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Bargain bid

1o turn tenants

GHANTEL ERFORT
STAFF REPORTER

A proposed amendment to a
provincial law may mean
thousands of people will be able to
buy thewr council homes.

The change will apply to people
living 1n homes subsidised by the
provincial Housing Board

But Hans Smait, president of the
Institute for Housing of South Africa,
warned that many of these homes were
not suitable for sale

Local Government Mimister Patrick
McKenzie has proposed all tenants be
able to buy therr homes at a discounted
price, without having to get a clearance
. certificate proving they owe no arrears

He said the Western Cape cabinet had
aproved the change to the legislation m

principle. The proposed amendment to
Section &3 of the Muricipal Ordimance of

1974 would allow a transfer of property
to take place regardless of any other
money owed to the mumcipahty

“Before, many people couldn’t buy
their properties because they were 1n
debt and couldn’t get a clearance certifi-
cate. Now, for the first time, tenants can
buy their rented houses at a discounted
price - whether or not they owe the
municipality money,” Mr McKenz:e
sald “Every single dwelling will then
be owned by the people ”

into owners
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But hous;%ghlef Sees snagsgvﬁ

Ten wanting o buy their homes
would have to sign an agreement with
the municipality stating they would
remain liable for any outstanding debts

Mr McKenzie said at least 30 000 peo-
ple would benefit should the amend-
ment be approved.

But the number may be far lower, as
people in double- and triple-storey
blocks would be at a disadvantage.

Mr Smit, who is also executive direc-
tor of housing for the South Peminsula
Municipality, said that many homes
currently subsidised by the Housing
Board were ‘not built for sale”.

He said costs involved in making
double- and iriple-storey homes
saleable would be too high.

In the event of the sale of a multi-
storey house, costly adjustments would
have to be made to the water and elec-
tricity supply, m addition to the uniis
having to be sold under sectional title

“In the South Peninsula, we have a
housmg stock of about 7 500 rental units
and of this, the large majority are dou-
ble- and triple-storey units The costs
involved 1n making them saleable
would be tremendous,” Mr Smit saxd.

If Mr McKenzie's proposal goes
ahead, anyone renting a government-
subsidised home will be able to buy itat
the origmal building cost, with a fur-
ther discount of R7 500 - before March
31, when the discount scheme expires
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' therr bills : So far 270 warning let-

Council
gets tough
on R554m
arrear

TOM HOOD

S 3#/7/‘??

THE Cape Tﬂwn City Council —
burdened by arrears uf R554-mil-
hon — 1s to 1ssue thousands of'
sumrmonses in the next two weeks
warmng homeowners, tenants
and businesses that then* proper-
ties will be seized and sold if they
do not pay up

In the 12 months to November
unpaid rates soared by R60-mil-
lion to R185-million’

Arrears for water charges
jumped R42-milhon (21 percent)
to R70-mullion

The council has aiso threatened
to take the drastic step of discon-
necting defaulters’ water — not
merely reducing it to a trickle as 1t
has been — if they do not pay

ters have been sent out b

Tenants of counc: houses are
to be sent letters saying they will
be evictedsf they do not pay their
rents On average, tenants owe
R3 700 . Unpaid rents stretchung
back to the rent-boycott years
have pited up to R56-milhon,

The council 1s also owed R45-
million m repayments on,16 000
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homes bought by tenants On av- |*

erage, these hnm&nwners owe, |°

R2 800

The tough plan of action was |-

annuuncecl by the city’s executive
director of corporate finance,
Phihp van Ryneveld, aiter a. ﬁ'i
nance committee report said the’

R554-million owed was Rll?—mll-*

.:'l
-hon more than a year ago #

“Pﬁ?}ﬁl& must, reahse the coun- |: .

ml is ng, ?nger a soft target to be |, i.:
;leﬂwat the end of the queue when-. !
. they pay théir bills,” he said

“We are gomg to enforce this
' pohcyand the politicians are firm-

-y behmd it ” |
[mhnuses have al- |.

. A number
.ready’been selzecdsand water dis-
cnnnednpns hﬁve begun o
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*  BEAUREGARD TROMP and
MANDLA MNYAKAMA
STAFF REPORTERS

People 1n the Samora Machel
squatter camp say the death of a
Cape Flats Umited Democratic
Movement leader at the weekend
was the result of hitter rvalry in
the settlement over sites for
housing, and had nothing to do
with politics.

UDM branch charrman Vulindlela
Matiyase was gunned down on Sun-
day

Politicians feared that his death
was the result of the violence that has
rocked KwaZulu-Natal spulling over
Into the Western Cape

African National Congress provin-
cilal secretary Mcebis1 Skwatsha yes
terday condemned the attack, and
added:his hopes that no further vio-
lence'would follow,

“Weihope the incident 1s not rela-

- edtowhat s happening in KwaZulu-
" Natal Ifso, 1t has to be nipped in the
~ bud immediately,” he said
! Mr Skwatsha called on police to
apprehend the murderers

“The province already suffers
under a wave of intimidation by
urban terrorists and we cannot allow
any more battlefields,” he said

Mr Matiyase’s attackers asked for
him by name when he answered ther
knock on his door, suggesting they
dad not know they were speaking to
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S say politics

Second UDM:ekiIIing '
‘over houszgg

Sguattér camp resident
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" MANDLA MNYAKAMA

Loss: Melanie Ngemntu and her mother, Lindiwe, at their home in Samora Machel, Philipp!

the person they were tg kill, sa:d
police spokesman Jacques Wiese

Mr Matiyase was shot twice in the
chest and three times in the back

“"What 1mmediately comes to
mind 1s that it was politically mot1-
vated,” said UDM Western Cape
chairman Johan Slabbert

He said that rumours had surfaced
that Mr Matiyase had been murdered
for his mvolvement in a debacle over
a housing development

His death took place after a meet-
Ing between South African National

C1vics Organisation executive com-
milttee members and squatters from
the informal settlement about plans
for development

Mr Matiyase survived two earher
attacks He was shot at while walking
around the area, allegedly by a break-
away group from Sanco

This group was removed from a
local Sanco executive commilttee a
few years ago, and was now opposed
to any development 1n the area

Other Sanco members fear that
they might also be targets
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Ratepayers’ I
owe. R2-bn;;’

Tomudop C'a“_jl

RESIDENTS in the Western Cape owe lo-
cal councils R2-bilhon 1n unpaid rents,
tates and othe: services

«+‘This estimate is based on f:gures ob-
tained from local authonties by Patrick
McéKenzie, MEC for'local governniént

Slxty-nne petcent of the 96 munici-
palltles reported a total of R1,253-billion
owed by residents as at June 1998 ’l;hls
was up 34 percent from the ﬁrevmus
year P
» Only 14 mummpahtles had adn ted
the Masakhane campaign, said McKen—-
zie He supplied the.figures at the re-
quest'of Damel Silke, a memher uf the
provincial parl:ament fﬁ"

Silke said McKenzie had fallea 0 give
people any Incentives to pay the out-
standmg amounts. ,_; I
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MONEY owed to municipahties for Services These ﬁggr/ez-unﬁé' rh% a 1?012 made by
Provided in the Western Ca Pedoubled the Democratic Party’s Danjel Silke some
€tween October 1994 and this year, and nonths ago, that the asakhane cap-
10w totals around po billion Pa1gn was fatling in the Western
This 15 a tota] of 12% of the nat; onaj d1lke yesterday said that arrears in the
debt figure owed to local sovernments, sayd City of Cape Town amounted to R116
cal Government MEC Patrick McKenzie miihon
“We cannot afford

1ot to collect ths In George, arrears ha
money,” he said during his bugd

d almost doybled
getspeech  from R49mm§
in the legislatyre yesterday

€ptember 1997 to R73m in
September 1998
He said Municipahities had to Imple OnEY owing to the Ceres local author-
ment better credt control, while ajsq Ity increased from R5m m 1997 ¢, R9m a
dXlng cognisance of unemployment and year later, and ip Worcester arrears
Poverty which rendered SOme people 1nca- mcreased from
pable of Paymg for their services




| arconi squatters i

there is life after Chukutown

ﬁ.v

MOGSES MTHETHELELI MACKAY

arconi Beam, the once

notorious squatier camp

in Milnerton, used to

reflect the sad face of
urban poverty 1 the Western Cape
It 15 now cne of the success stories of
the new South Africa.

Locals called 1t Chukutown, the
place of troubles. Living conditions
were unsanitary, crime was rife and
fires tore through the shacks regu-
1arly, leaving death, destitution and
destruction.

But now solid houses are replac
ing the ramshackle shanties and
residents are moving to their new
omes in hearby De Noon and Joe
SlovoPark.

temporary chinic and a church are
now part of the social uphiftment
programme funded by the private
sector

Leslie Viijoen, the chairman of
property develper Caveor, which
provaded the funding, said the devel-
opment framework included hous-
ing the commumty on 25 hectares of
land and rezonimg the balance of the
area for light industnal, commercial
and residential use. .

Mr Viljoen said the upliftment
programmes tad been mtroduced to
address the social 1ssues that came
with moving the community to for-
mal hotsing.

He sa1d the creation of an industr-
al park next to the new homes would
help create an enviroriment in whach

The old nformal skitlement next small businesses could be viable
to Milnerton’'s industrial A total of 2 150 squatter
area, which inherited 1ts fam:lies were being moved

name from a factory, rm_ﬂgmﬁmﬁm mto formal houses, 1 250

sprang up several vears

more than originally anticy-

ago It had no services, JPEré HOE pated.

electricity or water and

Mr Viljoen said 800 old

was prone to devastating 10 &mmg shacks had been demol

fires 1shed, with 616 more to go
But that has changed Mg m}gmhm He said a list of residents in
The new Marcon: Beam is &E.& move the settlement had been

praof that partnerships
involving the national fp .\.bm
Government, the local gov

compiled.
People earning less than
R1 500 a month qualified for

ernment, the private sector pm. ~%¢ .-Ua«ﬂxm a government subsidy For-

and the people can work.

The Western Cape
Provincial Admmmstration, the
Blaauwhberg mumicipality, the
national Government, the private
sector and the residents got together
a few vears ago and decided a new
future had to be found for the people
of Marcon: Beam.

The resulting R1,8-billion project
ineludes the development of an
industrial area around the old Mar-
com Beain site and the construction
of low-cost housing.

The development 15 now well past
the halfway mark, two years ahead
of schedule.

Empowering people to take respon
sibility for thewr own uphfiment was
seen as key to the development.

Under the Marconi Beam Joint
Venture, led by the Rabie Cavcor
development consortium (Rabcav),
amenities such as schools, creches, a

mal low-cost houses wonld
be built for them 1n the new
Joe Slovo Park.

Mr Viljoen said the residents
wantied to move because of the dan-
ger offires and storms and poor samn-
tation i the mformai settiement.

Shack dwellers were notified in
writing to destroy thewr shacks and
to move to their new hottses m Joe
Slovo Park or De Noon a few kilome-
fres dowm the road.

Residents said they were eager to
move tothe new development.

Nontombi Batsha, 23, who moved
to her new house mn De Noon recent
1y, said. “T am very happy now that I
have my own house It was very dif-
ficult to live 1n a shack n those terri-
ble conditions.”

Elda Mahlentle, the principal of
Eida Mahlentle Secondary School,
said the new premses had improved
life for teachersand chaldren.
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HAPPY DAYS: Leslie Vijoen left
chamnan of amﬂmﬁa Caveor
visits Elda Mahlentle Secondary
Schoolin Marconi Becon With v
are school pancipat Elda Mahlen-
He and pupils
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STARTING AFRESH Nontormbi .
Batsha, 23, and her 1emonth-old |
son Vuyan, below watch workers
rermove their belongngs fromher |
shack to her new house InDe 7
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SOWETAN Monday Marth'8 1999

ond defaults’

costs company

¥

f\éo

CPM) Sowetan

By Joshua Rahoroko

KHAYALETHU Home Loans has lost
R3,5 mullion a month as a result of low-
cost housing bond defaulters 1n the siX
months ended December 1998, the
company has revealed

The financial mstitution 15 to take
action, including evicting defaulters
from theirr homes, i an attempt to
recover the money before 1t winds
down 1ts operation next year

KHL’s managing director Mr Siza
Khampepe said bond defaulting was
for various reasons, which included
unemployment, job losses, 1ncreases in
the cost of living, political boycotts and
dissatisfaction with houses

The nstitution bult 30 000 low-
cost houses countrywide and 24 000
were paid up or were being paid for by
homeowners since 1ts mception

KHI, was started by the South
African Housing Trust to finance
homeseekers 1n the low mcome market

However, homeowners started a
bond boycott for political reasons and
dissatisfaction over structural defects
1n the homes

A team was appointed to mvestigate

millions

2[2]41

It was found that developers failed
to meet theiwr obligations or could not
be traced to account for the defects
Some developers had gone bankrupt
while others changed names and
addresses After protracted discussions
with stakeholders — particularly the
South African National Civic Organi-
sation — KHL set aside R35 million to
pay for the repairs of the houses

Satisfy client

Khampepe said “We took this decision
to satisfy our clients as well as to end
the boycott that was wreaking havoc
with our finances We will evict people
who refuse to meet their obligations ”

Bond repayments had shown an
encouraging increase in  the past
months, Khampepe added

The average collection index
recorded an mncreased of 13 percent

Khampepe said a net profit of
R8,8 million was realised 1 the first
months of the 1998-1999 financial
year

However, the profit was eroded by
provision made for boycott-rclated
1ssues
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‘THE ARK’ ORDERED TO CAST OFF

R1.5bn trade-off

unshackles housglpg

AN EXCITING new venture involving shack-dwellers, .
ndustnialists and developers could result in substantial
social upliftment. CHRIS BATEMAN reportis.

UNIQUE, R1,5 billion
public/private sector partner-
"Xship m Westlake 1s set to pro-
vide housing for 684 shack-
dwellers within 10 months and
create 450 upmarket homes, a light
md}lstriél and business park and an
office park within five years
However, the development
means possible short-term hard-
shup for the Ark, which houses 950
indigent people, ranging from
abused mothers, abandoned chil-
dren to reforming alcoholics and
drug addicts and foreign “econom-
ic refugees” on the site
The Ark has until the end of
Apnil to relocate from Westlake to
the vacated Faure School for Boys
Ark director, Pastor Greg Grob-
ler, said yesterday that about eight
former support staff at the Faure
school were “unwilling” to move,
meaning that some 100 children
with their house “parents” would
have to stay in containers until the
impasse is resolved
Westlake developers Rabcav
had donated the containers as a
temporary measure as well as two
rented bakkies for relocating the
Ark’s inhabitants, 370 of whom
had been moved 1n the past two
weeks
“We were supposed to be out by
the end of February but the date
has now been extended because of

the delay with the Faure staff,” said
Grobler.

Kobus Stander, a provincial
property management official in
Wale Street, said court interdicts
had been served on the occupants
of three of 11 Faure homes, while
the remainder had been given until
“Tumne or July this year” to find
alternative accommodation, |

Grobler estimated that all Ark
residents would be moved 10 Faure’
by mud-Apnl.

He said the Ark had previously
enjoyed subsidised lights and water
bills and would now have to foot a
b1l which he estimated would
come to R20 000 a month

He appealed to the authorities
to provide pre-paid meters SO that
“at least we can monitor usage —
otherwise I don’t know what we'll
do” The Ark s staffed by volun-
teers

Meanwhile, at an upmarket
Waterfront launch attended by
Rabcav executives, Public Works
Minuster Jeff Radebe, Western Cape
Premuer Gerald Morkel and South
Peninsula Municipality planning
chairman Neville Reilly, the R1,5
hillion development was outlined
yesterday

The 100-hectare Westlake
Estate, bounded on the west by the
prestigious Steenberg Golf Estate,
on the east by Siivermine and the

— —
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Westlake golf coursé;will provide
for current shack dwellers,

® A R10 000 “developer contri-
bution” to the R17 250 provincial
housing subsidy

® A community centre, crechie
facihities, schools and a skills tram-
Mg programine

® Hundreds of on-site jobs

The new one-bedroomed
homes, with capacity for exten-
sion, will sit cheek-by-jowl with
an upmarket 450 home suburb 1
a lush, wooded location which
will be in five safely “secured”
precincts with “outstanding
views” of the Constantiaberg and
the adjoiming Steenberg Golf
Estate
Plots will be between 600 and
700 square metres
. The DP Marais, (tuberculosis)
Hospital staff and residents have
been relocated and imcorporated
with the Princess Alice Hospital,
while the Westlake'Convalescent
Hospital is to be mcorporated mnto
the Conradie Hospital

Some 15 hectares will be trans-
formed nto a landscaped mixed
business and ight industnal park,
whle'a 12-hectare ipmarket office
park, called Steenberg Office Park,
wiil adjoin the Steenberg Golf
Estate ,

A small “retail facility; for
tounst attractions will aiso be built

The project 1s bemng spearhead-
ed by Rabie/Cavcor with JSE listed
Wescape and empowerment group |
African Renaissance each sharing a
25% stake
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Furore over cement works’

NORMAN JOSEPH Q a i‘-) would cause property values m the es fablished
METRO REPORTER residential area of Brackenfell to fall
G\ Oostenberg’s New NP leader and charrman

A plan to turm mid-century hostels into of the Cape Metropolitan Council executive
family umts in Brackenfel] is attracting Q\ committee, Pierre Uys, said his party was not
anger from neighbours and the New ‘\:-pp osed to residential development.
National Party, “But under no cxrcumstances can we allow

The New NP m the Oostenberg mun1c1paQ}wiihls informal settlement to proceed, especially
arca 1s opposing the development mn Kruis. hen there 15 1and set aside for this purpose m
fontem Road, near the O1d Paarl Road, fearing N}nearby Wallacedene and Bloekombos ”
that neighbourmg homeowners may see prop- But Oostenberg’s ANC chief whip Ebrahim
erty values plummet, “Sawant sald the New NP were gowmg back-
But African National Congress members u%wards “to the dark days of forced removals”

the local authority have criticised the New “With proper consultation, the creation of
NP’s stance, saying the party was returnmg to \a second residential area by Everite could see
1ts “old-style 1deology” %a great deal of goodwill m the neighbourhood ”
Everite, a company which makes cement The provincial housing hoard was awaiting
products, wants to convert old, single hostels Oostenberg’s decision before deciding
nto family units to house its workers, whether to advance the necessary housmg
But people living neayr the site said there subsidies for the scheme,
were far more housing stands in the plans Lverite spokesman Charles Julies sald the
than there were workers needing accommeoda- factory wanted to improve the qualhty of Iife of
tion They said they feared the settlement itsemployees,
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Nyanga pollce to
probe Brown’s
Farm ‘land ¢
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MANDLA MNYAKAMA
STAF REPORTER

Nyanga police have asked all
Brown’s Farm residents who had
allegedly been forced to pay fees to
local area committee members for
nnserviced sites to come forward
and lay charges.

This comes after a protest march by
hundreds of Brown’s Farm informal
settlement residents to Nyanga police
station on Monday.

They wanted the police to arrest
local area committee members whom
they allege had been demanding fees
from residents seeking sites in the set-
tlement.

Mthetho Ntlanganiso, a councillor
for Ward C21, saad about 600 sites at
section 1 in Brown’s Farm were
allegedly “sold” to residents by local
area commiitee members, who
charged between R100 and R200 a site.

On Monday, a huge crowd of resi-
dents with placards called on police to
act against the area commilttee
members.

“What we need 1s development in
our area,” said a mother of two who
dad not want to be named. She claimed
she paid R100 to an area committee

member three years ago when she
arrived at the settlement.

She behieved the “corrupt” commit-
tee members should “all belocked up,
because what they dad was wrong” ¢

A man who claimed to be from

— e CORTTV Ty AT ﬁW— -
) o Waoacot Manot ciney

o)
(L)

cany’

d e had paid R100 to anoth-
er area committee member when he
arrived in the settlement looking for a
place to erect his shack a year ago.

A woman, who said she had left
Guguletu four years ago, said she was
promised a plot by a local area com-
mittee member if she paid him R100.

When she could not afford to pay
the amount she was refused access to
the plot and the man visited her home
every week to demand the money.

“Although I was unemployed at the
time I paid it bit by bit untal I finished
the amount,” she said,

Another woman said she and her
mother were told to pay R200 for a site.

Councillor Ntlanganiso said the

men told a community meeting that |

they had demanded the money from
residents to pay for a front-end loader
used tolevel thesites. -

He said he was concerned the con-
troversy might cause conflict among
residents because some of the victims
of the alleged scam were unemploved
and now bore grudges agamnst the area
commuittee members.

Vuyisile Janfjies, a communica-
tion officer for Nyanga Police, said
that after a meeting with a delegation
of Brown’s Farm residents, a special
police unit would be set up to mnvesti-
gate the matter.

Police have asked] all affected resi-
dents to come forward and lay charges

so that a proper mvestigation can take 1 |

place.
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Race storm mars housing plan

NORMAN JOSEPH
WETRO REPORTER

Racism has marred a debate
by City of Cape Town
councillors over the allocation
of houses on a site earmarked
for “Cardboard City” and
Mitchell’s Plain squatters.
Fifty-two of the 81 applicanions
by squatters to the provincial
housing board for subsidies to
buy houses at Montrose Park 1n
Matchell’s Plam were successful
The remaming 29 did not qual-
ify for a subsidy and there were,

| | therefore, still sites available.

It emerged during yesterday’s
council meeting that the housing
commiittee had recommended that
the 29 spare sites be granted to
homeless people from formerly
black local authorities

The council 1s spending about

for ‘Cardboard City, squ
a ARG 3[]2/9

R400 000 from 1ts social develop-

ment fund on the land at the cor-
ner of Highlands and Samantha,
roads in JMontrose near
Lentege ~ dy

An agreement last year
hetween the council and “Card-
board City” squatters (near Gal-
lows Hill m Green Pomt) was that
Montrose Park houses would be
allocated to them and to homeless
people 1 Mitchell's Plain

New National Party council-
iors claimed the move to house
people from formerly black local
suthority areas at Montrose Park
was racist

The African National Con-
gress caucus denied this, saying
the recommendation was based
purely on integraiion

ANC councilor Saleem Mowz-
er said the council was striving to
mmtegrate the municipal area, and

atBe rs

/24

4t this was oneé of the council’s
priorities with the provision of
housing for the homeless
;  New NP councillor Yusuf Wag-
. e told the meeting that 1f the 29
sites were allocated to people
from formerly black local authori-
ty areas, the council would be
labelled racist by the Mitchell’s
Plain public

He said there were many
homeless people living 1n back-
yards and on plots 1n Mitchell’s
Plam who needed houses

New NP councillor Elizabeth
Bantom said that “people on the
List” for housing at Montrose
were from Mitchell’s Plain only,
and that the housing committee’s
decision was “not fair”

Housing commuittee chairman
Whitey Jacobs said he would con-
sult the Mitchell’s Plaim homeless
people about the avallable sites

|
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Some rates go

up, others dip
in shakedown

priscitAsINGE ST 21 I 3 ' =-le

THE city of Cape Town yesterday passed recommendations
for a proposed differentiated rates hike that will see some
homeowners paying higher percentage mcreases than oth-
ers — and some areas even enjoying decreased rates

In a joint Executive Committee and Finance Commit-
tee meeting, 32 areas were presented to city councillors
demarcating the percentage rates increases

The increases come on top of the inflation-related
nine percent,

Residents in Camps Bay will fork out an extra seven per-
cent, Clifton nine percent, Bantry Bay seven percent and
Sea Point, Tamboerskloof and Oranjezicht five percent

At the other end of the scale, residents in Hanover Park,
Beacon Valley, Eastridge and Tafelsig will see a seven per-
cent decrease in their rates, while those living 1n Manen-
berg, Nyanga, Guguletu and Langa will enjoy a five percent
reduction

The new differentiated system is the first of 1ts kind in
South Afnica and was formulated after months of research.
It is designed to correct inequities of the past, especially the
unfairness of the rates system inherited from 1979.

If accepted by the council, the new rates structure will
be mntroduced by July 1 when the city’s budget for the
1999/2000 financial year comes into effect Income gener-
ated by rates payments could total between R750 and
R770 mullion this year, up from R680 million last year

Philip van Ryneveld, executive director of Corporate
Finance, and Mike Parker, the co-ordinator of Rating and
Valuation, proneered the new system with the help of an
Amencan valuations expert, Dick Ward,

The proposed system has been based on sales data
drawn from the Deeds Office and a sophusticated comput-
er-modelling system that enabled officials to demarcate
geographical areas 1n which property values have mcreased
by sumnilar percentages relative to other areas

Pinelands and other areas such as Mandalay will now
also be incorporated into the new rates system, bringing

them 1n line with the rest of the municipality.
Both Van Ryneveld and Parker were pleased with the

outcome of yesterday’s meeting and said the acceptance of

[ -]

32.#1' R AN i

UPS, DOWNS: Mowzer and Van Ryneveld discuss
Bishopscourt’s increase and Hanover Park’s decrease.
PICTURE. DENZIL MAREGELE

the recommendations was a just reward for months of
hard work

The Democratic Party (DP) caucus opposed the imncreas-
es At one stage durmg the meeting, 1t 15 behieved that
councillor Brian Watkins left the room to consult with
Western Cape DP leader Hennie Bester on how the DP
councillors should vote on the proposal

The New National Party accepted the proposal without
grumblings.

City manager Andrew Boraine said the new system was
morally correct and it was legally necessary to go this route

“The new differentiated system 15 based on objective,
scientific data that was generated with the help of an inter-
national expert. We know 1t's going to work,” Boraine said

The city’s exco chairperson Saleem Mowzer said that
the DP’s arguments were “spurtous” and that they did not
give sound reasons for opposing the proposal,

“We have agreed 1n principle to move forward with 1t
and offer the proposal for public comment, We are legally
obhged to implement a differentiated rates increase
system ”

OTumtoPage 3




Housing money row
over council defector

NORMAN JOSEPH &34}

Merro REPORTER

investigating claims that one of its
defectors i the City of Cape Town
council allegedly recerved money
from people as deposits for
housing allocations.

The NNP caucus 1n the city council
has lost councillors Lotise Jansen and
James George to the African National
Congress

The councillors, who hold two of
the e1ght seats 1n Mitchell’s Plain,
crossed the floor during yesterday’s
council meeting and jomed the ranks
of the ANC, the city’s ruling party

NNP caucus leader Clive Justus sawd
his party was probing claims that Ms
Jansen had recerved deposit payments
for houses. In December, the council
failed to prove she had breached the
councillors’ code of conduct 1 connec-
tion with these allegations

Mr Justus claimed that the reason
Ms Jansen had defected to the ANC
was to avoid facing the outcome of the
party’s mvestigations

But Ms Jansen said the NNP’s
claims that she had taken money for
deposits for housing allocations were
«“q 1ot of nonsense” She knew that “a
1ot of bad things” about her would

ARG 2//3/99

emerge when she defected to the ANC

Ms Jansen said she was Very

unhappy at the NNP because of alack
of comradeship among party council-
lors who “gossiped most of the time”

“Pye got nothing agamst the party,
but my colleagues did not support my
projects and work m my commumnity,”
Ms Jansen saxd She represents ward
24 m Woodlands

Referring to Mr George's defection,
the NNP claimed he had been function-
g as an mdividual and not as a party
member m the council

Mr Justus alleged Mr George would
never jom a “black” party such as the
ANC But Mr George denied this, say-
mg hehad been a member of the counl-
c1l’s iterim phase in 1995 and had
worked with black people. A

He sa1d he was fed-up with the New
NP’s in-fightmg and lack of discipline

Mr George said Mr J ustus’s claims
were a lot of nonsense “They have to
say something about my defection

he does not even know me we "

He said he had been a worker 1n
ward C28 in Rocklands and he had
proof to back this claim

The NNP challenged its two former
councillors to resign from their coun-
c1l seats and to fight a by-election, but
both dismissed the call as “a lot of non-
gense”




F

Water cut-offs
start as councﬂ

coffers dry ua]t?

DAN SIMON 0]—- 3 /ﬂ/‘?‘?

THE City of Cape Town this week adopted tnugh new mea-
sures to deal with non-payment for 1ts services — and has
already started disconneching the water supply to dozens of
defaulters’ homes and businesses

Over the next few weeks the council will send out thou-
sands of summeonses, eviction notices and cut-off notices to
ratepayers, home-owners and tenants- It1s hoped many
defaulterswill pay up before any action 1s taken

“We want people to wake up and pay up,” said Kendall
Kaveney, the city council’s director of water and waste

“People who don't pay must realise we'll cut them off *

The water cut-offs, which follow seven-day warmng
notices which must be issued 1n terms of the Water Act,
were introduced last week in terms ofra new credit control

policy adopted by council in June last year,
| Consumers who don’t pay or make alternative arrange-
ments to pay will have their water and electricity services
disconnected until thewr debts are settled

The policy also extendsto council tenarits and hnme-
owners who are In arrears with their rent or housing repay-
ments Here the council will evict defaulters or repossess
and sell their homes in sales of execution to recover debts

Kaveney saxd that over the past week, water cut-offs had
been carried out daily

“We're doing roughly 20 a day m all areas and we're
isstung about 60 cut-off (warning) noticesaday  so far we
have had an 80% reaction to the notices Thus, of course,
varies from houses to businesses to schools *

Previously the city council — which 18 saddled with
arrears in water charges totalling R70 million — simply
reduced the flow of water to the homes and businesses of
defaulters in a bid to exact payment ~

. But drastic measures were called for last year after arrears
n water charges alone jumped from R49 mmllion to R70 mul-
lion by November., Unpaid rates over the past year have also
soated by R60 maliey E R185 muilion

The tcuunml 1s alde
much dating back to,the rent boycott years; and-R45 mul-
lion mn Iepayments on 16 000 homes bought by tenants

' In all, services arrears rose by R116: mllllon_. prompting
the city councﬂ crackdown But Kavénéy said that mn terms
of the Watér Act, the city councu could not arbitrarily cut
off someone’s water supply

“For example, 1f a household has a new-born baby then
we can't cut the water due to health reasons *

The city’s executive director of corporate finance Philip
van Ryneveld said it 1s hoped that with the new approach,
the aty would collect about R100 milhion in service arrears
over the next four months’ o

“Durban, which has a strict cut-off puhcy, has a 98%
payment rate It's not mmpossible to collect over R100 mil-
lion over the next four months Thatisa reahstic target and
that1s what ] am aimmg for *

[
I ———

owed unpaid rentals of R56 mllion,
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Housing on
track agam

NORMAN JDSEPH
METRO REPORTER

The Gg- @w‘t] clpality plans

to provide low-cost housing to all
its shack- dwe]ler e end of
2002. ih C?

Th ave bee violent clashes
between residents and police over the
development of low-cost housing at a
site known as Melrose Place. Allega-
tions of fraud and corruption mvolv-
g several tenders stalled the project,
butnow 1t 1s back on track

Town clerk David Petrus said the
provincial housing board had
approved housmg subsidies of about
R9-million last week for Melrose
Place The board gave the green light
for 823 erven 1n a first phase of devel-
opment, and beneficiaries were
awarded a subsidy of R15 000 each

Those 1n a second phase of 350
erven had a subsidy of R12500 each A
third phase of 100 erven, with a R9 500
subsidy each, will complete. the Mel-
rose Place project, with a tetal 0of 1273
unis <

M? Petrus said that 370 feunda-
tions had been laid on the sitéin the
past10days g
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| R4-m housing
funds ‘missing’
LG Gap)

&
i
1t

-

" ed the housing hoard’s urgent appii-
" cation for Mr Khan's estate tobe
placed under provisional sequestra-

" {10n
Mr Khan told Argus Action he was _

opposing the application for final
sequestration, expected to be heard
next month %

Mr Austin said the subsidy appl- !
cations his department handled i
ncluded mdividual apphicationsas -
well as those for projects or groups of *-
houses m |

Successful apphcations forpro-
jects were paid as the project pro- ___
eressed, but subsidies for mdviduals
were a one-off payment to attorneys
representing the apphicant

A day after the department paid a

cheque for R13,3-million to the attor-
neys nominated by Mr Khan, a semor
icial became suspicious andthe -

L

"

7R 7
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300 lose out in d

U
department subsequently asked the

attorneys for the money back, said
Mr Austin :

“Wejust do not pay such large
sums for mdividual appheations, and
this payout immediately raised eye-
brows,” he said

But it was toolate The atiorneys
had already, disbursed the money
The Officefor Serious Economic
' Offences’is mvestigating ‘

-

_

1

The Provincial Housing Board is trying

s to trace about R4-million still missing
: from a total of R13,3-million paid as

-

. ousing subsidies to a firm of attorneys
i 1997,

%“w_m This means more than 800 ﬁmﬂE% have
rPlots, but no roofs over their heads They are

£

rﬂm.nﬁm for houses that should have been
¥built by now

._._....... L

w.a Although the money was earmarked to
{-be used as subsidies for them, the depart-
. ment says they will not get the money unless
1. lt1srecovered by the department

LI

-~ The money represents 823 subsidies ear-

—_ -

fir

L7 @_
W\MH mﬂ or plots of land Emamm. a Park,

nayelitsha, and the houses that should
have been built on them Although about
R9,25-m1llion has been recovered ~ most of
which was used to pay for the plots — the bal-
ance still 1s unaccounted for

John Austin, deputy director of the

provincial admnistration’s department of
-housing, said his department had paid the

money to attorneys Parker & Mohammed

This was done after developer Sadrick
Khan of Cape Town, who trades as BDS
Developers, applied for 1t on behalf of 823
mdividuals

The Cape High Court has since grant-
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‘WE ARE BEING DRIVEN INTO FIGHTING’

Clashes over

l i
b T T

THREE YEARS AGO shack dwellers i Nyanga were promised
homes. The homes have not matenalised. Now their shacks
have been demolished ERIC NTABAZALILA reports.

looming 1o Nyanga after a
group of shack dwellers whose

shacks were demolished by pohice
on Monday started rebuilding
them yesterday

Residents of the newly formed
Eyethu squatter camp, who come
from the backyards of Mau-Mau
township m Nyanga East, first
marched to the police station yes-
terday to warn the police not to
involve themselves in any future
demolition of the squatter camp

On Monday, after their shacks
were demolished, they went to
dump rubbish 1n front of council-
lor Nomfus1 Mqikela’s house,
which 1s being guarded by police.

“We don't want what hap-
pened 11 Crossroads to happen
here, but we are being daven into
fighting as the police started
destroying our materials wathout

m_mma_zm over housing is

even explaining to us why our
shacks were demolished We are
not moving anywhere even if they
come bach to destroy these shacks
again We will sleep here,” a resi-
dent said.

He did not want to be 1dentified
as he feared being victimised.

“We are not being difficult or
trying to cause any trouble We are
just asking for what we were
promised i 1996 by our counc* |
lors who can’t even come to-
now, “ he said.

Mgqikela said she was afraid thac
fighting might break out as the
group of about 100 squatters had
started provoking people.

“It 15 true that we promised
them houses but this 1s 2 process
We have tosecure funds first. Their
problem 1s they don‘t want to wait.

“We called them to a meeting
on Sunday and they refused to hs-

homes feared

=T _.nL w.fn_ﬂ

ten to us as we tried to explain the
process to them We tried to
explain to them that it was council
land earmarked for houses So we
sent city council officaals to demol-
ish those shacks After that they
came to dump their rubbish in
front of my house,” she said.

Last year, after continuous
flghting between groups over
housing development in Cross-
roads, the Cape Town City Council
released a report alleging weapons
were being stockpiled in Cross-
roads and warlords were planning
a comeback in time for this year’s
elechon

The report said the primary
cause of the violence in Crossroads

and Philippi was “political intoler- -

ance between parties, organisa-
tions and individuals”, and “these
differences were exploited by cnm-
inals elements which exacerbated
the situation”

Len Khalane of the Urban Mon-
itoring Awarerntess Commuttee told
the Cape Times yesterday that his
organisation was “deeply con-

NEWS

| alL

cemed ut the opng situ-
ation in Nyanga, and had invited
disgruntled residents to meet his
commuttee today

“We want to meet the squatters
and try to open a dialogue between
the two groups We believe dia-
logue offers the only solution to
this problem. Without 1t, we could
see a bloodbath sunilar to the one
in Crossroads,” he said.

His committee would try to
meet all the parties involved before
Friday to speed up the dialogue -

Maqikela said when she started
campaigning to be a councilior her
concern had been the housing
problem in Nyanga. She said that
at a meeting with the residents it
had been decided that the fleld
along Lansdowne Road would be
required to build houses for Nyan-
ga backyard residents

Mqikela sa1d she would organ-
ise a meeting wath councillors from
the Cape Town City Council at
which they would discuss what
they could do to defuse the poten-
tial fighting in the area.

C

C

m _

J WEDNESDAY, FEX
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WE WON'T MOVE: Former Mau-Mau backyard residents, whose shacks were demolished on Monday after they built
on a field earmarked for houses,-started rebuilding vesterday and have vowed notto move  PICTURE. DENZIL MAREGELE
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'WE ARE BEING DRIVEN INTO FIGHTING’

Clashes over homes feared

THREE YEARS AGO shack dwellers in Nyanga were promised
homes. The homes have not materialised. Now their shacks

have been demolished. ERIC NTABAZALILA reports.

looming 1n Nyanga after a
group of shack dwellers whose
shacks were demolished by police
on Monday started rebuilding
them yesterday
Residents of the newly formed
Eyethu squatter camp, who come
from the backyards of Mau-Mau
township 1n Nyanga East, first
marched to the police station yes-
terday to warn the police not to
iInvolve themselves 1n any future
demolition of the squatter camp
On Monday, after their shacks
were demolished, they went to
dump rubbish 1nt front of council-
lor Nomfusi Mqikela’s house,
which 1s being guarded by pohce
“We don’t want what hap-
pened i Crossroads to happen
here, but we are being driven into
fighting as the police started
destroying our materials without

FIGHTING over housing 1s

even explaining to us why our
shacks were demolished We are
not moving anywhere even if they
come back to destroy these shacks
again We will sleep here,” a resi-
dent said

He did not want to be identified
as he feared being victmised

“We are not being difficult or
trying to cause any trouble We are
just asking for what we were
promised 11 1996 by our council-
lors who can’t even come to us
now, “ he said

Maqikela said she was afraid that
fighting might break out as the
group of about 100 squatters had
started provoking people

“It 1s true that we promised
them houses but this 1s a process
We have to secure funds first Thenr
problem 1s they don’t want to want

“We called them to a meeting
on Sunday and they refused to lis-
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ten to us as we tried to explan the
process to them We tried to
explan to them that 1t was council
land earmarked for houses So we
sent city council officials to demol-
ish those shacks After that they
came to dump their rubbish in
front of my house,” she said

Last year, after continuous
fighting between groups over
housing development 1n Cross-
roads, the Cape Town City Council
released a report alleging weapons
were being stockpiled in Cross-
roads and warlords were planning
a comeback 1n time for this year’s
election

The report said the primary
cause of the violence m Crossroads
and Phulipp1 was “political mtoler-
ance between parties, organisa-
trons and individuals”, and “these
differences were exploited by crnim-
mals elements which exacerbated
the situation”

Len Khalane of the Urban Mon-
itoring Awareness Commuttee told
the Cape Times yesterday that his
organisation was “deeply con-

(1au
cerned™ about the déveloping situ-

ation 1n Nyanga, and had invited
disgruntled residents to meet his
comrmittee today -

“We want to meet the squatters
and try to open a dialogue beiween
the two groups We believe dia-
logue offers the only solution to
this problem Without 1t, we could
see a bloodbath simular to the one
m Crossroads,” he said

His committee would try to
meet all the parties involved before
Friday to speed up the dialogue

Mgqikela said when she started
campaigning to be a councillor her
concern had been the housing
problem 1n Nyanga She said that
at a meeting with the residents it
had been decided that the field
along Lansdowne Road would be
requured to build houses for Nyan-
ga backyard residents

Maqikela said she would organ-
15¢ 2 meeting with councillors from
the Cape Town City Council at
which they would discuss what
they could do to defuse the poten-
tal fighting 1n the area
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Gity hides

names of

15 may have uné;gald bills
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NORMAN JOSEPH Van Rhyneveld said that “questions
STAFF RePORTER' have been asked” and that the council had
been monitormg the 1ssue.

Eight Cape Town city councillors are
in arrears with municipal accounts,
says the council. But insiders believe
at least 15 have not paid bhills for
electricity, water and refuse removal.

After repeated questioning, the c1ty
council yesterday refused to reveal the
names of the non-payers and their political
affiliations, keeping this information a
closely guarded secret even from party
chief whips within the council.

In October, 31 councillors were 1n
arrears, some of them for as long as 18
months, but 23 had since paid up, saxd a
council spukesman yesterd ay

A cauncillor, whose post is not consid-
ered a full-time one, gets an allowance of
R3 632 amonth

This goes up if he or she becomes a
member of the executive commitiee,

Approached for comment, corporate
finance director Philip van Rhyneveld said
the eight councillors’ arrears did not
exceed three months

“We completed a thorough investiga-
tion at the end of December and found no
cuuncﬂlurs In arrears by more than three
mon e " L LY

He sald there might be councillors 1n
arrears by one or two months. “We have to
take action if they are mn arrears, but at the
morment there 1s no cause for concern.”

-
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All 74 City of Cape Town councillors
recently received a circular letter warning
them not to get mto arrears with muneipal
accounts.

Democratic Party councilior Brian
Watkyns said he had forwarded questions
to the council to clarify the position.

Mr Watkyns said councillors should be
above reproach and set an example to com-
munities, especially in the laght of the
Masakhane campaign.

The law was clear. when a councitlor
Was 1n arrears, a process had to be followed
by the council, and the individual should
then leave the council,

“That is why I asked the council several
questions regardmng the 1ssue and I am stll
awalting answers from them,” said Mr
Waikyns. ‘

New National Party chief whip Clive
Justus said: “We raised the 1ssue last
month and were assured that no councillor
Was In arrears.

“We have no details of who are in
arrears.”

But he agreed that the law should take
1ts course m respect of any councillors who
Were 1n arrears.

African National Congress chief whip
Saleem Mowzer said he was not'aware of
any counctllor i arrears with municipal
accounts,
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housing Gut R5.9-bn
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. POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

o, smB%cutm the allocation for devel:
~, R ~ opment promotion and a 25% reduc-
The Western Cape housing 1001 11 settlement assistance, a pro-

‘ budget is to drop by 12% or wnramme funded by central govern-
R5,9-million to R43,7-mailion. ent conditional grants for settle-
This 1s according 1o pudget estﬁ\ ment of squatters by local authori-
mates of revenue and spendmgmtws The housing management bud-
tabled in the provincial Jepislatirepnget 18 to go down by 6,1% to
+ +g comncide with Finance Minister V) R13,8-million,
Leon Markovitz’s maiden budget®y  But withmn the overall 12% bud-
speech. et cut for housing1s an mcrease of
The housmg budget cut mcludes %48 o, or R688 000 for project execution
10,85% reduction mthe budget foreh\ and 3,2% or R453 000 for professional
the office of the provincial mmister, &and technical services |
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Nyanga siifatiers

FATIMA SCHROEDER

THE City of Cape Town yesterday
broke down scores of shacks on
municipal property in Nyanga in
preparation for a development pro-
ject — a move that ended 1n violent
clashes between the resident squatters
and police ,

Police opened fire with rubber bul-
lets and teargas on the squatters after
they stoned several vehicles and toyi-
toyied m protest at their shacks being
demolished

Council workers were sent to the
area for about three hours to break
down about 70 shacks occupying
land meant for the Lansdowne-
Wetton corndor project The project,
to build a link road from Wetton to
Philippy, as well as business parks and
housing, 1s due to start 1n July or
August

One woman suffered a leg Injury
and several cars were damaged in the
violent clash, said police Spokesper-
son Nina Kirsten, Later, a policeman

[
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fered an epileptic fit, she said Both
were hospitalised

Counait spokesperson Leonora de
Souza said 1t was “unfortunate” that a
“small grouping” was rying 1ts best to
ruin a project from which all could
benefit,

“We know that we have a corrupt
housing system We understand the
frustrations and we know the pains
We are trymng our best as a Qty

“But many people will benefit
from this project 1n terms of Job cre-
ation,” she said

De Souza added that the counci]
had decided to be strict concerning
land invasions — and not to make
€xcepuons for anyone

“We've been very hard on land
Invasion If we're going to do thus,
we're going to be doing 1t equally
everywhere We are not going to
make an exception for such a small
grouping,” she sard

Meanwhile, Nyanga councillor
Swelinzima Hlazo of the ANC 1s
under guard after bemg threatened by
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IN CONFLIC

Spokesperson said the city takes a hard line against land invasions

the squatters yesterday — a develop-
ment that he said was a “political
game” that went far beyond the 1ssue
of housing

“I can assure you, this 1s political

It has nothing to do with housing,”
Hlazo said, adding that he believed
that a small group wanted to under-
mine the ANC and cnipple 1ts elechon
campaign later this year.

T: An angry squatter clashes with police as council workers break down his shack in Nyanga A council

PICTURE: JACK LESTRADE

Hlazo saxd another Nyanga coun-
ctllor, Nomfufi Mqikela, feared for her
family’s safety after she was also
threatened during the clashes
yesterday
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By Joshua Raboroko

THE Gauteng government 1s to spent
R150 milkion to regenerate inner cities
and revive standards in the wake of
apartheid.

Delivering his closing address to
the Legislative Assembly, Gauteng
Premier Mathole Motshegka said that
a steermng committee and three task
teams had been established to plan and
finance city centres and to curb crime
in them

The province was working with the

" Department cm Environmental Affairs
and Tourism to clean up the cities, he
said Inner-city regeneration was on

- .

Gauteng to spend R150-m to

revive fla

COULSE

Motshegka satd more than 10 local
authonties, mncluding the Greater
Johannesburg Metropolitan Council,
had already accepted “community yus-
tice programmes”’.

These local authorities,- he said,
were developing proposals for the
establishment of municipal and met-

®
ropolitan \ﬁmm ¢ dan EﬁEE

community courts. These mﬁznﬁﬁmm
would be reinforced by community
policing forums and street and block
committees, To prevent the develop-
ment of kangaroo courts, the forums
would be charged with the responsi-
bility of mmﬁdrm_ﬁﬁm EE mEa:._m
communities . .

:Eﬁ.

. -
v embers of all these structures
will be drawn from and be account-
able to the communities they serve
They will also be trained and faml-
1arised with the human rights culture
to ensure that justice prevails ”
To remnforce these efforts, modern

police stations have been bmiit 1n Ivory
Park on the East Rand and in Diep-

kloof 1n Soweto A pilot project will
be started 1n Khayalami in Midrand

The province has also appotnted a
comnusston to ensure that taxy. Ec-
lence 1s brought to an end S

Another commnussion has wmmn
appointed to launch a massive plan to
address management and security
problems at hospitals, Motshegka
said - F
The province’s varions depart-
ments had provided water and houses
to three miflion people, connected
electricity to two million households,
bult 500 new climics and; provided
telephone lines to more than three nul-
lion people, the premer sard
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Muizenberg

at long las

R30-m project

SPECYL. COSRESPONDENT

Vrygrond in Mmzenberg, the
oldest known mformal housing
settlement in the country -
dating back to 1941 - is to be
developed into a forms! suburb
with formal honsing by
developers Ubuntu Home
Builders

The more than R30-muilion pro-
Ject has taken more than seven years
to come off the drawing board - 1t
has been designed and redesigned
three times to satisfy both the com-
mumty and the Provincial Housing
Development Board

Wynberg»..

Houses for
Vrygrond -

ARl bl4199

b

Most of the cost of the develop-
ment will be borme by national hous-
Ing subsidtes

It took yearsto get the majority of
the fractious Vrygrond community
together to reach consensus

To this end the Vrygrond Com-
munity Bevelopment Trust was
formed.

About two years ago Vrygrond
became the responsibility of the
South Peninsula Municipahty,
which inherited the area from the
Cape Town Mun:cipality

One of the prime movers behind
the scenes has been the south’s
Director of Housing, Hans Smit, who
brought Vrygrond with him when

Sex m:% Umox on the agenda

Srecial. CORRESPONDENT

It’s back to the drawing board
for the South Penmsnla and its
battle to deal with the
contentious issue of the Wynberg
5ex, shop

At the centre of the battle 15 the
the aduit shop In X-Cess, m Man
Road, Wynberg, winch is ovmed by
Brian Du Plessis

It’s the first sex shop application
to come before the South Peninsula
Counecil and is berng vehemently
opposed by the Concerned Citizens
Against Pornography and Standing
Together Apainst Pornography
groups, schools and religious organ:-

. “HEE

After Mr Du Plessis’s application
was successful last year, 1t was
found that he had a crimmnal record
and his licence was revoked Ina
submission to the executive last
month his lJawyer Johannes Spamer
argiied that Mr Du Plessis"s crimunal
record was more than 17 years old
and he had paid his debt to society

Mr Spamer sard that m terms of
the Business Act, the counci did not
exercise discretion m this regard
and was obliged to issue the licence.

The 1ssue of Mr Du Plessis’s
licence was referred back to the
€xecutive committee.

However, 1t 15 believed that g
face-to-face meeting between Mr Du
Plessis and the executive will follow
before afinal decision i1s taken.
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Manenberyg .

Two men who know
P& Where it's happening
NG

EEAUREGART TROMP
STAF REFORTER

Manenberg has often been touted

W&  asa gangland where no-one is

ey safpe to walk the streets and

‘everyone lives in complicity wath |
1 gangsiers

But few people realise that the

{ suburb houses a predominately

warking class where gangsterism 15

*} just one of the problems the society

-
"%l faces.

For many, a2 more pressing prob-

=} lemisthe60% unemployment rate

. Twomen who know all too well

-~ 1 about theravages that the commum

Houses for all residents of Vrygrond - the oldest known trformal settlement in the country — wili 5000 receive proper houses

he moved from Cape Town to the
south. He has nine thick volumes of
documents on Vryprond stored in
his office

Ubuntuy, a black empowerment
company, was given the job aftera
lengthy tender and selection
process .

The company was the lowest ten
derer for the earthworks and civil
engineering services at just more

‘Neighbourhood
choticeboard

PR ARSI ARERTEDRN ST

L

than R13-m1hon, and was also the
only tenderer to meet the require-
ments for a 24m? top struchire on an
average plot si1ze of 198m*

At last week's monthly South
Peninsula Council meeting, the
bona fides of Ubuntu were gues-
tioned Chairman of engineering
services Deon Kruse said he had
been the chairman of the meeting at
which the tender was accepted by

end of this month, Sections ofthe ., wAll be acoommodated during

road will be elosed between 8.30am
and 4pm, except for the sectlan of )
Buck Road between ard and dth "~
Avenues which will be closed to  ~*

_ traffic for about two weeks. i

the Vrygrond Trust, representatives
of the national civics orpanisation

Sanco, the Provincial Housing
Development Board and council offi-
clals,

“Everyone agreed that to house
more than 1 600 families 15 a major
achlevement by this eomnedl o a rel-
atively short spaceof ime.

The Vrygrond tender was unani
mously passed by the eouncil.
5t -~ J..uuq.__lw....__: I f#ﬂ.ﬂﬁ
construction but it may be »e m
necessary at times toelocate these _
services to ESE«EEEBHE. S

" 1
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Cape Metropole: TheCape -+ 1

> - N L4 2
Muizenberg/Pefican Park: The ~ Residents’accesswillbeopen. 7 wpooo nonle o8 208
South Peninsula Municipahty has . . Information on the transportation
appointed consultants to preparea Wynberg: There will be ¢~ of people who are not mobile
growth management strategy to temporary holding faciibtesfor ;  ‘within its area. The information
guade future development and taxis n Piers Road and Rosmead will be used in the formulation of o
allocation of resources 1n the sreg. Avenue dunng eonstruction of the policies and strategiesfor -
People wanting to be mvoived m Ra-milifon Wynberg Transport * incorperation mn the “Maving .,
ting study should contact Francis Interchange, The roads affected are Aliead” Integrated Tramsport Plan,
Curre at the South Peninsuia Morom, Station and Maynard  * **:~ Contact Nicale Schuin of Gibb
Mumecipality, Private Bag X5, Roads. »¢ Afriea, 14 Kloof Street, Cape Town,
Plumstead 7801 or e-mail 801, phone 469 8189 or fax 424 1388,
fourre@CTCC gov za. Mowbray: Construction on the ~ -

whray Transport Interchange, B This column, as a serviceto
Grassy Park. The repair of 5th which meludes toilets, passenger readers of the Cape Argus,
Avenue between Atkins Roadand  ghelters, an wmformation centre, a occasionally puhlishes simplified
Strandfontein Road and Buck +  covered walkway and a bridge versions of major applications for
Avenue between 5th Avenue and across the ravway line, has . rezonings and removalof
Klip Road will be completed by the  started. Bus and fax operations restrichons. nr .

£

{ tyofManenberg has suffered are

Faght Johnson and Owen Munro

Since themr mgh school days, the
payr have been part of the struggle
for the social upliftment of the
commumty who they refer toas “our
people”

In the past few years the lack of
coheslon 1n the community has been
evident. When a peace rally was held
less than 10 years back about 10009
people took part. For a similar event
last year, less than 500 people turned
up.

The two started out as politieally
motivated students fighting an
oppressaave remme, and then became
founder members of an anti erime
forum, which has now mushroomed
into the Western Cape Anti Crime
Forum.

They have abandoned the idea of
trying to negotiate with gangsters
and are devoting themselves to the

£Tassroots movement.
“We decided to devote our bme to

« {r¥ying to save our young peopie

rather than to negotiating with
gangsters,” said Mr Munro

About exght years ago the idea of
pulling the community of Manen
berg together bore fruit when the

-*  Manenberg Peoples’ Centre (MPC)

was founded.

With no fuindrng available from
South Afirica, the centre was spon-
sored mostly by overseas donors

As you walk into the busthingcen
fre, with chuldren of all ages hanging
around, you are greeted by a plaque
which reads “Manenberg Peoples
Centre opened March 1, 1991 by the

«  peopleof Manenberg”

and nohces to Jenny Veall
at 488 418 foor 488 4075 or e-mail
nhood@cinundeperdent co.za

The centre runs a daily kitchen
where people can buy a plate of food
for 25c Activities such as karate,
music and DJ ing are offered.

The mam focus now is on 1ob cre-
aton, which the executive feels
addresses the most pressimg needs of
the people Two weeks ago about
30 pupils graduated from a cormnputer
cowrse run from the centre.

The MPC plans to open a panel
beating and spraypainting work-
shop, a printing workshop, cooking,
tourism and a hairdressing school

The workshops will be rn 11 col
laboration with recognised organ
sations n their respective fields

“We are very excited about the
projects,” said Mr Johnson.

“In the past we had tourists com-
ing here with other people showing
them around Tourists want to see
the reality of the Cape Flats and we
want our own people to show them
around so that the money stays in
the commumnity,” he saxd.

The MPC mtends revitalising the
tradition of court and street commuit
tees,

“What we want to do 1s to have
people start talking to each other
agam. One of our members, Faldilah
de Vries, orgamsed a kxds’ party in
her block of flats the other day That
was the first time anyone had
thrown a pariy there asfar as 1 can
remember,” said Mr Munro

The hope 15 that, throngh social
events, people will reciaim their
suburb

romy
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Dassenberg housing

given i

ANC vows to D

Provincal planning minister
Michael Lows’s controversial
approval of the Dassenberg
farm development at Sun
Valley has been unanmimously
supported by the province’s
Planning Advisory Board.

This was disclosed by Mr
Louis 1n his response Lo strong
criticism by the environmental
lobby and the African National
Congress of his decision to over-
rule the South Peninsula Munici-
pality and allow 170 housing units
on the farm — which borders the
new Cape Peninsula National
Park

ANC MP Jannie Momberg,
whose constitueney includes
Noordhoek and Sun Valley, said
“That area 1s much too beautiful
to pack with houses We totally
support the conservationists and
others who are opposed to this

“T will be 1n touch with Nevilie
Riley (chairman of the South
Peninsula Municipality’s plan-
ning committee) and we will do
everything we can to support
them, even 1f 1t means giving
financial support for a court
case.”

Mr Louis said he had twice vis-
1ted the site and had been advised
and mformed by “a wide range of
competent, professional people”

e grgen Ii% t
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These had inciuded staff of the
provincial directorates of trans-
port, planning services, and land
use management, as well as the
Planning Advisory Board

“They all supported the devel-
opment stibject to various condl-
tions,” he said

During a meeting with envi-
ronmentalists after making his
decision, Mr Louis was chal-
lenged to name those who had
supported his decision

They were environmental sci-
entist Neal Carter, land surveyor
Ken Baard, engineer and chair-
man of the Table Mountain Aerial
Cableway Company Louis de
Waal, town and regional planner
Derek Chittenden, architect
Trudil Groenewald, and lawyer
Michael Radomsky

The chairman of the board 1s
Christo Kannenberg, who heads
the Cape Town company The
Planning Partnership Mr Kan-
nenberg recused himself from the

decision about Dassenherg
because his company was respon-
s1ble for submitting the failed
rezoning application to the South
Peninsula Municipality, and the
subsequent appeal to Mr Louis,
on behalf of the owner

Mr Lows also said that all the
comments relating to the develop-
ment were.documented and could
be seen by all affected{parties.

“The final number of umis will
have to be determined by the
South Peninsula Municipality,
based on the outcome of the envi-
ronmental management
plan/programme

“It 18 1mportant to note that a
detailed site development plan, a
revised layout plan, with a sensl-
tively designed development as
well as building platforms for
each of these units, must be sub-
mitted to council for approval

“The final say 1n regard to the
proposed development - mmclud-
ing the number of units ~ there-
fore rests with the South Peninsu-
la Municipality ”

But this 1s disputed by the
environmental lobby, which has

legal advice that Mr Louis’s decl--

s10n 18 now functus officio —1n
other words, 1t stands and can
only be overturned by a court of
law

|




NEWS

EATIMA SCHROEDER

New rates a step in right @Wmoﬁo? says exco head

Atlantic
Seaboard |,

These percentage increases are not the actual
amounts that will be payable if this proposal
is accepted The actual increase will be the
average rates increase announced in the
Councll’s budget in May - expected fo be an
inflation-linked figure - plus or minus the
percentage shown in the mop

.e.g. IFyou live in Chifton your rates will go up
by the average increase plus 9%, and if you
Iive m parts of Mitchells Plaun your rates will
go up by the average, minus7%

3K In these areas,
there are no

valuahons and
interim Community
Service Charges

are levied. -, False Bay Coast

& -1
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and JUDY DAMON

THE City of Cape Town presented its new rates system
to residents’ associations, civic organisations and mem-
bers of the public at a meetmg last night
The new system, announced on March 26, was
designed with the aim of correcting the mequities of
the previous rates system, established in 1979
“We are aware that the system does not bring about
equuty and fairness, but it 1s an mntenm process and 1t 18
a start 1n bringing about equitv and {airness,” said
counci exco chairperson Salcem Mowzer
Until now, most rates have been set against a valua-
tion roll done 1n 1979 Property 1 Pinelands was set
against a 1988 valuation roll, areas that fell under the
old Regtonal Services Council had a roll based on 1974
values, and areas that fell under the Black Local Author-
1ties Act have never been valued for property tax
In 1997 the council resolved to prepare a new valua-
tion roll based on the market value of land Smce then,
the counail has reconsidered a land-only evaluation
The new system will see some home-owners 1n the
mumcipality’s 32 areas paying higher increases than
others, and residents of other areas getting extra money
in thewr pockets with decreased rates
Residents of Camps Bay will have to fork out seven
percent more, Clifton restdents nine percent, Bantry
Bay residents seven percent, and Sea Point, Tamboer-
skloof and Oranjezeicht residents an extra five percent
However, those in Hanover Park, Eastridge, Beacon
Valley and Tafelsig will pay seven percent less, and
those 1n Manenberg, Nyanga, Guguletu and Langa can
look forward to a five percent reduction
If accepted by the counci}, the new system will be
« mtroduced on july 1 , :




Delft gets new

housmg ro| ect

VIANDLA MINYAKAMA iau

THE launch of the Wesbank Housing Development
Project in Delft yesterday was not motivated by the
national election, Western Cape Housing MEC Cecﬂ
Herandien said

“It's not because of the coming elections We had
this inrtiative for a iong time,” he said, handing over ;
the keys to Delft residents who moved mnto the first 60

1 ed for people 1n the Oostenberg municipal area

There are two houses — each equipped with a bath
and a toilet'— per plot to save land

In the near future, 20 houses will be bwilt each day

Schalk Vorster, of project managers BKS, said the
project was valued at R120 million He said R92m came
from the government's housing subsidies

The mutiative was aimed at making houses available
to poor people, most of whom were on the waiting hist
of the Oostenberg mumcipality area, he said

They would try to house all people who were on
this hst, he added

In spite of the problems of cracks and damp
which other Delft residents experenced n the past,
Herandien said he was pleased with the quality of
the houses
« "This 1s a very good example and people here are
satisfied with 1t,” he said

He also urged residents from the area to stop criti-
cising murtiatives by the housing board

“People out there should stop criticising the
change

“They must come and see how grateful the benefi-
ciaries of these houses are,” he said

David Reed, one of the Delft residents who received
the keys to his house, said he was overwhelmed to
have hus own brick house after iving in a one-roomed
shack for many years

“I really feel good and satisfied to get my own
house | praise and thank our government for helping
us I hope to live a happy life with my family in the
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houses of the 5 500 two-bedroom homes to be provid- [6
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FUTURE UNLOCKED: David Reed {nght) gets the
keys to his new house from Westermn Cape Housmg
MEC Cecil Herandien.  PICTURE MANDLA MNYAKAMA

coming years,” he said
Other residents in the area also expressed their grat-
1tude for the project ;

Oostenberg municipality housing director Cecil
Africa said the project set the pace for other murucipai-
1ttes n the province

He urged those who had not yet registered their
applications for the Oostenberg integrated housing
walting-list, to do so

Africa also asked those who moved out of the area
after registration to contact his department

In the past few years, Western Cape residents who
claimed to have had their names on the Provincial
Housing Board's waiting lists for many years 1illegally
occupied houses from other projects in the area

Other residents were conned by people who
demanded hundreds of rands in return for guaranteed
housing
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Thir'sty work: Frances Salie, left, leads residents during a sit-in at the Bonteheuwel rent office to protest aganst water cuts

Water supply ¢

CHANTEL ERFORT
STAFF REPDRTER

“Put our taps on now!” This 1s
the demand of more than 50
Bonicheuwel families who have
had the water supply to their
homes cut off.

Men, women and children yes-
terday. staged a sit-1n at the Bonte-
heuwel rent office 1n response to
the council’s decision to cut off the
water supply to homes where resi-
dents were 1n arrears with their
water bills

Although the cost of the first

10Kkl of water consumed 1s equiva-
lent to that of the cost of three tins

of cool drink, some residents are
already 1m arrears by tp to R5 000

WhenCemé élexpressed out-

rage at water cuts in other areas,
council officials said they had been
warned to pay up or make an
arrangement with local officials

But South African Civics
Organisation representative Yusuf
Cassiem said the main problem
was the manner m which the water
was cut He said neither residents
nor local ward councillors were
informed of the decision to cut the
water supply, nor did officials
implement what is referred to as
the trickle system

Bonteheuwel resident Frances
Salie said her water supply had
been cut, despite her having made
an arrangement to pay arrears

She said she was late 1n paying

Sp

ark sit-in

s 2

her mostrecent msra]j

The residents are also con-
cerned that bemg without water 18
unhealthy

Mr Cassiem said “The councu
thinks they’re solving problems,
but they're just creating a bigger
one —a health problem ”

Tygerberg municipal
spokesman Hugo Steenberg said
the council would not back down
on 1ts decision as residents had
been given fair warning

“People are given months to pay
and they only wake up on the day
their water 1s cut. We appreciate
some people don’t have the money,
but that 18 why we tell them they
must come to us and make arrange-
ments to pay off their debts ”




- City’s ‘rough and

réady’ rates p an

JENNY VIALL Qa L|.) because 1t d1

STAFF REPORTER account that property values
Imcreased much more 1 some

The new differentiated rates areas than others In some

system proposed for the areas, property values had

Cape Town municipahty is tripled in value, m others, they

not perfect, but it does begin  had gonhe up 30 times

to address inequaties of the The new system hags pegeed

old system, says a council 1mcreases 1n such areas as

finance chief. Clifton at the average mcrease

Philip van Ryneveld, the
city’s executive director of cor-
porate finance, was addressing
a meeting last night of repre-
sentatives of residents’ and
CIVI1C associations

The civic centre briefing
was part of the council’s
process of consultation on the
new rates system,

Under the new system, a
general rates increase will be
announced, In each area rate-
payers will then either get a dis-
count or pay a premium on this
amount, depending on the
value of property 1n the area

Mr Van Ryneveld said the
old system of a fixed imcrease

for .all;.areas was unfayr, .

FT‘ TI!|I i

(to be decided m May) plus 9%

Other areas - parts of Mit-
chell’s Plam, for example— will
rise by the average minus-7%.

These figures will apply
both for this finanecial year and
the 2000/2001 financial year

It 15 an 1nterim measure
until a metropolitan-wide rates
system 1s implemented 1m 2001,
based on anew valuation roll

“It’s not a perfect solution,
1t’s a rough-and-ready solu-
tion,” Mr Van Ryneveld told
the meeting, “but there 1s gen-
eral consistency

In drawing up the figures for
broperty rates mecreases, house
sales over a period of 20 years in
all areas were looked at
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Rates shock for southern

Constantia and Tokai hit hard but most get good news

JENNY VIALL
STaF REPORTER

-t

Property owners 1n Constantia
and Tokai face hefty rates
mcreases when the South
Pemnsula Municipality
announces its annual budget
next month.

And on top of the mmumﬁmh rates
ncrease, they will pay an additronal
13,5%

So, if th1s year’s general increase
15 sinilar to the 19% of last year, peo-
ple mn Constantia and Tokax will face
a 32,5% rates increase,

But there 1s good news for virtu-
ally everybody else 1n the South
Pemnsula.

Property owners 1n Refreat will
pay the general 1ncrease, mmus
3,76%, those m Plumstead the gener-
al inerease, minus 2,86%, and those
m Muizenberg the general increase,
mnus 1,63%

Most in the area will pay the gen-
eral increase, mmus a small percent

C

age, but those mm up-market areas
face paying more Those in Hout Bay
will be charged the general increase,
plus 3,19%, and 1n Llandudno the
general ncrease, plus 2.53%

The proposed differentiated
increases are aimed at addressmmg
discrepancies in the basis on whach
rates have been levied,

The municipality inherited 18 dif:
ferent area valuation rolls when it
was established 1n 1996, resulting 1n
discrepancies in rates levied 1n all
its areas.

Thus means that property owners
1n areas like Grassy Park paid high-
errates than those 1n Constantia

And this apparent unfairness
was compounded every time the
rates were increased by the same
percentage across the whole South
Peninsnla,

The proposed new system, sumi-
lar to one being introduced 1n the
Cape Town Municipal area, has
been caleulated by using existing
general valuation rolis for all the

C C

areas, says Fiona Ogle, Valuations
and Rating Co-ordinator for the
South Peninsuia Municipality

The old Cape Town areas were
then further broken down mto sub-
areas, and rates levied for the
1999/2000 financial year based on
exisimg valuabion rolls,

“We combined the rates and ser-
vices for each maividual general val-
uation area to achieve a uniform
base,” she said. “We have adjusted
the rates and services paud in 1¢43/99
by usmng an index that has been cre-
ated out of a number of factors,
meluding the 1997 _mbn.n% de.m
tion exercise.

“This creates a .u&.mwmﬂnmﬂnu 1
the uﬂmm and services base for
1908/09

The general percentage Increase
would be determined by whatever
mflation increase was reguared to
balance the 1999/2000 budget.

The South Peminsula Municipal;
ty will also introdizee uniformity m
service charges for sewers, and for

refuse collechon 1n all areas

The long-term solution to resolv-
ing the discrepancies in rates
between different areas willbea
metropole-wide valuation, which
will be done once a uni-city is
formed i two years.

Property owners in the South
Pennsula have been asked to com-
ment on these proposals before
May 30

B Meanwhile Tygerberg and
Blaauwberg municipalities have not
vet decided how their annual rates
increases will be levied.

Gebrge Van Schalkwyk, head of
Finance for Blaauwberg, said his
councl was investigating a differen-
tial system, but he didn’t expect
there to be major shifts in rates
INCreases

The councii would make a finai
decision at 1ts meeting on May 24.

A Tygerberg spokesman also con-
firmed that the municipahty had not
decided on a system of increases for
the next finaneial year
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Municipality will determine how many houses built at Dassenberg, says minister

Western Cape Planming Mimister
Michael Lows has siven an
assurance that the South
Penimsula Mumcapahty (SPM)
wiil determune how many houses
can be developed on Dassenberg
farm at Noordhoek.

Mr Louts also said he had not dis
regarded the advice of his Planning
Advisory Board (PAB) but had put
more restrictions on his approval
than had been recommended by the
board

He stressed he had not approved
the developer’s proposed layout for
176 houses asthe apphication had
been approved subject to numerous
amendments - including SPM
approval of a detailed site develop
ment plan of up to 170 units

Nor had he attempted to mislead
anyone 1n his comments about the
1Ssue in 3 letter to the media

“It was a sensitive application
Ido respect the PAB’s recommenda
tions and 1n this mnstance I knew I
went even more stringent than they
advised me to be,” Mr Lowis saxd,

“I didn t reject anything that the
PAB said (and)I haven't been ms
leading the pubhc *

His comments came in a compre-
hensive interview with the Cape
Argus about his controversial deer-
slon to uphold an appeal for rezon-
Ing of the Dassenberg property for
single residential development.

The interview was attended by
semor provineial plannming officials

The rezoning application for
Dassenberg was rejected by the SPM
- a decision supported by the Cape
Metropolitan Council, conservation
groups and SA National Parks (for-
merly the National Parks Board)

Asked to explain why he had
upheld the developer's appeal i the
face of decistons taken by demaocrati-
cally elected local mstitutions My
Louus said he had been under a legal
obligation to consider the matter

JOHK
1HD

ENVIRONMENTWRITER: -

“Ican’t tell you how many times
I've gone through this Dassenberg
document Ilookedatit seriously
1don’t take any application lightly
At the end of the day I need to look at
the owner’s legal rghts as well.

“l1think 1 this country we need
leaders that make decisions that are
sontetimes not popular decisions
because of the lepalities

“So with respect, looking at this
application, the one thinglcansayis
that I didn't make a political decy
sion Andlthink that needs some
form of credibihity

“1 took a decision because 1
looked at the rights of the mdvidual,
Itake my jobseriously TI've got
certamn mformation 1n front of me
and I have to make a juristic dect
sI0N

“I know the nobility of the way I
looked at this application - the way |
constdered the facts

Mr Lows said he had been unhap-
Py about approving a maximum
number of 170 units

“Iwanted to put 70 or 80 on that
site, but I couldn’t justify 1t legally I
can't sit here and thumbsuck a fig
ure of how many houses because
I'm not an entrepreneur

“Because I'm legal custodian of
the land of the country, I had to be
able to legally motivate 1t (his dec:
S1011)

“And my department couldn't
g1ve me some form of substance to
get 1t to Justify a lower mark other
wise { would have done it honestly ’

s department had recommend
ed 170 units and had assured him

that the SPM would determine the
actual number of houses to be bt
and would have to approve a
detaled site development plan.

“And I was satisfied with that,”
sald Mr Louis “There are certain
rights on that land - I need to look at
the legahties because I don't want to
fight another court battle with them
(the developers)

“The council (South Penimmsula
Muniecipality) will determme, at the
end of the day, what has been
approved,” -

According to legal ‘advice
obtained by some environmentali
orgarisations, Mr Lowis’s approval
of a maximum number of 170 units
means the developer is now entitled
to build that number, and that only
the size and specific locahty of each
need to be negotiated with the local
authonty

But Mr Lowms sa1id this did not
accord with advice from his depart-
ment,

“And I want to say this catepori
cally" if the advice that ['ve got from
my department 1s wrong, I'm pre
pared to revise that decision,
because I believe that 170 units 15 a
lot of unats for that site ™

3o why then set a maximum
muimber of units at alj?

“Because there 15 a complication
—because the Planming Advisory
Board recommended a higher densi-
ty,” sard Mr Lowms.

The Dassenberg property is
78,Tha, of which 31ha hes within the
Cape Peninsula Protected Natural
Environment and whach, 1n terms of
Mr Lowis's approval, must be ceded
to the Cape Peninsula National
Park

Mr Lows said the Planming Adwn
sory Board had recommended that
an area of about 10ha be developed,
includmng low , medium- and high-
density housmg

His department had confirmed to

Controversial decision. Western Cape
Planning Miruster Michagl Lots

harn that, m terms of the board’s rec-
ommendations relating to high-den-
sity development, this could resuit
In up to 280 housing umts on the site,

“I saad I wounldn't hke there to be
SO many units on that site I can't
keep 1t open-ended, let's restrict it.”

Because of the requirements to be
approved by South Peninsula
Municipality - such as dramage -
the developers would not be able to
get near the 170 unit maximum
mark, Mr Lows predicted.

Asked 1if the SPM's decision
would stand 1if decided that only five
or 10 houses could be built, Mr Lous
satd ‘That’s right The developer
has the right of appeal (to the mims-
ter) but I can say that decision will
stand

“Regarding Dassenberg, if there's
any way it's been mismterpreted or
that there’s definitely a right to 170
units Ican give you the assurance

Ol 29/4/99
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Not approved: pianning Miruster Michae! Lows says this 1s the developer's proposal
for Dassenberg and is notwhat he had approved

will definitely ask foran amendment
of my conditions, because 1t’s not my
Intention.”

Mr Lowis’s officials pomted out
that the minister could not have
approved the Planning Advisory
Board’s recommendation for some
high-density development, as this
was not what the developer had
apphied for

In a “discussion document”
tabled durmg the meeting, Mr Loms
sald most of the restrictions
1mposed, and further processes pre-
scribed, for Dassenberg related to
the environment.

“A neglected wetlands area,
areas sitbject to 1llegal occupation,
miected (sic) with alien vegetation
(rooiiarans and blue gum), dumping
of rubble, ete, will be rehabilitated
and m future managed according to
a sound environmental planasa
result of the approval

“A scarce leopard toad m the wet
lands area will be protected (where it
is currenty unprotected)

“The upper slopes of the hillside
have now been secured against the
erection of any further structures
and an area of 31ha will be trans-
ferred free of charge to the National
Parks Board

“The enwironment and the broad-
erarea canonly gain by the approval
of the applicabion.”

Mr Louis also said he and his
depariment deait wnth urbanisation,
developmental and environmental
matters on a dady basis, “where 1n
most cases development and conser-
vation are oppostte poles and most
likely to be controvers:al”

“Lam proud of the way we have
periormed in taking due cognisance
of environmental matters in our
consulerations - as 15 also evident 1n
fhis mstance.”
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IN the 1960s the government began hounding black people from
their houses and herding them into ‘group areas’. This year marks
the 30th anniversary of the construction of one such area, for
coloured people only: Manenberg. Special Assignments Team
ROGER FRIEDMAN and BENNY GOOL investigate if there’s

appears Lomorrow.

cause to celebrate, in a two-part feature, the second leg of which T TR i By .”.““._,.ﬂ_”_.
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WELL TRAVELLED: Blockman Abraham Lucas moved into Manenberg 30 years ago
in the Mother City, Distnct Six, a real place of happiness,” he says -
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stwasbom * CLAN: Members of the Kinnes family outside mw?nm Court where they were raised Ten bfot
them succumbed to gangstensm They say their father was very strict.In the picture are Wen
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like a vlei, with bushes Its name was
Druiwevlel and it resemnbled a farm After we
had been here for about a year, they said the place’s name was
Mollenberg, then they changed it a. an ™
- Edna Hendnchs, 74, was one of the first to move into the
area, forcibly removed with her family in 1966 from Diep
River mto a flat in Beatnx Walk. It was three years before the
township was chnstened Manenberg
She still Lives there today
"My flat was three days old when we arnived 1 was
working for Dr Cohen n Diep River and he got the place
forme
*] felt tenble. I had to walk all the way to the bus stop on
the other side of the vier My tears flowed when I travelled
through that wet place in the motmungs
“Now, after all these years, | have forgotten the pam 1
can’t say | hate the place, I have nowhere else t0 go gy
Denrus Kinnes, 42, is a long-distance trucker He moved
out of Manenberg five years ago with his family, mnto a more
“respectable” neighbourhood on the outskirts of Mitchels
Plain )
“Before we came here we Lived in an old farm house in a

i EN I came m, this place had nothing It was

coloured raclal classification and their membership of this
newly created “commuruty” '

Residents battled to put together the pieces of their lives,
in a strange place, far from where they worked, which quickly
developed a name for itself as 2 gangsters’ paradise £

In the early 1970s, the most successful commuruty-buld-
ing exercse in Manenberg's history mushroomed 1 response
to gangs and cnme.

Almost everybody -- bar the gangsters — pitched in to
help the Peacemakers, branches of which were formed by
residents in each block of sub-economic Manenberg flats
{commonly referred to as courts}

“Qne of my sons was a peacemaker,” Hendricks tells “l
always used to bring Dettol and dressings from the doctor's
rooms to the Peacemakers club here 1n the lane Most of the
people who were around then are already dead.

“The Peacemakers wanted to keep the place quet, and it
worked for a whule We could sit outside when 1t was hot —
which 15 not to say that the people around here now are
doing the shooting ” L

Hendricks does not want to be photographed n case
someone doesn’t like what she says, recognises and shoots
her There are bullet holes in her ceiling and walls, siray bul-
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out of Manenberg five years ago with hus HEWF into amore ~ doing the shooting -

“respectable” u&m@aﬁzcﬁ on the outskirts of Mitchells
Plamn. N e

“Before we came here we lived in an old farm house in a
place now called Primrose Park in Surrey Estate 'We were

| __.:_

Hendricks does not want to be photographed in case

~~ 5. ~ -someone doesn't like what she says, recognises and shoots

her There are buliet holes in her ceiling and walls, stray bul-
lets which travelled through her apen front door during gang

living in one room in that farmhouse, all mne
children and our parents

“it was 1969 I was m Std 4 We walked the
two or three kilormetres to our new house with all
our belongings

“I suppose, if you thunk of one room, we did-
't have all that much to camry .
§{ “"Wewere the second famlily to move into
Belinda Court, if I'm not mistaken My first
impression was ‘Wow, a house

‘I remember a
report in the
newspaper

the headline
Manenberg safer
than Sea Point.’

fights i the past, she says
Kinnes recalls the Peacemakers with

affection “I had my orange jacket, my
brother Peter had his, and so did my father
[t was two or three years after we moved in
that 1t started Gangsters would come run-
ning through the court with hammers,
smashing wandows.

“Every court had 1ts own crew and siren
{which doubled as a call to battle and an

- “We \ids had our own bedroom, and there
was a lounge and an outside toilet.
“Night and day, people were moving in Within a week
the court was full

Members of the Kinnes famuly still occupy their onginal w..

flat.

. Walter and Hazel Harding were among the first fanulies to
move 1nto Dorothy Court, after being kicked out of their
rented accommodation m Steenberg v

“We came here and saw the place, and we asked them if
they couldn't give us a place somewhere else But they told us
the forms had atready been signed and we had to move

“S0 we tried to make the best of it. | told my wife "Seeing,
bs they have forced us to live here we will just have to make
the best of our Lives * &

“On that first night she cned. And it was not the first night

y, she cned soltdly for about a month,” Mr Hardmg recalls.

“But I'm quite happy now,” Mrs Harding says “It will

Ive no purpose for us to move from here now. ! would

ther stay here than m Matchells Plain.” S

anenberg She doesn’t want to walk in the streets with me_
any more because everyone greets me ‘Hello Mr Harding,,
hello Mr Harding, how are you?"” ' -

Hendricks, Kinnes and the Hardings were Manenberg

alarm) We would patro! around our own

3 court Looking back, it really seemed to

work. | remember a report 1n the newspapers once under a
headhne ‘Manenberg safer than Sea Point’
“An incdent { remember clearly was getting a call from
_ Kay Street one Friday night from a couple who were both
urider the influence. Some guys had walked mto their house,
bashed them around and walked cut with theit fridge.

*We looked for these guys and found two carrying a fndge
through the bush We caught one of them He went to the
police station later that night with a fndge full of food, after
we had given lum a goed huding *

Mr Harding was picked as the Peacemakers first president
in Dorothy Court. After a house, which doubled as a shop,
Was robbed, the men of the court were called together

“What we deaded to do was form a protection group for
the court We wént to the police station m Philippi and
explained what we were domg We told them that we woutd
buy a siren and mstall panic buttons in each flat. If anybody |
came looking for trouble the siren would go off and the men

“Yes,” he agiees “We know each and everybody here Efm would go outand attack them

“The whole of Manenberg saw that this thing was
working, so they approached us In the end, all the courts
followed a srilar formula * !

A sentes of events forced the suspension of the

INNGCENCE. A chid ptays in Manenberg, where, these days, colourfil graffitl acts as a constant reminder of the depth of
the gang problem in the area

T

their orange bibs were being used by mugyers, and there was a
racial scare involving the Peacemakers and African residents
of neighbouring Guguletin.

A pohice station was bult i Manenberg and the police
told the Peacemakers to s1gn up as reservists,

But the police force was tainted, and the community spint
quickly dissipated.

In 1976 the apartheid war touched down 1n Manenberg
The anti-apartheid student insurrection which began in
Soweto n June spread rapidly across the country

Kinnes’ vounger brother, lrvin, was a child then Butin
places such as Manenberg chuldren were required to grow up
fast The younger Kinnes was there when the first stone
was cast.

“That was when I became aware of politics for the first
time Iwasin Std 3 at Primrose Park Primary School, and a
march was held to close the school

“We marched to Mustapha’s General Store and found the
shop burning The crowd stopped everyone 1n the street, and
if thev didn’t sav ‘Black Power’ they would be stoned We
were still children, but the police became our enemy

-

knowing what.

“Walter Rhoode (now a seruor member of the police pro-
tection service 1n Cape Town) was the first person to throw a
stone He shouted ‘Black Power’ and threw a stone through
the windscreen of a City Tramways bus Then we all threw
stones "

Political activity mtensified in the 1980s wath the estab-
lishment of new organisations, some of them affiliated to the
ANC-leaning United Democratic Front Student and youth
movements were started, and avic organusations

It was a time of political upheaval, of boycotts, burmng
barncades and defiance Of repression, deteniion, beating

And 1t was a ime of cniminal renaissance, of intensifying
gangster activity — much of it aided, abetted, or, at Jeast,

condoned — by the state. .1

All the while, Manenberg degenerated The population
increased, but extra houses were not bullt to accommodate
them Gang affihation increased, but no steps were taken to
address the underiymg causes Unemployment increased,
poverty increased, apathy increased,

These are the things which shaped the Manenberg of

proneers. Others came from Distnct $1x, Rondebosch, Clare-
mont, Wynberg They had two thungs in common Thetr

Peacemakers *+ ¢
Thete were complaints that they werg too rough, that
-
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PEACEMARER: Walter Harding, 66 — photographed with his mgﬁmcgaﬁ. Canyn— was one of the founder members of the Peacemakers and is

well known in Manenberg
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3/ w%g& nation's mood

“Later that day, we were standing on Manenberg Avenue,
milling around, knowing we had to do something, but not

ownshup, renowned Cape Town pianist
Abdullah Ibrahum (formerly known as Dol-
lar Brand) neverstayed in Manenberg
“1 was born in Kensington, then moved to
District Six. So | never physically lived there,
though many of my friends and family were
moved to Manenberg,” [brahim said in a tele-
phone mterview from the United States
“My close connection was of course Basil
Coetzee, whose family was forably removed.”
Coetzee, a saxophonist known as Basil
“Manenberg” Coetzee, died last year
“When we recorded Manenberg 1n 1976, the
Soweto uprnising was just beginmng Basil,
Robbie Jansen, Monty Weber and | went into
the studio 1n Cape Town to record five, six or
seven songs for an album
"Dunng a tea break | found this old piano in

‘HA..OGE._ his biggest hit 15 named after the
t

the comer They used to put drawing pins in the
hammers, to give it a harpsichord effect 1 wrote
the song 1n about five minutes, and we recorded
itn one take

today, which we exarmine tomorrow, 1n the second nstal-
ment of this feature

“We then went on recording the other songs
it was only afterwards, when we hstened to the
playback, that we reahsed we had captured the
mood of the whole country It almost became
an unoffical natonal anthem.

“If you look at what they were put through,
you have to commend the people of Manen-
berg The deep traumatising effects of forced
removals are felt by generations The pain and
hurt s still thege, you can't just wash it away

“The title of the song was a stamp of
approval of the vahdity of that type of existence
Other people were singing about Chrcago and
leaving their heart 1n San Francrsco *

These days, when he 15 not touring, Ibrabum
15 involved m setting up a music academny at the
Cape Town City Hall, with the backing of the
aty and the Department of Arts and Culture |

The academy wili develop talent 1n a range of
fields, from music through martial arts to
meditation

“The idea is to do outreach programmes to
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*THE éépe Town Ciiy Council declared a formal dispute with the Cape
Metropolitan Council yesterday over the allocation of money to upgrade
poverty-stricken areas. JUDITH SOAL reporis.

R50 MILLION fund meant for
poverty relief has been allocated to
cushy projects rather than the most
urgent ones 1n an attempt to win
favour with certain voters before
the election, the city council said yesterday

The ANC-dominated council voted to
declare the dispute with the NNP-led metropol-
1tan council — the first such dispute under the
new local government laws The ity said the
metro’s about-turn on the critena for the allo-
catton of the money was “llegal, inequitable
and unconstitutional”

r  In terms of the law, the city council 1s not
able to take another government body to court
but can refer the dispute for mediation and
arbitration In the meantime the proposed
community projects will be put on hold

“The metro council said the RS0m would be
allocated to low-income areas for projects that
are considered absolute prionties,” said Tony

Gociny, deputy chairperson of the city's execu-
tive committee

“It was supposed to provide new or upgrad-
ed infrastructure such as roads, stormwater
drains, sewers, water and electricity

“We put forward a senes of projects we con-
sidered urgent but then the metropolitan coun-
cil changed the criteria midstream and made
their own proposals ”

The projects which the metropolitan coun-
a1t approved include

@ R1,8m towards a beachfront erosion pro-
tection‘project in Camps Bay

@ R1,44m towards the Hugo Lamprecht
Music Centre in Parow in the Tygerberg region

@ R530 000 towards the upgrading of
Boshoff Gates in Newlands \

® R315 000 towards the upgrading of

Zeekoevlel Tennis Court in the South Peninsula
Municipality

The city councii had submitted proposals
including R9m for upgrading streets and
stormwater drainage i Langa, RSm for sewers
in Philippr Industna and R500 000 for street
hghting in Brown's Farm

The Brown’s Farm proposal was accepted
but the metro’s evaluation commuttee cut the

Langa project’s allocation to just R500 000
They also rejected the Philippr proposal

_Other projects not submutted by the city but

M

within the city’s borders — such as those 1n
Camps Bay and Newlands — were approved

The city council beheves the metro council
1s stepping outside of its area of jurisdiction

“We had sat down and decided on the pr-
orities and areas of most urgent need,” said
Gocim “Now the metropolitan council comes
with other proposals that aren’t based on an
overall assessment of the region ”

He said the NNP, with the co-operation of
the DP, 1s using the money to buy votes by pri-
oritising projects 1n areas that have traditional-
ly supported the parttes

Pierre Uys, chairperson of the metro execu-
tive commuttee, in turn accused the ANC of try-
ing to whip up support ahead of the election

“This dispute 1s just about party politics
That money belongs to the Cape Metropolitan
Council and we are free to allocate 1t as 1t as
we see fit We didn’t say 1t must only be for
poor areas ”

[n terms of the Local Government Transi-
tional Act, the two parfies now have seven days
to reach a compromise If they fail, the dispute
will be referred for mediation

If no agreement has been reached within
two weehs, 1t will be referred to arbitration for a
decision

This may be the first formal dispute
between the region’s two tiers of government,
but 1t 15 not the first ime they have clashed

Though they have distinct areas of responsi-
bility — with the local municipal councils in
charge of infrastructure such as road mainte-
nance, sewers and refuse removal and the
metro mn charge of broader functions such as
buik water services, air pollution and metropol-
itan planning — they frequently lock horns
over finances

Sources 1n the city council say more dis-
putes are expected soon The city has objected
to metro’s proposed s1x percent ingcrease 1n
water tanffs, 1t disagrees with the way

poverty grants have been allocated, and 1t dis-
putes metro’s stipulation that it have the

final say over all consultants appointed by
the city council

“These disputes reinforce the argument for
a megacity with one tier of government,” said
ANC councillor Les Recontre “That way we
could just get on with the delivery of services ”
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" “Fullmany a gem of purest ray
. serene

- The dark unfathom’d caves of
" ocean bear:
Full many a flower 1s born to
blush unseen,

And waste its sweetness on the
desert air.”

— Elegy written in a country
churchyard, Thomas Gray, 1751
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ROOM TO MANOEUVRE: Chnstene and Daniel Barends occupy & two-bedroomed fiat in Manenberg, with 17 relatives They don’t often have this much space tothemselves Of the 19 people inthe
house, one eams R330 a week and ancther about R50 aweek That is the household's total income They owe the crty councit RE 646 for rent (about six years' worth) and R2 063 for water

WHEN Manenberg residents apply for jobs they don't like to say where they live
because of the stigma attached to the place This is the second and final part of
& special feature commemorating the 30th anniversary of the construction of
Manenberg Special Assignments Team ROGER FRIEDMAN and

BENNY GOOL report

BOUT two-thurds of Manenberg's popula-

tion 15 unemployed Residents owe the

pe Town City Counc nearly R16 mil-

lion 1n outstanding rent, and nearly R6 mullion

more for water, electncity and rates There1s a

housing crisis, a teenage pregnancy crisis, a

major gang problem, rampant tuberculosis, apa-
thy and social depression ™~ *

It's no wonder that a former top housing
official recently suggested that the best solution
could be to raze the place and rebuild # from
scratch,

Manenberg 1s the perfect example of why
aparthewd waﬂm_ €ngineering: was wrong, a

Johnson noted in a recent funding proposal
that the majority of househotds have an income
of less than R1 070 a month, while 46% of
households were totally dependent on much
smatler state pensions and grants

He said 45 gangs were active in the area, the
largest being the Hard Livings, Clever Kids,
Americans and Jesters

Manenberg's problems could only be solved
with the full participation of the government
and members of the commumity

Owen Munro, ancther community activist,
says that organisations have been trying to
encourage restdents to form court and street

b

viduals, and then, by being more positive,
change the perceptions of people outside
Manenberg.

"Outside Manenberg, everybody thinks any-
one who comes from Manenberg 15 bad.

“Because of that perception, when people go
and look for work and employers hear they are
from Manenberg, they are immediately placed
in a certaint category

“That adds to the unemployment We need
to change 1t.”

De Vries is convinced that the people of
Manenberg hold its destiny in their hands She
would like to see residents own the flats and
duplexes they now rent, but believes they need
to be taught how to manage them first — and
the culture of non-payment for services needs to
be addressed 1t the process.

“If people fake control; théfe 15 hope

“They have been indoctrinated that only
white people are capable of picking them up

[Haa (fau)
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apartheid social engineening was wrong, a
cosbured ghetto with a proud ustory of resis-
tance which finally seems to have been battered
Into submission.

Whule the Inmng condibions are not the worst
in Cape Town by far, the people’s spint seems to
be more broken than in most squatter camps

The few commumty organmsations active 1n
the area are short of funds And 1t hasn't helped
that politicians have for most of this decade
been reinforang the perceptron m the minds of
Manenberg residents that they are coloured and
that their interests will not be served by an
Afncan-dominated government.

About 80 000 people live in Manenberg
There are only 5 063 houstng units 1n the area
(about 16 people per unit), so nearly haif of the
people live 1n shacks in backyards Many resi-
dents occupy sub-economuc flats m blocks built
101 pairs separated by narrow concrete slabs

+ According to Faghrudeen Johnson, chairper-
son of the executive committee of the Manen-
berg People's Centre, the area’s greatest prob-
lems are housing, cnme — inciuding child abuse
arid rape, “the problems nobody wants to talk
abiqut” — and teenage pregnancies

*s.The people’s centre offers a legal advice ser-
vite, counselling, sport and cultural develop-
1tignt, and a venue for commumty meetings its
riian focus, presently, 1s on the teaching of skills
Zidjob creation.
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comrnittees for about 10 years They want to be reciplents of handouts instead |, EWN_: y AR 1
“Untl people take control of theiryouthand  of mproving the community fibre, DEsy b “
their areas, we will see our problems contmung “About 65% of the people are unemployed, | ' -~ ' FAS
to grow,” he says. . but about 70% of them are not |} ~ S |
Around the comner at the Sil- | “Until ﬁm@ﬁa take paying for services,” she points __m o "
m . : FA T h
.._,Emmwﬂammﬂﬂﬁ_ﬁﬁﬂwﬁwﬂm%ﬂ control Q\n Emﬁ. m:rﬁm_._m ne Russo, of the New [t - Wf .o
doors ,,% years ago in w,am. _.wa._- youth and their mmgmw_ mﬁwa Eno% Westen [} %ﬁ T
orary director Frank Gutuza . ape Community Orgamsation, RS
believes there 1s light at the end areds, we will see agrees that those who can afford W - , 1_.L_.
of the tunnel for Manenberg our problems to pay should be forced to do so m L
The Peacernakers wete suc- contmue to »  Butit is “unconstiutional” 1o cut 1 o
cessful because the people in the STOW."  services such as the provision of

courts came together and took
control.

“The gangs today are different, but [ think
there are still ways of dealing with them,

“The leaders of different organisations are
starting to get together and people are starhngto
orgamise again. I think we can go places

“This new getting-together 1s strongly geared

towards the learmng of skills and job creation,”
Gutuza says,

ANC city councillor Faldiela de Vnes, who
lives in the area, says she could have moved out
long ago, but did not because she has a vision of
a Manenberg transformed.

“I think such a vision can only come from
within the commumnty

“We rave to become more positive as indi-

encourage residents to form court and street

] _ - I
white people are capable of picking them up

water where residents cannot
afford food to eat, she says
People should be allowed to own the accom-

modation many of them had rentedfor 30 |5 ~ Lo, i
years, and what they could afford to pay for ser- |, "7 3 4! A8
vices should be individually assessed. ) ' w N -

“In some areas, council has given people the
chance of free transfer

“But in coloured areas they are saying people
must clear their service charge arrears before
being offered transfer *

Restdent Sally Zealand accompanies Russo to
picket outside the housing office in the town-
shap “If we coloured people all stand together,
things will unprove,” she says

It's a working day Half of Manenberg
lounges in the streets.
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DESPERATE. Abraham and Elizabeth Valentme have been imng in a shack in the backyard of a council fiat in
Manenberg for three years They pay the woman who rents the flat R100 rent a month They are at her mercy If
they don't pay, she'll kick them out He has a garden job once a week, she chars in Newlands three days a week
They pay RS0 a month for electricrty, supplied through an extension cord from the main house They do not have a
tap or a toilet. They have been trying to secure a place to live from the councit for 23 years Shewashomma
council house i Claremont Her father worked m the council’s electneity department for 42 years, but when the
Group Areas Act was promulgated they had to move “What ltes ahead 1s for us to wart for four years untit | am 65

and can go to an old-age hone,” he says

orm part of 1ts fabric, the sponer 1t can become a viable,
globally-compettive aity

“Think global, but act local ” Thus is the thought on Amodie
Vawder's mind when he gets down to discussing Manenberg He
15 the aty’s executive director of communuty development, and
anﬂ__uﬁm has been wdentified as one of s1x zones of poverty 1n

ety -

“Unless we manage poverty, we are not managing the aty
That's our job, that’s what 1t 1s,” he says

One of the first requirernents, he behieves, 15 decolomsing the
aty’'s managenal style, which wall requare a stuft in the communi-
ty's mindset from “passive reapients” of services to “active partic-
pants” 1n decision-making

The aty employs 123 people in Manenberg, in the clinic,
créche, ibrary, commumity centre and housing estate office
There are an average of 2 500 transactions a day between the
employees and members of the community

Vawder's challenge 15 to orgamse these services so as to pro-
vide the maximum benefit to the communtty and so promote
plans to uplift the area

Manenberg 1s not the eastest place to work 1n as a council
employee “They are dealing with a very traumatised communty,
s0 the relationships are different to those in other areas,” explains
Nicky Newton of the counal’s development faahtation umt

“Because local authonties are seen as representatives of gov-
ernment, they are very often on the receiving end of the trauma
playing itself out,” she says

Manenberg libranans, for instance, are sometmes called upon
to act as gang mediators, orf to type letters — or to make them-
selves scarce so as not to witness a murder

Coungcil planner Moegsien Hendrnicks 15 working on the Wet-
ton-Lansdowne-Philippt Corndor Project, whach, 1t 1s envisaged,
will have a major 1mpact on Manenberg

“The project 15 one of the spatial development initiatives fund-

1”—”4:“.. sooner Cape Town eradicates the zones of poverty that
f
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Tackling poverty tor a better city

| | -
ed by the national Departinent of Transport,” he explains

“The rationale 1s to decrease nanonal subsidies The country 1s
spending too much on transport subsidies, because the poorest
people often have to travel the furthest to work, If they can reduce
the ttme that people spend travelhng, then they can reduce the
subsidies So, money 15 bemng put into urban corridors

“What we are ttying to do 15 create the condittons for the com-
dor to happen, we obviously need strategic funding from the pub-
lic and private sectors What you'll have all along Lansdowne
Road will be focused areas of busmess activity, nodes, like beads
on a stning Private sector participation will be the key factor *

Daphne King 1s the manager of the “exishing housing” m the
city Shesays the culture of non-payment in places such as
Manenberg affects the aty’s abihity to dehiver new houses

“We are gomg to tahe action against people who can pay, but
don't,” she promused “Those who pay their M-Net subscriphons
but not theyr water accounts will be cut off We are not talking
about the people who are unemployed, or pensioners We can
reduce their payments where possible But people need to come
n and make some sort of arrangement Eviction is always the
very last resort ”

The city 15 looking at buildang new houses, and has set aside
R25 nullion for that over the next five years

To facihitate thus project, the Cape Town Housing Company, a
not-for-profit company working for the city, is to be launched
niext month, she says.

“The people of Manenberg can benefit from thus, although the
availability of land 15 a problem We are short of housing for
about 150 000 famihes, but we don’t have the land

“The Blouberg and Helderberg muniapalities have vast tracts
of land which we cannot access because of metropolitan bound-
anes Yet we have a daily influx of people *

This 15 why some peaple believe & megaaty mumapal struc-
ture, articulating the needs of the entire community, could be a
better option
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Matchbox holises &5uld Be==)
the ANC’s election undoing(* =¥

By ADRIAN HADLAND
PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT

The Government has spent close to R10-bil-
lion on housing programmes since 1994 but,
ironically, the provision of low-cost housing
may yet prove to be a serious liabihity for the
ANC's election hopes 1n June.

Persistent problems regarding the quality
of construection, shoddy workmanship, the
inadequacy of the government’s R15000
subsidy; the small size of the new dwellings,
allegations of corruption, and the vulnera-
bility of new homeowners to fraudsters have
caused anger among potential voters.

People have given the new low-cost “RDP
houses” several derogatory terms that reflect
discontent with their size and construction,
among them “unos” - after the small Fiat
Uno car - “matchboxes” and even “toilets”,

According to a recent nationwide poll by
the Human Sciences Research Council,
housing tops the list of South Africans’ com-
piaints, But it’s not only the lack of housing
that's causing the anger.

In the small Klein Karoo town of Calitz-
dorp, several of the recently built houses
have massive cracks right through the walls.
Residents fear that the strong winds that
whip over the nearby Swartberg mountains
could demolish their homes at any moment.

Failure by both the New National Party-
led provincial government and the ANC to

L]

assist residents led to virtually the entire
town signing up with the PAC in March.

In Aberdeen, Eastern Cape, RDP houses
have been abandoned, unfinished, because
the couneil ran out of funds. Those that have
been completed are a fraction of the size of
the houses built by the government before
1994, conjuring unflattering comparisons
and fuelling further discontent.

“The ANC can’t do anything right. They
have failed to govern the Eastern Cape
properly. They'll never be able to do whaf’
the NNP did in past years,” said local NNP
organiser Stephanus Lewis.

Building industry representatives com-
plain that the government subsidy of
R15 000, even taking mto account the immi-
nent mcrease of the grant to R16000, 1s not .
enough to build a 30sq m home, as stipulated *
by the government in recently approved:- A
minimum-standards legislation. -,

Building Industries Federation of SA pres-
ident Ian Robinson said earlier this year that
the Housmng Ministry was being unrealistié
In 1ts setting of minimum standards for the
low-cost housmg industry. The subsidy could
at most provide for a house of 10sq m - little
more than the size of a small room, he said.

Although millions of people have been
housed and sheltered since the last election,
the problems associated with that housing
1y yet cost the government dearly when it
faces voters once more next month. ¢
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Couple get house after

22-year wait on ‘the Ii(s:}m

NORMAN JOSEPH
METRO REPORTER

It was a big day for Nyanga East
resident Malingatshoni
Nonjonjo.

He met City of Cape Town Mayor
Nomaindia Mfeketo for the first
time,then he got the keys to his new
house

Mr Nomponjo’s meeting waith the

and developed the buildings, previ-
ously male hostel single units, into
family ones
The council 1s turning several
single-unit hostels into family-size
houses 1n Langa, Nyanga and
Guguletu at a cost of about Ri0-
mulion
Mr Nonjonjo and his wife,
okheling1, parents of five children,
have been living m backyards 1n

mayor yesterday culminated i her\ Nyanga East for many years

unlocking the front door of his new LD

house between Sithandathu Avenue
and Fifth Avenue

Ms Mfeketo addressed the Nyan-
ga Bast community, then went on a
walkabout and handed keys to eight

families who moved into units m the;Q

huge housimg complex

The eight beneficiaries formed
part of the last group of 48 famailies
moving mto the 80-plus units, which
formed part of the council’s rental
stock,

The City of Cape Town upgraded

Mr Nonjonjo, 49, a gardener

working in Newlands, said he had

een on the council’'s waiting hst for
a house smce 1977

met the mayor for the first time 1n
person

“I only saw her before 1n the
newspapers

“Receiving keys from her for a
house makes the occasion even
more exciting, one I'll remember for
the rest of my life ”

Nyanga East African National

$ “Today I'm very happy because I

Congress ward councillor Temple-
ton Mgxeken: said the area’s
Masakhane Campaign had led to an
mcrease in payments being made

Withm 14 days about R15 000 had
been collected in rent

Ms Mfeketo said the eity council
planned to upgrade and develop all
single-unit hostels in Nyanga, Langa
and Guguletu into family units by
2007

Between 2002 and 2007 the council
planned to upgrade and develop
1200 units i the three areas

Cape Flats building contractor
Cornelius Petersen, who 1s working
on the upgrading project, said he
had already approached the council
111 connection with a further R10-
miilion tender to complete the
venture -

Yesterday’s proceedings were
attended by senior council housing
officials and politicians, mecluding
Western Cape Legislature ANC MP
Roseberry Sonto

——
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Couple get house after

22-year wait on

HORMAN JOSEPH
MEeTRY RePORTER

It was a big day for Nyanga East
resident Malingatshom
Nonjonjo

He met Caity of Cape Town: Mayor
Nomaindia Mfeketo for the first
time, then he got the Eeys to his new
house

Mr Nongonjo's meeting with the

and developed the buildings, previ
ously male hostel simgle units, 1mnto
family ones
The council is turnming several
sigle-unit hostels into family size
houses 1n Langa, Nyanga and
Guguletu at a cost of about R10-
miliron.
Mr Nonjon)o and his wife,
okheling, parents of five chnldren,
ave been living in backyards 1n

mayor yesterday culminated m wmﬁ../zu_.mhmm East for many years

unlocking the front deor of hus new

5 Mr Nonjonjo, 49, a gardener

house between Sithandathu Avenue wﬂnﬂﬁsm in Newlands said he had

and Fifth Avenue. n on the couneil’s warting st for
Ms Mfeketo addressed the Nyan ~ ahouse since 1977

ga East community, then wentona “Teday I'm very happy because I

walkabout and handed keys to eightdmet the mayor for the first time 1n

families who moved 1nto units m Emﬁ

huge housmg complex.

The eight beneficiaries formed
part of the last group of 48 families
movang mto the 80-plus unats, which
formed part of the council’s rental
stock

The City of Cape Town upgraded

personmn.

“I only saw her before in the
newspapers

“Receiving keys from her fora
house makes the ocecasion even
maore excihng, one I'll remember for
the rest of my Iife.”

Nyanga East African National

‘the _mm _

A )

Congress ward councillor Temple-
ton Mgxeken1 said the area's
Masakhane Campaign had led toan
Imcrease 1 payments being made

Within 14 days about R15 000 had
been collected 1n rent,

Ms Mfeketo said the city eouncil
planned to upgrade and develop all
single-umt hostels in Nyanga, Langa
Mn-% Guguletu into famaly units by

Between 2002 and 2007 the couneil
planned to upgrade and develop
1 200 umts m the three areas

Cape Flats bullding contractor
Cornelwus Petersen, who 1s working
on the upgrading project, said he
had already approached the council
in connection with a further R10-
million tender to complete the
venture

Yesterday's proceedings were
attended by senior council housing
officials and politictans, meluding
Western Cape Legislature ANC MP
Roseberry Sonto

CAPE ARGUS, TUESDAY, MAY 4, 1999

M
.__m.
]
£
r

C C

Mayoral handover: Criy of Cape Town mayor Nomandia Mfeketo unlocks the front door of Malingatshoni Nonjonio's new house, fo his delight
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FRS 5m set.aside for valuation roll
LN

CAPE TOWN _{The Cape metropohtan
council has set aside R8m to estabhish a
new valuation roll which will be imple-
mented throughout the council’s area m ' Until now the metropohtan local coun-
July 2001 cils have been using outdated valuation
The council said yesterday all proper- (yrrolls and, in some cases, several different
ties would be given a market value at Jan-guvaluation rolls to assess rates
uary 1 next year and that the properties—._  The internationally accepted comput-
would be valued on the basis of market or-aided mass apprasal system will be
value of land plus improvements used for residential properties and the
Ttas estimated that the total cost will=y_conventional manual process for the non-
bé R85m, which includes the outsourcing :l\remclentlal sector The Cape metropolitan
of a number of functions and settingup a council has budgeted R50m for the pro-
team of 20 to 30 valuers, 160 data gath-Qlect in the next financial year Local coun-
erers, 70 capturers and adminstrativ c1ls will contribute R15m 1 proportion to
support stafi EQ‘%thie number of properties i their areas

Tim Cohen The council’s intention 15 to achieve
equity and will bring local authorities into
hne with the provisions of the L.ocal Gov-
ernment Transition Act and the Mumcipal

Structures Act
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IMPLEMENTATION TO COST R82M

Single rating system for

. Cape Metr0p016 n 200%@

PROPERTIES throughout the metropole tre to be rated ¥
according to the market value of the land on January 1 next
year plus improvements. PRISCILLA SIN Hﬁ_i?;ions.

FTER months of controversy

the Cape Metropolitan

Council has decided to
implement a common property
valyation and rating system
throughout the Cape Metropolitan
Area 1n july 2001

All properties would be given a
market value on January 1, 2000,
the CMC said.

The estimated total cost of about
R85 miilion mcludes outsourcing
certain functions and setting up of a
team of 20-30 valuers, 160 data
gatherers, 70 data capturers and
admimustrative support staff

Until now, the Metropolitan
Local Councils (MLC) have been
using outdated valuation rolls, and

e ———————————————————————————————————

%Le ﬁ several different valu-

ation rolls, to assess rates A com-
mon roll 1s intended to achieve
equity and bring local authorties
mto line with the provisions of the
Local Government Transition Act
and the Municipal Structures Act.
Properties will be valued on the
basis of market value of land plus
improvements The international-
ly accepted Computer Aided Mass
Appraisal system will be used for
residential properties and the con-
ventional manual process for the
non-residential sector

A pre-implementation plan pre- .

pared by outside consultants and
accepted by the CMC and the
MLCs proposes a metropoiitan pro-

ject management team t:,g&nrdl—
nate the process. ;o
The CMC has budgeted R50m

" for the project in the next financial

year, with the MLCs contributing
R15m mn proportion to the number
of properties in their mumapal
areas As the municipality with the
most properhes, the City of Tyger-
berg, for example, will contribute
R5,1m, While Helderberg will pay
R800 000, The balance of the funds
required will be carried over to the

_ following financial year.

To meet the July 2001 imple-

mentation daté, fhe project will get |

under way  July and details of ten-
der documentation will be pub-
hished by the end of this month A
steering commuittee consisting of
the exco and finance committee
chairpersons and representatives of
the six MLCs will have the task of
achieving thus
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NORMAN JOSEPH to hand keys to beneficiaries and  builtn the 1940s for World War 2sol
ETRO-REPORTER ) Spect severa} upgrading projects i » the councyj Spent R1,8-milhon

Y toflats and hoyseg - . ” ~ Ohupgrading,

Although burdened by rent Today, Ms Mfeketo wil] help . She was shown work 1n progress

arrears of ahoyt R65-milhon, the  workdrs bamt flats in Hanover Park. suchasthe construction of fire-proof

City.of Cape Town hag Spent Municipal Spokesman Theo walls, new-look courtyards used for

more than Ri2-million « ' 'Koopman said even though the netbal] d'tbasketball, and new

uUpgrading ang developing its - council was oweg almost R65-ml- washing lines *

rental stock on the Cape Flats

. 10n 1n rent arrears, uf}grading - The couneyl has spent R19 mil-
Cape Town Mayor Nomaindia would continye y

S P lion to convert Single male hoste]
Mfeketo went tq Nyanga East, - In Athlone’s Kew Town where
Athlone ang Manenberg this week s

units mto f ily-s1ze wellings in
Mfeketo Mspected blocks of flats Nvanga East. *
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FmE against water privatisation
T (R ) 37199

he trade unmon battle to halt the

privatisation of waste and water
services m Nelspruit and on KwaZulu
Natal’s Dolphin Coast has finally been
lost

This often-announced event
appears at last about to be confirmed
since the umons’ final round of ammu-
niton has proved to be a dud.

Cosatu and 1its affihated municipal
workers’ union, Samwu, were relymng
on the clauses of the national frame-
work agreement on local government
restructuring 1 order to mount a rear-
guard assault But legal opinion,
sought by Cosatu, was that the frame-
work agreement, struck between the
unions and central mmﬂmwsﬁmi 1n
December last year, was simply “not
enforceable”

According to the lawyers, the agree-
ment, which stressed that the public
sector should be the “preferred op-
t1on”, could not legatly be relied on

Union hopes of a possible constitu-
tional challenge to the Dolphin Coast
deal were also dashed when Cosatu

mmmﬂmm informed that this was also unlike-
1y to succeed

This amounts to a severe defeat for
thesant1-privatisation lobby and will
gve encouragement to other councis

INSIDE LABOUR

contemplating outsourcing
and privatisation measures
It also signals perhaps the
final turning point m ANC-
alliance local government
policy

The formal truce in the
Nelspruat/Dolphin Coast bat-
tle, whach has stramned rela-
tions between the ANC and
substantial numbers of 1ts
trade union allies should be
declared today The an-
nouncement should come
after a meeting of the sectoral forum
on local government restructuring

This “10-a-side” gathermg of gov-
ernment representatives and trade
unionists — six from Cosatu and four
from the mdependent Federation of
Unions (FPedusa) - 1s scheduled to
discuss both the Dolphin Coast and
Nelspruit public-private partnership
agreements
The mclusion of this item on the
agenda 15 apparently an attempt to
smooth union feathers, which were
badly ruffled by the manner 1 which
the deals were done
There does not seem to be any other
reason, since both contracts have
already been signed and the parties

has 1

are, therefore, legally bound
by them There 18 nO Provi-
sion 11 either contract for
new amendments

However, as an evident
sop, the department of con-
stitutional development and
provincial affairs has of-
fered, i the case of Nel-
spruit, to “assist Cosatu” n
putting pressure on the coun-
e1l to amend the agreement
should 1t not meet with the
conditions previously laid
down by the unmons

But, at the same tume, the depart-
ment also announced that, having stud-
1ed the agreement, 1t was satisfied that
it complied with all conditions

This 1s Iikely to raise a few hackles
since the contract was given to the
department to peruse and not the
unions But the seven “bullets” or con-
ditions laid down by the unions are
likely to have been met In any event,
the unions do not appear to have any
legal basis to object

This has caused some anger direct-
ed, particularly, at the department,
coupled with vague verbal pledges to
fight on Yet there seems nothing more
than can be done as regards Nelspruit

182 (19

and the Dolphin Coast

It was an awareness of this fact that
caused Samwu national office bearers
to fight so hard at a meeting with the
Johannesburg council on Tuesday

Debating the Igoh 2002 restructur-
mg proposals, they managed to gait
agreement that all such matiers be
dealt with through the local division of
the national bargaming counci

The union had obviously learned a
few lessons from the Nelspruit and
Dolphin Coast experience They played
a varlation on the same legalistic
game decisions of the bargaining
council are legally binding

Johannesburg 18 now committed
to negotiating 1its proposed changes
with the union on a metropolitan
basis 1n a manner that may be legally
binding

Samwu mmtends to demand similar
arrangements from Pretoria, Durban
and Cape Town, where councils are
contemplating wide-ranging restruc-
rmg

“We remain commaiited to fight
hard to ensure that the public sector re-
mains the preferred option,” said
Roger Ronnie, the Samwu general sec-
retary, “and we will use whatever
means are avatlable tous”




Overall rise to be lower than inflation ..

TOM HOOD I a u_ berg, Nyanga, Guguletu and Langa will

: be charged an extra three percent .

- Businesses in the CBD face an eight
S QT CUY) %L?ﬂlﬂ@:ercent increase.
unici

HE City of Cape Town The other mumcipalities in greater
. ‘has decided on a below-nflation Cape Town are expected to announce
‘woverall rates mcrease of exght per-  their increases 1 the next few weeks
cent starting from July 1 The new system 1s based on the dif-
The new tariff will be staggered ac- ferentIncreases 1n property prices in 32
cording to the perceived ncrease inthe demarcated areas over the past 20
value of properties, with home owners years
in some poorer areas having to pay just Parts of large suburbs such as Clare-
one percent more and those in more mont will pay different percentages be-
affluent areas such as Clifton having to  cause some areas of the suburb show

fork out up to 17 percent more. higher imcreases than others

The mumcipality increased rates by a The system 15 an mterim measure un-

flat 10 percent last year 11 a metropolitan-wide rating systém 18
The new structure 1s aumed at a tarer adopted, possibly m two years’ s i

distribution of the cost of municipal ser- The council’s total budget; 1f..ap-

vices Accordmg to a draft capital and proved on Tuesday, will rise 6,25 per-
operating budgets document to be sub- centto R3.4-bilhon from R3,2-billion this
mtted to the council on Tuesday, prop- Yyear A jont meeting of the executive
erty owners i areas that have benefited and finance committees on Thursday
from a sharp mcrease m Jand values heard that tight control of capital pro-
over the past few years will have to pay )ects (roads, sewerage, water, mfras-
motre than those in arcas where values tructure) cut the capital budget by R17-
have shown modest increases Of re- mmihon to R688-milhon, keeping down
mained stagnant borrowing costs despie high interest
The city bowl, Mouille Point, Green rates The operating budget s estimated
Point and Sea Point will pay 13 percent at R2,7-million, only R200-mullion more
miore, and Camps Bay and BantryBay 15  than last year
- percent ‘ Changes to the rates rebate system
o §i:fmb parts of the Cape Flats willseea will bring reductions to ratepayers earil-
five percent mcrease People in Manen- ing less than R2 000 a month /.
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"How the new rates

TONY ROBINSON

Market values system will be seen as fair but
will hurt penstoners who may be forced to
sell their homes

[E argument on property rating
systems 1n the Cape 1s over The
government has decided that there

will be one rating system for the whole
country and that it wall be based on the
market value of both’the land and the
buldmgs on 1t

At a recent meeting in Pretona repre-
sentatives of the six local counals in the
greater Cape Town area and the Cape
Metropolitan Counacil were told by the

. Department of Constitutional Develop-

ment that legislation on rating will be

published by the end of June and the
plan 1s for 1t to become law 1 December
this year

It will take about two years to com-
plete the requured new general valuation
throughout the megacity so the earhiest
date for implementation of the new sys-

tem 15 2002

In terms of the legislation propertiés

o

O . w ot fa
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will be valued every three years but the
province will have the power to extend
the ife of a valuation roll by a maximum
of two years

At present Cape Town 1s operating on
a 20-year-cld valuation roll while some
areas like Constantia and Grassy Park are
using 25-year-old rolls This makes a
mockery of the system and leads to an
unfair distnibuion of the rate burden

The problem 1n the Cape 15 that
provincial legislation has made 1t neces-
sary for valuers to mspect each and every
property This has becomesan enormous,
time-consumung and expensive task, but
the new legislabion will simplify matters
by permutting a "computer assisted mass
appraisal” system which will eliminate
the need for the majornty of mspections

The valuation will be based on mar-
ket values pertarning on January 1, 2000

The new system will generally be per-
cerved as fair 1n that 1t reflects market
values and, 1n theory, the ability to pay
Buft 1t will not be without 1ts disadvan-
tages

In the first place the property a family

system

- ANALYSIS -

will affect ,Q%@ Town

(Aw) ey 1|59

owns does not reflect 1ts wealth For one
family a house will be 1ts biggest asset
whule, to another, it may be just 10 per-
cent of the assets with the bulk of the
family wealth residing 1n an invisible
portfolio of shares

Another problem 1s that 1t will re-
enforce the elitist nature of our fashion-
able suburbs

A few examples will make this clear
Take the case of a school teacher who
bought a house in Camps Bay 30 years
ago when the area was no mote expen-
sive than most other suburbs 1in Cape
Town Since then property values n the
area have soared and the man, now
retired, finds humself living 1n a property
worth nearly a million rands, but with a
pensioner's mncome ' So s horme 1s cer-
tamnly not an indication of his ability to
pay
There will also be cases where people
with fairly ordinary jobs have imhented
expensive property All therr wealth will
effectively be wrapped up i their homes
and they will not have the money to pay

future
Or consider the case of a widow on a
fined mcome The house she continues
to hive 1n 15 unhkely to reflect her ability
to pay and she will probably have little
choice but to sell up and move to a
smaller home on the other side of the
raliway ine
The new rating system will force
many people to uproot themselves
Their places will be taken by the wealthy,
the young professional couples with
double incomes and those who come
sshopping for houses with pounds and
marks This will tend to re-enforce eht-
1sm m fashionable areas
But at least there 15 the consolation
that the pensioner wall get a good price

for hus home when he tears out his roots .

This has not been the case in the past
when people have been forced to move
The problem 1s by no means con-
fined to the elite suburbs for 1t will be
faced by widows and pensioners
throughout the aity This was recognised
by the old Cape Town City Council

the kind of rates bills that await us n the ; which introduced a system of rates

—
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Prnp erty 0 eal.[n the City ﬁ(}ape

Town area face rates rses of between
1% and 17% from July 1

5 i '.Phe council agreed an average rise of
8% - ester;lay but actual increases will
‘“ﬂeyend oh where ratepayers hve -

Peuple 1in more affluent areas face heftr-
er.r1sesn what was described by the chair-

' man ofithe council executive commilttee as
an ettempt to correct historical mgquaties

Thé council’s new budget was approved
after a six-hour debate The African
National Congress and New National Party
voted 1 favour but Democratic Party coun-

. clllors abstained, saying they had “major
problems with 1t”
" The hudget 1s for R3,4-billion - R2,7-bil-
lion for operating expenditure and R63%8-
I milhion.for capital expenditure, represent-
Ing more than half the total local govern-
ment expenditure m the Cape metro area

M Matchell’s Plamn ratepayers will have
7% deducted from the 1nerease, and so will
only have a 1% mecrease on their rates bill

) Clifton and Bishop’s Court face a 17%
Icrease (9% will be added to the 8%)

B Most of the City Bowl and Sea Pﬂlnt

- will pay 13% more (an extra 5% 18 added)

W Most of the Cape Flats will have their
rates reduced by 3%, kKeeping the overall
mcerease to 5%

M Rondebosch and Athlone residents
face a 9% mcrease

All property rates tariffs will be based
on property valuations, and the thinking 1s

S |

— |

To page 8
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City rates rises range from
1% for poor to 17% for rlch

——Ty

that home-owners with more expen-
sive properties will face steeper
increases

In an mterview, execuilve director
of corporate finance Philip van Ryn-
eveld said most property rates had
been based on a property valuation
carried out 1n 1979

Since then the values of some prop-
erties had increased markedly while
others had mcreased by only a small
amount

For example, many properties on
the Atlantic seaboard were now worth
36 times more than they were 20 years
ago, while this was certainly not the
case with many properties on the Cape
Flats

Executive committee chairman
Saleem Mowzer said that the area-dif-
ferentiated increase was an attempt to
address ieguity m an interim period.
until a new property valuation was
carried out across the entire Cape
metro area

“This new property rates system
based on a new metropolitan-wide gen-
eral valuation will come into effect 1in
July 2001," Mr Mowzer said

Other implications of the budget
approved yesterday are that

M Domestic consumers of electrici-
ty will pay 7,5% more, while imndustrial
and commercial users face a 3,5%
Increase The amm of thas 1s to promote

ARG /AR /6

greater mvestment an ecnnumlc
growth m Cape Town

B There 1s a shift from a three to
five-step domestic water tariff, mean-
g that consumers will pay more if
they use more water, but most domes-
t1c consumers will see their water bill
godown

The first s1x Kilohtres of water are
to be much cheaper for everyone, and
willl provide a laifeline tariff for the
poor

Consumers using more than a 1 000
litres a day will face an merease above
the inflation rate Those using less
than 300 Iitres a day will see a substan-
tial drop 1n their ball Mr Van Ryn-
eveld said a household consumed an
average of 600 litres aday

Democratic Party councillors
opposed the area-differentiated prop:
erty rates system, saying they were n
favour of a site-rating system “

The DP’s Belinda Walker said the

council’s system was vulnerable to
legal challenges
Ms Walker said the system was

crude and “needed fine-tunig”

She sard that while there might be
mansions along the Atlantic
Seaboard’s beachfronts, there were
ordimary houses 1 nearby neighbour-
hoods which could not be grouped
with expensive dwellings

In his response, Mr Mowzer, said
the council could not continue using
old, outdated valuation rolls of 1979
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CMC budget good
news for city firms

(1ak)

Housing projects get R19-million bo

NORMAN JOSEPH
METRO REPORTER

Business levies in the Cape
metropohtan area are to
remain unchanged after the
Cape Metropolitan Council
approved an annual budget of
R1,9-billion,

Yesterday, the New National
Party-controlled metropolitan
council was supported by African
National Congress, Democratic
Party and African Christian
Democratic Party councillors,
ending a 90-miute meeting on a
high note with applause

The Metro Council is to raise
1ts income from a levy imposed on
busmesses’ payrolls

The budget included an operat-
Ing expenditure of R1,5-billion
and capital expenditure of R374-
muhion

Operational allocations to the
51X local councils 1n the Cape
metro area will be R176-million

Provision for housing infra-
structure within local council

areas, one of the budget’s high-
lights, will increase from R104-
miihon to R123-million, speeding
up housmeg delivery to the 232 000
people on the waiting hist

An amount of R86-million was
set aslde for other mmfrastructure
projects across the Cape metro
area

The operating expenditure of
R1,5-billion for the next financial
year will be funded mainly by
business levy income of about
R503-million, and mcome of R596-
million from the supply of bulk
water and waste services to the
six local councils

Executive commaittee chair-
man Pierre Uys said because his
council did not levy property
rates, it relied heavily on the busi-
ness levies But these would not
be increased, and had not been
Increased in the past four years

Mr Uys said the reason for this
was to stimulate economic
growth in the central business
district

Because the levies had not

O
hr 15 e

been increased, there had been =
6% growth 1n levy payments,
meaning that more businesses
had moved into the CBD over the
four-year period

Metropolitan council mayor
William Bantom said business 1n
central Cape Town promoted eco-
nomic growth and job creation

Mr Uys sard a lot of hard work
had gone 1nto the preparation of
the budget, which balanced the
demand for services and infra-
structure m communities with
cost-cutting where feasibie

“By maintaining the subsidy
to local councils at its present
level, we will help them to keep
property rates down to a maini-
muum,

“At the same time we have
kept salaries and wages 1n the
councu down to 20% of net operat-
Ing expenditure, which 1s a sign of
good house-keeping 1

“We have also given attention
to the need for low-cost housing
by increasing our spending by
R19-million ”
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" PRISCILLA SINGH " ( | 3"‘) | 3
THE wait is almost gver for at least 232 000 pebple on | B
the housing list of the Cape Metropolitan Council,
which has upped its housing budget from R104 mil.

i lion to R123 mullion for the coming financial year,
| The CMC got its 1999/2000 budget of R1,9 billion

according to CMC executive ttee chairman | %
Pierre Uys. | b.r éliﬁ - | 1 F
“We have also given attention t the need for low- |2

cost housing by incteasing our on the provi-
sion for hgllfsir{g in&asl!rnu‘i:hueslf;lﬁcllglgﬂmon for the
next financial year,” Uys sad, " "5

The CMC voted on the budget Yekterday aind it was
- nanmously passed after a short debate, The budget
increase has been trimmed t& 5,49%, but this excludes
+«  Special adhoc projects such as “radio trunking”, the
compilation of 2 common property valuation roll and |
water demand management functions. e Lo o) B
Areas in the CMC holdings include Capé Town, | |

Tygerberg, Blaauwber , Oostenberg, Helderberg and 13
South Peninsula, Operational allacations to these six |38
Metropolitan Local Councils (MLCs) wil] be main- | &

cial year Murroring the City of Cape Town's prigrity to
~ ‘provide more houses, the CMC's budget has made |3
“ ' »greater provision for the housing infrastructuse, Uys., | 38
said. Other projects have been allocated R86m, ., . :
1 “Business tariffs, which provide a large portion 011,
3 the CMC's income, wall remain unichanged The busi.
. TE€Ss community has been fully consulted in the byg.
| 8¢t preparation process,” Uyssaid,. - -
. The operating expenditure of R1,58bn.for next -
_ year will be funded mainly by levy income (R503m) K -
| and income from the supply.of hulk water and waste |8
: services to the six MLCs (R596m}, .
x “By maintaining the subsidy:to the MLCs at jts pre- | ¥
. sent level, we wyl] help them to keep property rates
| down t0 2 munimym At the same time we have kept |
salaries and wages 1n the CMC down to 20% of nett
OPEIating expenditure, which 1s 4 good sign of house-
| keeping,” Uys said, CREEAE
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Killer disease

hits to\
gT(cm

TOM HOOD and BOBBY JORDAN

T

SEVENTY-SIX cases of dysentery — 1n-
cluding some fatahties — have been re-
ported afier an outbreak at informal
housing areas of Nyanga and Guguletu

The disease was traced to contami-
nated water and poor sanitation, said
Ahmedi Vawda, Cape Town's director of
commumty development

“We have recogmsed for some time
that nformal areas could become a
health hazard so we are distributing
potable water and providing basic
samtation ”

Sanitation would be improved by re-
placing the “mght sol” bucket sewage
removal system with a reservolr system
that was cleaned out every few days

City health officials had planned
workshops with local communities 1o
raise awareness of the disease and how
to combat 1t, Vawda said

“People often contammate their
drinking water or pick up dysentery
from unwashed hands But 1t 1s not an
infectious disease ”

According to Mike Marsden, director
of mumcipal services, the city's water
mains would be extended into informal
areas through shared taps

Electricity would also be extended to
informal areas to cut
down on fires The fire hy- i

s

’f"

and due to
be tabled next week at a Tygerberg
Council Community Services meeting

The study found that thousands of
people were exposed to serious health
hazards due to blockages in sewer pipes
that resulted n shacks bemg flooded
with raw sewage Shacks bult on top of
manholes made 1t 1mpossible to clear
the blockages, the report said In one
area only one out of 20 manholes was
accessible

“Most blockages occur on servitude
sites where informal squatters establish
themselves without proper sanitation

“These blockages sometimes last for
weeks due to the maccessibiity to the
manholes Informal squatters hving
the public open areas of Site B knock
holes 1 the sides of manholes to «dis-
pose of nightsoil and general refuse and
m the winter, the stormwater runoff
washes sand and other matenal into
these manholes and again causes block-
ages,” the report said The latest higures
reported an average 3 816 blockages a
month along the 2 600km of sewers n
the Tygerberg area

The report recommended the reloca-
tion of 1llegal squatters as well as an
“integrated communication and mfor-
mation campaign” on the role of ser-
vices and the residents’ responsibility
towards services

drant system would also | =
be enlarged -

The dysentery oul-
break comcides with-a
hard-hitting report outhn-
ng serious flaws n the
Khayeiitsha  sewerage
system, written by the
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&\\BABALWA SHOTA and TOM HOOD
\D ORE than R120-mullion will be
pumped into more than 45 ma-
\ jor projects 1n the “hopelessly
w neglected” areas of Cape Town when the
N\ next financial year starts in July
Chnics, hibranes, swimiming pools,

C\spurts fields, road projects, halls and

community centres and taxi ranks are
on a list that was given the green light by

councillors when they approved Cape
Town's R3,4-bilhion budget

S Capital spending on new infra-
\Jstructure and facihties will total R688-
H‘\ milhon

“Since the new City of Cape Town was
formed, over R1,6-billion has been spent
on capital projects and infrastructure,’
said Saleem Mowzer, chairman of the
executive committee “Inthe hopelessly
neglected areas of the city, the council
has repait ed and rebuilt virtuaily the en-

b
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tire infrastructure A stormwater sys-
tem has all but eliminated the winter
flooding that brought hardship to so
many people for decades

@ Spending on 15 new halls or com-
mumty centres mcludes Crossroads
(R2,2-million), Zolamt (R1,8-mllion),
Endlovint (R1,7-mulhion), Phulippr West
{R1,7-milhon), Belthorn (R1,6-million)
and Langa (R1,2-million)

@ Libranes at Brown’s Farm and Phi-
lippt East will share R5,1-milhion

® Among health centres and clinics
are Nyanga (R3,4-milhion) and Weltevre-
den North (R3-million)

® Almost R10-million will be spent on
swimming pools at Lentegeur and
Philipp

® Of R27-million earmarked for sports
hields, R10-milhion will go on upgrading
Athlone Stadmum, R1,4-mliton on replac-
ing artificial turf at Athlone, R6-milhon at
Vygekraal Stadium and R1,5-tmilhion for a
sports field at Brown’s Farm

@ Another R4,9-milion will be spent

"'1;';

METRO NEWS

City reaches out to
its forgotten

 forge art
Councillors give green light for R120m for poor areas

P y

3P

on taxi facilities at Mowbray, R3,4-mil-
lion on the NY3A taxi rank, R2,1-mmllion
to fimsh Philippi Station’s transport 1n-
terchange and R950 000 on tax:t ranks at
Koeberg and Maitland stations

Nyanga councillor Templeton Mgx-
ekem sard residents had fought long and
hard for the R3,4-million upgrading of
their very basic centre and were happy
with the grant The funds would help
renovate and expand the offices, teach
skills to the disabled and build a parking
area and children’s playground

Pimhppt East councillor Mzwandile
Matiwane said while there had been a lot
of development, the community wanted
a library of their own as they had to go
to the city centre or Mitchells Plain to
get books

@ The city this week Jaunched an 1n-
novative housmg finance plan for low-
income famihes, in which the govern-
ment subsidy will be topped up with a
loan for those who can prove they have
a sohd savings record
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The City of Cape Town, via a new
housing company, 1s to help top
up the national housing subsidy
for prospective home owners.

This support will be available only
to buyers who show they have the
abiity to save at a reputable bank,

The couneil 1s to contribute
R125-million over the next five years
to support the Cape Town
Community Housing Company,

} o
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Signed with a flounsh Archbishop Niongonkulu Ndun
housing committee chairman Whitey Jacobs, standing

ives to

EEEWma on Friday The couneil 15
& biggest sharehglder

Anglican Archbishop Njongon-
kulu Ndungane, chairman of the com-
pany, told a big audience 1n Herdeveld
that those prospective buyers who
were able to save the equavalent of the
existing monthly council charges of
RS0 - for an 1nitial period of s1x
months - would qualify for the coun-
cil’s top-up money, which averaged
about R5 000 an applicant.
This 1s 1n addition to the R18 000
subsidy to the potential buyer
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gane signs a shareholders’ agreement for the new Cape Town housing Eaﬁaramzxmn by Mayor Nomaindia Mfeketo, é_ﬁ
at nght, and Lawrence Ramashamole of the National Housing Finance ncasm_ug ~
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to housing s subsidy
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I's on waiting lists will have ﬂwmﬁmg people who are able to save
to build up a savings track record ~will have access to a better quality
with an accredited financial instit- “and s1ze of house,” he saxd.
tion, such as a bank, to earnthis = Mayor Nomaindia Mfeketo
recogmion. ““explained “All potential benefieia-

This innovative financing scheme res will be required to save m a spe-
means that people who are prepared cific manner 1n order to wmﬁm a
to save and to contmbute will be able * chanceof quahfying” - .
to afford a home which otherwise Ms Mfeketo said all new housing
may have been out of thewr reach, the stock would be built by the private
Archbishop said. company It could be expanded intoa

“The Cape Town Community metro-wideoperation i necessary
Housing Company stands on the The savings campaign ﬂE be
brnk of introducing a new method launchedonJunel

'l..'n.-
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Democracy’s a luxury in 5@ n::.u.:u m_.o__:a_

The new South Africa has yet to arrive in

The physical impact of decay,
dirt and dilapidation 1s the
overruding impression
everywhere 1n Elsies River

Litter and rubble mark every
street and vacant space Public
parks and playgrounds are unkempt
and vandalised. The bleakness 15
emphasised by the squalid rows of
small blacks of flats

Estelle, who hves 1n White City,
Eureka Estate, one of the smaller
suburbs of Elsies River, said
*Democracy has not meant any
thing for us here in Elsies River
Nothing has changed for me or 1n
my hife at all. It seems that things are
only getting worse

IREVOR

STAFF REPORTER

began to arrive and settle

Land was cheap because the val-
ley was sandy and was flooded by the
Elsieskraal River every winter In
the early years 1t was deseribed by
Successive generations as unattrac-
five for human hahitation - because
1t was sandy, low-lying and damp,
and 1t was exposed to

+ causimg thousan

of workerstol
‘their jobs

They moved into Elsies River
‘becanse Iand was cheap and houses
could be built out of tin, sacks and

Jwood. .

Then, during the implementation
of the Group Areas Act in the 1960s,
many workmng-class people hving m
Goodwood suddenly found them-
selves declared 1llegal resudents, and
many moved to Elsies River

It grew from an empty valley toa
crowded township - and then an
averfilled ghetto, which offered little
chanceof escape
- The biggest problems that con
. fronted residents were rising unem

rather than better ” K both to the prevailmg & Eownﬁm#r wiilnspread vagrancy and
At this time of elec- m—mﬁ .—.— . w south east and north. Eﬁ_ levgls of crune

tioneering thereisa e west winds But the,' During the 1960s the place had

sense of hopelessness desperate could not he the highest number of people killed

m Elsies River WORTRENN CAr too choosy in knifings and sumilar violence 1n
[thasalways been a The first serious. the Western Cape Infact Elsies

difficult place to live wave of settlers”’ Riverhad the reputationofhavinga

1. arrived when people shebeen m every street and a prost
From 1ts founding , were pushed off thenr  futeon every block.

the place became a THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL land during the South And 1t was reported that the only

dumping ground - not L R N R African War people in the area who made any

Just for dirt and night
s01l, but also at various fimes a
dumping ground for people who
could not find anywhere else tolive
The valley that became known as
Elsies River had been, until the
1870s, peaceful farming country, 1n
private hands But then people

The valley was one
of the few options open to them, Duar-
1ng the drought of 1924-1930, many
labourers were forced mnto towns to
look for work and settled in the area.

As the great depression of the
1930s affected Cape Town'’s mdustry,
many people went bankrupt,

money were shopkeebers, shebeen
owners and dagga merchants

Historical facts are sometimes
1nadequate to represent real life
experiences The facts and fisures of
the effects of apartheid and poverty
do not tell nearly as much as the
story of onte mdivadual.

A

Elsies m_<m®5

Estelle in Whate City Kknows at
first hand the power and tyranny of
the shebeen owners and the ways
which they control people’s Lives

she was desperately eager to
speak, even though the pain mmher
volce and eyes was clearly visible,

“Our house was bombed and
almost completely destroyed last
January - just a short while aftermy
15-year-old brother was shot dead
right m front of our house,” she said
with tears 1n her eyes

Her brother died because he
refused to take the rap for a murder
he did not commit A gangster and
shebeen owner who, she claimed,
was responsible for the original
murder, then lalled her brother

But then the man suspected of
Kiling her brother was acquitted.

“It seems to us that the law 1son
their side and no one wants to do
anything about it,” shesad.

sShe explamed why she and her
neighbours live 1 perpetual fear
“The area 15 under the control of a
single shebeen owner He and his
family are very powerful and they
dictate all affairs of thearea.

“The other people in the street
are too scared to say or do anything,
even though many of them saw what
happened to my brother Butnone of
thein had the guts to come forward,”

Estelle also related a sad tale of
tnemployment,

-
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Dogged by decay: Iitered streets and urdderfed dogs charactense the hardshup among potential voters in Elsies River

“T have been without work fora
nuniber of years. And I see very little
prospect of finding work soon.”

For the 1999 elections 1t seems
spurious to expect the people of
Elsies Riverto make informed choie-
es The business of survival is far
more immportant that worrving about

who to vote for .

Wiih a high level of idleness, the
mtensity of crzminal activity and the
perpetnal prevalence of joblessness,
i1t is not surprising that so many
people 1n Elsies River seem apathet-
1¢, disinterested and fearful.

“In 1894 I voted for the New

National Party and this year Iwilldo
the same At least when they ruled
the country we had work and felt
safe,” says Estelle,

Elsies River residents do not feel
part of the new South Africa Only
improved conditions will show them
transformation also belongs to them.
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BRIDGING THE 20-YEAR GULF

New valuation formula starts to iron out inequities between Mother City’s suburbs

CAPE TOWN RATES

or just over two decades, huge eco-
nomic and soclal gulfs between Cape
Town’'s distinct ethnic communities
have been 1gnored 1n property valuation
for rates purposes

Whether you lived 1n Clifton or Athlone,
Muizenburg or Baniry Bay, the annual
rates determination applied urespective of
the often starkly differential rise

F

In the market value of properties &  ~wzmcron

This 15 about to change f

The intention 1s to siphon oft ﬁ
higher rates from the rich to {
subsidise the poor — the fa- f§
mililar redistribution of re- /&
sources which SA’s various / @
cities have tackled in dif- f*_f_a“' A j;
ferent ways s

At times this redistribu- ¢ 'ﬂr
tion has tnggered rates #?‘“W
boycotts by the affluent or ¢ »
overtaxed business sec- ol s~
tor The process has often /- ?%a EIH
fostered race, income and T oo o
class resentments

Cape Town has been
divided into 32 areas, each of which will
pay rates based on a formula whereby
percentage poinis are added to or sub-
tracted from the overall annual increase —
8% this year The entue exercise 15 pred-
icated on an interim assessment of the nse
or fall of property values in the 32 areas
since the completion of the last valuation
roll in 1979

It's no secret that Atlantic seaboard

r “

~

Tahle l‘ﬁuuntam

*"RATING CAPE TOWN'S SUBURBS

property values have risen swiftly in recent
years, outpacing escalations elsewhere ex-
cept, perhaps, In the plush suburbs of
Bishopscourt and Constantia Hard-cur-
rency speculators snapping up bargains
have helped dnve the racially based di-
vergence of prices between gangland and
Baywaltch terrain

énuth Penmsula o
JZI% A 557 FFA MEA e

s, and Interm Senm:e Ehargas arg Ie.-wed %

Since 1980, some
units that now fetch mil-
[tons on the open market

have increased n value by
35 times On the drab Flats,

however, while there 1s a prop-

erty market of sorts, most values have
barely risen at all i real terms The only
real winners have been developers of shop-
ping centres with their "captive” market

gl Plamn”™

Informal settlements of black commu-
nities like Crossroads and Khayelitsha are
not subject to any rating system, though
the residents are responsible for paying
interim service charges

water, electricity and sewage removal
are built mto these charges, but cross-
subsidisation 1s necessary for any of the
services to be provided consistently

In terms of the new formula, the max-
imum “surplus” rates tncrease for a house
(n Clifton or Bishopscourt will be an ad-
ditional nine percentage points on this
year's 8% general increase — a total of
17%

Some Mitchells Plain suburbs will have
seven percentage points deducted from
theit obligation, thus paying a 1% In-

crease
Suburbs [ikke Rondebosch and
Athlone, with a 9% increase, will
escape the full penalty of the new
system, which comes Into effect
on Juiy |

Cape Town's pian, pending a

new general valuation roll due
to come into being n July
2001, has gained the sup-
port of the ANC and New
National Party in council

The Democratic Party, on the other hand,
opposed It

Watching the sun set over the Atlantic
will be a liitle more expensive for those
who own property there Another G&T
may be called for Peter Withelm
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NATIONAL PROPERTY REGISTER

RADEBE'S IN
THE MONEY

Minister can claim R7bn rent

eff Radebe can now prove he's SA's

biggest landlord by far With 239 494
properties worth at least R120bn, he far
outstrips the leading private-sector rival,
Old Mutual, which has “only” 600 prop-
erties worth R7,5bn  All the institutions
together own Ré60bn

| be disappomnted with

Radebe, the Public Works Minister,
could soon also be the richest landlord
when his depariment starts collecting
around R7bn rent a year from its mainly
government tenants

But 1t's not only those tenants who will
the resuits of
Radebe’s digital national property register,
a three-year, R56m project There are also
the occupants who should not have been
In the 847 houses that will now be sold, or
the perpetrators of R53m 1n maintenance
fraud discovered in Justice Department-
telated properties alone during compila-
tion of the register

Then there are the private landlords
who will now get R40m-a-year less rent

because the registry compilers checked
rents paid against leases signed And that
15 Just the beginning

The register will in future form part of
the government accounting system and
control all aspects of government prop-
Crly

Charging rent 1s only the first step In
proper asset management Rent-paying of-
ficials, with 4m m2, occupy three times
more space than the entire Johannesburg
CBD If the night action 1s taken, therr office
space could be imploded, properties sold
and, if Radebe can keep the kleptocrats at
bay, he could contnibute tens of billions of
rand to social projects or tax reductions

lan Fife
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- Back to shacks as I19ugsgs &
ARLr b (7[99 (AU
Yy government-supsidised home

Rates cost people thelr on

MYOLISI GOPHE bl for R2108,54. Heisnowlivingwith  were worse, but people had no choice Mr Potgieter, who said he had 22~

SreciAL CORAESPONDENT his unemployed wife in the home of a Charlotte Sims, director of housing in informal settlements for 30 yen:-
relative whe is in hospital Hesaidhe and health for Blaauwberg Municipal- said people, who wanted tosell:* '

Some owners of the new did not know what he would do after ity,said the sale of houses waslepal houses because of arrears, should ::

government-subsidised houses in
Du Noon near Milnerton are
selling up to raise money to pay off
debts and are returning to live in
shacks,

In many cases, people have large
municipal services arrears and say
they have no cholce but to sell to get
noney to pay the bill,

The community claims the munici-
pality took too long to send them
accounts and now they face high bills
they cannot pay

Many are thousands of rands in
arrears.

But the provincial housing min-
istry has warned would-be sellers that
they may be giving up their only
chance of owninz a proper house

There was also concern that the
residents who were leaving were sell-
1ng their houses not to locals or people
desperately i need of them, but to
people from Khayelitsha, Langa and
Guguletu, who wanted the buildings
for business purposes

David Mbholompo, a committee
member of the Du Noon housing task
team, said residents had been pro-
mised that nearby factories and the
councll would employ people staying
in that area so they could afford to pay
their rates and other accounts

Mr Mbolompo, who 1s unemployed,

llllll

the relative was discharged

Several residents showed the Cape
Argus municipal service accounts of
more than R2 600

They said they had been promised
that the unemployed and pensioners
would get thelr houses free, while
workers would have to add R7 000 to
the povernment subsidy of R17 250,
But, in fact, everybody was paying the
same .
Sekethwa Jikwana, secretary of
housing committee in Kwa-Five infor-
mal settlement, where some of Du
Noon residents came from, sold her
house for R8 000 to repay a funeral debt
and was now back in a shack

She sard although people were wor-
ried about winter and leaking roofs,
they had sold their brick houses for a
number of reasons

Some were moving back to the
Eastern Cape, others had moved to
farms while others were overcoming
their financial problems “like me”,
she said

She sold her house for R8 000
because she had to repay a R6 000 loan
taken out to bury her sister’s child

She claimed some of the houses had
been sold for as httle as R800

Ms Jikwana said residents were

aware they would not be entitled to .

another government subsidy, and liv-

ing conditions in informal settlements

it
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She sald organised local govern-
ment and housing professional bodies
had warned the Government that its
“lackadaisical” attitude to housing
sales would lead to a significant per-
centage of housing subsidy money
being thrown down the drajn

Both the African National Con-
gress and the New National Party in
Blaauwberg were unhappy about the
selling of government houses and
vowed to investigate and stop it

Chris Potgieter, the New NP's chief
whip in the council and district chair-
man for Table View, dismissed claims
that the sale of houses was politically
motivated, saying both his party and
the ANC were working hand in hand
to provide housing in the area

“We fought for years to house peo-
ple and we can't allow these houses to
be thrown away to people taking
advantage of the situation I wiil stop
it,” he said

ments to pay their bills instead.

The ANC’s Miley Desal said he —
not aware of the matter and go»*
investigate it, adding that his ya: .
wanted everybody to be housed.

Surita Botes, the provincisl® - -
ing department’s spdkeswoman ~a
many people did not understand =*._
would not be entitled to another ;-.
ernment subsidy

Some had already tried to appiy ~
a second subsidy in another town
province, but the national Lioiisi;
database meant they could easily *
identified.

Mzunani Sonto, provincial ANt
housing spokesman, said people wi.
bought or sold government-a.-*-***
houses were complicating > -—-=*_
provision

He said people needed to be agdvis
about paying rates as it was a ue
thing to most of them

DGEVY & MATHER RGH Tl L ARLE-T v fir MUANIN 3596507

rFhe DP and
completely d

- the changes
- to South Afric
ANC Is in fa\
It calls “trans
means makir
of its cronies
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Were worse, but people had no choice.,
Charlotte Sims, director of housmg
‘saldhe  and health for Blaauwberg Municipal-
do after iy, said the sale of houses was legal
She said organised local govern-
1€ Cape  mentand housing professional bodies
untsof had warned the Government that jtg
“lackadaisical” attitude to housing
bmised  sales would lead to a significant per-
loners  centage of housing subsidy money
while  bemg throwh down the drain
000 to Both the African National Con-
17250 gressand the New National Party in
ng the Blaauwberg were unhappy about the
selling of government houses and
ary of vowedto mvestigate and stop it,
Infor- Chris Potgieter, the New NP's chief
of Du  whipinthe council and district chajr-
l|d her manfor Table View, dismissed claims
udebt that the sale of houses was politically
motivated, saying both his party and
*Wor-  the ANC were working hand in hand
00fs, toprovide housing in the ares
for a “We fought for vears to house peo-
Ple and we can’t allow these houses to
>the be thrown awa y to people taking

He saxd people needed to be advised
ed to advantage of the situation Iwillstop ab
ning it,” hesad. thingt

Mr Potgieter, who said he had hived
In informal settlements for 30 years,
said people, who wanted to sell their
houses because of arrears, should con.
sult the coune1l and makKe arrange-
ments to pay their blis mstead
The ANC’s Miley Desai said he was
not aware of the matter and would
investigate 1t, addmg that his party
wanted everybody o be housed
Surita Botes, the provineial hous-
Mg department’s spokeswoman, said
many people did not understand they
would not be entitled to another gov-
ernment subsidy
Some had already tried to apply for
a second subsidy i another town or
province, but the national housing

database meant they could easily he
identified

Mzunan;j Sonto, provincial ANC
housing spokesman, said People who

bought or solg government-subsidised

houses were complicating housing
provision.

out paying rates as 1t was anew
0 most of them,
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pelne says council

- Neighbours

Send your neighbourhood news and

notices to Jenny Viall at
488 4218, fax 488 4075 or

e-mai! nhood@ctn independent ¢o za
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Rate aygrs As‘snmﬂtmn * |
:nd the council's 3 692 home,
owners havei’tescaped either The
mnnthly adm}n st;ratmn chargehas
meréased frot Rsﬂ,gtn R33 ;
Mr'Sgymol ‘J; said he could not
support any mmrease 1n sthe of
understandmg the econontic rat1o-
ebehmdit © B * .

“+He showed cnunf:ﬂldrs 4 petition
signed by tenants ofiDennehof, Keur-
Hoom Hof and Syrihga courts object-
1ng to the proposed merease *

Mg Smith said the rise in rentals
was to pay for bagly- nqeded mainte-
nance*ﬂfhﬂmes s

F

‘E*B},T law we have no alternatwe

n r‘l
F! éffr !I 'r j""%'é‘
vep cles ma u‘fthfeni* "‘-fsecond

haﬂd*% from’ e.C1tg,i Df Cape Town or
the Cape Metmpc} t Cnuncﬂ tells

asqrryt PE‘ ‘f% NATE
Tzﬂc 193 1} émutur pump
ﬁre engn;)e.ﬂntt as Ae p‘,t'ﬂblems

contiugis o1l 1edk, ¢ontinual elec-
trical problems, 1t5 water tank has
leaked for two years and 1ts pump 1s
overwork g,nd c:alg, pt be serviced
betause 0 thénleft:l&', ? a teplacement
fire tender - d,that’s «::-nlyr five of 1ts
].7fﬂ. 'I:S l't, £ lmt “ |

. ryﬂunge (1‘989) Dennis motor
;}.u;npwehmle 5 engme cuts out con-
tl‘qually, L;:t ha:s&*ecurrmg electrical

{l‘; : I__?_.r;

but to 1ncrease rentals and 1n 81X
months’ time, the Government has
made 1t clear, we will have no option
but to charge economic rentals This
15 going to mean further hardship
for the poor ”

Councillor Siva Moodley said the
council felt for the people faced with
the rent mcrease, but 1t was also the
duty of councillors to encourage
tHéir constituents to pay their bills

If some of the R38-mllion 1n out-
standing rentals was paid, it could
cancel out further rent increases
Councillor Deon Kruse said the dif-
ference between hikes of 8% and 9%
amounted to about R150 000 a year

ihes raise alarm

S
and starting problems, the locker
locking device 1s faulty and 1t has
broken down 19 times 1n five
months

A 1992 Dennis has recurring
power steermmg problems and electri-
cal problems which cause beacon
fallure

Escaping with only minor dents

.and a bit of rust are a 1993 Mercedes,

a 1980 Unimog and a 1973 Mercedes
There 1s some relief Unable to

afford new fire engines, the souith
has bought two refurbished units at

a fraction of the cost -~ R281 751 each —
and both are fighting fit
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Squatters evicted from low-cost houses

HORMAN JOSEPH

ARG 28] |ag
METRO HEPUHT[QA '_D

The West Coast Transitional Council says it
will not provide alternative accommodation
to 153 homeless families who 1llegally
occupied houses in Saldanha.

The transitional council, also known as the
Vredenburg Town Councail, 1s asking the families
togobackto whgre they came from

The council called m the sheriff of the court to
start evictions on Tuesday this week, foreing peo-
ple to leave the low-cost houses which they had
llegally occupied for several weeks,

Town clerk Peter de Klerk said. “We under-
stand the frus.cations, but are doing our best to
provide low-cost, affordable housing ”

Mr De Klerk saud provincial housing minister
Cec1l Herandien had asked the council to hold

back the eviction order, but this could not be
done “because the project must proceed”

Mr Herandien’s spokeswoman, Surita Botes,
saild he had asked the council earlier this week
not to execute the eviction order — because there
was an mvetigation under way mto allegations of
Irregularities m the allocation of houses,

However, to avold any legal actions against
the council from impatient beneficiaries, 1t was
decided to go ahead with the evictions, Ms Botes
said

All the 1llegal occupants were evieted by the
sheriff by yesterday

Saldanah police commissioner Jorrie Jor-
daan said police would patrol and protect munic-
1pal workers on the site, and prevent further
occupations

A full investigation into the allocation of
houses m Saldanha was being launched
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PRISCILLA SINGH

A MAJOR new dam, needed to meet the
growing demand for water 1n the greater
Cape metropolitan region, was vesterday
approved by Water Affairs Mimster Kader
Asmal after an 18-month delay

“Tt 15 a relief to have reached this point.
[ have carried the submissions around 1n
my briefcase for 18 months betore 1 was
satisfied that sufficient work had been
done on the integrated approach and
demand management, for me to give my
approval,” Asmal said

The Skuifraam Dam will be on the
upper Berg River 1n the La Motte forest
near Franschhoek and will be operated
with Theewaterskioof Dam as an integral
part of the Riviersonderend tunne! sys-
tem The dam storage added will be about
twice the size of the two Steenbras dams
combined

The Skuifraam supplement scheme,
also on the upper Berg River, will be a win-
ter high-flow diversion scheme which will

New dam will keep ta

c1 285 |
pump water for use from a pbint about
11km below the dam

“Both the Skuifraam Dam and the sup-
plement scheme have been found to be
techmically feasible, economucally desir-
able and sociaily acceptable,” Asmal said

He said a water demand strategy was
critical to the success of the project, which
1s expected to cost about R780 mullion

“Only if we are managing the water we
use carefully and not wasting 1t, can we jus-
tify spending money on developing new
water resources [ am, however, greatiy
encouraged by the work done by local gov-
ernment authorities to promote demand
management and water conservation "

Studies have shown that the combina-
tion of the Skuifraam Dam and the sup-
plemented scheme was the best way in
which to make more water available to
meet the area’s growing needs Asmal said
the Western Cape’s strategy was a good
example of the new approach to waters
management, which 1s being mtroduced
throughout South Afnca

1 e

ﬂ .
C iau- D

The projectwill provide a siimulus for
the currently depressed construction
industry and emerging small contractors
will be used where possible Commurties
in the area will benefit from job creation,
and recreation and tourism opporturties
once the dam s complete

The crest length of the dam wall will
be almost a kifometre The wall will be 60
metres mgh, most likely a concrete gravity
wall with an overspill section 150 metres
long The dam wll store 126 mullion cubic
metres of water and add 56 million cubic
metres per year to the current supply sys-
tem

In what was probably hus last briefing
before the elections, Asmal used the
opportunity to hail the efforts of his
department over the past five years

“| believe that as a country, we have
made remarkable strides in water resource
management and have managed to place
ourselves among the forerunners in inie-
grated water resources management
throughout the world,” he said

S
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Minister hands 400
houses to Grrijouw

T 3!3

JOCELYN JOHNSON *-

AFTE(years H_Qut a per-

manent place to call home,
farm workers watched with
piride as their dream
became a reality and
Housing Minister Sankie
Mthemb:  Mahanyele
handed over 400 houses
to the Grabouw communi-
ty yesterday

This 15 the first phase of

a plan to build 1273
houses by March 2000

Yalezwa Witbooi, an
administrative assistant of
the Grabouw housing
department, said the sec-
ond phase 15 estimated to
begin 1n July

“We must wait for the
provincial housing board
to confirm that the money
needed for construction
can be released,” she saxd

Typically. housing a
family of five, the one-

roomed houses each starid ,

on 25m?2 Of land They
include a bathrnom and’
running water, but electric-
ity 1s not provided
Remdents can install an

electncltﬁ box for about .|
| R100, after wiuch they will-
have a prepaid service |, 4|

Witboos said the need '
for land developed*due foa ;
pohﬁcal and hustorical lega- -
cy ‘that prevented-blacks
frum residing it the areg., J
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ENVIRONMENT WRITER

Water Affairs Minister Kader ,w -

L

Asmal has given the go-ahead for ' <-

T Y

the R780-nh1llion Skuifraam Umhrﬁ X
and its associated ﬁmﬁmw A
E.Emﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁﬁngﬁm on the
upper Berg River between £
Franschhoek and Paarl.” oo b

Although there'1s a two-month pert-
od 1n which any environmental objec-
tors can appeal to Environmental
Affairs Minister Pallo Jordan, Profes-
sor Asmal’s decision effectively brings
toa close a decade-long debate over the
best options for meeting Greater Cape
Town’s fifture water demand

Speaking at a packed media confer-

ence yveésterday which was also attend-
ed by sen1or city and metropolitan offi-
clals and water specialists, Professor
Asmal said he had been sitting on the
decision for 18 months, despite recom-
mendations from his advisers

This was because he had not been

New dam to
meet city’s

water heeds

R780-m _Q_\Qmoﬁ on Ber

safisfied with waler conse m:

“a water demand management Emmmmwmm

being applied in Greater Cape Town

k)

; However, the Cape Metropolitan

Counci had now established a dedicat-
ed water demand management unit,
.. and had mitated programmes such as
Em repair of leaks, _Ewwcﬂmﬁmuﬁ om
ﬁmﬁma metering, and “retrofitting”
wEEﬂm wastéfufplumbing wﬁwﬁmw

The Metro Council had also official-
ly adopted the goal of reducing metro-
politan water demand by 10% by the
yvear 2010 “These measures being
Implemented, however, are actually
aimed at a 20°% reduction by that date,
and I would like to see an even higher
farget being officially adopted and
achieved,” Professor Asmal sad

There was still a need to augment
water supplies through traditional
methods like dams to ensure the city
and 1ts surrounding areas did not face
water shortages, he added

“No minister, no matter what his
vViews on dams or rivers might be, can

am_ 3|
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be so 1rresponsible 1n the unpre-
dictable and variable climate of South
Africa as to put a population of
between two-and-a-half and three mal-
hon peaple at risk

“Should we delay implementing
augmentation schemes further, and
should this area have below average
rainfall, water restrictions may
become necessary

The dam and the associated aug-
mentation scheme will add a total of 80
million cubic metres, or some 17%, to
the region’s existing 475 million cubie
metres annual water supply

“schhoek, and will have a 60m high wall

Franschhoeik
Froposed Pass 2§
skudraam Dam
&
Uiy
£ .
AN
./ S

am - - = T -t am »~ =3

Waterwise: the R780-m Skuifraam Dam system on the upper Berg River near Franschhoek

Construction 1s expected to start
within two to three years, and will
take about four years The Skuifraam
Dam w1ll be built on the upper Berg
River 1n the La Motte forest near Fran-

of ailmost 1km It will be able to store
126 milhon cubic metres of water

The supplement scheme mvolves a
pump about 11km below the dam near
Paari which wili divert water durmg
winter’s high flow back to the dam or
via the Riviersonderend tunnel sys-
tem 1nto the Theewaterskloof dam
over the mountams
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RESIDENTS SIGN DEED OF SALE

‘tenants

buy Bo-Kaap
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A'WOMEN'S Inttiative of 1995 came to frurtion yesterday
with a new arrangement which enables councll tenants to
buy their properties. YAZEED KAMALDIEN reports.

et

E Cape Town City Council’s
1 7 500 caprtal discount
9 scheme came to frurtton yes-
tgrday when the Bo-Kaap Resi-
dents’ Deed of Sale was signed
* This hustoric event — marking
the first ime that residents can buy
cquncil property — was held at the
BoBrhaanool Centre 1n Pentz
Stréet, Bo-Kaap
The mayor of Cape Town,
Nomaindia Mfeketo, the chairper-
Son of the council’s executive com-
rittee, Saleem Mowzer, and resi-
dents from the council-owned flats
11}, Bo-Kaap attended
*Orie of Bo-Kaap’s oldest resi-
dents,'Mymoena Abrahams, 93,
signed the deed of sale along with

Mowzer and Mfeketo

From now on, tenants will be
able to purchase therr flats from the
counci

“Most tenants have been stay-

Ing in the flats for over 50 years
This 1s a good example of how the
council and the community can
work together to achieve success,”
Mowzer said

The flats were 1mtially built 1n
the 1940s for the Mushm commu-
nity and many tenants have stayed
1n them ever since r

[n 1995 1t was the womeniresi-
dents who imtiated the scheme to
buy theur flats, which range from
one- to three-bedroom units

Buyers are to pay between
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R1 800 to R8 400, “depending on
the size of the flat” .

Eighteen blocks of flats,
totalling 191 umits, are available

“To quahfy, they must not own
other property and they can only
purchase their own flat, 1n which
they are currently staying,” said
Saliemn Patel, the lawyer represent-
ing the residents,

Iats will be bought ona “voet-
stoets”, or “as1s”, basis

Thus means that when reSidents
purchase their, flat, théy will
accept full, résponsibility to
upgrade it. ..’ P f;?::‘?*';'ff‘.

The counicil will makﬁﬁﬁg fur-
ther improvenients (s G

“The stryctures are very;.5ohd
andthesresidefits are getting a bar-

-gain;"said Patl "

The 7 500 capita] discount
scheme 1s open to all tenants of
councu-owned houses or flats
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES: Bo-Kaap residents sign the deed of sale which wilt enable them to purchase council property In some Instances, residents
have been tenants of the properties for 50 years or longer PICTURE MUJAHID SAFODIEN




CAPE TIMES

MONDAY, MAY 31, 1999 %

RESIDENTS SIGN DEED OF SALE

Council tenants able

to buy Bo-Kaap

A WOMEN’S initiative of 1995 came to frurtion yesterday
with & new arrangement which enables council tenants to
buy thetr properties. YAZEED KAMALDIEN reports.

E Cape Town City Counail’s
7 S00 caprtal discount
scheme came to fruition yes-
terday when the Bo-Kaap Resi-
dents’ Deed of Sale was signed
Thus histonic event — marhing
the first rme that residents can buy
cquncil property — was held at the
Boorhaanool Centre 1n Pentz
Street, Bo-Kaap
The mayor of Cape Town,
Nomaindia Mfeketo, the chairper-
son of the counail’s executive com-
mittee, Saleem Mowzer, and res:-
dents from the counal-owned flats
i Bo-Kaap attended
One of Bo-Kaap's oldest res:-
dents, Mymoena Abrahams, 93,
signed the deed of sale along with
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Mowzer and Mfeketo

From now on, tenants will be
able to purchase thew flats from the
counai

“Most tenants have been stay-
1ng m the flats for over 50 years
This 1s a good example of how the
council and the community can
work together to achieve success,”
Mowzer said

The flats were imtially built 1n
the 1940s for the Muslim commu-
mty and many tenants have stayed
in them ever since

In 1995 1t was the women-res-
dents who mrhated the scheme to
buy their flats, which range from
one- to three-bedroom uruts

Buyers are to pay between
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R1 800 to R8 400, “depending on
the size of the flat” e .

Eighteen blocks of flats,
totaling 191 uruts, are available

“Te qualify, they must not own
other property and they can only
purchase their own flat, in which
they are currently staying,” sard
Saliern Patel, the lawyer represent-
ing the residents

Flats will be bought on a “voet-
stoets”, or “as 18”, basis m

This means that when residents
purchase therr unnmr they will
accept full responsibility to
ﬂﬁmﬂmnﬂm it m..“qw =

The counil will make no fur-
ther improveniénts

“The structures are very solid
and the residents are getting a bar-

-gaufi*sad Patgl

The 7 500 capital discount
scheme 15 open to all tenants of
councl-owned houses or flats
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES:; Bo-Kaap residents sign the deed
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of sale which will enable them to purchase council property In some instances, residents

have been tenants of the properties for 50 years or longer
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Blg hegnk—you for A%mal

.| Some ctty house-owners will

have a little more elbow-room
thewr newly-bualt, subsidised
houses in future, thanks to
millions of rands saved through
the “Working for Water”
programziue,.

Thig'was revealed by Finance
minisfet Trevor Manuel at a func-
tion 1 the Bellville Velodrome last
week When several thousand pro-
eramm8 ‘workers said “thank you”
to Water Affairs and Forestry Min-
1ster Kader Asmal.

Mr Manuel, who was handed a
copy of the programme’s annual
report by Professor Asmal,
announced that the City of Cape
Town had decided to mcerease hous-
g subsidies by R5 000, using about
R15-million saved through the pro-
gramme

This meant that the houses built
with thesubsidies could be signifi-
cantly higger.,

 Tn 1995 Professor Asmal imtiated
the innovative programme, which
involves ising previously unem-
ployed and margmalised people to
remove mvasive, alien “water hun-
ery” plants from catchment areas
throughout the country

According to the 1898/99 annual
report, released at the function,
23 662 people were employed on the
programme —54% of them women
and 16% ,0f them youths between 15
and 25 - and more than 107 000ha
were cleared of aliens, with vital fol-
low- up.,wnrk being done on another
128 000ha, at a cost of R250-m1llion

During the past four years, more
than, 42 i 000 people have been
EIIIPIOYEd fur Some part by the pro-

E;l_'['I]II].'Bﬁ W r
Professot Asmal described the

ﬁﬁ‘iﬂﬁi .

*%sz j
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ENVIRONMENTWRITER*

r
programme as “one of the massive
success stories of the first five years
of democracy”

“Tt 15 difficulf not to be mnved by
what the programme has done to
try to honour the 1ssue that has
pride of place 1n our Constitution -
dignity,” hesaid

“There are workers who have
told me how much 1t means to them
to have the digmity of puttig féod
on the table of their children
(and) of knowing that their chil-
dren are safe while they are at
work

“The way 1n which the pro-
gramme 1s helping to de-racialise
the country, with brown and black
and white South Africans all work-
ing towards a commeon goal, 15 evl-
dent here beforeus

Professor Asmal said he had
been told that the workers had
gathered to thank him for develop-
ing the programme

“But 1t 1s the wrong way arnund
Tt 15 I who should be here to thank ,
you for making this programme
what1if1s

“This 18 your programme, It 18
vour work that will make this pro-
eramme succeed ”

Professor Asmal and Mr Manuel
were presented with gifts — mclud-
ing a coffee table'and a wine rack -
bought with personal contribu-
fions made by the workers
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WATER AFFAIRS

TO BUILD A DAM

KADER ASMAL DEGIDES IT'S TIME

Skuifraam a model of international best practice

zy.

here was a valedictory quality to Kader
Asmal’s media conference last week,
his last as Minister of Water Affairs &

Forestry before the election He may return
to the same job under Thabo Mbeki, or he
may go elsewhere “We'll have to see,” he
remarked cryptically

The occasion marked Asmal’s decision
to proceed with the building of a new dam
— the Skuifraam, on the upper Berg River
In the La Motte Forest, 5km wesl of
Franschhoek n the Western Cape It will
be the first structure of 1ts size and scale
under the new government, and with as-
sociated water schemes the capital cost 15
put at R780m, to be funded on the “user
pays” principle, which could mean bor-
rowings by utilities such as affected local
water authorities

Consultation has been of the essence
the environmental impact has been as-
sessed, and Environmental Affairs Min-
ister Pallo Jordan has given the go-ahead
though there 1s a two-month window for
appeal Local communities, Cape Nature
Conservation and various metropolitan,
farming and mdustrial bodies were drawn
Into the process, which has gone on for

years

Asmal delayed the announcement for 18
months, contemplating it from various an-
gles He 1s known as an mtellectual and

humanist — not without a tendency to
Inflated rhetoric ameliorated by humour —
and must be taken seriously when he says
things like "Water is the essence of hfe
Without sufficient water in adequate quan-
tities and acceptable quality, there will be
none of the prosper- ___ _ _

ity and human dig- Yy +' *
nity we all aspire to, Badund
a full and healthy fu- -
ture wili escape us |

L = £

and our children,
and our childrens’
children ”

Yet the building of
dams 1s a controvet-

sital matter In SA's
past, their construc-
tion has frequently
been a poltical
statement — like
that of the Hendnk
verwoerd Dam after
Sharpeville — with
less than full consid-
eration of therr hu-

N 46 | %
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man and environmental costs In SA, that
dam, now the Garep, led to population
removals

Worldwide, the bullding of a dam 1s
considered as but one 1n a range of op-
tions for securing water So while Asmal
may once have dreamed of being our only
Water Minuster never to build a dam, the
go-ahead for the Skuifraam project — the
dam will be 60 m high, about a km across,
store 126m m?3 of water, and add 56m m3
to current supply — forms part of an
integrated approach to water use m SA

The blunt facts are that SA 15 water-
scarce and cash-strapped With the new

National Water Act, conservation and
value for money become paramount
Through a vaniety of means, the Cape
Metropolitan Council has accepted a 10%
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indigenous plants So far 100 000 ha have
been cleared in the Western Ca

where they consume more water than
Jobs have been created to do s

The feasibility study for the Skuifraam
Dam pointed to some adverse effects

About 10% of the La Motte Forest

tations would be lost, hea
traffic could affect Fransc

as a tourist destination

estimate 1s that clearing increases runoff

In rivers by 3,5m i/ha/year
cover the Dewdale trout fa
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remaining 225 plots in Smartie
Town would be allocated to families
in Chris Han! Park and 119 to peo-
ple on the official housing waiting
list

National Party councillor Jannie
Beukes was appointed project co
ordinator and the ANC alleges that
the NP promised people in Chris
Ham Park houses 1n return for
their votes in the 1996 local elec-
tions

The developer of the project,
Charles Swanepoel, operating as
Embu Homes, apologised to the
Helderberg counci! 1n April this
year for being unable to finish the
job He said his materials had been
stolen and people were not prepared
to pay additional money he needed
to complete their homes

He admitted he had caused dis-
comfort to the people of Chris Hani
Park and said he considered 1t
“very important” to complete the
project

Mr Swanepoel said he had offered
to complete the houses, but if the

sh

() arg 81k 199
me'wnich hasnotaps

cks

council did not find his offer accept

able he would then try to repay the
money he had been paid The bulk of
this money came from housing sub-
sidies,

The director of Helderberg’s
urban planning, housing and deve)-
opment committee, J J Degenaar,
sald the council had been putting
pressure on the developer constant-
ly to finish the job and would seek
legal opinion on how to deal wath the
matter

The Heiderberg conncil’s deputy
director of revenue, Henry Dowling,
said the case of Mr Basson's water
bill and others similar to his were
heing*investigated and there would
be more clarity by the end of next
week

“It 13 a very contentious 1ssue
There have been cases where people
requested a connection, paid for it
and the b1l was sent for the water
used Who used the water we do not
know

“We will have to find that out
our mvestigation,” Mr Dowhng said
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Dam will boost .
Cape water supply
Louise CnokU 2@ |

THE new R620m Skuifraam Dam to be built 1n the vicin-
ity of Franschhoek and Paar] 1n the Western Cape will
add a yield of 56-million cubic metres a year to the
current water supply system for Cape Town and sur-
rounding areas

Unlitke past practices of simply building dams when
water was needed, the buildmg of the Skuifraam Dam
was closely hnked to resource demand management
Strategies, water affasrs and torestry director Babs
Naidoo said yesterday .

“There comes a time when you have to build a dam,
but 1t has to be subject to further conservation poh-
cies to ensure the proper management of the’ re-
source,” she said

Construction of the dam as well as the Skuifraam
supplement scheme on the upper Berg River would go
ahead i two to three years' time -,

Water conservation and demand Imanagement
schemes hnked to the building of the dam melude the
clearing of mvasivé alien vegetation and the establish-
ment of a dedicated water-demand management umt
by the Cape Metropolitan Council

Also due to recerve attentign wouild be repairing
leaks, Improving metering and removing wasteful
plumbing fixtures, the departifent said Organised
agriculture would also be consulted with a view to
promoting more efficient water usage 1n the province

The planned Skuifraam Dam will be located on the
ubper Berg River in the La Motte forest, about 5km
west of Franschhoek .

The dam will be Iinked to the Theewaterskloof Dam
viathe Elwersanrerend tunnel system

blaq -
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Prfessor sa's 64 settlements around
Cape Town will be a problem forever
unless ‘idealistic’ policy is revamped

TOM HOOD ( | rfALI-)

NE of Cape Town’s most accom-
phshed cml engmneers has

%‘ called for an overhaul of the
housin

\

g policy for the city and sur-
rounding areas
John Abbott, professor of civil en-

\gmeerm g at UCT said mumgcipalties

i

0

should upgrade shacks mnstead of tak-
ing on the near impossible task of re-
housing people in new brick homes

Abbott was commissioned five years
ago by the Cape Metropolitan Council
to assess the growth of informal hous-
ing mn greater Cape Town

According to a report released this
week, he identified 72 100 shacks m 64
mformal settiements up to May last
year This figure was growing by about
16 percent a year

The number of shacks grew two-and-
a-half ttmes from 28 300 to 72 100 from
January 1993 to May 1998 The number
of shack settlements had grown from
52, according to a council document

Asked for comment after the release
of the figures, Abbott said* “Without an
urgent and clear change in policy the
real 1ssues will not be addressed

“We have passed the point where we
can talk mn an 1dealistic way sumply
about rehousing everyone ”

About 25000 shacks had been up-
graded in Gauteng after the owners
had received security of tenure and
similar attempts were being made n
Durban and Port Elizabeth

Cape Town should adopt a symilar
approach mstead of relying on the
R15 000 government subsidy for low-
imcome famihes

Another council document showed
the'sub-economic housing backlog was
about 220 000 and population growth

—_—— -

would boost this to 260 000 by 2010
This equalled housing an extra 20 000
farmihes which wouid take up all the
housing subsidies available a year

Almost all the shack dwellers n
greater Cape Town were from the East-
ern Cape and onethird of black fam-
1lies lived in informal settlements

A new tendency revealed by the sur-
vey was the growth of backyard shacks
in the newly developing low-Income
housing areas This indicated that .mi-
gration was far higher than the 16 per-
cent recorded by informal settlement
growth Abbott said the gmwth. n
backyard shacks reduced the gmwth
of informal settlements

Abbott said the City of Cape, ann
had the most shacks of the six munic-
1palities, with 42 percent of the total

The 1998 shack count for the mu-
nicipalhty was 31618, a six percent
growth 1n two years despite 4 000 new
housing sites beng allocated to squat-
ters The number 1s predicted to grow
to 34 000 over the next two years

Blaauwberg resettled more shack
residents, as a percentage of total
shack pnpulatmn than other munic-
ipalities But the number of shack
dweliers there had increased

The Marconi Beam settlement 1in Mil-
nerton should have been cleared a
year ago but the density was back to
what 1t was before relocation to Joe
Slovo Park because as people moved
out new people moved n

“It 1s clear that this 1s a textbook
case-study of fatled relocation, using
an imposed solution that does not
recognise the forces underpinmng ur-
ban migration,” said Abbott

Brian Watkyns, chairman of the Cape
Metropolitan Council’s planning com-
mittee, saxd the six municipalities
would be consulted before recommen-
dations were made

A —— e ——
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Probe into
‘phantom w
houses’ "

JOSEPH ARANES ﬂ p\U' /Y "’[ b ’ qq

STaFF REPORTER

The Helderberg Municipality has asked the
Public Protector to help investigate the failure
of a building contractor to complete low-cost
houses m Macassar for which he was paid.

A full council meeting debated the crisis for
almost three hours yesterday, before deciding 1t was
in the interests of those left homeless that the matter
be mvestigated at the highest level

The Macassar housing 1ssue began about two
years ago when the provincial housing board.
approved mdividual housing subsidies for the resl-
dents of the informal settlement of Chris Han1 Park,

The community, with the help of attorneys,
appomted a local contractor, Embu Homes, to bitld
their houses In an attempt to get the funds released,
the residents signed contracts indicating they had
received their houses SRR ty

Helderberg Muncipality’s director of housing, ..
Hans Degenaar, said problems arose when the con-
tractor farled to deliver on his promaise

“He handed over some completed houses, others
were partially completed and a lot of the 106 houses
were never builtat all Asamunicipality, we are
looking at ways of getting the people housed, |

“Part of this process includes callmg m the Public
Protector, Selby Bagwa, to mnvestigate,” he said

African National Congress provincial leader
Ebrahim Rasool said his party commended the
municipality for calling on the Publi¢ Protector to
Investigate the matter

“This same contractor, m spite of the fact that the
houses were not completed, has since been awarded
subsequent contracts by the provincial housing
bnardfr with the knowledge of the Minister of Hous-
1ing, Cecil Herand:en,” he said *

The contractor could not be reached for comment
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LYNNE RIPPENAAR "
StAFe REPORTER

Employees working for Members of
Parliament are being evicted from
Pelican Park after houses were
wrongfully allocated by political
parties. '

Greg MacMaster, regional manager of

the national Department of Public Works,
said they had arranged with political par-
tles 1n 1994 that each one would get a
housing quota and that the party’s whips
would allocate houses

However, houses which were meant for
MPs had wrongfully been allo cated by par-
ties to MPs’ support staff

“The accommodation in the three par-
liamentary villages 1s intended for parha-
mentarians and sessional officials,” said
Mr MacMaster

“Some of the political parties gave some
vacant houses to parliamentary support
staff.”

In July 1997, the department gave the
“legal” residents verbal notice to quit the
houses Two written notices were sent to
residents in August and November 1997,

The matter went to court after residents
failed to leave the premises and the court
ruled residents had to move by June 15

Mr MacMaster said that of the S1X ten-
ants who had been served with evigtion
notices, four had moved while two had
remamed 1 the houses and had had to be
put out,

Yesterday, Munsoer Anthony, whose.

wife works 1n one of the national govern-
ment departments, said he was “very
angry” about the evichion. His wife, whom
he said could not be named, had asked for a
10-day extension until they could move to
their new homem Grassy Parkon July 1.
Some of the government employees
being evicted did not want to reveal their
names to the press for fear they might be

Houses ‘wrongly alloc
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Out in the cold: the belonrgings of

“Now Public Works say we are 1llegal
occupants. We paid to stay here and they
gave us keys,” said Mr Anthony.

Next door to the Anthony home there
are two sumilar empty houses, and one res:-
dent said most of the one-bedroom houses
were unoccupied Standing at the entrance
to Pelican Park, Mr Anthony said that he
was waiting for his children, the eldest of
whom 1s 10, to come home from school.

“This 1s going to be a shock for them,”
sa1d Mr Anthony, “My eldest daughter s
very upset and the five-year-old said she
was going to miss the place. _ -

“Wedon'thavea placeto g0.”

One government employee said she had
been at work when the sheriff of the court
came to her house

She had started packing her belongmgs

_li

a government employee, who was evicted from Pehican Park
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yesterday, at the enfranceto the parliamentary village near Zeekoevier . T
- ‘ ﬁ'“- \ Tary, Uy * - I ) g -7 T2
reprimanded or lose themr jobs - with the mtention of moving as soon as she
The two famihies evicted yesterday had  found a new home for herself and her two
lived in Pelican Park for three vears. children, but mstead had found all her fur-

mture and other belongmgs at the entrance
to the village when she got home yesterday,

“Idon’t really know what to say Iam
not thinking straight now,” she said.

“I saxd I was ready to move, but they did
not give me time. I told them I was lookmg
for aplace I asked for an extension ”

As the woman tossed books and other
ltems 1nto a rubbish bag, she said “T don’t
want to look at it, because then I won’t
throw it away and I can’t take 1t with me,

Mr MacMaster said residents had been |

told they did not meet criterta tostay |
“Two-and-a-half years is enough time to
get a new home and we need the houses for
MPs and sessional officials * N
He said the process of getting rid of ten-
ants had taken so long because new laws
mntroduced 1n 1998 made evichion difficuit.
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Housing boss

threatens to
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Provincial Housing Mjmsterr

court action

Mr Rasool commended the
municipahty for calling on the Pub-
lic Protector to mvestigate

He said “This same contractor,
Cecil Herandien 1s threatening 1n spite of the fact that the houses
legal action against African were not completed, has smee been
National Congress leader awarded subseguent contracts by
Ebrahim Rasool for making the provincial housing board with
allegations about an incomplete  the knowledge of the Minister of
housing development in Housmg, Cectl Herandien.”
Macassar Mr Herandien said the residents

An outraged Mr Herandien sald
yesterday that to accuse him of con-

wdoning rregularities and Incompe-,
Hj:ence was nc-thmg short of defama-

‘tion of character’
He had spoken to his attorneys

| who were studying Mr Rasopl’s

remarks.

The allegations refer to prob-
lems with a project 1n Chris Hani
Park, also known as Smartie Town,

- and ivolve Government SubSIdIES

paid out for 106 houses Some of the
houses were never built and others
were not completed

On Tuesday, the Helderberg
Municipality asked Public Protec—
tor Selby Bagwa to help investigate
the failure of a building contractor
to complete low-cost houses for
which he had been paxd

The municipality launched an
Investigation this week and was
seeking legal advice,

had appointed the contractor them-
selves and that he had'not been
mvolved 1n this process .

Of the 106 units originally sched
ujed to be built, 64 were campleted
25 were still under construction and

. 17 had not been started

Mr Herandien said the project
had been continuously monitored
and various problems had been
1dentified, some relatmg to the pro-
cessing of subsidy apphications

He said mdividual residents had
paid their subsidy money to a firm
of attorneys, who were 1n turn
responsible for paymg the contrac-
tor This was normal practice.

Mr Herandien said that he was
confident that the problems in
Macassar would be sorted out
through the correct channels

L.ast night the contractor,
Charles Swanepoel of Grabouw,

“declined to comment
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Don’t move, improve — UCT

A proposal to upgrade
shacks rather than replace
them with brick houses is a
cost-effective way of
providing low cost housing,
says a professor of civil
engineering.

rddOhn Abbott, professor of
civil engmeermeg at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town, said the 1dea
required a new approach, but it
was “a cost-effective way of
development”.

The 1dea has been welcomed
by shack dwellers in a snap sur-
vey by the Cape Argus

People said government
housmg subsidies might go fur-
ther when it came to upgrading
dweilings, rather than building
new ones

They said, also, that the
brick houses that were being
built were too small.

Professor Abbott said Cape
Town faced a number of differ-
ent housing problems, suich as
overcrowding in Mitchell’s
Plain and Hanover Park, and a
proliferation of backyard
shacks and informal settle-
ments.

He said the last meanimgful
housing project 1n Cape Town
was Mitchell’s Plain

When shack dwellers went
from an informal settlement to
formal housing, the vacant land
was invaded by more peopie

L

JOSEPH

lan to upgrade

NORMAN

METRO REPORTER

and the backlog mereased.

Abouf 25 000 shacks had
been upgraded in Gauteng after
shack dwellers recerved secur-
ty of tenure.

Similar efforts regarding
shacks were being made 1n
Durban and Port Elizabeth

Cape Town should adopt a
similar approach instead of
relying on the R15 000 govern-
ment subsidy for low-income
famihes, said Professor Abhott

The Cape Metropolitan
Council commuissioned Profes-
sor Abbott to conduct a pilot
project to evaluate shacklands
to see whether upgrading
would be a better alternative
than relocating people to low-
cost housing schemes on far-
away sifes

The project team 18 checking
to see which methodology or
gurdelines could be used to
upgrade informat settlements

' The team 1s taking aerial
photographs of shanty towns,
looking at the demographics,
1identifying the number of

b
L]

‘- a’{

shacks in an area and captur-
g details such as the struc-
tures’ numbers and open
spaces available for pusmble
roadways.

A survey 1s then made uf the
residents’ skills and how the
settlement could be developed
economically,

“Obviously, physical
changes will have to be made,
such as the shafting of certamn
famalies within certain settle-
ments,” said Professor Abbott.

Local authorities should
develop good relationships
with informal settlement mm-
munities.

Key policy prmmples shr.m]ﬂ
be mapped out and the manner
in which the development will
be done should be dlscussed
with communities .

“It is a process and depends
on how much funds are avail-
able ”

Professor Abbott said the
amm was to transform mformat
settlements mto desirable com-
munities and to get people
mmvolved in their own develop-
ment.

There were hidden costs for
people who were mamtaimning a
home for the first time, such as

_rents and rates.

“Not everyone can afford it,”
sa1d Professor Abbott.
In terms of his scheme,

Shack-dwellersgpq;g
ories

!

1S€

(i1au)

research professor

households could choose how
to pay for the new venture
which “makes 1t affordable”
The project team would for-
ward 1ts findings to local
authorities for their study
Provincial Housing Minis-
ter Cecil Herandien welcomed
the professor’s suggestions, but
doubted whether shanty
dwellers would be enthusiastic
However, a snap survey by
the Cape Argus prwed him
wrong. - e » g
Several hnmeless people

'sald new brick houses were

even smaller than most shacks.
. Nomthandazo Yawa' of

' Samora Machel informal seftle-
« ment near Philippi said “It's a

very good idea.”
. She said contractors always

. told people they could not buld

"decent houses with the govern-
ment housing subs:dy. - B ¥ <,

.. But they saxd 1t waspossible {

that the suhs:idy would go fur-

"ther when it came to upgrading

existing dwellings
Nomanges1 Lut), who lives
In a backyard shack m NY72 1n
Guguletu, said new houses
were so small people could not
get all therr belongings in.
Miriam Deseu of Khayelit-
sha said new homes had only
one room and no tollet, and
“contractors always complain
that the subsidy 1s too little”

]
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Herandien defends housmg policy

KARIN SCHIMKE
POLITICAL WRITER

WESTERN Cape housing MEC Cecl
Herandien has accused ANC leader
Ebrahum Rasool of defaming him by
saying he was corndoning irregulari-
f1es 1n'a Macassar housing project
Herandien was reacting yesterday
to Rasool’s speech 1n the provincal
legislature on Monday Rasool said
“The re-appomtment of Cecil Heran-
cien (as housing MEC) 15 cynical 1n
the extreme, given that his role 1s
being ivestigated by Judge Heath 1n
the housing development 1n his con-
stituency of Macassar where a con-
tractor has admitted to receiving

M

money more than one ar agr.::r,
18 houses stand incomplete and 19

have not yet been built, and people
are being charged for water con-
sumption at these plots *

The Helderberg council this week
decided to ask the Public Protector to
look into the matter of uncompleted
houses i Smarty Town 1n Macassar

Herandien reacted yesterday by
sayimng 1t was not the responstbility of
the housing department or the hous-
ing MEC to pay the contractor

“The subsidy money (for 106
houses 1n Smarty Town) was paid to
a firm of attorneys, who were in turn
responsible for paying the funds to
the contractor This 1s normal prac-

CT R

tICE 1n cases such as these ”
He said the Helderberg munici-

palty had imvestigated the matter

Herandien said since the incep-
tion of the housing subsidy scheme
in 1994, the province had provided
around 110 000 new “housing
opportunities” More than 80 000
new houses had been built or were
under construction

Herandien added that the Macas-
sar contractor had been appointed
by the housing beneficiaries them-
selves

“Of the 106 units, 64 have
already been completed, 25 are
under construction and 17 have not
f'et been started,” he said

NEE
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THE fate of 1 000 badly built council houses at Lost
City, Mitchells Plain, will be discussed by jape

Town’s housing committee on Wednesday

Every house 1n a sample of 20 was condemned for
structural defects by independent surveyors, who
said they shnuld be demolished

Lost City residents have rejected a council offer to
repair the houses-and demanded that |,

® The council sell the houses voetstoots' to the
residents for between R5 000 and R15 000

® Failing this, the cuunml should add a room with

‘a-door. to eac hﬂl.lSE TR EETE .

@ Alternatively, the’ hﬂuses shnuld be, knocked
down and rebuilt properly.,

“At the least we want another room with an outside |
door,” Hendrina Sauls, chairwoman of the Lost City
Civic Association Furum told Cape Metro

Over 90 percent of the resldents have refused to
pay rent because of the state of the houses

Areport by housing manager Daphne King said the
counci could be held liable if it failled to repair
structural defects and would cnnmder repalrmg the
houses " Wi oW |
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Investor’s
- court bid

to evict
squatters

NORMAN

jf{jfﬂ%m ARG 15]HH

rmen investor Is applying to
the Cape High Court for an
eviction order to remove
hundreds of squatters from a
Phiippi stte earmarked fora

R12-million industrial estate
m Helmut Ernst’s attorney, Peter

Pearson, is in the process of compil-
. Ing docurnents for the application to
evict the people from the 20ha site at
‘ Monwood in Philipp.

Mr Ernst, director of four compa
nies, is also a representative for a
group of German invescors who are
to be Involved in industrial develop-
ment on the site

An eviction order would prohibit
people from re occupying the site
they first set foot on in February

Recently Mr Ernst and Mr Pear-
son approached political parties, the
City of Cape Town and several other
government departments for help,
but without suecess They have now

opted to take the matter to court and
i get am evietion order
, At yesterday’s eity council plan

e ning committee meeting, it was
decided that a special meeting
involving the committee and the
housing committee would ba set up
to work out a plan of action regard
ing the invaston of about 2 000 squat
ters in the Philippi industrial area
since February

The planning committee is to
. investigate whether Monwood's
nejghbouring sites are viable for an
industrial estate or should be
rezoned for housing

Councillor Belinda Walker hand-
ed in a motion to the planning com
mittee calling for a fiull discussion on
land invastons in Philippi, in partic
ular the Monwood industrial estate

She agked that a report on the
’ issus, by council officials, be submit
ted to the committee within 30 days

Ms Walker said land invasions in
the Philippl area were affepting
development, and the issye needed
to be addressed as soon as possible

Councillor David Ntlanganiso
drew support in yesterday's meeting
1 when he said, “We must lopk 4t how
topreventland invasions ‘'

. “In this building we talk and talk
sand take po action. There Is an inva
»5jon as we speak at De Lix (near
“Samora Machgl squatter camp) and
+ 1t's not d politjcal is5ue
¥ Planning committee member
; Revel Fox described the invasions as
"8 "local emergency™, and sald the
- ! joint meeting with the housing com-
yujittes mustdeliver a plan of action
', M Meanwhile, ithas emerged that
council workers allegedly used
'muniecipal trucks recently to move
1 building materials for squatters on
to vacant sites in Philipp!

According to reliable sources,
after an internal investigation sever-
al workers were given warnings
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Shicella outbreak

claims three live

ERIC NTABAZALILA

- AN outbreak of shugella, a particularly vir-
. ulent form of dysentery, has occurred on
the Cape Flats and has caused the deaths
of at least three children 1n areas where
the bucket system 15 used

Dr Ivan Toms, medical officer of
health 1n the City of Cape Town, con-
firmed the outbreak of the disease

“There was a recent outbreak of shugel-
la which caused the deaths of children
who were exposed to human faeces
There was a high incidence of the disease
11 areas which were still using the bucket
system,” he said

Toms said that the bucket system
| resulted in unpleasant odours and flies

(i)

= 15 =71aq

Chﬂdren s Hosprtal, Alan Sive, described
shugella as a bacteria that causes dysentery
— an mfection of the mtestinal tract caus-
Ing severe diarrhoea tainted with blood
and mucus

He said 1t caused an associated disease
whuch affects the blood and kidneys, caus-
ing children to develop kidney failure and
for them to bleed heavily THese condi-
tions can lead to death

However, he said not all patients with
shigella developed kidney failure and
bleeding He said the disease attacked
adults as well, but children were more
at rsk

“We had a recent outbreak of the dis-
ease at the Red Cross Children’s Hospital
and 1nterestingly, the majority of the

which spread diseases patients were from Gugulethu
Professor of Paediatrics at Red Cross 0 Tum to Page 3
c T :.TT
L AR R A RN ‘) Wﬂ-’* R

‘I can’t s’:éi how mary people died”

U From Page 1 C xl? rl
8 “But I'm no¥ sure whether they we

ing from areas whete the bucket system was
used

“However this disease 1s much more com-
mon 1n areas where there are sewerage prob-
lems It has led to deaths, but I cannot say
how many people have died

“I have been imnvolved 1n one of the cases
where a patient’s colon had to be removed ”
he said

Lmdwe Mndayi, a Silvertown resident 1n
an area where sanufation is supphied by 1 400
buckets, 1s one of the worred parents after her
baby was diagnosed with diarrhoea

”I was told my child has developed this |
disease because we are staying in a dirty area
full of germs I'm very worned because I have
heard that the same disease can kill a child ”

There are 50 other buckets scattered
around Khayelitsha, while the Cape Town
City Council services 600 buckets for resi-
dents from Vygieskraal, KTC, Tambo Square,
Mpinga Square, Mkhonto Square Mpetha
Square and Boys’ Town

Toms sard: “The aty council would like to
move to a point where all residents are
provided with flushing toilets as the bucket
system 15 dangerous
0 See Insight Page 13
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Mas {ékhane

award for Rivers g]ale

MANDLA MNYAKAM

CT 23(F[a9
RIVERSDALE has won the ahnual’’
Mdsakhane Top Achiever Town
award beating other Western Cape
tdWlls such as Vredendal, Wolseley,
Blaauwberg, City of Tygerberg,
Oosternberg, Ceres, Wellington,
Oudtshoorn and Worcester

The Riversdale town council
was presented yesterday with a
chedue for R100 000 by Local Gov-
ernmient Mimster Plerre Uys

..There was a set of crrteria par-
tlmpants had to comply with

IaLI-

add;n at 1n winning the award
they should be seen as an example
“for other muict palities,.; i, :{

Chris Taute the 1 maydr of
Riversdale, said the mdneyqv.fduld
be.used to educate people about
Masakhane — about the payment
of services

“We.entereu th15 beeause we
wanted to uplift the standard of
living m our community *

Taute said Riversdale won the

competitton because 1t had taken a

. more humane, approach It had

ndt fereed.pedple to pay for ser-

Lo "We encourage community , , Vices, but had instead:mvolyed all
develdpment and service-dehvery . ..;# hdse 11} arrears 1nredmmun1ty-

?}1 ‘Ccommunities, This award 1§ to

e,

~based projects |~ - > ’"tt

;sa}f tothe commututy of Rivers- , «eaoRiversdale will now.represent

. delg “thank you for getting your

'the Western Cape.an the'national

edmmumty mvolved',” saxd Uys, .~ Masakhane Awards competition
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PROJECT DOOMED FROM START

'y g

?.ll i

ONE THOUSAND crummy houses constructed by the
Cape Town City Council at Lost City In Mitchells Plain are
to be reparred Consumer Writer GUSTAV THIEL reports.

E City of Cape Town'’s top
I official, Saleem Mowzer, has
called for a system of ac-
countability to be put 1 place to
make members of previous aity
councils pay for their inability to
deliver proper housing to the
poor
Mowzer, Exco chairperson,
made the call subsequent 1o a
decision by the council to make
R3,9 million available from the
Social Development Capital Fund
for the repair of houses in the Lost
City area of Tafelsig The city
housing project, which was mitt-
ated i 1992, went badly wrong
In Apnil thus year, ndependent
assessors found problems with
houses — ranging from crachked
walls, faulty foundations, water
seepage and damp floors to leak-
ing roofs
The council decided not to
demolish the houses, but to
accept responsibility for the dam-
age and, according to Daphne
King, the existing housing stock
manager of the council, they are
i the process of putting the pro-
ject out for tender The housing
committee recommended on

Wednesday that BKS Ltd be
appointed as supervising engi-
neers on the project

One thousand houses were
constructed during 1992 and
1993, but the houses were built on
raft foundations which were inad-
equate

Mowzer told the Cape Times
yesterday he deemed the council’s
decision to approve the reCcom-
mendation of the joint housing
and finance committee, which
met on Wednesday, to be “one of
the most historic decisions taken
by the council We basically
decided to say that it was the city’s
fault that the housing project in
Lost City went wrong and that we
are going to do everything 1n our
power to rectify the situation”

“Tt 1s our responsibility as an
ANC council to make sure that we
deliver to the poor and this deci-
s10n proves our commtment ”

He added that he believed the
current state of housing in the
province, which mncludes the Lost
City project, was the result of “the
mabihity and attitude of the DY
council which was 1n place at the
nime, to deliver proper housing to

the poor”

“We are stuck with a situation
that was basically the previous
council’s fault and I think we will
have to look at ways to make these
people financially accountable for
their actions ”

Mowzer said the DP chair-
person of the housing commuttee
in 1992, Neil Ross, and Isobel
Edelstein, who 15 now the deputy
mayor 11 the Metropolitan Coun-
cil, should specifically be made to
answer for their tnaction 1n deliv-
ering houses to the poor

In response to Mowzer's alle-
gations, Ross said “he 1s talking
crap” and added that “Mowzer
should check his facts before
speaking out”

“What he fails to understand,
it seems, 15 that we were depen-
dent on the province at the time
for money to build houses for the
poor and the province decided to
cut the governmental subsidy for
houses ” Ross added that “even n
our darkest days we managed to
build more houses for the poor
than Mowzer 1s managing today”

“The money that the council
will use to repair the houses 1n
Tafelsig 1s money that was gamned
from the sale of rented bungalows
on Clifton beach, so in effect
Mowzer’s council 1 using money
that we made available "

(194

et 20/ 199

Hans Smit, who was director of
project management services i
the counci] 1n 1992 and is current-
ly director of housmg in the South
Perunsula Municipality, also said
yesterday he believed the provin-
cial government, under NP hous-
mg murusters Cecil Herandien and
Gerald Morkel, had more to do
with the fact that delivery of low-
cost housing to the poor did not
occur the way 1t should have

“The houses in Tatelsig were
built on raft foundations because
there simply wasn't enough
money to afford dafferent kinds of
foundations Our engineers did
not find serious problems at the
nime with the foundations, but
the area where the houses are situ-
ated 15 particularly exposed to
strong winds and erosion,” Smuit

said

The council’s housing Com-
mittee admutted this week that the
project was doomed from the
start The development proposal
steering committee said that at
the start of the project, they had
had reservations about using raft
foundations

In late 1993, before the legal
tenants could take possession of
the houses, 300 of them were ilie-
gally occupied By the time they
were eventually vacated, damage
amounting to R900 000 was done

#_‘_——
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ADRIAN HADLAND : Mahanyéle earlier this month to 4@ attern and has worked out how o
Pounca EDmOR - . gve her an idea of the extent of the ““¢lose ‘the loopholes,” said, Ms §

| . B ud being unearthed since its 7}MthembrMahanyele.. « - e
A big crackdown on widespread mvestigations began last yéar’ £ P, .t A helpline would be established
fraud in the Government’s A ministry report has beén for- iandshehadbegun toappealon rq.dio
housing subsidy scheme hasbeen ~ warded t6'the office of President 1o subsidy applicants to report ille-
launched in the Western Cape. Mbeki, who has taken responsibility gl activities L T

~ The mitiative, ajomnt operation
by the housing minisiry and the
Heath anii-corruption unit, 1s part of
a national effort to bring thousands

of mdividuals and hundreds of
development companies to book for
the abuse of housing subsidies

The Heath umt confirmed that 1t
has applied for a presidential procla-
mation extending its mquiries to the
Western Cape

It said a number of ailegations
involving housing subsidy fraud
had come to light in the province
« HEwvidence from other provinces,
where the crackdown has already
begun in earnest, have revealed the
scale of the problem. In KwaZulu
Natal alone, 53 000 mndividual appli-
cations are being scrutiised with
about 40 housing projects

In Gauteng, almost 150 projects
and more than 100 individuals are
being mvestigated.

The Government pays a subsidy
of R16 000 to people wanung toowna
home for the first iime. It 1s axmed at
c1tizens with small annual incomes
who have previously been denied
the opportunity to buy property.

Members of the Heath unit met
Housimg Minister Sankie Mthembi-

for co-ordinating a national anti-cor-
ruponstrategy. ; =~ 4 % Y

Subsidyﬁ'audﬁfastakingplace in
2 number of ways, said Ms Mthembi-
Mahanyele.

Some individuals who had
recerved subsidies, for example, did
not meet the criteria. These stipulat-
ed South African citizenship, a max-
imum salary limit and no ownership
of other property. & "~ -

Cases of people with several iden-
tity documents recelving subsidies
in a number of provinces had been
unearthed. .7t L

i

s1dies had been found to have either
failed to complete houses, not bualt
them at all, buzlt them 1o an made-
guate standard or charged extortion-
ate fees — m some €ases Up to R6 000
—for processing applications

The Heath unit has also alerted
the ministry about conveyancers
duplicating IDs and applying for
subsidies on behalf of beneficiaries
who eventually do not get the hous-
es. The beneficiaries are given
bribes of between R1 (000 and R1 500

and the rest of the money is pocketed

by conveyancers. .,
“The mmag‘.;t;‘y 1 looking at the

G

v “\e are determined to root out
sgmrrupﬁon in all its forms,” she said.
»3-IThe mimistry would be improv-
~rig its subsidy assessment process.
Property deed registers would be
checked and a computer database in
. the national housmg ofhice would be
yevamped to mclude a tracking sys-
tem toidentify fraudulent applica-
tions by including thumbprints.
, Monitoring of progress at housing’
* gites would be beefedup. -
= At present, developers have to
~receive a “happy letter” from sub-
s1dy beneficiaries stating that they
‘are satisfied with the completed
waork before they are paid.
iThe manager of the Heath unit's
Gauteng mvestigation team, Tinus
Rheeder, said: “They (the minstry)
can do more ... to get the depart-
ments to act in the right manner.

“The whole scheme 18 ajimed at
poor people, but there are guys get-
ting rich out of this system and oth-
ers who are losing out on getting a
house.” = -

Ms Mthembi-Mahanyele said
prosecutions of subsidy fraudsters
had begun to gather pace and many
more could be expected m the com
ing months. £
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Bid to write off arrears gets nod

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENY [a l‘l’

The South Peninsula Council has
agreed to approach the provincial
MEC for housing to have the
arrears on house payments for the
400 residents of St Montague
Village, Lavender Hill, written off.

The council has already agreed to
reduce the cost of the houses by R10.000
because of poor workmansh 1p

A delegation of residents of St Mon-
tague Village, Lavender Hill, heard a

recent meeting of the South Peninsula
Council reduce the value of their
homes

Atlast week’s meeting the residents
sald they wanted all the arrears writ-
ten off as well as the house prices
reduced

A report on the debate that
appeared 1n the the Cape Argus on
Thursday July 29 failed to mention the
arrears decision which the residents
consider a major breakthrough

Al ST
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‘shamed’{
over land'

. 3

for shelter
PETER GOOSEN ﬁ@m:
SPECIAL CUFﬁSE ENT a L§ q q

The South Penme

Mumelpahty should be eehemed
thet it cannot find a emtable site
1n Grassy Park for a shelter for
homeless people, says Grassy
Park councillor Philip Bam,,

Mr Bem eeld at the couneil’s
monthly meeting last week that resi-
dents had obj eeted S0 etrengly fo e
haven m Grassy Park that the coun-
cil had not dared to make any munic-
1pal-owned land available.

“We have failed the hemelese
people of Gre.eev Park because of our
1mability to eeme to grips with this
problem

#~~Tt’s a sad thing, but1t’s whet the
eemmumty says' Now 1t's our Jeb to
ot the community mvolved to show
that we do care. It’s a shameful day
for this council, a shame on all of
us,” he said

In etark contrast, African Nation-
al Cengreee councillor Vernen Sey-
mour, in whose ward part of GI‘B.SSY
Park falls, seconded the recommen-
dation to turn down the shelter
application for council-owned land

The ANC’s Dick Meter eeld the
council had been way too passive
over this issue’ 31

The New National Party’s Nevilie
Riley said the council owned a'lot of
land 1n Grassy Park and musttake
thé mitiative to organise a land swop
for suitable, privately-owned lahd m
Victoria Road that for a shelter

Mr Riley was backed hy the
Democratic Party’s Herbert'Syre
and the New NP’s John Mathee® °

’ Independent councillior Nicki
Holderness said that if the council
was goIng to turn down the Haven’s
eppheatlen for council land she
weuldnet ‘supportit

. The DP’s Bill Stibbe said the e1v1e
associations needed to take 'respen-
s1bility fer finding eelut1ene m their
eem?gnymtlee for the vagrants in
thér areas IS

‘ Man‘s? C1V1C eeeeeletmne were
enly céficerned with “Nimbys” (not
m my back yard) and dad little to find
solutions for destitute people

b
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MONEY MAY BE LOST

Housing subsidy plan
led to disappointment

HOMELESS people of Mbekwent who hoped government
housing subsidies would give them homes wait while the
builders argue ERIC NYABAZALILA reports

HEN the government
introduced the housing
subsldy scheme to alle-

viate homelessness, many home
less Mbehweni residents thought
their frustrations were over

But now, three years later,
their hopes of ever becoming
home owners are fading, and the
provincial housing board has
threatened to allocate the money
for the housing project to some
thing eltse if it is not used

The problem arose when sub-
contractor Paul Arendse of Palm
Butlders and Decorators told the
residents at a publlc meeting that
he could butld 40m2 houses for
the same cost as the 27m?2 houses
proposed by the Paarl councl]

Bruce Kannemeyer, a former
counctllor in the area and now a
member of parliament, sald that
late fast year the councli declded to
award Asla Clvil Contractors the
contract to develop the area called
Project 2 for low-cost houses

He sald that after the develop-
ment of the area oniy R3 608 was
left of the R17 250 government
subsidy for each house Asla then
buiit “wetcare” structures consist-

e T I
".T"-j-i::-rhdr A
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“dj‘m Fr, -
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Pl i 3

ing of four concrete pillars, a roof
and a toilet

The residents refected the
structures and sald they would
oppose anybody other than
Arendse who started bujlding
houses In the area

Mandia Ngwenya, a member
of the beneflciarles committee,
said all the residents wanted the
bigger houses to be built They
could not understand why the
council should refuse to give the
contract to a builder who would
build bigger houses for the same
price

Kannemeyer sald the counclt
had decided toadd R6 892 a house
to enable the bullder to bulld
proper houses as [t felt it could not
let the residents stay in “welcore”
structures “We consulted the
community and explained every
thing about Project 2 to them,” he
sald

“When somebody sald
Arendse could bulld larger houses
for same amount of money, we
felt we owed it to the community
to discuss the matter with
Arendse

“We had out reservations and

UTTLE BOXES: Residents of Mbekweni and the provinciaf housing
boerd are still trying to resolve a dispute which has further delayed the
bultding of new homes for the community  PICTURE, ANGELD KALMEYER
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our technical people wanted to
find out if he could build so many
houses Though we had these
reservations we decided to put it
t0 the community to decide
which houses they wanted They
obviously chose the 40m? hous-
€5,” he said

He sald Arendse signed a con-
tract with Asla Civil Contractors
to build the houses, but slnce then
he had built only three show
houses

Arendse alleges that Asta Civil
Constructors was refusing to sign
sureties for him to get materjal
from suppliers

But Asla Civil Constructors
sald It was not up to the company
to provide finances or financiai
arrangements for any building
company

“"We have no problem with
Arendse We have given him the
go ahead to bulld the houses But
we cannot provide him with
finance,” said Alsa Clvil Construc-
tors” housing manager Deon Kok

He sald that as far as his com-
pany was cofnicerned, it was
impossible to bulld a house for so
liftle

“Arendse is confusing people
and playing with their expecta-
tions The material to bulld one
house is about R11 000 and the
labour would be about R1 000 and
that brings the money to R12 000
He 15 just confusing people who
are desperate to get houses,” sald
Kok

Paarl mayor Mike Mgajo, who
fears for his life after being accused
of stalling the housing develop
ment, said urgent meetings were
being organised to convince the
residents that Arendse's offer was
“utoplan”

“We have tried our best to
explain to the beneflclaries of this
project that it is impossible to
build bigger houses with that
amount of money Our fear nowis
that we might lose this money to
another profect in another area if
1t is not used and the homeless
people would be the cnes to suffer
most,"” Mgajo sald

— e il

Shack-buil
falling in metropole

— e N —

ding rate |

WHILE the number of shacks In infor.
mal settlemnents acrass the Cape met-
ropolitan area has tripled In five years,
the rate of increase was slowing
down, according to a city councl]
study
The study was commissioned to
establish the location, number,
growth rate, and nature of Informal
settlements in each of the six met;n—
politan local councll areas '
The total number of shacks
Increased by 25% a year from 28 395
unlisin 1993 t0 59 9421n 1996
“This has since slowed to dround
1086 annual growth, to reach a level
of 72 315 shacks in May 1998,” the
council said yesterday
“A Significant reason for this has
been the relocation of some 8 400
families to assisted housing projects
over this perlod *
In Brown’s Farm, where only
2 785 shacks existed in January 1993,
the number had grown to 5 125 by
May 1996 and to 7 481 by May 1998
The study showed there was a

compounded 16% Increase in shacks
overall, with the Helderberg munic)-
ality showing a growth of 289,
ﬁ'u:luding relocation, and the Blaauw.
berg municlpality 29% over the
64-month period
The chalrman of the council’s
Planning, Environment and Housing
Committee, Brian Watkyns, sald the
predominant growth appeared to be
around the oldest informal settle-
ments such 4s Brown's Farm, KTC,
Crossroads and northern Khayelitsha,
and the poorer formal areas such as
Langa and Gugulethu
“From this, we can infer that soclal
ties still prevall over ecortomic imper
ative when a family selects a location
for a shack,” Watkyns sald
“There is still the mounting realty
that any increase only places greater
pressure ont available land resources ”
The councll Is expected to extend
the existing study to Include backyard
shacking and to continue monitoring
trends when new aerial photographs

become available In 2001 —Sapa \}
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Talks help Cape’employment

L

projects to get back on track

WyndhamHartiéy <" v # "¢ g

'l; ! """ * - "r

CAPE TOWN i~ Atleast one of the southern ' Cape
Working for Water projects stopped Jast ‘month’ be-
cause of poor financial controls-and a lack of produ-
tiyity 1s to reopen after talks with local authorities,
Water Affairs Minister Ronme Kasrils said yesterday

Kasrils said a late might meeting with the mayors of
the three affected towns —Mossel Bay, George and
Knysna — led to an accord which Mossel Bay had
signed already The other two would follow after'in-
forming workers in their Working for Water projects
.. Government currently spends about'Ri20m on
hundreds of such projects across:the country which
provide poverty rehef for about 24 000 people

Kasrils said the reasons for the closure of the three
projects last month were serious overspending m the
first three months of the financal year, a,refusal by
workers to accept reductions m work time or numbers
in the face of budget cuts, poor productivity and dis-
ciphing, msufficient’contributions ' from local author-
ities and inadequétefinancial controls '* 1 ™

He said the mayors, Michael Carelse of Mossel Bay,
Meélford Notshokuvu'of George and Alan Kotk of Knys-
na, had agreed to hit financial: contributions and ac-
cept reductions i the number of people who could be
aided by the programmes As soon as the other two
signed the agreement, with workers’ support, those
programmes would also be reo EHE/L e g
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Rebels halt

building at

Vrygrond site

Court slaps ba

—ye I

- SPeCAL (GORRESPONDENT

The South Peninsula Municipality
has obtained an nrgent High Court
interdict preventing a dissident
minority group from holding up
the construction of 1 600 houses
for the families of the Muizenberg
informal settlement, Vrygrond.

The group, the Vrygrond Commu-
mty Organisation, has about 120 mem-
bers 1n a community of about 5000 and
has been at odds with the legitimate
leadership of Vrygrond and the South
Pemnsula for years.

Members allegedly used sharpened
sticks to threaten construction work-
ers on Wednesday, forcing work on the
site to be stopped.

The construction group, Ubuntu,
was awarded the R30-million contract
and Cape Premier Gerald Morkel
handed the 52-hectare site to the com-
pany on May 17.

Late on Thursday Mr Justice Com-
rie interdicted the organisation, its
members or Jeremiah Thile and nine
others from interfering or obstructing
any construction activities at the site
or intimidating, harassing, assaulting
or interfering with any employee of
the municipality or Ubuntu,

The organisation and 1ts members
were also ordered not to damage,
destroy or in any way imterfere with
the property of the municipality or
Ubuntu, or approach within 100m of
the site office or construction works.

In a sworn affidavit, the resident
engmeer at the site, Johann Joubert,
told how Vrygrond resident Jeremiah
Thale, apparent leader of the break-
away organisation, used a loud hailer
to summon people to a public meeting
1n an open field on Wednesday

About 120 people attended Aftera

N on group
L'En)moran@lu%nqaﬂe\ag tlﬂ/lﬂ Thile,

the crowd marched on the construc-
t10n site, singing and chanting, and
carrying sharpened sticks, brandished
in a “threatening manner”.

“Mr Thile said if we did not stop
work they would stop 1t for us,” Mr
Joubert said.

The south’s executive director of
housing services, Hans Smit, said Mr
Thile and the other nine, all residents,
purported to represent the Vrygrond
community under the banner of the
Vrygrond Community Organisation

“Such representation is disputed
by the majority of the inhabitants of
Vrygrond and the Vrygrond Commu-
mty Development Trust.”

B'The Vrygrond Community Devel-
opment Trust 1s supported by more
than 90% of Vrygrond residents.

The municipality entered 1nto a
partnership with the trust and late in
1996 the Vrygrond Working Group of
councillors, officials and Vrygrond
representatives was setup

The social compact between the
trust and the SPM breaks new ground
1n1 that all the plots for busmesses and
community purposes will be trans-
ferred to the trust. They will probably
be sold to provide funds for further
empowerimng work by the trust

Vrygrond, established 1n 1942 for
trek fishermen, 1s the oldest informal
gettlement 1m the Western Cape.

When Mr Morkel handed the land
to the contractors, a key member of the
trust, Trevor Sijjeur, said “The way
the community has moved from out-
right suspicion of the local authority
to a partnership with the SPM 1san
amazing, heartwarming story

“This partnership and the way it
has delivered to the community
should be a model for the rest of South
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South gpends R21m

but still no houses

('au) et 1#i8lag
BUNTY WEST demolish 1t
MUNICIPAL WRITER The shack was extended again

THE South Peninsula Municipali-
ty’s housing services committee
has spent more than R21 mullion a
year int the past two years, but not
a stngle low-cost house has been
handed over to the poor
The money was maimnly used to
pay the salaries of 173 statf, many
of them at the housing offices, and
for the mantenance of the coun-
cil’s 8 000 rental properties
But Hans Smit, the executive
director of housing services at the
mumnicipality, said the first new
houses would be handed over
within the next fortnight and by
Christmas more than 1 100 would
be occupled
Yesterday officials from the
'municipality ordered the demol-
tion of an extension to a shack
cort land set aside for the develop-
'ment of low-cost housing at
Vrygrond
The owner of the property, fed
up with waiting for a new home,
decided last week to build onto his
shack but soon found that his
efforts had been 1n vain when
council officials moved 1n to

over the weekend and council
again ordered the extension
demolished, leading to a con-
frontation between members of
the commuruty and officials

The matter, which could have
turned ugly, was settled amicably

In the first hand-over of houses
by the municipality, 120 shack
dwellers at Vrygrond will be given
the keys to thewr new homes soor

“There are 3 680 houses under
construction — meluding 1 600 at
Vrygrond, 700 at Westlake, 800 at
Lavender Hill East and 480 1n
Ocean View,” Smit said

“Next April we will begin work
on 2 000 homes at Pelikan Park,”

There were also many smaller
projects in the pipeline, Smith
said

“This year we spent R38,4m of
the government funding and
another R3,4m from the Cape
Metropohtan Counctl on low-cost
and affordable houses ”

Uniless there are mitigating fac-
tors — such as at Westlake where
families live 1n poor conditions —
priority 1s given to people on the
council’s waiting lists
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NORMAN JOSEPH
STAFF RepORTER

There appears to be hope for
hundreds of homeowners
th live in defective houses
in Grassy Park, Ottery and
St Montague Vﬂlage near
Layvender Hill.

Provlnc ial housing Minister
Cecll Herandien met a delega-
tion representing homeowners
from the three areas and
pledged to look mto the 1ssues
of the houses’ 1n1tial selling
price and the status of arrears,

» Surita Botes, Mr Herandi-
EI}.;*S spukeswnman said, “In
conJ unction with the Depart-
ment of Housing 1t will be
ﬂgblded which 1ssues fall under
Mr Herandien’s authority, and
which will have to be referred

Owners of defective
Pt for relief

9 (13k)

to the national minister or the
Provincial Housing Board

“Taking into account all
facts available, a decision will
be made regarding relief, if any,
that can be provided ”

The l1st of complaints about
the houses included cracked
walls and damp seeping
through the walls and floors

The South Peninstila coun-
cll recently agreed to reduce
the selling price of poorly-struc-
tured houses 1n St Montague
Village The council slashed
R10 000 off the mait1al selling
price of about R29 000

Richard Arends, chairman
of the Lotus River, Ottery,
Grassy Park Residents’ Associ-
ation saxd the organisation was
hopeful that the 1ssue would be
sorted out

.
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Tale of the two Retreats ...

THE South Peninsula Municipality
promised to delver 1 100 low-cost
houses before Christmas after they were
accused of dragging their feet on deliv
cry But for some families it was too late
and they have come up with plans of
theit own

“Look down any road and you will
see ane or even two families living in
someone else’s yard Overcrowdlng isa
big problem here and Ls overlooked

“It 15 lihe having two Retreats in one
But we have a plan " says Trevor Trout
from the Peaple’s Houstng Project,
based in Retreat

| ocal authorities agree that over-
crowdlng is one of the biggest — but
most ovetlooked — aspects of housing
In this province

jens Kuhn, housing researcher for
the Cape Metropolitan Council est!
mates that only 2% of Cape Town's
population lived in shacks, while 40%
were living in unheaithy, overcrowded
conditions

The remalning Capetonians lived in
market related homes or insingle famlly
units The 4096 llve on the Cape Flats,
Nyanga, Khayelitsha and Gugulethu
The marnage between overcrowding
and unemployment has largely con-
tnbuted to the city's high crime rate, the
highest TE rate in the world, gangster-

ism, street children and domestic
violence

It has also led to one of the blggest
breakdowns of baslc services In the city's
history

Three years ago taxpayers spent R81
mtlion to rejuvenate broken and over-
used dminplpes waterplpes, stormiwater
dralns, and sewerage systems

Neglect on the part of the resldents
was crucial in the meltdown of these
amenities and local authorities fear a
repeat they can ill afford as overcrowd-
Ing continues

Presently, overcrowd\ng 1s addressed
through the age.old waiting list system
while housing projects take off slowly
because of strangled budgets

The housing department is hoping
to start a fresh list by sweeping through
each municlpality and taking note of
the number of subsidies needed to
address the housing cnsis

Trout sald aimost 22 000 families
were llving in backyard shacks or wendy
houses in the South Peninsula alone —
the exact number of subsidies the entire
province gets for a year

If money Is all that's standing in the
way of clustered familles getting homes,
South Peninsula families have been gal-
vanised into action to find It

A few months ago, the People’s

F hl.l.
» T 'El" - r:; ii ﬂﬂ'-ﬂ!-lfh‘-l'
3 -~ A a"‘l":‘_‘:‘b "Hiﬁ

L
< ¥ - EMJ:—-} gﬁﬁ?f;'* :_'l:ll."-uhqu
L ] wW‘v!-! €, F- f e !

IIIIII

g 4 T.. u.fi’ﬁ'..;.

{1""“ ._--'l"' " n

AN TTe PdraTient, 0
hﬂf@ . l"r""ti. "l'“"l-'h ol H‘-w'w*# L e -

i 4 1
j‘}hih- ﬂ'-'-n;----"" ey,

- "" '..'-"""‘"Mﬂ'—l-‘.-
rr !

— + ‘- X i.;‘-" t *1 hﬁ?‘f.*—'}g iﬂh; ﬂh G Fed Pt
' -n!‘--a.';ﬂ M"& *@h&ﬁf-l ﬁ'_h,_,_.,_}. 3 h 34 tﬁi{ g "'ﬂ -{!'!

mu'-.--n. b, -u.' e re s

'-F ?

..:r'l:_.a

__.mn:‘l_ma- ,,m: e

L, ] + T
’ " .'."_":'.‘-"l T

'
. - u '-Ill-"q_ ."L l.“- . ek W

L LI . ' ' mat
L : ae " L L} .

L -

'I' S '-:j., _,;J.,_h ,‘ F-'HFJ"'JI'&' 'H'-l
-pr M*;.fﬁ‘ﬁ Abr A ,n f;gh I‘ILH:.A uEf‘fl
R ﬁ K}% i

Housing Project approached black
empowenment company, ASBF Marhet
ing, to help them pay off thelr rent and
rates arrears worth millions They
belleved that this huge debt had led
them to be sidelined.

“With this repayment we are hoping
to strike a deal with the government and
get them to use those mililons to build
houses for these famiiles This must
work, it's ouronly hope,” Trout satd

Providing more housing stock would
be the obvious solution to overcrowd-
Ing, but with the trickle of subsldies to
this province, only a handful wiil
benefit.

Satd Kuhn *Overcrowding is not
about how much land is on a single
plot {t Is about avallable Hveable space,
and we have seen plenty of wendy hous-
es In backyards Why not make it live-
able and upgrade that second
dwelling?”

At the moment Kuhn is trying to
persuade the authoritles to split subsl-
dies into two, half for new homes and
the rest for upTrading.

“It Is the council’s job to provide
water, sewers and electricity to people
anyway Accesstbility could be a prob-
lem, but the biggest problem is getting
enough morney to get more subsidies to
do this *
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EXPANDING: Nomzamo informal community is growing rapidly and encroaching on the Strand in the background. i

PICTURE: ANDREW OCTOBER

‘Children are
most vulnerable’

GERTRUDE SQWENTU, founder of South Aftican
Female Empowerment (Safe) spent 11 weehs searching
for that golden link between the fighting communities
of Lwangile and Nomzamo

For this she Invited 24 women, whose lives are iike a
tangled nechlace of pearls, to a tea party, where no time
limit existed to process opinions — and they were truly
free to say what they felt and thought without restrict
ing questlons.

At the end of her research, Sqwentu said they were
the “most atnazing women” she had ever met and took

thelr stories in thelr raw formrasimTimateperir s

she {5 sharlng with audlences across the world

Sqwentu starts by telilng me about an exght year-oid
girl who was raped She spared the details and satd anly
that if the child had hived 1n a house with running
water, she wouldn't have had to walk to the tap
that day

If there were street addresses and numbered houses,
the rapist’s hiding places wouldn't have ali looked the
same and he wouldn't be free

Without homes, the children are the most vulnera
ble, she said [n the report the women spohe of their
dreams of owning a house and how that dream was
Kilted by poverty

Sqwentu concluded. “Essentially, these people don'’t
have enough money to make demands on society Nor
do they have the power to initiate soctal amelioration
on their own

“{f they start a business, it cannot grow because, in
the words of 2 Lwandle woman, ‘you have no knowl
edge to make things bigger and when (if) things do grow
blgger, you have ne means of controlilng it — lach of
knowledge is poverty’

“These women want to send their children to better
schools More than sending their children outside to a
better school, they want to better the local school They
want better homes — even better than the new RDF
houses they know how to build better and cheaper

“They want to change their community and we

must be asking, how can we serve these people so they
can carry themselves and their comrnuruty farther than

we coutld ever imagine?
“Charity, give-away houslng and weifare do not help
anybody Falr pay and job security do
*These people simply want to be recognised as
human belngs and treated accordingly in the wark
place That power will give them the secunity and
resources to build their communities *

A AL I L +da i e St P s Bl
A HOUSING subsidy Is worth R16 000 and provides -
a four-roomed house with baslc services like run
ning water and sewerage facilities Maintenandce is
your responsibility To get on the waiting list for a
subsidised home you must
® Be a South African aitizen and have an identifica
tionbook to prove It;
® eam from nothing to R2 500 per month,
@ have dependents,
@ mutt be a first time applicant for a subsidy;
® live close to a place under development

Ll A TR S RO Y e ik ] bk ol e —

® have not previously owned a home or land,
For more Information contact your local
municipality
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Housing book:

will pave the way
PETER GOOSEN {124

SpeciaL CORRESPONDENT
kG 2el2199,
The South Peninsula Municip year

will spend R38,4-million and build more than
3 700 new houses.

This will put 1t at the forefront of the drive to pro-
vide social housing 1n the Western Cape, says 1ts
executive director of housing services, Hans Smit

Mr Smut, who 18 also president of the Institute of
Housmg for South Africa, was speaking yesterday at
the launch of the municipality’s Housing Huandbook,
sponsored by Absa Bank, in Constantia

e sa1d the housmng department’s new projects
mcluded 1602 homes 1 Vrygrond, Muzenberg, 813
1 Lavender Hill East and 700 m Westlake

«In addition, projects which are being planned
and will come on stream next year, subject to the
avallability of state funding, mclude 209 houses at
Phumlani hear Pelican Park and nearly 2 000 houses
in Pelican Park Phase 1, while consolidation prej ects
will add 540 homes m Mizamo Yethu at Hout Bay and
457 in Masiphumelele at Noordhoek ”

Land 1dentification and planning for housing had
recolved mncreased attention during the past year
with major emphasis on Pelican Park where 400ha of
prithe land west of Strandfontemn Road could make a
notable impact on the housing backlogn the south

Mr Smit said, however, South Peninsula had to
provide housing for about 28 000 families and the
land available would provide only 14 000 plots

.The Housing Handbook will be available to C1vics
1n the south and a copy 1s available 1n libraries
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Pubhc prlvate sectors unite

0 halt the rapid deterioration of Cape

Town’s CBD, 1ts business leaders have
joined forces with local government to
form a Section 21 company that aims to
steer the city clear of the fate suffered by
Johannesburg and Durban

The mntiative, driven by the SA Property
Owners' Assoclation (Sapoa), comes not a
moment too soon as traffic congestion,
crime and grime, and a growing sense of
disorder, have reached unacceptable lev-
els and the drift to the suburbs has begun

“Property owners have invested an enor—
mous amount of money i the CBD,” says
Sapoa representative Wendy Hartshoine
“They continue to do so, which shows
confidence 1n the future of Cape Town's
city centre, but we have to ensure that their
risk 1s matched by reward This 15 what the
partnership aims to achieve ”

The Cape Town Central City Partnership
aims to revitahise the central city by de-
velopimng, managmg and promoting 1t as a
leading centre for retail, commercial, res-
idential, cultural, entertainment, educa-
tional, tourism and lersure activities

"Though cleanhness and safety are im—
mary concerns at the moment, the part-
nership will focus on much more than
this,” says the partnership’s chairman,
Waterfront CEO David Jack “The urban
environment, planning, pedestrianisation,
the creation of a longer-hour shopping
zone, parking 1ssues and traffic acces-
sibility will also form the basis of our
delvery "

The 1dea 1s not to usurp the role of the
Cape Town city counci, but to act as a
lobbying and co-ordinating body to guide
decision-making and to provide experhise
and resources to help solve the city’s
many challenges

The partnership draws heavily on Jo-
hannesburg’s experience and the success
of private-public-sector partnerships m re-
juvenating mner cities around the world,
including New York and Washington Jack
stresses that Cape Town's problems are a
feature of many cities 1in both developed
and developing countries, and that pn-
vate-public partnerships have proved the

best way to tackle them
Key to the plan 1s the creation of 12

central improvement districts within the
CBD In accordance with municipal bylaws
already passed by the city in line with
those adopted by Gauteng, businesses In
each district will be able to collect levies to
iop up a guaranteed minimum level of
municipal services

The plan looks great on paper, provided
local compames take a long-term view,
but will the partnership have the power to
move City bureaucrats?

Unlike Johannesburg’s nitiative, where
private and public representatives sit on a
recogmsed counctl structure to promote
inner-city development, Cape Town's mi-
fiative relies on lobbying the right people

“From our experience, the most 1m-
portant thing 18 to ensure that 1t doesn't
develop nto a talk shop Unless you have
a clear 1mplementation strategy and
timetable that people are accountable to, 1t
won't work,” says Central Johannesburg
Partnership executive director Neil Fraser,
who has advised the Cape Town 1rutiative

He derues that the Johannesburg mu-
tiative has been a flop, pointing to a host
of new developments 1n the CBD, In-
cluding the creation of dedicated hawker
markets and tax1 assembly areas, the R3m
Van der Byl Square development, and the
R200m Absa Campus resettlement project
The latter will bring 4 500 people to the
Carlton area 1n addition to the 6000
Transnet employees who will be moving
In But the general feeling 1s that Jo-
hannesburg left 1t too late, while Cape
Town may be able to nip 1ts deterioration
in the bud

Cape Town has got off to the rnight start
with R450 000 1n seed money from the two
local authorities and business already n
the bank, and commitments for Rim for
the first year It also has the hkes of Jack,
Cape Town city council exco chairman
Saleem Mowzer, Golding Commercial MD
Theodore Yach, and Intersite executive
manager Kevin Roman on 1ts board

Founder members nclude the City of
Cape Town, Cape Metropolitan Council,
Cape Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
Cape Town Tourism, Business Against
Crime and the Cape Town Hertage Trust

Roman has high hopes that the part-
nership will stimulate numerous infra-
structural projects that have been on the
city's agenda for years, like the Ribn
central station redevelopment project and
Inner-city public transport plan

“I'm confident that we've got the top
decision-makers who want action and
who believe the city’s important,” he says
“If they can't change the way officials
think, then we’ve got no hope ” Clawre Bisseker
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KICK-START FOR URBAN RENEWAL

Upgrade for

disaster
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THE CITY COUNCIL believes the tornado that devastated parts*of
Manenberg, Gugulethu ang Surrey Estate will help kick-start °

urban renewal in the city’s slums. JUDITH SOAL reports, ¥+

HE areas worst hit by Sun-
day’s freak tornado will
never be the same again

Rather than restoring the
neighbourhoods to therr for-
mer states of overcrowding and
neglect, the Cape Town City Council js
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The Project involves upgrading
housing and schools, building recre-
ational and sports facilitses, creating a

. Secure environment and facilitating

business development, It has as jts buzz
phrase “communty participation”,
“We haven’t worked out the exact
detatls yet because those will be formu-
lated in consultation with communuty
organisations,” said the aity’s executive
director of communmty development,

Ahmed: Vawda

l The move towards urban renewal
.{ through community participation

planning a mult-million rand project
to turn them into "‘penple—fnendly”

envIronments L3 ST SR WL | beganovera year ago when Manen- |
Medical Officer of Health Ivan i S gt ¢ Wi bergand parts of Gugulethu were 1den- |
Toms has been appointed Project man- R S R tified as two of nine “zones of poverty”
ager of the redevelopment. n need of upgrading within the city |
I

“This 15 not just about Patching up

councit’s junsdiction. Vawda says the
the damaged houses and putting up

< fruits of this move were seen in the

new buildings,” Toms sard yesterday B i"" _‘, response to the disaster on Sunday
“We see the disaster as 3 multi-million B o “There was a new and construchve
rand opportunity to reshape our aty 'GOD HASINTERVENED': Medical €nergy — everyone from radio stations

“Manenberg and Gugulethu are Officer of Health lvan Toms

to religious groups to private busmness.-
some of the places where thys is most

€s made themselves available to help

—glip

needed, so although 1t has beena ingmn the area; two-thirds of the popu-  wherever needed. There has been hard- ;
tragedy for the people Involved, na lation s unemployed and nearly half ly any looting; the crime rate 15 down |
sense God has intervened,” the residents live mt backyard shacks. * to zero g
Manenberg, which celebrates 1ts “Society has progressed since “The gangs have been completely
30th anniversary thys year, has long Mmqgherg-ﬁg&buﬂ;ﬁ;said Toms. “We  excluded from the process Thusds the
been characterised by social disintegra-  have new ideas o how to build better,  kind of €nergy we need to hamess for |

tion There are about 45 gangs Operat-  evenif not theSpacé to build bigger,” » QTumtoPage 3
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-
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¥y will be available
through the state budget. Insuran

. ) DIMP
Manenberg pla e 20 vy |

UFrom Page 1
urban renewg]

ment) projects hke these 15 dCcurate infor-

mation,” said Vawda “In the past week we
There are different avenues for funds: 1¢ have learnt more about these areas than if

President Thabo Mbek declare§ theareaa we had emp,lzo_vtid 530 iucmlaglsts "




EFFICIENT BUILDING SYSTEM

Plan for more than
300 low-cost homes

SARAH-JANE BOSCH

adequate housmg available to a sector of the

commumty that was previously unable to
meet the requirements for conventional mortgage
bonds, according to Cardinal Properties managing
director Ben Kho

Cardinal Properties plans to build more than 300
houses for lower and middie-income earners 1n the
Western Cape using the “shutter system”

In thes system the foundations are laid and the
door and window frames, plumbing and electrical
connections are put in place Then re-usable “shut-
ters” made of galvanised steel and lanunated ply-
wood are erected where the walls will stand

The pre-mixed cellular hghtweight concrete,
remtorced with synthetic fibres, 1s cast continuous.
ly, erther directly from the Readymux truck, pumped
from a tank on site, or in buckets by hand The con-
crete 1s left to cure in the “shutters” for at least seven
hours and the next day the “shutters” are stripped
for re-use on the next house

“Thus efficient building system was developed
and patented by the Thyssen-Hunnebecl, group n
Germany and has been used successtully worldwide
for more than 40 years,” says Kho

The company has already constructed several of
these houses m the RDP project at Sun City in the

g LOW-COST building process 1s set to make

Sir Lowry's Pass Village and Kho saysit1s working  include middie-mncome ear_slers with salaries pf up to
well R6 000 a nmnth( , a u CT '3 [q qu
m— —

e T

“A standard home with door, window frames
and piping cast instde can be produced n less than
24 hours Finishing and roofing 1s exceptionally
easy

"Cellular ightweight concrete 15 an aerated mor-
tar — a combmation of sand, cement and water
mixed with a lughly stable, non-toxic chemucal for
thermal and sound insulation Synthetic fibres are
added remforcement

“The building method requires no formal con-
struction traming or butlding skills Unskilled work-
ers can learn the entire process 1n less than a week,
enabling them to get nvolved 1n projects to provide
housing in their communities ”

Kho says Cardmnal has signed agreements with
private owners of serviced and unserviced plots in
Eerste River in the Western Cape and 1s negotiating
with provincial authorrties to secure further land
the province

The houses are being marketed to people who
earn less than R3 500 a month

With the assistance of government and Provn.
ctal Housing Board subsidies, local banks and mfa-
tives such as the National Housmg Finance Corpo-
ration’s Gateway programme and Nurcha (National
Urban Reconstruction and Housing Agency), many
low-income earners could be enabled to afford a
house of their own s

Kho says the next phase of the project will

f
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EXCO DECISION ON DAMAGE

Rent-to-buy plan

MANY TENANTS rendered homeless by the tornado are to
be encouraged by the city councii to buy their new homes
Metro Writer BUNTY WEST reports

NANTS whose homes were
I flattened by the tornado,
which hit parts of Manen-
berg, Gugulethu and Surrey Estate
three weeks ago, will not automat-
1cally get new homes, 1t was decid-
ed 1n a aty council exco meeting
yesterday
Even though the houses were
msured, many of the tenants will
be asked to enter into a “rent-to-
buy” scheme as the council will
not be butlding rental units in
future
The new houses will be offered
to the formér tenants first, either
for sale or bought through a gov-
ernment-subsidised housing pro-
gramme, but if they dechine the
offer they will not be rehoused

and will have to go back to the
end of the housing queue

When the houses were
destroved, the council’s lease with
the tenants was automatically ter-
minated, though tenants are still
hable to pay back any money out-
standing for services Legally the
council 1s not obliged to supply
another home, but 1s prepared to
do so through the two schemes

Tenants wishing to be
rehoused will be required to sign
an acknowledgement of debt con-
cerning outstanding payment for
services on their old homes

Work will start in the next few
weeks on the rebuilding of houses
damaged but not destroyed by the
tornado Yesterday the council

gave officials the go-ahead to start
the ball rolling and a list of con-
tractors 1s being compiled of those
companies which can tackle the
jobs They will be required to use
local labour to rebuild the umits

It 1s estimated that only 350
Manenberg households are up to
date with therr service payments
while between 60 and 70 famihes
owe as much as R7 000 A few
households owe only R1 000,
while most debtors have bills of
over R3 000

While the legal tenants will be
looked after through the schemes,
the same does not hold true for
those who were 1n sub-let proper-
ties or living in backyards They
have no legal standng and apart
from the temporary shelter they
were given, the council has no
obligation to look after them

To ensure that tenants whose
homes were destroyed are

_’1
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rehoused as soon as possible, the
council 1s to build temporary
houses on council land in Manen-
berg and Gugulethu The first 50
of 200 will be erected within a
month Another 150 may also be
supphed at a later stage

The houses, measuring 23 to
30mz, will consist of two rooms
and will have electricity and an
outside tap

Ablution blocks consisting of
three toilets, three handbasins
and three showers will be provid-
ed for every 10 houses

The cost of providing the tem-
porary homes 18 RS 000 per unit
and R250 000 to provide the ser-
vices, and 1t will cost R1,7 milhion
to hire and maintan the ablution
facilities

The houses, which can be hift-
ed and re-used, will be used for up
to 12 months while formal hous-
g 1s built




Khaye]itsha
boasts 98%
electricity

- payments
— )
S — T

~ THE culture of 1;( paying
for services seems to be a
g thing of the past for the
~, more than one million
Khayelitsha residents who
have become the most relr-
la able payers in South Africa

In 1994, more than
70% of Khayelitsha res:-
dents did not pay their
electricity balls.

But today more than

‘08% of residents are
dommgso -
. Mac Mdingi, general
manager of Phambil
Nombane — an Eskom
project which electrified
43 000 houses over five
years, attributed the
change to good customer
care
“Khayelitsha has the
¢ Dbest customer service 1n the
country Independent
audits showed that the cus-
tomer care level was 99,3%
"We thought nothing

short of complete transfor-
mation could reverse the
situation 1in Khayelitsha
Raising customer service

¢  was anmportant goal,” he
said

¢ “Community involve-
ment and capacity-build-

+ Inghasplayed a critical role
11 our success We recerved
the full support of commiu-
mity orgarmsations ”

- Despite the drop n the
percentage of non-payets,
thousands of residents still
poach “electricity, 1n
Khayehtsha «» . 7 '~

. Electnic, wires hang
across main roads from
brick houses to informal
shacks, while other
connections are made

underground . !
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Common named in

housing blueprint

Row erupts over plan for Rondebosch

HELEN BAMFORD
STAFF REPORTER

A draft plan naming Rondebosch
Common as a site for the
development of low-cost housimg
has raised the blood pressure of a
number of city eounecilfors.

The plan was drawn up by the Cape
Town Community Housing Company,
a company set up by the city council to
speed up housing delivery

The company 1s headed by Mervyn
Bregman, the councy’s former director
of housing

The company sent a report to the city
council’s executive committee for
approval on Tuesday and 1dentified 115
land parcels for potential development,
mcluding the common

Democratic Party councillor Belinda
Walker said the Rondebosch Common
was Just one of many 1nappropriate
tracts of land 1dentified She said the
report was shoddy and filled with mac-
curacles ‘It doesn’t inspire confi-
dence,| she said

Councillor Brian Watkyns said the
report had clearly been hastily put

arer 3 0jag

together, and was an 1ll-concelved plan
which did not bode well for the future
of the company

“Two of the sites 1dentified in my
ward, one m Thornton and the other m
Martland Garden Village, are currently
on long lease to a golf driving range and
soccer club respectively

“Another site 1s 1n the imdustrial
area of Epping, which 1s hardiy an
appropriate place for housing, and a
s1zeable portion of it 1s used as an infor-
mal bus depot for 100 long-distance
buses,” said Mr Watkyns

Ward councillor for Rondehosch
Owen Kmahan said he wanted to know
whether 1t was just a sloppy report or
whether there was something more to
it

Housing had to be integrated but
only 1n the appropriate places and
where 1t fitted mto the spatial develop-
ment framework

Mr Kmahan said Rondebosch made
a major contribution to the city’s rates
base and that developing the common
would be like “cutting their throat”
“Its nothing to do with race or class -
1ts purely economics,” he said

(171)

But Mr Bregman said the councillors
could rest easy

“Under no circumstances will we be
dﬂvelupmg Rondebosch Common

A number of tracts of land 1includ-
ing a number of commons and golf
courses were included i the first
rough land mventory draft from coun
cil, who 1s a partner in our company,
but we’'re only looking at iand that 1s
feasible and affordable ”

Rondebosch Common, which 1s a
national monument, was mvaded by
protesters in March 1997 by members
of the Masincedane and Kwezilomso
housing scheme, who were frustrated
at not being able to secure land on
which to build thewr homes

The group of 315 people had planned
to occupy the common until land had
been found for them but the matter was
resolved

The status of the Rondebosch Com-
mon, which 18 home to more than 230
species of sand plam fynhos, cannot be
altered without the approval of the
National Monuments Council and the
Cape Town City Counct

—_—
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Write-offs, Interest sweetener? for
0199

NORMAN JOSEPH Q o Lﬂ

S1aR- REPORTER

The City of Tygerberg has setup a
cominttee to deal with the problem
of residents’ arrears which now
total more than R380-milhon.

Tha 1ione: *s owed to the council for
rates, water, refuse, sewerage, electric-
1ty and rent

' s an mcentive, for every Rl a resi-
dent pays on arrears, the counci will
write off R1 from 1nterest accrued on

the accnmtﬁl?\(q “l \

Chief executive officer Dave Wilken
¢a1d the council had decided that all
those 1n arrears, who started paying
their present accounts and made
arrangements to pay off their arrears,
would not be handed over to collecting
attorneys

The portions of the arrears debt to be
agreed upon would be based on the
max1mum amount that the mdividual
could afford

Mr Wilken said that 1f the resident

CAPE ARGUS, MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1999

j J{AJ

payments

honoured the agreement, no further
interest would be levied on arrears

Those who did not stick to the agree-
ment would find their accounts handed
over to debt collectors, which could
mean more costs for the mdividual, Mr
Wilkeh said

The council was mstalling a comput-
er system to manage all debt agree-
ments

Tt was the residents’ resporstbiiity to
approach the council and set up an
arrangement o repay arrears

— —

—_—— b
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| Building starts on city’s
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, “WE are gomg to btuld houses on whatev-
€1 Space 1s avarlable and we will not toler-
 ate delays because of racial prejudices ”

¢ These stern words by the mayor of
Cape Town, Nomaindia Mfeketo, yester-
day preceded the sod-turnng for the first
300 homes being built 1n Cape Town by
the newly formed Cape Town Commum-
ty.Housing Company (CTCHC)

. Mfeketo was responding to the city's
“Nimbys” (“not n my backyard”) who
continually trted to retard the process of
housing delivery, by protesting about the
bulding of low-cost houses 11 their areas

+ She warned protesters that the City was
commutted to housmg delivery and inte-
grating the ity through the non-racial
housmg lists

 Lucky reciprents of the first 300 houses
will be 1n their homes by Christmas —
theyr subsidies were approved yesterday

The CTCHC partnership between the
city council and the housing company
will ensure that residents who want their
OWn homes, and who quality for a govern-
ment subsidy, will now begin to recerve
them

Peopie who had hoped to own homes
WEIE encouraged to jon a savings scheme
and, after a showing commitment by
depusmr;g regular amounts 1nto accounts

———

first ‘non-racial’ houses
t 6 qd , their names

uwrywest CT A7 “O qu

at one of four 2pproved ban
went on to the waiting hst

Aided by the grant (a maximum of
R18 400) and a RS 000 subsidy from the
Cape Town counci], prospective owners
chose from homes varying m size from
40m?* to 64m?

The first phase of the project started at
Hanover Park, where 93 homes will be
erected at the corner of Greenturf and
Lonedown Roads

All the houses will be larger than the
prescribed 27m?, provided solely through
the maximum subsidy

Nearly 70% of the new owners selected
the 64m? house, 20% the d2m?, and 10%
chose the 40m? house

Also mcluded mn the first phase are 100
homes in Gugulethy and 101 1n Mitchells
Plain

Trees will be planted at the sites, some
parts will be paved and a park, with chil-
dren’s playground and seating, will be
built before residents move m

Yesterday’s ceremony was attended by
the Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town
Njongonkulu Ndungane (who 1s also the
chairman of the CTCHC), the mayor,
Saleem Mowzer (chairman of the execu-
tive comnuttee), city manager Andrew
Boraime, and ward councillors

Representatives of the developers, M,
were also present
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The prﬂvmm government hanI'a]hEd*
to the call of two small Western Cape
cununumﬂes plagued by homelesshess
and squattmg, by providing more than
R11 milhon for housing development
‘, Klapmuts a village between Cape
" Town and Stellenbosch, was recently
~ granted subsidised Housing worth R6,8-
million funded by the province’s ious-
* mg Development Board, and construc-
. tion on the 402 allocated houses 18 near-
. mg completion
. Low income fﬂIIll].lES Jn Monte
Bemha a suburb of Pﬂrtervﬂle m the
‘Swartland, recelved R 4,7 mallion fund- -
E{mg from the board, and construction
< on the 282 housing unifs will be com-
pleted by the end of the year
The Klapmuts project 1s aimed at
housmg 2 000 of the vﬂlage s 4 000
mhabltants




e 3

MAIL & GUARDIAN
November 3 to 11 1989

Sanco and the ANC are
facing up wn Port
Alfred over allegations
that councillors are
enriching themselves
through low-cost

housing schemes,
writes Peter Dickson

he Eastern Cape govern
ment has launched an ex
ecutive investigation into
allegations that several
African National Congress town
counciliors in Port Alfred abused
thelr positions to enrich themselves
through business interests in a mas-
sive low cost housing scheme in the
town s Nelson Mandela Township
(Nemato)

Alliance partner the South Afrl
can Nationa] Civic Organisation
{(Sanco) which first accused the
councillors last week of having a pe-
cuniary interest in the year long con
struction of 1000 low-cast homes in
Nemato, has already been Interdicted
by court from threatening the mayor
and ANC councillors

And the council which claims the
housing project’s steering commit
tee could make its own rules as it
“operated outside the formalities of
the council”, says Sanco has “scant
regard for the law” in that it is now
allegedly threatening municipal
staff, and resolved at a meeting last
week that it no lohger wishes to see

'H.‘-l

,ﬁ"h i
P ..r""”'-""

Enriching scheme: Sanco has accused ANC counclliors in Port Alfred of having a pacunlary interest In

the construction of 9 000 low-cost homes in the Nemato townshlp PHOTOGRAPH HENNER FRANKENFELD

“service rendering™ vehlcles in
Nemato

Bisho is so concerned that it has
sent back to his roots respected former
provincial legislature speaker and new
MEC for Housing and Local Govern
ntent Gugile Nkwintl — wholed South
Africa's flrst township consumer boy
cott of white businesses in Port Alfred
in 1984 while then the area's foremost

United Democratic Front leader —as
its chosen iroubleshooter

Tension between Sanco and the
ANC erupted in a series of letters
last week from Sanco branch chair
Eric Mgangatho to council chief exe-
cutive Angus Schlemmer, alleging
that ANC councilior Dan Mbumba
had been a pariner in Bradfield Con
struction, which sub-contracted to

Grinaker Housing to build the low
cost homes between March 1998 and
June this year

Miangatho also alleged-that local
ANC chair and housing project steer
ing ¢t mmittee chair Thobile Ggolo-
dash¢ and ANC councillor Vukile
Balmma had been partners In a
concrete-block manufacturing busi
ness t1at sold blocks to Grinaker Hous-

ing for the project The construction
company (at an average cost of R2pei
block) had used about 800 000 blocks

But Schlemmer says that in terms
of a Reconstruction and Develop
ment Programme type soctal com
pact agreement between Grinaker
and the counci] the steering com
mittee could repulate its own proce-
dures since it operated outside the
formalities of the council’

He said this week that * no funds
were managed by the council and
that Grinaker accessed funds directly
from the housing board

Schlemmer stressing that Sanco's
Douglas Mgangatho had been a steer
ing committee member since the
start and party to all decistons, says
Bahura was not yet a councillor when
the committee was established but
“became a councillor in March 1998”
— the month i which construction
began — and his business interests,
if any are not known

Schlemmer says Ggolodashe had
relinquishet the steering committes
chair after becoming involved in
manufacturing and supplying bricks
to the project. His successor, however,
was Mbumba, “apparently a partmer
in a firm called Nemato Builders”,
but Schlemmer says Mbumba re
cused himself when Grinaker was
anthorised to build houses in the
coastal town's Mimosa area

Nkwinti, who has begun his in
vestigation, could not be reached for
comment this week but Schlemmer
welcomes Bisho's move, saying it s
“still the prerogative of any lawfully
appointed investigating body to in
vestigate the affajirs of the steering
committee”
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TAELE VIEW residents will Jose
3,3ha of open space land which
Blaauwberg council wants to sell
for R1 t0 three of its councillors
(he men are directors of the
Housing Assoclatlon of Blaauw-
bery, a Section 21 company which
has been set up by the council to
provide homes for low income
gariers
(he Jand, which will have to be
rezoned before the housing com-
pany can build on i, has been ear
ma; hed to accommodate 230 low
cost units on the site
“Three yeats ago one of our
ratepayers tried to buy 350m?2 of
the land which adjoins his proper
ty, because it was an eyesore which
he ~anted to improve He was told
by counci] the golng price was
R25 000, yet the Housing Compa
ny will receive that and 3ha more
for R1,” said an irate resident dur
ing a ratepayer’s meeting on Mon-
day evening
During the meeting, resldents
were glven a breakdown of what
Is planned on the site by Chris
Potgleter, one of the three coun-
clllors involved In the housing
association
He explained to the large
crowd that 72 of the houses would
be just 27,5m? In size, the rest
ranging in size from 41 to S6m?
But, in heeping with the area,
the finlshes would be supetlor and
the cost of bullding them would be
around R1 300 a square metre
He sald there was a shortage of
hemes being bullt for famllies who
earned between R1 500 and
R3 500 a month, as they fell out
side the government subsidy
scheme
. The units would be rented,
and Income earned from the
rentals would help pay for new
homes to be bullt
Rental charges would be
between R80D and R1 600pm
But Andy Birkinshaw, the
chairperson of the Table View Resi-
dents Association, sald the renfals
tould not be sustained
“If people are only eaming
R1 500pm how can you expect
them to pay R800 rent and pay for
their services on top of that, what
about food and transport?

. “It will end up with them hav-
ing to choose between forking out
for rent or services Either way the
ratepayers will end up aying
through m::reased tariffs,” he said

The only positive alpm:t of
Monday night's meeting was that
every one of the 256 people pre-
sent was totally against the devel-

pment, Birkinshaw sald.

This is not the first time that

itncil has attempted to push low
ost housing into a residential area
without proper consultation

In October last year resldents in
Sandrift/Tygerhof were told that a
low cost development was going
yp on land In thelr area

When the story broke, the resl
dents were both angry and con-

Potgleter promised then that
this state of affairs would never be
allowed to happen again

*[ give you my solemn under.
'taking that [ will do my level best
+to guard agalnst a similar situation
arising,” he sald
' Now, say tesidents, the same
process is happening again in
Table View “Where are his
promises now?” asked a resldent.
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l.A° .THOUSAND | fran-
schhoek squatter fam-
lies are to get fully sub-
sidised houses that
would normally cost
over R35 000 each In a
deal supported by prop-
erty developers and the
local council
,_The cash will come
from a R400-milhon de-
velopment planned for
the Boland town which
mcludes an upmarket re-
tirement village, health
resort, international ho-
tel and'a golf estate' de-
signed and run by Gle-
neagies, a fop Scottish
‘golf resort

The muicipalty has
agreed to prowide land
on the Mooiwater farm,
and the first showhouses
* will be built for the local
L commurnty before
Christmas, sawd] Willem
Steenkamp, representing
the developers and mu-
nicipality :

The project should
house everyone hving in
the town’s squatter
camps and backyard
shacks, he said

‘Income from the sale
of municipal land for an
upmarket golf estate of
120 houses and a retire-
ment village of 70 houses
will cross-subsidise the
1 010 low-cost houses,
which will alsqo quabfy
for government and
I provincial subsidies

A team from Gienea-
| gles will design and man-
age an 18hole interna-
tional championship
course with high stan-
| dards, said Steenkamp
| The project 1s aimed at
the top end of the hous-
ing market and umts will
| cost about R1,5-million
each

ol

| The V &A Waterfront
Company and New Hous-
‘ mg Company have

signed a memorandum of
understanding with the
municipality
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light on

BUNTY WEST %
METRO WRITER

FOR Capetonians, the expression

“you are what you eat” 1s certainly

true, 1if the contents of the humble
rubbish bin are taken into account, as
2 family’s whole lifestyle can be read

1n the trash

The more affluent the suburb, the
more rubbish 15 accumuylated .— and
is quahtyishetter ™ 7 "7, 4

Accordmg to Cape Town City’s
director of water and waste, Kendell
Kaveney, from an mspection of peo-
ple’s rubbish one can determine how
they live, their standard of cleanl:-
ness, their food and alcohol prefer-
ences and even therr readmg habits

Capetonuans are spoilt When it
comes to rubbish collection Dust-
men work 365 days a year — even on
Christmas Day 1

They work on a “task and finish”
basis, and out of season often com-
plete their rounds by 3pm In the
summer, especially in December,
the men can still be found collecting
at 7pm .

- While the city’s Atlantic coast
béaches accumulate at least five tons
of itter daily during the festrve sea-
son, it 13 2 mere drop 1n the ocean to
the amount collected from the
suburbs, where 1 370 tons is amassed
each day

Cape Town 15 one of the few cities
mn South Africa which bales much of
its rubbish and packs it off on a tram:
A huge landfill site at Vissershok near
Malmesbury 1s the destination and
about half of the city’s rubbish ends
up there at a cost of R100 per ton The

. function 15 overseen by the Cape

Metropohitan Council
"The other two landfill sites that
Cape TOwn uses are at Swartklip
(Strandfontein) and Coastal Park
(Muizenberg)
Because of the influx of between
200 000 anrd 300 000 visitors to the
city over the holidays, 150 extra staff

., Foreshore

e Mg

estyles

-

will be taken on this year between
now and January Some of them will

" be employed to clean the beaches,
while others will be used for street
sweeping ’

Two new mechanical additions to
the cleansing armoury will be em-
ployed this year at Camps Bay and
Strandfontein The machines deep

, Cleanse the beach to about 400mm,

. and return, the squealy clean sand to,
. the bay"They will.be sed twé or -
three times a week ‘

Cape Town council will launch its
annual beach campaign next month
to make people aware of the need to
keep the city’s natural resources
Clean. It will be accompanyed by a law
enforcement blitz to stop dumping
on.the beaches *

. Over New Year al! staff will be on
duty, but the one problem they will
not be able to contro! 15 the Cape
Doctor, which makes rubbish collec-
tion and containment a mghtmare

“I have seen cardboard boxes,
complete newspapers and other rela-
tively heavy items flying past my
window, and I work on the 18th
floor,” said Kaveney

- The wind tends to dump rubbish
In several areas of the aty mcludmg,
Burténgracht Street, Adderley Street
and against the wire fencing on the

. * But homeowners can do their bt
to cut down on the rubbish they ac-
cumulate by following a recycling
regime Paper, plastic and tins should
be separated from wet rubbish like
tea leaves and vegetable matter

About 25% of paper — a source of
mcome for schools and charities — 15
recycled, but with d bit of education
this figure could be brought up to
90% y
® Two primary schnnls? 1m Berg-
vitet and Edgemead, make a profit of
R60 000 each annually from the

collection of paper The money 15
used by the schools to fund other
projects

“-‘—‘l
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debtors shows that businesses, government

institutlons and sports organtsations owed
R67-million or 20 percent of the milllon that
remalned unpald for rates and water on October 31

After threats of court action, some businesses are
paglng as much as R50 000 a month to wipe out their
debts, according to the list of debtors prepared for
the city’s finance committee.

But many bllls are belng disputed by flrms, which
have accused the councll of serlous errors and
Incompetence ‘

Rates, water, services, rents and housing payment
arrears rocketed 40 percent In a year to R790-mllllon
Of this amount, R104-milion was owed in rents and
houslng repayments

“There are outstanding arrears across the board
and we are starting a masslve campalgn to recoup
them,” sald Saleemn Mowzer, chalrman of the cltgv's
executive committee, “We will make sure that big
business and government institutions pay up Ar-
rears are often blamed on poor people in counci!
houses, but they go right across the city "

Final letters of demand were belng sent to every-
one, including businesses, sports bodles and edu-
catlonal Institutlons If they falled to pay or make
arrangements, legal steps would be taken

*We could have built thousands of houses if people
pallg for the councll services they recelved,” Mowzer
sa

Heading the llst of “top 100 arrears™ is Transnet
Pension Fund, which owns the land occupled by the
V & A Waterfront and on which R10,5-million is ow-
ing in rates

Derick van der Merwe, flnanclal director of the
V & A Waterfront company, sald the councl] s val-
tation was belng disputed because many buildings
had been demolished and replaced The Water
front’s R1,5-milllon monthly rates were up to date

Transnet shown as owing R5-million in rates is
disputing the valuation of the docks

Falrcape Homes was landed with a Rl 4-militon
water account for a Hazeldene housing project Falr-
cape managing director Mike Vietrl said the homes
had been occupled for four years but the water me-
ters had not been read and the council had sent the
bill to the developers “I called In at the water de-
partment months ago, but nothing has happened -

Sport clubs pwe more than R16-million in rates
They Include the WP Rugby Unlon (RB.S—milllnng and
WP Cricket Club SRd,E—mIHiun . both of which are
clalming rates reltef Mowbray Goll Club, which owed
R410 000, found a payment for water had been In-
correctly credited to rates The club agreed to pay
R125 264 79 and the balance over |2 months

The council claims government Institutlons owe
R6 4-million in rates and R896 000 for water, most of
which is for schools

Managements of blocks of flats are also being pur-
sued for unpald rates They include the bodies cor
porate ol Twin Towers, S5ea Point (R554 000) Wel-
gelegen, Cape Town (R585 000), The Studios Cape
Town (R440 000), Flve Howe Street, Observatory
{R266 000}, Swlit Park Three, Cape Town (R235 000y,
and Alblon Place SRZI 7 000) and Grosvenor Squarein
Rondebosch 6 006) Monwood Properties, with
R426 (000 due for rates and R328 000 for water at an
Endustrial slte at Phillppi, wanted the valuation re-
duced after the site was Invaded by squatters

Only six Indlviduals made it to the clty s top 100
They were V Z Peter, Kenllworth {R115 000 for water
which was disconnected), D O Dawood, Rylands Es-
tate (R128 000 rates and water), M N Saban Schaap-
kraal (R162 000 for water), C K Abdooroft Philtppi
(RS9 000 rates), M Stock, Philippi (R89 000 rates) and
P Naidu, Philippi (R263 000 rates and water)

Q SECRET list of the Cllg of Cape Town's top 100
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PETER GOOSEN
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The South Peninsula
Municipality has become the
country’s leader in innovative
housing policies - mmtroducing
big disconnts on rentals for the
very poor after last week’s
launch of a micro-loans scheme
for the upgrading of homes.

This week, the council approved a
scheme to help the extremely poor
pay the rent for their council hoimes

The scheme, to be run for a year
on an experimental basis, 1s llkely to
serve as a model for other local
authorities which are battling with
millions of rands 1n arrear housing
rentals across the country

Rentals 1n council housing aver-
age R135 a month

In terms of the scheme, tenants
earnming R300 a month or less will
pay 5% of their income as rent,
those earning between R301 and
R500 a month 8% and those with an
meome of R600 will pay 9%

This means that a household with
an mcome of R200 a month will pay
R10 a month rent and where the
mcome 1s R600, the rent will be R54

Acutely poor households will

- — ———— —

CAPE ARGUS, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1999

havegmake a formal application

for thas assistance and provide proof
of unemployment, low 1income,
reduced income or medical certifi-
cates 1f they are unable to work

If the new rents are paid regular-
ly, the councl wall freeze the mter-
est on any rental arrears and no
action will be taken to recover the
debt until the household’s circums-
stances change

The chalrman of the council’s

S EFFRE TS EREENENFENEEER B R ERE NN NN NEE BN

The scheme is to
run for a year on an
experimental basis

T EYN N EENNEEN N RN NN RN NN RERERER BB BN

housmg committee, Joseph John-
son, sald the municipality beheved
that helping extremely poor people
was the task of the state, but 1t could
not wait unti! a scheme for state aid
was mtroduced

His commaittee and the council
understood the plight of the very
poor and were determined to do
something to help

Last week, provincial housing

Rent trimmed for
poorest of th?

oor

inister Cecﬂ Herandien put the
seal of approval on the council’s
micro-loans scheme which will
enable a house owner with a state-
subsidised house to borrow a maxi-
mum of R5 000 for improvements to
the basic 27m? house, which comes
with no internal walls, cenlings or
hot water

Mr Herandien, speaking at the
official launch of the micro-loan
scheme, said that with building
costs rismg, the present state hous-
mg subsidy of a maximum of R18 700
would be too little even build the
basic 27m? house

Up to now 1t had been impossible
for the homeowner of a state-sub-
sidised house to obtain a bond and
the council’s loan scheme could
serve as a model for the rest of the
country

So far, the municipality, with the
backing of a number of institutions
including the National Urban
Reconstruction and Housing
Agency, Absa Bank, Agishana Cred-
1t, Protea Finance and Sumex Hous-
ing, has geared up 1ts original
R2-million from 1ts dedicated hous-
mg funds to R12-million

A further R6-maillion 1s alsc a pos-
siblity

——
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.  Debtors pay

¢ TOM HOOD

L

THOUSANDS of debtors fiocked to
Cape Town'’s Civic Centre last week to
pay off millions of rands owed for rates,
water, electricity and rent after a bhitz
on debtors

A record R13-million was paid mnto
the city’s cofiers on Thursday, well
above the R5-mlhon daily average

Queues started before 7am, forcing
cashiers to open at 7am to cope with
the rush

At Mitchells Plain 2 000 people
calied 1n one day to arrange to pay off

arrears Offices will also open at Langa,
Guguletu, Brown's Farm and Athloneto

Jebt up after raigs blitz
1 sToms 1R 99

" o

nge to pay off what

B - y
people ar
they owe

Thus followed the council’s biggest
blitz on defaulters to recover arrears
that had piled up over years to a mas-
sjve R790-mithon at the end of last
month “We sent out 14 000 final de-
mand notices a few days ago, shortly
after sending out 38 000,” said Phulip
van Ryneveld, executive director of
corporate finance

“We have increased our teams fo cut
off water and electricity If people do
not respond to the final demands,
council 1s committed to following all
the steps required by council policies
and he law This could result in the
def:"ilter’s property being sold m ex-
ect on’
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g cash dries

TROYE LUND
PoLincAL RepoRTER

The Western Cape provincial
government has already blown its
housing budget for the next
financial yvear

Every cent has been commaitted to
existing housing projects, and the
Provincial Housing and Development
Board 1s not accepting any new hous-
Ing applications until present contrac-
tual obhgations ease off

In the meantime, homeless people
clutching application forms for a sub-
sidised home are bemg turned away In
droves, and figures show homelessness
1S soaring m the province

In 1994 there were about 250 000
homeless people m the province

There are now 230 000 without homes
m greater Cape Town alone

Added to this 1s the provincial gov-
ernment’s recent realisation that most
of the housmg budget since 1994 has not
addressed housing needs m the metro-
politan area, where the need has
become critical

While the provineial government
tries to find ways of Speeding up the
slow pace of development of the exist-
Ing 146 housing projects, the plie of
applications accepted before June this
year 1s seeking a combined total of
R800-mithon This 1s more than double
the province’s R351-million annual
honsing budget

Approval for these applications is
only expected to begin commg through
m two or three years

The Development Action Groy p

—
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Housing crisis

BRIEFING

Hi'!lﬂl#li*ﬂ#lﬁ#!ﬁiﬂiﬁliﬂi#if##

W R1,4-billion was budgeted
far houses from 1994 untit 2
000. All of this has been
allocated for approved
stibsidies

W So far 130 000 subsicies
have been approved. About
96% of these homes have
been built

B The Western Cape’s
contmbution to the one
million homes the national
Government promised in the
first five years of its rule was
114 000

(DAG), a non-government orgamsation
helping homeless communities start
housing projects, wants to know where
this leaves the applicants who are now
being turned away

“This 15 devastating for communities
that are all fired up to organise them-
selves and to supplement subsidies
with the savings schemes they have
organised,” said DAG director Norah
Walker

“Housing projects without approved
subsidies will lose momentum as mem.-
bers vacillate between projects 1n
search of the shortest route to securing
a house,” she predicted

While the national housing budget 1s
expected to remam the same next year,
tne Western Cape’s budget hangs m the
balance

Thais 1s because 1996 census higures
show the province has fewer people
than expected earning less than R3 500
a month - the limit to quabfy for a hous-
Ing subsidy

Ms Walker said’ “Total national gov-
ernment expenditure on housing con
stitutes only 1,8% of total national
expendrture This is far short of the 5%
required by the white paper on
housing ”

Added to the housing dilemma 1s the
fact that housing funds since 1994 have
been allocated on a first-come, first-
served basis and local councils 1n the
metropolitan areas have only recently
got to the point of being able to submit
applications

Provincial housing director Char-
lotte Lamohr explained “Smaller out-
lying towns with less complicated
applications got 1n the queue and got
approval for housing projects first The
local councils in the metro areas,
which took a long time to get thelr act
together, are only begmning to submit
applications for housmg projects now *

Ms Lamohr said 1t was expected that
once the housing board started approv-
g applications again, 1t would prior:-
t1se and approve urgent applications
first

T
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Hermanus water project

I CHTELRIORIUS G 9‘ u'
SPECIAL WRITER
Fifteen guverpmegt brojects ha*ve ’

Q\ earned R700 000 1n a new schenie

awarding mnovation in showing

%\ the way to alleviating hoverty,

\ The Greater Hermanus Water Con-
(K servation Programme is one of 10 pro-
N\ Jects to receive R60 000 from the

\ scheme, the Impumelelo Innovations
0 Award Programme
N Others in the couniry —five of which

won R20 000 each — range from vouth

Q\ and anti-crime imitiatives to solid

waste management and hydroponic
Q( farming projects
% The prize money 1s to be spent on

showing other departments and pro-
ject developers how to find practicable
and 1magmative solutions to poverty

Impumelelo, under the dmrectorship
of Rhoda Kadale, functions in partner-
ship with the Ford Foundation, the
Human Sciences Research Councyl, the
Open Society Foundation and the
Dutch government

It focuses on boosting and encourag-
g mnovation i government depart-
ments, the agencies chiefly responsible
for delivery m the campaign against
poverty

The programmie 15 modelled on a
similar scheme n the Umted States

A total 176 programmes were

.

wins pogert)g_relief award

entered, and the winneys were

& The Greater-Hermanus Water
Conservation Programme

& The Integrated Livestock and Crop
Farmmg Project mn Middelburg

# The Durban Solid Waste Waste
Collection programme

B The Working for Water Pro-
gramme

B The Mapila Hydroponies Commu-
nity Co-operative

B The Stepping Stones - Reclaiming
Youth at Risk m Port Ehzabeth

& The PMB-Umsunduzn Ant1-Crime
Network in KwaZulu-Natal

B The Missionvale Community
Housmyg Initiative m Port Elizabeth

B The Durban Metro Housing
Canaan/Quarry Heights Relocation
Project

B The Lubisi Dam Development Pro-
ject m the Bastern Cape

The five R20 060 WInners were

Salvagers Waste Management in
the Odi Moretele Region, North West
Province

& Outreach Services in Kimberley,
Northern Cape,

Mosvold Sanitation, Nutrition and
Health Worker Education Project in
Ingwavuma, Northern Zululand

B Pascap after-Schoo] Initiative 1n

[

Southfield, Cape Town Y

I2 The Road to Sithebe Knmkuli"l in
the Eastern Cape

I‘r

——
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