change,
to lead Zimbabwe back to:tradis-

.. fional African values.

Mugabe, who has peei faking 2.

holiday for severdl weeks, takes t0
the hustings today when he speaks

tothousands in the
Muzarabani in.
Zambes} escarproent.”

ural district of
the northem

Even the weather has conspired

o give the president.
‘on his-campaign tour..

In recent weeks hea

an-easy fide

vy xaif) has

- poured:on to the pg“{thed fiejds of

- Timhabwe to transform ¢

into a green carpet.

tistydand -

With ¢rops

- shootingup and-peop‘le‘sstom—

achs full, the votersare likely to lis-

tei to the president’s speechesina

more favourable light.
. graphplc London

Ty e U

.+ The Tele-
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HARARE
-dent Robert Mugabe entered the
- presidential - ‘election campaign

ing-a bigger ¢
| weak and divided political rivals.

- The 72-year-ol president is ex-
" pected 10 extend his 15-year long
| rule by winning & six-year term

| turnout inh the March 16-17 elec-
‘fion could-seriously damage his
‘credibility and standing.
~ . Mugahe has called several ral-
-] lies across southern Zimbabwe in
the coming weeks, starting in the
-remote riral northeast yesterday,

" “There is no-question in any-
‘body’s mind-that we will win the
. -moe, but there afe %ﬁons over
W many e will turn
; nepartyoﬂg;.ﬁaaid. .
" - “Thatis the issue we (in the rul-
‘ing Zanu-PF party) will try to ad-
J- dress duri thecam;:ajgn ... not
| Muzorewa or Sithole,” the official,
| whorefused tobeidentified, said,

st Mugabe hi

- Mugabe’s opponents ‘in
 election are veteran opposition po-
. ' ézthole, lead-.

_er of the small right-wing Zanu-

Ndonga Party, and Bishop Abel .

£ — Zimbabwean Presi

| yesterday with voter apathy pos--
in challenge than his .

but political ‘analysts gay. a low-

- where presidential officiala say he -
will urge voters to turn up for the -
3. ’ "~ -minority Ndau tri

up,”

Preidental lcton

pO8alq
litician Ndabaningi

Muzorewa, president of the oppo-

- sition United Parties.

Muzorewa is generally regard-

ed by the black majority as a sell-

out after he became prime minis-

ter in a white-controlled govern-
ment of then Zimbhabwe-Rhodedia
a year before the country won in--

dependence from Britainin 1980, -

Analysts also say Sithole, who .

is out on bail on charges of plotting
to agsassinate- Mugabe and. to
overthrow his government; has
too narrow a supmrt base in his

to effectively

fight Mugabe..

Four other opposition parties, .
‘notably the Forum Party of Zim-

babwe led by former chief justice
Enoch Dumbutshena, are boycot-
ting the alpo]]si to press for reform of
electoral laws which they say are
heavily tilted in favour of Mugabe
and his party.. .

The opposition is largely weak

has failed to take advantage of
growing urban discontent agninst.
Mugab?'s government, b,l?med.by
many for' rising unemployment
and other economic har&hx

* to penetrate the ruling party’s ru-
T Eowerbase. . :

liont people, about half the coun--
try's. pogulation of 10,5-million,
are eligi

tial election.

University of Zimbabwe polit- ¥
ure
said Mugabe's camp was worried. |
about the voter turnout because . §

ical scientist Kempton

only about 20% of the electorate.

had gone to the polls in recent lo- - §
~government and parliamen- -

cal
tary by-elections.

~ Analysts believe the public is -
still furious that Mugabe doubled

 his salary and those of his top gov-
ernment officials late

tighten their _

Some of his own grassroots
‘sup s say his Iong tenure has
ma ehimarmgant-.‘--;Reuter. .

hips, or -
lection officials say 4,9-mil-

le to vote inthe presiden- .

last year -
while aslﬁnmz:rybpdyr else fo

B TR ——




et Oiin1th happens in a week. Thisweek
ani-at'Parliament being briefed by a bar-
‘Tage of ministers, all intent on a good press
'for their’ departments and achievements.
Yesteiday and Saturday were spent won=
ering how best to'invest billionaire George
Soros” money. His Open Society Foundation
(on whiose board I serve) must hand out
about R45-million over the next three years.
Giving it to causes which will foster an open
society-is more difficult than it mightseém.

‘arch.of a cautious bird, the Angola Pitte, |
discovered ‘The Star being sold on the
streets of Hardre. It cost R20 for a two-day-

*10ld copy. Business was brisk. So most of you

are %.m&bm abargain, Virtual nationalisation
of-{f

. Maeve Binchy is an Irish Twritér who is
larger than life. Her book-signing lunch at

IR ST oot T

¢ Last- weekend while in Zimbabwe in.

J

bz

WVirtual nationalisation destroyed newspapers, writes Peter Sullivan |

%

»Chapters was a huge success. A great speak-
e, %am bubbly, exirovert woman had the
“ladies in Sandton falling about. She listed
- * -the golden rules for writing:

B Wrrite what you know about. She did not
~write about group sex, she told us, because

“she knew nothing of it. In fact she did not

~write about sex at all because it may embar-
rass the very few people of whom she could

- write. She wrote about families, emotions,

“dreams, clothes, perfumes, music, betrayal. -

B Write as you speak. Forget about punctu-
* ation, you can always pay people to do that.
“B Listen, listen, listen. Eavesdrop. Learn to
<lip-read. Use your ears as a tape recorder.
“Bl Remember to press the recording button.
“M Send what you write to a publisher. It
" does not help to write and keep it secret.
. You may believe a publisher will steal into
~ your home in the dead of night, see the
manuscript, pick it up and say: “Aha, thisis
* what I've been looking for!” It does not hap-
Jpen that way. But everyone is afraid of rejec-

-1 Wion, so some people base their lives on the

eligf that if you don't go to the dance you
can'tbe a wallflower.
" Maeve Binchy gushed forth happily and

- On another debate, we have allowed all
sides their views, almost ad infinitum. Both
isides have: accosted. me. demanding the
ewspaper take one side. So far we have not
.done so, and have called for mediation in-
istead. The Professor Makgoba affair is trou-

‘bling enouigh to ourtop university without.
this newspaper faking a.one-sided view.
Our.function, as I gee i, isrto allow access

nto The Star for'the iritelligént people ini
sthis city (and country} to present their views .

‘on what should happen mmgacﬂ.',.,

swimming in her words were other little

“truths, many of them causing giggles. The
difference between the Trish and English,

- she said, is that it is difficult to make friends

in England. But when you make them, they
stick with you through illness and birth-
days. Irish people make friends within min-
utes of meeting you. Then forget you again
as 'soon as you walk out the door But re-
member you whenever you walk back in.

A former Irish Times journalist, Maeve
has a great sense of fun and will be writing
for The Star before she leaves our country in
a few weeks' fime. Watch this space.

HENE

Now more serious matters. Why did
The Star run a competition to change the
name of our soccer side from the euphonic
Bafana Bafana? Was it wise? Was it arro-
gant? Was it worthwhile?

It was done because many people felt
calling our national side “the boys”
smacked of paternalism and failed to ac-
knowledge that the side had grown up re-
markably quickly. Some letter writers - to
my amazement — félt we ran the competi-
tion because we did not like a “Zulu” name

. When this newspaper has a ‘definitg’;

view on who is right we will writeit. -~
It does seem to e that the views of the

two sides are not nearly as far apart asthey

‘believe them to be, and that the 13 acade-+

mics plus Professor Makgobaieould get-to--
gether for the good of the institution. After
all, the ANIC and thé National Party did. - .

g wew

 people still believe things like this about |

- one. b

and wanted an English one. I am sorry that

The Star. Thiswview of-us as:colorifalist is, of . -
course, completeély outdate vone
else in this country;itis difficult f
cape our history. Nor tvould we:w: -
it has been, for the most vmn\.m,u héridurable

Perhaps our timing for the feam ndme
competition was wrong.-'We should-have
done it after the final:; Pethaps we did tiot -
explain adequately what e were doing; al-
lowing readets to have their .say. over tHe
name, thatwasall. -~ - - . u

It is our stated objective to allow access
into The Star of as many views as possible
over a range of as many subjects as possible.
Some people prefer not.t6 hear. opposing: -
views and get angry. dbout; it, belteving.
views expressed by writers to The Star re-.. |

- flect the newspaper’s viéws. It:beats nye
how this perception can be recoriciled with ~ i
the debatés of ppposing views we sooftén
run. Look at Sparks v Mulholkind, Qwelane
v Suzman,, Surely Thé Star cannot-support «

both sides simultaneously?- .
. mER
L mmm
Did we find the Angola Pitta?; Yes;'

“its nest with-an egg and a flédglin,
found the Livingstone. Elycatcher, an ,.
snest. The books say. it-does:nibthreedyin |
"Zimbabwe which just- goes e, prove:that -
birds do not read books:” v ‘

4
v
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e Ao, . .--,‘:.:g(,
paper closes.down

Bb2 )
of Zimbabwe's last

independent newspapers pub-
lishied. its last edition yesterday
after-the owners said they could
no longer afford to lose money.
Elias Rusike, chief executive of
theiMiodus publishing company,

| said the closure of The Sunday

o,

Gazette was “purely a business
decision”, not the result of politi-

sike said the mewspaper, pub-
‘Tished since 1990, was not paying
its way and its losses were hurting
the company’s flagship, the week-
ly Financial Gazette, Zimbabwe's
only remaining serious indepen-
dent newspaper.
tor Trevor Ncube and his deputy
were convicted of criminal libel
and fined last year for reporting
that President Robert Mugabe
had ‘married his secrefary in a
secret civil ceremony. g
Mugabe (71) has not .denied
martying Grace Marufu (36) in a

| trddjtional African ceremony. The

libgl-,,g'ﬁit appeared to have been
part of-a long battle between the
goverriment and Rusike. .
Rusike’s Daily Gazette was shut
down in 1994, also for business rea-
sons, Its audacious reporting had
angered the government) Arid State-
owned enterprises weré:ordered
to withdraw their advertising.:
The government controls five
eWwspapers, intluding two Sun-

neiws
day apers. 1., !

* #In a front-page statemént, Ru- |

Rusike, Financial Gazette edi-

w
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Hostel inhabitants voice

dtt%ngval of

L (afajab

Springs, are unhappy with the
workmanship of contractors who
have been awarded a R19-million
contract to refurbish hostels
which were destroyed during the
early 90s violence between in-
mates and township residents.

The residents have accused the
Tocal city coundil of corruption,
demanding to know what has
happened to the rest of the R5-
million earmarked for upgrading
their buildings.

They and coundil authorities
have been at odds ever since
money was put aside to refurbish
the buildings. The residents have
also demanded compensation to
hundreds of people who lost
property during the conflict.

National Hostel Residents As-
sociation deputy chairman Sipho
Nkwanyane said hostel resxdents
also want the council to develop
the squatter camp near the hostel.

They want basic infrastructure
such as toilets, water and electrici-
ty to be provided to the informal
settlement to prevent squatters
from abusing hostel facilities.

Nkwanyane said other griev-
ances included the council’s lack
of response to their complaints,
and that blocked sewerage-pipes,
a number of leaking roofs, and
unconnected and incomplete elec-

sloppy work

trical wiring represented a health

The hostel inmates’ misery
started in September 1990 when
KwaThema residents, allegedly
acting on a call by the then civic
association, demolished the hos-
tel.

According to the KwaThema
town treasurer’s report, counl
insurers were supposed to have
paid out an estimated R5,2-mil-
lion for the building and material
damage, contents and incore
losses incurred during the vio-
lence.

They want
basics like
toilets and
water

The council received R3,63-
million from insurers, The Na-
tional Housing Board also grant-
ed an additionai R16-million for
the upgrading of the hostel, bring-
i e total put aside for refur-
bishment to R19-million.

Council h‘eals.ltjsxrer V\/’ilh;1 Stetll?-

ed in his report that the
&eorﬁt?ﬂrgu rental recenga% from the
hostel.dwellers was not sufficient
to cover upgrading costs.

The inmates had begun pay-
ing for the services despite being
dissatisfied with the quality.

Independent Zim

paper closes down
=Bb2

Arare | of Zimbabwe's last
independent newspapers pub-
lished its last ethfgnPeestefday
after the owners said ﬂ}:ey could
no fonger afford to lose money.

Elias Rusike, chief executive of
the Modus publishing company,
said the closure of The Sunday
Gazette was E‘uml y a business

ecision”, not the result of politi-
cal pressure,

In a front-page statement, Ru-
sike said the newspaper, pub-
lished since 1990, was not paying
its way and its losses were hurting
the company’s flagship, the week-
ly Financial Gazette, Zimbabwe's
only remaining serious indepen-
dent newspaper. :

Rusike, Financial Gazette edi-
tor Trevor Neube and his deputy
were convicted of criminal libel
and fined last year for reporting
that President Robert Mugabe
had married his secretary in a
secret civil ceremony.

Mugabe (71) has not denied
marrying Grace Marufu (36) in a
traditional African cerernony. The
libel suit appeared to have been
part of a long batile between the
government and Rusike,

Rusike's Daily Gazette was shut
downin 1994, also for business rea-
sons. Its audacious reporting had
angered the governmend, and state-
owned enterprises were ordered
to withdraw their advertising.

The government controls five

newspapers, including two Sun-

dayeaEm.—SaEa-ﬁil i 6
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~-Robert Mugabe is almost certain to win
w2lections ‘due in March, but political «

sandlysts say-he-is.-making. campaign
errors that could cost him dearly in

npraing months. . ‘

- ‘Mugabe has in the past week un-
anecessarily attacked and antagonised
.n%esten} donors and may have fanned
~ethnic-tensions over an election for
-riwhich he.barely needed to campaign,
+analysts say.

" The 72-year-old president is facing'
weak opponents in Bishop Abel Mu-
=gorewa and veteran opposition leader
ideabaningi Sithole in the March 16-17

r

- =

ﬁfﬂ where analysts see voter apathy as

is main problem. ‘

« At rallies, Mugabe is frying to win
wotes. by threatening to grab without

compensation white-owned farms to

resettle landless black peasants.

. He persistently accuses the UK of

* failing to honour a promise to help his

N government buy the land from white

¢ farmers, although the British govern-

¢
“

i ment says he has not asked for any
suchhelp since 1988. :

v . Whites own mio&t of the fertile land

¢ and the issue, the rallying point of the

b ‘guerrilla war that led to majority rule

in 1980, remains very emotive.

. The government has not been able
to deliver on the promise because it has
1o money and cannot afford to confis-
tate theland, . . ‘
“*"Mugabe has also attacked Zimbab-
we's main donors, the World Bank and
. the IMF, for pressing his government
to cut annnal spending from 40% of
: GDP, saying this was affecting vital
i gervices. The analysts said this would
v irritate Mugabe in view of his attempta
2 to avoid any mention of recent huge
{ galaries that he awarded himself and -
» histopofficials. - '

y They also point te his big govern-
ment team, seen as the main drain on

[
F
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ONOtLS, PEJSE
— Zimbabwe's Pré%lé zﬁaié cofig? qétl

promises serve very little ... and may
prove very .costly in the . next few
-months,?..said. political .. ahalyst.. and.
Jawyer . Kempton Makamure of the
. University of Zimbabwe, D

The country needs vital assistance
from the World Bank and IMF, which
withdrew some aid last year when the
government failed to meet certain cost-
saving meagures for a new five-year
economic reform programme, _

Mugabe has also threatened to send
home to their provinces of origin those
peasants who have moved to greener
pastures in other provinces. He-gaid
this was aimed at forestalling possible
chieftainship wrangles and instability
that might arise from clashes of differ-
ent cultures and traditions..

But so far there have been no sign of
ethnic wrangles in rural Zimbabwe
and the move appears to be aimed at
peasants who enjoy freedom of move-
ment as long as they are granted land
by rural district authorities. ! :

Analysts say the idea could have -

been inspired by chiefs fearing that too

“much movement by peasants’might |

undermine their traditional authority.

“This borders on fanning ‘tribal-
ism... People will start harassing each
other and it will be particularly bad for
those who have their roots in neigh-
bouring states,” said David Chimhini,

. executive director of the local human

rights group Zimrights. “The last thing
we need is people asking each other
their origins. That may turn out tobe a
dangerous time bomb.” -

About a quarter of Zimbabwe’s 10,5-

million people trace their origins in

Malawi, Zambia and Mozambique.
Mugabe has been able to maintain
gocial stability in the country partly
through a delicate tribal and regional
balance in his government and by un-
derplaying ethnic politica. — Reuter.
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|phone project.on tr‘a%‘k
| | C3b2) pb I5[A[96.
_. Zimbabwe's first mobile ~  The rules came’in the wake of a suc-
cellular telephone project is back on cessful court challenge by TS Masiyiwa
track after local backers managed to last year to have the state-owned Posts
secure a partner t0 replace a US-based and Telecommunications Corpora-
investor who quit last week; citing tion’s monopoly on provision of mobile
stiftingrules. . telephone services declared uncon-
TS Masiyiwa Holdings Litd — which stitutional after it was denied a licence
initiated the project— gaidithad man- to operdte one. o '
aged to secure “another US-based in- Masiyiwa said on Tuesday his com-
vestor after Telecel International pany was congulting the government
pulled out of the joint venture follow- on interpretation of the rules, which he
ing the publication of new rules to con- said some of his major contrackors be-
trol %’ivate mobile phone operators. © ljeved were threatening. '
“We have replaced them. We now “We are looking at our CONCEINS,
hsve a new partner which is an. even which arose from the measures and the
bigger jnternational partner,”, chair- interpretation being given to them.... It
man Strive Masiyiwa gaid. .7 - looks. like we are going to have an
Telecel had a 40% stake ‘in the amicable agreement on ‘the way for-
project, which was expected to provide ward,” he said.
mobile cellular telephone gervices in An agreement with the government
‘Zimbabwe by 1998 ata cost of Z$p00m should be reached by the end of the
and improve the country’s creaky week. This should dlarify where his

telecommunications. B ~ project stood under those measures, he
The project was thrown into crisis ~ said. . -,
aftér Telecel quit and some contractors “The government is very keen to

stopped work on it because TS Masi- make sure that the measures do not
yiwa had not applied for'a licence as have anegative effect oninvestmentin
required by the new rules. - , the country,” he said. ‘ o
v];Jnder the rules, set by presidential T.ocal economic- and political ana-,
decree, anyone found operating with- lysts feel the measures could geare
out*a licence will face & fine of up to away foreign investors, saying}, the
z%oo OOO,imprisonment for up to two decree seemed intended %o frustrate
years or both. . . private enterprise. Some mte.::p;eted
1 77 A technical team yettobe agpointed _the measures as aﬁggtprgj:iqﬂig‘fﬁ State
: ’by'.ﬁxgqidgnt‘-Robenthﬁgﬁﬂé’wﬂf’ﬁlﬁd*“"mdnoﬁ‘é’ly’-’lﬁ“a"rlucr‘ative”.’“‘co" i
g apﬁrdveﬁéduéncies. CORNSLTT gréa,—Reuter. '
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BY ANDREW MELDRUM

. Harare— Expechng a bumper harvest and’

'1ts benefits to agro-industrial companies, the

Zimbabwe Stock Exchange posted record -

trading highs throughout the last two weeks

of January, pushing the stock index above_ _
 *Juntil after the presidential elections for the
o7 “If the rains continue through Apnl 1
think we could see the stock index reach -

the 4280 mark..” uh

.5000,” said one dealer.

" crops. This should have a positive effect on
the country’s retail, manufacturing and
industrial sectors, according to analysts.

" Another big boost for the Zimbabwe

exchange comes from renewed interest from
foreign ihwestors,

. A great deal of interest has been shown )

in the Zimbabwe market by the three new

Africa funds that have been launched in .
Europe and the United States by GT Mana-

gement, Mercy Asset Management and
Baring Asset Management.
Zimbabwe's stock exchange is Africa’s

third largest, behind South Africa and -

Morocco, with a turnover last year of
Z$1,3 billion (R500 mllllon)

Foreign investment has becorne a domi-
narit force. on the Zimbabwe Stock

Exchange. Since the market opened to for-
eign investment in June 1993, foreigners
. have accounted for 70 percent of turnover.
Foreign investors have bought
742,15 billion worth of Zimbabwean shares
since the opening.
Other positive indicators for the
Zimbabwe stock market are a decline in

inflation from the 30 percent mark of late last .

year. Though the government predicis that
inflation will drop to 19 percent this yea,

independent economists believe that 21 per-

cent is a more realistic figure.

" Zimbabwe's premdenhal election, set for -

March 16 and 17, is widely viewed on the
market as_aynontevent. President Robert
Mugabe is Seen as a shoo-in and no one
_expects a change in the country’s leadershjp

G&b2) c_TC e:a')()ﬂ: lz ab

"-ste

Business citcles will have-to wait unhl-

. after the elections for Mygabe to appoint.a -

new finance minister to, replace -Ariston
Chambati, who died last year. . L
“No action is expected untl the elections
are over,” said one Harare broker.
The stock market will also have to wait

government to take action on. privatisation,
which the World Bank, the IMF and westem

., donors are urging.
The rains mean the agriculturally based - .
conomy should have a good harvest of
rhaize, cotton, tobacco, coffee and other

“Many in the. govermnent don't like the

+ idea of pnvaﬂsaﬁon, but thé pressures for it

are very strong,” said Tunmer.

The first move the government is expect
ed to make is to sell off its remaining shares
in a number of Zimbabwean corporations,

These include: Finhold, in which the gov-
ernment holds 61 percent; Wankie Colliery,
in which the government holds, 41-percent;
and Delta, in which the government only
holds 11 percent after selling 40 percent of its
shares last year for Z§300.million. .

The sales of the remaining : stocks ‘later
this year are expected to raise Z$800 millior.

 The government badly needs that revenue fo

offset its budget deficit of $3,7 billion.

A more serious aspect of pnvahsatmn
will come when the goverfumént decides to
sell off the large state-owried corporations. .

- Stock market analysts-say -attractive pri-
vatisations will include the Zimbabwe Eléc-
tricity Supply Authority, the Dairy Market-
ing Board and the Cotton Markefing Board
(now known as' the Cotton Company).
Foreign investors are expected to'be the ones

_ most interested in these potential issues. .

The government will want to hang on to
its control of Zimbabwe Newspapers and

" the Zimbabwe Broadcasting: Cotporation as |

these monopolies permit goverrument-
manipulated news coverage. —

“Tt looks like 1996 will be a good year for
the stock exdmange," -said Tunmer.

“If the rains are good-and foreign
investors maintain their. interest arid the.-
government makes some major privatisa-
tions, then our -estimate of Z§1,5 billion
turnover for 1996 could go much !mgher.” —
Independent Forelgn Service, ; :




ARARE.
‘babwedin pohtlcmn Margaret Dong ).

6.

: a “fa !Ice
: 0 urged‘;oppomtmn ‘cand
:dates’Bishop 'Abel Muzorewa and' the
withdr

mg presndentlal electlons ofi Mar:
di ,

fpr £he onsumpt ofg,the mterna-

‘opp ssed Zimbabweans,” charged
Mrs Dongo, “The elections are meant

?mtyimto ‘believing there is-
. mbabwe SO

ongo ca ed for the ‘country

gamst Mr Mugabe and mebabwes

x‘mg crltlcal pohtlcal voice'i

Jias called. for-a boycott’of the upcom--

nd' donor community and not .

stitution-to-be réwritten: to offer‘a i
.’opportumty to; opposition parties.:
But Mrs ‘Dongo’s broddsides .

"Cf/?-"f L

; ohtxcal; ;system has

yde facto one-parfy: tate. - ;
Shg is one, of the ‘only politicians to

PF). She.won,

- “A'mnassive abstention will record a
silent ‘no’ vote and. it w111 bé a. nega-
tion of the chicanér;
-for,” sald Mrs Dong

10 hoodwink the intérnational eomfriu-"""

. § calliis, unllkgl
heard: by \many Zimbab }
state-owned broadcasting corporatlon
‘has“ banned any news: ‘tone about

‘,tep1 pres1dent1al' N
|

n,against’ Pre31dent Mugabes Zim- |
-babwe; African - National Unil
. otic Front (Zauu—
. Harare South’ par mentary- seat as |

‘an: :mdepeuden

Patri- | A- ;

-4 —




-|-remande:

| -tion.of his rival. .

| his campalgn thlS ‘weekend -
forthe Tead ershlp of Zim-
babwe, h

, Robert Mugabe.

it didn't. want tobe accused.
-of “harassment”

1. MrSitliole was bullish at.
¥ hlS Harare headquarters.
“this - week. -with extrava- -

loyal - guerrilla .army. in.

wage a‘civil war.
- “The. peoplé are-deter; .

PF " he said.
Mr Sithole, a lay preach—

Political observers tave
poured:igcorn . on Mr.. Sit:
mise to". 'draw

‘er for the Umted Church of
Christ:' ¢ is 0Py, « - ZOTEWa, : -the,

fthe’ attempted assassma——

) Mr Slthole 76, launched |

iment said ttus

‘| plete the prosecution until
after thé‘elections because: . -

J.gant -claims- that he hadj‘
vast membership and a’

Mczamb1que ready to.

mmed to: get. r1d of Zanu,»;

‘:;Zlmbabwes opulatlon

1.-group’. of * guerrillas

"By GHRIS BISHC
Harare

ighold:'

Undeterred Mr; Slthole i
said he ‘was ready forany-:
thing and.admitted that he

held: the: alleglanc »’ !

[ of
Chlmwen]e San ed.

Mozamblque i
““We canhave acivil war.

“are not to be coWed ‘they-
are prepared to flght KR

paign is likely to be Mr Sit:

"hole’s Iast charice, to settle :
-old.scores with, the prem-. :
- dent.- The two-men" have.

been"at. loggerheads -for,

more 'than ‘20 years.  Mr:

Mugabe™ ‘was” Mr' Sithole’s
understudy when Zanu was
formed in 1963, but super-
seded his mentor
power in 1980

“with- ‘an ° equally slim
chance of -dislodgii " Mr:
Mugahe is Bishop Abel Mui

! t:ons thiat he Sanctioned air |
‘raids on gueriilla camps én;. ‘
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" company ‘said yésterday’

M the ‘govemor had heffsed end;théfve-day’strike, Workés
ent.on strike last. week, asking-for their:pay to be-raised t0iZ§75

WE

- (aBout-R300) from Z§331. The comipany said it would only i
by:bétween 26,5 percent and 295 percent drid accused work

“sonable demands. - -

largest sugar prodicet- Triangle;Sigay, ended at th weiske
intervention of the Masvingo provincial governor, Josiah' Hun,
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HARARE — _ Zimbabwe's leading
economic commentator, Prof Tony
Hawkins, derided the country's
“Rip -van Winkle" presidential

-glections yesterday.

Hawkins; a Rhodes gcholar and -
head_of the business studies de-!

partment at Zimbabwe Universi-

ty, said a Rip van Winkle who fell
aslesp scon after 1980 indepen- .

- dence;would wake up to.find per-

sonalities: contesting 1ssues and

* thinking from 80 years ago.’

Pres1dent Robert Mugabe, now

aged 72, is seeking a third term on . trolled news media,

: he Eald

M 2‘5\7—14

Hawkms told delegates to the
Marketing 2000 two-day confer-

ence: “I am depresged by the in- -

tellectual quality of debate.

“We have become again a dan-
" gerously insular- somcalg{l
“were in the days.of
UDI (unilateral declaration of in-
dependence) ~- the sun, the moon
and the stars shine only on this
country,” he said.

“The real issues are not being
addressed in what: hght-heartedly
passes for an election.”

He said not only the state-con-
ruling party

March. 16-17 as executive head of politicians and officials continned

state;His rivals in the presiden-
tial fight are Ndabaningi Sithole, -

76, Who launched -the armed

struggle against white rule in
1962,:and Bishop Abel Muzorewa,
71, who has focused his campaign
on his-actions when he was Zim-
babwe-Rhodesian prime minister

-in 19179

v Hawkins said real incomes and

where they were 30 vears ago and
business needed “a far-reaching
cultural change to get us into the

: next century”.

* Thére were less than 10% un-

. employed in the early 1980s, com-
_paredmth 30% today.

Manufactunng had stood still,

to talk in terms of protectionigm,
state intervention, and reviving
Rhodesia's 1964  bilateral trade
 pact with SA.

Business leaders, too, were
talking like that,

While world trends were to-
wards privatisation and reduced
state activity, Mugabe continued
to promise voters clinics, schools,

. living standards had gone back to_, a_new university and “to_confis-

cate white farmland if the British
do not pay for land redistribution”.

Hawking said: “Just try con-
fronting some of these promises
with the facts.”

Zimbabwe was increasingl de-
pendent upon foreign aid and for-
eign expertise, even having an

48 we
odesia's’

tell our 1ads whatto do”:-

Hawking said he was convmced
that within the next five years
Zimbabwe would have to focus on
industries in which it enjoyed

competitive advantages.
It would have to look to a new
regional, - multilateral trade

regime, through: the Southern
African Development Community

{SADCQC), rather than to the mori-

bund bﬂateral agreement with
SA,hesaid. -

“These mtellectuel cobwebs
will, I am sure; be swe(Ft away, but
the longer we git-and watch, the
greater will be the backlog in
terms of lost investment and
missed opportunities.

“f remain convinced that over
time we are going to gei;:lll)ohcles
right, but more because the real-

ities of modern . economics: will }

slowly come home to roost. It is on-
Iy a tm]\; minority in the ruling
party who believe that our path
lies in treading thé success story

ath of such admired states as Cu-

a, North Korean and Libya. ...

“The longer we drag our ‘heels-

in moving towards an SADC
agreement which igia real ‘agree-
nent, not just a telking shop, the
greater the danger more activity,
more development is going to fo-
cugon SA

-+




By ANDREW MEI.DRU

3 Ha:rare Zlmbabwe heard an -
expeciedly strong call for an antf-

corruption drive from High Cotir
judge George
horder city ¢ of Mutare this week:
| Corruption and nepotigsi
widely ackmowledged to have- bal
| ‘Iootted into major problems in Zin
babwe in the past two-years, aﬁec

- irig nearly every aspeet of the e

nomy. .

Eiforts to set up an mdepehdeut
cellular phone network, to biiild &

new international airport and t0~-

' refurbish the state-owned steel mill .
. have all become mired in what are
4 cIeerly corrupt behmd-the—scenes
| deals

. Pres1dent R;obert Mugabe 5 ea.b-

inet. members, 8t whom aecusing
fingers arepoinfed as: ‘beneficiaries
of much of the corruption, have ot -
’{aken a.ny steps to curb the preb-

-Justice Srmths stem call for
gction is therefore an implicit strike
at the ‘Mugabe government and

lnghhghts the tontinued indepen- -

Smith in thé eastem ;

p’ 'ﬁ-cormptmn commissions,
said the judge,
gt .sessmq of

cui 'lun

ﬂ? High Court cir-

thing oi sim:lar hnes

séil that soaring corrup-

‘Zinibabwe's public and pri-
stors: had_ distorted major

8 developments and

timetely, it was the already

OVerbnrdened {axpayer who paid

the price.

, Harmful effects

“'Ib aw&rd 8 ma.jor development

~¢ontraet- to thé company which

piys thé hlghest amount to the
: right official or politician can have
‘iréinendously harmful effects for

" the comntry,” warned Judge Smith.

“The country might be saddled

‘wlth a telécommunications or trans-

port system which is not appro-
priate -or-is not the most econo-
eal” T

i

ening this year's |

new mdepe"
network .

Steel - Comp
ing its Blast
But this

major governme
Even the priv
the pinch becausi::
government regillafionsifo
firms to seek offi 2 &

4
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Sithole says
his ije 1S
E /%rdz;) tl%w

pposition
bz)
Harare -Ap minent oppositfon

leader’s presidential election cam-
paign in Zimbabwe has hit a snag
with the veteran politician accus-
ing his wife of being used by the
ruling party to disrupt his own
movermnent,

TheRev Ndabaningi Sithole of
the Zimbabwe African National
Union-Ndonga (ZANU-N donga),
who is.on bail facing charges of
plotting to assassinate President
Robert Mugabe last year,

millions of dollars by the ruling
ZANU-PF to cause havog and

“Twas told six weeks agoand]
took it h;ihtly but as I focussed
eissue, I began to see it

clearly. Imagine, my own house-
hold has been infiltrated by ... se-

Tior government. officials,. who

Sithole said late on Sun Y.

_.Vesta denied the charges and
counter-claimed that  senior
ZANU-Ndonga officials were in a
conspiracy to destroy her and the

“They are using my husband
--- He is confused, He has not
even talked to me about it,” she
said.

Sithole’s lawyer declared the
76-year-old was'senile and frail
when he sought his release from
police custody, saying he needed
the day-to-day care of his wie,

Vesta is 20 years younger than

the nationalist Sithole and has ai-
ways publicly stood by her hus-
* band of 16 years.
i Asked ‘what evidence they
| had of allegations against Vesta, a
| party spokesman said Vesta used
| to hold private meetings with
some party supporters without
the knowledge of the central com-
mittee. - Sapa-AFP.

|
i

e oy

. 011’4033253.
72734, BRAAMFONTEIN: ( 768,
iBURG (Stty): 011) f’?ﬂﬂ%m.mﬂﬂa (011) 864 738450 !

that his wife, Vesta, had been paid

want to disrupt ZANU-Ndoriga?, ..
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InpEPENDENT FOREIUM-GERVICE
Harare
st three weeks before Zimbab-
;R we's presidential elections, the
I govermnment has stepped up its
ressure against the country’s ailing
indegendent press to prevent criti-
cisrhif President Robert Mugabe.
Zimbabwe's leading indepen-
dentS newspaper, ‘the Finandal
Gazette, has abandoned its anti-gov-
ernmgxt’ stance as the weekly
paper’s owners succumb to the gov-
emment’s relentless financial and
political pressure.

. Dispite the Financial Gazette’s,
new.policy to be’blandly non-politi-
cal, the Mugabe government hasin-
creased its campaigh. against the -
paper, The. State-controlled Zim-
bank. itias ‘reportedly refused to
reschediile debts owed by the paper
in the coming months. - .

' Two front page stories in the
st;atg%gi;v\iﬁed,x%?;’gﬂeralql s Tewspaper
have* ﬁ.m&ihafgtly predicted. the
collapsesof the Financial Gazette by
June, The'articles are.seen as warh-
inigs. fo Zimbabwe's business corn-
munity, to refuse any, financial assis-
tance fo the independent paper. .

Because all Zimbabwe's daily’
newspapers; radio-and. teleyision
channels are state-owned, the loss of
the Financial Gazette's independent

paper forced to

yoice leaves the' cotmtryl
resular critical view of the Mugabe
government. ., . s .
 Tight state control of the news
media is one of the chief impedi-
ments fo a pluralist democracy, ac-
cording to Zimbabwe human rights
- groups. Financial Gazefte publisher
Elias Rusike has seen his indepen-
dent newspapers crumble in the
face of governmierit afifagonis.
- The .crusading Daily Gazette,
 which exposed numerous corrup-
' tion scandals, folded last year and.
the Sunday Gazette closed earlier
this month. The papers won avid
readerships but advertisers shied
away for fear of losing lucrative
overnment contracts. Burdened
with débRlisikesotight new finan-
‘cial backers. One pote
South Africa’s Times Media Limnit-.
' ed, was blocked by the government
from buying more than 25% of the-
_publishing house and therefore
Wlﬂ.'ldIEWﬁS offer. ' C
 Starved of advertisers and new
backers, Rusike is ¥deliberately ton-
ing ‘down the Financial Gazette and
 changing its complexion to be more
" acceptable to the political establish--
ment,” said ' suspended - editor:
frevor ‘Ncube. Zimbabwe, said
Neube, 5 Jeft in the “worrying posi-"
tion of being without any weekly’
scrutiny of issues of governance, ac-

become blandly‘apolitica

[96

™ countability arid comuption’ Exami

ntial itivestor,

. light Thestory,

SR

s

Coaet o

nation of these issues will iowbe’a
thing of the past”. . o
Several steps ;t0- weakert the
Gazette's editorial position’ were
taken last week. The publisher told
reporters not to write about “per-
sonalities”, particularly that of the.
president. The paper scrapped its
wildly popular “Muckraker” col-
urnn, a wickedly witty'send up of
the Mugabe government. '
Protesting  at, the Financial
Gazeite's new: apblitical-"- stance,
assistant editoranid columnist Iden
Wetherell résigned last week, charg-
ing that “attémpts from afy, quater .
to shifeld Mugabe frofcrititism are
misguided and;prejudicial {0 effec-
tivejournalism? H Y i
- Wetherell's resignation followed
the suspensioti of Financial Gazette
editor Netibe bécatse he published
a Reuters story last month which
showed Mugéabe in anunfavourable -
from Maseru, stated .

Py

¢ that an itate Migabe demanded his

plane land immediately. “"
The Maseru control tower re-

portedly replied that Mandela must

“Tand first-because his plang-arrived

first. hoi b on

1+, . Coverage of the presidential race

i the state-owiied broadcasting and

vint media amounts.to slavish re- |

‘porting abotit Mugabe’s speeches.
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HARARE — Zimbabwe's agriculture-
driveii economy was expected to grow
6% this year because of heavy rains
which had broken a 20-year drought,
the central bank chief said yesterday.
The country's economy ghrank about
2% laét year.

Reserve Bank governor Leonard
Tsumba told a business reception good

 rains were likely to boost production of

Zimbabwe’s main cash crops — maize,
tobaceo, cotton, sugar and soya beans
—by 18% from a drought-induced fall
of 12%1ast year. -

“This should benefit the agro-based

‘manufacturing sector, through the

availability of inputs.”

“If gupported by a strong turn-
around in manufacturing and a contin-
uing ‘buoyant mining sector, these
trends should see a rebound in our
economy,” he said.

Mining had been growing at an av-
erage 20% a year over the past five
years, due to increased foreign invest-

| ment;analysts said.
N pralimin

ary wofficial and private

biisiness:estimates.show that Zimbab-

-

| we's'real; econiomic -growth fell more
;| than 2% last year. Analysts say this

as mwainly ‘due to the very poor per-

s

o 035 T

ould boost

OO Y

formance of its key agriculture sector
and also that of its secondary manu-
facturing industry, whose output drop- .
ped about 14%. . .
However, certain industrialists pre-
dict' economic growth would be be-
tween 3% and 5% — stunted again by a
ghrinking export market in “protec-
tionist SA”. :
Industriglists say that SA has been
dragging it feet on reaching a new
trade agreement with its northern
peighbour. Others have urged Zimbah-
we to drop its preoccupation with an
SA trade deal and seek other remedies.
Tgumba urged Zimbabwean busi-
ness to diversify its markets and
warned that if no drought alleviation
programmes were put in lace soon,
any economic growth could be reversed’
by future droughdt. o -
“Por thig economic recovery to be
sustainable, efforts should be made to
reduce the dependence of our economy
on weather conditions,” he.said of a
country that bas suffered from drought
for the past 20 years. BER
Zimbabwe's farming-driven écono-
mic growth dropped more than 10% in
1092 to 12%, after suffering its worst
droughtin a century.— Reuter.
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m po
<l my'is expected to grow by:six-
per ent. thls,year because of the heavy ..
. have broken the drought, the: -
" ¢ertra] bank chief sald Yesterday. '
he 1 k an‘'e ttmated 2

Africa "§tate Were hkely to boost proi
duct1o of its main cash crops — maize,

by 18-percent from an estimated drought-
- induced-fall-of-12.percent in 1995, ...,

- “This should benefit the agro-based
menufacturmg sector, through the avail-
ability of inputs,” he said.

- “If supported by a strong turnaround
1n manufacturmg and_ a continuing buoy-
ant mining sector;’ these trends should
se‘e : reboundx i 'oun economy,’.’ -Mr.

aid.

Tsum 4 54
M.mmg has been growing, at an average
" 20,.percent per yedr over. the last five

“riess estlmateé 'show that Zimbabwe’s
real egbnomlc growth fell by Toore than

! *tobacco c'otton sugar and soya bedns<

l.future drought,

3 mainly diie'to-thi

very poor performarice: of: its key. agriz”
culture sector .and also that: of its‘sec- -
ondatry manufacturmg mdustry hose‘
output dropped an estlm ed
.cent,,

. and five percent this, year stunte
bya shrlpl;uu : :

been drdggmg its® feet on ré
{rade. agreement w1th 1ts nertherm nelgh
bour.
Othérs have! urged Zlmb bwe to'drop ;|
its preoccupation with a South Afncan
trade deal and seek other remedies
" Mr Tsumba urged Zimbabwea
* ness to-diversify its market§'and Warned;
~that-ifno drought allev1at1on ‘DLO:
grammes wer's putinplace.
-momie- growth ‘could be:

tama‘ble efforts. hould
" reduce the dependenpe
on weather conditiohs,
- «Zimbabwe has suffered from drough
for the past 20 years:=




6pc economic
growth forecast

for Zimbab

HARARE - Zimbabwe’s agriculture-pow-
ered economy is expected to grow by six
pereent this year because of the heavy

rains which have broken the drought, the'

central bank chief said yesterday,

The economy shrank an estimated 2
percent-in 1995.

Reserve Bank governor Lecnard Tsum-
ba told a business reception that the
current good rains lashing the southern
African state were likely to boost pro-
duction of its main cash crops — maize,
tobacco, cotton, sugar and soya beans —
by 18 percent from an estimated drought-
induced fall of 12 percent in 1995. . .

“This should benefit the agro-based
manufacturing sector, through the avail-
ability of inputs,” he said.

“If supported by a strong turnaround
in manufacturing and a continuing buoy-
ant mining sector, these trends should
see a rebound in our economy,” Mr
Tsumba said.

Mining has been growing at an average
20 percent per year over the last five
years, due to increased foreign invest-
ment, analysts said,

Preliminary official and private busi-
ness estimates show that Zimbabwe’s
real economic growth fell by more than
two percent in 1995.

ﬂ,{é 28/ [4

Analys thls 5 mainly due to the
very poor performance of its key agri-
culture sector and also that of its sec-
ondary manufacturing industry, whose
output dropped an estimated 14 per-
cent.

But certain industrialists prediet eco-
nomic growth would be between three
and five percent this year, stunted again
by a shrinking export markef. in South
Africa which they accuse of being pro-
tectionist.

Industrialists say South Afrlca has
been dragging its feet on reaching a new
trade agreement with its northern neigh-
bour. -

Others have urged Zimbabwe to drop
its preoccupation with a South African
trade deal and seek other remedies.

Mr Tsumba urged Zimbabwean busi-
ness to diversify its markets and warned
that if no drought alleviation pro-
grammes were put in place soon, any eco-
nomic growth could be reversed by
future drought.

“For this economie recovery to be sus-
{ainable, efforts should be made to
reduce the dependence of our economy
on weather conditions,” he said.

Zimbabwe has suffered from drought
for the past 20 years. — Reuter.
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abwe 5 economy
was expected to' grow "6 percent
this year bécatise of heavy rains,
which“had “broken a .20-year
drotght, ntfal bank chief
+ said yesterday The « econorny

. shrank about 2 percent last year.,.;

Reserve - . Bank - governor
Léonard Tsumba told a’business
" reception :that: the. good rains

" presenitly lashmg the state were.

co,-cotton,: sugariand soya bearis
— by 18 percent from an eshmat-
ed drought—mduced falll of 12 per®
| -centJast year,
i supportedby a stiong turne

: around in manufactunng andia“

. continuing “pidyant ‘miningsec-
" tor, these - inds. should see a
" rebound in 6ur econiomy”.

Mmmg had: béen: growing: at'-

: lncreased foreig
analysts said.
Pnehmmary interim eshmates
. show that Zimbabwe's real éco-;
nomic- growth fell-more: than

2 peicenit last year. - v
. Analysts said this'was mem]yr
because of the poor: performances ‘
ofits agnculmre sector and manu--
facturing industry, whose output

: dropped about 14 percent
. But some mdustnahs

ort market i, 5ot
, which they,accuse
tectlomst

businesses to d1vers1fy Hheir miar-
kets« and - warned; that:, 1f
drought- alleviation progf
were put in place SO0, Af !
riomic growth cotild’be versed
by future drought. - N




DRLD

PEYTa

‘&

Taho

= Mo vw e

O TaT TS o =y

Mugabe’s govt ‘will
never sell papers’
Michael Hartnanc@é2 ) ,I ) M b

HARARE — President Robert Mugabe's govern-
ment has classified the n, and the
national news agency Ziana as “strategic enter-
prises” which will never be resold to the private
sector, according to documents tabled in the Zim-
babwean parliament this week.

In the policy document M;ﬁbe‘s mm} advig-
er, minister of state Cephas pha, ligts the Zim-
babwe Broadeasting Corporation, the Mass Media
Trust (which contrels the daily Herald and Bul.
awayo Chronicle newspapers, the Sunday Mail
and the Bulawayo Sunday News), and Ziana as
“strategic enterprises to be retained”,

vatised, in response to pressure from internation-
al finaneial institations for far-reaching reforms,
include the railways, Air Zimbabwe, the steel-
works outside Kwekwe, the breweries, the Elec
e
e i rati H
Marketing Board, Zimbank, g:\onkieog’olliery,' the
Zimbabwe Tourist Development ration
{(which owns a string of major hotels) and former
BarlowasnbsidiaryAsthorporaﬁon...ﬂ., Y

Many of the have become hywords.| §
for giving employment on the basis-ofmﬁm] f

patrongge, and for ineffie iency and dehts,

the most controversial enterprises on | '

the “strategic enterprises” list, which will be re.

tained in state hands, ig the Minerals.

Corporation, rvt:.hich has & monopoly: en all base
expo '

p o r e Tk g pirar- ‘]y—‘
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E:om to mnsan_. equatt > mm Ecum._m ago, Zimbabwe GEQ
" Movement- ME- Mz UmEa_ Sithole said:-“worien are-not-human
HARARE - Women's rights advocates in Zimbabwe say they pay a beings”:and that: m_nn EEuncn was not an issue: that shonld-be

h ice for their fight f der lity in this patriarchal debated.
mmwmwuﬂnm or their Tight for gender equatly 1 Tis pairiareh # Tast year Vice- ?.mwam.: uoﬁEw Z.woBo SE mmnﬁn

.~ They lose friends. They suffer verbal attacks from males who - women's oammemp:o:m not- to. EE.Ew men but God mB. ‘the -

call them names ranging from marriage-breakers to Eom.naﬁm m:n. owwnamm_os of womer.: " . M ‘
they even receive hate mail. -.Part of the'resistance to monan_. nacmrE mﬁEm “from: Em mmon

“A lot of people misunderstand the concept of gender nncm__?. Emﬂ Zimbabweans have.been:weaned on: the- belief. :.EH meniare -
so much so that [ have lost quite a number of friends becanse I am ++intrinsically. superior:to women, explains Priscilla. Misiiaicabwi,

W< Patience Rusere : . =

‘s feminist” says Ms Everjoice Win of Women In Law and Devel=- .,noo.mm:_ﬂo_. of, the Woinen.and- Aids.Support-Network.
Gpment, a non-governmental organisation that educates women on - - “Socialisation and the ncmwnoz of whois: nncuoﬂ:nm._._% powe
Liheir rights. Y ...,Efm the root canse of: ,ouuzwmﬂo: * says Misihairabwi. “For EEG :
Ms Salina Mumbengegwi, director of the Women’s Action ~Y©ars women have been considered m:~8§.~€p=w¢,ﬂg tomen”
+Group, has not had an easy time either. “I have often been Minority political representation in parliament has been a major
called a hothead who is only interested in breaking down peo- impediment for the women’s movement, points out Stella .
- ple’s marriages.” she says. Makanya, a ooam_.%ma ‘0N women’s issues, Om mﬁ Huo legislators i in
. Win blames such attitudes on male insecurity. “Men resent Zimbabwe, only 21 &d ‘womeén. ~ SapaIPS. o
- women who are not afraid to speak their mind or show the ability Still walting ...N_Eumaia women want to step. up their
to be self-reliant,” she argues. o *fight for gender equality.

“For example, when women decided to earn a living
by buying and selling goods from South Africa they
were portrayed in the media as prostitutes.” —
i Despite the insuits and threats, women’s organisa-

tions have kept up their fight against inequality. They
.. admit that, on paper, women in Zimbabwe have made
" some gains since majority rule in 1980.

Women were considered minors by law until a Legal
-~ Age of Majority Act passed in 1982 stipulated that every
" Zimbabwean aged 18 and above was legally an adult.

.~ And a Matrimonial Causes Act paved the way for

X equitable distribution of matrimonial assets in the event
of divorce. Previously the husband could take all the

~ property when a marriage broke up.

-~ However, laws have proved easier to change than

mentalities.

Mr Freddie Nyambuya (35) fought against white
domination, yet he is surprised that women are fighting
for equat rights. “What equality?” he asks. “A woman
- can only suggest but can never make decisions, Even the

Bible says Eve came from Adam.” .
- Mr Ruddy Gaza; a trainee journalist at the Harare
Polytechnic, says: “God made men to be leaders.”

- “These so-called women's organisations are trying to- .
" import foreign ideas,” he claims, : >

-“They should consider who pays Ew&a +If women .
* are allowed to inherit their husbands’ property” when
* they die, they will be tempted to kill their husbands.”

e

It'is mot just at the grassroots level that there is'resis-




For all his faults, -
Mugabe still has
ati air of electoral

invincibility

| 2L2)
usy pulling weéds from her
Bmaize field, Mentha Nya-
matamba says this is the
best rainy season Zimbabwe has
had for years and she is looking
forward to a bumper harvest.

“T know we have presidential
elections,” says Nyamatamba,
speaking in Shona, “but I don't
have time to think about them,
Fm busy with my crops. These
elections won’t make much differ-
ence anyway.”

Disinterest and apathy greet
President Robert Mugabe's cam-
paign to win re-election to anoth-
er six-year term of office. Mugabe
is assured of victory, the only
question is how many Zimbab-
weans will turn out to vote.

The main interest in these elec-
tions is how an effective one-party
state, which controls 147 of 150

parliamentary seats, can make it-
self look like a multiparty democ-
racy.

Littfle more than two weeks
before the March 16 and 17 presi-
dential polls, no banners, posters
and slogans can be seen in Zim-
babwe’s major cities. More signifi-
cantly in Zimbabwe's rural areas,
where 70% of the country’s 11
amillion people live, there are few
animated conversations or lively
'debates about the presidential
race.

“People are not interested in
these elections,” says farmer
Shadrack Mashamba.

He says the ruling party, the
Zimbabwe African National

nion-Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF),

"wilt round up rural villagers and

take them to the polls to get a
good voter turnout.

“Many people would like
change, but they know it is use-
less to expect anything from these
elections,” says Mashamba.

“People are afraid to voice any

1) b

criticism. The party and the Cen-
tral Intelligence Organisation
have active networks here and no
one wants fo be identified as an
opposition supporter.”

Certainly, few Zimbabweans
would stick their necks out for the
lacklustre opposition candidates,

Bishop Abel Muzorewa (71) and -

the Rev Ndabaningi Sithole (76).
Both men are indelibly stained
by their past associations with
odesian leader Tan Smith. Nei-
ther offers cogent alternatives to
the Mugabe government, Even if
the opposition candidates organ-
ised an effective campaign, they
would have difficulty getting any
coverage in the state-owned and

Robert Mugabe ...obsession with security and secrecy makes
him inaccessible to all but a chosen few

points in a French helicopter.

Mugabe’s speeches have fea-
tured attacks on the International
Monetary Fund and promises to
acquire more white-owned land
for redistribution to poor black
farmers.

“He always speaks about land
when there are elections, but even
peasant farmers can see that his

tightly-controlled broadcast and ~ promises are hotlow,”  says
print news media. Mashamba, referring to the gov-
heconly poi- o aetve
go, the only poli- g of ineffe
ten who cold § He shows land distribu-
ve stirred up real § W ton. -
froworks v the 1 MO signs of Two years
residential race, = ago, the govern-
gvas disqualified Walltlllg to rr?ent des?gnated
when she tried to B I'et're for redistribution
register as a candi- 1 several farms

date because she
does not meet the age requirement
of 40.

A former nationalist guerrilla
fighter, an electrifying speaker
and scatl'ﬁnifovemment critic,
Dongo (36) has been one of the
few politicians to successfully
challenge Mugabe’s ruling Zanu-
PE. Standing as an independent,
Dongo won the Harare South seat
lastyear.

Mugabe (72) has been in
power since 1980 and shows no
signs of wanting to retire from of-
fice. In recent years his rule has
been marked by obsessions with
security and secrecy, making the
president inaccessible to all but a
chosen few. He went on a speak-
ing tour last month, flying to rural

owned by white
farmers and political opponents.
Scandal erupted when it was un-
covered that the farms were alio-
cated to cabinet ministers and
other well-placed politicians.
“Mugabe’s exhortation that
his followers should earmark for
seizure land belonging to individ-
uals who have criticised or of-
fended the ruling party represents
a serious abuse of power,” says
Iden Wetherell, political commen-
tator for the independent weekly
newspaper, The Financial Gazette.
“It shows the government will
not proceed by any rational plan,
but is determined to take land
from anyone who might offend
them.
“It is blatantly bad gover-

nance. The British government
cannot be expected to fund land
when it remains part of a pattern
of misgovernance.”

In the early 1980s the Mugabe
government won well-deserved
praise for its dramatic improve-
ments in education, health and
other social services. But in recent
years those gains have been badly
eroded while government spend-

ing soared on a wasteful defence

force and bloated civil service.

Numerous examples of cor-
ruption and nepotism have been
uncovered, including interference
by the president’s nephew in the
awarding of an airport design and
construction contract and govern-
ment blocking of an independent
cellular phone network.

The Mugabe government has
wilfully continued to be unac-
countable. Its respense to the
scandals has only been to tighten
controls on the news media.

President Mugabe has not ear-
marked any possible successors,
which has prompted a not-so-dis-
creet scrambling for t{_)lositicms
within the corridors of the ruling
party, the Zimbabwe African Na-
tional Union-Patriotic  Front
(Zanu-PF), _

“] am disappointed with Mu-

abe,” says farmer Shadrack Mas-
ba. “1 thought with all his ed-

ucation and intellectual abilities |.

he would be different from other
African leaders. But he just grips
on to power like all the others.” -
Independent Foreign Service.







i~ FOR the second time in two years, ’
-an independent Zimbabwean news.
aper has closed on the eve of a ma-
orelection. R
- Jist, rm».oum,.m the parliamentary
lections last year, Modus' Publica--
ions closed its two-year-old. Daily
azefte after running up logses re-
orted to exceed R12m, -

In"February, with only weeks to.
.. presidential elections on -

-Modus had bowed to pressure from.

-the information ministry and the :
_ruling Zanu' (PF).party in suspend-
. ing Financial Gazette editor Trevor

"MICHAEL HARTNACK
- MICHAEL H.

- Neube until March'6. . 3 S
.. Necube last iyeek ‘said he had p
.agreed fo a “resignation package”, -
but said the “transition to democr:
cy”had suffered a major setback. |
Neube enraged State Houge by ;1
publishing a Reuterreportfrom Ma-

séru that Mugabe tiied to “jump the
q ind have his'jet land ahead

‘and

..,EmmEbmmnnwumhmﬂn norms by sus-
-.pending Neube overa dispute which®
should have been between Reuter
,.,mbm"m.wwﬁmmpzm_m‘.r T
©  The Financial Gazette has some
-of the best advertisitig receipts in
- southern Africa, butithe illjudged

ent no 2 venture with the Dsily Gazette re-
- The wickedly funny Muckraker - portedly lost more.than R100 000 a
column was summarily stopped. - - - month. Managers failed to make the

“It is clear that concerted moves  yenture a separate company, so the'
are under way to tone down the Financial Gazette became burdened
newspaper,” said columnist Iden withthe daily’s losses.
Wetherell, who quit the Financial -Observers believe Modus blun-
Gazette in protest. dered by installing white editors
“Wetherell, a veter and ofienting the daily towards
white, or middle.class black read-
érs,'instead of articilating the dis-

¥

content of ﬁrm. 2-million unem-

» 'Modus CE Elias Rusike told Fi-
‘nancial Gazette staffto be “more ro-
‘bustly, Zimbabwean” and to refrain
froni criticising “personalities” ( un-
hm.u.mnc.om to mean “do not print any-

| MUGABE

B g%

B 5)2|9 b |

money), have gloated over the pos-

‘sibility  of imuminent Modus

bankrupicy. Modus attempts to sell

a controlling interest to SA’s Times

Media Limited (publisher of Busi-

" ness Day and the Sunday Times)

" were apparently stalemated by Zim-

babwe Eeserve Bank rules limiting:
foreign investment to 25%.

' A consortium of pro-Mugabe

front men is reported to be negoti-

- ating with Modus. Should they take

E over, the only independent media

here will be a number of small
monthly magazines with circula-
-tions below 20 000, many backed by
. foreign donorfunds. -
, Sources- here-say Mugabe Plans

outsiders to support an independent
“local Press. Besides Times Media,
various foreign. groups had been
showing interest in setting up small
independent radio stations.
Against this background, leading
economic commentator- Prof Tony
- Hawkins told a conference at the
end of February: “I am depressed by
‘the intellectual quality of debate.
We have become a dangerously in-
sular society, as we were in Rhode-
sia’s unilateral declaration of inde-
pendence days ... the real issues are
not being addressed in what light-
heartedly passes for an election”.

L

_.meo.m and 705 — Mugabe,

Political personalities from the
Bishop

Abel Muzorews, the Rey Ndabanin-

gi Sithole — were campaigning over ;
~1960s issues with 1960s -thinking
said Hawking! 7 .

and 1960s promises,

L IR W |
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Despite World Bank dictation of ;
economic reform, Mugahe continued ¢

to promise peasants schools, clinics
and land taken

H

from white farmers
“‘Just try confronting .some of

these promiges with the facts,” said .

Hawkins, head of business studies
atthe University of Zimbabwe,

urged Zimbabwe to emmlate the

“success: story™ of Cuba, North Ko-

» rea and Libya. While Zimbabwe was
regulations to stop further bids by . sitting back, Increasingly depen-:
dent on foreign aid and expertise, ©

investmenf and development were |

Howing almost exclusivelyinto SA,
“The longer we sit and watch, the

greater will be the backlog in terms
of lost investment and missed op-
portunities,” he warned.

The same might be true of the
media, say industry sources here.
While the local industry impledes,
and the uncensorable Harare ru-
mour factory
“bush telegraph™ thrive, Zimbdh-

Wweans might turn more to imported ;

SA papers — the overspill. fro;
free economy run by free min

e ——— LETTERS
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A clique in the ruling party still -
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Retired judge claims Mugabe failed hjs COUNtTY

Nomavenda Mathiane

PRESIDENT Robert Mugabe has

failed his country, says retired Zim-
thahwean chief justice Enoch Dumbut-
vitiena, who on Monday night became
-thelfirst recipient of the Helen Suzman
-#oundation Award.
svThe newly formed foundation —
+amed after its chiefpatron Helen Suz-
-g1an — aims to promote liberal values
rimd solutions in southern Africa.
e Politically active in the 19508 when
sthe famous “winds of change” were
-blowing in Africa, and African politi-
wians were obsessed with seeking po-
dlitical freedom before all else, Dumb-
mmwawﬂmﬂm speaks of economie liberation,
-a«vfle is critical of African govern-
«Ients arguing that they are still fight-
#ing. colonialism — long after the colo-
inialists have left their shores — in-
«stead of channelling their energies into

developing their countries and giving
their people good government.

He said the old freedom fighters
were E.moancwmma with seizing power
and did not plan what to do once they
had achieved power.

“We need political parties to think
seriously about their policies, that
these should better the conditions of
ordinary people and eradicate poverty
and hunger.”

Many Zimbabweans respect Dumb-
utshena, who revolutionised the legal
system, particularly the rights of wom-

en. However, his critics argae that hav- .

ing gained the respect of his country-
men, he “blew it” by getting into ﬁm
itics via the Forum Party, which
since folded.

His eritics claim because of his age,
he could not take the political pace.
There are algo reports that he became
insolvent after ploughing his invest-

ments into the party whose leadership

wasmade up largely ofjudges, lawyers
and industrialists, 8

He dismigses statements that he is
insolvent. However, he says his flower
growing business became insolvent be-
cause banks refused to give him finan-
cial. assistance. Instead, he says his
lack of interest in further pursuing his
political agenda is because of the rul-
ing party’s unfair treatment of the
opposition.

He said he was out of the race for the
presidency but regretted the electorate
was not enlightened enough to hold ac-
countahle;the people they voted into
power.

Dumbutshena said ke could see a
time when hunger and poverty would
force ordinary veters without educa-
tion to change the political scene for
thebetter.

He proudly concedes that as a chief
judge he hrought justice to the people
and particularly “liberated African

custom and traditions”, He refutes al-
legations that he abolished lobola
{dowry).

He argues civil marriages have
nothing to do with lobola.

As the Zimbabwean constitution
confers major status on a person over
18 years old, he made a ruling that a
girl over 18 years could get married
without her father’s consent.

Dumbutshena said it was mum“.Mon.
tant for democracy to survive in SA as
this would permeate to other countries
in the region. However, he warned SA
needed to develop its economy with a
view to developing the lifestyle of the
disadvantaged people of SA. :

“You have to bring into the economy
— by way of participation — many
more blacks so that the economy-ex-
pands for a great number more to enjoy
and be part of, if we are to see real
changein this country,” he said. -

e e e e




Legal sﬁoraom in Zimbabwe

fears m.sw_momﬁcsm of latest bill
(322) A b[2]4b

Proposals aimed at overruling decisions made by the Supreme Court

By Romn DREw

‘I..—.l_wm rights of Zimbabweans

as contained in the coun-

try’s Declaration of Rights
in the constitution are being fur-
ther eroded in terms of a bill to
come before parliament.

The trustees of the Legal Re-
sources Foundation, set up 15
years ago to make people aware
of their rights, say that like many
of the 13 previous amendments to
the constitution, the latest propos-
als set out to overrule Supreme
Court decisions.

This continuing overruling of

the court’s decisions has the e

| of undermining the' court’s au-

thority and prestige, and of un-
dermining Zimbabwe's image
abroad by giving the impréssion

that it does not respect the courts

of their decisions, they say.

The trustees state that one ef-
fect of the latest proposed amend-
ment will be to remove any con-
stitutional provision- for the
privacy of one’s home and other
n%m&? If this is intentional it is

to know why.

They say that one of the mea-
sures appears to restore the'right
of appeal to the courts on the
question of compensation for land
acquired.

But, it does not actually do so.
It states that a law dealing with
the compulsory acquisition of
property need not make a provi-
sion for access to the courts
where, among other things, the
property is land which is substan-

tally unused or is used wholly or

mainly for agticultural w:ﬂommm
and which is acquired for settle-

ment for agricultural or other pur-
So there is no effective change
proposed and the original cbjec-
tion remains : that the jurisdiction
of the courts can be excuded
where agricultural land is ac-
quired for the purposes of settle-
ment for agricultural purposes.

While the Legal Resources
Foundation makes no reference to
President Mugabe's latest state-
ments on land, observers note
that he has repeatedly promised
during his election campaign to
make more land available for re-
settlement, whether or not the
government has the money to pay
forit.

Som.m.ummﬁgwm._cmr:m Nkomo
also never misses the opportuni
to say that the SEMW took m..»w
land when they occupied the

country 100 years ago, so wh
should the Emﬂﬁ not mmwm it cmn_m
The State television service has
given massive coverage ‘in its
news bulletins to the Mugabe
presidential campaign. .
He is being challenged by the

Rev Ndabaningi Sithole of Zani .

(Ndonga) and Bishop Abel Mu-
zorewa of the United Parties, Sit-
hole’s trial on allegations of con-
spiring to assassinate Mugabe has
been postponed until after the
¢lection to avoid accusations of
political harassment: - _
Small crowds at opposition
rallies at which quite often the
leaders fail to tum up emphasise
the widely-held view that a Mu-
gabe victory is a foregone conclu-
sion with ”mm key issue the num-
bers who actually vote. -
Independent Foreign Service.
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BULAWAYO — The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank-initiated early retirement and
retrenchment schemes introduced
in 1991 for both the public and pri-
vate sectors are creating a new form
of destitution in Zimbabwe.

It is happening among more than
50 000 former workers lured into
the schemes. Both the IMF and the
bank recommended the measures,
which were attempts to reduce
government _expenditure and to
replace manpower with technology
in the private sector.

‘When the economic structural
adjustment programme (ESAP) be-
gan five years ago there were glow-

indigenous entrepreneurs would be
created, using the packages and
financial assistance from the gov-
ernment’s Social Dimensions Fund
to train retrenched or retired work-
ers in business management.

That has since turned into a pipe
dream for thousands of retrenchees
whose meriey has run out, forcing
them to 1ok for scarce jobs. The un-
employment rate now exceeds 40%.

ing predictions that a new breed of

Zimbabwe retrenchment
leave thousands

d

“T'he transition is not easy. The
world of business is different from
employment. We are being squeezed
out by the more established organ-
isations,” says Douglas Muchemwa,
who quit the health profession to
start an equipment migplies pervice
which flopped after the Social Di-
mensions d turned down his ap-
plication on the grounds that there
was overtrading in that sector.

Deputy Labour Minister Alois
Mangwende says that from 1991
95 000 workers were retrenched
from the private sector_ and 13 00
received trajning on how to run
businesses. But only 1 714 projects
with worth US$14,3m were ap-
proved, creating amere 7 000 joba.

The government has also re-
trenched almost 30 000 Eeople and
sntends to lay off another 14 000
during the second phase of ESAP,
due to begin soon.

The bulk of them have since run
out of retrenchment money after
spending it on ambitious projects or
overtraded sectors of the economy.

Others retired to rural areas
where recurrent droughts scuttled

g

e
Gbz ) BdF |2 [1b

their plans, Others have simply
become destitute.

Denford Moyo of the Zimbabwe
National Chamber of Commerce
small business unit says there is a
need to restructure the Social Di-
mensions Fund by setting up a unit

"of business experts to monitor and

advise emerging entrepreneurs.

He said at least a quarter of the
retrenchees had reached an. ad-
vanced age on being retired and
were not eligible for the fund as it
catered for those below 60. Even
those around 55 were often turned
down for fear that they might not be
able to run successful ventures.

This has created tension between
fund officials and the retrenchees.

Public sector statistics show that
up to & third of the retrenchees are
ex-combatants with low education.
and business skills who have:squan-
dered their packages on overtraded,
unprofitable and vulnerable ven-

- tures, such as bottle stores or gen-

eral dealerships. Some, from neigh-
bouring countries, have no rural
bome fo retire to and have since
turned to squating. — ATA,
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; Michael Hartnack (. . abo(%?’?;:!- He %ae levy has been
; , educted by the auctioneers. - ’
i .HARARE — Zimbabw - “Simultaneously with the presen-
! growers are in shock ove ation of the finance Bill, jmposing
j ment plans to impose a.5% he 5% levy on eve! bale of the fore-.
: holding tax-on every bale: » cast'205-million ilogram crop, par-
f R14bnerop:, .. ..t .o .~ lament was asked to condone over-
i N Second reading of a Bill toimpose §pt nding by government ministries .
| "the levy on the, country’s major ex-; ~ totalling R80m. , . )
[ . port had been deferred to-t U2 Home Aﬂ'airs‘L.Ministeri:Dumiso
! . i while frantic lobbying " fro Dabet;%}va retorteéd with'a threat to
\ 1 400 mainly white tobacco, . bring all police work in Zimbabwe to
1 4., continues behind the scene o halt if MPs.did not condone R56m
j 7" " If enacted, the Bill theo- . unauthorised:gpending; more than
.. retically. bring ;R70m in 25% aboveits 1 ote N
ment coffers from-the to .. Backberche : ;
f tion floors: Building societi sts expecte
i . a bond crisis, -are equally tify exte
i . about ?rovisions {0 .1my levy, bringing
T withho ding tax on inter | 45% on. incomes  over R26 000 a
ordinary taxpayers have voiceg: %ear.; Acting Finance Minister Her-
~ .rage at a clause extending the: bhert' Murerwa seid the' measures
* 1004-95 “drought levy’:whi -were necessary, to pay for,imports of !
best rains in 16 years arefall ize at about R672 a toninstead of |
"~ The Bill comes again b R480budgeted. . - W ‘
# . ground of_qonﬁpuedﬁre : 3. Thie tobacco levy was essential if
ability to curb, spendi g whichlast. _revenue-raising.méasures were to'
. financial year pushed the;deficit to . - *applied ¢ éqlqitably” . . Approxi-
. . more than 14% of GNP, I;é\;ulti_x_lgi_.ﬁ tely. 75%. of ast year's tobacco
40% inflation and state monopolisa- * ¢rop, worth R1;8bin when dpropessed L
o, tion of the internal moneymarket, Jor. p:_cpprt,,wag,i)rodl‘:ce by com-
o Zimbabwe’s banking sectoriisre- ercial ‘owers whose . confidence !
i portedly dismayed by thé prospect: has alreadybeen eroded by, the 1993
" 5..0f bankruptcies among farmers who ;- ZLand Acquisition-Act, placing them'
, ccipvill be unable to repay outstanding’ under threat of state takeover, for
i 3¢ loans, contracted at interest ratesof reallocation oftheir farms toblacks.
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Harare — Michael Laidler, t‘héhe'ac'i'
of a visiting EC delegation, says th}
European Union will give: Zim-§’

babwe more than Z$300 rmlll,on»,
(about R122 million) this yeaf, fory " ha
drought relief, health and educahon #

projects. ¥

Laidler said yesterddy: z'the
European Union was withholdifg’
disbursement of . a

until Harare met some fiscal ta:gei's
agreedmith the World Bark and the
IME.

“Wg can only release the funds if
the IMF conditions have been met.
The government is aware of that.
One of the conditions is that the
economic reform  programme

targets haye Fbeen “met;?he .sai
& “We would like fo Be ds helpful as+
uct, and by June bring down annual

furthisr k
Z$175 million for economic reforms -

. possible and disburse thie-finds we

that have: tOrbe met “
. The IMF and the
‘ World Bank — mar-
- shallers of Western aid
% for Zimbabwe’s eco- £
nomic ‘reform pro- Jg
3+ gramme launched in' "*
1991 — last year sus-
pended further disbursement of aid
for the reforms after the govern-
ment failed to meet some cost-sav-
ing targes.

The IMF has supervised a shad-
ow programme under which the

\ﬁ

I ducf

40 péreeént of gross domestic prod-

inflation to 17 percent
from the present
Peﬂdmg 28 percent.

Local economists
say the government
has no hope of
achieving the infla-
tion target after the

“_,; - annual rate  hit
" 28 percent in January,

the highest since
April 1993 when it was pegged at
30,7 percent.

Laidler said: “We are waiting to
see ... the March figures, after
which we understand the IMF will
send a mission to Zimbabwe.”

oT (R) 3[3[% -

Vgovemment has fo sharply cut state
- spending, which accounted for

Part of the Z5300 million t¢ be’
disbursed would be used to buy
drugs for Zimbabwe's cash-
strapped state hospitals which have-
been hit by a shortage of essential-
medicines.

“We have stated that we will
finance only budgeted items in the"
health sector, such as drugs, build-.
ing clinics and hospitals, and not”
recurrent expenditure such  as-
salaries and vehicle costs. A large-
percentage of the funds has and will ¢|-
continue to be provided for drugs ;7
Laidler said. 8

Drought relief funds- he said)i ]
would boost the government’s pro-+
gramme to distribute free crop arid”
seed packs as well.as food handouts™ |
for those in need following a fall‘in
last year’s harvest due fo drought:
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+local: com'pany'ma ad beeti 1
pem'ussmnby the i rporahont set:|

upa lar phiong service.
IBu new: set of shflmg‘re

: PTC pub : .
depar&nent says recent. problems,
\ espeqal‘ly with' the Telecommunica-
sk w with' South iAfrica ;
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\pathy, a muzzled press,
ind an Act which finances
ne election campaign of the
uling party ensures Robert
Augabe will again be
iresident of Zimbabwe,
eporis Brian Latham

$ Zimbabweans prepare

on March 16 and 17,

even a fraction of the
:sources to pose a challenge to
obert Mugabe's government.

Bishop Abel Muzorewa and the |
everend Ndabaningi Sitheole are |#
oing to the polls as ill-prepared

mbs to the slaughter.
Apathy has gripped the nation as

ohody doubts that Mugabe will, for |

1e fifth consecutive time, make a
ean sweep.

Muzorewa’s party headquarters, a
athetic little office on the third floor of
run-down building in Harare's city

mire, lacks even a telephone. And his

nited Parties workers, peering over
les of cheap recycled paper, rarely
10w their leader’s whereahouts. “He
a busy man, he is out campaign-
8" they say. “We do not know when
2 will be back.”
And at the bishop’s modest home
1 Harare's outskirts, his matronly,
fable wife tells a similar story as she
kes time off from selling vegetables
her makeshift vendor's kiosk. “He
a busy man. He may be back soon,
ﬁ the car is giving us problems.”

for presidential elections 7

oppesition parties lack
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ID you jump or were you

pushed? The question from

colleagues was understand-
able, given the moumting Jist of
casualties in the Modus House
massacre — last month’s risthless
purge of staffers at Zimbabwe's pre-
eminent independent newspaper,
The Financial Gazette, flagship of
troubled Modus Publications.

I had the satisfaction at least of
handing in my resignation. That
same day a memo had arrived from
management banishing reference to
“personalities” in the news, an
unarmbigucus reference to Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe who is entering
the final week of an election cam-
paign. The same memo sought to
limit unkind references to Zim-
babwe’s leadership by reminding
staffers of the need to produce a
newspaper that was “truly Zimbab-
wean in context and character”.

This Crwellian injunction was
part of an attempt by Modus chief
executive Elias Rusike to “restruc-
ture” The Financial Gazette to make

Jt more palatable to Zimbabwe's
rulers after unprecedented attacks
on the newspaper in the state and

rulin ~artv media.
_— _ 7 7

Nohody left to speak

Zimbabwe’s last ‘independent’ newspaper has bowed to
pressure to tone down its critical stance. Former Financial™
Gazette assistant editor and columnist. Iden Wetherell
mourns the demise of his country’s free press.

attitudes”.

What the party and government
really objected to, of course, was
The Financial Gazette's expostre of
high-leve] corruption, its advocacy
of constitutional reform, and its
insistence upon fiscal rectitude. m a
society where ministers are largely
unaccountable, where presidential
posturing is reported as divine reve-
lation, and the fiscus is regularly ., g
plundered by the ruling party to
sustain its administrative functions,
The Financial Gazette's approach
was indeed subversive,

Modus proprietors obediently
responded to official complaints by
suspending their editor and muz-
zling journalists. Instead of stand-
ing by the editor they silenced him.

The Financial Gazette will iow be
unable to reveal anomalies in the
land redistribution process that
have favoured an official elite; nor
will it be able to raise questions
about government’s spending prior-
ities which have led to the collapse "
of hospital services and the closure™ |
of training institutes while Mugabe
and his cabinet award themselves
salary increases of up to 1349%.

In my four years as assistant to :




i bishop is a ways “busy”.

Sithole is also suffering setbacks. He
s made a middle class suburban
yme his party headquarters and,
hile there is at least a telephone,
ere is also an air of defeat. Sithole
1s accused his wife, Vesta, of work-
\g against him by colluding with
ugabe's ruling Zanu PF.

The utter hopelessness of the oppo-
tion's bid for leadership is exacer-
ated by Zimbabwe's notorious Polit-
.al Parties Finance Act which gives
1e ruling party R12,5-million a year
»m the state’s coffers.

No other party benefits from state
unding, nor do they profit from the
1se of government helicopters, trans-
jort and blatant propaganda from the
state-controlled media. Mugabe enjoys
J1 these benefits and uses them

2

Secure: Robert Mugabe is sure to remain Zimbabwe’s president for

another five years

unashamedly. He also has a massive
civil service and the shadowy Central
Intelligence Organisation working for
his party’s self-perpetuation.

So while Muzorewa and Sithole
heaver away with their lieutenants,
fretting over limited resources and
inadequate funding, Mugabe flits
effortlessly around Zimbabwe attend-
ing rallies organised by faceless
bureaucrats. And while Mugabe's
campaign is reported on by fawning
party hacks, the opposition faces ill-
disguised antagoenism from Zim-
babwe’s muzzled media.

Both Sithole and Muzerewa know
the battle is lost. While both men claim
+wo million supporters, Muzorewa

zllfl |

PHOTO: HENNER FRANKENFELD

concedes he “believes in miracles”,
implying that only a miracle will get
him into Zimbabwe’s State House.
In reality not even Mugabe can
claim two million supporters. Political
discontent may be rife in Zimbabwe,
but the absence of any real alterna-
tive to Mugabe has bred an all-perva-
sive indifference towards politics.
While history shows that Zanu PF
is not above chicanery at the ballot
box, this month’s presidential elec-
tions will prove that vote-rigging will
not be required. Zanu PF's grip on the
countyy is so strong, and its tentacles
spread so far into all sectors of soci-

one more five-year term.

ety. that Mugabe is safe for at least

_ [t was Lae newspaper's satirca. -
commments which raised high-level
hackles, When Mugabe referred last
year to the human rights body, Zim-
Rights, as an organisation of “Zim-
Looters”, The Financial Gazette's
Muckraker column replied that
such charges were inappropriate
emanating from the chairman of
Robbers and Muggers (RobMug)
Lid.
Zanu PF's argan, The Peoples
Voice, charged the intention of
Financial Gazette writers was to
“play havoc with the minds of the
majority ... This psychologjcal war-
fare has as its objective the brain-
washing of Zimbabwe's media prac-
titioners so that they adopt anti-
national and thus anti-Zimbalywe

@070 .abvus ACUDE UIIL. aS a
columnist committed to disclosing
the cormection between flawed gov-
ernance and national impoverish-
ment, [ was privileged to serve &
newspaper with the courage of its
conwictions — situated at the cut-

| ting edge of Zimbabwe's democrati-

sation process. That process has
suffered a serious blow with the
effective silencing of The Financial
Gazette's voice and Ncube's depar-
ture. By their actions, its timid pro-
prietors have ensured — wittingly o
unwittingly — that the country’s
well-entrenched ruling elife no
Jonger has to answer for its con-
duct, a situation perilous to good
governance and inimical to the
interests of all Zimbabweans.




ence from Britain, is being sub-
ected to too ‘many piecemeal
Changes whenever the ruling
.party has a unilatéral view of
ome parts which it feels inappro-
riate or when it dislikes court in-

“To amend the constitution
every year as if it was an ordinary
law ... is not only dangerous for
our freedoms and liberties, but
undermines’ and devalues the
constitution,” said ‘Welshman
cube, a university law profes-

sor, adding: “This is in itself dis-
turbing in that the constitution is
meant ... to be the most basic and
most fundamental law of the
country” .
The pending changes, Zim-
babweans say, are blatant dis-
-crimination against women and
that the amendments are being
made not just to tighten immigra-
tion and citizeriship laws, but to
overrule’ and reverse Supreme
Court decisions.

While foreign women married
to Zimbabwean men are entitled
io automatic right of citizenship in
Zimbabwe, previously, foreign

dence, let lone citizenship, The.

mienhad to satisfy-certain:immiz:

gration criteria, such as possess-.
ing ‘scarce skills: or-a:US$50°000
{about R195 000) investment pro-
jeet T v B

meénts :last year,",the - Supreme:
Court ruled:that husbands of four-

" Zimbabwean swomen who, had:

been deiiied résidence by;theims’
migration could freely reside and
seek employment here, .
. The court argued that the im-
migration pragctice contradicted a
section of the constitution which:.

" i But Ergoﬁ_mu Hﬁmﬁm“_nmmr :

; Wean wonien,” lamented: Elizg
“beth.-Feltoe,- 2 ‘member-‘of

.and Peace.

-giving -the impression -that "the-.

es for. equal protection”6f
elaw regardless of gender, and
that-denying theni:permission t
live here- isly: i

Cathiolic Conimission for Justice’

“Experts m.m%,.ggm ...‘“oE..ﬁ_.“
decisions undermines " Zimbab-
we's imagé internationally, by.

3 ..,,wﬁuﬁm&mwmmoao.‘omm._ 5
istion of Wornen Lavey

e

. government should impose police
- checks and employ Interpol to
| soreen criminals from genuine
" families and make follow-ups oit
« the applicants.

mam.ywﬂwu all, the trend all over the
sworld is that more men commt

¥ crime than women, added Zigo-
. o

* tracting marriages of convenience
~ with foreign men who seek to
‘marry merely to obtain the bene-
 fits of Zimbabwean citizenship,
© only goes to emphasise the unjus-

.

" tifiable assumptions that women

“The suggestion that women
" need to be protected from con- -

are incapable making mature de-

disions,” read a joint stateriient by

seven. women and human rights
bodies. )
The most commonly voiced
argument, which was endorsed
by President Robert Mugabe re-
cently, that it is against Zimbab-
wean culture for a man to live at
the wife’s natal home, is dis-
missed by women in that custom-
ary law should not be applied to
ixed marriages. o
Ex,mrm% Hm:m that cultuieds dy-
namic and that there isno'need to
continue to follow redundant cul-
tural practices.




t lied Znnbabwe Telewsmn
 before a presidential elec-
xt week, Mugabe also ac-

loeal mdustrlahsts of abus-‘

against a popuIatmn growth of.
. aver 3% ayear: -

“We have done our part, Bt

'the private businéss community
" “has not always played 1ts part, a

positive role,” he said. -

:

‘nually over the past 10 years papulanon-gettm mtomdustty

Weare. persuadmg compas

nérsaldon ( 1

like Lontho:or; Rlo {Tinto, cannot

havé bIack“parmers,ﬁ’ }.‘I.E:‘."Sﬂld ey
“We will coritinueito persitade

Heé' said mahy firms -were them;to btk if thiat.oesi't work,

. -evading tax and fraudulently

transferring money to other states.

Ancofficial wi
ation of. Zimbabwe JIndustties, |
who declined to- be 1dent1f1ed
said the charges-wéreunfair. - -

. “There maybe some cases. that © . tog

the Confeder-

we: have. to, {ry-other methods,
the 72-year‘old: pres1dent said’.

.+ Muigabe’s:- governmen ha
over the:past; four:years-solidly
backédblack -empowerment pres-
siire.groups who hagebeentrymg

fall in that'category but think:it'g. the ]

rather-unfair to sy a majority of
companies, are ..

 to electioneering,”

‘ guilty -of those: gwe “hard
+_vices,-he said.. ”Lf_t’s ]ust putdts  Z$300-ri

EiiropéariUnion sai
“up mebe\bwe1 over

Tiory) this: jféar

‘Mugabe is widely’ expeéted fo!' hedlth afidreducat
‘ o

Wm a fourth tel

pos

igle, both regard
.weakhngs, in’ th
Tt cloé

inoffice: agamst ‘

block more
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i Zimbabwe is a foregone conclusion.
- We can also éxpect a lot of crowing -
about-the extent of the turnout by the °
4,5-million registered voters which,
woc. will ‘be told,-confounded E.mm._n.
‘tiohs of apathy’ mmc.n voters’ rolls lack -~
&_ local credibility.) .
> ' More informative is the contrastbe-
-~ tween the style of politics here —
where white and foreign-dominated
big business is being blamed for all the
sicountry’s economic woes— and that in
" “neighbouring Zambia, whére there re-
. t"rhains ho significant white population.

_. elections that whip.up euphoria among
- leaders and their loyal voters, but com-
: pletely fail to address the real issues
' &nﬁmﬁmmd% the wider outside world.
.Inthe dying days of the ill-fated
3 mw 1963 federation, Sir-Riy Welen-
mw% nmﬁmm an election at-“which his

mﬁ.mm territories.

,EE% were to be left to the tender
mercies of, respectively, Hastings Ban-
da AZ%mmmHmbm\Smumﬁv Kenneth

#nd the Rhodesian. Front AMOﬁFmE
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe). K

' Tan Smith pulled & simil&4¥ stunt in
1977, when his waragainst Africanna-
tionalist guerrillas was out of hand. He

thanks to high-sounding &wbw; about

“\'"‘of Robert Gabriel Mugabe, 72, in ﬁum,w_
-4 N ywegkend’s .wnmmaoﬁﬂm._ elections | E.

This ¢ountry has a long tradition of '

kept all 50 white constituencies,

,.BmE&EEﬁm standards”, “securing
the pogition-of the white people” and
ever giving in to communist terror”.

‘With the election “won”, Smith

““Abel Muzorewa whose United African

National Council (UANC) had proba-’

- bly done more for the guerrilla cause

“than any other organisation by provid-

“ing d countrywide network of recruit-
, Eobﬁ since mmEuum escalated in 1974.

Muzorewa's own April 1979 election
victory, when he robed himself vainglo-
riously in leopard skins and had him-
self trekked to the prime minister’s
‘residence in an ox wagon, was another
ballot box fantasy. Inexorable foreign
&Eosmﬂn pressures were building up.

. The only memorable momeént in the
otherwise boring, predictable and ir-
relevant campaigning for this week-
end’s presidential elections came on
March 9 when politburo information
secretary Nathan Shamuyarira conde-
scended to a radio debate with Rev
Ndabaningi Sithole, 76, who is chal-
lenging his ex-lieutenant, Mugabe.

.. The other n_umbmumma. Muzorewa,
tiow aged 71, refused to participate in
gﬁmm_um s mvmmﬂnm

Sithole, who in 1962 initiated the !

38. ‘against white rule in former
 Rhodesia, seized his unprecedented ac-

Kaunda (Northern | Epommmmmﬁmﬁrumu sinmmm to, air time to make a mass of al-

"legaticns cn,.noﬁdm.ﬁcﬂ mmmEm_.. Mu-

gabe -and his. ministers, ruining his~

case by; SH'E mNmmmmumSob {(“some of
them have 10'to 20 farms”) and total
absence of substantiating detail.

. Sithole denounced Mugabe’s poli-
ﬁmm but had nothing to offer in their

noren o&M

promptly conceded one-man- one-vote y
id handed the country over to Bishop

= mv J<ibs ¢
place except farcical cno ises of land
and cash handouts for all, while at the
sametime safeguarding white farmers’
B .,H.ﬁrﬁm and curbing wasteful spending.
r ' Broadcast when most Zimbabweans
Were having a Saturday’ afternoon
;mbooum. the debate ended with Shamu-
yatira (who at least kept his dignity).
‘saying Eﬁﬂm—um was revered as the man

who brought victory and m_.mm&cg at™
, Eam 1980 independence.
‘'t “That is a lie — that is ‘& lie”
moummsmm Sithole.

* As the microphones ﬂmﬁn mmmm his
voice could be heard shrieking accusa-
tions that Mugabe had m&mn_nmm the
guerrilla forces. As if Zimbabwe’s un-
employed — 2-million of them, and

- many born since 1980 —cared..

‘Whether Mugabe — or ma,no_? or
Muzorewa — claims most crédit for the
1980 departure of 200 000
nialists”, they have been foll
by more than 440000 job:seeking

“blacks, including 14 000 skilled doc-
tors, mining engineers, moao:bnmbﬁm
and other fugitives from a’ mﬁmmumﬁn
economy and iax rates of 45% ‘on in-
comes above R2 100 a Bo.._ﬁ.rﬂf
. Sovereign independence’lias seen
theinstallation of an IMF official at the
teserve bank to “tell our 14ds what to

- do”, as economics wwommmmoﬂ w_.H_ou%
Hawkins put it. What mo<mu.9m=€ 2

. gmﬁbmmumummﬂomﬁ PR TR

Mugsbe’s foreign policy — of ﬁ.ﬁﬁm

" to put a frontline states/SADC bridle
“on Pretoria’s power to make decisions
for itself and the region, has been a to-

‘. tal failure. President Nelson gmﬁmﬂm
and the 10 other leaders tinited to’ ““inadén tpon them as’

block gﬁmmvm s ambition to vﬁmmuﬁm.

for . 211

‘obvious: Zimb abwe’

:w.

cm ﬁr new: mmmoﬂmﬂoﬂ

‘om modnrmun African statés?: (as the

longest serving head of, mnmmmv >

.The survival here cm 70 o.@o-mﬂobm

‘whité remnant has m:ﬁb Mugabe, and

his 78-year-oid Snm-vu.mm&obn Joshua

' Nlkomo, the convenient scapegoat de-
‘fiied the rulers of neighbouring Zam-

_bia, who.face the naked wrath;of their
.EG overished voterslater-this year. -

Mugahe and Nkomo spoke of immi-

" nent transfers of farms, businesses

3

‘and wealth t¢ the;11,2:millioh blacks’
' instead of the mmumnmﬂos of “fresh ‘in-.

‘vestment (now going south -of the

- Limpopo). Whites, say Mugabe and

Nkomo, have no moral righit to own
anything since it is “our” country. ,
 The recent furore over the intro-
duction of cellular phones proved what
most blacks already know — that it is

"not only whites but anyone outside the
tuling elite who does not, in the eyes of

government, have the right to own any-
thing. Rural voters who fail to vote
know they risk loss of relief food for
their “disloyalty”.

The collapse of independent local
journalism is merely symptomatic of
Zimbabwe’s ‘chronic WmmEoHiHmmm of .

expertiseand free niinds;

No-one has the ¢ourage ﬁopmﬂmaw the .
‘being Hm&ﬁam@ to’

even more of a satéllite dep mmunw of
“SA.than, mEump_m.wWommmu mm\ atfthe..
“endofthewar. i

As Mugabe woumb% nmﬂmwum&mw his re- -
election for a third six-year ﬁmnﬁrmb“m :

people need to look:long.and ' wmw.w.mwm&_ w

the, demands that: will® oly. e
Eummbmwm im-~
ﬁomm nrmamm?mm acrogs E»m b:ﬂuom_o“

4

.,E'_Q
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Mmsm ZSm he’s wooing

wcr»s;%o The first vehicle in the motorcade |
- comes bucking down the dust road, past the tall
i-maize plants and patches of ﬁ:os chrysanthe-
" mums, and the small heat-dazed crowd in the grassy
» ¢learing acts as if it has been hit S_E a massive
charge of electricity.

Children wilting after four hours in the sun with-

..-out food spring to their feet and eagerly wave little
= paper flags. A clutch of drowsy, heavy-bottomed
mations in skirts bearing the face of President Robert
+ ‘Mugabe leap to their feet and burst into a jiving
; praise song.
“ Aseemingly endless procession of 18 vehicles
speeds in and they jerk to a halt. Heavily-armed sol-
diers with fixed bayonets spill out and sprint to the
edges of a dlearing. Men in sunglasses, dark suits and
bulges at the hip fan out.

Politicians and security men might outnumber
*- the crowd of about 300.
¢ Ablack curtain in the back seat of a low-slung
.. bullet-proof Mercedes-Benz limousine twitches and
- Mugabe emerges. :

v He waves briskly, but keeps his distance from the
adulating crowd. .

* Donald Ndlov, a lorry driver in his forties, looks
i on wide-eyed.

i+ “Why do they fear us?” he asks softly.

;' Thisis the Zanu (PF) campaign show, on the road
. for five weeks preparing for presidential clections
i this Saturday and Sunday.

It is a huge, well-oiled machine employing thou-
sands of people and costing millions of Zimdollars.

The performance is repeated unvaryingly whes-
ever the show is taken around the country. The flags,
.. the bunting and the party buttons give it the gloss of
~ a Western campaign.

Mugabe is seen as facing only token opposition
-from veteran black nationalist the Reverend Nda-
baningt Sithole, chief of the Zanu (Ndonga) party,
-and Bishop Abel Muzorewa, head of the oan:%
.narned United Parties,
However, Mugabé,
His rhetoric ﬁm% ﬁw«

n.u‘.&.

Z|ak

olice —
the voters

2b2

BULLETPROOF: Zimbahwean President Robert Mugabe, seen arriving at a function, has a penfchant for
travelling in huxury motorcades bristling with heavily-armed soldiers and secret police for security.

of Bulawayo is laced heavily with threats against
white farmers, white industrialists and black opposi-
Hon figures.

When he speaks, he remains remote under the
shade of a dais.

This is Matabeleland in the west of the country
where memories of the massaczes of thousands of
civilians by the Zimbabwe army in the mid-1980s
are still strong, but Mugabe speaks through an inter-
preter in Shona, the language of the eastern two-
thirds of the country.

The posters tied to the trees are in Shona as are
the messages on the T-shirts. That vmo_u_m have been
waiting four hours is irrelevant.

“He will only come if there are enocugh people,”
says an officer of the Central Intelligence Organisa-
tion, the secret police.

“If there are not enough, ! will tell him on this
adio not:to come on.”
We are’Tucky today. ARd mbﬁ:Em E%Ew out of
Em o&EmQ is not taken lightly. .

A senior plainclothes policeman observes me
counting the number of vehicles in the motorcade
and demands to know why.

“You want to report negatively on Zimbabwe,”
he insists.

My notebook, Press card, blood donor’s card and
everything in my wallet is scrutinised minutely and
confiscated while a growing knot of men in suits
make laborious notes.

Iam forced to read out shorthand notes. My car is
searched and one officer carefully prises open a little
canister of dental floss.

Heads nod when a business card from the Econe-
mist Intelligence Unit is found. I am to be taken to
Bulawayo “for vetting”, but after lengthy consulta-
tions with a senior party official they decide to let me
go and my documents are returned.

Nearly an hour after Mugabe’s dramatic arrival I
2m allowed to rejoin the crowd and catch the eridFof
w.mmmmn but not withotit two mien in 'dark glasses
amuasm ehind me, — Sapa
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METHODIST VILLAGE
— The schoolchildren
have been waifing in the
clearing since 11am with
no ghade apart from lit-
tle cardboard sun visors
— and nothing to eat. It
is nearly four hours lat-
er, and they are begin-
ningto drop.

The rest of the 200
people from this small
viilage just west of Bul-
awayo are mostly elder-
ly, frail people who have
been waiting just as
long. On the podivm, fur-
nished with large arm-
chairs for the cheffes
(slang for party bosses),
a bored secret police
agent with dark glasses
lounges under the shad-
ed canopy.

The trees are be-
decked with posters. A
1950s Ford arrives toun-
load a goat from the boot.
This is tied to a tree, a
gift for the man party
functionaries call “the
most authentic and con-
sistent  revolutionary
leadex”.

A lot of trouble has
gone into setting this up.
But even at this hour, it
is still not clear if Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe
will bother to turn up for
the next stop on his elec-
tion campaign.

uch poople, | will st
enough people, jus
tell them on my radio he
should not come,” said

| another secret agent.

Token opposition

iy It ile: the fifth weetrkac;)lf'
ngabe’s campaign trai
for the couniry’s presi-
dency, going for his 16th
year in office and run-
ning against a token op-
gnsition, with voting on
aturday and Sunday
this week. It has been
made clear that the rally
at the village - like all

The hazards posed by a

Mugabe el

the other dozens of
venues across Zimbabwe
— does not have much to
do with winning the
hearts of voters.

The next few minutes
show that election cam-
paigning in Zirobabwe
by Mugabe’s party is not
the Western-style affair
suggested by the flags
and campaign buttons,
but an intimidating
show of power in the
style of Africa’s now
nearly vanished one-par-
ty-states and the presi-
dents for life who used to
e h-speed proc

gh-speed proces-
gion of 18 vehicles — in-
cluding an ambulance —
comes bucketing down
the dirt road past high
flowering maize plants,
and pulls sharply to a
halt. A score of soldiers
armed to the teeth leaps
out and sprints to posi-
tions on the edge of the
clearing. Men in dark
suits and sunglasses fan
out, most of them with a
hand thrust inside the
breast of their jackets. In
a matter of seconds, the
small crowd of villagers
is almost outnumbered
by security men and
politicians.

Donald Dube, a
breakdown truck driver,
looks onin awe.

“Why do they fear
us?” he agks quietly.

From behind the cur-
tained windows of a
sleek black, bullet-
proofed Mercedes-Benz
emerges the president.
Children, suddenly ac-
tive, wave flags and the

troupe of ~Zaou (PF)
women’s league singers
launches into shrill song:
and a shuffling jive.
With a brisk wave, Mu-
gabe acknowledges the
adulation, but remains
remote and makes no at-
tempt to mingle with the
patient crowd.

He speaks from under
the shade of the podium,
delivering & series of
promises of more roads,
dams, jobs and money,
with a heavy lacing of
threats against white
farmers to seize their
land without compensa-
tion, i the coun—

& iny ialists, most

whom are whites, and

This is Matabeleland,
where memories of the
massacres of thousands
of civilians in the mid-
19805 by the Zimbabwe
army are just below the
but M
speaks in Shona, the lan-
guage of the people who
dominate the -
ment. His must
be translated into Nde-
bele. The campaign
posiers tied to the trees
are also all in Shona.
“Who are they trying to
jmpress here, the geople
who can’t geeak hona,
or Mugahe? asked a lo-
caljournalist. .

THe large security en-
tourage following the
campaign has its own
ideas about how journal-
ists shouid behave.

A senior plainclothed
policeman sees this re-
porter counting the

ection tour .

262) BD 14]3]1b

number of vehicles in the
mqtcc])drcade, :md':l etll: bam
y surroun: Y A

Elmmtv of men in dark
gases. They demand to
ow why I am counting
the vehicies, and the se-

ingists:

nior officer “Yoh
want to report negative-
lyonZi " '
Notebook taken

The contents of my
wallet — except the cash
— are confiscated and
g;rd.vehmle i PI:BB

,vehicle registration
and blood donor’s card
are laborionsly recorded.
My notebook is taken
away — after an officer
orders me to read out
passagenin shorthand. ™

My. car is ed
carefully and an officer

prises open a dental flogs -

container. The discove

of a businens card froy
the Economist Intelli-
Unit causes a stir.
v want to take me fo

Bulawayo “for vetting”.
A senior a.rlz officisl
is consulted and, nearly
an' hour after being
picked up, they return
my documents and ailow
me to rejoin the crowd
for the last few minutes
of Mugabe’s s But
two men in k suits

Meanwhile, Michael

Hartnack mEurm Nda-
baningi Sithole, 76, de-
geribed by his lawyer as
“suhject to fita of senili-
ty®, has announced his
withdrawal from this
weekend’s presidential

. stand behind me.

-election.— Sapa-DPA.
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imbabwe market

I No szgmﬁca,nt changes in policie (ix ecte

' HARAR-E ~ Zimbabwe's
share market has
already discounted the
outcome of this week-
end’s presidential elec-
tions, widely expected
to be won by President

Robert Mugabe aithough -

pre-poll rhetoric has

. slightly.disturbed stocks.
Economic: analysts
and market officials said
the market expected no

significant changes in-

policies after the March
16-17 elections despite
Mr Mugabe’s verbal
attacks against the coun-
try’s predominantly
white industry leaders.

“The market has dis-
counted the fact that the
president will win the
elections hands down so
it feels there will be no
significant changes in

policies which will h

an impact on the mar—

ket,” Zimbabwe Stock

Exchange (ZSE) chair-

man Mike Tunmer said.
Mr Mugabe, 72, is

widely tipped to win-

another six-year-term in
office as his only oppo-
nent, Bishop Abel
Muzorewa of the Unit-
ed Parties, is considered
to have too little sup-
port.

His other challenger,

the:;Reverend Nda--
| baningi Sithole, with-

dregifrom the race on

Tue¥day, -claiming Mr -

Mugabe’s government
had framed him in an

alleged coup plot to dis- -

credit him ahead: of the
elections; -

~ During-his campalgn‘ i
Mr Mugabe has accused-

local indusiry leaders of

sabotaging the economy

Mugabe’s rhetoric .
He and a loéal broker

an hrea ened { c{'te/ market activity over the

introduce some state
controls which his gov-
ernment relaxed under
Western-backed reforms
adopted in 1991,

“The tough rhetoric
creates a certain amount
of uncertainty but these
sort of threats have been
made in the past.

“But once the election
is out of the way we
expect him (Mugabe) to
pursue the same poli-
cies thathe has'pursued -

os off electlon

past two weeks was due
more to a price correc-
tion following a six-week
rally than the effect of
the elections.

“The market is driven
more by climatie condi-
tions than elecfions. The
market has basically
taken the view that the
current power base will
not be eroded to any
extent and will continue

to trade in that fashion,”
..one broker said, fglescnb-;' 1

before ”Mr Tunmer‘""l'ngthe market asimixed

said. ‘ ™

Savvas Kynakldes‘ Ofx;'; 1ndex soared.to a‘record.-;
economic-and marketn 4,950, 72 pomts on ~Feb-<";.

‘-'vousness generated in
theé market<by=Mr

said an_easing off:in
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mwwu rally” omos.m a mEEmH _umnm.,:.

FE

noanm 16 wmm—,m mmo.
-Observers.are mcnao

‘. M&Emuﬁa._.ummm_..w: .zoim\wmmiwm

_ma to; great wmamg.uw_ The" mcmm mﬁmm rmmSG.mHBoa wc%mzmam rmed ng - _On& mhm fational officials of his party.
have” rmmn Eozbo conmama&@ E x gzmmwom six-week presidential” cam® .dﬁ: gﬂ@mcm speaks,. praising his -
> paign to the Bo St Hmo_mﬁa JOrners - o».. m_E\Qm role-in’the 1970s' :war to-end

o Ity ees

ers and’ ngmm en, promising ‘more_

& M

land to the’poor’ &‘Emow.m and urging
everyone to vote for him. .

¢= is. wonnn_ to) an a Hmsam_.am

- his: Zanu (PE)’ um& have mounted. a * paign. Earlicr he ¢laitned His: and, _.Sunday,
Smg.o:m ~campaign. “urging umou_m 4o been paid: to. anamnan him E&.&m ) omEmm_mnna to ensure there is a good  ised, well-funded party machinery has

ey

K tur out to show ixiternational opinion _ intended o divorg Ew.. “He is.current- turnout: at.the polls. After 16 years in ,Eon:oma a_string “of rallies before:

‘that they are solidly behind. the man Iy on biil mmoEmo arges of m...uwu_b:m ower; - gﬁmm_un G.wv is assured of  groups _.mbmunm‘mnoa a mms‘ hundred to
, .wmoﬁmn six-year term in office. . several .Eozvmb -

3%

ﬁ&o vmm led the conntry since S&am.au- 1o, mwmmmm:uﬁm Migal _um.

il

.-

hoolchildren and’ women wearing .
&o%om emblazoned with gzmm_um s por-
‘dance "and sing praises to ‘theiir
_ maon ZEumBﬁ speeches are given by

“Rhodesian’Fitle; ».mmn_nbm white farm--.

~ Stern and austere, Mugabe is riot-a-:
but he has mﬁo:mio@  natural campaigner buf the.well-organ- -




‘this week it ‘now
hat Bishop Abel- M
150 piall out, leaving P«re51-
‘nopposed
a's- party lawyefs said
ould meetstoday; to
rgent~application to”postpone
i he: grounds that - Mr Mu-
dvantagé. - :
d that if the. apy 11-'
d:itwa Iikely, he- would thh-

gew

al, of the Rev Nda-'-.




(=L2) .,

By Angus Gova

HARARE - Zimbabwe's presidential
election this weekend is the third since
independence in 1980. Although Robert
Mugabe is assured of a landslide victo-
Iy, previous electioris have been charac-
terised by apathy among the electorate.
1t is business as usual, despite the
extensive countrywide election cam-
paign ,that Mugabe. has mournted,
ma.mly concentrated in the tural areas
where" 70 percent of the country s 11
million people live.
¢ reasons f for the apathy are var-
and:. cumulgu & «They include
unemploymeni“;?k $w running at about
rioration in social
services (such: ‘ heglth and educa-
tion] afid ecmionuc“‘stmctural -adjnst
Bt

i héadsiabove water~w1th the high “prices”
| of: bas1_c consumcr gobds.

i Apari'i'i'etic voters
" The abserice of “iriy serfous opposition -
" group has also contributed to voter apa-
thy. Even within the rulmg party Zanu
(PF) itself, the mood is downbeat as
party faithfals are confident that
Mugabe will have a walkover.
. Tronically, the good rainy season has .
also contributed to the lack of enthusi-
asm, as the country’s backbone industry
- agriculture, hit by two ' consecutive
years of dought — concentrates on ha-
vesting aiid rebuilding stock.

On the other hand, big and small

companies in organised commerce antl

industry have been reeling under puni-

tive interest rates. Many have gone into
liguidation, others are retrenching work-
ers, and some of the country’s largest
companies have been hit by a spate of
strikes over wage increases.

Locked in litigation

In the civil service, workers are locked
in litigation with the Government oyer
the non-payment of bonuses for 1995.
The govemment pldaded bankruptcy but
at the same time saw fit to award the
president, cabinet' ministers and mem-
bers of parliament salary increases of up
to 100 percent.

The two other contenders for Zim-
babwe’s presidency are Zanu (Ndon-
ga) leader, Ndabaningi Sithole, who
many obseivers dismiss as a write-off,
and Bishop Abel Muzorewa of the
United ‘Parties,

anot f",el’ : an

Smce his
return in
1991 from
eight years of
self-imposed
exile in “the
United
States, Sit-
hole’s politi-
cal fortunes
have been on
the decline.
The euphoria
which
marked his ]

refurn quic
ly died down
as he made

e loyment can- hardly“ﬁkeep_ the:r i

nsuceessfully fought his
from !_Chgru Farm outside

arare;
hundrpds of fmilies:ata. rental of R12
<GithplE hiad "ot -attracted any

ingful ?ollowmg, although : ; -
babweans sympathised with'Him"when
the government detained him last year
on allegations of attempting to assassi-
nate Mugabe. It is the latest develop-
taent, though, that has sealed the’ nall in
Sithole's political coffin.

i Earlier this month, he announced
that he is to divorce his wife, Vesta,

whom he accuses of having been paid

huge amounts of money by the rling
party to disrupt his campaign for the
presidency. While Zanu (PF) dismissed
this claim as silly, cbservers says Sit-
hole, at 76, is becoming senile.
Muzorewa, former prime minister of
the Zimbabwe-Rhodesia government,

fares much better than Sithole. but still -

falls far short of posing any meamngful
threat to Mugabe. !

In his campaign rallies, Mirzorews
has challenged Zanu- (PF) stalwarts to,

explain how many of their number, after &

16 years in office, have managed o
_ acquire huge tracts of farmland.

He has also appealed to people s

emotions by bringing in populist issues
like an anti-corruption drive, reduced
taxes, the trimming of cabmet and the
budget deficit.
Of the

three cand1dates, only

Mugabe has released an official election ..
manifesto.in which he cites mdlgemsa-.r-
tion of the economy as the government’s .

‘Electoral process .

ds_hde Wm%’

N

f_:mam thrust in the

records what liesays
are his government’s
successes in'the last
+16 years,- and’ also
mentions land
-reform and resettie-
ment, water and the
rought,. combating
-urban poverty and
- unempiéyment, the
iconstruction. .~ of
affordable - -houses;
- the supply of elec-
tricity and -collective
- bargaining ‘at work
. -places as some of
the central issues,
¥ 'Meanwhile, civil
society groups have- encouraged all
opposition parties to boycott the elec-
tion. They argue that parhcnpauon would
give legitimacy to-an election in which
the ruling party has a grossly unfair
advantage.

The ruling party receives R12 mil-
lion annually from state coffers.
Mugabe on his election campaigy trail,

has used three airforce helicopters as:
well as government vehi¢les and trucks
to ferry people to ralhes

¥

He has also enjoyed wide: pubhclty in;
the official media, including the’ govem—
ment-owned- Zimbabwe: Bmadcasung
Corporation.” -+ - -t

John Makumbe of- the Umvers;ty of
Zimbabwe's’ political science depart-
ment, has argued  that Mugabe will win!
not because he is popular but because
the govemment has made the race unfair.

- by enacting pieces of leglslatmn such as:

the Politicat Parties (Fmance)“zAct and'

“because of an unfair electoral process.

. He -cites the Electoral Supérvisory

Commission as an exarple. The com-’
‘mission is not independent; it #§ appoint-
-ed by, and reports to, Mugabe — an inter-

ested party in the elections.
Anthony Chimbini, director of the!

_human rights group Zim Rights, says the

government should not waste state funds:
On an clecnon whose outcome 1s afor&

‘pov‘ver ‘It i$ not in its nature to run ftee

_.and fair elections.” 4
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arty official declares: "Robert M
ouir king!"We don't rieed thies

fions because kings don’t need {0

that Zimbabwe does niot need any presi-
tial elections atall. - R

we'",
ot (Zanu-PF).

abeth, -why should we have to re-elect

*1. Robert Mugabe?” asks Mutasa, a confi--
ihdant of Mugabe. “Zimbabweans over-

Y helniingly chose Robert Mugabe irpthe, . -
+ 1980 elections, we

Tiliggls 1-

don’t need ‘any more

‘wields . uéo.,m%

“viceyshottly before Mugabe
¢ rally.in Harare's Hightield 1~
. townishi y, Mittdsa: down

7 “thie’” elections™ and  dis:
~fhissed. - criticisms- tha
“Zanu-PE has become cor-
Tupt. “Zanu-PF is a grass- .|
~ . roots mmnw.” m&&.mﬂn_mmﬁmm.. .
.+ #Soif people are disgrumn- -
,ﬁm&....«ﬂ?ﬁNmbc%mmﬂm._:M%

tions, so thiat after 16 years in power.
Will. be: returnied to another six-year -
rm; But few %Eoﬁmﬁ.éo&%wﬁm&.?

foi ‘ad-. .mum&m@n;bﬁm&i&?mﬁm&&aw.f
Eg,w.mem:E Union-Patriotic’

i Mutasa overlooks the fact
‘Britain's monatch, Zimbabw:

m
h, Zimbabve's president

peaking, (to the Independent Nevs Ser-

ssed

layed the importance o

ing  execuitive: pOWeIs.

People are:
Peopie are

+i. Mugal

striggle agaiiist Rhodesian rule. He also
Tisted -his. govérnment’s-success in the

B . N -
cared to

--those  services have

criticise

- nessmienforcheating the

government and called
.. ¢ onthe Harare city ¢ouit-

;. Rev Sithole charges that state security,

#_the notorious Central Intelligence Organi- ¢

.~ .gation (CIO)-has -hounded -him and
~*framed hifn on charges of plottingto as*

" sassinate Mugabe. - R

r .

~" Whether or not his allegations are ac-

&urate, opposition politicians and inde-,
i pendeént analysts say the CIO and Zim-
5if* -babwe’s de ‘facto one-party state have

‘quitthe race “Why did.
tthe Tith higuir?” asked.
ames Zanu-PE: Ridicu-

s g e
%réd his’party’s victories:in"the armed-

1980sin improving health,
* édiiction_and housing,
.4 Rather fhan éxplaif why

.7 groded in the 1990s,.
... Mugabe blameéd busi-.

R . - - 2cil o fix the potholes in the-
L Cijoads. L Vi .o

ab - Fhe withdrawal of Rev. Ndabaningi
-Sithole froin the presidential Tace: does
- niot weaken the legitimacy. of the: presi-
iz- ' dential elections, asserted Mutasa: But -
. - other Zanmu-PE members at the relatively:
* ‘small ralty of some 1 000 people admitted: -
privately that the party is facing growing .
_ - disillusionment and voter apathy:3
" " At the rally Mulgabe derided Rév

'+ people from speaking freely about their

ent.

“didate opposing Mugabe, charges that all
+“€IQ agents. The CIO dct as an arm of
-Zanu-PF, says Muzorewa. +'; o

.. {People are scared to speak
- Margaret Dongp, the iridepen
. ber of parliament, “There is a

pre-

B ‘A.J.HO‘.E I

7 - Dongo, who holds one of only. three

ented o dimate of fear that Rptimicates”

“sentt fear, fear of disappearing féar of the

A

dissatisfaction with the Mugabe govern-

Bistiop Abel Muizorewa, the anly can-

-~non-Zanu-PF seats in- Zimbabwe's 150- .

" membéf parliament, uiges. a boycott of

 go fo the polls alone, for then there will be
“no legitimacy to his claim to thé presiden-
>cy,” says Dongo. ¢ " 0
.. .The'victory of Mugabe is a foregone
conclusion. His supporters -claim he is
. king while his dettactors chiarge his gov-

~the presidential elections. “Let Mugabe

..ernment is oppressive. Both sides suggest *

_ that the impending presidential elections
“*3re seriously flawed. ~ Independent For-
vt E
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HARARE - Amid the drumbeats, dancing and:
ululation of President Robert Mugabe’s re-elec-
tion’ campaign, 2-top -party " official declares:
“Robert Mugabe is our king! We don't need
these clections because kings don’t need to be

re-élécted?” -t

127 Certainly Robert Mugabe (72) is assared of

victory in this weekend’s elections, so that after
16 years in power he will be returned for anoth-

Yer four-year. term. But-few democrats would

suggest that Zimbabwe does not need any pres-
idential elections at all.

mus Mutasa, the secretary for administration in
Mugabe's ruling Zimbabwe African National
Union-Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF).

| Outside interests *

r .

why should we have to re-elect Robert
Mugabe?” asks Mutasa, a confidant of Presi-

chose Robert Mugabe in the 1980 elections, we
dor’t hieed any Taore elections. We are only saf
isfying outside interests, the international com-
munity” - , T T
. Mutasa overlooks the- fact that unlike
‘Britain’s monarch, Zimbabwe’s president
wields sweeping executive powers. Speaking in
an interview shortly before Mugdbe dddressed-

That is exacily the argument made by Didy-

“The British don’t re-elect Queen Elizabeth, -

dent Mugabe. “Zimbabweans overwhelmingly -

e s g ot

and’ dismissed criticisms tbat Zanu-PF has-

become corrupt.” <. TR R 0 T

Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole’s withdrawal
from the presidential race does not weaken the
legitimacy of the elections, asserted Mutasa.

But other Zanu-PF members at the relatively

small rally of some 1 000 people admittedpri-. --

vately that the party is facing growing disillu-
sionment and voter apathy. ‘
At the rally Mugabe derided Sithole’s deci-
sion to quit the race. “Why did Sithole drop out
at the 11th hour?” asked Mugabe. “He blames
Zanu-PF. Ridiculous!” - T
Mugabe’s hour-long speech recounted his
party’s victorjes in the armed struggle against
Rhodesian rule, He also Kisted his government’s
success in the 1980s in improving health, educ-
o ton and housing. Rather -than explain. why

those services have eroded in the 1990s, he

ment.

g )
. Intelligence Organisation: (€10) has hoiinded

him and framed him ori charges of plotting to -

. assassinate Mugabe. Bishop Abel Muzorewa,

““{he only candidate opposing Mugabe, charges -

that all of his 45 rallies have been disrupted by
* 'CIO agents. — Independent Foreign Service.

b : . o " . LT
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a 15a7
downpldyed the .importance of the “¢lections

blamed businessmen for cheating the govern-

Sithole charges {iat-the fioforious: fral
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Political analysts say constitutional qmdno:.:m may be the upshot of the opposition Uo<oon of _u«mm_n_m::m elections in Zimbabwe. .
CRIS CHINAKA of mm:ﬁma reports.

Nwacm.cém s weak and fractious
olitieal opposition may win con-
stitutional reforms soon after bruis-
ing President Robert Mugabe’s
pride by boycotting last weekend'’s
présidential elections, political ana-

) lysts say.

.They say the unexpected total
owuow;_cs boycott, making Mugabe
vietor without a fight, embarrassed
the 72-year-old leader of the all-
powerful ruling ZANU-PF party
g&o was keen to showcase Zimbab-
we as a thriving democracy.

“They will try to put up a brave |

.face by ealling the opposition nosr

ards and continuing to dismiss
demands for constitutional

reforms.But I think once the dust ,

has settled, they will fry to do some-
thing about it,” said John Makumbe,
a respected political analyst at
Harare’s University of Zimbabwe.
«Z ANU-PF is clearly hurt by the
boyeott and that’s probably worth
more than the opposition would
have got from the elections,” he
said of the March 16-17 poil which
many people had expected Mugabe
to win even before the boycott,
The total boycott, unusual for a
generally quarrelsome opposition,
was achieved after Bishop Abel

Mugorewa of United Parties and

veteran opposition leader Nda-
baningi Sithole of the small

rightwing ZAN G.Zaosww party quit
the presidential race in Somﬁom_
fashion at the last minute.

Muzorewa, 71, and Sithole, ....m
joined four other ovUom_ﬁon leaders
who had refused to run in protest
against what they see as unfair elec-
toral rules favouring Mugabe, who
has been in power since indepen-
dence form Britain in 1980, and
ZANU-PF. ’

They complain of Mugabe’s tight
control of dominant state media,
his powers to appoint election
supervisors as well ag 20 members
to Zimbabwe’s 150-seat parliament,
and ZANU-PF's use of and access to
state resources.

Zimbabwe’s supreme court,
which rejected Muzorewa’s 11th-

_hour attempt to delay the presi-

dential elections on these griev-

- ances, is due to consider in June an

application by his United Parties to
declare the electoral laws uncon-
stitutional.

“I think ZANU-PF may want to
forestall a court ruling on that .. and
we may start seeing it working on
some reforms before then,”
Makumbe said.

In the past Mugabe and ZANU-PF
have dismissed the opposition
demands as useless and a cover-up
for their organisational weaknesses.

“That argument will and does not

el

roE water. There is need o H.nmﬁm;
quite a number of laws in our 00ks,
including the electoral laws and I
think, deep down, even ZANU-PF
realises that,” mma ﬁ:&mems
Neube, a Uo_:un.n: m:m_wm» and
lawyer at the University of Zim-
babwe.

But both Neube and Makumbe
said the opposition — torn apart
many times by personality differ-
erices — would have to stay togeth-
er and press ZANU-PF harder for
the reforms.

“They have to press their advan-
tage now but that remains 8 be
seen,” Makumbe mma

— et
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HARARE — Zimbabwe's weak
“and fractious political opposition
might win constitutional reforms
after bruising President Robert
Mugabe’s pride by boycotting last
weekend’s presidential election,
. political analysts say. :
. 'The unexpected total opposi-
tion boycott, making Mugabe vic-
tor without a fight, had embar-
rassed the 72-year-old leader of
the ali-powerful ruling Zanu (PF)
garty who was keen to show Zim-
abwe as a thriving democracy.

. “They.will try to put up a brave
face by calling the opposition cow-
ards and continuing to dismiss de-
mangds for constitutional reforms
... but I think once the dust has

- settled they will try to do some-
thing = about it,” said John
Makumbe, a respected political
analyst at Zimbabwe University.

“Zanu (PF) is clearly hurt by
the boycott and that is probably
worth more than the opposition
would have got from the election,”
he said of the March 16-17 poll,
which many people had expected

o ot -

Wounded Mugab
Initiate politica

Mugabe to win even before the op-
poaition boycott, The total boycott,
unusual for a generally quarrel-
some opgosition, was achieved af-
ter Bishop Abel Muzorewa of
United Parties and veteran oppo-
sition leader Ndabaningi Sithole

of the small right-wing Zanu -

Ndonga party quit the presiden-
tial race at the last minute.'

Muzorewa, 71, and Sithole, 78,
Jjoined four other opposition lead-
ers who had refused to rum in
protest against what they saw as
unfair electoral rules favouring
Mugabe, who has been in power
since independence from Britain
in 1880, and Zanu (PF).

They complain of Mugabe's
tight control of dominant state
media, his powers to appoint elec-
tion supervisors as well as 20
members to Zimbabwe's 150-seat
parliament, and Zanu (PFYs use of
and access to astate resources, in-
cluding an annual government
subgidy of more than Z$30m.,

Zimbabwe’s Supreme Court,

which rejected Muzorewa’s 11th-

l@geeggm% ..

grievances, is due to consider in

- that,” said Welshman Neube;

¢ ‘may

hour attempt to delay the presi-
dential elections on_ these |
June an application by his United
Parties to declare the electoral
laws unconstitutional, )

“I think Zanu (PF) may want to
forestall a court ruling on that ...
and we may start seeing it work-
ing on some reforms before then,”
Makumbe gaid.

In the past Mugsbe and Zanu
(PF) have dismissed opposition
demands as a cover-up for their or-
ganisational weaknesses. .

“That argument will and does
not hold water. There is need to
revisit quite a number of laws in-
cluding the electoral laws and I
think even Zanu (PF) realises

-8 Po-
litical analyst and lawyer at ﬁle
University of Zimbabwe, * " |

-But both Neubie and Makumbe
said the opposition — torn apart
many timeg by personality differ-
ences — would have to stay to-
gether and Fress\ Zanu (PF) hard-
er for the reforms. —Reuter.




Harare — Zimbabwe's President
Robert Mugabe received oneof the
biggest jolts of his 16-year rule
yesterday as results of weekend
elections showed that voters had

' spurned his call for alarge turnout.

With only about 30% of the elec-
torate estimated to have cast their
ballots, his mandate to govern for
another six-year term has been
called into question.

“Mugabe cannot honestly run
the country — his government has
no legitimacy,” said University of
Zimbabwe law lecturer Munya-
radzi Gwisai. .

The head of E__m Catholic Com-
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mission for Justice and Peace;
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own that “democracy is anillu-
" in Zimbabwe 3 ¢ - 0t
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popular suj in 1980. % . -
" "Despite the fact that the elec-
tions degenerated into farce when
the anly two opposition candidates
pulled out, Mugabe put his own
popularity on theline when he con-
tinued to call for a large mandate.

Both Gwisai and Auret said the
roved the need for a major

poll ; i
overhaul of the constitution, which

Mugabe wins presidential electioti ..:cwﬁ Votgts std

& 14/

has been amended sifce indepen-

which Mugabe’

".party is the only oné“to receive

government funding, and which

give the president wide-ranging .

powers over the elections.
Muzorewa pulled out of the

tace on Friday when the Supreme

Court turned down his urgent ap-
plication for a postponement of

362

constitutional - imiportance” and'>*
.could be attributid;partly to the

needed serious consideration; the

. utgentapplication had been made

too late to delay the voting.
" The other opposition candi-

-date to withdraw, the Rev Nda-

baningi Sithole, accused the gov-
ernment’s secret police of sabo-
taging his campaign.

“But the government said both

withdrawals were illegally late

tdyed

i G

home

¢

" the elections unfil after the caseis and the two were still in the elec-
.- heard in June. ) -+ tionwhether they liked it or not:
.+ Chiéf Justice Anthony Gubbay *. -~ Muzorewa and: Sithgle then
d that while the isstes raised: condemined the eléstion s sense
by Muzorewa and his United Par-... less and urged theitsupporters to
,.mmmmﬁmwmw were “of fundamental, .,..hﬂ%win%wcaﬁmﬁwo M AN

Officials said e poor tirnout

mistaken belief that it Wmmnmm no
longer necessary to vote because
there was only one candidate.
Mugabe had waged an aggres-
sive campaign in which he pro-
mised blacks a greater share in the
country’s land and wealth, much |
of which is controlled by the |
white minority. — Sapa-AFF.
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i Robert gcmm_g Bnmimm one of Em
_mmmmw jolts; of ! his. 16-ye

spurned his call fora: _mmmw timmou
With only about 30% of the élec-
orate estimated fo'have cast their.
allots; his riiandate to'govern for-
mzom_mn six-year. termhas, cmmb
‘alled into. question. o
“Mugabe cannot rosmmm% rur;
" thie country - his government has
i0 legitimacy, . said University:of
Zimbabwe law.lecturer:Muny:
adzi Gwisal, ' -
The T,mma om m:m Dmﬁro_._n ﬂoB...




_ae Zimboaowe election taat never was

After a farcical poll,

the country’s citizens are divided about the benefits of having Robert Mugabe as their president. John Fleming reports from Harare.

rhen Bishop Abel
¥ Muzorewa pulled
out of the Zimbab-

¥ ¥ wean presidential
elections late last Friday, the most
disappointed person was proba-
bly President Robert Mugabe.

It wasn't so much the presi-
dent missing out on the dubious
honour of a tandslide victory, but
the impression the election was
supposed to impart to the outside
world.

For Mugabe needed an oppo-
sition, no matter how anaemic, o
be able to boast about a semblance
of multipartyism in Zimbabwe.

A scant 16 years ago, Zimbab-

rate has grown at closer to 3%.
Unemployment, now estimated
at around 50%, is up from about
30% when Mugabe came to
power in 1980,

“We Zimbabweans used to be
proud of what we had,” said Dr
John Makumbe, a political science
professor at the University of
Zimbabwe. :

“People in southern Africa
used to look up to us. Now they
are &eﬂﬂhﬁn withus, .

“Why, even Mozambique has
more opposition thanwe do. It'sa
tragedy,” he said.

Since 1980, ZANU-PE, which
now controls 147 of 150 seats in

we was the great parliament,  has
hope for a strong § ngm succeeded in am-
and lasting multi- 8‘8—.’0—.— ending the Zim-
party democracy = babwean consti-
in southern Africa. B—-—Uu-u-_- Emonnﬂp times.
Then the coun- Each amend-
— try was surround- %ﬂﬂm ment is designed
ed by one-party never —-ﬂﬂ— to strengthen the
states and strong- ruling party, ac-
man rulers in .ﬂﬂ-ﬂ —-e-.-ﬂm cording, to Mak-
Zambia, Malawi ‘ umbe.
and Mozambique, ZANU-FF also
while apartheid reigned in South  has access to the state coffers dur-
Africa. ing election years, while the oppo-

Here was a nation with an
elected leadership that held
promise for the future. And a
president who had the ability to
“take Zimbabwe out of Africa”, as
one of his supporters-turned-crit-
ics recently said.

But Mugabe, and his ruling
ZANU-PF (Zimbabwean African
National Union-Patriotic Front)
party's hold on power, has turned
the country into a one- party state
while the country's neighbours
have moved ahead in democratic
transformation. .

Zimbabwe's economy too has
detetiorated during Mugabe's
rule. . 2

The econémiy has grown at
only:about 2% ‘a year for the past

.10 ‘vedrs; while the -population’ . sassinationi of Mugabe.

sition must find its own way.

The Political Parties Finance
Act gives ZANU-PF close to R16-
‘miltion a year for election cam-
paigning, and access to govern-
ment helicopters and vehicles.

ZANU-PF's intelligence appa-
ratus, the feared Central Intelli-
gence Organisation, is so effective
that it apparently has not only in-
filtrated the pathetic opposition
parties but seems to be present in
all walks of life.

Even Harare cabbies speak of
harassment and colleagues who
have disappeared.

1" Rev Nidabahingi Sithole, leader of

the ZANU-Ndorigo party, is cur:.

 rently on bail fot plotting the as-

Former ‘opposition candidate, -

\

(zb2 u

JOAQ SILVA / AP

Near pointless exercise ... a Zimbabwean woma
Zanu-PF party urged people to vote in the single

On Monday Sithole produced
a document that, if authentic,
proves the CIO framed him for
plotting the assassination.

The CIO agent in charge of the
operation, an operative called
: “Badger”, was named in the CIO
¢ 'documents as a Godfrey Mumba-

' Marwo.

Mumbamarwo, it turns out, is
ZANU-Ndongo's general secre-
tary.

The reverend finally decided
on Tuesday he had had enough,
and pulled cutt ofthie election. -

A few days before the election

it was painfully evident that both
opposition parties were totally,

discombobulated.

Sithole's campaign headquar-
ters lacked a telephone.

During a recent interview the
reverend appeared to have drifted
off to sleep. i

He also ran what he desctibed
as a secret campaign, seldom %a_u.
lily announcing his where-

abouts, and while Mugabe cam-
paign posters adorned public
spaces everywhere, only two Sit-
hole posters were seen in four
days in Harare.

Bishop Muzorewa's campaign
was in similar disarray.

His dingy Harare headquar-
ters also lacked a telephone, and

n casts her vote on Sunday at Queenstone Mine, some 300km south of Harare. President Robert Mugabe’s ruling
-candidate election to prevent an embarrassingly low turnout in the presidential poll.

his aides didn't know exactly
where he was mid-week, but pos-
sibly, they ventured, in Bulawayo.

Given the Zimbabwean oppo-
sition's sorry state, many here
wonder why Mugabe and the
CIO would waste their time.

“The CIO mobilised tor Sithole _
. Foreign Service,

and Muzorewa just so they could

At 20|16

muster an opposition for Mu-
gabe,” said Makumbe.

“Otherwise this whole thin
would have been a joke. Wi
these two senile old men running
for president, Mugabe figured he
could convince gullible EU
ministers and US senators that
everything was just fine in Zim-
babwe,” he said.

Meanwhile, around Harare,
anti-Mugabe voices ring foud but
mostly in private.

In Mbare, a suburb south of
Harare, brothers Tanashe (15),
and 35-year-old Zundewa Mu-
zondiwa fret over the lack of jobs.

Zundewa hasn't worked in
over a year, and his little brother
sees no reason to stay in school.

“This government is just bad,
bad,” said Tanashe. :

“Why should I go to school?
My brother doesn't work, none of
his friends work, but Mugabe and
ail his boys are rich. They take
what should be ours.”

But it is in the rural areas
where most Zimbabweans live,
And it is here where Mugabe en-
joys his strongest support, partly

because food aid has been fun- .

nelled to these people for years,
but also because it is difficult to
come across a rural Zimbabwean
who wasn't involved in the strug-
gle against the white-ruled gov-
ernment.

Beard Chaikapa, a 51-year-old
veteran of the war, sits with his
family on their farm in Somabe,
north of the capital. .

The family sits in a circle feast-
ing on sweet pumpkin, ripe toma-
toes and corn.

“Why should I vote for

change,” said Chaikapa, finishing

off another ear of corn.

. "We've got all we need here.
Robert Mugabe is a great max. I
hope he is my president for the
rest of my life.” - Independent




HARARE — Presxde t Robert Mu-

. gabe’s government has. not ghed its .

hostility to firms with a South- African
't connection, despite five years of eco-
-nomic*liberalisation and supposedly
|. aétive pursuit of foreign investment:”

- Foreign shareholding had proved to -

be 2 -Handicap for the, Murray &
d) Roberts, subsidiary in Zimbabwe, In-
-ternatignal Holdings (IHL), stock ex-
change sources in Zimbabwesaid.
The . quoted construction, plastics
and abrasives group has found the Mu-
_gabe government’s public assurances
about welcoming outside investment to
be “somewhat hollow”, a broker said.
After a good first six months of the
financial year, when profits rose 10%

| to R7m against a backg‘round of gen-

eral industrial pessimism, the compa-
ny iskeen to get on the takeover trail.

But political opposition to .compa-

=nies with the-majority of their-share-

holding held abroad — especially those .

with South African connections — has
| frustrated its efforts, say those in fi-
nancial circles.

' Management will not comment
saying only that “specific prospects are
being looked at”, but it is known that

there is every chance of the central -

bank stonewalling attempts to buy lo-
cal companies.
- THL feIl foul of exchange control reg-
iﬂatmns limiting foreign ownership of
ocal

industrial conglomerate Mashonaland

Holdings, after the central bank found

anies to'25% in its bid for .

‘,4
P

Stock exchangé analysts say
25% rule is often applied to mask P
Litical influerice behind the scenes, -

. “The Reserve Bank. is liftle more, |,
than an agency of the rulmg\ party, .

one dealer said.

. “It can be-ordered to mvok' "the rule :
" for political ‘reasons.’ . This -happened | |
with the Times Media hid for Modus :

Publications. Political mampulatlon‘f

and irrational hatredlof foreign com.

. panies have severely limited'the mﬂo

of foreign capital into the country

The reverse side of the. coin-— dis**|"
investment. by foreign companies — | |
has been seen recently with Tarner & |’
Newall’s-sdle of its Zimbabwean as-'

bestos mines and manufactiring com-

panies. They were bought for US$60m. |
by a hitherto unknown company,. |-
African Resources, a price estxmated to

‘be'a 50% discount on assetvalue;-: 3

Sources in Zimbabwe say. that the
British parent neve
ahead with the .deal

relatwely uickly:

t is understood that thé buyers aré-|

v

well connected with senjor/figures: in

Mugabe's ruling Zanu (PF); Because it |

has the approval of government, Tirn-
er & Ne '
will not. need to bolocked'

vestment of thls type

out about 1ts 60% South Afncan owins |
ership, Until then the deal was all st |
-to go through,

rtheless . went | | B
line* withits. ||

.policy of sticking to.core activities; be-
cause it will be abl to get’ the moneyj

wall's proceeds from the deal’
pfor as. long- :
as 20 years in low-yielding goverriment

bonds, the official channel, for dlSln- 1)
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s6mmand centre-ii Mugabe's' con-
stituency, cnly 20 people hadvoted:
oy lunch on the first day. One of
those was Mugabe himself.

In the lowest ever turnout in a
major Zimbabwe election, just over
1,5-million Zimbabweans, a mmere
31%, voted in a contest that was
won before it even began. And while

Mugabe polled 1,4-million votes

againsiMtizorewa's 72 000 and Sit-
holé’s 36 9GO, it was a pyrrhic vic-
tory for Sdiithern Africa’s longest-
serving president. While the obse-
quious Zimbabwean press hailed
Mugabe's win as a landslide victory,
it was a victory no opponent
acknowledged — least of all
Muzorewa and Sithole.

- “-And even those figures may be
disputed. David Chimhini, director
of the human rights organisation
ZimRights, expressed scepticism.
While nothing could be proved until
he had finished his calculations, he
said, polling had appeared far
slower than the government
claimed.

But Mugabe's biggest problem wilt
not be dealing with the disillusioned
at home. He now faces an almost
impossible task persuading Western
donors that Zimbabwe’s democratic
process, shaky at the best of times,
is still intact. Having decided to take
part in the charade of a one man
election, it is likely that he will face
ingreased pressure to reform. -

Brian Latham

OR the first time in 16 years of
Zanu PF rule, Zimbabwe's oppo-.
sition has out-manoceuvered
President Robert Mugabe,
Announcing Bishop Abel
Muzorewa's withdrawal from the
presidential elections last Friday,
Isaac Manyemba, the United Parties
representative, said, “There will be
no free elections in Zimbabwe while
the present regime exists.” .
_ But it was the timing, not the con-
tent, of the withdrawal speech that

was significant, Muzorewa pulled out
of the presidential race on the eve of
the elections, leaving Mugabe alonely
candidate in a race against himself.

The United Parties had attempted
to have the presidentisi election post-
poned in Zimbabwe's Supreme Court,
rightly claiming that Zimbabwe's
Electoral Act favours Mugabe's Zanu
PF. However, Muzorewa's written
withdrawal reached the registrar gen-
eral's office before the court case was
even concluded,

Just prior to the Supreme Court
hearing, a senior United Parties offi-

‘A king like Mugabe is not contested’

Mugabe’s ‘success’ in.turning his country into a de facio
one-party state is to blame for last weekend’s election
fiasco, argues Iden Wetherell

state-owned media tried to

— put a-brave face on it. “Land-
slide win for Mugabe”, trum-
peted The Herald after the final tally
in Zimbabwe's presidential poll was
in. But nothing could disguise the
truth: the result was a humiliating
blow to the nation's 72-year-old ruler.
Robert Mugabe had been anxious
to crown his fourth term with what
his Zanu PF party had forecast as "a
crushing victory”, Over his 16 years
of iron rule, “landslide” and “crush-
ing” have become common epithets

\
to describe Mugabe's carefully man-
aged electoral iriumphs. All that is
history now. Last weekend's contest
may indeed have seen the incumbent
raking in more than 90% of the votes
cast. But with a 30% turnout of eligi-
ble voters, this was hardly the unam-
biguous mandate he had sought.

The resuli is all the more remark-
able given the pressure on voters to
return the president to power. Rural
voters were left in no doubt that the
distribution of maize and seed packs
was dependent upon their contin-

ued obedience. And viltage headmen
were given the task of delivering
their communities to the polling sta-
tions. White farmers, who had
received the usual drubbing from
Mugabe during the campaign, were
also told to transport their workers
1o the polls. They dutifully obliged.
In the townships, bands of Zanu
PF youths were despatched to find
reluctant voters, Although Mugabe
didn't repeat the scarcely veiled
threat he made in April's parliamen-
tary poll, that people not voting
might be mistaken for opposition
supporters, his officials did make it
clear they expected people to vote in
large numbers so there could be no
doubt at home or abroad as to where

the country stood.

When his two lightweight oppo-
nents, Ndabaningi Sithole and
Bishop Abel Muzorewa, withdrew
from the contest, Mugabe werit on
TV to declare their withdrawal
invalid, exhorting the nation io go to
the polls. For once, Zanu PF's formi-
dable propaganda machine failed.

In a sense, Mugabe has been the
victim of his own success. Having
established a de facto one-party
state which discourages dissent of
any sort, he has been left in solitary
possession of a vacant field.
~ Zanu PF secretary for administra-
‘ion Didymus Mutasa reflected a view
widely held in his party when he told
British journalists that “Mugabe is

. finance certain opposition leaders

cial, who declined to be named,
admitted that the decision had been
made weeks before at a central com-
mittee meeting.

He said the pull-out had tobe at the
Inst minste, after Mugabe had spent
an estimated tens of millions of dol-
Iars on his campaign, This would also
ensure Mugabe did not have time to
find a surrogate opponent. Zim-
babwe's opposition has long claimed
that Zanu PF and the secret police

in a ploy to give Mugabe's claims ti
democracy credibility.

our king. A king like Mugabe is not
contested.” He added disarmingly
that “this exercise we are only doing
{o satisfy outside interests”,

The president recently declared Lis

opposition to reform of the Constitu- »
tion which was tailored for a presi-

dential dictatorship. But this latest
hollow contest will iiow push reform
to the top of the political agenda. In .
particular, attention will focus an
media regulation, electoral laws, the
sweeping Presidential Powers Act,
and the Political Parties (Finance} Act
which benefits orily the ruling party.
Whatever is propesed, one thing is
certain: Mugabe will no longer be
able to ¢laim the mandate of the
masses in resisting change.
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Bob had a multi-party: no

t | Brian Latham

: | - T was the election that wasn't. On
53 the eve of Zimbabwe's presiden-
i tial elections, Bishop Abel
Muzorewa struck an eleventh-
= hour blow to President Robert
<. | Mugabe’s credibility by withdrawing
from the race. The only other con-
testant, Ndabaningi Sithole, had
~ | pulled out days before, claiming
" | harassment at the hands of the
Central Intelligence Organisation,
Zimbabwe's ubiquitous secret
pelice.

4 Mugabe seethed, having spent
miillions of dellars on his high-flying
i, | campaign. Muzorewa cocked a low-
1 budget snook and left Zimbabwe's
president, wearing his gaudy party
colours, all dressed up with
uoéwﬁ.o to go.

A few embarrassing hours after
Sﬂuoamém s announcement, Zim-
babwe's monolithic propaganda
machine creaked into action.
‘Angrily, Mugabe and the state-con-
ﬂ.odom media announced that the
‘would go mbmmn with mb -
mz,mm candidates. B
With just hours to go before X
- polling began, Zimbabwe's nm%mﬁmh
. general, Tobaiwa Mudede, stated
“that. Sithgle and Muzorews . had
|- withdrawn illegally. In a contradic;

“ tory earlier statement, Mudede had
-said that Mugabe would win by
default if all other candidates pulled
-out.

When the polling Uooﬁ:m opened
".on Saturday morning, the confusion
ofthe previdiis day manifested itself.
| For the féw'who bothéred to cast *

their vote; it was a lonely walk tothe  Where’s Em um-.Eq Zanu PF n_._mm_. =._m__. _mmnm_. onina o:m.:o_.mm race against s_amm_ﬁ

s

T

Zimbabwe’s election: Robert Mugabe’s pyrrhic victory is unlikely to convince Western donors

one came
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Hollow Vi

By ANDREW MELDRUM

INDEPENDENT FOREIGN SERVICE

Harare' — “Democracy in Zimbabwe
i an ilusion. People know that
change is not possible while the con-
stitufion and ihe electoral laws are
so heavily weighted in favour of the
ruling party. People know irue
democracy is unachievable.”

- This ie the view of Mike Auret of

the-Catholic Commission for Justice
dnd Peace,

~we--4The low vejer turnout is not apa-
thy. It is & determined. non-interest
among the Zimbabwéaii people;who
know real change is not possible
under this gystem,” he says.

‘The electiofis are “a.challenge to
the Zimbabwean: people, to agitate
for constitutioh#l reform and reform
of the electoraliaws. *

“A democratic eonfetence to draw

ment, but it would mean better gov-
ernance,” he says. ,
‘Stinging rebuke
_The extraordinarily low voter
dout in Zimbabwe's presidential
tons is o stinging rebuke to

¢lect]
' Préfident Robert: Mugabe. and his

ey

Py

dent journalists;~human. rights
| : netivisis and gconomists.
Civil society grotps are calling
“for fundamental’ constitutional Te-
form. They say continuation of the
status quo will mean continued bad
governance, economic mismanage-
ment and corryption. »
Significantly, the government-
controlled ‘newspapers and ‘broad-
cast media are carefully avoiding
any mention that the presidential
election achieved the dubious hon-
our of a record low turnout of voters.
Independent commentators wari
 that the victory is a hoflow one, and
that jt should be a compelling chal-
lenge thal sparks fundamental con-
stitutional change. :
* Auret says & humber of Zimhab-

wean non-government organisations

tion campaign to press for a consti-

up & new constitution would not nec- .
essarily mean a change in govern-

wilifig party, aecording to indepen- -

are planning to launch a civic educa- -

MUGABE: Greater dictatorship and

‘corruption is feared by many

tutional conferénce. ‘

“It is a hollow victory,” says inde-
pendent  Zimbabwean journalist
Trevor Neube, who warns that the
low turnout indicates a serious
alienation of the Ndebele minority in
Matabeleland.

w7.anu-PF should be worried that
a large part of the country feels like
they are second-class citizens who
are out in the eold,” says Neube, whe
recently resigned from the Financial
Gazette newspaper rather than sub-
mit {o government pressure to tone
down the paper's critical politieal
comment.

“Unfortunately Mugabe will take
this as a fresh mandate and we will
see more dictatorship, more tofal-
itarianism, more corruption and
more economic mismanagement,”
says Neube. ,

“We will not see the cuts in gov-

ctory for Mugabe as voO

turnout is chalked up at r
| | | 3k2)

ter

record low
Khow 233 [

ernmefit spending and the- eduction
in the budget deficit that our econo-
my so badly needs.”

Neube says Zimbabwe’s rural

_yoters went to the polls in greater

numbers because they were more
susceptible to government pressure.
“The rural population is intimi-
dated by the government.
“Rupg]. people receive threats -

o5

. that they will not get fertiliser;"sced

and drought relief unless they vote

for Zanu-PF, so they go to the polls.

These people are easily manipulated -
and intimidated, they are in Zanu-
PF's grig,. ... T
“Their support should nol seen
as real confidence in Zanu-PE™
Eeoriomist John Robertson s8yS
Mugabe’s victory will have an €co-
nomie cost for Zimbhabwe. The gov-
ernment will eontinue “mismanage-

. hient as usual”, which has already
“brought economic stagnation.

Mugabe's most vocal campaign- ’
ers included a group of black busi-
nessmen who took out huge adver-
tisements in government-owned
newspapers, in which they bitterly
attacked Zimbabwe’s white business
community. .

. “Tt appears that. these selt-inter-
est groups could have an even
stronger connection with the govern-

"ment,” says Robertson.

~ “This eould be the most serious
cost of these elections.”

The wheeler-dealers who have
apparently won Mugabe’s confi-
dence are linked to a number of cor-
ruption scandals.

Many businessmen characterise
them as “commission agenis” who
do not aetually produce anything
themselves, but who charge a hiefty
commission to any company for
aceess to lucrative government
contracs.

“This kind of eorruption has-
become endemie in Zimbabwe,” said
one black businessman who did not
want to be named. K

“Tf Mugabe takes his win as a
mandate to continue this system, I'm
afraid we are going to se¢ more cor-
ruption and more economic decline.”
— Independent Foreign Service
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By Victor Mecoamere

EHE SOWETO BRANCH of the South
African Democratic Teachers
Union has returned to Sadtu’s
B fold with renewed determina-
“tion to maintain its superior status,
. chamnqg Nkosana Kubheka said this

yand the members.of his
five committee were sus-

posmg the union’s pro-
§ lelt the branch into
The branch subse-

i
i &mﬁ,&s are deputy
chamnan Bongar’n Majozi, secretaries

Sowet

Jranch resufn
“after court-lnterdlcted suspension

f gélace

.....
2

Slpho Mthethwa, educatlon officer
Palesa Popi, sports officer Silas
Tembo, cultural officer Sylvia Maleka
and gender officer Pinkie Mncube:

_The Soweto branch has 6 000 mem-
bers who, according to Kubheka, find-
ed a counter-interdict during the tug of
war. Sadtu is now funding the with-
drawal of the two interdicts.

“It will not happen again,” said
Kubheka, refetring to the erstwhile
tensions between two partles “We

. found one another. It has been a long
road. Tempers have flared. There have
been stalemates.”

Referring to the issue which Ied to
the fallout, Kubheka said: “The demar-
cation process is our brainchild. But
not the way the union wished us to
implement it.”

Kubheka said it had been agreed
that ‘the demarcation should lead to
four strong units, including Eldorado
Park, Lenasia and Ennerdale to form a

. form;glable region. This region is to be
E):IW gguﬁatcaf at the end of April. '

Zukﬂe Kosi and Leff‘jz- ﬁtungwa, trea-

have zll swallowed our pride..
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o "nruSSmg cheque
N found”

AN

'\ May, d%pendmgv on.
| caffected deparhnents mofithis

Srnriht expendlture 3 he sa1d
imment spendmg accounts

'of the national Budget ‘
ahonal donors would like the

ef n% of 1he budget in the fiseal
nding t this June. ‘
._donors have made ‘spend-
“ing clits’ onie of the conditions for

uck” said one treasury::

'ofﬁmal‘Who refused tobe named .- Bgsisting: ‘Miigabe’s - government
.. fund

new five-year -economic
giin. programme scheduled to
arbJater. this year. They are led by -
World Bank and the/IMF, which |
have:helped marshal economie aid
for Zimbabwe in the past five years.
g Prelumnary talks on the new
programime are in piogress, but
"World Bank and IMF officials said |
the crugial negotiations would take
i n Mugabe eppomted a
hintive finance minister, :
Herbert Murerwa, the minister
comymercé-and inddistry, has been
as finapee minister since the
riston Chantbati last .
(E)g:tol:ver= R Sy
: Speculahon is nfeJm the local
" financial‘community fat Mugabe
will appoint a minister. this week,
] ‘state wWas. stﬂl dom— Murerwa and Leonar‘d:Tsumba, the ..
‘al morey- market anid:  highly Tespected gavernor of the
Yates, l'ugh at about central Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, -
are considered to: be the top con- ¢
. ténders for the post. — Reuter
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MUGABE'S LASZ-T %ﬁﬂ

Were it not for the fact thak both Bishop
Muzcrewa and the Rev Ndabaningi Sit-
hole have shown themselves to be
hugely inept politically, their last-minute
withdrawal from Zimbabwe's presiden-
tial election might have seemed to be a
strategic masterstroke.

Certainly, it embarrassed and angered
President Robert Mugabe, whose sup-

. porters have been quick to blame the

electoral farce of a one-horse race on the
opposition.

But Muzorewa and Sithole are not the
guilty parties. With the ruling ZANU-PF
entitled to US$3,5m in government fi-
nancial support (the opposition gets
nothing), the media controlled by the
party and ZANU-PF holding 147 of the
150 seats in parliament, the two retired
churchmen were never serious con-
tenders against the powerful, if increas-
ingly creaky ZANU-PF political machine.

To suggest that the confusion sur-
rounding their withdrawal accounts for
the dismally low turnout is thoughtless
scapegoating.

No more than 31,5% of the 4,9m eligi-
ble voters went to the polls because they
couldn't see the point of the exercise.
Their stayaway reflects growing disen-
chantment with Mugabe’s leadership.

So much so, that towards the end of his
campaign as his rhetoric became shriller

- and more extreme, even the president

was admitting that past electoral
promises — on land resettlement, job
creation, public spending on housing,
education and health — and “indigenisa-
tion” of the economy — had not been
honoured. It will be different this time, he
assured sceptical supporters.

As with the two previous campaigns,
the electioneering did nothing for race
relations or the economy. Mugabe's
election speeches were peppered with
promises that the economy cannot af-
ford, and with threats against the farm-
ing and business communities still dom-
inated by Zimbabwe's 80 000 to 100 000
remaining whites.

The antiwhite, antibusiness rhetoric,
much of which came from black busi-
ness organisations, reached epic propor-
tions in the final days of the campaign
with full page diatribes in the govern-
ment-owned media.

The one lesson of the poll is that Mu-
gabe’s standing, locally and internation-

ally, has suffered. How will he respond?
There are two obvious options, If he con-
cludes that the electorate stayed away
because of disillusionment with his gov-
ernment’'s failure to delivet, then he
might well try to imple-
ment at least some of the
rash promises made during
the campaign.

Top of these are the
promises to boost black
business and to expropri-
ate white-owned farmland
without compensation for
the land itself, but paying
for improvements, such as
bams, dams and irrigation
schernes. This is an attrac-
tive short-term strategy,
but only short-term be-
cause it will undermine

Rabe Mugabe

many in the ruling party, this is an- -
unattractive option partly because it has
been tried, largely without success, over -
the past five years, but also because it
goes against the ruling clique’s antibusi-
ness and antifree market
ideology.

Indigenous business
groups are against more
reform too, which, they
say, will favour those —

nessmen and farmers —
who already have too great
a share of the economic
cake,

First indications of which -

when the president an-
nounces a new Cabinet,

business confidence and
investment, especially by foreighers.

The alternative strategy is to return to
the economic reform drawing board,
seeking IMF, World Bank and donor sup-
port to put together a second stage of
structural adjustment that wiil generate
investment, output and job growth. For

CALLS YOU MAKE. FOR IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION CALL:

C ECTOR SERVICE ENABLES YOU TO MAKE THAT CALL TO ANYWHERE iNTHE WORLD  INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE COMPANY
AT A FRACTION OF THE COST THAT YOU ARE CURRENTLY PAYING. NO INSTALLATION FEE. NO ,
UNE CHARGES. NG SUBSCRIPTION FEE. CLEAR LINES WATH NO ECHO. AND PAY ONLY FOR THE

GAIL OR TANYA ON {021) 434 0247 OR CELL 082558 5665

with the most important
appeintment by far beinga
new finance minister to replace Ariston. -.
Chambati who died last October. The
Mugabe Cabinet largely reappointed af-
ter the general elections a year ago and
dominated by Ministers who have been -
in office for at least a decade, with many

having held power since 1980, is beref_rj
o f

10BO&/BM/UNITED ADVERTISING NETWORK
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predominantly white busi- - e

way he is leaning willcome .-~
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of new faces and new ideas. .
The political landscape, both inside the
ruling party and in the opposition, is bar-
ren. Unless the President is prepared to
make a bold choice from the private sec-
tor, he will have to fall back on those
within his own ranks whe have system-
atically mismanaged the economy since
independence 16 years ago.

At 72, this must surely be the presi-
dent’s last hurrah. Some in his Cabinet
expect him to ease himself out over the
next three years rather than serving the
full six-year term. One thing is clear. Mu-
gabe’s departure will set off a furious
leadership struggle within ZANU, with
every possibility of the party-splitting
along ethnic and tribal lines. There will
be more than one horse running in the
next presidential campaign. &

BROVINGIAL POWERS: S
STRENGTH TO THE CENTRE

An ANC-NP alliance within the CA is
formulating provincial competencies
and structures in such a way as to cen-
tralise power in parliament in ways that
Inkatha must, in principle, find abhor-
rent. The DP's cavils over these powers
and the nature of the National Council of
Provinces (CoP — to replace the Senate)
carry little force with the major parties.

In March 1995, the ANC first used the
term “co-operative governance” to de-
fine its intention of creating strong links
between the centre and the regions.

Now, in a document laid before the CA,
it spells out the extent to which a na-
tional legislative “override” might oper-
ate: "The national legislation prevails
over the provincial legislation if the na-
tional legislation is necessary for the
achievement of an (essential) national
objective and applies uniformly in or
within the country as a whole.”

National competencies include:
0 The maintenance of national security;
0 The maintenance of economic unity;
O The protection of the common market
in respect of the mobility of goods, ser-
vices, capital and labour;
Q The promotion of commerce across
provincial boundaries;
0 The promotion of equality and equal
opportunities;
Q Protection of the environment; and
Q The prevention of unreasonable action
by & province which prejudices another
province or the country as a whole.

The wording is stronger than in the in-

terim constitution. A special schedule
lists the areas where government and
the provinces have “concurrent” func-
tions. It is lengthy and incomplete — but
appears to devolve few exclusive powers
to the regions given the national compe-
tencies outlined above.

In addition, there is the question of the
CoP — not to be confused with the pro-
posed national Council of Traditional
Leaders (Current Affairs March 15). It will
be composed of provincial representa-
tives elected on the basis of a party’s pro-
portional representation in the provin-
cial legislature — five or seven from each
province — and some appointees.

The council will have the power o

consider legistation falling within the ex-
clusive competence of government; it
may “consent or object” to such laws;
and if amendments are suggested, the
nNational Assembly “must reconsider
such a Bill” but need not accept alter-
ations. :
All Bills relating to the powers of the
provinces — excluding appropriation
Bills and constitutional amendments —
must pass through the CoP or be submit-
ted to a mediation committee.

In some ways, the CoP becomes a body
more focused upon provincial needs —
its functions are slightly above those of
oversight. It will be the second house of
patliament. It will also, of course, be
dominated by the ANC for the foresee-
able future — the party rules seven of the
nine provinces, 5o it would not be exces-
sively cynical to view it as a mechanism
for tightening the hold of the ANC-domi-

tent behind the phrase “co-operative
governance,” which NP chief negotiator
Roell Meyer has also taken to using.

Inkatha’'s absence has inevitably prej-
udiced it in the negotiations that have led
to the antifederal bias of the debate.

The final constitution must be passed
by a two-thirds majority of the National
Assembly and Senate sitting together,
and be certified by the Constitutional
Court. Two deadlock-breaking mecha-
nisms have been accepted by the CA to
soften such an outcome.

The first involves referral of the dis-
puted text to the special panel of consti-
tutional experts which would have a
month to attempt to secure consensus;
the second is that the coutt must specify
where the iext is flawed and set a time
limit for the CA to rectify matters. Unless
the final text is voted on a month before
the official deadline, both options would

nated centre, That appears to be the in- .

involve an extension and can thus onl
be mandated by another amendment to =
the interim constitution. =

gshing of university and tech-.-
nikon campuses by disenchanted black:::
students, and arguably the Makgoba:"
affair at Wits, are symptoms of a deep -
malaise in the tertiary education sector. -

Black matriculants are flooding intot -
in rapidly growing numbers, many of .+
them unable either to meet academic re- =
quirements or pay fees. Lecturers are be-- .
coming demoralised as their real ir'i——:‘-"
comes continue shrinking and the.
approprlateness of their teaching re-»:
mains under attack.

The proportion of institutional cost
met by the State has also fallen substan-
tially. Among the fears this produces i
that highly regarded research institu
tions, on which some universities de
pend for their internaticnal status, wil
coliapse through lack of funds, -

All this explains why Education Minis—+ ¢
ter Sibusiso Bengu has asked the Naz-.
tional Commission on Higher Education, -+
appointed by him inJanuary 1995 to con--*
duct a wide-ranging examination of ter--+
tiary education and produce recommen-:-
dations for its transformation, to:-
produce its report six months sooner.:
than planned. It will do s0 in late June or
so, but, says chairman Jairam Reddy, “we:::
would not have consulted as w1dely as
we would have liked.”

Nevertheless, the commission has de—- :
cided on certain recommendations;:
which will be offered in its discussiofn.
document due for release next month
The most important is that the tertiary.:
sector should be significantly reshaped -
by State funding and financial incen-
tives, so that a much larger proportion of;
matriculants continue their educatio
and training in technical and communitye
colleges.

SA has more university than techniko:
students — 347 000 against 138 000-in-
1993. An increasing proportion of th
latter, too, are studying nontechnica
subjects. By contrast, Ausiralia has-
600 000 university students, and 1,6m:
engaged elsewhere in technical and vo-" -
cational courses, a ratio the commission .-
believes SA should aim for.

Of SA’s 360 000 university students
one-third fail each year. A widely g\c-_‘___"
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market into the
“It's going to be

ket eapitalisation
Ashantr’s . : chgita]i
$2,1bn, which i

market capital
said analyst Sav

chairman Tru

‘HARARE - 'Ziribabwe's. stodk 'é
change was poised to'almost dotiblé its

ce its international image with'the
planned ljstig this month of Ashanti
‘Goldfields, exchange officials said.. - - rec
When one of the world’s major gold 8¢
mining companies, _Ghanaian-baqu
Ashanti Goldfields, lists on the Zim-
babwe Stock Exchange it will turn the

Afiiea in terms of capitalisation,

exchange because we will

The exchanpe'schpi
$2,4bn. “Tt (Ashanti’s listing
on the world map as a serigu
ing market to invest .in .b
capitalisation -is there Wi

g

on to $4bn and en-..
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Zimbabwe’s huge tobacco %
industry facin ake-
o § [cﬁqe &

" Harare — A major shake-up of to-

bacco marketing in Zimbabwe,
which has always prided itself on
its free auction system, has been
I:hroposed by black tobacco mer-

ants. . . ‘

Chairman of the Association
of Indigenous Tobacco Merchants
Roger Boka, whose name has be-
come synonymous with bitter at-
tacks on the hold whites have on
business, says he has struck a deal
with a German-based marketing
company, DCCG, to tender for the
whole 200 million kg crop of Vir-
ginia tobacco, the mainstay of
Zimbabwe'seconomy. .. .-

The annua! tobacco auction

sales are due to start on April 23..

Implications for the tobacco in-
dustry will be enormous if the
project goes ahead. No comment
was immediately available from
the tobacco frade. ‘

arrangement with DCCG’ would: "~
* enable the 60 countries whichus®

_European and North

“modity, .

‘port and export programmes;, &

o4 S
x K
B

Sunday ML ‘Boka sa'id_'?tl'fe

ed Zimbabwean tobacco to be -
able to buy directly from Zimbab-
we without having to go through
Amtican-*
controlled marketing atgidts. i -
Boka is building a third tobac- 1";;
co auction floor._ He, daid the "7
a t with the German com-
pany would shape the future-of ;-
e o e s

ey v

was

The seport said, DECG

. Apews
made up of several companies
covering the banking, frading and
‘industrial sectors of the German
economy, Its objectives werg;fo

arrange. extensive lgpgj erm i |
" Theorganisationiszeportedto .. L
have worked in different political . .

and economic €nvironments,in- 5. ..

cluding western, central afideast- ;.
em Europe as well as dountries, - °

suuch as China, North Kored, Viet- .~

. According to a report in The  nam, Anhgola and Ethiopia.
‘ B A L 'E'?*,-"‘E’W':?itﬁi:‘iiﬁf“..‘._»;'_“
I oE R B e ALHAS F o TEYS TCL) EE;E
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Tourist development and demands for Zambezi wa
‘ . o G62) pra g/

** A seemiingly and

unstoppable timeless

Loges " . -
wongder, the Victoria Falls is
threatened by uncontrolled

development. ANDREW

“ MELDRUM of the

Independent Foreign

-Serviee reports from

DR Emﬁa.

USHING, churning, roaring,

the green waters of the Zam-
bezi River, 1 708 metres wide, hur-
tle over the chasm and plunge
99 metres to create the Victoria
Falls.

The clouds of mist that rise
above the rumbling falls can he

seen from-kilometres-away' and-

prompted the ancient Tonga ,um‘o_q
ple-to -pame the falls “Mosi.ca

Tunya” - the smoke that thuriders. -

The continual mist has éreated a
verdant tropical rain forest around
the falis where Vervet monkeys
scamper along vines, golden
weaver birds flutter among palm
trees and teurists delight to walk
so close to the falls, suironhded by
relatively unspoiled wilderness.

Elepharits - often ramble along
the ‘riverbank .very close to the
falls anid schools of snorting hippos
laze in the river, safely above the
falls.; el

The mighty falls, declared a
World Heritage Site by Unesco in
1989, seem an unstoppable and
timeless wonder. But the future of
Vietoria Falls is threatened by
the uncontrolled growth of tourism
development and demands to
exfract water from the Zambezi
River, according to a detailed envi-
st ey rent Jublished

TOURIST DELIGHT ... but unless development is controlled “the Victoria Falls area will lose its attractiveness and i
, onal Union for the Conservation of Nature

by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature,

The report calls for a moratori-
um on new hotels and develop-
mients in the immediate vicinity of
the falls, and controlled growth
in the greater area surrounding the
falls and the Zambezi River, espe-

. cially to protect the environment
_for wildlife.

The creation of a responsible

" bodv to manarie the ~rowth of

- 8ays a report by the Internati

tourism and to protect the envi-

ronment for wildlife was urgently -

needed, resolved the internation-
al Conference for Sustainable
Development of Victoria Falls
which was held within sight of the
falls in Livingstone, Zambia, at
the end of last month. ,

A follow-up meeting has been
tentatively scheduled for next

month fo attempt to establish an

0 i e e won e Tave

.. .

‘The Argus, - uescayApr. = sih

5-2DHOURSE

-Fears for the Falls-

|

[
[
|

ter threaten ‘the smoke that thunders’

y

authority over development in the
area surrounding the falls.
Victoria Falls straddies the bor-
der between Zamhia and Zimbah-
we 50 bilateral cooperation is
needed to manage the resource.
The conference sﬁm attended by
cabinet ministers of both the Zim-
babwe and Zambian governments

. as well as officidls of the local

councils, traditional chiefs of the
drea numero's toirism orerators

Picture: JIM McLAGAN, The Argus
H "

ts wilderness value”,

and environmental groups.
Thundering helicopters and
smali planes fly over the falls, cre-
ating intrusive noise levels.
Access of the wildlife, including
30 species of mammals, to the Zam-
bezi River is hindered by the pro-
liferation of jetties for the 24 boats
that take tourists on boat trips
along the river. Wildlife move-
ments are further constrained by
fences around hotels and the 18-

74

hotle golf course.

“The constriction of wildlife
movement leads to changes in ani-
mal behaviour and increased inei-
dents occurring between animals
and humans,” states the IUCN
report.

“These factors comhbine with the
visual impact of development and
the aireraft noise to reduce the
natural wilderness value of the
Victoria Falls area.

“The visitors are attracted to
the spectacle of the falls in its
natural state ... if the tourists
beeome disappointed with the
spectacle, either because of
reduced wilderness value, or
because of altered flow regimes
over the falls, then numbers of
visitors will decrease.”

The number of visitors to the
falls has quadrupled in the past 10
years to the current level of 286 000

tourists each year. That number is -
expected to grow to between -

563 000 and 825 000 over the next 10

‘years, according to the IUCN

report.

An estimated 529 tourists walk
through the Victoria falls rain for-
est every day and 374 tourists take
boat trips on the river. About
50 000 tourists take white water
rafting trips in the rapids below
the falls annually and 44 372 peo-
ple take aireraft flights over the
falls.

- Zimhabwe has the lion’s share of
tourism development with hotels
able to provide 2 525 hote] beds.
The hotels on the Zambian side
can provide 751 beds.

Victoria Falls’ capacity will be
tested in 1997 when the Cites con-
ference is scheduled to be held
there, More than 2 000 delegates
are expected and block bookings of

ali hotels have already been
secured, according to Zimbabwean
organisers.

Studying the predicted growth of
tourism activities, the IUCN report
concludes that unless develop-
ment is cenfrolled “the Victoria
_Falls area will lose its current
attractiveness and its wilderness
value”,

“Without control there will be .
progressive damage to the natural
environment and to the cultural
fabrie of soeiety; the unigueness of
the falls and the World Heritage
Site will be lost.”

In addition to the growth of
tourism, the falls are threatened by
the plans to extract water from
the Zambezi River for use by Bul-
awayo, Zimbabwe’s second largest
city, Johanneshurg and by
Botswana.

The Zambezi already powers
two major hydro-electric schemes,
the Kariba dam shared between
Zambia and Zimbabwe and the
Cabora Bassa dam in Mozambique.

Another dam has been planned
just downstream from Victoria
Falls at the Batoka Gorge, but the
project has been shelved for the
time being because of Zambia’s
reluctance to share the construe-
tion costs with Zimbabwe.

Because Victoria Falls is shared
between two countries, Zimbab-
we and Zambia, effective bilateral
cooperation is needed to manage
growth. The IUCN proposes the
creation of the Vietoria Falls
Trust.

“Without such a framework,”
asserts the report, “it will be
impossible to maintain the col-
laboration between the two coun-
tries, agencies and to promote sus-
tainable development,”




Fishing banned at polluted la ke near Harare

" Harare — The Zimbabwean gov-
ernment yesterday banned all
commercial fishing and recre-
ational activities at Lake Chivero,
Harare’s main wafter source,

where pollution has killed thou-

sands of fish.

Environment Minister Chen
Chimutengwende said the ban
would remain in force while the
Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Management investi-

Lh K

gated the ecological disaster.

He warned the public not to
eat the dead fish found floating in
the lake, and threatened action
against any companies found to
have been dumping toxic waste
into the lake’s river system.

Scientists wammed last veek that
Lake Chivero, the major source of
water for 2,5 million people in
and around Harare, was polluted.

“The quality of water in Lake

i fl-!ﬂls;..:t"

Chivero ha eten rated badly. -
So many factors are at play and
this is an ecological disaster we

see unfolding,” said Ngoni Moyo,

a fish b1o]og|st at the Umversxty
of Zimbabwe.
High levels of ammonia in the

Take are killing the most common

fish, white bream. Moyo explain-
ed that a sudden drop in tempera-
ture had caused cold and warm
waters to mix quickly, releasing

mﬁ';oma and hydrogen sulphide v
that normally lay inerf in cold
waters at the bottom of the lake,

The lake has also-seen a rise in
the amount of waste discharged
from growing industrial activities
and sewage from almost a quarter
of the couniry’s population.

Health authorities have in the
past insisted that treated water
from the lake pumped into Harare
homes was safe to drink. ~ AFF.
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- ! ' Mihister,
. Stam%s strove yesterday to smoothe away accusa-.
o y Vice-President Joshua Nkomi¢-that whités'|™

N 3. tryin|
through the AIDS epidemic. -

{ do not think this is more than somebody reactmg

- shared their’ lmowledge promptly w1th Aﬁ-fc When.

‘rib 1

g to exterminate the. comtry’s blacks. .

. Nkoino’s 41-year ‘old’ :son, Ernest d1ed Iast .
«Wednesday of AIDS-related respiratory faﬂure leav- :
-‘*»ing a W]fe ‘and four young children. =

am not, bemg apologist for racist remarks but I

very: Btropgly to negatwe mformatmn, said Starnps.”
% Speaking'in the presence  of President Robert Mu-
abe at Ernest, Nkomo’s graveside on: Saturday, his

d- take 1ts land and wed th,

the virus was first identified: - 3
- addition; the UN:had recentlyrslashed flmdmg

“US$50 000, making lthMPOSSIble to give »mfected
moghe Hed gs.h\zchfwviﬂ ﬁ,’“

! Stamps s “fears”of
<had been fanned by; repeated-; if
Gérman author-Dr Wolﬂ'Ge:sler,xwho cl :

8, IUNtNg. conceﬂsmns

cha]lepge e

i father said AIDS was broughit into Zim- | -
¥ white people who intended to wipe'out.the |
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lmmwbmmwow, starts momlw.m.w for hi

WHEN President Robert Mugabe
was sworn in for a third six-year

term as head of state on April 1, the
wwwmmmmbn of Zimbabwe’s 120-mem-

council of chiefs, Chief Mang-
wende, presented his leader with an
axe, a spear, a knobkierie and a
leopard skin. .

t was the first time a swearing-
in ceremony borrowed any. of the
trappings of a traditional Shona

“soronation”, and revived memories

- a prime minister (possibly

elections — Mugabe punctiliously
maintained the title of “comrade”
and sought to present himself as a
man of the people.

His acceptance of the symbols of
kingship reflects, to an extent, the
way his rule has been hallowed by
time, and traditional Shona vener-
ation for age. Mugabe is 72, and
there is much talk of his wmms.n&bn

tate Se-
curity Minister Sydney Sekera-

of Bishop .Abel- Muzorewa's:be-¢-mayi) before his six-year term is up.

haviour in 1979 when, upon being

elected prime minister of Zimbab-
we-Rhodesia, trekked to his official
residence in an oxwagon,
donhned a ceremonial leopard skin.
The action cost Muzorewa some
of his waning store of respect, be-
cause in local custom the accou-
trements of chieftainship cannot be
snatched by commoners without the
sanction of ancestral spirits. To a
populace cynical about Muzorewa’s
ability to end the war, it seemed a
piece of vainglorious posturing.
For the first 16 years of his rule
- born out of Muzorewa’s humili-

ation at the 1980 pre-independence

and.

South Africans should guard
against trying to find a parallel be-
tween Zimbabwegn politics and

- theirown (in some key respects, Mu-
*" gabe’s rule has resembled that of

SA’s NP after 1948 as much as Zam-
hia’s Unip or Malawi’s Banda after
1964).

In one fundamental, Zimbabwe-
an politics will always be radically
different from those of countries
whose peoples have a tradition of
young, martial leaders who succeed
their fathers by right of male pri-
mogeniture (in other words, bein,
the last chiefs eldest son), an
where there is a tradition of a

* MICHAEL HARTNACK
inHarare -

paramount chief.

In Zimbabwe; there has been no .

paramount chief among the Shona,
who constitute 80% of the popula-
tion, since the
Monomotapa _state several cen-
turies ago. Equally importantly,
when a Shona chief dies his sons
are, of all men, least likely to be se-
lected -— after interminable deliber-
ation— to succeed him.

Chief Jeremiah Chirau, who died
10 WME.m o after a chequered but
highly influential political career,

has just recently been succeeded by
a distant cousin. Public opinion and
the spirit mediums, speaking for the
ancestors, were adamant that pow-
er had to pass to another family.
Centuries may pass hefore Chiran
leadership returns to descendants
of Chief Jeremiah’s 24 sons.

All this is not merely an academ-
ic matter of anthropology. Because
of their system of chiefly inheri-
tance, and the role of public opinion

LETTERS

demise of the

through the Bpirit mediums, the
Shona are uniquely egalitarian
among African peoples.

.memw »wow..qa no E.m&#ob of _@E
“aristocracy” — as Npuni peoples
such as the Zulu, Xhosa and Nde-
bele have — to whom the comron

- clay will instinetively defer. -

e Shona have a tradition of
public opinion speeking with the
equivalent of divine sanction,
through the spirit mediums or their
modern equivalent, church leaders.
But it is too easy for a spiritual lead-
er to discredit wu.ﬂmmm. or hergelf —
as Muzorewa should have known —
and for the “voice” to find a new
mouthpiece.

The “downside” of Shona tradi-
tion, as watchful whites have long
noted, is their tendency to be jeatous
of success and distinction, no matter
how deserved. For long years, ordi-
nary people have looked at Mu-

be’s massive entourage of guards,

is residences surrounded by im-
ported SA razor wire, and asked
{with Shona mordant humour):

“Who put Mr Mugabe in prison?”
A Cabinet reshuffle is imminent,

s Zanu (PF) heir

" (32) pbd1afifib

and diplomats are watching closely
for signs of Mugabe grooming an
heir — possibly the astute, ascerbic
and highly educated Dr Sekera-
mayi, now In his early 50s. :
Mugabe has often boasted that
the constitutional changes he has
made in the past eight years have
returned Zimbabwe to authentic
“pre-colonial” custom. Other -ob-
servers say they have merely. er-
trenched the refusal by Zanu (PFj fo

accept accountability. et
When the time for real change
comes, foreign observers — and

Zanu (PF) — might be astonished
how forcefully “pre-colonial” public
opinion will make itself felt againg

e party mandarins. .

In the meantime — with an eyg
on the next elections — groups such
as Zimrights and the Catholic Com-
mission for Justice and Peace are
quietly educating the grassroots
about rights, and ways they may
make their voices heard.

A superimposed, superficial cul-
ture of fear, inherited from the
“emergency powers years” of 1965-
1990, is slowly dissipating.
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SOMETHIN% GOT TO GIVE

As Harare resumed negotiations with
the IMF for the replacement of the En-
hanced Structural Adjustment Facility,
Suspended a year ago, the focus was on
the budget deficit.

Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe Governor
Leonard Tsumba recently said that, in
the seven months o January, governi-
ment had met its spending targets and
stayed within its borrowing target.

Tsumba's claim that governmeny
spending controls were starting to pay
dividends sparked angry comment from
the business community, which says it is
not so much government spending that
is being controlled byt payments which
are simply not being made.

Evenif spending targets are met, insid-
€IS put the 1996 budget deficit at around
10,5% of GDP — down three percentage
Doinis on last year's 13,4%. This is more
than double the Enhanced Structural Ad-
justment Facility'target of 506, ¢ -

The. Zimbabwe broblem is similar to-
avy public-sector wage

L trap.

deby L
bwie’s ptiblic-sec- -
5L US$75N ‘or & horren-
D‘P..-Bb‘t‘wé’éh'.them}"'tﬁe'
and interest charges absorb |
)% of the budget. No worider

, ofthe biidget )
/emment has gone back on promiises
taxes and has been casting arourid

3. Soclety interest . |
controversial
moverta
: 0 all tobaccé sold
¢1loors in the'sales which staift this
th, "The: neW tax_shouid bring in

Z$300m (R128m).

The tax is not deductible for income tax
purposes and therefore takes 5% off the
top from growers, Ironically, the impact
on the bottom line wiil be greatest for the
9500 small-scale producers — most of
them black — many of whom could be
pushed out of production, says the Zim-
babwe Tobacco Association Which repre-
sents tobacco farmers, ’ ,

The Cabinet is split on the new tax, too,
with Agriculture Minister Denis Norman
— One of two whites in the pre-election
Cabinet — coming oyt publicly against it.

President Robert Mugabe is unlikely to
be sympathetic. After all, throughout last
month's presidential election campaign,
he promised massive increases in gov-
emment spending, especiaily in rural ar-
€as, on land resettiement, on schools,
clinics, dams and a third government
university.

Yet, government capital investment
spending has been slashed — from nearly
6% of GDP in 1994-1995 10 2,6% in the
current fiscal year ending on June 30. -

Such a policy cannot be maintained for
long, eéspecially in view of the President’s
unfulfillable election promises.

The government hopes the debt bur-
den will ease as interest rates come
down. At present, it is borrowing Z$16bn
in the Treasury bill market, at rates of
around 28,5% — an annual interest rate
cost of more than Z$4,5bn, The theory is
that as rates come down —in the second

half of 1996 — 5o the Treasury bills will ;
be replaced by longer-term borrowing at
lower rates, o
This rose-tinted view of the economy
depends on inflation coming down

sharply later in the year. In the first two *

months of 1996t has averaged 27,2%

-and is set to remain above 20% into thé

third quarter and possibly lIonger.

A new round of price rises petrol,
diesel, taxi and bus fares, rail rates — ang
the probability of higher food prices be-
fore the bumper harvest brings prices
down, suggest inflation will average at
least 23% this year. With a real interest
rate of 5%-6%, the implication is that
bank lending rates are not likely to fall
much from current ievels of around 30%-
31% until early in 1997,

The good news is that, after falling 3%
last year, real GDp should grow at least
6% in 1996 as it rebounds from the 1995
drought. Mining will have g reasonable
year, too, though it is being squeezed by
government's suiprising determination
to cling to an overvalued exchange rate,

The IMF will have difficulty with
Tsumba’s monetary targets. The gover-
nor is predicting real growth of over 6%
and inflation of more than 20% with
money supply growth contained at 22%.
The numbers don't add up since inflation
of 22% and real GDp growth of 6% point
to monetary expansion of at least 28% —
probably more,

Something will have to give. &




Zimhabwe’s lessons in how not to
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Reforms aimed at turning Zimbabwe into Africa’s first
‘newly industrialised country’ have missed their mark,
argues economist Richard Saunders

N the latest round of adjustment-
related shocks in Zimbabwe, gov-
ernment health facilities have been
brought to the brink of collapse iby
Bl funding cuts which have seen
Harare hospitals asking patients’ fam-
ilies to supply relatives with food. Gov-
ernment schools have been hit by
worsening shortages of equipment,
food for boarders and even the most
basic of all stock items — toflet paper.

Even the dead have not been
spared. Last week a local magazine
reported that economic reforms have
forced many ordinary Zimbabweans
to avoid funeral insurance schemes,
in favour of “pauper burials”, .

This is dearly not the vision former
finance minister Bernard Chidzero
had in mind in the early 1990s, when
he announced a package of reforms
which would reshape Zimbabwe as
Africa’s first “newly industrialised
counixy”,

Esap, as the adjustment pro-
gramme is known in Zimbabwe, was
Iaunched in 1990 and contained typi-
cal World Bank-inspired reforms:
trade and currency deregulation, large
devaluations of the local currency, a

' movement towards high real-interest
rates, the lifting of price controls,
chopping of “social spending” and
removal of consumer subsidies.

As elsewhere, a key element of the
package was an emphasis on the
reduction of the public sector — not
only in its regulation of markets, but

-also in its delivery of services and its
leading role in the development of

national social infrastructure. Talk of
“privatisation”, “commercialisation”
and “cost-recovery” featured heavily,
and was cheered on by the Zimbab-
wean private sector, where initial
enthusiasm for Esap was borm out ofa
mix of naivety, myth- Emwubm about
the recent past and the allure of price
decontrols and ﬂmﬁmamwmﬁm.

The campaign to gﬂwﬁgﬁ “mar-
ket liberalisation” tended from the
start to rely more on conviction and
ideology than demonstrated fact.

While jt is true that much of the
economy at the end of the 1980s was
typified by production bottlenecks,
effective monopolies in protected
domestic markets, and cumbersome
regulations governing foreign
exchange and imports, the accepted
orthodoxy of the 1990s — that the
pre-Esap economy was stagnating, if
not collapsing —was far from evident.
In fact, despite its problems, in the
first decade of independence Zim-
babwe's economy grew at an annual
average of 4,2% — and 5% in years
without drought.

For the government, however, the
key point was that this moderate
growth was unable to attract substan-
tial new investment into the economy,
or absorb increasing numbers of
unemployed.

And so an uneasy and unlikely
alliance was formed, bringing together
the government, the white-dominated
private sector and international lend-
ing institutions led by the Bank and
IMF, with the aim of reshaping.an

industrial economy that until then
was one of the strongest in Africa.
The new credo had a familiar ring.
Protected markets bred inefficiency
and limited growth; free markets fos-

_tered competition and expansion. It

seemed to matter less that the coun-
try’s own 25-years experience of UDI
(unilateral declaration of indepen-
dence) sanctions and market regula-
tion showed that a different route to
national development was possible,

-that market competition was not

always commensurate with job and

wealth creation, or that nejghbouting
* ebpniomnics n:m:ﬂvm_.&mémnmwog

wBﬁoﬁoEmﬁ regulatiohs in respouse. :

" Esap planners claimed to take maﬁr
considerations .into- account Ew
endorsing the v:mmoa

reduction of protection- )

ism alongside large mod- mcwao_..m oxomﬂn
ernising investment in the government,
the productive infra- jt seems, has a
sense of where
to head _..mxn

structure.
Better still, the pro-
gramme would be self-

g@—oﬁﬁﬁm ddeénly, the govern-

ment appears to be stuck in a deep
and spiralling groove of deficit and
debt.

On the other hand, marufacturing
shows worrying signs of decline.
Many local producers, besieged even
in home markets by a wide range of
competitive imports, have been ren-
dered punch-drunk. Denied local pro-
tection as well as export incenfives,

. key manufacturing industries, and

notably clothing and textiles (whose.
olrtput contracted by an astonishing
63% last year), have been pushed to

‘Em brink of collapse.

" The state’s own employees have
ooﬁm under attack too. At least

ww 000 public-service jobs have been

- Climinated through
" retrenchment and attri-
tion, at a pace which had
even the World Bank
calling for the govern-
ment to slow down the
swinging of the axe. In
the face of higher work-

sustaining. The huge =
Ioans (at least $3,5-bil-
lion from the World Bank alone) used
to fund indusirial renovation, and to
support trade and currency liberalisa-
tion, would be paid back with the help
of steadily growing export earnings.

Five years on, Zimbabwe's swollen
national debt and deteriorating eco-
nomic and social indicators testify toa
different, if more familiar, outcome of
adjustment in practice.

While government borrowing has
doubled the national debt in five
years, and boosted the foreign debt-
service ration from 16% to 22%, it has
done little to expand productive

=i oads, declining real

wages and tighter bud-
gets, many of the best in the civil ser-
vice have left for the private sector, or
for other countries.

The anticipated growth in skilled
industrial employment has been
answered in practice by a mounting
unemployment crisis. Tens of thou-
sands have been retrenched, and
many more have seen their jobs, pay,
benefits and employment security
downgraded. The real incomes of
those remaining in the formal sector
have tumbled to a 25-year low. More
than 1,5-million now depend for sur-
vival on the marginal subsistence om
the informal sector.

m_.os_

[¢/96

The question now, as Zimbabweans
await the unweiling of the second five-
year phase of Esap, is whether the -
government will be able to stay its
punishing course.

Though the World Bank rates Esap
a moderate success, and is making
new efforts to convince non-govern-
mental organisations and other critics

“that what is needed is “better commi- -

nication” and more involvement of all .
national interest groups in the pro-
gramme’s implementation, a range of
business and social organisations beg -
1o differ.

The private sector, once an ardent ..
supporter of liberalisation, is now
openly questioning the logic of an -
unprotected domestic market and
demanding an end to the govern-
ment’s regime of punishing real-inter-
est rates, which has suffocated private -
investent. An important indigenous
business lobby has emerged to
demand “re-regulation” of the econ-
omy in the interests of Zimbabwe’s -
growing black business community. -
whose highly geared enterprises are
especially exposed to continued high -
rates of interest. .

Meanwhile, the ruling party’s tradi- ~
tional constituency base of popular
groups in civil society is fragmenting
under the weight of austerity social
reforms, "and reconsolidating to chal-
lenge the new elitist politics of adjust-
ment. Human rights activists regu-
larly attack the undemocratic rescind-
ing of rights to education, health and -
econormic well-being; trade union -
leaders demand the renegotiation of
Esap by all social interests. )

. Everyone except the government, it
seems, has a sense of where to head -
next.

capacity, export market share or local
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Inducties
sexpected Mi

the- goverriment ;is
cutting costs,” he said,. .
% In the past, Zimbabweat, busi-
- | fiess. leaders -have Hhsuccessﬂﬂly

23 cabinet jinisteis, 15 depity min-

il

A2

IS Wim-mgﬁsteriél.iréiﬂc.

finance ministry has k hout,

{ substantive head shd;chctobe;-,»;‘sajd-

| the délay might beyan indicafion

| that :Mugabe- planned swee
£ fet o3

o

“We  were. gxpecting . an

-

mothing happened Now many. peo-

| rthe-chianges will be big.”
« market dealer said. .
G Mggabg;-;and hig

Cohol e L D
L N ,‘an,-u,qumlgntﬁ'r_esh e h
Harate - Zimbabwean . busiriess:"',  Spéculition. i3 "fh
.Jeaders expect. President- Robert.
2Mugabe to cut back his government
steam, whenche finally announces a .
long-awaited cabinet reshuffie. L
.+ Joe Foroma,.the ¢hief executive .
of the Confederation, of Zimbapwe . -
said on Friday, that he .- end
gabe. to chop his gov- N
rernmenttearn substantally. “That: .
- would be the logical,thing to do. I,
{ will send the right message fo the.
- initernational donor community that
gerious. about

* Jitirged Mugabe fo halye his govern: -
iment-feam of-two vice-presidents, .

sisters._and.eight proyincial gover. . fir

. Business: leaders. and_ atfélirst_s; ‘.
v | .commenting. .on, -thei]ﬁact that. the.
cenwithout a

ping -

rannouncement, lasiy, month’.and .

-ple believe the delay might be a sign,
‘ : a mongy .
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" .governors;-seen. b

. that" Mugabe:
all:the proyincial -
y many as dupli:
cating the- work of local goveniment
+ provincial administrators,
couple of deputy. ministers
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"It that happens it will
but I .
concern ‘remains. that ‘of

ministet” said Dariy" Diibe
economist. - ..,
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lysts .said, both ‘men weiald .be"
- grudginglyaccepted by the intetia:
* tional /dorior; community;Fwhich:
expected: themsfo. pursue economic'
feformsnow under way. . * .
-+ But the.analysts, i luding John*
“Makumbe;of ' the * University..of
A,rZimbabwé,,regard"t‘hEm-qéfppliﬁd;;;;
: Jghtweights: who, may turn’out to
- be ineffective in a ruling party with
some strcing polificians. , ..
-~ My. feeling i$ that the donors
ant: a-strong, man. for . thie! job;”.
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Zimbabwe’s heef exgort
=22 B0 1

BULAWAYO = ZimbabBe’s beef ex-
ports to the European Union, amount-
ing to about $44,4m a year, were under
threat after Britain imposed stringent
import restrictions in the wake of the
mad cow disease, Ziana reported at the

weekend,

The Cold Storage Company, which
has a monopoly on the 9 100 tons of
beef Zimbabwe ships yearly to the EU,
said Britain was no longer buyintigneat
from animals older than 30 months.

‘ ’
s/ wd&g threat
gﬂ Laurence Masanga said most
Zimbabwean cattle were above the age
limit, “Our ability to export the full
9 100 fixed annual quota will depend
on whether that restriction is lifted or
remains in force,” he said.

Zimbabwe had initially been tipped
to provide an extra gquota to the EU as
many countries banned British beef af-
ter scientists linked the mad cow dis-
ease to its fatal human equivalent,
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. — Sapa.
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Hatare,- University of Zimbabwe

authorities yesterday urged gov--

ernment action against unruly
students after scores of students
went on the rampage destroying
roperty worth hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars and looting food,
Ziana news agency reported.

The * students, who were
protesting against food quality
and a 33% food price increase,
broke windows of campus dining
halls, a clinic, a bank;, a supermar-
ket and student affairs offices.

Two students were arrested.

. Three secusity guards were in-
jured in the rampage which oc-
curred on Monday night.

s Dt *

o

govt urge
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No follow-up incidents wére:
reported yesterday and the at-
mosphere on the campus was
calm, a witness said.

Acting vice-chancellor Gra-
ham Hill said the rioters were “a
small group of the hooligan and
criminal element of the student
body”.

"The situation at the universi-
ty has gone out of hand as far as
discipline is concemed,” said an-
other university official

“The time has come when the
government should come up with -
a decree that indiscipline at the
university will not be tolerated ...
and that any undisciplined stu-

r4

fo.act on

any ¢
s

e

- 43:73, Eﬁ;; TR
uestions by the courts,
q oy uxt

aid.

il said the college had with-
drawn all cutlery and plates from
the dining halls and all students
in residence would be expected fo
bring their own if they wished to
eat, o * :

The university, the largest in
the country, has been rocked by
violent clashes in recent years.
The last unrest was in July last
year over non-payments  of
grants. Some 35 people were
injured and;. the campus had
to be closedsfor a week, — Sapa-
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Railway reinstates -

Authority (Tazara) has reinstated about 2 000
workers fired at the weekend after a strike that
has paralysed the railway network, Press Te-.
portssaid yesterday., - ) .
. MD-' Austine Mweemba confirmed by tele-'
hone from the Tazara re%ional headquarters at
pika, in northern Zambia, that the workers'
had been reinstated on condition they returned
to work immediately.
However, it was no, clear whether the strike
wasover. é i€ %&z‘g :
“Some people hav for work today
but others have not come,” said a Tazara em-
plo%ﬁe who declined to benamed. - ; -
5 e workers have been gn strike since %azi_t'
'week over pay. They rejected a management of-
fer of a 5% salary hike, asking instead for an
increase of 150%, o
Goods worth millions of dollars and seores of
passengers have been marooned along the line
since the strike started. e
The giant Zambia Consolidated Copper
Mines (ZCCM) gaid this week it had redirected
its copper and cobalt exports from Tazara to
Beira and Port Elizabeth, e
Tazara, which runs for nearly 2 000km from:
the small town of Kapiri-Mposhi in central Zam-
bia to the Tanzanian port of Dar es Salaam, is
owned jointly by the two countries and is an im-
portant artery of the Zambian economy,
- It was built by the Chinese in the mid-1970s"
s an alternative route to the sea for landlocked

' g his rocket-propslied grenade in
Training Centre, a former military
Piewra: AP ern African region, —Sapa-AI'P,

!

Zambia during the turbulent years in the south- _
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Zimbabwe b)aﬂllf hits out at IMF

262 ). BDI3
— One of Zimbabwe’s state-
owned banks hit out at the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) yester-
day, saying the fund was heavy-hand-
ed in its dealings with the southern
African state,
The Commercial Bank of Zimbhabwe
(CBZ) said recent IMF threats to stop
er funding of economic reforms
showed frustration at government’s
failure to curb high spending, but some
of its conditions were unrealistic.
“Some of the stringent conditions
laid down by IMF for the government
to reduce its expenditure seem unre-
alistic given the economys fragili
and sensitivity to such natural disas-

ters as drought,” said the bank in its -

latest quarterly review.

. ile it is important to ensure con-
sistency and focus so that the neces-
sary conditions for the successful im-
plementation of the economic struc-
tural adjustment programme are

sensibly laid down, the IMF’s approaéh |

to government ex‘i;enditure has been
heavy-handed an
wisdom ... sometimes,” it said.

The IMF and World Bank mar-

shalled Western aid for Zimbabwe's:

first phase of economic reforms, and

lacking in proper

last year susgaended further disburge-: ;

ments of funds after government faii-
ure to meet some cost-saving targets.

Government is now under an IMF-.
supervised shadow programme. The:

two Waghington-based orgenizations
want sharp cuts in government spend-
ing, and annual inflation reduced to
17% by June from the current 26,4%, -

Governmeni spending gobhles up

about 40% of GDP and last year pro-
duced a 15% budget deficit.
The CBZ urged government to move

speedily at its next budget review in I

uly to slash its bloated public service,

which accounts for at least 13%.of GDP

in salaries and wages. — Reuter.
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‘HORSE TRADING STILL POSSIBLE

Tug E

29'local elections — but may cha[lenge them in court after-

wagds PETER DENNEHY‘reports

t
URAL elections can now go -
ahead in the Western Cape on+

ay 29 after all..The ANC for-

mally dropped its objections to Local ¢

Goyemment MEC Mr Peter Marais’
ect" ground r,ules for the

Iongex‘ b 4
After the elections, the ANC will
support towns like Worcester, Hope-
field, Paar] and Robertson which have
said they will challenge the rural elec-
tions’ ground rules in court,

But-provincial ANC leader-Mr .
Chuis Nissen said his party would not .

seek to scrap the elections after they
had happeried. '
On ‘thie other hand, he would not
be averse to-“a little horse-trading”
afterwards, in an attempt to fix some:

- ~Marais’ two proposed proclamations. -

i

problems without subverting the :

election results.
ANG -local ~

spokes'man Mr Cameron Dugmiote:.
said therurat é{ectxons;ground rules )

. government

from those in the Western Cape.
'flsewhere in the country, the réla
jower that towns and rural areas’
*bn district councils depended on
err*respectwe number of voters.-
‘Digihore said.

0:50,representation of county:
owns arid rural areas, even though-

sdiffer vastly. This was'one of the
problems.the ANC had had with

The otlier main objection had
been to a proposal that rural councils
(below the district councils) will have
80%of their councillors elected by
proportional representation. ‘

This is a system in which political
parties or othes groups submit lists of
.their candidates. The number of can-
didates from each party or group who
get on to the council depends on the
slice of the total vote that the party or
group gets.

Half the remammg 20%.of, seats

will'go to farmers’ nominees, and the -

otherhalf to farmworkers' nominees.

. Ndide of theANC; arid her 6 ANC:;|
inclined colleagues Mr John: Neels;‘-
“and Mr Kam Chetty had earlier’

1 ¢ rest of the couhtry, for the"
~Naovéthber 1 voting last year, d1ffered ‘

In the Western Cape, there will bx 3 ‘mations. They were still unha

their numbers of voters sometimeéss: /NP memsy
.er ofiffhe'Provmaal Councnl said Tast

side had already “signed a document

Ve to be approyed-

~by Marais and the multi-party Provm— '

c1al Committee,
Chauperson of the six- person

objected to the proposed formula for-
rural elections.. - - . e
But yesterday they senta lett d

they’sald but did:not want'to el

night he was disappointed with
Ndude and her side of the.committee
because they called a meeting of the
whole Provincial Committee and
other people, and only after half an
hour or more did she disclose that her. .

in which they caved in”!

The meeting was therefore held
under false pretences, he said. He.
would not have continued with it
had he known about the letter.

- Besides, Markovitz said, Marais
Had said all-along he would be
amenable to consulting all parties
after the elections to address concerns
about the framework for the polling,




] IMABWEAN Premdent Robert

-Mugabe this week blamed the
Infernational Monetary Fund

woes and claimed his earlier Marx-. -

Jbrated.its 16th year.of indepens-. .
tion, and only-one in four adults is

. ‘Wean goveinment has’ repeatedly
|+ come under fire for profligate -

itg balance of payments suppért in
- the. hope of encouraging some belt
hghtemng
.. »Mugabe, who was re—elected Iast
onth :also vowed.to take Jand .
from White farmers without com- .
- pensatmg them.; ;He.said Ceell-
: th?dES had given the white farm-
ers:the Jand and that Rtiodes him--
i h SIORI0T .

(IMF] for the. countly s econonic”

ist approach had not- stifled -

In a rare television mterview -
Mugabe said the IMF'§'t economic
reform. strategy had hit his:counss
. try hard. Zimbabwe, which;cele--:
- .dence this week, has high infla-"

in paid employment. The Zimbab- -

spendmg and,the IMF has cut:off:-whom:he-had :two children: :!He’

-ath 18 \(n.eluom.bq boe 2 Se1obns of s |

: 'fup Mth—'
- out: paymg for: it: His;comments on-
land- appropiation could signal
renewed commitment: to-thé-con:
troversial policy as:he has inithe-
‘past only referred to-it-ahead of an
- glection, - . T
Meanwhﬂe Mugabe denied the
ite » controlled - Zimbabwe's:
niedig, which is-almost: entirely
owmed by ; government and the Tal-
ing Zanitparty. Hé-did admit how
“:ever;ithat he had no'friends i the
.foreign press, smg]ing out Britain
and South Africa‘as-being patticu-
larly unsympathetic to his regime.:
-, The:72-year-old presidentwas
tight lipped-about.his possible
-marriage to-Grace: Marufu;with

started a-relationship with Marufur,i
-who was hersell-married; at-the
time, before his Ghaneuan wife:
Sa]ly died. .o
- Government sources. say;ﬂrat as
Marufu comes fromi-a: rural-back-
:ground, she hasito be primed to
-understand the‘import-of becom—

JIng Zimbabwe's Fitst Lady.- -
—Jssur Juﬂu




HARARE- -~ Commiss
last week, over two month

Inum mine which-is owned.by Aus-
tralian  companies, The Broken Hill
andDeltaGold; . . - - . .

" Metallurgical development manag-

" er Chris Rule said development of the
$264m mine, 80kmh : gouthwest of the
Zimbabwean capital, Harare, was
progressing well after 18 months of
cangtruction. e o

_» “Construction is ‘ahead of schedule
and ‘cormmissioning is starting this
-week although it was not due to'start
until June or July,” Rule said, . .

' Hartley was due to start-prodiiction

2l

- inDecember but the early commission-

ing, with water being put thréugh one -

~of the project’s three plants from
Thursday, could bring this forward. - |
“We are well on'track to reach full

production (of 18 000 tons of ore .a..

rmonth) by April next year ... 'and thén
* sion in'the next few years to double ont-
- put.with extra space left on- site “for
“this? Rule said. - i

; ‘Hartley, 'pre-expansion, was. fore-

» cast to process 2,16-million tons of ore

i" TN i

ning “béga‘x‘l.
8 ahead of -
schedule, at Zimbabwe's Hartley plat--

dgucing p
-Hartley remains undisclose

» will look at a possible ($100m) expan:*

"a’year to,produce 150°000 ovinces of

platinum, 110 000 ounces of palladi-

um, 11°500 -6unces..of rhodium and
23 000 ounces of:gold.as well as some
-nickel and copper.: -
. This-‘would:: make".
which already hag one small operating
platinum projéct-— the world’s second-
largest platinum producer after SA, ae-
counting for 8,5% of world output,
. The project wés now. moving quickly
with one third'of 4:2:700 workforce re-
cruited and another: 200 employees
taken onto'the books monthly, -
- Contracts for some of the production

-from Hartley, which i5'67% owned by

BHP and '83% by Delta, were already
get. The partners will fly all Platinum
Group Metals ‘eoncentrate amid high
security to Inco and Johnson Matthey
in Britain for toll refining.

The cost'of producing lgtinum at
maing nnd d but Rule
said it was -comparable with the lower
cost producers in SA'ag’labour costs in -
‘Zimbabwe were low and the metre-
thick reefto be mined was shallow.,

 »"BHP'4nd Delta were continuing to

look in other others areas of Zimbabwe

for further plati

| ) —— e




"HARARE ‘— shareholders. had- .recewed
-fields, Compapy, the) Lonrho % their documents late
.controlled compaiy tHough 4IPS g fai

Al

discount 'tor.

rice because of

0, gh its.recent a
‘ qu.ls1t10r11) 10f97% of Cluff Re-
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&

j;fabe must be one of the loneliest
gheads of state. He has just won the
w‘_,m_.mmﬁosﬂ.& elections, but he must
j;have felt dismally‘let down when
& the opposition hit him below the belt
-"by withdrawing at the last minute.
. The presidential elections were
upposed to be a three-way fight be-
stween Mugabe, Rev Ndabaningi Sit-
thole of Zanu-Ndonga and Bishop
‘Abel Muzorewa of the United Par-
ties. Sithole withdrew four days be-
fore the elections, citing intimida-
tion and Muzorewa stepped down a
day before after failing to get the
courts to postpone the elections.
Despite the withdrawals, the rul-
ing party decided to go ahead with
the elections arguing that candi-

before the elections. But the well-
oiled nationwide campaign, which
saw the president and his two
deputies criss-crossing the country
io ensure a massive voter turnout
ithat was supposed to silence crities,
failed, leaving Mugabe with a hol-
low victory.

Only 31% of the electorate turned
out. No.one cheered or congratulat-
ed Mugabe. _

.. Theonly praise came from the lo-
cal media, which hailed the presi-
dent’s vietory as a “landslide”, and

i3

dates could withdraw only 21 days -

. from his lieutenants, who. tabled a
‘motion in parliament fo congratu-
_late him for “thoroughly thrashing
~ the two misguided clerics, Muzore-
wa and Sithole”.

% D EI S
 Leading political analyst John
Makumbe said the elections had

.proved that the ruling party and
. Mugabe were no longer as popular.

It was, therefore, crucial for the pre-
sent leadership to revise the whole
political system. - ”

At independence in 1980 about
94% of the electorate voted, with
Zanu-PF getting 62% of the ballot.
The voter turnout improved in 1285
tonearly 98%. ,

But with the advent of peace in
1987, which saw the merger of

~Joshua Nkomo’s PF-Zapu and Mu-

gabe’s Zanu-PF and an end to the
six-year civil war allegedly started
by disgruntled supporters of PF-
Zapu, apathy creptin. ]

Only 54% of the electorate voted
in the 1990 elections. The figure
went up to 61% last year, largely be-
cause nearly half of the seats were
not contested. It has now dropped to
319, less than the 42% recorded a
-week later in the Harare City Coun-
cil by-elections for Sunningdale, an
arban constituency.

- Makumbe said while the country .

had weak opposition parties, their

Lonely at the top for Zimbabw

HARARE — President Robert Mu-

withdrawal from the elections had
drawn the attention of the world to
the electoral system which is heav-
ily skewed in favour of the rulirg

“fparty. “The withdrawal has enabled
. the nation.to ask: what is wrorg

with our system?” Makumbe said.
He said it was now high time the
ruling party seriously looked at the

"Electoral Act, the Political Parties

(Finance) Act and the constitution

. tolevel the political playing field.

Opposition parties and human
rights groups, including the Zim-

“babwe Human Rights Organisation

and the Zimbabwe Council of
Churches which normally monitor

- all elections, have been arguing that

there can never be free and fair elec-
‘tions in the country under the ex-

. istinglaws.

» " The constitution allows the pres-

-" ident to appoint 30 members of par-
- liament— 10 chiefs, eight governors

and 12 non-constituency members.
This means that'out of a house of
150, the ruling party needs to win
only 46 out of the 120 contestéd
seats to win a general election.

_ Besides, the president appoints
members of the Electoral Supervi-
sory Commission which is responsi-
ble for ensuring free and fair elec-
tions. Critics argue that the com-
mission can never be impartial since

N
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it is answerabléto the president.
" The third obstacle is the Political

-Parties (Finance) Act which allows
the state to fund any political party

‘with 15 or more seats i parliament.

"This act was passed after the merg-

er of Zanu-PI snd PF-Zapu and so
far no other party except the ruling
party ‘has benefited. Currently the
ruling party gets Z$30m (about
$3,2m) of taxpayers’ money under
the Act.

Makumbe says although amend-
ing legislation to enable fair play
would be the right thing, he does not
believe the current leadership will
do this because they are “so ob-
sessed with power that they would
rather die in office. They genuinely
believe that there cannot be a Zim-
babwe without them in power.” ‘

This was clearly evident in the
motion tabled in parliament to con-
gratulate the president. Leader of
the house Emmerson Mnangagwa

gaid despite the “11th hour with- "

drawal” of the two clerics “our peo-
ple were not fooled”. -
Transport Minister Simon Moyo
said the party owed its “thunderous
victory” to the people. “The two men
of thie cloth, who worship deceit,
have been sentenced to hell by the
people through the ballot,” he said.
~ However, the only independent

e’s Mugabe

in the house, Margaret Dongo, a for- -

mer Zanu-PF member, had a differ-

ent view. She said Mugabe’s right-

hand men had to be very concerned
about his hollow victory becanse on-.
ly 1,4-million voters out of 4,9-mil-
lion had voted for him.

She even cast doubt about the’

number of people who had actually
voted. “Do you want us to believe
that you are still rigging the elec-
tions?” asked Dongo, who proved

rigging in her cénstituency last

year, forcing a fresh election which
she won. “Maybe the votes that were
given to Muzorewa do not belong to

him. . .. but. for the donor commu- -

_ nity to believe that we had a demo-
- cratic election, we had to give votes

to Muzorewa and Ndabaningi.”
- Dongo argued that the elections

the head of state. “That is a consti-
tutional requirement,” she said.
Makumbe said: “The only way
out, I believe, is for the opposition
parties to boycott all coming elec-
tions, pull out of parliament, and
tell. the ruling party: “You want a

one-party state, here it is’. This will.

make Zimbabwe the most undemo-
cratic state in the region, apart from
the absolute monarch in Swazi-
land.”-—ATA.

had clearly revealed that there was -
a need to limit the' term of office of




K

=i

Lo
—1

on air dereﬁulati;ojn
PR ED)

“1" By THABO LESHILO

Johatiniesburg — Bilateral air
traffic agreements between

" nations, will stay the norm for

the foreseeable future despite
currént moves towards regional
co-operation, AK Marawa, the
director of civil aviation ih
Zimbabwe, said yesterday,
He said Zimbabwe support-
ed the moves towards regional
integration within the Southern
African Development Commun-

regards to the proposed Sofith-

v “ern African Regional Air Trans-

port Authority.
He' told delegates to the

African Aviation publications

conference 'that =~ Zithbabwe
believed in a liberalised regula-
tory envirorment for air trans-
port but its policy was not one of
“wholesale deregulation”:
“Our own industry s struc-

~ tripally“itbalanced, particularly” ™
with oy stireé scheduled itz
lifies.... “While changés™ are

{'ity, but there were still a number :
of grey areas to be resolved with,

occurring, many countries limit

what our airlines'¢an do in terms-*

of route access and pricing and

sometimes frequericy and capac-:

ity,” Marawa said : =
Many . scheduled markets
were more characteristic of oli-

gopoly than competition, mak-

ing regulafion necessary.

“Removing controls creates

the opportunity for competition

but does not guarantee it. New

dirlines may enter the market

' but siiply join, fhe club, replac-

ing monopoly with duopoly or

oligopoly,” he said.

" Larger airlinés might take '
steps to keep out smaller com--
petitors, “confining ;them to .
smaller niches or ever driving

thern out of the f?ciarket.‘: ‘

" "Some. markets are Simply .
too~ thin " for - compéfition,”
Marawasaid. |, .. e
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Bill'and gaze
» « “That is the procedure...a:
we still have room to appéal
ment toreconsider this issue;” h
in;a;statement: repeated glogmily;
any farmers at the auction.
Richards said Zimbabwe's.p
ds.third laigest tobacco growe

‘the US and'Brazil could be fhre ader; Roge
= ‘hy the new levy — expected.to’ r for almost thy
1 growers’ profits by making th hich:industry

;‘.tingih'aboutZ$2bneachyeaiv. ST T H nillion. kilograms
.. “I ‘cannot believe for one momént ,-under the hammer.
.+ Zimbabwe’s government will allow any, keting geason,from A:
everit to take place which would prove .-, Prices are €xpected.
. detrimental to this industry,” Richards , pas 5 last year’s. US$ \
_»,saidfofﬁhelévg.;. e - .rgood;crop quality and more,
¥ He said the association' was also - tio &l demand, fi _llowi‘ig_%éio%

o “highly disturbed” by a campaign’ 6f at-' ~ the Brazilian crop

R L LA, f—
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'HARARE. - The Zimbabwe Stock

Exchange (ZSE) moved within
range of becoming Afriea’s sec-
ond largest bourse, following the
listing of Ghanaian mining giant,
Ashanti Goldfields.

The ZSE, which only opened up
to portfolio investment in June
1993, now boasts capitalisation of
nearly $5 billion (US) (R21,25-bn)
behind South Africa’s $240 billion

* (R1 020-bm), and Egypi’s $7 blllmn

(R29,75-bn).

With about four companies plan-
ning floatations this year following
good rains this season, markef ana-
lysts say it will not be long before

. the ZSE moves into second place.

Ashanti, one of the world’s

" largest gold mining companies,
. was quoted on the ZSE with its

recent 97-percent acquisition of
the mining company Cluff
Resources Zimbabwe (CZRL). In
the process, it doubled the market
capitalisation of the bourse.

“I think, ultimately, with this
exercise the ZSE will become the
second largest stock exchange in
Africa affer the Johannesburg
Stoek Exchange,” said Godfrey

.Gomwe, Cluff's managing direc-

Ashantl s offer.

“It’s very positive for our market
as well for Zimbabwe that Ashan-
ti chose Zimbabwe instead of the
Johannesburg exchange,” said
Mark Tunmer, president of the
ZSE.

The ZSE depends heavily on for-
eign interests who have so far
invested close to $87 millien (US)
(R270-bn) since they were allowed
to trade on the market three years
ago. According to Mr Tunmer,
Ashanti registered 800 000 shares
and opened up at $19,27 (US)
(R81,97) per share,

“It’s a tremendous sign of con-
fidence in our market, They could

 have well chosen South Africa,”

said the ZSE president, “This will
have tremendous benefit te the
exchange as we will be about the
third largest in Afriea.”

Notable exchanges in Africa ave
Morocco, whose markef is worth
$5 billion (R5,25bn), Ghana $2,5 hil-
lion (R10,62bn), Kenya $1,9 bitlion
(R8,07bn), Mauritius $1,7 billion
(R7.22bn) and Nigeria capitalised at
$1,3 billion (R5,52bn).

In 1994, Afrlca had 14 actwe

g stock' markel;s some o

/4/%

which have
srown dramatically over the past
three years. For example, the Inter-
national Finance Corporation
(IFCYs price index for the ZSE
soared 122,83 percent in the last
half of 1993 while Mauritius’s -
opened up to foreign investments
in 1994 - jumped 43 percent in

~ US dollar terms.

Ashanti Goldfields’ quotation
on the ZSE also marks the first
time the hourse has.had a dual
listing, Ashanti is also listed on the
Ghana, London, New York and
Toronte exchanges.

Analysts say holding shares in
Ashanti would also give locals an
ideal Zimbabwean dollar devalua-
tion hedge. The mining compa-
ny’s quotation also sends a message
to foreign investors that the days of
a lack of shares to buy on the mar-
ket - the bane of emerging mar-
kets, according to the IFC - are
soon to be over. Foreign investors
in Zimbabwe are permitted to
invest on the ZSE provided for-
eign funds are utilised for.such
acquisitions. and .also allowed to
remit dividends and disinvestment
proceeds freely. - Sapa-IPS.
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Zimbabwe’s exchange boasts capi’tali.sdiion ofc‘lo'se to §5bn -

By LEwrs MACHIPISA

Harare — The  Zimbabwe Stock
Exchange (ZSE) moved within range
of becoming Africa’s second largest
bourse after the listing of Ashanti
Goldfields, the Ghanaian mining
company, this week.

The exchange, which opened up
to portfolio investment in June 1993,
now boasts capitalisation of almost
$5 billion, behind South Africa’s
$240 billion and Egypt's $7 billion.

‘But with about four companies
planning flotations this year, market
analysts said it would not be long
before the exchange moved into- sec-
ond place,

Ashanti became one of the world's
largest gold mining companies after
it's 97 percent acquisition of Cluff
Resources Zimbabwe,

It'was quoted on the exchange on -

Monday and, in the process, doubled
the market capitalisation of the
bourse.

“T think with this exercise the ZSE
will become the second largest stock
exchange in Africa after the (JSE)”
said Godfiey Gomwe, the managmg
director of Cluff.

“It's positive for our market and
for Zimbabwe that Ashanti chose us
instead ~ '6f the Johannesburg

than 23 percent last morith;: Bt is
expected to soar agam because of

- the recent spate of price hikes, Ziana--
rePorted yesterday.

. Analysts-gaid ‘inflation, which
had hit’ Zimbabwe over the past
three years; had continued its
downward trend in March after

reaching a three-year peak: of:

exchange,” said Mark- Tunmer, the
president of the Zimbabwe exchange.
The Zimbabwe exchange depends
heavily on foreign investors who have
so far invested close fo $87 million
since they were allowed to trade on
the market three years ago. Ashanti
registered 800 000 shares and opened
up at $19,27 a share, said Tunmer.
“It's a sign of confidence in our
market. They could have welf chosen

South Africa,” said Turumet, “This will -

have tremendous benefit to the
exchange as we will roughly be abiout
third largest in Africa.”

Notable exchanges in Africa are
Morocco, whosé market is worth
$5 billion, Ghana, $2,5 billion, Kenya,
$1,9 billion, Mautitius, $1,7 billion,
and Nigeria ,which boasted a market
capitalisation of $1,3 billion,

AL
year mﬂahon rife fell:to just more.

expected 1o negatwely effe k
* thorusginid: & rate of up t0:26 ereent*
wasT forecast’ ovpr’ +next few
monthis:‘An econopist &t Barclays: «
~Bank said inflation was onl; xpect.,.
ed {0 staft falling again duririg-the.-
second and third "quarters” of ;this- "

‘T 1994, Africa had 14 active stock
markets, some of which have grown
drathatically.ovér the past three years.

For example, the International
Finance Corporation’s price-index for
the . Zimbabwe exchange - soared
122,3 percent in the last half of 1993,

Ashanti Goldfields’ quotation on °
the Zimbabwe exchange also marks
the first time the bourse has had a-.
dual listing. Ashanti is also- listed on
the Ghand, London, New York and -
Toronto exchanges. : ‘

Analysts said holding shams in
Ashanti would give locals an ideal
Zimbabwean dollar devaluation
 hedge. The mining company’s quota-
tion also sends a message to foreign
investors that the days of a lack of
shares to buy on the market will soon
be over. — Sapa-IPS
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-worth 28722 million (R309 million). The suspension was “ensurifg that
 We are not exporting something that would be refined elsewhererands:. &
compete with our own ferrochrome”, a chamber official said. —~Sapa *

‘Hararé — Zimbabwe halted exports of dm’)_me, ore yes,terda;zz’i"n'iyhé mm

ing industry analysts say:is a bid to protect the couqtry’s fer )
J2sld
imnfiedi

inidustry from competition, eTt ) 2

Exports ‘of the ore were yesterday suspended #ith 1

N p

ffect fo

e

-allow state mirnietal authorities “to rationalise the activity and determine
- realistic quantities which could be allowed for exports”, ' ‘-

A Zimbabwe Chamber of Mines offiéial said about 2 OOOtopsof B

chrome ore had beeivexported since the first approval was giveritw

o 0.,_:- S
years ago for chrome to be exported-as ore, instead. of being shipped cut

as smelted and refined ferrochrome ingots. According to the latest figuies.
available, Zimbabwe exported 219 000 tons of refined ferrochrome in 1994
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Harare — Zimbabwe's annual tobac-
€0 auctions opened on Tuesday in a
market rattled by a new levy and
attacks on the industry by blacks
vowing to end white control,

Peter Richards, the president of
the Zimbabwe Tobacco Association,
said producers were trying to per-
suade the govérnment to strap a new
5 percent levy on sales, - .

. He said Zimbabwe’s position as
the world’s third largest tobacco
grower could be threatened by the
new levy, which was expected to
Squeeze growers’ profit by making
them cough up Z$250 million to
Z5300 million (about R106 million to

»abwe tobacco indus

R128 million) a year.

Tobacco is one of the country’s top
foreign exchange earmers, bringing in
about Z$2 biflion each year.

Richards said the association was
“highly disturbed” by attacks from
some black business lobby groups,
which claim the tobacco industry was
dominated by whites and racists.

Several groups took out a full-
page advertisement in the Sunday
Mail to denournce Denis Norman, the
agriculture minister, whom they
aceused of promoting white suprema-
cy at the expense of black business., -

“The public utterances of cerfain ...

groups ... that all sectors of the tobac-
€0 industry indulge in economicéabe--
tage are fallacious,” Richards said.

under pféss
- a@)zlyfil (e)

tobacco trader, advertised a tender. for

Industry players said this created.an

fional dermiand caiised by
+ drop in the Brazilian‘ero

e

3

ure

. "If such”practice™to- take: place, -
government has the wherewithal and . |
support of the industry to eradicate
them and punish the offenders.” .

Roger Boka, a’ leading black

£

almost the entire crop last wezk. (

impression that the auction’ system
would not be employed this year,

. But Richards said 200 miliion kilo-- ,
grams of tobacco would g0 imder the" "
hammer in this year’s marketing sea-
son, Prices were expected ‘to'equal. or’
surpass last. year’s $2,12.a kil
because ,of. the ‘10p/s 'good;.

flavoured quality-and highet in

---- SN







HARARE == A Swedish commilnica:
| tions company has won a governmen
. | contract for the mstallaﬁon of a R90m

i cellular telephone system i 1n Zimba

amid a long-running
tender procedure. (

The Financial GE 3
quoted ofﬁclaldocuments as saymgt !
- contract had been & arde ‘g Krigas
- Radio Systems. - 53 2b.J

The newspaper € rlier p
series of embarrassing" disclostires on
attempts to byps
cedures for. th
puts-to anie

feis
ntract "The ‘award
‘an “18-month-saga i

ergency powers to

ipréme, Court to ensure the con-
cts ayedmstate hands.
; icions first: emerged in 1994
mpanies bidding for the con-
vere told by the state-owned
and Telecommunications Corpo-
ration they had to submit new tenders.
Then it was discovered 62 tons of

al‘ énder pro-

which’ President. ‘Robert Mugabe was.
16
stitutional decision by

by
W closmg date for bidslast February

‘sson’s: transmtters ‘had been installed
on. top of the. corporahons main ex-
change: A 'fihance ministry investiga-
jon: later found Ericsson had been
avoured” by authorities. The tender
was then shelved, only to be reissued

7 ,bythe corporation lastyear ‘
In December last year busmessman
. Strive Magiyiwa won a landmark con-

stitutional decision from the Supreme

" Court which ruled the corporation’s
“delinquent” telephone service was g0 |

- bad its monopoly over telephone ser-
vices in the country was a violation of |

Zimbabweans’ right to free expression.
, However in January Mugabe issued
a decree effectively blockmg theruling.
One of Masiyiwa’s US ¢
pulled ont and Masiyiwa sa1
massive debts, . D

. Ericsson’s senior representatwe in
Harare Henrick Moberg would not con-

. firm. yesterday that his company had -

won the tender. —Sapa.

Sources 'conﬁJ:'med soon after Eric-,

vestors |
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.  —= Ziml
rates and runaw

abwe’s high lending
aivay inflation’ were a -
major digincentive for-potential US in-

vestors in the southern African state,
US ambassador-Johnnie Carson -said

yesterday. "~ -

“Interett, rates are too high, infla-
tion is‘too high and there needs to be'a:

greater-effort to promote and creafe an

erivironment which attracts foreign in--

vestors,” hesaid:; & 3 ¢

Y

The US ambagsador was a di'éssmg
the medis atthe annual Zimbabwe In-

western city of Bulawayo. - .
" "Carson said interest rates;

omer” s

nies, many-of them ' 'niow’o

- yestin neighbouring SA:

Sg
;year. the;World -

wLast

s pended financial

failed to meet a Aumber-
:  Rea

_The Zimbabwean business. sector
‘hag’ been’ pressing ‘Président . Robert-.
;Mugabe’s: government. to:bring’down -
interest rates-and inflationary;levels-|
by cutting down orits spending. '~

International  Monetary - Fund: sus-"
] ] , gid - for Zimbabwe's
tornational -Trade.Fair in the south- . egonomic‘;‘ref(irn;,_.prdgx_‘amme_,afber}it-

U P
pting-to in

prermrei)

Banik and/the; |

of costicutting .
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With tobacco growers arld’ merchants
predicting a bumper year for Zim-
babwe’s top export, virginia flue-cured
tobacco, some economists are revising
their growth projections for 1996.

Barclays Bank Zimbabwe is predicting
7,6% real GDP growth this year after an
officially estimated 3% drought-driven
downturn in 1995. Others, less optimisti-
cally, have settled for 6%-7%.

Agriculture is spearheaded by a maize
crop of about 2,6 Mt {875 000 t last year),
of which about half will be sold to the
State-owned Grain Marketing Board and
millers, and cotton production, which
should double to more than 220 000 t.

At 200m kg, flue-cured tobacco output
will be up marginally on last year's
198,8m kg. But dealers expect the price
to increase almost 20% to US$2,50/kg,
valuing the crop at about $500m — sec-
ond highest in the country’s history, after
the $555m of 1991,

The outlook for mining is mixed. The
ferrochrome industry, third largest ex-
porter after tobacco and gold, has been
hit by lower world prices. And nickel out-
put is constrained by production prob-
lems at Anglo American Corp’s Bindura
Nickel Mining Co.

Gold will be up in volume and value
and, in the final-weeks of the year, the
country's first significant platinum mine
should come on stream when the BHP
Minerals Hartley mine starts production.

Tourism will continue to grow rapidly
but manufacturing will remain the prob-
lem child. Output is estimated to have
fallen about 12% last year — though this
official number is challenged by some,
including Barclays Bank, which claims
output is unchanged.

There is likely to be a modest rebound
in manufacturing this year but there is a
question mark over medium-term
prospects as Zimbabwean manufactur-
ers are losing market share, especially to

Economy & FINANGE: 33;

'SA — at home and in the region — and’ |*

Asian suppliers,

Two crucial policy decisions could
change all this: the revamping of Zim-
babwe’s tariff structure, which is ex-
pected to be announced soon, and the

proposed Southern African Develop-

Leonard Tsumba . . . frying to hold the line

ment Community trade protocol under
discussion and scheduled — optimisti-
cally — for approval by the community’s
leaders in August.

With exports on a roll and import de-
mand dampened by a sluggish economy
that has grown at less than 1% a year
since 1991 ({though this official estimate
is also questioned by some in the private
sector) and by high interest rates, the
balance of payments on the current ac-
count is likely to strengthen, though re-
maining in modest deficit of around 2%
of GDP,

Government economic policy is
fraught with unknowns and uncertain-
ties. So the growth speaks volumes for
private-sector drive and tenacity.

A month after his lacklustre election
victory, President Robert Mugabe had
still not got round to appointing a Fi-
nance Minister to replace Ariston Cham-
bati who died seven months ago..

Economic policy is in limbo, except in
the monetary field where Reserve Bank
governor Leonard Tsumba is trying to
hold the anti-inflationary line in the face
of a soaring budget deficit, a weakening
currency and administered price rises.

Optimists are forecasting a steep fall in

inflation in the closing months of 1996 as

relative food price stability returns to
Zimbabwe. In the first quarter, inflation
averaged 26% and Tsumba says there
can be no lowering of interest rates —
the ‘Reserve Bank’s rediscount rate is,

+29,5% — until there is a sustained fall in
the rate of price increases.,

Economists are asking whether that.
will be enough. They also point to holes
in Tsumba's argument. He is committed
to holding money supply growth to a
maximum of 22% this year, which — if he
sticks to his guns — will not accommo-
date inflation of 20% and real growth of
7%. Something will have to give.

Not even inflation optimists believe in-
flation will average less than 20% over
the year, which means either money
supply will have to grow quicker than
targeted — with resultant higher infla-
tion next year — or Tsumba will have to
countenance an increase rather than a
fall in real interest rates as inflation starts
to slow down.

Another puzzling factor is just how the
government hopes to finance its borrow-
ing requirement this year without a fur-
ther rise in interest rates. Already the
public corporations and municipalities
have said they will be borrowing more
than Z$7bn. And central government
will need Z$6bn.,

Even before the private sector's re-
quirements are taken into account, this
implies a borrowing requirement of 20%
of GDP. This s incompatible with lower
real rates and meeting Tsumba’s mone-
tary targets. m
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? ¢ Joseph-Mateuzo;-left,; and Tawanda Mviambo:build-a- coffin-j in: Harare, Zimbabwe:-

" - Coffin-rhaking has become big business in-Zimbabwe where health authorities

- reportmorethan 300 AIDS- ‘Yelated deathsa Week, ‘ - Plcture; AF
Zimbabwe

AIDS ”ia ‘wns coffin boéﬁa’{flnj;
b (3629

HARARE - AIDS has ‘miade ‘coffin- Ste henNcu &, worksiop manager:. ..
ablgbusmess inZimbabwe. imbabwe's biggest conventional
Cas ets come in varied shapes and funeral parlour says it opened eight
sizés made from all kinds of cut-rate new branches around the country to_
- materials. Some models can be folded cope with increased demand.
for easy transportation by bus tofunér~ ~ Regular coffins sell for about
alsin distant tribal villagés, 231 000, New &tyles made from reject
Sellers offer bargains next to road-  timber, cardboard packaging material
gide kiosks. Cut-price coffin stores orframed canvas start at about Z$200.
- have sprung up with brightly painted The coll?szble coffin, a-shroudona |
advertising signs. ° sturdy wooden frame,’ folds into a bag
Putting aside :its:simple.furniture; hght]y,vlargera@th pri Tt
the workshiop'for ‘mentally handica vés on:the high'tost o gporting
ped, trainees in Harare now turns-out. ‘standard coﬁin to:a’rémote tribal buri-
rough caskets: ‘The.demand,is. very. -.al. Says one advertisement:,
high. That’s why we are part of 1t -gaid: daad not yourﬁ:tu.re.

,-. (m
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Zimbabweans, about 10 percent of -
the country’s 11 million people, will
depend on state famine relief this -
year despite widespread summer
rains that should provide most
regions with a food surplus.

Willard Chiwewe, the perma-
nent secretary for social welfare,
was quoted in Monday's edition of
The Herald newspaper as saying
preliminary investigations by field
staff indicated 1034000 people
were likely to need government
food aid to-avoid starving.

Most were in the provinces of
Masvingo and Matabeleland South,
in perennially drought-stricken -
areas not reached by the heavy rains
that soaked the rest of the country.
Zimbabwe has suffered widespread
crop failures in four of the past five
years because of drought. —

Last year drought left;more than
5 million people, most of the coun-
i Ny - fry’s tural population, without
S Lo i . crops and 300 000 toris Bf maize had

o . I ' - ‘ to be imported. A
. Joseph Mateuzo, left, and Twanda Muiarbo work on a coffin outside Harare, Zimbabwe. Coffinmaking has ‘The maize harvest this year is
' boomied in Zimbabuwe, where health authorities report more than 300 deaths weekly from Ads and Aids-related expected to more than treble to
% fllnesses- - R 2,6 million tons from. last year’s
Y ; : ' PHOTC: SARAHANE POCEE 840 000 tons. —Sapacz .
. L
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The struggle continues

more Aids p
Kior 2]s

[at: -

o

atients

i3 @)

Governments are short of 303m<\dnoﬁ treatment

or even education campaigns

By Ancus SHAW

Harare - The skeletal young man

: with sweat-drenched iimbs wait-

ed for four hours in the emer-
gency room of Harare's main hos-
pital.

He finally made it to a ward
with other Aids sufferers where

_ he spent a few days before being
. $ent home todie.
© - With:liim. went a leaflet on

T

- basic Aids care containing tips for
. those unable to afford medication,
>such as sucking tomatoes to
- sdothe mouth lesions.

 Zimbabwe's state hospitals

:| and dinics offer little else for vic- -
#| tims of “mukondombera” ~ which
1} means “the big kill” in Shona.
4.| Aidshas spread so far and fastin -
J:| Zimbabwe that the government .
LF:|. resources and medical care cannot

L

g

q._.w.,
G

In a chilling example of priori-
ties, Aids patients requiring ex-
pensive kidney dialysis treatment
have been cut off by the govemn-

~ ment, which has decided it cannot
afford to spend scarce health
funds on dying people.

The sitvation is similar in
other impoverished African na-
tions where Aids is rampant and
governments are short of money
for treatment or even education
campaigns. Zimbabwe now has

. the highest infection rate in Africa,

- partly because horrendous death
tolls in Uganda and other spots in
central Africa have wiped out
many of the afflicted there.

Atthe end of 1995, nearly 97 of
every 100 000 people in Zimbab-
we were infected with the Aids

virus, the World Health Organisa-

ton (WHE). s: g% The number
2 %&w@%&%w . mm.mwm...uoﬁm@

i WSS we‘» L._;u A u.rn
FE Vi he L

49 in Malawi, 45 in Ivory Coast, 33
in Togo, 25 in Kenya, 24 in
Guinea-Bissau and 23 in Uganda.

In comparison, the United
States had a rate of almost 23 for
every 100 000 people.

But health experts stress these
figures are based only on reported
cases and say African nations
grossly understate their Aids
cases.

Zimbabwe Health Minister
Timothy Stamps estimates that by
the end of this year, the epidemic
will have killed 270000 of the
country’s 10,8 million people.

At least 300 victims die each
week, according to official statis-
tics, and the actual figure is be-
lieved to be two or three times
higher because many %moﬂ_m do
not disclose they have the disease.

in the United States, which has
nearly 25 times the population.
An estimated 25% of urban
adults aged 1945 have contracted
the Aids virus, mostly from het-
erosexual promiscuity rooted in
polygamous African {raditions.
Only one personality, David
Mankaba of the Bhundu Boys
WOW group, has publicly admitted
e had Aids. On April 6 Vice-Pres-
ident Joshua Nkomo became the
first prominent person to an-
nounce an Aids death in the fami-
ly — his son Edward Thutary, (41),
a former guerrilla and business-
mar
“We need someone like (US
basketball star) Magic Johnson to
give impact to Aids education,”
said Helen Jackson, director of
Safaids, a southern African Aids

By contrast, a little over 800 ~ informaticn service,. “Right now,

peopl§ wﬁ.mog Aids each week ¥ pecple are frightened.”—Sapa-AF.
. B : !
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coffin sales
up in Zi

.‘ "
AIDS has iiride coffin-making a big ess ig Zxababwe.

Caskets come in varied shapes and sizes made from
all kinds of cut-rate materials, Sote models can even be
folded for easy transportation by bus to funerals in distan;
tribal villages,

Sellers offer bargains next to roadside kiosks, Cut-
price coffin stores have Sprung up with brightly painted
advertising signsw’h‘/’

Puiting aside iis simple furniture, the main works op
for mentaily handicapped trainees in Harare now makes
rough caskets using donated materials,

“The demand is very high. That’s why you find every-
body is into the business. That’s why we are part of it,”
said Stephen Ncube, the workshop manager.

Zimbabwe’s biggest conventional funeral parlour says
it opened eight new branches around the country to cope
with increased demand for burials in the past five years.

Regular coffins sell for about R480. New styles made
from reject timber, cardboard packaging material or
framed canvas start at around R96.

The collapsible coffin, a shroud on a sturdy wooden
frame. folds into a smal] bag. ~ Supa-AP

25 |G
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i ‘said political

e en e oy

Hise

o

. || HARARE. ="The‘old guasdwhio, e -
1| Plack majority rule for Zimbabwe are. -
“getling long in the tooth and should be - .

grooming a new generation of political
‘le‘ia,_der‘sﬁ for the next century, analysts
S N U
* . Buf, Zimbabwé's venerable libera
tion war leaders.are in no, hurry to
shand dver the reins of power and

el uninterested in encouraging

néw blood.

it “There is no\do_ubt ‘that we need

yolinger blood. Qur system does not

{|:3eéem ready to accept anyone outside

those who fought, for independence,”
scieritist John Makuimbe,
“Your war. credentials: ate- your:
Dégsport to high office or so it seems,”
“hesaid. o U
i Dr Makumbe, of the University of
‘Zimbabwe, said this Was- onie. major. -
teason why Zimbabwe's. generally
weak and divided political . opposi:-
tion, led by men; whose' war. records -
were questioned, had failed to unseat
president Robert Mugabe, '
. Mr Mugabe is.72 and has been the:
countiy’s sole ruler since’'it gaingy
independence from Britain in 1980..
He has just been re-elected for'a

.z The five représent

still feels healthy and useful. -

;- Veteran opposition:lea
baningi Sithole of Zimbabwe Afr
Nationa] Union{(ZANU):Ndonga party:
is.76 and itétire'd;Bijs‘_h'ﬁp,Abel Muzore-
wa, president ’of‘the'.bpposlit;io_n“Uni_ted,.' [

Can [h=ah

Parties, ig72,. -

-Afair sampleiof
the warrior nationalists -who;have:
doéminated Zimbabwean politi : ‘
the launch of the struggle fo
rule by the majority;b
years ago. Former Rhp
Tan Smithis 7. "o ih o noh
- Like US Republican-presid; tial.
candidate Bob Dole, who is: alsoe72, -
-and South Afriean President Nalic
Mandela,. 77, their age:isica
concern, RO |
Mr-Mugabe refuses to liscuss 'hi
rétirémentior who will'suceeed him,
saying he does not like the subjéct and

Reuter |
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Zimbabwe to get new

independent voice

mrér 3°9/6(%

A new newspaper aims tofill a gaping hole at
the heart of Zimbabwe’s media market,
reports Richard Saunders -

NEW independent news-
paper will hit Zim-
babwe's streets next
week in an effort to keep

ive a faltering voice in

" the national press.

The Zimbabwe Independent, a
business-oriented weekly, comes in
the wake of a crisis in the indepen-
dent press which has seen many
publications disappear or teeter on
the brink of financial collapse,

After blossoming in the wake of
political liberalisation in the late
Eighties, Zimbabwe’s celebrated
private sector press has been bui-
feted in the Nineties by the strong
winds of economic reform.

High interest rates, soaring pro-
duction costs and restricted con-
sumer demand led to shrinking
margins. Asa resuit the commercial
foundations of the private sector

. press have been severely eroded,

and the scope and national reach of
published opinion has narrowed.
Zimbabweans might now fee] freer
to criticise government and debate
national policy, but there are few
places where their voices can be
heard.

After a flurry of publishing activity
featuring a rash of new titles in the
early Nineties, Zimbabwe's publish-
ing giants reasserted themselves.
Today the market is dominated more
than ever by Zimpapers, the publicly
owned government-controlled chain
which publishes six papers, inchid-
ing four weeklies and the country's
only two dailies,

But, whereas Zimpapers wields
unchallenged command of market
share, it no longer leads opinion.

“In the early Nineties ordinary
Zimbabweans had a brief taste of a
free press, and they liked it,” says
Independent assistant editor iden
Wetherall,

“Since then space has opened in
the media market, because the
broad readership has become more
sophisticated. Zimbabweans will no
longer accept news which is hidden,
distorted or massaged by editors
unashamedly beholden to the gov-
emment.”

Zimpapers' primary unearned

advantage rests in the fact there are
few alternatives, . )

Aclutch of smaller monthlies and
weeklies, addressing themselves to
narrower communities, have
mostly shied away from trying to
establish a broad national pres-
ence. A limited set of popular mag-
azines, which have been more polit-
ically adventurous, have had
muted impact because of their lim-
ited publication frequency and dis-
tribution. )
- On the other hand, newspapers
which have tried to break the Zim-
papers monopoly have been con-
fronted by the enormous and rising
costs involved -— and by a govern-
ment jealous off its privileged
access to the national press.

The latest victim of tightening
margins and the ruling party’s
political sensitivities is Modus

Publications, where spiralling debt

fuelled by pumishing interest rates
forced the closure of two papers
and the editorial reining-in of a
third, the respected Financial
Gazetie.

‘Zlmbabweans w:ll no
longer accept news
which is hidden,
distorted or massaged
by editors unashamedly
beholden to the
government’

Once a leading exponent of criti-
cal opinion and debate, the
Gazette's editorial independence
gradually fell prey to demands from
Modus's owners, themselves under
pressure from their creditors at the
government-controlled Zimbank.

In the wake of management’s
increasing admoniton to ease up
on criticism of the government and
ruling party, Gazette editor Trevor
Ncube and several other senior edi-
torial staff left the paper this year.

Since then, Modus has strug-
gled to maintain the Gazette's tra-
ditional readership and advertis-

ing base. Staff and infrastructure

@)

have been pared back sharply, in
a desperate attempt to cut costs
and stay afloat. -

All of this — the firiancial collapse
of Modus and the political crumbling
of Zimpapers' legitimacy — has lefta
gaping hole at the heart of the Zim-
babwean newspaper market, which .
the Independentaims tofill. -

With solid capital, management
and editorial resources (including a
translocated senior editerial teamn
from Modus, headed by former
Guzetteeditor Neube), thereis a good
chance it will succeed. Nonetheless,
the paper’s backing raises questions
about where the Independent's sup-
port comes from, andwmchnaﬂonal
voice it represents.

The Independents leading
investors, Clive Murphy and Clive
Wilson, have been important play-
ers.in the local industry since the
Eighties. when both were involved
in the ownership and ement
of the Gazette. In 1989 they sold
their eontrolling interest in Modus
to the company’s curent owners, a
consertivm of black businessmen
led by former Zimpapers CEQ, Elias
Rusike. In the following years Mur-
phy and Wilson consolidated a new

publishing company and developed
a national distribution agency, both
of which will now help support the
I .

If the origins of the paper’s capital
backing expose it to populist

- attacks from government and an

increasingly militant black busi-
ness “indigenisation” lobby, the
composition of the Independent’s
editorial staff make it difficult to
sustain this line of criticism.

The editorial team insists it has
been given firm guarantees of edi-
torial autonomy by the Indepen-
dent’s owners, and that the previ-
ous editorial line developed dur-
ing tenure at the black-owned
Modus will be maintained. That
stance included support for
meaningful “black empowerment”
measures, as well as govern-
ment's punishing economic
reform programme.

But both these positions may
well become sticking points for
the Independent in the current
era of Indigenisation politics,
which has seen pressure groups
calling for the rapid indigenisa-
ton of the economy. :







_ Quality, liowever, will be far superiof:to
1995's droughit-stressed crop; and the mar-
ketis.a :
erage-prices to around 250 US cents a kg
(19951°212¢)."If achieved, this will be the
third highest price obtained en the floors,
after the re
265¢ the previous year.
. “The ]ast time prices.{

: tir ok off in this way,
was in:1990:91. The conibination of output
expansion and consumer resistdrice re-
sultediin a shatp downturn that pushed the-
price;as.low;:as. 125¢ in 1993{:This time

howevet, the tobacco industry.is more op- -

timistic.

w labour costs and high yields make’

- Zimbabwera, far.more competitive pro;:.:

ducer’of quality tobacco than its rivals in
Brazil and North America... = =" o
. The -Zimbabwe indusiry:ought to ‘be
laughing ali the way to the bank, but there
are three clouds on the horizon. . '
+One;is the land issue; revived jn last’
‘by Robert Mugabe. Since taking oifice 16
earsago, his administration has been
promising to expropriaté - with: soine’
compensation — white-owned-farmland
for redistribition to the country’s black
majority! Little has beéi acliieved, but, in
recent -months, the president has, turned
up.the heat a few notches; insisting that
this time the government:really will im-
plement its election promises. .,

" The second, more inifmii; t;prdiaierdié_

‘thie -announcement ' in-Febriary of a 5%
turnover tax on tobacco sold at auctions,
“Although the finance
new tax was passed by ]
month, it has not yet been:gazetted, and'

growers hope that last-minute represen- .

fations might just result in a change:of

heart in government. It is not clear just -

how this could happen, sineé;it:wodld in:.
volve the president eiftier overruling par-
liament. or sending the ‘bill back to be
amended.” S Lot

nticipating an 18% increase in av:"  is less al
ironically it:will impact seve:

he record 325 US cents in 1991 ?n‘t_ii'-}

“Hindigenous) Zimpabwe Assc

month’s presidential election eampaign -

neluding this :
yarliament last,

deductible for income . [aX
grower is paying-tax:on-incg)
- received. 2
" With prices set to ris
i$ less thanindusry isth

9.000 .or so black
These farmiers a
ciuse’their ‘yields:
obtained by large-gcale: far af;)
quality is usually poor-too. ol
- The most'serious threat to,the industry”
is.the activity of.a vociferous;blackbusi- -
nessman, Roger Boka, Whohas se '

g
;)
S

bacco Merchants. ", . . &% )
In fecent months; hevhas promised to
set up a third tobagco flooi schediled o
start operations:withini|weeks —* wi
‘capacity of:virtually*dotible the existil
crop. He has:set a May “tender.:date for
thie entie 200-million kilograim crop; and .
tried to block:the awardof buying licences
to the swhite-owiied: merchant:compan;
Tribae, thereby. bringing.himsel
open conflict: with Denis -Normah,*
ister of agriculture. Just how Mr:B
tender: plan -will, operate in a.market.
whére — by law — growers miust sell their;
leaf on the auction floors, andiin an in-
dustry with "a" vast ‘range of.different
grades-and qualities; is‘uncléay:/The auc:.
tion floor sale system, criticised hecause
of the domirnance:of a:handfi Aaje
miultinatiotial buyers, may b
but:seems the hest:available: .

o A .

.. 'The industry is:too big and £

ka's

: , : | far'too i
portant”for Zimbabwe — ac¢counting. for
more than afifth of totallworld éxports —

to be disrupted by his campaign; but the '

signs are that Dr Mugabe himself will stép
into the fray before very much longer.: ;

“It is not-going to be easy for him'to come,
out against those pushing for fobacco in-.
dustry indigenisation, The trick,will. be to
find a way of:appeasing; that lobby, with:
oiit dathaging confidence in.thé:Country’s:
top export business at'the sarhetime. —
Finandiol Timess,..
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From The Economist the railways, stoe] televisionand age through which the Prestdent 1ozl equivgfent of more than i
fadio monopolies and daily  eap Teward Joya) Supporters, $100 million in 1994, and recorg. |-
Harare — The case for privatisa- Newspapers, Yet not even Mugabe cap ed a profit of $21 million Jag¢
tion in Zimbabwe Is strong. It Why not sell such state hold-  escape economics. He' digjikes year. The World Bank congraty-
State-owned companies  are ings? Mugabe i Stll steeped in  ghe idea of Privatisation, byt his lated the Government on thesy
mostly Ioss-making, and increas-  ¢he liberation theories of the government hag begun moving  changes, byt the IMF is lookine
ingly " inefficion; The govern. 1960s which favoured Socialism  towards it State shares inprivate  fop further Progress towards fyjj
ment’s budget deficis is about and, centrally controlled econg. Companies have peep sold in the Privatisation,
13 percent of gpp Those are my. ‘The governmeng has, since Past year. Subsidies ¢ state At}ﬁrddifﬁcultyis that if any
800d reasons for 5 sell-off. Not 1990, brought in Some market. enterprises haye largely been State enterprises arp to be sold
good enough for President orientated reforms, byt Mugabe stopped and severa] enterprises  inty Private hangds, Mugabe
Robert Mugabe though, and his cabinet gtijf largely mis-  have been Commercialised. wants those hands to pe not just
T is plenty to sej], if they  tryg Private enterprige, These reforms, though criti. Zimbabwean, byt black. Byt
wanted to. The gap Tuns € world of politics adgs @ dsed by some ag merely cosmet-  there are few  Zimbabwean
telecommum‘caﬁons, ftwo com- Stronger argument; the state sec- ¢, have made things better. The  blacks or black-run COMparnieg
mercial banks, Ajr Zimbabwe, o s a handy source of Patron-  grain Marketing board Jogt the rich enough to buy,

' © stalls at the privatisar: te /
Zimbabwe sta]ls at th LLivati Jon ga




- By Emelia Sithole ... 1 T Zimbabwe s a net impGrter ~Hor. IS a major recoyery

i ' - . of wheat bec'ause']dcal'j'afq;iuc“—'" . from last year,” Wells said;” ~ .
:Haxfam:—"Zimbalee’s wheat | tion is usually below the aver:. ., - There is a 'sirict ban on
oiitput is expected to treble to - age domestic consumption. of;, - .whiat exporfs because the/gov-
250600 tons this year becayse 350 000 tons a year, Wells said, emnment says Zimbabwe has
of strong rain, an industry offj: projected output for this year- yet to'achieve self-sufficiency. -

dial said yesterday. - was much higher than Tast " The producers’ association
. Leter Wells, thejchief execu- . ' year, when drought cut pro- is lobbying for liberalisafiori. - ‘
liveof the Zimbabwe Cereals _duction -from- 276 000 tons to " “We could have th w_l;leat.

roducers' Association, said. 70000. - - /" move- around the ‘regio
theybigger. crop would help- "Wk rain, thé majority of . i i
reduce the country’s import farm and- government dams .

meeds .. did’fill it dffewr excep-
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By Andrew Meldrum

Harare — Anglo American’s opera-
tions in Zimbabwe hdye come
under scathing attack  from
President Robert Mugabe, who also
announced that all future investors
in his country would require black
Zitmbabwean partners and that big
business should award shares to its
workers.

“Why, when there is 50 much
black advancement in South Africa,
should Anglo American seek to
have a white South African appoint-
ed. as executive of its Zimbabwe
operations?” said Mugabe yester-
day after his announcement of a
cabinet reshuffle.

“When we are seeking to have
all Zimbabweans have a stake in
our economy, especially blacks,
why is this company seeking t0
maintain an apartness; to keep the
company controlied by whites?”

Mugabe’s outburst came after
he announced a long-awaited cabi-
net reshuffle. Asked at a media con-
ference after he made the announce-

Mugabe attacks

O
et (PR

ment if anti-
white rhetoric
by government
officials and by
black business-
men was hav-
ing a negative
effect on invest-
ment, Mugabe i
said if potential  Robert Mugabe
investors were

put off by the need toincrease black
ownership, then Zimbabwe could
do without their investment.

He singled out Anglo American,
Zimbabwe's largest corporation.
Mugabe charged that Anglo
American was attempting to have a
white South African appointed o 8
key executive position in Zimbabwe
when there were black Zimbab-
weans qualified for the position. He
also said the company had kept
blacks in technical and lower-level
managemment positions.

Far from toning down the anti-
white thetoric that characterised his
presidential campaign in March,
Mugabe said his government

Anglo over ‘a
SO,

9
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would continue pigssing for greater
control of the economy by blacks.

“We are going to demand that -

the big companies operating in
Zimbabwe, one, recognise the role
of the workers, like in Germany, and
give them a share in the ownership
of the company. Two, the companies
must open up entry for ownership
by blacks, It will be on an agreed,
voluntary basis.

*WWe will want to see 20 percent
ownership by bliacks, for a start. We
want to gently persuade them, but if
that doesr't work we will continue
pushing.”

New foreign investment must
have black Zimbabwean pariners,
said Mugabe.

Critics of his black empower-
ment drive charge that although
there are many blacks well connect-
ed with the ruling Zanu-PF party
who would like to be owners of
major corporations, few of them
have the funds to purchase shares.

Mugabe appointed Herbert |

Murerwa as the new minister of
finance.
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By Andrew Meldrum

Harare — Anglo American’s opera-
Hons in Zimbabwe haye come
under scathing atta from
President Robert Mugabe, who also
announced that all future investors
ins his country would require black
Zimbabwean partners and that big
business should award shares o its
workers.

“Why, when there is 50 much
black advancement in South Africa,
should Anglo American seek to
have a white South African appoint-
ed. as executive of its Zimbabwe
operations?” said Mugabe yester-
day after his announcement of a
cabinet reshuffle.

“When we are seeking to have
all Zimbabweans have a stake in
our economy, especially blacks,
why is this company seeking to
maintain an apartness; to keep the
company controlled by whites?”

Mugabe's outburst .came after
he announced a fong-awaited cabi-
net reshuffle. Asked at a media con-
ference after he made the announce-

cT
ment if anti-
white rhetoric
by government
officials and by
black business-
men was hav-
ing a negative
effect on invest-
ment, Mugabe it
said if potential - Robert Mugabe
investors were
put off by the need to increase black
ownership, then Zimbabwe could
do without their investment.

He singled out Anglo American,
Zimbabwe's largest corporation.
Mugabe charged that Anglo
American was attempting to have a
white South African appointed to a
key executive position in Zimbabwe
when there were black Zimbab-
weans qualified for the position. He
also said the company had kept
blacks in technical and lower-level
management positions,

Far from toning down the anti-
white thetoric that characterised his
presidential campaign in March,
Mugabe said his government
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would continue préssing for greater
control of the economy by blacks.

“We are going to demand that
the big companies operating in
Zimbabwe, one, recognise the role
of the workers, like in Germany, and
give them a share in the ownership
of the company. Two, the companies
must open up entry for ownership
by blacks. It will be on an agreed,
voluntary basis.

e will want to see 20 percent
ownership by blacks, for a start, We
want to gently persuade them, but i
that doesn’t work we will continue
pushing.”

New foreign investment must
have black Zimbabwean partners,
said Mugabe.

Critics of his black empower-
ment drive charge that although
there are many blacks well connect-
ed with the ruling Zanu-PF party

who would like to be owners of {"

major corporations, few of them
have the funds to purchase shares.

Mugabe appointed Herbert
Murerwa as the new minister of
finance.
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HARARE: Zim ‘
. Mugabé,_;qshufﬂed his cabinet yesterday,
‘and appointed Mr Herbert Murerwa as
Finance Minister, He formetly held.the
Industry;and Commezce portfolio. ;' .
Zimbabwe's state radio said Mugabe
annotinced a full cabinet reshuffle, which-
_ hadbeen expected by 1ocal markets since
tig was fe-elected in March.. - '
Loc_al'industrialists.Wel_comed the con-
firmation of Murerwa as Finance Ministez
-and économic analysts believed he would
bé accepted in time‘,by.intelrr_lat.idgal '

7 E

doriors; Who expected him.
refit ecotiomic reforms.-

ted Labour and Social
Nathan Shamuyarira to

" Welfare Minister i
Industry and

- take over from Murerwa as

- Cormesce minister.

. National Affairs

tauro was appointed Labour and Social

Weifase Minister, and Education Minister

Lesabe replaces Chit

Minister David Karimanzi-

‘ éplacediby logavgovs .
yoe Mujuru, — Reuter

I







control of P

HARARE - Zimbabwean President
Rubert Mugabe s covernment has
assumed ful} vontrol of the cooniry’s
main Press gioup tollowing the can-
cellation of the last legal vestiges of
independence procecting it from
stare interrersnce.

A local newspaper reported yes-
erday that the Zimbabwe Mass
Media Trust. the nominally inde-
peadent body thar owns the coun-
uy's fargest Press chain. Zimbabwe
Newspapers (Zimpaperst and the
domestic wire service Zimbabwe
fnter-Africa News Agency (Zianal,
would now have 10 1ake orders from
Mugabe or the informution minis-
ter.

The Sunday Mail, the coumiry’s
largest-selling weekly newspaper
and a ZMMT title, quoted Informa-

saying the legal deed that created the
ZMMT Rad been amended last
month to sirip the trustees of their
independence and put the govern-
ment in charge.

Chakaodza said the ZMMT's
freedom from state control was
“unhealthy, since it meant that the
trustees could run Zimpapers the
way thev wanted and neither the
minister of information nor the pres-
ient had the legal powers to do any-
thing about it™.

Chakaodza’s announcement
came days after the launch of the
new tocally owned Zimbabwe Inde-
pendent, which took over the role of
the formerly outspoken independent
weekly Financial Gazette, whose
editor was sacked by its proprietor
for publishing after a report that

Lion digecia: ell Chakuodza as _embarrassed Mugabe.

ress group

Zimbabwe WNewspapers titles
have been regarded as little more
than state mouthpieces. Mugabe has
rersonally ordered the sacking of
three editors.

Politicians also have the final
decision on the appoimment of
senier executives.

However, the election last year of
a new ZMMT chairman saw the first
aitempts by the trust to resist direct
government  influence and to
improve the professional standing of
the nawspaper group that includes
the main daily newspaper The Her-
ald, another daily, The Chronicle,
and four weeklies.

The ZMMT was founded in
1981 to take over the ownership of
Zimpapets after its previous owner,
South Africa's Argus Group, sold
out. - Sapu.
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“Hat Foier Southéin Rhode:,
+ sian- prexnier Sir Garfield Todd,
who was detained and Testricted
| by the Smith government during
], UD! for his support for black na-
| Gonalistn, says Zimmbabyye today.
asickcountry. -

O peloved . Zimbabwe: 18-
foday sick to its soul, direction-
_.431$ss;“exhaus,ted and, for many rea-

%ﬁfﬁiE"' of-déep;: SOTTOW,

! v Gaid  the
New-Zealand-born i

- .C.lehelre‘ - s A
Sir Garfield, now in his 80s,
*déscribed how the headmaster of |
5 boarding school where the Todd
“family supported a number of
“children had sent out an 808 for
food because the suppliers were
- owed ‘so much by government
¢ that they had stopped meeting or-
. ders.. :
i “This is one of the shattering

> S&,Car'lfield said the last gener- .
“31 election when

thought worth dying, was now

¥dons;: physical and spiritual, ina

““on corrup
Financial Gazette concluded: “It-

i

3

fhree million of
the five inillion voters chose notto
go the polls showed that the right
to vote for which many had

-‘f.’ .
@
e
E
\

A

for most a matter of indifference ..
or bitter scepticism. Appealing for . -, ;
an end to attacks on minorities, he
said racism, tribalism and region-
alism should be despised and re-
jected as the diseases they were.

., Sir Garfield s id thiere was also
: 5 Seandis

fdv-a standing’committee

4 nieed

uptio
article’in the

mdependent

was never of course the purpose
of Mugabe and Zanut (PF)to dam-
age Zimbabwe SO grievously.
Quite the opposite. 50 while con-
demning the results of their poli-
cles we must try to be on good
terms with therm as people.

e must work for the possi-
bility that they will leasn t0 cher-
ish Zimbabwe as a whale and

start to live more humbly and lov-
ingly with the yest of us. - - o

e would be happier and s0

would they”

.
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new law th will allow i o collet nillions of dollarsa year (o grows=....
ers and merchants of tobacco, the ‘couniry’s biggest ingle foreign
exchange earner. The Finance-Bill, which sparked -an- outcry from

farmers protésting that it would fuither strain producers aliéady over-

burdened by-exhoibitant ifterest fates, was gazetted on Tuesday with
the levy pegged at § percent. . " - e
But Herbert Murerwa, the firiance ministet, was repottedly. seeking
an Afétidivient to the At to raisé the lévy to 6 perceérit ith farmersnow .
expectéd to pay-2 percent, while buyers would'be taxed the remaining
4 percent. This year, producers of flize-ciwred tobatco.éxpect to'séll about
200 million kilograms of the. golden leaf-and hatl-in about Z85 billion
(dbout R2,L billion). 17 RIS
1 the amendmerit.is’ approved, the 6 percerit:levy, will siphon off -
. more than Z$300 iilliofi a year frorr%fhe bacco industry; in‘addition to
other usual faxes suchras income an o ‘ ists fear
. that the levy:could'be another wa ]
finance logs:making, quasi-governme:
State projects, Zimibabwe is the world's
prodicer of tobacco after China and Bz




3t weel th

thé trade which buys the tobaces, Zim-
najor export, for sale to world

Murerwa: are “for 2% to be borne by
growers'and 4% by the trade. Hﬁmﬁm
--say.this ‘will: merely ‘depress tobacco

" Pri
wﬁm.,, offset thie 4% extra cost. ;
e :So far; salés have netted more than
R426m in: foreign currency, a® vital
oost for*:Zimbabwe’s crisis ridden

y to earn more
R3bn, but there are fears bidders may:

scared away by political factors. -
bl was reported

Pregsure for. the levy

.. tobacco fleor with Chinese help. - .
to 0 With inimediate effect fiom yester-

iaz ‘m,‘ﬁmn.w ‘Finance Minister Herbert"

s a8 international buyers cut théir .

to have come from

- Rodger Boka, who is building his own

* day’s promulgation of the Finance Act,

.- b% of the price of éach bale will have to

. beremitted to the treasury before bales

“’'monies sent to farmers. . - .
-Farmers,. including -abouf
-, emergent small scale black growers,

nent of black economic’émpowerment”

 can. be removed from the ‘floors or

b ..o ave cime gnammhs gt ma%

rad a'levy of 2% on growers and 3% on

- “Those who'

have’ mmmm.‘,m‘uhmm.a.__w ﬂh

-.have.done .pretty well and been Very.

“. 7 lacky, but those selling theirerop from |

.. today will be hard hit,” said a. tobacco
industrysource, . -7 ok Lo

:*1 . The associationhas warned of a pos-

", will bear the entire brunt until the Fi- .

" nance (nlimber two}. Bill' has passed

" through Parliament and is promulgat- -

' ed, which could be up to two months.

; from now. Reading the signs, many of ’

; Zimbabwe’s 1500, white large scale ».
..., commiercial growers have prepared for
u,..&ﬂmnmmmnmﬁoﬂ into fruit,

vegetables

i

: .. sible loss of international confidence in'
. the Zimbabwean crop caused by a se-
.m ooo _ ‘ries of high profile attacks by Boka on

. the industry. He alleged ii-had de-
~-frauded Mugabe's povernment of hil-

lions. of rands in tax and foreign cur-
rency earnings since independence. -
- Boka announced plans to sell the

. entire crop himself by tender to a hith-

erto’‘unknown German -consertium,

‘then to sell to the Chinese, who tra-

- ditionally’ buy-niuch lower grade leaf
' thanZimbabwe produces: . -
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. ..u»_.._‘g.. TN PR - . : ‘ L . : fair play and tolerance set forth by the
‘Zimbabwe crushes fai h in trust  SEssear
ﬂ_oga wm_!nmnm — . oB&E had recently marked World s

‘Many people nised to give Zimpa-
262) MG 17 =23 5[4 bt e e
Press Freedom Day by declaring Zim-

osteringa culture of the trust was there”, says Judith |
‘ Zimbabwean government's babwe “an casis of press freedom”.
e recent raid on the Zimbabwe - - These moves involving the amend-

Ministry of Information, and ensuring and one-time member of the Zim-- .
{ therulingparty'sinfluenceinsidetrust- papers board of directors. “They -
i controlled media with the helpof strate- - argued that claims of government
R gically placed party adherents. ~ control of Zimpapers were exagger- |
‘Ag it happened, this combination of ated. The very fact the trust was there |
§ pressures, and especially Zanu (PF's) made people think twice. No longer.”
back-door access to Zimpapers and Simba Makoni, Zimpapers' manag®® |
Ziana (the national news agency also ing director, has yet to see the revi-
placed under the trust’s control in  sions to the trust deed. The firsthe -
1981), made the trust mostly irrele- heard of the matter was a brief news
vant as a key media player withina item on the front page of the Sunday
few years of independence, When rul- Mail and, despite his inquiries, there
ing party leaders ordered a series of has been nothing since. :

, and managerial dependence on the Todd, a campaigner for press freedom
NN Mass Megiia Trust is a worrying ment of the trust’s founding deed come

=~ M benchmark in the life of the after several years of government
‘7 national press, and sends ambiguous attempts to undermine, marginalise -
% signals about the ruling party’s com; and otherwise weakenthetrust. -
% mitment to continuing & prograyme . . In.1981 the non-partisan trust was
% of political liberalisation. _ “set up by the government to manage
:  For 15 years the trust was paraded the majority shareholding in Zim-
.. by President Robert Mugabe's govern-  papers, the country’s only national
' mentasconcrete proof that Zimbabwe  newspaper chain, which until then
7 would not go the way of many neigh- hadbeen controlied by Argus. At inde-
" houring countiles in crushing the pendence, the government was anx-

v & tandard-bearers of freedom of speech ious to remove the South African pres-  Bornwell Chakaodza at the a7 editorial dismissals at Zimpapers, The Mass Media Trust itself has

“+ 'and mercilessly-reining in themedia. ence in the national press, but was conferencein Gauteng this week starting in 1985, trustees were given not commented. Observers are now

_ . So the surprise anmouncement by  sensitive about alienating skilled ’ PHOTO:RUTHMOTAU 1O space io intervene, and were wondering if this is a sign of resis-
Director of Information Bornwell locals and potential investors. informed that firings and hirings were tance — or submission.

Chakaodza that the trustees had  The frust emerged as an innovative government claimed it would have no  a “company matter”.” :
acceded to the government's demand - solution, combining public ownership. gﬂ%oﬁﬁnﬁaﬁﬁﬁog&.  In the past there was always the Richard Saunders is an academic
for an effective veio over a supervisory with politically independent manage-  Forawhileit seemed to work, How- _hypothetical possibility of calling Enﬂ...‘%nmo.mm_.wmam in Zimbabwe media
: role within the organisation came asa ment. Aboard of trustees was appoint-  ever, Zanu (PF) wasted little time in editors of the partisan Zimpapers 0, Jnatters and is oo:o_c&:m_‘mwm@w_w on
..‘ mﬁo%lﬁﬁ:oam%gcmwﬁnmﬁﬁm ed and made self-perpetuating; and the undercutiing and surrounding the accourit, by appealing to the tenefs of the Mass Media Trust .
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1 Mugabe’s”. government hag ‘as-|
Vumed fall control of the country’s iE
‘mdin media_group following: the °

-cancellation of the last log: -Ves- .
'tiges of independetice protectmg it

from state interferenc
i A local ¥ news%a% yesterday-|
: reported that Zi we Mass Me- -

. dia Trust, the nommally indepen-
1 dent body that owrig-the:couniry’s- |
| 1argest Press - ‘chain, ' Zimbahwe |

Newspapers, and {the - domestl
swite service; :: Zimbabwé  Inter-
.= a: News 'Ageney,. would:ne
‘| ‘have'to'take orders f‘rom

| . iThe Sunday Mail, Zimbab SE
5 ]argest selling’ newspaper,and -
:|[£EMMT -title,: quoted- Informition -
"ctor Bornwe]l Chakao' as i

e thg_ZMMT had—been  ameided:]
‘month to strip the'trustees ¢f ﬁhen‘ 4
|“independence ; and - put'igove

gr;t_m lchar e'. He s
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based businessmen may be em-
broiled in a looming ecological row
in Zimbabwe over the merits of
coal versus methane for Zimbab-
we's next major electricity gener-
ation project.

Gold mining group Rio Tinto is
pushing for a plant tobe fuelled by
coal from a field in an area of bush
and communal farmland near
Gokwe, 300km west of Harare,
where Rio Tinto has exploration -

rights. : i
7 About 100km further south im-

mense ieserves of coalbed
.methane have been located by a
.recently formed company,

Shangani Energy Exploration, a
-partnership between private
jnvestors and Zimasco.

Zimasco is owned by a group of
formerly Zimbabwean resident
businessmen now living in SA,
headed by mining entrepreneux
Patrick Quirk.

" Shangani energy is convinced

ogical row

ot

coalbed methane is a far better
option.

An  environmental impact
study commissioned by Shangani
and carried out by the Zimbabwe-
an firm ME Services says the only
lasting problem is getting rid of

‘the large quantities of water in-
. volved in commercial exploitation

of methane. Due to its chemical
content, the water i§ undrinkable
before treatment. It is also hot,
with a minimum temperature of

55°C. .

“Any other environmental
problems are temporary and any
other mess caused is soon cleared
up,” said a spokesman for
Shangani.

“When a coalbed methane
pumping plant is in operation it
takes up no more space than an
ordinary office and can easily be
made to blend in with the
surroundings.

“When the reserves are ex-
hausted, everything is taken away

“and the area should look exactly
as it was before pumping started.”

is loomingin Zi

In an bwmﬁé at fhe al-

leged greenhouse gases and acid
rain produced by coal-fired power
stations, the spokesman -said:
“Acids such as sulphur dioxide
and nitrous oxide are not pumped

-into the atmosphere, as with some
other sources of energy.

“Coalbed methane power sta-
tions are much cleaner than those
fuelled by coal, which also produce
huge ash dumps — and coal mines
can also cause considerable dam-
age to the vegetation.” -

The comglany believes there is
enough methane to supply a 330
megawatt power station for 25
years. Probable reserves could be
enough to fuel an 800 megawatt
plant for up to 75 years. 5

- Zimbabwean  conservation
groups currently favour methane,
and plan major campaigns if the
government swings towards coal.

The State ElectricityiAuthori-
ty; Zesa, is not saying what its in- |

Lfentionsare. - |
¥ \Zesa apparently favours the |
coal option.
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Zimbabwe', s winber viheat crop is threatened by an invasiori of mone than
500 million quelea birds, a pest-control specialist said yesterday. The birds, .
<

which have soared in number because of the good seasonal rains, aréisai
to have almoist wiped out sorghum and millet grown mainly bff emall
communal and peasant farmers, Headman Sibanda, the head of the quelea
control unit,.told the Herald newi?:‘aper his department’s financial crisis
was hampering the fight against

Bird Hréates Zimbabwe’s wheat ¢ )

e birds and was crippled by a lack of

* | transport and chemicals, - Sapé-AEE, Hara ai .
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for Zimbabwe's independence.

candidate in last year’s parliamen-
tary elections.

With the support of her
Sunningdale constituents, she
decided to go it alone and stood as
= ———— 2n independent.

Despite a large and loyal follow-
ing, she lost to a Zanu-PF-backed

I N cndidate. Confident of the strength
N of her support, she decided to try to

expose the irregularities and rig-
— ging of the electoral system.
_ She became the first person to chal-
Ienge the validity of election results in
the High Court, and in a landmark

President Robert Mugabe ... accused of paying lip service to the sacrifices made by those who fought

decision the vote was annuiled.

After a new vote last year, she
emerged victorious against the party of
which she was once a stalwart.

Her record of protecting the
rights of women, children and the
poor helped her secure a place as
the first woman in Zimbabwe’s his-
tory to win a parliamentary seat as
an independent.

She urges her constituency mem-
bers to become self-sufficient and has
helped set up cottage industries,
including soap-making, retailing, tie-
dying and wax-making.

constituents® real needs, and if sl

small beer. But they address

continues to listen to ordinary peo<
ple and act on their behalf, she-will;
be well placed to step in when”
discredited old guard finally loses
its pgrip on power. - Th
Independent, London.
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[Road to economic reforin

{Harare — Five years ago Zim-.

babwe, then deep in serious eco-
nomic problems, abandoned
socialist-inspired policies and in-
troduced an ambitious - economic
reform programme which won the

{support of international donors,

" Bernard Chidzero, the then
finance minister, promised that
{Zimbabwe would be the Switzer-
land of Africa come 1995, when
the first phase of the reforms had

ended., The government commit-
tii itself to economic reform
reducing poverty,
< A document outlining the
reforms said the programme
wotlld include trade Jiberalisation
and domestic deregulation, and
would be “underpinned by appro-
Ppriate fiscal and monetary poli-
cies”,

_Five years later, there is no dis-
pute that the reforms have result-

‘|ed,in remarkabie chaniges to the

economic environment — but at
great cost to sodial services, "¢ ¢

" Among other successes, trade

as donors eve Harare’s

-\By Sure Chimbga

imed at sustaining growth and -

liberalisation has Been a
the maze of bureaucratic exchange
and import controls- have been
abolished, and direct foreign and
local investment is up,

The downside is high unern-
ployment, the closure of compa-
nies, and declining living stan-
dards — particularly among the
poor and the unemployed..

Still, economic performance
since 1991 has been improving
despite two crippling droughts,
while foreign reserves have been
maintained at between four and

six months import cover,

But praise of Zimbabwe's com-
mitrent to the reforms has been
overshadowed by the high fiscal
deficit, which analysts blame on
government financial indiscipline,

Matters came to a head Iast
September when the IMF
withheld crucial balance-of-pay-

 ments aid worth Z$1 billion (about

R2,3billion), because it was
unhappy. with Zimbabwe's filure
to cut the budget deficit to 5 percent
of GDP: That goa] has rerained

I

‘elysive since 1991 dnd the Ktest fig-

ures show this year’s deficit could

gets rockier

ifved, b

 Sapa-IPS

BN
[

The government ‘aims ‘#hft
fiscal targets could have been miet
had the two droughts not sucked
up Z$5 billion. ¢ .

While the debate on privatisa-
tion rages on; the government has-
relied heavily on borrowed funds,
which. has fuelled money-supply
growth, crowding out the private
sector from bank loans, - - . -

Monetary rather than: fiscal
policies have been used during the

past five years to- restore. macro-' 1
‘economic stability, but at a great
. cost to the private sector, In 1993, 1
rinterest rates rose beyond 40 per-'

cent,

Zimbabwe after this year’s budget
has been 'presented in July.
President Robert Mugabe, howey-
er, Has declared that Zimbabwe -

“ will riot swallow all- the meastires |- -
. they prescribe. D SR T L
Herbert Murerwa, the” new | |

finance minister, faces a difficdlf

v [

The TMF has declared that 1t |
will only consider résuming aid to

task as he prepares the gountry’s |
[Y) g 3 R it A
“economy for the néxt century. —

o —
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<JR":S the race debate in Zimbabwe

 heats up, President Robert

‘M MMugabe has aligned himself
firmly with hard-line blacks wanting
a greater slice of the economic cake,

After his recent cabinet reshuffle
Mugabe slated both Zimbabwean
whites and multi-national companies
operating within the country.

But some of Mugabe's criticisms
are not ill-founded. The multi-
national corporations have done less
for black advancement in 16 years of

- independence than most of the coun-
iry's homegrown industrial giants.
Anglo American, Lonrho and
Zimasco, (formerly part of Union Car-
bide’s empire,) have mainly white
senior management structures.

However, Zimbabwean business is
largely family-owned, with the over-
whelming majority of people em-
ployed by small businesses. Com-
mercial farmers, nearly all of whom
are white, employ about 350 000
people, almost as many as South
Africa’s gold mining industry.

[t is not these whites, though, that
affirmative action activists and gov-
ernment are complaining about
when they say whites are obstructing
black empowerment in Zimbabwe.

Blacks, agitating for control of Zim-
babwe’s economy, claim 98% of Zim-
babwean business is in white hands,
And although that figure is obviously
absurd, because government owns
40% of the sector in its own right, few
whites openly challenged the claim.

ugabe tur

| 777G 24~
White Zimbabweans are being accused o
Ahe;path to black empowerment, writes Brian Latham

45/%‘ A

bstrueting

Behind closed doors, whites com-
plain and criticise their black coun-
terparts, but they have yet to find a
rational representative to articulate
their case and present a measured
response to the government's in-
creasingly shrill accusations.

In the meantime, shadowy but
wealthy black businessman Roger
Boka places full-page advertisements
in the state-ownedand -
controlled press, compar- .
ing white Zimbabweans

67,

‘Aﬂirmative
with snakes or claiming action should

TE LT
ment:Corporation; and the Affirma-
tive Action Group because statistics
they quote are so obviously unzeli-
able. They see the two groups practi-
cising cronyism with the small
amount of funds allocated by the gov-
ernment delivered to pals and mem-
bers of the ruling elite. o
Neither organistion has delivered
any meaningful training or funds to
assist aspirant entrepreneurs among
the impoverished black majority.
Their rhetoric is about taking away
white businesses rather than
_ expanding the economy.
“Ifeel they want to kick
me out,” said a white
businessman who is too

white accountants em- not he for the frightened to be named.
ployed by white busi- “This is my home and
nesses are really former :‘Zk:‘s’.g:'it for Mugabe is my president,
operatives of Rhodesia’s ajority but all this talk of how we
nolorious Selous Scouts. Who are are always wrong and
Mugabe has described landless, not how we don't belong is -
the adverts as “under- those who are  making me seriously
standable”, worried for my future.”
But Zimbabwe's princi- gz s Whites over 30 were
pal human rights organi- almost universally a part

sation, ZimRights, sees it differently.
“It Jooks like white bashing to me,”
said Makusha Mugabe, who runs the
ZimRights information department.
“While we appreciate the need for
some kind of redistribution of wealth,
we do not think any reverse racism,
or racism, is justified. Affirmative
action should not be for the Bokas,
but for the majority whe are landless,
not those who are already rich.”
Many ordinary Zimbabweans are
deeply sceptical of the two organisa-
tions representing black businesses,
the Indigenous Business Develop-

of Ian Smith's security forces at some
time during the war, so nearly all
whites are equally tainted. 5
Mugabe's huge propaganda
machine spares no expense to remind
people of the cruel injustices.perpe-
trated by Smith's administratign.,
That Mugabe’s government
removed little from Smith’g;statute
books is rarely referred to, Nogisref-
erence made to Mugabe's intolerance
of those who do not comé;frgin his
Zezuru clan, nor of his tribalism,
demonstrated by the massacres in
Maiabeleland in the Eighties.
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ZIMBABWE ds a sustafnaBle,
diversified, broad-based market econo-
my anchored on a good manufacturing
base in order to reduce the high rate of

unemployment.
This was the feeling of delegates

attending a workshop  dubbed
Zimbabwe Vision 2020 in Mutare this
week.

Delegates expressed concem over the
high rate of unemployment in the coun-
try and said the govemment shonld
ensure ordinary people had access to
financial resources to achieve a Sustain-
able economy and eliminate poverty.

“People should not rely on hand-
outs only and the government has to
look into ways through which we can
achieve a sustainable economy, We
need self-reliance and self-sufficiency
to eliminate poverty and reduce unems-
ployment through good governance,”
said one participant.

There is need for transparency and

_ g NP8 AT

S vision

equitable access to economic resources
and an efficient infrastructure to allow
ordinary people to achieve self-
reliance, especially in the mural areas
where  the majority  of the
Zimbabweans live.

Participants also discussed prob-
lems facing the country that needed to
have been addressed by the year 2020
to create a competitive, sustainable
trail and industrial economy that is dri-
ven by science and technological inno-
vativeness,

Some of the issues discussed
included good governance, diversified
economic growth, women empower-
ment, equal opportunities in regard to
the disadvantaged groups, rural devel-
opment, technological capability and
the maintenance of justice.

Zimbabwe Vision 2020 is a nation-
al consultation process being undertak-
en to develop a vision shared through
conversation and debate, — Sapa.




Mugabe

L abwz Pgident
Robert Mugabe has vowed to pio-
tect his country’s industries from
imported South African goods.

In a television broadcast on
Saturday he said surcharges
imposed by South Africa, the coun-
try’s major trading partner, were
punitive and  harmful o
Zimbabwean exports,

“They have a fomﬁda?}!;: str-
charge, a 90 percent duty that we
consider unreasonable and that hag
adversely affected our trade with
South Africa” said Mugabe, who
returned home on Friday from the
World Economic Forum's regional
summit in Cape Town,

A preferential trade agreement

een the two countries lapsed
in 1992 and repeated efforts to
renegotiate it have failed,

“We cannot continue to main-
tain a position of neutrality or indif-
ference while our industry suffers,

“We are preparing our own
regime for protecting our industry,

€y may read that as retaliatory
but we will be doing it to defend
our industry and economy,”
Mugabe said.

The massive inflow of South
African goods into Zimbabwe since
the expiry of the trade agreement,
along with the duties that Pretoria
has placed on alf foreign textile
goods, have threatened the viability
of many local industries.

Although many Zimbabwean
firms have urged the government
to take retaliatory measures against
South Africa, some industry play-
ers have wamed that such an action
could develop into a trade war that
Zimbabwe would lose,

Richard Hove, the national
planning commissioner, denied
that the planned measures would
constitute a trade war, but said
there was concern at the imbalance
of trade between the two countries,

“We have been very patient but
we feel that we have been short-
changed by South Africa,” he said,

“They are saying that they want
a multilateral agreement with the
region.

We are not opposed to that but
they are taking their time to do it |
Meanwhile, they are hurting our
industries,”

South African trade ang indus-
fry ministry officials said 5 delega-
tion of South African government
officials, business representatives
and trade unionist would visit
Harare on June 10 to discuss trade
issues. Meanwhile Paul Richardson
feports from Cape Town that the
Southern  African Development
Community i pinning its hopes of
industrial advancement ~ ang
economic growth on expanded
regional manufacturing,

“We have to proceed with
speed. If we don't we will be aver-
taken by globalisation,” saidt copy.
munity executive secre Kaire
Mbuende, of Namibia, i

“Our vision is that come 2000,
fundamental transformation myst
have taken Place whereby southern
Africa is classified ag a newly
ind.ustrialised, newly developed
region.”

Mbuende said a trade protocg}
expected tp ba signed by the
BTOUD’s 12 members at 5 summit in
August would form the basis for a
regional free-trade area,
:’Manufactllrin is where we need

attend the economic sumumg,
Delegates to the August summit
are expected to sign agreements on
transport, COMMunications zpq
aoss-border crime, —. Reuter
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Zimbabwe’
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By Cris Chinaka

Harare — For many industrialists
in Zimbabwe, the state media are
a parrot perched on the shoulders
of Robert Mugabe's 16-year-oid
government.

The parrot squawks, but it can
be useful. It tells them how many
firms are closing and how many
jobs are lost.

Industrialists may disagree
with the government’s frequent
accusations that the closures are
due to their gwn economic sabo-
tage. But at least they can use the
official media to advertise when
their telephones are out of order.

That happens frequently
because of what they say is the
inefficiency of the country’s posts
and telecommunications.

The state monopoly denies all
fault and says the
problem lies with

toincrease by 18 percent aftera
12 percent fall last year.

Some private commercial and
merchant banks estimate this
year’s growth in gross domestic
product at up to 5 percent.

They are generally wary that
long-term growth and social sta-
bility may be threatened by politi-
cal developments.

Peter Richards, the president
of the Zimbabwe Tobacco Asso-
ciation, says that the future of
Zimbabwe's position as the third-
largest grower of flue-cured
tobacco after the United States
and Brazil is threatened by a
planned 3 percent state levy on all
tobacco sales. Many farmers see it
as punitive double taxation.

Richards believes that if the
government insists on the levy,
which is expected to squeeze

growers' profits by
making them pro-

rotting  under- § Business duce between Z5250
ground telephone lead th million {about
cables. eqaers areé e p109,6 million) and
Lately, — many target of racist  R131 million annual-
white Zimbabwean , ly, some farmers
business leaders § atfacks which may soon divert to
have another use for other crops.
the state media. label them The government
They rush for their § slave owners has proposed cut-
newspapers  each ting the levy for
day to check who is growers to 2 percent

the latest target of a continuing
campaign of verbal attacks
against alieged racists by pressure
groups whose goal is black eco-
nomic empowerment.

Many of them are rattled by
the vicious advertisements which
label them “economic rapists,
saboteurs and slave owners”,
according to John Robertson, a
business consultant .

“Most are annoyed, to say the
very least ... but they also know
business must go on,” he said.

Despite the business sector’s
worries over this and other press-
ing fundamental issues, Zimbab-
we's agriculture-led economy is
expected to grow by up to 7 per-
cent this year after shrinking
about 2 percent last year.

Zimbabwe’s central bank is
optimistic that gross domestic
product will rise after a good
farming season.

Agricultural output is expect-

and imposing a 4 percent levy on
merchants.

There is also endless talk in
business and political circles that
rising economic hardships and
unemployment may create social
instability for Mugabe.

The creation of an employ-
ment ministry has made little
progress in an economy that has
grown at an average 2 percent a
year. Population growth is about
3 percent a year.

To add to the problem, more
than 200000 school-leavers join
the labour market each year.

Though everybody recognises
how serious the situation is, little
is being done to address it, ana-
lysts say.

Mugabe experimented with
socialism in his first 10 years in
office. He abandoned it in 1990 in
the face of economic collapse.

In 1991 he adopted a five-year
economic structural adjustment

media s
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programme backed by the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund,

Though he denies it, his critics
say he has been implementing the
scheme half-heartedly.

The World Bank and the fund
suspended some aid to the pro-
gramme last year, saying that the
government had failed to imple-
ment cost-saving measuses,

Government  expenditure
swallows up to 40 percent of the
gross domestic product and last
year contributed to a budget
deficit of about 14 percent.

The institutions have told
Mugabe that their support for
another five-year scheme, due to
be launched this year, would
depend on government efforts to
cut spending,

Political and economic ana-
Iysts believe Mugabe
should cut back on

(;uawk a warning

ty said Murerwa was “fairly
acceptable” as finance minister.

But many would have pre-
ferred a strong political candidate,
able to push budget cuts through
a quarrelsome government.

Murerwa says he is committed
to further economic reforms.

He says that he infends to
focus on reducing the national
budget deficit to promote a stable
Macro-economic environment.

“The priorities are to consoli-
date on the gains of the economic
structural adjustment programme
and to take measures to reduce
the budget deficit,” Murerwa
said.

Many are watching to see how
he will fare,

Some political analysts believe
Zanu-PF is likely to get more frac-
tious and its government more

difficult to manage
as senior leaders

the cost of a patron- The new jostle for positions
age system that has X in the continuing,
been created by his finance but publicy unac-
Zanu-PF party to e . : knowledged, battle
keep him in power. - minister Is to succeed Mugabe
“We are going # commified to and his top lieu-

around in circles . tenants.
both in our politics § €CONOCMIC Mugabe won a
and in our econom- reforms new six-year presi-
dential term in

ics,” said Kempton
Makamure, a politi-
cal scientist at the University of
Zimbabwe.

The government denies the
charge. It says it is cutting bor-
rowings, which have kept interest
rates above 30 percent and stunt-
ed business growth over the past
five years.

“Anyone saying we just pay
lip service to our commitments is
guilty of dishonesty” said
Herbert Murerwa, the new
finance minister, pointing to cuts
in housing and health budgets.

The position had been vacant
since the death last October of
Ariston Chambati.

Last month Mugabe finaily
gave the job to Murerwa,
considered a political lightweight
in his Zanu-PE

He had been acting finance
minister and was already tipped
to fill the vacancy.

Harare-based officials from
the international donor communi-

March, which many
expect to be his last.

There is no obvious successor
to the 72-year-old. president and
he refuses to discuss the issue,
saying only that Zanu-PF will
choose a new leader only when
the time comes for him to retire.

His two vice-presidents,
Joshua Nkomo, 78, and Simon
Muzenda, 74, are expected to leave
office with Mugabe, or earlier.

The Zimbabwean government
also needs to produce a privatisa-
tion programme and to express a
coherent programme to promote
black businesses instead of leav- -
ing the task to individuals who
may subvert the issue, its eritics
say.

“We need to put everyone into
the mainstream economy and
stop going about ... talking sweet
nothings and taking no action,”
said Danny Meyer, the head of the
Zimbabwe National Chamber of
Commerce. — Reuter
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strain on
| HARARE “zimpmins S thigat to i
pose retaliatory tariffs 'againsﬁ.,-SA is
the peak of a trade dispute that hag
.Taged for years but is now straining

{* ties between the countries, political an-

alystssay,
. Zimbahwe

an 'Presidént Robert Mu—

over the past four years —
J:ihas stepped into the ring, one of the few

*Oceasions in which his government has
found common ground with the coun-

try’s private business sector. .
“We are at a situation where the two

g
[t=]
5
J

countries’ political relations are being

tested, and Ithink‘m"any People will be

- Watching to see how’ things shape up,”
sdid University 6f Zimbabwe political
analyst John Makumbe; - ]

‘Mugabe has consistently. denied rea.
ports that'his relations with President
Nelson Mandela are, strained, but now

analysts say ¢ ey are watching to see
whether the relations will pass the test
ofthe trade dispute. IR

* “Théré ¢an be no €over.up at thig
[ Juncture,” Makumbe said of Mugabe's

threatto employ equally high tariffs in

the next féow weeks to protect Zimbah-

wean industrjes _fron}_ goods imported

from SA, which he accuses of using
punitive tariffs fo shiéld its companies.

A, Zimbabwe's main trading part-
ner in Africa, tripled itg import duty on
Zimbabwean products to 90% after the
expiry of g preferential-tra‘de agree-
mentin 1992, G e
“We cannot. eontinue to.maintain g
bosition of neutrality or ‘indifference
while our industry suffers; -We are
Dreparing our own regime of protecting
our industry.‘.‘.They may read that ag
ry but we will be doing it in
of our own industry and our
own econory,” Mugabe said.”
Makumbe - and Confederation of
we Industries CE Joo Foroma
growing anger in Zimbabwe
against SA — which both Mugabe’s

| gabe — who hias generally stayed out of

government and tha Private sector ge-
cuse of “taking its sweet time” to reach

2 new trade paet —— was, however,
drawing the two sectors closer.,

i an opportunity for Mugabe to
den his support base, especially

Dow as his palitical hold looks a hit
Makumbe said, :

lugabe has thrived on a rural pow-
erbase and hag mostly seen the private LR

8 a punching bag to- score po- -

points. ; ut rising unemploy- =~

a collapsing textile industry

is slowly drawing him cloger to the
, businesssectorj.———Reut;er. s
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By Emelia Sithole

Harare — A Chinese team will start
tepairing the main blast furnace at
Zimbabwe’s ailing steelworks,
Zisco, next month after the signing
of a Z$500 million (R223/4 million)
pact between China and Zimbabwe
last week. '

_ Cornelius Sanyanga, the Zisco
chairman said the agreement was
one of seven trade and co-operation
pacts the Zimbabwean government
signed with President Jiang Zemin
of China:

“The agreement to rebuild the
blast furnace has been signed. It
will entail that the Chinese will put

| up blast fumace number four at

- Zisco,” Sanyaiiga said.

" The blast furnace — - which
accounts for 70 percent of the state-
owned steel plant’s production —
hiad been derelict for the past three |
years because of lack of money to
relineit. . ‘

The cash-strapped Zisco had
been spending 2525 millien to
maintain a Z$700 million sinter
plant, which had been idle pending
rebuilding of the furnace.

Sanyanga reacted to reports in
the Zimbabwean media that the
deal with the Chinese had left in the
cold a 1994 contract Zisco agteed
with  British-based ~ Davy
International Stocktor, to reline the
furnace.

" He said that contract had
expired. L
. Sanyanga declined to give

details of a study carried out by the .

British firm on the ‘viability *of
Zisco. : -

The government said the pro--

duction and cash problems-of Zisco
burdened ifs budget and the steel-
works had also been. plagued by

‘management problems. .

Berbert Murerwa, the finance

- minister satd last week that the

govetnment was ready to privatise
the steelworks to turit around.
Sanyanga said that Zisco had
contracted a local firm to promote
its privatisatiorit-programme. —
Reuter )
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President Robert Mugabe ...
competition.”

plancw

ZIMBABWEAN economist * Erich
Bloch says his country’s industrial and
mannfacturing  sector welcomed his
government’s intention to adopt stff
tariff measures against imports, partic-
ularly from South Africa, to protect the
local industry.

His view echoes that of President
Robert Mugabe, who last week said
countries in the Southern African
region were not happy with South
Africa’s protective attitude towards
regional trade and would retaliate.

Bloch says the Zimbabwean gov-
ernment should first remove all duties
on industrial raw materiais to enable
the manufacturing sector to produce
competitive products.

In terms of World Trade
Organisation protocols, Zimbabwe can
raise tariffs on imports which are in
competitive with local goods to force
imports to be sold at prices that are not
lower than local products.

At issue is the trade imbalance and
protectionist tariffs that South Africa
has put in place which have denied
Zimbabwean goods, particularly tex-
tiles, a market, leading to the crum-
bling of the sector and retrenchment of
thousands of workers.

South Africa’s industrial sector has
also in the past four years blocked
attempts by the two countries to con-
clude a new preferential trade pact,
leading to an outcry for a reciprocal

Stiff Zim tarift
Fete

“protecting Zimbabwe against unfair SA

ed

“trade war” by Zim%!\ésgbégés

community.

wzimbabwe should also impose
punitive duties on South African prod-
ucts which are effectively being
dumped at sub-normal prices because
of that country’s export incentives,”
argues Bloch.

In addition, South Afiica, as
Zimbabwe’s biggest trading partper,
has to be forced to conclude a mutual-
ly beneficial trade agreement which
will enable a more even balance of
payments between the two couutries.

He says South Africa cannot afford
to counteract these measures because it
was benefiting from trade with
Zimbabwe.

Not in SA's interest

It will not be in South Africa’s inter-
est to impoverish one of its biggest
markets.

“If they do, we can impose tax on
zimbabweans on holiday in South
Africa or a higher non-residence tax on
any fees paid by Zimbabweans to
South Africa, thus moving South
Africa to recognise that trade is a two
way process,” he says.

The Zimbabwean government 10w
appears more committed {0 consuiting
private sector players as evidenced by
their larger representation in Mugabe’s
delegation to the economic summit in
Cape Town last week. — Sapa.
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Court hears Mugabe’s plan.
is ‘to push down farm prices”

.all

‘Michael Hartnack
HARARE — The Zimbabwean govern-

| ment’s designation of farms for takeover

was intended for one ’purgose only — “to
push down the price”, advocate Adrian
de Bourbon told the Supreme Court in
Harare yesterday at a the start of a cru-
cial constitutional test. case.

The architect of the controversial
1992 Land Acquisition Act, former agri-
. culture minister Witness Mangwende

(now minister of sports and recreation),
and heads of the Commercial Parmers’
» Union, were in court for the landmark

“l action on President Robert Mugabe’s

plan to transfer five million hectares of

white-owned land to blacks. The Act and

a linked constitutional amendment aim

to curb farmers’ rights of appeal against

' the takeover and the compensation
offered.

Mugabe had warned earlier this

1 month he would not tolerate any attempt

by the 4 500 white farmers to use the
'courts to stave off his plans for land
-redistribution.
“They must be joking — tell them we
are irresistible,” he said, revealing that
. he was considering revoking all private
*title.and declaring all land “state land”
asin former communist states.
Yesterday's test case involves three
whites with farms which have been for-
mally “designated” for takeover at a still
undisclosed date. The case was heard by

= b2 D 2|

judgés who constitute Zimbab-
we’s highest court — two whites, two
blacks and one Asian,

De Bourbon said although those
whose land was “designated” remained
the owners of their farms, in theory, until
transfer toock place, their rights were so
circumscribed “they often cannot even
raise crops because they cannot raise
mortgages from the banks.

“Use of the farm is diminighed to an
extraordinary extent. It ig subject to the
whim of the minister. What price is
someone going to pay for a farm knowing
that it is under the hammer, knowing
that at the whim of the government, that
farm can be acquired any day?”

Not protected

They might be paid, at government’s
absolute discretion, in long-term bonds
accruing interest at below the commer-
cial rates,

Attorney-general Patrick Chinamasa
said although Zimbabwe’s 1980 indepen-

dence constitution protected property

owners from acquisition of their rights
without compensation, it did not protect
them from Eeprivation of rights — as
when the state imposed licensing regu-
lations or limited the uses to which prop-
erty might be put. .

“Tt is a question of degree,” submitted
De Bowrbon. He did not contest the
state’s right in principle to take over

. [ S
property. “That is the point,” interjected’:
chief justice Anthony Gubbay,“whether
it crosses the line and ampunts to
takeover.” ‘ S

De Bourbon said the governinent had
legislated itself two “routes” to acquire
land. Under the first, a landownethad to
be formally served notice and Kad the
right to appeal to the Administrative
Court for a fair market valuation.

Under the second, the minister of :
lands published a designation order in
the Government Gazette. The minister
was given “absolute discretion” whether
to revoke or maintain the designation
order. The landowner’s only appeal on
compensation was to a committee “which:
is the creature of the minister”;.aaid De
Bourbon, 783 .

“The compensation committee does-
not meet the test of an independent and
impartial body,” he said.

At an earlier hearing in the High
Court Judge Godfrey Chiyausiku, a for-
mer Zanu-PF minister, found against the,
farmers, saying that the Land Acquisi-
tion Act expressed the legitimate policy
concerns of the government. The state.
had dominion over all land in the coun-.
try, heruled,

The case is expected to take two days*
and the judges may take several months
to rule, which could be followed by fur:
ther legislation and constitutional
amendments if Mugabe feels their find-
ing detracts from his prerogatives.




i SO

18]
Rhe 14 F 5
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ST
rééilg\;e'gl the Supreme Court yes-
terday. as three farmers. fought
planitb nationalise their land,

" *Ayful berich of the country’s
highast’ court is sitting in judg-
ment of a crucial constitutiona]
test;ase” involving the govern-
iment’s right to take over five mil-
lionthetfares of mainly. white-
ownied farmland,

President Robert Mugabe has
reﬁieatedly scorned attempts b
W,

tes 6 block the programméait”

saying earlier this mon : “They

o

imbabyye far
frite. - ZirbabWd's explosive .
e - amounting to 4 racial

must be joking — ol
Firresistible’ "y ‘
- The land issue is a crucialele-

. ment in Mugabe's pledge to back
black pressure groups pushing for
‘the “indigenisation” of the econo-
my, which they say is'dominated

by thetiny white minority because-

of injustices of the colonial past.
Some 4 500 white farmers own
nearly 30% of the land in the coun-
iry, and Mirgabe has vowed to
take about half of it for redistriby-
tion to blacks, most of whom live
inovercrowded commumal areas,
Thé case befote the Supiéme

er High Coiirt ruling in which iy

judge found that the controversia”

Land Acquisition Act of 1992 ex. .
pressed cf]he legitimate polifical '
concerns of the government,
The three farmers say that the
“designation” of their land for
takeover - the first step in a
process that can take up to 10
years ~ is unconstitutional be-
cause it infringes-their property-
rights, , B
Their lawyers argue that the
are unable to sell land whi

o
e
ne.

could be taken over at any Himeby ... -

' upteme . the government, or even to rajse -
Courtisan appeal against an éatli-  “loans for crops. — AFP, Lo
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HARARE — Zix 8 & mm;&n%
will refuse to rénew work permits for
expatriates holding jobs which could be-
done by Zimbabweans thrown out of

 neighbouring countries, it was an-
nounced yesterday.

- Labour Minister Florence Chitauro
gaid many professional and skilled

. Zimbabweans were returning from na-
tions in the Southern African Develop-

its had not been renewed.
Shie'said the ministry would open a
registéf for them and match their skills

O cot priprity |
%tOJOb ﬁeﬁf%patﬁaﬁes. ‘ .

Community (SADC) as their

forjobs

“Once we have a Zimbabwean on’:
our register with a skill occupied by an. -
expatriate, we will not renew the ex-+
patriate worker’s permit,” she said.
Returning Zimbabweans would
then have a chance to take over the
jobs, which. she said could involve posts
for &octors,_ pilots, teachers, lecturers

and technicians.

Although Chitauro did not cite any
of the 12 SADC nations, there were re--
cent reports Zimbabweans in SA had
lost their jobs to locals. — Sapa-AFP.
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' HARARE = gﬁﬁfﬁéb!we wili tefuse to renew

work peimjifs for-expatriates holding jobs
which can . be done by Zimbabweans
throvin. out of néighbouring countries, the -
mient annouriced yesterday. )

Eaj air Mihister Florence Chitauro saig

0y ¢ professional

Zimbabh €atis h ‘South A

and match their skills to jobg nbabi
: © “jobsidlocals.

“Once we have g Zimbabwean on our
register with a skill that is.occupied by an
CXpatriate worker, we will pot renew the
ekpatriate worker’s permit,” she said,

Retuming Zimbabweans would thep
have a chaneg to take over-the jobs, which
she said couid involve posts for doctors,

~pilots; teachers; leoufers and techpicians, -

i ST
.,

- Sapa-AFP.‘L .
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kot sources said yester
aares. weretoriginally: to, have been listed
start of May, but no new datehadbeen sot,

‘Feelling themlatérinpartly paid installments
], Zimbabwe’s largest financial iristituti

| Mutual, has, been: Ieft: out becaus i

-[ owned by its;SA'namesake
1} controlled, RN P
] - The state'bought Barlow’s.
| height of its now-

happy about ‘sélling: off; Asir, involve
gineering, earth moving equipment, pai

| torvehicles,

i The stumbling block is reported to be the state,
‘pensioi corporation, the National Social Security.
| Authority (NSSA), which has changéd: its miny.
| ‘about the size of its stake'in' he R50m selloff. The'

: f'para‘_statal:.‘was:tp:havql;f‘:wax_{ehoﬁ@d’{-thé-Shafe ;.

a shares at the
g discarded “sacialist tFansforsia’
‘[ tion” drive in:the mid-1980s and is anything:b




foreign ‘inyestors,
‘Opening a two-da;
‘| restrict mdustrml

_ slnp and foreign inv
It was only enemie
were mlsleadmg péople into behevmg
‘Tnent was 1grabbmg mvestors prope

. sed. by Stand ird: Char-:
tered Bank, 1s being’ attendéd by more. -than ‘2 Ov
‘businessmern ‘and - goyernment; ‘representatives:

- from Zmbabwe, Malaysna,-'l taly.
nbia and SA.

: redlsmbutlon.“ :
*§ 1 The conference

A qmtablem nn
we; eurrently ‘enjo

The_Act allow

“will'go out of:its:
K: atmnbetween

e W B
gabe smd.yesterday
. | 'sialland acquisition
" pui to' correct pastfxmusuégs'ﬁ
agamsttheblackpopulatlon, Ziana report Tr
- y trade and.inves éxit con:’
: fereneemHarare, Mugabe ‘said the’ polxc dld

and commerclal an - Gwhen:
estors had nothing. to, fear. b
& of Znnbabwe, he saigd; ¥

: generahons,’ Mugabe smd. ; :
r the designation.
icultural

nﬁdence

Op erahonm easmg
sMngabe -said the state"
‘dircive climate for ‘investme
‘promote g:reater co-op-
thepu_ ,hcan rivate! tors™.” o, |

, efga

wayft'o
b

]:us government’s contro
policy was not meani; 0 d_e

| a2 angered many cemmerclal
v land. Was acqmred under its; POWers:
. }.taken the government'to t

| totionality of the A¢

. Miigabe said his’

0 court
t’sprovmons. i
government woull d
o5t toreduce the high budget deficit. and cw
scalatingrinterest s andmﬂatmnfrates ‘tomeéktore
' his ¢ountry’s-ecol ;

“had to proﬁde a'co

y; the United King:

-toitest t

JK)!

nt and * “goveimment'
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VICTORIA FALLS
mining industry last year recorded the
highest- number of deaths since the
1972 Wankie coal mine disaster as il-
legal miners sought to reopen “death-
trap” disused workings, the Chamber
of Mines conference heard here at the
| weekend. . ‘ N ol
" In addition to the 73 killed —‘main-

—;J_ » Zimbabwe’s

1y by rock falls — last year, 1_5.._fgrmgll_ .

down, “ludlcroully 'ig_adequate -gen-
tences,” said Pitchford. ~ - . e
In January the government, for the’
first time broke the Zimbabwe Reserve
Bank monopoly by giving permits; to
rade in gold to the militant champion

- of black empowerinent, Roger Boka, to

- known orgamsatiox}"of

and informal sector miners had al-

: jnitiative may create

ready died thisyear, saidareport. .. -
Last year, heads of Zimbabwe’s for-

mal sector mining houses heard that
- Wild-West style claims wars were rag-
ing in some areas, with explosives be-
ing thrown down shafts in attempts to
1 drive off legitimate miners. A

technician, Lindsay van Leeuwen, was

' recently clegred of attempted murder
“after anillegal “claim jumper” was shot
in an sfftay near mif -workings at

5

the chamber’s counc:l

. In itsreport,
' “yoicediconcern

" nits for essential
i
ern At the érroneous im-

pression;;which had arisen fromrecent:

.megdia, Teports, and an address v th
“state president (Robert Mugabe), th
|illegal gold p 3 ‘

‘| galised”. This would result in greater:..
environméntal dégtruction along tiver. .

. systems, " for which the only solution, =

was a baii on panning,

+:Chamber President
Masasa ;Mines said not
mining: but/
lent as &ver:
| Zimbabe’s Gold Trade Act “to require
| that,persons wandering about or dig-

ging o

.| placed upon

said the council.
Roy Pitchford of
only  illegal

) them to prove.they have
legitimatereason for being there”. "> -
" Althogh’the -penalties’ tiridér” the
' | éxisting Act hiad been raised consider-
. | -abl, agistrates’ continued -to hand

.

anning 'was fo. be le~

gqlfi'théﬁ' were “as preva- ..

e ber nirged amehdment of -

5 gold claims will have the onus :

- their dire deprivation -

o

“forinal secto

a congortium headed by Vice-President
Joshua Nkomo, and a hitherto un-
‘ ni black business-
men, ItanyaIndustrial. .~ .50 -
- “Some ‘members of the mining com-
munity have eXpresséd:fear‘"tl.iat.‘;the; ]
-reate an incentive for
even more gold theit,” gaid Pitchford. -
‘However, the availability of legitimate
“outlets for amounts of %old"below the
50g minimum accepted by the Reserve
Bank “should mean that a good deal
thore gold would find its way into of-”
' ficial channels rather than disappeat- -
inginto the hands of illegalbuyers”. -
_ Pitchford urged the mines ministry
t6 take sole responsibility for;work per-
.expatriate experts.
Last week the. immigration: [depart-,
ment confirmed it had ordered nine ex-
_patriates employed by the. Hartley
Platintim project out of the country. .
. The official news agency Ziana at -
the weekend repeated-earlier claimsof .
racism’ among imported.. . South
Africans atHartleyPlaﬁnum:_: D
" Newly appointed Mines | inigter .
Stwithun Mombeshora: - denied » Vice-—
. President Nkomo's Development Trust -
of Zimbabwe, now in partnership with
“Russian. firm Ozgeo, was Jbeing given
preferential treatment.’ - Ty e
Zimbabwe's mining industry;earns
" more than R3bn a year, second only to”
tobacco as a-foreign currency SOUrce:
Chamber _exegutives noted..the . in-
isnced emal afid in-
by, Zipbabweans
i !X(round O_tjhalid-to- :
{nd) the drudgery of -

wcreagéd relian

-faded with *th

‘mouth existence’

~ P

'\\




BULAWAYO, - The HIV/Aids pandemic, leaving
4 trail of death on Zimbabwe's commercial farms,
has spurred farmers to start foster homes for the
inereasing population of orphaned children.

In Zimbhabwe, like in other central and southern
African countries, the orphan problem has large-
ly focused on urban-based children, with little or
no attention paid to rural areas, farming and
mining communities.

According to research conducted on 10 farms
and interviews with 176 representatives of the
farming community, farm workers are among the
most viinerable groups of the Aids scourge.

The 10 farms employ 917 permanent workers
who have 5 753 dependents while the 176 repre-
sentatives work on farms which employ 1 490
casual workers and 14 323 full time employees.

“The farmer is witnessing the destruction of
family units, many of which have been linked to
the farmer and his family for generations,

“We have this growing problem of parentless
children,” says Peter MacSporran, president of
the Commercial Farmers Union (CFU).

Two million of Zimbabwe’s 10,5 million people
live on 4 600 large-seale commercial farms,
including one million children.

The research, conducted by the CFU and South-
| ern Africa Aids Information Dissemination Ser-

vice (Safaids) predicts that at the rate HIV infec-
tion is spreading on farms at least 200 000 chil-
dren could be orphaned in the next decade -
hence the need for pilet foster homes.

The research attributes the spread of BHIV
infection to:

@® The farming communities’ social and geo-
graphical isolation.

® Lack of education among farm workers and
rural dwellers.
® Economic ingecuri

Zimbabwe’s

: . ¢

farmers help

46

@ Large populations of female casual workers
who move from farm to farm in search of seasonal
work.

It adds that recreation facilifies eentre on
beerhalls where commercial sex is readily avail-
able, without condoms.

The idea of foster homes came about after it
was realised that a substantial number of poorly

" paid farm workers had lost contact with their
weakened extended-family system.

Also, some of the workers came from neigh-
bouring countries like Malawi, Mezambique and

Zambia and have lived all their lives on farms.

The research found that 104 farm households
were already locking after orphans while 65 per-
cent of the farmers who participated preferred
foster care rather than leaving the children to
wander away after the death of parents.

“Foster care on commercial farms is both nec-
essary and feasible,

“The study found a high degree of acceptance
of the concept among farmers, key workers, gen-
eral workers and children themselves,” said
Helen Jackson of mmmmwnm.

Most of the children interviewed identified
their need for clothes, food, shelter and educa-
tion,

The majority of farmers acceded to the concept
of foster care on humanitarian grounds and also
because of the rise in loss of skilled and experi-
enced labour.

But, they have expressed concern at the high
cost of looking after the children and have
requested tax relief and that the government's
cash strapped department of social welfare work
out a mechanism for financial partnership.

Agriculture minister Dennis Normian, who fore-
sees the creation of a generation of “farm kids” on
the seale of urban street kids, has already pledged
government support.

However, fears have been expressed that foster
homes could inadvertently create a new form of
child labour.

Ms Jackson admits that while the possibility
exists, foster homes are the only immediate short-
term gption while long term methods are being
worked ouf.

“That risk is there, but child labour has always
been there.

“What is required is proper utilisation of exist-
ing regulations by reviewing some of them and
streamlining the relationship between the depart-
ment of social welfare and the farming commu-
nity,” she says.

Health experts also point out that while foster
homes are a short-term measure the long-term
solution lies in a continuous awareness cam-
paign against behaviour that exposes people to
infection in a community whose recognition of the
impact and danger of HIV/Aids remains low.

There is also the problem that communities
refuse to change social behaviour. - Indepen-
dent Foreign Service-Information Afrique.
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iome Zimbabweans claim
'resident Nelson Mandela is
oing more to hurt them now
1an apartheid ever did,
sporis Brian Latham from
larare :
\ ELATIONS between South
Africa and the rest of the
region are at their worst since

the end of apartheid. -
When South African Trade Minis-

1 Alec Erwin visits Zimbabwe this

eek, he will be astonished at the
vel of anger which meets him over
puth African {ariffs and subsidies
hich have left the region devastated
y unfair trade practices.

South Africa’s economy is 20 times
gger than Zimbabwe's, but prior to
»uth Africa’s inclusion in the South-
T African Development Community

JADC), Zimbabwe accounted for

wore than 50 percent of gross domes-
>productin the region.

.Many businesspeople in the
:gion mmm_ Mocmﬂ E.Enm mwosE

Zim attacks SA

decide whether it belongs to the
"SADC or the South African Customs
Union (Sacu), saying that member-
ship of both allows South Africa 8
move the goalposts.
.. John Robertson, a leading econo-
mist in Zimbabwe, claims that South
Africa is a victim of its own history.
“Sacu is very expensive for South
Africa,” he said. “Customs duty pay-
ments are shared within Sacu, but
these could never be extended to a
country like Zimbabwe. it was a sort of
political buying off of Botswana, Swazi-
land and Lesotho during the apartheid
years, the need for which has gone.” He
added that disbanding Sacu requires
the assent of all members, making
South Africa’s position difficult.
South Africa has imposed import
tariffs of between 60 and 90% on
many countries in the region —and a
deposit tariff of 125% on goods in
transit. The World Trade Organisa-
tiont (WTQ), which recommends tar-
iffs of no more than 35%, has given
South Africa a moratoriium on bring-
~ing import duties down which lasts
Sm: into Em next century. But else-

( wmmw
where in the Eqm

argue South Africa’s high :mwow_“
duties were deviously imposed just
before South Africa joined the WTO.
“They may have done this so that
they could negotiate down,” said
Robertson.

‘The dispute is further complicated
by South African subsidies for manu-
factured exports, a measure brought
in by the previous administration in
its fight against sanctions. The sub-
sidy allows, for instance, South Africa
1o sell car batteries in Zimbabwe and
Zambia at a price well below their pro-
duction price in those countries.

s a part of their economic re-
>—m.odum, most countries in the
egion have removed all pro-

ducer subsidies. This is despite levels of
productivity in South Africa being well
below Zimbabwe and, in certain sec-

tors, below even Tanzania and Kenya., |

Elsewhere within the SADC, gov-
erriments and business alike accuse

-South Africa of pandering to both its

trade organisations and its militant
trade unions who fear competition

——

trade

MFG 7

mbn_ joblosses. South Africa co ﬁ
‘that its fight is not against imported
goods from the SADC alone, but also
from the Far East. South African offi-
cials allege that Zimbabwe has been
used as a conduit for cheap textiles
from China, dressed up as Zimbab-
wean clothing.

Accusing South Africa of economic
imperialism, manufacturers in the
SADC say that it is unfair to penalise
the region simply because South Africa
is unable to police its civil servants.

Mark O'Dormell, chairman of the
Zambian Association of Manufactur-
ers, says that South Africa has again
goneinto the laager. “They would like to
control the region,” he daims, adding
that his country’s 13-to-one trade
imbalance is worsening by the month,

- Appearances appear to back him
up. At the Shoprite supermarket on
Lusaka's Cairo Road, even the milk is
from.South Africa — and the Spur
restaurant flies in meat from Johan-
Jesburg, On the street, hmdreds of

“hunjgry vendors sell cheap products

as diverse as toys and perfume —
often Iabelled in Afrikaans.

v

B Y

policies

The region remains dividedon how
to tackle South Africa’s dévastating
push into Africa, with many.cour-
tries seemingly willing to let South
Africa and Zimbabwe battle it out.

Zambia would prefer its own dis-
pensation with the southern giant.
“We cannot sustain the imbalance,”
said O'Donnell, “but our position is
not the same as Zimbabwe's. Qur
impact on the South African economy
would be negligible even if the tariffs
were removed, whereas Zimbabwe
could have a significant impaet.”

But there is another issue and it is
charged with emaotion, The countries
worst affected by South African pro-
tectionism are all former “fropfline
states”, couniries which suffered, to

a greater or lesser degree, the ravages

of destabilisation and the torment
brought about by helping and pro-
viding shelter to those who now rule
South Africa.

~ O'Donnell says Zambians are HEHH
by their exclusion —and Zinibab-
weans say Mandela is doing more
. harm to their economy than
apartheid ever did. T ﬁ.w Prn )




loody murderers’ gibe in funeral speech
% ﬁéezgh;tpe %lﬁl ?mé {g er the
le.

BY ROBIN DREW

Harare - Conflfeting statements
;| by Zimbabwe's President Robert

*| Mugabe.this week have laft Whites'

“reeling. .. ...

| Just two days” after - making

reassuring noises at a conference

to promote investment, Mugabe-

lashed out at whites, accusing
those who had fought guerrilla
incursions during the Rhodesian
T @% of beifig “bloody murdeérers”
| who deserved to die and their “car-
|~casses thrown -to dogs and vul
tures”. . L Cn
~That" this had not happened
was due to. the blacks’ sense of
morality which required them to
show merey and forgiveness,
- But the whifes were still not
Tesponding to the hand of reconcil-
lation and they should do so,
biefore thit extended hand tire, :
Mugabe's emotional outbursts

against whites came at a state -

funeral for a former guerrilla who

" was declared a national hero. He ,

was wounded during the liberation
war and had been in a wheelchair

| since then, His death this week'

was 5aid to be due to the injuries

the late 1970s. god o
Mugabe asked why whites were
not present at the funeral and said

In a televised address: “Lét" their “investment conference and had a
private meeting with Mugabe, who
greeted her with a kiss on both
cheeks, said she had emphasised
the'need for the government to
reduce the budget deficit, control
its expenditure, and bring down
inflation and interest rates,

consclenees please respond to our
hand of reconciliation before that
extended hand tires.” © ~

. During the runup to this year's-
presidential election, "Mugabe.

made a number of aftacks on
whites, in' particular the farming
community: ’

. Partnership
. However, to be fair, he has also
emphasised the need to build one
nation and has urged whites to
work in parinership with blacks,

Britain’s Minister for Overseas.

Development, Baroness Chatker,
was quoted in yesferday’s Zim-
babwe Independent newspaper as
saying of inflammatory statements
that “politiesd rhetoric sometimes
exceeds what is best said”,

Asked in an Interview about
what has come to be known as

“white-bashing”, she said; “Pecple.

take with a pinch of salt some of
this rhetoric.” But one had to

“understand the problems associat-

. .-masses of the Zimbabwean peo-
-ple. -

had offered to help Zimhabwe
effect changes to the constitution

to

appeal,

calling for a constitutional confer-
ence, saying the present arrange-
ments give the ruling party unfair
advantages. Chalker said she was
aware of the impediments. put in
the way of oppostiion parties=—

. other Commonwealth country io
try to promote demogratic. elec-
tions snd help with the promotion
of electoral law. If it is needed here

we

she said, — Independent Foreign
Service

Chaﬁcer, Who ‘éttendéd the

She also revealed that Britain

give it a more democratic

Opposition parties have been

“We have tlone as much as any

will be prepared fo assist,”

““““
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» Erwinto iead business officiais

igimbabgfﬁﬁ ho '

0- . imposition of punitive tariffs.

P o SERaT
~ _try to placate e World -
d! . Trade (gtganisation(WTO) and
off ‘theZimbabhweans by suggesting
13 an“interim arrangement” to re-

in taiks wi
e

Michael Hartnac| @
HARARE — Trade diis-

iry Minister Alec Erwin tcdav
leads officials, trade unionists

- and buginess chiefs into talks

with their Zimbabwean coun-
terparts at Victoria Falls, in a
summit which could shape SA’s
economic relations with its
neighbours for the next decade.
Business and diplomatic
sources in Harare suggested the
South Africans would offer
- Commerce and Indystry Minis-

- ter Nathan Shamuyarira a com- -

romise for the defunct 1964

ost favoured nation” bi-later-

al paet, but feared the 25-mem-

ber SA delegation might be ex-

asperated by repetition of Pres-

ident Robert Mugabe’s threat of
atrade war, ;

They fear particularly that
outapo onfederation of
Zimbabwean Industries presi-
dent Jonee Blanchfield might
cause an SA walkout if she re-
peats her calls for immediate

* lieve the current crisis for Zim-

- "' The recent appointment “of

. ers and trade unionists; who s

babwean
gional trade agreement could be
agreed under the aegis of the iff
Southern African Development
Community (SADC). -
Signing of an SADC trade
protocol heads the agenda for 2
planned August summit. 'z
Sources also noted Zimbab-
we's previously autocratic, se- -
cretive decision-making 88 -
waes being obliged to follow the
ANC pattern, with Shamuyari-
ra taling with him to Victoria -
Falls a broad spectrum of pri- . B
vate sector parties. -~y v -

% "{rﬂm‘ﬂﬂmu et i 1 e

Erwin was seen as hopeful by ~ 2
the Z.imbgbwel?nfs who were dis- §
appointe y -predecessor - §
Trevor Manuel’s dogmatic view:-*
“SA is just notinto bi-laterals”, - 3

During her recent visit Brit-
ish Qverseas Aid Minister Lyn- ‘i
da Chalker urged SA to make 9
an exception and renegotinte-a. -
bi-lateral trade agreement with™
Zimbabwe, in the face of previ- -
ous criticism from SA employ- [

b

thousandscfjobesireat taks;

Zimbabwe Kingsley hs!:amabogo
abwe - ey o
gaid: “I don't think thé neetin;

can resolve in one.day what had {3
notbeen regolved all the time.™ . |§

s ety

B I ———— ;. .}
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ﬁo&.&m. min ,E.. g gian tg-are
ing thé soils of Zimbabwe in
earch for diamonds, platinum
* Zimbabwe mining industy
officials say- 92,6% of -the

'gouthiern African state is un-

der exploration..
- Démand for exclusive
‘Prospecting orders is rising
steadily, they say. _
" Many prospectors, Zimbab-
we Chamber of Mines chief ex-

ecutive Derek Bain says, have -

been renewing their exclusive
prospecting orders, especially
after 1993 when Australia’s
Broken Hill sealed a deal with
the government to develop the
Hartley Platinum mine.

Theé platinuem project, cost-
ing more than $200m, is Zim-
babwe’s'single higgest invest:
Eﬂﬂ#mmboo the country gained
indepéendence from Britain in
1980 and one of the first after
Pregident Robert Mugabe
abahdoned a 10-year exXperi-

Thé.
sift-

The .mine “is planned to
_;start production next year, but
Joutput may start before the
"‘end ofthe year, :

-, ‘It (the -platinum project)
.gdve.
-sitice then, things hsve been
~“slowly falling into place,” said
.,Bain_at Victoria' Falls where
“the Chamber of Mines was
holding its annual inmeeting., -
+  Mugabe’s government — it
‘has a reputation for ‘treating
private industrialists with
suspicion — has been pamper-
ing the mining sector, like the
goose that lays golden eggs.

i¢' re~~ “creages” imposed by the. state -
electricity. “supply. authority
and for'introducingin-1993 an .
. offshore borrowing facility for

For a start, Mugabe mw-‘

pointed as mines minister Ed-

.dison Zvohgo, rated by many ..

- ' Zimbabwean political ana-
lysts as one of his best minis-
ters.
from the post two months ago
in a cabinet reshuffle, but min-
ing chiefs eredit him with

Zvobgo was removed .

theindustry.
.. Political'and business ana-

ysts say new Mines Minister '
us -a-very big boost and . - Swithun . "Mombeshora has

Mugabe’s éar -— an important

factor in an economy still be-

ingliberalised after decades of
tight state control. - o

.The government also eased
work permit requirements for
expatriatesin the industry, al-
lowing them to apply through
the mines ministry rather
than immigration.

The mining industry is
Zimbabwe’s second biggest
foreign exchange earner after
Jobacco. It has grown at an av-
eragé 13% annually over the

-past five years, but its domi-

nant gold sector has expanded

by 20% annually over the

‘same period. The sector has

_become increasingly impor-

4 4 .

* tant in. the wake of recurresit

- droughts hitting the maingtay
: NWHHG&HEE sector, s .., .
“The contribution of: mining : .

to (national) export earnings
is likely to exceed the current
figure of 45%,” Mombeshota
said. The state Zimbabwa In-
vestment Centre had over the
past two

‘It is, therefore, no wild
speculation to say that, from a

Ctotal mineral production ! of
Z$6,04bn last year, this figure

could rise to Z$10bn by the
turn of the century.” o
With an economy that has

. been pushed to the wall by an
almost * collapsing manufae- -

furing industly, Zimbabwe
has been actively encouraging
mining exploration. v

 Rio Tinto Zimbabwe, for ex-

ample, has been allowed to
“prospect for diamondé and
gold in the country’s biggest
‘game reserve,

- -

environmental
“inthe sector.

. 0 -years ' approved, -
‘Z$8bn (US.$814.66m) worth of
’projects, 75%in mining. ' !

the Hwange

|-
ol

National Park, despite some

ty

.Opposition from national exivi-
i Tonmentalists:. .~ x  .o-

The Zimbabwe Chambér. of
Mines commends’the govern-
ment for insjstitiy on sound
Bmsmmmu_ﬁmun

But it wrges the govern-

'ment to ensure that legitimate

, g development is* not
jeopardised by ... “sxtremist.
and draconian regulations, ta
which some other mining-
countries have fallen prey? -

Other big companies which

Cox

. are prospecting in Zimbabwe =

include Broken Hill Propri-.+
etary Co Ltd, Anglo Amerjcan: ;.
Coxp, Lonrhe and Zimbibwe |
Allgys, - R
 “They are exploring every- -
where ... but it will be a while
before we get a cléarer ‘pie-
ture,” Bain said.~" e
“Exploration is a long-term
affair, but the fact that the big
guys are still ‘out there is en-
couraging.”~—Reuter.
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Vlctona Falls
/i mining, companies are. sifting
¢ the soils of Zimbabwe in a
. search for diamonds, platinum
"and gold. - . . *

Zlmbabwe ‘mining indus-
- try officials. say 92,5 percent of

t~ithe country is unter éxplo- -

+|: ration and demand for exclu- -
_ sive prospecting orders is ris-
mg steadily. '

- Many prospectors had
) been' renewing their - prospect=
‘|- ing ‘orders, especially. . after
*1993"when Australia’s Broken -

g

-Hill  Proprietary and Delta

¢ Gold- sealed *a deal with
"'President Robert Mugabe's

- government- to develop the .

Hartley platinum mine, . said
Derek Bain, the chief executive

Mines. LR ‘
4, The platmum pro;ect, cost

e hg more than $200 million, is -

Zimbabwe's singlé - blggest
investment since the -couniry
|| gainedi dependencem1980

. The:‘mine i sexpected to

’.: B zoutput may start,
end of the year..
- “The pm]ect'gave us a very

| big” baost and. since,.then,

'| “hinigs have been slowly fallirig
(infd  place,”

| Victotia® Falls where:

“* Chamibet of Mines was hold-

irig its arinual general meeting.
=~ Mugabe's government —
1 which has a reputation for
treating private industrialists
| | .owith,. guspicion — has been
\|¢ pampering the mining sector.
Mugabe appointed Eddi-

- son” Zvobgo as minister ‘of
mings, rated by many Zimbab-
wean political analysts as one

"

“ of his best ministers ‘and ‘a:

- hard-noged political salesman.

Zvobgo was removed from

the post two months ago in a
+» ¢abinet neshufﬂe but mining

' ,‘“cluefs crédit him with Kéeping'

) hght lid ‘on price increases
'1 Ffimposed by the staté electricity : ¢
upply authority, and for intro-

The world's |

the Zimbabwe- Charnber of;

s

; i
. start produﬁhon‘n xt year, but”
fore the-

‘Bain said in.-

fac111ty for ne ‘indstry fn 1993,..

Poht'lcal ‘and business ana-..
lysts say new ‘mines minister
Swithun, Mombeshora is,cose -..

to Mugabe and has his ear —_

an impoftant factor ift arecon-

. omy still bemg liberalised after.’

decades of tight state control.

The - government eased. -
work permit requirements, for
expatriates in the industry,
allowing® them to apply:
through the ministry of mines
rather. than . theumnugraﬁon
department )

The mining industey is .
Zimbabwe's second biggest -
foreign éxchange earner ‘after

“tobacco. It has grown at an
average 13 percent a year over
the past five years, but its.doin- .,
inant'gold sector has expanded .
by 20 percent ‘a‘year over the
same Penod

Uiwake' Of recufrent droughts

- Mombeshora.

pames

Caba
.-tural sector, *

earnings is likely to exceed the
~current figure of 45: petcent;”
Mombeshora said.

" Geritfe hiad over-the: past:two-
* years approved; $814/66 mil-

" lion worth of projects; " 75 per:
cent of which.were inmining.

“Total mineral pmductmn.

of 236,04/ ‘billion last yéar could
- rise to Z$10 billion by ‘the i
of -the . centuryt )

Zimbabwe has bee
'ly encouraging mining explo-

ration. Rip Tinto Zimbabwe:

has for exaniple been allowed

to prospect for diamonds and.

gold in the country’s biggest ..
game reserve, the H Hwange
National Park. Other’ b1g ‘com- ¢

prospectmg -

" GOING. FOR GOLD Zimbaiawe Ims allowed 11*1:11.‘31'111E
; ducmg an offshore borrowmg exploratwn in Hwange Natmnul Park, adjacent to the calhery

hitting. the mainstay agricul-

e conmbutmn'.
of mining to (national). export.
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N Omo- 0 qult Zlmloabwe Pohtlcs

As black politicians moved into

in increasing conflict with the white

Zimbabwe and the aclmowledged : administration, Nkomo and his lieu-
leader of the country’s minority tenants rapidly attracted the admira-

tion of the country’s blacks, and for

Ndebele people, is. to step down
nep R saxyearshewastheheadofthe,

snts of - . African nationalist movement, arole_
&ent Robétt Milgab&’ﬁ raling Zanu- :  that has given him the title“Father - -,
(PF) party because of Ius advanced D Z:mbabwe" regerveglforhmbythe L

ilbhealth. - * Ndebelepeople e
aal o el : ot Im,.1953hah0Wevez;
saying he had nostr g:t dec;lded orl
a date for his departure from work, - Sl ; e
but, that the end of themonth he " :

-------

surgery

nic. He toﬁ

understand his illness, although se- .

morgovernmmtsoumessayhewas )

operated on for prostate camcer. -,
-The Gazette said Nkomo cele- .

brated his 79th birthday quietly at o

his home in. Bulawayo: last Friday. - Zapuparl‘y, thCh

He'jvas unable to blow out all hxs 1989whm1tmergedmthMu ab&s»

aﬁﬁaﬁealsohduuttedtomﬁer-  Zana (PR

inetory lapses. -5 . ;
- Politi soumessayh:s impend- * . weight
ing d has created a fierce * referred to as “Umdala”

.struggle within the ruling party in man), hasloomed largeover : y mc ;
‘the, western provinee of Matabele-  wean politics, almost from thi Brst -, :that whites be stripped -
land for leadership of what is still of active black discontent ** and be forced tohand overbusmess :

thie :core of his old Ndebele-based wiih temmonty Rhode51anru1e assetstobiadw Sapa, e

4 -:j“ . by S :{E"‘ ."7 ’:'A 'Nl._
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* Jden Wetherell in H.

| riaFalls on Monday-

! hand. Zimbabwean industrialists:.

Krwin detuses

OUTH AFRICAN Minister. of:
Trade and Industry-Alec
; " Frrwin is pressing for an early
; resolution -of the.trade dis-

! pute that has soired relations with- -groups “demeristrated:se

. Zimbabwe — ‘South Africa’s most
important regional market.

Erwin brought a 25-strong delega-
tion that included industrialists and
trade unionists to one-day talks
hosted by his Zimbabwean counter:
part, Nathan Shamuyarira, at Victo- -

. The talks were alied at defising
Loan increasingly acrimonious row

recently threatened to get out-of

i _called for a"‘t’i‘ad‘q war” if:South

. “Africa refused . to

" recently adopted. sir
lar fighting talk.at;
economic forum-
Cape Town. - i
* Erwinis determined 7|
to find solutions,
sources in the South
African “delegation -

" said. “He agreed there",

. was a lack of balance

. in the present situa

© tion and communi-

‘ cated a willingness to

: resolve differences,”

said one delegate, who- . -

was impressed by the new minister's
command of detail. . :

_ But significant obstacles remain.

* Zimbabwe is hoping to revive prefer- .
ential access to the South African -
market as provided for in the 1964
trade agreement between the two

" countries which Japsed in 1992.

£y o0

The South Africans, however, con-".
scious of World'Trade Organisation .
- rules that bar bilateral pacts, are

.. anxious to focus on a wider range of
issues that will free trade in the
regionas a whole.

. “We don't want negotiations with

" Zimbabwe to be out of step with what
we might achieve later at the regional
Jevel,” said South African high com-
missioner Kingsley Mamabolo.

Present at the Victoria Falls talks
were leading members of the Steel
and Engineering Industries’ Feder-

- ation, textiles manufacturers and

- representatives of the Food and
Allied Workers' Union, the National -
Union of Metalworkers of South
Africa, the National Union :of -
Mineworkers and the South African
Textile Workers' Union. They met
their Zimbabwean counterparts in
-bilateral talks.

As a result, three working groups
have been formed to look at the three:
main problem areas: textiles and -
clothing, agricultural produce and

 Zimbabw

% trade unions, made. 57
- market prohibitive; Beef and po
producers have also'been 14 :
- over terms of trade which have while local mamufacturers;complain .

Aléc Erwin: Impressive. . ‘P
command of detail 7 ct

_regarding textiles imports.. -

on the part of the South. African

bivean governmients,
Marmabolo who spoke of
of urgeney: = .5 P

the verge-of collapse.sifice Souith”
Africa, partly at the insistence of |

that Pretoria’s export incentiys
ericourage South African comparni
o0:flood the

03

" While there is a clear willinigness 10
make progress, several hurdle

conomists point to. the: influ
m ence_of trade unions in Sow
African policy ing: Th
Congress.of South African Trade’
Unions believes neighbouring
tries exploit'c abo

explains in part

But their presence has had atleas
one positive result. Zimbabwe
-trade unionists, mostly i
by their government in the past, are’
delighted to be sitting at the top table .
in the current negotiations, unthink-.
able a year ago. .

“wzimbabwe is having to learn the.’
politics of inclusivity,” one delegatE;.

Observers have said Erwin got6n -
well with Shamuyarira despite the
Zimbabwean minister’s adherezjce
over many years to the Pan Africanist
Congress. “It is irrélevant,” said one
diplomat attending the talks. “The"
politicians got on well. Everything
now depends on the other players.”

P
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HARARE: The end of an era
is at hand in Zimbabwean
politics as the man known
to the Ndebele as the
“Father of Zimbabwe" with-
draws from active politics,

founders of black nationalism
o7 inZimbabwe and leader of the
country’s Ndebele minority, is to
step down as one of the country’s
two vice-presidents because of his
advanced age and ili-health,

The independent weekly Finan-
cial Gazette yesterday quoted
Nkomo, 79, as saying he had not
yet decided on his date of depar-
ture, but that at the enid of the
month he would return to work —
at a slower pace.

Last month Nkomo underwent
surgery at a private Cape Town
clinic. He told the Gazette he did
not understand his illness, al-
though senior government scurces
say he was operated on for prostate
cancer,

“Iam still sick, but each dayl
am getting better,” he said, “Tell
the people that Nkomo amuka
{Shona for “he survived”). For the
first three weeks (after the opera-
tion) it was terrible, I could neither
walk nor move. But I am all right
now.”

J'oshUA NKOMO, one of the

The Ga;éﬂe said Nkomo cele-

“FATHER OF ZIMBABWE": Vice-
President Joshua Nkomo

brated his 79th birthday quietly at
his home in Bulawayo last Friday, .

He was unable to blow out al} his
candles. He also adrmitted suffering
memory lapses, ’

Nkomo's doctor, who was not .

named, said the veteran politician
had been overworking, “I advised
him that at his age, he should take
it easy.”

Yesterday local officials of the -
ruling party joined church repre- -

sentatives in holding a prayer ser-

vice for Nkomo at his home,
Political .sources’ say his

impending departure has created a

“ . ivk K erce struggle within the ruling -

party in the western province of

‘National Congtess, -

ment was created for him,

ARG 11596
Matabeleland for Ieadership of
‘what is still the core of his old Nde- *
bele-based Zapu party which Was.
dissolved in 1989 when it merged-
with President Robert Mugabe's-

- Zanu (P). - .' C
| ..  Forthelast 39 years, the huge, -

gverweight frame of Nkomd, uni- |

“versally 1eferred to as“Urtidala”’ |

(the old man) has loomed large
‘over Zimbabwean politics,

._ . . Hewas born in the Semokwe
* Ieserve in Matabeleland, the son of

aLondon Missionary Society work-
€er. L :

" He was a'Rhiodesia Railways

welfare officer, when plucked from.

_relative political obscurity in 1957

by the forerunner drganisation to -
Zanu (PF). o N "
- He was elécted presi

éi_lt of,the 1
then Southern Rhodesizh African

As black politicians movedirito.
Increasing conflict with the white

administration, Nkomo anid his i

lieutenants rapidly attracted thg: |
admiration of the countiy’s blacks;
and for six years he was the head of
the African nationalist movemerit,
a role that has given him the title
“Father Zimbabwe”, teserved for
him by the Ndebele. -

After independence in 1980,
Nkomo found himself in conflict

- with Mugabe. This was resolved in

1989 when a second vice-presiden-

cy in the party and the govern-
—Sapa -
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at Struck féw ch
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,m_umof struck féw chords and a boycott =~ *
nay:Bave.marked the/end of Zimbabwe's. ~ ..
&m_u.m,_"_.A.”_Hmam__u._wm"mm_,mémﬂm._ writes Jan: Raath"

prgst ok L

rannual beanfeast which foi “reports exposing ruling party officials

seénted solid trophies and
:al prize money for independent,
nfrighténed journalists, is probably
o more, following this year’s occa-

* tountry’s first cellular telephone net-
work. .

The second prize was for breaching

the bounds of the presidential bed-

on. - . : -room and identifying Mugabe's new -
The National Journalists and wife, whom he married clandestinely,
edia Awards {NJAMA) is an institu- - But this year's ceremony was
n where the praise singers-of Zim- 'blighted by folly from which it may

ibwe'spress are, for one day of the
:ar,ignored, and reporters who
rite‘what is in front of their noses
e rewarded for doing it.” ~

In a nation where the daily news-
apers, radio and television are
méd by President Robert Mugabe's
yvérnment and receive their
structions from the seldom-swept

prove impassible for the organiser,
the'Willie Musarurwa Memorial
Trust, to recover. One after the other,
‘sponisors on whose support the cere-
mony is dependent, have announced
their withdrawal.

It was a critical misjudgment to

fices of the Ministry of Information auditorium the size of a rugby field
céntral Harare, NJAMA has been whose parquet flooring obviously has
1 inspiration. not tasted polish in the decade of its

LSt year, a pair of journalists - existence.

ceived due recognitionf as news - - The bar at the Zanu-PF headquar-
porters of the year fot’ {cAffig+ters was run by someone’s relative
ostbf the ruling Zanu:PFparty

: "FEpATty" *Who runs a bottle store 30km outside
lithuro parcelling ofit foTiér white- ~tHwn. It was'a revealing indication of

< “itie héddquarter’s udual cheftel
©  cost Zim $5 deposit for a glass for*
' éach drink, and it was a Ewrgmwm

ABWE'S natiorial award “owried farriis to each other. This year-
~ceremony forjourndlists, an - the first prize was for a'series of

hold the affair in the hall of the Zanu- .
PF headquarters, a vast anddingy

B tele. Hm

trying to get the monéy back.
" On the day of the cereriiony, Kind-'
ness Paradza, the president of the’

" Zimbabwean Union of Journalists
" (ZUJ), was urging members of his
- thepastisix years has‘pre: “trying to purloin the ténder for the

union to boycott the awards becausg, -
he said, the electronic media, which'
consists entirely of
the state-owned .
Zimbabwe Broad- ‘Hwasac

€ h_.._wm___m___“_u,_n.\.n
1 (rm)zra]

ical
casting Corporation misjudgment to hold

ey
organisers got4t “dirt cheap”,
might prejudice the impartiality of
potential participants, 90% of whom
comprised the ZBC, Zirfipapers, the
national newspapér chain and the’
(ZIANA), the dortiestic news agency,
all of whom fall under the financial
and editorial direction of Zanu-PF,

" ZUJ was a member of the organis-
. g  commitiee
which had been
meeting twice a

ZBO), smHm not Hmmu- the affair in the hall of wm.w Hmﬂmﬁ year,

resented in e ’ ough its repre-
the Zanu-PF e 1671 115 Tep

awards. headqua rters, a vast sentative made only

ZBC had let the 1 < Ve
organisers know in and dingy auditorium

rugby field’

March that it was the size of a
withdrawing its par-
ticipationt because of
the way its journal-
ists had been “lampooned” at the
awards last year; but also because

.one of the judges was Jeremy Brick-

hill, a private television producer who
is suing the ZBC for a large amount
of money for non-payment of fees.
ZBC jouinalists affirm they were
instructed by their management not
to have anything to do with NJAMA.
ZUJ had already expressed con-
cern that the venue, chosen because
oty

R m

sporadic appear-
ances. The first the
committee heard of
: ZUJ's withdrawal
was.in the columns
of the daily newspa-
pers on the day of the awards.

But ZUJ's boycott pretty well
worked. The collection of tables in the

southern section of the hall was .

already dwarfed by the immensity of
the auditorium, -and the effect was
enhanced by the occupation of only
about half of the seating. _
Recipients of awards had been
advised, however, that failure to
attend the ceremony would deprive

. “thiem of their award and of the prize™

“money (R1000 for first ‘placé, 'R500 **

g for second and R250 for third). The -
" _only person not to tura up for his -

" . award failed to do so Because h& was

. PR

" injured i a car crash. It could niot be=

: .mmﬁcmmwgﬁwmﬁrmw he wol.m#wm Em

“prize money.

. Guest speaker for the occasion was. 4

.

Deon du Plessis, managing director

~“of Gauteng Newspapers, whose huge

' Zimbabwe Inter-Afiica News Agency * bodyguard drew appreciative mur- -

“murs as_ he ferried many large
brandies and coke to his employer.

" Du Plessis's speech, stating that
South African newspapers have “a

‘good news obligation” under the new *_

government, went down like a stone

with those in the audience who had *

month since Novem- anything to do with the late Willle ,

Masururwa, the patron of the trust .
and former editor of the Sunclay Majl-

Zimbabwe’s biggest selling newspa-

per. Msururwa had repeatedly
warned his staff of the dangers of
“sunshine journalism”. °

The massacres of civilians in the
western provinces of Matabeleland
by Mugabe's 5th Brigade, corruption,
Zamu-PF’s peculiar support for the
PAC instead of the ANC, and its
“leadership code” of austerity that
everyone ignored were.issues that
‘Musarurwa. could not close his eyes
to. : s
‘Musarurwa was sacked on
Mugabe's orders in 1985, Maybe, in
his time, he would have survived -
‘had he listened to the likes of Du
Plessis’ - :

-
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“Unless Britain provides funds for acquisition programme, -

e

“there is no money

‘Reorsms

gabe threatens to

(zpa )

\\mt,l[}?t compensation

[

Harare

; bert Mugabf has threat-

' white farm-

without compenztion” unless
Britain gives hid' government
money for a land Fquisition pro-

uritil independeice in 1980,

* should help Zinbabwe's pro-
- gramme to resetﬂ?blacks on land

given to white Sttlers decades

* ago, Mugabe toldp meeting of his
* ruling -Zanu-PF jarty on Satur-
. day. Y
“We do not ha’e the money to -
: , ‘

’.

t by blacks .
Sécretary Malcolm Rifkind had

'buy'baék"‘tli'é laﬁd; which was not
- paid for in the first place. We do

not follow the example of other

. countries who demanded com-

pensation for all land grabbed
during the colonial era,” he said.
Mugabe said British Foreign

written to him saying their two

- governments could negotiate for
;aid worth

Z$465-million (R211-
million) to buiy the land.

“We said if they (Britain) have
the money or aid fo give us for us
to pay for the land acquired, then
they should give us and we will
pay,” he said, adding that his gov-
ernment would only pay com-
pensation for farm investments,
such as buildings and dams. - -

for land not paid for in the first place’

il siggested dbroad
meeting of interested ‘groups, in-
cluding donor-agericies-siich as
the World Bank; ‘to discuss - Zim- -
babwe’s emotive land acquisition
programme, Mugabe said.’

His cabinet woul
proposal, he said, ac
could be a delaying' tactic: ;
fore we shofild:be carefull: The is- -
sue is that we should acquire land.”

Britain sitspended:aid for the
resetflement programme after the
Zimbabwe govermi’_lent,—( ‘which
says whites own around 80% of
the most fertile land, passed new
laws in 1992 allowing the seiztire
of farms to resettle thousands of
blacks squeezed into marginally

-productive areas.

. —
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HARARE: A white Zimbabwean
farmer accused President Robert
Mugabe yesterday of having a per-
sonal interest in seeking to nation-
alise his farm under the land
Teformm programume to resettle land-
less blacks.

Mr Nige! Butler, 43, said that his
farm, which is next to Mugabe's
rural home about 70 kilometres
west of Harare, was designated for
the personal use of the president
aftet the land was deemed unfit for
resettlement,

“The only reason we can think
of (for the designation) is that Mr
Mugabe wants it for his personal
use,” he said in a telephone inter-
view.

Butler said private surveyors
and government specialists had
determined that the soil on the
3 000 hectare farm could not be
tiiled by hoe but only by high-
powered tractor ploughs,

Under the controversial 1992
Land Acquisition Act, Mugabe has
vowed to take five million hectares

Farmer accuses My

of seizing lanéijfgr

3

b
to resettle uLdre scc:?f thousands
of landless black peasants living in
crowded communal areas while
some 4 500 white farmers own
about 30% of the prime farmland.

Butler said he bought the farm
in 1983, three years after
independence.

Butler refused to comment on
his letter to the Sovernment, which
was published in the mass circula-
tion Sunday Mail, saying it was a
private letter from him to Lands
Minister Mr Kumbirai Kangai.

His letter describes the designa-
tion of his land for Mugabe’s use as
"government lunacy” to “satisfy
the president’s ego”.

“This transaction smacks of
racism and favouritism and dirties
the hands of anyone connected
with it,” he said,

Mugabe, who has scorned
white attempts to fight land
reform, has said his government
will pay for improvements made
on the properties, but not for the
landt itself. — Sapa-AFP
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HA‘RARE - A nationwide.power
blackout which hit Zimbabwe shortly
| after an investment conference in
tHarale showed the country still has
‘work to do to polish its image as a pre-
~mier emerging market,, -
Over thé past three years, Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe has spearheaded

: ;missmns to- Eurcpe and East Asia,

marketmg Zimbabwe’s virtues. ‘

. ‘The main thrust-of the country’s
sales pitch has been advances it has
made over the past five years under
marke’elcd reforms which Mr Mugabe
adopted in 1991 after a 10-year exper-

: 1ment with socialism- left the economy

,in tatters.

: abohshed a host of controls on prices,
imports and foreign exchanhge which
herined in investors.

funds have been lifted on pre-1979
1nvestments Foreigners can now trade
“61ithié 1ocal stock market. and com-
;merclal banks ¢an now issue credit
chrds” ¢ o
,u§Zlmbabwe has sighed.a’ Aumber of
/| ernatlonal and‘bilateral investment
Ftlon pacts to talm fears about

‘Tt also touts a p011t1ca11y stable envi-
ronment an. educated workforce and

: rlow ‘productiorn costs.

Mr Miugabe and his Finanee Minis-
ter; I—Ierbert Muretwa are promising to

li boost inyestor confidence.

{ 1nvestment to Zimbabwe, with statistics
from the Zimbabwe Investment Centre
g ‘showirig a rise to Z$5,5 billion (R12,1
b1111on) from Z$1,9 billion in 1991,

- However, investors and economic
;analysts say the: country has to do
‘more ifit'wants £6 win foreign invest-
1ment and trade'needed to drive eco-
tnomie .growth. They say the power

!whlch néed attention.

] : “mebabwe has traditionally had
H good 1nfrastructure, but lack of invest-
iment in’ recent years has resulted in it
i falhng behmd " said J effrey Goddard

| ﬁastructure ‘Yalling beh d

- from its past inward-looking;,
R Under the ref’orms the state has

Restr1ctlons on corporate blocked.

i ecurity of forelgn—owned ‘busi-
' %nesses i

bring down 'a high budget deficit to

i All thIS has seeri a steady increase in -

blackout served to pinpoint areas .

chief executlve of the Common,wealth
Africa Investment Fund Limited.

He pointed to its creaky telecom-

mumcatmns which have become the
butt of cymcal ]okes by frustrated sub-
seribers — as a.major area cry1ng out
for development.
' “Fore1gn cap1ta1 will not come 1nto
Zimbabwe simply by offering-lower
taxes or the.freedom-to repatrlate
profits and dividends. Everyone ]
doing that,” said Standard Chartered
Ple group chief executwe Malcolm
Williamson.

- He said Zlmbabwe needed to €0
further to make a-successful trans1t1on
highly
régulated economy policies to be out-

.. ward-looking and market-focused.

“Zimbabwe shouldn’t get frightened
or draw back, It needs to go faster

with deregulation-because 1t?s ithe way |

of the world. International compames
want to come to Zimbabwe hot for the
“internal market. There’s no'pomt in
them coming here only to enhernmed
in by regulations’ ‘and-rulés;%he said:

evances
against Z1mbabwe with'séveral dele:,

. gates to therecent conference. saymg i

this frustrateditheir efforts to: bring in
expatriatés to. plug local gaps in'some
skills. pe .
- Colin Palethorpe semor vice- pres-
1dent with. Australia’s: Broken Hill

which, with Delta Gold-N1; owns Zim- |-

babwe’s new Hartley, PIatmnm Mine,

said he battles with 1mm1grat;on ofﬁ— )

cials to get: sk1lled expatr1at
mine. :

action, particularly on:ttie estabhshu

nient of export processing. zones, also .

clouded the investment-cliiate.” |

The plan to establish thé zones was :
mooted seven’years ago but i is ‘only; tak— :

ing'shape now.

Uncleat, pol1c1es as;‘,well 45 slow :
progress to privatise: loss-makmg state [

[firms also dampen 1nvestor enthusi-
‘gsm; economié¢ analysts and busmess
leaders say ~Reuter, :

Tight 1mm1grat1on contr ] f1gure.r

Standard Chartered Bank Zlmbabwe ?‘
chief executwe Jim:Mackenna sa1d
slow decision-making; and goverhment:|’
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HARARE — A nationwide er
blackout, which hit Zimbabwe
shortly after an investment con-
ference in Harare, showed the
country still has work to do to pol-
ish its image as a premier emerg-
ing market, ,

‘Over the past three years Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe has spear-
headed missions to Europe and
East Asia, marketing Zimbabwe’s
virtues.

The majin thrust of the coun-

- try’s sales pitch has been ad- .
vances it has made over the past

five years under market-led reo-
forms which Mugabe adopted in
1991 after a 10-year experiment
with socialism had left the econ-
omy in tatters.

Zimbabwe has signad a num-
ber of international and hilateral
investment protection pacts to
calm fears about the security of
foreign-owned businesses. Mu-
gabe and Finance Minister Her-
bert Murerwa are promising to
bring down a high budget deficit to
boost investor confidence,

All this:has seen a steady in-

| crease in.investment coming to

Zimbabwe. with statistics from
}v. .

Zimbabwe battles to backup
1S pro-investment sal

| g;»&z

o A B
20 26 |6 [ 94

e Zimbabwe Invedtmefit Centre
showing a rise to Z$5,5bn from
Z$867Tmin 1991.

However, investors and eco-
nomic analysts say the country
has to do more if it wants to win
foreign investment and trade
needed 1o drive economic growth.
They said the power blackout
served to pinpoint areas which
needed attention.

“Zimbabwe has traditionally
had good infrastructure, but lack
of investment in recent, years has
resulted in it falling behind,” said
Commonwealth Africa Invest-
ment Fund CE Jeffrey Goddard.

He pointed to  its creaky.
telecommunications — the butt of
cynical jokes by frustrated sub-

scribers — as a major area crying

out for development.

Zimbabwe is the only country
in southern Africa which lacks
mobile cellul: » relephones.

“Foreign capital will not come
into Zimbabws simply by offering
lower taxes or thi= freedom to repa-
triate profits and dividends. Ev-
eryone is doing that,” said Stan-
dard Chartered plc group CE Mal-
colm Williamson,

= x5 .‘v:

g
o

es talk

Tight i‘mmigratio‘n:‘!bo‘nfréls fig-

ure high on the list of investor

grievances against Zimbabwe,
with several delegates to the re-
cent conference saying this- fris-
trated their efforts to bring in éx-
patriates to plug local gaps in
some skills, :

Colin Palethorpe, senior vice-

president with Australia’s Broken
Hill which, with Delta Gold NL,
owns Zimhabwe’s new Hartley
platinum mine, said he battled
with immigration officials to get
skilled expatriates to the mine.
Standard Chartered Bank
Zimbabwe CE Jim Mackenna said

slow decision making and govern:
‘ment action, particularly.on the .

establishment of export process-
ing zones, also clouded the invest-
ment climate. e .

The plan to establish the zones
was maooted seven years ago but is
only taking shape now, :_#.

A board to process dpplications -

for firms wishing to operate in the
zones — they offer a five-year tax
holiday and other incentives;—
was appointed early this year but
the staff still has no offices. —

Reuter. . w )
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HARARE - Enia Zulu rubs pow-

der onto her swollen cheeks before -

a cocktail of herbs pre-
seribed by a traditional healer:

The medicine is not a lasting
solution but will relieve her pain

for several hours. S
" A terminally ilt ATDS patient,
written off by doctors and given
six months to live, she says that

sheé has endured so much suffer-~ | certain cases
. However, Fathsr

ing she nowwishesto die. . _
- ‘Inview of the ever-rising nuin-
ber of cases of desperately il ATDS

patients, it is time goverament en-
acted legislation to allow sufferers *

to choose when they want tq.die,
t("lz‘rli;rgn"a chthai%e, Ihw0u1d rather die
0

painfq% procesg,g saysZuln,
‘There are others with similar

feelings.

formed recently has as its goal the

legalisation of euthanasia in cer-

tain cases of terminal illness and -

unbearable mental stress. -
There are those who argue that
Zimbabwe, as a democratic coun-
try, should suppcl))rtlthgt;ltiaqtha?f-
sia campaigners by legalising the
rightto gie%; choice. o
“I meet cancer and AIDS pa-

euthanasia legislation

- tients and T find thawr

this slow and ¢
.. Wwe accept life and death from. the

. The Final Exit Society

hard to endure,” says Dr Pha'.nue% .
-Magaya. “It is' not in:
lives, but ot:cfajsionalf

" sufférin

ly it might be.

work toend' - T

€an

Jand Hospice, which oﬁ'ers'caf;e"‘tj)r

termmalfyﬂl atients. e
The Final Exit Society “Ids

called for the establishment of a

better to end alife than to prolong  euthanasia - committee drawn
suﬁ'exji.n%,”he says.: .. from‘members of parliament'and

“The formation of the Final £x: rofessionals such as doctors'and
it Society isawelcome moye and - awyers, as well as human rights
government shoild sériously con- . watehdog the Catholic Comimis-
sider legalisitig’ ent’s wish to - sion for Justice and Peace. Thoy
die in certain cages.” " - - ‘suggestthat this committee would

ar Werm-

"tér, the “social commumicatiohs °

- gecretary - of  th e
Catholic * Bishopa' - Confererice,
says-hig chirch is g

&g the right

-

“Human dig

" hands ‘of the ‘M.
need to speed up dying. We need to

_the Zimbabwe
18 ‘against grant-’

die- under .any.
ity jo respected if

to

aker, - We 'do not

give moré care and more resources

to the

wh
end,” he says,

thers opposed to the practice
e system is open to '
are,,,f'ﬁit@ﬁnga,for Atybo::

argue that
abuse and ar
remain illegal.
of organis

babwe Cancer

living,

ose life is coming to its natural

including those

&y ‘trge the use

23

‘tection and prevent them
:accused of murder.,

give doctors sufficient legal ro-
Beig

Says euthanasia campaipiibr

:'P;m‘I‘Gotora: “Before one wishes.to
.end’'one’s life, a doctor would be

required to consult the euthanassia

- ‘conimittee for connselling and for

vérification of the person’s point of

view to find out if it is a voluntary

decision. If it gives a go-ahead,
en a person is quietly rested.”

. In spite of all the safeguards

suggested by the society to guard

against abuse of euthanasia, their -

 cause continues to attract official

 criticism, Zimbabwean Deputy

"Heslth Minister, T irai
ruledo

gations such as thé Zim: - -
r Association and Is:




the Zimbabwean capital Harare .
“point to an insurince compaiy-led -
bulldlng boom that is transformrng thls
+ Africancity..
“ Shopping malls and of:ﬁce complexes
' are'being; throWwn up atan. unrelentrng

"Eh i,

ander than the ohe before
; Behmd the constructlon boom are

] _hpames, whrch are qnvestlng
if wealth in property assets.in Harare;
ty withia rising population of one .
milhon that Isbeginning. to have the: feel

- 1argést ~ insurance
»compahy and pro
ty developer.

Old  Mutusl,
which control§ moré
than 80%. of:
nation’s in‘s‘ti

btnldlng in'the city centre.
.-+ The squat, solid structure, reminis-
cent of a chimneyed Victorian factory;
- uses.a remarkable system of low-cost nat<
ural ventilation based on the technology -
of the termite mound to keep its alry
intetior cool withput -air-conditioning. -
" “The'dermanid-for
space in; Harare:is di ctly proportional
~o'the increaséd economic growth we are

|, demanids —;hence more _ofﬁces are need-
ber of Comimerce chlef economlst Mr
| Edinoré Tobaiwa.
1. - Zimbabwe's constructmn rndustry
| has gidwn in parallel with- thé econioiy.
| -Its contribution to.the overall.GDP;-
_wtnch litself increased on'average by
72,7% in 1985-1994; werit up slightly’
from 2 03% in1990,10,2/17% in 1994, .
N ver, in: absolute terms, the .con-
struction 1ndnstry s growth is more sig-
t,/udging: ftom figures fiom the

{E CRANES Drercing the Skylirie of |

; pace, with each addrtron seemln : :
' " | *inéredses, so they have to' ‘capitalise

try's. pensron funds and insur:

| tenting pace each
addltlon grander than -

“offices and shop -

* experiencing; This mieans more business. :

“ed,” explarns Zimbabwe Natronal Gham-;

-+ year for which flgures were- avallabl )
.. “Pension funds and:1ifé assurances;|

ot
 corpanies’ investment is 1ong—tenn and haifis

eyeniyespread. 'As investars come intdy; ivey

the. country the demand.for office Space,

thls to make money, ” says Tobaiwa:

"7,:-

. -asstirance compames control about 550 a g[lﬂ};
-of domestic savings. They tend to prefer.
mvestmg in propertyj: swhere retuins are»##===

sureﬂ and higher, than -

burldmgs throug )
. that protect us, Ah

miake profit because"
they grow in valug,
through rentals,” an
investment analyst:
-with Frdelity 'Lif
- Assurance said.,

" a University of Zim
: babwe econom

Lyears has spurred growth if: fore1gn‘~
investment and local commerce, whrch

He sees the cranes and cement Mmixers
giinding away in the city.as proof. that:FAROAZ |
=the local constriictionindustsy-is alsox35 bAs -
«cashing in on that nieed-but local firms -
: comp]am that they are'being by-passed g
or. better-caprtahsed forelgn construc- @
ior companies: <
Tt takes four years to get.a tender,

3§

~-Ties are closing,” says a spokesperson for, izt
- Conforce, alocal engineering and. build;

artlcularly to construct modern build- :(fi1¢y.1
1ngs :and as a result some local- COMPpa-: 5}

{lo1al -
- ing contractor. “The constructior 1ndus— s5d ogn
try is dead: International corripanies are s, noysz - -

“the ones who are gammg because they;; oy bite

haveahuge capitalbases) " s v adT

:Of the 322 constructlon compames S SR

regrstered in Zimbabwe, 190 are foreign, hufamt .
_‘Asked for a comment on the health.. ..,

of thedndustry, a syokesperson forthe. T

. Construction Industry Federation of .., zi3¢ -
' Zimbabwe said: “We cannot speak for ;. J5i

individual companies but surely most of ;' o'izze |

tiral St trstical Offrce i Harare' The

~uihbyf

them are not doing well.” — Sapa-IPS
. < X albrfr




ACCRA An 1cy, 'su]len Pres:dent Robert Mugabe of E
Zlmbabwe ‘could not-biing himself to speak aword to South
) Aftican Deputy ‘President Thabo Mbeki ‘on - Wednesday
ST night; althiough the two’ wéis seated next to each othér at a :

4 (_ltnne; bo_s y Ghanaan. Pres:dent Jerry Rawlings. .~ *
", In'the ploma rld where every detail counts

L

7 The dmner, at ; naticl
‘ ference ‘in"Accra’ eviving prtvate mv tment i Afn :
. also included: the pnm ister,of Tvi Coast tJhe pges— ‘
idents of- Mab “and “Namibi aud ‘ministers resentmg
'Etb10p1a and 'Iurusm.

. Rawlings,..
.%‘,ahead and

. ithe bthierwisé: cordial light-Hiearte - gatherings
which greeted "Mbe' warmly Mbeki . ‘Wa§'* gracwu '-
thicughout, and'all the leaders engaged in conversatton
<= ‘Meanwhile: ‘Mugabe - -stared - consptcuously‘-sumghb :
ahead -as- if. Mbeki- were. not there.- Mugabe: frequentl)a -
turned to. his. left’to- try. to. .engage. Rawiings; but: ‘DEveE!|-
- looked, nght to Mbeki: When’ Rawlings | leﬁ—_ -
720 Thinutes; Mugabe stared straight- ahead, i
1 woid to Mbeg ,who ta]ked freely w1th' iel
g At dmnet s:ehd, Mugabe shoo

e
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Atmosphere at post-summ:t gathenng marred by what

appeared to be calculated rudeness of Zimbabwe’s Iea’de‘i’-

By Ross Hemsgrr =~
Accra, Ghana

n icy, sullen Robert Mu-
A gabe, President of Zim-

babwe, could not brin,
himself to speak a word to Soutl%
Africa’s Deptity President, Thabo
Mbeki, on Wednesday mght al-
though the two were seated next
to each other at a dinner hosted
by Ghanaian President Jerry
Rawlings.

In the diplomatic world,
where every detail counts, Mu-
gabe appeared to go out of his
way to snub Mbeki, which left
South Africans among the guests
shaking their heads in disbelief.

The dinney, at the conclusior
of an international conference on
reviving private investment in

Africa, also included the prime

minister of Ivory Coast, the-presi-
dents of Mali and Namibia, and
ministers representing Ethlopla
and Tunisia.

Mugabe sat between Rawlings
and Mbeki on the dais. When
toasts were offered, Mugabe
clinked glasses mth Rawlmgs

Mbeki reached across
touched glasses with Rawlings,

but Mugabe, seated between -
them, stared ahead and would

not toast with Mbeki.
Mugabe’s coldness to Mbeki
stood in stark contrast to the other-

- wise cordial, light-hearted stummit

gathering, which greeted Mbeki
warmly.
Mbeki was gracious through-

' Behaviour
possibly
caused by .
jealousy

out, and all the leaders engaged in
conversation.

Meanwhile, Mugabe stared
conspicuously straight ahead as if

Mbeki were not there. Mugabe -

frequently turned to his left to try
to engage Rawlmgs, but never
locked to his right to Mbeki.
When Rawlings left the table
for 20 minutes, Mugabe stared
streught ahead never uttering a

“and

- walked
~word or

el

* word to Mbek1 who talked ﬁeely

with other guests. .
- At the dinner’s end, Mugabe
shook hands with Rawhng:; then
ast Mbeki without a
dshake. Mbeki gra-
ciously moved his chair ouf of
Mugabe’s way, but received no re-
sponse.
Some at the dinner speciilated
that Mugabe's slights stem from
deep jealousy. FHe was ongce the

* centre of atfention amon: the for- |

mer Frontlinestates but a5 NowW
lost the spotlight to Mbek: and
Nelson Mandela, e

- Trade tensions is another ex-

' planation. The dinner followed a

round-table discussion in which
Mugabe spoke of “some African
countries” who keep thelr borders ‘

. closed to trade.

The statement was stark
enough that several in'thé audi-
ence said they thought! Mugabe
would actually' name” South
Africa,

Mugabe has long accused
South Africa of blocking Zimbab-
wean goods by charging high im-
port duties, !

P




Zimb '?@)Véaf shock @féﬁﬁ‘ move

Michael Hartnac!
HARARE -— Zimbabwe yesterday

announced new protectionist {ar-
iff structures which will hit im-
ports from SA while urgent nego-

* tiations to solve the two countries’

protracted trade dispute are still
in progress. )

“The tariffs were allegedly aim-
ed at increasing local employment
and state revenue inflows.

New scales of duties which will

come into force on Monday affect,
among other sectors, motor and
electrical ‘ components, clothing,
textilés, batteries, luggage ware

and agricultural products.

All are focal to the row about
the-obsolete 1964 most favoured
nation bilateral pact, on_which
special talks took place in Victoria
Falls on June 10.

“I} has become imperative to

- take measures that will provide a

level playing field with competing

1
and %ba% leve

protection which is adequate but
not excessive,” Deputy Finance
Minister Mishek Chinamasa said
yesterday, unveiling the new
tariff regime.

Observers here were astound-
ed not only by the timing of the
announcement, but at Chinamasa
making it in the absence of
Finance Minister Herbert Mur-
erwa, who accompanied President
Robert Mugabe to a conference on
private investment in Ghana.

Only the state-controlled me-
dia were invited to the newa con-
farence at which the scales were
announced, but according to the
official news agency Ziana, China-
mags made no reference to the
June 10 meeting. . -

SA Trade and Indusiry Minis-
ter Alec Erwin and his Zimbabwe-
an counterpart Nathan Shamu-
yarira, who led delegations repre-
senting  officials, organised

usiness and trade unions, said
the Victoria Falls meeting had
backed away from talk of a trade
war and had brought hope of a
compromise.

Militants in Zimbahwean busi-
ness have for the past three years
been urging Mugabe's govern-
ment to impose punitive duties on
SA exports in retaliation for the
ending of - preference for their

" manufactures in 1993, Ziaha said

special new tariffs, above the pre-
sent 85% ad valorem meximum,
would be imposed on clothing, tex-
tiles, batteries, 1 e ware and
“gelected agricultural products”
which appear to include SA. food-
stuffs, aleohol and beverages.
Thousands of jobs have been .

lost in Zimbabwean firms that un-
til 1993 looked principally to SAto -
market textiles, lea and foot-
ware, foo s and i
goods. SA epjoys a four-to-one im-
balance in trade with Zimbabwe.

A A A A A - sre—










; to,sharply: ralse:'”
Cits: import tanffs ‘on_a; w:de range
50f goads; fro: te'xtlles and’ cloth-

ryes Mr Chmamasa sauly terd
‘-; he; w_dutleswere n'
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Mumba Kaput1ipa, Em nE.mm

mxmoﬁ:a

of the NmBEmb Sec-

urities- and. Exchange Commis-

sion,, said:
would
Economic

that’ initial Ebm:bm;
come from - the -
noBu,:mmSﬁ for

noBB&mm roﬁmm ‘tos mmnﬁm‘
" enovigh;funds to-train. five t0,10.
@mov_m a'yeat in | securities:priar-
ket owﬁmﬂ Hmmn_mzo?,
. :Kapumpa' said, the .Smmmmw
problems.” ipeding, Affican .

v , “stock exchanges were. the conti- ~
>?nm= coutifr as’ under-
.ESmm. Ermb mxﬂmgm_ invest:,

nent’s lack of altural exposure
to share oéﬂ@ﬁ?v and thelack: ©
of ‘individual - mismm 10 Jbuy
shares. B
“Developing - Smim_ -mar- .
ketsis a long-term EomamBEm.
it is-not something you:can
develop in:three or five years. .
© Trwill wnog,c@ take:at-Teast "
10 years  for . exchanges 'to:
spread, ACHOSS - ﬁ«ﬁ?m& de
said. — Famﬁg%ﬁa Foreign
Service
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HARARE: The Supreme Court yestérday dismissed the first
of a series of court challenges to President Robert.
Mugabe's “revolutionary Iandiprgigramme” which he says is

aimed at cortecting racial inequal

lost their first constitutional
: Jdesignated for compulsory acqui-

ZiM'ﬁKBW\E-'S white farmers

chatlenge to controversial

laws giving the government sweep-
ing rights to confiscate farms.

Chief Justice Anthony Gubbay

and four Supreme Court judges -

yesterday dismissed an appeal by
three commercial farmers for the
court to-declare invalid the first
steps of land seizure by the state.
Thé case was regarded as the

first test from the about 4 500-"

strong commercial farming com-
‘munity. They want to defend their
farms from President Ropert
Mugabe's campaign to rediess the
“skewed”- distribution of land
between blacks and whites. |

* Mugabe intends to confiscate -
about half-of the 11-million hec-

tares owned by farmers to resettle
thousands of peasant farnjets from

- overcrowded tribal lands. |
Farmers Mr Allister Davis, Ms
Erna McLean and Mr Mike Clatk

i
s [

les in land distribution. -

ast year after they had their farms

sition” under a new law in 1993.
- “Designated” farms cannot be

“sold or leased and the dwners are

prevented from embarking on.a
major capital development during
the five-year period that the classi-
fication lasts. ) ]
Property ownership rights
enshrined in the constitution were

radically altered to remove clauses -

that guaranteed farm owners’ com-
pensation on the basis of “willing
seller, willing buyer”. The new land
law allows the government to set
its own level of compensation, and
has removed landowners’ right to

challenge the state in court for -

unfair compensation.
Only 16 farms have been taken

«.--over under the new laws and all the
owners got the price they asked fo.

Davis, McLean and Clark

- charged that designating their

and law

crzsfblgh

farms was. no-different from the ;
government effectively taking over
the ownership of the farms, and '
appealed to the Supreme Court :
after losing their High Court case.
Legal sources said the case was
likely to e 5nly the first of a series: -
of challenges that the government.
had laid itself open to with the
law's wide-ranging powers. . -
Mugabe had the Land Acquisi-

" tion Act passed in 1992 and de-

clared it the weapon he would use |
to enforce his “revolutionary land
programme”. He also vowed he
would “brook nio interference from
any court invacquiring any land”.
But scandal overtook the land _
issue as soon.as.the Jaw was put
into effect, with Lands Minister-,
Witness Mangwende being-the |
recipient of the very first farm
acquired undet the law. The 30 '
peasants the farm was intended for™
weresidelined.
Officials of the Commercial
Farmers’ Union said the govern:
ment had also abandoned assus-
‘ances to confiscate only derelict
“and under-utilised land, and that
largeiswathes of productive land
had beei earmarked. —Sapa
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* From Sapa

Harare — The Zimbabwe gov-
* ernment yesterday announced
the long-awaited ' rationalised
tariff structure to enable local
producers to trade competitively
on the international markets.
Misheck Chinamasa, the
deputy finance minister, said the
rationalisation would address

anomalies and distortions inher- -

ent in the pregent tariff structure,
the Ziana news agency reported.

Advantages

The existing macroeconomic
environment made it difficult for
companies t¢ survive in the
short to medium term, he said.

That was true even where
they had comparative advan-

tages that allowed them a more .

open trading environment in the
lenger term.

“It has therefore become
imperative to take measures that
will provide a level playing field
with competing imports and
also avail a level of protection
which is adequate but not exces-
sive,” Chinamasa said.

R w“.‘l’ e }f‘\,!"

Zlmbabwe announces e * tanff %
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He'said that simplifying the
tariff structure would enhance
the efficiency of domestic com-
panies and promote trade.

Confusion arising from the
many tariff bands would also be
eliminated, he said.

“The new tariff regime
involves the categorisation of
goods according to layers and
interrelationships within the
industry,” he said.

Under the regime, to become
effective on July 1, the duty on
raw materials and merit goods
such as educational material,
medical items and equipment
for people with disabilities was
fixed at 5 percent. At present the
range for these items was from
zero to 40 percent. The duty on
capital goods was also fixed at
5 percent, compared with the
present range between zero and
56 percent.

Duty on partly processed
goods was pegged at 15 percent
comipared with the current range
of zero to 55 percent.

The duty for intermediate
goods and other consumables was
fixed at 30 percent. Duties for
finished goods, which attracted a

maximum  duty of Percent,
were fixed at 50 percent.

He said that lower rates of
duty would apply on compo-
nents for assembly in the elec-
tronic and motor vehicle sectors
under conditional entry.

Chinamasa said “tariffs high-
er than the maximum level”
would be applied to clothing
and textiles, batteries, luggage
and selected agricultural prod-
ucts because of the threat to
them from foreign suppliers.

Surtax at the present rate of
10 percent would be retained on
finished goods and consum-
ables,

Chinamasa said exemphons
from duty and tax posed a
tremendous administrative bur-
den. Exemptions were a hidden
subsidy that inhibited trans-
parency around the actual
expendijtures incuired.

As a result, he proposed that - -

exemptions on a variety of
goods be removed,

These were goods for govern-
ment use, goods for use by the
District Development Fund, cap-
ital goods, merit goods cleared

on a certificate issued by the .

feture

ndustry and commercé ministry
and goods imported for
approved projects.

He said most of the exemp-
tions would take effect on July 1
but exemptions.on goods for use
by the government and the fund
and capital goods entered into
consumption would . become
effective on or before Sep-tem—
ber 30.

However, exemptions for
goods imported under technical
aid ‘agreements, mining explo-
ration and goods for charitable
and religious organisations
would be retained.

He said passenger vehicles
entered into consumption by
religious or charitable erganisa--
tions on or before September 30
this year could be cleared under
the existing rebate; as long asthe
approval for the rebate Was
issued before July 1,

“It is my sincere hope' that
removal of the above” exenip-
tions will stimulate demand of
domestic goods, in line. with the
buy Zimbabwe campaign being
promoted by the Confederation
of Zimbabwe industries,” Chin-
amasa said.




New Zlmbabwe tanyf(:;sM hzlq ’L%t at SA trade

By ROBIN DREW

Harare — The first shots in what
some regard as an impending
trade war have been fired by
Zimbabwe, with moves to con-
trol the flow of South African
geods into the country, which
has damaged local industry.
New tariffs were announced
on Thursday which will have the
effect of protecting Zimbabwe's

clothing and textile, electronics,
battery and lnggage-ware indus-
tries and selected agriculiural
products.

Zimbabwe and other south-
ern African countries have ac-
cused SA of dumping goods by
subsidising exports and of
imposing punishing import tar-
iffs on goods such as textiles,

Loeal battery manufacturers
will now have a tariff protection

of about 70%.

@..(

362

by industrial-

Tariffs on raw material im- igts,

ports for local manufacture have
also been reduced,

Officials said the new tariff
regime would have a significant
positive impact on industry in
terms of job creation and in-
creased output,

It would stimulate demand
for domestic goods in line with

the “Buy Zimhabwe Campaign”

But Deputy Minister of
Finance Misheck Chinamasa
has dismissed the notion that
the new tariffs were directed at
SA, saying the issue of trade
with SA was being dealt with
separately.

“We are not at war with
South Africa,” he said, - Inde-
pendent Foreign Service
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dispose of land in any way, It bay compenitution, 5
was also likely to push the price If & Jandowner was able to
Whlte farmers in Zim- down and difficulties couid arise  establish one of the recognised
“Suffered a severe defeat in raising loans for farming, . grounds of lllegBJity Jrra.tlonahty
on Thursda.y when the Supreme However, the fu) benchofthe op procedural 1mpropr1ety he
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sitiofy declared unconstitutional:  did deprive farmers of the right productwe properties ‘desighat.
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by deslgnatmg afarm for acqui-  wej be trite that t designation had Farmers’ Union, Pete e
ilidh, a process which could the effeet of lowering the value of Sporran, gaid ke would’ age ’to
Iast 'for 0 years, the government  theip lands, but while this wasto  study the judgment before
tﬁolé’iaway the righis of owner- be regretted it did not amount to could comment, — Inde
slﬁp‘such as the rlght io sell or taking the Ia,nd and so having to Foreign Service 5: -
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- SOWETAN Monday July 1 17

Rellef

HE ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT over
the weekend announced the long-
awaited rationalised tariff structure
aimed at “levelling the playing
field” to enable local producers to trade
competitively on international markets.

Announcing the new tariffs, deputy
finance minister Misheck Chinamasa said
the rationalisation will address the anom-
alies, inconsistencies and distortions inher-
ent in the current tariff structure,

He said the existing macro-economic
environment made it difficult for compa-
nies to survive in the short to medium-term
even where they had comparative advan-
tages that allowed them in a more open

 trading environment in
the longer term.

: “It has therefore
become imperative to
take measures that will
provide a level playing
field with competing
imports and also avail a
level of protection
which is adequate but
not excessive,”
Chinamasa said.

He said simplifica-
tion of the tariff struc-
ture would enhance the
efficiency of domestic
companies and pro-
mote trade through the
I elimination of the
cofusion arising from

for

im trade

Slmpllf' (glo of the tariff structure will
enhance efficiency of domestic firms

the large number of tariff bands.

“The new tariff regime involves the cat-
egorisation of goods according to layers
and inter-relationships within the industry,”
he said.

Under the regime, to become effec-
tive on July 1 1996, the duty on raw
materials and merit goods such as educa-
tional, medical. and goods for the blind
and disabled was fixed at five percent,
narrowing the range from the current
range of between zero and 40 percent
while the duty on capital goods was also
fixed at five percent compared to the cur-
rent range of between zero and 56 per-
cent. .

Processed goods

Duty on partly processed goods was
pegged at 15 percent compared to the cur-
rent range of zero to 55 percent.

Intermediate goods and other consum-
ables had their duty fixed at 30 percent
while finished goodS .duties, which cur-
rently attracted maximum duty of up to 85
percent, were fixed at 50 percent.

Lower rates of duty, he said, would
apply on components for assembly in the
electronic and motor vehicle sectors under
conditional entry.

Chinamasa said tariffs higher than the
maximum level would be applied on cloth-

ing and textiles, batteries, luggage-ware
and selected agricultural products in view
of the threat to these products from foreign
suppliers.

Surtax at the current rate of 10 percent
would be retained on finished goods and
consumables.

He noted that exemptions from duty and
tax posed a tremendous administrative bur-
den on the customs administration and, fur-
thermore, exemptions are a hidden subsidy
which inhibits transparency on the actual
expenditures incurred.

“] therefore propose the removal of
the following exemptions: goods for gov-
ernment use, goods for use by the
District Development Fund, capital
goods, merit goods cleared on a certifi-
cate issued by the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce and goods imported for
approved projects.”

-He added that while most of the

exemptions became effective on July 1,”

goods for use by government, the DDF
and capital goods entered into consump-
tion would become effective on or before
September 30.

However, Chinamasa said exemptions
provided for goods imported under techni-
cal aid agreements, mining exploration and
goods for charitable and religious organisa-
tions would be retained. — Sapa-Ziana.
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Anglo American:executive

seeks’ieeting with Zimbabwean..

B

president over claims corporation Is stq‘lmg bl§ck aspirations
SAPA mairetail paperi, “I think this paints a picture of
Harare ! mportant thingis  conflict between business 4nd -
S OEEL . fo*look forwardvagainstithe e~ government, and when you are. .
- nglé¥Américari -Corpora:  view of whathashapperied ifithe -&rying to attract investors in your
tioriexecutive director and: - past,-and*bedétermiried to-do' . country, it is not a good thing, in

Oppenheimer says the thetoric of

depiity’ chairtian Nicky' *everything youTin o

- Zimbabwe's ' President Robert’

| Mugabe is- driving away foreign

investment. - ‘ .
. -Oppenheimer ' says “-Anglo
|- Americari has been in touch with
the Zimbabwe government to
arrange a meeting with Mugabe

following, the president's accusa- -

tions thiat the company was delib-
erately stifling black aspirations.

Mugabe said Anglo was keep-

_ing white executives in charge in

1" the company’s Zimbabwean con-
|. cerns to maintain a whites-only
" business empire.

+ “Is always easy to say you

7 s
Kl

2 Ve citi-
zens of the country in w%ch you
operate an opportunity within

. your organisatiof.”
.. Anglo is the largest private
company in Zimbabwe with vast
- assets in mining, agriculture and
manufacturing, as well as in Lon-
don-based Lontho.
" Mugabe-has: criticised Anglo
American twice'in the past two

. months. In May he said: “They

“haven't done enough, and no -
‘doubt in these circumstances--
when you look biack ... you would -
most probably find we haven't-

in aninterview in yesterday’s edi-

- tion of The Herald, the country’s

b .

want to continue the system of all-

white management, " ail-white
¢ control.” He said the-government

would “demand” that blacks be
gffvg; a share in_owrership, and
‘dthfeaténecf’”té"’fi?\a‘*‘,s' e way of
persuading them if the company
refused. . - .

" Oppenheimer said Mugabe’s
allegations were “of great concern

| doneenough,” Opperheimer said.  to s, and something we want to

get into a dialogue with the gov-
ernment about”.

-

TN

my view; fo have this sort of im-
pression given to new investors.”

Op‘penheimer said the num-
ber of black executives Anglo
employed was “not a debate that
should take place”. The corpora-
tion employed people regardless
of their race orskin colour. ' -

“What I think one (should)
want to ask is: Is Anglo in"Zim-.
babwe contributing to the devel- -
opment of the country in the way
that it should? And in that regard,
1 certainly believe it is.”

He added the corporation “has -
made very good strides in produe--
ing black managers”. Contact had
been made with Zimbabwe's gov-
ermnment, “and I hope. it will be
possible for me to meet members
of the government shortly"«

Mugabe stepped up his anti-
white rﬁetoric with the start of his
presidential election campaign
early this year.. S
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. round table dlscussmn w1th Mugab 1

- and other heads of state.. ;. .|

. ‘ i Thabo ‘Ntenteni said..thes snub allegedly

B Mbeki’s *office - :has,.poured: +'took; place at.. a—~\d1nner.5,hosted by -

¥ cold wate on - clalms sthat . Rawlings at the end,of .the onferenc ¢

Zimba wedn . -president - but did-not.. o T
bbed h1m at;a.. - He.said. Rawlmgs waIked away

from the table'to proposea toast from ;

the rostrum to the guests. . ‘

+55It was:- at., this- pomt.tl'_lgt‘ 0

~ Mbeki -and Mugabe. toasted -each:.

- other, adding that this may have. gone
unnoticed by the journalist,” he said.

He said that Rawlings resumed'hls

seat- and then toasted with: Mugabe
~.‘and Mbeki individually.- =~ = _

“It was therefore - incorrect.: ‘and...

2 »rmsleadmg to assume : that Mugabe

shubbed Mbeki at a dinner table with-

s s: -out.the.- privilege of. havingobserved

. their. interaction-.when.. :they. -were

_ together in. prwate” he stressed

Pres:dent Jerry Jo
the way forward
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' against whilfe ecofiomic pover in Zlmbalfwe includ-
ing fierce _gtacks on:Lorithoand-Anglo - Lp
sparkedt sharp reactmn yestend
Nlcky Oppt

business ani ;government and when you: are trymg fo.
attract investors i your country; 1t isTota’ good idea’ <
| inmy view;” Oppenheimer said. - : '

In, the past month, Mugabe has accused D1eter
; wthe Nief executive i hav

k3

essed up, thmgs for us” by disposing of keya
in Zimbabwe and’ frustrating’ attempts o “appo
blacks to key positions in the company. , - | ‘
He also. attacked Anglo . Alrll;aencan for, wantm 1
hite

ﬂall_

mdependence and black majonty rule
. syr,IT TESpONSE, Oppenhe1mer sa1d
.Anglo have senio “blacl. people;o

“tainly does. Does if have senior bIack Z

planmng to re]ilace Roy Lander it
Ztmbabwe, with another w}ute w




Anglo chiefsplana

meeting

Michael Hartnack

HARARE — Anglo American chairman Ju-
lian Cgilvie Thompson and executive direc-
tor Nicky Oﬂpe eimer planned to meet
President Robert Mugabe to defuse the con-
frontation over the corporation’s pace in
giving top jobs to blacks in Zimbabwe.

Oppenheimer told The Herald in an in-
terview published yesterday Mugabe’s pub-
lic onslaught against Anglo over the past
two months painted a picture of conflict be-
tween business and government.

“ft is not a good idea in my view to have
this sort of impression given to potential
new investors. I am pleased to say that con-
tacts have been made and I hope that it will
be possible for me to meet members of the
government shortly.” '

He denied claims Anglo had no senior
blacks on its board or rufining its opera-
tions, but acknowledged that “when you
look back you would probably find we
haven’t done enough”.

In a separate interview with the Zimbab-
we Independent, Ogilvie Thompson said he
would be happy to sit down with Mugabe,
but declined to comment further.

Business sources here say Mugabe may
use his stringent immigration controls to
stymie Phillip Boum, Anglo’s desired re-
placement for retiring Zimbabwean chief
executive Roy Lander.

with

e

Anglo was reportedly considering an act
of defiance against Mugabe’s political inter-
ference — having Boum run its Zimbabwe-
an operations from Johannesburg.

Sources say the mines ministry had or-
dered Anglo to “reinstate” former board
member Elias Ngugama who last year re-
signed to found a private airline and chair
the state-owned Astra Corporation. But
Ngugama, an outspoken critic of Mugabe’s
economic policies during his chairmanship

. of Zimbabwe's Chamber of Mires, report-

edly did not want Lander’lif'ob.

‘White Zimbabwean Bill Smart had been
groomed to succeed Lander, but was
snapped up by the platinum and chrome
mining company Zimasco when Anglo
favoured Boum, its specialist in Zimbabwe-
an minerals for many years. ,

Ogilvie Thomson said a black advance-
ment programme was under way. “We have
invested heavily in education and training.”

Anglo “would. goon initiate a meeting
with Zimbabwean government officials to
try and iron out any differences — Zimbab-
we is important to us as attested by the
more than Z$4bn we are investing in that
country over the next four yeara.”

Mugabe alleged both in Harare and Lon-
don: “Here, they (Anglo) want to continue
the syatem of all-white management, all-
white control and all-white ownership. In
South Africa they are doing the opposite.”

Thousands fired at

Bonile Ngqgiyaza

AMPLATS said yesterday it had dismissed
13 261, or “just less than 50%” of its work-
force at its Rustenburg Platinum Mines
(RPM) operation -— 5 577 at the Union sec-
tion and 7 684 employees at Amandelbult.

The dismissals followed an ultimatum to
return to work issued in terms of a Supreme
Court interdict late 1ast week, “The workers
have ignored both the interdict and the ul-
timatum,” Amplats said.

Amplats manaiement and the National
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) held a meet-
ing last night at the request of the union
which was concerned about the position of
their members, Amplats spokesman Johan
Adler said. About: 30% of the miners at the
‘Union section were NUM members, while
the figure was “cloze to 40%” at the Rusten-
burg section, Adler said.

The company, which is the world’s
biggest platinum. produ$r, said revenue

202 ?—}992 = g
losses hadl increased to more than R13,5ma
day as aresult of the strike.

Adler said the jllegal strike action had
s¥read to all shafts at RPM and that 100%
of underground output was affected.

The smelter and refineries at the mine
were continuing to operate on stockpiled
material but all underground production
had been affected.

Employees on strike at the mine’s
Rustenburg section had been issued with a
gimilar ultimatum and would also be dis-
missed if they did not return to work in
terms of final ultimatums issued. Workers
are in dispute with management over pay-
outs of company benefits and bonuses.

Rustenburg Platinum Mines’ production

of refined platinum in the year ended June
30 1995 was 1,43-million ounces.
O Reuter reports that Gold Fields’ Northam
Platinum Ltd said about 180 workers in-
volved in an illegal work stoppage last week
had returned to work,
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HARARE ‘hassive programme of leglslﬁth S
ed;ﬁmdx' enigation”, favouring: black Zimbah.. N R
| weanswas yesterday outlined by Presiderit
.| Bobert Mugabe when he opened thé:new. p:
] hamentarysessmnhere. i’ :;
- Igmoring continuing demands for financialift
\diSCIPhne.-’ from' rganisations:suchas. the
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Law society believes in

Susan Russell

THE Transvaal Law Society,
when it appointed an independent
commission to investigate unsub-
stantiated public complaints
about misconduct by attorneys,
said it believed the move wouald
substantiate the confidence it had
in the integrity of the majority of
its members,

The relatively fow complaints
received by the one-man commia-
sion, conducted by retired magis-
trate Willem Krugel, indicated
that the society’s faith in its mem-
bers as a whole was not mis laced.

.. However, the fact that mn._._ N
who released his report last week,
was presented with evidence that
an increaging number of attorneys
were involved in the relatively
new phenomenon of money laun-
dering .and frand, does support
mw..rmnu calls for more transparent

isciplinary procedures by the
various law societies,

While the society remains con-
vinced that most of its members
are honest, it has repeatedly em-
phasised its commitment to creat-
ing greater transparency in the
way 1t exercises its regulatory and

most members’ integrit

| @) ep =|=2]ql
&m&umus?b&onm.mamcwaw 80 notice to attend if they

it has to balance the interests of
its members and those of the pub-
lic, which perceives it ag being too
protective of members.

The commission received about
110 complaints and allegations,
Less than haif were against spe-
cific practitioners, but did include
14 complaints of unethical or dis.
honest handling of third-party
claims by individual attorneys,

and allegations of involvement in
money laundering againgt five
others

Em.po:mw Krugel formally
handed his report to the society
last week, he and the society
stressed that the names of none of

- the attorneys implicated would be

made public at this stage,

There are a number of reasons
for this. Firstly, Krugel’s commis-
sion was not a wﬁwmo one and had
no power of subpoena so that at-
torneys implicated could not he
called to testify,

Secondly, Krugel made the
point in his report that the inquiry
drew an un ectedly large re-
sponse m.oEmﬂﬂo public, which
meant there was insufficient time
to give attorneys implicated by ev-

wished to.

Among those who did give ev-
idence, or provided documentary
mn.eom under oath behind closed

0018, were representatives from
various financial institutions who
submitted information about inci-
dents of money laundering.

Krugel said he was informed by
concerned financial institutions
that the instances in which attor-
neys trust accounts were being
used to launder money were on
theincrease.

Vast sums of money were in-
volved, Krugel said,

Handing over his Hmmﬁ._.. to go-
ciety president Esme du Plessis
last week, Krugel said it would
have been preferahle if a public
commisgion with greater powers
had beer appointed although he
believed ‘his commission would
benefit the profession and public,

Du Plessis said the society’s
disciplinary bodies had already
started investigations into the ey-
idence received from Krugel. It
was now policy to publish the
names of members found guilty
and struck off the roll, or found
guilty of disgraceful conduct,

Zimbabwe’s

| textile woes
R

— er
2 000 Zimbabwean
clothing workers yester-
day faced redundancy,
just aa SA Textile Feder-
ation president Mike
Hankigon said it was
ready to agree to a 50%
tariff reduction and drop
the demand for 75% Zim-
babwean content.

. Sources in Harare
said the textile indus-
try’s problems were not
only due to loss of SA
markets bui from inter-
est rates of up to 40%
caused by chronic gov-
ernment monopolisation
of the money market,
and protracted problems
with lint production.

Industry and Com-
merce Minister Nathan
Shamuyarira appealed
to managements to stave
off closures umtil conclu-
sion of the latest round of
talks with SA officials,
business and trade un-
ion leaders, begun with
Alec Erwin in Victoria
Falls lagt month.

Hankison said that
further meetings were
scheduled for Cape Town
later this month.

———— . —
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Iden Wetherell in.Harare ;.(,' .
\ ROPERTY owners in Hargre's
P upmarket Borrowdale sub- -
;- urb whosé¢Homes overlook an
74 estate used by President
Robert Mugabe as a weekend.
retreat have been told to sell their
properties to-the government for
- “sécurity reasons”, But they say _
they are only being offered half the-
market value, ’
‘ThHe 12-hectare estate, including
an imposing homestead, i$ owned
by the ruling Zanu-PF party’s shad-
owy investment company M&S Syn-
dicate which bought it in 1987 asa

weekend retreat and-retirément

home for the president and his late.
wife, Sally. The previous owner who
made his fortune from commodity
broking in Zimbabwe lives in Cape
Towmn. :

-The-five neighbouring property
owners sald they were first
approached last year by the senior

government valuator,

Sunil Fernando, who, said: , -come; up:with'th,
he Wwas acting for the Min- ‘Wh'?" We - leaving thé owng
istty of Defence. ~ “ " gubiitted the - predicament. -

Informed they, didn’t
want to sell, Fernando
cited-security considera-
tions: “You are not listen-
ing. The Ministry of =
Defence wishes to acquire -
your property,” he told them, sug-
gesting they obtain independent val-
uations of their properties.

“When we submitted the indepen-
dent valuation he went ballistic,” -
said one of the owners, Rick Pass-
aportis. “He claimed the valuation
was worthless and out'of all-propor- -
Hori to'the value of the property.” | :

Passaportis said a reputable local’
estate’agent hadvalued his property
at Z$6-million [about R3-million).
His 10ha propetty contains a four-
bedroom‘main'house,'three-be,d-
room cottage, dam,; stables, tennis «
court and swimming pool. The gov--
ernment has offered Passaportis

© Z$3-million. T

The total valiie of the properties
the govérnment seeks to acquire is--
Z$20-million. This is twice the figure -
the government allocated to its rural -
resettlement-prog!'ani:ne-% hi

e-cur-
S o e o

- redistribution: the centrépiece of his

* “I understand that governments

‘land: Bit'

. that he had invested enormous cap-

-independent - | “The ; hous,
valuation he ' Plighted,” say,
went ballisti¢’ -

- approdch roads to his main Harare

7

ni
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gabe made Lind |

re-election campaign in April. But -
‘crities have satd the programmé'has
Seen prime land distributed. to
Mugabe’s cronies ratheér than to
‘peasants crowded in former rira]
reserves. o

everywhere have the right to acquire
in view of the: fact that in -
our case this is not for resettlement,
government should pay the market
Drice,” PasSaportis said; pointing out™

ital and en
ert.V' - B I A
" ‘His lawyers argue the coritrover-
sial Land Acquisition Act..anthoris-
Ing the government to aequire land,
doés riot: cover cases suich as;;ft,hi:s.
where no health, Public safety or
_defence interest is nvolved 5
So far, two of the owners have
accepted the government's offer to
Purchase their propérties. But the
ey - SOVETTIMENE b

ergy building up his prop-

Hartnack; one of those
who have agreed t¢'sell,
o Nobody will:buy-them
knowing the governiment
has expréssed an intérest: 'And ‘we
can't make the government- pay
because a successful suit in the
courts could not be enforced,” .
~Mugabe is known to be obsessive
about his security, sealing off the

lly armed motorcades. .7 -
.He .owns. other. properties ir
Zvimba, north of Harare, and in"
Nyanga, in the Edstern Highlands: In
both locations people have been dis-
placed; mostly peasant farmers.
- Asked why'the governmieht Had
not made good its'dffer o bisy those
properties offered to it, Fernando told
the Ml & Guardian: “I don't kivow
You should talk to thé rélevant |
authorities.” = =l e
No response couldbe ob
however, from the’ Ministfy ot
Défen'ce_, T .E TR :\_7 . x
TRV E RS e ey e
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yospects of a Iarge church
songress in Zimbabwe has
given impetus to the gay
rights movement, writes
Ilden Wetherell in Harare

IMBABWE's embatiled gay
community, the target of an
abusive campaign last year
by President Robert Mugabe
and Zimbabwean church
leaders, is bracing for another con-
frontation with the same opponents.

A proposal by international Protes-
tant umbrella body, the World Coun-
cil of Churches (WCC}, to hold its
1298 assembly in Zimbabwe has led
to early skirmishing in which the
president of the Zimbabwe Council of
Churches [(ZCC), Anglican Bishop of
Harare Jonathan Sivachitema, has
repeated anti-gay remarks made last
yvear when he supported Mugabe’s
view that gays and lesbians had “no
rights whatsoever”.

This time, however. the country’'s
small gay advocacy organisation.
Galz (Gays and Lesbians of Zim-
babwe}, believes it has considerable
leverage. The WCC is insisting on dia-
logue over the gay rights issue ahead
of the assembly and wants gay dele-
gates to be able to hold demonstra-
tions on the University of Zimbabwe
campus where the meeting will be
held. Over 3 500 delegates and 200
journalists are expected to attend.

The ZCC has moved quietly behind
the scenes to assure the WCC its del-
egates will not be harassed or barred
from entering the country.

Siyachitema, however, continues
to adopt a combative posture saying
that while gay rights will be on the
WCC agenda, “homosexuality is a sin
and ihere can be no compromise on
that”. He said he was grateful the
government had taken a strong
stance against homosexuality in
accordance with church principles.

“The gathering at the University of
Zimbabwe will be open for discussion
on the topic but if people want to
masquerade as homosexuals from
the university we declare that the law
must take its course,” Siyachitema
warned in remarks clearly directed at
Galz.

Imbabwe’s gays brace 1or

Ol
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Popularity under pressure: Pictured at a campaign rally earlier this year, Zimbabwe’s President Flobert

fervent anti-gay stance

However, other church spokesmen
said the bishop had gone too far, and
accused him of “political appease-
ment”. Sivachitema's remarks were
"most unfortunate and compromised
the pastoral responsibilities of the
church”, said Jonah Gokova, co-ordi-
nator of Ecumenical Support Ser-
vices, a church-related non-govern-
mental organisation helping to pre-
pare for the WCC assemblv.

David Hatendi, the former Angli-

can bishop of Harare, last week"

called for the government and ZCC to
set up a commission of inquiry into
homosexuality ahead of the 1998
meeting.

Representatives of Galz met a
church group last week to determine
a basis for dialogue. Galz’s organisa-
tional capacity has been boosted by
the donation of Z$600 000 (nearly

R300 000) from Dutch:
agency Hivos with more to ¢
year, a move that is bound
ate Mugabe. g
"Ga]z can play au E_llllll!ll
building a plural and.:
society,” said Hivos diI-:
Vossen. e
Mugabe's anti-gay ca
year ran into strong opiw.
foreign governments =




By ROBIN DREW
INDEPENDENT FOREIGN SERVICE
Harare - The headlines tell the
story: “Clothing, textile industry
collapse imminent™; “Two thor.
sand lose jobs”; “Workers appeal
for chanee to run company”,
They all appeared in recent
weeks in Zimbabwe, where the
embattled industry hag suffered
a further hlow with the closure of
another large clothing company.
The government has

companies to avoid rushing into

liguidation asg hegotiations with
South Afriea on a revamped
trade agreement continite and a
new tariff structure ig being put
in place, -

The Zimbabwe Clothing
Council has appealed to the gov-
ernment and the private sector
to po into parinership to save
the collapse of the industry,

- The - most dramatic blow
came last year when Cone Tex-
tiles, one of the largest plants in
Africa, closed g doors, throw-
ing 6 000 people out, of work. But
the warnings go back g humber
of years. Two years ago it was
the same story: “Clothing, textjle
industry jobs in the balance™,

So what went wrong? South

Africa drastically raised import

e te 'lﬁ%indust "

duties on tex>

ermment's ex-
port subsidy, jn- .
creased cotton lint prices, the
high cost of borrowing money
(more than 30%), inflation gt
about 25% and an inflow of see-
ond-hand clothes.

» 'The liberalisation of the eeo-
nomy under the economic strue-
tural adjustment programme,
coupled with SA's return to the
world, led to a massive inflow of
South African goods, . 0

It was the textile indusiry
and the batiery manufacturing

were facing collapse

T

“sector that
tiles to protect cried for help,
its domestic Zimbabwe
indusiry from been irying
cheaper Asian for four years
imports.  Zim- to get South
babwe was not Afriea to up-
exempted, gl- date the trade
though iis own agreement firgt
€xports to South negotiated in
Africa, while sig- 1964,
nificant for Zim- The ee-
babwe, repre- ment is hope-
sented a negligi- lessly out of
ble threat to SA. date and in

Zimbabwean 1993,  before
manufacturers the new South
had alse been . 2 Africa was
ths romovel of APPEALED FOR ACTION:; wos
their own gov- . Robert MugabeSaid industries dustry and

minister flew
to Cape Town for talks with hig
counterpart Derelg Keys.

-Despite many meetings be-
tween officials, no reg] Progress
was made until a top-level meet-
ing was held at Victorig Fallg
last month between delegations
headed by SA's Alee Erwin and
Zimbabwe's Nathan Shamu-
yarira.

Before that, President Robert
Mugabe had appealed for action,
saying Zimbabwe's Patience

i

Commerce-

Was running out and its indys-

ies were facing collapse,

Committees were appoinied
to go into specific areas and
another top-level meeting was
planned for July 16, However,
the semi-officjal press in Zim-
babwe hinted that more delaying

ics were being employed by
South Afries and by this siage
talk had surfaced of q trade war.
Ministers denied it, but ...

Then, gt the beginning of thig
month, Zimbabwe unilaterally
introduced a new tarif; structure
designed to protect loeal indus-
iry by lowering tarifis on compo-

nents and raising them on fin- "

ished goods.
Within g week, however, the
government was foreed to sus-

P

pend thga implementation of the .

‘new tariffs, saying it had deejd-

ed fo discuss the new measiires
with its Southern African Devel-
opment Community partners
(ineluding South Alrica) who
were in the process of formulat-

Ing a new trade protocol,

Finance Minigter Herbert

Murerwa denied there had been
bressure from other eountries,
but quite why Zimbabwe had
decided to go aheaq with new

L T L IR P T I ERRS

e

8 without consultation re-.
mains something of a mystery.




re N : mans ?gh 5 activist ‘
eleomed the ‘oreg tlon of a ,mdependent ca.ndlda.te
i i 1ons; as‘long as 'thel‘




Zlmbabwe s1ck‘and 'tlred’

HARARE Zlmbabwe had excel-
lent diplomatic relations with
South Africa, the semi-official
Herald newspaper said, quoting
Foreign Affairs officials who
accused South African newspa-
pers of making “venomous
attacks” on President Robert
Mugabe and his government.
Asked for comment on a report
in the Johannesburg Star that
President Mugabe had snubbed

South Africa's deputy president

Thabo Mbeki at a dinner i in Aecra,

- the officials said the government

was sick and tired of South
African media attacks and had
decided to keep quiet.

“Fhere are better ways of pro-
moting ourselves than fighting
the South African media,” said
an unnamed senior official.

Earlier attempts by a foreign
correspondent to seek official
comment here met with no
response.

According to the Herald, Mr
Mbeki’s office had issued a state-

\_ é'

-about it exeept once in a while

?:ba)

cra report

“All we care about is that
Thabo knows the truth,” said one ]
official.

The Herald said officials
claimed that most of the report
originated in Zimbabwe. “Virtu-
ally all the adverse reports are
written by white correspondents.
We have decided to keep quiet

when we really feel they have
crossed the bourids of hate,” the
paper reported. '
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A new group promoting human rights and constitutiorial reform has been la

T!

Qcmvém

ched in Zimbabwe, but some fear it could just

be a new political party in the making and that the government will thus seek to crush . PEDZISAI RUHANYA of :
International Press Service reports from Harare.

UMAN rights activists in Zim-

habwe have welcomed the cre-
tion of a new pro-democracy organ-
sation, but some fear it could have
. short life if it turns out to be a
olitical party in disguise.

Launched in Harare recently, the
oundation for Demoecracy in Zim-
abwe (FDZ) aims to promote
emocracy in a country that is
iewed by some government erit-
:s as a de facto one-party state.

Its activities will include work-
hops to educate the youth on good
overnance, democracy and their
2le in social progress.

The FDZ wiil also support serious
wdependent candidates in national
lections as long as their agendas
nd policies are in line with its
spirations, the foundation’s draft
>nstitution says.

Eventually, the FDZ intends to:

reate an institute for demoeracy
nd research.

“As an organisation we would he
appy to do research work to help
embers of parliament identify
ajor issues in rural areas so that
iey can be debated in parliament,”
1ys political scientist John
akumbe, a founder member of the
DZ. ’

The group also aims to proinote
gal reforms that would enhance
xmocracy which, eritics say, is lim-
ed by constitutional provisions
at benefit the ruling Zimbabwe
frican National Union-Patriotic
sont (ZANU-PF).

These include a provision allow-
g-the president to appoint 30 of the
irliament’s 150 legislators, which
akes it diffieult for any opposi-
m party.to obtain a majority since
wliamentary elections are held
e Jential et s

i+ ¥ince its leading mémbers arefoit- *
spoken critics of President Robert ™ -

Another bone of contention is an
act that limits state funding to par-
ties which have at least 15 seats in
parliament. :

So far, only ZANU-PF qualifies.

Against this background, human
rights organisations here say they
welcome the new group.

“Anything that leads to democra-
cy is welcome to us. Their efforts
must be complemented by others to
bring about constitutional reforms
in the country,” says Mike Auret,
executive director of the Catholic
Commission for Justice and Peace in
Zimbabwe (CCJP).

However, such sentiments are
fainted by the fear that the FDZ -
‘may founder either because it is a

.covert opposition political party in
: Em making,
ment may interpret it as such -

or because the govern-

L 1

-Mugabe’s administration - and -

- erush it.

“I fully support such an initia-
tive but 1 am not looking forward to
a politieal party,” says David
Chimhini, director of Zimrights,
another human rights watchdog,

“This has killed people of big
minds in the country. This is not
‘what the country wants now.” .

His fear seem hased on the fate of

.an earliei“body, the Open Forum,

which started off promoting plurai-
ism, but became the opposition
Forum Party of Zimbabwe (FPZ)
led by former Chief Justice Enoch
Dumbutshena.

While the Open Forum generated
some interest, its successor has per-
formed dismally at elections.

Makumbe has sought to dispel
any fears that his group might suffer
- "ur fate.

“We regret the path taken by
Open Forum, Qurs is a platform to
publiely discuss national issues col-
lectively without fragmentation,”
said the political scientist.

“They have already accused us of
having politieal ambitions but ours
is purely a civic organisation and we
will not be intimidated.

“We are not violating the law, so |
do not see any reason why the gov-
ernment should get worried,” added
Makumbe, who is one of three mem-
bers of the FDZ's board of direetors.

Also on the board is Margaret
Dongo, who became the only inde-
pendent legislator in the parlia-
ment after being expelled from
ZANU-PF, which has ruled this
country for 16 years and occupies all
but three seats in the legislature.

. _The FDZ's third director is Chris
<Mushonga, a medigal doctbr.- * -
" Rights activists also fear that,
even if the new organisation does
not eventually bedome an opposi-
tion party, its efforts to reach grass-
. roots people could lead to a head-on
clash with the ruling ZANU-PF.
. “Anybody who talks about grass-
" roots empowerment is an enemy of
the government;” noted Chimhini.
“If the ruling ZANU-PF party allows
this, it means the beginning of true
. democracy in Zimbabwe.”
-Simjlarly, Auret believes that “if
- these people gain support they are
going to be branded as enemies of
the state. They are also going to be
accused of forming a political
UN%-:

“The, constitution does not safe-
guard human rights,” he adds,
“Unless we have a constitution writ-
ten by Zimbabweans for Zimbab-

weans, democracy will be a mere
dream.” - Sa»a-IPS ,

i
‘President Robert Mugabe - the

. u..mmmaoo:m»:::o:_um:mmnm
his jartr and weakens the o »0sition. .
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_HARARE - Captaing of ZimbBabwean industry and’

|. commerce urge the government yeaterda,y to £on-, .
| sult them to cotrect anomalies in ni ’unp iy T

wluchweresuspendedon Sunday s :
. The Confederation of Zimbabwe Tndistries.

and-|
“|| the Zimbabwe National Chainber of Commerce said
‘I the: govemment.’s go-it-alone style had: Tepulted in a
| bungled ne¥ tariff structure:which Was susp ded:
|| after being in force for only yeel
|-+ Industries confederation ,CE Joe Foroma,
“We are asking for an early. meeting with the, gove
ernment 80 e can iron-ou this probl em qmckly and '
the economy canmoye ahe N
‘ "He said’althongh’ govemm ‘
| dustry in the initial stages it had faﬂed
.them for input on the proposed rate ¥ '
‘ “John Rdbert;son, who heéads a’ “private:
1 consultanc& aid: " “The’ government .appeared to |-
,have gone mto the exercise along without, referrmg to |
anybody ..:and all that added up to complete mesg. |,
‘ thﬁhadtobeﬁxed” I

8 )8
T of mdustnes,
mment for new‘ duties

[ of ‘commerce;’ Whlch repreaents x‘nostly
| ‘said: “Why shoulda productbemg;m ed, wh
i: ar oné is-made Jocdlly," atf.ra a qu
an'50%7? Who are wé protectin o
AnSAtrade and industry ﬂicl
'w : mvolvedmthe suapenpl'o er
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ZIMTV STATION ASKS TABOO QUESTION. |

N

Rresident Robert Mugabe's shoes when he leaves public
life, but now the state-controlled TV station has raised the
qyestion,—— and some think Mugabe himself is behind it.

P IMBABWES tightly con-
. Z trolled state television this
Fedweek asked, for the first time,
a question it has strenuously avoid-
ed over the years — who will suc-
ceed President Robert Mugabe?
.. It interviewed Father Fidelis
Mukonori, a Catholic priest from
m’lugabe"s rural home district and
c(pnsidergd by some to be very
closeto the president, who said it
Was now time to focus on the issue,
- Some, political analysts see in
the broadcast by Zimbabwe Televi-
sion (ZTV) the most pointed public
h‘lflllf from Mugabe himself that he
i$ preparing to Jeave office.
.4 MrJohin Makumbe, a political
sclence lecturer at the University of
Zimbabwe, .said he suspected

[N

Mugabe, 72, would try to keep the
debate alive, but under control in
the official media, to offload pres-
sure from foreign and local critics
who accuse him of stretching his
tule too long and of letting the suc-
cesslon question drift, .
Mugabe, re-elected to another
Six-year term in March, has previ-
ously refused to discuss the subject,
saying that when the time comes
for 111-%%(0 80, his ruling Zanu-PF
party will choose a new leader,
Some pecple believe he will not

. stay out his new term and will

choose to retire with dignity. But
he wants to infiuence the succes-
sion process.

“I think his caiculation is that a
focus on this issue will relieve the

ugabe

HARARE: For 16 years no one has dared ask who will fi

L UEEEY
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current pressiire and probably help
highlight what he sees as his own
strong points,” Makumbe said,
Mugabe is accused by many of
mismanaging the econorny, which
has grown at an average two pér-
cent annually against a population
growth rate of about three percent
a’year since 1980, But he is also
credited with setting Zimbabwe on
astable social and political path.
Possible successors are Industry
and Commerce Minister Mr Nathan

- Shamuyarira, 66, Local Govern-

ment Minister Mr John Nkomo, 62,
Minister Without Portfolic Mr Eddi-
son Zvobgo, 60, State Security Min-
ister Mr Sydney Sekeramayi, 52, Jus-
tice Minister Mr Emmierson Mnan-
gagwa, 50, and Lands Minister Mr

'Kumbirai Kangai, 58.

Mugabe’s two depitties — veter-
an nationalist Mr Joshua Nkomo,
78, and Mr Simon Muzenda, 74 —
are widely expected to retire before
Mugabe, — Reuter

1
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HARARE — Militant exponent of
black Zimbabwean economic em-
powerment Rodger Boka has
made a breakthrough with white
farmers after a blunt exchange of
views earlier this month, tobacco
industry sources said last week.

A member of the farmers’
association at Wedza, 100km
south east of Harare, yesterda
confirmed that on July 4 Boka ad-
dressed 90 whites at what was ini-
tially a tense confrontation.

Boka denied that he was seek-
ing special concessions from Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe’s govern-
ment to force the 1 400 large-seale
tobacco growers, mostly whites, to
sell their R3bn tobacco crop
through his new multi-million
rand trading floors.

He sazid his commission ‘rates
would undercut existing floors
and persuade growers to sell
through him,

After the meeting Boka and his
party of four bla drank and
Joked with the white farmers
whom he previously accused of
sabotaging Zimbabwe’s economy.

“His parting words were ‘1
think it was a very constructive
meeting, I eni‘;)yed it’,” said a
white farmer who was present.

Boka did not apologise for his
stinging attacks on Zimbabwe’s
remaining 70 000 whites but sug-
Eisted that the time for high-pro-

erhetoric was past.

Boka felt there was still room
for whites in the tobacco industry.

“We have achieved enormous
success in that we have opened the
doors,” said & leading member of

Black businessman wins
te tobacco farmers
| Bt/

ie industry, who asked not to be
named

Tobacco is the country’s prime
source of foreign exchange.

The meeting was held behind
closed doors in view of Boka’s no-
torious touchiness. :

“It took an awful lot of ground
work to get him to come,” said a
farmer who attended.

Some fear Boka was tailori
his words for his audience and wi
resume hig demands for affirma-
tive action,

Under his chairmanship the
tobacco marketing board has de-
nied licences to white would-be
buyers. Farmers blame Boka for a
new 10% levy imposed by the gov-
ernment on the price of every bale
of tobacco sold.

Boka was not available for
cornment.
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EPNH - Some Zimbabwean com-

. panies lost thousands of dollars after

7 they were foreed to pay - mm&ﬁoﬁmw
<. money to noﬁummmm_ﬂm for differences
in duty following the Eﬁomanﬁon of
.new ‘tariffs;which were only ﬁmmm for
less than & émmw

A mUQWmmEmu for-the Nﬂavmcém
Nationil Chamber of ocEEmEm told
Nﬂmum news agency the suspension of
"the tariff regime had caused confusion

I had. m:ﬂmmam budgeted import costs
w using thé new fariffs.
OoEE::mm were in some cases
% being foreed to pay tariff différences of

“more than ZD
goods which were i transit, whose tar-

_in industry and commerce, as some. .

242 )

ooo

ARG )5

me 000) for

iffs had suddenly gone up. .

The ZNCC criticised the decision to
implement the suspension of the tariffs
on July 7, a Sunday, rather than on

July 4; the: day the decision was

mEEEEma vwm_Emsam 35_22. H.Hmu-
bert Murerwa. :

" “However, it comes as. a welcome. :

relief that new tapiff structure was

eventually suspended. We do S&ncEm.
consultation and dialogue betweén

industry, commerce and government.
“We hope that they come to an

mmdmm_.:mi on how their oosmnﬁdm :

Q@: 8: am amS @E&S@ o&%@ com

- eonference,

5)7 )9

_“mzm. structure can be putin Emom not,

" only as fiscal revenue generating voo_.

but as an economic, developmental

‘mechanism as Zimbabwe embarks on-

the second phase of ec onomic
H.mmoH.Em * he-said.

" The" NHEwmvém mo<mu:§m=~
week shocked the private sector ..SE
a surprise announcement that it was
-suspending: ~until further notice mew

“\tariffs which had been mmmmnma to

¢ replace another tariff regime, which
was said to be killing industry.

" In a brief statément read at a vwmmm

Mr Murerwa said the

HB@_mEmuSﬁoz of the tariffs had wmmn

ﬁ@mwmm on. $m SE:% xo&

mﬁmbmzmmg i:& mm.mn_“ from J E% 7
until further. notice.
Among other reasons mzmu W mémﬁ

Zimbabwe wanted to consult other

members in the Southern Affrican
qumﬂouama OOBE:EQ. the eco-

e =

. iomic:groliping of 12 epuntries mmwwEm :

“to rationalise _pmﬁm,m msn docm.n 3@5&.
al trade.
The suspension of the, tariffs came

mn:m a chorus of criticisms by manu-
mmoEﬂmum ﬁ:me instead ‘of providing -

H“m:mm.ﬁo,, importers of raw materials,
.the new ﬁ.&um. wﬁ.:oﬁﬁ.m would héve

with an_mvwmmm job losses. - Sapa.

cansed the closuré of many companies

A -
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Harare — Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe's government
plans to settle a 14-year-old High
Court award of torture damages,
which it previously defied, Judge
Wilson Sandura was told yester-
day.
Wallace Stuttaford (77), parlia-
mentary chief whip for lan

Rhodesiar, front, in 1981, was de-
tained without trial the year after
Zimbabwe became independent
and was tortured by members of
Mugabe's Central Intelligence Or-
ganisation (CIO) during a three-
month ordeal. :
| Although an elderly man in
l;fmr health, he was subjected to
ours of kicking and punching,
forced to perform exercises until
he collapsed, and had his hands,

Smith’s oppgsition party, the’

ST T T e e R L A S T ¥

1%‘4"“years later, Mugabe to

3 /
.Stuird case reflects a new con-

arms and ankles crushed in what
Judge Charles Waddington said
‘was the worst proven account of
torture in the country’s legal his-
fory.

Records obtained from the se-
cret 1982 hearing relate how
Stuttaford screamed with pain
and begged for mercy. He was de-
nied access to lawyers or family.

His alleged crime was to hold
parliamentary talks with mem-
bers of Joshua Nkomo's Zimbab-
we African People’s Union {(Zapu),
in 1981 also in opposition, on the
formation of a lobby alliance
against Mugabe’s Zanu (PF).

More than 8000 Zapu sup-
porters were murdered in unrest

* in Matabeleland province. Human

rights Jawyers are still striving fo
expose details, and hope the

T T

bty

7
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~t

ciliatory policy by Mugabe.

In 1982 Waddington awarded
Stugtaford alocal record in torture
damages, equivalent to about
175420 000 (about R86 000} at con-
temporary exchange rates, but
Mugabe declared.he would ig-
nore the award as “a waste of the
nation’s money”.

Lawyers for Stuttaford, who
has been living in South Africa
since shortly after his release, re-
cently began makin% attempts {0
attach property of the three CIO
agents who tortured him, having
failed to get court orders against
former CIO head Emmerson
Mnangagwa, who is now minis-
ter of justice.

Papers put before Judge San-
dura yesterday said the State had

l#l%l :

called for figures to calculate the
total of costs and interest owed to
Stuttaford, believed to equal some
US$6 500 (about R28 000) now be-
cause of the collapse in value of
the Zimbabwean dollar. -
In 1981 Mugabe's ruling Zanu
(PF) held 57 parliamentary seats,
Nkomo's Zapu held 20, Bishop .
Abel Muzorewa's United African -
National Council held three, and -
Smith’s RF held 20. The white-
supremacy RF ruled Rhodesia

. from 1962 t0.1979.

Stuttaford quit parliament
after his 1982 release but has
never fully recovered from his in-
juries.

Since Nkomo's 1987 unity pact
with, Mugabe; Zimbabe- has
been a de facto one-party.state. -
-Sapa-DPA. e
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. Zhanda said further delays in’pri-

-vatising the company might jeopardise .

its future as Gompetitiohiin. the cott
industry increased with the opening u
of the market under.economic reforz;
startedin 1991, = - .

¢ “We -are Now gearec
tion, This isthe right,
mient to get. the benafits’out.of pri
tisation. I think the sooner governmen
decides(¥6 do that) thebetter it will
for the company as well,” he said;
Monday . night, in .Gokwe, in nor

western Zimbabwe. where 70%. of.the
country’s cotbon cropis grown: . ol
President Robert Mugabe said ear- - toh

lier this year that his government

; would soon move speedily with its-

planned privatisation programme.
Zhanda said Cottco — one of 2 cou-
ple of state firms which have been com-
mercialised with the government's
loosening of marketing controls on the
country’s key cash crops — had taken
some measures to gird itself for com-
petition. These included; employment

someone élse will,” Nguni gaid. " * . - -

The measures seem to hdve paid off
as Cottco has so far managed to rakein
160 000 of 250 000 tons of seed cotton
the country produced this year. §::"

He said tﬁe company was looking at
taking in 220 000 tons of seed cotton by
the end of the month, leaving its'com-
petitors with 30 000 tons. — Reuter.
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Zimbabwe’'s new Finance Minister,
Herbert. Murerwa, has little room-to ma-
noeuvre in his first budget to be pre-
sented to parliament next Thursday.

A year ago, his predecessor,- Ariston

Chambati, who-died 1ast October, had to -
report a whopping 13,4% (of GDP} deficit. -

He hoped to
cutting spengding, especially on capital
projects, in the fiscal year to June 1996.

Zimbabwe does not publish monthly
or even quarteriy budget numbers. But at
the halfway point in December, the gov-
ernment reported a deficit of Z$2,87bn
(R1,28bn) or 4,5% of forecast GDP.

Murerwa has since announced gov-
ernment borrowing of Z$4,8bn (R2,26bn)
for the first 10 months of the fiscal year,
implying net borrowing of a further 4% of
GDP — taking the deficit to around 8,5%.

Government has also been botrowing
massively in the Treasury bill market,
raising more than Z$7bn (R3bn) in the
first half of 1996, some of which must
represent open-market operations to
mop up excess liquidity. -

During the fiscal year, a number of
new faxes were imposed.

The 5% drought levy on personal and
corporate profits was reimposed for an-
other year, a 10% tax was slapped on to-
bacco turnover on the Harare auction
floors (though only 5% of this has vet
been gazetted), and tax on interest
earned on building society savings was
raised from 209% to 30%, bringing it into
line with the tax on savings accounts

halve this to around 6,7% by

held with banks. Sales tax was increaséd

by 5% on nonessentials. .
There must have been huge expendi-
ture overruns on government borrow-
ing. The 1995 budget provided Z$6,5bn
for interest charges (about 30% of the to-
tal budget) but the massive Treasury biil
borrowing of the past six months will

have pushed that up by over Z$1bn.

When everything is taken into account,
it seems Murerwa will report a deficit of
around 10% of GDP — a real improve-
ment on the disastrous 1994-1995 per-
formance but still double the target of 5%
that the government set itself in 1991,

Having raised taxes significantly, in the
past six months, the Minister has little
scope for further revenue measures. But
he is coming under intense pressure
from some of his backbenchers in the
ruling Zanu-PF party to widen the export
tax on tobacco to cover other commodity
exports such as metals, including gold.

His officials are advising him against
this. With an overvalued Zimbabwean
dollar and a stagnant bullion price, the
gold mining industry — and some other
minerals like ferrochrome — are in no
condition to face such export taxation.

A more likely solution is yet another

attempt to cut spending. A three-year
rolling expenditure plan has been put
into place to force government depart-
ments to stick within programmed
spending guidelines. The initial reaction
has been one of dismay, with many min-
istries facing real cuts in spending [evels
in the next two or three years.

At the heart of the problem is the high
level of interest chaiges. Domestic debt
has ballooned, especially in the past
year, pushing the country’s total debt to
130% of 1995 GDP. ‘

Wwith high domestic interest rates and
the Zimbabwean dollar likely to weaken
over the next 18 months (raising the cosi
to the Treasury of servicing Zimbabwe's
R20bn external debt), tackling interesi
expenses at over a third of the 1995-199¢
budget will remain the Finance Minis-
ter's main challenge.

Privatisation is one option for raisiig
once-off revenues. But, as in SA, the gov-
ernment's  attitude is ambivalent:
Though some Ministers are anxious t
commercialise and privatise, Presider:
Robett Mugabe -— becoming more of an
economic liability each day — is playin:
the race card for all it's worth.

He insists privatisation now wours

merely transfer ownership from govern-
ment to the whites and that a National

Investment Trust, to warehouse shares

in privatised companies for black in-
vestors; must be established before as-
sets are sold off.

In other words, government has to find
the money to buy at least some of the as-
sets — which destroys at least part of the
case for privatisation,

Despite the forecast upturn in the
economy this year — GDP growth is pro-
jected at 7% — the business mood is
sombre.

Mugabe’s repeated attacks on white
and foreign business are taking a toll.
Last week, Industry Minister Nathan
Shamuyarira trained the government's
guns on Anglo American. He said he
would not allow South Aftican Philip
Boum, Anglo’s nominee to replace retir-
ing Anglo (Zimbabwe) CEC Roy Lander,
to take the post.

. Government is insisting that a Zim-
babwean (preferably black) be ap-
pointed. And Harare is urging Anglo to
unbundle some of its Zimbabwean oper-

ations and “give” — presumably offer — .

the shares to black investors.
There is a hint that unbundling of An-

glo would lead to Boum'getting a work |

permit. o

The President is upsetting people over-
seas and at home. BHP Minerals, which
is developing the R880m Hartley plat-
inum mine, has warned that government.
failure to grant work :permits to skilled
expatriates is holding up work at the
mine and delaying “the export of plat-
inum, which is scheduled to start to-
wards the end of the year.

Whatever the truth of the alleged
“snubbing” of Deputy President Thabo
Mbeki by Mugabe at this month's invest-
ment conference in Ghana, there is no
doubt the Zimbabwean President’s ouf-
burst against foreign invesiment by
multinationals upset not just his hosts
but agencies such as the World Bank.

Mugabe, addressing a conference de-
signed to boost foreign investment in
Africa, sharply criticised foreign in-

vestors, saying they already controlled.

too much of his country.

This {5 not what prospective investors
expected or wanted to hear and Mu-
gabe's comments may well have under-
mined the pro-investment efforts of

- other African leaders, including Presi-
dent Gerald Rawlings of Ghana.' " * /7




<§=m Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe tries to
< quash all discussion about a successor, there are

candidates waiting in the wings, reports Julius Zava

INCE Zimbabwe's President
Robert Mugabe announced °
on television earlier this
year that he will soon retire,
identifying a successor has
= become a major topic of debate in

’ - Zimbabwe,

- But there is a succession vacuum
-» which political observers blame on
.. Mugabe's leadership style. Mugabe, a
.- Marxist-Leninist, had ambitions to
.- establish a one-party state in the
%+ 1980s, and heavily aligned himself
= with North Korea, former communist
_-Eastern Europe, China and Cuba, all
: places where the idea of the “dear
". leader” was cherished.
- In 1987, Zimbabwe’s Constitution
#-was amended to create sfructures to
=-entrench the effective one-party
tate, including the executive presi-
ency, which gave Mugabe extraordi-
TaTy POWeT.
.. Since the 1987 unity accord
elween Mugabe's Zanu-PF party:
and Joshua Nkomo's now-defunct
Zapu that brought an end to the civil
war which, from 1981 to 1987 left
more than 5 000 dead and devas-
ated the Matebeleland province,
lugabe has become extremely pow-
tful through Zanu-PF's Soviet-
styled Politburo.

The Politburo is mainly composed
m f Cabinet ministers and effectively
Zrules the country. lts members are
ppointed solely by Mugabe at his.
iscretion. -

' Professor Welshman Néube, acon-
~stitutional lecturer at the University
¢ of Zimbabwe and a political analyst,

.smmua there is a succession vacuum in

Zanu-PF and the country, because
““the two vice-presidents, Simon
:Muzenda and Joshua Nkomo, are too

:z0ld and ignorant — they cannot be an )
- alternative to Mugabe. They are not -

qualified for the job.”

Ncube says the Politburo has been
used by Mugabe to marginalise “intel-
ligerit ministers, because to be niear to
Mugabe you have to be a puppet. f the
ruling party had a policy of giving peo-
ple positions on the basis of merit
alone, then you would obviously have
competent pecple around Mugabe.”

As it is, he says, “Mugabe has per-
fected [the] politics of patronage.” Suc-
cession debates have been ruthlessly
quashed within the party in its con-
gresses, most notably earlier this year.

Mugabe himself says the time will
come when he will retire, “and per-
haps it is not far off and then young
ones will take our place”. But umiike
Sonth African President Nelson Man-
dela who is punting Thabo Mbeki to
replace him, Mugabe does not want
to groom a future president. His-atti-
tude is that the debate on succession
. Mugabe says a leader “mmust be
chosen by the people, not grooméd. T
can groom ministers, but I cannot
groom a president. People must
groom theirpresident.” 7. .,

destroyed all potential leaders. Dr
John Makumbe, a University of Zim-

-babwe political scientist, sdys poten-

tal presidents have been Tediiced to

tribal provincial leaders and no indi-

Vidual, other than Mugabe himself,
cultivates a national image.

Robert Mugabe: Has extraordinary powers since Zimbabwe's

Il SUCH . Constitution was revised in 1987
should surface when he hasleft. .~ - - . :

“The result is that Zanu-PF is niow

-a eonglomerate of provincial factions

--... The old guard want Mugabe to go

:an.because they fear that if he goes,

" the various tribal factions wi! be at
Many observers think Mugibe has

war,” says Makumbe.

" But despite Mugabe's ettorts to
marginalise epponents within and
-outside Em party, a few remain visi-

“hle.

" ‘The most notable is Dr Eddison
Zvobgo, Zanu-PF's legal secretary
‘and a shrewd politiclan. He has,

PHOTOGRAPH: SACHA J

‘since the 1980s, been identified as

having presidential ambitions.
Zvobgo, leader of the majority
Karanga tribe of the Masvingo Province
in the south, has tried to lead the suc-
cession debate. Giving his “personal
views” to parliamentarians at a func-
tion earlier this vear, Zvobgo said the
debate should “be placed on the
national agenda for the 21st century”.
Zvobgo said the executive presi-
dency has dictatorial powers and that
future presidents should be limited to

two terms only. Mugabe’s term is
unlimited. Zvobgo also wants the elec-
toral bodies to be independent, and
not to be appointed by the president.

Ironically, Zvobgo was the architect
of the present amended constitution
when he was the minister of justice.

. Another presidential hopeful is
Minister of Home Affairs Dumiso
Dabengwa, who is tipped to succeed
Nkomo as leader of the Ndebele.
Nkomo has expressed a desire to
retire following a recent operation in
a Cape Town clinic.

Dabengwa, a former Zapu intelli-
gence supremo, is another well-
¥nown politician who could eventu-
ally — and ironically — fill Mugabe's
shoes. In 1982, after being acquitted
hy Zimbabwe's courts of treason,
Mugabe sent Dabenwga back to jail,
only releasing him in 1986.

Dabenigwa has since risen steadily to
become a Cabinet and Polithuro mem-
ber. He has leadership qualities and is
well respected. He is also a former rul-
ing-partly chairman in Matebeleland.

Minister of Lands and Water Devel-
opment Kumbirai Kangai is yet
another contender. He is the current
party chief in the eastern Manicaland
provinee, which is dominated by the
Manyika tribe. Although the party,
like in Masvingo, is facing bitter inter-
nal feuding, Kangai has survived since
the liberation war in the 1970s. He
was a member of the High Command
(Dare Rechimurenga) of Zanu-PFs lib-
eration movement.

Emmersor Mnangwagwa, the cur-
rent minister of justice, is another con-
tender, He is the parly supremo of the
Midlands province, but his record is
tarnished by his years as minister of
national security during the Matebele-
land skirmiches. The Centrai intelli-
gence Organisation committed many
alrocities during bis tenure.

.The incumbent Minister of
National Security Dr Sydney Sekera-
mayi, an ex-guerrilla who has been
credited with reforming the CIO, is
another dark horse who could win
the top post.
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industty has the potential to gen-

- ZIMBABWE’S ever-growing curio

erate big business for thousands
of desperate informal artists who sell
their works at give-away prices that do
not match their creativity, artistry and
labour.

-*The artists, determined to makea |

‘quick dollar, appear t6 depreciate the -
‘market value of théir wares. thiotigh *

| *utico-ordinated marketing, opering |

the way for exploitation by tourists

who pay as little as'Z§20 {about R9) for.

items that couid sell for 10 times more -
Mistrust, lack of education and -

- business and management skills

appear to be the major disadvantage
for most of them who prefer to operate
individually and without standard

TA'MBAYI NYIKA. ( 662’ '

g *affofd*tc{ buy fion established &

- hundreds of artists from surroundmg "
‘communal areas who, be¢atse of ‘their -
increased numibers over the' years are-' -
forced to.scale down their rates.
- They have beeni'able to t:ransform a -
‘piece of dead wood into any artefact
- ranging from small household sou-
venirs to giant works that fetch thou-
sands of dollars at overseas exhibitions.
Tourists, who'have-been accused of ¢
exploiting the artists, say they canno'g
‘shighSwhich charge exorbitant prices; W
7 Victoria Falls town chief-executive
Godfrey Maphosa confirms the’boom -
in the mdustry but says the local
‘authority is ot in any way mvolved m'
the'artists' activities.
“Qur only involvement is alIoca-
tion of space for thiem to operate, The"
council has not officially considered

prices for particu- regulating or mar-
lar items, the Z:mbabwean ﬂmStS "keting their activi-"
Ziana national ties although the
news - agency - determined to make .. “ issuehas beeri dis:
O body has quick dollar, appear to “C;ysged before;” tie
thought about | depreciate the value Of  The - artists,
fominga wope | their wares through ~ most of them
tion. Everybodyis | Unco-ordinated market-  world of wheeler- -

: TyDocy . . ) vheeler.
DD et | 1, opening the way for - desing sy iy
the next man by - | €Xploitation by toutists . rumours about the-

Y

the end of the . | who can resell items at resale of .their
day. This is how . , Wales OVerseas but
we have'operated | 10 tirnes the price. appear unbothered
over the years and : as long as-they .
to change it would 3 make their cut.

be difficult,” says Champ:on Muden-
da, from under-developed Binga dis-
trict in northérn Zimbabwe's Zambezi
Valley, who specialises in Tonga tradi-
tional artefacts: .

Tourists to Zimbabwe's resort cen-
tres also take advantage of the weaker

. Zimbabwe dollar against major foreign
- -currencies by buying the art works in-
.bulk atlow prices, either as'souvenirs

or for resale in their home countries at

'--mtemauonal market-rates.

In the absence, of orgahised market-i A 4
- used by these’ arnsts i
“itwill eventually crack bec

mg StIatEglES, some toutists arg not
only enjoying Zimbabwe’s scenic:sites,

but are also recouping local expenses: - | 11
On the,,-other,hand, th‘e a’rtists: pri= [ ¢
' _onty is to earn;mgney for thé day

“tificoncerned about. the final destiria
tion of their work, | B

1Ving
| carving'to raise money forfood; cloth- s
~ing and other needs like: school fées for

our children,” " says Albert Ncube ne
of the hundreds of artists dotted: along

~ tourist centres, .
. the:435km: Victoria Falls/Bulawayo |«
| road, dubbed the “Curio nghway” P
Like elsewhere in Zimbabwe, the "{*
|-+ resort.town of Victoria:Falls is home to 1"

“Yes, at tlmes we receéive large’
orders of particular artefacts, partmuiax-
ly from South Africans who giveus
orders well in advance of theu depar—
ture,” says Neabe, -

However, Basil Steyn, manager of -
Sondela, says the overseas curio mar-
ket, like any other, is not as rosy asit is
painted. Apart” froin"'vecasional |

- ‘depressecl markets,’ tounsts who buy ‘

‘ "Perhaps it







R

n e i R R o S AT, L

WORLD

Tt
Vi

ta
AP

HARARE
budget, due to be unveiled tomor-
row, was likely to leave individual
taxes intact despite a strong lobby
for cuts, economic analysts said.

“The revenue base is already
narrow ag it is, and although with
big cuts in state expenditure that
would be ideal and possible, I don’t
see the government taking that
step at this stage,” economic con-
sultant John Robertson said.

The Consumer Council of Zim-
babwe (CCZ) says Zimbabweans

+

il%r taxed people, with income tax
of up to 42%. CCZ managing di-
rector Muchaneta Nyambuya has
been waging a battle for a taxation
review, arguing that higher taxes
were stunting economic growth.

“Many aY
vive, let alone save or invest in
businesses. Redress of this situa-
tion should be item number one on
the 1996/97 budget if Zimbabwe is
to enjoy economic growth and sta-
bility,” Nyambuya has said.

But Robertson said Nyambuya
and those members of parliament
supporting his viewpoint looked
likely to be disappointed when
new Finance Minister Herbert
Murerws presents his budget.

Many local economic analysts
expect the 1996/97 budget to be
donor and industry-friendly —

iving commitments to slashing a
udget deficit estimated at about
10% of gross domestie product and
to speed up a longstanding priva-

—_ Zimbaﬁwe‘s annual.

are among the world’s most heav- -

eople can hardly sur- -

their economic advice — has

tisation programzrhe,

“We are atill far from the
promised kingdom,” Robertson
said, referring to last year’s bud-
get statement when the late fi-
nance minister Ariston Chambati
warned Zimbabweans to brace for
hard times.

Chambati said then: “We are

oing through a period of turbu-
ence, and in this respect I ask my

fellow Zimbabweans to fasten-

their seat belts hopefully for a
short period.

“] would also appeal to our peo-
le not to ask to Ee gerved with
inner while we go through the

gtorms. Once we are over the
clouds, you may dine like kings.”

Political cost

Analyst John Makumbe said
the political cost of a consumer-
hostile budget would be low for
President Robert Mugabe, in pow-
er for another six-year term after

'March’s largely ceremonial pres-

idential election which was boy-
cotted by his opponents.

“He can basically pursue his
plans without worrying too mauch
on this score, and I note he has
been trying to patch up with the
donors ahead of the budget,”
Makumbe said.

Mugabe — who has regularly
treated the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) as political punch bags for
qum-

Budget unlikely to bring

taa Lt Caylalab (32

etened in the past three weeks.
Officials say Mugabe is count-
ing on the two institutions to'lead
Weatern donor support for a five-
year economic reform programme
due to be launched later this year.
Although government rhetoric
has calmed down, some analysts
guspect it is using radical black

pressure groups fighting for a big-’
ger atake in babwe’s economy
to distract public attention from
the budget.

After resting their to s for
weeks, the leaders of the a-
tive Action Group (AAG) and the
Indigenous Business Develop-
ment Centre (IBDC) have come
back strongly to lash out at Stan-
dard Chartered Bank Zimbabwe's
plans to replace its CE with an-
other white ﬁﬁsmatﬁate.

AAG president Philip Chiyang-
wa accused the bank, a subsidiary
of the British-based Standard
Chartered Bank, of arrogance in
appointing Barry Hamilton to suc-
ceed Jim McKeena, saying the
gost should be filled by a local

lack. He threatened unspecified
action to make Hamilton’s life dif-
ficult in Zimbabwe, backing an IB-
DC spokesman who had said the
appointment was an “affront to
the people of Zimbabwe”.

Economic analyst Eric Bloch
said; “They might be playing dpol—
ities, but these guys have done
more damage to Zimbabwe's in-
vestment image abroad than has
anyone else.” — Reuter.
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HARARE. - For those wishing
to have the death penalty ahbol-
ished, the response from
Emierson Mnangagwa, Zim-
babwe’s Justice, Legal and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister is a
straight “no™.

In spite of prayers from
churches and appeals from
civic organisations to have cap-
1 ital punishment serapped, Mr
Mnangagwa has gone ahead
and invited applications for the
post of hangman, which has
been vacant since the death in
March of Zimbabwe’s only exe-
cutioner.

The late hangman had been
in office since 1982.

«I have received a lot of
applications from overseas but
very few from Zimbabweans,”
Mr Mnangagwa said this week
after a tour of Harare Central
Prison.

Elizabeth Feltoe, acting
director of the Catholic Com-
mission for Justice and Peace
in Zimbabwe (CCJP), sees his
disclosure as vindicating her
organisation’s stance against
capital punishment.

wThat very few Zimbabweans
have applied for the job is in
itself showing that not many
7imbabweans want the death
penalty,” Ms Felioe said.

wIt’s a good thing that few

o T LS TR T

Zimbabwe

looks forC 3)ts

hangman

Zimbabweans have applied-for
the job. If just goes to show
people do nof want to take the
life of ancther as compensa-
tion for ancther life.”

‘Another human-rights wateh-
dog, Zimrights, also opposes
the death penalty, says its direc-
tor David Chimhini.

“We deplore hanging for any
reason whatsoever,” he said.
“Ne one has the right to take
any person’s life. So while we
deplore the taking of someone’s
life in the first place, we also
condemn the taking of life as a
form of punishment.

“Tt is not a deterrent. Tous a
life sentence would be a much
more effective deterrent.”

Capital punishment is

3%

mandatory here only in cases of
murder without extenuating
circumstances.

Emotions run high each time
Zimbabweans discuss the death
penalty. To some, it is inhuman
and barbarie, but others feel
the death penalty should be
upheld. )

But a commentary in the
semi-official daily The Herald:
«There is clearly support
among the people for the death
penalty to continue. It is not
inhuman. It is ultimate pun-
ishment, a deterrent to others
who may be contemplating
doing the same.

“These dangerous undesir-
ables deserve to be removed

- from our midst forever.”

A senior government official’
was quoted by the state-owned
Zimbabwe Inter-Africa News
Agency (Ziana) as saying the
government was convinced that
many Zimbabweans were in
favour of executions.

The CCJIP, on the other hand,
has advocated the abolition of
the death penalty ever since
the Commission was formed in
1972.

aThe taking of one human
life does not compensate for,
the loss of another, but only
adds vielenee to violence, Nor
have any studies been able to
prove the deterrent effect of
capital punishment,” says the
CCJP. ‘

wThe Commission believes
that the imposition of the death
penalty is dehumanising and
degrading as much for the
exeeutors as the executed.

“The Commission therefore
earnestly requests the Presi-
dent ~ Robert Mugabe - to com-
mute all death sentences to life
imprisonment pending the
removal of the death penalty
from our statute books.”

Many of the 110 prisoners on
death row have been there for
years. The most recent execu-
tion was in late 1995. Before
then, no one had been hanged

~ since 1988.- Sapa-IPS.
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Zimbabwean business is way
behind on affirmative action...’

By Lewis Machipisa

ARARE — THE DECISION by

the United Kingdom-

based Standard

Chartered Bank to

appoint a Brit to head its

Zimbabwean branch has angered

economic pressure groups here and

has drawn attention to the recruit-

ment of foreign professionals by
firms operating in Zimbabwe.

A newspaper reported last week

that Standard Chartered Zimbabwe

had applied to the Immigration

department for work permits for 26
foreign employees. .

Task force

Similar moves by other transna-
tionals were noted ~and may
account for the creation of a task
force set up last Friday to monitor

p——
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- this employment of expatriates.

According to Luxon Zembe,
vice-chairman of the National
Manpower Advisory Council, the
taskforce will ensure fransparency
in employment of foreign nationals
and lay the groundwork for a clear
policy on expatriate recruitment.

Tts creation came a day after
black advancement groups had
lashed out at the appointment of
Barry Hamilton 10 replace fellow
Brit Jim McKeena as head of
Standard Chartered Zimbabwe
from August 8.

«I_et him land here and we will
give him the shock of his life. 1€ he
stays we will frustrate him,” said
Philip Chiyangwa, president of the

- Affirmative Action Group.

“He will regret ever coming o
Zimbabwe.” He did not elaborate
on what action his organisation
would take — it has threatened
“physical force™ to stop the mar-

imalisation of blacks
from the economy in‘the
past. R
The appointment has -
been criticised by ariother
black econemic empower- ‘
ment group, the
Indigenous Business
Development Centre. ‘
Groups like AAG and
[BDC have generally
focused on the fact that
local whites, who consti-
tute Iess than 2 percent of
Zimbabwe’s 11,8 million
people, control more than
90 percent of indusiry
and commerce,

All white

However, the dearth of branch.
7imbabwean senior man-

agers in the subsidiaries of transna--
tionals has become a hot issue

since President Robert Mugabe

fired away at iwo transnationals on .

May 9.
Mugabe lashed out at the Anglo

bewe
is not amused at Anglo's appointment of
a South African to head the local

NN il
an president Robert Mugabe

American ‘Corporation’s appoint-
ment of a South African to head its

7Zimbabwean branch and at Lonhro

for maintaining - white . dominance
in the executive of its local sub-

-sidiaries. — Sapa-IPS.
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Harare -’ Zimbabwean entrepre-

' nelirs charge that late payments by

ministries disrupt their cash-flows

and have thus asked the govern-

ment to reduce the corporate tax it

charges them by amounts equiva-
lent to the unpaid bills,

This has been proposed by the

* Zimbabwe National Chamber of

Commerce in its contribution to

this year's budget preparations,

Edmore Tobaiwa, the chamber’s
. chief economist said yesterday.

The entrepreneurs say that if the
government allows them to deduct
unpaid bills from the corporate tax
they pay each year, that would goa
long way towards easing the dis-
comfort caused by late payments
by ministries,

Government departments
‘sometimes take a year or more to

.pay their bills to suppliers of goods
and services, Businessmen say this
prevents some firms from meeting

“thieir tax-pityments, as a result,
ping’penalties on themn,

. degree by ‘allowing compariies to
set off their.debt against amounts
owed o th

13 nd

1996 Mercedes—Benz C220
Man Classic
~ 6-year motor plan. 14 000 km.

}  R130 000

.Phone Ade‘le, office hours 54 6131

_their expenses and they default on .
- The state, then reacts by slag-

; +This Very” insatisfactory, posi-
-+ tion could be aileviated to a certain

wuSpe) 2<

should be in'normal use between
business and the Zimbabwe gov-
ernment ' where the government
cannot pay its bills within normal
credit dates, . ‘

Eric Bloch, -a local enttepreneur
and a board member of more than a
hundred companies in Zimbabwe
and abroad, supports the cham-
ber’s line of thinking,

“Its totally unreasonable: that
companies have to pay 35 percent
interest on overdue tax while gov-

. érnment does not pay when it's late

in paying its accounts,” he says.
According to the 2 000-member

chamber, the main reason for com-
panies’ late payment of taxes is “the -
shortage of cash in the economy

which is greatly due to non-pay-
ment of accounts by government to
traders in commerce and industry”,

Itsays it is aware that off-setting -

would cause accounting problems
between ministries, but this “is far
better than the vast penalties being
imposed on cash-strapped compa-
nies due to the non-payment of
accounts by government”, s

It is not known how much of

the estimated Z$1,5 billion (about:

R666 million) in corpotate - tax
which the governinent earns each
year comes from penalties. The tax
represents 37,5 percent of business-

es’ gross earnings, says Bloch, * -
The commissioner . of taxes

M25G28C17

'~

 while its dqmesﬁqedeb%g'»bquivﬂzfg

1€ govel
. abouit $400 #nillion‘in' frite:

[+ on recurrent: expenditure;”
. and interest repayments; That. i

T offset tax
3bz.D

lined {o comment on the issue.
So did ministry of finance officials.

A lawilecturer at Zimbabwe
University said he did not think the
offset proposal stood much chance
of being accepted. -“Unless the
whole structure is changed in the

- courts of law, I don't think compa-
‘nies haveia right to do that” he

said. “Tax 'is owed to another arm
of government which is different
‘from the ministries.” ) A
. Bloch says two comparties want
to take the commissioner of taxes to
court over this issue. Legally there
is a right to off-setting and indica-
tions are that these companies are.
likely to win their cases; - _

If that happens, it could open
up floodgates for claims from other-
companies, some of which have not
been paid by government for more

two yéars, ' '

Ben Mucheche, the president of
the Indigenous Business Develop-
ment Centre, has in the past lam:

. basted the government for the des-

perate situation some of his mem-
bers find themselves jin. :

In May, Mucheche said the gov:
emnment owed smail-scale enter-

- prises more than $5 million for ser-

vices and goods supplied. He said
many of these companies were fac-
ing iquidation. =~ -

The government owes about
$45billion, to external greditors, -
lent to nearly §3 billiony2
it is desperate.fo réise ¢as
end, it inm'eased‘l‘qg}q'{n? ;

ulf”

foreign debt in 199/9
. “Governiriént ‘{5

(e .
Inoney
wages’

where the problem is.” — Sapa-IPS
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" wame coiery - (B2 )
The flast time m( /r/l\? examined

Wankie's annual results was two years
ago. One thing’s for sure about this Zim-
babwean coal producer — it operates in
i exciting times.

YSPEPS

_FINANC!AL MalL - JuLy 26 - 1996

100 ComPANIES

A

B8 ACTIVITIES: Mines and markels coal prod-

Licts.

GONTROL: Zimbabwe government 40%,

GHAIRMAN: N Kudenga. MD: O K Bwerino-
fa.

Bk CAPITAL STRUCTURE: 168 9m ords. Market
capitalisation: R182m,

Wl SHARE MARKET: Price: 108c. Yields: 7,5% on

. dividend; 32, 1% on earnings; p-eratio, 3,1;
cover, 4,3. 12-month high, 120c; low, 80c.
Trading volume Iast quarter, 141 000
shares.

Year to end February ‘93 94 95 ‘96
ST debt (Z8m) 658 21,8 126 /92
LT debt (Z3m) 496 1840 3336 3408
Debt:equity ratio 42 35 027 031
Turnover (Z3mf 284 445 545 665
Pre-int profit (Z$m) 739 1346 853 1255
Earnings (Zc) 3] 51 [ 58
Dividends {Zc) 10 150 175 225

Tangible NAV (Zc) 577427 464 - 499

And it continues to behave in a man-
ner which resembles one of those gravity
defying rail rides, now de rigueur at
classy amusement parks. Look at this for
a track record: disaster in 1990; hope in
1991; sorrow in 1992; more hope in 1993;
fat cat in 1994; still better in 1995; taxa-
tion misery this year,

Two things come through especially
about the company's performance this

year, The first is that it's clearly well run. . |

Over the four years 1 have looked at

Wankie's performance; it's plain that MD

Obadiah Bwerinofa (he has a Masters

from Massachusetts and another from

Queens) has been at lengths to husband
mWankle Culllery

Cents
120

100

j-a s o nd’jfma m'g i
-1985 - souRcE:I-NET 1996 -

resources and reward shareholders. Do-

ing this hasn’t been easy in an economic
climate which is frankly inimical to the
pursuit of free enterprise excellence.
The second is the -extent of govern-
ment’s gréy hand in all Wankie's endea-
vours (and the embarrassment this obvi-

- ously causes Wankie's directors).

This year a quick little note from chair-
man Ngoni Kudenga blandly announces
a significant increase in the deferred tax

| FrNANéJAL MAIL - JuLy 26 . 1996

charge “arising from the withdrawal of |
the mining depletion allowance.™ No fur=

ther mention is made.

But the numbers are alarming: the tax
charge (solely from deferred tax) rose
from Z$2,4m in 1995 to this year's

Z$56m. This severely dented the bottom -

line and spoiled an otherwise superlative
effort: turnover rose 22% to Z$665m and

the operating margin lifted to 18,8%"
{1995: only 15,6%). Profit before tax was :
51% improved at Z$154m. “After the tax.-
- man ran off with a bagful of Joot, how-
ever, the net position is & decline in EPS |

to 58c¢ after 1995's 59c¢.

. This is undetrlined by another curious
happening: it transpires that the govern-..

ment-controlled Zimbabwe Iron & Steel

Company {Zisco) owes Wankie a cool |
Z$91m. Kudenga says the matter has

been taken to “the highest level in gov-
ernment. Payment arrangements which |
..have notbeen ad-"

had been agreed to.
hered to.”

And just to add insult, government 5

tax hand raids the kitty to boot.
I do notice one further area of interest:
Bwerinofa’s personal holdings in Wankie

increase steadily — 109 680 shares in -

1994, 146 880 last year, 171 880 this year.
Well, at least he displays confidence in his
own ability. David Gleason
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; -sharing Schemé 16 cover a bad: |
debt:-“And & controversial Zim$20 |
charge ofi- thn’d" party - chéque;

fuel]ed customer dlsconten Wi
- . flery welcome from b‘lack empower
< E 0 ie e & mighimare .

Gy 2b[a - :Isi% | , |
AGroup Phlllip' Chlyangwa “has |-,

Large multinationals in Zi babwe have been criticised for promised that fhe new chief execu-

not puttmg blacks in top spots reports iden Wetherell ‘tive “will regret ever coming to Zim:
. ‘babwe”.

the top 6f mulﬂ—natlonal com
operating in Zimbabwe'is providihg
ammunition-for: Presi-
. dent:Robert Mugabeé’'s
attacks on white domi-
nation of the country's
economy — a problem
underlined by the immi- |
nent arrival of an expa- §
triate to head Zim-

Mugabe was thought to be refer- day
ring to the arrival last year of hardtofind.”

babwe's largest banking Jonathan Oppenheimer (26), son of ~ More to the point, Anglo accords
group. Anglo American deputy chairman extensive inanagerial autonony to 1ts

Mugabe recently took Nicky Oppenhetmer. Although osten-  chief executives and there may be a
corporate giants Anglo sibly a management trainee, reluctance to appoint individuals —
American and Lonrho to Jonathan Oppenheimer has been black or white — susceptible to

attending board meetings of Anglo- importunities from ministers in
" owned companies and there is spec- Mugabe’s government. Critics say
ulation he is being groomed fo suc- Mugabe is ignoring the company’s

task for preserving the |
lily-white complexion of
their top management,

He said correspondence Robert Mu gabe: Took ceed current chief executive Roy Lan-  contribution to training and develop-
he had seen from Anglo corporate giants to task der (80). _ ment and pressing instead for the
American indicated The United Kingdom-based Stan- appointment of cronies who avould
black empowerment in Zimbabwe dard Chartered Bank is also currently  complement the ruling party’s efabo-
was not a corporate priority, in the firing line, for imposing a new rate patronage networlk.,

“Instead of appointing a black chief executive on the Zimbabwe com-  Meanwhile, Angjo insiders say the |
executive, they chose to appoint a pany. Barry Hamilton will replace fel- - company has built up a strong sec- 7
white man from South Africa when in low Briton Jim McKenna, whose con- ond tier of black managers from
South Africa they are doing all iri tract has expired after a turbulent which a future chief execuhve may
their power to include blacks as part- tenure at the company’s helm. well be drawn.

ners,” the president told regprters'in’
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HARARE — Zimbabwe’s new Fi-
nance Minister Herbert Murerwa
vesterday tabled 2 R14,4bn bud-
get. which left many questions
unanswered about plans for fur-
ther -economic reform and its on-
off protectionist tariff regime.

“It is a non-event,” commented
Prof Tony Hawkins, head of the
University of Zimbabwe’s busi-
ness studies depariment.

Murerwa announced a seven
cents iricreage in the price of petrol
and two cents increase in the price
of diesel, and raised the income
tax threshold to R4 069 a year, at
which level wages are taxed 20%.

-Hé did not clarify a proposed

5% “development levy” surcharge
on individual taxpayers who re-
maini some of the world’s heaviest
payers at a top rate of 40% on in-
comes above R26 000 a year. Com-
panies pay a flat rate of 37,5%.
» - Reuters reports Zimbabwean
shares traded largely softer in a
market .watching the outcome of
- the budgetlaterin the day.

Economis
non-event’ f

The main 56-industrial share
index fell 8,45 points to close at

5 402,70 and the secondary eight-

share mining index slipped 0,81
points to 1 265,94,

Murerwa gaid strenuous ef-
forts would be made in the coming
year to enforce collection- of
R400m owed the state in out-
standing taxes:but; he'left doubts

whether Zimbabwe will be able to

stick to the target of 8,56% of GDP
for the annual budget deficit,

The minister, a former diplo-
mat, disclosed no hard plans for
the next phase of- Zimbabwe's
traumatic economic reforms, nor
did he reveal when the tariff
regime — announced and then
cancelled earlier this month —
would be finalised.

Murerwa'’s predecessor, the
late Ariston Chambatfi, inherited
a 14% budget deficit and set a tar-
get of 6%, which turned out to be
10,1%, Murerwa disclosed.

MPs applauded thunderously
when Murerwa announced that
for the first time since 1980 inde-
pendence, none.of the .country’s

t says budget
or Zimbabw

&D zb ]’»? l‘ﬂa N ‘f'f.!' e bO. Lo

a

ministries Yan up udauthorised
expenditure. Murerwa‘hoped that
inflation, down to 22% from last '
vear’s figures of more than 40%,
wouldfaﬁjtfo 13%bynextJune, .,
He hoped for 7% economic
growth, with a 49% badost for agri-
culture following good rains. .
More than 36% of the budget is
allocated to-servicing of debt’ The .
estimates reveal a 51% boost to
R100m in spending on the shad-
owy central intelligence orgenisa- -
tion, which is listed under “spécial -
services” and not subject to audit:- -
On the eve of President Robert
Mugabe’s. impending remarriage,
the construction ministry is bud-
geting R44,7m for & new presiden-
tial residence. S
Despite Mugabe’s inflammato- -
ry rhetoric about the takeover of
white farms for redistribution to
blacks, only R11,3m is budgeted:
for reimburging white farmers for- |
improvements, AL R
Murerwa boosted: the;health. |
vote 17% to counteract the“untold |
havoc” being wrought on services. |
by the ATDS pandemic.
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on:(CI0) — from L be imposed;on

- “Expendit . , ‘bale sold,
not:be :Subject. to audit by the : . .-Students of tax law ‘will.;
trollerand auditor-géneral.”- surprised to learn that'the fis
obert. Mugahe's own. . owed vast sitms of mo
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The ministers would be dmcussmg
. ati-offer on tariff reductions by 'SA. 1o .
' Zimbabwe, which Mkuhlu said he/%a$

‘ hOprlll would please Zimbabweans;

’1The offer -is theL latest
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