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Still 50°

KING WILLIAM'S
TOWN — Despite good
ld1ns late 1n 1983 the
Boider-Cisker Operation
Hunger campaign stil!
has an estimated 50 000
malnourished or hungry
people to save from
slarvation this year

The co-ordinator for
the campalgn 1n the
darea, Mrs Roselle Fras-
ca, said this week thal
there was still “much re-
hef work to be done" In
1984, as the campalgn in
1983 — when a similar
number of destitute
adults and childien had
benefitted from feeding
schemes — had only
“scratched at the sur-
face of the pioblem *

This yeal it 15 ey
pected that the cam
Paign will help feed in
€xcess of 50 000 people
of which apploximately
153 000 will be children
between the ages of

three and 11

“The malnutrition fi-
gures even before the
diought started were so
large that the drought
had little 1mpact on
them, so we anticipate
that the pioblem will
stil be with us for some
tine in spite of the re-
cent rains Operation
Hunger 1s hoping (o
dss1st as much as possi-
ble,” Mrs Frasca said

Mis Fiasca sard that
with the 1ains that have
fallen, the campaign
here would re-align 1ts
emphasts and adapt its
funetions 10 make optl-
mum use of feeding
Pragrammes in the
Changed weather e-
cumstances

We are looking at
Guite a few chanzes i1n
the functions of Opera-
tion Hungerin 1984, she
sald, noting

000

that

although food funds
were still betngi1ecelved
6n a national level,
funds would inereasing-
ly be motivated 1n 1984
towards distribution
costs Lo help the many
rural children 1n far-
flung areas who were
faced with death
through malnutrition

"Although many peo-
ple have been fed in
1983, there are many
other children who ale
not betng fed -— not only
because of a lack ot
funds, bhut also because
of the sheer impractieal
1ty and problems n
administering schemes
and distributing food "

Emphasts 1n 1984
would therefore be
placed on reaching the
rural needy through in-
stitutions such as
schools

'‘Now that the rains

have come, Operation
Hunger 1s looking at the
feasibility of gradually
phasing out family feed
Ing schemes, and placing
more emphasis on feed
ing childien through
schools and elinies

“We feel there 15 2
greater long term 1nvest-
mentinteeding chitdien
In that if a child grows
up malnoulished thrs
could affe¢t their brajn
development and lead 1o
brain retaidation

‘And if we do not see
o the welfare of the
young now, it could spel]
a grave situation for the
next generation Thele-
fore emphasis 1s moie
and more to be placed
on the young,” Mrs Fias-
ca said

One of the longer term
obj)ectives of the Opera-
tton Hunger campaign i1s
Lo enter the field of self-
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help projects as cpposed
to the hunger aid
emeilgency funcitions
first embarked on at the
height of the drought

“"Although we are not
yet fully geared to 1m-
plementing pul self-help
plojects, we ate, howey-
€r 1nvestigating the djs-
litbution of seed 1o va
rrous aieas to CIICO e
Pdients to plant and
thereby assist 1n the
feeding of ther come-
munitres, rather than re-
tying on handouts from
Operation Hunger

The past year had also
S&een practical aid pio-
Jects undertaken sueh as
the assistance In the
sinking of two wells at &t
Thomas' School o1 the
Deaf near here

However, Lhe past yeal
had also not been with-
out problems

'In some places ouw

feed

tood ard s not getting
ithrough to the peuple,
and we are investigating
this by taking the matte)
up with the relevant auy-
thorities,” Mrs Frasca
reported

Une encouraging de-
velopment i1n the cam-
Palgn tn 1983 had been
the 1emoval of ajd opn-
erdaltons 1n one atea
whote 1esidents had re-
turned to self help

“In the Peddie area, a
laige family feeding
scheme has been volun-
tartly discontinued as
they are now self-
supporting, having suc-
cesstully staited ciop
production following the
ralns

We are very happy
about this development,
and look forwaird 1o
more aredas becoming
self-sufficrent, ' Mrs
Frasca added — DDR
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PORT ELIZABETH —
The abolition of the pass
law would help to el
minate poverty among
black South Africans,
said Professor Francis
Wilson, head of the
School of Economics at
the University of Cape
Town -

He was speaking on
the Causes of Black
Poverty at a discussion
organised by the South
African Council for
Higher Education at the
weekend

Prof Wilson said the
pass law did not prevent
poverty, as some people
believed, but was a part
of the cheap labour
system

He said, however, that
the abolition of the law
had its own ambiguities,
in that 1t would lower
the wages of blacks 1n

Ly, say

the short-term

Prof Wilson said that
the educational sysiem
biases the distribution
of wealth 1n favour of
whites through the in-
herited education struc-
ture

“Any strategy against
poverty must come to
terms with education,”
he said

A land reform policy
must be developed to
overcome the clear mal-
distribution of land and
resources in the country

The drought, said Prof
Wilson, had made mat-
ters worse, but was not
the fundamental cause
of poverty among blacks.

“The rain will not end
poverty,” he said

Prof Wilson said chil-
dren under the age of
two, old people and
breadwinners between
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the ages of 55 and 65
were the hardest it by
poverty

He said his discussion
was part of the second
Carnegle 1nqguiry 1into
poverty, funded by the
Carnegie Corporation of
America, a non-
governmental institu-
tion, which had also
funded the first Carne-

gle 1nquiry

According to Prof Wil-
son, education discus-
sions were taking place
throughout the country
in preparation for a ¢on-
ference at the University
of Cape Town from April
13 to 19

He said the confer-
ence was part of the 1n-
quiry whose aim 1s to
develop independent,
non-governmental
strategiles against pover-
ty — DDC
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*Pass laws a part
of cheap labour’

Own Correspondent

®f | PORT ELIZABETH — The abolition of the pass
laws would help to eliminate poverty among blacks
it of | 1 South African, said Professor Francis Wilson,
and | head of the School of Economics at the University
1ed | of Cape Town
- He was speaking on the causes of black poverty
has | at a discussion orgamized by the South African
a1 Couneal for Higher Education on Friday might
3nt | prof Wilson said the pass laws did not prevent
{3- | poverty, as some people believed, but were a part
V- | of the cheap labour system
He said, however, that the abolifion of the pass
ty | 1aws had 1ts own ambiguities in that 1t would lower
the wages of Africans in the short-term
4 | Prof Wilson said the educational system biased
°’T' [the distribution of wedlth 1n favour of whites
0" 1 through the mherited education structure
at “Any strategy against poverty must come to terms
0 | with education,” he said
A land reform policy must be developed to over-
1t | come the clear maldistribution of land and re-
O | sources 1n the country, he said
The drought, said Prof Wilson, made matters
it | worse, but was not the fundamental cause of pover-
l- 1ty among blacks
¥ | Prof Wilson said children under the age of two,
n |old people and breadwinners between the ages of
S |50 and 65 were the most hard-hit by poverty
He said his discussion was part of the second
e |Carnegie 1nquiry inte poverty, funded by the Car-
e {negie Corporation of America, a non-governmental
t- |1nstitution *
d i According to Prof Wilson, these discussions were
t ttaking place throughout the country in preparation
o |for a conference at the University of Cape Towmn
from Aprit 13 f0 19 ..+ ¢, L ¥
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2 By PAT SIDLEY “~2xren under 15 years in South Afric SRR # woman who has charted the
\ * nwzmtﬂm_. Malt Lﬂ.w.\ malnourished d centrate and learn and hard times kept # W Eiwv ¢ ° / hw f rise m:_ﬁn fall of Em,mro. .,.ﬁm mﬂwﬁnﬂ.
OPERATION HUNGER, the SA Instituteé® The minimum cash income for a black  children out of school M MR e Ay ing mothers and quick but | St
Race Relations’ {SAIRR) programme which family of five to merely survive had been The director of the SAIRR, Mr John vL#. | %1 e o EmE recipes | Hh:”ﬁw
helps to alleviate the effects of the drought, calculated at R86 a month but the average Kane-Berman, said the institute had be- ,ﬂ M ﬁaj A
has handed over a cheque for R50 000 to the ~ famuly, according to research, was bringing come 1ncreasingly concerned that rural Wy b w -
Natal Red Cross for its KwaZulu feeding 10 only R35 a month areas and their problems had “slipped from L% - -
programmes mE:n ﬂ#m :ﬁmzﬂm: H_m_.:“_ Mrs Mars public consciousness” _, ™

Highlighting the need for assistance, Mrs stressed that their programmes were not “a 4 ¢
Inka Mars, who accepled the cheque on  case of perpetuating handouts” Assisted e Bupe Was aware 10 some extent 0! L V)
behalf of the Red Cross, said R17000 to  rural commumities generated thewr own  [° CLISIEnce 1n Giovernment per capua T o A doR
Riu bl & month was needed to help feed self-help programmes mu_.__mﬂ_o: m_“_m% e o1 Emw. m:_._ h white 4wl : m% .w,,....__,
children The drought had dramatised a situation ~ CNPUreR ih urban E.ﬂmm _ﬁ m:m .,.n_ 15 mmm A TG R— T " 2 ¥

This suim would feed 85 000 children a day of E:E:%mcam were not fully aware, Mrs Mﬁﬂ%mﬂﬂmﬁﬂm%ﬁmﬁm%z > and rire Mrs Inka Mars of the Natal Red Cross,
with one cup ot fortufied soup Mars said It served to illustrate the disad left, accepts a cheaue for RS0 000

Quoting dtellenbosch University research vantages 1ural communities suffered “People are confined to homelands by from M u_ Per| ‘
hgures Mis Ina Perlman, manager of The drop-out rate in schools among black influx control and rmgrant labour regula- rom Mrs Ina Periman of Operation
Opertion Hunger said about 2 900 600 child- rural children was particularly worrying tions,” he said Hunger Plotura GLENN MIDDLETON
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Medical Reporter

FOR the city’s poor 1t
could be healthier to hve
1n a shanty than 1n a con-
ventional brick home

Location maps for TB
show that the disease ex-

1sted mostly 1mn the over-
crowded housing estates
— and not in shanty
areas

Cape Town’s Medical
Officer of Health, Dr Reg
Coogan, said overcrowd-
ed housing schemes In
the Peninsula were a ma-

or factor in the spread
of TB

BACKLOG

He called for the im-
mediate implementation
of self-help housing to
help to solve the prob-
lem

The hnusm% backlog
was unsolvable using

high-standard housing —
“whole lifetimes were
going past with the back-

#G u}xogf& (#

a norm

log still there and getting
bigger” — and the only
solution was to lower

housing standards under
control

The high standards -
sisted upon 1n housing
schemes 1n the recent
past were partly respon-
stble for the high inci-
dence of TB The city's
huge housing backlog had
led to overcrowding as
high-standard schemes
could not keep pace with
population growth

PARADOXICAL

“It 1s not uncommon to
find 14 to 19 people occu-
pying a house intended
for three or four As far
as the medical aspects
are concerned there 1s
great overcrowding in

the City Council town-
ships ”

The paradexical point
was that in builldings of

poor quality, but where
overcrowding may not
exist, TB did not spread
so rapidly

Dr Coogan said he was

“very gratified” that self-
help housing had become
an accepted part of the

Government’s housing
policy

SERVICES

But security of tenure,
building under skilled
control and laid-on ser-
vices — parficularly wa-
ter-borne sewerage and
possibly eleciricity —
WEre necessary prerequ-
sites of any self-help
scheme

The provision of hous-
ing for all was one of the
most important factors
I the ehimination of TB

But it would be many
years before Cape Town
got the incidence down to
the standard of & Europe-
an city, he salgi{ g‘-’v -~ |
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Drought hastens pa
a family’s

By PAT SIDLEY

MOSANI MAGOPA and
her two children are
-owly starving in the
arootklip district of
1.ebowa — one of the

=vw-called “homelands”.

The drought has merely
uasiened the pace of her
family’s starvation

She doesn’t know her age,
beheves her son Jarvey 1s
about 10, and her daughter
Veronica about 4 years old

Veronica 1s the size of a |

two-year-old

They have had almost no
income and 1nadequate
food, for some years To
start with, life has offered
her few choices nflux con-
trol forces her to live in a
homeland, her husband is
dead, there are no young
men left at home to marry,

and there hardly any
jobs.
Then, last year the

drought lt Now all there 1s
to eat 1s mealie-meal
Sometimes Mrs Magopa
and her children feel full
with mealie-meal — but
that supplies them with no

protein at all, and very few
vitaming

Her income 18 _R20 a
month I began to arrive
after her husband, David,
died i a work accident 1n
1976, and she thinks the firm
sends this money to her, al-
though she 1s not quite sure

The payment could go on
mdefinitely Or 1t could stop
tomorrow

He had been a contract
worker at an Alberton fur-
mture factory for a year,
and used to send home be-
tween R80 and R100 a
month “He was killed by a
machine,” Mrs Magopa
said

Every month, she gives
R10 to the store up the road
In return, the store gives
ner a H0kg bag of meale
real every two months fo
viree months The bag costs
H25 Her “credit arrange-
igent” with the store means
that sometimes she can also

gel some tea or sugar

The only other food she
and her children eat 15 the
tiny crop of mealies from
the field outside her house

It 15 not her field — 1t
appears to be communally
owned — but she 1s allowed
to cultivate a patch of 1t

Last year there were no
mealies at all — the
drought made sure of that

In a good year, she would
have been able to fill ¢one
bag from the crop This
would have lasted three to
four months, backed up by
the mealie meal from the
store

Grootklip 15 a small com-
munity Its only orgamsed
agricultural “programme”
comprises an experimental
citrus plantation run by the
Lebowa Department of Ag-
riculture, and a small plot
of land given to the local
Black Housewives’ League
to grow maize or vege-
tables

This year, the House-
wives' League plot, fertil-
1zed and farmed with a

ce of
starvation@

Mrs Mosani
Magopa with
4-year-old
Veronica. The
Infected
Kwashiorkor
sores can be
seen on
Veronica's

| scalp.

more modern approach,
will yield twice as much as
Mrs Magopa’s plot Mem-
bers are to share the crop,
Mrs Magopa would normal-
ly not receive a cut, unless

given some

The village has one tap,
which receives only an 1n-
termittent supply of water
The only other sources are a
river a few kilometres
away — which 18 often dry
— and a well in another vil-
lage

There 15 also an uriga-
tion scheme for the agricul-
tural project, mcomplete
because there 15 no water
for it

Daughter Veromca has a
swollen belly, thin arms and
legs and a mass of iniected
and bleeding sores onh her
sparsely covered scalp

Mrs Ina Periman of
Operation Hunger, who took
the Mail to Grootklip, said
the child has kwashiorkor
— and the sores on her head
are part of the symptoms

Things were bad before
the drought for the small

family — now they are dev-
astating

Before 1t hegan, there
was water, the tiny pension
bought more mealie meal
than 1t does now, and her
own mealie crop was ade-

quate There was never any
meat or chicken or eggs, but
there was a bit of milk now
and then

In 1982 a 50kg sack cost
about R18 Last year she
was paying R20 This year
1t’s costing R25 Soon, the
price will go up yet another
7% when the latest maize
price increase filters
through to consumers

A large portion of the in-
creased costs In mealie
meal over the past couple of
years has been due to the
drought and a nattonal fail-
ure of the maize crop

The new 1ncrease, which

Mrs Magopa has yet to face,
15 a direct result of the con-
dition, which has necessitat-
ed a need to 1mport expen-
sIve IMalze

But for Mrs Magopa, the
drought boils down to a dry
tap, the failed crop mn her
back yard, and the price of
meahie meal at the nearby
store

The only work available
was occasional fruit picking
on the experimental farm,
and labour on the 1rragation

scheme Two years ago, this
brought in up to R2b a
month for five to s1x months
in the year

But last year, the iruit
crop failed and the water
dried up, and there was no
work for her at all

She should be on rehef
from an Operation Hunger
programme, and thé local
chnic 15 supposed to give
her seme fortified soup, and
mealie meal for the chNd

But, on her last triptot
clinic, she was given mealie
meal, an omntment for the
baby's scalp, and charged
20¢ for the tin of soup —
enough for a cup a day for a
month

The 20c was too much
She hasn’t been back

THE Du Toit’s of central Johannes
burg have no income except han
douts

They are desperate, miserable =
podr.

The Du Toit’'s (the names have -
changed at thewr request) are a o
white family — the drought has ' -
relafively hittle impact on their sscic
economic standing — mnstead, their - °
has been at the hands of the recessn

and the inflation rate
Mr Geoff Du Toit and his wife Emmae .-

with their four-year-old son Pieter n,
literally, one room 1n a central Johan-
nesburg flatblock

They pay R55 rent a month

If Mr Du Toit does not get a job soon, he
will not be able to pay that rent

Mr Du Toit referred several times to the
problems of blacks who he believes,
must be having a tougher time than he
IS

Pieter 1s the same age as Veronica Ma-
gopa of Grootklip, but 15 a much larger
child and physically far more active

He 1s strong and healthy and stands little
chance of suffermg severe malnutrition
— with all 1ts horrendous consequences

Mr Du Toit was a hardware salesman
until recently, but he lost the job and has
no savings

He expects to be able to get another one

and to take his family out of their miser-
able surroundings — but he doesn’t

know when

He was earming R950 a month until he lost
his job last November

The family had to move cut of their Hill-
brow flat

There was little left after paying the depo-
sit on their present room

A Christmas scooter for Pieter wiped out
the rest

So they’re relymg on handouts — mostly
from relatives

“A few rand here and there,” he said

Now, at current food prices, there 1s not a
lot they can buy to eat

In town, these food prices have largely
risen because of nflation

Drought has not yet become a major fac-
tor i overalil food price increases, ac-
cording to spokesmen for supermarket
chains and the fresh produce market.

Fruit and vegetables are, however, mar-
kedly different

The food inflation rate between November
1082 and November 1983, measured by
the Consumer Price Index, ran at about
the same as the general inflation rate
around 10,5%

But during that period, the nflation rate
on vegetables and fruit was about 13%
— mostly due to the drought, partly
because of inflation

And yet sometimes, some vegetables were

actually cheaper and m better supply
than the year before

The Du Toit’s have been largely shielded
from the direct impact of the drought,

because not all foods have been affected
all the {1ime
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If, for example, one vegetable has been
scarce and expensive, there has been
another-available as a lower-priced sub-
stitute,

Mrs Du Toit’s sister often gives her meat,

- for Pieter, because his parents ean’t
afford 1t

The Du Toit’s buy white bread, cheese,
sugar, coffee, a coffee whitener, bones
for soup (at 50c a packet), cooking oil,
margarine, and some vegetables and
fresh fruit when they can — normally at
a Hillbrow supermarket

A loaf costs Mr Du Toit 53¢ Two years ago
1t was 35¢

Again, 1t wasn’t the drought that pushed
the price up — the Government re-
moved the subsidy on white bread

“What about the Africans,” he says “They
have to hive on 1t ™

He buys two tomatoes at a time, for about
25¢ each

A fortmght ago, he asked for 20¢ worth of
potatoes — that bought him one large
one and one tmy pebble of a potato fo

,make up the weight
Potatoes and perhaps tomatoes, omons
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A different kind of famine
for.a Johannesburg family

and an orange would at some stage have

been more expensive because of the
drought — but now potatoes are sub-
stantially cheaper than they have been
for a long time

Cooking o1l prices rose by almost 50%

over the dpast year, and now the Du
Toit’s seldom use 1t

A 750ml bottle cost R1,09 a year ago and
R1,49 this month

The o1l price rose because of the maize
crop failure 1n the drought and the ex-
pelrllswe imports to make up the short-
ia

Some cheese came down in price last year

One side-effect of the drought has been the
surplus in darwy products, as cattle far-
mers moved to damrry production be-
cause of the beef surplus

So the Du Toit’s have scored from that

Cheddar cost R4,70 a kilo mn July and
dropped to R4,18 in December

The Du Teit’s are paymng about R1,49 for
2,5kg of sugar at the moment — but the
rise has been margmnal over the year

The constant maize price mcreases — 2
large part of which caused by the

e
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The “Du

25| Tolt” family
i =t in their city
__=.2%.7%=7 =5 centre room.

drought — ripple through on eggs, chick-
en and beef,

Ttie Du Toit’s do not buy those commodi-
168
If they did, the price rise would so far have

been relatively small — but 1t 18 likely to
build up further later this year
By the time Mr Du Toit finds a job, the

long-term effects of the drought will
have begun to be felt

Even so0, he will be able to escape the
worst effeets if he succeeds in earning a
reasonable salary

When the Rand Daily Mail found the Du
Toit’s a week ago, they were eating

supper onions on two slices of toast
each

The toast had been made on an ﬁqptumed
heater, which served too as the stove on
which they had heated the omons

Breakfasts for Pieter are relatively nor-
mal — his parents say he has corn flakes
at R1,09 a packet

Mr and Mrs Du Toit have coffee .

Mr Du Toit said “The kid never goes

hungry Ill always make a plan for
him ” .

——



6 The Cape Times, Tuesday, January 24, 1384

By BARRY STREEK

POOR and working-class
people would be hardest hit
by the tatest increase in sales
tax, trade umonists and aca-
demics said last mght.

It would also force a new
round of wage negotiations,
said Mr Joe Foster, general
secretary of the Federation of
South African Trade Unians
(Fogatu), the largest grouping
of independent unions

Mr David Lewis, general
secretary of the General
Workers' Lnion, said last
night s announcement made
1t quite 1mpossible for
unions to commit lhemselves

to annual adjustments 1n
wages when the government
15 able to introduce a mea-
sure as drastic as this without
prior warning and without
negotiation”

Mr Lewts also said the
“cost of military adventurism,
sanctioned by a minority, 18
uitimately borne by & major-
ity who have to pay for it”

Ms Laurine Platzky, co-or-
dinator of the Surplus Peo-
ples Project, said the deci-
sion would be “devastating”
in resettlement areas

“It means that a bag of mea-
lie meal, the staple diet, 1s
golng to have to last five
weeks 1nstead of four weeks

“People barely survive 1n
those areas and whole fam-
1l1es lwve off old-age pensions
— R114 every two months

“Now they are going to live
on even less. What can you do
on R57 a month for a whole
family?” she said

Mr Charles Simkins, a Unmi-
versity of Cape Town econo-
milcs lecturer, said the latest
research by the Southern
African Labour and Develop-
ment Research Unit {(Saldru)
showed that the medium
minimum wage — the effec-
tive income — for labourers
and unskilled workers
dropped by 4,7 percent be-
tween January 15883 and De-

i!lllllllll]li!ili‘ﬂl!

cember 1983

In that kind of context this
one percent was an addifion-
al burden to bear ’

Moreover, between May
1682 and May 1983 — the lat-
est figures — black employ-
ment had dropped by 1,8 per-
cent and it had probably
dropped further since then

This had made people

worse off
Mr Johan Marée, a lecturer

in 1ndusirial sociology at the
University of Cape Town. said
taxes were usually progres-
sive, and people with higher
incomes were usually taxed
more

Sales tax, however, had

._ﬂ___

dest hit’ by incre

something of the opposite ef-
fect It was nof{ progressive

It started making the low-
income groups pay more 1n
tax The burden also fell on
low income groups to pay
more for basic commodities

The whole approach of
sales tax was to put a heavier
tax on the poor and low 1n-
come groups — and the more
the government did this, the
less it needed to increase the
tax burden on the wealthy,
Mr Maree said.

In his reaction, Mr Foster
said the 1nerease 1n GST
would hit workers hard at a
time vof high unemployment
and high inflation,
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Mr Lewils said that in t
midst of a severe recessu
the brunt of which had be
borne by workeggs and th
families, the government |
in effect introduced a gene
price 1ncrease which wol
affect all those who were !
employed, as well as thi
who had been forced to stc
ach a decline in real wa,
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“People barely survive in
those areas and whole fam-
1l1es live off old-age pensions
— R114 every two months

“Now they are going to live
on even less, What can you do
on R57 a month for a whole
family?” she said

Mr Charles Simkins, a Uni-
versity of Cape Town econo-
mics lecturer, said the latest
research by the Southern
African Labour and Develop-
ment Research Unit (Saldru)
showed that the medium
minimum wage -— the effec-
tive income —- for labourers
and unskilled workers
dropped by 4,7 percent be-
tween January 1983 and De-

4

cember 1983.

In that kind of context this
one percent was an addition-
gl burden to bear ’

Moreover, hetween May
1982 and May 1983 — the lat-
est figures -~ black employ-
ment had dropped by 1,8 per-
cent and 1t had probably
dropped further since then

This had made peuple

worse off
Mr Johan Maree, a lecturer

1n 1ndustrial sociology at the
University of Cape Town said
taxes were ususlly progres-
sive, and people with higher
immcomes were usually taxed
more, oo

Sales tax, however, had

something of the opposite ef-
fect It was not progressive

It started making the low-
ilncome groups pay more 1in
tax The burden also fell on
low income groups to pay
more for basic commoditiés

The whole approach of
sales tax was to put a heavier
tax on the poor and low in-
come groups — and the more
the government did this, the
less 1t needed to 1ncrease the
tax burden on the wealthy,
Mr Maree said.

In his reaction, Mr Foster
sald the inerease in GST
wotlld hit workers hard at g
time *of high unemployment
and high inflation

Mr Lewis said that in the
midst of a severe recession,
the brunt of which had been
borne by workers and their
famlies, the government had
in effect tntroduced a genersl
price 1ncrease which would
affect all those who were un-
employed, as well as those
who had been forced to stom-
ach a decline 1n real wages
through the period of the re-
cession,

In Johannesburg, Mrs Leah
Tuiu, wife of Bishop Des-
mond Tutu, said she did not
think the government had
taken the lower income group
1into consideration at all
when reaching a decision

=

about increasing GST

“Most black people, and
particually domestic workers,
ﬁ: be extremely hard-hit by
this

“If housewives worked to-
gether on 1ssues such as
these, we would possibly be
more effective 1n staving off
the government We are too
used to taking things lying
down,” she said
« The national president of
the Black Housewives'
League, Mrs Sally Motlanas,
said the increase 1n sales tax
was “shocking”

She said. “This will be the
last strangliehold on the black
community I think it would

ardest hit’ by increase in GST

have been adviseable for the
government to think of stop
ping the increase of tax or
foed, because people simpl
can no longer live hke this

She sni1d the 1ssue would he
discussed at the next meeting
of the Housewives’ League

A spokesman for the Con
sumer Council said 1n a state
ment t0 Sapa in Pretoria that
the GST 1ncrease from six to
seven percent represented a
greater rate of 1ncrease than
the 1nflation rate itself

He described the decision
as “most disappointing’ and
predicted that it would not be
long before sales tax doubled
from the initial four percent

;.Il
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% Staff Reporter
WIDESPREAD calls for basye

exempted from eneral s
made following gtoday’s aar{:i

?ST will rise fo seven perce

foods to pe
tax have been
uncement that
nt on Fehruary

Campaign for

profits to repjace
caused by exg the loss in

o mpany
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mpting basic food from Er}%l‘}‘ue

, Senio .
the Housewsves’ I' vice-president of

f a country
€xempt basie fopg

She said previous requesis b
the
;he Government for basic foodytu béeeaf: : t?
rom GST, had been tyurned e
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grounds that this woujg be techmcall; ndltf?ﬁ

CXemptlion on
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(Turn to Page 3, col 1 )
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Call | to exempt
basic foodstuffs

(C ontd from Page 1)

The GST mcrease would n-
evitably lead to higher wage
mncreases which would 1in turn
be followed by a price spiral,
she added

Professor ZS A Gurzynsk,
former head of the Umversity

of Cape Town School of Eco-
nomics, saxd basic foodstuffs as
well as 1items such as children’s
. clothing below a certain price,
should either be exempt from
, GST or subject to a lower tax

*  However, he said GST should
not be computed as part of the
cost-of-living index just as in-
come fax was not included

%‘the mdex

ABOVE INFLATION

Mr Bernard Hellberg, assis-
- tant director of the Consumer
Council, said the 1c mcrease 1n
GST from 6¢ in the rand to 7c
was 1n effect a 16,6 percent in-
crease 1 GST

This was well above the cur-
rent inflation rate of less than
12 percent he said If an in-
crease was necessary, the Gov-
ernment should have put 1t up
1o 6,5c 1 the rand Although
there were no more half cents,
1t would be relatively stmply to
work out tax percentages, he
added

¢ “The Government will find 1t

i difficult to ask the private see-

¥ tor to keep price mcreases o

below the inflation rate if its

. OWN 1ngreases are higher,” he
- said

Xt f""-ﬁﬂwj_- r'ﬂi._"!i hpty SITTR e~ --

¢ Professor Brian Kantor,

* head of the School of Econom-

c 1cs at the Pmversity of Cape

~ Town, said he was not happy
with the increase

The latest Government fig-
. ures showed that revenue and
,, €Xpenditure were much 1n line
" up to December, he said

- It was not obvious that the

» tax had to be mcreased — un-
less 1t presaged a substant:al
increase in Government spend-
Ing 11 the next fiscal year

.. Mr Brian MacLeod, director
~ 0f the Cape Town Chamber of
+ Commerce, said that while the
{ 1ncrease had to be regretted, 1t
had been forced on the Govern-
ment because of over-spending
in both the pubhic and private
» sectors

HIT THE POOR

“While the increase in GST
will hit the poor, on balance it
1s to be preferred to raismng di-
rect taxation, since its overall
efiect will be to dampen de-

* mand and help to contain infla-
tion, which influences econom-
ic growth negatively ”
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‘You_cannot build
@ peace if
* hungry’

Rkb s v SHLBG

STELLENBOSCH — Ag-
riculfure’s role in peace
initiatives dominated
opening addresses today
at a two-day regional ag-

ricultural conference
here

A former American
| Secretary for Agrieul-
ture, Dr Earl Butz, said
“The truth 1s that you
cannot build a basis for

peace on hungry people

“In the next 35 years
the world population will
increase by about 35-bil-
lion and, i order to feed
1 all these people just a Iit-
tle better than now, we'll
have to double our total
food production

INCENTIVE

“We'll have fewer re-
sources to do this with,
but with the help of sci-
entific research, more
capital and icentive, we
will achieve our goals

“The most important
challenge facing man-
kind now 1s the need for
a basis for living togeth-
er peacefully, and I am
convinced that the an-
swer lies i food prod-
uction ™ -

Dr Fred du Plessis,
head of Sanlam, said “If
we want to be able to
stay on 1n this part of the
world, we will have to
impart something to-
wards the well-being of
our neighbours and en-
sure that we take the

lead 1n the production,of
food

PLANNING

“But we must recog-
nise the need for plan-
ning If we want to con-
tinue reducing surpluses
and have a role as peace-
makers, we will have to
look closely at how effec-
tively we can inerease
food production

“If we do not expand,
we will not even be able
to feed our own market ”

Dr du Plessis said that
with the emphasis on 1n-
dustrial development 1n
other parts of South Afri-
ca, the Western Cape
farming community
would have to “make
sure you keep this part of
the economy gomng

“Agriculture here is
more than the backbone,
It 1s the driving force be-
hind the development of
the region”

ﬂ
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Staff Reporter

THE chairman of Pick’n
Pay, Mr Raymond Ack-
erman, said yesterday
that he would ask the
government to exempt
five basic foods —
bread, milk, mealie
meal, flour and Sugar —
from General Sales TaX

Mr Ackerman Wwas
reacting to the an-
nouncement by the Min-
1ster of Finance, Mr
Owen Horwood, that
GST would be increased
by one percent to seven
i:tercent from February

Mr Ackerman said he
would also lead a cam-
paign for a tax Sur-
charge on company
profits to replace the
loss 1n tax revenue
caused by exemptling
basie food from GST.

He would also ask the
government to reduce
GST when the economy
recovered

The director of the
Consumer Council, Mr
Yan Cronje, said the 1n-
crease was “a cause for
disquiet” because 1t eX-
ceeded the current rate
of inflation of almost 11
percent

<A 1ncrease 1n the
tax, on luxury goods
such as'hiquor and ciga-
rettes would have been

better,” he said

Mr Cronje said he
hoped that if the GST
incerease helped to pre-
vent the current mncome
tax structure from being
altered, the increase
would eventually serve
a good purpose

“But 1t 1s a foregone
conclusion that the GST
increase will have a
marked nflationary 1n-
fluence and will cancel
the recent salary adjust-
ments,” he said

He said consumers
had confacted the coun-
il to say that had the
current GST of s1x per-
cent been collected ef-
fectively, the increase
would not have been
needed

Mr W S Yeowart,
president of the Asso-
c1ation of Commerce
(Assocom), said the 1n-
erease was an “unpleas-
ant reality”, but regret-
ted the decision had
been taken 1n isolation

The private sector had
not been able to form a
definite view of whether
the decision was Justi-
fied or not, he said

He also said the high
levels of State spending

this vear required ' 1m- '

mediate financing, and
GST was the obvious
widely-based source
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Political Correspondent

THE Progressive Feder-
al Party yesterday op-
posed the increase in
GST from six to seven
percent as an inflation-
ary measure which
would hit poor people
hardest

Mr Harry Schwarz, op-
position spokesman on
finance, also accused
the government of bad
budgeting and said
ather sources of
finance, such as loans,
could have been used
instead of next month’s
tax mmcrease

“This 1ncrease hits
lower-income groups
hardest and perpetuates
the evil of taxes on food-
stuffs and other essen-
frials, which we have
always said should be
exempt,” he said

“We concede that the
government needs more
money, but the guestion
1S whether those who
can least afford 1t
should be the ones to
pay”

In an interview on
SATV, the Minister of
Finance, Mr Owen Hor-
wood, last night singled
out the drought and
heavy spending on de-
fence as two reasons for
the increase in GST

Mr Horwood sad
“The economy was 1n 1its
worst state since the
general depression”
and this was a “result of
the downswing through-
out the world” and the
Inability of most of
South Africa’s trading
partners to register “a
full and meaningful re-

Schwarz:

covery”

Mr Schwarz s
government should con-
centrate on ending sub-
stantial GST abuses,
making sure every cent
due at the present rate
was collected

The PFP was also con-
cerned about the 1nfla-
Lionary effects of the tax
Increase at a time when
combating 1inflation was
supposed to be a prior-
1ty With other increases
1m administered prices
in the pipeline, he be-
heved drastic steps
would have to he taken
to hold inflation to its
present 10 percent this
year

“If we don’t bring in-
flation down now, and
we move 1nto an eco-
nomic upswing next
year, inflation will rise
even faster”

The basic problem
was that the government
had not provided in last
year's budget for the
full projected rise 1n ex-.
penditure over the year.
The PFP had said so &t
the time and had now
been proved right

Two of the main rea-
sons for additional ex-
penditure were drought
relief and military oper-
ations 1n Angola As the
extent of the drought
was largely known when
last year’s budget was
presented, and military
operations could have
been foreseen, both
should have been pro-
vided for

® GST increase under
fire, page 15




* GST on basics

I By GERALD REILLY
Pretoria Bureau

| THE Association of Cham-
hers of Commerce — which
has been a supporter of GST
with no exemptions — 1s {o
mvestigate the ments and
dements of dropping the tax
for basic necessities.
Assocom has argued at low
rates of tax, the adrmmsira-
: tive cost of exemptions
would outweight the benefiis
The study wili be conduc-
ted by Assocoms taxiog com-
\ mittee, with possible assist-

ance from academics
The study will look 1nto the
reasons for the persistent 1n-
| creases 1n GST, the scope of
exemptions for certain com-
' modities the cost of admuinis-
tering GST 1n the event of
exemptions and the implica-
‘ tions for State revenue.

Asscom’s investigation
comes at a time of mounting
prescure on the Government
to remove GST on basic foods
and other necessities

The urgent need for scrap-
ping GST on basics like bread

I

2] 0:2,9 f
ﬁ{ﬁﬁg

and milk has been made re-
peatedly by the Housewives
League, the Trade Umion
Council of South Afrca and
the Progresstve Federai Par-

ty

So far, the Mmster of
Finance, Mr Owen Horwou,
has rejected the pleas on the
grounds of “admumistrative
difficilties”

But the 1ssue has become
more urgent since Tuesday's
announcment that GST s to
be raised by another 1% to
1% from February !

Economusts powted out
yesterday that an extra 7%
on basic foods was a heavy
burden for lower income
earners

Poverty tn South Africa
had spread since the start of
the recession nearly (wo |
years ago The scrapping of
the 7% tax on basics would

bring real relief to thousands
of black famulies and pen-
siopers of all races, it was |

argued
® Sce Page 4
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Operation Hungcr@ﬂ
launches foqéd bank st

By Anthnﬂy Duigan Z_k:? ( cnnce::g and at least one supermarket

Operation Hunger, the national relief

agency, 1s to link with major food con-

cerns to launch a food bank as a clear-
ing house for food surpluses which wili
then be redistributed to starving peo-
ple. ]
The bank, baseﬁ on an 1dea 1n the
United States for directing the bilhions
of dollars of wasted food to good use,
was formally launched 1n Johannes-
burg today

“The 1dea 15 to prevent the wastage
of surpluses, which seems to oceur 50
often, and put all food to the best use 1n
areas where 1t 15 most needed,” said
Mrs Ina Perlman, manager of Opera-
tion Hunger

“We believe that if the surpluses 1n
South Africa are put to maximum use
they could make an enormous impact
on the actual need for hunger relief
What we need 1s for all the food pro-
ducers and marnufacturers to get to-
gether to make this work ”

Mrs Perlman said several major

chain, Checkers, supported the setting
up of the food bank

Products to be collected by the bank
would mnclude packaged food that had
been wrongly labelled or packed, over-
runs of some lines and possibly food
that was past 1ts expiry date but within
safety limits, she added

“There will be no question of the
food bank taking any deteriorated
foodstuffs,” Mrs Perlman said

She expressed concern about the
drought and hunger 1n several parts of
the northern and north-eastern Trans-
vaal, where subsistence maize Crops
are failing through lack of ramn and
where official food relief programmes
have run out of funds and supplies

“Instead of being able to cut back

our food relief to areas likke Bochum |

and Subiaco mn Lebowa and 1n the rural
areas north of Giyani in Gazankulu —
something I hoped to do after March
— it seems we may have {o increase
aid,” said Mrs Perlman, who has just
returned from a trip to these areas.
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Anger at ‘squander’, burden on poor

ANGRY Teleletters call-
ers attacked the govern-
ment, and the Minister of
Finance in particular,
- yesterday on the latest
general sales tax in-
crease..

it P "
““Dhe ﬁwﬁpmmm;u ofy®
Finance should be

asked to resign,” said
Mr A Sufi of Athlone
ﬂ natural wealth, but mal-
lions are being squan-

war 1n which 1nnocent
youngsters are being
killed and the people
are belng left to carry
the finanecial burden
Mrs ¥ Forshaw of
Lakeside said “It 1s 1n-
1quitous that a Minister

““Thts 1s-a country of*

i dered on a senseless ™

of Finance shouid re-
sort to robbing the poor
He should be thrown
out forthwith If he put
extra taxes on tobacco
and alcohol, however,
he might do some good.”

Mrs I E Collinson of
Goodwood also called
for heavier taxation on

tobaceo and alecohol

rather than on food

Mr Ivan Sylvester of
Brackenfell said “It 1s
the people who have no
say 1n the government
who suffer most under
this taxation ™

*“The government has
been digging this coun-
try’s grave since 1948
and this 1ncrease 1n
sales tax 1s just another

spade In reality, 1t 1s
having to raise more
funds to keep eighteen-
year-olds fighting in the
bush on the border of a
country that doesn’t be-
long to us,” said Mr R O
York of Pinelands

“It just does not pay to
save any more,” said
Miss A Duncan of South-
field. “One bhattles to
build up a savings
account only to be taxed
on it and then again on
anything purchased
with it This means
we're taxed twice on the
same mohey ”

Miss Meisie Olivier of
Guguletu said: “This
drought also affects us

Where are we going o

turn to make good our
own losses?”

Mrs D Dixon of Ronde-
bosch said “It 1s a das-
grace the way the poor
people of this countiry
are being made poorer
to keep the rich richer
If the country 1s 1n such
a finaneial mess, why
can’t MPs reduce their
own salaries?”

“Our wages are gowng

5 EEEE T e —
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nowhere these days,”
said Miss Florrie Oliver
of Bakoven ““The
droughts are God’s
work, so why should we
workers have to pay?”

Miss S Gamaroff of
Mowbray said “Food 1s
a necessity and not a
luxury, and should
therefore not be taxed
Our money 1s being used
to build a laager and
the word ‘defence’ 1s be-
coming offensive The
government should put
the millions of rands to
better use than ammuni-
tion.”

Mr Mike Saunders of
Caledon said ‘“While
the 1ncrease 18 probably
a necessity, the govern-

ment’s timing, as usual,
15 bad and the warning
insufficient ”

“The whole tax situa-
tion should be re-
viewed,” said Mrs S Ro-
man of Lotus River “It
1§ r1diculous that we
have to pay sales tax, 1n-
come tax and a loan
Hmﬂuﬁuu

Mrs G Arendse of Lo-
tus River estimated that
“a woman has to work
for four or five months a
yvear just to pay the tax-
ation on her family’s liv-
1ng costs”

“The government’s ac-
tions are becoming
worse than commu-
nism,” said Mr E Barros
of Bonteheuwel *“The

government just does
what 1t wants to, without
considering the man-in-
the-street, as i1n this lat-
est tax increase”

Mr Charles Grover of
Constantia said that the
front-page headline of
Tuesday’s Cape Times
was misleading “Sales
tax 1s, 1n reality, rising
by 16,6 percent, which 1s
one percent on 51X per-
cent One percentage
point would equal 6,1
percent

If you wounld like to
comment on these views
or any other tfopic, tele-
phone Teleletters on
T24-2233 extension 216
between 9am and noon
today.
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Mr WILLIE PIENAAR, a former mayor of Benoni who owns a sawmill and pallet factory in

Thornhill, outside one of five housing units on his farm. This is not exactly what he envisages

for the workers at Thornhill as he would like to see brick and mortar homes replacing the
shacks pictured below.
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A FORMER Mayor of Ben-
oni, Mr Willie Pienaar, has
a vision of the sleepy vil-
lage of Thornhiil, 41 kio-
metres west of Port Elza-
beth, being turned into a
hive of industrial activity
with the workers hving 1n
kibbutz-type accommoda-
tion dotted on the hills of
his farm

Most of the people are
unemployed uniess they
work for farmers on a sea-
sonal crop basis or unless
they work in Port Eliza-
beth

Mr Pienaar, who retired
to Port Elizabeth from the
East Rand seven years ago,
started a sawmill and pal-
let factory n Thornhill
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By SHIRLEY PRESSLY

from scratch 18 months
ago

He converted timber
treating plant 1nto his new
factory which now employs
70 workers

The jobs he can offer are
badly needed 1n the com-
munmty and every Monday
sees a queue of hetween 50
and 60 people seeking jobs
at his factory About 60%
are coloureds

Thornhill might soon be
declared alocal area with a
master plan tncluding zon-
mngs for local authority,
business, education, open
space, housmg, ndustrial
and Government use

The application for dec-
laration as a local area has
already been approved by
the Dias Divisional Council
and 1s currently with the
Provincial Admimstration
in Cape Town awaiting the
approval of the Adminis-

trator

The master plan makes
provision for 20 hectares of
industrial land at Thornhill

Mr Pienaar, who owns a
large tract of land to be
zoned for industrial use,
said he had applied to the
Decentralisation Board 1n
Pretoria for the Thornhill
area to be decentralised,

“I don’t see why we can’t
have decentralisation
here,” said Mr Pienaar
“Decentralisation  encour-
ages industry which 1n turn
will supply work and prop-
er houstng for the workers ”
Mr Pienaar said there was

- N0 reason why all industry
¢#should be concentrated in
3 the cities

‘“Firestone i1s in the
desert 1n America,” said Mr
Pienaar, who was in the
motor trade on the East
Rand before he retired

His sawmill and pallet
business, which started out
as a “toy”, has grown into a
busy factory

It opened his eyes to the
desparate need 1n the
Thornhill area for job op-
portunities for the black
people

Mr Pienaar said he
would like to see labour-
intensive mdustries estab-
hshed in Thornhill, which
had the necessary infra-
structure and a large
labour supply available

Mr Pienaar gave the
example of one worker
from Thornhill who worked
1In Port Elizabeth where he
earned R38 a week and paid
R10 a week for a return trip
1n a pirate taxi from Port

Elizabeth to Thornhill

He said there were many
others in the same position
who spent a large part of
their wages on travelling
home at weekends

This meant they were
away from their families
during the week which was

not conducive to family
life

Mr Pienaar said Thorn-
hill was near enough to
Port Elizaheth but still had
a nice country atmosphere
and was 1deal for timber-
related industries because

of the nearby Tsitstkammma
forests

He said the workers were
forced to live hke squatters
on the farms 1n homes they

C < Poct
2511 | ¥Y

had erected themselves be-
cause there was no formal
accommodation provided
for them

Mr Pienaar said 1t would
be 1deal if housing for the
workers could be provided
through State funding but
he opposed a township type
development with chicken-
coop houses on top of each
other

He said the residents
should be given enough
ground to grow vegetables,
keep chickens and maybe a
goat

Municipal water had
been laid on to Thornhill
and Escom electricity was
available

There was no waterborne
sewerage and septic tanks
wotuld have to be used

Mr Pienaar said each
house should have a shower
and toilet attached

Mr Tony Ward, chairman

of the Thornhill Civic Asso-
ciation, sard an application
for Thornhill to be declared
a local area was still await-
ing approval by Province,

Thornhill village had re-
cently been pui on a mu-
nicipal water supply “We
see a local area as a good
sign for orderly develop-
ment of the village,” said
Mr Ward

Mr Ward said he hoped
that a police station, a clin-
ic and a new school would
be provided 1n the village

He said that Thornhll,
which was served by a rail-
way line and on the
national road close to
Humansdorp, was 1deal for
“manufacturing facilities”
that would fit in with the
good supply of timber and
blend 1n with the environ-
ment - i
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Sombre

By BARRY STREEK

SHOCK adult nutrition
figures have been found
among the black popula-
tion of the Karoo town
of Willowmore — worse
than those found in
Kwazulu during the
drought

More than 63 percent
of coloured and African
adult males and 24 per-
cent of the adult fe-
males 1in Willowmore

were found to be under-
weilght

The survey, by Ms No-
musa Ndaba, a nutri-
tionist who holds a Lon-
don University Masters
degree, was part of the
Second Carnegle Inqui-
ry mto Poverty

Ms Ndaba, who is to
start work against mal-
nutrition in Kwazulu
next month, conducted a
simlliar survey among
adults 1n the homeland

“] haven't worked out

al—p—_——

ot s

er repc

all results in the Kwa-
zulu survey, but I am
sure the rates of under-
nutrition are worse 1n
Willowmore,” she said

She saw 636 coloured
and African adults 1n
Willowmore and found
that about a third, 248,
had standard weights

However, 108 (24,53
percent) of the adult
womeh, were under-
weight, as were 113
(63,12 percent) of adult
men

“Therefore, 221 out of
635 adults were under-
welght, with 1s 35 per-
cent of the total adult
population,” she said

‘Extreme’

Ms Ndaba also found
that 158 women were
more than 20 percent
over standard weight
but only 13 of the men
were more than 20 per-

cent over standard
welrght

!
!

linto the nutritional

“Altogether, 171 of the
636 adults were over-
welght, which 15 26,8
percent of the popula-
tion,” she said

She deseribed Willow-
more as a “place of ex-
treme poverty”’, where
employment was very
difficult to find

In contrast to Kua-
zulu, the people in Wil-
lowmore had to depend
totally on cash i1ncome
for thewr survival, and
often 1nvalid or pension
payments were the ma-
Jor source of income

The 1nvalid grants for
coloured people were
R83 a month, while Afri-
can people recieved R98
every two months

In Willowmore, the
people had to pay Rll a
month for rents, where- |
as 1 Kwazulu the most
people had to pay was
R30 to R35 a year for the
rent of land

She had not been par-
ticularly surprised by
the results of her survey
at Willowmore, where
the environment pro-
vided. little or no sup-
port for the people -

“Wherever you look
there.are just houses,
and rock ‘At least 1n
KwaZulu you find grain
and guava trees, 1n-
creasing the people’s
ability. to survive”

‘Dreadful’

* Although a number of
studies have been con-
ducted i1nto the nutri-
tional status of children
1n different parts of

South ‘Africa, little re-
search had been done

state of adults ,

Her findings confirm
the view of the Univers-
1ty of Cape Town’s Pro-
fessor,Francis Wilson,
director of the Carnegie
Inquiry, that there 15 ex-
tensive poverty in the
rural! areas of South
Africa outside the
homelands,

Professor Wilson said
In, an 1nterview last
week that the poverty
“in many parts of the
platteland” was “quite
dreadful”
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in Karoo town

Mall Correspondept “Altogether, 171 of the 636 adults were
CAFE TOWN. — Shocking figures of overweight, which 1s 26,8% of the population *
malnutrition among black adults o the She described Willowmore as a “place of
Karoo town of Willowmore have come  extreme poverty” where employment was
to light 1n a recent survey diffrcult to find

In contrast to KwaZulu, the people 1n Wil-

They indicate that malnutrition in the town lowmore had to depend sclely on cash mcome

18 worse than in KwaZulu during the drought for therr survival and often mvalid or pension
* More than 63% of coloured and African  payments were the main source of mcome
«men m Willowmore and 24% percent of wom- The invahd grants for coloureds are R83 a

-en were found to be underweight month and R98 every two months for Afn-

The survey was conducted as part of the  Cans

Second Carnegie Inquiry into Poverty by Ms in Willowmore the people had to pay R11 a
Nomusa Ndaba, a nutritionist who hoids a  mMonth rent, whereas in KwaZulu the most

'London Umiversity masters degree people had to pay was R30 to R35 a year for
Ms Ndaba, who 1s to start fighting malnu- th?, rent of land
trition 1n KwaZule next month, conducted a In KwaZulu the people can find wild fern

simthar survey among adults 1n the territory ~ @nd wild fruits and they can keep some hive-

tock

“I haven't worked out all results in the SO

KwaZulu survey, but I am sure the rates of th But ml;w llowmore the people who live in
undernutrition are worse in Willowmore,” e townships can’t keep chickens Those who

have jobs get very low wages and evervone
:.She said ¢ ry
She saw 636 coloured and African adulisin 12, 0 depend on the shops

Willowmore and found that 248 — about a thes hfegﬂm"“;fh‘fli’; p;;gil;la;iy %ﬁ‘fﬂﬁiﬁ

third — had standard weights where the environment provided little or o
However, 108 women (24,53%) were under- support for the people there
_ weight as were 113 men (63,12%) “Wherever you look there are just houses |
“Therefore, 221 out of 636 dults were un-  2nd rock At least 1» KwaZulu you $ind gram
derweight, which 1s 35% of the total adult and guava trees, increasing thé ability of the
population,” she said people to survive,” Ms Ndaba said

y—




- A — —_

T .y
iy

"ARE Lo e "l
-lllq!_.-_ f “mh-

;
L

-
=

-

ksl
-

Picture CHRIS MATUSZEK The Argus
Hillary Morris, voluntary co-ordin-
ator of Operation Hunger.
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GILL TURNBULL

THE long-distant line
crackled and the do-
minee’s volce sounded
far away.

“What do we have {0
do to m_._m:mw for help
from Operation Hun-
ger,” he asked

“Is there malnuiri-
tion in your area?”

“Oh yes Yesterday
we buried a young girl
who died of hunger”

The caller was phon-
ing Operation Hunger
from somewhere in the
northern Cape

Hillary Morns, Cape
co-ordinator of Oper-
ation Hunger (she
works on a purely vo-
luntary basis) stressed
that, although the
drought 1n parts of Na-
tal had broken, malnu-
trition was still rife 1n
vast areas of the Karoo
and the Northern Cape
and Bushmanland
where there had been

ONE shower of rain does not mean instant food.

Operation Hunger officials anticipate a crisis ble miux
In some parts of

again this year as the stunted maize crop again gushmanland, from Po-

dries up before reaching maturity.

no rain for eight years
In many parts, hunger
was not only the result
of the drought

In some areas around
Vredendal, farm work-
ers, who are lucky
enough to be hving on
productive farms are
still on the infamous tot
system and a head mas-
ter told visiting Oper-
ation Hunger officials
that out of 90 chiidren,
only seven had not been
raised on wine

In other areas, the
copper mines are lay-
ing off workers who
then have no alterna-
tive employment and
nowhere to go — except
down to Cape Town
where they are expect-
ed to swell the already

-_ ppr— ——-w T

T

overty stricken popu-
ation and contribute to
the housing shortage

As tuberculousis has
reached epidemic pro-
portions already among
the poor 1n the Cape,
authorities are con-
cerned about the possi-

, fadder to Springbok,
farms are being aban-
doned by their white
owners, and the work-
ers, who have lived
there for generations,
are left destitute

Operation Hunger
was formed 1n 1981
when the Red Cross and
soclal workers became
concerned about ex-
freme poverty among
the coloured and black
population 1 South Af-
rica

Admimstered by the
Institute of Race Rela-
tions, after the official
drought hit the country,
all activities were 1n-
tensified

Hillary said a super-
market chain responded
to the call for help and
a food bank was set up
Large quantities of non-

erishibles were col-
ected and trucked up
to the stricken areas
where they were dis-
tributed by communty
leaders

The problem now 18
that in December when
an end to the drought
was announced, the su-

ermarket stopped col-
ecting food and yet the
need 1s just as as des-
perate as ever

After discovering
widespread malnutri-

tion among school chil-
dren in the country dis-
tricts, Operation
Hunger launched a
school feeding pro-
gramme

Special protein soup
powder was manufac-
tured for the organisa-
tion by one of South Af-
rica’s giant
corporations, which
then subsidised the
product

Thousands of platte-
land children are now
being fed at school and
once again, head mas-
ters and church mims-
ters, as well as the par-
ents themselves, are
involved 1n the pro-
grammes

“People don’t like to
feel they are receiving
charity so we have 1-
volved the communities
themselves 1n the
schemes,” Hillary said

Two well knowr
South African come
dians living overseas
and now bhack on holi
day to do a show, Mag
gie Soboil and Frank
Lazarus, have respond
ed to the call for funds
for food 1n the poverty
stricken areas and are
donating the entire pro
ceeds of their opening
night at the Nico Malar
Theatre to Operatior
Hunger

Also starring 1n the
show will be Sophi¢
Mgecina who has beer
playing Poppile Non
gena in New York

The show opens or
February 9 and ticket
will cost R3, R% an¢
R750 and will be avail
able from Computicket
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distributes food to the homeless 1n Duncan

The allocation was fwo tins per person

illage

vV

M

a member of Afesis welfare organisation,

Mr Henry Kroutz,
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Homeless people in Ndende Street, Duncan Village, queue for tinne
Administration Board (Ecab) officials.

There’s no place like .7 Children play in the ruins

N aﬂﬁ
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Back from the brink. Mrs Bellina Makhanye (nght) stands with her
five children and their saviour, Sister Purie Baloyi (sithing left) The

Chance meetin
~ . S o
to starving

‘By Anthony Daigan

| A chance meeting on a
 dusty road in Nqutu,
{ northern kwaZulu, be-
| tween a ragged little
i boy suffering from
{ malnutrition and a
{ Sandton woman has
| brought hope and a fu-
¥ ture to a family whose
| plight was almost be-
 yond redemption.

The heart-warming

1 story of six-year old
| Bongani Makhanya and
iy s family, all caught
| in the grip of starva-
| tion, was told by the
| woman who cared
§ enough not to pass by.

“About the middle of
last year my husband

| and I were visiting
| friends near Nqutu
| when I we saw this lit-
i tle boy i the road,”
Y said Sister Purie Ba-
| loyi who works at the

Witkoppen Chnie be-
yond Fourways, Sand-
ton.

“"He was so malnour-
ished and he began
singing for us hecause
he could see we were
from Johannesbhurg
and must have money.”

Sister Baloyi, who
had to be persuaded to
tell the story, asked lit-
tie Bongam to take her
to lus brothers and sis-
ters.

“They were living in
a hut at Nondweni and
all of them looked
awful — distended
tummies, ears cozing
puss and there was just
no food anywhere tg be
seen,” she said.

“1 took the first born
in the family — 11-
year old Sibuko — who
seemed to be critically
malnourished and

asked the mother if 1

e

could take her back to
Johanneshurg for
treatment.”

At the Baloyi home
in Witkoppen, Sibuko
began her slow recov-
ery “For days nothing
but water came from
ker stomach when she
went to the toilet, she
was so weak ”

But within a fort-
mght she had filled out
and started at the
nearby Witkoppen Pri-
mary Schoel.

In October Mr and
Mrs Baloyr went back
to Nondweni, taking
clothes and food for
the rest of the Makhan-
ya family — and found
the situation worse
than ever.

“The only thing in
the hut was a bucket of
water. There was no
food and no money for

food Nething. I man-

aged to get the whole
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children are {at the back, from left) Sibuko (12), Siphiwe (8), Phumu- |
lan (in his mother’s arms) and (in front) Sabelo (3) and Bongani (6). |

family — mother, two
boys and two girls —
admitted to Nqutu Hos-
pital for treatment of
their malnutrition,”
Sister Baloyi said,

“Shortly after we
were discharged two
months later,” Mrs
Bellina Makhanya said,
“my husband came
home — he only had
work for four months
— and told us there
was no food so we
must go.”

Now without home
or food, Mrs Makhanya
wrole to her Good Sa-
maritan,

“We went down and
fetched the whole fam-
1ly — one of the chil-
dren was already saf-
fering from mainutri-
tion again — and
brought them back to
laive with us. We had

to do 1. Otherwise,

what would have hap-

pened to these people?”’ |
Mrs Baloy: said. :

That was two weeks
ago One of the chil- }
dren, three-year old |
Sabelo, still has the dis- |
tended tummy which is |
the mark of malnutri- |
tion But, with the re-
silience of youth, all
the young Makhanyas
seem well on the way
to becoming normal,
healthy children.

And the future”? “We
bave a house near Ly-

denburg and want to
take them there so

they ecan have a place
of their own.

“Also, it will perhaps |
give Bellina a chance |
to get out and work in |
the fields, something |
she really wants to do,” i
said Mrs Baloyi, small %
of stature but with a }
big heart that makes |
the world seem a bet- §
ter place to be in "
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Americans

living below s/»[sy
the poverty line

BOSTON — Hunger has re-
turned to America because of
unemployment and government
tpuhcy, according to a study re-
‘leased yesterday that differs
sharply with recent conclusions
“of-a White House task force

‘- The educationists, physicians,
religious leaders and social
workers who conducted the
“study concluded that malnutri-
Ltmn has also spread to new

* groups of Americans. "

"% “We have found that hunger 13

widespread and inereasing,” the
-authors wrote
.~ The 112-page report of the
Citizens’ Commuassion on Hunger
in New England blamed infla-
‘tion, unemployment and govern-
ment policy.
It added “We have found con-
crete evidence of hunger 1n

+ every state we looked at”

At the White House, the depu-
ty Press secretary, Mr Marln

- Fitzwater, said no one in ihe ad-

minmistration had seen the re-
port

The President’s Task Force
on Food Assistance announced
last month that it could find no
evidence of “rampant hungér”
and saw no need for new assis-

. Yance programmes,

The commission said 1ts Har-
vard-based members and staff

. conducted five months of inves-

reviewed every publhic and pri-
vate study of hunger in the Unit-
ed States since 1980

“American Hunger Crisis”,
calls on Congress to. increase
funding for federal programmes
that affect hunger,

‘““Bunger is widespread
enough from a medical perspec-
tive to be an epidemic,” said Mr
Brown, who released the find-
ings at news conferences In
Washington and Boston.

The report did not give any
estimate of the actual number
of hungry Americans. But 1t said
all the evidence gathered
showed an increase 1 poverty
and hunger over the past five
years.

“Hunger in America 1s no
longer confined to the tradition-
ally poor,” the commaission re-
ported. “They have been joined
by other Americans, those who
were not poor and not hungry
several years ago”

Mr Brown cited federal fig-
ures that show more than 34
million Americans hve below
the official poverty line, the
highest proportion since 1965.

The 25 commussion members
included Dr Julus Rmhmand a
former US surgeon general
Professor Hubert Jones; dean”of
the Boston Umvemty-fSchooP of
Social Work, Catholic+Bishop

~ tigation 1n New England Its
. clairman, Mr Larry Brown of

" thf Harvard School of Public and food pantries. — Sapa-Asso-
P Health, said the members also ciated Press.

Timothy Harrmgton, and phys-
1c1ans and directors of charities
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-Focus on Karoo poverty: i/
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¥Focus on Karoo ,__.Botmn_nu‘
Water a problem
for Rietbron too

“When that happens
we have to fetch water
1n town about a quarter
of an hour’s walk
away,’’ complained
Siena Barends, a mum
with 20 mouths to feed

The water has to be . R _r
fetched 1n containers s e ae Ry 0w - 3 -

'Focus on Karoo poverty  Focus on Karoo poverty

L

SIENA Barend’s
mud-and-brick Riet-
bron home is not
large. At night it is a
bit of a crush just to
accommodate her
five children, two
grandchildren, her-

Emﬂwﬁoz location
1 esidents also have a
water problem

THE second Carnegie Investigation into Poverty and Development in
Southern Africa Is well under way. Directed by Professor Francis wil-
son of the Unlversity of Gape Town's South African Labour Develop-
ment Research Unit, the investigation is an attempt to probe all as-
pects of poverty and has taken researchers to many
‘‘forgoifen’’'corners of South Africa. The wWillowmore-Rietbron-8teyt-
Jerville area of the Little Karoo is one such area currently being invesg-
tigated by Saldru rasearch officer Wilfred Wentzel. Cape Herald siaff-
er Brendon Roberts spent just three days there with Mr Wentzel on

For a start, the en-
tire location — consist-
ing of over 100 families
— has only three taps,

o odeaa w R

[ | 1n gl T ol il T e T

sifuated on one perim-

to fetch and carry donit e~ 4 . g . a
scope for privacy.
| water
2, “So we just carry M, - m ! T said amused at m looking sjambok, “and that happens and we will
j Secondly, one of the rest for a while, and PR AL mﬁwm anyone else came 10 g0y of ¢ order _m _.m_m.,bamn » be rd w% the responsibil-
] 3 M . y, 1t would create pons)
{ taps has been out of or- carry agaii o problems Big ﬁdnzm_ﬁm How to fit them all 1n? Siena has got used to 1ty and the problem ’
| der for a long time now | ? « But Siena has an even It was beyond my  cooking for over 20 peo- Siena 1s not the only
i _ resulting 1 a bigger Then too, like the wa- ! g ~ 7 bigger heart namﬁwmum:m_n: ple but finding something  one living 1n Rietbron 1n
crush on the other two ter tn so many other s The problem 1s the Well, at might we to go into the pot 15 not  grossly overcrowded con-
{ taps Little Karoo villages, __w 2 ) scores of children from place mattresses on the  all that easy ditions 1n order to make
| the water 1n Rietbron 18 ‘ I ’ farms 1n the district who floor and they sleep four The family’s only 1n- 1t possible for farm chii-
d Now the real prob- brackish But unhike the - R RN attend the local school to a mattress” come 15 her husband’s dren to attend school |
f lem arises when there peopie of Steyterville ry sy They cannot travel to And what about monthly pension and the But Rietbron’s real
{15 no wind © who can buy drinking and from school daily homework? R5 a week he earns, 0C-  {ragedy 15 that a few
_ . water at R1,70 a 44-gal- - . N and there 18 no boarding “We have three large casionally, for light gar-  vears ago the old boys’
g Just how does the lon drum, the people of |- , o ! school 1n Rietbron tables and. at might Mmm dening duties in town boarding school, former-
| wind affect the water Rietbron have no such ﬂ So they have to find a 11 hoarders and e The children recélveé 1y the home of up to 200
1 cunply? you ask ¢ 1 to st the al- carders and my OoWn  ahout Ri9 a month from
pply” ¥ option place to stay in the a four school-going chil-  their Department of I white farm clildren, was
o ready overcrowded dren sit around the ta- eir Department of In- pyt yp for sale — for
4} Sumple The water It’s brack water or _ . location bles d h ternal Affairs boarding  R7p0 Nobody wanted to
2 || for the taps 1s supplied nothing So we just | q L mmx UE.H“m ' ﬁmpﬂ home-  pursaries and this has 10 pyy — nobody that was
.|— _mm .—UH\. m ﬂEAHl QH.HH-. m= ﬁFHHHHHV : m.d.m .H ﬁu A_.HH._HH—W — _..u___ aﬂm n Ty r——— _ i . ot R R A RS . - - mopmumwm ﬂ.ﬁwH- Mﬂ WEH- —.m ._”. ﬁﬂﬂwmﬂ m:. ﬁrm:... muﬂﬁm—.—m_mm. ._.u.._,:_,.—.._m_u ﬁw._—m.__“. Hm
;H  So, no wind, no water. Barends said ® EVERYBODY has to fetch and carry water around here . .. Siena decided to do her CONFINED Enmsusm food, clothing 5o they brought in the
| : . bit Into her crowded Just how does she muﬂ:ca m_. Lief bulldozers and razed 1t to
A m } o e } Q » w %. e ‘.\ ¢ ° w WQEM_ she ﬁm__nnﬁmn 11 mange to maintain disci- m“_mnmm _Mnﬂw_mwm_“mm n:.w_a the ground A spanking
- —— oarders — all of them  pline with 15 mischie- " new boarding school was
v_m mQﬁhzm ‘m Q‘ S‘O\ c h m Q N the children of her  vous youngsiers confined aﬂmﬂ _ﬂu home Eﬂrm bult for some of the 18
.mm | THEY sat around Isak I “An | daughters and her broth-  to such a tiny space” ﬂmm wum , cunrm N mon e Wiite children attending
&Y | g T d this 1s when the “At least we get the er who work on three ‘Sometimes 1t gets dif- ut Siena 1s hoping for  the wiute school
mw | Juries’s two-roomed £ ;ﬁiﬁ,mwﬁ*ﬁmzﬁm . Ny o : problems arise,”” ex-  chance of hving with our distant farms ficult and the children permanent relief “I be- Things like that hap-
1 bouse w&mﬁum, The sev- } ~oos = -+ .m iy M. £ " .- = apo| plamed Isak. families for part of the “That’s nothing, last fight and argue but i  leve they intend bmlding  pen 1n the forgotten, sun-
‘ en-man team had just re- R SRR TR ! "o L BORROW year,” a young member Yyeal I had 14 extra chil- have a solution,” she said 2 boarding home soon tortured dorpies of the
i turned from a two-and-a- R N O Rt WIS « sitting 1o the doorway dren living here,” she pointing to a fearsome- I'll be very glad when Raroo
5 half day stint on a § . ‘., "™ ._Imwmw YA A AT A0S B When we are away  gaid soberly. R e —-
A nearby farm. , R gl an & IR _@Hf L TR rom home for more Isak took ever as fore- R LT
The fine layer of goat’s / IR S N S I N .w than a week, our families 19y when his brother
hair on their trousers be- L T . }i .m - waage, §  sometimes run out of who 1n turn had E_Em
| .trayed therr trade. S It ot e - F ﬂ_L . :ﬂlq_ Wieik ] food and money They  gyer from his father, de-
They are the sheepand ¥ - {74 % =5 " LR usually telephone us o0 cided to quit “I didn’t
. goat shearers of Riet- g oo mw Lo e - LT R B the farm and we borrow  ant the job,”” he
» bron — one of four teams R R A e money from the farmers  expiained _
“”...H_ from the location — and a&:#ﬁ:gweﬁ,f Lo . fy 4 roo H__.___. | ...ﬁ_.___ .t 1 This 1s also deducted
4 among the the very few e L R o from our pay and that THANKLESS
NN who find employment 1n leaves our farmhies short “There is no joy beng
Y the environs of this tiny ® AT home In Rletbron. once agai " a foreman We all get
) Karoo village. ) Team foreman Isak paid 25¢ a sheep and 1
The economics of t1me together that we 1n any case, the meat — Juries, 39, a father of  get no extra Then I have
| shearing are quite work 1n a year, 1t works when we receive It — three, started shearmmg  to put up with the farm-
- g simple out to about etght has to be shared among at the age of 14 as a  ers’ wrath when the ani-
e The farmers set the months’ continuous the seven members who member of s father’s  mals get cut and the
. % price — currently 25c an work,” the youngest and try to bring most of it team “It took a sohd six problems when the men
i animal — and the — as everyone acknowl- home for their families”  weeks of work for me to don’t pitch up It's a
E shearers have no say in edged — the fastest Sometimes the team learn my trade and I  thankless job”
b4 the matter member of the team  are away from home for have done nothing but “Until what age can
-4 During “die lang dae” maw_m_nmn two-week stretches. They  shearing since.” one continue shearing?”
.ﬂ — summer — the The only extra in- sleep 1n the shearing “In Rietbron, there 1s I asked the grey-haired
come we receive 1s the sheds and cook their own just nothing else to de. member — a man 1 his

T
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“Some people have
wheelbarrows to trans-

shearers work from 6 am
to to 7 pm and manage to
cshear between 256 and 35
anymals a day.

“This means we earn
between R6 and R9 a
day, on average three to
four days a week,” saud
Isak.

_ “Jf you aidd all the

slagding,” Isak said
“The farmers slaughter a
sheep for us once we
have sheared 300
animals

“But that doesn’t mean
we eat lots of meat Not
all jobs require so many
sheep to be sheared and,

P

food

Because they are paid
only at the end of the
job, they have to buy
food — at inflated prices
— from the farmers.
This gets deducted from
the little they earn when
they get paid.

Beside the 30 or 30
shearers, the rest of the
men around here are €i-
ther old or unemployed
Those who are working
have to live away f{rom
home for most of the
year,” an elderly mem-
ber explained.

self and her husband
in the two bedrooms,
leaving very little

fifties

He smiled patiently.
“When you've worked for
decades bent over Wwrig-
gling ammals in the in-
tense heat, inhaling ani-
mal hair, you don’t get
old. You get TB first,” he
said resignedly.

his most recent visit to the area put nevertheleszs came back horri-
fied by the wretchedness of the conditions. This Is the second part of
two-part series on his impressions.




® ONE big happy
family . . . Siena
Barend (fourth from
right) with some of
the many members
of her family and
boarders who make
up her household of
20 people — all
crammed into a
two-bedroomed
home. Last year,
she says, she had
even more staying
there ...

IF you want to know what apartheid in education _
means, go to Rietbron, a tiny village on the wide
open sun-tortured plans of the Karoo.

L There rare {wo schools In the town

- The white' school has 11 classrooms, a school
hall and well-maintained playing facilhities

| In the rmd 1940’s, at 1its height, 1t accommeodated

f

450 pupils from Sub A to Standard 8
Today, it 1s there for the benefit of 18 children

“And most of those are ‘imported’ from other
towns to justify retammng two teachers,” a middle-

aged white mother confided |
As you would expect, things at the coloured (

, school n the location a few hundred metres from
the white school, are very different

The school has[tu ,accommodate_ 280, pupils 1n
four classrooms’ “And af ¢ompulsory -education®
|| were enforced ‘today, we would have at least 100
extra pupils to accommodate,” one teacher

estliﬁatgd

| FACILITIES

There are no extra facilities like the white
school’s science laboratory and the playmg facih-
ties — well, even the amemty-starved Rietbron-
| ners regard those as a bit of a joke

To avoid the situation in which 70 ctuldren, on

| average, would have to be accommodated 1n each

schoolroom at any given time, the school runs a

' double-shift system |

Now because the second shift starts while the

first 1s still 1n session, the early shift pupils have

to complete their lessons in the shade of the one
large tree mn the playground

ATTENTION ° :

“It’s murder to retain the children’s attention
| outside,” the teacher complamed “We have to hold
over those lessons — like reading and religious 1mn-
struction — which don’t require the children to
{§ write” * *

I A local businessman has a solution so simple
i} one wonders why nobody thought. about 1t before
/l ~ +“They should swop schools After all, we are liv-

ing n a time of a new digspensation "
‘Apparently not'so 1n Rietbron
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WATER does not
come cheaply for the
residents of drought-
stricken Beaufort
West.

But many people of this
Karoo town were more than
a little shocked when they
recewved their latest water
accounts

One unfortunate man was
presented with a bill for
more than a R1000 And 10
others were informed that
they would have to pay
amounts ranging between
R200 and RS00

They are all refusing to
pay until the authorities
conduct a thorough
investigation

To cope with the drought
there the mumicipality of
Beaufort West decided late
last year to ration water,
banning, among other
things, the use of garden
hoses

To drive their water-sav-
ing scheme home, the au-
thorities imposed a fine of
R5 for every thousand litres
used 1n excess of 18 000 a
month

Said Deputy Town Clerk,
Mr J Myburgh “There was
nothing else we could do
Faced with the crippling
drought we simply had to
save water 1n one way or
the other

“And because we could
not rely on people to save
water on thetr own, we de-
cided to impose fines”

Mr Denms Fortuin, a
building cantractor, who
owns plots, houses, a farm
and restrooms 1n the area
said he was “flabbergasted”
when he received his bill
last week

“ My water account
amounted to R103129,” he
said

“l cannot work out how
they arrived at thus higure
The rest rooms account for
between 1 500 and 1 800
itres of water which comes
to R5 62 For my house,
which has a toilet, a double
kitchen washbasin as well as
5 bathroom with a shower,
the hill comes to RJ 68

“1 do not know how they
calculated the other R831”

‘1f the municipality
claims that a leaking out-
side tap is the reason for the
high bill, they are talking
nonsense because the grass
around the tap 1s bone dry "

Mr Fortuin said he also
received an account for
R128 for another house
which the tenant hardly
occupied

He 1s adamant that he
will not pay the bill

Mr Gert van Wyk has to
pay R400 Before the restric-
fions his average payment
was R40

In December, the first
month of the restrictions his
account shot up to R1%50
which he paid

This week he said Thev
must think 'm mad 1if they
believe I'm going to pay
them R400, he said
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@ ALL good things
come to an end! This
most certainly was the
case when Cape Her-
ald invited the the 12
finalists in our Bahy
Compelitiors™to 2 grand
prize=giving function
recently. Lively
Amandia Dougan [cen-
tre} walked off with
the title of Cape Herald
Baby of the Year and
the first prize of R500.
Second prize of R250
went to wide-eyed
Candice van Rooyen
(right) and third prize
of R100 went to a very
mischevious Shuaib
Parker. For more pic-
tures see page 12.
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Qutsider
tips top
trifecta

MR E Tat of Elsies River 15
the winner of the R1 000 Ri-
chelieu Guineas
compertition

He predicted the first four
horses past the post 1n the
correct order — as did
many other readers — and
was the only entrant to fore-
cast the winoipg time
precisely

® OQutsider was the oniy
tipster tn the country to
give you the main race tri-
fecta He tipped the first
three past the post in the
correct order

The week before Stable-
mate also gave ouk readers
the R62 jackpot mn his RS
perm, which all goes to
show that you are indeed
dealing with the top newspa-
per in the world of racing

©® The cards for Durban-
ville oo Thursday and Mil-
nerton ot Saturday, the se-
lections for Port Elizabeth
on Saturday and a few other
racing detatls for this week
are on page 9 of this edition

, of Cape Herald

— -
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k WHITE pupils, some as young as 16,
| were used to mark African matric

papers 1 December last year And
other pupils, armed with calculators,
were responsible for checking the
addition of marks

These startling allegations were

} made this week by African teachers

who had gone to Pretora last De-

| cember for the marking

Moves are now under way in Dur-
ban to form a group to publicise
these irregularities which, teachers
say, have been going on for some
time

DENIED

But the Department of Education
and Tramng has demed any know!-
edge of the allegations

It called on the teachers to furnish
details so that the matter could be

| thoroughly 1nvestigated There

would be no victimisation of teach-
ers who volunteered information, a

{ spokesman said this week

Teachers also alleged that senior
exarmners 1n charge of the markers
had appointed unqualified relatives

| 55 markers The wife of one English
d examuner gave instructions to mark-

Il ers 1n one Case,

they said “You
could see even by the way they ad-

| dressed one another that they were
| related,” one teacher said He said in

one group almost all the whites had

§ the same surname

INSULTING
Another teacher said of the white

§ teenagers “l find it annoying and
b jownright insulting to be faced by
| these youngsters, with all their arro-
| cance, should I happen to have made

a2 mistake 1n my calculations

They're
class

“There
marking,
1f you i ™
not aco:
papers -
den’ L ETS
where i
unknown

- ——

papers
teachers
iNg 15 ~
making -
cording °
mark,”

i
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the thfi-
and wh
chers.:t
travehie
Departu
teachers
the to
where
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1 A SERIOUS cnisis has
| developed 1n the rural
| areas of South Africa,
i which can only be 1g-
nored “at our peril,” ac-
cording to Professor
Francis Wilson, of the
University of Cape

Town
He reached this conclu-
ston after the first results of

one of the most extensive §

Investigations into poverty

In South Africa — the

Second Carnegie Inguiry

mto Poverty and Develop-

+ ment 1n Southern Africa —
had been obtained

“The inquiry began with

| the understanding that pov-

erty, particularly in the ru-

ral areas, was extremely §

SErious

South Africa ignoresg;
rural poverty ‘at

area can support, but which
has rocketed 1n 10 years to
anything between 300000
and 500 090 people without
any commensurate 1in-
crease In Jobs and indus-
trialisation

“What has been happen-
Ing m QwaQwa has been
happening 1n many other
places 1 different parts of
the Ciskel, Kangwane,
KwaNdabele and m the
Western Transvaal ”

Prof Wilson said it was

=
f

"9 %

its peril’

to what extent 1t 1s caused
the South Africa economic- |
political system

“One hopes that out of the

debate, particularly if there
1s a wide range of the pohti-
cal spectrum 1nvolved, we
wiil get a greater under-
standing of the problem ”

By establishing the facts
and by analysis of those
facts, 1t was hoped that
strategies for action would
be developed

These strategies for ac-

“With every da has | cos important to recognise that fion could be short-term
passez?}] the el;r{din};etl:gfls u: ; Fgg;gg OR one was dealing with a sin-  “ways and means of fight-
yet-more firmly that there WILSON gle economy from Cape ing poverty with the present
1S a rural ecrisis upon this § ; . Y re Town to the Limpopo with situation” and long-term,
country which we 1gnore at } . ;"EI Y ¢ different political bound- such as, for example, the
our peril,” he said : , { aiming “l'('i aries — the Lesotho type, field of land reform

' Prof Wilson 1s the Direc- § hard thinking the Transkei type, the Kwa- “We have been asked ex-
tor of the Umversity of [ * and drastic = zylu type and the coloured actly what poverty 1s — 1t
Cape Town’s Southern Afri- | ,, action about  |ahour preference type has been fundamental to
can Labour and Develop- K s Pl et wiciniriny the issues “The fundamental point this inquiry that there is no
ment Research Unif (Sal-  mwosiisncemms s —————omm-———————— 1s that you cannot discuss single defimtion

dru), which 1s co-ordinating
the Carnegie project

The first phase .ofyre.
search during the- three-

conference to be held at
UCT between April 13 and
April 19, at which between
200 and 300 papers on difier-
ent aspects of poverty m
South Africa will be dis-
cussed

But, Prof Wilson said
“We are very conscious of
the fact that if thus merely
results 1n some nice books
ending up on some book-
shelves, i1t will be a fajlure

It was mmportant to es-
tablish the facts about pov-
erty in South Africa, and to
examine different strate-
gies to elimiate poverty,
but action, both short-term
and long-term, was the ult1-

.| volved people from at least
20 wmversities m southern
Africa, as well as people

from different professions’
Planning began 1n 1980

funded by the Carnegre
Foundation, a United States
body .which between 1928
and 1932 backed the first’
] inquiry mto the ‘poor white
problem in South Afriea
¢ It will’ continue to re-
search for 15 months after:
{ the conference . * ‘
“We are not necessarily:
striving for consensus.at the
conference about} what.
|| should be done,’but we are:
ainng™ for ‘hard.;thinking,.
and drastic action'about the
1s5ues; as well

5

the problem " %

year project culminatesna.,

BARRY STREEK

A geographic division ]

about poverty existed in there 1s money floating
South Africa, he said, and around the edges and there
could be.broken down into are ways and means for the
four main types — the met- poor to make ends meet as
ropolitan areas, what used they often simply cannot do
to be called “reserves”, the in the rural areas

platteland (that 80% of , “Secondly, rural poverty
South Africa which 1s nei- | 1s by no means confined to

ther urban nor reserve) and | the reserves Third, and
Lesotho most 1important of all, what

“Everyone 13 aware of |the wqury is helping to

. p W0

mate goal of the mnquiry, ke 4q

(| for the project; which is }*

d
‘—_"-'-ﬁ-—-i—ﬂ—-lr——--—np—'qmu';_-._—*““

I spotlight and what the
recent drought helped to

bring to our attentton s the
acute rural crisis that has
developed 1n recent years”

This had been made

poverty in the slums of

South Afrca and many peo-
ple are aware of the acute

problem 1n the bantustans manifest, for nstance,

“But few people have fo- QwaQwa, a small area m
cused thewr thinking on the the Southern Free State
uite dreadful poverty that where the population m

search work not only 1 the
cities’ and the bantustans
but also 1n a nymber of
dorps and farming-areas of
the platteland. ..\ %

Vo |
“Three clear pomt% *ha'ire *
emerged so far firstly, m
‘general, poverty ' m th

f

1

-
r "ol
L

/{ ral’areas18'worse than'Bov-

erty-in‘ythe® cities, not the
Jeast, becatise: mn.the cities
r . *hlh

T o e et
\

[ mﬂ'ilaw:s:-:grﬂlo‘rlng |
| towards 1dea$ aboiit'Solving \

Eoverty 10 180lation of those
oundaries "

The mmqury focused on
poverly wherever 1t was
found, not ethnic poverty,
but as poverty 1s endured
?rlmanly by blacks, it 1s
undamental to the mqury
that blacks should be in-
volved in thinking about the
problems

Its first goal has been to
update and collate informa-
tion about poverty in South
Africa This was a scientific
mvestigation nto poverty
In all its dimensions 1n
South Africa

“We are looking for facts
so that they can generate a
public debate about the
causes — so that we can go
beyond the headline causes
to reach a real understand-
Ing of the extent to which
poverty 1n South Africa 1s

“Poverty 1s like illness, It
has many dimensions, we
have been seeking to find
out 1n different situations
what poverty means to
those who endure 1t

“In some cases, it 15 child- |
ren dying of hunger because
there 1s no money fo buy |
food, 1n other situations 1t 1S
watching all one’s cattle die
because there 1s no water;

In another situation it 1s
watching loved ones die be-
cause the water 1s contami-
nated,” Prof Wilson said.
The Second Carnegie In-
guiry mto poverty in South
Africa 1s examining those
1ssues as never before and,
clearly, its findings are go-
ing to be disturbing, but the
real challenge, as Prof Wil-
son says, will be “the strug-
gle to find polictes that waill
bring about more just and

said 1S {o be found in many parts 1970 was 20 000, which 1s at  the same as that endured in equitable development In
The project stretched of the platteland least 19000 more than the other parts of the world and this part of the world”

across the South African “In the mquiry, we are -

pohitical spectrum and in- |getting reports and re- =



R10 000 for Opopat! i

peration Hunger
Mail Reporter cheque

OPERATION HUNGER @ “It takes time for lcrdnps to
Te- ow, and town people do not
cerved a cheque for R10 000 The donation waSvateéd at  ET people g

from Southern Sun Tyme. the recent successfyl Beacon  XDOW that there 15,3 vast dif-

ference hetween grazing
sharing yesterday Eféi:ﬂa;“;ﬂ;g of luxury rams and planting rams
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During the 1970s there was a sub-
stantial rise in real black incomes
in many sectors of the economy —
particularly 1n mining — and a
marked increase I1n the share of
total income going to blacks 1n the
South African economy.

Locking at the figures, many
people argue that economic growth
15 all that 1s needed finally to elim-
nate poverty which they believe is
already being eroded |

After all, 1t 1s said, one no lenger

| sees people going around Johannes-

burg without shoes

It 1s true that for many workers,
particularly m the cities, real in-
comes have risen relative to what
they were during the past decade
However, 1t 1s important to re-
member that even for urban
dwellers, poverty remains a grim
reality where retrenchment of a
breadwinner; or, the inexorable
march of wflation causes extreme
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iUIEWEI‘Slty of Cape- Town, Stephen
¢.Devereux analyses South African

ncome distribntion,s
> “It seems valid to conclude,” he
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The shack in which Mrs Nocindile Sibao 15 torced to live 1s a dramatic example of one of the extremes
in the hiving standards of the black community

on the facing page, describes how urban blacks are flexing
growing economic muscle. By contrast, Professor Francis
Wilson of Cape Town University, the director of an extensive
new study financed by the Carnegie Foundation, finds that
poverty in the platteland is so acute and widespread that 1t

has created a rural Crisis.

distress among the mass of work-
Ing-class famtlies

Even more serious than the
plight of the working poor, howev-
€r, 1s the situation in which a far
larger proportion of black South
Africans find themselves namely
those 1n the rura) areas

Indeed the evidence suggests
that the economic growth of the
past decade, while being a neces-
sary condition for the elimination
of poverty, has been far from suffi-
cient The very process of econom-
1¢ growth that has taken place
within the framework of the South
African pohtical-economie system
has generated not only wealth for
some but also poverty for many
others

.In & recent paper, published by
the Southern Africa Labour and
Development Research Unit at the

writes, “  that the 1970s produced
not one but two distinet trends mn
black mcomes and welfare.” It 15
on that second trend, of unrelteved,
and in some cases increasing, pov-
erty for those excluded from the
formal sector, that the second Car-
Degle mquiry mto poverty and de-

velopment 1 Southern Africa 1s fo-

- cused

The prehminary findings are not
due to be presented unti] the major
conference takes place n April
But already evidence 15 coming 1n
from all over Southern Africa, 1n-
cluding Lesotho, of poverty so
acute and so widespread that the
situation can only be deseribed as a
rural crisis

Nor 1s this poverty confined to
the reserves, In a Carnegie study of
the nutritional status of people hiv-
ing m Willowmore in the Karoo, Ms
Nomusa Ndaba.concluded. that- 1t
was actually’worse than in parts' of
kwaZulu during the last dronght

Indeed, one of the main findings
that seems likely to emerge from
the mquiry 1s the need to focus at-
tention on that forgotten area of
South Africa that 1s neither metro-
politan area nor “homeland”,
namely the platteland which con-
stitutes about 80 percent of the land

and on which one in five black
South Africans live

Of these, ahout two-thirds hive on
the white-owned farms and one-
third in the dorps Conditions on the
farms vary enormously, but a let-
ter on my desk — about a f3bm la-
bourer (married with one_child)
who earns only R40 a mont}f i’ the
relatively well-to-do Villiersdorp
district — suggests that poverty're-
mains a problem ‘

But 1t 1s even worse for those,
particularly families, pushed off
farms by mechamsation, reorgant-
satien of fencing and drought ‘For
1n terms of the law, they may not,
if they are African, move to the
city The pass laws deflect theflow
of people off the land back to land
that 1s even less able to absorb
them than the large white-owned
farms they have left

The explosion of population,
which 1s hittle short of terrifying
when one sees 1t, currently taking
place 1n areas such as wa Qwa
(OFS), Kangwane (Eastern Trans-
vaal) or Hewu 1n the northern Cis-
ke1, seems to be due primarily to
people having to leave the farms

In these dense rural settlements
there are virtually no Jobs, nor 1s
there space for people to have land
or cattle"The major sources of 1n-
come are migrant remittances (for
those families lucky enough to have
a breadwmner away in town) and
pensions But many do not get
either :

In the light of these realities, this
country must treat the problem of

poverty as a matter of utmost ur-
Fenoy
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THE United Nations
has launched a world-
wide appeal to save
Africa from famine
that Secretary-Gener-
al, Dr. Javier Perez de
Cuellar warned hag
reached crisis propor-
tions,

The Umted Nations chief
embarked earlier last
month on a three-week tour
of erght West African coun-
iries worst hit by the
drought, to highlight the
gravity of the situation,

He also dispatched Jean
Ripert, Director-Genera)
for the United Nations In-
ternational Economie Co-
operation and Develop-
ment, to world capitals in
quest of material contriby-

tions to alleviate food and
medicine shortage,

In a major speech at the
Institute of International
Affairs m Lagos, N 1geria,
Dr Perez de Cuellay said 5-
million children wogld die
this year and another 5-mj]-
lion would be crippled by
malnutrition and disease,

“I wish to express my ut-
most preoccupation with
this situation which 18,
without any doubt, a fulj-
fledged emergency, requir-
Ing the attention and action
of the mternational com.
munity,” he said,

A United Nations news
release said the prolonged

J T NGUYEN
in New York

drought — which extends
from the west African coast
to the Horn — was so se-
vere that in regions like the
Borno province in Nigeria,
the process of desertifiea-
tion has begun

The rainfall level in
Borno was the lowest mn a
century, the release said.

Last year's drought has
caused great damage to
Crops, water collection,
hvestocks and forests in
countries like Benin, Ghana
and the Ivory Coast, 1t said

Lesotho, Botswana, Zim-
babwe, Swaziland, Mozam-
bique, Zambia and Namibia
have had back-to-back

droughts 1n the last two
years

Dr Perez de Cuellar sent
& team of the United Na-
tions Disaster Relief Or-
gamsation to Mozambique
earlier this month, to assess
the effects of the drought
that killed nearly 10000
beople 1n the past two
years. At least 750 000 Mo-
zambicans are in need of
urgent relief

During a visit last week
to the African Bank for De-
velopment 1n the Ivory
Coast capital of Abidjan, Dr
Perez de Cuellar said he
was seeking support from
all countries,

In his visit to Lome,
Togo, Dr Perez de Cuellar
said donations so far could
not meet the demands and
he will take “Further steps
to 1ncrease the awareness
of the internationai com.
munity after completing
my tour of West Afriea

The Reagan Admimstra.
tion 1s considering asking
Congress for R625-million
worth 1n food and agricul-
tural assistance to African
couniries wilhng to trans-
form their low prices policy
In agriculture to compet:-
tive free-market systems

over the next five years

The low prices policy in
poor countries discourages

farmers to cultivate their
lands

The United States has
given R95-mullion 1n emer-
geney food aid to Upper
Volta, Mali and other coun-
fries hit by the drought and

1S considering anotherR9g.
miliion for this year

“The message is that
when people are hung
America responds,” Secre.
tary of State George Shultz

Fox 20

said 1y announcing, the
R625-milhion package last
week 2/ P
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Pipeline
damaged
by floods

Mercury Reporter

THE floods 1n Zululand
caused more than
R700 000 damage to the
Richard Bay pipeline
which 1s being built to
pump effluent into the
sea

Mr Gordon Allison,
manager of the Mhla-
tuze Water Board which
1s financing the
R34 million project,
said ‘When the floods
came down, the pipes
had air trapped in them
and good lengths float-
ed out of the trench’

The trenches might
have to be re-excavated
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Col Piet Jansen van Vuuren of Natal Command and S-Sgt Piet Erasmus are shown next to the devas-
tated White Umfolozi bridge near Ulundi. They were on a fact-finding tour of the flood damage

Mercury Reporter

State veterinarian 1n 5 percent and 10 percent

THE recent floods 1n

Natal have provided ideal
conditions for serious
outbreaks of a number of
animal diseases and could
prove a further blow to
farmers already hard hat

by the floods.
Dr Max Bachmann,

Pietermaritzburg, said

that serious outbreaks of
tick-borne diseases such
as heartwater, anaplas-
mosis, redwater, blue-
tongue and horse-sickness
were feared

‘The mortality rate
could increase by between

— and 1n numbers that
means about 5000 cattle

in the next few months,’
he said

Ideal conditions also ex-
1sted for the spread of dis-
cases such as Rift Valley
fever and lumpy skin dis-
ease,
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Disaster aid soon for cyclone victims

Pietermaritzburg Bureau

PEQPLE who lost thelr homes or posses-
sions 1n the floods which followed the
path of eyclone Demoina throught
Northern Natal may soon be able to ap-
ply for aid from the Government's disas-
ter fund, according to the director
general of Environmental Affairs, Mr
Fred Otto

Mr Otto told the Mercury yesterday
the Government’'s request to the State

President to declare the affected re-
gions as a disaster area was probably

before Mr Viljoen at the moment, and
the measure was likely to be promulgat-
ed soon

A decision on whether farmlands
should also be declared disaster areas,
or whether farmers should qualfify for
flood relief, had still to be made, Mr
Otto said

The president of the Natal Agricultur-
al Union, Mr Donald Sinclair, said a full
report of the damage to white farmlands
had been sent to the Government yester-
day and steps to help farmers now
awalted their decision

Repairs
to cost
R9 000 000

African Affairs
Correspondent

ULUNDI—Roads and
bridges around the
KwaZulu capital will cost
R9 000 000 to repair after
the floods two weeks ago,
according to the acting
secretary of the Depart-
ment of the Chief Minis-
ter, Mr Ivan Balk

He said the Ingwavuma
and Ubombo regions
were the worst affected,
adding that 1t was 1mpos-
sible to assess total dam-
age at this stage

At least 30 people
drowned 1n the Jozini and

Ingwavuma areas

%
w}"»\]"“‘%

African Affairs
Correspondent

PEQPLE are still close
to starvation 1n north-
ern KwaZulu 1n spite ot
a massive flood reliet
effort mounted by the
South African Defence
Force the KwaZulu
(rovernment and other
bodies

Yesterdav a Natal Mer
cury team visited the re-
mote Ophansi district
north of Jozini1 with
senior officers of the

South African Defence
Force under the com-

mand of Col Piet Jansen
van Vuuren of Natal Com-
mand

The Press corps found

two women who had been
left destitute by the

floods which ravaged the
area two weeks ago

The women — Mrs
Nombuthu Ndlovu and

Mrs Nozinyanga Qwabe —
fled after floodwaters en-
gulfed their homes and

destroyed their maize
fields

They had re-erected
temporary shelters but
yesterday the Mercury
found them with only
three small mealies in
their possession

They had travelled a
long distance to find
neighbours who would
give them some food The
neighbours gave them all
they had — the wizened
corn

The members of the
Press corps and of the
SADF took up a collec-
tion for the women who
were most grateful They
said they would be walk-
ing to the nearest trading
store to buy mealie meal
and other provisions for
their families

The KwaZulu Depart-
ment of Health and Wel-
fare has been broad-
casting regularly through
Radio Zulu to residents of
the fleod-stricken region,
calling on them to report
to their nearest clinic, po-
lice station or army camp
if they are short of food

M1ss Liz Clarke, princi-
pal professional officer
for the Bureau of Commu-
nity Development of the
KwaZulu Government,
disclosed that an entire
family had been drowned
during the floods




the Treasury could afford

From Monday, the retajl
price of white bread will rise

from54cto60c g loaf, includ-
ing GST

Brown bread wili g0 up to
4% C a loaf, including GST

Mr Horwood said huge subsi-

dies were paid on basic food-

stuffs, such as bread and mea-
lies

Exempting them from GST |
would create serious admims- |
trative problems and lead to

Increased taxation of other
items

Subsidy figures

In the current financial year ~
the bread subsidy would

amount to nearly R275-million
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