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South Africa. today joins a long lList
of countries around the world with a
circle ringed around May 1 to pro-
claim the digmty of labour by the
quite contradictory ritual of doing
no work at all

But the debut of Workers’ Day 1n
the list of national public holidays
has come 1n a swirl of controversy

Trade unions are dehighted by
what most of them view as capitula-
tion to pressure to recogmse Worker
solidarity.— but enraged by the way
the State President, Mr P W Botha,
has chosen a formula that means
celebrations 1n South Africa will
rarely fall:with precision on May 1,
which many socialists consider al-
most sacred in their calendar

(South Afriba will often not only
be falling out of step with most
overseas countries by missing May
1, 1t will also be out of step mn using
the title Wotkers’ Day when the
term Labout Day is in general use
elsewhere) %

Mr Botha has ruled that Workers’
Day will fall on the first Friday of
each May, no doubt feeling that 1s a
pragmatic way of causing the least
disruption to work schedules —
making a long weekend of 1t mnstead
of allowing.the occasional break at,
mid-week s v )
The problem, as viewed by the
umons, 1s that Mr Botha has skirted
around the real 1ssue fixing May 1
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Michael Chester examines the controversy

surrounding South Africa’s new public holiday and
goes further afield to discover some surprises.

as an 1nvariable date Ifor instance,
setting aside the first Friday in May
for celebration would have put
Workers’ Day on May 2 last year
And next year 1t will be on May 6

If the State President reckoned
his formula would automatically
please business too, he misjudged It
has dismayed the bosses as well as
the unions

Johannesburg Chamber of Com-
merce, for nstance, welcomes the
introduction of Workers’ Day “as an
important step in the evolutionary
process of adapting the range and
timing of public holidays to
changing circumstances”

But the chamber has reservations
of its own Fiurst, 1t argues that de-
spite.all the noises from trade unon
that May 1 should be sacrosanct, “i
15 questionable whether this 1s In
fact the view of rank-and-file work-
ers, who are unlikely to find that the.
benefits of a long weekend outweigh-
those of symbolism, especially since
May 1 falls on a Sunday next year ”

The JCC wants a formula that
runs counter to the views of both Mr
Botha and the umons alike It sug-
gests that Workers’ Day should not

L]

AT LASTY
PW HAS GWEN
ALL US WORKERS
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necessary fall either on May 1 or
the first Friday in every May It
prefers fixing 1t on each Monday
that falls closest to May 1 — so0
avoiding headaches of retailers and
other businessmen who run opera-
tions on Saturdays

This seems to fit the pattern set
by Britain, whose Labour Day this
year falls on May 4, next Monday

Not that Britain 1s by any means
a singular exception to a locked fix-
atiomon May 1

Swissair has produced a booklet
that lists all the 1987 public holidays
being celebrated 1n 165 countries, 1o
doubt intended for the gudance of
jet-setter business travellers

It ‘finds that 119 have proclaimed
May 1 as Labour Day But it may
come ‘as a surprise to discover that
31 of the 165 don’t mark Labour Day
at allan their holiday calendars —
not only remote spots such as Brun-
e1 and Fip 1n the distant Pacific and
far from~the immdustrial hurly-burly,

but also such bustling countries as

Denmark, Holland and Israel
The rest of them celebrate La-

N \

bour Day — but with little regard
for May 1

The United States and Canada
have set September 7 as Labour
Day In the Bahamas it 1s June 3, 1n
Jamaica, May 25, 1n New Zealand,
Qctober 26

But 1t 1 1n Australia that there 18
even more indecision than in South
Africa on where to fix it Even its
own states can't agree

So Labour Day falls on March 2 1n
Western Australia, March 9 in Vic-

toria, May 4 1n Queenstand, October }

5 in New South Wales, October 12 1n
South Austraha

It seems the fixation on May 1 di-
minishes the further the map sirays
from western Europe Nor can the
reason be found in explanations that
Labour Day has historical roots n
the old May Day celebrations —
maypoles and queen of the May and
old fertiity rites that began to run
so wild they gave headaches to the
Puritans of Merrye Englande

Imaginary link?

Ewven such an authority as the En-
cyclopaedia Brittameca suspects
that the connection between Labour
Day and the old May Day festivals,
long a topic among fervent stcia-
lists, may have been imagmary On
ultimate examination

It puts the origins down to de-
mands by the International Socialist
movement, at a meeting 1n Paris in
1889, held by coincidence on May 1,
that workers of the world should

unite and enforce an mnusmrwagmw

to commemorate the role.of the }

working man 1n soclety )

The obscurity of origins leaves
South Africans to ‘‘leape and
daunce”, as 1t was put by a 16th cen-

tury writer fiamed 'John Stubbes, |

around 2 May Day pole that only Mr
P W’ Botha reckons he knows best
where to plant

_
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) r‘}} By Mike Siluma
With’ widespread anger mount-
ingiin black trade union cireles
over the banning of today’s May
Day rallies, the Congress of SA
1 Trade Umons (Cosatu) described
the bannings as a mockery. of
the:Government’s declaration of
Workers’ Day. Y

Cosatu said permission® to
hold rallies had been refused‘by
magistrates throughout the
country, except in the Western
Cape where 1t had been granted
on condition the meeting did not
discuss the federation’s “hving

wage” campaign t
E ' [r

Cosatu general, secretary, Mr
Jay Naidoo, warmng of workers’
anger at the bannings, yesterday
told a Johannesburg Press con-
ference that permission. to hold
outdoor ralles had been. refused
In 21 centres in the Transvaal,
Free State, Natal and the Cape

Johannesburg rallies would
have been held at Soweto’s.Ja-
bulani *amphitheatre and: Ellis
Park Rugby stadium. »

. The mockery and the mean-
inglessness of (P W) Botha's
Workers’ Day announcement s
abundantly clear It 1s an,offi-
cial rejection of workers! aspi-
rations and a total clampdown
on our right to speak as organ-
1sed workers about the society |
we are striving for ” !

Saymng Cosatu would continue
to demand May 1 as May Day,
Mr Naidoo added “The refusal-|
1s a, clear.demonstration of the

systematic' campargn to harass
and suppress our legitimate
trade,‘uniqn activity ” C

1 of '
Reasons given for the banning

included that,; SENL
® The living’ wage campaign
was subvérsive, YR

@®.The peace would be disturbed,

i [as ashow-of force ! '~ ~Zdhh

g

and see the effective banning;as
repression.of democratic activi-

| [ (“Workers reject thése.reasons'

ty;LMr Naidoo'said wad 651 ]

i

b Yy X
/@:The rallies‘were. mtgggﬁd; to,| !

! | @ Youth were likely to attend TI

. | @Harler -this-week a-spokes-
{.,|imandor; the Federated:Chamber

‘[-of.Industries, Mr's Freda Dowie,
i | sandy' A hiving wage 1S a very

| legitimate thing for trade unions
to talk about.”
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By Lesley Cowhng -

The Congress of South African Trade Unions (Co-
satu} and the South African Railways and Har-
bours’ Workers Union (Sarhwu) yesterday under-
took m the Rand Supreme Court to prevent un-

| lawful acts against railway workers after South

African Transport Services (Sats) alleged Sarwhu
members had murdered five Sats employees

The bodies of four Sats employees were found
near the Kaserne depot on Tuesday mght and a
fifth in Tembisa yesterday

Yesterday, Sarhwu said — 1n an undertaking
that was made an order of court — that 1t was not
1n a position to confirm or deny the allegations

Condemned violence
e

Nevertheless, 1t undertook not to mntimidate or
assault anyone

Cosatu undertook to do all in its power as
landlord of premises in Jeppe Street and Ger-
miston to prevent any unlawful acts taking place
there

Cosatu and Sarhwu placed on record that they
were opposed to violence’ They also undertook to
provide the newspaperThe Sowetan with a copy
of the undertaking with a request that 1t be pub-
Iished

In an affidavit, Sats Southern Transvaal re-

—

Sarhwu promises &
not to intimidate
or assault anyone

glional manager Mr Abraham Spies le Roux said
five of his employees had been murdered 1n the
last few days and a ticket-collector abducted on
Tuesday was feared dead

Police had told him Sarhwu members had ab-
ducted five Sats employees, taken them to Cosatu
House, assaulted them then taken them to the
Heidelberg off-ramp near Kaserne Four had
been murdered but one escaped, he said

He said the man who escaped had been found
by a South African Defence Force umt and taken
back to the scene There 1t was found that the
other four were dead

Three had been burnt and the fourth stabbed,
he said

He said the escaped man told the police he had
been abducted and taken to Cosatu House There
he ‘and the other four were assaulted Later they
were taken 1n two separate vehicles to the Her-
delberg off-ramp where he managed to escape,
Mr le Roux said

The police took the man to Cosatu House,
where he pointed out 11 people One, he said, had
abducted him, nine were 1nvolved m the assaults
on him and one was present when he escaped

Mr le Roux believed Sarhwu had engaged in
intimidation and this had resulted in the murders

The case was postponed to June 2 to allow Co-
satu and Sarhwu to file answering affidavits

X
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The Congress of South African Trade Umions (Cosatu) has con-
demned the violence resulting in the deaths of rallway workers
and has angrily accused the Government and the SABC for ex-
ploiting the killings 1n a Propaganda war against Cosatn

The bodies of four men, said to be Sats workers, were found
stabbed and burnt-rneaf Kaserne on Tuesday night and a fifth
body was discovéred m Tembisa on the East Rand

The vietims hiVé not yet been 1dentified Polyce say they have
a witness-to the earlier kilings, and 11 people were arrested in
relation to them during a raid on Cosatu House on Wednesday

“Cosafu madkes 1t clear we have never condoned violence as a
means'of’resolving disputes,” the 700 008-member labour federa-
tion s

“We dFe<holdmg a meeting with

and Harbour Workers’ Umon (Sarhwu) to determine the trye

facts of what happened

other railway workers we say 1t should not have happened

“SBarhwu has emphatically distanced itself from the events of
Tuesday and condemned these deaths ”

osatu

-y GO ) )
NOw using ltg‘egl‘);gl

Cosatu added “The Goverlime;
deaths of the Sats workers to mtensify the campaign agamst
Cosatu, Sarhwu and all our affihates The SABC, which 18 being
used extensively n the“campaign, was brought on to the scene
of the siege of Cosatu House on Wednesday

A police spokesman said the SABC had been allowed through
the barriers because they had asked permussion to film and had
given an undertaking not to photograph security force actions

Cosatu continues to blame Sats management for the build-up
of violence n the seven-week dispute “We have faced a man-
agement who have shunned open and fair negofiations We be-
lieve the spiral of violence 1s directly linked to therr ntransi-
gence and their refusal to deal In good ‘faith with the elected
representatives of the dismissed workers ” , v

Cosatu says 1t warned early in the strike that matters:could
become violent It held talks with the Federated Chamber
of Industries and Associated Chambers of Commerce 1n an at-
tempt to get them to intervene and break the deadlock at Sats

@ See Page 6.

&

esYerday
the South African Railways

If those workers died at the hands of




'SATS STRIKE @fﬁf D)

. E.,f N
Discussing action
s’ decision to fire the strikers who de-
El?rtled to return to work on April 22 seems to
have ended the six-week-old strike On the
other hand, it may well have set the scene for
more comprehensive action by unions
In a demonstration of firmness, Sats stuck
to 1ts guns and duly fired a total of 16 000
striking employces on the Witwatersrand
and Bloemfonten last Wednesday About
2 000 strikers returned to work on deadline
Sats spokesman Janme van Zyl says the
service 1s coping with the help of existing
personnel, who do the additional work 1n
shifts, and other relief workers It temporar-
lly employed roughly 800 students and
school children over the hohdays
 Labour Day
But a shortage of workers will be only one
of Sats’ problems over thc next few weeks
Although Van Zyl says bats 1s not eaxpecting
trouble on May 1 (Labour Day), 1t 1s step-
ping up security as a precaution with the
help of the SA Defence Force and police
Sats has already suffered a loss of about
R25m 1n damage to rolling stock
Congress of SA Trade Umons (Cosatu)

general secretary Jay Naidoo says Cosatu is
“very upsct” about the dismissals and 18
“discussing acuon to cnsurc“thc reinstate-
ment of workers ™ He says “sohidarity ac-
tion” from other workers’ unions may be

expected, but he declines to claborate

At least seven sirikers have already died 1n

i

M 7 49
NIE Y

police shootings — three of them during a ’

march from Cosatu House to the nearby
Doornfontein station jast Wednesday Ac-
cording to the Bureau for Information, police

fired teargas at them when they failed

to

disperse peacefully “It was then that they

turned on the police and attacked them with
stones and knives,” said the bureau Three
| policemen were inyured Pohlice later suf-

rounded Cosatu House, entered 1t and ar-

rested a large number of the occupants

Interdict

Cosatu has subsequently taken steps to sue
| the SA Police for damage to 1ts premises ||
| totalling more than R53 000 And it 1 apply-

ing for an interdict to restrain the SAP from

further damaging Cosatu House and assault-
Ing members In another Cosatu action, set-
tled out of court last Friday, the police un-

dertook not to act unlawfully again

stance

St

members of the SA Railway and Harbour |
| Workers Union (Sarwhu) The police did not |
| admit to any unlawful acts in the first in-

Meanwhile, Van Zyl says Sats’ offices

the others were victims of intimidation

Van Zyl stresses that Sats will “under no
Circumstances” negotiate with Sarwhu He
says the service does not recognise Sarwhu,
adding that 1t has never formaliy applied for

recognition
0 See Leaders P

have been “flooded” with unemployed peo-
ple locking for jobs More than 900 were

employed last week He adds Sats wil] —
| with discretion — gve preference to former
| Sats employees, who will have to re-apply for
therr jobs He claims only some 25% of the
workers really had their hearts 1n the strike,




LABOUR MATTERS

Putting

The turbulence in the labour arena could
foreshadow an indefimite period of intensi-
fied uncertamty vis-a-vis the relatronship be-
tween employers and the workforce This
situation 18 inevitable, and businessmen will
have to be gmided by such attested facts as
can be salvaged from the murk created by
censorship and the whole apparatus of the
State of Emergency

Part of the problem 1s that the effective
suppression of umbrella bodies such as the
Umited Democratic Front (UDF) has been a

factor 1n the politicisation of the black union
movement Bannings and arrests have fur-

labour reforms have

Government’s
gained it considerable credit abroad —
and helped to maintain a degree of stab- |}
Iity 1n the black workforce. Recent ac-
tions indicate it could be turning its back
on this progress.

ther inflamed perceptions This 1s most ap-
| parent with the increasingly militant Con-

gress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu) Political
demands which cannot be made through

< (8 Yol

genutnely representative political avenues
re-emerge on the shopfloor

There 15 nothing particularly simister 1n
this — leading businessmen have cogently
argucd that business must play its role 1n
fostering reform Labour, obviously in 1ts
own terms, 15 1ncreasingly doing exactly the
same, and has been for almost 10 years —
which 15 not to say that radical elements will
not seck advantage from turmoil

Just what can be usefully defined as la-
bour as opposed to political action and state-
ment has become virtually an academic 1s-

sue Increating this impasse both “sides” are
\
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at the mercy of events which are moving very
swiftly indeed And government, bracing for
the election, 1s not playing the conciliatory
role 1t should be — through mechanisms
which 1t set up itself in the Seventies when
faced with the danger of an undisciplined
and growing urbanised black workforce

It may well be that the 16 000 dismissed
Sats strikers can be replaced because of the
severe unemployment situation -— which
Central Statistical Services estimates at 22%
of the economically active black population

But the move leaves out of account such
intangibles as the enduring bitterness cre-
ated by any mass dismissal, the cost of train-
ing novices and re-processing those who wish
to return to work on almost any terms, the
inherent risk of displacing unemployment to
the homelands and other rural areas, so in
the long term creating a disaffected base for
msurgents, and the image foreign traders
and 1nvestors gam of the vulner-
ability of our transport systems
to strikes and sabotage.

And then hardlhine police ac-
tions spill over into the black
union movement and the black
community as a whole — wit-
ness the effects of the raids on
Cosatu House and the Germis-
ton and Doornfontein shootings,
as well as last week’s confused
Soweto stayaway

Emotions heightened by what
1s seen as unfair treatment of
one group of workers (and the
Sats strike had its origins 1n a
petty alleged offence involving
R40) are fed back into a com-
mumty enraged by what 1t sees
as unjustified rent hikes and the
hike. (The current wave of *‘un-
rest” began in September 1984
over rents and related 1ssues In
the Vaal Triangle townships ) This toand fro
of causes and actions leads to a volatility
which 1s 1n no employer’s interest — private
or public sector.

As for replacing black workers with whites
—1t’s a pipedream, hike attempting to main-
tain postal services with white schoolchildren
and, very often, white drifters who will not
stay 1n the job in the medim to long term

Management-union confrontation 1n these
circumstances simply cannot be as easily
resolved as some recent mune strikes, where
the National Union of Mineworkers 1s a
recognised entity with which deals can be
struck — witness the strikes at Randfontein
Estates and Western Areas over retrench-
ments, Here the issue of “sweetheart’ umons
— comphiant in-house employees’ assoct-
ations — did not rise up from the past to
complicate matters A JCI spokesman was
reported last week as saying that about
23 000 workers were resuming shifts after
productive negotiations. That’s more than
were involved 1n the Sats strike

The ramufications of the transport work-
ers’ strike continue, and, of course, have been
marked by violence — police action against

unions, sabotage of trains As Cosatu'’s Jay
Naidoo has pointed out (Current affairs
April 24), public sector bodies like Escom
and Iscor have come to terms with Cosatu-
affiliated umions and negotiate with them
Sats 1s therefore out of step with its sister
public sector corporations — fazed by the
umomnisation of 1ts workforce by the SA Rail-
way and Harbour Workers Unton, affiliated
to Cosatu Its (sometimes confused) at-
tempts to negotiate were focused on Blatu, a
management-sponsored grouping with no
real authonty outside Natal

Overall, Sats’ responses to the strike seem
defective Attempts were made to promote a
shadow union as the genuine representative
of the workforce There were unsubstantiat-
ed allegations of intimidation by Cosatu, and
the whole process of shunting off one body of
workers and taking on another was and 18
messy What, for example, about service

- T W TR L T T
-

encounter the nature and aims of democracy
itself It can be argued that far from being at
the mercy of “outside” nfluences (such as
the UDF or the external mussion of the
African National Congress), these unions
will 1n the long run have to themselves con-
front undemocratic tendencies in, for exam-
ple, the ANC The whole 1ssue of nationali-
sation would fall into the spothight 1n any

transitional period It wouldn’t all go the

ANC’s way

Such ntangible “gains’™ will be lost if the
entire process of industrial negotiation be-
comes an “‘us vs them” affair If you cannot

negotiate on a pay rise or working conditions, |

how can the groundwork be laid for negotia-
tion about power-sharing at far higher politi-
cal levels?

The hard line therefore suits undemocra-
tic forces and tendencies by discrediting ne-
gotiating as a procedure for conflict resolu-
tion. As Sinclair puts 1t
“Umionisation has provided a
platform for democratic organi-
sation and developing political
awareness that has an 1mpor-
tant spillover effect in the or-
gamsation of many political
community organisations "’
This view has mernt Revolu-

tionarics do not thrive in an or-
derly climate — and the labour
scene at present 1s not orderly

Government will make mat-
ters worse 1if, having accepted
the Wiehahn reforms, it now
turns i1ts back on them — for
example through legislation
which would have the effect of
turning labour issues 1nto pohiti-

Fire in the vard ... will rﬂfnrm be
the casualty?

benefits and the like?

Such kragdadigheid, in current circum-
stances, has a further consequence Michael
Sinclair of the Washington-based Investor
Responsibility Research Centre — which
monitors SA events for corporate America
— writes 1n a new publication “An i1mpor-
tant factor in the new era of black political
mobilisation was the legal recogmition of
black trade unions in 1979 The emergent
black union movement i1s a democratic
anomaly 1 a society that demes blacks any
other representation . Although only
about 12% of the African workforce (fewer
than Im workers) 1s umonmsed, the union
movement has a political influence far be-
yond 1ts formal membership As one union
leader put 1t, “We are blacks before we are
workers,” and 1n the absence of other chan-
nels workers expect the unions to take up
community 1ssues and grievances ”’

There 15 also the possibihty of the Sats
dismissals leading to sympathy strikes, de-
spite their illegality, as Cosatu has threat-
ened Since the “emergent” unions are
democratically structured, they represent
one way n which black workers as a whole

cal ones in all circumstances
Mimster in the State Presi-
dent’s Office, Alwyn Schle-
busch, gave notice last week
that a crackdown could be in the offing as
soon as the next session of Parhament If
true, and not stmply an election ploy, this
would do considerable damage to the one
area 1n which the Nationalists have carried
through reform with a fair measure of sin-
cerity and success

It would also suggest that one “solution”
to black aspirations remains the old “insider-
outsider” strategy mmplicit 1in the Riekert
Report In essence, this would be to say that
if you have a job and “approved” accommo-
dation, you can stay on as an urbanised
black If not, 1t's out — back to the home-
lands and poverty An entrenchment of privi-
leges then occurs as well as political docility
People with a stake 1n the First World sector
will perceive their best interests as lying with
the status quo — or so the theory goes

In fact, since life 15 uncertain, that won'’t
happen Hardline employer attitudes —
sanctioned by government — will 1nstead
increase black-white polarisation Again, a
situation which suits revolutionaries Such
larger 1ssues should not be forgotten in the
hope that black unions, and blacks, w1ll
somehow go away

- L
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WELKOM — The chief magistrate of Welkom,
Mr J P Seeman, has prohibited a meeting of the
National Union of Mineworkers which was due
to be held at Tlad: stadium here today, SABC

radio news reports The prohibitioh order 1s
effective from 6am today till 6am on Sunday
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namphlet

. uary interdict restrain-
candidate 1n the EL City
Pontes, from distributing,
a pamphlet implying that

Party favoured an all-

friran National Congress,

T e Supreme Court

brought by the PFP can-
Sioancy, Mr Gwyn Bas-

of 3 pamphlet distributed
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1 newspapers on April 24

my dead body*'will I vote
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PAARL -~ Police are in-
vestigating a bizarre tra-
gedy in  which a
Franschhoek family of
three commitied suicide
by walking In front of
two vehicles last Satur-
day afternoon .

Mr Herman Esau, 55,
of the farm Dagbreek,
and his wife, Mrs Jo-
hanna Esau, 24, ¢luich-
ing her baby, Petrus,
died on the road two
hours apart —DDC
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a member of the Cowies Hill

Lions club, Mr John Lister, pulls the club’s ricksha riding president, Mr

Sean Martin, down Oxford Street in East London yesterday The men, along

with some of thelr club mates, are pulling the ricksha to the Lions’ national
congress in the Cape Reportpage 3

Exercise rumpus

DURBAN — Naval Com-
mand East has warned
that further firing exer-
c1s5es are to take place 1ny
the next few days and
denied allegations that
Wednesday night's exer-

cise which alarmed hun-
dreds of people was an
elect.on tactic

Alarmed residents
who heard the loud ex-
plosions and gun fire
telephoned the police,

who were not notified,

The public relations
officer for Naval Com-
mand East, Sub Lieuten-
ant Brian Stockion, said
it was unfortunate that
the wind conditions had
carried the sound
inshore — DDC

(Report by T van der Walt 12
Devanshire Place Durban )

JOHANNESBURG -— An account of how a

South African Transport Services (Sats)
worker found the burnt bodies of three
men who had been allegedly assaulted
with him at Cosatu House earhier that day

was given 1n papers before the Rand Su-
preme Court yesterday

The worker's evidence
was recounted 1n an afh
davit by the Sats re
gional manager for the
Southern Transvaal, Mr
Abraham  Spiles Le
Roux, 1n support of an
urgent application
brought vesterday even
ing by Sats against the
Congress of South Afn
can Trade Unions (Co-
satu) and the South Afi.

can Railways and
Harbours Union
{Sarhwu)

Mr Le Roux said the
worker had been taken
from his work place to
Cosatu House where he
was assaulted From
there he and another
man were taken by sta-
tion wagon to the Hel
delberg off ramp where
he managed to escape

He later found the
three burnt bodies and
that of the man 1n the
car with him when he re-
turned to the spot with a
SA Defence Force pa-
trol

Sats 1ntended asking
the court to order Co-
satu to see that its prem
1ses 1n particular those
at World Cenire 1n Ger
miston and Cosatu
House in Johannesburg
were not misused for the
intimidation assault
and murder of Sats
workers and ex workers

They also wanted an

order interdicting
Sarhwu intimidating
emplovees 1nto not

working and empower-
ing the police to enter
Cosatu premises to en-
force the order

The application was
postponed until June 2
after Cosatu undertook
to do all 1n i1ts power to
see that unlawful acts
di1d not take place on 1ts
premises

Sarhwu said 1t was not
1in a position to admit or
deny the allegations
against 1ts members 1n
the court papers but
nevertheless undertook
not to imtimidate or as-
sault anyone at Cosatu
House or anvywhere else

In the undertaking
both organtsations said
they placed on record
that they were opposed
to violence and wished
to confirm a statement
published already say-
ing that they did not con-
done violence or recog-
nise 1t as a way of
resolving disputes

In his affidavit Mr Le

Roux said Sats had been
aware of intimidation of
workers during the
strike hy its employees

Mr Le Roux said much
of this intimidation had
occured at Cosatu House
and the umon's prem-
1ses at World Centre 1n
Germiston

He also drew the
court’s attention to the
statement of the Sats
worker who had seen
the three burnt bodies

Mr Le Roux said the
worker had been tied to
a water pipe at Cosatu
House and assaulted hit
and kicked by about 30-
40 people

Three other men were
also brought 1nto the
halt where he was

Mr Le Rouxr sa1d
according to the witness
they were told to clean
the floor after thev had
had water thrown over
them to get the blood off
them

Later he and another
man were taken through
the eastern exit of Co-
satu House and put into
a stalton wagon and
taken to the Heidelberg
off ramp where he man
aged to escape and run
away

Further 1nvestigation
revealed the hurnt bod-
1es5 of the three men who
had been at Cosatu
House plus the corpse of
the man who had been
in the station wagon
with him

Mr Le Roux said the
withess was later taken
to Cosalu House where
he 1dehtified 11 people
nine who had as-
saulted him or been
present uvne who ab-
ducted him from his
work place and another
who was present when
he escaped from the sta-
tion wagon

The aflfidavil was filed
only a few hours before
the burnt body of a fifth
worker — this time at
Tembisa on the East
Rand — was found by
police

@ An urgent apphlica-
tion by Cosatu to hold a
May Day rally today was
refused by Mr Justice B
Galgut 1n the Durban
Supreme Court yester-
day on the grounds the
government notice pro-
hibiting certain pather-
1ngs was notinvalid —

DDC-5Sapa

bl

1

;‘-'."

{

—'Hﬂ'ﬂ:

Ty

_mﬁ—ﬂ-‘l_“r: -~ - -



Police break up rallies as May Day brings protest to world capitals’
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an austerity programime tmposed
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against “bourgeois hiberalisation”
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cused them of holding a dispro-
porticnately hgh amount of

tive labour orgamisation. An ear-
hier military government barred
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__ Workers, the recently-formed Na- president after bemng told they sSources sard the turnout was rela- frey Mutandare told a rally, bert Mugabe, said. Jose Eduarde dos Santos, and
“m” mibia Food and Allied Workers' would not be allowed &0 speak. fively small, a reflection of dwin- _ " ®In Nigema, President Major- leaders of the ruling marxst
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J_..‘mz days ago the Johannesburg public
was rudely reminded of the extent to
which truth has become the first casualty
of conflict when armoured velcles block-
aded Cosatuv House and prevented people
from witnessing a tense six-hour encounter
hetween hundreds of members of the secu-
rity forces and trade union members and
officials ‘ ’

Denied 1ndependent testimony as to
what happened 1n and around the building,
which houses the regional offices of 11
trade umons, the pubhic has to judge the
facts from widely diverging accounts of
tms operation — the first of two huge
security force actions at Cosatu House.

The most detalled account to date con-
aists of affidavits placed before the Rand
Supreme Court this week when the Con-
gress of South African Trade Umons {Cosa-
tu) nstituted action for an order restrain-
ing the police

The response of the Mimster of Law and
Order and the Witwatersrand Divistonal
Comnussioner of Police will be placed be-
fore the conrt on May 19, when the applica-
tion resumes They have already demed
Cosatu s allegations and have said that po-

hce actdd law fullv. These are some of the
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On the assault of striking railway
workers gathered in the bulding:

Mr Digge Kock, an accountant for Cosa-
tu, said he watched workers leave the hall
in the late afternoon. “Police and soldiers
had surrounded the entrance of the hall,
leaving a small space for workers to
emerge Each worker walking out of the
hall was slapped, punched, thrown against
the wall and searched

“They then walked out of the bulding
with ther hands above theiwr heads Work-
ers were roughly searched once again and
thrown wnto the back of the truck (parked
outside the entrance}

1 noticed one of the workers who
emerged from the building was bleeding
from the head (Another affidavit suggests
that worhers imured earlier outside the
butlding rught have sought shelter there)

“He was not thrown into the truck but
was taken across the road to a group of
policemen who then interrogated him Cne
of the policemen tripped im and while he
was lying on his back, kicked himn all over
his body The police then continued interro-
gating the bleeding worker He was then
put 110 a truck ”

o

.}
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" Cosatu affidavits tell a s

Two police opera-
f1ions at Cosatu
headquarters have
drawn comment
that a head-on
conflict between
the State and the
trade uynion move-
ment is building.
Some of the fac-
tars which give rise & _

to this view were detailled in court papers

this week. JO-ANNE COLLINGE reports.

¥

On the assault an trade unionist:

Mr Desmond Matome Mahasha, general
secretary of the Construction and Allied
Workers' Unmion, submitted that police took
lum to the offices of the National Umon of
Mineworkers and told lum to sign a receipt
for the documents they had confiscated
there.

“I objected to domng this and another
plainclothes policeman started twisting my
wrist so that 1t became extremely pamnful ”
After repeated twists of the arm, Mr Ma-
hasha eventually signed a receipt, he said

Later, 2 pohceman asked hum his name,
Mr Mahasha said “I told lum 1t was Des-
mond, He then said Oh, Desmond Tutw

]
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and punched me with his fist on my left
cheek bone Immediately afterwards (an-
other) policeman called me As I got up to
go to him a third policernan kicked me just
below my right ribcage”

On the destruction and seizure of
union property:

Mr Jeremy Daphne, negotiator for the
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers
Union, stated “During the period that po-
hee were on the fourth floor they damaged
extensive property, particularly doors and
cupboards, and destroyed extensive utuon
decumentation, as well as personal 1itermns
belonging to union offictals and members

“I did not observe the police effecting
this damage but could hear the noise of
objects being damaged while we were In
the room”

Mr Daphne and most others who subrmut-
ted evidence said armed police had made
them stand facing the wall with their
hands above theiwr heads for the duration of
the search of thewr premses

Mr Daphne listed the damage on the
fourth floor as “Five (locked) doors
smashed n and totally damaged  Four
(locked) cupboards smashed open  Rib-
bons used on electric typewriters pulled
out of thewr cassettes  The umon's most.
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tory of security force brutality

expensive electronic typewriter was da-
maged by policemen who cut out pieces of
metal and cord from inside it Vir-
tually all posters were ripped off the wall
and notice boards were ripped down , A
table, a desk chair and a bookshelf were
dehiberately smashed. The table was bro-
ken mnto two pieces which were lymg on
the floor™

He added. “All files were emptied and
the documents 1n them (dealing with nego-
tiations with employers for the last six
years) were either removed by the police,
torn up or thrown out of the window

“The contents of about 20 files were re-
moved and thrown out of the office win-
dow These documents landed in a large
pool of water in the yard  Some were 50
saturated that when I (later) tried to re-
move them from the pool, they disintegrat-
g ”»

Two affidavits refer to the sound of gun-
shots i the bulding or reports of shooting
inside

Cosatu general secretary Mr Jay Natdoo
stated n s affidavit that the actwons of
the police had led him to beheve that they
were out of control, that those in com-
mand were unwilling or unable to exercise
the necessary control over their men
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dismissed ten days: ago ng their six-week stri e

had been re-employed, while more than 1 000 more

had indicated they wanted their jobs back, a SATS
SPokesman said yesterday,

SATS previously announced

who Physically
S f:ror_n going back to work or from

.. said the Spokesman.

ing its views on the strike.
'« The advertisement, which appeared in the Star
Newspaper, was headed: «J udge for Yourself”,

Among other assertions, it alleged instigators:

Caused violence to spread to civi] unrest.

Threatened the lives of thousands of innocent
people,

01 Caused damage running into mil
to SATS property and equi

lions of rands
Pment. — Sapa
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By 8'BU MNGAD1

UNIONS in Natal - like
those throughout the coun-
iry —are gearing up to cele-
brate May Day

Cosatu has arranged to
hold seven-hour ralljes at
Durban's Curries Fountain
stadium and at the
Esikhawen stadiem near
Empangen tomorrow Both
meetings start at 9 am

At the time of going to
Press, Cosatu had made ap-
lications to both the Dur-
an and Umthunzimi Chief
Magistrates for permisston
to hold open air meetings
National Unien of Mine
Workers general-secretary
Cynil Ramaphosa and Co-
satu’s assistant genegal-sec-
retary, Sydney Mafumad,,
will address the Durban ral-
ly
Southern Natal Cosatu
general-secretary Thann
Mohlomi said because of
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n Northern
Natal the Durban meeting
would constitute the entire
province’s meeting — except
for Zululand, Harrismith
and Qwa-Qwa

He said evep though
President PW Botha “mis-
understood our demands™
by declaring the first Fr)-
day in May a pubhc holi-
day, Cosatu would continue
to fight for May 1 1o be
declared Labour Day

Already major Natal fac-
tories have accepted May |
and June 16 as pard public
holidays

And n sharp contrast to .
the drama and publicity
that marked the birth of the
inkatha-backed United
Workers' Unton of South
Afrnca (Uwusa) on May
Day last year, the fledging
union will be having a quiet
birthday tomorrow

Sydney Mafumadi wili
Natal Cosatu supporters.

& F t

It has advised 1ts mem-
bership and supporters to
stay at home and await con-
structive messages to be
disserninated by 1ts leader-
ship

According to Uwusa gen-
eral-secretary Simon Conco
this year’s celebration
would not be the same as
last year’s when more than
80 000 people converged on
Durban’s King’s Park stad)-
um to launch Uwusa

Conco warned, however,
that the vanation shouid
not be nterpreted as a scal-
ing down of the umon’s
dedication to the signtfi-
cance of the day

The mam reason for
Uwusa’s tomng down seems
to be financial as, at this
pomnt 1n 1ts development,
Uwusa’s financial resources
could not meet the ex-
penses required to achieve
resuits as dramatic as jagt

.-:‘;::vu.i . e B 4

be addressing

"l
e

Y

i B
sk
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for Cosatu’s celebrations.

year’s
“We decided that Uwnsa
members and  supporters

should observe the day by
staying at home and remn-
forcing their commitment
to the struggle by meditat-
Ing on the constructive mes-
sages that would be dis-
sermunated through the var-
tous media,” he said

But Conco promised that
next year's ceiebrations
would be on a scale that
would make up for this
year 4

The Cusa-Azactu Trade
UJnmon Federation 1s also
planning to hold a May Day
meeting at the' Beatrice
Street YMCA tomorrow,
according to co-ordinator
Kessie Moodly

However, despite all the
celebrations that go with
May Day internationally,
celebrations 1n Natal have
been marred by bloody

unwn rwvalry which has

neetings

claimed the hves of many
people and destroyed much
property i -

Incidents such as vigilan-
te attacks on Hlgbane Col-
liery miners — which left 12
NUM members dead — and
on the striking Sarmcol
workers at Mpophomen)
township near Howick -
which left four Mawu dead
— bear testimony to this ri-
valry

One of the first out-
breaks of violence in the
rivalry  between trade up-
1ons in Natal was when Co-
Satu supporter James Ntuly
was fatally shot at Durban’s
Berea Station by Umlaz
counctllor and Inkatha
member Zithulele Ngcobo,
who was returning from the
Uwausa launch

Ngcobo was convicted of
homicide and since thep|
bloody battles between Co-
satu and Uwusa have con-
tinued unabated

-
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By DICK USHER,
Labour Reporter

RADE untons are concerned

about the lengthy delay in an-
nouncing the new owners of Robert-
SONS

The sale, which was “quite precip-
itate” according to a management
spokesman, has also left the compa-
ny m a difficult position because it
18 under pressure from two unions
for information 1t either does not
have or cannot divulge until the new
owners are disclosed

The company was South African-
owned until bought by the US multi-

national Corn Products Corporatien
(CPC) 1n 1964

Its sale to unnamed South African
buyers, acting through Rand Mer-
chant Bank, was announced from
the US on April 1.

Robertsons has two plants, one In
Alrode, Transvaal, orgamsed by the
Chemical Workers’ Industrial Union
(CWIU) and the other 1n Durban 1s
organised by the Food and Allied
Workers’ Union (Fawu)

Workers at Alrode stopped work
the day after the announcement

O 0O
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ey went bacK the following day
when management agreed to a joint
meeting with the umons, to give a
written undertaking that pension
monies were safe, to give each
worker a statement of momes being
held on their behalf plus interest,
and to report back as soon as pos-
sible on if and how pension monies
could be withdrawn

These were followed by a further
list of demands relating to the sale,
including one that CPC pay all
workers a bonus of one months’ pay
for every completed year of service

At a joint meeting company re-
sponses to the demands were tabled
The unions found these

unacceptable

A press release from the Congress
of South African Trade Umons, to
which CWIU and Fawu are afhhat-
ed, said “From the meeting it was
clear that company representatives
either did not know who the new
owners are or were for some reason
refusing to divulge this information

“We can only speculate that there
IS a conspiracy involved

company ?-

“We get the impression the sell

out was a case of ‘take the money
and run'”

Mr Charles Henzi, human re-
sources manager for Robertsons,
sald they were not able to divulge
most of the information requested
by the umons because this was the
prerogative of the buyers

“All we know 1s that a group of
buyers acting through Rand Mer-
chant Bank has bought 100 percent
of gPC‘s South African holdings,” he
sal

“But the basie position 1s that the
legal persona of Robertsons has not
been changed by the sale, therefore
nothing else has changed and all
agreements and contracts entered
into by Roberisons are still valid
and binding

“This covers all aspects of our op-

eration from pensions {0 union
recognition

“Nothing will be changed without
negofiation with the unions”
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THE Natal branch of Cosatn
upreme Court action against

Magistrate JJ Pienagr £

T

rally at Durban’s Curries F
Thamr Mohlom; sad yesterday l Doy

Before gomge 1nto consultation, Mohlomi told Crty
Pre

he grounds
of swhat the police -had lo say |

arlier this week; Prenaar sent 2 let
requesting the unign’s response, to

police who are opposing the ' union’
permitto Eﬂ’ld the rally . ST P
+ According to the letter, the police were ofsthe opinion
thay, Cﬂ:i'a}/u’ﬁu“l_.lwng Wage”

4Be  campaign ‘might"be dis’
cussed oradvertised af the
tnicrests of public safety
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have lodged ap urgent
the refusal by Chuef .
OF permission to hold a May Day
ountain, Cosaty secretdry
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Employers across Sout}
Alrica are warting anx-
lously to see if calls for
concerted black action
Jlead to work, stayaways
.tomorrow and on
Wednesday, election day
for whites. 3
Black protest against |
South Africa’s white elec- |
tion on Wednesday is ex-
pected to produce an un-
precedented display of
non-party political inter-
est 1n the whites-only
election .
Calls by Cosatu and the
United Democratic Front
'for concerted action are
aimed at demonstrating
rejection of continued.,
concentration of central |.
political might in the
\ hands of a minority . -

@ See Page 13.
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Safs takes on F0QO |
SACKEd strikers

\s Business Day Heporters

ABOUT 000 Sats workers dismissed two weeks ago
after their six-week strike have been re-employed,
while others have indicated they want the;r Jobs back,
a Sats spokesman said at the weekend

Raillways and Har ours Workers’ Union
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applying for thejr Jobs,” the spokesman said
Meanwhile, Sarwhuy attorneys have filed papers in
the Rand Supreme Court asking that the dismissal of
three Sarhwy members be declared unlawful
It 13 believed the ¢ase will be heard on Wednesday 5
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and the Post and elecommunicationg Workers’
Association (Potwa) said 1n 2 Joint statement
released at the weekend

| Details of the negotiated settlement woylg be

released today, a Post Office spokesman said yes-
8 terday - |

The statement said all grievances had been solved
Successfully to Potwa’s satisfaction

, The workers went on strike on April 2 to demand
higher wages, protest at the detention of two col-
leagues and express Sympathy with the Sats dispute
Post Office workers are expected to return to work
today, and 1t 15 hoped that disrupted services w;l] be |
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- MANDLA “Metroblitz” Sithole, Orlando
k poo I Pirates' forward and Isiah Peete, Glant}
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ON the eve of the planned two days of national -’
protest, organisations have cailed upon the black
community to show restraint and dignity.

—_—

Ch shall

—_— ————

Tomorrow and Wed- -~ -
nesday are days set out by
the Uﬂltﬁd DEITIUEI'HIIC B
Front (UWDF) and s allies |§

|
a
"1
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661 can never recall whether the i

as two days of action |k pomt upwards or downwards why
agamst the whites-only | course But I know which-cigarét
elections The whites will [§ meal 39 o
be going to the polls on (§ kg ey |
May 6 ALy ™

The UDF said workers, |§ e o
youth, students, women, |§ - PR N
churches, traders and |B| i Tt 1Rl
shopkeepers will join in umited | B e
action to show their |f k.
“abhorrence for a system that |H| 'fa#
gives a minority group the nght (¥
to have a vote while depriving | j
the majonity of the same night |j|
Nothing could be more |H
objectionable ™ h

“It 15 within cur nights as a |k
people 1o protest against any form |
of mjustice, especially when the L
regime N question consistently | B
erodes whatever rights we may ;
have,” the acting pubhaty |E
secrelary of the UDF, Mr Murphy %
Morobe said

He said the continued
insensitaive  kiilings of black
persons  * have leflt us no option
but 10 call for protest acuon

Although the form of protest 15
not specified the National
Fducation Cnisis Commuttee

Ty T ey S G R TT

{Necc} has appea[cd that these two i * aﬂCEﬂfqu to a well-known Sﬂﬂf&f!t{
days be observed with respect and |k considered good form to feave the ti
ntrosDection Etiquette also dictates that one shou
BFI k d_ . one s guests with Mills Special cigar
: by ther fine expensive tobaccos s w
ac - lgnlt! B i one has to fay out
The Azamian Pcoples' |B

Orgamisation (Azapo) publicity [#]
secretary, Mr Muntu Myeza, said |§
black people must mark May 6 as
the day when white people of
different political shades united in
their elections to reeducale us on

e gerd e e R L
—

| TR

the absolute necessity of black |(§
solidanity and black dignity J

He said black people must |EB
conduct themselves with respect "
quietude and refrain from (§

wanton revelry and drunkenness |j
He said although protest aclion

against the white clections would IR

By

not i1n iutself cause the voters to
; ) Blackpool's right-back In a tussie jor aj j change their votes or 1o alter the |b
’ e h Id high ball This was in their excllingf ) results of the elections.” the v’
" ¥ e, ,}0 : Castle League match which ended in a 3 contemplated action m;ﬂ be
! B AR * 4 1-all draw at the Dobsonvlile Stadlumi viewed as an introspection, an
yesterday 1| assessment and re-dedicanon | B
{ # .Bucs Y JOE MOLEFEL a_se-dedicavon ||
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I headquarters in Pretoria

by black people to
coantinue the quest for a

{rue humanity 1n our be-

loved land ™
Mr Myeza said em-
ployers must view absen-

teeism on the two days as,

the best way i which
black people in their em-
ploy can hold commu-
-pion with themselves un-
der the ¢ircumstances
“Where people feel
compelled to go to work,
they should not be stop-
ped Secunty forces must
" conduct themselves with
restraint and show that
the secunity and interest
of the black people are
not different from those
of the white people,”” Mr
Myeza said
Meanwhile, police

i

Call for resp

-= From Page 1’

said it was aware nf
worker stayaway plans
being orgamsed for this
week A spokesman said.
“Contingency prepara-
tions had been made”

He said police prepa-
rattons were aimed at
protecting people who
wanted to go to work He
pomnted out that police
could not take action to
force people to go to
work, “1f a man does not
go to work that’s his pre-
rogative”

If however, workers
were being intimdated
and prevented from
gomng to work, police
would take action

against those respon-
sible

—ym = R

EﬂﬂWhllE, the one-
month old strike by the
5000 black post office
staff members on the
Witwatersrand has
ended

Post Office manage-
ment and Post and Tele-

commuications Work- |

ers Association (Potwa),
said 1n a jomt-statement

that after negotiations 1n |

the past week, they have
agreed that workers will
return to work today
All the gnevances have
been successfully solved
to the satisfaction of Pot-
wa The Post Office ex-

pressed 1ts appreciation®

for the public’s under-
standing during the
strike and gave an assur-
ance that all services will
be back to normal as
soon as possible
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Fate of Ci)satu 11 undecided

PRETORIA __ The fate
of 11 men arrested at Co-
satu House last Wednes-
day in Connection with
the abduction and sup-
Séquent death of four
South African Transport

SAP public relations dj-
rectorate jn Pretoria
said investigations were
continuing.

The Spokesman would
not comment on when
they would appear in
court or what charges
would be 13id against

A spokesman for the them. — pDpC
Y,
(BB oy
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kL stayaway
as prelude

to election

Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON —There
was a partial stayaway
here yesterday as a pre-
lude to the Congress of
South African Trade
Union (Cosatu) call for a
two-day stay away from
work today to protest
against the whites-only
House of Assembly elec-
tion here tomorrow

According to the
president of the Border
Chamber of Industries,
Mr John Rich, 15 firms
were surveyed and par-
tial stayaways were re-
vealed

Three firms suffered a
100 per cent stayaway,
there was between 50 to
70 per cent non-attend-
ance at five other firms
and the rest had 100 per
cent attendance

The overall stayaway
1s estimated at 20 per
cent.

The director of per-
sonnel and management
at the municipality, Mr
Leon Deetlefs, con-

| firmed that they had a

five per cent stayaway
which  was  shightly
higher than normal for a
Monday °

A spokesman for the
Cisker Transport Cor-
poration (CTC) said
there was a 10 per cent
drop 1n passenger num-
bers and that there were
three minor stone-
throwing 1neidents 1n
Mdantsane involving
buses

Meanwhile, 1n Johan-
nesburg, the Soweto

Chamber of Commerce
and Industry decided at
1ts  executive meeting
last week that Soweto
shops would remamn
open during this week’s
planned stayaway.

“Although people will |
stay away from their
workplaces, it 1s essen-
fial they are able to buy
food,” the executive di-

rector Mr David
Mailoane, said
yesterday

“The other problem
we have had during
these sthyaways is that
people have bheen buy-
1ng food outside Soweto
and our local businesses

have suffered a loss of
profit

“We have spoken to
some of the organisers
involved 1n the stayaway
and they appreciate the
need for black business
to stay open,” Mr Mai-
loane added.

Mr Malloane said he
urged Soweto residents
to remam calm during
the stayaway and ‘give
1t the dignmity 1t de-
serves,”

The Commissioner of
Police, General Johann
Coetzee, said police
were fully aware of
planned action by “cer-
tain radical organisa-
tions and individuals” to
disrupt and discredit
the election and that
steps had been taken to
foil them — Sapa-DDR

(Report by M Moonieya, 33

———

Caxton Street, East London) l_




By SAHM VENTER
WEDNESDAY Apnl 22 will be
winiten into South Afncan hustory as
"Bloody Wednesday", Cosatu general
secretary Mr Jay Naidoo says.

Addressmg the armual conference of
the Western Cape Teachers' Union
(Wecw) at the University of the
Western Cape (UWC) at the
weekend, Naidoo told of the police s
kidling of eight smling ralway
workers and the injuning of countless
others

"Workers are very angry, he sad
“What lies shead 15 a big battle that
will mvolve the rest of Cosatu and
the democratic movement.’

As mpght fell on the Cosatu
building 1n Johannesburg last
Wednesday, police moved
systematically through each floor
assauliing people mdiscriminately
Naidoo told hundreds of Wectu
members

The death and destruction on that
day begged the quesuon "Why?*

The state, he said, wanted to smash
the strike and the power of the
WOTKCTS

"We recogmised that we had to

O~

it

achieve some settlement.” But the Emergency being declared 1n Tuly
South African and Railways and 1985
Harbours Workers Union (Sarhwu) "We have chosen not to fight our
was faced with an "mntransigent, struggles in solation but to hink up
immovable and increasingly with ouwr alhes in the broader
threaterung state polincal strugzle
Workers had been provided with a
Action plan “very powerful weapon which they

The South Afnican Transport would use to advance therr interests
Services (SATS) workers have not only on the factory floor but
demanded the total reinstatement of also in the broader worhing class
the 16 000 sacked workers and bona struggles
fide negonations "Qur position 15 funher amplified

Cosatu was discussing what action by the obyecuve allcwmg the wealth
to take following the kallings and 1o be democraucatly,controlled and
plans would be made known later shared among thost. who produce the
this wech. wealth. '

Workers struggles had become more  Cosatu s pohitical strategy had been
firmly located 1n polincal struggles, fashuoned by the histoneal context of
he said "The politcal struggies of the development of the labour
our country have sharpened the movement.
polhitical consciousness of the The executive commtices message
worhers Rigorous debates and the m Janvary this year was for one
battles fought out on the shop floor 1ndustry one uruon, to build powerful
have shaped Cosatu national uniens rooted m shop floor

Faced with the decpening political strucrures to sirengthen the shop
and economic cnsis especially smee stewards comneils which Cosatu saw
1984, the state stepped 1n to crush as s pallars to enhance worker
the people’s imative which sohidanty o give effect to the slogan
culminated 1n the State of “an mjury to one 15 an myury to all

and to erganise mass strength behind — "The debate of socialism Lies ut the

campaigns such as May Day and
Living Wage Campaigns

These campaygns aimed to “stnke
at the heart of the namure of our
explottation’ - cheap labour system,
Nardoo sa:d.

"¥e have vowed to end the cheap
labour system and to democratcally
control the wealth that we produce ™

He said workers regarded apartheid
and capitalism as inseperable and
Cosam would not hesitale to take up
politrcal struggles for its
menibership

Attacked workerists

Naidoo attacked pepulansts who
believed that the workung class was
ready and waiting 1o take orders from
above and workensts who sought to
paralyse the labour movement
through “classical notions mncluding
non sectarzansm

The program to be 1dennfied, he
satd, was the way in which workers
own nghts and needs would be
served, and that this should be done

oy the worhers themseses———
Qo)

hands of the participants, and not
with the cotene of mtellectuals who
have leeched onto the working
class,” he saxd

.The National Union of
Mmeworkers (NUM) and the Metal
and Allred Workers Umon (MAWL?
a5 representauves of strategic sectors
of South Afnica's economy, would be
cnitical it deciding Cosatu's path, he
said.

NUM "the backbone of Cosatu*
with 369 (00 pard-up members had
adopted the Freedem Charter as a
guiding document in the struggle

A further guideline adopted by the
NUM, he said was that erganisanon
with which Cosatu aligns iself
would have to have 2 proven record
of mass stuggle

The choice of alliances would alsa
be based on non racial democracy

Cosatu would decide at 11s nangnal
conference n  July which
oerganusations among the youth
students unemployed, women and

—_— e
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'‘Union rights not extended to State bodies’

THE SOUTH African Transport Services (Sats) has

“ndden roughshod” gver the fundamental nghts of strilang

Whule the government had estabhished such "fundamental

rights n the Labour Relanons Act, 1t specafically

rallway workers according to Mr John Murphy of the excluded itself from them

University of the Western Cape (UWC)

Freedom of assocraton and the night to be represented by

a trade union were not extended to state owned

orgamesanons, the director of the Community Law Centre

saxd thas week at a UWCs law conference

This was the reason 20 000 Sats workers had been

unable to combme m a uucen of thewr choice, why the”
rallway worker who was dismissed and then fined was not
free to choose the representative of hus choice and why
Sarhwu had no recourse to the courts, he said

SLAVE TREATMENT' AT SATS

TWO workers this week descrlbed "stave treatment”
at the South Afrlcan Transport Services {Sats)
The men, both members of the South African

Railways and Harbours Workers Uunion (Sarhwu),

work as labourers for the South African Transport
Services (Sats) at Caserne near Germiston
Mr Jeffrey Majiyezl and a fellow worker who would

not be named are in Cape Tawn t¢ address Sarhwu

members

After working for Sats for seven and 10 years
respectively they earn only R3320 a month, R320
alter deductions

Between R120 and R200 of this is sent to their
familics each month But they hasen't been able to
send any money home since the strihe began on
March 13

community ergamsations to allipn Aprl was "bonus month™ when they wonld have

with

double pa ._M,m ot £, N0 MONey, _th~y now have to find food elsewhere
Qeuft~ (2™ "aly = SKI

food ® Hol they believe the sacrifices are worth it

The two men were in Cape Town when six striking
Szrhwu members were shot and killed by the pollce
last Wednesday

"We felt very bad, we were crylng for our
brothers,” Majiyezl sald "It s heavy, but we are
fightlng for our rlghts "

They sald they were treated “Itke slaves” at the
rallways They were sometimes {nsulled with words
like "kafTir" and forced to call fellow white workers
_-E"—.ﬂh_-

"White people don't want to listen to us if we talk
to them IF something happens at home, lke a
death, they Just tel! us that we can't go there They
divide us from our familtes ™

They have also been boycotting the railway kitchen
since January which adds to the suffering because
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~ \Wectu wants national union

THE WESTERN Cape Teachers democratic South Africa should Councils (SRC) to "make it thewr
Union (Wectu) is to work for a ‘'stop slogancering” and voet down  duty to see that SR(Cs come 1nio
national teachers union this year to building education® refevant to being"

The union declded at 1ts annual  the werking class, he said Wectu's second AGM came at a
general meeting at the University of Wectu also resolved to support the (e when some of their members
Western Cape at the weekend to  call for May 1 - not the first Friday  yore 1n detention or on trial
discuss the issue with other teachers in May - as a worKkers holiday, and

- e

“ organisations, the Congress of South condemned police action against Dehran Swart “";'5 il;{hdﬂtg:;m;:ﬁ

" African Trade Unions (Cosatu), the striking raillway workers m the and Neville van v::'.z,ri leEt o
United Womens Congress {Uwco) Transvaal last week Quentin M":iizlﬂqtmr‘ﬂ r ii'u:.fr E}abru,
and other national organisations Wectu excecutive member Mrs Pat Weclu presicen r

Earlier the Cosatu general van Voore said teachers conld no said, dﬁﬂéﬂﬂdit“g the release of all
secretary, Mr Jay Naidoo, sawd longer be meutral They had to those in detention

teachers' organisations were decide whether to work with the Seventy-twe high school tcachers
paralysed by a lack of national co- oppressed or with the State, she from 12 schools are stil} facing
ordination said charges of misconduct for refusing

Progressive teachers committed to She appealed to teachers at schools to administer Internal examinations
1 the struggle for a non-racial and with no Students Representative in 1985
e B = % « B

—r-.n.._.._.l'l'-ul'-'-'—!""'

-

: Wectu president Yusut Gabru, left, with Cosatu general secretary Jay Naidoo  pic Rashid Lombard
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57 TODAY is the fitst day of a two-day
=3 national protest called by the Umted

ke Democratic Front and the Congress of
Lé ¢ ~ South African Trade Unions against
i\f N tmﬁﬁrrutv‘s white elections,
L _ Yesterday, a low-flying helicopter
>+ bearing no markings was seen over
A . Soweto. ‘A loudhailer was employed to
v . assure residents wanting to go to work
1 * that the army woiild protect them

: "The soldiers are your friends,” a
> booniing voice said.
+ - Pamphlet
= In t.-au;.yn:ntlw:ar development, a pamphlet
gf in-sipport of the protest Was distributed
;t - 1t the townships., ,

The pamphlet called for certain

: actions which may not be' reported in
: terms of the media regulations

"" .The pamphlet went on to state that
I

the people should exercise restramt and
that the protest be carried out m a
disciplined manner.

The pamphlet also stated that health
workers and journalists may go to work
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biit must wear their uniforms or show
their Press cards. ST

The Greater Soweto Chdmber Sof |
Commerce and Industries yésferday
resolved that shops and other
businesses in Soweto be open today and

-

tomorrow. ' .

The chamber said’ tf;er opénmg of
shops would‘depend on the conditions

and procedures laid down hrif,fthe
orgamsers of the protest action.,. .«

Yesterday, General Johan Coetzee,
the Commissioner of Police, said the |
pohice were fully aware of the planned
action by certain radical organisations
and individuals to disrupt and, to
discredit  tomorrow’s elections - for
whites '

He said security forces would be out
m full strength and well-prepared to
handle any attempt to, disript: or
discredit the electiggs. _

“We are aware of other §Pemﬁc
actions which I wouldgnoglike to
mention for obvious reasons;? General
Coetzee said. P
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THE Hotel and Restau-
rant Workers’ Unien
(HRWU) offices were
partly damaged during a

confrontation between the
police and the workers in

Pretoria af the weekend, it
1s claimed

A- spokesman for-the
organisation told the

“Sowetan vesterday that

the¢ 1ncident took place
on Saturday afternoon

“ "This was at a meeting to

discuss the dismssal of
more than 70 New Union
Hotel employees who
allegedly observed May
Day

A number of pohce-
men arrpved about 2pm
when,, people who were
fired " from work for
failing*to report on duty
on Prniday were.present-
ingtheir case to trade
unién offrcials, the
sp:gk’esman said
. .The spokesman said
the« trade union’s
organiser, Ms Penny
Modiegi and an executive
member, Mr Robert
Shakung, were a arrested
but released later that
day LAk

A’ spokgsman-for the
SA.-Police ~Public
Relations* Division
refuted the allegations
levelled against the police
by:HRWU He however,
confirmed that three

ALY

people’were arrested and
later released

M"




mr"ql'ﬂ -

18
i)

['ﬁ N =
|

o~

i .
J%ﬂ#:;ht N

5,..."1.'.;4’..

el
"""3 £

H e L L T . PRt
t"quh_ ﬁ Yy
- r

Mlxed resp nse -

to <Cosatu, I

Diﬁpatch Reporter

EAST-LONDON — A call
by the Congress of South
Af‘rman Trade TUnions
(Cosatu) for a two day
‘stayaway- received a

“luke~-warm reception in

sump sectors while n
others there were re-

ports of 100 per cent
stayaways

Cosatu had called for
a two day.-stayvaway from

‘work to protest against

the House of Assembly
elections today

The opérations direc-
tor for a largé company
here, Mr Mike Harvey,
said they had experi-
enced a 100 per cent
stayaway for the second
day yesterday and he
was expecting a total

stayaway again today

He said the company
hoped to return to nor-
mal working capacity to-
Morrow 0

The chairman of the
Border Chamber of In-
dustries (BCI), Mr John
Rich, said the estimated
nimber of people not at
work 1mn East London
had 1ncreased from
about 20 per cent on

| Monday to between 40

-and 50 per een? es?;r-

day s

However, he said
some of the larger com-
panies had 100 per cent
attendance although
there were also a num-
ber of companies that
had a 100 per cent staya-
way. Y

-JIAt the moment 1t
wuuld appear that we
are certainly better off
than certain areas 1n
South Africa, such as Jo-
hannesburg and the
Reef where the East
Rand 15 completely cut
off,” he saad  *

" The regmnalf manager
of the South* Afriean
Transport ‘Services
(Sats) mm East London
said he' could not com-
ment on the local situa-
tion as all inquiries re-
garding the stayaway
had to go through the
Sats head office 1n Jo-

i

hannesburg =~ .
-

Meanwhile, Sapa re-
ported from Johannes-
burg that more than half
a million workers, schol-
ars and students nation-
wide stayed.at home yes-

terday” °
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JOHANNESBURG — The two public¢ service
strikes — at SATS and the Post Office — both
of unprecedented size and duration, have
had widely divergent outcomes
The SA Railways and Harbours Workers’
Union (Sarhwu) spent s1x weeks pleading for
an opportunity to negotiate on a minor disci-

plhinary case,
Management refused all along the hine to

deal with anyone other than the unrepresen-
tative in-house union.

And now 11 people are dead and 16 000
dismissed — although some have since been
re-employed

The Post Office and Telecommunications
Workers' Association (Potwa), on the other
hand, spent much of the month-long strike

‘ }

_.m =Eum {0 accey
Office management to come 8 the negotiat-
ing table Instead, 1t set a number of difficult
preconditions, EnE&Em the release of two
detained members.

Unlike the SATS strike, there were no
management demands that workers return to

work before the possibility of negotiations
could even be considered

And Potwa has now, reportedly, achieved
an astonishingly favourable settlement
Umons dealing with private sector com-

panies would not even dream of winning
some aspects of it.

For example, one worker dismissed three
years ago 1S to be reinstated Another, who
received a two-year sentence for intimida-

L %

ne strike — he 1s now out on batil
ﬁmnn_u“ 1 appeal, will receive filll pay for
his time in prison, if any, and has been
guaranteed his job back thereafter if he
wants 1t.

Another breathtaking aspect of the settle-
ment 1s that the strikers are to be paid for
two-thirds of the period spent on strike

One can only muse over the reasons for this
astonishing turn of events, and ask why

The most obvious answer would appear to
be that while Sarhwu 15 an uncomfortably
militant “outsider” and affiliate of Cosatu,
Potwa operates in terms of the structures
Iaid down by Post Office management

It 1s even possible that Potwa members
were beneficiaries of a government desire,
1n the Light of the SATS strike, to show that 1t

NP o
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Eha service strikes

pays to use the internal dispute-resolving
structures

But there is further irony even in this
There 1s no doubt that the postal strike has
politicized Potwa, which was previously a
little-noticed organization dismissed as
toothless and management-controlled

The rhetoric at i1ts mass meetings during
the strike was as militant as at Sarhwu’'s And |
most 1mportantly it developed close links
with Cosatu, having regular meetings at Co-
satu House

Sarhwu will take a Iong time to recover
from the SATS strike But Potwa can expect:
to gain stature from 1ts efforts, and the Post,
Office could well end up with the same kind
of black unionism that SATS has gone to such
lengths to destroy
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Post Reporter

AN umdentified Light air-
craft circled New Brigh-
ton early today urging
residents to go to work
and o 1gnore radicals

The announcer spoke in
English and 1n poor
Xhosa

Residents also claimed
11 some parts of the town-
ships that the aicraft
dropped some pamphiets
stating that the two-day
stayaway which began
yesterday had been called
off

They purported fo be
from the Congress of
South African Trade
Unions (Cosatu) and the
United Democratic Front
(UDF)

The pamphlets which
claimed the stayaway
would cause hardships,
dismussals and more de-
tentions, first appeared 1n
the townships yesterday
The two organisations
deny distributing them,

Children also stayed
away from school
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yesterday L

Few people were ob-
served making therr way
to points where buses op-
erated at the perimeters
of the townships or walk-
1ng to factories on the bor-
ders of the townships
today.

Last mght m its TV2
news bulletin, SABC an-
nounced that yesterday
between 80% to 100 of
workers did not go to
work in Port Elizaheth
and East London

@ Sapa reports that 1n-
dications from passenger
statistics were that in the
Reef area support for the
stayaway was at least as
strong — 1f not stronger
— than yesterday.

In the Pretoria-Wit-
watersrand-Vaal com-
plex bus and tram opera-
tors noted a dramatie
drop m theirr passenger

volume for the second |

consecutive day

However, in the ;West.
ern Cape the Stayaway

Mr Stan van der ¢all fatled for the second
 Merwe, general manager 92y In a row_The Cape
. for PE Tramways, saad Chamber of Commerce
“ from his own Impression estimates thatonly about

today there was a lesser: 2% t0 8% of workers did

demand for buses than “_“t arrive today |

_— -—
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Grim-faced officials of the Congress of South African
Trade Unions surveyed the destruction outside Cosaty
House in Johannesburg early this mornmng after the
building was rocked by two explosions

There were about 20 people in the building at the
time Two of them, Mrs Lydia Ndlovu and Ms Ivy
Nyanga (24), were shightly mnjured Ms Nyanga suf-
fered minor shrapnel cuts to her head and Mrs Ndlo-
vu suffered lacerations to her chest and thighs

Four other people mn the Immediate area of the
blasts narrowly escaped serious injury

Windows up to the 10th floor of the 11-storey build-
Ing were shattered by the blasts and Kerk Street, to
the rear of Cosatu House, was strewn with glass
blown from windows a block from the explosions

Traffic officers and police had cordoned off the
area surrounding the building and workers 1n adjoin-
ing buildings were forbidden entry this morning,

Cosatu general secretary Mr Jay Naidoo declined
to comment on the blasts as he and the orgamsation’s
attorney waited on the glass-strewn pavement to con-
sult police officials A police spokesman said 1t was
not yet known what type of explosives were used or
who planted them,

With Cosatu House plunged into darkness after the
blasts and the possibility of more explosions, police
could not take the risk of entering before they could
see what they were doing, Brigadier Gerrit Erasmus,
head of Johannesburg’s security police, said at the
scene early today

A security guard at the bullding, Mr Stanley Khu.
malo (27), said he heard a loud bang at about 1.45 am
before the building was filled with smoke,

“I ran towards the main door and realised 1t

The second blast shook
the building while he was
running for the security
+ control room

“I fell, strugghing for
breath I crawled back to
check on the two women
who were with me,” Mr
Khumalo said

Another security
guard, Mr Monde Dyan-
ty1, was on the 10th floor
when he heard footsteps

He fetched a colleague
and they saw a torchlight
on the fifth floor

“From a window |
also saw a beige komb
parked against the walj
of the building,” he said

-———’ was blown up,” he said

3 +
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]ﬁspatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The
| percentage of workers
who stayed away from
work yesterday, the sec-
ond day of the Congress
of South African Trade
Unions (Cosatu) call for
a two-day stayaway, re-
{ mained at about an av-
erage of 40 per cent

The chairman of the
Border Chamber of In-
dustries (BCI), Mr John
Rich, confirmed yester-
day that “there was
hardly any change from
the previous day”

“On average there 1s
about a 40 per cent
stayaway. Most compan-
1€§ are experiencing
| erther a full or nothing
stayaway,” Mr Rich said

“A couple of compan-
1es have experienced a
90 or 60 per cent staya-
way, but on average, 1t 1s
etther a full stayaway or
nothing at all”

The managing direc-
tor of CTC Bus Company
Limited, Mr John Arm.
strong, sald yesterday
that the company had
experienced a drop of
about 40 per cent 1n
passenger numbers on
both Jffdays of the

Sy ———

" 40pc of workers heed

+Cosatu stayaway call

“We have established
that between the start of
service and 8 am, ser-
vice overall on average
was standing at 60 per
cent of normal passen-
ger figures,” Mr Arm-
strong said

“It 1s very similar to
the first day ”

Mr Armstrong said
that the only evidence of
unrest had resulted 1n
one of the windows of
bus being smashed by a
stone

“One window was re-
ported broken on a bus
en rouie in Mdantsane,”
Mr Armstrong said

Meanwhile, Sapa re-
ports that two-day
hationwide mass staya-
way of about one milhion
workers, students and
scholars, drew to a close
yesterday with “substa-
nitally” more people
heeding the call to pro-
test against the elec-
tions

According to a Labour
Monitoring Group
spokesman, the staya-
way of workers on Tues-
day totalled 500 000 and
yesterday's figure was
“substantially larger.”

He could not give a

Sapa'’s correspondent
in Soweto reports the
situation 1n the town-
ship yesterday was “very
calm” Residents re-
laxed 1n their yards
while a heavy security
presence patrolled the
streets, he said

Cosatu-organised fac-
tories 1n Port Elizabeth
were 1n the forefront of
the stayaway there, but
primary issues were the
attack on Cosatu House
fwo weeks ago and the

dismissal of Sats
workers.
Cape Town had

doubled support to 11
per cent while Durban
estimates were put at 30
per cent. '

The Chamber of Mines
said about five per cent
of their member’s black
labour force on gold
mines and about 21 per
cent on coal mines were
absent,

“The election day
stavaway had a minimal
effect on the mining 1n-
dustry,” a chamber
spokesman said in a
statement released yes-
terday afternoon

The National Union of
Mineworkers estimated
the stayaway 1n the

stayaway definite figure yet mines at about 25 000 !



JOHANNESBURG —
More than a million work-
€rs across the country
stayed away_from work
over the past two days in
the biggest mass protest
of 1tskind n,South Afri-

can history, the academe *

Labour Monttoring Group
(LMG) said last night

The LMG estimated

b -
During the past two
days people had .1gnored
pamphlets and attemnpts
by an unmarked low fly-
mg light amreraft urging
them to go to work

Both the UDF and Co-
satu denled knowledge of
the pamphlets, describing
them as “hogus”

that a total of 1,05 million~ . The Labour Monitoring

workers stayed at’home
In protest agamst the

Group said the Stayaway
was most extensive 1n the

whites-only elections and - - Eastern Cape where 96%

rent evictions,

It was' also the first
time workers had under-
taken such action .stnce
the ANC led-a stayaway

In opposition to elections

of 1958,

In Port Elizabeth’s
black townships 1t_was
back to normal today

The stayaway had been

called for by the Congress _ -

of South African Trade
Unions, supported by the
United Democratiec Front

and student organisg-

tions 1
Early today, long
queues of workers were
back at bus stops
Pupils who had aiso
Jommed -the stayaway re-
turned to c!asses today

-

to 997 of black workers
stayed away, -

About 12% of coloured
workers stayed away 1n
PE and 70% 1n Uitenhage

The LMG said Cosatu
was mstrumental-in en-
suring that large numbers
of coloured workers par-
ticipated 1n the Eastern
Cape stayaway and Afr-
cans im-the Western.Cape
protest These groups.had
not been active in pre:
vious stayaways, 1t said

~ Large -« numbers of

pupils did not g6 to school
The " Department -of
Education of Training
reported that: no , pupils
attended Rand schools,
and four- umversitjes
glused‘yeste::qlay. “
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WHILE most businesses in Johannesburg will be
counting losses of the two-day stayaway, most
cheap hotel owners will be laughing all the way to

the banks.
The two-day stayaway brought hoteliers an un-
expected flood of black customers who were booked

4__.*.&.__

AYAY

in by desperate employ-
ers who were trying to en-
sure a skeleton staff

Most Hillbrow hotels
were fully booked from
Monday night with
workers {from concerns
such as the South African
Broadcasting Corpora-
tion {(SABC) and the Jo-
hannesburg Stock Ex-
change (JSE)

With the number of
blacks living 1n the high-
rise metropolis, includ-
ing daily, some workers
stayed with friends and
relatives 1n town

The trend of booking
workers into hotels dur-
Ing stayaways COMEs 1n
the wake of grumbiings
by major business asso-
ciattons about the detn-
mental effect stayaways
have on the economy

The Labour Monitor-

By MATHATA

TSEDU

g Group (LMG), which
monttored the stayaway,
said a ‘*‘conservative”
estimate of 500 0600 work-
ers stayed at home on the
first day of the protest
action

This means at least
eight mllion working
hours were lost in the
commercial and mmdus-
trtal sectors m the past
two days alone
The miming and public
sectors and the whole of
the Free State, are notin-
cluded 1n the estimates

The total effect of the
stayaway on the eco-
nomy and on individual
businesses 1S beheved to
be enormous
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Negotiations affecting  thou-
sands of workers could he hit by
the closure of the headquarters
of the Congress of South African
Trade Umons (Cosatu)

Multi-storey Cosatu House in
Juhannesburg was closed after
being rocked by two bomb
blasts early yesterday

Johannesburg’s chief fire of-
ficer, Mr Frikkie Kotze, said
today the explosions were op the
lower leve} Serious structural
damage had been caused,

He added «“1t g unsafe for
people to go into the building

"We cannot Cpen 1t unti] we
have called 1pn engineers to 1n-

vestigate the extent of the dam.-
age ’?

In addition to the Cosatu na-
tional head office, the offices of
eight  ndustria] uniens are
housed 1n the butlding

One umon, the 44 000-member
Metal and Alhed Workers’
Union, 15 n the middle of annyal
wage talks.

Another, the National Union
of Mineworkers, 15 due {o begin
wage talks with the mining
houses, Involving more than
250 000 mneworkers

CHALLENGING

Headquarters of the South
African Raillway and Harbour
Workers Union,” which 1s chal-
lenging the dismissal of 16 000
members during the recent rail
strike, 1s also 1n Cosaty House,

Reacting to the blasts, Cosaty
Press officer, Mr Frank Meint-
Jies, said the bombing was part
of “a no-holds-barred attack
which was recently launched
against the federation”

He added “We are not intimi-
dated Cosaty’s strength does
not lie in offices and resources,
but 1n our uemeocratically elect-
ed shupstewards and thousands
of rank and file members

Both the Nationa] Education
Crisis Commuttee and the Unit-
ed Democratic Front have con-
demned the bomb attack, de-
scribing 1t as “cowardly” and
“terroristic”

Police said today they were
still investigating the type of ex-
plosive used

R Y i -'-l--'l.-".-_-h...i.__._,:a




-NUM man murdered

. *Hi=An orgamser for the National Union of Mine-
X, ' 85 workers was murdered in.the umon’s office at
Qo -iVryheid Coronation Colliery this week

<, . Union sources said Mr Bhekuyise John
yd Ntshangase was attacked by more than six

“unien armed with clubs, assegaais and knives.

Tfiiﬁj]g‘elluw orgamser Mr Phumlani Mdletshe

anbheated death twice this week He was out of
the office briefly when the gang attacked and
he was sleeping on the 10th floor of Cosatu

House 1 Johannesburgiwhen two,bombs ex-

o Yo WL DU
ploded on lower lévels biiRe il ing early
yesrterday S s

He and other workers from Vryheid had

come to Johanneshurg to report the killing
_— pmrere——— — e et e

e



Ir
T e

i

wl -
P
Lt I

l TAAT Y gees = e Y
- o - 1
1 1
GOS&tH ﬂ
- .
3 74!

a4 e

‘'otfice %‘ig,\%'?f

Sy

A
g ot

%
hit by ">

blaze -

Dispatch Reporter

EAST:LONDON —Police
are - Investigating 4
case of arson in the

<+ Wake of a fire which

«SWept through the of

Jfices of the Congress
of ‘' South African

~Trade Uniong (Cosatu)

o he;:p*gg Wednesday, ,

B A A -
The Border police lias
.~ Son officer, Lieutenant
i Dofyivan dép Vyver,
| - said

yesterday “that
- t¥one office 1n the build-
. -f}jg1ngﬁln-r;§;tegeg,5treet had
w{"beenr¢ompletely burnt
| ' out’ in"the fire which

-"""—-_.-u--_._

[—

":I-F'Fl" et w - )
;:Dalfi'age“jramuuntigg to
~r2bout " R30000 * was
*caused by the . fire,”
K tLieut Van der Vyver

said

She said that so far ng
arrests had been made
AN connection with the
. fire, , and " 1nvestiga-
t1ons 1nto the blaze
- "Were continuing, _ '

ﬂ:t h o ! ! r-.: )
Megnwhll_e,;pn_uarrests -
*ﬁad‘rheen”i"epurtedt}:et
[ :following two-blasts at | -
|- _Cosatu, : House - at,
2.02:am - yesterday a.

- Bureau, for- Informa. o
'16n° spokesman - sarq
An Pretorig -~ - -

'IJ‘-

] ':ﬁ W \ d ¥ i -
E Nn‘inewﬂmfurmatmn had

t,

L .come: fo hight, ang nof -

)

Fe-ljUries - were  po.

. Cosatu _has condemned
the blasts as the “most
- CoWardly.attack on ‘Co--
satu and the progres.
sgvpé labour = move.-

ment
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| Cosatu House
closure affects

union pay talks

|
The Argus Correspondent

| JOHANNESBURG — Negotiations af-
fecting thousands of workers could be
severely affected by the closure of the

headquarters of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions following a

| bomb attack on its offices here.

The multi-siorey Cosatu House was
was rocked by two blasts early yester-
day
Johannesburg’s chef fire officer, Mr

Frikkie Kotze, said today the explo-
gions on the lower 1evel of the building

caused serious structural damage

«1t 15 unsafe for people to g0 into the
bwiding and we cannot open it to the
public unfil we have called i engl-
neers to mvestigate the extent of the
damage We have spoken to Cosatu’s
lawyers about this,” Mr Kotze said

The head offices of eight other -
dustrial unions are the building.

The 44 000-member Metal and Alhed
Workers' Union 18 nvolved n annual
wage talks with metal employers

‘The National Union of Mineworkers

250 000 mmeworkers

7

rail strike

is due to'start wage talks with the
mining houses, mvolving more than

;"*'j'.‘he SA Railway and Harbour Work-
ers’. mlonrls:challengmg the dismssal
‘of -16°000 Imembers during the’ recent
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THE 70 Hotel and
Workers Residents Union
(HRWU) members who
were dismissed from a
Pretoria Hotel for
observing May Day were
vesterday unconditionally
reinstated.

This was announced at
a Press bniefing shortly
after a meeting with the
workers by managing
director of the New Union
Hotel, Mr Don Hamilton

The bnefing was also
attended by HRWU
branch secretary, Mr

Jacob Mpete, organiser,
Mr Samuel Moswane and
shopstewards.

Mr Hamilton told
reporters that after
negotiations with the

worker representative

body, management °

realised that the amount
of trouble which their staff
would have to face if they
came to work on May 1|

il

M"—

had been “underestimat-
ed” Management, he
satd, has therefore agreed

to remnstate the entire
workforce

Full pay

“There will be no
deducttons made on the
workers® pay for the time
they have been away from
work We have agreed

- ——————

——p——— . —

rkers are

lwith the trade umion to

that incidents such as this
one do not occur Asfrom
today, fresh spint exists
among us, said Mr

Hamuilton.

| The conference was
ialso told that although
negotrations to declare
June 16 as a holiday were
continuing, the May Day
dispute has been resolved
Workers will 1n future be
paid for that day and all
religmous holidays

work closely to ensure |

|
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TOP nfﬁcials of the
C-nngress of Sbuth

the basement were b]nwn ‘
apart and the prmtmg !

- Alrican Trade Unions will
today enter their
“Johannesburg headquar-

_.H,téfs with . independent
bnmb experts to assess the
damage caused to the
building early yesterday
m"fﬁrning.
+Losatu spokesman Mr
Frank Meintjies said
yesterday® that' the
organisation was expect-

%H—*—_
_“—m_“_____

ing the go-ahead to enter
Cosatu house early today
from the J ohannesburg

City engieer and health
departments

He said damage,
estimated at several
thousands of rands,
would only be properly
determined after the
mspection by the experts

-

Cosatu cunsulted

Mr Memtjes said
Cosatu’s secunty officers
narrowly escaped injury
when the bombs went off,
causing damage to the
basement, the ground
floor and destroying the
elevator shaft of the 11-
storey butlding
» Four cars parked in

b

blast

COSé!},_J |

From Page 1| }
Cosatu and the ‘labour
movemeént fogether with

the increased rawds-and
killings, bannings of dur

meetings and the arrests
of thousands uf wnrk—

ﬂrs'll

————

- -‘T‘:

Acting publlﬂlt}'
secretary of the*United
Democratic Front

(UDF), Mr
Morobe,

Murphy
said 1n aj
statement: ‘‘This .attack
underhines the fact that |}
the fight against thel}
progressive trade union
movement 15 becoming
even more violent™. 1

— —
—_—-————-——'_——4

cquipment 1n that area
was destroyed

Windows and glass
doors of an adjacent
building were shattered

The police sealed uff
the area surrnundm
Cosatu House the whol
day yesterday furblddmg
entry into the building
+1Condemmning the

attack on Cosatu House,
~-Mr Memntjtes said *“We
beheve that this was an
all-rnhnd attack .on
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7" CRAIG KOTZE
. Crime Reporter ., |

-

: South African Transport
Services workers may
*have been murdered in-
side Cosatu House in
' Johannesburg and their
bodies disposed of, police |.
helieve, !

T ﬁ I K
olice” spokesman Lieuten-

’}?*;:5;‘&?
‘ant’ Pierre Louw; the police

) aliaison officer for,the
=Watipsdtersrand,.ss,d the police.
“possessedrsworn affidavits
* from"witnesses to this effect

fa 'Tms follows the receht murder of

. four Satg workers who are thought to
4 have been;tortured on the union’s
premuses before they were killed, -

“  Lieutenant Louw told The Saturday
'} /Star “We are investigating the possibility |
' that other missing Sats workers were al-

legedly murdered in Cosatu House and |
| their bodies disposed of ™

He appealed to relatives of missing
Sats workers to contact the police as 1
soon as possible He gave no further m-
formation and would not identify the
source of police evidence

Lieutenant Louw said that “for dbvious
reasons” police could not identify thetr
sources as an “extremely sensitive” 1n-
vestigation was being conducted

He could not say when or how many
other workers were said to have been
killed, but he did say no bodies had yet
been found ¥ !

. Development
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+ And 1in another development concern-
ing Cosatu House, Lieutenant Louw said
police were also nvestigating whether
% the devices exploded at the building at
y 2 am on the night of the elechion were of
» Soviet origm. He said the blasts, which
. caused extensive damage, had been
" caused by the biggest explosive devices
1 yet used on the Witwatersrand

“** Detectives are also looking for & beige
"\ Mitsubishi or Toyota microbus seen
z parked outside the Jeppe Street premises
_after the twin blasts which shightly - |4
¢ Jured two women. ‘

¢ In a further twist to the blast investi- |,
* gation, police have rebutted “indirect 1n- :
nuendos In several mormng papers yes- | |

| terday” that the police might have been |,
s',

¢
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« involved 1n some way i the blasts -~

)

i & t""I*ha*r.re.rthu:aless': Lieutenant Louw said,
the matter was being mvestigated No
.arrests have yet been made in connectibn
‘with the explosions ”

A Cosatu secunity guard on duty at the
time, Mr Mond: Dyantyz, told The Satur-
day Star that at the tune of the blasts he | .
saw a beige “komh1” parked agaimnst the
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Murders

® From Page 1
wall of the building

The buillding has since been de-
clared unsafe by the Johannes-
burg Fire Department and has
been vacated by union workers

Cosatu has condemned the vio-
lence which led to the deaths of
the four workers but accused the
Government and the SABC of ex-

| ploiting the murders 1in a propa-

ganda war aganst the umon

“The Government 1s now using
the tragic deaths of the Sats work-
ers to intensify the campaign
against Cosatu, Sarhwu and our
affihates,” Cosatu said

The South African Rallway and
Harbour Workers Umon (Sarhwu)
has also condemned the deaths
and “emphatically distanced” it-
self from the kilhngs

Lieutenant Louw strongly den-
led police were involved 1n any
form of ant:-Cosatu vendetta, say-
ing they were obliged to follow up
all 1nformation concernmng their
ln}resl:gatmns

“All evidence collected by po-
lice 1n regard to the kilhng of the
Sats workers will be tested in
court,” said Lieutenant Louw,
“and then people will see whether
It 15 propaganda or whether it 1s
fact™

Cosatu House was first drawn
Into the police murder 1nvestiga-
tion after the charred bodies of
four Sats workers were found 1n
Kazerne near Heidelberg Road
two weeks ago

They had been hacked and
stabbed and were found with
smouldering tyres piled on therr
bodies

On the nmight thewr bodies were
found, a fifth Sats worker, Mr
Justus Swapo, was murdered and
set ahght by a mob in Tembisa
fownship on the East Rand
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talks in jeopardy

JOHANNESBURG —Ne-
gotiations affecting
thousands of workers
could be affected by the
closure of the headquar-
ters of the Congress of
South African Trade
Unions (Cosatu)

Cosatu House was
clogsed after two bomb

blasts in the building on
Thursday

“It 1s unsafe for
people to go 1nto the
building,” Johannes-
burg’s chief fire officer,
Mr Frikkie Kotze, said
“We cannot open 1t until
we have called in engin-
eers to investigate™,

The Cosatu head of-
fice and eight industrial
unions are housed in the
buirlding

-_

_.—-—h*_-—-

The 44 000-member
Metal and Allied Work-
ers’ Union 1s 1n the mad-
die of annual wage talks,
while the National
Union of Mineworkers s
due to begin wage talks
with the mining houses
involving more than
250 000 workers

The South African
Railway and Harbour
Workers Unton, which 18
challenging the dis-
missal of 16 000 mem-
bers, 1s also there

The Cosatu press offi-
cer, Mr Frank Memthes,
said the bombing was
part of *a no-holds-bar-
red attack which was re«

cently launched against
the federation”

Police are investigat-
ing — Sapa

_m
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JOHANNESBURG. — An urgent apph- |,
cation challenging the dismissal of (|

wuykers involved 1n last month’s rail
strike on the Witwatersrand has been
postponed in the Rand Supreme Court

Three of the 1 600 workers dismissed after
the strike filed papers in the court yesterday
challenging the vahdity of their dismissal m
. a test case which will determine the fate of

their colleagues.

The Minister of Transport Affairs, the gen-
eral manager of SA Transport Services and
the Southern Transvaal regional manager, as
well as Sats itself, have been given-unti May

25 to file answering papers

The applicants, Mr T Mbangxi, Mr RZ
Buthi and Mr S M Nyatungu, have until May
29 to file replying affidavits.

Mr Mbangxi, 40, a mugrant labourer from
Transkei, had 14 years' service with Sats and
was a driver at the Kaserne depot He
earned R575 a month and hved in the hostel

at Kaserne,

Mr Buthi, 55, had a railway house at Or-
lando in Soweto. He worked at the goods-re-
ceiving department at Johannesburg station
He had 31 years’ service and earned R380 a

month.

Mr Nyatungu, 46, a migrant labourer from
Gazankulu, worked as a clerical assistant at
Delmore near Germiston and earned R477 a

month.

All three men said that they would not be
able to get other jobs and that they and their
dependants faced starvation.

The apphcation was heard by Mr Justice
MJ Strydom and costs were reserved. —

Sapa.




ar =1 T

2 Cape Times, Saturday, May 9, 19

JOHANNESBURG — The

" headquarters of the Congress

of South African Trade
Umions (Cosatu), which was
wrecked on Thursday morn-
ing by the largest blast on the
Witwatersrand to date, has
been declared unsafe

The Johannesburg Fire De-
partment declared the building
unsafe yesterday and union offi-
clals were allowed to enter the
building only one at a time and at
their own ri1sk This could hit ne-
gntlatmn§ affecting thousands of
workers

The multi-storey Cosatu House
was.rocked by two bomb blasts
early on Thursday

Johannesburg’s chief fire offi-
cer, Mr Frikkie Kotze, said yes-
terday that the explosions were
on the lower level Serious strue-
tural damage had been caused

Reacting to the blasts, Cosatu
press officer Mr Frank Meintjies
said the bombing was part of “a
no-holds-barred attack which
was recently launched against
the federation”

He added “We are not intima-
dated, Cosatu’s strength does not
lie 1n offices and resources, but
m our democratically elected
shopstewards and thousands of
rank-and-file members ”

Both the National Education

Crisis Committee and the United
Democratic Front have con-
demned the bomb attack, de-
seribing 1t as “cowardly” and
t'terroristie”

Police said yesterday that they
were still investigating the type
of explosive used, but told the
SABC that 1t was biggest ever on
the Witwatersrand

They are also trying to trace a
beige Mitshubishi or Toyota min-
ibus that was seen outside the
building minutes before the
bomb went off

The Divisional Commissioner
of Police for the Witwatersrand,
Gen Mulder van Eck, was quoted
ds saying investigations were un-
der way 1nto media reports link-
Ing the explosion to police activi-
ties at Cosatu House

One newspaper questioned the
presence of the police at the
scene so soon after the explosion
Gen Van Eck rejected the reports
and said police were on patrol
nearby at the time and the Jeppe
police station had received re-
ports soon after the blasts

Two weeks ago the Cosatu
building was sealed off and raxd-
ed by police In the wake of the
raid, the SAP gave an undertak-
Ing not to mvolve itself 1n 1llegal
action against Cosatu members
after the union sought a Stpreme
Court restraining order

The union claimed that scores

e

of workers and officials were as-
saulted and more than R50 000
worth of damage caused 1n the
police siege

Eleven men and a 12-year-old
youth were detained at Cosaty
House last week 1n connection
with the killings

About 20 people were in the
building at the time of the blasts
Two of them, Mrs Lydia Ndlovu
and Ms Ivy Nyanga, were shightly
Injured Ms Nyanga received
minor shrapnel cuts to her head
and Mrs Ndlovu had lacerations
to her chest and thighs

Four other people 1n the imme-
diate area of the blasts narrowly
€scaped serious injury

Cosatu came under fire from a
top official of the Afrikaner Hap-
gelsmstltuut In Preftoria yester-

ay

Mr Hemn van der Walt said the
Minister of Law and Order had
already pointed out that the
leaders of Cosatu, the biggest la-
bour federation n the country,
had called for mass united action
under the leadership of the work-
ing class

He warned that the ANC’s on-
slaught on South Africa had shift-
ed from the townships to the fac-
tory floor He said his
orgamzation would hold a semi-
nar this month on the issue to
inform members — Sapa
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+ Weekend Post Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — South African
Transport Services workers missing
since the beginmng of the recent strike
may have been murdered mside Cosatu
House in Johannesburg and their bodies
disposed of, aceording to the police
Reports here today quoted a police
spokesman as saying the SAP had sworn
affidavits from witnesses to this effect

The mvestigation follows the recent
murder of four Sats workers who are
thought to have been tortured on the
union’s premises before they were killed.

A police spokesman said “We are -
vestigating the possibility that other
missing Sats workers were murdered m

Cosatu House and their bodies disposed
of.”

He appealed to relatves of mssing
Sats workers to contact the police as soon
as possible

He added that “for obvious reasons”
police could not 1dentify their sources as

biggest explosive devices yet used on the .
Witwatersrand.

Detectives are also looking for a beige .
Mitsubishi or Toyota mimibus seen-
parked outside the Jeppe Street premises-
after the two blasts which rocked the”
building and slightly injured two women

Police have rejected “indirect innuen-"
dos 1n several morming papers yesterday”
that the police might have been involved®
In some way 1n the blasts ‘

The spokesman denied police were 1n-
volved 1 any form of anti-Cosatu ven-’
detta, sayng they were obliged to follow
up all mformation concernmng their
investigation

The building has been declared unsafe
by the Johannesburg Fire Department
and has been vacated by union workers .

Cosatu has condemned the violence
which led to the deaths of four workers
hut accused the Government and the
SABC of exploiting the murders in a
propaganda war against the union I

Cosatu House was first drawn 1nto the-

an “extremely sensitive” investigation
was being conducted

He could not say when or how many
other workers were said to have been
killed No bodres had yet been found.

The spokesman said police were also
probing whether the devices exploded at
the, bmlding on the mght of the election
were of Soviet origin

He said the blasts, resulting i exten-

police murder mvestigation after the,
charred bod:es of four Sats workers were
found in Kazerne, near Heidelberg Road,
two weeks ago.

They had been hacked and stabbed and
were found with smouldering tyres piled
on their bodies

On the mght their bodies were found, a
fifth Sats worker was murdered and set
ahght by a mob 1n Tembisa township on
the East Rand.

—

sive damage, had been caused by the
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TWO blasts ripped
Eﬂm:m: Cosatu House 1n
central Johannesburg early
,S._mmnnmamw mornmng, cut-
tin'z power to the building
and flooding the basement

Some twenty people n-
side Cosatu House, head-
quarters of South Africa’s
biggest trade movement, at
the time of the biasts had a
lucky escape {rom death

Two of the people, Lydia
Ndlovu and ivy Nyanga
suffered minor shrapnel
cuts

Cosatu condemned the

blasts as the “‘most

cowardly attack on Cosatu
and the progressive labour
movement

Cosatu information offi-
cer, Frank Meintjes said
In a statement

“We belicve the bomb
blgst cannot be divorced
from the orchestrated pro-
paganda campaign against
Cosatu

“(The campaign) alleges

. £

lluv.d.ﬂﬂ

._” rll...lu JIH-.||
_ gﬂmﬂﬂnﬂﬂnﬁﬂ? 3{%&& rm.m. 3 J__
n.?. “F Y g :

that Cosatu was part of a
communist conspiracy,
that our hving wage cam-
paign  was ‘Moscow-in-
spired” and that Cosatu
House was a centre of 1n-
tumidation
“Cosatu’s security offi-
cers narrowly escaped in-
jury as the bombs went off,
causing serious damage to
Cosatu House’s basement,
the ground floor and shat-
lering windows throughout
Lthe building,” he said
“We have said before
that the strength of Cosatu
was not mn byildings and
resources, but in the strong
grassroots support in work-
places across the country
*Cosatu will continue to
be the voice of the voice-
lcss majority who  daily
face poverty, hardship and
exploitation,” he saxd
Brigadier Gerrie Eras-
mus, head of the Witwa-
tersrand security police,
~a1d police had made ini-
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t1al investigations

Erasmus said police
would ‘only re-enter the
building later today as
more explosions were
feared, and broken elec-
tricity cables in the base-
ment could be dangerous

Erasmus said the explo-
sions “‘seemed {0 have
come from the basement™
of the building

Jeppe Stree around Co-
satu House was cordoned
off.

A block away from the
building 1in Kerk Street,
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glass from a carpet com-
pany and a photographic
store littered the street

Corrugated 1ron from
the basement parking area
of Cosatu House was lying
in End Street, around the
corner from the entrance to
the bmiding

Last Wednesday police
cordoned off the area
around the buillding and ar-
rested 11 people in connec-
tion with the discovery of
four bodies of South Afn-
can Transport Services
staff that had been “*neck-
faced™ and found near Ka-
serne on the outskirts of
Johannesburg

It was alleged the four
had been tortured in Co-
satu House then taken to
Kaserne and killed

The previous Wednes-
day Cosatu House had
been surrounded following
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incident  at
Doornfontein Station when
police opened fire on a
group of striking raillway

an nearby

workers,

killing two of
them

A Cosatu spokesman
said that Cosatu had been,
and still was, the target of a
systematic campaign of ha-
rassment, intimrdation and
repression

He said the campaign
included
©® The mass disnussal of
16 000 Sats workers,
® The on-going harass-
ment and intimidation of
striking Sats workers, dur-

1ng which six Sats workers
had died

® the regular raids and
sicges of Cosatu House and
the wvandahsation of the
buiiding;

@ the continued detention
of many Cosatu workers
and officials, and

® The huge propoganda

smear campaign against
Cosatu

“We believe there are
strong 1indications that the
Government 1s creating a
climate 1n which 1t will jus- _
ufy even more brutal re-

pression of the labour
movement,” the spokes- m
man satd

“We warn, however,

that any further attempt to
undermine and attack Co- —

satu or its leadership will
incvitably lead to renewed
resistance and the rapud
destruction of the labour
rclations machinery

“This 15 a sure recipe for
industrial chaos

“We urge this Govern-
ment to reverse the trend
towards greater repression
agaimnst the democratic
movement and to meet the
democratic demands being
made by millions of work-
ers, youth, students and un-
employed 1n the country,”
he said ~ Sapa
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N UM plans leg:i

‘move against rival

L ¥ ¥i G
:The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) plans-to

launch Supreme Court proceedings against the rival
. Umited Workers Umon of South Africa (Uwusa) 1n the
Natal Supreme Court today unless Uwusa gives ‘an
.undertakmg not to assault NUM members at the’ Cor-
onation Colliery near Vryheid i

The move follows the killing of NUM nrgamser Mr
Bhekuyise Ntshangase 1n the umon offices at the col-
lery last Tuesday. According to affidavits collected
by NUM’s attorneys, witnesses claim the attack was
led by a well-known official of Uwusa

“We have written to Uwusa asking for an undertak-
ing that our members will not be assaulted,” NUM’s
press officer Mr Marcel Golding said ‘

If this was not received by 10 am this morning the
NUM would lodge an urgent application for a re-
stramning order 1n the Maritzburg Supreme Court, he
said

INTIMIDATION 1

Uwusa’s general secretary, Mr Simon Conco, sald
last might from Ulundi his umon had not yet recewed
any communication from the NUM

“If we did receive any such request our response
would be that Uwusa 1s not involved mn any way 1n
acts of violence If NUM is aware of any member of
Uwusa involved 1In mtimidation, they should take the
matter straight to the police On those grounds: we
are not prepared to make any such undertaking,” he
said

é** According to the affidavits collected by NUM’S at-

" torneys, Mr Ntshangase was sitfang in the umon of-

X fICES at the Coronation mine when he was attacked

A spokesman for‘Anglo American, owners of the
mine, said an inqury was takmg place -~ Sapa
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Labour Reporter

A LENGTHY court battle has
ended with the National Union
of Textile Workers (NUTW) be-
ing awarded one seat on the in-
dustrial council for the cotton
textile industry.

A union spokesman said to-
day this was an important
breakthrough for the NUTW.

“Until the Industrial Court
made this ruling we were ex-
cluded from the industrial
council through the veto of the
sitting union,” he said.

NUTW first applied to the
~court more than a year ago to
challenge the veto on its appli-
~ cation for council membership.

In August last year the court
. ruled that NUTW should be ad-
« mitted.

“But then the council
changed the criteria for repre-
sentation, which we felt was
done specifically to keep
NUTW out, so we appealed to
the court again,” the spokes-

man said. ‘
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THE- Congress of South African
Trade Unions has rejected as
**absurd and nonsense” claims made
by police that railway workers may
have been murdered inside Cosatu’s
Johannesburg headquarters,

Cosatu said the bombing of its
headquarters last Wednesday night

“shows that those who are eager to
accuse us — wrongly so — of using

violence, in reality condemn
violence only selectively.”

Police allegati
‘absurd’, says

WO A\

The organisation added that the
allegations were made to discredit it
and portraying it as a bent on
violence and intimidation, thereby

clearing ‘*‘the air for State action
agamnst the body.”

Utter nonsense

“To suggest that killings or even
torture had taken place in the
building without the knowledge of
the officials is without doubt utter
nonsense. If they are suggesting that

our leadership was aware of the
alleged incidents, then we challenge
them to prove this in court

“It is clear that whoever planted
last week’s bomb mtended to
destroy the building completely,”
Cosata said n a statement.

The organisation added that
Cosatu House (their headquarters),
has never been a closed and secretive

butlding ‘“‘unbike John Vorster
Square ™ |
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AN OFFICIAL of the South African
Congress of Trade Unions narrowly
escaped death when his house was petrol-
bombed on Thursday about 2 am.

The incident occurred at almost the
same time as the bombn Cosatu
House in Johannesburg

Sactu man’s home hombed

The official is Mr Jabu Matiko (25),
an active member of Cosatu.

Mr Matiko lost all his property in the
fire The two-bedroomed house was burnt

down. Damage was estimated at
R25 000, W
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h MARITZBURG - An empleyee ef the

*Nﬂtlﬂnﬂl Umen'*eermewerkere (NUM),

. 1hleed1hg from head wounds; was beaten

by ‘a member of a rtval union gt Corona-
ition Mine, Vryheid * ' a

( - Thls -was statedin papers before:the

| Supreme Court-here yeeterday The’

- eourt granted an interum mterdmt £0r-

' dermng memhere of the Umted Werkers

Union of ‘South Afr,lea (Uwusa) not te as-

* sault, threaten. e } intimidate members

¢ of NUMfat the rrm e e de a3 p
The ififerdict was granted efter an ur-
gent NUM application

Uwusa mtends to contest the a plica-
tion and demee NUM ellegatmne*i’ RV

The court heard that on Meyefu Mr
*J ohn Ntshangasa, a Natal regmnel erge-
“miser of NUM, was beaten with “a’kerrie
by a man alleged to be a member of
Uwusa He died later — Sapa
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dnesday to
delivery holdups by  protest against the Ho
stayaways'of Plack workers

1.

S K Worke, sembly elections

At leastils service stations 1n White émployees were called
central WJohannesbur g.and ~the 1 ¢4 drive tankers but coulq not
Witwatersrand’ ran dry this yinake_all the deliveries,’, Petro]
week A major food supplier has -

CoOmpanies .tried tg ensure that
shortage of

at least one gﬁrage“;“n each area
was supplied i

e

; The, continuing | confirot be-
' 'tween the Government ang
s i Y- ¥ i
’blaclgj‘trgde unions has prevent.
jed, he, colintry’s INajor supplier

of begr, ../ Soitth **” African
Breweries, ang- -a,major food
group " ‘from !

) |'Plies during the stajaways", -
| I ¢y TETVC L ¢

1

yed, away
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Cosatu’ officia

32
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I’s bail

BN o o Lok Vg 7
- 0f R800 is extended;

.Bail of R800, paixcl earlier by a Congress

of Soith African Trade Unions official,
was yesterday extended for Mr Patrick
Molefe (26) of Mavimbela Section, Na-
talspruit, whose hearing 1n connection
with intimidation was postponed for the
fourth time 1n the Johannesburg Magis-
trate’s Court, for further Investigation.
No charge sheet has peen presented
Mr Molefe, arrested on March: 24, "has

not been asked to plead, He was warned
to appear again on May 27‘1 |
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Mméworkers (NUM) Withviolence
obtained an urgent 1n-

of Mi

terim
Supre

terday restraining the
{ United

ffice at the

of South Africa (Uwusa) 25€, In an o

and 1ts members, from Colliery and lmuring of
assaulting, Intimdating,
threat
fering with NUM mem- NUM

bers

the union’s legitimate

trade

Uwusa 1s opposing the :
application and has de- |
nied all the allegations

of u
made

fore th

The
been

the, kil

ficial,

Vijhe

5 this'year

Mr

letshe, an NUM official,
said ‘he was authorised
to bring the application

agains

James
Victom Zulu, and Mr P,

Mhlun

i ¥

resolu

NUM’s national  ex.
ecutive committee, '

ase; allegedly by mem- '
ers . of “Uwusa at 'the

S512%
low "{ifiion

the TeéSpondents repeat-

the use of an office at
N the Colliery, he saw Mr
He said this “eam. Ntombela, Mr Mhlungy
baign of threats and 1p- and Mr Zulu enter the
timidation” had cuimai- office where Mr
Iljated ".lﬂ the "brlltﬂl Ntshangase was typlng,
killing” of Mr Ntshang- 4 brutally assauit
Workers Union
him, He died i1n hospital

There were elght
other people 1n theof-
fice, who were assaulted
as they tried to flee from
the assault

.interdiet n the
me Court here yes-

several other N UM
members

The Chairman of the
Coronation Mine
branch, My Harrison

enng and nter-

and offictals and

union activities A,

nlawful condiict
It affidavits be-
e court Ay
abplication Has
brought following .
ling of a NUM of: ;
Mr John Ntshang-

1d Colliery on May-
Phumlani  Md.

t Uwusa,  Mp
Ntombela, Mr

Eu, 1n terms of g
tion taken by
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Mdletshe alleges
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THE Frame Textile Group 15 one of the first
empioyers to accept the National Union of
Trade Workers (NUTW) proposals regarding
pension funds

Frame said 1n a Press release yesterday
1its industrial pension fund was being con-
verted into a provident fund This meant
employees would be entitled to a lump sum
payout on leaving the company, rather than
to a pension on reaching retirement age

Group human resources director Peter
Richardson said the company had been eriti-
cised before for 1ts pension policies and that
the latest improvements were in line with a
commitment to more enlightened employ-
ment practices

Under the new scheme, employees pay 2%

of their salary into the new fund The com-
pany will match this amount to cover life,
disability and funeral insurances, both for
the employee and s immediate family

After one year of service, employees are
entitled to their own fund contributions plus
10% of their share of the fund, with interest
This rises to 100% after 10 years service

About 15 000 weekly-paid employees will
be affected by the new arrangement The
fund 18 being revalued and 1s estimated to be
worth between R20m and R30m

Frame has also concluded negotiations
with the unions party to the National Indus-

lé“ﬁaj \}Mﬂ
ctter Frame

4K
ger;eflts

vert that council’s pension fund to a provi-
dent fund The fund will be identical 1n all
major respects to the Frame provident fund

NUTW national organiser Johnny Cope-
land said yesterday the conversion had been
mitiated by the NUTW, and the union was
pleased with the outcome

He said Frame’s treatment of pensioners
had been less than adequate 1n the past, and
the NUTW had campaigned vigorously for
the provident fund He said Frame had been
very accommodating to the union’s propos-
als and had moved quickly, which was to
their credit

trial Council for the Textile Industry to con-

e




l

b

e e T & S R A e R O ST R U s

e [

-

it

h

1

THE Congress of SA
Trade Unions’ (Cosatu)
bombed headquarters
could be condemned and
key 1ndustrial talks
grounded because union
officials were not al-
lowed 1n the bualding, Co-

satu’s attorney Peter Harris said

He said no deciston would be takern on
where Cosatu and 1ts affihates would be
housed until the city engineer’s report
had been completed

Authorities have already declared the
building unsafe and Harris said it would
take at least two months to repair the
damage

Cosatu has commuissioned an explo-
sives expert to mnvestigate the blast and
his report 1s expected o be handed to the
union teday

Two bombs exploded 1n the basement
of Cosatu House four hours after polling
closed during last week’s election

Detalls of a Cosatu-commissioned en-
gweer’s report on the damage were giv-
en yesterday It found two load-bearing
columns were severely damaged and
both columns needed replacing A
ground floor conference room had caved

, Into the basement and a lift-column,

". where one bomb detonated, was buck-

- 'led

City engineers inspected the base-

Cosat(\@Ho Se

2 RO e

HAMISH McINDOE

ment at the End Street entrance of the
bullding yesterday

Harris said “I find 1t strange that
police described the damage caused by
the explosions as shight The bwulding
was nearly destroyed”

He said several orgamsations had
offered to assist Cosatu

The Chamber of Mines insisted that
“communications” with the National
Union of Mineworkers for next month’s
key pay talks had not been affected by
the blast

But, Shell chairman John Wilson, con-
demning the “wanton destruction of Co-
satu’s property and possessions”, made
clear that the loss of files and documents
would affect annuat wage negotiations

SAPA reports that vandals struck at
three offices of trade umon-related or-
ganisations 1n East London last week,
while officials were observing the Co-
satu-called protest against the elections
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WOPhY  CAPE Thay 1245
Interdict for o7\ DB
MARITZBURG — The Nadonal &7 -

Wrfon of
Mineworkers (NUM) obtarned an urgent interim

Interdict 1n the Supreme Court here yesterday

LY

)

Africa (UWIJSA) and certain of 1ts members
{ from assaulting, intimidating, threatening and
| mterfering with NUM members and officials
and the union’s legitimate trade union activi-
ttes UWUSA opposed the applieation and has

denied all the allegations of unlawful conduet
made in affidavits before the court
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\';Q The Congress of South
4 the SABC for fann

has sharply
agamst the federatio

negotiatio

editorial comment Yes
poration had wed the Nation

crificise
n and discouraging

ns with the

Reactin
al Party’s lead m

and hatred which are stum-

«gxacerb
bling blocks to a pea resolution of South Africa”
olice claims that more
have been

Commenting oo w
gport Services (Sats) workers may
ork.follow-

ing the transport StriKE,

“mcnntruverhble
workers who will not accept

plitant element 10 & part of 2 tr
15 now openly ’
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ment and umons as nor-

negotiation
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Cosatu sla

CAPE TOWN -- The
chief South African ex-
ecutive of Shell 011 Com-
pany has condemned

state action against the.

Congress of South Afri-
can Trade Unions (Co-
satu) as a “transparent
attempt to crush an 1n-
creasingly powerful gov-
ernment opponent ™

Ar John Wilson said
recent events 1nvoiving
police action against the
congress was a tragedy
and “bode 111" for the fu-
ture

The state’s action was
not likely to crush the
union, he said

15{5| XY

“Rather, it will
strengthen the resist-
ance and support, will
have adverse ramifica-
tions. for stable indus-
trial relations, the ef-

fects of which will be
felt throughout industry

Expressing his con-
cern at what were ap-
parently state-invoked
attacks on Cosatu, Mr
Wilson said that those
who clung to the belief
that a negotiated solu-
tion to the country’s
problems was possible,
recognised the vital role
the labour unions would
play — Sapa

———edia, ]
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THE Food and Alled
Workerss Umon has dis-
missed allegations that it
sent s members 10 2 frut
canming factory 1 East
London to replace dis-
missed workers as “utterly
false”

Fawu was reacting 10
National Union of Food
Workers' allegations that
Fawu sent members 10
work at Langeberg 1 East
L.ondon while workers were

were locked out and dis-
missed on April 7 following
a wage disputc and the
company Wwas accused of
usIng coloureds as scab
workers

NUFW general-secre-
tary Lulamile Mat1 saud
that the coloured operators
were members of rawi
who were brought 1n rom
Mossel Bay

CITY PRESS, May 3, 198

dente
scab alle gations

AGE 11

T4V

“Ac a trade union, Fawu
has no right to send workers
to Langeberg, Mat said

Fawu general-secretary-
in Cape Town, Jan Theron,.
said 1n a statement this
week “Fawu deplores scab-
bing and wil not allow 118
members to be used to train
scabs, whatever union was

operators were brought n
from Mossel Bay

He said he immediately
undertook an investigation
ynto the matter and it was
established that no Fawu
members had left M
Bay for East London

¢ was then informed
that the operators con-
cerned were from Lange-
berg's parent factory.,
which turned out not to be
the case, he sai

\ :
\n.
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hell boss |
.| hits at govt |

o |

"l

LR cliong
'@;\ q%\ Business Day Reapo m\

and Sapa

vt

-1 THE chief South African execufive
- of Shell 011 Company has con-
o demned State action agamnst the
3 Congress of South African Trade
Unions (Cosatu) as a “transparent
attempt to crush an increasingly
3 powerful government opponent”.

John Wilson said recent events in-
volving police action against Co-
satu were a tragedy which boded
11l for the future “We must come

0 to our senses before 1t 15 too late ”

.. State action was not likely to crush
" the union, but would strengthen
. resistance and support and have
3 adverse ramifications for stable
industrial relations

+* “It1s likely, too, to fuel the bitterness
and growing polarisation beiween
b ¢ capital and labour,” he said

.~ Expressing concern at what were
v apparently State-invoked attacks
- on Cosatu, Wilson said those who

) clung to the belief that a negotiat-
ed solution to the country’s prob-
lems was possible recognised the
vital role of labour umons

Meanwhile, Cosatu spokesman
Frank Meintpes attacked the
SABC’s “comment” yesterday as

., being its most direct assauit on
the integrity of umons

“t He said it had analysed the labour

,':“" movement “on the basis of 1ts own
k biased coverage of the Sats strike
' This coverage mcluded allega-
L ttons, half truths and assumptions,
all of which still have to be tested

f ; in court”,
EI The editorial referred to “murderous

intimidatton” by what it called a
' o faceless militant element 1n the
. trade union movement
.ot “In our view, the SABC 1s agamn de-
monstrating that it cannot be
trusted to provide truthful mfor-
mation, which 1s so sorely needed
¢ in the present crisis,” he said
“Cosatu 1s warning the SABC that we
and our lawyers are studying

3P news and other reports very close-

ly to see if coverage of Cosatu
PN constitutes legal miringment of
" our legal rights”
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. THE case 1n which the Garment Workers' on
of the Western Province and its secretary are
claiming R100 000 damages from the Clothing
Workers’ Union was postponed indefinitely in
the Supreme Court yesterday The 52 000-strong
Garment Workers’ Union and Mr Cedric Peter-

sen alleged Clowu defamed them 1n their news-
letter, Unity, 1n 1985
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Three bombs may have
exploded in the base-
ment of the headguar-
ters of the Congress of
SA Trade Unions:{(Co-

‘ satu), according to an ex-
»
)
)

plosives expert =
Tt was urlgilﬁally
thought two explosions
rocked the building 1N
possibly the biggest
bomb blast ever;on the
Witwatersrand QUL
An 1nterum report on

| the damage by

explo-
sives expert Mr P O Mal-
page was handed:to Co-
satu yesterday 31s

The union’s attorney,
Mr Peter Harris{'sa1d 1
would be 1mpossible to
determine the size and
type of bombs used till
rubble 1n the basement
had been cleared,

The bombs detonated
four hours after polling
*l closed on election day

i1 Cosatu officials would
Ei:‘. not comment yesterday
i | onthe bombing, but the
. | union 1s expected to call
a “press wconference #10-
day : ¢
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Union told to guit

THE Orange-Vaal
General Workers’ Union
was this week served with
an eviction notice
following the Govern-
- ment’s  renewed imple-
s mentation of the Group
. Areas Act.
The union, according
* to a notice signed by the
{f director-general of
§Develnpment and Plan-
. Ning, has to vacate its
: offices at 26 Leslie Street,

. Yereemiging, by August

=L R by
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The union has been
yoccupymg
since January.

The 7000-member
OVGWU which organi-
ses municipal and State
workers 1n the Vaal,

received the notice on
Monday

the offices

A spokesman said
yesterday that the unton
Intends taking legal
action against the
Department of Constity-
trtonal Development and
Planning and would
“fight to the end”

The notice, comng In
the wake of an onslaught
by the Government on
white property owners,
theatens to force them to
evict black tenants

According to news-

paper reports, the deputy
director-general of the
Department of Constitu-
tional Development and
Planming, Mr J Fourie,
satd this week that a
number of compames
had beenYwarned to evict
black tenants :

The OGVWU regards
the eviction as ‘“‘the
cancellation of the
Labour Relations Act of

1956 which fostered
sound labour relations™

=y
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'8 UNIONISTS FREEL

| AT LEAST eight trade '

unionists detained in
Pietersburg in the past
two weeks were released
yesterday.

The eight are from the
Commercial Catering
Allied Workers® Union
of South Africa (CCA-
WUSA), the South
African Allied Workers®
Union (SAWU) and the
Detainees Supporters®
|| Committee (DESCOM).
1 At could not be establish-
'1 ed yesterday whether the
‘| seven women who were
detained with them were
also released,
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Those released are

"Vincent Mojapelo, Jack

Mojapelo, Michael
Kadiaka, Elias Nong,
Peter Mohlaka, Abel
Kubayi, Johannes Block
and Silas Lemao.

At Jleast 12 other
people, most of whom
are members of the
Azaman People’s Organ-
isation from Mahwele-
reng township, who were
detained during the same
period” are still in
detention. .

Meanwhile, the North-
ern Transvaal chairman
of Azapo, Mr Molebatsi
Lesedi, yesterday con-

demned the detentions -

and said it was not a

e "'"'E_.l"-"ﬁ T,H?H;*W P am

anl_D PRICE

coincidence that the
security police swoop

had come at the time of Hﬁ,f

the launch of the Thari

Ya Setshaba Cultural
and Liberation Move- \A
ment.

He warned that the
“harassment of Black
Consciousness cadres to
try and swell the ranks of
the counter revolution-
ary Thari Ya Setshaba”
would fail.

“The deténtions. came
only two days before the
launch of Thari Ya
Setshaba, whose presi-
dent 1s the Chief Minister
of Lebowa, Dr C N
Phatudti
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Violence

THE Congress of South
African Trade Umons and
one of its affiliates have
condemned allegations
linking them to the
violence which followed
the strike by 16000
railway workers.

Cosatu said 1t under-
took to prevent any
unlawful acts from
taking place at therr
premises, which include
Cosatu House 1n
Johannesburg and
World Centre 1n Ger-
miston

The undertaking was
handed to the Rand
Supreme Court on April
30 when the South

. African Transport
Services (Sats) made an
urgent application to
stop alleged assauits on

Sats workers at Cosaty
House

Assaulted

Sats had claimed that
its employees were
assaulted inside the

building during the strike
by members of the South

African - Railway and
»  Harbour Workers Union
3 °(Sarhwu), a Cosatu

affiliate
'E_"""I"'"'"""_'_ s -

The federation . said
that the undertaking was
made ‘“‘in view of the
alleged urgency of the |
matter and withoiit
having completed the-

&%%W@@Muﬁ&&“'

investigations 1nto  the
truth or otherwise of
such allegattons made.1f
the applicants (Sats)-
papers brought.sto.
Cosatu’s attention * . -

Statement

“Sarhwu 15 not n a

position to deny or adnut |

the statement made

against 1ts members in
Sats papers, but under-
takes nevertheless, not to
imtimidate or assault
anyone at Cosatu House
and/or World Centre
and/or anywhere else **

Both Cosatu and
Sarhwu “place on record
that they are opposed to
violence and wish to

confirm a statement |

already published that

they do not condone |

violence or recognise it as
a means of resolving
disputes **

Cosatu’s undertaking,
which was published m
the Sowetan, was made
an order of the court
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The police’and the South African Transpor Sef’pmes:
(Sats) have denied “colluding” with the SABOun 'a
Smear.icampaign to pave the way for State action
against the Congress of SA Trade Unions (Cosatu) °

- !
Johan Coetzee, said

3611

eny
1 ¥
-l el B b o

ce, Sats

R - al griagd’s
lear campargn’
By Mike Siluma .;_,e@@i Qf\(’\wq?‘ .

Polic

Reacting to Cosatu allegations that the three agen-
clies were' mnvolved 1n a campaign to discredit the
federation, the!, omrussioner of Police, Genéra)
1 “The SAP acts:strictly within the
frﬁifnexymjk of the law, does not wage campaigns of
any nature against anyone and operates on available’
evidence J. -

Cosa y“ﬁiaﬂ also claimed that three people alleged
by police to be suspected “tramed terrorists” and ar-
rested during the first Cosatu House police seige had
subsequently been released without being charged

A spokesman at police headquarters said today
that police do not confirm the release of people The
Star was .welcome to trace the three people and
speak to them if 1t wished, he added T

The SABC’s semor director, news, Mr Sakkie
Burger, said today the corporation would only com-
ment fully-after studying the contents of a telex it
received from Cosatu’s lawyers. S

Earlier Mr Burger said he would not say ‘why
SABC camera crews frequently focused on the graffi-
t1 outsidé:Cosatu House " o 3003

“The logical thing 1s at's right at the entrance of the
building and when you filrn the entrance of the .bmid-
Ing you get that shot” The graffiti, reading’ in part,
“Enter for Torture”, 1s pamnted next to the frqpt door

and on a side wall of the building® " §

A Sats spokesman denied there’was a campaign
against Cosatu from the Governmegt’s side 1
“There are facts being mvestigated by the SAP
- ]

wri—

that Cosatii ‘has beén' in.
volved in the intimidation
and murder of our Work-
‘ers, Weshave withesses
who have'been assanited
inside Cosatu House:;pﬁth *
spokesman said. 1.
The spokesman ‘said
Sats would never attempt
to . smash the labour
movement as 1t had’ 10
“independent” unions
within Sats' “We - would
be the last to smash’ any
labour moyement ”".
Replying to s alleged
attempts at discrediting
Cosatu by linking 1t to the
ANC™ and SACP, the
spokesman said ' there
was evidence of Cosatu’s
support for 'the ANC
“through their own pam-

l phlets”. _
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Goverpment ‘v 23 A e - T RS
this week said theie was § pud o
great concern about the -

“pohticisation” of trade
unions and the use of Ia-
bour orgamsations for
political purposes

In this regard there g
much speculation in Cape
Town, particularly about
the future of Cosaty

Sources have alss indi-
cated that the Govern-
ment has been calling 1n
university prineipals to
tell them to restore diser-
pline on their campuses
or be faced with finaneial
penalttes This could en
tall a reduction in State
subsidies which finance
up to 70 percent of the
costs of student tuition

There 1s anger across
parhamentary lines at 1’
what 15 perceved to be 3
selective application of
freedom of speech on
certain campuses and the
Government 1s expected
10 capitalise on this

“Alternative  media”
publications, the sources
Say, are {6 be more
strictly controlled while
emergency  regulations
relating to the media wii]
be tightened generally

There have been hints
of tougher action against

foreign meda represen-
tatives, most likely in the
form of not renewing
work permits when they
expire

President Botha may
give broad details of the
Government’s ntentions
when he opens Parha-
ment next Tuesday
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ongress of South African

treason tria} Indictment served this~
week on lawyers répresenting eight
young residents of Alexandra town-

ship

The trialsts, detained in the mad-
dle of last year, were originally ac-
cused of sedition and have been re-
fused bail One of the group 1s a 17-
year-old youth, while the oldest ac-
cused 1s 28

Lawyers say that when therr cli-
ents appear in the Rand Supreme
Court on Monday they will now face
@4 mamn charge of high treason and
alternative charges of sedition apg
subversion

UNGOVERNABLE

The indictment states that the zo-
cused conspired

® To render Alexandra ungovern-
able and to govern the area them-
selves or 1n association with others

@ To establish “organs of people’s
power” and to exercise control over
the structures of authority — on a
national or local basis — g well as
over the army, the police, the
courts, the media, the economy and
educational mnstitutions,

® To mobilise Alexandra residents

Trade Unions (Cosatu) and the Umt-fi
ed Democratic Front (UDF) arel,
named as conspirators jn 2 bulky 3~

to achieve the above and to group
residents into street and block com-
mittees

® To cause the “organ's of people’s

"

The trialists conspired that these
“organs” would provide basie food-
stutfs and medicines 1n times of
“heightened confrontation” as well
as first aid and simijar services, the
charge sheet said

NO—GO AREAS

They would also undertake the
“so-called defence of communities
aganst the forces of the Republic of
South Africa and create no-go
areas for such forces”

The accused conspired to set up
people’s courts and to expand trade
unions and youth groups to achieve
the above anms, the document adds

Between January and July last
year the accused conspired with the
African Nationa] Congress and/or
Cosatu and/or the UDF and/or the
Alexandra Youth Congress to con-
Spire various acts which constituted
high treason, the Indictment says

The accused are Ashwell Mxolise
Zwane (20), Vus: Andries Ngwenya
(20), Andrew Mafutha (22), David
Mafutha (19), Arthur Selby Vilakaz
(24), Albert Al Sebola (21), Piet Mo-
gano (28) and a 17-year-old youth,
who may not be named
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Cosatu warns

By Mike Siluma

The Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu), expressing fears of
impending State action against 1t, last night warned the Government that
the suppression of the federation would end “the new era of industrial
relations”

At a press conference attended by both local and international media 1n Johan-
nesburg yesterday, Cosatn general secretary Mr Jay Naidoo pointed to recent
mcidents affecting the orgamisation, suggesting that “more direct State action
agamst Cosatn” might be immunent.

He sard attacks on Cosatu had mncluded
® The “siege” of Cosatu House and the later hombing of the building.
® The breaking up of South African Railway and Harbour Workers’ Union (Sarh-
wu) meetings and the teargassing of meetngs on Cosatu premuses,
® The killing of-seven Sarhwu workers and an orgamser of the Cosatu affiliated
National Union of Mineworkers " e

Describing the bombing of Cosatu House as “a professional job”, Mr Naidoo
rejected suggestions that Cosatu members had bombed the building.

There had been'no mention in the med;a that “the saboteurs had apparently cut
therr way 1nto the bullding by scaling a 5 m wall and cutting through iron bars to
gain access to the building”.

Damage to Cosatu House during police action amounted to R80000 In add:

k.

tion, about R2 milhon i structural damage had been
done during “the elandestine bomb blast of May 7” —

Assaults on Cosatu members had taken place 1n
various parts of the country, with scores being de-
tamed, he alleged A

“If Cosatu is prevented from functiomngﬂ fully and
openly, the new era of labour relations is doomed We
warn the Government that should they persist 1n their
current approach to Cosatu, they may well promote a
massive collapse of the labour relations system The
public, in general,"an industry in particular, must
know of these campaigns and therr smister implica-
tions,” saxd Mr Naidoo’

Referring to oftenirepeated Government charges
that the rail strike by members of the Cosatu-affiliat-
ed Sarhwu were nspired from outside the couniry’s
borders, Mr Naidoo said the strike was “a spontane-
ous response of workers imtiated by management’s |,
unjust dismissal of one of 1ts workers”

Cosatu had offered to negotiate and had suggested
employer mntervention to resolve the rail dispute,

.
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JOHANNESBURG — Cosatu
has accused the government
“and 1ts agencies” of conduct-
INg a propaganda campaign
aimed at smashing the labour
movement and has warned
that 1t could lead to 2 “mas-

Sive collapse 1n labour rela-
tions”

In a statement released yester-
day, Cosatu said the campalgn
was being co-ordinated by the
SABC, SATS and the SA Police
and was serving to obscure and
“even to justify” physical attacks
on 1ts offices and 1ts members

The union believed that the
campalgn was a precursor to
more direct action It warned
that an ongoing campaign would
be “misguided and dangerous”

At the tume of going to press,
police were preparing a response
to the allegations

“If Cosatu is prevented from
functioning fully and openly the
new era of labour relations 1s
doomed We warned the govern-
ment that should it persist in itg
current approach it may well pro-
mote a massive collapse of the
labour relations system "

The statement by Cosatu offi-
cials, released at a press confer-
ence, states that,the campaign

Cart ZiriE 155 } ’

was attempting to 1dentify Cosatu
with violence and the ANC

The union threatened to apply
to the Supreme Court for relief 1f
the SABC continued 1n its cam-
Paign to “discredit Cosatu”

Cosatu said SATS had also, by
way of i1ts statements on the SA
Railways and Harbours Workers’
Union strike, attempted to dis-
credit Cosatu by making allega-
tions that Cosatu was acting as “a
surrogate of the ANC and the SA
Communist Party”

“We reject this allegation and
our lawyers have been 1nstructed
to take action

The statement said much had
been made of reports that the
SAP had arrested three suspect-
ed terrorists 1n Cosatu House but
it was never announced that the
three people arrested were re-
leased soon afterwards without
being charged

Cosatu’s general secretary, Mr
Jay Naidoo, said at the press con-
ference that i1t was necessary to
place 1n perspective Cosatu’s at-
litude and conduct 1n recent
events

Referring to the strike by SATS
workers, he sa:d Cosatu’s su pport
for 1ts affiliate, SARHWU, was
based on the belief that the ap-

proach to the strike by SATS had ,

—————

) Cosatu

been “intransigent, short-sighted
and based on extraneous and se-
cret considerations”

Cosatu had offered to negotiate
and suggested independent me-
diation to resolve the dispute but
attempts were rejected by SATS

The union had dissociated it-
self from any alleged assaults or
violence on SATS workers Co-
satu had repeatedly stressed its
opposition to violence as a means
of resolving 1ndustrial disputes

Referring to the recent bomb
blast which had rendered Cosatu
House unsafe, Mr Naidoo sard R2
million damage had been caused
to the building The building had
been insured, but a printing
press, valued at R100 000 and de-
stroyed 1n the blast, was not

Senior director of news for
SABC-TV Mr Sakkie Burger last
night sard that a general re-
sponse to the allegations was stil]
being reviewed

Mr Burger said he did not know
whether any on-the-air rebuttal
was sought to the statements
from Transport Minister Mr El:
Louw about the union federation
being linked to the ANC “That 1s
part of the whole issue being in-
vestigated,” Mr Burger said —
Sapa-AP
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A press release of a statement by Shell SA chair- |
man John Wilson on the recent attack on Cosatu, |
1 Was handed out to shgrehold_ers.

apartheid Opposing disinvestment was growing.
Activists within SA had changed thejr minds

about disinvestment and this message would begin

to get out of the country within the next six to nine

| mnth, he predicted.
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THE biggest labour federation 1n
South Africa, the Congress of
South African Trade Unions (Co-
satu), has accused the police of
mounting a nationwide campaign
against union activists.

A Cosatu spokesman, Mr Frank
Meintjies, said police this week de-
tained 40 union officials without
charge, ran si1x shop stewards out of a
rural town and burned union publica-
tions

He said unidentified attackers van-
dalized equipment 1n a South Coast
union office and torched another
nearby

This follows a statement by the chief
., executive of the Shell o1l company, Mr
John Wilson, who saitd “There 1s a
transparent attempt to crush an 1n-
¢reasingly powerful government
opponent We must come to our senses
before 1t 1s too late ”

Six shot dead

In the past month, police have shot
and killed six Cosaitu members on
strike and repeatedly searched the
federation’s headquartiers in Johan-
neshurg, se1zing documents and publi-
cations

The building was hit by two bombs
on May 7 in an attack that shattered
foundations and an elevator shaft

Cosatu lawyer Mr Peter Harris
charged earlier this week that a union
organizer was taken i1nto the bombed-
out basement of the building by police
who chained him to a metal railing
and assaulted him

“We are still gathering news of ar-
rests and attacks on our members and
their offices around the country,” Mr
Meintjies said

“There 1s a clear pattern of action
across the country that indicates the
powerful forces rallied against us”

Mr Meint)ies said Cosatu, which re-
presents about 600000 workers 1n
mining, industry, commerce and agri-
culture, was being targeted 1n a right-
wing guvernment crackdown

“It 1s all part of the repression sur-
rounding last week’s white election
President PW Botha said he got a
mandate to crush the democratic

movements, but we reject that white
vote

““We say we have a mandate from our

for recognition of our union rights,”
he said

Mr Meintjies said police detained
more than 40 members of Cosatu’s
South African Raillways and Harbours
Workers' Union (SARHWU) 1n Bloem-
fontein on Monday and were still hold-
1Ing them without charge

In Kroonstad, near Johannesburg,
police held six shop stewards for
questioning, forced them to burn
union publications and then trans-
ported them to an out-of-town highway
and told them not to return

Offices vandalized

He said offices 1n East London were
vandalized by unidentified attackers
who smashed a word-processor,
torched an office and destroyed publi-
cations

He said there had been similar
police and independent action against
Cosatu 1n Welkom, Kimberley and
other smaller towns

“Some of the measures against us
are lawful in terms of last year’'s state
of emergency, others are totally out-
side the law We are 1n touch with our
law{:ifers to fight wherever we can,” he
sal

‘Don’t harass people’

The South African Police public re-
lations division rephied yesterday
“The police deny that they act against
people simply because of their affili-
ation to a specific body or organiza-
tion, but because there 1s good reason
to suspect that a crime has or ts about
to be committed

“We deny that we harass people
When the SAP do take action, we are
quite prepared to account for our
deeds When, for example, the six Co-
satu members were Killed, this office
confirmed the incident and explained
the circumstances which had given
rise to the shootings

“As regards the other allegations,
we agaln repeat what we have stated
many times in the past that any person
who 15 of the opinion that he has a
legitimate complaint against the SAP
1s welcome to lodge histher compliaint
(1in the form of a written affidavit) with
the SAP through any one of the exist-
ing recognized channels and the com-
plaint will be thoroughly i1nvestigat-
ed ” — Staff Reporter and UPI

l members to fight for a living wage and
)
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a bomb blast

and several

deaths, but

on talking

By SEFAKO NYAKA

THE Congress of South Afrnican
Trade Unions has survived two sieg-
lcs in a week, a bomb blast that

wrecked its headquarters and several
incidents of death, violence and ar-

SO
| But if this week’s well-organised

press conference 15 anything (o go by
1 1t will take more than death and de-
struction to silence the voice of the
llargcsl worker organsation n the

country

At the conference, held 1n a some-
what rundown hotel 1n Johannesburg
on Wednesday, Cosatu screened a
film of what the federation termed a
malicious, but well co-ordinated and
orchestrated media propaganda cam-
paign against 1t.

The film also included clippings of
the damage caused by the police dur-
| ing the first two sieges of Cosatu
House last month and the devastation
of the bomb blast on May 7

That Cosatu could organise such
material only a weck afier their offic-
es were wrecked by what 15 believed

I'I‘HE South African Transport
Services has not yet responded
to a wide vrange of re-
employment proposals from the
unmion representing 16 000 dis-
missed workers,

The workers are demanding
the re-engagement of the entire
workforce in the same capaci-
ties and on the same condifions
and rates as applied to them
before the strike,

They are are also demanding
that evicted workers who have

been repatriated to the
s“homelands™ be returned at
Sats’ expense,

The workers have rejected
Sats’ offer of selective re-
employment, but there are pos-
sibtlities of scttlement of the
dispute that has caused the
transport service sector ml-
lions of rands.

Although talks between the
lawyers of the distmssed work-
lers and Sats’ légal advisers
have been going on on a posi-
tive tone, there are fears that
';(,hg talks may be rumned by the

Cosatu keeps|

The
An architect’s photograph captures the
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to be an expert bombing job, 15 an en-
duning feat

Hours after learning that Cosatu
House was unsafe, Cosatu-affihated
unions were temporarily housed in
several offices 1n the city

Attempts to get alternative accom-
modation have been thwarted by re-
luctant landlords who “refused to
give us premises as soon as they
learnt that we are from Cosalu
House,” according to secretary gen-
eral Jay Nadoo

Naidoo acknowledges that the at-
tacks on Cosatu have had an effect on
union activity

“To a large cxtent 1t has disrupted
the daily activities of trade unions

“The fact that we are not allowed
into our building at present even to
have access Lo the material that 1s cru-
cial to any ncgotiations 1s a great

By SEFAKO NYAKA

government’s hardlme attitude.

Opening the 50th annual con-
gress of Sats’ Salaried Staff
Association, Transport Mim-
ster Eh Louw said the para-
stata]l was aiming at a smatiler
and better paid staff,

“Refore large-scale employ-
ment and re-employment 1s ef-
fected, an assesment of labour
needs will be made.”

This prompted Cosatu’s Jay
Nawdoo to remark that *“the atfi-
tude of Sats and the govern-
ment has always been confused
and chaotic.

“An sndication will come that
it is positive and be reversed a
few hours later by negative 1n-
dications *’

There are, however, strong
indications that Sats might opt
for a settlement that will 1n-
clude the remnstatement of the
entire workforce because 1in
distissing the workers 1t
didn’t follow 1ts own 1n-house
disciplinary procedure.
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of the largest bomb ever to have been detonated on the Witwatersrand;
chaos in a Cosatu House office =~

problem,

“The orgamsation however has not
been stopped by the attack on our
house and the events of the last few
weeks,” he said

Naidoo said the attack on the integ-
rity of Cosatu and the labour move-
ment 1n general serves to obscure and
attempts fo jusufy the physical attacks
on its members and 1ts offices.

Aliegations linking Cosatu to the
ANC and the SACP were rejected by
Naidoo

“We reject this allegation and our
lawyers have been mstructed to take
legal acion ™

The propaganda campaign started in
earnest during the South African
Transport Service strike

At the beginning of Apnl, Sats
management attempted to shaft the
biame for the dispute, focusing not

Still no SATS response to union

The delay in Sats’ response
to the dismissed workers’ pro-
posals 1s believed to result
from the demand that all de-
tained workers be released and
trespass charges and strike of-
fences be dropped.

Over 400 South African Rail-
ways and Harbours Union
members and officials are be-
ing held.

The union’s education secre-
tary, Mike Roussos, and five
negotiators were detained soon
after the May 7 blast at Cosatu
House.

Their detention and that of
general secretary Sello Ntm
has not hardencd the stance of
the negotiators, but it 1s be-
heved a delay and an unsatis-
factory proposal from Sats
might have that resuit.

The majority of the members
who went on strike are Sarhwu
members and the detentions are
seen as an attempi to sidestep
the issue of conducting a ballot
to determmne which unon 18
representative 1in Sats

on the dispute or the parties involved
but attempting to cast doubt on the
origins and intentions of Cosatu..,,

Several allegations attempted to link
the SA Raillway and Harbour Work-
ers’ Umion and Cosatu to the ANC

A few days later police launched a
massive raid on Cosatu House, The
raid resulted 1n extensive damage to
Cosatu property. .

Then came the bomb that was de-
scribed as the largest ever to have
been detonated on the Witwaters-
rand . .

“The building was insured but the
R100 000 printing unit had just been
installed and was in the process of
being nsured,” Naidoo said ,

He warned the government that
should they persist in their current
approach to Cosatu they may well.
promote a massive collapse of the la-
bour relations system

The campaign of violence and in-
tinmdation against the student move-
ment and the largest trade union fed-
eration 1n the country continues, |1,

®0On Wednesday morning exten-
sive damage was caused to the offic-
es of the Transvaal Student Congress
(Trasco) and the National Sfudent
Co-ordinating Commuttee (Nascoc)
after they were firebombed. ,

@The Gernuston offices of the Met-
al and Allied Workers Umeon and the
Commercial Catering and Alled
Workers Union were vandaiised last
week

®The East London offices of the
South Afnican Allied Workers Union
and Sached were smashed up last
Wednesday }

®The Witbank offices of the Na-
tional Union of Mineworkers, Mawu
and Ccawusa were raided last Fniday,

® Sarhwu offices 1in Kroonstad
were smashed up and closed down
on Monday after office worker were
escorled out of town

© A badly beaten up Transport and
General Workers organiser Josiah
Tire was found manacled to the se-
curity gate and lying in broken glass
at Cosatu House after being assaulted
by police during an argument on
Monday "
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A KWAZULU prnince and two other
officials of the United Workers Un-
on of South Afnca (Uwusa) have
been linked to the brutal killing of a
National Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) organiser in Vryheid last
week
According to affidavats in the Natal
Supreme Court, Victom Zulu, Ze-
phamia Ntombela and P Mhlungu as-
saulted Bhekuyise Ntshangase with
an varicty of weapons last Tuesday at
the Vryheid Coronation Colliery.
Ntshangase later died from injures
In a scperate interview Uwusa legal
advisor Gordon Radebe said the kill-
ing possibly resulted from the NUM
refusal to vacate an office which they
had to share with Uwusa on an aiter-
nate basis
On Monday the court granted an 1n-
terim order restraining Uwusa, 1ts of-
ficials and members from unlawfully
assaulting, threatemng violence, inti-
midating or interfering with members
of the NUM as well as unlawfully in-
terfering with NUM''s trade union ac-

tivities
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Prince linked in court to
slaying of mine unionist

Uwusa was also ordered to read out
the court order to its officials and

members at the colliery.
Uwusa has demed all allegations of

unlawful conduct and has indicated
that 1t would be opposing the interim
order on July 3 when argument wiil
be heard on whether the order should

be finahised.
The NUM submutted that there was

an arrangement whereby the three un-
1ons operating at the mines (NUM,
Uwusa and the Biack Allied Mining
and Tunnels Union) used the offices
on different days of the week.

As Uwusa had uscd the office only
twice 1n six months, a new arrange-
ment was cntered into with manage-

By SEFAKO NYAKA

The agreement was the NUM could
use the office on days the other un-
1ons did not, provided the office was
booked in advance This, the NUM
claims, was done.

However, on the mornng of May 5
Uwusa demanded the use of the of-

fices
The Uwusa men were offered an al-

ternative office but they turned 1t
down. )

Ntombela, accompanied by Zulu
and Mhlungu entered the room and
ordered the NUM members to leave
the office.

After Ntombela struck Ntshangase
on the head Zulu and Mhlungu joincd

ment in March
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in the assaulit,
Some people 1a the room escaped

through the door and window.
NUM member Xola Myoh said he
attempted to chmb through the win-

dow but was unabie to
Myol watched as the three men as-

saulted Ntshangase as he staggered

towards the door.
Ntshangase managed to move mto

the passage while blows were rained

on him -
Another NUM member, Clhifford

Ramafole, said he fled when the three

men came 1nto the room

“As I entered the passage leading
out of the office, I noticed there
where a number of people blocking

the way
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NQUIRIES — TELEPHONE EAST LONDON 26141

JOHANNESBURG -—— The South African Police
(SAP) have denmied allegations by Cosatu that the
police have been involved 1n a campaign to dis-
credit the labour federation

The Commissioner of the SAP, General Johann
Coetzee, said “The SAP acts sirictly within the
framework of the law, does not wage campailgns of
any nature against anyone and operates on avall-
able evidence "

South African Transport Services (Sats) also de-
nied allegations made by Cosatu that Sats was 1n-
volved 1n the campaign

Cosatu had said 1n a statement that a campaign
aimed at smashing the labour movement was being
conducted by the government and co-ordinated by
the SABC, Sats and the SAP

A spokesman for the labour federation charged
“There 15 a concerted propaganda smear campaign
against Cosatu which the government wishes to use
to smash the democratic trade union movement ”

“There 1s no campaign against Cosatu from the
government side,” a Sats spokesman sard

“There are allegations being investigated by the
SAP that Cosatu has been involved in the 1intimi-
dation and murder of our workers We have wit-
nesses who have allegedly been assauited inside
Cosatu House,” the spokesman said

The spokesman said Sats would never attempt to
smash the labour movement as i1t had 10 “indepen-
dent” trade unions within Sats

“We would be the last to smash any labour move-
ment ™

The senior director of news for SABC-TV, Mr
Sakkie Burger, said a general response to allega-
tions by Cosatu against the SABC was still being re-
viewed

Asked why SABC camera crews fi requently fo-
cused on the graffiti outside Cosatu House, Mr Bur-
ger said “I can’t tell why but the logical thing1s1t’s
right at the entrance of the building and when you
film the entrance of the building you get that shot

The graffit1 1s painted next to the front door and
on a side wall of the building

Mr Burger said he did not know whether any on-
the-air rebuttal was being sought by Cosatu to
statements made by the Minister of Transport, Mr
El:1 Louw, about the union federation being linked
tothe ANC

+ "That 1s part of the whole 1ssue being investi-
gated,” he said — Sapa-AP
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KLERKSDORP — Three
of the seven National
Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) shaft stewards on
irial here this week have
each been sentenced to
death four times over
Mr Justice Strydom,
sitting with two asses-
sors, sentenced to death
| Tieluvuyo Mgedez1, 28,
Solomon Mangaliso
Nongwati, 38, and Paulos

nt to the Cape %‘smtm Tsehlar}a 3B.dun

* _ our charges, of murder

at SUCCE!S:E: pre He also sentenced them

) A — B income to an effective 15 zirleai;s’

' . immprisonment eac or
llarity since its attempted murder

! Oftheir co-accused, Si-
j phiwe Mngqondo Mba-

' . lumdaka, 28, was sen-
0" editorial on tenced to 50 years on |

)th topical and four charges of murder

and one of attempted
1t broad appeal murder The sentences
lablished home- will run concurrently,

meaning he will serve an
effective 10-year jail
term

de answers for Sentenced

erated by idea- Frans Stone Mak-
; hanya, 36, and Edwin
' Nkatutu Masike, 39,

were each sentenced to

tunity to zero- seven years’ 1mprison-
dersh ment on each of the five
F snip. charges The sentences
will run concurrently
] send without and ft}l;ey will each serve
an etiective seven vears'
Focus feature imprisonment

Mr Monwabisi Sket),
27, was acquitted on all

| charges The State earl-
t 208 4162. er withdrew charges

agamst Mr Joseph Thoo,

- — =t Tl — -l vl

who died of natural
{ \ causes a day before the
10 details of The Cape trial

The judge found that
the accused murdered
team leaders Mr Edward
Masiane, Mr Philemon
Mota, Mr Daniel Sekwati
and Mr Joseph Rantl-
hats1 on February 18 last
year at the Vaal Reefs
mine near Orkney

He also found that
they had attempted to
murder Mr Fernando
Nyonm the same night

No NUM officials at-
tended The accused’'s
F wives and relatives were
also not in court — Sapa

Fncus Features
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JOHANNESBURG. — A
work stoppage by 900
workers protesting at
four De Beers mines in
Kimberley against the
detention of a union
shop steward ended on
Thursday.

. According to a De

Beers spokesman, the .
National Union of

Mineworkers said the
strike was for the re-
lease of shop steward Mr
Phillip Batyushe.

By Thursday night the
strike had ended and the
night shift resumed
work. According to re-
ports from Kimberley,
this was because Mr Ba-
tyushe had been re-
leased. — Sapa
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JOHANNESBURG.. —
Cosatu’s biggest affili-
ate, the National Union
of Mineworkers (NUM),
received a bomb threat
on Thursday in the of.
fices it is using tempo-
rarily after the explo-
sion which devastated
Cosatu House last week.

The genera] secretary
of the Conress of SA
Trade Unions, Mr Jay
Naidoo, yesterday said
NUM was told the offices
would be “bombed
down” unless the union
moved out. The union
began its annual wage
talks with the Chamber
of Mines yesterday.

Mr Naidoo said union
offices around the coun-
try had also been sub-
Jected to a series of raids
by ““security enforce-
ment officers”, Offices
had been searched and
Pamphlets confiscated,
he said. — Sapa
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By S'BU MNGADY

THE Umted Workers’ Umon of South
Africa was accused in the Mantzburg
Supreme Court this week of conducting a
year-long “campaign of threats and 1n-
timidation™ at the Vryheid Colliery, cul-
minating 1n the slaying of NUM official
John Ntshangase last week
This surfaced when NUM was granted
an urgent ihterim mterdict restraming
Uwusa, and certain of 1ts members, from
assaulting, intimidating or interfering
with NUM members and officials in therr
legitimate trade union activities
The interdict 15 effective immediately,
pending the final outcome of the applica-
tion 4
Uwusa 1s opposing the application and
E denied all the allegations of unlawful

——‘-——_'-_MH—-"—'
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CITY PRESS, May 17 1987
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of ‘campaign of
intimidation’
against NUM
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conduct made in affidavits before the
court.

The application comes in the wake of
the killing of Ntshangase, allegedly by
Uwusa members led by an Uwusa offi-
cial, at the Vryheid Colliery on May 5

NUM official Phumlam Mdletshe al-

leged that, between April and June last r

year, and from February this year up to
the present, the respondents had repeat-
edly threatened NUM members and off1-
clals with violence, particularly at the
Vryheid Colliery |

NUM Coronation Mine branch chair-
man Harrison Nxitywa sard in June last
year a branch of Uwusa was formed at
the mine and Uwusa officials and mem-
bers at the mine began to direct threats of
violence and intimidation at NUM |
1 This month 12 NUM
- members were killed at the

Vryheid Colliery when
they clashed with Uwusa
members who were alleg-
edly backed by two''bus
Joads of “outside impis™’ 4
" On May 5, Nxtywa de-
3 scribed how, . following™a
~ dispute over the use of an
- office at the colliery, he
: saw Ntombela, Mhlungu
and Zulu enter the office
where Ntshangase was typ-
ing There were eight other
v| people 1n the office.

He said he saw Ntom-
) bela pull out a weapon
_ from 1nside his jacket

“Ntombela then struck
at Ntshangase’s head with
the weapon He continued
to do so and Ntshangase

% attempted to dodge the

blows 1 saw several of

these blows lend on

' Ntshangase’s head and up- I
11 per body,” he said

Nxitywa said at a later |
stage he saw another em-
ployee named Magedas:

L strike Ntshangase on the
head with a stick )
. After the 1ncident |
Ntshangase was taken to
the hospital where he died

Nxitywa said Mhiungu
+and Zulu were positively
identifed as having partici-
pated 1n the assault at a
disciplinary hearing and
were dismissed
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“*Zulu reacted by saying
his discharge would not
bring peace to the mune,
and the management
would now see a war ‘on, th
mine that would, be worse
than< anything *they. 'had

seen “"beforé " He" ruxi

(<118 )
1t

Uwusa members would be'
very unhappy ‘aboutvthe
dismissal of their leaders, ,
said Nxitywa . ‘"‘E f;'f.;;';
by % <Y g

Nxitywa said he :‘and+
others understood this'and *
other remarks tor be g
threat of further violent at-.|

tacks on NUM members’
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