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Don’t give
up, GOV Lo
urges the@g
farmers

Farming Correspondent

The Eastern Transvaal highveld was developing
so rapidly that land values ‘would rise fast, the
Minister of Agriculture; MrHendrik Schoeman

T : $7fold farmers.
. ‘At a Tecent ‘meeting he
wrged - hailstricken
farmers in the districts of
"Standerton, Morgenzon
'and Bethal not to throw
in® the towel after two
‘| -extremely bad seasons and
the devastation of fields
by the worst hailstorm in
living memory.

Mr Schoeman pointed
out that economiec deve-
lopment in the Eastern

Transvaal highveld was
acceleraung.

Escom was to build a
giant new power station
néar Standerton at a cost
of Rl-billion, a third Sasol
had already been announ-
ced, and heavy industry
~would soon follow.

Farmers should think
_twice before selling out
~he said.

- - Strengthening its pohcy
of keeping farmers on the !
land, the State had to
take another look at the
. present scheme for com-
prehensive crop insurance,
said Mr Schoeman.

SUBSIDY

A quarter of the 12
percent premium was now
paid -by a subsidy, but
still few farmers could
afford to insure.

Of the 28 farmers whose
fields had bheen fotally
devastated in the hail dis-
aster, only one had taken .
out adequate insurance
cover. 4

The State share would
come under review.

‘Farmers ecould not be
expected to be the only
people to carry the eco
nomic riskg inherent
South Africa’s climate, the
Minister said.

In a successful rescue
operation, the FEastern
Transvaal Co-operative,
partly financed by the
State and the Land Bank,
reploughed and replanted
half of the 7000 ha where
hajl damage had been to-

.
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] Maize plants torr to shreds by the hail. From left to

n, Eastern Transvaal Co-Op

director (Margenzon), Mr Hendrik Schoeman, Minister
of Agriculture, and Mr M J & Bashoff, of the farm

Zwartfontein. Mr Boshoff carricd trailer-loads of dead
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By Hannes Ferguson,
Farming Correspondent
Oné for alt and all for

0,10
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one is still the underly-
ing philosophy of farm-

. €rs’ ¢c0-0ps — even if
some of them have de- -
veloped into giant busi-"
.ness organisations,

" In. this- spirit hefore
Christmas, . the Fastern
Transvaal .Co-Op or OTK;
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“which "has 81 hranches
1 and depots, carried out a
rescue operation over a
"wide area hit by the worst -
| hailstorm in living me-
i | mory, — ‘
The- storm hrought cdes-
truction to fields, houses,
treeg and livestork
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‘through the districts of
Standerton, Morgenzon,
Bethal and Middelburg,

A tofal of 28000 hy of
tields were affected, 7 000
of which were totally des-
troyed.  Strips . of hide
were torn from the bavks
-of milk -cows in a kraal,
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sheep that had. just been
shorn were - seriously in-
jured. : .

A farmer whe had spent
years ~establishing large
 flocks . of puinea-fowl  to
provide - dtalogledl “insect -
conirol "=~ My M J S
Boshoff of the farm
Zwartfontein . ~- had fo
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“eart trailer-loads of dead
guinea-fowl out of his de-
-vastated fields. .
Trees . were  defoliated,
windows and roofs ‘da-
maged. - It was not only ..
the size of the'hailstones
"+ that “wrought havoe, but
i also the density in which
Ctheyafellv. g :
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hailstorm had

DEVASTATION ;. . this wa

Hail-hit .,

&

off his lands.

rs 9 L

again

hit an avéa that had ak -

ready. experienced fwo ex
- tremely ‘bad seasons. Last
vear it was drought, the
‘year before  that flogds
and watertogged fields,
The Eastern Transvaal
Co-0Op, came tg the
‘farmers’. rescue. Nobody
-could compensafe them,
but their fields could be
re-ploughed © and re-
planted to provide some

this year,

The idea was simple, .4

hut it took a4 complex
argamsatlon, working
against. time,” to earry i
ouf, ’

Morgenzon, Mr. Louis

- The Co-Op’s director for ©

Rothmann, touk the initia- —

- tive, enlisting the help of

income from crops later -

his chairman, Mr Gert =
Schoombie, who In {urp ©

gained the ear of the
Minister of - Agricalture,
Mr Hendrik Scheeman,

While emergeney finan-

-eing was being arranzed,

the rescue operation went

~imlo  effect. The damage

Was assessed: half of the &

he rewarked by the
farmers themselves and

by cheipful  néighbours, 9

7000 ha totally lost could o

brevided ‘the co-op could o

supply seed, fertiliser and

fuel. This was done.

The other half was re-
ploughed ~and  replanted
by the co-op which sup-°

“plied tractors - and  man-
.- power, Field staff worked .

ground the clock to get

the whole operation com-
pleted in- nine working

days.

32

ripped through it.

|
~ IS
5 3 3 &
~ ~ ~
o o o l
o o r-—‘\ol
N o~ wl
~ - - M|
o o <o I
!
w0 < =
13 3 0
N ~ - o~
(=] o o |
|
- I e -
Mm = ™ 03!
- - -~
o o © |
——— i
— 0 o}
H 3 Q o
. - . (3
o o o
|
i
= ]
N B2 N
- ~ -
o ©o o
- [ T BT
o A o o
- [
@ o o
~ W W o
(= B = N B I
- - [
o o o
< ¥ .
2.5 8 g
g
<
i
e e e
[ . B - B = |
B o~ = N
- - ~ -~ &
o H w A A
W oo [~ 0
i ® = & m om
» ~ - - - o0
[~ T B - NP R
< o o <«
~ 4 = &N @
; ~ - ) - 739
5 o o 9o o 9«
~
- 0 o~ O
A3 w0 o o ~
- - o ~ o
o = of o0 m
o
[} Ny o
a8 2 g
- - I ~ ~
o o m o
—
~ >~ M 4 N O
- M Mo N M
- - - - [ =
o o M w o~
=
NN o = o
~
L L=
o o ~ o M
(= N s =)
o N = ] A ¢
R [ S
e —
T .
N = W 0 2
AL L o®
N

s a maizefield until the

t

"

P



‘Mo

QiR

By ROB TAYLOR

ZEERUST. — Farmers in the
north-western Transvaal border
areas are mmore worried ahout
the consolidation of the home-
lands than the Covernment's
offer of financial aid.

‘The Deputy Minister of Agn-
cuiture, Mr Sarel Hayward, 'ar-
rived in Zeerust yesterday on
the first leg of a three.day visit
to the Transvaal border areas
to inform farmers about finan-
cial assistance the (overnment
is offering in a bid to half the
depopulation of the plattelang
at strategic points.

Hundreds of farmers from
the Marico area packed the
Zeerust town hall to listen to
the deputy minister's address.
But judging by the questions
ral‘;ed Mr Hayward had come
with the wrong information.

The farmers wanted to know
exactly where they stood in
regard to the consolidation of
BophuthaTswana — a question
the deputy minister could not
answer,

He told farmers he was there
to help them with their finan-
cial problems and was unahle
to answer questions on the is-
sue of consolidation.

The areas where the finan-
cial scheme — whick comeg
into operalion on April T — will
be applied, extend about 50km
inland from the comrmon hound-
aries of the Transvaal with
Rhodesia and with Botswana in
the Northern and Western

RAND DAIIY MAIL, Thurqday. Jammrv 10, 1‘)80 d-_.-.

h@ﬂ mmmyb |
@'ﬂmi solve r c;%o_
the problems>—

zambique in the FASIEMN Trans-
vaal (south of the Krurer Na-
tional Park and north of Kang-
Wane ).

The Minister told farmers
that loans for the purchase of
land would be granted to farm-.
ers who wished to farm full-
lime in the areas in question,
but he said that farmers would
also need initial capital. This
raised angry comment from a
nimber of voung fariners,

“The whole meeting was 2
waste of time,” said Mr Piet
Naude, a farmer from Groot+
pan, who travelled i60km to
listenn to the deputy Minister;
“We were led to believe that
the Government was going to
help voung favmers like mysgelf
to establish farms in the border
areas, :
“But all they are really domg
is giving finaucial aid 1o farm-
ers who ure .llreadv established
in the area.”

Mr Naude added that not all
the fariners along the Botge
wana border were in {inancjal
trouble. “Some of them own H¥
to 20 farms,” he said.

A prominent farmer in the
Marico area, Senator Henrv dy
Toit, asked the Government to
pay special attention to the
north-western Transvaal areas:

He said parts of it bordered’
on BophuthaTswana, which in'
turn bordered on Rotswana.
making it easy for mnIhatmn.‘

Mr Havward, who described
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By, ROB TAVLOR nnd CHIUS
MARAIS
F‘ROM the grizzled old cattle
farmers in the west, to the
high-pace young sugar farmers
‘ '.ﬁo the. anat, they all eame to
- M meet” the, Gnvernment last
-pweek
'I‘he ﬁdvenment in tha form

t feft with an unlucky packet

‘nﬂ]ﬁm’ “eomplaints.
‘Bricted by the SA Pefence
ﬁree an’ the strategic impor-

“ln ~borders with Botswana,
R!xoclasla and Mozambique,
the Department of Agriculture
G cem up with a speciak
Y ﬁnaheial agsistance scheme
13 for "touh) farmers — favouring
. AtE eitghlished, high-pétential ,
w»i&rﬁdﬂcﬁi‘ﬂ

. g every cammunity hall Mr

%

E? arens. It will serve no

+Huyioss to establish people who
‘d mﬁ%a};fie the ability to make
.6F thin .

e ﬁepartment annmmced
1etis would be made to farm-

r8:1n the areas to extend their

fiore; eppnomic udits.

bk
JJA entive tostem the exodus of
srdoit border. Iarme;'n to the

’ ’i;at's fi!!e, bitt what about
iy immedlate problems?” was
thigengral reaction to news of
';Eucial handaut.
et a9 the chunky, sun-

men. commented,

’ﬂl
: ag' 8. terrori_st with 2
g%ﬁ i‘t there ava-soine more

; culture Deputy Minister . &
yrel Hayward, visited the '

" M )
RPranavaal's border lands hear- ©
! %&\n ¢ fibepetal gifts for some —-

- w:

W Jetiee of Transvaal areas shar- |

Hayward's g eech widg the e
Huy L P - and i their farms ate thrown . ‘goris ¢f his intentions ;

SRR We need men of sfeel 16
gnd, farm our - strategic -

36ty 'and build them up into -

Tﬂe geheme ds designed as an |

I‘aﬁﬂ, SAMJIE, HM’WARD
rder pmmise )

.—pressing‘issuesi’mat' caniiob
dealt with -go*'cleanly'”,«
O Like the lingering l:ome!anrls

corfiolidation ‘issue, which has "thiey be caught with vet another
_aurplug, ghititag product?

farmers -arvound - Bophutha‘l‘s—
wana catwalking and uncettain,

Many have: not- spent a cent on -

" favgr Amprovepients in recent,

¥y
will-ndt ‘be, compensated when =

-fnto* the -Mangopé meltitg pot.
-When. hundreds -of Marico

'men packed the-Zeerust towni»
hall {ast week to listen to Mr:

Haywatd, the mood was clear.”

Their .questions had Mr:
Hayward against the ropes be- -
cause -he: could hot shed-any
mere light on the consuhdatwn
issue.

o Like the rural electricity
problem in the far northern
Transvaal. Farmers have to
rely op diesel fuel to provide -
irrigation power.’ They realise -
. Eseom would 'lose’ heavily hy

providing Messina farmers® sald.
with eleetricity, byt - the  eX- =
they gay.
. Lbuig]

pense is ‘a necessity,

‘A ‘local farmer, Mr
Heyn,
diegel virtually deubled’ expen—
.- diture on irrjgation.

“Give a good farme ﬂve,.

he is using diesel he will never
. the Deputy Minister,

. ern Transvaal areas hordering
- on Mozambigue. L
R thatipoort, o' paclked - gathering

“of young men quizzed Mr
" Hayward on a promised Gov-

U_ 9°n fssadd "1°Y'S AqQ pe3uldd
P ‘wwotwoy Aq paysilgnd
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llqm{ osw%ﬂwl empo>| osu-ar\wk.
bq egnyn eAuequL}eqe lzuaqa‘se’a
ho 1osexuL: ool B fu neu’m/lnujeqe w0
paid-off It‘l'lgﬂted farms, but if fEUNY AN 9! gJaJ.aM |;eqdwrrﬁun o
[y3msin. $yox1ydn’s H

IJ‘.

o

make it,” another farmer told "

eqe¥'ese‘qxn 1 ene‘zsférqdn‘nmem
|:\.e|\; 1hore de>|a' eqdegem oqnnqwnv '
SR

© Like the ethanol issue in the
lush, rich ground of the East-

nrzuaqeseqeu a:&urb[ .

At the Raitways Hall in Ko-
OW aoea,j .so; ‘upWwop . 1Ao- oq;nqwnp

a—

1e3 BMygz: os|[aAul egnyn a[aoeg

* ernmnent report on the potential

of ethanol 28 a fuel source,
Most - of the farmers there

" have sunk their assets inio the
.. produetion’ db sugar, which can
: be processed into ethanol. And
ithey want the Government to

allzueAaq J_ an eseq ;pun;eq\f
g > ,

L 2

:u/(eq lxa*u'n;mie a!\e)\_
Auni3-uem) 2] 9q 7] {xudulze OYONIZI .
unoy ueddd 3y q;nass YAo oyinqun
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becrilsd they fzel, theyrc hreas:

i establish farms in the border
said their rehance on' Jands - would have to have &

- tapital before being consideled

““fell them where they stand.
Will they be rich soon or will eA-0s1]9AW] 16uayl Aebue egnin
L 20U1A0Kd WIBISEM: FAe ojINgUn
* Mr Hpyward, who atthat'| ~ * I
atage ‘Had beard the probiems: semBuayiebul sjuol 2 si3led
~of,! mostoiéhe"rransvaal burder;eqem |Zuagasede Py3Rq |punjeqy
ahd. -Had laUﬂCfled a [nSUﬁuéa ﬂlema}-l.l-;n “A tO[O')'lllZ
eMRY Auls,.lae\lun. asel]flpungeqe .
ueaneqe njuege jueuele epuedy

Tesy; rw

And visit'
o promised ‘the Goverument,
way treating: the ethanol report
asia priority. . e %

Also, many farmers falt it' Z- oﬁuo,run aAeA bﬂtﬁnos‘queps,,
_was unfatr:to give so ‘much 91PUEQd95U9U19q9q Ex eueAliieqe ¢
; preference i Joans to ‘the és+ [au] EPOPUI oqu)Aembo| e|ebnyo)|
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grea o '

T “We were led to belleve that OJSEq BY3RY: EUOBQEN E‘mbmm
the Governtnent was golng to qeﬁtu UA??M'%OXSE'EQ qu Ek,uoﬁue,u.;i,,’, .
help younghfarmers like mysetf r; j I
to establish farms on the bor- qun)‘ eqn;ln g)lglaz UE/\UI‘I)-] 01 us|
der, but all they are doing is ]
-giving financial aid 1o farmers ”_jo eqm!oﬂ 0311 E{n[eqr “'”)19-15'
that ave already established,” a { Q28N fls‘iueqd amua&;asnf} Py
Western Transvaal faxmer . 'umun|+951|ueweqdaurdeme,

h Bu pitiey. pue ‘poogy ik eqoyoBuy
:funam aqanqiunx lueﬂunﬁéwasa.qv.

vigorous. u-:tta

At

M Hayward had explained
that young men who wanted fo
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‘East London area, the
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Labour crisis '

b

cowdS

;’{ of Ve d

warning s r

EAST LONDON — The in-
clusion of the pincapple
production area at Kidd's
Beach into. the Ciskel
could destroy the bigiest

labour employer in the-

seeretary of the Fast

London Western Districts -

Farmers’ Association, Mr -

4. R, Hempstead, warned
here yosterday. _
U the Ciskel border is

-extended any closer to

East London, it could also
mean the end of Fast Lon-
don, said Mr Hempstoad.
"Nobody wants 1o he a
border farmer. It thoe
hocder koeps Creeping up
lo East London, it will
have a vippie effect and be
the end of all the joeql in-
dustries supporting
pineappie production,™
Mr Hempstead was coni-

-menting on discussions a

farmers’ association
delegation  had with the
dopuly Minister for Co-
operation and
Development, Mr 0 +.

.

-Wentzel, this week,

Mr Hempstend satd the
association was divided un
the land issue, but the
general Consensus
appeared to be that the

" Ciskei border should nm

be extended. .

Mr Hempstead said ho
was an-‘unwilling seller™
like the majority of Kidd's
Beach farmers who wore
not on the Ciskei bordaer,

The chairman of the
farmoers' association, My
Neville Hewson, said Mp
Wentzel had requested i
memorandum  from the
assocution for the infor-
ntion of a conymission in-
Yestidating land sales (n
the Kidd's Beach areg
before the end of the
month. :

The MPC for kast
Tonden City, Mr Petro de
Pontes, wha led a delega-
tion of farmers in i
meeting with Mr Wentzel
this woecek., was not
epared o comment,

e

|
|
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Famine looming says

UMTATA -— Transkei
Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry, Mr E. Z.
Booi, said a threat of wide-

"gpread famine looms in

the country if rains did
not fall this mornth,

He expressed great con-
cern about the prolonging
drought and said the

-geason for growing maize
“ had - passed and advised

like potatoes, wheal, peas
and beans as alternatives.

Mr Booi said if they ex-
perienced a bad crop they
would have to rely on food
1o be imported from South
Adfrica.

He warned pastoral
farmers to move their
stock to better grazing
areas, or into camps that
wore closed for grazing, to
fatten their stock in case

they needed to sell 1o
avoid heavy losses.

Ile feared disaster in
Transkei and said people
who accepted rehabili-
{ation were in a heiter
position because there

“were camps closed in

preparation for such
emergency and farmers
on the Transkei coast
would not suffer heavy
stock losses.

- STATUTES
' OF THE R;PUH_L;C_ OF SOUTH AFRICA — COMPANIES
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o, (4
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Mr Booi said small stock
should also be looked
after and when fattened in

better grazing areas

should be sold imme-
diately. Those farmers
with no grazing areas
would have to buy hucerne
1o fved their stock. He ad-
vised them to add salt-to
the teed 1o providé resis- |

tanee and strength 1o the |

stock, — DDR.

farmers to resort to'crops

continued on page 591 :
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MAUREEN
T ]
GRIFFIN
KNG

THS
FALLOW

AT Ongeluksnek Valle

Y 36 000 hectares of

prime, fertile goil, lovingly tended by generationg
of South African farmers, lies fallow.

Of the 45 landowners wito lived there untll two
years ago, only four are left. The rest have moved away
=- bought out by the Government, who gave their land

to Transkei.

The valley lies at
berg, hemmed ineby
corner of Fast Griqualand,

the foot of the craggy Drakens-
Lesotho

and Transkei, in a far

Its people are now seattered far and wide. A few

who hadn’t the heart — and in

some cases the means —

to move too far away from their beloved valley have

© settled in Matatiele, the nearest town,

Of the remaining four, three have accepted Govern.

ment offers for their land, while g lone
stubbornly holds out for something better,

They're . bitter, but
they'd rather not tiscuss

it. Born ‘on the. land to

parents who £t
most of their lives, they'ré
clannishly closed-mouthed.

Two refuseq to be in- -

dissident ‘stil]

LARD WAS
ONCE THE
0ST

—— e

NTHE
COUNTRY

i oo

We and the land have been sacrificed on the altar of
apartheid. But what can you do against a Natiohalisi
gy before anything else?

terviewed,
The dissident, Andrew Government who put their ideolo
Joubert, promises he’ll
talk one day ... but not — CLIFF KIRK, farmer
yet. _ '

“I've said too much in

the past, and I'm being.

victimised for it now. The
others all got better prices
for their land, if vou work

: (it out per hectare.

“But I put the valuators
backs up by running them
down to the Press and to

their faces for their |
primitive  methods of
valuating my land, and
they didn’t ke it. ’

Lives alone

*They based their valua-
tion of my ‘erf plaas’ on
prices fetched by ‘swerf
plase’ in the Kokstad dis-
trict, Surely they know
that a swerf plass — my
word for farms that have
itinerant owners — never
fetched ‘a good price, and
that an erf plaas — always
in the family — i35 never
for saje ™ .

Andrew lives alone gn
the 3350 hectare farm he
inherited from his father

Bill Pike . .
. broken promises”

. “lies and

on and which he cultjvated
all this married years be-
fcére he and his wife part-
ed.

Now he waits idly for«

the Government to make

him an ofier he can- accept
So far he's refused twop.
The fourth landowner is
Bill Pike, who owns a
trading store on land he
bought from his father. A

He still emplo¥sS a feuw widower, he also lives
lahourcrs, bhut 1O luh_zer alone. .
Works the land he Srew up “Yes, I'm bitter. Just

plain  bitter about the
whole affair, Right through
T've had nothing but lies
and broken promises from
the pfficialy I've deait
with

“This store has been in
my family since 1913. I
was born here. We were
notified about five years
ago that this area would
£0 black.

ATt was at a meeting in
town. We were all reeling
with shock, and each one
of us swore we would never
give up our land. But we
were told to forget senti-
ment and to he prepared
to hand over our ground.

“Then we were just left
to stew for about two-and-

., a-half years, after which
. two officials arrived with
tthe news that we were to

Fbhe offered - compensation
“for our land and property.

i “If we refused the offers
“made us — and we were
* fully entitled to, they said

— further offers would be
made a year later, and

- again a year later if these

were rejected. But if we
refused-the third offer, ex-
propriation would follow.
However, we were .assured
that we would be ade-
quately eompensated.

“The first offer they

made me . wag laughable,

I'd had the shop and my
house and the .apd
privately valued, s¢ I
travelled to Pretoria with
the mnecessary documents
as evidence of what my
property was really waorth,
to see an official who told
me ‘pur doors are always
open’.

“But he was not pre-
pared {o divulge how
they'd arrived at the
figure of R92 000, which
was the lump sum they of-
fered ‘me on property T'd
had valued at RigR 000, A
Year later they offered me
R115 000.

Gfer

“This second offer came
exactly a year after I'd had
2 meeting in Durban in
December 1978 with two
officials who promised me
that it would be made not
later than March 1979, ag

‘my wife and T already

owned a smallholding in
another town and we were
keen to move as quickiy as
possible to start building
our new home.

“Despite numerous calls
to Pretoria, nothing
materialised, Then in June
or July I again met two of-
ficials in Durban.

“By then my wife had

« - » Must move but is w

offer he can accept

heen killed in an accident,
and they promised to Lreat
my case with special con-
sideration. An offer would
be made soon, they said,
50 that I could move away.

“I left Durban that
night with the firm pro-
mise that a letter would
reach me within a week
confirming what we’d ar-
ranged. I'm still waiting.

Bceelped

“In September the same
two valuators, who
originally looked over my
property, came to re-assess
it. In December 1979 I was
offered R115000, which
I've accepted.

“I can't fight any more,
Who  can  fight
Government? They're all-
powerful. 1 just want to
hand over the keys to this
place and go.”

Bill Pike was the only
one of the Valley's people
who was prepared to
speak out. Those who have

" settled in Matatiele, many

of whom accepted the first
offer made them, say their
reticence is due to the fact
that negotiations between
those still in the Valley
and the Government have
not heen Ycompletely
finalised".

“The situation is
delicate,” they murmur.
“What can we gain by
complaining. Theh Govern-
ment, you know ., . . one
has to he so careful.”

One of them, Cliff Kirk,
who was president of the
now disbanded
Ongeluksnek Farmers'
Association for 29 vears,
savs a letter he wrote was

aiting for a' Government

the

%rﬁard?i\to the Mi'nisteh.g‘

of. Agriculture, MHendrik ©
Schoeman, .to  set the b
record straight, b
“Referring to  bitter
dissatisfaction amongh

Valley farmers, the Minis-
ter had remarked that it *
Wwas strange that out of 45
landowners, 41 were satis. .
fied with their offers.

“I wrote in my letter
that this was far from the Y
case. I said only one was b
satisfled. The other 40!
were coerced into ac- B
cepting the figures offered
them, k

“We accepted because .
we saw no future *
whatsoever in instiuting
litigation. We were in fact
told by a Pietermaritzburg
advocate that the cost of
court action eould amount
to R25000 and we had no
guarantee that we would
win our case. We could »
well have ended up having »
to accept the offers and '
still having to foot the hill »
as well. E

Unprolific  °

“So we left a high rain-
fall grassland area
among the most productive
soil in the country — and .
for two years it has been’
compietely unprolific, f*’
“We and the land have’
been sacrificed on the al-
tar of apartheid. The
Valley people have been
thrown out to perpetuate
Government policy. It was
never my policy.
“But what can vou doif.
against a  Nationalist:
Government who put their.
ideology before everything
else?” i
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'By PETER FABRICIUS

: ' : QUOTE ——

" “THAT'S Bechuanaland just there — the
L - : _ My eldest son ear;s more ' ‘seco%d line ofh u'e:?s,”tsz]zys Piet Pretorius,
: than | do. How can i bluff him || standing on his front lawn. )
" - into coming back to the farm? | .. 1‘“’ night the -tfmn“’&ts ﬁ‘mld Sit
‘ 1 being | thrﬁgghoﬁy front window.” oot e

: The boys love the farm. .. ; .
, : Piet Pretorius — he turns 70 this
close to nature, But you can- { year — is right on the front line. His
not eat these things. i} farm runs down to the Limpopo opposite

'l the Tuli Block. In fact he has a dam there
50 his interests extend beyond the mid-
|y point in the river which is the inter-
, ‘ R national boundary.
; He does not reveal too much concern
1 as he points out how close his farmhouse
is to the border. Like all the other
farmers in this frontier district of Ellis-

I§ ras he is anxjous not to seem anxious.
. “The townspeople come here expeet-

i ing to find & tervorist behind every
bush,” he says as the bakkie bounces
along through the dense forest along
the river. ‘

“But we have not even lost 2 single

cow here. I am very good friends with

. . ' o ' f | ' ] f ' d f : the chief across the river.
..as the border tarmers get rewer and 1€WEeI | echomemompmoneee B0 il )
' _ : : f : south, they are black. Only to the north FLIP COETZEE LEON STEVYRN
- : ‘ e there is Buks van Tonder.” ‘

st e
srtrerertee e o r-— I =




is typical of this district —
and probably all the
border districts.

It is difficult to find two
white-oceupied farms in a

row. One white ranch
manager told me he did
not have a white
neighbour for 20
kilometres.

The official count at the
Department of Agricalture
office in Ellisras is that
136 farms are unoccupied
of the approximately 590
Ellisras farms which fall
within the 50%km border
zone designated by the
Government. This is a con-
servative count. More are
leaving all the time.

There are many reasons
why they are leaving and
fear is probably not para-
mount after all. And the
consequences are  alse
many -— but here the
security  aspect Jooms
larger. -

For the exodus from the
farmlands of places like
Ellisras is leaving large
holes in the Republic's
line of first defence, ag the
Government sees it,

It has tabled legislation
to try to reverse the trek,
including provisions which
would make it punishable
Bot to occupy a  farm,
under certain canditions,

But it is the economics

of farming here which is.
mainly responsible for the -

depopulation. It is 2 “bit
ter, hard” country to farm.

Rain jis too scarce for
the farmer who wants to
cultivate. Irrigation Das
bhecome  tgo expensive
because there fs po elec-
tricity and water has to he
pumped by diesel motor.
Cattle ranching is the

| safest bet but for that you

need at least 2500 hec
tare and only about 20
percent of the farms are
that big, And ranching has
its problems too,

The result is that the
small farmers are folding
rapidly, Their farms are
being absorbeq by bigger
armers but even this is
happening lesg often now.

ost are gelling to out-of-
owners — doctors and
businessmen  from  the
Cities — who gamefence
the farms and use them
fpr occasional trophy hune
ting,

This has left vast tracts
of land empty most of the
vear. And the process 1is
self perpetuating. The
Popularity of the' ares
among game farmers hss
pushed up the price of
fa_rmland beyond its far
ming value making it dif-
ficult for the genuine
farmer to start up here or
to extend his farm.

. “The main prohlem Here
is that the market value of
land is way above the far-
ming  value,”  says Mr

¥,

Gawie Jacobs with his prize Afrikanders on the

Limpopo River. On the other side of the river is

1 . .
Willem Lowis, chairntan of
the Ellisras District Far-
niing Union,

‘About one third of the
farms here are game
farms. The land is selling
at R0 per hectare. Its
farming value is only R40.
(The TRIBUNE discovered

“that game farms can cost

1130 a hectare.)

“If the tendency to sell
farms to people not living
here, continues, we will
have to put pressure on
the Government to im-
plement the provisions of
the mnew Act  which
stipulate that the farmer
must occupy his Iand.”

Mr Lewis farmg cattle

and peanuts,
‘T work for peanuts,” ];e
says, repeating the dis-

triet’s favourite joke,

He is one of the mors
prosperous farmers -— as
evidenced by his position
in the farmers’ union -~
hut even he does not have
electricity in his house,

The diesel toe run =a
lighting plant would be
top expensive. The fuel-
cost spiral has hit Ellisras
hard - situated as it is so
far from town markets and
provisions and beyond the
last railway station at
Vaaglwater,

For many this has pro-
ved the last straw and
scores of farmers have left
their land to work at the
Iscor coal mine being built
in the district,

-(42), is

Botswana,

Many of them are still
hanging onto their farms
by a shoestring. They work
at the mine but farm in
the evenings and at the
weekends.

Mr Ernestus Seegers,
one who was:
forced to find work at
Iscor. He is one of the
luckier ones. He had a
trade — electro-techanics,
Most work in unskilled
positions. But even thig is
an improvement on their
farm salaries.

“I know one chap who
hag only Std & education
and who left his farm to
work as a foreman at
Iscor. He gets R500 «— far
more than he earned on
the farm,” one of the-
townsfolk - cum - farmers
told me, -

0Old Flip Coetzee is one
of the born farmers whose
farm on the banks of the
Mogol, is about to be sold,
4T have tried
everything,” the 65-yvear-
old Boer says with sad
eyes. “But the spirit comes
froin above,” he adds,
pointing heavenwards, “If
it does not come, you can
not make it :

The farmers’ sons al-
most invariably go off to
town to get professional
qualifications.

Mr Leon Steyn's oldest
son is a civil engineer, his
second intends studying
Mmanagement when he
finishes arfny training,

S

. anyway,

we have caught.”

earng.
more than I do. How can I

“My - eldest-son

bluff him into coming
back to the farm ” ‘he
says. : ’ ‘

Mr Seeger’s experience
does not bode well for the
Government’s plan to en-
courage new farmers to
come to the bhorder areas.
He Ieft the city in 1967 to
try cattle-ranching in the
district, “At Steenbokpan

. there were only two of us’

who had bought our farms,
The rest all inherited.”

Mr Seeges round it was
impossible to make ran-
ching profitable etiough to
repay the interest on his
Land Bank loan and the
interests on other cagpital
investments such as the
cattle themselves.

The way things are
going it seems the defence:
of Ellisras’ — and beyond
— 1is increasingly being
entrusted to a rapidly
dwindling, aging dad’s ar-
my.

I asked Piet Pretorius
whether it really mattered
that whites were spread so
thin in the land, Wouldn*
terrorists  get - through
v if they were
determined ? The answer
had to do with - in-
telligence, in the military
sense of the word.

“The farmers do look
after the border,” he said.
“Everyone who has conte
across the border illegally




IF TRANSKEL suéceeds in getting Fast Griqualand,
other homeland leaders will regard blackmail as an

effective means of manipuiating the Government. _

Fhis is Lhe opinion of mémbers of the Iast
Grigualand Regional Development Assoctatson who,
in a memorandum to ihe Ceniral Consnlidation
Conumitier, - entimerate several factors which 1hey

clain would make ihe incorperation of Kast Grigua-

Iand into Transkel “hoth undesirahle and mnwise’s -

They point -out that scince 1936 about 180000
hectare (or 30 percenty of land from the Mataticle

-and Ueambkuln wagisterial distriets has been ceded

and had to he recrujted, in many cases from bevond®
© Mataticle in witdt is now the Mount Fletcher district,
of Transkei, -~ - #

“Gradually permapent labour "setfled on the;
farims, mostly members of the Baca and Hiubi tribes
who"ratd no homes and were the remnants of (ribe
driven south hy Chaka. .

“1t wmust ¥ emphasised that no blacks werd,
displaced by the Griguess, or later by white settlers..
It was the stabtlify created by while occupation that
las doveloped the area into whal it is today.

“The enly ethnic proup that michi Mye a clain

wamorsndum, Kokstad (rate-

and Transkel.
Consisting of

)

¢ worth about
hich 17 is arable, the area
Y] 00, of whica pergent is arabie,
I‘”g]ggz fn?’of 1475 farming units with 377 farmers.
15 ﬂ-];a;{ Griquaisnd i3 one of thg_hlghest pro-
ducers of food per hectare in South Africa, However‘,
4 1y {mportant 1o view Thig in the following context:
1((‘"“1{(- 1from Stevn Commiftee report, page 12).
it - ) "
“The region has o kioh Jarmug potential. It
is. howerer, o priontiel which connot be realised by
gjr:z'm?ﬁue fcn'mlng tkods and must, in jact, be

362 580 hectare,

ytes about R11000000 to the gross national pro-

e en Provines afler whic i U Acrording o e N T iatlati ie it 6f the area; Lo
By Maureen Griffin ey i apon, 1 White farmers. Dought - able vale DOSIEI0) and Slaliioe (HEDE e Dhring 1978/79 1946000 kilograms of wool,
v L "t . K il. . ‘. . 11y SO{)C’[‘”_D, the r2Z10n's Ir ; I, dl o i L Ti - d-‘ " i the area,-
=AU that time Jabour was virtually non-cxistent™ value Bilo SV V00, enties that also serve Losotho ! r R3.5-million was preQuced 1n the arcd,
t that time labour wa ally nor tent, thriving commervial conilcs that a ul:yl& 3 00 sheep and lamb reslised about

100 at controlied markets.
i i i FERY W hesf
o During the last financial year when e
TTierd WELe de?ressed; the Stockowners Co-Operative
Yeuliced R6,8S-million at sales in East Griqualand,
L"h.le flie turnover of ali Farmers' Association saless
srere was R5,04-million. :
ighest ever i Acld under experi

2 The highest ever maize }1(1_(1. un r

m-nigToenditions obtained at an official Government
o, ciafion was obtained at Wokstad. Sales of
And whest through official channels amount
y und REO 000 (wheat). An cstim-

R570 0G0 {(1aize

Ty T : . " 3 - . 0y . upman g
to Transkei “and hie guestion arises s to what to fhe area would be the Bushmen. As so clearly: wresiced from the soil Oy advanced methods and by {0 - and esting potaines were Sold
Loy H . i . ~ - . ; . . . i - o3 3 2 - . 1 Fad- L
other area’in the Republie has made comparable proved hy the Steyn Committee’s report, the Nhos concentrated and susiained efforts’. sted R730 000 »f secd and eating §
epifiome . . 4 : i . o N A% x93 3 - .
. sAerifices” . aml Mpondo have no historie claim to Bast Grigqua e dairy industry in Fast Grigualand con- %p the Tast seasonl.
. AL S P iy e P 1 i 1= L 3
. in 1879 East Griqualand was annexed to ihe tand. o The dairy : -
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Various explanations or
rationalisations are given
these days for the relative-
iy low agricultural produe-
tion in Ciskei and
Transkei.

They range from over
population of both people
and cattle to the ability, or
rather the alleged in-
ability., of the black peu-
sant to adjust to modern-
day agriculture.

Liberal historians have
stressed the destructive
impact of white rule, the
disruption of
tradilional African
economy par-
ticularly, the devastating
blow - of the shortage of

land, as being the root’

- causes of the apparent

failure  of black

agriculture.
The Rhodes University

economist, Prof Hobart’

Houghton, argued that

black people failed to
adapt the. tribal economy-

1o the new condition of

land scarcity, to market-.

. orientated agriculture,
* and to new methods of far-

ming.’

Although there are,
sadly, more racist views
about the low-
productivity in blaek rural
areas, the interpretation
of the liberal historians
-and economists seems to
be pretty prevalent today.

But, in truth, there is a

i very different story
wbehind the “failure of-

Dblack agriculture.” - :

The (iskei's Secretary
{for Agriculture, Mr Gary
Godden, ciled one factor
last year when he pointed
out how credit had been a
vital element in the
development of white
agriculture from mere

. survival farming to a

.-modern busmess,

T

F lack farming to

Millions and miliions
have been lent by the
Land Bank, a government-
owned institution. to
white farmers to enable
“hem to own their land,
ouy eguipment and, in
‘many cases, get rich.

With this eapital, not to
mention the security of

f

land

agricuiture took off.

For the majority of
farmers, no such system
existed because the Land
Barik was for whites, For
the black farmer, thére
wis no credit.

Gary Godden and the

Ciskei Marketing Board

Ciskei;s Secrgtary. for Agriculture, Mr Gary

!
| o - Godden.
|

tenure, white

are now trying to reverse
this process in the Ciskei
by making - credit
available, but the
resources they have are
really Reanuts. If the
South African Govern-
ment wants to make black
agriculture viable, even
within the homelands, it
should ensure that in-
stitutions like the Ciskeij
Marketing Board had
enough funds to offer any
serious farmer sufficient
capital to farm effectively
and compare with the
white farmers. -

But it is not only lack of

credit thatsdestroyed .

black agriculture. It is
now becoming clear that

blatant ‘discrimination
and coercion after the dis- -

covery of gold and
diamonds, and
culminating in the 1913
Land Act, were used by

" whites against black
_farmers and that an

economy bhased on cheap
labour, was created in the
earfy part of this century
10 suit the people with
money. :

The last thing the

developers of South
Africa’s . capitalist

~economy considered, if
- they- considéred it at all,

was the black farmer in
the rural areas. Indeed,
they needed his labour so
badly that taxes were uséd
to force him into the
mines and industry.

More than that, it is

‘quite clear that white-

farmers used every
method in the book to

minimise and, if possible,

Poliucal
Correspondent
BARRY
STREEK

' kepons : /

eliminate competition
- from black farmers.
What is-less well known

-.ds that before this process

of destroying black
agriculture, the black
farmer competed very
easily and effectively.,

= "In the Ciskei, Transkei

and the Eastern.-Cape,
black farmers soon
adapted to the needs of

the market economy after

the initia! impact with the

settler society. had .begun’

~to change their life style.
"~ This has been brought
out in a recent article by
an Oxford University
academic, Colin Bundy.
For example, he quotes

from a travelier in the-

Glen Grey district in 1880
who wrote: "“Man for man,

the kaffirs of these parts -

are better farmers . than
the Europeans, more

careful of their stock,

e

oo

[t
)

s

cultivating a larger area of

land, and working
themselves more
assiduous|y.”

The same traveller, V.

Sampson, was told by a
magistrate from a
neighbouring district that
“taking man for man and
acre for acre, the native
produces more than the
European.”

In one district of 7 000
people, an official told
Sampson, black farmers

in the Peddie, Victoria
East, Queenstown and
King William's Town dis-
tricts. From these dis-
tricts, as well as others,
there was a surplus of
agricultural production
which was sold. ’
For example, in 1864 a

total of 17 (00 pounds of -

. wool was sold from the

had produced 230 820 .

pounds of wool of superior
quality, besides 7 484
muids of
operated 77 wagons.

Bundy writes:
“Throughout the Ciskei,

. north-eastern Cape and

western Transkei,
peasants
foothold as land-holders
and cultivators,

grain, forage, stock and

corn and -

ar

gained a .-

selling

animal products. They '
won prizes at agricultural -

shows in competition with
white farmers, and a
siatistician noted in 1870
that ‘taking evervthing
into consideration, the

““The Wittebergen

reserve raised such guan-
- tities.of wheat, maize and -

millet that the area served
as the ‘granary of both the
northern districts and the

" Free State too!"”

‘native distret of Peddie -
surpasses the European .
.- district “of . Albany in its -
- productive powers': - -

Hundreds of black peo- -

- ple bought land and many

morg leased land from
white owners; especially

fo R o
€ g

Peddie district. In 1870 it
was estimated that blacks
sold produce worth
R300 000 while at the

same time white farmers

sold pr.oducp worth

RI 1584 000. .

-With the discovery of
diamonds, new markets
developed and black
farmers responded im-

. mediately. Five thousand -
. wagons of mealies were
sold by Fingoland farmers. -

in 1873, as well 2s a wool

erop worth R120 006 in

Gaikaland, Gealekaland,
Tembuland and East Gri-
qualand. It was reported

ihat the people were sell-..
" ing cattle to buy sheep.

Bundy cites other in-
cidences and figures to
show that given the
chance to compete with
the white farmers, .the
btack farmers
Ppeasants were able to do
$0. .

But when the mines

demanded labour (one
rememhbers they had to
resaort to Chinese
“eoulies”,

white farmers demanded
labour (it was so bad in
Natal that they had to

bring in Indian workers .

and -

50 desperate .
were they), and when the -

-for the sﬁgér estates), the

pattern changed from one
of competition to one of
subjugation. :

And the black farmer
has been at a great disad-
vantage ever since. Hav-
ing gained an unfair ad-
vantage, the white farmer
interests apparently want
to keop it that way:
witness the Ciskei's
problem with selling its
tobacco. - . _

It is about tim.é that

black agriculture was-

given a chance, a reajl
chance, to recover. That
means a massive financiai

. injection -~ into low-

interest credit schemes.

“into irrigation schemes,

into housing settlements ;

and into resources, - -

With the phenomenal
profits’ from gold! the
South .African Govern-

ment has been given a -

. chance. And it wouild be
' terrible if that chance to

revive black | agriculture °

swere lost. .

For every million rands

at least ten per cent

made out of the gold price, .

should be set aside for -

black rural development.
That is where the future

lies, whatever govern-
ment is in power; and the
problems of urbanisation.
influx contro! and housing
will continue unless
something drastie is done
now in the rural areas.

The problem can be ig-
nored, as it has been for
many years, but in the
1980s South Africa does so
at its peril. One rand ous

. stability of South Africa -

of every ten in the gold -

price profits would be a

. small price to pay.

e e ]
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Pretofin Bureau

FARMING had become an inte-
gral part of Seuth Afriea’s busi-
ness world and for the farmer
to protect his status, greater
emphasts would have to be laid
on specialised and integrated
agriculture.

3o said the Minister of Agri-
culture, Mr Hendrik Schoeman,
when he officially opened the
two-day Agricuitural Qutlock
Conference 1980 (Agrocon) at
the University of Pretoria yes-
terday.

More than 300 delegates, re-
presenting dairy products,
meat boards, poultry, crops,
livestock, and centrolled mar-
keting and price formulation
organisations, from all parts of
the country attended the con-
ference.

Mr Schoeman said he be-
leived it essentiad that farmers

YO TINYEE T LV PO SRS Y NIV

VMiinister gives
advice to

or

BIVeS (5 |
farmers

Inoked at integrated agriculiure
as a top priority as farming
now incorporated {he same
risks, faced rising jallation
costs and technelopical ad-
viancement.

“Balanced technology and
econoric plgnning in agricui-
ture has hecome a greater ur-
gency than ever hefore,'” Lir
Schoeman said.

“Inv the times in which we
live there is on occasion a ten-
dency to over-simplify compli-
cated probleins.

“This applies not only at the
political level, where we have
become wary of the ‘philog-
ephers' of the world, but alsoin
agricuiture which receives reg-
ularly its quotas of ‘wise coun-
sel” from scurces which go not
reveal an intimate knowledge
of the problems of uagricul-
ture,” Mr Schoeman said.

TTEREY




ercury (:orrespondent

PRETOHIA — A South Afrlcan dalry
dustry executive. yésterday called for-a: ag:
on the Press to.prevent consumers: getting’
information about’ planned price'increases.
Strmgent censorship of reports ‘dealing with
- food price hikes, particularly of sensitive staple
commodities, was of vital impertance; said the
general manager operations, of:the National
Co-operative: Dairies; Dr Mattheus. Hermann,',-

‘during ‘a session ‘on ‘Goverament’ pricein-

creases ‘held at the 1980 Agrlcultural Outloo
conférence here yesterday:

‘We should not give the Press. anythmg They'

should not be informed at all that price:hikes or-in-
creases in various prodicts are under- way. They
' should just be given a Press release when it hap-
pens "Dr I—Iermann sald :

.

papers merely
pubhcnsed articles which
d TS

ewing. prlces. i f‘f
When it eame to popular
| consumer. commadities

such a8 mllk cheese and

Pnces should be

1,
creased and these in- -
creases should only be 2or
3 ‘percent each time. Then

the public will not:be

shocked by a large annual .

mcrease he sald

Essenttal

He .belleved. it essential’
the  Department of-
:Co-operative.
Dairies hé given a budget

National

by Minister of Agriculture -

"Mr- Hendfik- Scheeman, to |

allow ‘control beards to
determine: price “hikes. ‘in
advance and withofit .of-
ficial consultatlon

When Tthe\ congumer.

ey

tackingth agricultural ip-
dustry ahd'does not worry
about” other price fields,

~.

kind of' bad pubh'

prlces We

I I

RN TO PAGE 2

5 always at-

' But. Government Aaction
“ should be taken to- stop this:
ch’ |

y intended jn-
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Preq S On
. A ')‘\

food% price increases

. -FROM PAGE 1

is going on.’
Former :

. chairman of the organisa-

Durban

‘{ion. Mrs Margaret Cooke,
3

-

"Mr Johan

satd the suggestion was un-
acceptable: 1t is hilarious

that thev can even dream’

up such a proposal.’

The dircclor of the Con-
sumer Council in Pretoria,
Yerheem, said
he did rot helieve the Press
should be muzzled.

He said the Press only

published what people told
them and asked spokesmen
for their views,

Mr Verheem said all in-
formation about possible
food price increases should
be published for the infor-
mation uf consumers.
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While South African
agriculture has been

[ . BRI 1

leaping ahead in vol-
ur-e of production and
efficiency, the same
cannot be said of in-
dustry and mining.
This emerges from a
comparison of  figures
issued by .the Department
of Statistics, and only con-

firms_ what many econo-

mistss have known all
Caleng.~ % _

Every few years the De-

partment of  Statistics

_presents us with a new,

.cengus photograph of
‘what® dur national
nomy looks like.

Unfortunately, the: in-

and  aoristltaral

prove it:
agﬂcw

The

combine
harvester
above,
busily
ejecting a
stream of
maize into
a farm
tipper,
epitomises
the
producti-
vity lead
established
in South
Africa by
agriculture
over
industry
(see work-
er at left)
and min-

N, y

Hannes Ferguson nnj

FARMING

domidstic product;
€C0- s, Person L

mployed

re

-——

I odn

fQCT1

80
gl

UC L

BLZT 656
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I and their computers,

g g
censuses seldom coincide.
Financial statistics, {from

various official sources,
are also not as regularly

available as one would
like.
So, the latest conve-

nient year for comparing
agriculture with the rest
of the economic sector
was 1975, giving us a
colour print of the decade
1965 to 1975.

Next year, when tha
agricultural census of
1980 has been digested by
our faithful statisticians
we
shall have an idea of the
overlapping decade of the
seventies.

We keep writing his-
tory, hut it remains recent
enough to give us a lot of
clues to what is happen-
ing today.

Increases

In this way, the decade
1965 to 1975 has much to
tell! us. But it can do so
only if we convert all data
to 1970 prices, in order to
give constant 1970 values,

Thus we learn that be.
tween 1965 and 1975, the
contribution of agricul-
ture to the total value of
what South Africa pro-
duced (gross domestic
product) has gone up —
at 1970 prices — from
R874-million to
R1 110-million, industry
from R2113-millien to

R2 830-million and mi-
ning’s contribution from
R1 004-million to
R1 207-million.

Total employment of
the three sectors also

changed to 890000 (cor-
rected figures) in agricul-
ture, from 929500 ‘o
1348 400 in industry, and
607 100 to 623 800 in mi-
ning.

In the same way, fixed
investments in agricul-
ture, except land and
stock and again in 1970
values, have risen from
R2 010-million 10
R2 647-million, The same
figures for industry were

R1 979-million and
R4 186-million; for mining
R1 762-million and
R2 362-million.

Now we have all the
ingredients for our pro-
ductivity comparison.

Productivity in terms of
manpower, for our pur-
pose, 15 the contribution
of agrieulture, industry,
mining, ete, to the gross

&S oy
oo QN

2
oe

i | IE

ti(b)vn te GDP for every
rand of fixed investments:

TABLE 1
Manpower productivity:
GDP for each employee in
the seector — constant
prices of 1970.

Yo
1965 1975 Change

Agri 795 1233 + 55

Ind 2272 2556 +12

Min 1690 1849 +9
TABLE 2

Capital productivity: GDP

per rand invested in fixed
capital — consiant prices
of 1970,

%a
1965 1975 Change

Agri 043 040 —7
Ind 1,07 082 ~23
Min 0,56 0,49 —13

Agriculture has heen
growing by leaps and

bounds, not only in vol-
ume of production, but
also in efficiency. The
productivity of every per-
son in agriculture has
increased in the decade
with 55 percent. Part is
due to the increase in
capital invested, but part
also to sound ma-
nagement.

Decline

By the same token, in-
dustry has improved its
manpower productivity hy
12 percent. Capital pro-
ductivity in industry has,
however, declined by as
much as 23 percent.

This may have several
causes. One would be the
naturally declining rise in
value generated by each
successive addition to cap-
ital.

The massive rise in cap-
ital invested in industry
in the decade, which more
than doubled even
faster than industry's con-
tribution to the national
product — points to a
large increase in mechani-
sation. Industry has be-
come more capital inten-
sive.

The low

increase in
manpower productivity,
however, points in the
opposite direction.

A reasonable interpreta-
tion would be that many
large high-technology and
high - mechanisation pro-
jects have been under-

taken, but that at the
same time many indus-
tries have remalned

lahour-intensive, or have
even become more so as
they have grown.
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“If you can’t beat
*em, join ‘em,’’
seems to have been
the philosophy that
ied to the recent for-
mation of the beer
and wine mono-
polies.

The two-year-old beer

watr between Intercon--

tinental Breweries
{Rembrandt) and the
Sonth African Breweries

is estimated to have cost.

the industry R30-million.

“Pprofits of the vine
were being used to help
subsidise the beer war, to
the cost of South Africa’s
000 wine farmers,” said
pPr Andre du Toit,
chairman of the Ko-
QOperatieve Wijnbouwers
Vereniging (KWV).

“The wine farmer was

virtually in the hands of .

two monopolies. When
the opportunity provided
itself to have a say in our
ewn affairs, we grahbsd
it with both hands.,”

The KWV took a 30 per-
cent share in the newly

formed Cape Wine and
Distillers company. I's
hedfellows, are former
"arch enemies — of each

other and the KWV — the

SAB (30 percent and
Rembrandt {38 percent}.

Strangest

The new company
came about when SAB

" handed over its major

wine interests, including
Stellenbosch Farmer’'s
Wineries, to Rembrandt
in return for Imtercom-
tinental Breweries.

Dr du Toit and the
KWV make the strangest
pariners of the new wine
monopoly. For years, Dr

du Toit, as head of the

farmers’ organisation,
strongly condemped the
monopolistic situation in
the liguor industry.

In his chairmagn's-an-
nual report in 197
portion was devot
atiack on the: .
“free enlerprise’
industry. -

He
“whether certain condi-

tions and principles were-

reconcilable with the
principies and ideals of a
system of free
enterprise.”’

As examples, he asked:

st

FxY .
guestioned

Charlene Beltramo of Starline

Monopolies v The ConsumeR

three-part

@ “Is it free trade and
free competition when
enly. two groups (mow
one) with- wholesale li-
quor interests are respon-
sible for the purchase of
more than 80 percent of
all wines and spirits that
wine growers produce
{and 90 percent of wine
exports)? :

- @ “Is it free competi-

tion. when brewery in-.

terests and wine interests
are combined?

‘@ **,..when prices
are fixed collectively and
not separately?

# ... when takeovers
and amalgamations and
the formation of large in-

" ferest groups resultin the
restriction instead of the
-expansion of distribution
and marketing?”’
Socialism

Dr du Toit said it was
difficuit te comment on
the report in the light of
recent developments, but
the mew system shonld
stabilise the wine in-
dustry. S

A member of .the
former Board of . Trade
and Industries said:the
system in the wine in-

_ dustry ‘‘smacked of

. creeping socialism.”

i In response, Dr dw Toit
dsked: “What is wrong

. with a group of farmers-
coming together and’

- forming a business under-
taking to protect their in-
terests?”’

One of the clauses in-
troduced by the Govern-
ment was that SAB and
Rembrandt dispose of all
but five of their retail
outlets.

L~ investigation

. two groups have 12 years

«— depending on fhe brand
and type (eg dumpies},
and the retailer.

However, Mr ! van der

However, the market is
not likely to he flooded
with liguer stores. The

in which to dispose of
their retail interests. division at SAB, said that

Retail liquor barons gyer Christmas, SAB had
bave criticised this, say-  discounted Sportsman,
ing leading retailers: | Cylemborg, Kronenbrau
would be tied to SAB and; (jn the Tramsvaal only)
Rembrandt for many ' ,nd Heidelberg beers by
years still. ““As a result’ - 55 much as 15 percent to

Watt, head of the beer:

} COSLS) ch i
‘ s‘.h’ﬂo d keep a brake.on 1i-

gertain produets that do

likely to appear in these
boitie stores {a total of
430) for a long time," an

industry-spokesman said.

-

Benefit

But to the beer-loving
masses of “South Africa
the problems that could
arise in the wine ifdusiry
are of little importance.

When SAB concluded
the agreements, they
promised mot to put up
the wholesale price of
beer until 1981

At the time of the
mergers, Dr ¥ du Plessis
of Santam — ‘apparent
architect of the scheme
— said the consumer was
likely to.benefit because
the two lighor gianis
should he able te e
which in" tirn’

Prices: - o o
B has kept’ its

. promisé ‘to’ the consumer

" and has shaved costs..

Its first move was to
retrench- 200 empiovees.
It then withdrew its wide
range of discounts and
special offers to
retailers. -

Beer prices went up
from seven to 55 percent

Watt said:
iment, It has nothing to do

" 40 2¢ percent.
not find favour are uR-.

All are bottom-of-the-
"market Beers.
. Kronenbrau has a seven

percent share of the
- market while the other
three account for Jess
than eight percent of beer
sales. )

Mr van der Watt denied
that SAB had given large
discounts in the past —
contrary to what
retailers insist — and
said discounts had only
been five or 10 percent of
the list price.

In addition, he said, the
price war was confined to
a maximun of 10 percent
of velume,

When asked how much
SAB had saved by stopp-
fing discounts, Mr Van der

“No com-

iwith you or the publie.”
Informea sources

- Ifelieveé that these moves

‘will save SAB millions.

§

-_Batt!e

Mr Brian Jeseph of
premier Milling whe
have large boitle store in-
terests, said that when
the breweries gave dis-
counts to retailers these
had been passed on to the
public.

South Africa should be a nation of
" pot-bellied drinkers --- per capita
beer consumption is a frothy 30
litres a year.
© Wine lovers, it would seem, have
a lesser thirst. Per capita con-

“Now we can't keep

prices. down, and
retailers are battling to
keep the market com-
petitive,” he said.

At the time of the
mergers, the Govern-
ment assured the public
that the moves were be-
ing made in the best in-
terests of industry and
the economy.

Retallers are already
complaining about confu-
sion and inefficiency
within the market, but
those may be teething
troubles,

Consumers hav
feel the benefits p
promised . rationalistion

of the industry” and some .

gloom prophets a
ing they never will.
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sumption ot the truit of the vine in
SA in 1978 wus 8.80 litres

Higher priced spirits obviously
fall at the bottom of the consump-
tion scale # mere 1.02 fitres a
head were downed in 1978,
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MAYFAIR 7
Tel 35-8045/6/7, :
After hours
Tino Burger
680-1010.
WE WILL DO

... ADEALTO - -
SUIT YOUR BUDGET.

W sarcantrorogr—odt, 2
'qliv;;'" mednll'?unz. &%lé}
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ASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Az

A price rise in fertiliser ripﬁlas
strangly throughout the entire
_sgricuttural sector, affecting all

pasic foodstuffs, including

margarins, cooking oil, maize

meal, bread, dairy preducts,
meat and poultry, eggs and soya.

r

LA A

TVY

Two major groups,
Fedmis-Sentrachem

and Triomf-AECT

coniro]l more than 90
percent of .the fer-
tiliser market.

To strengthen
their position
further, combat new
entrants to the
market and contrel
prices, the twe have
a decade-old market-
sharing agreement.

in 1975, Triomf tried to
back out of the agree-
ment and appealed to the
Government for as-
gistance.

A Board of Trade and
Industries investigation
was ordered.

Triomf claimed the-

agreement was stifling
iree enterprise: “If there

is no free competition,

service becemes poor,
because a company as-
sured its share in the
market finds it no longer.
necessary to offer im-
proved service.

“To remain viable, a
company must be com-
petitive — to the advan-
tage of the consumer.

[ 4 r

[ 4

“The marketing agree-
ment is suppressing ine

itiative and innovation, .

because under a share
limitation, the company
cannot effectively use
these to improve its posi-
tion on the market.

“In the absence of in-
centive, improvements
and progress will remain
dormant, te ihe detri-
ment of the consumer.”

Steps

Triomf added that “‘the
agreement has resulted in
manufacturers not being
able to lower their unit
production costs by pur-
posefully expanding
capacity and turnover.”

In terms of the apgree-
menf the two parties
would have discussions
whether {o combat a new
manuiacturer or dis-
tributor and how to go
about it.

Similarly, they agreed
10 take steps agaiust any
manufaciurer or vendor

of fertiliser jeopardising

the interests of either of
the two parties or other
organisations linked jo
them,

Such steps were
designed effectively to

crush any opposifien that

vy v wY

appéared threatening 1o
the Triomi-Fedmis
menopoly.

The Board found ‘“‘the
ahsence of adequate com-
petition led to complaints
by consumers (farmers)
that they had little power |
-to negotiate prices with
suppliers and had to ac-
cept one-sided conditions
of sale.”

~ The Board recom-
mmended that the agree-
ment be discontinued and
suggested a further in-
vestigation into the fer-
tiliser industry. Their
first suggestien was not
accepted, but in May 1977
a further imvestigation
into the industry was ifi-

T iiated.

The date given for the
possible termination of
the agreement was
December 31 last vear.
Both parties have refused

~ to comment on whether it

will the ended, but it
seems anlikely.

. Input

Fergiliser accounts for
19 percent, or RI84-
miilion of the total
agricultural input costs.

A price rise in ferfiliser
ripples
throughout the entire
agricultural sector, ai-

w P ¥ P FY

‘ditional

fecting all basic food-
stuffs, including
margarine, cooking oil,
maize meal, bread, dairy
producis, meat and
pouliry, eggs and soya.

The recently announced
17,3 percent price in-
crease for fertiliser, as
an esample, will push up
food prices by an average
of five to seven percent.

Dr P Gouws, director
of the S5A Maize
Producers’ Institute, said
the increased fertiliser
price meant farmers
would have to find an ad-
R130-million,
wher planting erops this
year.

Three-quarters of the
fertiliser produced in this
country is sold te the
maize farmers. It forms
33 percent of their
production costs.

Last year’s 14,1 percent
price increase in fer-
tliser will he a major
factor in maize farmers
asking for a 27 percent
price rise this year.

Next vear am even
higher price rise ean be
expected for maize. The
depressed  international

Strongl}"\h grain price. brought

aheut by America cancel-
ling its 14-miltion fon con-

Charlene Beiiramn' of Starline

g

. Monopolies v the CONSUMER
A

=¥ three-part
s investigation

PART 2: The fertiliser

giants

tract with Russia, will
play a lerge part in this.

Agricultural exports
are second only to gold as
major source of export
potential. Maize forms
the largest agricultural
export, so can be con-
sidered as second only to
geld in the SA export
raarketf.

Income

A depressed iuter-
national market will
mean lower export
prices, which would
prohahly mean the money
would have te he
recoupert locallv.

$3ut higher prices don’t

necessarity mean richer

farmers.

Sputh Africa’s 60 000
farmers had a combined
income of R3 166-million
in 1978. Their debt for the
same period ameunted to
R2 878-miilion.

Mr J Willemse,
economist for the SAAL,
peinted out that in
Japuary 1978, while
farmers were receiving
R84 a ton for maize meal,
consumers were paying
R212.

“if the local fertiliser
industry can't compete

with imported fertiliser,

they should not be over-
protected,” Dr Gouws
said.,

“Six months age we
could have imperted
nitregenous fertiliser 5¢
percent cheaper than the
local product. However,
povernment conerols pre-
vent this.”

Mr Chris von Solms,
chairman of the Fer-
tiliser ‘Society admitted
this was often true. “But
much of the imported
ammonia {used vo make
nitrogenous fertiliser) is
from natural gas fields in
Russia, Rumania and
Arab countries.

“Even if farmers conld
import, it's deubtful i
these countries would
guarantee supplies.”

Nitrogen it the most
vital element in fertiliser
and the costliest,

Previcuslty most of
§A’s mitrogen supplies
were obtained from eil-
based ammeonia, Ad-
vances within the Sasol
programme and €COB-
siderable research by AE
& Cl have led to coal
based ammoania, which is
far cheaper.

However, fertiliser
spokesmen refuse to give
figures of exactly how
much cheaper.

At present 85 percent of
Tocal nitrogen needs are

obtained from coal-based

ammoenia,

According to Mr von
Solms, “when Sasol Two
and Three are on the line,
the fertiliser industry
will obtain three-guarters
of its ammonia needs
from coal.” :

Ammonia

One of the reasons put
forward for the most re-
cent price rise was the
massive cost escalation

of eil — a factor that -

should have declined in
significance with the in-
creasing use of coal.

About 3 percent of the
distribution and selling of
fertiliser is done through
agricuitural co-~
operatives — a system
the Board of Trade and
Indusirtes frowned on in
its investigation.

Farmers bhave sfleged

it is often difficult o ob--

tain fertiliser supplies
shortly before price in-
creases and that co-ops
often favaur one suppiier.

Shares .

Ag a result farmers are
often foreed to buy from
company A even though
comnpany B may market
cheaper or better {in the
farmers’ opinion)
prodact. Most of the o
gps have shares in eithe
Triomi-AECE ar Fedmis:
Sentrachen.

Farmers have valled
for Government interven
tion in the fertiliser in
dustry to break the prie
ing and disiributios
cartel. They are alse
demanding a say in the
pricing of fertiliser in ths
future,

Last word comes fron
a prominent economis
who pointed out tha
“while the majority o
the population is spendin;

. 8D percent of its incom

on food, and mere tha
2,5-zaillion people are us
employed, urgent step
should be iaken to kee
food prices at .
mintmune.”

TOMORROW: The egg fiasco.
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Consumer arganisa-
tions are good only
for issuing Press
statements, and

. even that ability isin

doubt, some people

- gay.

Star Line talked to

some of the most active
and potentially signifi-
cant consumer protection
bodies: The Housewives
Yeague, Consumer

- Union, 8A Co-Ordinating
‘ Consumer Council and

| Aet,

the Trade Practices Ad-
visory Committee,
TPA

Furmeﬂ i 1978 as a

du*ect offshoot of the .

Frade Practices Advisory
the TPAC was in-

" tended to. momitor and

. Minister

stop or alter unethical
business practices.

" Since them there have
been six meetings of the
snain committee and 12
meetings of the agenda
group.

Capable

Mr U Xotzenburg,
secretary of the 19-
Jnember commitiee, said
recommendations were
ravely made to the
and in-

. westigators have never

yet been sent out to in-
vestigate complaints.
“Instead we circulate a

‘. questionnaire and the

general commiitee is

‘ quite capable of judging

from that.
It is the policy

© 01 le ehairman and com-

mitiee to appoint a sub-
committee to wvisit
businessmen and en-
‘courage self-regulation.
" “Unfortunately. un-
‘ethical people tend to ig-
nore this.
law.”” Mr Kotzenburg
-said.

However. in terms of

" the Act the committee
has a wide range of

remedies open to it. from
powers of inspection.
seizure of goods and
documents. inierroga-

. tion, disclosure of infor-

mation and the prosecu-
tion of offenders or
_ prohibition. of unethical
trade practices.

Bodies

" However, Mr Mike
Hawkins, the liaison of-.
‘ficer, says the council is

not a ‘‘complaints
bureau, we are a cao-
ordinating body.”

Its most significant
achievements in the past
three years, Mr Hawkins
said, were: the develop-
ment of 4 complaints of-

fice; next year’s ldunch
of a constimer edudation

programme “in all
schools; _gnd~ the
]aunchmg af SA-Ton-

sumet (circulation
15 000).
Members:

The SA Consumer
Unidn, formed 26 years
ago is the miother of the
Co-Ordinating Council.

It claims a grassroots
membership of two mil-
lion. Members include
the Automobile Associa-
tion of §A, the SA Bureau
of Standards, the Public
Servants’ Association of
SA and cther organisa-
tions.

Associated members
include: Unilever, Coca-
Cola Export Corpora-
tion, Tupperware SA and
13 other busiress. and
agricaltufal organisa-
tmns

include:
sumer conference in Cen- )

;i\ \ {©

It iz the Consumer
Union which nominates
members {0 serve on the
Consumer Council. It also
votes for members of the
control boards. .

The union’s most
significant achievemnents
over the last three vears
a iarge con-

sumer Year (1978%):,
feed-the-natiof”
posium (‘‘to. draw atten-
tion to the fact thal it is
possible to feed a family
cheaply and nutritiously™}
and an anti-waste. cam-
paign.

“We don't want over-
legislation. The con-
sumer can't be put in a
glass cage. 1t is up fo the

:consumer to spend tol-

lishly or not. we're a free

hat

S'Vm-'

1

society,
Margaret Lessing, &

founder membet. of - the -0

union,

The - Houseere-s
League, formed in 1935, is:
the oldest, probably most
militant and hardest
working_of the consumer

grganisations, with about

5000 e bers-

own fune mmmgms-; o
be funded by- semeotie; -
else means you can be

held in check," says Mrs *
Joy Hurw1tz national
president.

The league’s achieve-
ments would fill pages. A

few include: a successful

boycott of milk and dairy

produets when prices.

were raised during a glut,

sa.id Mrs

Complaints
The committee ecouid

The only i |
- remedy then is in general

be particularly importaﬂt

in that the Minister is |

only aliowed. to meie-
inent the empowering
provisions after the mat-
ter has been referred to
the committee. The
Minister may not act
against. the committee’s
recommendation.

‘There has never been g
prosecution in terms of
the Act. Most of the
members represent
business and industry.”

The SA - Co-Ordizating
Tomsuuser Council was
the brainchild of the SA
€ensumer Union and $til]
relies heavily on it.

It is funded by the
Government — R220 004

" this vear - and receives

about 500 complainis a

. Imonth,

themselves, .wrltes

compieted a 400- page in-
- vestigation info the hxgh
" cost of being buried.

. The Jeague opposed the :
g formatmn N
D

campaxgns for
school ‘Uniforms ;

{-year. the. ,leagn
suecessfu}!v appeaje o
15§, tige ralsmg af th@ 1"\" :
ad’'price

encouragement from -

f the | -atlunal-n
: “to itspurreit g

ment aniti-monopolistic

Jegislation against the

group. -

Sales Tax on foodstufis
and basics such as can-
dles and paraffin.

“GST .put our inflation
rate up 3,5 percent. The
housewife and man-in-

* the-street’ are- becommg

desperate ‘as the fo
dex soar's above Hot

percent,

“We can t.a fhig th:s 'k

" unemployment,”’

It opposed General

coupted with widespread
Mrs
Hurwitz says.

Eugene Roelofse, om-
budsman for the South
African Council of
Churches started his
career as director of the
Consumer Council. He
was' offered his post at
the SACC after attacking

; churches)fm‘ 1gn0rmg”

e

- consumer

“is tireless work for

the past two years alone

has included.:

~® Piecing together

evidence for the prosecu-
tion of the three doctors:
involved in the Bl]\O ease-

. Successfullv appeal-'
ing..against. the im-’
plementation of-the }
Credit Agreements Bﬂl in’

; _H.-”




£ The raral areas are in many respects vizal
o J 1o our survival, and the sound econwm:
. J position of farmers is counsequently
|
'

P

cardinal importance. Evervthing possid
should therefore be done to ensure
viability and economic survival of he
) various agricultural mdustrizs and te pre-
o ] vent the drift of producers rrom agricuiturs.
With this in view. the Government
pointed a representative committes under
the chairmanship of Dr. A, S, Jacobs last
year to inguire into the economic posiwen
. of famers and agricultural financing in
+ gencral, with special reference, inter afia,
~to the effect of steadily rising production
| costs, farmers’ increasing burden of Jebu
¢ and the extent to which existing scurces of
(* finance are meeting their credit reguire-
1\ ments. The Committee has sinve neen on-
. I verted into a Standing Commission. This
i means that constant atention will now be
) given to financial and other pro-iems in
agriculture.

o

‘ tThe judicious utilization of the &zt
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- thas someth
vith the-fertiliver industry:

© .- Mr Sigelajr sald the NAU
“oniell had recetitly pas-”

: Agﬂcultural
. Correspondent -

FARMERS ave indignant-

and horrified by the an-
pomcement that Trioms

. profits jacreased by 00

percent while they hed to
pay.up to 21 percent morz

" for fertiliger.
: Aéke@t_o comment on the

pews that Trlomf's fex-
tiliger profita for 1875 had

" increased from T3 000 060

to R24 mitilon, Mr Denald

 Binclelr, president of the
Nata) Agrlouitural Union, |

sald; ‘They ar¢ unprint-
Cabie’. :

' He safd the -apnounce-

:ment by Mr Louls Eayt,

© .. 'whe heads the gipns, com- -
. pany,
confirmed the gusplcions of -

eariler 3hls week

the Emmin? pommupity
n

sed a resolutiofizcalling £0

an inquiry intashe priced?

fertiliger in South Agrlﬁﬁ:‘

Formers warned that the .

recent Increase in fer-
tiliger prices would push up
the cost of food. Many said

" they were on the verge of
bankruptey becanse of con-

g was Wrong:

%

tinually rising production
costs.

Mr Luys defended the
price incrense and said his
company's profits wete
derived -from the export
matlees. N S

‘We are wirtually sub- |
sidising the sate of fers
tiliser loenlly,” he said. -

Mo. onie hatt shown any
sympatky when his com-
pany had suffered ‘masstve
losses before.

. Mir Luyt said Triom§ had
Invested R2E1 mililon In
factories and was only now |

- getting 8 veturn on its in-

vebtmens.

U Memewhile, the Con-
gumer Counieil ‘In Pretoria
gy eafted for o subsidy on
bpste foodstuffs such as
rgalze and wheat products.
~The “trgent pppegl was

| winte yesterday. by aguutil

 Jdtignn Verkeem
fd"chay theprice 9f "
d had inPrenged Py
“atmost 15 percent lin 1979

and thefe was every in-
dlention ‘that it codid rise .
by even more this year, '
" Ye sald the crisis faced

by consumers warranted

exceptional action in the

Light of prevalling cirenni-

stances.

Vior
i

ke
g




Fa_rmer'
e An old man tells why he’s glvmg up his
live once farm.,,

It’s not the terrorlsts It’s the dlabetes

_FRIKKIE stands in the mud. at the
Limpopo’'s edge, pointing across to
the Rhodesian side where, one night a
few months ago, rival terrorist armles
fought out a battle. . -

He says he has decided to glve up farmmg at
‘the end of the year.

But is he not running away because of any. prospect
of danger if the Rhodesian elections don’t.-work out =
or because of terrorist excursions across . the river .

0 .
for food? could anyone know what would -
Frikkie chuckles and says: happen?” . g
“You can only live once, and But he; pever leaves hig wife -
I'm rising 72, ) alone in thetr two-storey house.
“No, than, I've got diabetes He or his.gon aré slways there. -

B ) . The fourih, farmer, Her- -
. and I'hurt my hip when a truck -
rolled me four timés under wa- ando Bemadotte! wend to the

Limpopo 12 yéars ago. . .°
E.Z; y‘;’zl;"can ¢ go on forever, . He was an Italian prisoner of :
. war in Soiithi-Africa; a storiema-
Until he finally decides to.

] to. son, before' taking up farting, /
quit, he is growing gooseberries -

He .answers: **Will youl -
~ by the ton for the canners ... stay?” with.a Latin shrug. He
. "no fluctuating market-prices,

is concerned ‘with lack of trang- .
no arguments about graspmg vegetab]es, the lugh
- farmers”.

g Rhodesians. -
If. the. farms there

. in Johannes—

- .. The us. Hias been caused
by old- ;"bankruptcy and in
- s0me ‘cases “‘becaise the wom-
' ik see and hear what hag-
acioss the: river; and it
psets them,”! said-one farmner.
¥ Further along the ‘Rhodesian
_border sand-alse on' the Bots-
-wana border, there's a similar

Farniefs ‘have been dnven 'i: pxcture : ,UHOCCUPIEd land and
from ‘ithe. Lxmpopo
tlcal dlfﬁcultl 3.6F

.;A.h

Frikkie Re‘_jielinghuys, is one
-of the four resident .farmers
> still left -in & narrew strip: of
South African. £errrtory which
runs betweén V.
the south bank g

“* HANNES VAN DER WALT
“No trouble” :

“%%by “absentee land-’
wh

on the border — not sleeping
partners,” said Hennie Smit,
chairman of the Thabazimbi
Agrieultural Union:
“Experience in Rhodesia has
shown us that terrorists infil:
trate the local population and
set.up bases when there are no
white farmers- around,” said
Koeks Terblanche, chairman of
the Soutpansberg Agrrcu]tural

“Union.
*“While -black labourers gen-.

erally co-operate -with their

employers, they refuse to-assist -

the police or army.”
Mr Terblanche' is a strong

‘proponent of a co-ordmated re- '

settlement sclieme.

- on the Limpopo, Mr -
: Redelmghuys and Mr Visser re-
) member the battIe between

HERMANDO BERNADETTI
Former PoW

Zapu and Mozambique bands on
the opposite- bank when the
shots could be heard at Tshi-
pise, about 18 km away, and
they counted 42 dead terrorist
bodies in the morning.

One farmer tells of an occa-
sion when a terrorist died at

the hands of his own men while -
he was halfway across the riv-

er — “with a builet in his back

“and my tobacco in his pocket”.

. That was a wiy comment on
the excursion of Rhodesian

biacks into South Africa. Mr
" Redelinghuys said:
das have been to-and-froing

““The Ven-

acrass the river since Paul

" Kruger's day.”

They and ‘the fariners were
good neighbours and Mr Rede-

to catch the cross-river
Until the oeaseflre Rhode-

- sian terrorists could be seen

almost any day on the other
bank, say fazmers. They could

-got drink from the sealed Rho-

‘desian farm wells so- they were

- forced to the river, which is

now about waist high and will

be bone dry by April.
" The terrorists = and Venda -

civilians — would steal across

at night to feed and rest up -

among the local blacks.

- Foar were caught this week
(again with a farmer’s tobac-
¢o) and handed over by patrol-
ling South Africa forces to the
Rhodesians at Beit Bridge.

That’s the usual.procedure for-

Rhodestans found on- the South
African side,

Mr Van Zyl went to-the Lim-
popo 24 years ago ‘‘bringing my

-wife from a six-roomed house,

buying the farm. unseen be-
cause-there was a store which
turned over R1000 a day.
“Everything you see here
I've carved out'with my own
hands,” he says. .
He closed his store after the

- door was twice -burnéd by a-
crook who was raldmg stores )

i i
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Special report

by JACK BLADES and
COLLEEN HENDRIKS

B(W) |

passing the goods across
the river.

Thirteen kﬂometres away, al [’

Cross, near Tshipise, is a farm-
er who doesn’t want to go but
reckons he will have to — if the
pnce is right.

" The Vendas call him-'Moloi, .

the witchdoctor.

But 47-year-old Hannes ‘van
der Walt; who arrived frq_m,
Botswana three years ago, has-
enough magic fo provide the’

good life for his wife Stella,
their six daughters and three
year old son Phillip.

““We're happy, we make|

money” he says, drinking tea

under the trees outside his| -
house. “We sit here at night, |’

there’s never any trouble.

“But the Venda Government

wants to consolidate 26 irriga-
tion farms and two cattle
farms here into its territory.
And that includes us.”

The ~Government valuators | .
- have’been-along, and it seems |-

to be all'over bar the hageling.
Along the lepopo, the few

remalmng farmers will hang i bn

and see what happens

" **Where can we ge, any-:

way‘?” they ask.

RN L Bt e e e s

L

“ There used {6°
',years ago. Now,
goes, there w1]l be th

Too old

Like two HEIgthlll‘S MrHJ
' Visser and Mr M van Zyl, he
“carved his farm out of the wii-
derness-a quarter of a century |
'iago They are staymg, ‘regard-.
ess.

“We're too old to start }
again,” they said, “‘and where ||
i

OW - Sjom
;M uojun BY| ‘uolun Spesl B
[ABS SaodIOM DY| “possiws|p

Aoy] *9%14315 UO uaRq daRYy

"podom gg Yijuow B 1sow|e lod

speq

would we go, anyway?” .

Mr Visser added: *"We can’t
blame the Government. We |
~came here 24 years ago. How ‘

linghuys and Mr van Zyl were
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that’
e main ‘reason why farm-
gtmg the land.
: &

’mrts of houses bemg

po
|:sold for a song -in-a small

Karoo ‘village to help boost its

“declinin =popu1a£mn the Sun-:-

‘day Times:co nducted a random:-
‘survéy in #he*platteland to es-
efextent and_ the ef-.
ie. massive populatlon

reas worst affected
“were-found to be in the north-
. erh ah’d inorthwestern Trans-
“vaal; the"eastern and;southern
Free State and the Karoo,

Ph:l:pstown was 1;eceﬂtly
. overrun -with pruspective house

' hunters when it announced that
'| 200 houses were for sale in the

little *Karoo town at pgices
ranging . from R150.

“The response has been tre-

! ‘mendous,” said the overworked
! ’tpwn cierk, Mr Bllly Herbert.:

A R5 house

QOne’ house in the town went
for as Htfle as RS.

Bt theé new owner will
probably have to spend a bit to
make it livable,” sald Mr Her-
bert

Many pensioners,, like Colin
Coquell,- have settled in platte-
‘land -towns ‘where houses are:
‘often con51derably cheaper

plgt{;elf

OLLEEN HENDR|KS

State, when he retired from the
mines.

“Here one can still buy a two
or three bedroomed house for

R9000,” he told the Sunday

" Times.

“The- situation; ‘however, dif-
fers from town to town, and
-often between the town and. the
surrounding farming area.

300 empty

In Thabazimbi, near the "
Botswana border, houses are

hard to come by; but inthe.
district 300 houses are standing’

: empty

Messma; on the other hand,

_is fast beconting a ghost town.

In 1972 there were more than
600 popils in the local primary
school.

Last year the total had
shrunk tc' 469.

. And in -the lngh school the
number of pupils dropped from

376 to 231 in six years.
However, it is the little farm
_schoois which are suffermg

d

‘the Thabammbn dlstnct chil-

dren from other parts of the
country are being accommodat-
ed free in the hostel )
“This was .arranged,” ex-
piained Mr Hennie Smit, chair-
man of the Thabazimbi Agncul-
tural Union,” “by the school
committee ifi conjunction with

_the education department ”
“1 The 300 empty farms in Tha-

bazimbi belong mainly to “peo-
ple who are not dependent on
farming for their lwellhood
like doctors and dommees,
Smit said.

In other areas, like the:east-
ern Frée State, the dwindling
farming population is also hav-

Mr

* ing to contend with cattle rus-

tling by Lesotho tribesmen.

Benefits

Some towns have, however,

‘benefitted from- the indepen-

dence of Venda, BophuthaTs-
wana and Transkei.

in Louis Trichardt there is
hardly an empty house to be
found.
Many public servants work-"
ing in Venda.prefer to live in
Louis Trlchardt and commute




. Staff Reporter
THE Minister of Agriculture,
Mr Hendrik Schoeman, yester-

an effort to" help the drought-
Stricken north-west Karoo
farmers in their fight for sur-
vival. :

“We must keep the farmers
on the land,” he told the Cape
Times yesterday. ‘“We cannot
afford to lose them.” .

Large areas of the north-
west Karoo, and long-suffering
Namaquatand, face depopula-

century grinds into its third
destructive year,

As a start, Mr Schoeman
-said, he had held discussions
with a delegation representing

lem had been spelt out and he
would have further talks with
top officials next week after
their return from a fact-finding
. tour of the area.

Mr Schoeman said he was
unable to predict whether the
present subsidy would be af-
fected. He would await the re-
port of the officials and then
make recommendations to the
cabinet. Under the. govern-
ment’s present aid scheme the
farmers receive a subsidy of

may borrow Rl a sheep to a
maximum of BRI 000,

Emphasizing that his depart-
ment was treating the farmers’
plight as a matter of urgency,
Mr Schoeman said the district
could not be allowed to be de-
populated,

‘Farmers in the affected
areas yesterday painfed a grim
picture of astronomical fodder
costs, dying stock, bone-dry soil
and bankrupicy. Farms have
been sold and families forced
to uproot themselves from
homes and lifestyles that are as
natural to them as breathing.

“But there is nowhere to
g0, says Mr Jack Strauss, a
farmer in the Calvinia district
‘and for many years and chair-
man of the local farmers’
union. ‘““This is-a land of ex-
tremes and we know it well,

——

‘Minister p
all out’

day promised to ““go all out” in -

tion as'the worst drought in a.

the farmers. The drought prob- -

Rl a sheep every month and -

hut we are fighting for survival
now. This is a natural disaster,
and we don't know how to han-
dle it.” -

Stock had to be kept alive,
but after literally years without
rain, the struggle was becom-
ing impossible,

"We're battling to get fodder
and when we do get it we pay
huge sums. Sometimes we have
to go as far as Upington,”

LOERIESFONTEIN @

NIEWOUDTVILLE &

ledges t
to save

ewes abandon them.,

A doctor practising in one of
the worst-affected districts sajd
yesterday that records had
been kept of rainfall there for
the past 101 years and it had
been found that the figures for
the last two years were the
lowest in a century.

The wite of Calvinia farmer
Neels van Niekerk described

CARNARYVON ®

® WILLISTON

' % CALVINIA

FRASERBEURG ®

#® SUTHERLAND

The map shows the arsas worst affected by the three-
year-old drought in the north-west Karoo. The towns were
visited by Wool Board and other farming " officials, who
reported back to the Minister of Agriculture, Mr Hendrik

Schoeman, earlier this week.

Some farmers have heen
forced to buy fodder in tablet
form, which sends their bills
rocketing. In some areas there
has been virtually no rain for
three years, with the result
that lands are parched and
crops stunted or non-existent,

Dams throughout the north-
west Karoo are either empty or
small muddy pools and the wa-
ter table is so low as to make
boreholes useless. Farmers
have been known to .cut the
throats of lambs because the

their feelings: “We are a hard
people; we have to be. But we
are also philosophical about it,
and there is no question of us
leaving.” ;

For some, though, it is too
late. Flocks of sheep have been
wiped out or sold for a pit-
tancé. The choice is simple —
either spend a fortune on hand-
teeding your stock, or quit and
seek work in the cities. The
good old days in which sheep
grazed on fields of green lu-
cerne are over,

. debt up to our necks. But what

. and the middle eighties will be

A Brandvlei farmer who
doesn’t want his name used
commented: ‘‘I've been fighting
all my life. Now I'm tired,”

This time there was no ques-
tion that the farmers should or
could be blamed, said Mr |
Strauss, ;

And the only way they can be
heiped is through a larger state
subsidy. Farmers say they des-
Perately need some govern-
ment money, and they need it
soon. The alternative, they ,
fear, is bankrupcty and even
depopulation of a large slice of
the territory.

More loans wouldn't solve :
the problem either, Farmers
say they are already so badly
in debt that it will take them a
lifetime to recover,

Mr Strauss said: “We are in

are the alternatives? We have
to feed the sheep.”

The chairman of the Wool
Board, Mr Pieter van Rooyen,
and officials from the Cape Na-
tional Wool Workers’ Union *
met the Minister of Agriculture
on Monday for talks on the
crisis. The meeting followed
their tour of the worst-affected -
area siretching hundreds of ki- -
lometres from Sutherland to
Vanwyksvlei and including Cal-
vinia, Brandvlei and Carnar- i
von.

Another fact-finding tour will
begin later this week involving |
Mr Jan Retief, chairman of the
Agricultural Credit Board, and |
Dr A S Jacobs, general man- .
ager of the Reserve Bank and
chairman of the Jacobs com-
miitee of inquiry into the eco-
pomic position of farmers.

@ A long-term forecast from
the climatic research unit at
the University of the Witwa-
tersrand hardly relieves the
pessimism. A senior scientist
attached to the unit says South
Africa faces even drier weath-
er. Records going back to 1910
indicate that this vear will be
the second in a seven-year cy-
cle of diminished rainfall —

— — ey e

“the bottom of the trough”.
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inister pledges to ‘go

all out’ to save farmers

Staff Reporter

.THE - Minister of Agriculture,
'Mr Hendrik Schoeman, yester-
‘day promised to “‘go all out” in

*an effort to help the drought-

" stricken north-west Karoo
farmers in their fight for sur-
vival.

“We must keep the farmers
on the land,”” he told the Cape
Times yesterday. “We canmnot
afford to lose them.”

Large areas of the north-
west Karoo, and long-suffering
Namaqualand, face depopula-
tion as the worst drought in a
century grinds into its third
destructive year.

As a start, Mr Schoeman
said, he had held discussions
with a delegation representing
the fariners. The drought prob-
lem had been spelt out and he
would have further talks with
top officials next week after
their return from a fact-finding
tour of the area.

Mr Schoeman said he was
unable to predict whether the
present subsidy would be af-
fected. He would await the re-
port of the officials and then
make recomtimendations to the
cabinet. Uhder the govern-
ment’s present aid scheme the
farmers receive a subsidy of
Rl a sheep every month 'and
may borrow Rl a sheep to a
maximum of R1000.

- Emphasizing that his depart-
ment was treating-the farmers’
plight as a matter of urgeney,
Mr Schoeman said the distriet
could not be allowed to be de-
populated. :

Farmers in the affected
areas yesterday painted a grim
picture of astronomical fodder
‘costs, dying stock, bone-dry soil
and bankruptcy. Farms have
been sold and families forced
to uproot themselves from
homes and lifestyles that are as
natural to them as breathing.

“But there is nowhere to
go,” says Mr Jack Strauss, a
farmer in the Calvinia district
and for many years and chair-
man of the local farmers’

but we are fighting for survival
now. This is a natural disaster,.
and we don’t know how to han-
dle it.”

Stock had to be kept alive,
but after literally years without
rain, the struggle was becom-
ing impossible.

“We're battling to get fodder -

and when we do get it we pay
huge sums. Sometimes we have
to go as far as Upington.”

LOERIESFONTEIN @

NIEWOUBLTVILLE @

ewes abandon them,

A daoctor practising in one of
the worst-affected districts said
yesterday that records had
heen kept of rainfall there for
the ‘past 101 years and it had
been found that the figures for
the last two years were the
lowest in a century.

The wife of Calvinia farmer
Neels van Niekerk described

CARNARYON ®

® WILLISTON

® CALVINIA

CAPE TOWN

FRASERBURG #
+

# SUTHERLAND

The map shows the areas worst affected by the three-
year-old drought in the north-west Karoo. The towns were
visited by Wool Board and other farming officials, who
reported back to the Minister of Agriculture, Mr Hendrik

Schoeman, earlier this week.

Some farmers have been
forced to buy fodder in tablet
form, which sends their bills
rocketing. In some areas there
has been virtually no rain for
three years, with the result
that lands are parched and
crops stunted or non-existent.

Dams throughout the north-
west Karoo are either empty or
smaill muddy pools and the wa-
ter table is so low as to make
boreholes useless. Farmers
have been known to cut the
throats of lambs because the

their feelings: “We are a hard
people; we have to be. But we
are also .philosophical about it,
and there is no question of us
leaving,”

For some, though, it is too
late. Flocks of sheep have been
wiped out or sold for a pit-
tance, The choice is simple —
either spend a fortune on hand-
feeding your stock, or quit and
seek work in the cities. The
good old days in which sheep
grazed on fields of green lu-
cerne are over.

A Brandvlei farmer who
doesn't want his name used
commented: “I've been fighting
all my life. Now I'm tired,"

This time there was no ques-
tion that the farmers should or
could be blamed, said Mr
Strauss. i

And the only way they can be
helped is through a larger state
subsidy. Farmers say they des-
perately need some govern-
ment money, and they need it
seon. The alternative, they
fear, is bankrupety and even
depopulation of a large slice of
the territory. ‘

More loans wouldn’t solve:
the problem either. Farmers
say they are already so badly
in debt that it will take them a
lifetime to recover.

Mr Strauss said: “We are in

T

debt up to our necks. But what
are the alternatives? We have-
to feed the sheep.”

The chairman of the Wool'
Board, Mr Pieter van Rooyen,
and officials from the Cape Na-
tional Wool Workers® Union
met the Minister of Agriculture!
on Monday for talks on the
crisis. The meeting followed,
their tour of the worst-affected”
area stretching hundreds of ki-

lometres from Sutherland to
Vanwyksvlei and including Cal-
vinia, Brandvliei and Carnar:
von,

-Another fact-finding tour will
begin later this week involving
Mr Jan Retief, chairman of the
Agricultural Credit Board, and
Dr A S Jacobs, general man-
ager of the Reserve Bank and
chairman of the Jacobs com-
mittee of inquiry into the eco-
nomic position of farmers.

@ A long-term forecast from

. the climatic research unit at

the University of the Witwa-
tersrand hardly relieves the
pessimism. A senjor scientist
attached to the unit says South
Africa faces even drier weath-
er. Records going back to 1910
indicate that this year will be
the second in a seven-year cy-
cle of diminished rainfall - -
and the middle eighties will b
“‘the bottom of the trough”.

union. “This is a land of ex-
tremes and we know it well,
5 S8 =
o0 H |
w 53 o oo
0
for
S b
T Lo
oM - o] ]
O (¥ Ve [~
o oo oo

it

T
ct
%00

28T
65
%001

06

1261

¢ =g D
W o
gr RS
2

~J [
58 o8
2% 8

]
N

1 :-.:I N‘b

. .

it = W0

[ o )]

=

Y
0

e o\nm g‘

o

NVISY

D




¢

N

The Star Thursday Fébrua!’y'”ggq‘ j g - T —— s LT T i

I R T T e A e e T A R,

N
|
!
1
|
1
i
T

R sl — TS 7 AR A oo T
RS A7 e A S .

Hannes Fergusgn on

i |
/j‘@}mq

.....

® %‘Jﬁa%{“‘;‘--{’

are

Vi

la:

PRI R

. Shavandima

with winter water by a
dam named after the
Partuguese wisneer
Japao Albasini, :

After. the war, 16T

N W NN

Trichat; t@ =

hoth Escom and Louls
Trichardt Municipality,
who retail the power
io farmers.

Between 1975 and

= established its own co-
op, now & most cffi-
cient organisation. [t
handles 300000 out of
South Africa’s

T.evubu, among the
azstern foothills of
the  Zoutpansberg
Range, could well

33 MET I

S N :--;EDami;._.=

Elim 'Hospita‘l ot

i Bananas became 'f%f
S5omain  crop, as large
2ioghid healthy as Natal

+

e

tate started sn irriga-

i ‘ hanneshurg market &
+ion scheme supplied

. “thief- "
its doorstep, Watef thiefproof” fence at

the oiher end. A seri-
opus siluation may de-

tpafac © t y ¥ h v tm thn Foeh i i p
The map ahove [llustrates the boundary pro bldm faced by farmers in inz Levubu district. ‘realising K1,50 to B2 at
“#he Johannesburg Mar-

ket has to carry 40 or

low for the area,
Farmers are  nNow

s of R7-million. - &
in 1056, Levub uﬁfa

T e g =

trying to save electrici-

a ; . P s nf theynd 4 Mozambique could 3.5-milli s of ba- 1977 i £ elec-
b 2 farmers, many of therd S-million cases of ba 7 the price of ele
"f“e been the site returning soidiers, = produce them. nanas, most of the f{ricity sold fo Louis _
of the Garden of were sottled on thé area’s pineapples, guav- '}‘richardt by Escom has sion Society, forms a
®den, Green hills, prepared plotg of | CO-OP s, lichis and mangoes, increased by 22 Venda salient into the
. - about 20 ha each. n cxport  avocadoes, percent, against white orchards, leadin
with luxurious bush- Including sbout 80 tioﬁrﬁ‘ﬂ,‘:}é{hed A iown to Turope by  percent in the case of  to theft problems. Ad
veld vegetation, are f fﬁms 1not lizted under -avocados, lichis, gu ir, have become big {ﬁll:ianct]],pmger Essugzz}lizd joining f;]lrmey;s, whose
VOTVW i 4 the Albasini Dam, tae - o5 i USIness. ! 7 by LS . crops when ripe ten-
e'_er}"_’"here- Giant | ares votals 33 000 ha 1§ %lse’s Hr;?;lc%t%%sﬁa?ﬁluts- ‘Unfortunately, Since then, tariffs have ded to disappear oveI;:-
wild fig trees almost .j which 3800 are ir notal Y owever, Levubu's increased further. night, tried all precau-
rival the famous ;i zated. Half of the ou name it, Levul “’bleﬁnsrlha‘.’cf g{;”“’“ The} m”“.‘fli?ahdtyfjs tions, but failed.
.| are irrigated by rive frows it. A v s well. The infrastruc- severely eriticised ior . :
Wonderboom. Abun- | firmp dams and bore fgj;gysa;: adAdt}gg ng ure has become ex- not having tried S?‘;{Iéa&ger’l who |2
dant rain. Fertile ] holes. “hd coffee, to be by ensive, foremost rai- medern time and load o 9t . (ifl a se-
el well drained soil to .| Conditions at .Levd fuced on large estates age and electricity. taviffs. For December "c:hr;.{ t%n:e’wirg uw:r‘ad il
build dreams upon, | bu wers ideal. Once at Jigpne total produetit - 1979, one PrOMUMSHL oyl o clipped at one |
3 . Louis Trichardt cheapisls the area is n feadache farmer had to pay 4.5¢ g P
: Here, in the ’30s, the railaze Brought the J£$' gitimated to be in dx: - per unit for hulk elec- end while he was still 4
, _ i railage brought the Jo & 2 A bhag of potatoes tricity, which is even busy erecting the i
:
i

Sy s i _Ta“S“I_:“‘WE SreSTaTT e~ 1450 cents of railage. ty, some by nuni- velop when farmers,
Peninsula Training College and Bl “tollowing ~ nereased irrigation systems, shooting at .anything !
be re-employed .and for a boycott] ifuel prices, road trans- " some by switching that moves in the |

, Ce . #por{ has lost iis com- away to less power dark, might actually |}

e ! Jpetitive edge. It is still
The Western Province Traders ‘ASE?"“?;Jrcferred by wany

sel] the factory's products unlel { farmers becauss it .8

kill Venda banana or

consuming crops, such
avocado “rustlers.”

as pineapples,

" quicker and involves Salient duﬁ?ﬁ;by’w?ﬂéncefaﬁﬁ'
The South African Council of Spgj . less  handling, but it Labour ¢o0&ts added to  Venda,

., may .hit other snags.

you buy a six-ton lorry where =ll sorts of

inerease as well. To
increase its 1ncome,

schools affiliated to SACOS to

a boycott of the factory's prod

More than 400 students from theud
called for a boycott of all Fatt

The Women for Peace movement has,

The Cape branch of Nafcoc - the
has issued a statement in suppor

Fattis and Monis insist that the
s he is worried about ¢
e much of the f

by blacks becaus ;
ing by employl

kept p roduction go

to cut transport costs,
you risk killing your
own market if you off-
load all six tons of
sweet potafoes, or
whatever other crep at
one market. '

Exorbitant
cutting
farmers’ usually
meagre profit, has
caused a switch from
bananas to 1ess bulky
sroducts,  such a3
spices. But the latter
are not regarded as
vegeetables by the Rail-
ways, and are carried

ratlage,

into the -

Venda now charges
wages which tend to
price its labour out of

the market, ¥Farmers .

are virtually ecmpelled
to use all types of
labour-saving equip-
ment and chemicals,
This increases produc-
tion costs and capital
outlay.

To this, homeland
troubles must be
ardded. Globally, rela-
tions with Venda are
cxeellent. But the way
South Africa has
drawp the boundaries,

crops could.- ‘be grown
on heautifully terraced
land, is laying idle,

After much lead-
scratching, a land-swop
was proposed, where-
by the Department of
Forestry would give up
a wvaluable ftract of
land north of the
tarred road, Im ex-.
change for the part of
Goedeverwachting  that
lies south of it.

Levubu  confidently
expected the swop to
be accepted by Venda,
but it was turned down
reportedly because the

i . at stitl higher rates.
workers. However productlon has . Em-u-iéty 1;;14[{{5 ara has created  practical ancestral spirits disap-
anather serious problems. proved of the deal
headache, for which Goedeverwach tin g Inter-kraal rivalry may |.:
the Transvaal Agricul- Tarm. which belonged alse have played a |{if

i

Union lames te the Lutheran Mis- part.

Who are Fattis and Monis? Fatti
following products: The follov.u:
Bread fiour, Sifted flour, Unsif tural

5

Philadelphia flour; Koeberg Mil T R TR %...XI
Fattis & Monis brand name. These - ST e
macaroni, spagetti, large and sm - H_,__,..,{N.aaCkmxg;e?—; r;:ggw, plain

i { dilatines. Fattis and Monis also P .
and green, pain rings, ekt Pay no

products under the following brand names; Princess, Pot o‘.
name hrand, Ckeckers and Roma. Fattis & Monis also control a numl?er of

bakeries in the Cape Town area. These include the Good Hope Bal.aery in Elsies

River, Wrench- Town Bakery in Observatory and the Ultra Bakery in Somerset West.




: rellef or farmers-

reden
"Elizabeth in the .gast
s . already moved

urther ram 15

dy for. the’ rest qf the

a noith-
:ectio_n to ;the

5

'atest .amount -of
corded in New-

eniding at
ellenbosch

R ‘N- f‘ _11 over “most parts
southem ¢oasts yesterday
in’ the:

lrth-western Karoo.

‘the Penmsula

"'--wm S «bea'

.The‘ wind -gltered -

sL1e
e 46,5 mm fell.

of the- wes ls
but there was: no
‘drought dlsaster

mote. o
“The 51tuat1on in” the .
K aroo areas is slowly
- worsening. '
Vo _




EBRUARY 1980 4 MONDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 950 486

’ ; 1
&'L)( - Oﬁ, d l | tin view of the furegoing, the Interdepag § .onfirm this, that the £
] g . "t w conlirm Ui, that the farmer whe adminis- | sg that We may understand why this clauge of

Fou , |
| mental Advisory Committee for the Prote. & ters {ertilizers himself wijj 2ot have 1o be | yhe Bill is providine f hi
5 . i ng for this,

lfa/s ©
W
;

‘ B
an
h

il ion of Man against Poisonous Substancy? [ sistored. The question the are o

- 4 [SE . il aris : , .
LA‘W requested the Department of Agricult E about the man's employees? Do rﬁzylsﬁa?htm . I know that there are certain problems jn
Technical Services to implement control Mez: = registered? In terms of clause 6, no Er‘; O [ the meal - industry, 1 also know that the
sures in respect of the application of agriey;; may administer ag agricutural r,cmegy f%? gfifjmzster Intends (o introduce legislation in
tural' remedies for compensation as $00n &% wwurd uniess he has been registered w o p S connection at a later stage, chertheIESS,
possible. To achieve this aim. minor adjustt  conrmol Qperator or unless it iy applied in the

| ments to the Act are therefore necessary. &  osance & .
it Fresence and under the supervision of @ pest ’ therefore, if the hon. the Minister could shegd
I

oo

Provision is also made for the registrarip: & control operator. If the f e .
1 of sterilizing plants and the renewal of 2% ferulizer Ijs not registered?nzirata?f fi’ﬁgf ttﬁe | Some more light on the matter.
registrations under this Act. §  position of his employees? Will those e le

The proposals contained in the Bill €nje:;  have (o be trained or will the farmer hgv pre
the support of the South Aftican Agricultuz?  he trained? What is the situation? € o

Union and are being welcomed by all ek The provision that Pest conirol o

g i 2 perators 1
( . ) cerned. g :;::ir a:'?' gfte rengﬁier;ed_ IS certainly not ap f‘:ggec{'eef;nlttglgol;:ufé;?nofﬂllfsqulegggUIdfl nge,
é %ﬂ: ?; ' _ hitrary  one. SIC IS a rteason for thi iremy tors
¢ *Mr P. A, MYBURGH: Mr. Speaker, > provision in the Biil. In his Second Readin; ggﬁi’?ﬁﬁihﬁ?é rgzslfirecx?l];g?sl qﬁeir)atorg;. !
I will be stipy-

- this amending Bill there are two npew cord  speech the hon, the Minjster | . .
| cepts in particular that have to be debateé_; wence to the backg_rOLl_nd of or reZiﬁ?%ﬁ[ﬁ?s ’ i%t:?ﬁi Tﬁr?ﬁu:&mns‘- ! cannot imagine that we
-The one is the registration of a pest colmg  few provision which s being inserpad into the | under gi) o, PECiSely what will be required
1 operator and the other is the registration G A T should like the hop the Minisier to | ggs o Al Crcumstances at this early stage, |
sterilizing plants. All the other amendmeng  ¢lsborate on the reagons why the amendmen; | atiol:lrrii ttﬁeatoiﬁfr “XU dlff?(rn from one oper-
+ A5 You know, there are 30

FERTILIZERS, FARM FEEDS, ; .
o ! . y of 5 consequential nature, § = necessary. Have in imei .

AGRICULTURAL REMEDIES AND | ¢ actually of a cc S ; industry L incidents taken | many difforon; -
STOCK REMEDIES AMENDMENT . We are living ‘“bfg.‘ era “’gay ; 1;”";% *‘g’;j or ;Sl;he ndustry experiencing ceraip well}as new deve(fgerrﬁf,f"fs.aﬂg.‘methods, as
BILL. nereasing  use s ing made of hig -;5 pr ems? | 8o, it would belp me 1o know | | believe o h prents in this sp_here, that
poisonous and dangerous remedies to brigt  what these incidents or problems are, futur hne saouid rather leave it for e
. about better and cheaper production of forz - “Une wonders whether the reasan is perhaps | the n? I?:t} o gl hon. the Mm} Sier can have
{Second Reading) : When these remedies are correctly used, B B2t srear Josses have been caused by i et 1o promulgate regulations i regard

is to the advantage of the community, b *9frect application of fertilizer. Can it bg tlllrzi; to'gll]lgntygle %t Qperation.
; ; € hon. member for Wynberg also

*The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE; when these remedies or fertilizers are used & Peopie have in the Past been killed accj i
Mr. Speaker, I move— the wrong way, it can easily cause death g‘: E«ih}'{ either because of ignorance beélactfégeg% ;ef«}rrzd o 'Cla'use % 1is to by ooebich & T
: pollute the environment to such an extent the ;h ..ac’t_ that the people under whose controj cleg.lsvt: ie;;;mupal o o be o this o s
it poses a threat to vegetation as well as mag: XY Worked did not haye sufficient know- work for rgs‘.v;?‘dpelop]'e Wiho ot o 15 of

C ;¢ SImply cannot concejve

Rgae?

That the Bill be now read a Second :
‘ The provision that pest control operaieg

" Time.

o who comply with certzin requirements meE Fdo not know whether th, ; p h ;
The Tertilizers, Farm Feeds. Agricultural | be appointed and registered is accepfable S *’;:'_""?1 but the hon, the Ministirnc}srtltiéﬂlsm‘?ﬁ I think it definitely  applies (q business
Remedies and Stock Remedies Act, 1947, 1 us in principle and we agree with it. Hoig ;f*s '3 s0. | am referring to the problem in the undertrakmgs and people who do this type of
provides for the registration of agricultural | ever, the legislation does not specify what@; fnschhock valley, when 5 fertilizer was onrk el farmer§ for reward,
remedies and aspects related to the examin- requirements are that have to be complé ;f'"”e‘-'ﬂ.\f used a few yearg ago, and this led [0 general | Just want 1o say that, 1o my
ation, labelling and sale of such remedies. | with. 1 should like to ask the hon. B &reat josses, Coutg this be the reason wh mind, effective agricultural production today
With the exception of the application of ; Minister to give us more information % .o SMWendment i being proposed? | shoujg
eyanogen gas, however, there is no control | the requirernents that will have to be met £ “‘%}‘i‘e ho ini P
over the commercial application of & great " I
many poisonous agricultural remedies which r

Involves the yge of a large varj
chemicals and other remedies.%Newa;gggdigsf
There are a few questions I should Iikﬂgg wi ] i i
ask him in this connection. Firstly, does s %_:’ the fegistration of sterilizing plants. It
are dangerous for the person who applies | an operator have (o be trained, and if 50, Wit t;gff:‘,h' W me that the question of sterilizine
them as well as for the general public and the | kind of iraining will he have to receive & :tf?r:;‘.»ubwousfy does not belong in this Bill. to make | .
- #nvironment. where will he receive such training? s Fh":*?:‘_-‘,fi.g’ " has_“mhing 10 do with fertilizers, do mt;il_e \nereasing use of large confractors to
" The necessary care is not alwayvs taken by | these training facilities be made available® Soek h. M feedy, agricuitural remedies or - hjls pe of work. Aircraft and other
¢ the commercial pest controllers in applying | all citizens of South Africa. so that § g coemedies. In faoy oo I.understand or lm ¢ sonde, aich APy these remedies on a
- agricultural remedies. Therefore, it is deemed | citizens may be appointed to these positiony it s “Oncerned with the meat indust r;u‘ g¢ scale, are Extremely expensive, | feel
- . essential that such operators be registered, so Furthermore, we notice that the opertfE i . Y With, the situation ar ) or ?{t in s trend should also be cricouraged here
-~ that their activities may be controlled, and | to be registered must only be people f‘i‘ i, ‘l’uam?lrs. SwWever, | am pot Guite ::I; oe“r-ac? uay so that farmers do not have fo
WL this. IF thg g 80, I should like the - Wh%cﬁ' wﬁ}g eSiaﬂfllgl);n;SEa?lﬂc«;icgl;aloontgpp?raéus
: e . 31 : It the lands,

" sequireménts may be laid down with which | administer fertilizers for & reward, Ithérf’-iég AN ini

. - - # lingsy - ;

.- they have to comply. : .- T 0 elaborate. on this as well, :| ‘under a trée or'in.the farmyard and ultimay Iy
N j ST o | tnd €01 in.the lya intately

take it, and I shoul like the hon, the Mit




Culoured Farmers Assxstance Act

..r— -

52 Mr. H.E J. VAN RENSBURG asked
. the Minister of Coloured Relations: =

(1) Whether any Coloured farmers re-
ceived financial assistance during -
1979 to purchase farms in terms of the
Coloured Farmers Assistance Act
passed by the Coloured Persons Rep-
resentative Coupcil; if so, (a) how
many and (b) what was (i) the size of |

of the financial assistance in. .
case, . .

(2} what funds are available in respeef

1980 for rendering financial assig
to Coloured farmers?

The MINISTER OF COLOURED
TIONS:

(1) Yes.

i
(a) Two

by (D) 271,3331 hectare
47,7014 hectare

(i) R 32 500,00
R116 000,00

(2) The funds available for the finamears;
year ending 31 March 1980 amount¥e

! RR889 900,00. The allocation |
1980/81 is not yetknown. . .
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¢ ‘ i direction, even in a democratic and free |
That this House— apitatistic system.” Therefore i1 iy necessary |
} 2ap L

COTTO SR
NTEGR/ N IN T] -
AGIRICL'LTURAL INDUSTRY

(Motion)

G. Ji KOTzZE: .M_r. Spéékc:".

believe that this subject which we ai)r.ee Egc
:' 1(? &iscuss today is a non-political subject &

(1) affirms its confidence In the sy
tem of free and fair economic compen
tion in agricelture; and

ially Tah
(2) takes note of especially the prok
lems arising from—

(a} vertical integration in the gg-
cuitural industry; and

(b} the rcsultant frustration of tx
objects of the Marketing Act.

[ am very glad of this _oppqx:tun;ty ht;) 1:;;
m;.t'er here today which is of U o
imp;)r'ance to every citizen of this county

i hirn
that the debate we shall have Ol}héh;; ;::1,
#ill be held in a good spirit to the be
£heocﬁcmo[?-Lr-e 12 points of the nﬁw P':;
kno';.'n 12-point plan of the l?or%.tﬁeeccm
i mnﬁrﬁgh;’szioﬁy f(r)ee IERE
e tinue -re;éwea as the bask”
“?BSI ggig;ﬁec tz?nge ﬁpnanciai policy. h:\OD ;
2:::1 gnd fault with this statem%m;m\.\ 1]3;1-?
the interesis of this country (}Lth.ies e
think there is any member of s T
lherefore po member on the "tﬁpit e 2.
cither. who will find fault Xff e

that .the Republic of Soutnh tnwe i
capialistic  system ixnd tv?ﬁci
preserve if, can never be s
sized. This image of the P s
Africa must continue o be. pid T
and emphatically 1o the _v»orbu,t e
the sake of financial gain, o e

© really believe in it, bec:auseflour e ™
our culture, it forms part ©

ently 7%
Republic of Y2

¥ Kl
- % by

: racy %
forras part of the kind of democ
raciising. _ _ ,
p‘Because the agricuitural 1_n poltces
i out the world is expenenclVigder ph?{
matntaining itself as the pro o
which consequently gives it stia®e

| p I8 &
i i act that there =
—it remains a fact at e s
i igcgou;irv in the world in whlci}:‘ o ¥
i is not supported by the Statlccuh_ur :_}?
I | another. As a result the agn <

g s
~ | can very easily be steered 1 T

ndustry ﬂff i

3 ;_c - At th

T

w b constantly op guard against such &
epdency. It will therefore be fitting if this
House te-affirms its confidence today in a
swstem of free and fair economie compeiition
in agriculture, Justified and constructive crj-
vasm of the agricultural policy of the
Guvernment must always be welcomed, and !
w2 dv so. This can assist in keeping our ideal f
of tree competition pute so that the agricultu- |
« industry in South Africa will continue (4, ;
wmain in the hands of the greatest possibic
sumber of independent producers and so that ;
dere can be constant renewal in the form of l
«w practitioners entering the industry, for if ,
|
1
!
|

i
z

;T are ne new practitioners entering an
sdustry, such an incustry Stagnates,

Today there are theusands of young men in
wr cities in South Africa who leng for their
%D piece of land and who wish to make
“mming their profession because it is deeply-
woted in their culturg) background, They are
wple who are prepared to accept the
Julenges of the industry and the  risks
avolved in it However, thev do not have the
s with which to
't could help miny more of them ty
“wpulate the rural areas and our border
218, because a country without a widelv !
“rbuted farming communily is a poor

E

ery ‘economic system develops its owp
xolems, and the same applies to capitalism,

FRIDAY. 15 FEBRUARY 195G

fand Prong Mureins
U ments and of the

L]
production processeswhere (he end
of the one process forms the raw materal of
the mnext process,
| integraticn, A:good
I where 4 fruit-farming
make a start. I wish hat | CA82ing factory

774

formerly a4 member of the Vilioen Com-
mission o the Protection of Industries, of the
Reyniders Cornicsion of Inquin inp Cost

on Agricultural imple-
Theron Commission of
fnyuiry inw the Coloured Popuiation, He was
4 pre-civinent agricultural economist. “He
satd—

Vertikale integrasie is gie samevoeging
by of semesmeitlug met diesalfde rroduk-
sie-cenheid van al die handelings. strek-
kende vanaf dia verkrveing van dje grond-
Stowwe tof en insiuitende dje vervaardiging
van die afgewerkte produk.

That is his definition of vertical inegration,

He could also have added the marketing of
the end product, By verical \ntegration,
thercfi i

lerclore, wa undersiand an agriomeration of

Ul

product

This is upward vertical
example of this would be
concern has its own
and marketing organization.
OWRWard integration. oa the other hand, is

where g marketing organization or a super-
marker chain acquites its O%il canning
i and evenialiy
price to deli
own factery, These processes, of course, tale
Blace entirely in

factory
begins its own farming enzer-
ver the fruit or vegetables to its

accordance with the principle

5 i . . 2 it ith '
s Way restraints may be imposed on g e Sompetition, with the emphasts o
ZAreton of free com tition, for example by | SUmpeliion. i 12ppens precisely a5 g

|

!

|
o iicveIOpment of monopolies. or the forma- |
I3 e¥ so-called cartels or agreemens which |
o 9BMUDL the marker mechanism, If that i‘
7S the State muyst intervene to protect |
Takem, as the USA had 1o do as long age |
means of the Antitrus; laws, and |
o tad 1o g by passing Jegislation here }
=, ¥iz, the Compeution Act, |
° |
i

resufy
factory will argue

of compelition. Thus te canning

that it can make 5 bigger

profit # it produces its own fruit and is
therefore able to ac

lower price than
surface there is no fault
what problems result from such a situation? §
sheuld tike to illystrags these problems in this

Quire its raw material at a
its competitors. On the
te find with this, But

ser 205 me 1o the second part of my | House today on the basic of the story and
ey ot - J } . YSition of rha souliry ind ‘i
Wgn_‘lz-‘that this House takes note of the | :ge ?{.eZf‘unp‘cr‘“"“f;}:“‘:ﬁ(‘f\‘f!fg I’;}’:‘”_Sfatm
% o HISing from vericaj integration in ‘n‘L‘utte z‘; arale)i' o ¢ boo j;]f‘c the. :‘:-m c?l
s © Rlllturg] industry. I want 1o sketch. | | CUSI A4S an exampl Lo UsE (he ve

7 *hat I mean by vertical integration, § | Megration process iy this industry was so

% ik W e that & brought abo i
s ke 19 g S0 on the basis of 5 | dfamatic tha it brought about a structural

ey, 0 Of thig concept by the late Dr. A, §,

< same time ! should also like 10
o 1500rd here thar this man, Dr
2 & tremendogs contribution 1o
] “Conomy in South Africa, He was

Z2e]

*The MINISTER OF AGRICT
the entire country.

{ change in the agricultural sector in. the
Western Cape.

ULTURE: In
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 remains is 2 dirty powder.

&

-

a

1 black, If you put

]

In the first year, those
familiar Karoo bushes
changed in colour from a
dusty brown and green in
a hght shade of brown.
Then they became a dirty
}Jvll]lite. And still no rain
ell.

Now the bushes are
your
foot on one of them it
collapses.

1 vou
with  your

grind the bush
fool, ail {hat

Boreholes that fune-
tioned well for years have
stopped supplying water.
Vleis and dams have dried
up. What used to be fairly
large rivers are now beds
of dust as fine as taleum
powder.

In the hotel at Calvinia
the manager apologetically
asks one of his customers
not to pour a deep hath
— if indeed hem ust have
one at all.

MRS Katrina Sakoe, a
woman with a wizened
and prematurely aged
face who says she does
not know her age, is
one of the many vic-
tims of the Great
Karoo drought,

One day this week after
‘many vears of service’
(baie, baie jare} with one
employer, she, her hus.
band and her two children
were told by ‘baas Steen-
kamp’ that he could no
longer afford to keep
them on. ‘

So, on Tuesday night
the farmer loaded these
people on to the back of
his lorry and deposited
them on the nearest main
Toad.

His advice to them was
to ‘go to one of the towns
and find work’ and his
parting gift was some of-
fal wrapped in a piece of
newspaper.

A Weekend Argus team
found Mrs Sakoe making

4 breakfast with the offal

I

Boaba B

ot1 the side of the road.

‘My husband is looking
for work and he told us
to stay here,” she said,

Mrs Anna Snel, the
mother of three children,
has also lost her job, but
her employer has let her

4 Stay on in a humble shack

[

'S

on the farm.

“'My husband is lucky
and still has work but we
are only getfing R40 2
month and with that we
have to keep owr eldest
son in high school.

and wails: ‘God has

By Keith Kiewiet
IN the pitiless glare 2 woman in tatters

lifts her arms to a sky that seems on fire
left us, God has left

Her two pathetic children are frightened by
the outburst, But she is just one more victim of
the Great Karoo drought. For three years now,
no rain has fallen on this wide and empty land
and the old people who live on these desolate
farms are talking sombrely about the big depres-
sion of the '30s and the mfgration of hungry and
homeless people to towns and cities.

In the bar gloomy
farmers talk about those
who have left the Karoo
for cities and those whao
have decided to remain
talk worriedly about
nmounting debts they owe
the Government, the local
co-operative and perhaps
even the grocery shop.

They are not drinking
with happiness.

They listen carefully to
a man who claims he can

ictims of

at

drought

‘The farmers complain
and I must admit things
are had for them but
things are much worse for
us. Much worse,” she said.

Mrs Snel is a well-

Apoken woman whe has
“Worked for eight years

with her present em-
plover,

Meanwhile, farmers in
the summer rainfall area
daily look at the sky for a
sign of cloud hut there is
none, They are uncomfort-
ably aware that the morn-
ngs are getting cooler
and that the ‘dry’ season
18 on its way.

Williston's magistrate,
Mr M V Roos, has
received 250 applications
from farmers seeking
money from the State so
they can feed their ani-
mals.

And 20 {armers are get-
fing State money just to
Ill_e able to feed their fami-
ies,

‘Each adult member of
the family gets RS0 a
month through this
scheme and each minor
gets R20,” Mr Roos said.

‘It is really very badS
says Mr Roos, ‘and the
sitnation is the same all
over the place . . . Calvi-
nia, Sutherland, Fraser-

~burg. The whole north.

western Karoo is in the
grips of ane of the worst
droughts I have ever
come across.’

Oom Chris Smit is 72
and he has spent his
whole life in the Great
Karoo,

He says the present

CRACKED GROUND: The bottom of a large and
full dam only eight months ago.

divine the presence of
water, After hearing him,
the hotel owner requests

his services. The next
morning, early, the two
take part in a mysterious
operation in which a band
of metal, held correctly, is
supposed to indicate the

drought in the Great
Karoo is the worst he has
expetrienced.

‘T am a water diviner
and there is nothing any-
body can tell me abowt
the water that runs under-
ground here in the Karoo.
This is without doubt the
worst drought since I
have been here.

‘Oh, it was bad in the
'60s. But then it was
not as widespread as now.
K comes after seven good
years, you know.’

Mrs A Pretorius, a
{armer's wife, says there
are young children in the

presence of water. Later
that day the hotel owner
has already telephoned the
man with the borehole
machine.

Next month is the start
of the lambing season and
ﬁariners are cursing the
acl.

A SHEEP'S skeleton:
Stark testimony to the
ravages of the drought.

Karco who have never
seen rain.

‘Imagine being three
vears old and being able
1o falk and yet not know
what rain is,’ she says. .

1t looks as if these chil-
dren might be quite a bit
vlder before they do see
rain. Many areas of the
Karoo are meant to have
summer rainfall and right
height of the rainy
now it is meant to he the
season.

i ——

THE Riet River, near Williston, should be full at ?ﬂ

this time of the year.

As they did last year,
farmers will have 1o but-
cher lambs spon after
birth because the ewes
are not strong enough to
provide milk.

Not many sheep are dy-
ing because farmers are
still managing to feed

oo,

instead — pools of stagnant
water.

ihem. But, although they
are saving their sheep
from death, they are run- .
ning themselves into debi.
They collectively owe the
Stale R1li-million for
animal feed alone.

Becayse they are In.
debt they have had to cut
down their flocks and
hecause of that iheyv've
cut down on iheir labour
force.

Now many coloured
workers are trekking ac-
ross tie Karoo looking for
woark elsewhere, but sel-
dom finding it.

Lucky

Some are lucky, Their
cemployers  have  stopped
rayving them hut they are
still allowed to stay on
the farm and do odd jobs
in exchange for spartan

food — mainly meaiie
meal and offal. ‘
Most of the displaced

labourers are moving intn
those drab and dreary ‘lo-
cations’ on the outskirts
of Karoo towns.

There is overcrowding.
Poverty is worse than
ever. And there is no ma-
chinery to deal with it, -

The whites in the towns
say thev know things are
bad but they shrug their
shoulders, What can they
do?

Many farmers sav 1hev
have - no  choice hut o
dismiss workeérs.

Better times

Oonee-fertile farms  1hat
supported a number of
famities are now snupporl-
ing only one family, thev
sav, The rest have left for
the cities and are waiting
for belter times hefore re-
{urning.

Older farmers who have
lived their whole life in
the Karoo scem to he the
ones who are simply stick-
ing it ow. but manv of
the younger ones, with
Jess capital and with ihe
chanee of another life in
the city, have packed it

in.

Meanwhile {the sun
burns down daily without
pily and there is never
even a promising cloud in
the sky.
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- Space-age
- for agriculture

SENTRACHEM'S immi-
nent multi-million-rand
leap into a flora-based
alternative fuel pro-
gramnme is now sup-
ported by an arresting
model of exactly what
may transpire.

The model was released to
Business Times this week by
senior genetal manager, Dr
Robbie Rohinson.

Dr Robinson goes so {ar as to
admit that the potential size of
the embrvonic ethanol business
‘borders on science fiction.

He has.even coined a word —
agrochemurgy — for an indus-
try he predicts is capable of
creating 800 000 new jobs and
turning over R625-million annu-
ally.

Sentrachem has done a lot of
homework gince the energy cri-
sis began to produce figures
which. if anywhere near cor-
rect, justify its 1978 announce-

ment committing R135-million
to manufacture ethanol.

How much it now intends to
spend on process plants is be-
ing kept secret until manage-
ment works out exactiy how far
Energy Minister F W de Klerk
intends to go in encouraging
output to supplement fuel
needs.

Dr Robinson estimates that
ethanol made from plants —
mainly maize. although sugar-
eane, sorghum and eventually
Latin American cassava are
also usable — could soak up
20% of present liquid fuel re-
quirements.

Concessions

Lead time for the proposed
plant-power industry — from
sowing seed to topping up fuel
tanks with ethanol — is a mini-
mum two vears with a crash
programme.

Uintil Minister De Klerk
spells out concessions to aspi-

By BILL CAIN

rant producers, however, no
one is allowed to add alcohol to
fuels without Government con-
sent.

Dr Robinson's model for the
industry requires careful diges-
fion:

# Production modules each
producing 100 000 tons of eth-
anol would be centred on up to
150 000 ha supplying 300 000
tons of maize. )

About 3 000 tarmers conlract-
ed to grow the crop would
share an estimated R30-million
annually with another 200-300
workers paid by the processing
plant.

® High-protein by-products
would go for animal feed capa-
ble of supporting 150 000 head
of cattle and create another
2000 jobs in red meat apart
from dairy products.

® Waste carbon dioxide

plan: -

would be utilised to cultivate
ylgae on which an estimated
100 000 tons of fish worth R20-
million could be raised by an-
other 200-300 workers.

@ Supporting personnel —
traders, teachers. mechanics
and public servants --for each
agrochemurgy complex would
take the total within the eth-
anol process to 40 000 families.

Impact

“Imagine the impact if these
agrochemurgy concepts could
he replicated 20 times in differ-
ent parts of the country to pro-
duce 2000 million tons of eth-
anol annually.

They would create job oppor-
tunities for approximately
800 400 people and probably
mean the end of malnutrition.'*
Dr Robinson savs.

He adds: '"The total value of
ethanol would be R625-million
— let alone the value of animal

feeds and other products.

ondary goods would also be cre-
ated with an even greater cata-
ivtic effect on the economy.”’

DWPW/”

An enormous market for sec-

Right or wrong, prospects for
the new industry boil down to
how much the moterist -and
transport industry will be asked
to pay for ethanol.

Minister De Klerk is faced
with an emotive as well as
economic equation when put-
ting a price on litres of mixed
fuel containing varying parts of
ethanol.

Unleaded 93 octane petrol
containing 20% ethanol, for ex-
ample, might be rated at 97
octane and suppliers would
save on the lead.

With a commercial venture
everyone down the line right
hack to the farmer has to be
paid.

Sentrachem and many others
wag anxious to see if govern-
ment gets the formula right
first time.
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Yan BOKKIE GERBER

'N SINDIKAAT van bruin sakemanne het , -
land se uitsoekplase, Schoemanshoek, gekoop. Hulle het gl
R350 000 daarvoor betaal. Sommige van die boere langs die Gou-
rits-rivier is daavoor suur. Een van hulle dreig om te trek as hy 'n
bruin bawrman kry, maar ander blanke boere in die omgewing

het geen beswaar nie.

Mnr. Eric van Zyl, wie
se plaas, Ropgeland, aan
Schoemanshoek grens,
het aan RAPPORT gess
as die Regering nie in-
gryp nie. is sy plaas in
die mark. Daar is glo
ook by die LV vir Mossel-
baai, dr. Helgard van
Rensburg. oor die ver-
koop van Schoemans-
hoek gekla.

Die sindikaat, wat uit tien
bruin sakemanne bestaan, het
die plaas Schoemanshoek van
1 260 ha van mnr. Neels Jon-
ker gekoop.

Mnz, Jonker s8¢ die boere
het g'n rede om te kia nie.
Hy sé& hy sal nie aan hom
laat voorskryf aan wie hy sy
plaas mag verkoop nie.

.Ek het die boere op die
buurplase eerste 'n  kans
gegee om Schoemanshoek te
koop. Hulle wou nie. Toe
ek 'n koper kry, het ¢k na
hulle teruggegaan. Ek het
hulle weer gevra of hulle in
die plaas belang stel, Hulle

~bet ges€ ek vra te veel,” het

mnr. Jonker aan RAPPORT
gesg.

Na verneem word, het mnr.

Jonker die plaas vir R350 000
aan die sindikaat verkoop.

Mnr. Van Zyi sé die bruin
boer word voorgetrek. ,,Daar
word teen ons blanke boere
gediskrimineer. Die bruin
boer kry 'n 190 persent-lening
teen 5 persent rente. Die
blanke boer kan by die Land-
bank net 'n 80 persent-lening
kry — en die rente is 9 per-
sent.

«Ek sou graag Schoemans-
hoek wou koop omdat dit
teenaan my plaas [&, maar
waar gaan ek daardie soort
van geld vandaan kry?" het
mnr, Van Zyl dié week aan
RAPPORT gesé.

Roggeland is af vyf geslapte
in die besit van die Van Zyl's,
Nou wil mnr. Van Zyl ver-
koop.

.Ek is glad nie meer geluk-
kig op die plaas nie. Voor
ans ons oé kan uitvee, het
bruin boere die hele distrik
ingenieem,” s hy.

Volgens mnr. Van Zyl oor-
weeg heelparty van die boere
langs die Gouritstivier nou

“=om hul plase te verkoop.

Lede van die sindikaat met
wie RAPPORT dié week ge-
praat het, wou niks s€ nie.

MOSSELBAAI _
een van Suid-Kaap-

Hulle het egter bevestig, dat
die koopbrief reeds onderte-
ken is.

Mnr. Jonker sé dis darem
nie¢ al die bure wat ontevrede
is nie. Daar's 'n paar wat
glad nie omgee dat 'n bruin
boer op Schoemanshoek sal
hoer nie.

+Ek kan nie eintlik ver-
staan waaroor die boere kla
nie, want die laaste dric jaar
het net bruin werkers op
Schoemanshoek gebly, Wat
is nou die verskil as "n bruin
man daar boer.

.Die bure is net suur dat
hulle nie Schoemanshoek kon
koop nie, Dis al waaroor die
bohaat gaan," het mar. Jon-
ker gesé.

RAPPORT het vasgestel
dat die sindikaat by die Jand-
bouafdeling van die Departe-
ment van Kleurlingsake om
hulp aangeklop het. Die ge-
wane aansoekvorm is aan die
sindikaat gestuur, maar teen
gister was dit mog nie terug
ontvang nie.

*Aan RAPPORT is gesé
dat die departement bruin
boere met lenings teen 5 per-
sent rente help. Bruin boere
word nie hierdeur voorgetrek

nie — verlede iaar is maar

SCHOEMANSHOEK se

plagsopstal. Dit is al drie

joar dat net die bruin

arbeiders op die plaas

woon. Die huis staan
leeqg.




| FARMERS from all oteg: the
- Western "Cape  will gather at
Worcester on Monday to con-
sid '

|4 : e
- 4 The"congress will he “opened
the chairman of the ‘Present
pe Province Agricultural
1"Union (CPALY, My G J van |
Zyl;and a welcoming address
-will be delivered by {he Mayor
orcester, Mr M Smit,~

" is -understood that the
gence of the new body,
which will combine the CPAU,
the?Boland Agricultural Unjon-
td the Southern Cape Agricul-
“tural Union, is not in doubt, and
in_fact the last item on the
agenda consists of the, first’
| Méetitig of the WCA's acting
ekecitive committee,

.+ The CPAU ajmsg to.draw intg
one *'united agricultyral frong"
the agricultural population, as
| well as the farmers’ co-opera-
tives, and the draft.constitution
"aims toCeonsider all matters
[ v erit alone and without par-
tyv-political hias', ’




Black veterinarians

*7. Mr. N. B. WOOD asked the Minister
of National Education:

How many Black veterinarians arc ar
prescnt being trained in the Republic of
South Africa?

' $The MINISTER OF NATIONAL EDU-
CATION: .

None at the universities administered by
me.
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Black veterinarians

*6, Mr. N. B. WQOD asked the Minister
of Agriculture: ' N
"“j [ i

How many Black veterinarians are at

present in service in the Republic of South

Aftrica?

*»

127 WEDNESDAY, 2

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:

riag:]e're are at present no Black veterina-
S i service in the Republic o
riody P f South



Surplus agriculturat indstuffs
Sy P B . g

1317Mr N B. WOOD st the Mipjsizs
of Agriculture:

Whether any surplu agriculsural
foodstuffs grown or prodiczd in the Re-
public were distributed & &) the under
privileged and (b) charitanl organizatioss
during the latest year for wich fgures e
available; if so, () what 2odstuffs, i
what quantity of each foseaff. (lify whe
was the estimated totsl viie and (V) %
what cost to his Departmer:”

The MINISTER OF AGRITULTURE
(ay No
by No

(i) - {iv) Fall away.

.
f

(
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Jairy

The MINISTER OF A0
(1) (@ Maiz,

S @ what was the
. Cronn d D) what 18

i “LTURE:

wheatt
products:

products and ‘l‘!

QO

i 3 ‘ :
W ‘ p_____——r,____.__._,.._.__k
Supsidy on agricuitud groduce {
_ . (o) Maze, wheaten products and
o el M T ARONSO™ siced the Ministet dairy products:
ok Agricuitore: \
' @ @ 1979/80 (estimates)
(1) What agricuitural grCts which are Maize « - R4S 000 000
sold to the CORSUIIET L4) were Sub- Wheaten products R117 000 000
gdized in 1979 ant ) wilt be ! Dairy pro ucts - - R4 150 000
<ubsidized 0 1988
(2) o} The amount will only D¢ known
i amount of when the hudget for 1980/81 15
pub'{lshed.




Sﬁi‘ﬁfli"éé;(_;f— agricultural products

~ WEDNESDAY, 20 FEBRU

perries and destroys the seed
- d ;

insect

ige. Mr. L. E. 1. VAN RENSBURG asked

the Minister of Agriculture:

4}

V)

3

Whether any sU juses of agriculturdl
roducts exist or are expected during
1980; if so, of which products:

what in each case are (2) the reasons

for such surpluses and (b) the price !

implications;

what steps have been taken or &
contemplated in each case 10 (2)
counter the affect of such surpluses
and (b) avoid such surpluses in future?

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:

ey

2)

(3

Yes. EE8Ss wheat, barley. maize, grain

sorghuim, buckwheat, tobacca and cot-

ton lint.

(a) Favourable
tions.

production condi-

(b) The price implications mainly

depend on the prices realized in
foreign markets for the export-
able surpluses.

(a) and ()

Eggs :
Export of surpluses and applicationt of
the regulations in terms of the EgE
Production Contro! Act, 1970 (Act 61
of 1970). _

Wheat and barley

No special steps are takem as the
surpluses are @ {emporary phenome-
non and shortages may even be ex-
perienced in future due tO the growth

of population.

Maize, grain sorghum and buciwheat
No special steps arc taken in view of
the strategic importance of these pro-
ducts and the currency €arpings
through exports.

ARY 1980

Tobacco
A p;oduction quota system is being
applied by the relevant co-operatives.

Cotion lint

purchase of surplus stocks by the
Cotton Board. The Board is also
considering publicity in order to
promote the consumption of cotion.
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Shortages of agricuitural products
ig7. Mr. H. E. 1. v AN RENSBURG asked

the Minister of Agriculture: L

(1) Whether any shortages of agricul"'
products exist or are expected during

1980; if so, of which products:

() what in each case are (a) the reasons
for such shortages and (b) the price
implications;

(3) what steps have been taken OF are
contemplated in each case 10 (2}
counter the effect of sach shortages

and (0 avoid  such shortages I

future?
Thg'MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:
.(1) ves. Rooibos &2, rye and lucerne.

) @ Rovoibos ted y
Unfavourable climatic conditions
and an increase in copsumpron.

Rye
Low yield per hectare.

i
* Lucerne N
Drought conditions.

(@) (& Rooibos tea _
i compensating
producers for increased produc-

approximately 20 percent during
the curent season-

Rye
None at this stage-

Lo e i

4
¥

e T T

3 @

@ ®

Lucerne

Prices in the free market -
creased considerably in ceri
areas.

Rooibos tea

The Rooibos Tea Control Buirt
allpcates cyrrent stocks to putt
ers by means of quotas @il
exports are estricted W &
minimum.

Rye
No special steps.

Lucerne

The Lucerne Action Comruie:
of the South African AgriculluTa
Union is giving attention to i
matter.

Rooibus 10 and rye:

Producer prices are adjusted frott
time to tme with a view ¥
encouraging production.

Lucerné

Price _comrol was abolished ¥
1979 in order 10 encourage i~
creased plantings.
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Value of agricultural production/exports B( (g(/f\

304. Mr. P. A. MYBURGH asked the
Minister of Agriculture: :

. .-

"EBRUARY 1980 152

w‘:-’-

What was the value of the Republe’s
agricultural {a) production and (b) exports
in 19797 :

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:
(a) R4 3575 million (estimated)

(» Rl 423 million (estimated).
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Priic_e)}increases of agricultural produacts
LT ‘L,’?(j&' 5 .
léRMr H. E. J. VAN RENSBURG aske:
the Minister of Agriculture: . .
Ty ben ) N
(1) Whether aay applications for pri:
increases of zny agricultural produc
have been received by the Departmesr.
of Agricultural Economics and M-
keting during 1980; if so, from Wi
organizations;

e g e o et e

(2) what in each case (a) was the ipcreas:
requested, (B) were the reasons gives
for the application and (c) was e
response of the Department;

(3) whether anv increases have been v 3(
are to be grznted; if so, what 3 e '

increase in ¢acht case;

FERNIIRNTSEARRIREY S A

(4) whether any Tepresentations we:
made agains: such price increases: bl
: so, (@) by which organizations and .* I

PIREIPEVSPIRNE S Y

. ——W

FEBRUARY 1950

what i lag
or the r;;feh €ase (i) were gy
response - Mations ang 1€ Teason,
Th of the Departme 1(; D was the
nt’
¢ MINISTER OF AGR;

() No. - CULTURE; j~

2), (3} ang (4) FaJ away.

.
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Production of sunflower seed

f |f LRI ‘
321. Mr. N. B, WO(}D asked the Ministey
of Agriculture: IENETeR
‘ What was the :tota] production of
sunflower seed in the Republic for each of

the last five years for which figures are

available? wio s

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:

Ton
1973774 253 000
i1974/75 209 300
1975/76 254 700
1976/77 469 900
1977/78 i 453 400

1978/79 320 000 (estimated}
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Land and Agricultural Bank: loans

297 Mr. P. A~ MYBURGH asked the
Minister of Finance:

{s) What was the total amount of leuns 0

" farmers by the Land and Agricultural
Rank as at 31 December 1979 and (b)
to how many farmers had these loans
been granted?

The MINISTER OF FINANCE:
(a) RS584 167 147
(b) 23201

1
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%
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|
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. Staff Reporter

THE Provincial Council yester-
- day. unanimously adopted a mo-
tion; asking the administrator-
in-execniive committee to
grant-aid to those suffering un-
der the Cape's worst drought in
a century.

In.cthe -motion, proposed by
the Leader of the House and
MPC for Prieska, Mr F A
Loots, :MEC, the council ex-
pressed- sympathy with those
affected and asked for aid.

MPCs Trom affected areas in

the north-west Cape and Nama- .

qualandjtold of the suffering of
those m\{olved '

. Mr Loots said that the attén-
Aot of “the government to the -

‘as ;appreciated, but

role to play

drought areaSv\g

" He proposed that action” in-’
clude a temporary iowermg
and subsidizing of boarding

houses fees in towns w1thm the-

disaster areas.
Special help could be given bo
municipalities forced to, ins

- crease water and light tarifis.

The economies of towns were
affected by the fortunes of the
farming community.

Mr J T Nel. NP Ceréé said

that the rainfall in the Calvinia
district in 1978 had been the
lowest in 109 years. In 1979 it
had-been the second lowest in
110 years

Instwo-years of the drought
farmers had lost R20 million
directly; and indirectly.. It was
doubted- whether the -losses
would be uvercome in the next
10 years.g@% K

The Admlmstrator Mr Gene
Louw sald that the 1 drought

droughttof: e 188075.4%

nt 27i-aifected aned wabout
1600 S arliienswere taking ad-
vantagelof State helpr-R372 mil-
Tion ‘hady been ‘providéd.
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ETIOCWNT Tthe at‘tenti‘er‘l{}:fjf-j""th%fgq ro-

ncial Council yester ment 1o .the problemiwas !

ianimously adopted appreciated, but ithafgi.tt%e .,GSburg at this time.
O i

- a¥motion. asking the ad- provinece also had &1
: mini,;;tﬁtoft- in-ex;;cuéi\tfe play. . .
ominittee to- grant aid to’ . RN, o

ufféring under the 1%%031 2‘3{1“1131;09;3:;‘;‘,{;1“' |
y ; i cluded that there beatem: .y
worSt drOUght ma pora ry lowe ring“;:gf t 'UI niver Sity °

T ST : hoarding feés in boarding ’
yn Hobbs (NRP,  pguses in towns withinthe

don North); ask-  gisaster areas and Subs
‘(_l'roughtvstncken Sidising fees. L .

Special help could’pe
_ given 10 municipalitles
forced to increase wafer
PC.for Prieska, Mr and light tarifis. “The.
Gts, MEC, the -economics of towns were
y i affected by the fortunesof o444
R W - the farming community. - ng.
od and asked:for aid = 'The'.Administrator, 11\!111-

far as it was within - Gene Louw, said the

brovince's means.  drought was seenl a8
‘Moving his motion, Mr ., serious as the drought of
o sald. tha_'!l the of the 1880s. — DDQ . L

stz what do you see?
12. Good morning young man'

1;. Are you siek/111 ?
1. Snow melts but dew shines,

essed sincere
ith tho

15. Glucose alse melts in the mouth

16. Please try again.

1%,
7. I dont 1like to drive on long trips
18. Dpeath is the leveller of all.

19. The man 4is complaining.
20, T
hose (el.2) who work will never regret

21. Hurry | Time is against us.

)

?2. Mr Mbabane, a telephone for you

23, |

3. Sometimes I’m up, sometimes I'm down

1.

ukughuba
1xhashat

ngamany 'amaxesha
ni/ntoni?
1khepha

Sabelo.

2

iinga -
iyakhalaza
niyagonda
masa

uyagula °
uSabani

3.
iyanyibilika
abo

ixabise
inenekszi
molo
kakhulu

b

ukufa
wesihlan
as 8
phi? nen
uthetha
zikabawo

24 ."What
is the waluas of education?" A student once

25. '
5. I can see you understand ( plural )

asked,

he?
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. cre foy by
L P Y '

AT AN R F Y

By industrial standards, SA farmers get .. PCONOOLE Ccongityons et e
their irrigation water cheaply. Even 50, OPCEIing g O COer At lensg e
they are unhappy over what they have to- IZaeh seheorme i dealt wi
pay: i 0 Tiason i oo I separa o,
" They buy about 2 ms3 out of every three cullire opeppeg i '. Chitment i
supplied by the Department of Water Af- Congisten; ‘V!”ikgg;‘i‘:rl I‘f"“—‘ﬁ' e indeed,
fairs. Yet their water rates contribute If Riet Bjyep f"!}‘rn; f‘ Momic conditions,
. only 10% of the revenues that the depart- to be askeqd r;“‘“‘“‘f 1,”’,' Mstaneo, wope
ment claws back from its customers. their schematy o :mfr il sharve, ovay of
Domestic and industrial users pay the theny waniy .anvjpi!'f,d O COSTS, fow o
full price for their 33% share. gut the D0 the other g )}!-J.'i,"a']r"'“i"ﬂ ar aif,
losses which the department incurs: on SUTITI I T ,-,.,j;, ”“.A__""”f‘f*- iy
behalf of agriculture have to be recouped hifevent . u,-\,.: l‘\(r.,'t. L'“ Charpea o
from the taxpayer via the Treasury as WA Ml d gy e ‘\;",I.up e s,
‘irrecoverable expenditure’; it is rolled A delegition (7, e b4 e
over in the department’s books. Dromised meeting 1'\:\"” fix b
Currently, faced with higher charges, Minister  Ap, H.-nmmni'.lt'l ater Artiirg
many farmers are still dissatisfied. Rates they ingong asking fin, l'[]:r”'n“r‘ o which
on some irrigation schemes, especially the . Svsteny of calenlating r*l-:-';:.-':mw friiterm

newer ones, have been rising faster than
-on others. Widening differentials are said
to be putting certain of them at a com-
parative disadvantage as water bills climb
towards an unprecedented 20% of total
costs. : '

. Trouble began after the 1970 commis-
sion of enquiry into water matters recom-
mended a new basis for tariffs, The com-
mission recognised that the majority of
farmers could never be expected to meet
all the capital costs of interest and re-
%emption that the department incurred.
‘But it divided them into two categories.

Farmers on “new” irrigation schemes
- (completed after March 1970) were to pay
for the full operating costs plus a percent-
age of the interest and redemption ¢osts.

Meanwhile, the rates on schemes complet-
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Frontline farmers In
northern Natal found
themselves in a new
war zone this week

whemn terrorists

rocketed a supply

store. But It was
a striko that was
fong-enpaected.
As SADF and
pollca unlts
meountad follow-
up oparations In
the denss frontier
bush batween
South Afrlce and
Mozaimblgue, the

farmers sald they

would not be
scaradl off by the
tarrorists.

They bro linked
-by radlo and
wherover they go,
they take thelr
weapons

Ex-Rhodesian Thys Smit ... “tho.

&

THEY are ready for
war, the frontier farm-
ers of Natal,

So this week’s hit-and-
rm terror . strike across
the Mozambgive border
came as no surprise.

Ex DS i Fal

| the Smits saidith |
A believed that an attack ‘would
take place.

5 ST
boginning”

“It-had to happen . . . this is
just the start” said the men
who live in the shadow of Mo-
zarmhgive, ‘

Almost on top of the frontline

is war-weary ex-Rbodesian -

Thys Smit.

He is project manager of a .

cotton farm at Ndumo, a trad-
ing setflement within sight of
South Africa’s border with Mo-
zambique, .

After Sunday's rocket strike
on the isolated supply store 20
km tg the south, Thys takes his
R1 rifle whenever h2 leaves his

security-fenced and floodlit-

farmhouse.

“We have always been care-
ful here, but now we are going
to have to be even more vigi-
lant. It is inevitable that there
will be angther attack.

“What happened on Sunday
was the beginning. I would like
to regard it as a single, isolated
incident that will blow over.
But I don’t think that will ba
the case.”

' .
Attitude

Thys .and his wife, Kate,
have had previous experience
of terror and bush war,

Thay farmed in Rhodesia un-
til four years ago and can see
parallels between the develop-
ing situation in South Afvica’s
“terror strip” and their former

- home.

However, there is a differ-
ence: “In Rhodesia there wasa
marked change in attitude
among the locals when the first
terror attacks took place,

“They became unco-opera-
tive and sullen. Here it is dif-

“‘ferent. The local people are

still as friendly and helpful as
they ever were. I find. that
keartening.” <" ot

Like maist whites in the'area,
id:they' had always

“It came as no surprise,

out a weapon. A breakdowm on
the road, especially at night,
can only spell trouble,” he said.

Mr Smit's view is shared by
newcomer Roy Bruce, who
moved to Ndume from Durban
about eight months ago.

He =aid: “‘The road to Mkuze
is an ideal place for an am-
bush. It is lonely, isolated and
the bush offers lots of cover.
We try not to travel during
darkness.”

Both Mr Bruce and his wife
said they too had been *‘sort of
expecting’’ a terror incident in
the area.

*“It had to happen sometime.
Everyone in the area knew it
was on the cards. But it is not
going to alter our plans to stay
here. This is beawtiful country.
I couldn't face living anywhere
else;’’ said Mr Bruce.

As military patrols swept the
area this week, Brigadier
Charles Lloyd, officer com-
manding Natal Command, ad-
vised northern Nata! residents
to join forces to protect each
other in the face of the ap-
proaching terrorist threat in
the area.

TR STy S

Storeheeper Nicolas Ndlovu vas!a
lsts attacked his shop and ieftiit

really. It had been expected,
but it was the suddenness that )
shocked us, Now we wonider
who, or what, is gext.”

The Smits have radlo linkg
with a neighbouring farmhouse
where gection manager Roy’
Bruce lives with his wife, O- |yhely dirt *oad to the nearest
ive, and baby daughter Tracey- iwn, Mkuze, about 80 km
Lee, and also with a farm g .fé‘ay, he carries the Rl with
few kilometres south. ‘him, "

Said Thys: “We can be in i.'v]; ig no secret. Everyone
-contact with other people with- tiere has somé kind of arma-
in seconds. We also have the j’Tent. We daren’t travel with-

Ie§p when torror-
a plle of rubblo

H ne nearest the border,
e are,not at all cut off,
{+Help'is just a button switch

apay. g
;Whenever he travels the

v

STOREKEEPER Nicolas Ndlovy _!hfas
spoken for the firat ime of hig n{gm
of fear at the hands of the henyily
armed terrorists whe attacked-{ifs
ghop. ) - :
“I thought ¥ was geing fo dle
sald, ‘ -
“From the moment I heard ¢ jem

Next tohlm was a .22 pistol, which
store-oWlier’ David Rutherford had

man and counter nssistant, who ecam '
out of hiding,

escaped Into the bush,

to recrult me, but they didnt BAY
A sack was put of over Mr Ndlovu's

where- they were taking me and 1

cock their rifles to the time they Issued Ao

¥

released me, I did not think hat 1

would see the sun rise. It was tersify-
mg_" - ? ‘_‘:f_z.

Busziness went on as usual last Sat-

urday at the Phelindaba trading atore

about ﬁ,@g from the Mozamhigue

border, - .} 5, ‘
4, former vaiter at a.

Mr. M F\m, L,
hotel ﬁﬁ%?k;ue%ﬁbﬂ km away; lcked
up gt his normal time ‘and Bhepar

ed
for ‘bed in a room which he {hared

with a'younglishop assistant ar the yomng bay
: fear’! — mia

back of the store.

hia staff for protection
Bor

againgt Téhbers,
A :0'clock ke leapt from bed to
the 8oindfof firing.

£ eaple’ ontalde were shooting at
the ko, 1 got-my gun and started

shooting Kacls."

H

The yoting sisi;"
under tihe conntey,
¢ Then.. 150136t fired a rocket at

Loy
ity 1

ters
herﬁorre‘.ghd hréke. down the door,
Ag' thisy were taken outside, the

who was “‘shaking with
de a.dash for freedom and

[

head and he was slapped aboiit the
head by the terrorists.

“l don’t kmow heow many people
there were. It conld have been eight
or 10. There were a lot of different
voices,” he said.

After looting the store and setting it
alight, the gang made Mr Ndlova walk
with them throngh the bush, leading
him by a cord tied around his neck.

“I conldn’t see where we were go-
ing, but I think we walked around in a
circle.

‘““Fhey told me'that they werd golng

didn't ask,”

After walking for about an hour, a
gang member told Mr Ndlovn that
they were no longer interested in
recruiting him,

“They said ¥ should rather go back
$o my boss and tell him that they
viould be returning for another attack,

“They tled me to-a tree, bug still
did not remove the bogd,”

After freeing himself, Mr Ndlovn
ran back through the hush to the
store.

There he called for the night wateh-

Ordering them to stay thers, ke ran
about 5 km through the bush to the
main Ndamo read, where be caeght g
bus into Maputa, o village aboat £
km south of the store,

Said his employer, Mr Rutharford;
““He arrived about six o’cleck and
told me the atory. Thongh we had
been expecting something fke this 1

couldn’t believe it had happaped.”

Within half an hour of the report,
Mr Rutherford, police nnd SADF units
had converged on the still-smonlder.’
fng ruins of the stora,
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\ EMERGE&&CY AlD TO FARMERS IN THE
NQRTH-WESTERN CAPE
There arétanother two or three maters ot
\| which I should like to inform this House. The
{| fiest concemg;farmers 1n the drought-stricken
' North-Westernt Cape. Normally any new 1e-
lief measures ‘would have had to stand over

until the main’budget in a fow weeks' time,
but owing to their urgent nature it has been
i decided, in co-pperation with the hon. the
| Minister of Agriculture, to act at this early
' juncture. g

{7 in certain regions in the Norih-Western
* Cape no general rains have fallen since 1977,
" Although emergency aid has already been
| rendercd in the past, the position is deteriorat-
'\ ing rapidly. The Jacobs Commifteg was
i

1

1
|
1
1
I

consequently requested to evaiuate the posi-
tion as a matter of urgency, to consider
representations for increased assistance and
‘l submit recommendations on these matters to
\ the hon. the Minister of Agriculture and
| myself. After careful consideration  znd
‘l hecause of the disastrous drought conditions
1 prevailing at ppgsent, the committee made a
i number of important recommendations  for
linereased financial *assistance (o small-stock
i farmers in this arca. All these recormmmenda-
| tons were -accepted by the Minister of
| Agriculturg and mys¢lf.
| Funthermore, in certain other drought-
. stricken Jarge-stock areas that have already
| been declared to be emergency grazing areas
"I and. where the situation is also beginning to
become acute, drought assistance will also

MONDAY, 25 F,

—_

h
ng::: tgnllje rendered to large-stock farmers
. e Minister of Agriculture will

;'ﬁ];;tgxce fgIl_pmicuIars of the various aid
m es, which come into operati
arch 1980. o on 1

To make assistance to farmers in those

areas i 3
amusun}t)ocs]s;}béej, I sha_ll‘request an additional
7,5 million in the main esti-




1507

TUESDAY, 26 FEBRUARY 1980

fighting the Tommies. There were people at
that time who held the Tommies’ horses
behind the lines. Thank heaven that the Lord
put a sign on those people. Surely hon.
members know what that sign was. If one
<hook hands with them, one felt a fimp hand
and a cold arm. It was like touching an eel.
We in South Africa must guard against our
hand being as cold as an eel.

In the recent no-confidence debate they had
the audacity to tell the hen. the Prime
Minister that he must do away with discri-
mination and that, like Dr. Malan, he should
say: “If 1 perish, 1 perish.”” However, do
they know the history of Dr. Malan? We do
not want the words of Dr. Malan to be
bandied about by an hon. member by the
PFP. Dr. Malan was onc of the ideal figures
of South Africa. He left the ministry and, in
kis farewell sermon which he delivered on &
June 1913, he used those words. He quated
the words of Esther and said: ““If [ perish, 1
perish.”” They said tkat Dr. Malan left the
ministry after the war because there was
controversy among the Afrikaner leaders.
There was no such controversy among the
Adfrikaner leaders. Dr. Malan did so because
he realized that the Afrikaners in South
Africa were in a terrible predicament. It must
rot be forgotten that this occurred only 11
years after a bloody war had been waged, a
war of annexation in which the Afrikaner was
shot to pieces. When the Boers returned from
the battlefield, all they found were burnt-out
homes. There were mo women to welcome
them. There were no childrens’ voices. All
they found were the graves of 26 000 women
and children. It was under those circum-
stances that Dr. Malan said what he said: I
hear the call of my pecple; I am now going to
hecame editor of Die Burger; and if T perish,
I perish.

Dr. Malan, together with General Hertzog,
Strydom and all the other great leaders of our
nation, carried on the struggle. Then, in 1948,
he became Prime Minister. Then he was
crowned, not with a Marxist crown, but he
received the crown of his nation, the Afri-
kaner crown, with love and confidence. How
{hat man fought! Was he negative? No, he
fought. First of ali, he fought for us to be
allowed to speak our own language in this
country. After that he fought for South
Africa’s own flag. The struggle for indepen-
dence followed. He also laid for South Africa

T
the foundations on which the Republic w
built. Tt was in that context that Dr. Mats
said: *'If | perish, I perish.”’ Today we z
once again engaged in a war Our sons gm
engaged in a war once again. Do ey

members know how many of our sons an '

fighting on the borders today for the survivy
of our White civilization? It is not the sons o
any Tom, Dick or Harry who arc fightine
there. It i3 our children who are fighting
there. It is my child and your child who g
dying there on the border. What contributigs
does the PFP make towards supporting thog
boys there on the border? Do those hen
members not know that it is a struggh
hetween the Christian ideology and the Man.
ist view of life? Let some of those hoa
members rise to their feet and tell me thy
they accept the Christian national view
life, Surely the hon. the Leader of th
Opposition himseif knows how divided
are. Just take a look at your own party. Ja2
took how divided vour own party is. Led
how few members there are in your pawy
who accept the Christian national view o
life. '

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. membs
may not address the hom the Leader of g
Opposition as *‘you’’ and “yours’’. He mus
address the Chair when he speaks to hod
menbers opposite. _

*Mr. S. P. POTGIETER: Mr Speakes,’f
defer to your decision. T have always referss
to the hon. the Leader of the Opposition ¥l
respect and deferencé. What 1 now wank 1
say about the hon. the Leader of the Oppast
tion, is that he must be positive for once.
must tell the leftist Press that they must S8
besmirching, besmearing and befouling Sow
Africa. He must tell the world how I
money the NP Government and the Afrikast
natien are spending on the upliftment of
non-Whites here in South Africa. Surely Wi
cannot always be negative. He must telj
world how much-money we are spending &
primary and secondary education, and e¥%H
on Universities. He' must also tell the_ﬁ'ﬂf_g%

what we -are doing for non-Whites if o

economic sphere. -He must talk about
provision of employment, and also &
world how many
spending on housing. Surely he woul prod
be coniributing something too, Why doch

5@
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Atow the Teftist Press to extol the hon
4 Leader of the Opposition as a superman,
&

Wi they st still and do not want to do
@i b4

eything pesitive for the sake of the country

0 s people. 1 ask the hon. the Leader of |

this afternoon to extricate
himself from the thongs that
s him, that he should come forward, come
ik to his maton and do his share for his
~wa. He does not have to show the hon, the
e Minister what w0 do. We have had
ey Prime Ministers in South Africa. We
.z had one great Prime Minister after
wmuher in South Africa. Each one had a job
o, a task to accomplish in his time, and
e prosent DOR. the Prime Minister, who is
xing here today, has an even greater, more

to accomplish, gnd we are
coxbdent that he will do so. He-has the
<ipport of those of us who stand béhind him.
A on this side of the House, we National-
A are On our knees to the Lord to thank
nan for a leader fike the one that we have in
= hon. Prime Minister today, a leader
swm we zre proud of and we pray that the
L will give him the strength fo tread the
zh of South Africa, and that he will not
Sve to call in the aid of the hon. the Leader
A e Opposition.

s Oppostion
Lemsell. 10 free

wu,

P
!

Wy

CMr BB B HUGO: Mr. Speaker, 1
wlieve it is a particular privilege for any new
=ember to make his first contribution in this
#ouse. | know that each new member is
&iected in one way or the other by the firm
#elions and the dignified ammosphere of this
fogse, and | should like "to commence by
i}'ﬂ’-ﬂlr‘ng all those bon: memnbers whose
“2odliness and thoughtfulness during this
Tiation period have made life tolerable for
7 1 appreciate their friendliness and
aghtfuiness. o

_}do also believe though that on an
':_itiiqn such as this most new members
ezt from the heart on matters which are of
f‘i‘”f?ncern to them. To my mind, there-
o i is only natural thai 1 should speak on
E‘&_“?CHSMH of Ceres and agriculture. It is
%h-‘-‘?m}t that Ceres is really synonomous
o {@culture, because Ceres was named
"5 U goddess of agriculiure and fertility.
<2t to stast by presenting the inhabitants
mh?.:s o you as people who are steadfast
3 _‘,_aﬂ a balanced view of life. 1 think that
& ¥eew of life has grown from their ties

e,
.

course of more than 31
four Government meni-
; men who have rendered
i distinction in this
| House and have been active in a wide sphere
! of our national life. 1 want {0 exXpress grateful
1 acknowledgzment to them today and pay
|

| with the land. In the
| years Ceres has sent
. bers o this House,
| yaluable service with great

' tribute to those four leaders—each was a
| 1ender in his own right—on behalf of the
people of Ceres. -
| Iwantto make Ceres known to the House
| as a comstituency of extremes and contrasts. 1
i want to mention just two extremes. The first
| is rainfall. In the south, in the vicinity of
| Ceres and Gydo, thers is an average rainfall
of 830 mm a year. North of Ceres, near
! Calvinia, the rainfall drops w0 between 100
" and 200 mm a year. The second extreme is
| the population density. It has been estimated
' that the productive area of the Hex River
Valley consists of approximately 9 500 ha.
This region is divided into 153 farming units
cach of which measures about 62 ha. Approx-
imately 40 people live on each farming unit.
That makes the Hex River Valley probably
‘ ore of the most densely populated agricultu-
| ral areas in our cOURIry. When we go further,
| to the Karoo region of this constituency, we i
1
l
\
|

fnd numerous stock farms in excess of 0 500"
ha On each of these farms there are only one
White family and three or four Brown
families.

These extremes confimm, in my view, 2
very old but also a very basic truth of
agniculture, viz. that agriculture is tied to ‘|
" place and nature. Nature determines the risk 1
i element in agriculture, and the climate and
| the soil determine what branch of agriculture |
£ can be carried on in a particular region. 1
| hould like to ask now ikt when decisions
! are taken of criticisms expressed regarding
L agricultural planning and agricultural price
determinations, we bear these limitations of
| agriculture in mind.

Thirdly, I should like to present Ceres to
the House as an agricultural region, a consti-
wency which is totalfy motivated on an
! agricultural basis. 1 want to dwell on just two
‘. agricultural industries. The first is sheep-
| farming, the wool and meat industries in the
! Dogth in the vicinity of Calvinia, Niewoudt-

ville, Sutherland and Touws River. Under

sormal circumstances in the past this region
made a very impertant ‘contribution to our
meat and wool productiop. The sheep of that
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i . Staff Reporter
A MASSIVE Telies programme

— a fast-dilch bid to avert the-

{ total ruin and depopulation of

| Stock farmers in the drought-

siticken north-west Cape —
was announced by the govern-
ment yosterday.

As the worst drought in a
century continues in iore than
hail of the Cape Provinee, ihe

additionul rolief measures and -

R17.5 million in’ fipancigl aid
will give a massive boust to the
tarmers” fight for survival,
The relief programme gues
! info operation on Saturday.
Interviewed by ihe Cape
Times last night, the Minister
of Agricullure, Mr Hendrik

i Schoeman, said - that the situa-

drought

lion was so critical in some
dreas that farmers *eguld still
lose {fajth’.

"“The aid will not resglve the
crisis bat wil]. .we hope, enable
them to hold on™”, he said, re-

. Newing his appeal to farmers to

Uslay oo the jand,

He praised sieps taken by the
farmers themselves:- such a9
using their eplire savings in
buying feed. “We should all
admire them, " he said,

The government move foi-
[lowed a seriey of urgent discus-
sions hatween Mr* Schoeman,
the Minister of Finance, Sena-
tor Owen Horwood, and repre-
sentatives of varioys agricul-
Aural bodies, as well as g fact-
finding tour of the disaster
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Drought-stricken arsas of the "r'mrth-wéstern Cape, indicat-

~ed in red ‘on the map, are to receive R17.6 million in &id.
‘ . Areas lass seriously affected are shaded yeilow,

aress by members of the Ja-
‘obs Committee,

Senator Horwood announced
in Parliament yesterday that
the goverament had decided ta
vole an additional Ri7,5 mil.
lion, with eficet from March 1,
lor financial assislance to
farmors,

Listed disaster areas include
Calvinia, Carnarvon, VFrusop-
burg, Namaqualand, Sulher.
land, Williston and Clanwil-
liam, while surreunding regions
such as Gordonig, Prieska,
Beaufort West ang Willotnore
are considered o he seriously
affecied.

According to the MPC for
Ceres, MrJ T Nel, farmers had
lost R20 million directly and in-
direclly during the past two

. years,

Additional measures

The survival of the sheep
farmer wus of primary impor-
tance, Mr Schoeman sajd, Addi-
tivnal measures (o be intro-
duced on March 1 are:

® The continuation of the
payment of a 75 percent rebate
on transport costs of stock
feeds, .

® Subject to the means test,
the Department; of Agricultural
Credit and- Land Tenure has
granted an increase of the
stock feed loan from R2 to R3
per sheep per month. As in the

- past, 50 percent of the loan will

he subsidized, The ioans will
apply to a maximum of 1)
sheep per farming unit per
month. This will resuit in a
subsidy of R1,50, plus a feed
loan of R1,50 per sheep per
month, . K .
- @ The transportation rebate,
feed loans and subsidy will now
apply too to molasses and reg-
isteréd stock licks, . -

§ . .
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Sm"plus ul a] foodstuffs

. 132 Mr. N; D as ed the Minigter
of Agriculture:
gri 0 o)

Whether any surplus  agricultural
foodstuffs grown or produced in the Re-
public were destroyed during the latest year
for which figures are available; if so, (a)
what foodstuffs, (b} what quaniity of each
foodstuff and (c) what was the estimated
totai value? . 5

The_ MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:
No. (3), (b) and (c) Fall away. .
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Hell let Innte would be g
nild desco:ntion of the
tgitated state of mind of
Border fzrmers who now
~ealise they have been
‘ooled. or deceived. over
he removal of illegal
squatters :n the white cor-
-idor.

After icgisiation had
heen passed empowering
he Government to apply
Chapter IV of the Native
[rustand Land Act, which
vould have made it im-
yossible {or the position to
leteriorzte. the Secretary
or Ban'u Affairs pleaded
or the zcceptance of cer-
ain recsmmendations.
Chis was zzreed to.

These were that the
ecomimendations of the
'ike Commission be
ccepied and that the posi-
ion be pezged as at the
ime of the report, and
hat squartiers on farms be
rafted and absorbed in
weliisha NO new
icences were to be
ranted =4 the law was to
echangsZ 1o prevent any
urther erncroachment in
e COrTidar

{1943) the
1tion was:

986,
4 475,

At thet ume
quatter pos
athcart.

tutterhes1m.
omga. 6 313. East Lon-
on, 3 333 The to.al of
5 534 in 1542 could be mul-
plied tenfold in 1980 —
nd that would be a very

Farmers ask: h

conservative estimate &f
the number of illegal
squatters stili in the cor-
ridor.

As lime dragged on,
with nothing being done,
the Minister of Bantu Af-
fairs made an approach to
the farmers with a view to
land being found — com-
pensation land as it were
— to accommgdate ali the
people displaced from
their illegal sqguatter
lands. A series of meetings
was held, the first at Keti
Road under the Eastern
Agricultural Union and
others at Frankfort,
Braunschweig, Izeli, Pots-
dam and Hanover. These
meetings were addressed
by a senior representative
of the Department of
Bantu Affairs, Mr Koos de
Wet.

I quote from records in
my possession and from
minutes of associations
and hoards, of Mr De
Wet's address:

“1 have heen sent here
by the minister to plead
with vou to make land
avatlable as compensation
tand on which to settle ail
the people displaced from
the white area. The land
we are asking for is
neither released, schedul-

Mr C. Miles Warren. the writer of this ar-
tiele, was MPC for Cathcart, 1937-1940, and
MP for King Willilam’s Town, 1940-1966. He

lives now at Stutterhein.

)3&.":1 bror 2'7/3,/%
ave weé' b

ed nor quota land. but it s
impaossible to free you of
this menace unless vou
are prepared to give us
fland.”

Asked by questioners at
every meeting how long it
would be hefore the
transfer could be com-
pleted, Mr De Wet
replied: ““Within two
years.” And this siate-

- ment was confirmed by

the then Minister of Bantu
Affairs, Mr De Wet Nel, in
the House of Assembly on
humerous oceasinns.

It was ultimately agreed
that land should be made
avaiiabie and the follow-
ing areas were then taken
up by the government on
the express under-
standing that the land was
to accommodate displaced
persons from the white
corridor: .

Frankfort. Brauns-
chweig lzeli, Han-
over, Potsdam, all
farms west of the national
road abave and below
Berlin, including
Amalinda outspan: eight
farms in the Mount Coke
area down to Fort Pato,
and a number of farms in
the upper Punzane area.
This was a very substan-
tial area of country that
was not scheduled or
released.

3Gen

At a later stage the
Select Committee on
Bantu Affairs was called
together to consider the
purchase of the whole of
the German settlement
area of Keiskammahoek
for the express purpose of
accommodating displaced
persons from Mgwali,

Warthurg, Cenyu-
Umlungist and lower
Kubusie.

At that meeting it was
specifically stated that if
the farmers agreed to this,
the farm, Fort Merriman,
would revert to white
territory.

A brief look at what has
been done in the past 35
vears will be of great in-
terest and justify the hard
feelings that are rampant.

The illegal squatters in
the following places are
still there and in great

numbers: Mooiplaas,
Kwenxurha, Tainton
Village,, Kwelerha,

Newlands, Mgwali, Wart-
burg, upper Kubusie,
lower Kubusie, and on
black-owned

plots still being used as
squatter haunts.

What of the land .

plots.
throughout the four dis-
tricts, with some white’

specificaliy set aside faor
accommodating these
people? Well, it is gradual-
iy being filled up with peo-
ole being displaced from
Cape Town, Uitenhage,
ind other far-flung areas.

VWould we be justified in
Lsking: Have we just been
fovied and deceived? We
have been led to believe
over the years that when a
government gives a
splernn promise it will
keep it

That is not the end of
tie tragic position. The
gbvernment has mounted
t§e escarpment and
bqught the unscheduled
and unreleased land adja-
cent to Gazella and
Amabele, plus the farms
Glen Avon, Stanhope,
Farm Union and zll land
west of the Frankfort road
to the national road, plus
portions of farms in the
upper Kubusje area.

Now the last straw to
break the camel’s back:
The government wants
that so-called finger of
land known as Woodlands
and Clifton Hill to be in-
corporated into the black
state. One wonders what
the adjacent farmers
would have to say if their
farms were brotght into

B e A A —

immediate contact with
densely popufated
squatter country, with
only the railway line or
the national road as the
huffer zone.

We have been advised
that the Van der Walt
commission or the Greeff
commission are to visit the
area this month and that
we had to prepare
memoranda to submit to
them. It is nearing the end
of the month ancfthere is
no sign of any commission
coming. Nor has there
been any intimation
whether or not the bodies
that have submitted
memoranda will be aliow-
ed to put their cases in
person, with support by
orgl evidence.

One might reasonably
write at the end of this:
gro pudor (for shame).

or the future the three

feet six inches of railway -

line will be the buffer
between the black and
white territories. The
national road, all power
lines, all main telecom-
munication lines, will run
through biack terrttory.
Wonderful architecture

for the defence of our
country.

+ The Van der Walt and
the Greeff ecommissions
are concerned with the
boundaries of, and land
for, the Ciskei.
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farms

HOUSE OF .ASSEMBLY. --
Thé .government was failing to
repopulaté. farming areas -on
* the countty’s horders, Mr-Bill
“Sutton {NRP Mooi River) said.
:_4"-"‘Everythmg was- going wrong
‘in those steategically important
rareas which. were . suffering
“rural blight”’, he said in the
debate on the second reading of
“the, Part Approprlatlon Bill
[0 “The gquestion is.how do you
riuldte fe: economy in'a way

nd‘ tarm economlcally"”

i,;dlLS ‘should:be given to entice
: -‘people‘ ta talj,m in border areas.
"7 “The ‘governrment’s policy is
“for subsidization at the consum-
_er ‘end, But. surt_lv it will be of
‘advantage to: the country and
the ('Onsumer if - subsidies are
~Used fo reduc(. input costs.’’
"Until there*was a greater up-
. surge in the economy and
- people ‘could absorb increased
7--agr1cultﬁra1 production, the
hortér ‘areas- would need spe-
cial help. :
-' “Farmers in horder areas
are- very important to the coun-
~try's defence.” ~— Sapa

& M Sutton said greater subsi-




~ Own Correspondent
CAPE TOWN. — Additional re-
lief measures and R17 500 000
in financial aid will be distrib-

- uted among Cape farmers from,

»Saturday.

The aid, -announced by the

« ‘Government this week, will

give a massive hoost to the

- farmers' fight for survival in

the worst drought in & century.
The: relief programme is a

last-ditch bid to avert total ruin-

and depopulation of stock farm-
ers in the drought-stricken
north-west Cape.

The Minister of Agrieulture,

Mr Hendrik Schoeman, said in
.an interview that the situation

" was 'so .critical in some areas

‘that farmers ““counld still lose

th. .

“The aid will not resolve the
erisis but will, we hope, enable
them to hold on,” he said.

'Digaster areas include Cal-

vinla, ‘Carnarvon, Fraserburg,
Namagualand, Sutherldnd, Wil-
liston and Clanwilliam. Sur-

o - O WA M .

or survival

donia, Prieska, Beaufort West

.and Willomore are considered
serious. :

The survival of the sheep
farmer was of primary impor-
tance, Mr Schoeman said, Addi-
tional measures to be intro-
duced on March 1 are:

® The continnation of a 75%
rebate on transport costs of
stock feeds. The rebate, pre-
viously applicable only on rail
and road transport by the South
African Railways, has been ex-
tended to transportation by
authorised and licenced private
contractors.

® Subject to the means test,
the Department of Agricultural
Credit and Land Tenure has
granied an increase of the
stock feed loan from R2 to R3

per sheep per month. As in the

past, 50% of the loan will be
subsidised. The loans will apply
to 2 maximum of 1000 sheep
per farming unit per month.
The stock feed loan and sub-
sidy will apply to all sheep
whereas it was previously

T
ot fse

limited to breeding ewes.

Sheep farmers in the areas
concerned who do not make use
of the loan schemes, will quali-
fy on an equal bagis for the
increased subsidy.

@ The transportation rebate,
feed loans and subsidy will now
also apply to molasses and reg-
istered stock licks.

* In other distress areas not
yet critical, existing relief
measures will remain in force
but will apply to 2 maximum of
1000 sheep per farming unit,
instead of being limited to 1 000
breeding ewes,

Relief measures were also
justified in cattle-grazing areas
such as Vryburg and Kimberley
where drought conditions had
reached ‘“‘alarming’’ propor-
tions, Mr Schoeman said.

In addition to the 75% rebate
on the transportation of stock,
feed loans amecunting to Ri0
per cattle unit per month to a

maximum of 250 livestock units:

will be granted to farmers by
the Departrent of Agricultural
Credit and Land Tenure.

rounding regiens such as Gor-




that the Government has. as in so many other
things, made a complete mess of and has
hotched the whole affair because of a para-
lysis on the part of that hon. Minister.

1 hope the hon. the Minister i3 not going to
eply with one of his tvpical speeches. I must
say that the hon. the Minister has a most
likeable personality. Everybody likes him. He
is an outgoing and friendly Minister of
Agriculture. He teils funny stories and we all
Jaugh, and the result of that is that he gets
away with it. However. this time I must ask
him te be sericus. Both the farmer and the
consumer are fosing while he sits o indeci-
sion, doing nothing worthwhile.

*The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:

speech by the hon. member for Orange Grove
and then I should like to deal with the
speeches by the hoa. members for Mooirivier
and Wynberg who also teck part in this
debate vesterday. I want to remain caim. [
promise hon, members that I shall not
become angry and that 1 shall reply to all the
matters raised.

Firstly 1 want to say that the hon. member
for Orange Grove is forgetting one thing. We
are battling with an inflation rate of 14% plus.
The hon. member for Yeoville said that [ was
misleading the public. However, the argu-
ment I want to advance is that the South
African farmer, using an imported tractor,
imported implements and imported fuel, is
producing more cheaply than farmers in the
rest of the world, while our consumer price
index is lower than that in the rest of the
world, precisely because we have a system of
control. The hon, member for Wynberg asked
me what products in South Africa were not
subject to control and I told him that 24,2% of
the products were not controlted. However,
the farmer's share of that cake is 35%.
Because the rest is not controlled, it has
passed into the hands of the middleman and
the distributor. However, where we imple-
ment control, the gap is far narrower, This is
one of the reasons why we in South Africa
have cheap food. The hen. member put a
number of questions to me.

THe said that the farmer was getting less
while the consumer was paying more and
asked in respect of which product the far-

Can he menticn me one?
Mr R. . LORIMER: Yes, meat.

The MINISTER: The net profit of the
farmer has gone up. The farmers all o

‘ control over the floor price. It is incresgs 2

annually.

Mr. R. 1. LORIMER: You know tha
flocr price does not aflfzct the meat price.

The MINISTER: The problem is that
hon. meimber does not know that there is ga
one commodity in respect of which g
farmer’s slice of the cake has become smat

Mr. Speaker, I shall begin by replying to the | ler. However, why is the consumer payiy

¢ more?

*The processing costs of the raw produs
already amount to 595 of the total es

in a jiffy, because heavy expenses have tot
incurred with regard to cooling, transport,
cuting up of the carcasses, safaries o

the end product has already been incufred
before it appears on the housewife’s bk
The costs are steadily increasing, If the o#
of electricity, ete., increases, the general (0%
increase as weil. But South Africa is befw
than the rest of the world and 1 keep sayej
that. However hon. members of the Opp
tion do not want to hear it. The hon. memb#
says: ‘‘This problem was created becae
of control.”” . :

control?

.‘ control, T am against inefficiency.

The MINISTER: The hon, member says
is not against control. T am for free cntefPrs
all the way. But as soon as business is hamr
over to free enterprise, the price gap pecome
greater and greater in certain instances. &

With reference to alleged corruption #
Meat Board, South Africa’s Meat Bﬂfif‘””;c
nothing to do with South West Africd &

tragedies happencd in South West Africd "

- ‘—‘—“‘N E
mer’s slice of the cake was getting SMially,

Surcly one cannot expect that that cxpensre 3
! abattoir that we have to build can be paid ¢&

blockmen and clectricity. 50% of the cospd ;

1 i ik
+Does the hen, member wani us to-abod¥

| Mr. R J. LORIMER: | am not agd®

vy UL

R

B

no:
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s .
¢as soon as [ can get finished I want to

sach the hon. the Minister of Finance in
o w0 the request for food subsidies. As
S;f, as the Government comes forward with

. subsidy [ become very afraid when T |
msider how it is o be applied and how it is

wurg to reach the consumer. What happened
£ south West Africa? The Administrator
Semer] eranted R12 per head of cattle. Right
e the autset 1 said that there was going to

ety

guently. one  tragedy after another
«d. This has nothing to do with South
wz The hon. member read about a meat
sandal in the Sunday Tribune. It is always a
‘woat scandal”’, I cannot say that everything
&t industry was as it sheuld be at the time.
sz what T have to ascertain for myself is

mess. What happened there had nothing to
L owith us. The gossip began when the
srmers of Soath Africa said that they wanted
v enter the controlled market. The permit s
canted and the gueta holder is the agent. The
#brday [ spelt 1t out to hon. members. That*
gzet who is 2 busimessman—and there is &
BI 000 million turnover in the meat indus-
;y—-has access to the market, but 1 as a
‘wner cannot enter the market. Now the
Emer goes 1w the auction, to the auctions
stxh are not under coatrol, and there the
jgat purchases that farmer's catile, but
izause he has the permit, he has access to
% market. He makes his commission at the

e

#xyon and he also makes commission on the
2xrolled market. Give us a 100% permit
intem. To whom ant I to listen? The hon.
C=mber also said: ©“The farmer wiil be
spardized.”" If he gets letters, why do I not
®letiers as well? Why do no letters get
¥len 1w me? The hon. member quotes a
¥2r in which the writer says: ““All is not
*}:l’u} the Meat Board,”” and then he refers
g:ﬂfit:lssentmai. I admit that the eight produ-
= members of the Meat Board are for the

: ‘Msl part members of Vieissentraal. Is the
© ¥ member against that? '

MLR. I LORIMER: Yes.

» The MINISTER: When we introduce the
e 9perative Act this year, I want to see what
N member’s standpoint is going to be.

uble. How would that R12 be adminis- .
o that it would benefir the right people?

The hon. the Leader of the Opposition must
bear one thing in mind. A farmer in his
senses couvld never even consider voting for
that party. They woukl rather exterminate
them: they would take them apart, That hon
member 15 opposed to co-operatives. How-
ever, whar is my standpoint? If my farmers
el! me that they want to unite in a strong
co-operative organization . . .

*Is the hon. member against having the
producers in the majority in the Meat Board?
I3 he for it or against it?

AMr ROJLORIMER: T am quite for having
the praducers in a majority.

The MINISTER: The producers being ina

¢ majority?
s 5zther there are problems here.as.well. And .
t zent out of my way to do so throughout the |

Mr. R J. LORIMER: Yes.
The MINISTER: You ure for it?
Mr. R. J. LORIMER: Yes.

*The MINISTER: Now those farmers
come together and organize themscives into a
co-operative,

Mr. R. J. LORIMER: The hon. the Minis-
ter knows that Vleissentraal does not repre-
sent the farmers.

*The MINISTER: Now the hon. member is
condemning Vleissentraal. The Meat Board is
wrong, the control board system is wrong and
Vleisseniraal is wrong. I wonder whether he
is satisficd with his own church. Mr. Speaker,
I do not want to be angry. South Africa’s
abatoirs were built according to EEC stan-
dards. The hon. member requested a com-
mission of inquiry to investigate the circum-
stances surrounding City Deep. We appointed
Mr. Prins, the magisirate of Pretoria—a
judicial commission of inquiry. To do what?
To do what? To cost.us a lot of money and
cause unrest in this industry. The hon.
member for Orange Grove testified and the
questidn was put to him: **“Why did you make
these allegations?’ amd he replied: ‘‘For
political gain.”” That is in black and white in
the minutes. : :

Mr. R, I. LORIMER: That is not true.
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‘These hoards, consisting
of the local commissioner
and representatives of
farmers, are empowered
to limit the number of
black families living on
white farms in the
magisterial districts in
which they operate.

The Press reports say
that these boards will help
_A eliminate exploitation of
4 black workers where the
*labour-tenant system’ per-
slsts. Under this system a
black family, often lving
on a 'labour {arm’, is ex-
pected to provide labour
for the farm owuer on a
six-monthly basis, usually
for a nominal wage, in
return for the right to
graze cattle and cultivate
land.

=

Abused

That the labour-tenant
system persists and is
often abused there i little
doubt. However, we very
much doubt if the proposed
creation of more labour

¢ control boards will do -

i anything to alteviate the lot
of the farm workers con-
cerned, Qur experience

i suggests that it will make
it worse.

In Weenen, one area in
which such a board

. operates, its activities
tiuwve caused misery and

. upheaval 1o many black
families. In some cases

! farmers have had to give

.., notice to [amilies they--
. woild have been happy o

7 keep on their farms. In

“Others, families now
regarded as ‘superfluous’

4 . are being forced to leave
- their homes no matter how

long they have lived there
or how loyal the service

. they have given.

o I1s it fine?

i "1I‘he Chief Bantu Com-
missioner: Is reported to
have éaid that people
removed from farms by
labeur control hoards can
apply for accommodation
in KwaZulu or on trust

; land. This sounds fine, but

is 1t? People being forced

to move by Weenen's con-
trol board invariably own
cattle.

These are their one sub-

. stantial asset, their one in-
surance against a rainy
day. Experience shows
that it is almost impossible

. for them to find a place to

g0 to where they can take

those cattle with them.

W Those parts of KwaZulu

i

recently to investigate, among other things,
from their homes in Natal. We have therefore rea
that the Drakensberg Administration Board is pres
labour control boards in all the rural areas of Natal

despair of
orkers forc
ff farms:zyz/#

A) has been formed
1 of African families
d with concern Press reports
sing for the establishment of

tiation for Rural Advancement (AFR
the remova

adjoining Weenen are gros-
sly over-grazed, and some
black families which have
tnoved there from farms in
the Weenen area are now
engaged in a bitter conflict
with their while
neighbours because theit
catile keep straying back
to where they have come
from.

Threatened

As for accommodation
on trust land, we know of
no such land which offers
accommodation for the
stock of ejected farm
workers, certainly not
Nondweni, to which people
from Weenen are being
told to go. There they are
condemned to become
migrant workers, if indeed
they can find any way of
making a living at all.

Faced with the activities
of the Weenen controi
hoard many threatened
black families have sunk
into despair. Unable to find
apywhete o move- their
stock and unable to face

- the prospect of life without

them, they sit and wait,
hoping for a miracle. The
miracle doesn’t happen.
Instead, an official arrives .
and orders them to appear
in court, a prosecution en-
sues, a sentence is im-
posed, and when the fine
has somehow been raised,
or the prison sentence
served, there is still
nowhere to go with the cat-
tle. o
Pricrity

Where else in the worl
doyou give people notice t.

leave their homes and ther, -

make it all but impossible
_for them to take their most
important assets with
them? ) '

We suggest that, if there
are to be labour control
boards, the first charge on
them should be to find
alternative and similar a¢-
comtnodation fof the fami-
ly and possessions of any
farm worker they deem to
be superfluous.

As for the Drakensberg
Administration Board, it
surely‘should insist on this
— for is not its first charge
to protect the interests of
the black people who fall
within its jurisdiction?

P M BROWN
Chairman,
Association for Rural Ad- !
vancement
P O Box 2517
Pletermaritzburg,

ed
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) "i §ou Mercury Reporter
THE water supply ii’ somie areas of Natal is so loW

because of tle drought that water is being catried in -

tankers and. watex; restrictions are being implernented.

; The: Greytown drea’ is the worst hit with sprmgs drying
, up and.dams and rivers at their lowest fol years.

Thes, tanmng extrget factory. at Hermansburg is-

Water: restrlctmns wn]l hegm in Greytown this week

A spok¢sman for Cedara Agricultural College ‘and -
Research’ Station said’ there ‘was g water shortage in
many pagts.of the provmc and CTops were bemg badly

' affected..
‘Most hlack lahourers on' the farms in the Greytown

. area did not even bother to. tr)"ato p]ant Tiaize becduse we ’
. have'had a drought the whole season; This' wmter they wal]

MM’ T 500

reel under droug t

v

BGJ

The veld and crops in the areas, of Kranskup, Rietvlei -

and Muden are in poor condition because the water supply
is virtuaily ‘non-existent’, s

The spokesman said about 250mm of rain would be
needed for the domestlc water supply in Greytuwn to get
back to normal.

Middelrus, Hewnck Rosetta and Mooi Rwer are all»'-

The Natal Mercury

Farmiers in the Kamburg and Nottmgham Road areas .

are hattling to find sufficient feed for their stock. There

* are also poor maize crops in these areas.
~ Black subsistence farmers at Tugela Ferry, Loskop and_

Weenen have been forced to buy staple foods frnm tradmg

‘stures. .
Although some rain has fallen and relleved KwaZulu,
J'_parts are still dry

: _.:.A.;tl'_’sxsortmg water -in ;ankers to keep up productmn

e e ey ooy Y PRI

defimtely be in very bad straits, he sald_u R

very dry
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poisoping by poisons used for agricyl-
tural purposes curing the last 12
matths for which figures are avail-
able;
{2) in respect of what dates are these
figures given?';_ : )

The MINISTER OF HEAL TH:

1) (@ 103,
| (o) 72. i
A -‘J 2y 1 Jaouary um%l.si DCL_einEer Igj?;_
THURSDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 1980 e
—_— _

+

-
tIndicateg translated \i'eréjon;a---fg .

For swritron reply:

Persgng Poisanted hy poisons ysed for ;

agricyltyral Urposes
r,?{,‘a?m) i ""y HE- D 2o \
8.°Mr. N, B. woop asked the Minister op
Hzalth: ’ -

(I) How Many persons (g) died and )]
were admitted 1o hospital a5 5 result of

g




Naselia ¢richotoma

327. MYBDRGH asked the

inistet of Agﬂculture.
o arca of

he appromma.;
R,pu blc uuySw

(2} What was s
the
ma at the

1and in
naseila trichoto
{b) what amout unt was
Dcpartmems ip 19791
spread of this W&t

hectares were cleared during that |
yeat?

0

=}
<
]
—
o
-1
=

Lf(’l (an MmisTg Z\( GRlCUL n,ma \\‘.

(2} 66 196 ha. ’r"mw
discove ered since 7&'

)] R306 451. %(4‘

250 ha. Reinfes‘ation of this ared

e seed of maseia

rematn dormant for @
20 yeaTs.
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CASH KIHND

. 1 - H ¢ 1
Origin of team . Number of Dagsmanne mzmm%m - Sheep shorn Payment: Shearers 'Dagsmanne | Shearers Dagsmarnne

Shearers ‘on farm' per week ; _ t
H _ m ’ - ' .
Beaufort West 4 % o 3-4 5 _ 1 000 muon a sheep R2 a day T a sheep a week at R3.
. : | “ m _ :
| Aberdeen 7-8 ! 0 { 1 1 1000 *10c a sheep - i 0
Victoria West 12 3 4 | 2000 |15¢ (to agent) 75c-R1,25 Provided by agent ...
! | aday
i : i (to agent)
i i . : : )
Rietbron 12 ” 9 2% « 2000 Lon a sheep R2 a day '1 sheep per 1 000 shared
. » m . - ¢

|
|
|
|
|

Richre ; n oo mon . o peae o .n-r - by agent ...
\ 7 = o Rea S S a8 : ‘.41
.m, mgmumsma“mm - mmmmmmm nmm. =R
m © oEHYSE gg L‘.mwmmmw 52 1 a week at
i .m.nna.mamp w. m.mrnm.&?ﬂ
X =3 e .8 Wu . o e S ER® m-wo
: Eow g2 ¢ 8 ER-- A
= .ﬁ.mﬂmﬂtmm._ .,.m,m.w m MM.nm,Y,
. S8=F83 . E_ & B 23 s 1
3 _vmhm"adn.m.m“ 2mb P mmmmmwm 3 per 1 000
g+ = = s =
Aberdec. o - - - WS RHRS 'Y per 1000
R3,>U L .
. a day 1 -
‘Aberdeen (1) 7 2 25 1 000 15¢c a sheep R3 aday {1 per 1000 shared
i : ' i
lerweville 6 2 2 16J0 8c a sheep R1,50 a dayl per 1 000 shared
e ‘(going to 10¢) -—
Beaufort Vest 6 2 1-1% 1 000 11c a sheep R2,50 - 1 per 1 000{% per 1 000
. : . , H .._.W.wqu a Qm.uw
Aberdeen 12 =15 .., 4 6 2 000 _Hmn a sheep R2,50 - Ll per 1 000{% per 1 000
, | o , “ R3,50 a day ‘
Beaufort West | 6 3. 2 900 i10c a sheep . R2 - R2,50 [l per 1 000| shared -
: { {going to 15¢) a day
: | @
? 8 4 2 - 1000 ;15¢c a sheep R1,50 - L per 1 000;% per week
. ) . : R4 a day

(9
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border farmers told 2\l
| id i1
nore rumours 3=

5.
to 1g
By JAC VAN WYK

KOMGA — The Minister
of Co-operation and
Development, Dr Piet
Koornhof, at the weekend
told farmers in the “white

corridor’ not to heed
rumaours on the future of

. the region but to keep at
their agricultural efforts.

Opening the Komga
Agricultural Show, Dr
Koornhof said he had
come to give the farmers
of the area confidence in
the future. He asked
farmers not to grow
pessimistic over rumours
they heard as they would
find that 90 per cent of
these were unfounded.

Although he would not
enlarge on government
plans for the corridor as
the “‘matter is very
delicate”, Dr Koornhof
said the role of the
farmers #s frontiersmen
in the future would be
great.

He said the government
was in the process of
negotiating with a
neighbouring black state

and good progress was he-

ing made. With consolida-
tion it would be necessary
to move both black and
white people but these
resettlements would be
carried out with great
care.

Agricultural needs and
potentials wouid also be

. considered when this oc-

curred.

Introducing Dr
Koornhof at the show, the
president of the Komga

Agricultural Society, Mr

D. 1. Lloyd, said farmers

- wanted to know what was

in store for them.

“We are not interested
in commissions in the area
-~ we want this corvidor to
stay white.” The crowd
applauded loudly in sup-
port of his stand.

Dr Koornhof said an an-
nouncement would be
made , soan after
negotiations with the
black state had been com-
pleted. .

- The role of the farmers
as frontiersmen was vital-
ly important. Many of
them were descendants of
the 1820 Settlers and the
border farmers who had
tamed the area. The
characteristics of those
pioneers persever-
ance, a trust in
the future and their abili-
ty to live with their black
neighbours — not only liv-
ed forth in their descen-
dants but had influenced
the whole area and those

yy

who arrived afterwards.

“Those characteristics |
are just as important to-
day as they were centuries
ago because we live in a
period of total onsiaught
against our country,” he
said.

“Living and working on

the border of an indepen-
dent state places on the in-
dividual and the communi-
ty a far greater respon-
sibility than is the case
where mere
netghbourship among
compatriots is involved.
The relationship between
independent states at
overnment level is to a
arge extent determined
by the relationships which
exist on the bhorders
between subjects of the
relevant states.

Personally, I have no
doubt the basic attitude of
goodwil! is present in the
community of Komga.
Proof of this is that since
the Republic of Transkei
became independent in
1978, no major incidents
have occurred.”

Turning to the
agricuitural potential of
the region, Dr Koornhof
said food had become a
major source of concern
to demographers.

Black states were on the
threshold of a *‘green
revolution”, he said. The
Ciskei had shown
progressive development
with its Tyefu and
Keiskammahoek irriga-

tion projects.

Picture, page 2.
Editorial opinien, page 6.




. | ops’ y1e1ded R
* néarly R200m niore
prevmuS‘ year.

. Horticult_ura_l pr'oducts-;‘ ifi-.
" creased from R614m fto
N :_R696}n, export payments for
- citrugrose R4m to R83m and
'demduous fruit. farmers’

" gross earnings. - climbed by |

- R9am. The price of oranges
on, gthe loeal ‘market was
ahout 4 percent hlgher than
; th prevmus year. .
prices-were about 9’ per-
fthigher withearnings to-




& Frikkie van Deventer: “"The government must get the young men bﬂ(?k to the
farms to act as a line of defence against invaders. Unless they do, we'll be the
next to go — as surely as Mozambique and Angola went before us,

MARSHALL
WILSON

THE Government was this week\ac-
cused of turning a 250km long

- streteh of prime ranchland, reaching

from Messina in the north te Zeerust
in the south and bordering on both
Zimbabwe and Botswana, Inte an
expendable no-man’s land which
could be forfeited in the event of
hostilities against the South Africa.
The aceusation comes fréni the Mem-

ber of the Provincial Council for Von

Brandis, Robin Carlisle, who called on
Minister of Agriculture Hendrik Schoe-
man to explain the blundering which had
allowed the designated remote areas of
the Transvaal to become so badly depopu-
la'tl';d'an extensive tour of the area which
represents the country's finest red meat
ranches, the Sunday Expreas found: }
® The Trafsvaal Agricultural Union esti-
mates that more than 1000 farms be-
tween Zeeruét in the south and Messina

in the north are unoccupied.
"~ Hi® The union estimates there
are at least a further 1000
“part-time” farmers in the
{province who tend more than
one farm and therefore can
{ouly occupy one farm at,any
ie

alarming threat to border secu-
rity *since "Himdreds of game
farms and retreats — in size

Absentee ‘landlords “posean_

inister of Agriculture, Hendri

Schoeman. "He must

telt us why the Government has changed its mind about
helping us,” say the border farmers.

aﬁything up to 3000ha — are

being managed by Black fore-
men while the owners live else-
where and only use the farm
for occasional hunting excur-
sions.

ooo
@ Widespread disenchantment
‘among farmers who feel that
this week’s raif, road and air
transport increases will finally
drive them fram the land. It
already costs them more than
farmers in areas closer to ma-
jor centres to get their live-
stock to market, and they say
the added burden will ¢ripple
them, .
@ Dismay in areas such as
Messina, Thabazimbi and Ellis-
ras that the vital infrastructure
is crumbling with the loss of
population density due to farm-
ers heing forced off the land.

" Hundreds of orphans from the

Reef have already been settled
into schools in areas such as
-Roedtan, near Potgietersrus,
and in the Messina, Swartrug-
gens district in a bid to keep
“schools operdting.. -

® A growing resentment at the
Government's decision fipt to

implement the Promotion of

the Density of Population in
Designated Areas Act 87 of
1979, passed by Parliament last
year. The Act would have pro-
vided financial backing to hun-
dreds of farmers in the desig-
nated remote areas, but was
not invoked, .

Mr Carlisle said yesterday:
“The absentee landlord situa-
tion and the massive depopula-
tion of the remote areas is a
result, not a cause. The Gov-

ernment has chesen fo ignore

the situation there - buf it
does so at its peril. R

“The border farmer is tradi-

tionally the first line of de-
fence, and to ignore his plight
and so force him off the land
because it is not economically
viable to stay there is lunacy.
“The way I see it' by not
implementing the Promotion of
the Density of Population in
Designated Areas Act of 1879
the Government has traded off
the strategic areas of the
Transvaal against allpther con-

.Siderations, whatgver they may

B&. I think Mr Scheeman should
tell 4s what they may be.

" “If we want to maintain the
stability necessary for any or-

border area farmers. . oo - )
... Spéakiiig. from- Cape Town;. the Minister
| sounded. genuinely alarmed when told of the

‘|..sald when I read 'to him mi

| the last session was not. invoked becat
1. financial * consideratiops — b l
| was still Yaw-and  could bé implemented at any

| pied-on;-the' borders between .Rhodesia - and
Botswana;, the:Minister replied: Magtig!- Yés
| I suppose ‘in_view" of ‘recent opments’
4 Rhodesi4 we ' should*
sitvation.” -~ ”. .

" press claimg and. take appropriate action,

time if the situation warranted'it,

AGRICULTURE - Minister- Hendrik Schoeman

has agreed-to implement “immediately if neces-
sary’’" the Promotjon of the Density of Popnla-
tion in Designated Areas Act which will cost the
Government an estimated R32-million to assist

A

Sunday Express investigation which showed .

more than 1000 _fajr_-m_s,'undccgpiqd in' the 250km <

long ranching area: from Mesgina:-to Zeétust,
T won't disagree. with™ '

cad ' ¢ indings after a
week-long investigation-in-the-area. - .
He:said the Act.passed inParliament during -
[ iS6.-of
biit -assufed me it

Told:that more that 1. 000 farms were unoee

_-He promised to _iﬁ\;estigéte'i ‘the -Sunday Ex-»
At the time the Density Act was passed, Mr

“The White depopulation of “certain rural

areas has given rise {o coricern-for a number of
years. nowand ‘it. has; reached the stage where.
measures to fight this can no longer be delayed.

“'For reasohs known to honourable members

:it'is necessary for a strong farming. community
J:.to remain in the outlying rural -areas,” he told
‘Parliament, - S -

Mr Schoemin said while the Bill did not deal

dirgetly with terrorism, “*that phenomenon of -
_necessity bgtorﬁg’s;involggqjjn this case. That is -
| why all the pa'r,ties_ are supporting this Bili",

He said-an'earlier speaket had debated the

~fact: “that a terrorist could walk unhindered
from the; Limpopo -.inta ‘Pletershurg without -

[

havin
proper supervision.. -. - .. s
“Therefore I am pleased that the'Qpposition

"~ are showing their patriotisin by supporting this!

Bill,”- he told Parliament, .

ety

‘no uncertain terms the need for the ‘urgent
implication of the Act-in
‘‘emergency areas’’. .

Said Mr Theunissen:. “Actually, the emergen-

g to cross one farm over which there is! -

And in a back-ip motion the National Party
" MP for Marico, Mr L. M Theunigsen, spelt-out in

what he - termed . -

-ey there developed .as a result of two causés. In:

the’ first place: it developed. as-a result of: the
continual.didughts which have prevailed there
“for many years.. Owing to: the oppressive

- drought.conditions many farmers in thoge areas ..

are no ioriger-able to:farm there.. > '~

ey g5

.

“But it is also an emergency-aréa owing to ..

~-the _onslaught;beingzlgunched od our country -

from the bordering aréss, fron which a5 we.all-

hat is why. it is. essential that those areas:
should also;be pepuldted more dengélys -~ -

now, terrérists’ are. infiltrating::our - country.

“Mr Theunissen said also that the Act would' .,

impose ‘certain restrictions . ofi’ farmers. who.

-were: atthe_same time professional people

. «for instance attorneys ‘and doectprs — who-hag

2 the-D ; __-invested meney in agriculture. :
Schoeman camé out strongly in-faveur of it, In- ™
‘the second reading debate‘hé said: - '

“It as well that they should. take cognisance -
of the fact that we are grateful for the-invest-.
‘ments-they have made in those dreas over the.
years. However . . . they must also understand
why measures are in fact being taken by whick
they will also perhaps be restricted to an extent.
However, it will be to their advantage. In
addition it is also’. . . in the pational interest
that the legislation under discussion should in
fact bé-pagséd.” :

In reply Gerrie de Jong, then the' New
Republic Party spokesman on agriculture, urged
the Minister of Agriculture to properly define
the word “oceupy” — to prevent wealthy busi-
nessmen living n cities to buy farms ang place

“some youngster or some old man in charge
there’', .- )

COMTINUED « + ~
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STRIP THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS [GNORING

ecC [:;_“"Koeks" Terblanche, chairman of the Soutpansberg
»Agricultural Union. “it is easier to control the terrorist
_ - threat if White farmers stay on the land.”

_derly change to a more equita-
.ble system, as the National
¢Party_elaims, is criminal folly
tto allow the infrastructure in
Ythese rural areas to collapse as
‘they have done.”

£ Thisyweek I spoke to Mr CE
i 'Koeks!” Terblanche, chairman
iof theSoutpansberg Agricultur-
tal Union which represents
=about ;600 farmers in the Mes-
tsina area.

£ vt

%3

g DOoo

“We have learnf from Rhe-
desia that it is easier to conirol
the terrorist threat if the White
farmer stays en the land. As
soon as he moves off it the
zterrorists move through, and
ithe situation rapidly develops
finto chaos. Because of that we
“feel the Government should al-
ster the norm to get farmers
settled into these areas which
are so sparsely populated,” Mr

“Terblanche told me in Messina.

He estimated that in the
.Messina-Soutpansberg area up
“to 45% of the farms were unoec-
‘cupied.

“That brings us to another
‘problem - the absentee land-
dord,” Mr Terblanche said.
“#Because of the richness of the
grazing up here and the avail-
ahility of game, rich profes-
sional men from the Free State
and- beyond have invested in
land. They either use it as a
private game reserve or as a
place fo retire to.

“Inthe long term, however,

'_ it’s not good for the country as

a whole because with no resi-
dent Whites, only a Black farm-
hand to rim the place; it's not
conducive to good security.”

SA Agricultural Unien presi-
dent Jaap Wilkens agreed that
border areas were rapidly los-
ing farmers. He said urgent
talks would be held with the
Minister of Agriculture in a hid

to prompt a review of the situa-

tion.

Yet while he accepted the
Government had shelved the
proposed Act 87 of 1979 for
financial reasons, it was per-
haps a premature decision in
view of recent events in Rhode-
sia. An investment to keep

White farmers on the land was . :

undoubtedly in the national in-
terest.

Transvaal Agricultural Union
secretary Flip du Plooy said
talks at ministerial level had
already taken place to draw the
Government’s attention to the
rapidly deteriorating situation
in the border areas.

The TAU’s estimate of 1 000
deserted farms from Zeerust to
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® This map shows the areas of the Transvaal bordering Rhodesia and Botswana, which could soon become a '_’no—
man’'s land”. Farmers in the area produce most of South Africa’s red meat, but now that the Govarp‘men_t has decided
not to implement an Act passed last year to give them financial help. they say it is not worth their while to stay on,

Messina was not an exaggera, =
tion — it may well be far more
— and the union’s viewpoint
was that money invested in re-| ¥ |
turning farmers to the land was ‘
an integral part of South Afri-

ca’'s overall defence strategy.

‘There are about
farms
nobody on
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BY ALISON GILLWALD
FARMERS in the Magaliesherg

' area are outraged at a sugges-

tion that parts of the mountain
range be ‘“‘bought up’’ by the
Government to protect it from
devastation by the public.
Professor Revil Mason, -of

. the ‘archaeology department of

the University of the Wit-
watersrand, ‘has called for. the
urgent nationalisation of ‘‘cer-
tain parts” of the Magaliesberg
imtil scientific research work
there is completed.

He was speaking at a semi-

" mar which focused on - environ-

mental threats to the Magalies-

berg and ways of combating.

them. The seminar was held at
the Rand Afrikaans University.
Mr Hugh Roberts, represent-
-ing local farmers at the semi-
nar, said they were furious.at
Prof Mason's suggestion, .
“We've already -given up

" .piéces of land for homelands,

for mineral surveys and for

we have to give up more areas
off which many of us live,” he
said. - . -
Farmers were Hmiting pub-
lic access to the Magaliesberg,

fighting veld fires, and general-
_ ly caring for the'area — all this
at no cost to the Government, .

he said.

. Prof Mason made his call -fo-

protect: ‘one of the world’s
most outstanding collectipns of
prehistoric” art and architec-
fure”.

" Most speakers said they felt”

man was the worst threat {o
the Magaliesherg.

Mr Paul Fatti, chairman of
the Magaliesberg Protection

Association, said- the easy
access to the mountain range
was a danger in itself. =

Legislation passed during
1977 ptevented any industrial or
recreational development as
‘counter to the spirit of the

© area”,

But the many visitors to the
range were still causing large-
seale devastation, he said.

Another speaker, Mr Johan
Billman, said a major threat to
the area would be the planned

- highway' routes which would

cut through the range.

Other ddngers were from the
tindigcreet’’ establishment of
electricity pylons, radio masts
and water pipes in various
parts of the Magaliesberg.

- Dr John Ledger, of the
Endangered Wild Life Trust,
said the Cape vulture, indig-:
enous to the Magaliesberg, had |
become an endangered species
hecause of drastic changes to
the envifonment and serious in-

. vasion of its breeding areas.
highways, and now we are told

Hundreds of wvulture chicks

_died each season from a short-

age-of calcium in their diet, Dr
Ledger ‘said. .
The old {ype of electricity

.-pylon also posed a major threat
_to the vulture population.

Dr Ledger praised ESCOM
for the time they had put into
fitting perches on pylons to pre-
vent this. .

He put the main blame on
people frightening them away
by trying to -get at their nests,
“or just,unséttling their breed-

“ing pattern by béing around

constantly”.

Other; :5peakers were Mr
Kevin Gill, Mr James Watson
and Mr James Clarke.




Tlmbermech

) shows from which the As-

‘-are’‘the Maize Harvest

Days.in the Eastern Free
c-State and Northern Trans-
vaal and Pomech.in the
Western Cape.

Mr W.F.. Rautenbach .

~‘chairman of the Associ-
ation, says'that these an-
'nual
" exercises to the . Associ-
.“ation‘s members. In addi-
tionm,

rent inflationary and en-
" ergy environment. .

Significance '
+ The Association’s an-
“nouncement has special

Harvest . Day,” which . is
scheduled for the end of

fect participation by trac:
2tor manufacturers;- _on_l'y_

Among other annual

. Days:-of .Samso and .
"Sampi,the Wheat Harvest

‘'shows are costly-

-they are.
mhpproprlate in the eur-

significance: for the Sampi-

-.. 'The South. Afﬂcan Tractor, Manufacturers ‘Asso-
iation has announced that it-will not take part in
. any.major agricultural events this year. These in-

clude two Natal events - Sugarmech and

sociation will withdraw
-days of all spec:ahst agri-

- been ' suspended,following

April- at Bothaville in the -

 Free State. Instead of di-: - ointment -for his Associ-

.. atton and particularly for
.. 'the' Sugar Journal,

local r;gtail _dealers are

likely to take part.
Harvest - mechanisation

cultural associations have

the Association‘s decision.

Mr Rautenbach said
that some manufacturers -
have calculated their costs
at ‘between R20000 and
R30600 an event.

Central venue

The Association has ad-
vocated the establishrnent
of one nmnational
mechanisation day from
1981 onwards to be held at
a central venue under the
auspices of the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Tech-
nical Services.

A spokesman -for the
South African Stgar; Asso-
ciation in Durbah said: that
the Satma annotficement
had been a bit of a disap-
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBL-
bilt extendmg assistanc
Indian far_mmg commu
taken through all xts-

© ‘Sargl fayward, said ttfe legis-

-~ Lati ii-dlso provided fof the en-
largement of the Agrxcultural
Credjt Board from nine o a
mammum of 12-members. ’

" This iwould ‘allow - for- the ap-
pomtment of experts whi-canild
a551st m the con51derat10n of

ce:ved from Indian farmers.
: “Each aplecatmn W|11 be

accordance with Po]
Lormulated in conJu
fhe hoard and
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" FEARS of wide-spread starvation in KwaZulu f

ey

LS

Mercury Correspondent

or the

coming winter have again heen expressed as the drought

in Natal tightens its grip.

&) Reports from Zululand indicaie that the harvest for
bl

ack farmers has been very poor this season.

An Eshowe sugar cane grower, Mr Leif Dahl, who is
closely associated with the Africa Co-operative Action
Trust, said yesterday the drought was ‘very serious’.

He said late pliantings bad wilted and died and only
those farmers who had followed the advice of Acat had

Mr Dah! said streams
position was worse than i
He said cane farmers

some growers in the

yields cut by, 50 percent.

A spokesman for th
sociation said in Du

board would be meeting later
cane estimate for the coming s
is expected to be well below p

ik

had virtually drie
n winter,
also had been badly hit with
Ntumeni district having their

d up and the'

e South African Cane Growers' As-
rban yesterday that the association’s
this week to discuss the
eason. The sugar harvest .
revious estimates.

A spokesman for the Natal Parks Board said yester-
reaped crops. ,day that grazing in game reserves had improved.
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homelands.

The seeds of the revolu-
tion were sown last year
when an organisation call-
ing ‘itself the Africa Co-
operative Action Trust
“(Acat) first became active

{1 ‘in Zululand and sét about

teaching black peasant
farmers not only to feed
themselves but to produce
a surplus of food to feed
others.

Acat’s purpose is to
priomote peace and
prosperity in Africa
through a process of rural
development based on food
production coupled with
Christian teachings. It was

group of 12 professional
and business men who are
all committed Christians
and have set about their
task with missionary zeal,
. The organisation has es-
tablished its headquarters
in Pietermaritzburg and is
already actively promoting
rural development in
several areas of KwaZulu,
The aim of Aeat is to train
rural farmers to increase
their food production and
to develop other local ser-
"vices such as water sup-
‘plies, home improverment,
arts and crafts,. literacy
and other pregrammnes,

Savings

The cutting edge .of

o
¥ !

1 :
Targets

The object is to save for
Some  specific objective:

.Gither the planting of z

‘crop such as maize or

- beans, fr a community
- development - project.

Members can then collec-
tively or individually buy
all the materials needed,
Purchases are c¢o-
ordinated by the club to

‘take advantage of quantity
discofints, K

simplify distribution and to g

A trained demonstrator *
assists the club throughout
the growing season with all

ting and storage or
ing. In the case of .

echnica

{
aspects of production from |
Soil' ‘preparation to
~harvestin
-market

Acat’s programme is the

I formation of savings clubs

among’ pedasant com-
{ munities. The concept was
+ first introduced some
. years age in Rhodesia
" where it was tremendously

by terrorist activities.
Acat gives no morey and
takes no.money from the
people it serves. What' it
aims to. do is to mobilise

money, know-how and -ef-
fort that would otherwise
} be dissipated unproduc-
tively, '

The organisation
believes that when people
put their own money in the
ground in the form of im-
proved cultivation techni-
ques, fertiliser and seed,
they are far more likely to
look after it than if these
are supplied free.

Acat field officers work

within the community and .

encourage its members to
form savings clubs, What
money they have available
is saved by buying savings
stamps and certificates.
Each club isTur by a com-
mitiee. elected by
members.

vE

founded last year by a.

Pra———

-1 --successful until disrupted .

existihg resources of land, -

¢ “(agricultural

: -'-;fZiilu‘laﬁd‘_.'
I——.. . LIPS I

AN- AGRARIAN revolution has begun in
Zululand and is likely to have far reaching con-
sequences not only for Natal but for the whole
of South Africa’s impoverished black

In one community near
Pietermaritzburg villagers
had to walk long distancés
to fetch water. The com-
munity appeaied to Acat
for help. The problem was
investigated and a water

reticulation scheme
designed.
Own money

The cost of the scheme
ran into thousands of rands
but so desperate was their
plight that the community
agreed to contribute their
own money and raised the

~ cash for a pump, piping

and storage tanks. Under
the guidance of Acat the

project was built and the -

community shown how to

' administer the scherne.

The village now has a
water supply.

Acat’s training director,

Lo

Peter Sutton

o)

\agriculturalist Dr John °

Hill who emigrated to
Canada some years ago but

returned to South Africa ’

last year to dedicate his
life to the organisation,
said there are hundreds of
thousands- of hectares in
. KwaZulu on which crops
could be grown. He scoffed
at prophets of doom who
claimed that the territory
could not feed itself.

Since new techniques :
were introduced last year

the increase in yields has
been dramatic. In some

areas they have risen from -

a paltry few bags a hectare
to 40 bags or more. Results
with beans and vegetables
" have  been equally en-
couraging, ’

Response

The response to the ex-
ample "shown by Acat has
been overwhelming. In
only a few months about
3 000 people have been
shown how to improve crop
production, and requests
for help are pouring in
from South West Africa,
Transkei, Swaziland and

other black States. Acat,

however, says it will first
consolidate itself in

Agricultural
Correspondent ;5
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KwaZulu before expanding .

further. }

- Acatis dependent for its
funds on donations from
people and organisations
who support its objectives.
- The organisation’s current
budget runs at aboat
R10 000 a month and it is
hoped that this" will in-
crease to R60 000 a month
in a few years time.

Acat was founded by Mr
Von van der Linde, a farm
mechanisation- specialist,
Other trustees of the
organisation are Mr L H
Dahl (sugarcane farmer),
‘Mr K 'J Fourie

engineer),
Mr R T Mazibuko (organic

sulting economist), Mr J P
Schroeder (financial plann-

. farming specialist), Dri
- Lawrence McCrystal (con-

_ing consultant), Dr R N

Stephenson (medical doc-
- tor and farmer) and the Rt

v Rev L Zulu, Bishop of

e o s
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By 'Moegsieli Williams

- THE -South African Rail-

ways has -paid more than
RB800 000.. in 'compensation
to 24 Harmers in the

- Franschhoek valley after a

weedkiller used along a
railway  line permeated
the soi
Crops,
. The exa
to the-farmers is confiden-
tial as;'a result of an
out-of-court settlement,
but- is subgtantially less
than the R54.million ori-
‘ginally clainted,,

Farmers in.the Zush val-
ley, who dub ad the poi-
ping menace, -were faced
with finaneial ruin, . -

The weedkiller, Tandex,
was first used along the
railway line in the spring
of 1975, ‘ :

The first reports of poi-

soned plants were
received in January 1978
and all plant life .in - the
dfea- was affecfed, inclu-
ding oak and pine trees.
. 'LA PROVENCE

The most seriously af-

fected” farms were those

between the forestry and
the railway siding . in

| Fransehhoek 4nd included

the historical La Provence
estate. .~ . : ‘

Other farms affected
were those of Rhodes
Fruit farms which belong

| to the Anglo American

Corporation, 'and. La

] Motte, - which - belongs - to
the Distillers  Corporation
" of Dr-Anton-Rupert. ’

‘On June 11, 1975, the
weedkiller was sprayed on
undergrowth along the

railway line’ where it ad-

joined the farms, by

Union Weedkiller Services.

and the railways,

* It .pehetrated the - soil
and”was carried to
vineyards and fruit trees
by underground-water.

1. and killed their -

act amounf paid

for farmers

oA
‘In January 1877 {urther:
damage to plant life was~
noticed, - v 7, . L]

Only after an investiga-
tion and a report was pub-
lished in Weekend Argus
did- the farmers realise
that the railways had used '
the weedkiller again jin
Juhe 1877, :

SUPREME COURT

At a hearing, in the
Supreme Court, Cape
Town, in 1978 the farmers

said ‘the railways pep- -
mitted and actively parti- -

cipated in the further
spraying, fuily knowing

that further damage was

inevitable.’
'The railways were de.

seribed as ‘grossly neg- .

ligént and irresponsibie in

the extreme! for failing to .

tell the farmers about the
second spraying,

The man who led the
faymers in their fight for

compensation was the for-

mer Consul-General for
South Africa in Sweden,
Mr Leonard Parkielt,
whose beautiful farm, La
Chataigne, was badly con-
taminated.

FARMERS SILENT

Most farmers in the val-
ley were not prepared to
comment on the matter,

The manager of the
railways, Dr Kobus Loub-
ser, was not available for
comment, :

A spokesman at the
Johannesburg head office |
of the Railways confirmed
that there had been: ap
vut-of-court settlement with,
farmers but declined! 't "
divulge any details, £ =

® An investigation and a
report by Weekend "Argos
in 1978 and additional in-
formation passed togcthe.
farmers helped thi
substantially inc¢r
their claims and’ res
the full extent ofith

iy

damage to their farmsg.
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charges a fee of 2.8 fish pe

to be on board. With an ai R 6
of which sach Pays 2.8 an C@St 9 m \

persons will want to be on |

rent (social gain) goes to t| PRETORIA — Stock theft
. 1,€085t South African
distributed however the g 'farmers R6 500 000 an.
hually, Major Generat C.
*, Zietsman, deputy chief

would appear that the on
this and tha private-proper.| of ‘the CID, said
who gets the 14-fish gair| vesterday.

seeking personal profits, ¢!
mum soclal output. ]
easler and doesn't charges| 30uth
he lose? The loss Is impcj| problem.
whole. But who in the pulj |
an iIncentive as strong &
detect opportunism or o

potice:

duly? In contrast to the pr
authorlty suffers less loss
weaith in being less atf

ing 130 000 animais;
© Recovered

million; and
gains. And if there is uncej | o Started 8 000
tial catch on board, he w | prosecutions involving

12 000 people.

enhanced his hald on poli
his personal life easier, tf; ermpmerzyere
too few on hoard because that permits shorter
working hours for him (like closing on holidays
and earlier in the afternoons) and not operating
the boat as fully as would maximize profits. Soon
we shall see how incentives and uncertainty
about future potential preduction are critical in-
fluences on methods for coordinating and con-
trolling joint production activity.

~ But when has a government agency been sup-
Posed to maximize profits? It is usually, or al-

ple or board if that mad?

T

here

He was Speaking at a
press conference after dis-
cussions between the
However, if our gaverr: gollce and officials of the

I African
Agricultural Union on the

He said that during 1979

, @ Investigated 27 000
i fl cases of stock theft involy-

31 000
animals valued at R2

Stock theft by organised
crimtnals was in control,
but the main, and most dif-

en ek ety FALE ETE
public,” or "break even'"-—with consequences

39

O :
HEX
ficult, problem was theft
for the pot.

“By the time the farmer
discovers the loss of stock,
the evidence has already
been eaten,”” he said.

The police needed
closer co-operation with
the publjc, especially in-
formation on suspicious
people and vehieles notic-
ed around their farms.

The police would pay
rewards to informants.,

General Zietsman said
farmers could also help
the police by maintaining
farm fencing and not
employing suspicious per-
sons who might be spying
out the lie of the land.

A spokesman for the
SAAU said: “There is a
strong feeling parole is
granted tno easily to stock
thieves and that often
they are coiivicted of
stock theft shortly after
being released.” -— DDhC.

————————

boat (which } h i
o s o v ot SLOCK  thef ts.l 4
: I

209

iblic wetfare and bene-
\| & ponprofit corporation
he post office.) How is
" Interpreted? In our
umber on board? Or
e boat? Or the social
ik on board would, as
marginal products on
n shore, thereby reduc-
iziaf waste,
haximum public benefit
id widespread, because
authorities wide latituda
e of measuring perfor-
@ndated for government
access 1o the television
tic spectrum, air space
vice, highways, national
iches, airports, harbors,
d to federal forests, off-
d. Zoning commissions
nd {such as how con-
larly instructed to maxi-
But hardly any govern-
‘ed to maximize profitg:
* water, electricity, gas,
instructed to “serve the

that are now more explainabte,

Impertect Prediciability
of Performance:
Risk Bearling

For two reasons the actual productivity of any
group cannot be predicted perfectly, First, natural



| DURBAN. — Although rainiall
is expected to continue over the
weeltend, the much-needed wet
weather is still too late to stave
off the severe drought that has
{-caused the failure of the sugar
crop and killed thousands of
livestock in Natal,

Farmers — many of whom
have lost entire erops in the

worst Natal drought in 2 dec- -

ade — helieve that with winter
just around: the. corner late
rainfall -will, ido httle to allevi-
ate the sﬁuq ion.

p. one of the worst af-

‘fectedi!'areas there is only
dbout 30mm left in the main
dam.
M. Peter Sale, general man-
}ager of the South African Sugar
iAssocxatlon said in a’recent

interview that the drought was
the worst in the history of the
sugar industry.

The association has estxmat—
ed this year's crop at an all-
time low of 1 500 000 tons, com-
pared to 2 080 000 tons last
year,

Black farmers, partlcularly
in the Tugela River basin, have
been hard hit by the drought
with massive livestock losses.

Others, who rely on subsis-
tence agnculture, g}liave heen
forced “off “the“lafid. in many
case,

A spokesman for the Weather

Bureau at Louis Botha Airport

said rain was expected to con-
tinue falling over thé; weekend
in most _partg of the provmce.
He sa;d the, “wet” season.—
which , Was a non-event this
year — was almost over —
Sapa.
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Yotal
Number of Catch
Men on Board (on boan
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* Anyone fishIng from shore

slx fisti, two more than had he fis)
like any of the others. The social |
larger. But if another person jolf
boat, the pair can catch a fotal o
50, with two crew members, the ma.
on board Is 10 fish., Marginal

graphed In Figure 9-1. Since the £
forsakes the four fish he would hav
ing from shore, the social otal inci

fish with a second person, That is, with two on
board the social marginal product Is eix fish; the
social fotal is elght more than without the boat,

Who gets the eight fish?

- If the two people apportion the fish equally:
between themselves, each has four morg fish
than each shore fisherman, No ono else s af-
facted. Or the gain of eight fish could be divided
among all 1000 people so everyone could have

told 39;\*@

CATHCART « 'Th

Minister of Co-bperation -

and Development, Dr Piet

Koornhof, urged. farmers

here to continue their

farming operations :in a
normal manrer and to jig- -
nore:-rumours about areas |’

which “were either. going.
to be excluded or included
into black homelands.

Addressing a subdued
crowd of about 300 people,
mostly farmers, Dr
Koornhof emphasised
that' the Van der Walt
Commission was currently
only conducting an in-
vestigation into the ques-

' tion- .of consolidation, |
along the guide lines laid
_down by the government.

Persons concerned
would be given the oppor-
tunity to testify before the

commission. He appealed

to everyone to give the
commission a chance to

complete its investigation

in a responsible manner.

"“] can sense that people -

in this area are uncertain
of the future but that is
only because they listen to
rumours and rumours
only lead to uncertainty.
Dr Koornhof urged
English and Afrikaans
South Africans to co-
operate with each other
and said it was vitally im-
portant especially in this
part of the world to have
faith in each other. It was

| important he said that
- problems bhétween all

races be solved in -order

could be improved for
everyone living i

ation and Coordinalion of Joint Production

203

oard ™

Net
. Boclal
Marginal
Product

Social Total
(Shore plus boat)

4000 4 0==4000
3396 4- 6 =4002
3392 4| 16 = 4008
3388 + 24 = 4012
3384 - 30 = 4014
3380 +4- 34 = 4014
3376 4 36 == 4012
3372 - 36 == 4008
3368 - 32 = 4000
3364 4- 27 = 3991
3360 +4- 21 = 3981

0 people.

ish. But whatever is done, at least a third
n could profitably switch to the boat, as is
ted by Figure 9-1. That would increase the
otal by eight fish to 24 fish (the marginal
Lt with threa crewmen is elght fish) while

ing only four more fish from the shore.
that the qudlity of life »cial total increases by four—the difference

n n the marginal product on the boat and

Southern Africa. — DDR. wsaken four-fish shore-marginal-product. A

1 Tourth crewman ccuid transfer to the boat, since
the marginal product on the boat, six, with four
members is greater than the forsaken marginal
product on shore, four—a net soclal marginal
product of two. With four boatmen the total prod-
uct on the boat is 30 {= 6+ 10 + 8+ 6}, which,
subtracting 16 forsaken fish from the shore {four
from each person who shifted to the boat) yields

. a socfal gain of 14 fish., How the net sociat gain



Mercury Reporter

LAST week’s rain brought
little relief to Natal's
drought-stricken areas and
the National Agricultural
Union has asked farmers’
associations to make a
communal effort to help in
the worst-hit areas.

The president of the

. NAU, Mr Donald Sinclair,

said in Howick yesterday:
‘The recent rains have
brought little relief to
most areas but some are
better off than others,
‘The NAU has sent cir-
culars to all the provinee's
farmers’ associations ask-
ing .them to sum up the

" drought situation in their

areas.

_Assistance

‘This will enable us to

‘get a clear picture of ex-

actly which areas are
most in need of assistance .’

An example of the type
of inter-area help would -
be to  harvest the large.
quantities of maize

' damaged by the drought in

the Bergville district and
to supply it as fodder to
areas in need.

There were two prob-

“lems-"conhected.  with the
[ scheme,

‘One is to persuade the
farmers’ associations to
join the campaign, and the
other is to find money to
carry out the project,’ Mr
Sinclair said.




FARMERS in drought-
stricken areas may have
te cull their stock and
abandon some of their
crops in order to have
enough water ito meet
their needs, the secretary
of the National Agricul-
tural Union, My Alwyn
Bisschoff, said in Pieter-
maritzburg vesterday.

The NAU and the De-
partment of Agricultural
Technical Services met
last week and deeided that
their immediate task was
to establish the extent and
gravity of the drought.

They sent circulars yes-
terday to all farmers’ as-
sociations in Natal, asking
them to sum up the situa-
tion in their areas.

‘Opce we have a clear
picture we will be able to
take the necessary action,’
Mr Bisschoff said, ‘It may
be necessary for rivers te
he tnonitored and water
rationed  apd some farm-
ers migiht have to cnll
thelr stock to vy enoogh
water 1o go vonnd.




It is somehow appropriate that one of the
biggest cut flower operations in SA was
taken out of judicial management on 5t
Valentine’s- day. For agricultural consul-
tunts. Measured Farming SA. called
in io rescue the operation in 1975,
the discharging of the judicial manage-
ment order against Florarcadia on Febru-
ary 14, 1980, represents something of a
triumph.

Measured Farming MD Clive Hender-
gon points out that restoring an agricultur-
al operation to liquidity is a medium- to
long-term operation, and banks are more
often than not unwilling to take the risk in
such cases. “‘A hotel business, for in-
stance, can more easily be salvaged. New
managetnent, a few coats of paint to
brighten the image, and it's back on-the
road to profitability,”” he says.

Metrust judicial manager Hendry Gunn
asked Measured Farming to step in when
it became apparent that liquidation of the
operation, which, with 15 ha under roof
and preoducing and marketing 1lm carna-
tion and rose blooms a year, is one of the
biggest cut flower growers in the southern
hemisphere, was imminent. Concurrent
creditors were owed about R500 000, while
an overdraft in the order of R1,5m also
hung over the operation’s head.

“The farm was valued at R750 000, but
wouldn't have realised R450000 on a
forced sale,” says Peter Cunningham,
Measured Farming director at Florarca-
dia near Heidelherg, Transvaal. Creditors
knew they'd get virtually nothing. so i
was decided to mount a rescue campaign.
A six year schedule was drawn up with
the objective of liguidating debts and re-
turning to profitability, and this was ac-
cepted by Standard Barik.

Financial Mail April 18 1980
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Problem on the flower farm, which
“had been a good business with, for its
time, guod production ideas,” was man-
agement, which was so structured it left a
lot to be desired where relationships with
workers were concerned. “For an essen-
tially labour intensive operation, this was
fatal,” says Cunningham. Previous man-
agement installed, at considerable cost, a
sophisticated closed circuit television set-
up to monitor activities in the  green-
houses.

Workers, it appears, resented this, and

coupled with ridiculously low wages (20c

to 3%c a day in some cases) and lo
hours, it caused productivity to plummg
“We've pruned our labour force !
about 15% and increased wages,”” sa
Henderson. ‘‘Production, which is now :
by 40%, has tended to keep pace Wi
these increases.”” Efforts are also bei:
made to employ complete family - uni:
thereby raising the earning capabiliti
_and standard of living of all workers.
Worker distrust was further aggravat
by bugging devices installed througho
the administrative offices, while capit
was needlessly expended on sophisticat:

Flower farming . . . not like salvaging an hotel
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equipment.

For example, an integrated system de-
signed to regulate temperature,and inter-
relate humnidity with sunlight and light
intensity in each of the greenhouses was
used to only 30% of its potential. ‘‘Basical-
Iy a good idea, and used extensively in
places like Holland,” says Cunningham.
“But the problem was that it is too
sophisticated for workers here, who
weren’t trained.”

Other unnecessary equipment incuuded
four rose sorting machines with photo-
electric cells, for regulating stalk iengths,
worth R14 000 each, while there were
seven bundle strapping and tying
machines worth about R49 000. Only one
each of these is in use now — ‘‘the volume
throughput just didn’t warrant this type of
capital expenditure.”

Earthmoving equipment, with a re-
placement value of R250 000, was also

standing idle, and its sale realised over .

R160 000.

Against this background, the operation
to take control of Florarcadia had to be
mounted with the precision of a military
exercise. "“We were well aware of the ill-
will with which the previous manager
regarded us, and the vulnerability of the
farm, so had to move carefully,” says
Henderson.

In utmost secrecy therefore. and armed
with a court order, Measured Farming
staff flew up from their Pietermaritzhurg
HQ to take possession of the 360 ha farm,
and seal off buildings.

Security measures included patrolling
the property with guards and dogs. Says
chairman Pat Mills: *“We were actually
scared stiff ... mainly because we knew
little about flowers and this type of
farming enterprise, although we had, at
that stage already, realised that the finan-
cial problems were related to the lack of a
management structure.”

Mills . . . we ware scared stiff

Financial Mail April 18 1980

Cunmingham . . . equipmont too
sophisticatod for workers

The 12-man emergency team worked

‘round the clock to salvage the flower

operation, with main priority being to
save the prowing stock — virtually the
only asset — which was literally withering
away through lack of care. Mills in the
meantime went to the US and contacted
sources which could be relied upon to
provide professional flower growing
expertise.

Streamlined marketing

An initial preblemn was that 20% of the
production area was under quarantine,
and flowers originating there could only
be exported. This had arisen because the
original stock had been cleared from air-
freight without regard to quarantine regu-
lations, and the Department of Agricul-
ture insisted that no subsequent preduce
be introduced to the local market.

Marketing, on local and export levels,
had to be streamlined. ‘‘Previously, flow-
ers were sold to 95 individual buyers, but
this was: costly in terms of transport,
packaging and time,” says Henderson. It
was decided to, market locally solely
through Multiftora, the wholesale flower
market. ““We made mistakes,”” he says.
One was putting a consignment of carna-
tions, which later turned out to have stall
defects that inhibited moisture absorption,
on the market.

“We should have discarded the lot.
Within a day they had wilted, and this
gave our preduct a bad name. Initiaily,
therefore, there was some buyer resis-
tance, but we were able to overcome
this,”" says Henderson. Another priority
was to get into the lucrative export mar-
ket, especially Furope {the German flow-
er market, for instance, is worth R600m
annually), and Florarcadia expanded its
market base to include the UK, Sweden,
Switzerland, Germany, and Norway. '

“Once again, we had to overco:
arcadia’s poor image. Previous
pluses were dumped on to export:
affecting prices, which was obvig
appreciated by buyers,” explains

“We concentrated on building
for ourselves centred around rej
continuity of supply throughout {
son, and quality. We are in ¢
contact with overseas buyers, a
their markets regularly, as well a
ing clients to SA often,” ‘adds €
ham.

Looking back, he says Florar
previous management had Succe:
alienating a lot of people, right act
spectrum of its operation. Buyer
local and overseas, were hit by it
tencies in marketing policies; the
ment of Agriculture was affected |
quarantine regulations weren’t cc
with; and even SAA, of prime imp
because of its role in exporting Fl
dia’s produce, was rubbed up the
way.

“We worked hard to change this.
Cunningham, ‘“and can now claim
ceive all the co-operation we neec
all parties. Most important we got i
the creditors, the judicial manage
the bank. Let’s face it, if they wan
they could bave sunk the whole op¢
at the drop of a hat.”

But the future looks rosy. Conc
creditors have accepted 70¢ in the
{at a total cost of R240 000), and Flo
dia has reduced the R1,25m plus ir
charges owing to the Standard Ba
R500 000. Cubpningham predicts t
profits this year of R250 000 on a tur
of RB00 000, and says dividends cou
resumed in about three years.

For Measured Farming, which ha:
bought a 50% stake in the farm.
represents a remarkable achievement

Henderson . . . initially some
buyar resistanco



22

20

18

16

14

| GAPE TOWN — white

BYS ag

outh Africans had little
cause to complain and
/have heen spoilt as far as
food dprices were con-
cerned.

This was the response
yesterday of Mr Chris
Cilliers, director of the
South African Agri-
cultural Union, to
attempts by the South
African Consumer Coun-
cil to interview the Prime
Minister, Mr P. W. Botha,
in connection with escalat-
ing prices of consumer
goods,

Mr Botha refused the in-
terview and told the coun-
cll to address themselves
to the Cabinet Ministers
concerned.

In an interview yester-
daﬁ Mr Cilliors said he was
unthappy the council haqg
singl out food prices,
thereby placing blame for
the high cost of living on

farmers, whose real nett

income had decroased by
368 per cent,

He said a scientific
study by the Union Bank
of Switzerland had shown
that in only seven cities of
the world was a compa-
rable grocery bhasket
cheaper than in Johannes-

urg.

The same survey
demonstrated that in only
18 cities — and they were
in the highly industria-
lised regions of North
America and Furope --
dicd people in comparable
professions work shortor
hours than in Johannes-
burg to carn the money to
buy similar ‘‘grocery
baskets,”

South Africans should
therefore not complain
about food prices but
rather ahout wage struc-
tures.

Mr Cilliers said: “The
agricultural union agrees
with the Consumer Coun-
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eil that inflation is an evil
which should he seriously
combated, but we ()hlject
to the council's singling
out of food prices and the
?roducers. the farmers,
or causing the high cost
of living."”

Farmers, whose real
nett income had decreas-
ed over the past five years,
were worse victims of in-
flation than ordinary
wage earners, whose in-
come had dec ed by §
per cent over the same
period.

Sight had been lost of
the fact that consumer
prices were inflated by
manufacturers and “mid-
dle men’'. Meanwhile
farmers’ “input” expendi-
ture on producing food, on
for instance fuel and for-
tilisers, had risen far more
rapidly than the price
they could obtain for their
products in the market
place.

“We are prepared to
place (before the govern-
ment) a detailed

- memorandum to show

how spoilt South Africa’s
popuiation is as regards
foad prices,” Mr Ciitiers
said. - DDC.
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WHITE South Africans had little cause
to complain and had been spoilt as far
as food prices were concerned, Mr
Chris Cilliers, director of the South
African Agricultural Union, said
yesterday.

This was his reaction to attempts by
the South Afriean Consumer Council to
interview the Prime Minister, Mr P W
Botha, in coanection with escalating
prices of consumer goods,

Mr Botha refused the interview and
has told the Consumer Council to ad-
dress itself to the ecabinet ministers
concerned,

Stgfff-};l;crté:‘) ’ (Hg R

Cilkiers said he was unhappy that the
Consumer Ceunei! had singled out food
prices, thereby placirg blame for the
high cost of living on farmers, whose
real net income had decreased by 36
percent over the past five vears.

He said a scientific study by the
Union Bank of Switzerland had shown
that in only seven cities of the world
was a comparable grocery basket
cheaper than in Johannesburg,

The same survey demonstrated that
in only 18 cities — and they were in the
highly-industrialized regions of North
America and Europe — did peopte in

B o

comp/arab]e professions work shorter
* hours than in Johanneshurg to earn the
money to buy similar ‘‘grocery
baskets”.
South Afrieans should therefore mot
complain about food prices, but rather
about wage structures.

Mr Cilliers said: “The Agricultural
Union agrees with the Consumer Coun-
c¢il that inflation is an evil which should
be seriously combated, but we object
to the council’s singling out food prices
and the producers, the farmers, for
causing the high cost of living."”

Farmers, whose real net income had
decreased over the past five vears,

were greater victims of inflation than
ordinary wage-earners.

Sight had been lost of the fact that
consumer prices were intlated by
manufacturers and ““middlie men"
Meanwhile the farmers’ “inpnt™ expen-
diture on producing food, for instance
on fuel and fertifizers. had risen far
more rapidiy than the price they could
obtain for their products in the market
place,

“We are prepared to place {before :
the government) a detailed memoran-
dum to show how spoilt South Africa’s
population is as regards food prices,”
Alr Cilliers said.
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. ‘Deur FRANZ ALBRECHT

DIE drastiese vermin-
dering in die enorme
-eiersurplus in die afge-
jope paar maande, wat
deur groter stabiliteit
jn die bedryf feweegge-
“hring is, het die onrea-
listiese lae vloerprys
onnodig gemaak.
Produksiekapasiteit is
recds 'n geruime tyd
onder beheer, en die be-
dryf het sy eie huis in orde
gebring nadat daar teen
~ Junie verlede jaar 'n on-
hantecerbare surplus ge-
heers het. Dit' het tot groot
finansiéle verliese op
eieruitvoere gelel.

-, Die Eierbeheerraad het
" sy vicerprys waarteen

surplus eiers uit die
plaaslike mark aangekoop
word, vroeér vandees-
maand tot 43¢ per kilo-

gram herstel. In die eerste -

helfte van verlede jaar is
dit tot 3%9¢ per kilogram
verlaag. D

Die Noordelike Pluim-

veeprodusentevereniging
het vandeesweek aange-

' kondig dat die prys van

eiers in Transvaal vanaf
moére met 4c per dosyn
verhoog sal word.

Maar hierdie afsonder-
like prysverhogings hou
geen verband mef mekaar
nie. Die eerste — die
aanpassing van die vloer-
prys — is gedoen vanweé

. die stabiliteit wat in die

Suid-Afrikaanse eierbe-
dryf in die aigelope paar
maande teweeggebring is,
en die tweede — die
styging in die- kleinhan-
delsprys van eiers —is'n
regsireckse gevolg van
die onlangse styging'in
produksiekoste van die
pluimveeboet.

Die Eierbeheerraad het

sy vloerprys in die eerste -

helfte van verlede jaar
slegs verlaag om sy hoeke
te klop. Weens die onhan-
teerbare eier-surplus in
daardie tyd, en die feit dat
die raad verplig is om die
eieroorskot op te koop en

y
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.

teen ’n verlies it te voer,
was sy uitgawe groter as
sy inkomste.

Noudat die eier-surplus
weer vir 'n geruime fyd {ot
'n hanteerbare grootte
verminder is, is die Raad
in staat om, sy boeke te
balanseer/en bestaan
daar geen meer rede vir
die verlaagde vloérprys
nie. Dit is in oorleg met
die Minister van Landbou
weer tot 43¢ per kilogram
herstel.s

Dieselfde tyd toe die
vlicerprys verlede jaar
verlaag is, het die Raad
die Produksiebeheerwet

toegepas ‘om die surplus

te verminder. Pluimvee-
boere met meer as 20 000
iéhenne was verplig om
hul produksie in te kort.
Ongeveer 1,4 miljoen 1é-
henne is sedertdien land-
wyd verminder.
Vermoedens dat die
herstel van die vloerprys
vir surplus eiers weer tot
m-onhanteerbare surplus
kan lei, is vandeesweek

deur die Raad die nek '
ingeslaan: Die vloerprys
was en is nog altyd ver
benede die koste van pro-
duksie en pluimveeboere
sal nie baat vind deur
produksie te vermeerder
en sodoende ’n oorskot
teen hierdie onekono-
miese prys aan die Raad
te verkoop nie.

Buitendien is daar
streng beheer. in die
eierbedryf. Permithouers
— pluimveeboere met
2 000 of meer léhenne —
moet toestemming van die
Raad kry om hul produk-
sie te kan vermeerder.

'n Hanteerbare surplus’

is in die belang van die

verbruiker, s& die Raad.
Deurdat daar altyd 'n aan-
vaarbare oorskot van alle
grootte eiers is, sal die
verbruiker nie tekorte
met tye van sekere grootte
eiers ondervind nie.
Indien daar ooit 'n te-
kort van sekere grootie
eiers in Suvid-Afrika on-
dervinid sou moes word,

"noodsaak deur die on-
- langse stygings in die pro-

sal die elers tep-duurste
uit die buiteland moet
ingevoer word om aan die
vraag te kan voorsien, sé
die Raad.

Die voorsitter van die
Noordelike Pluimveepro-
dusentevereniging, mnr.
Ian Bartlett, het vandees- |
week gesé die verhoging
van die eferprys is ge-

duksiekoste van pluim-
veeboere.

Die vorige drie pryssty-
gings in eiers sedert De-
sember verlede jaar —
wat altesame 8¢ per dosyn
beloop het — was maar
net 'n aanpassing van die
prys nadat daar in die
midde} van verlede jaar
besluit is om nie die prys
met 8c per dosyn te ver-
hoog nie onderwyl daar 'n
geweldige oorskol ge-
heers het.

Individuele produsente
is nog altyd vry om teen
enige prys op die mark
mee te ding. Die aankon-
diding van die Vereniging
oor die verhoogde prys is, -
net gemaak om sy lede ini}
kennis te stel wat hulle "
van hul produkte op die
mark kan verwag om sty-
gende produksiekoste te
bowe te kan kom.

Die Vereniging verwag -
verdere prysstygings in
produksiekoste, veral van
voer, in die .nabye toe-
koms.

- -~



DIE verbruiker guan bin-
nekort tussen 8¢ en 9c per
kilogram .meer vir hoen-
dervieis betaal weens die
styging van sowat 20 per-
sent in die mielieprys.
In 'n onderhoud met
Sake-Rapport het die
voorsitter van County
Fair, mnr. Desmond
Lurie, in Kaapstad gesé
die maatskappy se pro-

duksiekoste gaan met tus--

sen 8¢ en 9¢ styg na die
verhoging in die
mielieprys. Die styging
sal noodgedwonge deur

~ die verbruiker geabsor-

beer moet word.

Die verwagting is nie
dat die prysverhoging 'n
groot nadehge invioed op
die mark vir hoendervleis
gaan hé nie, aangesien

die vraag na dié. produkte= .
tans ba1ea,sterk is. cwm e
Volgens mnr. Lurie is sy :

maatskappy se afsel tans
15 persent ho#r as in die
ooreenstemmende tyd-
perk verlede jaar. Die
m;eheprys het egter 'n

. groot invioed op die pro-

duksiekoste van die hoen-
derbedryf, aangesien, dit
vir sowat 70 persent van
die voerkoste verantwoor-
delik is.

'n Paar jaar gelede sou
so 'rt verhoging die hoen-
derbedryf op sy knieé
gehad het, maar intussen
het die bedryf aansienlik
verbeter. Veral uitvoer-
kontrakte speel hier 'n
groof rol.

Die wuitvoerkontrakte
het baie gehelp om -die
bedryf weer op die been
te bring. Sowat vyf jaar
gelede moes hoenderbe-
markers hul produkte
teen verliese verkoop
weens die destydse ‘groot
oorskof. SN

In daardie jake was, dxe
winsdrempel in. d i '
winig van Bb5¢
gram. Vandag is dit ver
oor-die R1 per kilogram
weens die skerp styging in
produksiekoste, maar. die
verhoogde vraag het hler-
voor vergoed,

B




DURBAN. — The agricuitural
gsector had scarcely been able
to feed South Africa’s popula-
tion during the past decade,
during which time the number
of mouths had grown by more
than 2%.

The  Director-General (Fi-
nanee), Dr J H de Loor, gave
this information in Durban yes-
terday when he addressed the
congress of the Natal and East
Griqualand Wool Growers’ As-
sociation. |

He said that during the dec-

ﬁagaﬁproblem
- popu

“Thig continued increase is,
in my opinion, preof that the
agricultaral Industry is. still
market orientated, and that the
farmer is still in a competitive
position. However, with an
average population growth rate
of more than 2%, we have
scarcely managed to feed the
country’s growing pop utation.”

Dr De Loor said that the past
decade- had seen a dramatic
reduction in the agricultural

output of southern Africa as a

ade, the total value of agricul-  Whole.

tural production rose from
R1 300-million to R4 200-mil-
lion. The volume index of agri-
cultural preduction increased
by 30%. L

“We in South Africa should
be extremely careful that our
level of agricultural output
does not hecome adversely af-
fected in the process of consoli-

3
3t
he

dating our homelands, particu-
larly when these accept inde-
pendence.

* Apart from the obvious rea-
son of maintaining at least our
output per head of population,
we have on numerous occasions
been able to save large sections
of the populations of neighbour-
ing states from starvation.

“Rut there is a certain anom-
aly in this situation which we
have to face up to squarely.
Maize is.a good example. Be-
canse of relatively low export
prices, the maize farmer has to
carry a heavy financing burden
on the exporiing of surpluses,
particnlarly if they are to be
marketed outside southerhi

{dvag!

lation grow

30 /4f¢0

Afriea. -

«[f the surpluses and the pro-
portion of white to yellow
maize production are pertna-
nent structural features, then
we will have to take another,
closer look at the pricing struc-
ture of the industry. We cannot
afford to produce any commod-
ity that can onty be exported at
a loss over the longer term.

‘*However, international
marketing of maize, as well as
that of most other agricultural
products, are subject to wide
price fluctuations, and provided
full costs are recovered. -
we should continue to fill our
granaries and market surpluses
abroad.” — 8apa. '




farmers

tention of South
Africans and tourists alike
is .drawn to
Ppokition of Oy
Spect to the ostrich but
t district is naither the
the bird nor were
the best feath
produced:ther
‘The edrliest pet,

wrote to his b
G Reinet to the effect
Come across a
letter dated 1832 irom

their Uncle Duthie
tain Duthi

Miss Caroline
their grandmo
which the fo
sentence gceurs:
enjo¥ the gstrich
akfast this

A brbef I lef
efore eft
Kraal.”

?pe feather was it strong
dense quality and the
bedigree of “the birds
;-;vhil:h1 pProduced them was

Oor & long time g mystery
to ofﬁcgs of the Depart-
ment of Agricufture and

- was the subject of most of

the debate that took place
over the years.
According to Oscar
his ther’s
prize bird with which he
did most of his breeding,
was one named Mogador.

fetch
'R2 000
a bird

his former emplo
breedingstockatl\z X
Th mention alsp
made of R
Ellen, Jacob an
Du

breeders who
familiar nam i
featured in the prize listg

Holme J.E. Bj
Lovemore, P.B,

w.J. W W.C. Ho
T.W. Swart, H. Frank,C.J.

;Iohnwentonto that
is Uned say

Tecords refer to
of feathers being
Tted in 1838, By 1881

Ostrich in the Eastern Cape once
farming oot G

the findustrya’

of Bedfor,

Africa to sec

rivalled that of Ogy

' describes the heyday of
bPiayed by Oscar Ey
secrlayet mission to Weasltm’

Ort figure had
_3 4251bs and the
l&ear had doubled to 7

fat%reaift ﬂfloxingeing the
€T of the industry was
%\;en toMrl Booysen, of

ipdri raaff-Reinet,

don_zes‘tica,ted' birds
S their feathers on
5 matrket, eg-
2 new industry.
the ostriches
nsible for the
-scale fencing of
on the

the Bastern Ca e because

birds could be
Otherwise w
were chased,
they would run

rmation and a

more I cgueﬁ

press cy )

i to.th?lllagté Mr
vans who was

breeding

Gn the world's narkets
2t the time were the
Mogador (or Barb

eathers of remarkable
g;a;?lty and hamed d after a
seapaort in Moroceq,
The distinctive feature of
this feather wag its long
dense flue and sten;, When
held at the eng of the stemn
the feather never remain-
ed still but bobbad its
head. and wobbled at the
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type feathers fetched
irom 25 per cent to fifty
Per cent more than those
from South African hirds,

The Evans feather had
characteristics similar to
the ”{%‘}E" feathers, ‘anq

m

ed most of
the disputes. i
- Oscar Evans 1, aithough

Watermey! er,
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In 1887 Oscar I and his
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the estate of John Pringle,
There, beside going in for
ostrich feather .
th no standard work to
gpideredthemfh they
ionee also the grow-
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In Oscar ‘Evans’ scrap.
bookthe'l‘homtonexpe -
tion was frequentiy

interviewed the Iate Mr
R.W, Thornton in July
1960 at his retirement.’,
home in Bathurst when he

X :
of the expedition which -
had trave!]edcf“to Fort

At the time of the ex-
pedition, Mr Thornton
was the princié)al of the
Grootfordtein ollege of
Agricultyre.

The ideal feather as en-
visaged by officigis of the
Department of

culture was 3 Cross
between the so-cajled
Oudtshoorn feather which

d Ien%s and breadth
and the Evans type with
its density and strength.

Because it wag thought
that the introduction of
the Barbary bird would
produce these quaiities,

hornton set out with
Jack Bowker and F.C.
Smith in the ‘grfgzltlest
Secrecy'in : to
acquire these } irds by fair
means or foul. 5l

They tratelled six. days
up the Néﬁer ‘River, then
as far as they could g0 by
train and then on foot for
the remainder "of their
journey to Kano, their
heddquarters from where
they carried out their
negotiations - with the
Argbs. -Arab scouts were
sent out in all directions to
collect feathers angd. by
this means Thofnton was
able to decide from where
the desired

e




" breeder of the finest
double-fluff feathers in
: during the
height of the ostrich
féather boom.

The book is now in the
possession of Mr Oscar
Evans II, of Melrose, Bed-
ford, who is also going in
for ostriches, but not for
the same reason as his
grandfather. His object is
te keep poachers -and
stock thieves off his farm,
for woe betide the man
who falls foul of an angry
cock ostrich land they are
quick.with anger)} and o
keep down jointed cactus,
a sco to the farmer
but a delicacy to the birds.

The boom-time farmers
were a temperamental lot
and fiercely resisted
everything they con-
sidered false claims to fae
fame. Controversies were
conducted through the
press for months ata time.

The greatest arguments
arose over the merits of
the Bar bary ostrich:
whether or not the strain
had been introduced into
the Cape colony, and if so
inte whose birds and
whether the Thornton ex-
pedition to West Africa to
obtain this type of bird to

the country

improve the local product”

was worth while

. It was only natural that
in these controversies

Oscar Evans I, as the.

recogmsed producer of
the best feathers in the
country, would take a
ﬁ-sominent part and that

cuttngs book should
be of monumental propor-
tions.

A feature of the Evans

S ———

Mogador, claimed he had

reared his birds up to
their present fine state
throl long and careful
selection and breeding
and had never introduced
the strains of others for
this purpose.

Mr J.H. Lovemore of
Preston Park, Alexandria
said: “*Ng, Mr Evans’s
hirds were reared from
chicks Evans had bought
from him in 1898 and
which were descendant
from birds he had
purchased from Jack van
der Riet and Hilton
Barber.” Thus the Evans
type were the result of his,
Mr Lovemore’s breeding.

This was the commence-
ment of a gentlemaniy
argument between those
who sided with Mr Evans
and those who supported
Mr Lovemore. Evans
featured prominently in
the correspondence,
maybe with an eye, too, on
all the publici his birds
were getting for the best

cacks were fetchi R2
000 and good couples R608
a pair.

Fregquent references
were made to the birds
whose progeny were to
give South Africa almost a
monopoly in the world’s
ostrich feather trade.
There were Kitty and
Jack, belonging to Mr W.
Weeks of %eed Valley,
who produced Punch and
Swartland, the latter be-
ing the father of Cham-
pion.

Champion and Punch,
according to Mr S.G.
Pringle, who once worked
for Mr Evans, were among

“*as long as .there are

women in the world,
things of beauty like
ostrich feathers and
diamonds are not likely to
g0 begging.” In faet
feathers, being
perishable, had the advat-
tage over diamonds. -

In 1865 a census reveal-
ed that there were only 12
domesticated birds in the
Cape Colony. In 1885 only
eight districts in the
Eastern Province had a
thousand birds. By 1811
there were 746 ‘736
ostriches distributed in
153 district of which only
25 had more than 19 600
birds each. . ]

Oudtshoorn headed the
list with 110 000 birds.
Albany came second with
40 432, Uitenhage third
with 20 203, Somerset East
35 578 and then Ladismith,
Graaff-Reinet,  Aberdeen,
Jansenvilie and
Middieburg in that order.

The value of exports in
1876 totalled R182 458 and
by 1918 had risen to R 771
486; but the decline of the
ostrich. feather was not
due entirely to the advent
of the motor car as so
many people came to
believe.

The first set back was.

caused by the Paris
fashion designers who
decreed against the use of
feathers for a time. The
second was the outbreak

of World War I when all

the countries who bought
South African feathers
were involved. The motor-

car was only the last

feather which brok the
ostrich’s back and plunged
many farmers back in fo
insolvency. ' :

Oscar EvansIwas one of .
the few to anticipate the

ostrich feather slump ‘in
time and while the in-

.dustry was on the wane he
building up a

was slowl

herd of Friesland cattie

‘for which he ‘eventually
became equally well’

known. ) .
Who was Oscar Evans?

and died in August, 1817.
He was a _son of John
Brown Evans who
emigrated-to -the Cape in
1850 in time to join
Currie’s Horse in the fron-

tier war of 1850. Twenty

years later John Brown

Evans journeyed into Asia -
.Minor to import South

Africa’s first champion
Angora rams.
To secure 30 of the best

' rams- that money could
buy, he travelled 1 200

‘miles te Angora and
brought hislittie flock-out
on

1880 and although his
rams were.the third lot to
be imported te this coun
they were the only ones of

any use because the two
previous lots were found .
on- arrival, to have been ;

castrated!

-wWas

e hacks of mules, -
each mule bearing two
. goats. He arrived home in

bl it SLY L P b L R b1 o LR LRt
ed permission for the
bi fa-be taken out of
the country. With the aid
of the Amir of Katsma the
South Africans were gble
to get birds and chicks
from the two walled towns
of Damerghu and Adar
and smuggle them down
to Lagos and back to
South Africa by sea in the
§.8. Ethiopia.

They brought also two
stallions, 20 marabouts
and two goats; but when
the cost of the Barbary Ex-
pedition as it was now be-
ing referred to, was learn-
ed to have been more than
R17 000 the criticism was
severe. But worse was to
come.

The birds, which had
been plucked bare, and
the chic numbered at first

158. Six were presented to. 3

Nigeria for its aid to the
exgedltmn, .two died
before leaving Kano,
three more died on the
overland journey to the
coast and seven died on
the voyage from Lagos te
Cape Town.

The loss continued: on |

the train from Cape Town
to Middleburg five broke
their legs and had to be
destroyed. On arrival at

Middleburg the birds .

stampeded and another
three died as a result —so
only 182 arrived at the
Grootfontein College.

Grahamstown farmers
who went to see the birds
described them as rubbish
and others complained
that while the Govern--

- ment had spent ail this

money on the importation
ef birds, it had not spent a

penny. on some kind of -
ostrich bureau to -assist |-

the farmers. .-

‘Mr Thornton himself

told me that his labours

had been in vain because {
six-months after his {~
return -to South Africa, |
war broke out and that -

was the end of the ostrich
feather-Boom and the de--

- mand for birds of ‘any |
He was born in Graaff- kind.. . . |

Reinet in October, 1862, , ‘The answer tg the con- |

troversy ahout the strains
probably that
everyone was right.

In 1876, Mr J.E. Cuyler,
of -Cuyler Manor,
Uitenhage imported two
pairs of Barbary birds
through N. Adler and
Company of Port
Elizabeth. At-one.time a
magnificant- bird of his

" was stolen and never
found -again. Then, when

he trekked to the Tran-
svaal, he sold all his birds

- and their: progeny to his
_brothers-in-law

Mr
Maleolm Stewart and Mr
Hally . Hudson and .to Mr
James Lamb. . - :

The .dispersal of Mr
Cuyler’s flock could well
have resultéd. in the Bar-
bary  strain being in-
treduced. into. many other
aresz areas without being

Tecorded.” "
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Newly-hatehed ostrich chicks, which, 80 years ago, would have been worth R600
- when they were a fow months older.
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Any experienced stock
farmer knows that the two
most important assetson a
farm are good grazing and
an ample fodder bank.
You cannot buy grazing
for your farm and to buy
stockfeed is too costly.

That is how Mr G. P.
(Pat) Cloete, of the farm
Vaslhoek, .Barkly East,
sums up his p%w,.omnr
towards successful stock
farming.

“Natural veid is“one of
the most important and
valuable resources on my
farms,” he said.

“For that reason I apply
& meticulous grazing
programme throughout
the year. To do it correctly
you have to know your
veld as grass growth
varies from one area to
another.

“My aim with proper
veld management is not
only to protect my veld,
but also to encourage
natural plant growth for
optimum results without
disturbing the natural
balance.

"My experience has
taught me that no single
factor is exclusively
responsible for optimum

| & DAILY DISPATCH, FRIDAY, MAY 2, 1880’
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Pat Cloete goes well
with good grazing

recipe for successful veld
management.

“My veld control is bas-
ed on the principle of rota-
tion grazing.from camp to
ithi realistic stock

”
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somewhat handicapped
because of limited land,”
he said.

“After purchasing two
farms at Elliot and
another at Barkly BEast, 1
could pian on a much
bigger scale for wool and

beef production,” Mr
Cloete said.
Since then, with the

Barkly East and Elliot
farms, and the manv
nﬁswm ranging between 40
to 80 ha, Mr Cloete isin a
position to move his
stock at specific times
from one farm to another,
After the August lambing

~-on the Barkly East farms

the weaned lambs. are

moved to the Elliot farms '
re.

fattened for slaughtering,
Mr Cloete said he used
to buy rams from “out-
side” breeders but for a
number of years breeders
in the Barkly East and
Elliot districts “fulfilled”
all his requirements.
“We have some of the
top ram breeders in the
country in these two dis.
tricts and for any farmer
here to buy rams from out-
side is quite unnecessary,”.

" he said.

‘Mr Cloete does not
believe in regular veld
burning.

“OIf, after three and’

. more years, I find. areas

with too much dead grass,
I will burn as the dead ;

growth.” )
An_ important assef at
the Barkly East farms is

~

the ample supply of water
from two rivers to irrigate
a large area of land for
lucerne and other fodder
crops. Lucerne is also
grown without irrigation.
“I helleve in having a
large supply of fodder,
particularly for winter
needs and dry maionm.
For this reason I do not
sell lucerns. But, "Mr
Cloete added,"” with
proper veld management
there should be sufficlent.
grazing even during lean
periods. - ,
“*Although my stock
numbers have nearl

ry

e

Bl 1y ‘present. system, ‘my

camps could: probably
provide grazing for
another 50 per cent in-
crease. Experience,

" however, has taught rite to

be aware of the unex-
pected.

“Overgrazing veld can-
not recover during dry
periods, even with total’
reduction, and-will take
longer 'than one good
season to recover its
natural growth and
spread. How do you feed
animals during such
WE.E% and how do you
ind solutions for the
resulting problems?

“I am glad to say not
many farmers have this
negative approach of
quantity in preference to
quality.” _

Mr Cloete said he was
tempted to start a merino
stud but with existing
demands he would leave it
until son Stanley takes
over responsibilities.

Horse breeding forms a
minor interest at
Vaalhoek — horses for
everyday use on a farm.
His one horse, Max,
recently received the best
farm horse (plaasperd)
award at the Barkly East

Pet
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THE MBLY. — The
government assistance
scheme for farmland
p been rein:

-Deputy. Minister of
- Agriculture, announced

yesterday. .

The “scheme, scrapped |
in 1978, would exten: this
‘year to farmers on 3
| land, farm managers and
J§ share-croppers who had

|\ Farmers who had aban-

| doned agriculture
through force of
stances would also, be
1| belped'to return to - far-

Mr said during
the debate on the

agriculture vote that the
| government would in-
orease aid for workers’
- housing. — SAPA,,

o
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_|:I—g{—ll in relatem to ;lgl'i(-llllijlr;{! ?]l:tt{)u(:[
whichl ix expected o be mn the \:lCI o
1345 hillion this year, ()lhc_-rs have p(_)i o
out that the figure doesn't ;tppoai l(llo (U{
high when viewed ;1lnn;15‘;1dr-_ lli(‘l\iilill,l[re
the capital assels (‘mpln_\'ei’rl I agri ek
-ealendated at about _!{‘__':!_:)7 inlll.on mh --t’-m;
With twe vears of inll:umn: 1 Slll :);m‘
fial huild-up m sm'(-k nu1;3[12;'];.‘0.113;!0;: ne
ived mprovements made s .
::;{‘i:[lll(!:I'uh]:]l.‘ln('(’ sheet mght m‘-(?[:pf(.:-[:;l
o show abeut 128 hithon .'t.‘\r(fl.,.‘a't‘l_l.m;
Add i a tew handeed mlllmu:x .(1\| 3“.!.:(.[‘7(»:
Crops, (‘nu.unull;:hlc‘ ]Slt::]':'l.‘a‘" l;:,‘:,kgﬂ-ﬁ |'i|-g;—|_
. s eotitrol boards ¢ K. :
2:1:';1'[!_“:1:4 thongh the i';u—m(-r.?' }l;;:x;p:}l:ll;
horrowed asainst Ly ool llltﬁl}.(tf _.1"“:1 ’.e
Put. as usual, the comibortable average

e —— e

Jacobs team which has beep asked to

FARMERS’ DERT

Sowi
The sad

3laen )

€, G550
ng_ an&OWlng

thing about globular figures is

that they are invariably calculated by
statisticians who don't uaderstangd pelitics,

and uwsed

by politicians who don’t under-

stand statistics. Hence ihe advocacy of
inappropriate solutions to problems that
are seen out of perspective.

The perennial debate about the indebt-
edness of agriculture ilustrates this point.

As each new set of farm debt statisties
is published, showing that agriculture has
gone further into the red, politicians of afl

_ - hues gasp
measures
. favourite

with horror and advocate new
to aggravate the problem. The
cries are for higher producer

prices (which encourage farmers to bor-
row for expansion) and for cheaper credit

{which can be

guaranteed to lure them

further into debt).
- - The agricultural unions argue that the

R3 billion

glosees over the unrmnlnrluhi_(_‘ (‘?‘]tl‘l‘lii'll(l“:\'l._
At one end of the scale ;110.21 c_lu‘ _;]7
cautious landowners in whose _thll!]-_‘..-l :(lhp
nals the Thirties ;\'iil]r toom I:ug‘:_ r ‘".;
hetter extensive grazing 1'(-g:a‘m:\; fn.dp}“r
tcular. There 1< s\‘i_ll a llt‘;lllll:\ u.sf.‘u | for
the old maxim neither a hn! I"G‘T&-(l‘ l:hp]‘ll‘
iender be .. . 7 For other ““'fn"i’ o
ave also o lot ol sugar, lun&%(‘*:_‘_!,.]m‘;! 1
fruit. am! sven maize farmers withont $
°f ir hooks. )
" "E]‘lhj“:: Iixlr:(v_ there are the {arms ”m:;;;i(?;i-
cily nvesiors, p:arl:llmvrs"‘.'3nfi ,1:1 N
(lltﬁiml companies. Thetr ;\{-M\I; ;‘1111 1“"c
ductina ligures are glnbui.ft{f ot e
rest in the agricultoral !uh}l.s'_t :“ haw
owners, 1f they have (1(*!.11.~.v 1 ‘u“;m m
oflen have good reason {o keep 1

frem the

fold

ning with the word “why,

owed by farmers ig alarmingly

i . ics. which
assoceted or holding  contpames. \\hm_
:‘1_11 make better use of the mterest cn 1
) “ X axation, Such
nutments to reduce group Lu\‘l!u’\nl‘ m(‘l
Limaneial aeelies prestaksbly resu ‘b LI
certan ameand of agricultural debt being
hidden elzewhere. ‘

Sothe rest ot the agriculta noman
tv s mch deeper mbe debt than th
':I'."vr;m:-r\' waonthd st horst ngszt, e

Batit the 1977 conuntdlee ol mgnirs "
rurad refirnn aend. lli(ll"i'f_l'(‘(‘(‘ﬂ”_\. ”'ﬁ. ;.‘-(1
ol Urepnnsston, achich  vesiga :
rem ’ W progress in

ral commum-

0 anee. 1rhade
i‘.“n::;;ln\-:.::::“\1:'11:11 was mwerd by \‘.‘hj{ln‘l. d:::ll
where, Brictiv, the sndl kll'i“lif‘lwl.:rzn-r
worse frouble than the big ul]!_'..\:‘l 1(wr“\-
eabon il erop taners are Hl.ﬂl-i. I;L;;\T_O
Q{*:au'wi then he fevestock nnes and e

of these answers are likel}'to_
the banker anq farm-

€T represenlatives who sit on the commit-

Why do farmers get into debt? Some, no

Peasanis who can't help accu-
k. either because they

farm padly or because they don't undep.
stand what they are doing. But the major-

nust assmne, are fully conscious
are up to. Like ajf other

e ’ . T
o ed} problem continue. itswork as
too small to sion. B wi
B ve livestgek
wed to com-
I anything else. Ang not surpris-
_ - = Ingly, there is 5 tendency for young farm-
ers to be more highly geared than older A ot
ones.
So what? prove unpalatable to
Unfortunately, neither of the inquiries (oo
?as really thrown much light on wh 4
armers get intg debt, or why they doubt. are
e - shouldn’t _I'or this reasen they have, tp mulating red
date_a. contributed few ideas of any real or
- L : lasting valye o agricultural policy mak.
ers
. ily. ope
) It is perhaps early days o criticise the f what they

businessimen, they borrow most hegyi
) 3 avil
R . When the future” oo brightest, whég

Some 47 000 white farys bave vanishag

globulated statistics during the

last 30 vears. The Majority of them have
o —- been absorbed into ane
70000 that remain. In the meant,ime‘,_agri-
cultural land prices haye multiplied eight-

or other of the

Those figures hardly tel] g tale of dis-
F tres_s or forced selling. They could, howev: Y
; A

e that the lion's share of the R3
of credit hag been invested in

the logical expansion of profitable busin-

esses or.

grandizem,
take advantage of the capital

Inore WOITvingly. into the ag-
ent of existing landholdings ¢
gains which

result when too much Money is sent chas.
g too few hectares.



LOCUSTS By afefse n
Spray those swarl"'hg

At the latest count, 23 magisterial dis-
tricts had been affected by the locusts
which are currently plaguing the Northern
Cape, far Western Transvaal and North
Western Free State. The locusts are too
late to do any damage to this year’s
summer grains, but they are tucking into
the newly planted winter wheat and barley
Just emerging from the ground.

Isak Venter, assistant director of the
division of plant protection, says the at-
tack is the worst of its kind since 1934, but
with effective spraying he expects to have
it ander control within weeks.

Onxze the wheat has developed its sec-
ond set of roots it should recover from a
defoiiation, and there is no reason to
belicve that yields will be affected unduly.

wer plants can be killed off alto-
their first shoots are eaten be-
roper rooting system has been

@w, why, and where this particu-
Jo started is still something of a
.The species concerned is not the
Broo-based “‘brown locust”, -which
nder constant surveillance in case
i jtbreak. This one is the so-called
33 i migratory locust™ which seldom
2 jos unless a swarm is blown soath.
: e the swarms seem to have sur-
fpri everyone by gathering locally.
.} The other species which sometimes
;threatens us is the red locust from Central
! and East Africa.
Inter-governmental co-operation

through the International Red Locust Con-

trol Service {IRLCS) brought the problem
under control during the Fifties. With few
outbreaks during the following decade,
and with a deteriorating political climate,
the TRLCS folded in 1970.

The problem .soon began to get worse
again. So a second line of defence was set
up under the auspices of Sarccus (the
Southern Africa Research Commission for
the Conservation and Utilization of the
Soil). Membership includes Malawi, Mo-
zambique, Zimbabwe, South West Africa
and the LBS countries {Lesotho, Botswana
and Swaziland).

Dr Dick Browne, who runs the Sarccus
red locust control operations from Pretor-
ia, says that poorly equipped control mea-
sures in East and Central Africa have
resulted in an increased risk of outbreaks
up there. But with help from SA, Sarccus
should experience no difficulty in contain-
ing the problem further south. Even so, he
says, swarm sitings have increased during
the 1970s.
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".. "Phe chief dltector.crops: .

."and pastures of the

~PDepartment .. o

~"Agriculture Technical Ser-

© vices, Professor S.A.

. Hulme, says crop prodic:

" tion in the years ahead
will demand *tremendous
and purposeful scientific
inputs.”

He said effective dis
gemination and applica-

R AT

- tion of. -sciantlfi_c“ knoui'-
" how would be required,

The universi
portant role to play
through training at the

T JAC VAN WYK'S FARMING P

had an im- - research and original

thinking.

Fertilisers alone ac-
counted for 30 to 36 per
cent of the production
costs of malze, It was es
sential therefore that the
emghasls fell firsfly on
cultivars that used plant
nutrient elements more
efficiently, were more
tolerant to soil acidity and
the accompanying aspects
of trace-element deficien-
eles and toxicity, as well ag
those which were more
resistant to pests and dis-
ease. e

attention would haveto be
glven ta the promotion of

loloPical plant nutrient
supply and the u{take of
nutrients by plant.

Since cultivation costs
were now becoming - ex-
horbitant, the relation
between:increased ylelds

He also stressed more'

Why more science

to be borne in mind.
Professor Hulme said
we had come %0 the
crossroad where multi-
discipliniary inputs were
essential = for an
agricultural break-
through, Greater stien-
tifie inputs. were
necessary to promote crop
grodu.ct on and -such-a

reakthrough was-a prere-
ulgite to further

AGE

The wealth of unused
available technology.an
the need for new
technology were of
primary concern.

There was, Professor
Hulme sald, th

.an. urgent gisest; to be in-
itiated for new,additional
technology,which

used during tne lattel
_of the present decadenif
" erop production were,:to
meet these challenges.

nooded on land

cuitivars would also have

e need for .

hicould be |
latter half |

through” improved
L

evelopment.

it 1 A A P13 LS




THE: op,mthaTswana gov-

: res:dent, Chief Lu«
-cas~Mangope, said at the
end that his govern-
would draw _up a new
formiula for the incorpora-
‘tion of ‘white farinlands into
Boph8ihaTswana, which

“South .African Government
for consnderatxon

contra-dls tion to South
’{, his -
ld not condone

it only want the
stay on the farm

wm&m -
'G‘-“ES among my ofer—

ntitas anrounced, a

-would - be-: submitted to the -

"He" saxd, that “in sharpest .

20n account of the pres-

cicwdéd people to acqiire

any available land,” ef :
Margope said, leasing '
farms to former owners
would be unrealistic and “a
politieal absurdity”.
. 'The new formula ifivolves
paying out farmers 30% of
the farm’s official valuation
efore incorporation. An-
other 80% of it would be
guaranteed if the -farmer
sold ont within five years.

Farmers could remnain
South African citizens,
while qualifying for all fi-
nancial and technical aid of-
fered by BophathiTswana.

. Other incentives would be
the absence of general sales
tax and BophuthaTswana s
lewer income fax rates. -

- Chiéf Mangope said, how-
ever, he eventually. wanted

mately the ma]onty stake
— in the state’s economy.

Subject......... E mNOMl(SIH ..............................

WN

300K

< Ao see: BoplmthaTswanan i

{to be copied from the heading on the Examination Paper)

PAPET NO . e L e e s s e e s

(to be copied from the heading on the Examination Paper)

EVERY CANDIDATE MUST enter in
column (1) the number of each question
answered (in the order in which it has
been answered); leave columns (2} and
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purchased as they are used.

The alfernative is to appiroach Escom
directly. When scom erects the line, the
farmer is not even given the oppottunity
of paving for it ontright. Instead he musi
conmmil hinwel! and his succossors to rav
a monthiv fine charge (repistered against
the proportvs in perpetuity. The monthle
charge. which can row rum o hundreds
of rands a month, is aften exhorbitant far
a farmer who myay aeed power ~nly for his
farnihonse and warkshon,

Heaee tha nember of farmers who stifl
use oil-guzzling lighting planis and diesoel
o petral povrered sintionaey engines when
eleetricity conld Binve heen cheaper.
Henee, atso, the anpre resa'ations at agri-
cullural enngresses,

Comforts of life
Until quite recently the domestic and

nation:l inconvenience of farms withoat -

miing power enifd he favghed off by the
governmient and {olorated by the jpedivid-
uals cancerned. ot fimes hove ehanged.
The ahsence af electriciiv in remote rural
areas 15 now pndonhtedlbs g significant
eomtribuiors cavse of rersl depapulation.
Farm managers. and more o neeialle
their wives, are refnsing to aecopt gnbg
where thev can't hove the normai com-
forts of lite. ¥ome farmers, who haven ¢
got electnicity and who can't afford diese!
at dodav's priees. haee stopned rrigiting
and opted dor mere oxvicnsive farming
svetems. And now there is the pravien of
secrity and the fear ot teprrorism, All
Farmers koow that in Rbadecin it g ihe
unlit farms and the onos withy sgmiteh-
offables Jighting plants that wppe at-
tacked, I terrorsyn esealatos it wilt he
the Lirms withont nunms eloctrictty thet
will be ahandoned first

Four things necd ta ho done hofare it ig
ton late:

Firstlv, Feenm needs o he relieved of
s monopolt powers in orral areas. At
present it s illesal for a farmer in sener-
ate more thyn 15 kW of electricits on his
own propeyrty gnd iflegal for him {n gell
power to o neizhhorr, This role deprives
many melivichnie of clectricifv altagother,
it deprives tha rural areas of cmpiovnient
and st weans that ol of fossi) fuels are
watled where emall seale Yvdro-eleetrie
power wanlid beoverv mach cheaner,

Fecopdiv, Feeriny st altar rurat en-
operatives and privite concorns the right
to huy electrictte m b and retadl itoon
whatever terms the bseal eomnimities
find aceeptable. Thig is how elociricie ig
sapplied 1o hmnidreds of thowsamis of
Armeriean farmers.

Thirdly i the aet stands in the wav, the

aet must he changed,

Fourthiy, fo compensate for ihe damape
it has dape in ihe past. the govermment
should he proparved 1o subsidise roral elee-
tricity supplics in the ferest of security,
national el eeanmny tnd rurat re-popaia-

tan: Whitever il deewdes, government
Must acet seon,

ren uidhe

FARM ELECTRICITY (ﬁk\%
L3

Eoccom’s unfairnoca

The majority of farmers heliove ihat hew
are dthe vctims of Joseons dicerimination,
Year afer vear the fonic is aired o
agrienlteral congresses, Thoned (he word-
ing of {heir cmmplaints chaneos
the response thev gnt i ylvwavs 1he
Frovm doesns diserininate moainat ap
m vaur of anvhodv, (e e 1ol The

y
! i
;
i - :
: i
i
H
H
¥
H - :

Facom. . .toobinfar
farmars

Flectricity Act of 1958 stipulates that no
consimer shonld he subsidized at the ex-
pense of anyv olher eonsumer, and that
Escom must stick rigidiv to the rules that
wore laid down for it

Then why are Parm eleetricity hills so
high” And whe do Tarmers buve 19 com-
mit themeelves to hoity Ype charges that
will contines nte perpetuity wien prhan
conammers ean be connected 1o mains
clectricity withent maling a =imilar con-
mitment

‘the ymmmedinie repiv o is that farmers
are expensive to ferve beeanse they need
miles of e and nse precions Jitte power
when 3t sz mstailed, Maeh farm st nay
Tor ate ewn supnlv, and the anly wiay 1o
giirantee (hat 0 i mnake farm easiomers
o for ihe Tve andd the enrrenpt sepoato-
Iy,

That sonne

= fair eneagh in principis and

[EN

TRUPY T

LA LIEFL R REe

aostrrehiforeard eomsnereial
safgeel ta camnaiition and
all 1he roarmsl commanrrind’ disviplines,
Uit et Feegm o8 astalmtory hody
Wit menerabe povera And heesnen it hag
sosred felf up to whatee e eleciriedy {o
Povee urbogn, mng and gt eon-
saiher than smmdl widely dis-
rersod puysd ones tie avers o0 Lyee q

crve o wlen Ahes regnptain of diserimipg-
Trom,

BRIIEN KA

Cambersomn
With tewr donzen enormons power sta-
HITL T mvestinent of 16 hillion,
Freeom e siapde fon byg and etn ey come
T proviile o eennmmie relail sereien (o
<V rastoryer i need of
oG S Llameatts ot fiie pether enid
of v dr el Dheer 100 of Feeoms
besaie srecominted By by 190 fmrge enn-
S By eomnyivon, alt 40 0% fqrm
woors alrendy comnected b fitfle mape
cloetricns vy vesr thayn a hig mine nseg
o myth,
In et s arens Feenm hag roeagnised
st i better omningeed 19 e a wholeealo
oo than o petaler 1t 4R

LIRS I TH

£ ptentn

refore ool elee-
! pal amtlinrifieg
whieh, in tern finanen wnrf anergte thopr
vy retad divtrihtion nes el The 1=
et es ol e 1helr cretaniees e -
oy tha Yol poeeers oo 10 {Tpgg
sibeidien e el o Yearbidden b Joeenm
anrd (g armer clienta, g
rethans e rule rather iban the rxerntion
m don,

This mhees

ity g Ptk to the iann

Toel

Tare it

e I a nmber of annma-
L frmers, Tiving elose to
e prmieieeditiog, by fhear elaet rie.
: antoon terme
crent from theve Jevied

living farther
resnents with
Thig
et of o v s wliieh
e extend dac fiva o even o1y fipures s ar
Frtnleente tn ho poid off ever a fived
in finanea the eansctrne-
the Tine. Therenfler, nnits are

T Srope In
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1l s

o enter inta
eir oo

T - - 1, -
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iy ennetiopg
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voriod py aepeee
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might indeed he penuinely fair if only
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policies still encourage the former to con-
tinue growing, and to expand beyond their
managerial capabilities, Meanwhile, in
bidding against each ether for a limited
supply of land, they combine io shai
newcomers ol of the industry altogether,
and raise farm prices beyond the reach of
their neighbours who have vet to exhaust
the economies of scale. '

Contrary {o popular belief, farmers do
pay taxes. Allhough ii is true that they
have been allowed wide loopholes, they
still have i{o comtent themseives with a
humble annual income ov go through the
most amazing gyrations if they want fo
clamber through the net unscathed.

But therein lHes a difference between
town and country. For one reason or
anoiher the proverhial “disincentive o

- industry” seems to come inio operation

earlier and manifest iiself more acutely in
the farm business. So a lot of farmers do
go ihrangh these gyrations or learn io fake
things easy. YWhereas an indusirialist will
vield a third or even half of his incorae in
taxes without being deflected from his
mmdustry, the farmer tends to opt out or
take off in a new direction instead. He can
either sit back and take things casy or
expand his way ouf of the Receiver's
reach.

Consider firsi the ease of sitiing back.
With house, milk, meat, vegetahies, motor
cars and domestic servants thrown in with
the job, the {ypical family farmer has no
need for heavy cash drawings. The rustic
doesn’t have {o commuie expensively o
work or display himself in naity clothes
when he gets there.

Look next, and more critically, at the
alternative of expansion. For every sqitire
content to rest upon his economic lanrels,
South Afriea can prohably boast two or
three who want their family fertunes to
Erow as iasi as their fertilised erops and

"{ best fed animals.

Rost of the tax comcessions and loop-

'UNIVERSITY O
EXAMINATION

) "f." FARM mxé/ S/ 39

| Is it fair?
FC APE é&ltho'ugh‘ several ec

f""“*‘-‘-‘cl
P

onomic studies have ATE MUST enter in

emonstrated that big farms are less effi. Nber of each. qugstion
ANSWI cient than medium-sized ones, Sa’s tay order in which it has

holes which are purposelv left open for
farmers, are meant fo encourage this
latfer group to expand by stabilising their
incomes and helping them to recycle prof-
its back into their farms.

By pretending thai he thinks they are
worth only R40 instead of B200, the Re-
ceiver allows ihe stock farmer fo hide
R250 every time he adds another cow o
his breeding herd. ‘

By averting his eves when a farmer
fails to attach any value to gmw;ng orons,
consumable siores and inventories of raw
materials, the Receiver aids and abels the
bioke who plants more crops each year,
the one who establishes new orchards or
forest planiations, the one who huilds up a
fodder baok’ and the one who buys his
fertiiiser a vear in advance.

Avoiding diselasore

By allowing a farmer to write off the.

total cost of pew machinery in the vear of
purchase, ke is most genevous fo the big
crop farmer who wanis fo replace hand
Iabour and accelerate into the 21st Cen-
tury. By treating capital expenditure on
fixed improvements as though i was a
ronning cost, he eggs on the livesiock
farmer who wanis to emulate Rainbow
Chickens.

But each of these concessions is of only
temporary value in sheltering the farmer
who doesn’t continue to expand. One can't
accumulate fodder baoks and stecks of
fertiliser indefinitely. There is a limit to
the number of animals that can be held on
one farm. Mohody wants o replace all his
cquipment two years remning. So the tax
avoider soon reaches a stage where he
must purchase move land to aveid disclos-
ing the procrastinated profiis that lie hid-
den beneath the paper work,

Already overcapitalised in sigek, stores
and machinery, he has litile difficuliy in
finding the wherewithal to stock and oper-
ate a second farm. His cxisting one pro-

7 (Giblank.

_leave columns (2) and

—_—

T T——

vides ideal collateral. And the agreeable
Receiver, who would pounce on any in-
cofnie paid in partial compensation for the
declining value of a positive bank balance,
is ever eager to allow outflowing interest
as a deductible expense.

Thus ihe prudent and suceessful farmer
is encouraged ic horrow depreciating
money to acquire more appreciating Jand.
And since high oniput farming is a man-
agement iniensive business, he generally
becomes a less efficient farmer to boot.

The fact that 47 008 independent farms
have been absorhed into larger units in the
last 36 years is noi catively due io the
errors and omissions of successive Minis-
ters of Finance. Bui tax policies and
inflation deserve a large share of the
blame. It is almost enfirely due fo these
that the land in question has gravitated
into the hands of 2 few thousand big and
ageing landholders when, for the henefit
and secyrity of the counfry as a whole, it
would have been better if more of it-had
been ocenpied by smaller fry,

tnfortunately these are not problems
that can be solved by changes in the
provisions for inenme tax alone. A higher
rate of income tax or a closing of loop-
hinles wonld destroy incentive and deflert
a Iot of farmers from iabour intensive
eaterprises which are only just worth the
candle at the moment. Lower taxes, in an
inflationary world, wounld pui more funds
into the acquisitive hands of the largest
landholders.

H is for this reason that some of our
agriculiural economists have been taking
a fresh ook as property taxes. A land or
site value, {ax, levied on the reatal value
of agricalMural property, would seem io
offer several advaniages if it could be
substitnted for, or partially replace, in-
come {ax for farmers. By hilting every
Iandowner, it would stop {he idle from
resting on their lanvels and tying up a
good deal of onr agrienltural potential in
the process. It would ensure that only the
genuinely efficient conld continue to ex-
pand. It would shake umproductive land
ont of the hands of the idle rich into those
of the indusirious poor and encourage the
former io lease prodnctive land {o the
Iatter to reepup the toxes ihrough rent. Tt
wotld help to keep property prices within
reach of the young agriculiural graduates
who ought to be popuiating the platteland.
It would help alleviate rural unemploy-
ment by dissuading farmers from buying
expensive new machinery that they really
don’'t need. What's more, it would he

easier to collect and impossible to avoid.

nd to possible exclusion from the

Vervaardig in Suid-Afrika
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overstocking  improves

-aziers who occupies it

Within limits,

much lower than the besl stoeking rate™
from the short run view of cach of the

El

>
§

iheir own interests [rom: thase of the

comuonmity al large.

the veld, is

¢ rale, in terms of

The optimum stockin ‘
the long ran productivily ol

B

"The underlying reasgon is that individual

farmers are operaling in a legal and

first attempted to stem it in the 1940s;
ceonomic environoient which diverces

gt

Drought dlsaste

|

whole of that area is overstocked and

_overgrazed. Moreover, this is not a one
_year phenomenon which can be forgotten
" as soon as the dreught is broken. '

In the shori-term, the owners of the

- animals will lose valued assets and some o

will be forced to move with the remnants

. of their herds to find enough drinking

water and dry roughage to keep them

. alive. Yet in the longer rifn, the ecologieal
. consequences of soil erosion are more-

t disturbing. Scientists have calculated that -

as mary as 400m tons of seil are washed .
down our rivers in an average vear. When

. heavy rains follow a prolonged drought,-

the loss is even greater.

Anyone who flies over the patch'.sork of
black and white farmed areas in the
eastern half of southern Africa can see for
himself that, although white landowners
are not blameless, the homelands and

.reserves are the worst affected.

* Stodies -show that different rivers can
transport anything from 100 to 600 tons of
soil a year per square kilometre of caich-

: ment area. The Umkomaas' River, for -
i example, is estimated fo carry away no
. less than 7,5t of soil each day during the

‘rainy months of February and March

- from every square kilometre of ifs badly
) overgrazed catchment area.

'HOMELAND FARM’NGm

fndividual estimates suggest th any

j as 150 000 catfle will die in KwaZulu this

winter as a result of the dronght. That

. represents more fhan one beast in 10 out
" of a total count put at 1,43m. Comparable

numbers of animals couid be doomed in
other homelands and independent states.
© In trying to keep their legs pointing in
the right direction, roughly 3,5m head of
catile, 3,5m sheep and 3m goats compete
for a sparse supply of grazing in those
4 parts of SA and its erstwhile homelands

: that are farmed by blacks. Almost the

Downstream the same eroded soil adds

1o”a second. ecological nightmare. River

estuarles and dams are being silted up at
dni “alarming rate, to the detriment of fish
(whic¢h forfeit their breeding grounds) and

a‘ the ‘Department of Water Affairs (which
lo

ses storage capacity). Silting is such a
problem on the Caledon River, for in-
stance, that one third of the capacity of
the Welgedacht Dam was lost only three
years after it had been built.

Stock farmers, and particularly black
stock farmers, ought to keep fewel ani-
mals. Everybody knows that. Yet, in spite
of half a century’s worth of exhoriation,
subsidies, prosecutions and cajoling, the
majority are in no better mood for de-
stocking than they were when the agricul-
tural scientists first took nofice of the
problem in the 1920s and the authorities

‘879




| Morerelicf
- sheep Farm

in drought area.f

ADDITIONAL relief ‘mbasures
for sheep farmers in dronght
"stricken areas of- the Cape
Province were announced’
yesterday by fhe Minister of"
Agriculture, Mr Bendnk
Scheeman.

" *The assmtance 1s a:.med at-
enahlmg small stock farmers fo
-retain a greater percentage of

S vinda, Carnarven, Clanwiiliam,. :

.cided to increase the subsmly by
‘60 percent or -R1,80 per head
-per -month" in the declared } - . .-
disaster areas which at present
“‘comprise the maglsterml dis- -
tricts _of Beaufort-West, Cal- —

Fraserhurg, Kenhardt (includ-"
ing ' Pofadder),’ Lamgsburg'
. bwards 3 and ¢}, Namaqualand A

| young breeding stock in their . Prince Albert (wards 3, 4 and
_floeks.and also places greater?” 5), Sutherland; Vanthynsdorp,
" emphasis on. the recovery and’ Vredendal (wards 3, 7, 8 and 9),

*{. conservation of - the veld,” he .
said in'a press release. - .
Existing -relief mieasures
were being extended -and’.
adapted from June L. .
.} “H has been decided- to apply -
“the scheme in all-the listed
. pasturage  distress_areas, to

| “breeding stock oly, mstead of

C-¥+ Farmers in.the

Vlctona West and W;lhston ’ S

ahovementioned disaster areas, .
who do.not avail themselves of
the loan. scheme also quallfy
for the higher subsidy. =

*If is-hoped that the addi- T
tional" relief -measures . will
place sheep . farmers in- the

on -all stock’ units, but to in-" ‘droughi-siricken areas in a
crease the maximum number . betfer position fo recover finan-
. which thus qualifies. from 1000 . cially -after- the .drought con-,
to'1 200 breeding stock unifs. ~ .’ ditions have. come Lo an end .

In addmon 1t has heen de— - Sapa
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7 BOUTH AFRICAN wool pro-

duetion in the 197380 market-
ing season — September to
June — rose 700 008 kg to
99 500 000 kg from 98 800 000 kg
in 1978-79 in spite of the effects
of ome of the most devastating
droughts this century in wogl-
growing areas, says the Wosl

The drought continues in
large paris of the principal pro-
duciion aress.

Al distriets to the west of
the Cape Town-Johannesburg
railway line last bad geod rains
in April 1977. Major growing
areas in this region are Cal-
viniz, Sutherland, Fraserburg
and Beaufort West.

Indications are that drought
is also spreading to districts
east of the railway line, the
exzstern parts of the Kargo,
Cape Midlands and along the
coast frem Plettenberg Bay to
Natal, he says.

Last month, a Wool Board
spokesman sald the effects of
the drought would oxnly hecome
fully apparent next season.

Xr Van Wyk says that at this

hoped for is vnchanged output
in 1980-81, but much depends en
whether raia falls in the com-
ing roonths.

The 1979-80 season’s produc-

inate of 180 600 000 kg in April,
and this was mainly atiribui-
able to the drought.

The 1979-30 season ended Iast
week with A total 93 900 009 kg
of producers’ wool scld at auc-
tions compared with 91 460 000
kg in the previous season.
Average clean sale price was
* ge a kg — 11i% up from
2neC @ kg in 1878-73.

Mr Van Wyk says demand,
the strengthening of the rand
and an inecrease in the forward

of the most important factors,
which particularly in the latier
part of the season, exerted an
adverse influence on the mar-
ket trend.

However, the value of the
clip sheuld exeeed R200-million
against R181 400 000 in the pre-
vious year, The final figure will
he available shortly.

Carryover stocks at the end
of the season totalled 54 780
bales — down from 68 764 bales
the previous seasen.

| Board’s marketing director, Mr
Jan van Wyk. '

b 't:)?d

Compulsory sheep dipping
significantly affected the shear-

ing pattern in the 197%-80 sea- |

s01.

The average pereentage of
wool sold at auction in 197980
Tese to 97,88% from 94,97% in
i978-79.

The first sale of the 193081
season will be held in Port
Elizabeth on September 4, and
the last in Durban on June 4
next year, — Ranter.

tion was down from an esti- !

doilar discount rate were some

stage the best that can be’




)} SOUTH African cohsumers — : |

i} among the most pampered m F.
the Wesiern world-— are un-; *
aware of, or are indifferent to, .;
the massive problems confront- T
{ ing farmers, o

This, according to:the presi- - - .
dent of the South African Agri-  © ]
cultural Union, Mr-Jasp Wil- . e .
kens, is the wiew [0F probablys.. i
the vast majority of South Afri- @
can farmers.

Mr Wilkens says the prob-
lems which include disastrous,
unpredictable droughts, a cost
spiral unmatched in any other
sector of the economy, and a
risk factor which would be un- -
i| acceptable in commerce and
industry, will run_the country
into food shortages before the
end of the century unless farm-
ers are paid prices which en-
courage production.

Mzinly because of the shrink-
ing profits from farming the
number of farmers has de-
.creased from am estimated
106 000 in 1960 to about 70 000
today, aceording to agricultural
economists

ing in South Africa in the year
2 000 will be hungry.

To double food production —
. { because this is what 50-million
. | people will mean — by the end . ‘
" | of the century new methods of their numbers..
production and culfivars will Dr Jacobs says the small
have to be exploited. farmier is disappear-
- Economists point out
South Africa

available is shrinking,

Expansion of wrban areas,
mining development, the con-
;struction of new highways and,
iparticuiarly, the purchase of -
:land fo eonsolidate the black
homelands” is_eroding. the land
. available for fdod production.

Agriculiural expadsion, the
‘gglonolpistg'say{ﬁmgt, be verti-

small profit margins,

A commen criticism from
conisumer organisations is that
there i3 a lack of proper plan-

Dr Jacobs points ont, howev-
er, that farmers are individuals
with strong ideas of their own
on how to use their land, and
would kiek against any system
aimed at large production plan-
ning.

{  The country has run out of
| land for horizontal develop-
i ment, ,
- And the advice of a top US
4] State nt economist, There were also almost in-
'l Dr J Meissner, is: “If you want  surmountable problems, incind-
i to raise more food, raise food ing ial, associated with
il prices.” switching o alternative erops
Speaking recently to the Soci- and in many paris of South
ety for International Develop- Africs’s farming areas there
ment, Dr Meissner said this were virtually no options.
had been shown in Argesitina, Agricultural economists
Taiwan, Korea, Kenya and point cut, too, that because of
even in China. ] Sounth Africa’s unpredictable
All found that when prices climate it was impossible to
rise, production rises follow. trim down plantings to a Ievel
i ‘ would neatly meet the
margins for farmers had the demand.
opposite effect, Dr Meissner . 'This was why in some years
stresses, " . 'huge surpluses were produced,
The chairman of the Govern- “and in others barely enough to
ment’s standing committee on - meet the local demand.
agriculture, Dr A S Jacobs, Dr Jacobs says the Depart-
said the problem boiled down to  ment of Agriculture has esti-
finding ways and 'means of mated that the average income
keeping the farmers on their of the country’s cattle farmers
farms, is about R4 000. it is obvious
therefore that 2 large section

lower income . groups farmets " importance of Soath Africa be-
will have to be fully compen- ,ingabletnemﬁnuetopmdupe
sated for inflation — not only food

production eost inflation bot
the inflation of their own fiving
costs )

surpluses. :

Dr Jacobs says it should be
‘part of the overall securi
‘strategy that the country’s

The difficulties confronting f be in a posi-
farmers, it is claimed, are re- u?anI t food prodoe-
i ing countries.

flected in the steady declmem “tion in

s not
in Sout

ty - Theriskfaptorinagriculh:re

L O (2

terials — fertilizers, fuel,
wages and the costs of farm

The vital importance of the.
industry’s being able to pro-

duce sufficient food at reason- and vehicles,

able prices for South Africa’s Typical, according to Dr Ja-

own population is obvious. cobs, is what happened in the
There are strong socio-politi- Fastérn Transvaal last year,

cal reasons for unrest in South Maize yields there feli to two

ilfri_ca whi&!;;nldbe serious- bags 2 hectare becansga‘s?f

Y aggraval bunger. drought compared with 18
There was virtually no unex- in a'year of more normal rain-

ploited farmland left, and with fall.
the consolidation of the home- This, and similar drought
lands the amount of land avail- [osses in other areas of agricul-
able for farming woold contin- ture, are crippling many farm-
ue to shrink, ers whase resources have been
Higher production would, stretehed to the limit.
ore, d on the use of Vegetable farms in the Low-
new cultivars, new production - veld have become potential di-
techniques and generally great- saster aress. The rapid in-
er efficiency ou farms. crease in transport and other
Dy Jacobs says by any stan- costs has wiped out profit mar-
dards South Africa is a poor gins, and the incentive to pro-
agricultural country with often  duce has virtually disappeared.
disastrous variations in cli-  Dr Jacobs says this is one of
mate. This year, for instance, = the country’s gravest farming
vast areas in northern Natal, lems,
“Buf although vegetable

the far Western Transvaal,
North West e and of farmers are in a particularly
the Free State suffered heavy serious potition many ofher
crop losses because of drought. farmers are surviving on the
Dr Jacobs points ont that this  brink of disaster:
is why when prices are fived “A bad drought or serious
the ability of the lowest paid crop disease could push them
consumer {0 pay is taken into over the edge.”
account. The South Africa Agricultur-
Like the losses on al Union says if an effort
surpluses, which are paid for made to limif surpluses in
by production levies, thiz fur- 2 planned production pro-
framme, consumers and the

ther minimises farmers’ in-
comes, Government would have to car-
These are some of the fac- ry the risk of paying inflated
tors confributing to the finan- prices for food imports if, be-
cial plight of farmers, and to cause of drought, the planned
the move away from the farm- crop fell below local demand.
ing i 3 For instance, the SAAU’s
Dr Jacobs says if the indys- economist, Mr B8 J Willemse,
try is to be in a position io feed points out imported grains
the country’s population of be- would cost South Africa up to
g;e&n ?;dmu;flig and :‘;g—rymﬂh'ou 0% nm:;i?}an the locat pnc:e -
y the e century, pro- Only products can
duction will have to be intensi- at_prices lower than
fed on the lintited land area the local price because of the
which can be farmed economi-
cally in South Africa.

in’ South Africa, always great,
has been intensified in recent
years by the explosive price
inflation of essentizl input ma-

Imported sirloin, for in-
stance, would cost R7 a kg
against a local price of about
R2,80, deboned meat from New
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h Africa

: African farmer has a licence to grow currency
1f the trend cggﬁ::;c alegze  along with his erops is mistaken these days. GERALD REILLY of the
million people who wil be ie. Rand Daily. Mail’s Pretoria Bureau examines the dilemma facing the

Zealand would cost R7,47 a kg
compared with R2,69 a kg Jo-
cally

According to the Department
of Agriculture’s price index,
farming cosis increased by 25%
last last season. ]

“The farmer is helpless to
compensate for these price
rises. For instance, 43% of the
estimated production "cost of
RI7 a ton for maize is for fuel.
Another 17% is for fertilizers.

“Last year fuel increased by
more than 140%.”

Mr Willemse says farmers
incomes declined 18,4% in 1975,
in 1976 by 6,6%, in 1977 it rose
by 2,2%, in 1978 it fell again by
4.3% and last year the decline
was 7,1%.

Between 1972 and 1979 farm-

-ers outstanding debts increased

from R152i-million to R2 964-
millien. In the same period
farmers indebtedness to agri-
;ﬂltgai co-ops increased by

In 1979 farmers cut from the
cousumer price of grain was
35,7%, from meat 53,5%, fats
and oils 32,3%, dairy products
and eggs 62,7%, vagetables M%
and fruit %%.

“The farmer's situation is
therefore patently precious. Kis
income is more often than not
too small to pay for the next
season’s plantings and he has io
£0 hat in the hand fo borrow
from the co-ops.

“And if his creditworthiness

has run out there he is virtually -
"dependent on Government
_charity "

Mr Willemse said it was im-
poriant that consumers should

realise that if they wanted as- -~

sured lies of hasic foods,
they w have to be prepared
to make it profitabie for farm-
ers to produce. i

“As things are at the mo-
ment, there are large numbers
of farmers on the verge of
selling out: If the trend contin-
ues it ean have disastrous con-
sequences for South Africa,”
Mr Willemse warns,

R
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EMBARGO: 17HOC OP WOENSDAG 25 JUNIE 1980

GESAMENTLIKE PERSVERKLARING DEUR SY EDELE
HENDRIK SCHOEMAN, MINISTER VAN LANDBOU EN VISSERYE
EN SY EDELE SENATOR O.P.F. HORWOOD,

MINISTER VAN FINANSIES

BYSTANDSPROGRAM AAN GRAANBOERE IN DIE SOMERREENVALGEBIED

As gevolg van die voortgesette droogte wat gedurende die 1979/80-
seisoen in sekere dele van die Weg-Transvaal, die Suidwestelike
en Noordwes-Vrystaat, Noord-Kaapland en Noord-Natal ondervind is,
het die Regering, né& verto& deur die georganiseerde landbou, en
o? aanbeveling van die Jacobskomitee, besluit om aan boere in
daardie gebiede, wat as gevolg van die droogte misoeste gehad
het, finansi&le bystand te verleen ten einde hulle in staat te
s%el om hul produksie gedurende die 1980/8l-plantseisoen voort te

sit.

Die maatre8ls behels die volgende:

1. Die rentesubsidie van 3%% per jaar wat van toepassing is
op die boere se oorlaatskulde by hul kooOperasies ten opsigte van
produksiekrediet aan hul toegestaan vir die 1978/79-seisoen,
word vir m verdere jéar, dit wil sé tot aan die einde van

Augustus 1981 verleng.

2. Die gemelde rentesubsidie word uitgebrei na oorlaatskulde
van boere by hul ko3perasies soos op 31 Augustus 1980, ten op-
sigte van produksiekrediet toegestaan vir die 1979/80-seisoen.
Dié subsidie is betaalbaar vanaf 1 September 19380 en geld tot
31 Augustus 1981.

3. Produksiekrediet, insluitende voerlenings, deur kodperasies
aan hul lede wvir die 1980/8l-seisoen, wat oor n maksimum termyn

van & jaar terugbetaalbaar sal wees.

Die voorgaande re&lings sal van toepassing wees in die volgende

landdrosdistrikte:

/2
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weecr c1al practice.

_An agncultural resoi:(rce
unit has been established

in the Eastern Cape with
the aim of promoting
resource and area
development in the

region.

The task of the unit

iwhich is_based at the

Dohne Research S$tation
involves the development
~of farming . ‘systems

‘through optlmum
rresource  planning
- systems.

In fulfilling these objec-

- 1ives the section is respon—
- sible for

The directlon. co-

ordination, .control and

© carrying out of resource

sonnei

Iatest developments in
- resource classmcatmn

\and‘ farm planning.

1 v availabieis

\3;) J'& o

Eastarn

surveys. by reglonal per-:1

| Lendmg support to the
'extenswn serivwes to -

i enhghten the farming :

| -comniunity about the

<\ Opllectihiy ‘hn%}stormg '
; source'

data. Lo—orﬁmatmg and
controlling the collection
of productior and techni-
gue norm data.

Compiling su:table

-systems, of resources

eciassification, in co-

.operation with research

and extension personnel
for the dominant f. -
systems and enterprises in

.the region. This section

wilt take the initiative in
applying these principles
to farm planning. -

Initially this policy is be-

. ing implemented on a

target area basis only, the
key area being selected so
as to be representative of
the natural resources and

“farming enterprises’ prac-
. tised in _the region..A key

is being defined.for each
of the four sub-regions,
and work has already
started on the first of
these, Dohne-Bolo. target
area, Situated in the
Stutterheim district. - This
area, the boundaries of

which have been defmed -

Cape’ farmmg

in terms of the land-type
concet, is composed of 53
farms covering an area of
25 602 ha.

Within this area soil,

vegetation, slppe and.

water cesource surveys
are to be ecarried ut at
farm level with data being
recorded of farm mosaics
of 1:19 §00.

When these surveys
have been completed,
resource units (ecotypes)
will be deseribed and
mapped and these will

‘serve as reference units

for the collection of
production and techmque
norms. The norm afnd
ecotype data will serve ‘as

.a basis for the compilation

of systems of resource-use
classification for the domi-
nant farming enierprises
and systems practised in
that area.

The recommendations
as stated here are 10}
plemented onfii

hoost

from time to fime. In this’

way a system of farming
planning will be

‘propagated that will take
the maximum possible.

cognisance of the natural

resources of the area. -

tarcget:a
and the results morutorecl

e ——
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costs of farming production scared by 26%
in 1979, while farmers’ net income rose
only 6% — the fifth vear in a row that
production cests have outpaced income.

- Trespite an average annual increase of
2.5 in oufpui, savs the SAAU. farmers’
net veal income has declined by an aver-
age 68% in each of the last five vears,

Return on capital emploved in agricalture.’

was onlv 7.3% in 1979 (7.3% was also the
average for the five vears te end-1979) as
compared with 13.5% in industry and com-
merce. And frem December 1972 Lo June
1979, agricultural debt almest doubled —
from R1521.6m (o R29%4.1m.

Tirs result of declining agricultural prof-

itabiltty will be reduced potentiat for in- |

creases in feod oniput. savs SAAU's
econornist. Johan Willemse. He argues
that as more farmers leave the land and
the seoaring cost of foel and feriiliser
discourages the use of these inpuis, pro-
duction inevitably will be affected.

A further possible consequence, Wil-
lemse warns. is that there could be a fall-
off in exports in the Eightics as the high
cost sirucinre of agriculture prices SA
gands out of werld markets. With agricul-
ture accounting for 16% of total exports in
1979 (excluding goldy, the effect on the
balance of pavments conid he consider-
aple. And in the Jonger term. with the
population projected to reach 50m by the
vear 2000, SA could become a net import-
er of fond if ouiput fails to keep pace with
growing demand.

How, therefore, is agriculiure {o cope
with the strains of a high cost structure?
Organised agriculture has long called for
the provision of more short-ferm credit,
priced at “‘reasonable” rates of interest,
say 79%.

Willemse indicates that the main prob-
lem in agriculiural financing at present is
the farmer’s shori-term cash flow. Farm-
ers have to borrow at high interest rafes
on ihe strengih of next seasen’s crop to
finance costs of production. The Land

FARMING ¢ 410
Spiralling costs \.K\,\m\%

A memorandum prepared recently by ;e
SA Agriculiural Union paints a gloomy
picture of South African agriculture. Total

Financial Mail July 4 1980
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Bank. whose total lending rose just 537%
from 1972 tn 1979, as against a rise m
onlstanding eredit over the same period of
4417 by the co-aperatives and 1297 by the
commercial banks, cowld play a much
pgreafer role in short-lerm lendings, some
coonnmists propose.

Bt an eftective long-ferm remedy, sug-
gests the SAALL lies in restraining rises in
production costs. The SAAU naturally in-
siste 1hat the burden of higher cosis of
{oodd production should nnt he horne by the
tarmer alone, as i¢ clatms is happening at
present. A slackening in eost increases in
the near {form appears untikelv, however,
in view of the istlationary cvele into
which the country scoms to be locked.

The alternative, therefore. 15 sharp and
possibly sustained rises in the prices of
food-<tuffs. This will place farming on a
sounder foeting and will avert the possibil-
ity of shortialls in local foed xupplies.
bnports of which would trigger sharp
Price rises anvway,

Of course, 1} can be argued. the agricul-
tural sector ran iiself become more effi-
cieni. Bui cost imperatives are already
weading ot the inefficient. Moreover,
greater productivity can be a two-cdged
sword as it often means fewer. larger-
sized famimng units, more ghlv mechan-
el and emploving less Tabour as farmors
gn tar Righer vields fo maximire preduc-
iron and capital investment.

Thorouglibred Brecders™ Association di-
rector Rob Brink {(formerlv agriculiural
adviser to Barclavst quotes figures show-
ing the averape investment of 1343 508 per
farming unit. i 1959 had risen {n B317 000
by 1ast wear, while the number of workers
mn agricuttural emplovment has  fallen
100 000 over the last 10 vears fo a present
dav level of 700 060 peorie. In SA_ a better
develoment strategy — as Svncom, the
high powered research group of prominent
businessmen and academics hias sugpested
=— woald be preater use of the plentiful
supply of Jahow on smaller Farming uniis.
And given the price of fuel, less emphasis
on mechadical eqmpment would be
desirable.
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CAPE TOWN. = The Himster
of Agnculture Mr Hendrik
Schoeman, said in Cape Town:
Hhat. inflation was nnthwa-
{bly one of the biggest probl:
facing, farmers, today. And it
i was: lutl.mg them hard. -

“He was opening_the first an-
ninal congress of the. Western
Cape Agricultural | Union. @ .

«“The.prices of farming req-
uisites as a group were, in 1979,
- on an average 35% hlgher than
‘two’years before.”

: While the total gross income
of farmers last year, compared
with 1978, ‘was 14%, the net
mcome was 4%, he said; -

_ ' The futire demanded bald,
ipaginative thinking in agricul-
ture; Mr Schoeinan said-

« . It also.demanded a South Af-
rican ‘agricultural industry’
wlnch vas financially : soun. N

vHe' emphasised the Govern-
ment’s standpoint that the agri-
_cultural industry should be put
ina pOSlthll {o feed the Repub-
Tie’s’ fast growing population
and also retain its important
role as . forexgn exchange

_earner.

GHA vtable, stable agnculmral
sector remains essential for.a
_sound economy.” — Sapa
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:i‘n demahd

ffor milk

e

THE _;electtiﬁcaﬁon

iy Soweto and imi
projects would create
demand for fresh

taken NOW,

. in 1§ years,
Wyk of the
Farmers’
terday.

Minister ' -of A
ng TFisheries 10
gate_ways ]
stability 1m the - dairy
_dustry, Mr van
| likely to change
\ the Iincrease in

due
Ales.

“.of the fresh
and blacks 32 percent;
milk compered with
cheese . corapared with

tion,
. use- of fresh milk
. blacks
tages.

OVERPRODUCTION

~:e)gpected :

-3

which, if action wWas not
would cause a
severe milk shortage withs
Mr D J vap
Riversdale
Union seid yes-

investix,
{0 bring mora

ill-.

an Wyk said
the' buying pattéins wers

prid

" bhlack
.spending power and facili-

" e said at the moment,
whites bhought 54 percent
milk supply

41

percent of powdered

52

pereent; and 74 percent of

18

. ¥ However, with vefrigera-
the increase in the

by

would create shor-

The Minister, Mr Hen-
 drik Schoeman, said it was

- pot - possible 1o

“the indusity

resent lest there be over-
production. I the Cape,
a8y

for- instance. there was
ot e

e .

Mr H Schoemai

18 percent surplus when
the desired surplus was 10
pércent.

Afr Jan van Vuureu,
chairman of the Milk
Board, said the wuse of
fresh milk products was
on the decline until their

current adveriising <am-
paign started. -

e added that the
R65000 spent sponsoring
the Springboks during
their current series
against the Lions had re-
sulted in nearly Ri-m
worth of TV time atone,
let atone the Press and
radio space it had got the
hoard. :

In fact, in November,
when the French side
came to South Africa, he
intended asking the Minis-
ter to allow him fo spon-
sor the Springhoks again.

——

j61/71° 2
Fewer

farmers—
| but rise in

VISR

SA

production

IN the past 10 years the number of farmers |
in South Africa has dropped by 38,8 percent
from 122000 to 77 000, yet production in-

creased by 60 percent,
culture and Fisherie

man, said yesterday.

Speaking at the Western
Province Agricultural
Union Congress in Sea
Point to a motion asking
for State assistance fo €%
pedite and streamlite
farmers® credit, Mr Schoe-
map said this would be
the trend for the fizture.

The farmer who got
praduction through using
modern Scientific and eco-
nomie methods would be
the man who got support.
Replying io & point made
by the Droposer. he said
{hat if Landbazk and Ag-

+ vicultpral Credit lean ap-

licafions were made
properly they were gram-
ted within a month,

But some farmers will
not take no for an answer.
If a man who OWes R37

loan and I tell him he has
got mo chance, he com-
plains that the hanks are
giving him problems.
Then what am 1 supposed
to do?”

“He is not 2 member ofa
union. He does mot get

e ——

2 sheep comes fo me for a ‘

the Minister of Agri-
s, Mr

Hendrik Schoe-

jnvolved with other
farmers learping from
them and the depart
ment's agricultural of-
ficers.”

INCREASES

e said that sinee
1970771 diesel eil had in-
creased from 4,9¢ to 38,6¢
a litre — an increase of
738 percent. Fertiliser in-
creased 419 percent in the
same peried while the
price of {ractors was up
239 percent.

In the same period, the
farmers’ price of milk had
climbed 248 percent, suf-
flower seed 247 percent,
maize 177 percent, and
sheep 251 percent. ‘

The reason for maize’s
smaller increase was 2
cint on the world market.
South Africa was export~
jng maize at R93
loss, he said.

OVERPRODUCTION

My  Schoeman said
there was &
gverproduce on nroduc-
tive Jand and disturb the
delicate balance of natare.
This, “he said, must be
curbed. .- -

‘Overfarming of cerfain
areas In
resulied in a weakening of
the soil, [

fare.

The Government’s atti-
4ude to farmers was that
the agvicultural industry

maintain  its jmportant
role as an earmer of
foreign currency.

And it was important

{from an agricuitural ‘and
strategic
that - farmers ‘wWere kept

happy and on-their farms.

tendency to |
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the country. had ;

" ang; consg-
quentiy, the farmer’s welz |

poidt of view |




heap bull’
cheap DU

CAPE TOWN. — Co-operatives
could oy elertricity in hulk
fromy Fecom. but befere doing
g0, must en=ure thal everyone
in the district would be pre-

pared to v from them. an
| I2ecom spokrsman satd
vestorday.

fie to'd delegates at the

| Western ape ApresHoral {em-
"gress an Cope Town that 1e-
jeom's expericnes with small
| earmrnnities was that PTOTISIAT
was soldem mada for futore

praintepance and canital expen-

diture to keep costs dovm.

:When they get into frouble.
they call on breom fo take gver

ﬁ'a%t?r%‘?ezs

f

the svstem for them.”

He was referrmg to » mo on
in which the conpress “way
asked {0 disensg the peasil
fies of elegtrieity boing b RHLIR
from Fsoom buocoor raves
apd receld to membors at A
poscihle yowrer cogd

The gntirn alen aokerd that
farmers be altnwed 17 ki
their e povier lines 1 Frenm
erecificatings

Spasking to annther matiem,
caveral spoakess €ard that 1t
veaa impossihie for voun

era. who wera alane, 1n lpavn
their farms for three monthe At
a e for border duty — Fant

w1 farm- |
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Mercury Bareau
ermaritzburg—-
al farmers are
‘ing for finaneial di-
sy if winter drags
heels through o a
spring with no rain.
is the picture which
rged from an exten-

. Mercury survey of
dught in Natal yes-

¢ area, Mount Currie,
sring about 10 percent
he_former Hast Grigq-
ind area’ {(about 24
ns) has already been
ited emergency graz-
“status by the Minister
Agriculiyre, Mr Hend-

rial district in the nor-
mally lush Natal Midlands
has applied for similar

Maize yields
Greytown area are down
50 perceni and in the
Kranzkop district they
have plunged by as much
as 80 percent.

‘he eastern section of
Mooi River magiste-

Over a wide area in
Natal streams and smaller
dams are reported by ex-
tension officers fo have
dried up and water for
stock and irrigation is at a
premium. :

Because of severe short-
age of grazing and water
many farmers throughout

PEOPLE at Shongweni buy wa

the province have_had to
reduce the size of their
herds because they will
noi be able to carry them
through a tough, dry win-
ter. '

The areas that have
been, or are about fo be,
declared emergency graz-
ing areas will receive a 75

ter fm a er.

percent rail rate rebate on
certain feeds which they

] Dabeka.
_needeq for the survival of Mr Shabalala said -
the animals. ,the Neadodo River ram

{ricts. pgrticularly the ICHest

Greytown area, the Rail- tories in Mpumalanga
ways have assisted by sit-
uating water trucks at

strategic points to help for human consump-

H the sitmation worsens

_ as additional aid the
Government will transport
stock out of the area or
otherwise subsidise the
" ecpst of feed which is

18
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fires.
During the.past four

Forced
to buy
water
from

tankers

African Affairs
Reporter
SEVERE drought
which has hit the
Shongweni area for the
past four months has
forced residents to buy
water from private
tankers charging them
up to R2 for 200¢, 25¢
for 25¢ and 60 ¢ for 50/,

Gther areas near
Shongweni which are
short of water are
Mophe!, Sanketshe and
Georgedale.

Mr Samuel Shab-
alala, a councitlor at
Shongweni, told the
Mercury yesterday that
there had been a mild
outbreak of typhoid in
the area. Some ¢ases
were treated by a mo-
bile clinic from Ewa

in the Water_short diS' thrﬂugh the dfought'

stricken area but fae-
had polluted the water
and it was net syitable

with the water supply in tion. _He e_Iaimed that
the event of veld or forest chemicals in the water
’ had killed lifestock.

Extension officers  years tankers from the
throughout the region have central Government
stressed that farmers had supplied water to
must be most vigilant to the residents but when

prevent fires. the area was taken
over by the KwaZulu

Feeds S pinib
overnment it with-
Dairy farmers are also drew the tankers.
having to buy enormous
amounts of feeds and con-
centrates’ for their: herds ::
to keep up: itk production:
which has:already slipped.
significantly. Tt
To ease the plight of the He' said many
KwaZulu peoples, ithe ~ Wwere unemployed ’
Tongaat Milling Company could noi afford to
has given a substantial
amount of food to the
KwaZuhi Government.

Allocation of the “food
would be decided’ by -the

" ernment tankers
) .- the area periodic
ther com- . but resident

A nuimber of

lApranieE-: have also promised - charged Rni8 fo

assistance. -

Yoo o tanker.



NATAL DROUGHT @
] stat
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in a critic f { -
o o)
Natal agrie e has not vet been re

duced to a critical staie by the drought,
but it could be heading towards disaster
and carrying the fortunes of 8 000" white
farmers and countless black subsistence
farmers with it.

Sugar’s misfortunes are well known and
the crop may be down by as mmech as
500 000 £ this season, but production of
milk, maize, meat and vegetables has
been affected -too. In KwaZulu, Chief
Buthelezi bas suggesied stock be disposed
of while the going is good, a reasonable
out gunite remarkable suggestion in the
circumstances. indicating just how pad
things are. :

KwaZulu’s annual caitle losses of be-
tween 80600 and 100 GO0 oni of 1.3m are
‘likely to be exceeded dhis year. The Kwa-
Zuluy Department of Agriculture has mo
figures for losses to date, but expects the
worst from now onwards, due to shortage
of grazing and water.

Professor Lawrence Schlemmer, head
& the centre for applied social science at
Natal University, lists buman starvation
and malnutrition, lawlessness and harsh
veprisals -for theft of food and stock,
disease, overcrowding, and ever longe?
walks to fetch water among the effects of
the drought in KwaZulu. -':-'

Although the general picture is bleak,

there are surprising exceptions. The De-
partment of Agricultural Technical Ser-
viees at Cedara notes that maize yields at
BDundee and Bergville are 20% better than
last year's good crop, but at Greyiown,
they are down 350%, with some highly
localised exceptions where yields are ac-
tually up.

The dronght acfually began last som-
mer, says Natal Agricsltural Union secre-
fary Alwyn Bischoff. “Natal is well
served by 41 rivers and streams which
allow water to be drawn off for irrigation,
bui at the end of summer, the flow was
only 8% of normal for the time of the
% in other words, they were as dry as

ey would normally be at the end of
winter.

*There is also a livestock drinking prob-
lem and many villages and towns relying
on the rivers are in trouble. Some farmers
have had to buy large water tankers, such
as the ponltry farmer at Richmend, who is
trying to keep 60 000 birds alive.

*“There are stock farmers who believe it
is too expensive io augment fodder sup-
plies and ihat it is better to depopulate
stock. This premature marketing merely
creates shortages later on.

“Drought has increased the debt bur-
den. Farmers have had to borrow to buy
winter feed and where their crops have
been lost, it means the money they have
spent on fertiliser has also gone down the
drain. Then there is the exceptionally high
fire hazard. In present conditions, normal
firebreaks would probably be ineffective.

“The biggest problem area which could
become a real disaster would be for the
early summer rains to arrive late again.”

Rain cannot reasonably be ezpected be-
fore September or October and as the
water table is already low, an nnusually
hard, dry winter lies ahead.

A- spokésman for the Depariment of
Agriculteral Technical Services in Matal
considers the drought to be worse than
that of 1967.

Manithy - -
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Own Correspondent
CAPE TOWN — Large
areas of the droughé
stricken South Western
Cape had been declared
emergency grazing areas,
and Ladismith and Oudis-

LR 3

GENERAL NEWS

hoorn have applied fo be-.

declared disaster areas.

Dams are dry and
farmers - are transporting
water bought from Oudis-

hoorn municipalify to.
their ‘farms for labourers

. and animals.

- agricultural

Some hm cut their
ostrich ‘herds to a° half
and even a quarter, keep-
ing just encugh breeding
stock to restart should the
drought break. - .

An - official of the Iocal
technical ser-
vices office’ said today the

situation was deteriorating.
in the  Ladismith, Calitz- .

dorp ahd ©Oudtshoomn aress.-

Farmers in Unfon-

dale, Touws River and
George. were also serfously.

affected. *The wlmle of

X0,
emergency face starvation

Own Correspondent

DURBAN -- Desolation
and despair met two
North Coast families, who
are organising a feod re-
Hef scheme, wheén they
iravelled to famine-struck
Msinga in kwaZulu at the
weekend. -

On foot, kilométru

beyond the nearest road-
head, with donkeys carry-

-ing panniers of mealie-

meal and other essential
foods, they met peasants

- who were at starvation

point.

“We gave out some- of
the food on the spot to
desperate cases,” Mrs Bev
Getkate, one of the co-
founders of the private
distribution preject,
revealed today.

Mr and Mrs Len Waller,
accompanied by Mrs Geb-
kate and  her”
Miles, - 2l Tongaat. sugar

- farmers, took a truckload
_of foodstuffs #o ‘Mr Neil -
Aleock’s erpenmental

farming project in the
Msinga area of the Tugela

. dams

husband,
8 reservon‘ dam.

fo roturn fo Msinga in &
fortnight's time with an-
other truckload of food. '

They hope to act in- .
dependently of the -
drought relief fund set up °
by the Red Cross and the
Sunday Tribune. - N

The news that farmers 5
are starting to build small
to capture the .
hoped-for spring rains is
part of the overall pattern °
in kwaZulu. '

At Msinga the church !
agricultural project is un- !
dertaking a new irrigation :
scheme, diverting the

- Tugela River to smallhold- -

ings.

M.rs Creina Alcock szid
that men, women and -
children: were working &
fogether, asing sledgeham- '
mers, picks and shovels fo
chip a furrow out of rock °
to lay pipelines and build -

“The people are wurk-
ing wx%mut payment but

v

"'CAP is trying to raise .
funds to provide workers

with a bag of mealie meal

the Liitle Xaroo is zﬁee— valley on Saturday. for 30 days’ work,” Mrs ’
ted, he s2id. The two couples intend  Alcock sajd. ‘
TooaeT LIt R - Mg TN ey S el — ”-“'l‘l"-"\\é‘%

w
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( LARGE parfs.
19

stricken

Oudishoorn - —o.
plied to he declared disag.
terareas. L

- TIcrigation -
~4reas are dry and if thé
i current . Weather' ' pattern

of drought.
‘Western

' hoorn municipality

dams in the -

e i

" ously affected.

- confinwes, the 'situaﬁon
-ould become desperare,

Farmers 37 buying
water from the Oudis
and
.tl‘ansparting it to their
farms their
-labourereyg and livestoel,
" Some claim they have
Cut their ostrien herds to
hair keeping just enough
breeding stock . to t
should the drought break,

An officiat of the local -

erieul

EMPTY

dale, Touws River ang

| George areas are also serj-
; ' ‘It fact,
“the’ whole of the Little
Karoo is affected,’ the
spokesman saiq,

"Of 11 Irrigation dams jn
the Litile Karopn, 10 were
empty,

——r——

Severe loss .of autumn
lambs in the Ladismith
“area,  and;. becayse of the
ewes® condition, the Spring
Yamb CIOp ‘Was expected io
be very poor. ] :

sources. :

g -'I'hg""\ai‘eé;*s, Tormal win.
ter- faing should be in
the region of 110 to 13p
They have had less

combined with
BoOr  sumnier
bas  causeq the
sitnatign which
SIS say wijl
cost the country 5 fortune
In foreisp Currency next
season. i

This,
equaliy
Tains,
Dresent
ostri

Fél"mers_ in the Union. :

' Th'ere' ‘had been 3 .

- drought

%han half thae amount sp
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ANANA farmers o’ the

lower: South Coast fear
thef‘g; Wil be paid “inad-
equate:; ompensation by.
the;

propriated for the new “ca-
i ;ﬁighway— from South-

SIN.
" prdomto the Transkel
porderiat Porl Edward.

Gie farmer who.
clafined” compensation of"
R900 for -an- estimated

s0tons of sugar cane cut

‘the surveyors 1é--

f}iaut;;:six' farmers will

’ mad,' and it is

vince for land ex- . -
] _ meeting bétween farmers,

officials of the Natal

" Roads’ Department and

_the surveyors at Marina -
- Beach,on Tuesday.

‘seriously affected .by

1at a valuator

The Natal Mercury, Thursday, July 24, 1990

with' little experience of
estimating the worth of

“specialist banana farms- -
" will -be- appointed by the

Provinee.
Feelings ran high at a

oy

Coast Banana Association, -

- acted gs spokesman for
° farmers. :

“He told the Mercury

- yesterday the farmers ac-

cepted that the road was

necessary, but felt they
. should-not be left worse-

off after expropriation.

" +Farmers who had used

land expropriated 30 years’

Dr Mike Skellern, chairs
"r.nan"ilf,the I:OWe[- South

ago as a
- agreed they had no claim
for compensation. The
new road would incorpo-

rate land in the reserve.
Dr Skellern said provin-
cial officials at the meet-
ing this week told farmers
that officials from the ex-

_ propriation section ‘would
** visit the area in the pext

few weeks. .

Mr Peter Miller, MPC
for South Coast, said i
was a principle of the
Compensation Act that
farmers should not be
warse off after their land
had been expropriated.

Work would start on the §

“yead in 1983, a date set be-

. fore it was known a casino 5

would be built over the
border. - N




.. By Hannes; Ferguson; -
Ea:tmiqg‘jcbrrqqundnent_(
. Sevée “drought’ in many
- aredi§" has “ruitied - produc:
I 'Hoh. of - §aple: prodicts:
{ Such as sugar, wheat

£¥ products;  Wool and

it Kis shrick
: -fegions inclu-
| Qg PATES o the wWinter
rainfall aréa of the Wes
Cibé which has 6aly
moiiths  of raiﬁ"y-;

DoseASGRdeft. - . o
Part of thé piime wheat: -
| growing area of the Wes
téth : Cape adoiing Pikét:.
bérg and Borterville' has
‘litfle ; prospéet - of ARnyy
wheat-crop this yeay,

-~

ught -

_ Récent viin has ébmpic:
ted the eéarih, préventing

‘the young wheat plints

from emierging.

Tob Iitile rain coming
too Jate in this area could:
rediice thé Whéat crop by
10 péréént, and furthep

_erdp réduétiong ecould ge-
-eur, ipn othér wheat-

BTOWInE wateas less affee
ted by thé drovzht.
Severé drbiight threaténs
to ruib "saSdr farmers in
hétn Natal, including
kwaZiilii: . :
- Faffiiéis. have to cart
dribKifig: Wate over leng
distances . and a spokes-
maw;for the kwaZulu-
Governmant - ';in.;&ﬂ’(-lmndi* ;
Py s s

S R X

i

-

- Moof Rivér distriets,

" onlye 5 fitres 4. g6 {ea;‘q':___

said THat Black Tarmers
weré éspeciaily hadd hit -
Spécial duetions of .eat- -
tle, will He held t4 énabla
hlack. farmiérs ta seli aat -
tle before they die, said

- Chiéf Biyela, of Exhowe.

kwaZulu Gﬁvem- Varn-
has allosated

The
ment

. R324nillishc for emergén-

e arought projects. ..

The drought has afés
affectéd dairy FArmers in

“.the Natal Midliwds: the

Gréytowi; Ki‘énsﬂop and

‘Rivers have dried up iw -
the normally Insh Midg:
lands. Evén the Fxaps =
RiveF is dow. running it -

aneghigible flow, .- .o:-
S Wool ‘ahid mutten

' farmefs in the céhiral and <

a5 ha&
. Earakul * palts. Thig éf& '
THE N

. Otidtshoorn,

EAStEFn parts of Natadiis:
land-Have been sevedls ki
35 ha€ the' prodiiction

1ast had #ain fwe
age. - S
Thé Saiithern Cipe and
Litile Xaroo 4réa around
‘ - Ladiswigh'®
and’ Calitzdorp ik in the':
throes of severe drought

- which ‘has rimed Tus

Shieép 1

and fruit crops as well i

e Ry

A
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THE drought m«ZquIand
s playmg ‘havoe " with
balance ;sheets as §
fbusmesses i “the area
suffer.a sharp drop in ¥
tumover. ‘ .

Them ,deshmte popula--
hon, Ewelled by
thousands ‘of unemployed
from”: droyght-siricken -
~farms!-is buying  only
. -essential; foodstuifs and
. businessmien in ' general
“'repott:, a.drop’ m tiurnover
- between'. . 20 and. 30

secretary of the, Zululand
Chamber af Com.merce,.
says-...the. . position “is-
worsemng by ihe day
: ommerelal life in

mpangeni- - — the
hardest'z hit® commercial
area e ls almost at a
standstﬂl. N

Assmtance to hard hit.
Zululand_,m aiméd at pre-
¥ hunger and. star-
nt there xs*httle'

than usual next -year be-
. cause. .of. severely dry
condmons. :

.feltr for I0ADNY Years
'beuuso fmma }uv. ar-




rips Eshowe

"Argus Certi'é'sjiqndenf “There was just nothing

; .DURBAN. — Massive  We could do “to stop jt: .

said Mr Hilarious,
-$The -while Place ix

“tinder-dry, .o )

./ 'UNDER CoNTRoL

R sinaHter fire broke out

s in': fhe. Same arpa, later,

. bt this Was soon broughf

farcng under control, . o
Hat:severaj {__e;_qa_res‘jnf' Parmers i th?

wattle plan ation,. . drought-stmckeg areas. o

' »fr@eﬁghtgfsg battled 1o Amaﬁkulu Gingindhlow

:fféﬂnm_‘in‘.ithe:'ﬁre; hut with- and - Eshowe ‘expressed

" Inminites of the fivst ajert fears  that  the windy

flames leaping - several * season; - Which has just

Metfes . high. and fammed - started could develop into
- by &3 strong i- north-west: Ahe worst fire hazarg tme

wind had devastated zp s century. |
anefield, ..

" i - Managep~ of. &he_;_ﬁrms, Fight DOW,” said one far
~MIER Hilarious; sdidtthat mer, ‘Nobddy will he
" dr 1311 his years as a: far- leaving their farms ¢y ihe
S IET; * hex had Jnol seem  pext few weeks.?

551‘*-’1‘19?59'3.-‘3‘3_1-15.?'{?75.?: i The situation hag heen
o IS always;: terrifying made worse by the vivers,
experience. -to Sed. 4 fire 0

unaway. fires . ripped -
‘thro gh ér? 'qn;gf'_ :

4 0 oee A Guce. formed mapy.
out of control, One 3 pad firebreaks, bnt ape
. Bever: sure -Where it 1jg now meretrickles,

" 29Ing! next, eSpecially fn T e

- €itieals drought APPLICATIONS
T Spokesman for the

i ",-4:'-1." o i :
ve firefighters, ‘several. - un Growers’ Association

9" whom:were i overcome - coq they . had Teceived a
by. “fumeg; . Tnanaged: " to. fleod - of ~applications  fop

- confain the- fire’ b -fire insufanpe from far-
‘eould leap: the:. § TMeIS. in the drought-
1o Esh Plagued Zululang ‘areas.

: ‘It is an €xiremely wor-
I;Shudder” rying time for these
think “what “conld- have  farmers? he Said. Thejr
. Kai '_'Ell_e.d”"lf_sgidiﬁrN.-Hi]aria biggest fear ig that they
Lous.; Tt " would certainly  could get fires afier the
‘have ‘laid bare ‘thovsands mills shut gowy in Qe
"t 0f heotares of sugarcane-  tober. .
23, However, ng Sooner had *Bven if it is in Inature
~ the teain of 30 -,ﬁ:eﬂg_hters o gane, there- twiff be no
Jstamped -out, “the " Jast - hope of having it
*‘_‘sm_o_uldering;ejndqrsa than . processeg. I really doms
= another fire: rted in & know what they gre going
nearbx‘watﬂe‘pia‘ntaﬁon.- te dod

w

.. We.are all very Jittery
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Farmers
want
drastic

3 anti-crime

».‘

measure

The Natal Mercury, Wednesday, July 30, 1980
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Mercury Reporter

LADYSMITH—Stock theft should be declared an act of ,

terrorism and farmers should be empowered to shoot
thieves — whether black or white — caught red-handed
stealing stock, said Mr Oscar Hartung, & prominent
Northern Natal farmer, yesterday. _ ‘

Drastic measures were imperative to curb E__ crime

which was now reaching epidemic proportions in many
parts: of Northern Natal, he said; - —
Mr Hartung was & victim of stock thieves who stole 20
of his sheep recently. He estimates his loss at R1.000
because the stolen stock included several stud ewes
which he had bought only recently in Bloemfontein at

R100 jeach. The' culprits were not caught, He farms:
* 20%m from KwaZulu.. e T v

thieves’ demand

¥ .

Thieves cut fences on farms or undid droppers and
used motor vehicles to load the -stolen stock. Mr
Hartung also lost two blesbok within a week which he
had purchased for R150. First the ewe was hunted down -

. by dogs, and days later the ram was also killed.

“These are just a few among many cases. White farm-
ers are looked upon to provide the food for the nation as
well as black nations in Africa but they are being crip-
pled financially by stock thet, _

‘When we face such a logs we receive no subsidy from
the Government to compensate us. We still have to face
the escalating costs of diesel fuel and other agricultural
essentials. It Is high time that stock theft should be

- lconsidered as serious a erime as any other act of terror-. .

'Ism against the country. R
— b e ‘Only in this way will

7 stock {hieves be deterred. -
Farmers must band to-
gether and demand action’
from the Government,' he
said. ,
Mr Hartung will be a
delegate from the Swart
Umfolost Farmers’ Asso-
, ciation at the Natal Agri-
. | cultural Union congress in
_ September and he intends
to ralse the stock theft is-
sue there. .




. Md’m& .of the list soon.

Cape whichi “include -Beau-
fort West, Calvinia, Clan-
williang, ;parts of Gordonia,
Prince-Albert and - Namag-

ualand, the Department of

RlOO-nu]hon.

Agrieultural authun’tles
said that 46 maglstenaI
districts had beein de-
clared drought-stricken
ang onEﬁexally listed as
“stress zones” Officials of
the Department of Agri-
cultaral Economics and
Marketing said the
drosight was spreading
rapidly .and another 10
areas would be added to

Farmers are eligible for
Government Ipans and
“subsidies to buy fodder to

- keep -dwindling stocks of

Agricu!fural_‘ Credit and

. A rébate of 75 percent
on the’ transport of fodder
for hvestockk Has been

Natal,. ~where ".areas are  :

sheep alive: They are also
enfified to a 75 percent
rebate on the railage costs
of getting. feed to their
farms.

The only areas of the
Cape Province not in the
-siranglehold of the
drought are the Westein'
Cape and a2 section of the
sonthern Cape coastal
belt. ‘ '

Records show - that the
Karoo, Bushmanland and
Namagualand areas, which
have about - 10-million
sheep, are probably the
worst hit.

Pams are dry and river.
beds cut across the par--
ched landscape like ugly

. sears.’

Agncultural extension
officers in many areas say
" that boreholes have dned
up for the first time “in
history and farmers " are
béing foréed ‘o cart waier
~from nelghbounng dis-
tricts’ to" keep thelr stock
ahve .

HAVOC )
The water ‘level in the.

. Orange River — lifeline

suff&rlyg. .. -seasomal -
drought. $ee -
APPLICA’!‘ION

These mclude - Ceres,
Fort’ Beaufort, East Lon-
don; :, Prieska, Worcester
and parts of Oudtshoom
and George in the Cape
— and?in. the Free State,

Bloemfontein, ... Bratdfort,
i-“Bultfonteinis eelsmgﬁan__'

Fau.r&m.lt‘h: e

In some areas, such as
Sillowmore, Lynsburg and
Britstown, farmers quali-
fied not only for a rebate
on transport, but a lean
of R2 a small stock unit
which is subsidised up o
50 percent by the Govern-
ment. -

The spokeésman said
more districts in the Cape
and Orange Free Siate

. had asked fo be declared

drought ’ stricken, and ap-
plications for aid had also

come from Mooiriver in

Natal.

‘A spokesman for the
Weather Buream said
Natal had less than 8@
percent of Its normal rain-
fall over the Ilast year-
-and many of the drought-
stricken areas had less
than 60 percent. -

In the  Transvaal,
however, some gareas had
120 percent of normal
rainfall,

The seed maize erop in
Natal bhas noi been badly
affected because the rain
that did fall came at the
right time for crops, but
heavy frosts, together
with hail and the drought,
have taken thelr toll of
the sugar cane.

i

of the and Northern Cape

"— ‘i’ 3 ‘mere trickle in

spme areas and 10 dis
iricts in the neighbouring
"Free State have been 1is-
" {ad as “disaster zones.”
‘Vice-chairman of ithe
South " African Agricultu-
ral “Umon; Mr -Kobus
oostes: f;;' .mtsl.enh.,ﬁ;
mtemewf“' omFhiss

near Upington that many-
drought-hit areas had
their last rain two years
ago and the .position was
critieal

“The situation in many
districts is as bad, if not
worse, than the drought
of 1933 which caused hav-
oc and brought the South:
African farming Industty
to its knees,” he said.

Stock and production
losses would cost farmers
about R100-million, Mr
Jooste said.

The secretary of the
Cape Agricultural Unjon,
Mr Gert Bosch, said the
drought was having a
tremendous financial im-
pact on the province's
mutton and wool farmers.

“Reports indicate that it
is by far the most serious’
drought we've had in the
past few decades. It will
spell ruin for ‘many
farmers,” he said.

Rooibos tea farmers in
the Clanwilliam district
have already lost 5(
percent of their apnua
production and say the.
must have rain within th.
next three weeks if the
are to save anything.
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and Natal s
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Pletermaritzburg .  from one farm to another. §: =
Bureau The congress also wanis B
THE Natal Agriculiural  the Department of Veter:- 1. .
Union staris its annpal nary Services to grant a e
two-day cengress in licence to t{he Abattolr [ i
Durhan in September Corporation fo allow meat }; &
against a background of a to be exported from the
hold new plan designed to Cato Ridge abattoir. oz
scrap apartheid for a & See also Page § =2
more autonameous methed o -
of governing Natal and J ¢ - 7 - S N
KwaZuld, AR
The Government’s SOV R R
present land eofgolidation 2 e 5 &0
Act has long been sne of e
contention among Natal
farmers and once again
members have asked for
congress to discuss con-
solidation aud its kmplica-
ticns for farmers. x{
The plan, further details :
of which should he avail-
able in mid-August, {o free
Natai, Zuiuiand and
Kwaznlu from apartheid | |
could prove very i = 7 = - E
cantentions. o =z Z 2 <
The congress will call § = P R
on the Government to for- | = = S s
mulate and implement a | © & T T & X T =
policy to end problems | = - & & n g
faced by border farmers. I
Members also want the | . = e 22 gL i
public to be educated to | ¥ % o % 2 8 = T
the faet that they must | = 2 2 = 2 = _ - <
pay moere for their food {5 ¢ ~ 2 58 % 2 ¢ =
because farmers must be [+ = ~ & : P S
reasenably compensated {5 = = T & 2 ER
for farm produce. = Z
The congress will mge |2 ¢ = 5 & o = 7
an amendment te the 7 2 = 5 . & 35 =
Electricity Act of 1858 t0 |- 5 = & 0 = . 0k
provide mere economical .. > <= 7 4 7 . %
electrieity rates for {= &' = = = L =
farmers. ’ b SRS E R R g
There will be a move |~ = DL T LR
for the eall-up system for - .. & . ° & 7 ¢ =
farmers, after basic frais- |- = o I - & , G
ing, to be reviewed. - B I
A further eall will be | = SrEES
that the Minister of Agri-- [~ 2 - & _© & - w = 2
culture should cemsider {- ¢ % £ % o 5 - o
the initiation of a compul- {1, ~ O 2 & -~
sory natiomal public labil- . > = - - 2 Zou
ity third party insurance - oz
against fire spreading ‘_ 2
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(iii) Burning of fire breaks;

(iv) Maintenance of roads; and

(v) Clearing of culverts ang - .
waterways.,

Further, feeding programmes and feed. = -

g schemes for cattle are being under-

taken, The aim will be to safeguard the

Ciskei: drought re_linzf mea: > breeding nucleus of the national herd by’
E&d\} selecting the young breeding animals ang

*16. Mr. D. I. N. MALCOMESS asked arranging that these animals be provided
the Minister of Co-operation and Develop- with supplementary fodder at selected
ment: “U/h [+ Qe.s% hlé/g(;. poitits on a fully subsidized basis. This
: programme is also in full operation, Re. i

L et L

(1) Whether he has received represen- presentations are being made to the

tations from the Ciskei Government Treasury for the provision of the necess- |
in regard to the application of ary funds. 1 have acquainted myself of the
drought relief measures in Ciskei; situation in the Ciskesi during a visit to the 5
area on 9 May 1980. My Department is 3
(2) whether such measures " are to be investigating the possibility of making .~
applied; if so, (a) when and (b) what available (1) enriched maize on resale to
form will the measyres take; if not, people in the Ciskei and (2) enriched food
why not? to children and the aged.

TThe MINISTER OF CO-OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT:

(1) Yes.,

(2} () An investigation was carried out
by the Department of Co-
operation and Development and
a works-committee consisting of
Ciskei Government officials and
an official of the Department of
Co-operation gnd Development
is since 22 May 1980 attending to
the execution of a relief pro-
gramme,

(b) Fresh drinking water is being
supplied to people and animals
where necessary and mobile tan-
kers are being used. Employ-
ment opportunities are bein
created to undertake the follow-
ing works:

(i) Eradication of . poxious
weeds;

(i) Preparation of land for
afforestation;
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a2 Mep N S22 =
| Minister op Agricultyre LCOM.rESS. asked the basturage distress area as from 3 |
. and 'S; es: June 1980. No other Iepresenta- |
1) Whethe d [ tons in this regarg have been |
be a; ygcéught re Cf/measu;es are received from the areas in ques-
from Bughm " (a)_vthe-coasta; area tion. ¢
j el o the Kej
Ve, (b) th ; 1
inland a(re)as oE;‘ t?;kg and (©) the (b) This is being dealt with by the
Wiy not; jf s0, Order; if not, Minister of Co-operation” and

. Development.
(2} (@} wha; form wy; th

and (b il . Deasures tage (2) (a) The firgt hase of such drought
Opem(tic))n‘ghen will they be but into ) @ relief mear;ures is a rebate 0{875
T DE PEr cent on the cost of transport
€ PU of fodder by the §.A, Railways,
CULTURE AI% FI\IJSIII-}TII;SRTEIE OF AGRr. Depending ‘on the duratiop and
a ( : severity of the drought condi-
a)-and ¢ i tions and with due regard to the
orgaglj)zég arzférisentano;]s from financial position of gstock far-
odug, fgdr(l: H;lre for the jpn. mers in 3 [listed pasturage dis-
ures ip specific Ught refief megs. : tress area, the Government may,
dereq . reas T€ consi. 4s a second phase, introduce ‘3
TePresentatioy b Sulting from : loan scheme for the purchase of
¢i Road b, '® Berlin fodder, which may be followed,
€ Magisterq; distry : Umo'ns, 2 as a third phase, by 5 scheme for
William's To et of King 4 the payment of 5 subsidy on the

W Was listed g a ~cost of fodder purchages’

(®) consideration of representations
for the listing of Pasturage dis-
tress areas enjoys the highest
priority on a continuous bagjs,
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" tThe MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
ANDF'ISHERIES: i

No.



Agricultural Credig Act: appucaus (o,

Ylsger ) f/;??}

332, Mr. P. A YBURGH asked” the
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries:

(1) How many of the applications re-
ceived in (979 for loans in respect of
section 10 of the Agricultural Credit
Act were {a) granted, (b) refused and
(¢} are still ander con51derat10n‘

(2) what was the total amount involved in -
the applicationg Zranted?

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND FISHERIES: i

() (@ 3530, %
by 1201,
{©) 20.

(2) R44 303 730,



[
;. _Squa)tters on Whj “owhed farmg (2 ) |
Ustr )" [3/%76 O

538 Mt H. E, 1 VAN RENSBUR
the Miniger of Co-operation and
ment:

|
G asticd |
Devciop~ /
)
What is the estimated number of squat- If
ters oy White-owreqd farms in the Republjc
of South AfTica?

The MINISTER CO-OPERAT:ON |
DEVELOPMENT. T }

The inform ired is pot
availahje and

ation requ readily
can only pe obtained g
Unwarrented ex

pense.
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(Second Reading)
| NANCE: Mr. Speaker, [ move—

;'I Time.

LAND BANK AMENDMENT TL

That the Bill be*now reac & Zacond

C—

+The DEPUTY MINISTER -f FlI-

| [ 1959, the Land Bank Act was sneaged to

empower the Land Bank Board 1 82 fands
in the open market by 1SSUIDS ;am_Bank
debentures to supplement its uzn funds.
since fza. made
capital appropriations to the bans @@ ume
1o time for certain specific projate. e bank

Although the State has,

3375
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MONDAY, 24

for financing on the part of farmers. That is
true. The fact of the matter is that, as a result
of public enemy No. 1 in South Africa,
inflation, the inputs of the farmers are in-
creasing tremendously. It increases the riski-
ness of their undertaking and it also implies
that they have to re-unlize the profits they
have to make in financing the inputs for the
following year. That causes the farmers to
begin to experience liguidity problems. The-
refore we regard the Land Bank as one of the
instruments to satisfy in that need. The Land
Bank, via the co-operatives, is the greatest
single provider of credit to the agricultural
sector. On this aspect 1 can tell the hon.
member for Yeoville that it is our policy that
co-operatives should not be lacking in pro-
duction credit. The best method of growth it
South Africa is to ensure that the entre-
preneurs int South Africa, in this case the
farmers, have the necessary inputs and the
necessary means of production to enhance
their production.

TMr. Speaker, the hon. member also raised
the question of what would happen if there
should be a ready market for the Land Bank’s
stock. In this regard I want to say that the
present Act already makes provision for the
buying and selting of Land Bank debentures
issued by the bank. This provision was
introduced in 1959, when the bank first
obtained the power to issue debentures in
order to augment its loan funds in the capital
and money markets. The purpose of this
provision is not to empower the bank to deal
as a matter of course in the buying and selling
of debentures, but to do so only if it should
happen to be in the direct interest of the bank
in the particular circumstances. The new
prpposed paragraph (e) therefore merely
brings Land Bank stock, which is now
inserted in the Act. into line with the already
existing debentures in this respect.

*As regards the interest rates at which the
stock would be raised, T wish to tell the hon.
member for Yeoville that one may assume
that the bank wiil pay more for stock than for
Jebentures, owing to the fact that Land Bank
stock has a currency of more than three years
and does not gualify as liquid assets, but only
as a prescribed investment. In the case of
Land Bank debemtres, which qualify as a
prescribed invesmment as well as 2 liquid

e

Alows 8 far more accommodating

it i A fi i .
asset, it is of course a field of inves L ember quoted a particular

financial institutions, whereas stock dg!

T s s o s e 0 1518 o i e
readily because financial institutiong . S 0 1 javate 1_!:1' O vhall also request
probably insist on a higher interest l'ate 2#33"!""'“ 100k mtgl % tou're-caﬁqider st
stock as a result of its fonger currepgfidEiey an Bank Boar :

hon. members know, the idea is to finanps i
activities of co-operatives from the fe® ¥ : :

raised by means of the stock, whlmgwi question. l!{_eti?)ﬁdegE?h‘:gr;hiz
actually not within the traditional provippgzwe2 ﬁgﬂézgltag? ;Li‘h ortage of funds. The
agriculture, and furthermore, that f&%‘ﬂﬂ g5 a 1€ ' < h
particular funds for co-operatives,  hgaaatetine Dyector of the Land Bank has

i e Wi S Jry—) no applications are med
ltlt]xteefze;steri};t; ‘s‘;g(l:kt,)e charged than w"“%?ﬁ:gma o a resuit of a paucity of funds. When

e S e o e 5, Y sy e
legislation 1s one of the consequences m@%ﬁ“n 4, we have to bear i miad that

recommendations of the Jacobs Co ATy Dl 14 in which it
This particular recommendation was% Land B&q%zl:sLaa;hngilfuggnﬁlorSll;;)plly
a result of the inguiry initiated by the Jarg == cgerale. antl 3 financing, There is
Commitiee. The hon. member for Griquains i;‘::'e &‘}m{gﬂf thensgﬁiﬁfif whecfcare
East made an excellent specch and madsg %m A IE' o sound that they have to obtain

pgm_t that &f‘e dLand Blank woullc; i firancing in the private market, in the
obtain more funds now. 1 agree Wit o e secton Then, again, there is another

the possibilities for obtaining funds are % } ; -
i § B eomary of farmers who do not fal} into that
being improved and that the Land Bank 35 gory Of 9 . wtain their finance
aow be better able to finance another typ:éfé'ﬁ“'s{w and who have to obtain (helr Ean

" won. member for Walmer asked a very

Fotch

Ty i i ; iy the Land Bank. Then, there is yet
:;: \g[?g/a;;d.wm“h agricultural co—oper‘a.;_!‘% catcgory of farmer whom one wishes

3 . :
1 3 h and easier way, and these
1 wish to thank the hon. member ﬁ%?mo n i CICAper by the Department of

: - : Aﬁ.wc are assisted
Umhlanga for his support of the Bill. We Zagncodural Credit and Land Tenure at a very

this side of the House appreciate his SUPPSER - ipeerest rate, lower than that of the Land
The hon. member for Winburg said Waaey and normally with more reasonable

Bill read a Second Time.

Free Staters stood by their Church, their Pﬁ&m of repayment.
the hon. member that T shall see to it {hm%
(Interjections.] The hon. member mads &3 hing on the domain of the private sector.
liquidity problem of the farmers. The hﬂhi& Land Bank and the privat
E%;i?: a5 such should have in the financing of
farmer had made the previous year, the prols!
next crop. This causes the liquidity probles Runce our farmers on a fundamentally sound
referred to a case in ihe Free State a
the Land Bank should be more accommod®?
drought was prevailing. I can assure the 1'10?"’2,
accommodating because they appreciate Bill not committed.

ei i ; 4

and their Land Bank. I, in tum, wish @082 e {304 Bank cannot and dare not ever
; “Evye over the total financing of agriculture in

Land Bank will stand by the Free Sm'ﬁ&rﬂh Africa, because then it would be

important_contribution by pointing ot f% - is a balance between the share which

h SCC th
member  for Yeoville also said that ) e scctor and the
increase in inputs eroded the profits which 25 ffamﬁng community, having due regard o
e fact that it i ic h t
he had to utilize to finance the inputs fore%?: t that it s the policy of the State (0
: sis. in the interests of the consumer and of
of the farmers. The hon. menber for Wmllaﬁ; ;_;:b producer, so as to cnsure long-term
i - fasbility i Alffrica.

which he felt concerned, and requested i y for all of us in South Alrica

: . ) HestQ

ing, particularly in cases where 2 se\'ﬂ"{;.{ 9 m agreed to.

member that in areas where there are sefit%:

drought the Land Bank is inclined to be mifs

when the clements turn against one, there '

no other way out. In this regard, the L

Bili read a Third Time.
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(Second Reading)

*The DEPUTY
cu ; MINIST 5
LTURE: mr. Speaker, 1 rfoffre OF AGR

That th ;
Time. ¢ Bill be now read a Secopd

The Agricutar, '
al i
for financia] assiCSredn Act of 1966 provides

|
i As far ag
[ the positics Coloured farmers are concerned,
| available in g SOVernment assistance i
| Assistan N terms of the Cotoured Fance 5
ce Law of 1973, Ng prce)ble o o
ms are

THURSDAY, 20 MARCH 1580

=

25 red in this connection. How-
gL w;iadons have been made to the
%ff 1o the effect that the Government
%@M’ide for financial aid to Indian
ﬁ?ﬁj ' respect of the farming industry.
%ﬂ was investigated and it was
F® =gt the aid which at present is
“&% 10 White farmers in terms of the
%W Credit Act of 1966 should also
H Tt avattable to Indian farmers. The Bill
ot 15 OV hefore the House, therefore, 1s
E ot 10 remove the legal impediments 10
&, mplementation of the decision.
@j{‘fgg also propesed to increase the mem-
:g;gpof the Agricultural Credit Board from
T mbers to 4 maximum of 12 members.
ey ason for the proposed increase is firstly
Yegy provision has 1o be made for the
E mgntment of knowledgeable persons who
3o assist the board in the consideration of
afiations received from Indian farmers.
g;wd to the number of White farmers in
s Republic, the Indian farming community
:§ shanvely small antd a limited npmber of
3 eghcations are expected. Each application
&li, however, be considered on its own merit
24 in accordance with policy to be formu-
s in conjunction with the board and
2 zoject (o the availability of funds.
? Secondly, as a result of the relief measures
shich were introduced to assist farmers in the
Yooght-stricken  areas of the Karoo and
Soth-Western Cape, as well as the imple-
mptation of a special scheme which was
seounced during Decermnber 1979 to assist

¥ imers in certain strategically situated areas

# the Transvaal, the board finds it increas-
agly difficult to cope with the large npumber
4 applications for assistance under the Act
In order to put the board in the position to
dral with applications in the mast effective

g way, its membership will have to be in-

treased,

As it will be unnecessary to appoint all of
e proposed additional members on a full-
time basis, provision has also been made that
the remuneration of members of the board
may differ according to whether they serve

el time or part time.

*Mr. P. A. MYBURGH: Mr. Speaker, we
on this side of the House naturally welcome
this amending Bill and we support it with
mreat enthusiasm. At the moment, the Act

provides that only White farmers may receive
certmin financial aid through the Agricultural
Credit Board. Of course, this excludes all
those aspects to which the hon. the Deputy
Minister referred, such as houses for Col-
oured peeple, as well as other possibilities in
terms of which Coloured or Indian farmers
can apply for aid. It is tree that for the last
two or three years, or even longer, there has
been a tendency among sensible South Afri-
cans to believe that facilities made available
by the State should be shared by all citizens
of South Africa, on an equal basis, of course.

We on this side of the House feel the same
way about this matter, as does the hon. the
Deputy Minister and, 1 believe, most hen.
members on the Government side. Therefore
it is a great pleasure to us to support this
amending Bill, a Bil in which farmess of
colour are also enabled to obtain credit
facilities in terms of the same legislation and
from the same department. The hon. the
Deputy Minister explained that other provi-
sion had been made with regard to Coloured
farmers and that things were going smoothly
at the moment. Of course, one hopes that in
time. they may also be able to obtain credit
facilities in terms of this legislation.

The second important aspect of this amend-
ing Bill is the increase in the number of board
members from 9 to 12. We understand that
because of climatic conditions during the past
two or three years, the amount of work that
has to be done has increased enormously, and
that for this reason, the board has hardly been
able to give proper attention to the number of
applications that are received. Consequently
we shall be glad to support the legislation
with regard to that aspect as well.

1 want to ask the hon. the Deputy Minister
how serious the problem with the backlog of
applications really is. T believe that he will be
able to tell me this. It is in the interests of this
House that we should know. How serious is
the backlog? Withsthe new increase in the
number of board members, how soon, in the
opinion of the hon. the Deputy Minister, can
this work be completed? Of course, we all
know that there are many farmers—in the
drought-stricken areas, as well as in the
border areas, to which the hon. the Deputy
Minister referred—who are waiting anxiously
for decisions on applications submitied by
them. When the hon. the Deputy Minister

replies to this question, it would also be
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430. Mr. N. B. WOOD asked i;h;:g Mmister

of Agriculture: .. '

(1) How many outbreaks of foot agg
mouth disease were eported in (a)
the Republic and (b} the Black states
during 1979; . .

(2) what was the number of (a) caith
and (b} small stock affected?®

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:
(1) (a) One. B
 {b) Seven.
@ (5) 103 118 cattle,
II (b} None.
[
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Serion ge x‘.‘.agrimimral Credit Act
il T8 e

Minister of Agriculture:
pplications for loans in

on 10 of the Agricultu-
ived in 1979;

{1} How many a
-, terms of secti
ral Credit Act were 16Ce

f the applications were
(a) already farming and |
to farm within 50
orders of the

%) bhow many o
fiom persons
{b) undertaking
“Lilometres of the land b
Republic? . :
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AMENDMENT BILI(,} s

|
| (Second Reading)

j *The MINISTER
. Mr. Presidcnt, 1 mow;a~9F

\
! _That the
i ime.

Bill be now read a Secopg
|

eders” Rights Act ;
‘ ct

\ g;le anczplg:s containedain the Corns bas_ed on
| Y€ International Upg vention of
I New Plant Varierion ob for the Protection of
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aericulture in the Republic will be advanced. 1
The Bill is fully supported by the South

african Agricultural Union, the South Afri-

can Plant Breeders’ Association and other

interested bodies.

#Sepator H. F. B. OELRICH: Mr. Presi-
dent, just as in the case of the amending Bill
that preceded this one, we on this side of the
i House will support this measure. Due to the
i fact that it is essential that we try to produce
more food in future and the fact that that can

and the adoption of new methods, we are
quite satisfied that the hon. the Minister needs

this Bill so as to make it easier for himself |

and his department to take the necessary sieps
by means of regulation.

*Senator W, GROENEWALD: Mr. Presi-
hon. the Leader of the Opposition for sup-
important Bill to us as farmers. Not only does
it open the door for us but it will also enable
us not only to improve the quality of our
products, something which is very essential,
demands are continually being made of the
continually rising, so much so that it has

welcome this legislation and it gives me
pleasure to support it.

It is stated clearly in this Bill how pregress
better relations can be established with

occasion trebled and quadrupled our harvests

provisions of this Bill are put into proper
effect.

Something else which is important today is
that we are no longer regionally bound to the
same extent these days. I remember that when
I was a young boy, what was only grown in
the winter rainfall areas. Today with the new
varieties, we get wonderful results in Bethal,
for example, with A-I wheat, i.e. in a summer
rainfall area. That is as a result of the
research that has been done. Perhaps the hon.
the Minister can tell us what results have

mainly be done by means of further research .

dent, 1 want to cxpress my appreciation to the '

poriing this Bill because this is a very ;

but it will also promote higher yields per :
morgen of the various varicties, Greater |

farming community and production costs are |

become extremely difficult to farm economi- |
cally in certain areas. For that reason we !

can be made. In co-operation with Upov !
affiiated countries. We as farmers have on |

and that was mainly due to new cultivars, For .
ail these reasons it is e¢ssential today that the |

been obtained in Bethlehem: with winter
rainfall products, for exampte, wheat which is
now being grown successfully on the High-
veld, in other words, in the summer rainfall
area.

I can mention another few examples. 1
think of lupin seed three of our varieties of
which have already been registered in Ger-
many while we are growing two German
varicties of lupins in the Republic of South
Africa. Then there is the virus-free strain on
which certain varieties are grafted and which
can casily increase our fruit crops eight times.
i In the past we used to graft infected shoots on
1 1o infected trunks but today, as a result of the

research done at Stellenbosch, we are guaran-
" teed against any discases and we can get

wonderful results.
. Reference is made in the Bill to the
_particular red apple which is se popular
overseas. Because of registration in countries
abroad we are now able to grow that variety
very successfully in co-operation with those
countries.

I also think of the processing industry that
will be protected as a result of this legisiation.
As far as peas and beans are concerned, great
progress has been made by using varieties
from Europe.

' Mr, President, ia conclusion I want to point

out that Em.pe is already very interested in
| our improved indigenous ornamental plaats.
Because our indigenous plants are protected
locally and in Europe, it is anticipated that in
the long run the Republic of South Africa will
benefit greatly from the export of those
indigenous plants. Just think of the chinkerin-
chee, that beautiful lttle flower, lachanalias,
and the different varieties of proteas whose
strains we can Improve. Because we are
. affiliated with Upov we can establish an
economic industry and we can cultivate land
which was not used previously because it was
either 100 marshy, too brackish or too high up
the mountains and could not even be used for
grazing purposes. TH terms of this legislation
that land can in future be put to economic use
and we can develop a limitless export market
provided we succeed in improving our plants
to such an extent that they are acceptable
overseas. For all these reasons 1 am pleased
to support this Biil.

*The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE:
Mr. President, T want ro thank the hon.
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Senator Oelrich for supporting this Bill. The |
hon. Senator Groenewald is quite correct :
when he says that this is one of the reasons
why our production has more than kept pace
with our population growth and that we are
one of the seven food exporting countries in
the world. That is as a result of this kind of
legislation. The hon. Senator also referred to
the research that was being done in connece-
tion with the growing of wheat in the
Bethlehem district. New varieties are being
developed with the tesult that the Orange
Free State will no longer produce 52% of the
country’s wheat but possibly 60% and 70%.
These varieties have been adapted so as to
withstand rust, they lend themselves less to
lonse infestation and can withstand drought
conditions better. Good results have already
been obtained with plant material in the
decidious fruit regions where there has been
an increase in the apple production of 30% per
hectare, simply as a result of using the correct
root-stock and the right plant material. T am
also told that it is possible to increase fruit
production in the winter rainfall areas, in the
Western Cape, by 50%. So that is the direction
in which we have to develop Sir. As I have
already said, the good Lord has decreed that
babies be bom every day but He is not
creating mere land every day. Available

|

1

agriculiural land is growing less and less and ;

the solution therefore is to improve pro- |

duction, without overcropping, by way of
legislation of this nature, and for that reason [
welcome the attitude adopted by hon. Sena-
tors. '

Question agreed to.

Bill read a Second Time.

Bill not committed.

Bill read a Third Time.




" breeder of the finest
double-fluff feathers in
: during the
height of the ostrich
féather boom.

The book is now in the
possession of Mr Oscar
Evans II, of Melrose, Bed-
ford, who is also going in
for ostriches, but not for
the same reason as his
grandfather. His object is
te keep poachers -and
stock thieves off his farm,
for woe betide the man
who falls foul of an angry
cock ostrich land they are
quick.with anger)} and o
keep down jointed cactus,
a sco to the farmer
but a delicacy to the birds.

The boom-time farmers
were a temperamental lot
and fiercely resisted
everything they con-
sidered false claims to fae
fame. Controversies were
conducted through the
press for months ata time.

The greatest arguments
arose over the merits of
the Bar bary ostrich:
whether or not the strain
had been introduced into
the Cape colony, and if so
inte whose birds and
whether the Thornton ex-
pedition to West Africa to
obtain this type of bird to

the country

improve the local product”

was worth while

. It was only natural that
in these controversies

Oscar Evans I, as the.

recogmsed producer of
the best feathers in the
country, would take a
ﬁ-sominent part and that

cuttngs book should
be of monumental propor-
tions.

A feature of the Evans

S ———

Mogador, claimed he had

reared his birds up to
their present fine state
throl long and careful
selection and breeding
and had never introduced
the strains of others for
this purpose.

Mr J.H. Lovemore of
Preston Park, Alexandria
said: “*Ng, Mr Evans’s
hirds were reared from
chicks Evans had bought
from him in 1898 and
which were descendant
from birds he had
purchased from Jack van
der Riet and Hilton
Barber.” Thus the Evans
type were the result of his,
Mr Lovemore’s breeding.

This was the commence-
ment of a gentlemaniy
argument between those
who sided with Mr Evans
and those who supported
Mr Lovemore. Evans
featured prominently in
the correspondence,
maybe with an eye, too, on
all the publici his birds
were getting for the best

cacks were fetchi R2
000 and good couples R608
a pair.

Fregquent references
were made to the birds
whose progeny were to
give South Africa almost a
monopoly in the world’s
ostrich feather trade.
There were Kitty and
Jack, belonging to Mr W.
Weeks of %eed Valley,
who produced Punch and
Swartland, the latter be-
ing the father of Cham-
pion.

Champion and Punch,
according to Mr S.G.
Pringle, who once worked
for Mr Evans, were among

“*as long as .there are

women in the world,
things of beauty like
ostrich feathers and
diamonds are not likely to
g0 begging.” In faet
feathers, being
perishable, had the advat-
tage over diamonds. -

In 1865 a census reveal-
ed that there were only 12
domesticated birds in the
Cape Colony. In 1885 only
eight districts in the
Eastern Province had a
thousand birds. By 1811
there were 746 ‘736
ostriches distributed in
153 district of which only
25 had more than 19 600
birds each. . ]

Oudtshoorn headed the
list with 110 000 birds.
Albany came second with
40 432, Uitenhage third
with 20 203, Somerset East
35 578 and then Ladismith,
Graaff-Reinet,  Aberdeen,
Jansenvilie and
Middieburg in that order.

The value of exports in
1876 totalled R182 458 and
by 1918 had risen to R 771
486; but the decline of the
ostrich. feather was not
due entirely to the advent
of the motor car as so
many people came to
believe.

The first set back was.

caused by the Paris
fashion designers who
decreed against the use of
feathers for a time. The
second was the outbreak

of World War I when all

the countries who bought
South African feathers
were involved. The motor-

car was only the last

feather which brok the
ostrich’s back and plunged
many farmers back in fo
insolvency. ' :

Oscar EvansIwas one of .
the few to anticipate the

ostrich feather slump ‘in
time and while the in-

.dustry was on the wane he
building up a

was slowl

herd of Friesland cattie

‘for which he ‘eventually
became equally well’

known. ) .
Who was Oscar Evans?

and died in August, 1817.
He was a _son of John
Brown Evans who
emigrated-to -the Cape in
1850 in time to join
Currie’s Horse in the fron-

tier war of 1850. Twenty

years later John Brown

Evans journeyed into Asia -
.Minor to import South

Africa’s first champion
Angora rams.
To secure 30 of the best

' rams- that money could
buy, he travelled 1 200

‘miles te Angora and
brought hislittie flock-out
on

1880 and although his
rams were.the third lot to
be imported te this coun
they were the only ones of

any use because the two
previous lots were found .
on- arrival, to have been ;

castrated!

-wWas

e hacks of mules, -
each mule bearing two
. goats. He arrived home in

bl it SLY L P b L R b1 o LR LRt
ed permission for the
bi fa-be taken out of
the country. With the aid
of the Amir of Katsma the
South Africans were gble
to get birds and chicks
from the two walled towns
of Damerghu and Adar
and smuggle them down
to Lagos and back to
South Africa by sea in the
§.8. Ethiopia.

They brought also two
stallions, 20 marabouts
and two goats; but when
the cost of the Barbary Ex-
pedition as it was now be-
ing referred to, was learn-
ed to have been more than
R17 000 the criticism was
severe. But worse was to
come.

The birds, which had
been plucked bare, and
the chic numbered at first

158. Six were presented to. 3

Nigeria for its aid to the
exgedltmn, .two died
before leaving Kano,
three more died on the
overland journey to the
coast and seven died on
the voyage from Lagos te
Cape Town.

The loss continued: on |

the train from Cape Town
to Middleburg five broke
their legs and had to be
destroyed. On arrival at

Middleburg the birds .

stampeded and another
three died as a result —so
only 182 arrived at the
Grootfontein College.

Grahamstown farmers
who went to see the birds
described them as rubbish
and others complained
that while the Govern--

- ment had spent ail this

money on the importation
ef birds, it had not spent a

penny. on some kind of -
ostrich bureau to -assist |-

the farmers. .-

‘Mr Thornton himself

told me that his labours

had been in vain because {
six-months after his {~
return -to South Africa, |
war broke out and that -

was the end of the ostrich
feather-Boom and the de--

- mand for birds of ‘any |
He was born in Graaff- kind.. . . |

Reinet in October, 1862, , ‘The answer tg the con- |

troversy ahout the strains
probably that
everyone was right.

In 1876, Mr J.E. Cuyler,
of -Cuyler Manor,
Uitenhage imported two
pairs of Barbary birds
through N. Adler and
Company of Port
Elizabeth. At-one.time a
magnificant- bird of his

" was stolen and never
found -again. Then, when

he trekked to the Tran-
svaal, he sold all his birds

- and their: progeny to his
_brothers-in-law

Mr
Maleolm Stewart and Mr
Hally . Hudson and .to Mr
James Lamb. . - :

The .dispersal of Mr
Cuyler’s flock could well
have resultéd. in the Bar-
bary  strain being in-
treduced. into. many other
aresz areas without being

Tecorded.” "
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4 () R2775595 on financial aid under the

- Pesert encreachment -
The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE re-
plied, to Quegtion *5 by Mr. N. )

: Weod: -,
Elal) 7150 (T 3{%&@)

(a) What progress has been made in
combating desert encroachment into
South Africa’s farming lands in the
last 12 months and (b) what is the esti- :
mated amount spent during this period
on work in this respect? L

Reply:

3 . .
(a) Reasonable success has been obtained
in the Karoo, Eastern Cape, Orange
Free State and affected parts of the
Winter Rainfali Region. .

Spil Conservation Act was paid 10
farmers. .
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DURBAN. The drought &itu- . rigation was. possible.as the ~situation was critical through- try in the province was in a 3.
ation"th .Natal 18 deteriorating . whole:zrea was dry, with Kok-. out the district, with some riv- difficult financial position as §! .
daily with large areas of the ~ stad, Franklin and. Matatiele . ers having completeﬁi,d_ried up.  feed was runsing out fast. In - - -—— "
.;provi?ce;;aving hatl?s little or no - worst Wit Tt No cffective rain had fallen manvhc?sfs "'Lthti;et. Wai 1'01:}1‘3( ]
1 rain Eor four mMON §, - E et it ] at’ Pongola in four months and enough left to st unti e
- & spokesman for the Depart- In th? Alired. district; -the:_-‘ ‘the Pongola Irrigation Scheme middie of August. . T
" ‘ Umzimkulwana River was bar- - ‘ :
ment of Agriculture and Fish- “g1v fowing and at its lowest - had cut igpplies to farmers by  Cane farmers had heen pay-
| erles at Marifzburg said yester- - S @ ey two-thirds . - ing off labourers as there was | _
3 Al S jevel in living memory. Not - ) ; ; i N
Ly day that in the Port Shepstone  mgre than 50mm of rain had ~ Greytown had also been with- no work’ for them, Cane crops §:
1 1] -area -farmers ‘had been forced- -eipen in the areh. since Jast out. rajreior four months and were dying and those that had }' i
1} "to-cart watef for theitgsock. ' ganuary.” PERST ST o matge: feliveries confirmed survived were stunted or da-|L. 1
1} The “water: sipplyaffor the- WY e that on average, 4 50% drop in maged by frost,” . i S
711 town of Darnall-had.dried up " At Pinatowd, the recorded ' crops had resulted from the. Vegetable farmers who had §’ ‘
} and boretioles had been sunk in ralnfall since March was 80% - grought.. =~ - - O MS water were still producing, but §.
Lo .| an attempt to find water. to 80% below averagd Severe . R nmond dairy farmers had  all had doubts a8 to how much .
i B[] The  department satd that- - frost ia Some low lying came  beer particularly hard hit with longer water supplies would 4
77 from reports received, levels of areas had damaged the orop. iwater supplies low and grazing 1ast. o : : 5
A Enmgm stteams and rivers. and water was bgng carted tﬂlj. critically short and non-existent «Parmmers agree that this is &
Ay i :Nata}-_y;ere_r?th;;‘lpWest:un’i'.-.h‘lmﬁ!ﬂ and stock consumption.-  in many areass. . " ea, the worst dronght in living :
} peeord, e L T Eshowe had anly a few days’ .. The spokesman said that in memory,” the spokesman said. e
A, Tn East Grigualand, little ir-  supply of water, left and the.’ general terms the dairy indus- — Sapa. - S L ’
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PORT ELIZABETH — |
Resolutions passed at the
East Cape ‘Agricultural

Union -cangress here |

yesterday, reflected
farmers' dissatisfaction
with tariffs and services
rendered by . Escom in
rural areas. -

. The congress asked the
national union to try to
get the government to
hasten rural electrifica-
tion and to provide
farmers with financial aid.

Delegates said rural
electrification was a
priority because of the
fuel crisis, but stressed
that Escom’s extension
line and availability
charges were far too high.
“Mr J. D. Human, of
Paterson, said he- paid
Escom R222 a month in
availability charges,
besides the unit tariff for .
power.

Mr F. W. Pettit, of
Queenstown - said Escom
was unsympathetic
towards farmers.

Farmers had approach-.
ed Escom to allow them to

build their own extension |

lines to Escom links but
this had been refused, he
said. °

Mr W. D.’ Mayer, of
Humansdorp said farmers
‘in Vredefort had” built
their own, line at half the
cost quoted by Escom.

Mr G. F. Bekker
suggested that farmers

build lines on their ¢

properties and then sell
them to Escom at 75 per
cent of Escom’s estimated

. ¢ost.

The corngress will also
ask the government to in-
vestigate the three-month
army call-ups for farmers
and how exemptlons are
granted :

Mr-J.H. Hattingh, of
Lady Grey, gaid that while
all farmers accepted their.
military -rTesponsibilities,
it was an impossible finan-
cial sacrifice for-a farmer
to do-three months’

" border duty yearly. —
DDC. .

A m—— “canmaer
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Termites
now add
to problem

Own Correspondent

KIMBERLEY — Drought-
stricken Northern Cape
farms have been hit by
another problem — a. ter-
mite plague. In some cases

it is.2 worse problem than

_the drought itself,

Agricultural experts say
the termites are taking
over the dry veld in large
areas — devouring the re-
maining grass tufts and
burrowing up to three
metres underground.

The chairman of the
Kimberley North Agricul-
tural Society, Mr Dirk
Vorster, who farms near
Windsorton, said yesterday
the problem started about
Iwo years ago, and farmers
bhad so far had no real
success in fighting the
menace,

Agricultiiral

% GENERAL NEWS -

OFS farmers facing
disaster over

QOthers in

Ovwn Correspondent

BLOEMFONTEIN — TFree

State farmers face disas
ter if seasonal rains ex-
pected this month do not
materialise and the
drought gripping much
of the province is not
broken, say farmers and
agricultural experts.

Thousands of hectares of

farmland have already
been laid waste and
farmers are selling some
livestock to keep other
animals alive.

authorities
have declared 10 magis-
terial districts in the pro-
vinee drought-stricken.
They are listed as “dis
tress zones.”

Officials of the Department

of Agricultural Econom-
ics and Marketing said
the drought was
spreading rapidly and an-
other four districts
would shortly be added
to the list.

This means farmers are

eligible for Government
loans and subsidies to
buy fodder to keep ani-
mals alive and are also
entitled to a 75 percent
rebate on the railage
costs of getting feed to
their farms.

The listed areas are Bloem-

fontein, Brandfort, Bult-
fontein, Dealsville, Excel-
sior, Fauresmith, Hert-
zogville, Koffiefontein,
Philippolis and Tromps-
burg.

the
are Boshof, Dewetsdorp,
Jagersfontein and Jacobs-

pipeline

dal, a Department
spokesman said.

The Chief Professional Of-

ficer of the Department
of Agriculture in the
Free State, Mr R van
Schalkwyk, said yester-
day that rainfall in the
province was lower than
usual and that water
tables were down,

“Although we are only a

month from the tradi-
tional rainy season it
must be realised that
farmers face a serious
situation. If it rains, the
veld will only be ready
in October,” said Mr van
Schalkwyl.

At presemt, the veld
reserves were depleted,
the land was bare and
there was no green feed
for livestock, he said.

Most dams in the province
are less than 30 percent
full and the Orange
River is only a trickle in
s0Ine areas.

The ZXalkfontein Dam is
649 percent full,
Krugersdrift 8,21, Alle-
manskraal 7,58, Erfenis
2470 and Rusfontein
34,42,

Farmers in the Riet and

Kaffir River areas who de-
pend on dams for irriga-
tion of their crops, had
been worst hit, officials
said.

e

This kwaZulu ¢hild is one of thousands n the homefand suffering from malnutrition. He was fucky. They were
LI able to get him to hospital. Others die of marasmus {starvation).

ulu

Your chance to help kwa

By Josie Brouard
Readers of The Star who
‘wish to help the starving
people of kwaZulu can
now do so through the SA
Red Cross Society, which
has come forward to co-
ordinate all relief work in
the homeland.

Mr Kelsey Stuart, pre-
sident of the SA Red
Cross, and Mrs Inka Mars,
vice-chairman of the

organisation’s Natal region

have voiced their support
for the relief of the people
of kwaZulu.

The society’s Natal
branch has already trans-
ported hundreds of tens
of food to the homeland.
Today, another 16 tons
leave for the Mhlabathini
region.

Large companies have
also joined in to do their
bit for kwaZulu.

© Murray and Roberis

have donated the wuse of
their truecks,

@ Premier Milling are
cffloading food far
beyona their depots.

& Attack Trust has
donated R30 000,

Mrs Mars said the Red
Cross would be working
hand-in-hand with the
kwaZulu goverhment as it
had been doing for the
past months.

Those who would like
to help should deliver
goods to 77 de Villierg
Street, Johannesburg, or
contact Mr W A Tasker at
the Red Cross, Southern
Transvaal Region, teles
phone 29-2441.

Readers can also cons
tact Mrs Inka Mars, chief
liaison officer, at Durban

31-1231 or post donations:

to PO Box 1680, Durbam
4000.



Own Correspondent
CAPE TOWN—The Minis-
ter of ~Water Affairs,
Mr A J Raubenheimer,
brought bad news to the
drought-stricken Little
Karoo yesterday, when he
dashed the hopes of farm-
ers for a scheme to irrigate
the region with water from
the Orange River.

Addressing farmers in

the Oudishoorn -district,

The Minister said the
findings of a department-
al investigation showed
that the  “astronomical”
cost of such a scheme
would be prohibitive.

The Star's Farming Cor-
respondent reports that
raing in parts of the Wes-
tern Cape have brought
some drought relief, buf
the Litile Karoo and
Natal are still in the grip
of a critical drought.

Copious rains in Namaqg-
taland during the last
two days have eliminated
the northernmost of the
drought areas in the
Cape. - .
Okiep, where it last
rained . some two years
ago, received as much as
27 mm.

Fast and south of

Okiep, the desert will

ey

In order to examine the internal forces in a bar with arbitrary loading, consider

blossom again, Karakul
farmers will be able to
stop feeding their sheep
expensive lucerne,

The wheat plains
around Piketberg and
Porterville were less for-
tunate. They did get their
rain, but it came too late
to save the late-sown
crops. This remajns a
hard hit area, where only
some farmers nearer the
mountains managed to
plant their wheat in time,

Even irorse off is the
Little Xaroo, around
Qudtshoorn, Ladismith
and Calitzdorp. Lucerne
farmers cannot water

2.42

Minister dashes irrigation

hopes of Littl

e Karoo

their crops, apricot trees
and vineyards suffer from
lack of water, dams are
empty, sheep are dying.

‘ Prospects for early rains
are dim.

Natal has been the most
seriously hit this season.
One drought area is ihe
Natzl midlands. Within a

wide arc water has be’

come a problem.

in nerthern Natal the
drought crisis has been

* accentuated by the war

mer weather.

. N

the ba¥ shown in Fig 2.41, which is subjected to a distributed load p(x)} per

unit length, as well as concentrated loads and/or reactions at its ends A

and B. Referred to the leocal axes of the bar, the load is given by

g(x) = Py 1 + pyg + pZ]:: (2.92)

The forces and moments at the ends are

P = H i .
P\ Al V31 o+ Ry k (2.93)
c, = i j
Coy T, i * L, 3 + My k (2.94)

with similar expressions for the forces and moments at end B. We assume that

E)(x) ' PA’ PB' EA and E:B form an equilibrium set, that is, that the reactions

have been found by the method discussed earlier in this Section.
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In his second article on poisonous
agricultural chemicals, HANNES
FERGUSON, Farming Correspondent of
The Star, poses the question: Must
damage to crops or human health be done
before a farm chemical can be held

responsible?

‘A high margin of er-
rer makes the
testing of poisonous
farm chemicals an
inaccurate gamble
in some cases.

Ope of the commonest
weedkillers is a com-
ip)ouud by the name of 2,4-

It was first marketed in
1942, No herbicide has
been rhore exhiaustively
researched, but sae-
cording to Professor P C
Nel of Pretoria Univer.
sity, even in 1980 we do
mot know exactly how it
works., :

Technology marches.
on, largely on the basis of

" experiments followed by
some theory. And as it
moves forward, it leaves
large blanks in our
knowledge.

Unforeseen

Manufacturers of a
compound must test their
product te acceptable
standards.

They must also make
practical fleld tests in
South Africa to satisfy
the Registrar of Fer-
tilisers, Farm Feeds,
Agricultural and Stock
HRemedies. o
_-But thousands of un-
foreseen conditions might

: ‘ecause problems, com-

mented Dr A J Plenaar,
Directer of Crops -and
Pastures “in” tlie " Deparis
auent of Agriculture.
. This points to an uncer-
tain sitygtion in a field
where facts should he
clentr ‘and undispited;
farmers feel. :
-Must -damage to crops
or-human heaith be done
‘before n farm chemical
can be held responsible?

Serious

‘Or should a manufac-
turer prove beyond
reasonable doubt that his
produet " will not turn

. agriculture or the public
into guines pigs and the
environment into a
.laboratory?

* " The recent Tordon con-
troversy in the Springbok
Flats in Northern Tran-
svaal has raised serious
doubts . about the ade-

quacy of present controls.

T

A Silverton-based

chemieal firm sprayed -
ten farms in the area with -
» plaints and summonses,

Tordon. This is a 2.4,5-T-
containing mixture, It
was applied on patches of
bush encreachment in
valuable sweetveld graz-
ing.

The spraying was done
by helicopter between
February 5 and February
14, - -

Wind and helicopter
turbulence blew a part of
the spray across adjoin-
ing farms, where beans,
maize and large

sunflower fields had been _

- planted.
Caution

" Perbaps this was un-
avoidable. But as it hap.
pened, the spraying was
done just as ihe
sunflower fields were
corting into seed — their
most sensitive stage.

It may be assumed that

the spraying was done in

accordance with the of-

ficial lahel drawn up by
the office of the
Registrar.

Directions on the Iabel
cautioned against broad-
leaved crop plants in
geperal terms, mention-
ing also grain crops at
their sensiiive siages.

Ap earlier officiat
publication, ‘“Weed con-

Birch — experts of the
Department of
Agriculture - had drawn

--attention, very specifical- §.

ly, to the effect of 2,4,5-T
spray on sunflower.

The watning went un-
heeded when the Iabei
was worded. There was
nothing to cause the user
of Tordon to avoid spray-
ing it when adjoining sun-
flower fields were com-
ing into seed.

The combination of
unexpected cir-
cumstances was dis-
asirous. .

Irrigated beans and
maize fields o ene neigh-
bour’s farm were killed
off compietely.

Sunflower plants within

a radius of one kilometre
were hit by a sudden dis-
ease causing empty seeds
and leaf and siem ab-

RN LT

normualities, Yield was
-down by 75 percent.
- Farmers  filed com-

said to total about RS-
million. :
Ther somebody noted a
similarity between the
new Springhok Flats sun-

" flower “disease” and ab-.

normalities that had been
observed on sunflower
elsewhere. On this
ground, the Tordon manu-
facturer could deny
responsibility for the
Springbok Flats damage,

The similarity was
subsequently hotly dis-
puted, and the Northern
Transvaal Co-op together
with the Department of
Agricultore, had to em.
bark upon an extensive
sunflower and 2,4,5T
experiment in a frost-free
part of the Soutpansherg
district.

Furious

Until this experiment ig
concluded — and this
may take months — there
will be no legal re-
sponsibility and no com-
pensation for aggrieved
farmers, many of whoin

are finding it difficult te ™

finance next year's erop.

C L b e -

trol eritical. for | -
sunflower” by. MeZWeed . | -
;Enge l:b,‘):;g;{‘:khft_%: b :%%‘ R,
-~ Duverdge “andt-MrtE G '{idate liable to disqual

University

Farmers are furious.
Through their co-op they
have to pay for the Sout-
pansberg experiment,
and suffer not only by the
damage to their crops,
but alse through the
delay.

if there was any uncer-
tainty about the effect of
Torden on sunflower,
they say, the manufac-
turer should have con-
ducted tests before sub-

‘mitting the product for

registration.

Failing such tests, the
Registrar should, after
the warning by Messry
Engelbrechi, Duvenage
and Birch, have insisted
on such tests to be done
before registration.

A parallel case occur-
red in the Western Tran-
svaal, where a weedkiller
had been used on maize
weeds but proved to be
dangerous to maize as
well, ‘

* It was later established
that the weedkilier had
been fested on a number
of ¥majze. varieties, but

‘Hot on the specific variety.

the farmer hiad planted.
The directigns for use,

s worded on :z%e label, .
dithgot mention;ihie maize -
+ ks AN
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varieties on which the
product had been tested.
Consternation among
farmers followed,
Professor Nel agreed
with them. Respon-
sibilities of manufac-
turers should be sorted
out, he felt, The State
should see to it that field
testing in Souwth Africa

covered more crops,’

more varieties and more
stages of growth, :

Another bone of conten.
tion is the scope of the
Registrar’s functions,
His powers are at present
completely divorced
from econemic aspects of
the farm chemical in-
dustry.

Profit

Theiry is a highly
monepolistic market
where cheice between
basic ingredients is
limited.

The farmer, who is the
consumer, and indirectly
the public, have little
defence against profiteer-
ing. -

Whatever steps c¢ould
or should be taken rest
with the Department of

-Commercé.

When the State seeks to

o A,

X i

encourage local produc-
tion of pesticides and her-
bicides by slapping on an
import duty, it is also the
Department of Com-
merce’s business — even
when the local production
does not materialise but
the duty and the higher
price remain.

There are more serious
questions invelved as
well, South Africa spends
annually some R100-
million on imported farm
chemicals, Much of this
amount represents
salaries .for highly
trained laboratory staff
in the manufacturing
couniry overseas.

In Seuth Africa, said
Professor Nel, there
were only 10 herbicide
scientists employed in
the private sector and six
at the universities,

When Importing know.

‘how-intensive products

like farm chemicals, we
promote unemployment
of highly qualified man-
power and underdevelop-
ment of human potential,
said Dr Pienaar.

Local private
laborateries employing
local highly trained staff
could be established if
eountries exporting their
tucrative pesticides and
herbicides to Sauth
Africa could be per-
suaded to farm oot a
small portion of . their
laboratory work.

Here, as in all
economic matters
relating to this industry,
the Registrar has some
leverage.

By using it judiciously,
he might be able to bring
about some change.

TOMORROW: South
Africans must learn to live
with modern farm -
chemicals, says the SA

Agricu

Rz

Itural Union.
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Worst of droug

' The drought will get ~
much worse before

- conditions improve. III
This is the message OI]_
from all paris of the
Cape Provinee, the
- Free Sfate and Natal,
vwhere drought is ex- an
tending its iron grip.
In the Cape, where

Namaqualand had had *
_some relief, almost the ‘N; I']_ ngs .
whole of the Karoo sul- _
fers hadly.

Conditions are critic- *
" al in the north-western 1 e
€Cape as well as the

intensively farmed Lit-

tle Karoo.
~ The Deputy Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Mr Ol I 0
8§ Hayward, has reques-
- ted the SA Agricultural

whole Karoo. E ,

He said grazing in

- the area was deteriorat-

¢y grazing areas enable

farmers to feed their
sheep, but hay is

Unien to make urgent
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seriousness of the situ-
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Serious/Non-emergency

+: Non-emergency

_recommendations  on
. long-term drought re-

ation was not generally
realised.

lief measures for the
. Subsidies on :
. transport and leans on an

stock feed in emergen- { ‘ CF

often carted over long enough to break the

deteriorating wveld and Kranskop, Greytown,

~are still managing, but
“they need more rain
urgenily to yield a

and the Northern Cape
cattle country report a
general drought, fast

even drinking water
has hecome 3 problem,

The area around

poor crop.
Surface water has
dried up and water is

fell in parts of KwaZu-
ln and northern Naial
last mnight it was not

. Irrigation dams in In the plaing of mor : R, d ht th ar
, e and more dis- . Mooi River and How- distances. rought, save tite sug
lih,:pt;‘itﬂfn Ki';r,ﬂ'i’:n;aﬁ P.illf“berg and Porter- triets being listed as fck experiences its Northern Natal and crop or fil reservoirs.
. . b hol e ville, however,_ most of emergen‘cy grazing worst dl'ﬂl.lght in liViIlg - kwaZulu are other crit- The sugar industry
;?i:y en orenoles 2 the crop has zlready areas. memory, jeal areas. Boreholes is hard hit, and sugar
Sl be;‘g lost. ° The main disaster Feed reserves for are drying up every- production s falling
' The m%gl gt;ain aCraeas ) S he Eastern Cape, area is stil Natal, dairy catfle are low where. : ' off.

1in the Western Cape : outhern Free State where in the midlands because of last season’s Althotigh light rain Abnormal frost has

killed low-lying sugar
cane, and the drought
is__ doing the rest.

"
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In his final article on poisonous
agricultural chemicals, HANNES
FERGUSON, The Star’s Farming
Correspondent, discusses ways of
resolving the various interests involved

South Africans must
learn to IHve with
modern poisonous
farm chemicals, &c-
cording to the SA
Agricultural Union.

Agriculture would be
bard put to maintain Itk
present productivity i
pesticides and herbicides
were dropped.

The American
Congress Office of
Techrology Assessment

' has estimated that if all
farmers gave up
pesticides completely,
commercial production
of apples, lettuce, cotton
and some speciality crops
would cease,

Grain production would
be sufficiently disrupted
to boosi prices by 60 per-
cent. '

The Congress office

~ recominends 2 combina-
tion of biclogical control,
pest-resistant plants and
restrained spraying.

Biological control
means introducing
bacteria and ‘other
organisms to- destroy
harmful pests. Use of
chemicals could be
reduced by about three-
quarters by this method,

Plainer

Dr David Pimentel, an
entomologist at Cornell
University, says that by
using only a minithum of
chemicals and relying
more on blological con-
trol of pests food supplies
couid possibly fall by
about pine percent.

It would make our diet
plainer but not poorer, he
said. Prices might rise
about 12 perceat.

The Natal Parks Board
says that pesticides, es-

pecialiy those that do not

" break up easily, have

beent shown to do a great
deal of harm to game.
Pirds are particularly
vulnerable.

Where chemicals do not
kili birds, they lead to a
decline i reproduction.

Mr Terry Oatley, the
hoard’s bird expert, said
there appeared to be a
Natal-wide decline in
wild birds. Although this

was partly due to more -

intensive farming, it was
probably alse due to the
use of pesticides.

A number of reported
cases of pesticide polson-
ing of birds has been
fournd to be deliberate:
people have used
pesticides to poison game
birds sueh as guinea fowl.

Game

Culprits know they can
eat the carcasses of
poisened birds quite safe-
ly after the removal of
the entrails, stomach and
crop.

In the Caprivi there
have been reported cases
of game poisoning by
labourers from the
maize-growing scheme of
the Corporatien for
Ecenemic Development.,

Two buck carcasses
were baited with a
systemde maize pesticide
known as carhofuran.
Lions, jackals and many
rare vuitures died.

Dr Eddie Young, Assis-
tant Director of the Tran-
svaal Nature Conserva-
tionn Divisiop, sald that
pesticides posed an in-
creasing threat to
wildlife.

His division would sap-
port any legislation
atmed at advance in-
vestigatioa of the

ecological effects on soil,
water and wildlife of any
new pesticide or her-
bicide before it was
released for use.

He deplored the fact
that nature conservation
bodies were wuot
represented on the ad-
visory committee set up
to assist the Registrar of
Fertilisers, Farm Feeds,
Agricultural Remedies
and Stock Remedies.

Dr Young called for
much wider and more co-
ardinated research inmto
the effects of pesticides
and herbicides on game
and pature generally.

Antidote

Does ecology iInclude
protecting man?

If so, then it aiso in-
cludes labourers on
farms and estates, Te
protect their beaith and
to protect the environ-
ment against theft or
misuse of peisonous farm
chemicals, directions for
use printed on contalner
Iabiels may be very useful
but can hardly be sui-
ficient.

What if the user is in
{00 much of a hurry to
notice that the label tells
him o mix the compound
in a certain way, 1o uge
protective clothing, or to
use this or that antidote
in case of accidents?
What if the user cannot.
read? .

And what ahout the
farmer? He has very
specific duties. He must
take uimaost care to use
poisonous farm
chemicals sirietly ac-
cording to the all-
important label instruc-
tions.

He must further ensure
adequate supervision of

his labour. He must
provide proper sterage in
a weather-proof and
theft-prooi shed or
building. He must keep a
record of incoming and
outgoing stores. He must
arrange first-aid
facilities.

But having done all
this, he is entitled to
protection against mise
haps for which the
manufacturer of the com-
pound mey be held
responsibie or partly
responsible, say the
agricuitural unions.

But how is the farmer

to exercise his right in
dlsputed cases?

Dispute

When a lawsuit to prove
the liability of a chemical
firm may cost the farmer
easily B100 000 — which
he cannot afford bot
which is ““peanuts” {o the
manufacturer — iz he
adequately protected by
the law as it stands?

With the Springbok
Flats sunflower dispute
fresh in their minds,
farmers are concerned.

Now there is a problem
in the Western Transvaal
as well,

A farmer in the San-
nieshof district who had
appiied herbicide strictly
accordiig te its label,
nevertheless suffered ex-
tensive damage to his
malze.

He intended to include
the subject in a paper on
weed control he was to
read at s technical con-
ference organised by his
district agricultural un-
ion. But he was faced
with an open threat by the
firm making the _her-
bicide: talk and we'%hall

sue yoit and your union.

RN

So the paper was drop-
ped, sald a spokesman for
the union, .

To avoid a head-on col-
lislon between the
farmers and the
manufacturers of
pesticides and herbicides,
the SA Agricultural
Union and
Agricultural and
Veterinary Chemicals

Association have come |
together to talk things.

aver. .
A joint committee has
been formed under the
chairmanship eof Dr
Andries Scholtz, general
manager of North-
Western Co-0p at
Lichtenburg.

This committee has
held two meetingh
described by Dr Scholtz
ag “very useful.” Certain
suggestions are to be car-
ried te Ministerial level.

Some of the commit-
fees members are known
to be in favour of clearly
divided responsibilities.
The manufacturers would
look to specific aspects
and agree to be responsi-
ble for them.

the

The'

& Toncentrating re-
search on less poisonous
substances,

® Concentrating on
educating the user and
alternatively, introducing
legislatioa meodelled on
laws applying 1o the
handling and use of ex-
plosives.

farmers would hoid i

themseives responsibl-<

jor others,
Others thirk in terms of
# system of compulsory
or agreed arbitration. An
impartial body would
decide disputes out of
court,
- Four main approeaches
have been advocated:
#® Using less chemicals
but more biological con-
trgls and concentrating
plant breeding an
creating pest-resistait
varieties.
@ Much better and more
accurate testing of
chemiecals hefere
registration.




Property Editor
A MASSIVE new dam, twice as big
as Nagel Dam, is to be built in the
Umgeni Vailey at Inanda near Hill-
crest only 20km from Durban.

The dam, which the Department
of Water Affairs proposes to build
in 4 steep-sided gorge near the
Kloof nature reserve, will flood
some of the Province's most pic-

- turesque scenery in the the Valley.

of a Thousand Hills.

Tt will also mean that thousands
of blacks living in the basin of tri-
pal trust lands along the banks of
the river that form part of
KwaZulu will have to relocated. -

At present that Deparfment of
Water Affairs is involved in deli-
cate negetiations with the KwaZulu
Government over the acquisition of
the land and compensation.

- A spokesman for the depariment

said yesterday: ‘At this stage we
do nof know how many people are
invelved. We have done a hut
count, which is only a rough esti-

mated, but our early assessment is
that the region is quite densely
populated.’

He added that negotiations with
the KwaZulu Government were far
from finalised and further pro-
tracted negotiations could mean
that the building of the dam could
be delayed.

The new dam, 25 km downsiream
of Nage! Dam, is needed to provide

additional water for Durban and its

adjacent low-lying areas. Simuita-
neously with the dam building
project the Umgeni Water Board is
planning to build a 20km pipeline
to ecarry water from the dam to a
new purification works at Cato
Manor.

The cost of the two projects is
estimated at R60 million, The dam
will be financed by the Department
of Water Affairs and the R30 mil-
lion pipeline will be paid for by the
Umgeni Water Board. '

The pipeline contract will involve
16km of concrete-lined tunnel
which will pass through sheer rock

77 W

in the hilly terrain of the Umgeni
Valley en route to Durban. :

Pre-qualification tenders have al-
ready been called for and test drill-
ing has already begun. The only
major structure along the route is'
the University of Durban-Westville
so tunnelling operations should not
be excessively difficult.

The board hopes to make a start -

on the pipeline early next year and
the completion date for the project,
including the purification works at
Cato Manor, is scheduled for mid-
1984, .
Apparently the tunnel project has

heen on the cards for some time. It

was first mooted by the Durban

" Corporation but planning was taken

over by the Umgeni Water Board
earlier this year when the hoard in-
creased its responsibility for re-
gional water supply.

Mr Alan Barnes, .the board’s
chief engineer, said: ‘The
Inanda/Wiggins pipeline is needed
to supply the low-level areas
around Durban so we can release’

Um
_ t\¢6leD
Need for a ditiona

more water from the existing
Durban Heights pirification plant
for supply to the higher regions be-
yond Durban.’ S

The new purification works at
Wiggins, in Cato Manor, will be

" puilt in two phases — each with a

storage capacity of 175000m? of
water.

The dam will also be bullt in two
phases. The first structure will be
a mammoth concrete weir with
earth embankments at the two
sides. The dam wall will later be
raised to its full height giving a
storage capacity of 60000 000m?.

Although ‘planning on the tunnel
project seems to be further ad-

vanced, the dam is being consid-

ered as a priority by the
depariment. : ’

‘We are trying to get it built as
quickly as possible,’ said a spokes-
man for the department. “We hope
to submit a White Paper on our

proposals during the next parlia-

geni
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: Lowveld.Bureau
NELSPRUIT While
most - farmeps face the

- Worst drought in 47 Years,
Lowvelq Erowers are look

ted for the region’s three

. major Products. — tphac.

o, citrus friutg and sugar.
Although. an -estimated
300 000 kg of tobaceo wag

damaged by hail, farmers .

Sl -expeet 10-million kg

© harvest. A: ourrent prices

i industry g eoncerned ..

this wit} mean an extrg
Rz-mil-h'op tor prodycers.
As far ag the sugar

1604000 tojs of sugar
tane are expecteqd to be
milted at Malelane this
year, representing an
increase of 101000 tong
OVer last year's figures,
The Citrus Exchange ye.
Ports an eXpected increase

of 10 percent in pitrys

exports - this Season., A
spokesman pointed oyt
that last year's 28-mitiion
cartons of citrus — g
large proportion of which
comes from the lowveld
- will he exceeded by
2-million cartons. In terms
of foreigp exchange this
represents R143-miblion.
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" Give us cash, bég bo rdef>

' .»w'

By MARSHALL WILSON

THE Government has been
urged to provide a R25-million
injection to the border areas in

* a bid to he]p re-seftle dozens of

‘Rhodesian farmeérs cnpélled fi-
nancially by Zim abwe
independence.

0n a trip to the,Méssina area
this.week I was told the RI0-
million allocated -by the Gov-
ernment to redevelop the thin-
Iy-populated border areds had
already dried up — and. that
dozens of former wealthy Rho-
desian cattle ranchers applying
for loans had been turned away
because they do not have the
deposits to secure the land.

““What is happening here is a

- tragedy,”’ said one -prominent

Messina estate agent who

- asked nof to be.named. I have
had dozens of former, Rhode-"

sians — wealthy men in their
owr right across the Limpopo
— asking to buy farms but
without the necessary cash to
justify the large loans they
need to make a go of it,

*The Government is bending

‘over backwards to help them,
“that's Jor sure, but even then

you must seH them economic

‘units and in this area that

means a farm J¢f about 3 000ha

Jgr s0. At the going rate of R75

a hectare that's upwards of

R200 000 for a going concern,
and then they have to stock it.

*Even if the Government
drops the price to a giveaway
R40 to R45 a hectare you're
talking about a figure of
R135 000, without stock, and
most of the blokes who have
come. through can only Taise
about B5000 éven though theo-
refically they may be million-
aires on the other side.”

Another developer agreed
that with more .cash to htjp
.resettle ‘the many Rhodesians
wanting farms, the Far North
could be the best farming area
in the country.

“We have all the water we
need, we have the equipment,
we have the stock, More money
would bring in more people,
and that’s all that’s lacking.”

Mr C E *'Koeks" Tephldnche,
chairman of the Sout‘p‘hnsherg
Agricultural Union, and spbkes-
man for -about 60 farmers in’
the area, told me that several
former Rhodesians had been_
able to buy irrigation farms on
smallheldings along fhe
Limpaopo.

-*The R10-million made avall-
able by the Government for the
border areas was used up about
four months ago. I agree that
more money is needed to help
these people, but then again
you cannot have two norms

I RV

‘migrants from Z1m ”ﬁwe

(2

one for “the locals and one for
the immigrant farmers,” Mr
Terblanche said. o

‘**Any man who wanis to start"
farming here must first have
sufficient land to make it eco-
nomically viable. He must be
able to meet his loan repay-
ments and support his family
as well.

~It's a tall order, especially
when you consider people leav-
ing Zimbabwe are severely re-
stricted in the amount of cash
they can bring out.”"

Other farmers agreed that a
massive financial injection
‘from the Government would
undoubtedly help the unhealthy
density of population around
Messina.

The tiny border town itself is
currently experiencing hoom
conditions, with a flood of ex-
Rhodesians, mainly White,
headed south in increasingly
large numbers.

But as one hotelier warned:
“It can't last. My lease is due
for renewal in October and I'l
have to think hard about renew-
ing it. They want to put the
rental up, and one must try to
work out when the surge seuth
will dry up.

“When that happens it’s tick-
ets. Hoteliers will go broke
with no passing trade.”




THE - CISKEI, almost totally
dependent on agriculture, has
been devastated by a year-long
drought that has ied {o 4 total
crop failure and has raiged
fears of the possible loss of
thousands of eattle.

Not even the R7 500 Gog
€mergency relief granted by
the South™ African Government
in June can now avert the di-
saster that faces the territory’s
* 1250 000 people,

To reduce the danger of fam-
ine, half the money has heen
allocated to an emergency em-
Ployment scheme — but even
this will benefit only about
11 000 people.

“There has been a tota] crop
failure in all districts,”” says
the Secretary for Agricuiture,
Mr Gary Godden. i

Now he fears that the lack of
grézing could lead to a Joss of
stock comparable to the 1949-50
drought when hundreds of thou-
Sands of stock perished,

A tour of the Ciskei last week

revealed the enormity of the

probiem,

Army trucks ferrying hay
into the rural areas and distrib-
uting water at badly hit com-
munities are a common sight.

Everywhere people report
their cattle dying.

We stopped to talk to Mr.

Mkangeli Kondile, of the Kulile
location near Middledrift, .one
of a group of villagers cleaning
out a bone-dry dary,

“I lost a cow today. This is
the third. Now I have six left

and they are thin,” he told us ]

through an interpreter.

He is one of thousands of
Ciskeians rumning smajl herds
who are watching their cattie
drop dead befora their eyes.

"“There is just nothing left in
the veld that an animal can
eat,” said a cattle owner.

The Ciskeian Government,
using some of the RY 500 000
relief grant, railg in hay from
the Transvaal and distributes it
to the headmen at tribal
authorities,

But stilI_the cattle die.

The tWo far-flung,

the individuai herds of the pas-
toral farmers often toe remote
for emergency feed rations tg
reach them. And there is just
not enough hay for everybody,

The money the Ciskeian Gov-
ernment has set aside for the
employment programme has
been allocated to the tribal au-
thorities in all areas in propor-
tion to the population each
represents,

The headmen then pay work-
ers anything hetween R1 and
R2 a day for specially created
jobs like cleaning silt from
dried-up dams or repairing
roads,

But because of the limited
money available, not everybody
can be emiployed every month.
To spread the benefit, groups of
Ciskeidns are employed on a
roster basis in most
communities,

Even so, there will be jobs
for only six months.

The pastoral farmers rely
heavily on home-grown maize
for their. subsistence.‘ Few

S

areas have raised a mealie in
18 months.

" Everything they eat must
now be bought and few have

any income because of the crop ¢

failure. )
“Faced with conditions we
are now experiencing, R7-mil-

lion is a drop in the ocean, -

thankful though we are for it,”
says Mr Godden.

But to the People drawing the
paltry wage, it is everything,

“It is all that many of us can
earn,” says Mr Mandomdili
Mtsamana. '‘Some draw dis-
ability grants or penisions, but
many people are hungry.” .

He has been employed for
two months. Now it will be the
turn of another villager.

“It is in times like this that
only the owners of trading
steres can make any money,”

This year the Department of
Agriculture launched its agri-
cultural credit scheme and pro-
vided seed worth R27000 to
about 200 farmers.

No one could even plant a
AN

_Seed.
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- Own Correspongéht

CAPE TOWN. — Rain has fal-
len in some parts of the
drought-ravaged areas of the
northern and southern Cape
and the Karoo, but a iot
more is needed 1o relieve
the crisis conditions.

Rain has fallen in parts of the
Karoo region, the most se-
verely affected of the three
apricultural areas in the
Cape province.

In all, 32 districts or 80% of the
region, have been or are in
the process of being de-
clared drought-stricken
nreas.

The chief extension officer at
the Grootfontein Agrieultur-
al College in Middelburg, Mr
Johan van der Vyver. said
yesterday that 3lmm had
been recorded in the Ken-
hardt district, the second
biggest district in the region.

«Whether this proves sufficient
ta break the drought re-
mains to be seen DBut the
weather is still promising.”
he said.

Mr Van der Vyver said that
even good rainfall would
have to be followed by mote
rain if the veld was o recov-
er in the near future.

“ A week ago 20mms of rain fell
in one area, but this did not
prevent it from being recom-
mended as a drought-strick-
en area.

1 we have more rain like this
it might be taken off the
list,” he said.

“But the drought has definitely
not been broken.”

A spokesman for the extensinn
office in Springbok said that
rain had fallen in most parts
of Namaqualand.

“The drought has heen broken
in some of the winter rain-
fall areas. In some places it
is very green,’” he said,

He added that the situation was
still “very bad indeed” in
Bushmanland.

Rain was reported in the Little
Karoo where Ladismith and
QOudtshoorn were worst
affected.

A spokesman for the Agricul-
tural Technical Services in
Oudtshoorn said that “very
tittle” rain had fallen and
that a tot mere was necded
in the ared.

More than t4mms of rain was
mensured vesterday morn-

~ ing m Mooreesburg.

Mr W W Burger, technical ser-
vices officer. said that rain
had fallen in many parts of
the Swartland.
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A CAPITAL injection of R300-million — less than this year’s
tax rebates for South Africans — ecould turn Ciskei into a
prosperous and thriving agricultural wonderiand.

The Ciskei that is today crippled by drought, its peeple
facing famine and heavily dependent on a R7 500 000 drought
relief grant from the South African Government, could be
turned into_a major food exporter providing sorely needed jobs
for tens of thousands of its people.

Cislei's Secretary for Agriculture, Mr Gary Gedden, said in
an interview that to bring irrigation to now arid land and build
up a water supply nretwork would cost about R300-million.

“Fvervhody spenks of the Border region heing underdevel-
oped and of the vital need to generate development.

“Yet we have a Ciskei today that has 1460 000 hectares of
underdeveloped land. With the right capital injection and the
prosperity that would come with it every Ciskeian could enjoy
the same standard of living as middle-class South Africans.”

Today Ciskei has only three irrigation schemes — Tyefu, on
the Fish River, Sada, in the Whittlesea area and Keishamma-

Transtorm/ Cis
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hoek. Together these three schemes have a potential of 4 800ha
of-irrigable land, yet only 1 800ha have so far been developed.

“The Keiskamma River basin alone has a potential nf
10 ¢0%ha which could provide employrent for 20 000 penp]e
Mr Godden said.

Ciskei had identifiable water reserves capable of building up
an irrigation network that could bocome the pride of Southern
Africa.

To become a foed exporter, Ciskei would need to develop the
secondary industries vital to agricultire — canning and food
processing plants.

‘“They can only be attracted if we make a start and develop
our land,”” Mr Godden said. .

The drought now crippling Ciskei had undertined the impor-
tance of irrigation, developing water reserves and m'ﬂn!mning
a fodder reserve.

“In Ciskei you cannot depend on dry land farming. It is out
of the question. This is a pastoral country but we do not have
the climate for consistent food production without irrigation.”
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Severa! areas of South. |
Africa have been bit by
drought in tha last fow §
months. In some places
the drought has been do-
scribed es the worst in
living memory, leading
some officials to believe
that tha spactre of fam-
ine looms in many areas.
But the drought is not
the only culprit. Poverty,
unaniploymaoent, poor
farming mothods, and
lack of education have
aggravated the situation.
While immediate relief is
the most pressing nesd,
to dvoid a repetition of a
similar situation devslop-
ing in the future it ia
necossary that the con-
~ tributory factors are at-

tended to as soon as the
situation is under con--
trol. CHRIS FREIMOMND
of ‘the Rand Daily Mail
' Southern Africa Bﬁreau
reviewsa the situation in -
KwaZulu, ona of the .
worst-hit ‘areas, while
ROB NUTTALL reports
on how Ciskei hes been

' afflicted’

" PARCHED earth and poverty  The area near Tugela Ferry,
have combined to cripple Kwa- barely 100km from Maritzburg,
Zulu and highlight the pitiful is said to be the worst hit in
conditions in Seuth Africa’s KwaZulu with wasted cattle dy-
black rural areas. ing in eloying mud pools that no

The drought that destroyed longer contain enough water to
the sugar cane crop has alsp drink,

withered the meagre maize .

patches on which 2 500 000 Zu-
- lus depend :for: their
subsistence.

Along the coast the unaccus- .
tomed .eye is deceived by the (rees to survive. .. - .
relative grenness of the stunted . The drought has been de-
cane fields. But inland, endless .geribed as the worst in living

Even hafdy goats, able to
withstand lengthly droughts,
are little more than bags of

4 vistas of bare brown -veld. memory. Traditional water

. where scrawny caitle nibhle.sonrces on which tribesfolk
" listlessly at dry stubble leave ¢ 1besio

*no doubt that the land is dying. dry.

hones eating the bark of thorn -

have relied for generations are ..

e mighty Tugela and Um-
folozi rivers are reduced to
siuggish streams churned mud-
dy brown by hundreds of cattle
that trek there to slake their
burning thirst and tear hungrily
at the sparse grass patches on
the banks.

For the Zuius, the failure of
their crops, loss of water
sources and -deterioration of
their cattle are disasters of the

-worst kind. ;

The KwaZulu Seérefary for
Agriculture, Mr J P Ferreira,

-said as many as 150 000 cattie
.= 16% of the.national herd -
- may die this Winter. Butf'h_e

poiﬁted oui that about 100 00¢

die annually in KwaZulu
rough disease, old age and
thér related causes.

“Things are very bad in

W gomne areds but it's not a case

of people and animals dropping
dead ali over the place from
famine. We haven't heard of a
single case of anyone actually

" dying of starvation.
“‘The Government and tribal

" autherities are doing all they
can to help the people and as-
sistance is coming from out-
side,”” Mr Ferreira said.

~ Qnly reiief aid — First from
the KwaZulu Government _and

Buthelezi said that poorer peo-
ple were in ‘‘dire straits” as a
result of the drought and many
had heen unable to produce
enough food to subsist.

“But it isn’t as if everyone is
on the verge of starvation. Re-
member we don't only have a
subsistenee economy. There is
also a cash economy and a flow
of . cash from outside Kwa-
Zulu,” he sz\‘gl L

*oa

The drought conditions were

expected to push up the inci-
dence of malnutrition, but it
" had always been a problem in
the region. "X

“then from. the Snuth African_ e X
e : - "TRé acting
. éuga_r ‘{\Es,oc ;t_}_on, the Red_. the Charles

Amatikulu rely on.
neighbouring white su---
gar cane farmers to
supply them with wa-
ter for. cooking and
drinking

Picturs: VITA PALESTRANT
-




wdence~of malnutrition,”
“Tiad always heen'a problem in

Only relief aid — first from
KwaZulu Government and
from the South*African-.
ar Association, ' the Red
ogs and major husiness con-

Millions of rand in cash and
¥ kind are pouring into the re- .
gion. The sugar association has
arranged for cane farmers to
| cart water into villages sur-
H rounding their estates. In more
remote areas, bulk tankers un-
der the auspices of the Kwa-
Zulu administration’s  “Oper-
ation Water’* serve the needs of
thirsty peasants.

“Jn-the words of the sugar
association’s water distribution
co-ordinator, Mr -Neville Pol-
kinghorne, who farms near
Amatikulu; “This time it's for
real. The dams of many white
farmers are drying up fast. The
water table has never been so
fow."”

" The cane crop was expected
to' be only 30 % to 40% of
normal. This would aggravate’
the situation for tribesmen who
relied on jobs during the cut-
ting season which would now be
much shorter, Mr Polkinghorne
.gaid,

Mrs Inka Mars, the vice-

airman of the Natal Red -

gs Society, which is co-or-
dinating the distribution of
emergency food supplies, said
the response to the crisis by
pusinessmen had been
overwhelming. :

Hundreds of tons’ of maize
meal, soup, powdered milk and
glucose sweets had been chan-
-elled into KwaZulu:

The drought had emphasised
the poverty existing In the re-
gion where people struggled at
the best of times,r Mrs Mars
c-said. - - )

. The Red Cross would contin-
ue relief work while it was
needed and as long as busin-
- esses continued to support the
call for emergency supplies.

The KwaZulu Government
lLas provided R3 200 000 to pay
‘men and women who will work
in the community on roads,
erosion prevention and  other
maintenance projects.,

KwaZulu's. Chief IHnister,
Chief Gatshd Buthele?i, is ami-
jous that his people do not be-
-§ come totally reliant on outside

- Tielp. The R1,25 daily wage will
allow them to retain their dig-
_nity and also buy some essef-

tial food. ’ :

Opening an agricultural show
at Nongoma recently he
said: ‘*“We believe that the

been assailed for so many gen-

erations demands thalt we
“should enable them to keep
~their chins up ever in Lhe midst
-of our present adversities.” -

T In‘an interview later, Chief

Metns — .has prevented imore Hospital at Nqutu, Dr Bill For-
suffering. a ster, said it was too early fo
R o imasegay-how: the drought would af-

~ Drought is not the only factor.

- cused on immediate relief, the

‘now beyond reclamation, the

* startling news from KwaZulu

_Councilior, Dr Selma Browde

of 10,

* ticularly in black rural areas.

black man’s dignity which has =

s L -
The\\ircught conditions: were.
expected to push up the i

=4

the region, *'

"’ The acting superintendent at
the Charles Johnson Memorial

fect the malnutrition problem.
The symptoms. would take
three to six months to manifest. §
themselves. - (\:

Bul he agreed with Chief
Buthelezi that malnutrition was
nothing new te KwaZulu.

“It's a complex problem.

Poverty, unemployment, lack
of education and poor land all
contribute and are aggravated
by drought and crop failure,”
he said.

But while all attention is fo-

institute of Natural Resources
in Maritzburg has warned that
it is ‘‘vitally necessary” fo
jook  ahead to prevent mass f°
junger and an ecological col-
lapse in KwaZulu.

“The rate at which soil is
heing lost in the Watal region
has reached alarming propor-
tions dnd when the inevitable
torrential rains come later this
year the presently baked plains
and hills of KwaZulu will be
further stripped of valuable top
soil,”’ a spokesman for the in--
stitute said.

The “misery” in the region
could not be blamed solely on
the drought. Proper planning,
years ago, could have avoided
the “'spectre of famine” which
loomed over the land.

Over-population and over-
grazing of land that should, in
the first place, have never sup-
ported people or cattle had rav-
aged areas many of which were

spokesman said.

And in Johannesburg, the

and other drought stricken re-
gions has prompted the forma-
tion of a nation-wide hunger
relief drive.

The Institute of Race Rela-
tions yesterday launched *Op-
eratiop. Hunger”, whick is an
extension of the Hunger Con-
cern Programme started last
year by Johannesburg City

and Dr Nthato Motlana, chair-
man of the Sowete Committee

The instituie believes there
is a need to fight malnutrition
throughout the country, par-

Emergency aid will be chan-
clled into crisis areas when it
iz needed, but the long-term
aim of “Operation Hunget”
will be to promote self-reliarice
and seek solutions to the nias-
sive problems causing poverty
in South Africa. :
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Cnser tionists
..x%ﬁn \B% on

& ! .
killer insecticide

Stafi Reporter planting and the Curaterr gets
AN AGRICULTURAL insecti- into our rivers?
cide which has caused havee * ‘It is ridiculous that the En-

| with wildlife in the Caprivi dangered Wildlife Trust should
area has evoked strong reac- be spendifig thousands of rands
tion among conservationists on research to conserve wvul-
who have called on the Govern- tures and then one or two mis-
ment to ban it. : guided individuals can destroy
In the latest bulletin of En- more than 250 of the birds with
dangered Wildlife Trust, Dr the greatest of ease because
John Ledger, chairman of the theY have access to a deadly
trust’s vulture study group, POISOH he Sf"‘d' )
called for the insecticide to be ~ Dr Ledger is chairman of the
banned. vulture {}gsub-commxt'tee of the
The source of the insecticide, Internatfonal Coqnc:l ‘for Bird

known as Curaterr, appears to Preser%tlon._ ‘ e
be the Economic Development , Cons®rvation authorities
Corporation’s agricultural pro- throughout all maize-growing
ject, which has bought large areas ing Africa should be .
quanitities of it. warned .about the danger pf
I‘f i tion has b Curaterr, he said. S
“Information has been re- In two separate incidents the
ceived about ducks and gthg" insecticide has been used to
‘g’hateFfOWIt_b‘?g‘E ,mel‘_l’ne B { poison earcasses that were then
Cae‘rilxr:lisec icide In the XaSt  eaten by scavengers.
privi. ‘ Near the Kwande River,

“The birds presumably dig members,of the South African
up the maize seed after plant- Defence Force found .a dead
ing. Hundreds of paralysed impala which had traces of &
birds are found in the mealie blue erystalline suljstance on it.
lands and the locals collect  Around: the imPala were a

them. It is only a matter of geaq liom, dead warthog and
time before people get poi- ahout 100 dead vulfures.. The
soned,” he warned. . blue crystals were identified as
. “The information about the. Curaterr. _

paralysed waterfowl seems to In the second pdisoning, Cur-
indicate Curaterr should not be aterr was applied to a dead
used at all, even if adequate elephant near Katima Mulilo.
supervision could be assured. Six lions and about 150 vultures
What happens if rain washes were found dead around the
away a maize field just after carcass.

Q‘.....«...........




| Pa_rasites

to beat<\ i{r\
citrus w“”“‘“
pests \“’9t

Farming " Cormpondent

_ The citrus mdustry it dige
cardmg pesticides,

" Biological eontrol’ of cit.
Tus pests “is: taking- over
from msect:cides, said Dr
M Samway of . the' Ciftis
and Subtropical: Rmearch-‘

‘ I-nstr‘tute m Nelspmit
today.

Red scale an insect
pest on citrus trees,’ had
at’ Letaha Estate become
s0 resistant to insecticides
that trees became defol—
tated and fruit was lost. .

Alternative control, by
usirig naturdl parasites ;of

“red scale proved - iims
mensely suceessful, -

Mr Frank Honiball, ‘the
estate’s insect expert ‘is
confident.that the phasing
out " of insecticides: wxl!
actually improve pest cou- ‘
trol. .

During  ‘the 1979/80
season 115 000 treES at, iﬁhe
estate ‘received . mo’” spray
at all, and mext season no
insecticides would be used
against red scale.

‘Professor A . Caman,
from the Unjversity - of
California who last week
visited the instltute at
Nelspruit;, said that con-
trol by red : scale paras-

ites should .be established”
before resistance against
- pesticide developed. . - -

Theén the pestmide
, would be stilt at “hand 'Ln
| case of an emergency

Against lesser pests,
such as thrips and psylla,
natural pargsites wera- ‘naf
as effective as against yed
scale. More research had:
to be done. Insecticides-
had still tg be used
agalnst them.
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'FOOD — the

‘went- b, makifig

R

drought’s

FAMINE and starva-
tion stalk KwaZulu
and the Ciskei, Mal
nutrition is wide-.
spread” and chronie
elsewhere too. And
this in a copntry
which exports large
quantities . of food,

eat well enough to suf-
fer from the diseases
of obesity. '

The food crisis cannot
simply be attributed tp the
drought. It hdfpersisted
through good sedsons and
bad since before World
War One. S

Nor is it the result of
ignorance, either in mat-
ters relating to production
or nutrition, for in earlier

for the market,

overall fajlure of “produc-
tive capacity, for
agricultural production
has soared since Worid
War Two.

The crisis is directly the
result of structural ten.
dencies in the politica]
economy  of . the region,

fective

It is, ahove all® the
effect of a” policy which
concentratese rural popula-
tionis on land which cannot

sustain them  without .
massive reforms and

:assistance- Lo
Landless -

This polfey w
developed “hand in hand

.

} with. the migrant labour

system. Landless men were
forced to work. on the
mines at wages Delow
subsistence level,

family * heads . in' the
Transkei had ng Iand, In
turn, the migrant lahour
'system had a deleterious
effect on agrieultural pro-
duction and on the health
of the people. Wom

were unable to carry 'o%
all  the functions of
agricultural Production,
-and  entered ‘the wage
market, They hecame in-
creasingly reliant on trad.
ing stores for their food.

In the . absence
-agricultural co-operatives,’
they soid their maize to-
the traders, S

The ¢hildren suffered —
Imalnutrition ig most clear-
ly evident in.children after
they ha};e been weaned
and their mothers enter
the labour market. A study
conducted in what is now
Botswana during the 19403
showed a direct relation
@etwegq malnutrition and

lie migrant labeur system,

Wild planis _

The State encouraged
sheep—raising from early in
the ~eentury, = Vet . con-
HMradictorily “it-p

- holiey of.
‘ ﬁe‘e“p“‘c{é‘ﬁﬁ‘d‘"e‘

Pithe”
nutritious collatjon called
miino . jn Transket
became - hardey io find.
’piaditionally, .meize and
sorghum - had %Qeen eaten
8s supplements tg meat,
n their own, they lacked
vifal nutrients nNecessary
for a halanced (et

The mair
beneficj ries of
developments m rural. .

local

e

AICES WETE 9 21 ol 195 e s

and where the rich

years the peasants of
Southern  Africg £ ed
themselves and theirp .

families and also produced

Reforms

It is not the result of aia '

tendencies which the State 1d

© percent
& | -eithers SUBHGTEE" 5¥1% inef-

incounteracting. -~

\tion in Natal,
ag”

By ‘the 1930s, -30000

&
of

=who has

S . Ao TR
crisis’that is not due to
fell hand |
to structural economic factors
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By ALF STADLER

fone but also

Professor and head of the Depart- |
ment of Political Studies, Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand. He Is
currently ‘studying the politics of
food, housing and transport

A
-
14

ty who came to “control
most of the stock and ac.
cess to land. By 1935 03

- - = ﬂ '“‘
By the 1940s, - pecple
" without stock amounted to

23 percent of .the pepula-
35 perpent
In the Ciskei and nearly
half  in " Transkei, By
the middle 1950s, . the.
“homelands”, leng’ in a
state, of  serious decline,
were iin ‘a_‘state of col
lapse. Yet State regulation

" of- influk ~fo - the “cities

forces increasing numbers
of ‘people fo'live in areas
which h8ve become. Liffle
.more than dormitories.

' 5 ma@l

Undoubtedly the ' land
could support more neaple
in  these areas if ap-
-propriate ' reforms . and
measures were introditced.,
But the model of agrieul.
tural development which
the state encourages is
large-scala “industrial-
ised” production. -

_In the white- areas,
agrieulture is
centrated in- the hands of
small numbers of large-
-scale farmers, who recejve
lavish State assistance in
the form . of oans.
subsidies, marketin
networks and magnificen
technical asgistance, -

Traclor

" Technical advice hardly.
tomprehends the problerns
of the small-scale producer
—~ when ', a few vears ago,
I asked an official ahout
equipment for small pro-
ducers, ke replied that if
they could afford 2 small
tractor, they could afford a
big one. But the real pro-
blem is
camnot afford a  tractor,
and the bigger problem is

the  woyuld-be
d

o
o

t

The main lines of the
country's avricultural
poticy  werd Igig in the
19205,

In effect it en-
couraged the production of
exvorts and held local
nrices high by withdra.
ng “surplus® production
from loegl markets. It en.
couraged the ungrading of
production for mn-
ternatinngl markete swhilna

T Food production

 Muniejpal

. direet

heavily con.’

the producer whe :

producer

" Jocal consumers and small
broducers.

A distinguished British
~food  expert called it a
““Palicy of scarcity”,

R

and
distribution is monopolis-
‘ed by the giants. The
market gardens  which
-onte “surrounded the ma-
Jor citles “have Deen

. obliterated under :
~Sprawl .

suburban L
regulations pro-
- ‘hibit . livestock

an assumption ‘
- deserves eritical atténtion
- ag family pets (inedible
- also carry disease. - -

The hajor part of our

food is produced in- areas

Temote from ' muost o

sumers. Food prices ‘have
- escalated, partly hecause

of costs of transportation

- and packaging,

- Turbulence ‘5

There 'is a direct. link
hetween political power
and contro! over food sup-
plies. There

ween the cost of food and
the levels of wages and
wage demands, a rela-
tionship which unites a
diverse array of interests
on this issne, though the
present  system probably
works to depress wages,

There
though sometimes complex
and indirect, between food

supplies and prices and .

politica} turbu]em;e.

The miners' . strikes of
1920 and  194g
preceded by food riots
and  influenced by con-
ditions in the reserves.
‘Protracted struggles on
" the land have taken place
7 for much of this century
where the- State hag im.
posed controls over arcess
to land or intervened in
production.

in urban
areas for health reasons, -
“which..

is also a.
relationship  bet- -

is also a link,

were |
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Victim of Soth Africa's worst drought for 15 ves'-—
thousands of catile have already died and there is little
sign of the drought easing.

SOUTH AFRICA’S share of
the continent’s worst
drought for 15 years has
now reached the propor-

— with recovery for some
areas at least a seasol
away. -
Economists from the com-
mereial banks and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are trying
desperately -to estimate the
eventual total cost of the dam-
age — while new reports of
drought-stricken and threat-
ened areas continue to pour in.
The Transvaal is the only
significant agricultural area to
have escaped the disaster.
Many areas cannot now be
caved even by immediate and
ample rains — their veld is
stripped bare and, according to
the department, will take a

long time and good manage-

ment to recover. In fact, heavy
rains could mow increase the
damage to unprotected grazing
lands. :

tions of a national disaster -

Drought n
national

In Natal, battling through its
second year of drought in a
row, some officials helieve that
the situatich is now so bad that
the Government's normal pro-
cedures for districts to be pro-
claimed disaster areas are
insufficient.

A more sweeping approach
should be taken, it is felt, to
follow-up the joint pledge T-f aid
en or-

wood and Agricuiture Minister -

Hendrik Schoeman.

The legal Tecognition of re-
gional disaster areas, rather
than districts, could free Pro-
yincial administrations from
treasury inhibitions against dis-
pensing significant emergency
aid from current budgets.

One senior provincial official
toid the Sunday Express: “The
farmers and all the country
people are really hurt now.

‘“We are giving as much aid
as we can, but pntil Govern-
ment takes a lead in freeing us
from legal constrictions, much

of what we are giving has to be
organised by bending the

rules.”
The time-honoured procedure

for declaring a disaster area

begins with organised agricul-
tural institutions, such as the
Agricultural Union.

They have to make represen-
tations to district magistrates
in each district affected. .

The magistrates then initiate
investigation by officials of the
Department of Agriculture,
who submif reports fo the
Minister.

If the Minister agrees to pro-
claim a disaster area, aid is
Ynade available. In the case of
gtock farmers, the aid comes in
four stages. First, a 7% rebate
on the cost of transporting fod-
der is givem: next survival
loans may be given: next
comes, in the case of sheep,
assistance at B2 a head half
being a subsidy and the halance
a loan: finally aid is stepped up
to R3 a head with R1,60 as a
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subsidy, R1,40 as & loan.
-@ Financial aid to farmers rec-
omprended by the Jacobs Com-
mittee includes: .
Extension for another year —
until the end of August 1981 —
of the interest subsidy of 3,5%.
on the carryover debts of farm-
ers on production credit grant-
ed by their cooperatives.

Extension of the subsidy to
carrvover debts of farmers on
production credit for the 1978
1980 seasen as at August 31,
1980. The subsidy is payable
from September 1, this year
%nd is effective up to August
31, 1980.

Production credit, including
stockfeed loans, by coopera-
tives to their members for the
1980-1981 season, repayable
over a maximum of four years.

Farmers in difficuities have
veen officially urged to apply to
the Land Bank or Agricultural
Credit and Land Tenure for
consolidation of debts and
emergency production credit.
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mfolozi

QT Financial Editer
ANGLO American was yesterday revealed as the mystery huyer
behind the purchases of at least 27 farms in the Umfolezi area
at a cost of B20 miilion. )

But Anglo American is
not talking with the
Umfolozi mill board on
huying the mill and a
spokesman for the co-op-
erative said that the ques-
tion of appointing Anglo
directors to the board
would have to be decided
by the members.

The Umfolozi Co-op’s
hoard is to meet with
Anglo representatives ‘in
the near future’. There
are ahout 144 white grow-
ers attached to the mill.

Umfelozi has appointed
Finansbank as profes-
sional advisers and last
Friday met with the
unnamed ‘party’ which
has expressed an interest
int buying the mill.
Disgussions

‘Constructive discus-
sions were held and these
are continuing,” the co-op
said. it hag started taiks
with the relevant Govern-
ment departments’ on the
issue.

Finansbank said that
Anglo American had con-
firmed to them that they

were behind Jeremy Tim-
bers, whicl has been ‘ac-
tively’ buying sugar farms
in the Umfolozi area.

Angto said it had no sin-
ister motives, that it
planned to continwe with
sugar farming and ‘it
wished to co-operate in a
positive manner with
Umfolozi and its
members.’

Torngaat?

Finanshank would not
reveal the identity of the
potential miil buyer but it
is quite possible that
Tongaat is acting in the
deal.

Mr Chris Griffiths, an
executive director of
Anglo American, hag been
in Natal this week and re-
terned te Johanneshurg
last night.

He is a director of
Huletts and Tongaat and
chairman of SA Forest
Investments.

Speculation has heen
rife in the area for several
months as rumonrs of

large land sales swept the -

north coast from Hluhluwe
down to Empangeni.

'The mill was the sub- |

ject of a 122 bm bid from
Huletts last vear, foliow-
ing reported dissatisfac-
tion from farmer
members of the co-0p.

ey pempmom,
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By Hannes Ferguson
Farming Cnrrespnndcnt

South Africa has about
12 000 hardened stock
rustlers, qecording to P
Hee sources. Ang they
say the laws against rust-
ling Aare not tough
enough-

Major-General c T
Zietsman, Chief of the
C1D, said that police stat-
istics showed a slight dec-
rease in ctock thofts. The
total number of cases T
ported so11 from 14 163 in
the first half of 1679 to
13 460 in the gecond half.

The number of -animals
involved decreased from
74993 to 63 406; proset-
g 500 to 6 246.

But, said, the law
apainst stock theft did not
achieve ity PUrpose,
heecause fines and  prison
gentences were 100 jenient.

SENTENCES

In terms of the stock
Theft At of 1959, first
of fenders could be fined
nof More than Rl 0N or
cont to prison for up 10
two yCars. gulseauent
convictions earricd 2
maximum gentence
three years

At the § esent prices of
livestock, this wag not
much of 2 detarrent.

Only & graall percentagt
of reported cases led 10
conviction. The evidence

had usually beed anten DY

the time the eulprits weee
caughi, he said.

Regular release of pris
oners on parole Was an-
othar problem. Siark
thieves, onte O ut of
prison, 500N returned to
rusting.

General  Zietsman pit
the annual 1055 to framers
through stock  theft at
R6-million.

Rustling
Africa’s

ACToSH South

| &

Borders was

v)
/

wnder eontrol,
Border patrols
L1impopo were

reagonably
he said.
along the
effective.

in the Free State, spe-
cial border stock  theft
units operated from Wit
rieshock, Fouriesburg,
Trickshurs. Ladybrand,
Wepener and Thaba Nenu.

These Units had ob-
{ained excellent co-opera-
tion from the Lesotho and
Bonhuthats\vann authori
ties, sal Major Gerre
Smit at Ladybrand.

if there was Al upsurge
in rustling comewhere, &
strong horse commando
was immediately mounted,
assisted DY police on mo-

toreycles. Such patrols
remained in the saddle
fof4 lng hotrs, being

away from base
on -end.  They wore very
successful.

The SA Agricultural
Union, coneerned ahout
the trend in stock thelts,
has repeatedly urged the
Governmaent 1o do some-
{hing about it.

Recently, @ gAAU  de-
legation saw the Minigte?
of Justice, Mr Alwy¥n Sehle-
husch, It was prought to
the Minister’s notice that
fines and jail terms as
pravided for by
Theft Act were inade-
quate.

provincial lepislation on
game theft  was neh
oughet and included the
confiseation of vehicles
used im the crime. the
detegation mimod out.

The Minister gaid  he

would look into the mat-

ter, bul covld not promise
anvthing.

The SAAU delemation
also suggcsted a review of
the parole system put My
gehiebusch repited that it
would he difficult t0 g0l
ate one type of offence
for special parole treat-
ment.

N

for weeks’

e e s
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~ Farming- Oorrespondent _

The new ' ‘Minister of Agm

culture,” Mr ‘Pietie di
‘Pletsis, said yéstetday-
.the transmort problems
of the Transvaal Lowyveld
deserved special -atten-
Aion.

The Minister declmed to
comment on his new de-

’ partment’s po]ncy ‘before
taking over ‘the- rems
from Mr Schoeman,

As Member .of . Parliament
for Lydenburg, however,
he said the Lowveld part
of his constituency suf-
fered . because of mgh

. rdilway tariffs fer the
products  of Lowveld
farms. This was stran-
gling the Lowveld’s deves
lopment.-

Speaking as Deputy-
Minister of Finance, he
.emdorsed the opinion of

the Jacobs  Commitiee
that little could be done
to lower farm costs, such
as the cost of pesticides,
fuel and implements,

~| On this issue, the SA Agri-

‘cultura], Union, has
recently expressed strong
views,, The prices of farm
‘reqmslt% just had:to be
kept in check, the SAAU

- said, contra.w to Mr du

‘Plesms v1ew,




Farming Correspondent

The -drought has almost
been broken in thé Cape
and  part of northern
Natal,

A spokesman for the
weather bureau sald in
Preturia today that wide.

. spread rains had fallen in
most of the Karoo.

The drought-stricken
north-western Cape had
had some relief, 0'Okiep
getting .6 mm and other
blaces somewhat more.
The little Karoo. also
benefited,

about 9 mm,
rain is needed.’

. Canarvon with 18 mim,

N Ty,

averaging -
but more -

Matroosherg (Ceres) (31
mn:}, Piketberg (20 mm),
and the Fraserburg

‘Butherland area ali shared

in the welcome rains.

With the warmer
weafther, the veld will
start improving. . :

Wheat farmers “in the
Swartland - Morreesburg;
Malmesbury — may even

look forward to,a bumper
crop. In Piketberg and
Porterville, those farmers
where some seed wheat
managed to germinate at
the start of the season,
can expeet a modest erop
after all.

In Natal, Melmoth got
17 mm, which points to
relief in a desperate situa-

tion in the southern part

(CTEEY

of “the northern Natal-
kwaZulu drought belt, -

The northern part and
the coastal strip, as well
as the Natal Midlands will
still remain parched, wait-
ing for their turn.

The weather is clearing
now, and it will be some
time before raing can be
expected again,

%

has br

—

ok

In the Free State, the |

|

Riemland area — Frank- .

‘fort, Tweeling, Reitz -—

- got spring rains that will |,

Breatly henefit wheat
farmers,

In Potchefstroom (with
24 mm of rain) and Be-

thal (18 mm) districts in

the Transvaal, ' farmers
will be able to start

ploughing.
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MARITZBURG __ Agri-
Culiure in South Africa, »

cultural Unjop,
Farm DProduction -Costs

Soared phy 94 Dercent,

While nei garp Income
rose hy gy bercent ip
1979. TLagt Fear was the

Cost Incregases exceeded
Income last Year, evyen

The return gn capital
used ip agrienltyre was
7.3 bercent, Compared tq
13,5 Percent ig Commerce
and industry,

From December 1972 ¢
June 1979 the farm debt

Risa1, G;m-ﬂllon fo
R2994-m111&0n. -
The drought had affee.

ted Rearly all sectorg of
aming 'jin 4 Manner iy

Which 4 “man-made
any. -hope,

0
remedy held




Ihe ‘Natal Mercury, Friday,”September 5, 1980

' Mercury Reporter -

THE Natal Agricultural Union congress in Durban yes-
terday passed a resolution opposing further consolida-
tion of KwaZulu and calling on the Government to
consider alternative plans for Natal.

The resolution, moved by Mr‘ Gerrie' de Jong, MP for
Maritzburg South and a member ‘of the Lions River Agricui-

Hrral Sgciety, was withdrawn after a heated debate from the
oor, . ’

The congréss also passed a resolution by Mr Peter Miller,
MPC for South Coast and a member of the East Griqualand
Farm

ers’ Association, insiructing the council of the NAU to

De Jong ...
.. not viable

*NYW uT waTqoxd ay3z o3 paridde 3q

. convene a-special congress to investi

gate th_e effects and impii-

cations of the proposed consolidation of KwaZulu on agriculture

in Natal.._

Experts including representatives of the Government, the

Province, KwaZulu and agrieultural ecenomists had to address
the congress hefot:e general debate.

The subject of consolidation wa
congresses because it was a poli
president, Mr. Donald Sinclair, ru
tance to farmers that it could
congress,

‘After all if is our land that is involved," he said. 3
In a fiery speech Mr de Jong tald the congress. that:
rejected the concept of creating an independent KwaZulu and .

5 ndt discussed- at previuus'
tical issue but yesterday the

not be ignored at this year

ent’

led that it was of such impor- )
5 ..

o

——

+ convened without delay. .

plans for Natal
asl_c%jattlécle_con

Mr de Jong said that if farmers supported the _phiiosoghy ‘of
an independent homeland then they must. suppork ‘meaningful

gress to call ‘on the Government to stop ‘chopping

consolidatiort, but if they opposed further consolidation they -

miust reject the whole idea of a divided Natai. )
His resolution stated that KwaZulu in its present fragmented

form was not viable and no amount of consolidation could make
it viable. . = - '

Mr de Jong said the Government had Jejected alterpative
plans for Natal, and he requested in-his fesolufion lhat sther
dispensations for the province should be considered. )

r deJong agreed-to withdraw the resolutien after an assur-
ance from the president that the special .congress would be

__ Abandon ‘cheap food policy’ plea
~ at Agricultural Union congress

¥

‘Mercory Reporter
- A RESOLUTION calling on the Government to
abandon its cheap foed policy was passed at
the annual congress of the Natal Agricultuial
~Union in Durban yesterday. o :
= The resolution said fariners must be ade-
quately compensated for their farm ptoduce
and the public must be ediicated to pay a rea-
senahle price for food, .
Speakers from the floor said some coimpan-
ies were allowed profit margins of 300

price of red meat was raised by & percentage.
that was lower: than the inflation rate.

- The. president, :Mr, Donald Sinclair, said if
farmers. were .not:’allowed & return. on  their
capital they would be forced 1o leave. thej
farms. He said over the past 20 years ihe num
ber of farmers had dropped .from 124000 o~
0000, - T

‘Farmers do not leave their farms beedhse

they want to, but because they are forced to,’

u
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ne crops, cattle began to die of hunger.

All that survives in parts of
KwaZulu are the acacia thorn trees and
Alcock was aware of their nufritional

potential.
Geod hay

Ground scacia branches make good
hay while pods and seeds contain 17 per-
cent crude protein: better than lueerne.

Cattie and goats know this, too, and
eat acacia pods wherever they find them.
But unless the pods are ground, they
complete their digestive, journey intact
and {all out again with the dung drop-
pings.

A University of Cape Town biologist,

make an intensive study.

Her investigations so far show an
average of 2500 acacia trees per hectar
in KwaZulu. Intensive pruning of the
trees can yield seven tons of hay per hec-
tare but less than that i1s the norm,

- Children watch in awe as ong of the lemga ham-
- mer mills grmds thorn branches into cattle fodder

has not broken, killed off food and lucer-.

Miss Sue Milton, joined Mr Alcock to

AS THOUSANDS OF 4 \
N

AGACIA PODS

GO UNDER THE HAMMER

About 10 kilograms of
the hay a day is enough to
sustain a cow: and in these
desperate times that is
enough.

While cattle are falling
dead all over KwaZulu,
Alcock’s are healthy.

BP Southern
local branck of the in-
ternational oil giant, heard
of the scheme and presen-
ted three hammer mills
for a pilot study.

Mr Alcock ‘rustled up
tractors, needed to tow
and power -the mills, and
sent out the.word that he
was -in the market for
acacia branches and bags
of seed pods.

Africa,”

Zulus; their own
livelihood imperilled by
the drought, streamed in
with hags of pods balanced
on their heads from as far
as 30 kilometres away.

Neil Aleock’s task now
is.to overcome traditional
resistance fo things new
and fo involve as many
peasant farmers as he can.

Judging from the effect
at a demonstration in

sun-scorched Msinge this .

week, when cows and
goats streamed in from the
rocky hills around fo sam-
ple the acacia fodder, he
won’t have too much trou-
hle.
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Finger-lickin good " ... ..

¥
“COLONEL Harland Sanders, that southern gentleman ;I ;,, { ;/1 ,’)u_ ,ﬁ,_v‘* 7 P\L vr
who made a fertune with his finger-lickin-good fried _ K

chicken, is 90 on Tuesday. Thousands of less privi. . L
leged South Afncans will share in his birthday feast, ), V\mx?g_
Kentucky Fried Clucken outlets in Seuth Africa o i
" will mark the day with special lunch boxes for the heedy. | L H,««"‘
. -

About 15(}0 people W111 share m th1s hounty m‘_
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Maybury of Duropenia, 0f
New Germany  getung
together to co-ordinate the
Amanzi Crisis Commitee
and Duropenta’s efforts in
providing water to the
people of the Umgeni
Valley. Duropenta is
donating ~piping Wworth
R20 000 to the committee.

©)

pre-primary to Standard Z
at Convent High took part
in. a sponsored walk tO
raise funds for the
drought relief fund.
Represeniatives  Orlando
Caires {pre-primary),
Juliet Caires (Class 2) and
Kathryn Smart (class 1)

‘Danna Flack and Fed

Ninety-seven chiidren -

hrought the Sunday
Tribune a <cheque for
R640,04
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ANGRY Zulu farmers
in the Msinga area this
week, Mzhitheni Mdiy-
li, tho man whose catt-
le were impounded
this week, is in the
white shirt at front left,
Extreme right, Mshise.
ne Malembe, the
stergkeepef w h o
came 1o the rascue of
a fellov-Zuly.

From Page 14

-has only. heard one such

appeal in over 20 months.

Usttally the Zulu far-
mers are too poor to

engage and brief legal |

counsel.

Mr  Alcock’s
Agricultural Project pro-

vides a imeasure of relief.

It has lent farmers

akout R4 500 to release |

theéir impounded cattle and
now holds some of the
herds as security. But
CAP's funds are also
severely  restricted,

drought  continues,
seems, cattle will continue
to stray over the frontier.
Everybody agrees that
the situation
plosive one,

There are a ntmber of
dllegations of assault from
the Zulus. They sa¥ shots

have béen fired at them

AS;;
long ag the murderopgi
i

is an ey T

\
!

and their cattle. There are

dark hints of retaliation.

The white farmers say
they know of roadblocks
which have béen set up to
trap them. They know
some of their names are
marked.

Mr Gill says: %At the
moment the tension has
eased, for me anyway, but
that's because I'm policing
iy fence and the blacks
think i*: not worth the
risks for them to come in
anymore. But I don't know
how long this will 1ast.”

Church |
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r§ are still
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By DEON DU PLESSIS
and ROD JACKSON-SMITH

In 1398 Weenen's then
magistrate Maynard
Mathews said in his annual
report: “I should like to
draw the attention of the
government to the iniqui-
tous operation of the
Pound Law as it at present
stands. The owner of the
smallest patch of cul-
tivated ground can seize
his  neighbour’s stock
straying one foot upon h;s
land and so one-sided is
the law in favour of the
cultivator that shameful
cases have actually oc.
curred in the village in
which small strips of fin-
fenced land beside
roadways thave been
planted with grain for the
express purpose of
trapping eattle with the
object of deriving the
proceeds of Pound Fees
and damages allowed by
law.”

The situation today; as
Weenen's tough white far-

mers are quick to point
out, iz rather more
complex than his worthy
Victorian view.

Nevertheless " its effects
have led the territory in-
t0 a bitter spiral of
violenee and resentment.

Peter Gill, Weenen
stock farmer and late of
Angola and Rhodesia,
when he started living on
his farm last November he
haq death threats, He was
told by Zulus across the
border ke would be run
off his farm.

“But this i my third
time round and I will not
be chased away,” he
declared.

Cattle are the basis of
the problem, Under the
Natal Found Ordinance,
just as it was back in 1898,
a farmer may seize any
livestock straying on his
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White farmers still have some

broperty.

Under the ordimance he
may impound the animals
and, within 96 hours, have
the amount of damage
caused to his property
assessed by two “disip.
terested”’ people.

The former may also
have the trespassing
animals sent from his
farm tp the nearest
muniecipat pound - in this
case at Weenen — where
they are held until the
owner coines to bail them
out,

A3 the drought has
withered their pastures ag
well, some Weenen far.
mers have begun applying
the Pound Law vigorously.
The  Zulus say too
vigorously.

Mr Gill said that in
some cases damages. for
ilegal prazing in soil
erosion areas have been
assessed at as mueh as B35
per beast. He says that he
returng  all  bona fide
strays  without taking
action. The assessment for
damages, which includes
compensation for all the
trespassing cattle not
caught, is done on the
basis of destruction of
pasture in relaticn tp the
entire area of available
grazing (which ‘is fast
dwindling) and the needs
of the particular farmer.,

The Zulus say this is far
too much, but Mr Gill
says: “What happens
when my farm is flat
tened? Where am I going
o et grass of my ywn?”

The white farmers say
Zulu herdsmen cut their
fences at night, driving in
“illegal” herds and driving
them back to Zululand
again before dawn,

n (]
Grinpling

Zulu farmers say it ig
virtually impossible tg
Leep their cattle off the
greener “white” lands, es-.
pecially where no cattla
fencing exists,

Some  farmers thave
made considerahle syms,
My Gill, for instance, has
claimed R631¢4 over the
bast 12 months. The Zulud
say this sort of claim is.
crippling them, that they:
are impoverished to begiri
with. But Mr @il says:
*“The claims don’t meet the
actual damage cauzed.”

Whether that is so or
not, the burden is g
crushing one for Zuln
peasant farmers,

Mzhitheni Mdtuli told
the Sunday Tribumne
this week: “Last Saturday
I brought my cattle, 26 of
them, to'my kranl. On Sun
day morning I feund they
had strayed away. T hunted
for them all Sunday.

“On Monday morning I
heard they had been ar-
rested and I found them
locked up in the kraal of
Mr Burger on the farm
Klipkop. ,

“Mr Burger said he had
arrested my cattle because
they had broken his fence,
To release them he wanted
£130,10 (R280) ¥ did not
have the money, I asked to
see the damage they had
caused and he said he was
not going to show me
anything. T went back to
Mr Burger and asked if I

- could appoint one damage

assessor (as the ownet ig
entitled to do by law). He
sald he would have.

PETER GILL: “I can’t let them take over on my land.”

nothing te do . with
evaluators.
“I appealed to Mr

Alcotk (Neil Alcock,
director of Church
Agricultural Project in the
area) for a loan. I got the
money from him but the
cattle, had aiready been
moved to Weenén,” Mr
Mdlulisaid,

Mr Mdiuli was alsg
charged under the
Criminal Procedure Act
(section 57 of Act 51 of
1977) and had to pay ad-
mission of guilt costs,

The total he had to pay,
including damages to Mr
Burger of R10 a head, was
R419,70. Had Mr Aleock

not helped, says Mr
Mdluli, he would probably
have lost his herd,

. Mr Burger, approached
for comment, said: “You
must come and see me, I
do not have time to talk
nonsense over the. phone,”
and then replaced the
receiver

Men like Mr MdInli with
their eattle in the pound
are in a desperately wul
nerable position. They say
¥yultures” gather af the
pound offering them
ludierous rates for their
stoek. Sometimes, they say,
they have to accept the of-
fers just to save some of

_their herd.

Mshisens Malembe is a
local storekeeper. He says
he was stopped while driv-

recenily by a man whose
30-strong herd had been
impounded. Arpund “850
pounds” (R1300) was
needed to free them. The
owner had been offered
exaetly that amount by

=

Iscal “vultures."” He would

-have paid the money to

the pound, they would
have released hig cattle, he
would have handed them
to ghe new owners and he
would have been left with
nothing but a receipt.

Investment

Mr Malembe agreed to
advanee the money. In re-
payment he took only nine
of the man’s cattie, That,
he comsiders, “is full
repayment for my fi-
nancial investment.” Had
Mr Malembe not chanced
upon the seene the
original owner would not
have a single hesd of cat-
tzli today, Instead he has

Mr Gill presents another
side of the picture. “They
come in at night when the
moon is up, cut the fence
and let in herds of up to

200 animals. The animals’

are chased back when the
moon goes down and the
next day all one can see is
the animal tracks and
grazing that has been
trampled.

may be able to catch them
the following night, But
how can one round up 200
head? They have sentries
posted to warn if you ap-
proach. If you are lucky
ioudmay round up a few

ead. :

“But the damage has
been done .Already a guare
ter of my farm has been
damaged in this way.

“Let's face it, the graz-
ing in KwaZulu is finish-
ed. T feel sorry for the
blacks, but I cannot let
them tfake gver wn my
land.”

The Sunday Tribune, is
in possession of many
receipts from the Weenen
pound,

Sample trespass
and damages are:

o For two cattle refeased
on August 11: R70

® Tor five head released
on August 14: R175

e For eight goats releas
ed on August 13; R80.

Stock owners are allow-
ed to appeal against these
damage assessments. The
presiding  offielal is
usually the local magis-
{rate. :

But Weenen's magis-
trate:é Louis Radyn, says he

fees

Facing page,
Column 7 C

ing through Weenenl

“If your are lucky you




850, held,
in crimeé \
woop

THE massive crime SW%oop

which led to the arrest of more
than $50 people on various
charges in Johannesburg this
weekend will continue for

i , according to
Brigadier «Rooi Rus’ Swane-
poel, who is in charge of the
operation. '

“'We have about 200 men Op-
erating roadblocks throughout
the Reef areas. We won't be
doing this every day, but this
_type of operation will continue

for some time,” Brig Swane-
poel said yesterday.

Although the operation is not
the biggest of its kind in South
Africa, the force included
members of the Defence Force
equipped with Hippo anti-land-
mine vehicles and rmembers of
the dog squad. .

Brig Swanepoel said his men

were involved in ‘‘a general
cr_imeswoop" and were check-
ing everything from pass of-
fences {0 people wanted on
criminal charges. The three
units operate on & mobile basis
— setting up and manning &
roadblock in one area for a few
hours and then moving on to
another area. -

Thousands of motorists have
been checked at the roadblocks
and peoble wanted for armed
robbery, housebreaking, posses
sion of stolen property, and
possession of explosives and-
dagga had been arrested.

P



Fogd ()
shortages
1stab111ty’ :

| .~ By GERALD REILLY

- Pretorfa Bureau
. THE Minister of Agriculture,
| Mr-Hendrik Schoeman, empha-
i sised the critical shortage of
| food in Africa when he opened

‘the annual congress of the

Transvaal Agricultural Union

in.Pretoria last night, ~

South Africa, he said, was
the only country in Africa
which was self-supporting and
was still able to export large
quantities of food.

The Minister said latest stat-
istics indicated the seriousness
| of the situation.

With 1970 equal to 100 the
index” for food production in
Africa in 1978 was 92.

During thé same period the
index for food exports declined
by 20%, while the index for
food imports increased by as
much as 92%. .

“We live in a time when the
attention of the entire world is
increasingly taken up by the
problem: surrounding the feed-
ing of ever-growing numbers of
. peaple, ‘ :
+7 Just about every -African
. state, irrespective of level of
* development, i3 burdened with
food shortages,” the Minister
said,

The World Health Organisa-
tion, the International Red
Cross' and other organisations
were engaged practically every
day in, doling out food in Afri-
| can states. )

The Internationai Food Poli-
ey Research Institufe had fore-
cast that Africa’s/food short-
ages would assume alarming
proportiong in the approaching
two decades and that many
people would not merely’ be
,undernourished, ‘but would die
of starvation. K

“'The  inability to provide
vfood “freedom” put economic
and political stability in any
country in grave danger.

There /were some with a
great pofential for higher agri-
cultural, production. The prob-
lem was, however, they did not
have the necessary hurnan ma-
terial to exploit the potential,

South Africa had repeatedly
. offered its expertise in the fieid
i of agriculture to those coun-

tries which wanted to help’
, themselves, i

The offer still stood, the Min-

ister said.




farmers a ‘dani

. By The Farming
Correspondent

The déerease in the num-

bér of white' farmers was
a dangerous trend, the
president of the Trans-
vaal Agricultural Union,
Mr Jaap Wilkens, said

yesterday at the union’s .

annual congress in Pre-
toria.

Mr Wilkens deplored the
. attitude. of the Govern-
ment in not implement-
ing last year's Act on
Closer Settlement in De-
signated Areas.” - - ‘

He said the Government
should give immediate
and serious attention to
the -improvenient of in-
frastructures and publie
servicesg

STAT 4 -
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ger
threatened border areas.

If it did not, fhis would
cost. South Africa many
more millions of rands to
get these areas repopu-
lated in the interest of
the country’s security.

Consolidation was another
cause of depletion in the
ranks of farmers. :

If farms were being ‘ear-
marked to be includeéd in
black homelands, : the

- .. owners " should be com-

pensated as soon. as pos-
- sible.

The Prime “Minister- had

made specific pledges to a
delegation of the South
African Agricultural
Union on August 22. Mr
Wilkens said he “trusted
these pledges would be

Ar—the_—_ henoured.
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differ
with State
on policy

By the Farming
Correspendent

The farmers are on &
collision course with the
Government's economic |,
policy. I
The new vice-president |
of the Transvaal Agricul- |; . _ ) o o .-
tural Union, Dr J W van || . - .
Aswegen, yesterday vead 2 | | | )

paper to the 'TAU con- ’ ‘
gress in Pretoria on the |
repopulation of al] South
African country districts.
He asked that the flow i
of people to the large | .
urban centres should be o
stopped and reversed by {i T
an acceptable decentralisa-
tion policy.

The first cause of depo-
pulation was the had eco-
nomic position of agricul- ‘
fure generally.

NOT SHARING

Agricnlture, with the
prices of itS more impor-
tant products fixed by the
Government just did not
share in the countiy’s
prosperity, - ’
Secondly, the infrastrue-
ture on the platteland
was deteriorating and
public services were neg-
lected or curtailed.

KEY POLICY

Better prices and better .
public services were part o s
of the answer, but the key
policy weuld be to decen-
traltise industry to the
smalier places. R
Bring the development
to the people, don’t drive
the people out of their
homes to share in the
development, Dy van As-
wegen said,

Delegates to the con-
gress commented that this
indeed was the only way
but it conflicted with
Government planning, {{"- .
which wanted no growth '
on the platteland,

L
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Pretoria Bureau

With about 4000
Transvaal bushveld
farms vacated by white
farmers, the Govern-

ment has:So far this.

year  helped only 28
new farmers to estab-
lish ithemselives in the
bushyeld.

The  Government

. pudgeted this year for

Rig6-miliion to assist

farmers in the bushveld

as well as to attract
neiw fapmers.

‘Phis amount has:

heen spent on bringing

budeet brin
5”\0@ wa\go
w border farmers

98 new farmers into
the area, assisting 52
tenant farmers, helping
23 farmers with small
farms to expand their
holdings and helping
80 farmers to pay off
their debts.

So, in all, 202 farmers
who are either already
estahlished in the area
or who have moved in
from outside have
been helped. )

In comparison, Agri-
cultural unions in the
north-western  ‘Irans-
vaa! report that a total
of about 2000 -bush-

o5 only

veld farms have been
vacated by white
farmers over a number
of years.

This depopulation
has caused copcern in
the- Igovernme-nt and
farming community al-
ike as the bushveld
forms a vital securlfy
buffer between .the
densely populaied
Pretoria-Witwatersran_d-
Vereeniging  complex
and possible guerilla
incursions from Mo-
zambique, Zimbabwe
and Botswana. -
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TRANSKEI traders bhelieve
they will suffer financially if
East Griqualand whites Iose
confidence and leave in the
event of the area being

consolidated,

A survey in Kokstad this
week of black businessmen —
who converge on_ the town
regularly to buy supplies for
their stores in Transkei —
shewed that all those ques-
Fioned could see no problem
In the actual incerporation of
East Griqualand, but they
foresaw economic problems if
there was a white exodus.

The delicacy of the issue
was iliustrated hy the refusal
of several people, including &
greap of clergymen, to com-
ment 00 what they judged to

MR Elliot Maicla — better
prices from whites.

5 i3 RBY s D :
5 ot bagieT o Jog of

*on rrig i}‘."ﬁ-}‘ b oyt

" MR G Nojikala, Transkei :
MP -~ whites won't 313
leave. ¥y

‘pulitigal" matter. Com-
: was given by other peo-
o after careful
‘deration of the implica-

and pessible repercus-
s. Transkei severed
matic ties with South

economy of the area {

I
imﬁ%’ii
collapse if the whites 181¢: %

Mr G Nejikela, a Transkei
MP from Flagstaff, said he
did not helieve whites would
leave if the area was incorpo-
rated *hecause even now, the

whites in Transkei don't feel

whites will go. The attitude:gf J
the Transkei government:is

encourage whites to stay.’%

a for several years over
issue but recently re-
ed consulates in this
Y.

* survey was carried out
. the remewed call by
: Ge_am'ge Matanzima,
> Minister of Transkes,

as if they are foreigners',

He said his people believed
that East Griqualand be-
longed to Transkei and that
the Griquas and Bushmen had
no claim to the territory.

M.ri Anthony Gebashe, a
trading store owner from the

Y
we waork well
whites in Kokstad.
Griqualand business circles.

with the

Mr Elliot Majola, .a

Transkel citizen who works as
a vehicle sales manager in
Kokstad, pointed to ‘Umtatars

-as_an example of jwhigrie’

whites retained businéss cofji
fidence after the town P&l !
came part of a black. state; " ;

East Griqualand he
.d to the homeland,

Umzimkulu  district, said
blacks and whites worked
well together in East

_‘We would suffer husiness-
.wise If the whites leave. It is

with Transket'

I‘{

God’s will that we must work

from. il

e will fight

say

rr1Q

EG’s
iguas

THE 6 008 Griguas in East
Griqualand are ready to fight
for their land if the South Af-
rican Government handed the
area to Transkei, Mr Tom
Poulson, chairman of the Col-
oured Local Affairs Commit-
tee at Kokstad, said this
week,

‘We have seen what our
peopte did in the Cape when
they tired of the school prob-
lem. We are prepared to
swallow a lot from the white
man, but be careful when we
let rip (bars los).’

‘There afe over 400 000
Griquas in South Africa. The
consolidation of KEast
Griqualand — which is our
land historically — will be a
death blow to the trust which
the brown man holds for the
whites,” Mr Poulson said.

‘The Griquas will never
live under a black man. W
are racists. Few people know
what difficulties we as lead-
ers face in trying to defuse

people.’ ‘

Coloured had bought a farm

this situation among Grigua

~ Mr Poulson said the

Griquas. had accepted the in- -

vitation of East Griqualand
. -whites'to work- with them. A -

MR T'orln Pbulson.

‘plied to the goverpment for

_permits to buy farms in.the

white area.

He .said that the Griquas
felt about the handing of Kast
Griqualand to Transkei as the
Afrikaner would feel if Pre-
toria and the Voortrekker
Monument were handed tfo
Bophutatswana. '

The Griquas lay claim to
the territory on the: gruonds .
that the -Griqud people. under
Adam Kok vere offered East

Grigualand . as=a- settlement . .

arsa in exchangg for territory
they held around, Phillipolis. -

'

Drakensberg to find the area
uninhabited,. . .

Kok adrfinistered the area
until the convention of 1874,

‘wher Sir Henry Barkly tock

over.
" The Griquas regard the
incorporation of various parts
of East Griqualand, such as
Umezimkulu and Ongeluks
Nek, as unconstitutional and
invalid at law in terms of the
1874 convention. -

Mr Poulson said his people
feared they would be victims

of racial prejudice amrd

harassment.
His people could not hold

“weddings and dances at

Umzimkulu now because ‘cer-
tain elements’ gatecrashed
and disrupted the functions.

Two farms — Dawn and
Lower Eastlands -- the titles
of which had been ceded to
the Griqua people, had heen
incorporated into Transkei
but no compensation had been
paid by the government.

‘All our people are ada-

mant -that. wé-will-fight for - .
;. our-land, We have spoken.to
_the. Minister. (of Coloured;Af-

fairi). biit s there. ha§ been no

action. ‘There are” thousahds -
“-of people waiting 1o see what

Most of hiﬁ

to buy trucks, yan

Sy e

" st rited

business wasg -
Pepleianting:|,
A

Tor RS0 .000 in. the: area re- The Grigquas arrived in-1863  -will.ha 1 -i,_n}wh}a‘s_t s
ntiy and four others had ap- - after Srekking across the Grigualand:™ . g Wal
' s LA

AN EXODUS of white farmers would follow the incorporation of East
Grigualand into Transkei, leading to the less of one of the most pro-
ductive agricultural areas in South Africa.

Mr Peter Miller, MPC for South Coast, said that
Natal would lose an important supplier of milk and
meat, as would Transkei itself.

A Kokstad businessman

- who is a protagonist of the re-

tention of the status quo, Mr
Miller has put East
Griqualand’s case before -the
Van, der Walt Commission
into consolidation and lobbied
‘numerous cabinet ministers.
_He believes that
incorporation ‘will, without
doubt, lead to a loss of confi-
dence among working men’.
Major companies, with
head offices outside the area,
would continue their oper-
ations in the area.
- ‘But the private entrepre-

+ neur would have little to con-

tinue his invesiment{ and
expansion here.’

Mr Miller said firms would
have difficulty kepping and
recruiting recruiting white
and Coloured staff.

He believed few farmers
would respond to suggestions
by both the South African and
homeland governments that
they remain on their farms
and lose their origina}l
citizenship. .

‘Farmers here would need
more than the assurances and

- guarantees of the Transkei

Government to be convinced
that their property rights and
security of tenure would be
respected. They would need 4
guarantee from the South Af-
rican Government that they
would be bought out.’

He said farmers would
leave if the area was incorpe-
rated because of the many un-
known factors they would
face, such as the fear,of a
breakdown of law and order
and the threats of
nationalisation and compul-
sory citizenship.

Mr Miller stressed #that if
the government’s concept of a
constellation of states was to
work, it was necessary to
have viable, economically-ac-
tive border areas and towns

which supplied goods and ser-
vices to homelands.
‘It is essential - for sound

economic co-operation that -

confidence be maintained,
and this will not be possible if
step by step, the white:pccou-
pied areas adjoining home-
lands are absorbed. In- the
long term such a policy will
he disastrous for the whole of
South Africa.’

‘Highly-preductive farming
land, properly cared for, is
the only resgurce that the
nation has which will last for-
ever. Long after reserves of
eoal, gold and other minerals
have been exhausted, prop-
erly conserved farmland will
still be there to feed the
miliions.’

To illustrate the feelings of
some farmers, Mr Miller
quoted a majority decision of
the Mount Currte Farmers’
Association which, if imple-
mented, would enable blacks
to buy farms in East
Griqualand.

The association called a
meeting to discuss the
KwaZulu consglidation issue.
The meeting decided, subject
to certain rules, that it was
preferable to have a free
market system than radical
consolidation which might
force farmers to sell out and
lose control of their farms.

The rules under which the
free market system could be
implemented included the
rigid enforcement of soil con-
servation legislation and
labour laws which would al-
low only bona fide farmers
and not squatters to live on
farms, and the free market
system had ultimately to ex-
tend both ways. This would
mean black farmers could
buy in white areas, and white
farmers could buy in black
areas.

The people of East

MR Peter Mliler MPC

Griqualand aiso had no objec-
tion to bona fide Coloured
people buying farms in the
area.

‘East Grigqualand and
Transkei are economically in-
dependent. Things will not
improve if we are incorpo-
rated. Let us retain the status
quo.’ .

Statistics compiled in the
area showed that the cost of
buying all the farms in East
Griqualand would total R58,6
million. This figure could top
R73 million taking into ac-
count replacement values and
costs of moving.

A report drawn up by a de-
funct organisation in the re-
gion showed that the diary
industry alone contributed
Ri1 million to the gross
national product.

The report said the poten-
tial of the area could not be
realised through primitive
farming methods but needed
to update techniques.



. Political Staif
‘DURBAN:. — Whites whose
" farms bordered on black areas
. should take advantage of the
. situation, Mr Hendrisk Schoe-
‘man, the Minister of Agricul-
- ture said in Durban yesterday.
s Giving farmers at the Natal
"‘congress of the National Party
-2 lesson in how to make a
“hoere plan’, Mr Schoeman
- said his own farm had a 1Zkm
" border with Lebowa. He grew
crops which could not be stolen
easily and sold them for cash to
» the blacks.,across the border
fence, =
-.-"Iam not an enemy of the
black man. The situation is
- ideal, I can't think of better.”
" . Replying to motions express-
.-ing:concern over: the depopula-
tion, of rural areag and the
-plight of the. border firmper; Mr
. Schoernan said the Government
~had paid out Rl4-million in
> loans - to border farmers. Loan
*-conditions had been made easi-
. er for them. :
- - He'said that the depopulation
.-of rurgl areas was not caused
by -fear of terrorism but be-
-+ cause-of-high production costs,
/'T e present total of 70000
: farmers would not drop,
¥ Mr Schoéman said’ he was
* not being racist when he stated
; that land productivity fell off
- when blacks took over, South
+ Africa’ used to import beef
* from Rhodesia. But the South
. African Government. had re-
"« Cently received an inquiry from
* Zimbabwe to buy beef.




FOOD PRICES

Portfplio
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combined to cause shortages which cannot
be alleviated quickly. Although adminis-
tered prices have played thei# part, it is
mainly unanticipated demand that has
forced this latest twist in the price spiral.
Between July and December last year the
food price index was crawling upwards at
an annualised rate of about 11%. Since
then it has accelerated and now promises
to advance at almost double that pace
during the latter half of the current year.

As each set of tigures is released to
reveal a more disturbing picture than its
predecessor, the hewspapers and consum-
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€r unions are bound to scream louder for
Someone’s blood and someone else’s
Subsidy.

Subsidies were the usual pailiative
while Hendrik Schoeman was in charge. In
April, after he had decided to give himself
and his fellow mealie farmers about Rg ¢
more for maize than the Maize Board
could afford to pay, he raided the Exche-
quer for a R75m standby loan to fill the
yawning gap in the board’s overdrawn
stabilisation fund. A fortnight ago he went
to the Minister of Finance again and
collected g whacking Ri45m on the pre-
text of subsidising bread. Without that
help he would have hag to pass on the real
cost of a 16% rise in the price of wheat,

Several smaller infusions (in the form
of fertiliser subsidies, transport rebates,
crop subsidies, improvements grants,
cheap credit and drought relief assis-

-

tance} are pumped into the agriculturat
sector with similar ends in view. Whether
they are billed as consumer subsidies or
producer ones, their effect and ultimate
justification have always been the same,
They have allowed the government to
transfer funds to the producers, proces-
Sors and handlers of food without making
it immediately apparent to the consumer
that she and her hushand are paying.

But, in the long run, it is no easier to
pull wool over the taxpayer’s eyes than it
is over those of the spouse in the super-
market. Today’s buoyant gold income
leaves room for a iittle sleight of hand
because the Exchequer is flush and the
Minister of Finance keen to encourage
consumer-led growth. But what of next
year when the balance of payment surplus
deteriorates, and the curtailment of infla-
tion and public expenditure resume their
rightful places at the top of Senator Hor-
wood’s agenda?

When that happens, the unfortunate Dy
Plessis will reap the whirlwind that his
predecessor has so nimbly avoided. Or
will he?

He still has one escape route, Fortu-
nately for him, the housewives and small-
er tarmers are already learning to Haise
at grassroots level and compare notes.
With a bit of luck the new Minister should
be able to swing their combined wrath
upon the flabby and inefficient centre
which Schoeman could never bring him-
self to tackle,

Meat. .. carrying the burden of those rising prices

When "Pietie du Plessis takes over as
Minister of Agriculture and Fishenes'on
Wednesday, he will inherit a seeth!ng
portfolio of problems. The consumer price
index for food has risen 15,7% during the
past 12 months, according to the July
figures published by the Department of
Statistics. The producer price index for
agricultural products leapt by 16,4% dur-
ing the same period. And none of those
statistics yet reflects the full tmpact of
the rocketing meat prices, which have
launched the housewives into aggressive
action during the last three weeks.

The ripple etfect of higher beef priqes
has already spilt over into the markets for
chicken and pork. 1t is now only a matter
of time before it spreads further to bacon,
cheese, butter, milk and eggs. Since cere-
al prices have already been fixed forlthe
year, there will not be any 1mmed1§1te
effect upon them, but the levels at which
they have been set will henceforth det.er-
mine the break-even points below which
livestock farmers cannot consider
expansion,

Vegetable prices, which are unseason-
ably high at the moment, could roll back a
little during coming months. They p1l"ov1de
the only bright spot on a cloudy horizon,

Burgeoning wage packets and the asso-
ciated return of consumer contidence have

of problems 5 o i s

Between the farmer’s gate and the re-
tail shelf there exists, for nearly every
product, an uncompetitive wedge of
agents, handlers, processors angd bureau-
cratic heffalumps who are insulated from
the pressures of a free market by the
unwise application of various unnecessary
torms of control and intervention.

For over 40 years the co-operative
movement has deliberately been fostering
the development of a system of ‘‘single
channel™ (read “‘uncompetitive”'} markei-
ing schemes for agricultural produce. In
pursuit of this objective, it has had the
Support of the SAAU and the blessing of
successive ministers who have been over
anxious not to give offence.

With each commodity the co-ops have
had to rely on some form of statutory
intervention to thwart more agile com-
petitors who would otherwise have offered
cheaper or better services, The irony is
that these selt-same controls and single
channel systems have served to reduce
competition further down the line as well.

Far from breaking the power of the
middlemen, which is what the co-opera-
tives and agricuitural unions originaily set
out to do, they have successfully nurtured
a handtful of parasitic giants in the mill-
ing, cold storage, processing, wholesaling
and feod distribution industries, Many
tarmers and not a few of the militant
housewives have already identified their
mistake, Is it too much to hope that the
new Minister will see it too?
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High prices for he
take long to spill over into the markets for

Poultry meat and pigs,
Broiler tarmers,
. tontract production

their selling prices again. ‘
Wholesalers are new  quoting their

Smaller customers as much ag R1,70/kg.

roughly half as much again as they were

Increase in production

ent” and ‘‘grandparent”’
€ggs the hybrid chicks must hatch,

This is a process which takes months
er than weeks, But since the Mmajority

Set to carve jtself a bigger slice of the
‘national meat market, '

Over the Jast two decades consumption
of beef and mutton has dwindjed from
about 31 kg

around 41 kg or 43
The big question HOw is whether other

Sorts of tlesh will come

European and North

latter to make some headway, .
Since they convert cereals and vegeta-

ble proteins tg meat so much more effi-

ciently, pig farmers can make handsome

i ]

brofits ai prices wel] below the R1,20 kg
to R1,70 kg they are currently receiving,
1 pigs expansion takes longer. At

root cause of the well documented pig
cycle, which is just approaching its regy-
lar four-yearly pea. The nation’s pig herd
is wel] set to expand hyt consumers are
unlikely to teel the benetit much before
1982,
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Own Correspondent

PORT ELIZABETH. — Every"

effort must be made to ensure
that white farmers whose prop-
erties were expropriated during
consolidation, did not evacuate
the land overnight, the Deputy
Minister of Co-operation and
Development, Mr Greyling
Wentzel, said yesterday, :

Addressing delegates at the
Cape National Party congress

in Port Elizabeth he stressed’

the need to counter the dangder
of leaving (developed agricultur-
al land in an unproductive
state.

- 'And Mr Hennie van der Walt,
chairman of the commission
into consolidation,” told dele-
gates: “We must get away

}I,Mo"

from the idea that biack states
have no place for whites,”

Mr Van Der Walt said South
Africans has to prepare them-
selves for the need to share the
mineral regources of the coun-
try with the black states. These
mineral resources had to be put
to the most effective use, he

-.,_SCREENING

Al types of Screaning. Machine
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THE. commission of in-
duiry into the meat indus-
try, announced this week,
comes almost a year after
the Sunday Tribane first
highlighted the danger of
monopolistic conditions in
the trade and warned that
South Africa faced a red-
" meat crisis, .
. But while the Sunday
Tribune’s  investigations
found widespread
dissatisfaction in all
sectors of the meat indus-
try and uncovered com-
cplaints from producers,
retail butchers and con-
sumer bodies, the Meat
; Board and the Minister of
{ Agriculture  .chose to
i ignore the warnings.
| As early as October 14
]’ last year the Sunday Tris
pbune reported of its front
that the cougtry
faced severe ghortages
of red meat and rapidly
s escalating prices “as inde-

Meat trad

| HENDRIK SCHOEMAN P. T. DU PLESSIS.
Minister of\ Agriculture

Incoming Ministeér

JAN LOMBARD
A warning

By DARYL BALFOUR

peﬁdent farmers are
forced out of the indus-
try”. This week beef prices
were more than 100
percent higher than {for
this period last year.

Following these
disclosures, which showed
that the meat trade was in
the grip of three major
groups -— Vleissentraal,
Imperial Cold Storage and
Karoo (now amalgamated
with Kanhym) — and that
the industry was in a posi-
tion where it coyld bhe
maniptilated to their
benefit, there were calls
for a full-scale inquiry.

Economists and
agriculturalists joined the
calls for an inquiry and
eriticised the situation in
the meat industry., They -
blamed the Department of
Agriculture and its Meat
Board's policies for driv-

ing the -smaller, inde-
pendent producers off
their land with restrictive
marketing practices.

The Minister of
Agriculture, Henrdrik
Schoeman, eventually an-
nounced he would appoint
a commission of inquiry
once he had proof there
was anything in the indus.
try that warranted
investigation. He calied for
all parties with complaints
to . submit them in the
form of affidavits.

- But the Meat Board
general manager, Dr Jan
Lombard, promptly issued
a warning that anybody
who made a zo.nplaint that
was later found to be un-
founded would be sued by
the board.

At this time a com-
mission of inguiry into the

SUNDAY TRIBUNE covered the big m

JAN GROENEWALD
OQutspoken critic

industry was uncovering
evidence of widespread ir-
regularities and corruption
and a4 Sunday Tribune
report linked South Afrie

can interests to the SWA

affair.

Stiil the Meat Board and
the Minister refused to be
swayed.

And when late in De-
cember last year a senior
Meat Board official was
arrested on — and subse-
quently convicted of —
charges of corruption and
accepting bribes, giving
Mr Schoeman the proof he
had asked for that all was
not right in the mest
industry, there was still no
inguiry. ;

Then early !this year,

when meat prices did not
drop as expected from the

normally  high festive-
season levels, and later
continued their upward

EUGENE ROELOFSE
Consumer watchdog

'SCHOEMAN ACTS—A YEAR
| AFTER THE FIRST

WARNING

climb, consumer bodies

and other sectors of the
Press joined the call for an
investigation. i

By August, with prices
having risen by almost 40
percent dquring the year,
calls for an inquiry began
to pour in from all quar.
ters.

Last month the Sunday
Tribune reported that the
Meat Board had Iost Re5-
million subsidising exports
of red meat.This week the
Meat Board announced jt
was banning all further
meat exports until the un-
der-supply situation
“rights itself.”

And earlier this week,

with Minister . Schoeman

due to leave the agricul-
ture portfolio temorrow, he
announced he was to re-
commend to the Cabinet
that a4 commission of in-
quiry into the meat indus-
try be appointed.

5

-
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By DARYL BALFOUR

MINISTER of Agriculture - Hendrik
Schoeman’s proposed investigation of
South Africa’s R3 000-million a year meat
industry could be a farce and a waste of
public money unless he agrees to a sear¢h-
ing probe of every aspect of the trade.

That’s the opinion of eonsumer bodies and
economics experts around the country who have

adopted a sceptical wait-and-see attitude before

expressing outright opinions on the announce-
ment,

Professor Jan Groenewald, head of the Department
of Agricultural Economics at Pretoria University and an
outspoken critic of South Africa’s meat marketing
scheme, said a commission of inquiry was to be welcomed
- - . if its terms of reference and the commissioners were
satisfactory. -

“T'll have to wait and see what the commission’s
termis are and who is appeinted to it before I comment
further though,” he said.

Professor Groenewald said he would ‘make a de-
cision on whether he would give evidenca before the
commissiont once further details had been announced.

“Otherwise I could just be wasting tinie,” he said.

The professor, an acknowledged ekpert.on the meat
industry, has warned repeatedly that the méat trade was
open fo manipulation, that monopoelistic conditions existed
and that the Meat Board’s marketing scheme was ifi-
efficient. : R T A

The Housewives’ Ledgute too, which hasleampaigned
untiringly” for an investigation of the meat industiy,
exp’rtess_ed reservations about the Minister’s announce-
ment. | ECRE :

National vice-president of the league Yvonre For.
Shaw said she was concerned about Mr Schoeman's
atlitude towards the proposed probe. S e

“Initially he said he would investigate certain Sec.
tions of the industry. Later he changed that to inclide
everything, according to Press reporis, A

“But that is worrying us, We are keeir-to find out
what the terms of reference will be and whether heg is

seriously goidg to allow a probe of every aspect of:};the ‘

industry,” she said.

“Without that the whole thing could very well

of money.”” .

become a farce and a waste

Consumer watchdog Eugene Roelofse, ombudsman of

the SA Council of Churches, also
about the proposed probe. ‘
“I'll wait and see who is appointed to the commission
before I decide o jump for joy or roll down the passage
laughing,” he said, . i
“For the commission to have any credibility the

expectéd scepticism,

people appointed to it must have no direct or indirect .

financial interest in the meat trade.
“Otherwise Mr Schoeman may as well forget it and
save his money,” Mr Roelofse said.

Mr Roelofse said one of the areas the cominission .
should probe is what direct or indirect interest in. the -

production and distribution of meat is held by Cabinet
Ministers and senior eivil servants;.

“Since 1948 we've had a farmer government which
has slowly changed into a meat farmer government, And
It just so happens that this has happened
time that meat price rises really started”

South West African meat

at th_e same

/
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Thanks iargg;yt 4 governmment subsidy, ‘
crop insurance hag suddenly blossomed.
Sentraces, the central ce-operative insurer
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CHICORY @ okhas

rpl It
Surp USFW%; : way

Suddenly we have no chicory. Not so long
ago, the Chicory Board was in trouble for
engineering a surplus through overpricing
and subsequently for bungling the export
of what it couldn’t offload locally. Some
1200t, which it had shipped to New Or-
leans, had to be re-imported because the
consignee couldn’t, or wouldn’t, pay for it.
~ Even as recently as a year ago, the
board was making woeful noises in order

“to frighten off farmers who might other-
- wise have been - persuaded-to add more
. root to its then formidable stockpile. At

the beginning of October, it had 8,7m kg
‘stored in its warehouses In Alexandria,
But by May this year, the stockpile had
virtually vanished and the hoard was al-

ready busy negotiating imports.

What went wrong this time? The board
credits its promotional campaign and *‘a
general improvement in chicory sales” for
a sudden upsurge in demand. And it puts
the blame on ihe weather for a sudden
reduction in supplies. To some extent, its
reasons are undoubtedly valid. But .o
what extent is another question, and one
which farmers in the eastern Cape are
already asking.

Was the decline in the area planted —
from 7 000ha in 1979 to only 3 050ha in 1980
— entirely due to the drought and difficult
weather at planting time? Or were grow-
ers deterred by the board’s warnings of
grim times ahead . and the _diminutive
voorskot payment it offered with the
deliberate view to curbing expansion?

The dernand side of the equation is even
more controversial. Was the 68% jump in
orders a genuine response flowing through
from end-users? Or was the board bam-
boozled by the big coffee blenders? The
board’s ham-fisted sales policy lays the
market wide open to manipulation.

Market cornering .

The bulk of the crop is purchased by a
handful of local coffee blenders on a
forward contract basis. Since each of the
blenders knows in advance how much
chicory the board has to sell — although
the board never seems to have the fog-
giest idea how much the blenders need to
buy — the buyers invariably find them-
selves in a strong position to outwit the
seller. When they know there is a surplus
in the offing, they naturally contract con-
gervatively, in full knowledge that they
can always come back for a second help-
ing. But, when a shortage looms, they
have a strong incentive to over-order. By
doing so, they can effectively peg their -
prices for months ahead, while simulta-
neously cornering the market to thwart
competition.

This is what seems to have happened
this year. With a crop down to 5,7mkg
{well below half of what would have been
considered normal only two or three years
ago), the big blenders have naturally
scrambled to stake their various claims to
a share of the dwindling stockpile. The
rush has enabled the hoard to declare an
abnormally large producer agterskot of
191,3¢ per 50kg bag of undried root. That,
together with the 175¢c voorskot paid on
delivery, adds up to a total of 366,3c per
50kg — the highest price the farmers have
ever received.

Unfortunately, few of them have been
able to cash in on the boom. Their small
crop of last year is likely to be followed
by an equally bad one this year. The
weather was too dry during the months of
March, April and May, when they should
have been planting, so even the promise of
a higher voorskot is unlikely to have had
much effect. Disillusioned with past re-
wards, a lot of growers have planted
wheat instead.



g e e

Consumer Reporter
POULTRY  producers,
through their association,

have asked the Minister of

Agviculture to stop plan-
ned imports of chicken
tfrom the United States
which would be sold al
well  lbelow the market
price in South Afriea.

Their ¢sll comes in the
wake. of indications from &
supermarkel chain  that
chicken prices are likely
to fnll stecply next ycar
hecause ™ production  has
heen stepned up.

Mr Harold Creenstein.
marketing  director of
Checkers, which hopes to
have imported chickens on
sale in  its  Cape Town
stares within a fow weels,
said it was clear that i{he

paulity  producers  were

~trying to stop the imports

in order to protect their
own interests with no re-
gard for those of the
conswmer.

~ PERMITS

Mr Greenstein said in
an mterview that Checkers
atready had all the neces-
sary permits and the first
chickens were due lo leave
lomorrow.

They would be xold
‘atound R1,40 a kg* and
Checkers were importing
only sufficient to make up
The shortfall between sup-
ply and demand.

_Mr Greenstein said his
firm was importing
chickens only as a fempor-
Ary nieastre uniil supplies
hecanie plentiful again.

By epposing ihis, the
chicken wreducers made
him believe allegations hy
Mr Raymond Ackerman,
hiead of.Pick ‘n Tay, that
the shortaze had hren
ereated artificially to foree
up- the price at the time
when demand was high,

RED MEAT
‘Until now T did nef

, believe this, sad  Alr
Greenstein. T thought the

shartage vad been created
only by increased demand
as a result of the rise in
red meat vrices.”

AMr Greenstein said
Checkers would fight this
atiempl to stop chicken
imports. In this, the firm
had the support of the
South African Ilsusewives®
Leazue and moembers of
the South African Asriculs
tural Union.

A spokesman for Pick 'n
Pav  said  that i the
chicken producers diver-

ted their exports 1o the
home market, there would
be no necd for imports.
They claim they have
cut exports substantially,

he said, ‘but we koow that
vast quantities are still
being exported, particu-
larly hy Rainhow.

‘The producers will not
divuige by what precent-
age they have cul exports.’

He said he expected
chicken prices to come
down in January because
the producers had in-
creased  production  and
their new broiler houses
wottld soon be supplying

mare hirds for the home

market.
‘OPEN DOOR’
The spokesman said it

was clear that the produ- |

cers were opposed fo the
importation of chickens in
the meantime, . partly
beczuse it would foree
down prices om the homue
market, if 1he 1mported
chickens weres sold more
cheaply., and
hecauss it woald open the
dooy 1o inture imports at
times woen  supplics an
1he home juarkel were not
plentiful.

Tick 'n Pay had suffi-
cient  storks of  frozen
chicken, hought hefors the
cheriaze, 1o ehosure sup-

partly

plies at reasomable prices

at Christmas, 1Te was con-
Tident that after  that
prices woukd come down,

Mr Desmond Lurie,
chairman of the Counly
fair mroup of companies
has nat been available 1o
srrak tn ha Press for
soveral weeks,

Ry



THE clash between the brilliant Prerogative ¢
Lily looks the key to the outcome

tomorrow and it is the class colt from the Cawcutt stable who gets the vote, with the useful Royal Duke for

third place.

Queen’s Elect has the
hetter ‘record at tomor-
row's distance having
beaten Highborn MHarry by

nearly three lengths in the’

CTP Handicap at the
course on May 3 when his

time of 1 min 38.1 sec was

not far behind Over ‘The
Air’s record for the 1600
metres un the new track.

Last time out Queen’s
Tlect ran very wide on the
bend when beaten into
third nlace, a length off
Monocled (53,5 kg) under
33 kg in an A Division
1 800 metres at the course,
but this- run- must be
treated with circumspec-
tinn ag it was his first in
over three months. e
should be far bhetter suited
to the faster new track
which is back in commis-
s10n, :

Earlier, he showed a

tourh of clase in winnine

By The Rover

olt, Queen’s Elect and Clairwood Winter Handicap winner Cracker

of the R6500 Appeal Court Handicap over 1600 metres at Kenilworth

PIATING  at Cuape
Gan

APPEAL COURT HANDICAP

Tattersalls 1o-

{1 600 m. Kenilweorth,  1QUrow)

S.olo & Queon's blect,

Nt L Crarker Lily.

Hota b Reld tast,

6oto 1 Roval Dok,

8 to 1 P'russicn Prince, Idris,
Lehreat.

10 1o 1 Clowd Nine, Audible,

20 e ) World News,

353 10 1 Aini Wave, Scintiville.

SOUTH AFRICAN INVITATION
STAKES

1 gy m. Siottsville,
November J5)
T 10 4 Du: Du Qrleaas,
ToAa D beeret Seevice,
5 10 1 Port Peagasns, Bronze
WWing.
s Drum,
sistu Cowrage. Aapearl,
Concordr.
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Farmers

likely
to see. o
higher, &
income

By GERALD REILLY
- Pretoria Bureau -
FARMERS will be clamouring
for even’ bigger price in-
creases next year to. com-
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-4 The still high black unemploy-

pensate for what are expect-
ed to be recotll production
cost levels, a South African
Agricultural Union spokes-
man- said in Pretoria
yesterday.

This year the prices of fertiliz- |

ers,, animal feeds, vehicles
and “vehicle parts, seed and
other production-linked costs
rose by a conservative 18%,
and farm requisites by 26%.

Demards for increases in Gov-
ernment-administered food
prices will be lodged in the
first; half of next year by
malze, dairy, wheat and oth-
er. producers — and it is

. certain their demands, at
" least.to the limit of lugher
-costy,:will be met.

The SAAU spokesman said on a
basg of 100 in 1970, agncul-
tura! prices ‘had risen to
274,900 the index last year.

 { Farm_requisite prices rose to

hile between 1975 and

roducer prices rose by

_ (%, and farm requ151te
price by 68,9%. =

.The SAAU food basket for

August — if includes grain
- products all meats — in-
- cladin ultry, cooking oils,
roducts, fruit: and
végetables. —for an average .
white home cost R149 60,

inestimated R80,92 —54,1%
_!ghe famlly s expendxture
ad price rise next year —

probably te be announced in
the March budget — 1s con-
* sidered certain.

Before budget time, the Gov-
ernment is expected to.again
come under. strong pressure

~ from the trade union move-

" ment Jand: from ‘opposition
pohtlcal parties to remove
GST from basic foods,

ment, and *‘underemployed?’’
| fate iy estimated at about
- two million, in spite' of* ‘the

économic’ upswing of - the
past 12 months.

Even official figures show only f
small decreases in the num-
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18 mcEespread

Widespréad - “rain- ‘which
fell over most of Seuth
Africa in the past few days
has brought relief to
drought-stricken areas
in the Free State i_‘and
. Transvaal. -

Farmers faced huge
losses -a few days ago- as
the planting season passed,
but the rains alieviated

" the problem and most have

starfed to _plough .and
plant.

Farmers in- the Eastern
Capé -also welcomed the
good rains. Farming cor-
respondent Hannes Fergu-
son - reports. that- although

“dry condilions still prevail

{ in the Western Cape, it ..
".cannot, be said that there

s a drought in' the area.

forecasts

It is normally dvy-
summetr.

The Karco is the only
area still  experiencing
drought.

Good rains were
neen (24,8 mm), Potchef-
stroom {22,4 mm), Bloem-

fontein (18,0 mm), Mafi- .

keng (16,0 mm), Wepener
(15,0 mm), Jan Kempdorp
14,5 mm) and Frankfort
12,3 mm).

Johannesburg had 2,8

“mm and Pretoria 8 mm of

rain yesterday.

. The =~ Weather Bureau
further wide-
spread rain over the Trans-
vaal, Free State and Natal
today and tomorrow.

_ re-
ported yesterday from Tza-




constellation’

DURBAN. — The establish-
‘ment of a common market for
Southern Africa, which could
pe accommodated in the Prime
Minister’s concept of 2 Constel-
lation of States, was suggested
in Durban yesterday by the
Deputy Minister of Develop-
ment; Mr J J G Wentzel.

Addressing the conference of
the Africa Co-operative Actioh
Trust, Mr Wentzel said that as
in the case of the European
Commoh Market, agriculture
would play a. crucial role in
establishing and maintaining a
constellation of states.

It would have to form a
structure by which the differ-
ent states would be linked so
that all the participants could
benefit from agricultural devel-
opment in Southern Africa.

Development. planning in a
regional context would require
specific forms of consultation
and joint decision-making be-
tween authorities in South
Africa and similar authorities
in the national states on the
nature of certain agricultural
programines.

- SMy Government's desire is
io embark on a broad strategy
of stpport for small businesses
{0 accommodate the highest hu-
man input possible,” Mr Went-
zel said. L

“eyou will agree that the
small farmer will fit in very
favourably in such a broad
strategy.” e

A strategy of this nature had
been ‘discussed with. the
national states last month 4t &
meeting under the chairman-

ship of the Minister of Co-oper-
ation . and Development, Dr
Piet Koornhof.

The food situation in several
Southern African countries had
pbecome crucial, the Deputy
Minister said.

There were serious food
shortages and production was
dwindling in Mozambique, An-
gola, Zambia and Zaire.

) «These countries have many
agricultural problems in com-
mon with the rest of the conti-
nent, but the political situation
completely rules out co-oper-
ation on the agricultural level.”

An organisation like the
Africa Co-operalive Action
Trust could play a meaningful
role, ‘particularly with the sup-
port of private enterprise.

«The barriers that have been
put up artificially by politicians
do not exist for organisations
like Acat and the private sec-
tot,” Mr Wentzel added.

tyet the production in these
areas is only one-sixth to one-
seventh of that on comparable
land in the rest of South
Africa,”” Mr Wentzel said.
“Most of
are not self-sufficient in food
production.” ’

KwaZulu was in 2 desperate
position. It had been estimated
that KwaZulu had the potential
to feed 16-million people, but it
was unable to feed the 3-million
7ulus living in the region.

«There are many reasons
why regions like KwaZulu have
thus far not been able to live up
to their agricultural potential.
Among these are & lack of mo-

the national states’

_identify, the hases for and

tivation in the farming commu-
nity and the tendency for its
residents to seek work in white
areas.” The agricultural situa-
tion in Southern Africa as a

whole was such that Lesotho, |

Botswana, Swaziland, , Angola,
Mozambique, Zambia, Zaire
and Malawi were net importers
of food, Mr Wentzel said, add-
ing: ‘“There is much uncertain-
ty about the agricultural future
of Zimbabwe.”

Looking at' the situation on
the sub-continent realistically,
it was clear that South Africa
— including the national states
— would have to play an in-
creasingly important role, not
only begause of their agricul-
tural resources but also be-
cause of their potential human
resources.

South Africa was the only -

country in Africa exporting on
an extensive scale and atill in a
position to raise production, as
it had done by 30% in the dec-
ade from 1970 to 1980 )

The Republic also exported
agricuitiral know-how.

It was futile simply to say

that African countries had to |

raise their food production or
that it was sufficient to give
them technological aid. What
was needed was an effort to
the
methods of co-operation, Mr
Wentzel said. :

" Africa can no longer rely as
heavily as in the past on the
industrialised countries of the
world to solve its problem of
low food production, starvation
and malnutrition. — Sapa.
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had absoiutely no grazi

on the veld which wﬁ%-

H¥o a degert. ™
Mr v, Coekin, who
B e by Averley. said
o ko n, or
for Mg phoct - ormgver afx
months and the cost was
exorbiteant. .. .
Diams an his f87m were
ary for thae first thme ki 32
g&e;m ang the water sher-
e Was critienl, he agid,

For months tho Cishei .

Conmment has been
porting. fodder  an
© waker to %a,}'&’hﬂ;ﬂé%a
érea where stpch sre. dy-
. due to the ehostags of
. Grazing  anmd more
© recentiy, water. - |

.- Bven @ gosd ralnali st
° this

-Gtage would: be tog

. lata to B8ver & vast fumbey

of stock. Molteno,
rdrecht and Halsoton

Faport that last week's -
ralntall did tttle to relicys

i

the drought situation, and
water restrictions were
recently imposed in
Bux‘-fersdorp where the J.
i de Bruin Bam and the
Stormberg River arg dry.
Mrs P. J. te Wet, whose
farm s situated betweesn
Sterkgtroom and

‘Tarhastad, sald thetr

average annual rainfal}
was 468 mm, but they had
onty reeeived 130 mm &0
far this year. .

Some farmerg battling

their stoek had no

water on their farms at ali,
while ‘goveral hag heen
torced to reduce stock, !

Should good rains fan |
BooOR, it will gtli] he many .
months before the veld
racovors — this meang .
mminuin% handfeeding
the stock for some tima.
For farmers, the general
outleok for the future ig
gloomy, - DDR




“SOME .amm::%
‘Boland farmers are
paying their labour-
ers wages that have
E wmmu. described as
m%mEum mbn a dis-

grace’.
' This emerged after an
rArgus inquiry into com-
plaints that one Rawson-
ville farmer was paying
his employees as liftle as
5 a week after deduect-
ing food money from
their wages.
In & letter {o The
m&.mcm a complainant,
. who wished to remain
- anonymous, said that
lahourers on the farm,
. Remhoogte, in the Raw-
~ sonville District,. - were
earning RI13,50 a week
on average, less R7,50 a
week for food.

A married man with
‘several children, could
not possibly support his
family on such a meagre
. sdlary, he said. .

The foreman of Rem-
uocmﬁm. Mr A J Burger,
verified that he was pay-
ing 'his- 13 coloured
labourers between

Hﬂmmo and m&m a week

‘App

and that .after deduc-

tions for food they were

earning between R24 B.E
R30 a month.

ACCOMMODATICN

But you must remem-
ber that the workers get
their -~ food wholesale,
they are provided with
mnnoEEommcom and they
get free wine,’ Mr Bur-
ger said.

He added that the
starting wage . for . his
labourers was R13,50" a
week and that this rose’
to R15 after six months,

For their R13.50 a

‘week the TRawsonville
farm labourers work a
10-hour day.

A moﬁo_ﬁuﬂmﬁ spuree

Sgroups -
_South Africa.

Western Cape,

told The Argus that a

nuymber of wealthy

Boland farmers were
paying their labourers as
little as R2—R250 a
week and that exploita-

tion of coloured lahour

was a4 cause for grave
CORCern. :
‘EXPLGITED’

Dr Alex Boraine, the
Progressive Federal
Party’s spokesman
Labour, said there was

. doubt that farm
labourers were one .of
the most exploited
of workers. in

Referring in particular
to farm labourers in the
Dr

oI

‘They have
no protection and there
is no ‘minimum wage laid
down. -

‘There are no bargain-

Boraine said:

ing procedures with
emplaoyers, many of-.
whom pay the Ilowest
rate possible, and
because so many of the
labourers have ng other
qualification, and there-
fore no other alternative,
they " are noSum:mm to
accept these wages.

Dr Boraine said the
wages these labourers
were being paid were 2
disgrace in any society.

“They are being paid
no more than starvation
wages  and ' this is why

many leave in despeta-
tion for the cities.”

The arguinent was
often used -that fabourers
were provided with hous-
ing, food, schools and so
on, but there was no
doubt, said Dr Boraine,
that if the worker had
no ability to negotiate
his own wages, then he
was bound to be ex
ploited. 3

The Senior Hun:m_..amw
Inspector with the

Department of Manpower -

Utilisation, My J F
Marais,  confirmed Dr
Boraine’s statement that
there was no protection

for the farm worker -in

1y Bo

the Boland.

‘A common law con-
tract exists between the
farm labourer and his
employer, hut . the
labourer is mnot usually
aware of his rights under
that contract. ~ Consegu-
ently there is no control
over what he earns.’

Professor Johan Pot-
gieter, of the Institute
for Planning and Re-
search at the University
of Port Elizabeth, whose
department had estab-

.lished a household sub-

sistence (HSL} level that
was generally accepted
as the minimum amount
required to support ‘a

al

. set

family, said farm
labourers were excluded
from the HSL because it
was impossible to assess
their real earnings:

This was because of
their various ‘perks’ like
accommodation, food and
free facilities.

The chairman of the
Goudini Farmers” Asso-
ciation, Mr Bokkie Vil

joen agreed that fringe '

benefits like houses, food
and clothing and school
education made it very
difficult to establish a
minimum earning
scale.

But he said that the

minimum weekly wage

id to
WBQ

Boland are getting a raw

laid down by the KWV
was ‘about R20°.

“You must appreciate
that farm labourers are
in a category of their
gwn. The farmer has a
special relationship with
his workers and . must
house, school. and feed
them.’

RAW DEAL

- ‘Usually they get their
food and drink at whele-
sale prices, so if R8 is
deducted from his sal-
ary for food, that amount
represents more money
than it is actually worth.’

In spite of their perks
many Iabourers in the

wWOr:
farmer:

from their
according 10
of Race

deal
employers,
the Institute
Relations.

Mrs Daphne S:mou
chairman of the Cape
Western region of the
institute said; ‘This
state of affairs is appal-
iing. There should be
minimum wages for all
workers, farm workers
included. :

*The situation looks
even worse when one
knows how affluent
many farmers are.’

The Argus ihguiry
established that although
coloured workers are
often- exploited in " the

Boland, there are a nuni-
ber of farmers who take
great care to sce fo-the
welfare of thelf

labourers. ‘a
4

RS0 A MONTH i

3

A  survey of farm

workers® earnings in the

Robertson area showed

an average monthly wage

of R8O, plus a free hoitle
of wine every day.

At the end of the year
most workers get @
honus and their families
receive new outfits of
clothes.

Some farmers provide
TV = shows for - their
workers and {facilities
range from rugby fields
to free firewood, food,

water and moEmzaom
land for n::?mnnm
crops.

Robertson workers m_.m
sometimes equipped with
three or four raomed
cottages which thé
farmer mE.Emwmm at wzm
OWTl expense.

In the Wellington dis-
frict some farmers weré
found to pay their
iabourers between ﬁmo
and R120 a month.




Disaster
faces

es ()
grain _
land gg%e
Crops alué®

STELLENBOSCH.. — Fearg of
" an outbreak of downy mil-
dew, comparable to the near
-disastrous 1976 Season, have .
been expressed by a spokes-’
man. of the Oenological and
Viticultural Research Insti.

tufe following nearly two |

{ _ Wweeks of rain, 3 A
Outbreaks of the dreaded ving*
disease have already heen-
reported in Stellenb_qséh,‘; :
Somerset West, Wellington, "
. Paarl, and Malmeshury 3
| “So far these outhreaky have..
been veiy light and only the
vine-leaves are. affected,”
‘ the spokesman said, RS
“However, the grape crop is at
a very Sensitive stage and
the disease could Spread,
bringing ‘serious crop
losses,” he added, S
1 He advised wine farmers -to
. Spray as spon as possible
with a fungicide, .
“What. dlarms me is thatthe
weather pattern is The gamie
as it’was in 1976, wheil we
| -had heavy summer rajn‘and
00 south-easter to dry the §.
ground:”-. . . , C
A spokésman for the Westelike'
Gragnboere Ko:op. in
Maimesbury, hag describied
* the recent rain .as a “'disas-
ter — an absolute disaster’,

While ‘only a quarter ofiithe |

+ - Brain erop remaing unhar.,
vested, it is expected ‘that
any “farmers will be hit
hard. :

Amactn

“There is.a reg] possibility that '
much: .of what is left on the

" lands will be below accept-
ahle weight and grade — and
undergrade grain cannot
even be delivered to the Ko-
op,” he said, — Sapa.




EAST LONDON — Critical
drought conditions in
some FEastern Cape and
Border areas are forcing
farmers to sell off stock to
the extent that they will
eventually retain otily a
nucleus of their present
‘number.

**Some farmers have
already reached that
‘stage,” said the Director
of the Agricultural and
Technical Services
Department for the
Eastern Cape, Mr H. S.
Niehaus.

“With the present lack
of grazing for the animals
it is the wisest thing they
could do. o

“Generally. the droiight

ia still very bad. The only
reasonable area is along
the coast from Human-
sdorp to East London, and
even there the rainfall
figures are well below the
average for other years.
“Inland towards the
north it gets progressively
drier and from Queen-
stown and Sterkstroom
towards Aliwal North
where conditions zre
almost critical, third stage
*drought relief measures
have been applied for.”

Farmers would then

receive government sub- -

sidies of R1 a month per
small breeding unit and
R5 a month for breeding
cattle. © - - :

East Cape farmers
forced to sell st

“Most of the veld is very
dry and in many areas
there is no graring at all,
but with the coming rain-
fall season things should
improve — and it's just
possible it may rain at any
time,” Mr Niehaus said.

" The control technician
for the Border sub-region,
Mr N. F. Kieck, was not as
optimistic. “Even in the
coastal regions which are
recovering slightly due to
quite good rainfalls, a lack
of follow-up rains will
cause the veld to dry out
completely.

“Thers is no irrigation
water in the Gonuble and
Kwelera rivers at present.
Peddie and Cathcart are

two of the hardest hit
.areas and these conditions
extend as far as Aliwal
North.

“Some farmers, par-
ttcularly fn the
Stutterheim area are
hand-feeding stock which
they can't even sell
because they are so thin.

“Most of the worst hit
areas are in the third
phase of relief aid and it is
difficult to predict if or
when the drought will
break.

‘““November and
December are known as
the dry months, so it's un-
likely there'll be any sub-
stantial rainfall.” — DDR







in its grip

Pietermaritzburg Bureau

THE drought that began to
crush Natal's agricultural
community more than a year
ago has not yet loosened jts
~deadly grip. .

Although spring rains
soaked the coast and Natal
Midlands gently and steadily,
they were not followed by
enough rain to alleviate the
drought. .

Farmers in the Heatonville
and Ntambanana- areéas are
‘back to ‘eritical' conditions
after very light spring rains,

according to Mr Faan .

Joubert, regional extension
officer at Cedara Agricuttural
College, 7

The grazing situation at
" Hluhluwe was critical and
_most. of the cotion farmers in
the area were waiting for
rain before they could start to
plant,

Many maize farmers in the

Lowesburg, Swartvolozie,
Dundee and Ladysmith areas
had not sown their crops due
to the drought, although No-
vember 15 was the latest
planting should have heen
left, said Mr Joubert.

" Although rainfall in the
Midlands was ‘relatively
-.good’ streams that normally

flowed strongly at this time -

of year were being pumped
, dry within three hours, ac-

cording to a Lion's River
farmer.

‘The indications were that
we were off into a really, good
spring,’ said Mr Alwyn
Bisschoff, secretary of the
Natal Agricultural Union.

~But it looks as if we're in for

a crippling summer. .
‘Most sugar cane farmers
cut less than half their nor-
mai crop this year, and pros-
pects for next year don’t took

‘too good either,’ said Mr

Joubert. ‘Partly grown cane
and young ratons (newly
planied cane stalks} have suf-
fered extensively.’

Midmar Dam and
Greytown's Lake Merthley
have dropped to their lowest
recorded levels, according to
a spokesman for the Natal
Parks Board and the
Greytown Town Clerk
respectively. . :

Watering gardens has been
banned in Greytown as a
result.

Although Mooi River has
been deproclaimed as an .
emergency grazing area,

- Kokstad and Greylown re-

~

main emergency grazing
areas. ‘

Vryheid and Newcastle
have had ‘good rains’ but less
than usual, according to the
spokesman for Cedara
College. :

Although the Hluhluwe area-
was very dry, streams in the
Pongola and Mkuze areas
were flowing strongly.




BLOEMFONTEIN—South African consumers could expect a
‘drastic increase’ in the price of fresh milk soon, ‘Dr Louis
Theron, chairman of the milk eommittee of the South African
Agricultural Union, said here yesterday.

Dr Theron said farmers were slavghtering dairy cattle and
getting up to BR800 a head which was much more lucrative than
dalry fariing, Sapa reported.

He said feed for dairy cows was so expensive that in some

* cases the farmer made only I ¢ profit on a litre of fresh mitk.
The last increase in the price of milk was in June when

iy
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cousumers were asked to fork out an extra jc a litre.
‘The mext increase will have to he drastic to lure farmers
back to the dairy industry,” Dr Theren said. ’
On the brighter side of the consumer's life, it was discovered
. Yesterday that chefiper potatoes were being sold throughout the
country following an over-supply on all markets.
Current prices were the lowest this year.
A good season for growers in Northern Transvaal, where this
year's crop is estimated at 8 000 000 pockeis compared with last
TR v e
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tato m ch

year’s 4800000, was the reasen for the lower prices, the man-

e i tikeda

-r—tUL..

ager of the board, Mr D van Rensburg, said yesterday, -

‘Farmers cannot hold back supipies any longer gxthe heatia
forcing ¥aem to lift their potatoes as soon as they are ready,’
hesald. - - ., T : . :

The average price for grade 1 medium potatoes had dropped
from R3,98 a 15kg pocket in October to R2,07 this week as a
result of more than 100 percent increase in supply — from
61000 pockets on October 11 to 130000 on November 17 af the -
Johanfiesburg markst. : T

bad been experienced in.Cape Town -

SR G A VR S K

B o205 0 PR oA T =i r etk A AP A F N o SR

. the Clanwilllam.dieg

" kmaclnjgo

with e Gyerage
in Oétober'to RS : _
Pretorig’s prices-for the same ferlod hed decreased from
about B3,90 to R2,20 and Durban’s from about RS589 to R2,9).
Comumienting-on the lower prices, Mr yan Rensburg said: Tt
is nat poasitile 10 38y bow iong the lower prices will last, but
we expect theyit torise in the forzeesble future as 70 percent of

this week, -

!

the Transvail orog amd 69 percent of the 2680660 pocketd from eE

¢ Naying droppe froms alicat B3 3 packet™
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UMTATA — More than-

37800 cattle in Trans-
kef ‘have died bhecpuse
of the drought and
pasteral farmers have

hoon sfdvisedl. te sell.

‘their sfock o aveid
losses.

Professor (G. van Beers,
chairman of the drought
committee and economic
adviser to the Transkel
Government, said up (o
September 37 033 cattle
had died as a result of the
prevailing drought.

Last year 14 670 catile
had died up to Sep-
tember. This year. the
number of deaths had in-
creased by 22 363, He said
there was nothing to be
done but advise pastoral
farmers to sell their stock
to avoid losses.

Professor Van Beers
said districts seriously
affected by the drought
.were Herschel, Matatiele,

Lady Frere aﬁd Idutywa.

‘Meanwhile, the Secre-
tary for the Department of

Interior and Social Ser-
vices, Mr M. Titus, said dis-
tribution of fortified
maize meal to families
hard hit by the drought
had started in Lady Frere,
the district considered to
be the worst affected.

He said the South Afri-
ran Government had

given Transkel a grant of
R6,9 muilion to assist the
people of the country. Out .
of this amount R4 million -
was in cash and R2,9.
million was given in kind,
including medical seor-
viees and the assistance
given by members of the
South Afriran Defence
f'orce in carting water for
domestic purposes in
arcas badly affected by
the drought. — DDR.
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Argus Cornfési:pohdenf
S UMTATA. — Transkei's economic adviser
..and. chairman of the drought committee,

Professor G van- Beers, says more than

37 000 cattle have died because of the

drought, o R

<. ' -These cattle losses were

T.the figures up to Septem-

- ber this year. In 1979,
Transkei - had Jost 14 670
head of cattie and 22 363
‘sheep up to . September
1980, T .

‘ The South'Africa_n_ Gov~ ¢
ernment ‘had given more.
than Ré-million in drought
relief for Transkei in cash

" and kind.

- Members of the South

- Afriean Defence Force are
transporting water to

' drought-stricken are as,

and medical aid is being

provided ‘where necessary,

. The distribution of fort]-

f fied maize meal hag
alréady - begun . in. Lady
Frere, the distriet where
families are believed to be
hardest hit by the

| drought. -~ . :

|

I

NICK OF TIME

- Widespread raing in the .
. Eastein Transvaal have
saved crop farmers there
“from a disastrous ‘Season,

" Had- the rain fallen a
week later, thera would
have been . no maize crop
- this geagon. - 7

The -drought -hag been
finaily' hroken in most of
the Bushveld grazing -
areas.. North of the Sout-
pansberg ‘rivers are gver.
. flowine their banks after
apout:50-mm of rain, . -
‘mm and -Springbok Flats
{ térsburg reported 94
| MIAnd Soringhok Flats
farmers -are ‘preparing for |
. he 200d wheat season’ ‘

“-The Rastern Trangvaal

Highield will nowZhave 5
maize. crop aftéer all,
althougl it will. be’a raece
against time, -tg. gét " the .
fielfls plantaq Befors™ it s
too late; -
MORE NEEDED

Some districts, however,
still ‘need . more rain to
i”make;planting.safe.‘ ]
"“The Free State " eron.
! growing distriotg as -far
‘south  ag- Winburg have
also had good rains, hut
the "southern Free State
sheep farming region is
stil dry. .
Fauresmith, Redders- .
brrg,. and,..most. .of.-itha.
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EAST LONDON —
Widespread rains over the
Eastern Cape have raised
drought stricken farmers’
hopes, and in the
Stutterheim araa the

drought appears to have
been broken. .

After reports-last week
Jthat Stutterheim was
‘'bone dry”, 103 mm has

fallen since Sunday, and a

spokesman for a farmers’ -

co-og thére said the
weather “showed no signs
of clearing up.’” The
Forestry Department said
the mountain streams
were running strongly,

and the ground was moist,
the

In August,

Stutterheim area was plac-
ed on the emergency graz-
ing list. )
More than 50 mm of rain
had fallen in Stutterheim
by midday yesterday and
many roads in the district
are slippery; The bypass
between Stutterheim. and
Cathcart had to be closed
yesterday morning after a
heavy vehicle skidded
across the road and block-
ed it. ) '
In contrast, however,
the Steynsburg area,
which has been critically
affected by the drought,
has received only 10 mm
over the past two days.

A local farmer's wife,

- Sharing an umbrella through East London’s wet streets

yesterday were Lee-Ann Lottering, 16, and Fadila Laga-
dien, 21 _ '

.

. are optimistic

Mrs H. D. Barbier, said
terrific dust storms had
raged during the past few
weeks, and farmers were
being forced to sell their
cattle. -

Mrs Barbier said that
before they seoid their
cattle, she was paying just
over R3 000 a month for
feed. “All we have left are
ijust a few cows for our
hqgsehold needs”, she
said.

The Steynsburg farmers

.are also being plagued by

hungry baboons who steal
the cattle feed and raid

. the mealie lands. “One of

our farm labourers used
to stand fuard while the
cattle fed”, Mrs Barbier
said. It appears that while
the slight rains have
helped, they have come
too late for many farmers.

Somerset East, now
dependent on four fown
boreholes for water, has
had 28 mm of rain since
Monday, but it appears the
light rain has done little to
alleviate the situation.
The water level of Lake
Bertie has dropped so low
that all‘the fish init had to
be destroyed.

Aithough only 13 mm

- has fallen since yesterday,
" the drought stricken

Fort Beaufort farmers
i that more
rain will fall. Last month
farmers were granted
drought relief loans.
There has been 42 mm
of rain recorded in the
East London area since
Monday. However, the
level of the Bridle Drift
dam remains unaitered.

In the Western Cape the
gale force south-easter,
which has buffeted the
peninsula since Wednes-
day, is showin: few signs
of micderating."

Motorists, moior
cyclists and cyclists as
well as pedestrians spent a
miserable windswept day,
while shipping has also
been delayed in Table
Bay.

The weather office ex-
pects no respite from the
gale, but reports of good
rains have been received
from parts of the South-
ern Cape.

In the Free State vio-
lent hailstorms destroyed
thousands of hectares. of
wheat. The possibility of
more hail before the
beginning of next month

" cannot he ruled out.

' Intermittent thunder-

-showers are forecast for

the whole of the province
and the Northern Cape for
today. — DDR-DDC-SAPA.
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!Dragged_ ,;mtd;ﬁ m machine
' CAPE TOWN. — An ambulance ~ when he was pulled into the
raced 200km to bring to Groote mill by a puliey helt,
Schuur Hospita), in Cape Town, He suffered severe arm and
a'seriously injured farmer who head injuries before employees
had been dragged into a ma- switched off the machine.
‘chine-Geiven hammer mifl. He was transferred from
|, Mr ¥ (“Mais") van Zyl, 18, Vredendal Hospital to Groote i
of Tierkloof Farm, Van Rhyns- Schuur, where his condition
dorp, was grinding chaff for was given vesterday ag‘ceri
animal fodder on Wednesday ous”. — Sapfia «
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IT'S not really terrorists
who are driving South Afri-
ca’s horder farmers off
their land — jt’s money.
And if the Govermment
wants the farmers back on
the land it will have to act
fast. :
City-living landowners whose
empty farms line the borders
with our Black neighbours,
may be pressured by the Gov-

ernment to return to the platte-
the Sunday. Express was

land,
told this week, -

The Deputy Minister of Agri-
culture, Mr S Hayward, re-
vealed that farmers stiil **hold-
ing the fort” in the dust left by
those who have left to seek
their fortunes in the eciijes are
angry and demanding action.

“We are under tremendous
pressure either to force these
absentee landowners back to
their farms er get them to
appoint Government approved
managers,” he told the Sunday
Express.

“People didn’t leave these
areas because they were
scared, they went for economic
reasons.

“I think we've had some ste-
cess in stemming the tide but
we need to do more for these
farmers. -

..."I've been put under a hel-
duva lot of pressure to bring the

*

b

absentee landlords back.

“There’s a clause in the Dern-
sity of Population in Designat-
ed Areas Act which we can use
to bring them back, or put ap-
proved managers in.

“The time has come when
I'll have to look at doing that.”

One Johannesburg landowner
- his family owns nearly 3 500
hectares of farming land hor-
dering Botswana — said that if
“he Govermment could find any

- burgh,

GOVT THREAT TO
MAKE THEM GO
BACK AND FARM

by NEIL MacLUCAS

“*honest managers” he might
consider employing one,

The Opposition spokesman on
agriculture, Mr Philiip My-
agreed that the higgest
reason for the depopulation of
the platteland was economic
bat said: “It is absolute non.
sense to try and force unwiiling
Whites back te their farms,

“Thank goodness there are
still willing and able Blacks to
manage the farms. If they were
forced out there’d be ng-one
living there at all.”

Former Transvaal rughy
player Mr John Faber told the
Sunday Express he had em-
ployed a Black farm manager
since 1953. “He is as good, if
not better, than any White
manager I’ve met,” he said.

“Qur farm, "Rooibokkraal,
has recreational potential but
very few economic possibili-
‘ties. We get more pleasure out
of hunting there than farming.”

But Mr Jaap Wilkens, presi-
dent of the SA Agricultural
Union, toid the Sunday Express
the drain from the iand to {he
cities had eased up because of

-current rise in meat prices,

-

. "“The people, most of whom.
are cattle rangers, now have
some incentive to remain on

the farms,” he said, -

“But in the long term we
need vast sums of Government
money to stimulate and im-
proved the infrastructure, Only
the Government can afford to
finance electricity, road and ir-
rigation <schemes.

“With the current economic
boerm, too many people are be-
ing attracted by big-city
salaries.

“It's simply a question of
economics. I don't think the
terrorist threat worries too
many farmers.”

The Department of Agricul-
ture’s Director of Finaneial As-
sistance, Mr I Kramer, told
the Sunday Express his office
had pumped nearly R20 million
into “‘bring back the farmers”
schemes.

R15.4 million had been made
available this year to help peo-
ple buy farms.

“We had 172 new farmers
this year, but that doesn’t
mean they'll farin for ever.,

“I don’t think the situation
has improved tremendously but
1 feel the trend to the cities has
been checked.” :

A prominent. Messina cattle
rancher, Mr Leon Botha, felt
that- the position had improved
in the last four or five meonths:

“But only because we've been
getting good prices for our
meat.”

Thabazimbi estate agent, Mr
A Wilsenach, said: *‘These rich
landlords live in Johannesburg
and Pretoria and only seem to
use their farms when ihey
come hunting in the winter.”

Absentee Johannesburg land-
owner Mr John Faber said that
before thé Government tried to

force White farmers back,

-something “would  have to be
done about.price control.. .. +
““At;the moment people-were

asking recreational valiies for*:

agricultural land. A lot of other
landewners in my position now
only use their land for hunting
and safari parties. There is a
lot of game in the area and it is
more fun and cheaper than go-
ing to Sun City once a month.”

The pressure on the Govern-
ment is coming from the farm-
ers left behind — the men who
consider the vast empty tracts
of land on either side of their
famrs make them an easy tar-
get for the terrorists.

On a visit to the area shortly
after Zimbabwe became inde-
pendent, the Sunday Express
found a large number of farms
either unattended or managed
for absentee landlords by
Blacks. )

The Sunday Express report-
er, Marshall Wilson, broke the
news in March this year to the-
then Minister of Argiculture,
Mr Hendrik Schoeman,

Wilson told the Minister that

“more than 1000 farms were

unoccupied in.a 250km stretch
from Zeerust to Messina,

Mr Schoeman agreed the sit-
uatioh posed a security threat.

‘DAY EXPRESS 25

November 30, 1980

* Absentes landowner John Faber now lives in Johannes-
burg and uses his farm only for hunting and safari parties, . .
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showers. have .kept "
people indoofs in the
Cape Peninsula the

past ree  weeks,
sheep farmers in the
Karoo are stil] battling
‘along in the most
brutal and longlasting
drought - experienced
in the area’s farming
history. .
Although

been reports
downpours’
isolated areas, general
rain - continues to elude

there have
of ‘patchy

hundreds of near-des
perate farmers,

Stotkfeed has to be
transported fo all. -the

farms to enable farmers to
feed livestock and dams —
the lifeblood - on many
livestock farms — have
been dry for more than
six months, o

Mr Ron de Villiers of

the farm De Hoop near
Beaufort West said even

after 40 years.of farming -

in the area he had yet to
encounter a more ‘destrue-
tive and never ending’
drought.

Lambing

" "My lambing rate has

from a few -

been cut by half and each -

day, we face ever-increas-
ing” running costs and a
plummeting turnover. My
-production is down by 50
percent and niy costs up
by 25; percent, .

‘There is 110 way out,
extept for abandoning our
rms . .. ,- and - thaf’s
something not one farmer
has the heart to do,’ said
Mr .de Villiers, .
“Mr Vicus ' Leeuwner. of
the' farm TRooikloof near
Si_ztherﬁand;? “gaid super}f!i-
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destructiv:

intermittent * will all persevere and grit

our teeth,

]
Farmers in the drought
stricken zones are eligible
for Government loans and

subsidies to buy fodder to
"keep their dwindling -

flocks of sheep and herds
of cattle alive, and are

also entitled to a 75 per-

cent rebate on the railage
costs of getting fodder to
their farms.

Sheep trucks

Railway trucks are

being provided as a cheap *

form of transport to the
Johannesburg
The SAR three-tier sheep
irucks are. made up into
block load trains and take
only 24 hours from Calvi-
nia or De Aar to City
Deep abattoir.

This service has become
very popular with farmers
in the drought areas who
wish 1o market their
sheep. The tariff for the
transport of sheep with a
three-tier truck is con-
siderably lower than the
normal tariff.

Mr Willem Krugel, as-
sistant secretary of the

Western Cape Apricultural.

Union, said so far Govern-
ment aid provided for
farmers in the Karoo since
April amounted to more
than R17%-million. .

He said RI 327437 was
subsidised on the interest

- abattoir, .

on carry over debts of the

grain and stock farmers in

the area and a further
R2 697 150 rebate on rail-
age costs.

Direct subsidies on pay-
ments of fodder and snbsi-
dies on loans made by
farmers amounted to
R7959 502 — but of these
subsidies granted by . the
Government for
each farmer had to pay
about 50 pereent. Another
R5 530 000 was made avail-
able for loans
Department of Agricul-
tural Credit.

But Mr Krugel said that
all the farmers had estim.
ated that of all the real
debts incurred during the
drought (since March
1978 until March 1980)
the Government had only
provided 10 percent in

aid.
Critical

‘The situation could be
deseribed as critical he-
cause the damage to live-
stock is mounting and
debts increasing, Farmers
are having to keep their
stock alive with fodder
because their own fields
are parched and it all
takes added transport
costs and extra lahour.’

He said the prospects of
rain still looked dismal
and Government relief
Wwas expected to continue
for at least the next two
months, -

fodder .

by . the ;
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- students to graduate
from the Elsenberg
Agricultural College
-near  Stellenbcsoh
see.
* ‘ice-breakers” pre-
“paring for wider col-

: rzculture.

"There were some ini-
tial  difficulties, which
we overcame, and it
Jwill now be easier for
~the  next
coloured  students who
vgo to Llsenbmg Mr B -

‘graduation
'thls week.

- FIVE SCHOOLS ;-

*'tvho broke “the ice at

“ By ANNAMIA VAN

“THE first coloured

themselves - as ¢

_oured participation f
“in South African ag- A

! 'i’*
A

group of -

" J Beukes said after the
| geremony -

The - five _young men ;

£EO & the traditionally conser-
Eg%.";watxve callege -are. MI‘ “teach at Rwersdale sald
£ " Beukes . of Riversdal, © he had found members
i »MrF R E Peffer of __Dul‘- nf his ecommunity were
| -ban, Mr James Swiege- reluctant io accept the
3 “laar of Qudtshoorn, Mr., new plan to teach *
! © Leon: Titus -of Stellen-: ecoloured pupils agricul- .
. -bosehy -and 3 Leo van ~ fural subjecis.
» clsle;:cﬁqandt .Of Ixnpo in SCIENTIFIC
Next year they will -~ *Miny of them
start teaching at five . -lieve we warit-to make
schools in the Cape and - farm lahouvers sut of
~ Natal that have been  {he children. But tiis is
i selected to offer.agri-  not true. .
i .cultural” subjects to ‘The subjects will be
= coloured pupils for the more  scientific  than
L RLEE first time. - practical amd. we. hope,
‘ = Mr Beukes, who will "~ will spur pupils 1o
[ . § IHHIIIllllllIilI![I!IHIHFHIIIIIIIIHill!ll!l[ll[llfﬂl!I!Ili[lil]ll]il][I!HHNHHIIIIilhll!llillllllI!iil[{llllllilIIHHIHIHJINHHIHIIHIH!HHIJHIHHII!l]lll[ll
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ButsoTTOF U3 se ‘0geT ut weus 06t ur en

s3xed xsyjp

~9p uotraxodoad syyg,

"S,096T 2y3 30 pue a3y Aq

oo - 'understandablo
be- ..

" mix with.
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We re ice- breakers

MR B J BEUKES who gained a first class pass
at Efsenberg Agricultural College ’rhls year.

stody  further in the
field..

Mr van der Sandt, 25,

-said the five students

had some problems at
the. beginning of their
ceurse in 1979,
‘The . prohlems were
I sup-
pose, hecause the gther

. students were- not used
"t studving

with - people

- of a different colour.

. They did not zealb
us at | first.
But as they got to know
us Dhetter, these prob-
lems were overcome.’
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.Plesms “said,
cn By, the end
centuryy Africa’s
{tion '~ will . have

“We're: at. ‘the -
the b1ggest pot

*‘He. proudly polnts .
|- the fact that South Afriea
iy currently exporfing 19.6 -
of+ percent ‘of it§. total agm
) ,:_:ultural productin:’
o MTEY very . ‘n‘nportant ln
"the long term for Sotith

- ‘even exreed this. - wi
“In . 1965, for: ekample,

. million tons of grai
- wgy 1968 ‘this had risen
-to-11,3-million tons and lﬁy
: y ld ‘

15-million fons‘ ;
“Our priorities must

power ‘
« Mr du Plessis saxd-. hi
dld 1ot mecessarily mean .
-that, as had aften ‘hap-

Pieu

* determination. -

*Prangvasl - Provigcial

when he was 29.
-Four years: Iater,

_ 1970 he  was glected MP'_:-‘.

[ for Lydenhurg, ‘and  now

med the ‘ framework of-

‘{ather,.; Mr
Plessis,  wa

. under . Dr
woerd

developed s
Lot way, . A8

‘| tarming"in-the Lydenburg

s
'gmreasmg physical vol-
ricyttural;.prox

-Africa o maintain and

CAfriea 1mparted five-

A.dentlfied and a longtegn ]

qu P'essis tempers
¢ 45 affability seith a firm- -
-“pesy  and- eas ly apparent :

.- It’s ‘probably those qual- g
< ities-that saw. him homi. =
Sated & member of the -

:Couneil - for Lydenlburg ;"

$-at the sge “of 45, 'he if
_‘ M.lmster of A.griculture. )
 Pplitics haye alwayg fnr-

Mr du Plessis’s life; Hxsf'.f

h
-the . Constituency Councll‘ .

rmers will go bankrypt. .
armers won't!get

an asked if - thig

Wh
v would mean the fertjliser
* price =~ always aonounced..
Tag thﬂ beginning - of . the

. year. .~ would- be 10wer
o than previous . YBATS,
“lirte ‘with agricultural’ and

e conéumet requests, My du_.

Plesw.s rephed* oo

. wpi)- fight “all increases :
in- agricultural inputs.

~from- the start. Tl fight

“them- as’ hard: as the:con-

sumer f:ghts me.
e
ensui- -t m - fon
plei " living - 0
gef?:xcn and “the’ aelind
states” have foo& WGW
d the .‘ean

ged to prodiice: sUrpit
:‘they’ll often-he.
~n_nx--the export marks f:

did.” oo ‘
Mr ..dui Plesms saui it

‘the vital role of agriculture

" not ignored.

.aHe . said the judunal
pmmission of - inquiry

‘. cinto  the -meat industry

“would - also look - at the
: ro]-e ‘uf co-uperatives. ‘

T keep "fond prices v
ﬂow‘? 1% I &ien’t, all the-

|

#rpis, in  turn, could
 gubsidise the local market i

: n. gecondary mdustry was .

_-'research after obtaining'

étie du Plessis =« = |
nportance of food

T et 2w 2o

main - task g5 to
v that .the’ Zs-mﬂlmn.

45~ also imporiant that

an MSe in agricnlture- at -
¢the ‘University of Pretoria,

~*I was once called the

- soya-king. I did all-the

pioneer. work - on- S0y&,

which. is becoming one of -
_the most important agri:’
‘cultural crops,” he said, -

Myr du Plessis served-.on

- farms - bee! malze and

soya :

: various : agricultural and "~
“nature conservation organs
- 1sations. He has: three
farms - of. his-own -and

. He served on the .-:om-"‘j

mlsSlon of inquiry into
" the marketing Act and the:

. finanee  study group of .
the caucus, was chairm- v
"+ pff the Commission on ¢«

operation and Develo -
mient and in June 197

»the post of Deputy . Mine~' *.
cter of Finante was
e created for him. :
He was also chairman of =
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By Haunes erguson.
Farming Correspondent '

! Cmmumers :arg to - be hif

by another blow to their
! grocery babkets on Chust-
{' mas Eve,

’ Fertiliser prices,
! direLily

which

Drices, will rise about 10
‘percent  in. f{erms of a

Gazeile to he pubhshedl

on Decembef 24,

i

f alre‘ady been. hit by the
E 17,3 pereent: Increase in
,Eemhqer prices ' imposed
t 7in Ianuaz‘y this year.

1
|
5

Food  prices this year
“have’ alroddy increased a
phenomenal 252 percent,

;accordmg to the latest

mﬂuente food”

i

:

; motice in the Government
1.

i

i

E

" This season’ 5 Braps have

. percemt” jump-

,_Iwﬂl hn 1981 food pmc

f1gum‘: rolea‘;ed by the
Department of Statisties,

The - additionai 10
percent increase will fui-

~ther. hoost prices of vege-

tables and other
plantey - after

prices iake effect on Janu.

£rops.

Coary Lo

Mal?e alone m]] rise by
the next
growing scason, according -
Ao -Dr o) ‘

2,3 percent- i

van der Dus-

sen, economist of the

‘natmnal Maize Producers’
*Organisation.

This  will affect
maize price in mid-1982,
while this- years 17,3
wul take
effect on next vear’s maize
prices.

L l'y‘
- efficiency had improved.

the new -

. béen

the

m\%o

Mr Trevur Webh, Lhau'—

"man of the Tertiliser

Society said that fertiliser
-plants had bheen more ful-
used s  year and

There had heen ng ma]-

- or changes in the price of

raw: materials for . i’eru-
Tiser;

The latest formmer
price -increases may have
caused
intreases - in  other-
items such as machinery,

- wages and transport costs.,

_ industry. .
was recently criticized in

The - fertitiser

a secret inferitm report of
the Commission of In-
aquiry into. the }“ertmser
Industrv

hy  price
-cavg-
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FARM PROPERTY )

Prices shopt ahead
 Like its uﬁ)’gn cm.i?ﬁ Ir%j?t‘?the farm pro-

" perty market is showing marked signs of
over-heating. Good grain farms in the
maize triangle have been fetching more
than R1000 a hectare. That is almost
double the price they would have com-
manded only 18 months ago.

In Natal, the vendors of sugar estates
are now asking (and getting) up te RS0 for
every ton of' cane their properties are
expected to produce annually. Individual
farms.in favourable areas have sold for
more.“Only a year ago, R30 would have
been considered the limit.

The “price of extensive ranching pro-
perty has been slower to take off and is, of

[RRPE Dy .

]

[4

s3ang IO "ON

course, still much lower on a hectare
basis. But it nevertheless reflects the
same trend. Good sweet grazing and bush-
veld properties are currently selling for
RB800 to R1 000 for every animal they can
carry. And that’s without the beast, which
also costs 60% to 70% more than it would
have done last year.

Wine farms have appreciated rapidly,
too. The old rule of thumb was that a
farm should be capitalised round about the
value of three years' production. That
yardstick seems temporarily to have gone
by the board as buyers have tumbled over
each other to pay four and five times the
projected crop values.

In Stellenbosch and Paarl, where agents
are tempted to press amenity harder than

- the grapes, several sales have been re-

ported in the vicinity of R25 000 a hectare.
Wool farms and irrigation farms have not
experienced quite the same euphoria, but
that can be partially explained by the fact
that they were legs likely to have been
marked down during the bad days from
1977 to 1979.

Although urban buyers are in evidence,
the weight of the purchasing power in the
current wave appears to be coming from

" the farming community itself. Large

maize and beef farmers are flush with
cash as a result of good crops and higher
prices. The banks are keen to lend against
the solid security of existing properties.

Moreover, tax and inflation hedging
considerations render additional land pur-
chases a more attractive proposition io
most than intensification of existing
holdings.

There are probably no more than a few
score farmers who have been displaced by
expropriations and the well-publicised ac-
tivities of companies scrambling for con-
trol of the sugar industry. But they have
been much in evidence, too, and many
observers blame them for the sudden
upsurge. Roaming the couniry, cash in
hand, they find it hard to conceal a sense
of urgency which drives them on to re-
invest as quickly as possible. A man who
has lived hand to mouth on the same farm
all his life finds it difficult to be patient
when he is suddenly in possession of Rlm
worth of depreciating banknotes.

A notable feature of this property boom
has been the mobility of buyers. Fright-
ened, perhaps, by rumours of further con-
solidation or the possibility of some future
bush war, several wealthy Transvaal and
Natal buyers have been tempted to estab-
lish either a new or second base in the
Cape. One of the most popular hunting
grounds for them has been in the PM's
stamping ground along the Garden Route
and around the growing town of George.

Agents report that farm property prices
have trebled in the last year and a half.
Farms for sale for less than RI1000 a
hectare 'in early 1979 have recent-
ly been selling for R3 000 and more.
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meeting of property
owners in the Balfour,

Buxten and
Blinkwater areas on
Tuesday night, the
chairman of the Katherg
Farmers' Association, Mr
Gus Peinke, proposed the
Eastern CapegAgricultural
Union include in a
memorandum to be sub-
mitted to the government
a request that the area be
purchased by the govern-
ment for occupation by
biacks.

nr L. Rau, a member of
the assoclation, reported
that a succession of
speakers, including Mr A
Forsdick and Mr Tom
Dreyer, then opposed the
proposal on the grounds
that it was not a proper
function of organised
agriculture to propose 1o
the government that an
area should be purchased,
“and it would in any case be
‘poor business strategy to
offer land before an
approach had {irst been
made by the state.

Ancther speaker, Mr W.
Lenz, stated he felt
property owners had the
right to negotiate with the
state without the in-
ijervention of an in-
termediary such as an
agricultural association.

Concluding the meeting
- the chairman said it was

clear the majority of those
prescnt were
offering their property to
the state, and he
suggested to the union
they delete from their
drait memorandum the
paragraph recommending
purchase of the area by

upper

the state. — DDR
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- Nortliern Transvaal

. Bureau |
PIETERSBURG —

i, tion of South: Africa’s bor-
- der areas, and will receive
financial and other aid if
1-they settle on _isolated
farms in th e northern
Transvaal. - . ‘

The ' President of the
‘Transvaal
Union, Mr Nicg' Kotze,
says his union -would wel.

Farmers from Zimbabwe -

W could stem- the depopula-

Agricultura] -

g e e
Dy farms in the depopu.
lated border ‘areas,. we

would double our efforts
to help them get started,”

at Creey near Naboom-
spruit, _ :
He emphasised he was

not aware of g major
exodus. T
A  number of young

South African farmers
who have rTeceived State
subsidies have setfled in
the border area during the
past 12 months, but the

. Zimbabwe
said Mr Kotze at his farm = _
- during the past week rep-
-resents a norma) flow of

N
¢ wel

It has been -sstablished
that the 7000 ears repor«
ted to have crossed from
into South
Africa via Beit Bridge

holiday traffie.

Some Zimbabweans cam-
ped i caravan parks saidg
they were here to . find
employment,

A large numher of ex-
Zimbabweans have been
appointed to technieal
and agricultural posts in

settled in the town during
the past year but he was
not aware of 5 sudden
new exodus.

“*Small “industrialists
from Zimbabwe are parti-
tularly welcome here
because they are resource-
ful and brogressive,” he

added. This view was
echoed by other town
clerks in the area,

But Pietershurg, Louis
Trichardt ang Tzaneen,
are facing anp UNpreces

come Zimhabwean farmers . sityation there is still ‘erit.  Lebowa, Venda .and  Ga- dented housing shortage,
- with open arms and- make - jcal, especially ' between zankulu,. . . The influx of Zimbahe
every effort to -assist  EHisrds  ang Pont  Drift Pietershurg’s town weans is seen as one of
them. ER - along the Botswana bor- clerk, Mr Jack Botes, said several factor§ in the cri.
s “If they choose to peoy. der. - o - many  Zimbabweans had  sis, .
£ 1. pa—
Yz-cr J
BT ~ 4T
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Zoing 1o affer people’s incomes are
Meanwhile. SA's maize erop was the

seeond highest in history, with 108 My

harvested at the end of this voar'q"::n

lnmher to April prowing season oo
in the 1974 hurmper _{roar. the n

appoximately 30000 m
ahowt 11 Mt
SA exports abont 507 af 5 good vear's
corn production to other  African ..l"f‘illl']:
trics, Furepe, and the Fap s
world priee hag nmped hecause of g
(lrrx}agl'lt in the UK, stherwise 4 qllr'nh‘;‘
mawe produeer. Additionally l p
had to imoort maize iop the !:h
1979, an indication of the disruption to 1
country’s farim sector. Savs SAAT 0
tiers: “The ontlook : farme -
bright for this voar
‘ But this 15 of Hittle condo
farmers, “Many of 8
to cope with had tinses,
“It's been rough

_ ation's
alze farmers grow

ast, The

Zimhahuo
'stotitne in
At

for maize farmers i

lonee o aiher
1ent have had fo Tecen
savs ol

AGRICULTURE ¥m 14|n)%o
Mixed prospscts

Despite recent rainfa ome of the
worst hit areas, many SA farmers contin-
ue to suffer from the prolonged drought
" which has ruined crops, killed livestock,
and threatens to cut. output in critical
sectors 0f the agricultural industry. Sheep
and cattle ranchers and wheat growers
are worst hit. .

“This may end up to be a devastating
year for some of our farmers,” SA Agri-
cultural Union (SAAU) director Chris Cil-

"liers warns. ““They are going to be hurt.”
But it has been a good year for maize
farmers selling their second highest crop
ever -in a climate of rising world prices.
" “In spite of the disasters we've had, net
farm income nationwide will be the high-
est in history,” says Ciltiers. “‘The sum-
. mer crops have done very well, and with
good weather conditions next year, we're

st

e‘xpecting.an excellent perfor:_liénce," he =
says. '"*“We're not gloomy about the.

future.”” - : . : )
- Qverall, net farm income is up 62,5%

for the first three quarters of 1980. Gross -

‘farm income surged -about 40%.

: &

But the wieat harvest i¢ expected to

drop fram 2,086m t last yeaf to about 1,5m

this vear. SA's approximatély-20 000 wheat
farmers produced R405 899in worth of the

eritical staple food last year. Harvesting
‘usually takes place in December and Jan- -
iiary, and while it is too early for final "

"crop estimates, there have already been

substantial increases in the announced

price for next year. )
Perhaps most severely affected by the

drop from 31,6m to; about 30m head this

year:while jthe nation’s cattle herd de-
creased from an August, 1979, high of 9m

to 8,5 in August of this year.

Hendrik - Botha, assistant director of .

drought are sheep and cattle growers in
the northern Cape Province  and Trans-
vaal. SA’s sheep population i$ expecied to

. Pretoria’s’ Agricultural Economics and:
- Marketing department,” explains that live-
stock growers “had-to’ get rid of their |

slaughtering stocks as fast as possible,
They just couldn’t get the feed for them.”
Meat prices, which have been soaring
over the last six months, are expected to
increase further, The Meat Board raised
the minimum price for beef from R1,19/kg
to R1,42 in June. Last month, the price
was increased again to R1,52. .
An indication of the drought’s implica-
tions for sheep farmers incomes comes
from a survey conducted by Theo Holmes,
an economist at the Grootfontein Agricul-
tural College in Cape Province’s Middel-
burg. Based on a mail-in record system

_from 250 sheep growers in the Karoo

region, Holmes says these farmers have
had to spend R4.84 for each mature sheep
to buy special drought feed. '

“The farmers cannot feed their stocks
from their lands. It's just teo dry,”
Holmes says. “‘So they've had to purchase
‘drought cubes’ — made from roughage
and supplemented with protein “concen-
trate — to. support their herds. The exira
cost will reduce their incomes by more
than half.”” =~ _ :

In the pre-drought 1977/78 seaspn, Hol-
mes’ report indicates, sheep farmers in
the region earned an average R16,01 for
each mature sheep. After ‘deducting costs,
net income was R8,2). In the 1978/7%
season, partial drought struck, net in-
come for one mature sheep was R6,25.

“Using these. figures,” Holmes explains, -

“you have to subtract the extra ‘drought
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State ot
accused
by top&s
farmets$

- By BEVIS FAIRBROTHER

FARMERS in the Border
area, near Queenstown,
claim they are being
done ont of hundreds of
thousands of rand by “‘an.
fair’'’ Government
evaluators.

Some say they are only bein
offered half the true value o
- their land, now being expro-
priated for the Ciskei.
‘Among their complaints are:
® Evaluations vary from less
than R20 a heetare on one
farm to nearly R700 a hect.
are on another ... for no
apparent reason.
® Evaluators kpow nothing
about the area, .
® They are not interested in
imrruvements to farms,
which have cost the owners
thousands of rand over the

- years.
Farmers feel they are virtually
forced $o sell at the low
prices offered as a last
chance before thefr land is
Included in the Ciskel. Sell-
fng chances wiil then be

" -slim,

" They alse feel that, if they stay
on, they will be “robbed
blind’" by stock thievey who
have become active only

- since the Government resei-
 fled growps In the Border
- Rrea. ) .

A spokesman for the Eastern

- Agrieultural Union con-
firmed that they received

- “complalnts all day” from
. dissatisfled farmers.

“Fearof
reprisal

The vpion could not act on indi-
© vidual complaints but was
takig up the matter with

' *the powers that be’,

- Farmers Interviewed did not
want to be identified for fear
of being “‘picked on”,

One of the biggest farmers in

the area said he was disap-

- pointed with the oifer matfe
to him, but accepted “with
" tongue in cheek’’,

He was close to retirement and
wag tred of fighting for a

falr price.

""We've been walting for them
to do this for eighi vears,
It’s been like a sword hang.
ing over our heads,” he said,

The evaluators finally came
this year,

" “They didn’t take any improve-

ments I had made into
-consideration. . 'y -
We. CAm yea

. Ther'e “were no. . fences:

"and ‘water was scarce. Now

we have the most improved

farm in the Queenstown

- distriet,

“I invited the evaluators to gee
my cattle and sheep dips,
and they sald they weren't
interested,

"~ “Y {psisted on showing them

but, afterwards, they said

-1 they still weren’t interested.

. I couldn’t believe that, in an

. ..Area-where scab and ticks !

ana water was scatice, Now ™)
we have the most improved -

farm in the Queenstown :
district. _ Cot

“T invited the evaluators to jee \
my Cattle and sheep dips,
and they sald they weren't
interested, .

“] tnsisted on showing -them
but, afterwards, they said
they still weren’t interested.

“1 couldn’t belleve that, in an

i e

“are rife, they were not inter-
ested in dipping tanks.” |
The farmer was offered the
second lowest price in the
area -— R212 a hectare. An-
other farmer recelved only
R180 a hectare.

Stock
thefts

Farmers cenid not undersiand
how the land was evaluated.

Stock theft became rife in the
area when the gevernment
resettled Herschel blacks
there,

“The blacks who have always |
jived here have been gooil
neighbours. We never had
any trouble until the new-
cotners arclved,” a farmer !
said.

Another farmer said she torned
down the first oifer a year
ago, but said ker door was
still open to negotiation.

When she heard nothing from
the Government for a year,
siie made Inguiries in Pre-
toria and discovered her pa-
pers had heen lost.

" She eventually received R50 000

more for her property,
which was only as much as
the Interest that would have
accrued on {he original offer
OVET B year.

“We would never be able to
buy a similar farm any-
where else for the money we
got. We got half of what we
should have,” :

She said private evatuators had
quoted much higher prices |
than the Government
officials.

She suggested that a solution
would be for the Govern-
meut to take a flgure he-
tween the two quotes.

Mr Louis Fouche, director-gen-
eral of the Department of
Community Development |
and State Auxiliary Services, '
said it was impossible to
comment on general
statements.

Each cowmplaint had to be con-
sidered separately as separ-
ate evaluation had been
made in each case. The eval-
uations had heen ¢onducted
on a seiemifiqpasis_..‘?"‘:}‘
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PIETERSBURG. . »e-
Farmers from Zimbab-

we could stem the
depopulation of South

Africa’s border. areas

and will receive finan-

| -cial and other -aid if.
they settle on remote-
- farms in the Northern

. Transvail.

-But Press reports about’

a ‘mass exodus’ of white
Zimbabweans have been

described  here as ‘exag-

gérated’ and ‘unfounded’.
The claim has also been
denied by both South Afri-
‘can’ - and - Zimbabwean
authorities. =~~~ -
. The president of : the
Tracsvaal Agrieultural
- Union, Mr Nico. Kotze,
said his union would wel-
come Zimbabwean farmers
with opeéen arms and

would : make “every effort

to help them.
- ‘If  they
;oceitpy farms in the depo-
. pulated border areas, we
would double our efforts

to help them get ‘start,e,d,’-

» said Mr Kotzé. .
NOEXODUS |,
Ie emphasised that he

‘was_not aware of a major

éxodus of farmers, though
an inecreasing number had
come to the
.Transvaal .in the:past six
Tnionths.

. This was, in any case,
‘not a goed - time of the’

¥ear to start a new farm-
“ing venture, L .
. A number of young
Bouth  -Africin  farmers
who have receivéd State
subsidies: have settled in
the border grea during the

past 12 months, but  the
situation there is still erit-
especially betiween -

ieal,

Elisras  and = Pontdrift,

;along the Botswana bat-.

. der. : .

"It has been established -
that. the -7 000 -cars repor- .
ted to have crossed from -

. Zimnbabwe - into - South

those . to

Northern .

Africa via Beit' Bridge
during the week re-

- presents a normal flow of

holiday traffic. ,
Zimbabweans ecamped in

- caravan parks said they

were here to find employ-
ment, s :
An increasing number
of ‘holidaymakers’ appar-
ently do not retuxn to
Zimbabwe once they; hive
found jobs here, .- '
A large nimber of for-
mer Zimbabweans have
beep appointed in techni-
cal and agricultural posts

in Lebowa, Venda and
Zanakuly. .
Pietersburg’s. Town

Clerk, Mr Jack Botes,
conceded that many Zim-
babweans had, settled in
the town during the past
vear but said he was not
aware of a sudden new
exodus. . . .

‘Small - industrialists
from Zimbabwe are parti-
oularly welcome hera; be-
cause they are ressurgeful
and progressive,” " he
added. R

HOUSING ., -

This view was echosd By

- other town clerks. -

But Pietersburg, Louis

. Trichardt anq Tzaneen ave

facing an lnprecedented
housing shortage.

The influx of Zimbah
weans is seen as dne of

- several factors which have

caused the crisis. !

A shortage of hricks,
builders’ preoceupation
with industrial and busi-
nesz- construction and the
Tesettlement of white gnv-
ernmment employaes from
the homelands, have also
complicated the situation,

A large get-topether of

- former Zimbabwesns, or.
* ganised by the Rhedesia

Cluh in Pietersburg, is to
be held early in the new

- year and should give a

clé‘:@r indication of the

- -extent of racent immigra-
, tiom, ~ =

A’ similar gathering: .12
months ago Was attended
by 138 peaple,
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* First train the Far

e ‘ . ]
THIS newspaper has frequently ers should be allowdd
pointed to the illogicality of transfer- they and the black g
ring rich arabje land from Productive - wigh .
fo unproduetive hands simply to sat- - However this does pot solve the
- i8fy the ideological needs of home- problem of what happens if the
- lands consolidation. To that extent, - whiteg choose to gel) up and leave.-
therefore, we fully agree with the - Because in the Past so little has heen
views of the NRp leader, Mr Vause done in the Way of agriculturs] train- -
Raw, that productive agricultural - ing and development jn the home-
land should he used for producing lands, thege regions are Notably jil-
food and Dot as a pawn in political - equipped to ) any vacuums cayuseg

horse trading, ' by departing white farmers, The

And it seems that the Government, * most likely collsequence of their go-
after ' studying the thoughts of the ing would be the stagnation of vajy..
Van der ‘Wa)t Commission, hag - able Productive goft, -

Tecognised at lagt the folly of trans. Already significant areas of lang
ferring land apg People without'  are ying idle, and p ’

posals, with adjustments where hec-- state of uncertainty, .
essary, they should pe implementeq Before the Government goes ahead
in a way that ensyreg that trans- with Spending milliong of rands on :
ferred land jg used broductively and- more land for consolidation it shoyjq--
€conomically, ask itself whether pregent farming

. There are po absolute guidelineg Infrastructures in the homelands are
on how this shoyld he achieved, but competent to cope with new acquisi-
the Government pyg stated that tions. For What is apparent to a1 5 g
where the transfer of agricultural that many more black farmers neeq. |
land can add to (pe economic devel-  to be traineg to cultivate and ;
opment of a black State, white farm-  the land they already possess,

 ——
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By Hannes Fergusson
Farming Correspondent .

Fertiliser prices for 1981 as

" pazetted today are up by
an average of more than
10 percent, and by as
much as 20 percent in
one case.

For the crops planted in
1981 this will mean an
increase of about three
percent in the cost m
producing food.

This will push” up retail
food prices by about two
percent, hecause retail
prices include handling
and
charges.

Cost and price calculations
by the Board of Trade
and Industries have dif-

fered considerabiy from -

last year’s practice.
Potassium prices have in-
creased by as much as 20
percent, nitrogen fer-
tiliser by 15 percent.

distribution.

TBw

Phosphates have actually
come down by five per-
cent because of im-
Proved calculations.

OVERHEADS

Overheads that were
previously charged to
phosphate production
have now been charged
to potassium and
nitrogen.

The average price of fer-
tiliser has in this way
increased by about 10
percent.

The latest fertitiser price
increase comes on Lop
of food price increases
which so far this year
have amounted to 2
percent. :

Last summer fertiliser
prices were increased
by 17 percent and this
provided an important
factor in this year's
massive food price in-
crease.




Prohibited S . .

¥tual ‘nationalisation’ of -be allowed — would have to

. be passed by the commission,
’ The plans and even eclour of
the completed building would
have to have offieial sanction,
he said. -

The on_w.mnmmm to escape
take-over would be exis(ing
hotels and the site of the

the area go through next month.

!mn ari _ .
ngqmﬂ.ﬁ&ﬂﬁm Bureau ] In addition sub-division of
PROPERTY owners in the Diakensberg fand ould be prohibited and "I .-
Frrm itture YHANES — on rarg.
Wnn:n to lose _mnmm worth millions of rands sites where %EEE would ~
if plans for ths vi \

ory and Dragon Peaks, which will be virtually f [ Drakensberg Boys Choie

Mwomm% by proposed leglislation for introduc. ,a_saw e

i i 3 " The hotels and Mr ungay's
on by the Town and mmmsua Planning Com _, caravan park would, hos

. mission, not e able to expand their fa-

o e PR , ilities any furt
Under the plan farmers could find large tracts mm“.mwwwmwwmmmﬂm_%ﬁcwﬂ

ommﬂm#_msawm_.mmuoamn ‘special conservation® - be conducted in a special de- .
and totally unusable, . . S Y marcated area near the Ei
’ , Mirador Hotel,

- Mt Tungay said virtually
nothing was known about the
plan for the take-over ‘under

“p @1 the guise of conservation’ un-
. B il two days ago. -

‘Property values are going
t be totally destroyed and:
owners will be reduced to be-
ing - bywoners on their own
properiy,” he said. .
: he Zmaititonate “The, Province wanis to

“piiblic paths throdgh itHair. . turn the area into a conserva-

; . o1 land. Failure to maintain tion mm_,w al no expense to g
E : them would mean liability to , itsell. o :
] "4 | ‘pay for ihe work done by the A spokesman® for the com.
~NPA. : missien could pot be con-

In terms of the proposed. . tacted last night.
~flegislafion Toads—codidibar T i
closed by the ‘commission
~whenever they felt it neces-
sary and business owners
finding themselves n areas

Trout streams in these -
dreas would be totally closgg .-
to the public who would be re. PR
stricted to ‘contour . paths®

‘through demarcated areas, -

- “However,

Mercury Reporter
which had been voned for con. MR DERING Stainbank,

servation would lose their in. = MEC for the Parks Board,

vestments if they ever confirmed that plans for tite

- decided to move out as the Drakensberg catchment area

businesses would have to had been drawn up and the

close. conditions had been lald down i )

iy Ao, Mr Russentler consuliation 1y tie (F
Tungay, director of a com- ; partment 1§
R of Forestry and the Town and [E
pany which has shop, cara- Regional Plannipg
van park and a dairy farm at Commission ng
4 Dragon Peaks, “$zid hig fa- ’
ther's farm would have g tg- ‘Some of the guidelines Laid |E
tal of 202ha ‘sterilised’ by the .- down were rather harsh, he |E
law which would allow 40,4ha said. 'But they have been |k
for limited agriculture, © drawn up with the intention of
. T -::!Jim guarding the environment’

He was not able to Con-

ment furlher he said.

| S
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GENERAL NEWS. | ' |
Province

resorts

Own Correspondent
DIRBAN. — Property owners
in the Drakensberg have been
rocked by . plans which could
mean the virtual “nationalisa-
tion” of land worth millions of
rangs. _

- &t stake is the central Dra-
kensherg, covering an area of
about 161 500ha and including
popular holiday resorts such as
Champagne .Castle, Cathkin
Peak, El Mirador, Mount Mem-
ory and Dragon Peaks.

The area will be affected un-
der ‘legislation in the pipeline
for "introduction by the Town
and Regional Planning -Com-
mission next year,

Under the proposed laws,
farmers could find large tracts
of-their land being zoned for
‘special conservation” and
unusable for farming oper-

ations. Even grazing would be -

prohibited on affected

properties. . "

Trout streams in these areas
will be closed to- the public,
who will be restricted to taking
‘‘contouripaths' through
derarcated; areas.

Property owners - and resi-
dents in one:of the most beauti-
ful-ateas of Natal will be most
affected; - ’ .

Farmers will be responsible -

forithe maintenance of public
paths through their land and —
if they fail to do so — will have
to ‘pay for work done by the
Nagtal Provinecial
Administration. | _
Iii" terms of the proposed leg-
islation, the planning commis-
sioi” may close roads where
théir; feel it is necessary, and
busifess owners finding them-
selves on areas zoned for con-
sérvation would lose out if they

.ever:devided o ‘move, .as ‘the:
busitiesses would - have to ‘clogés

&n ipate Mr Russeil Tungay;
director of a company which
has.a shop, caravan park and a
dairy farm- at Dragon Peaks,
said the proposed law would
“sterilise’’ about 200ha of his
father’sF farm, allowing only

“about 40,5ha for limited

agriculture,

Sub-division of the land
would be prohibited and plans
for future buildings — on rare
sites where buildings would be
allowed — would have to be
approved by the commission. -

Even the colour.of the com-
pleted building would have to
have official sanction, he said.
The plans seek to rule out
white as a colour for buildings
and existing buildings will have
to conform to the commission’s
colour specifications when next
they are repainted,

Unscathed by the planned
laws would be existing hotels
and the site of the Drakensherg
Boys' Choir School.

The hotels and Mr Tungay’s
caravan park will, however, not
be able to expand their facili-
ties any further and any new
businesses will have to be con-
ducted in a special demarcated
area near the E! Mirador
Hotel.

Mr Tungay claimed: “Pro-
perty values are going to be
totally destroyed and  owners
will be reduced to being-
‘bywoners’ on their own|
property,

““The Province wants to turn
the area into a conservaticn
park at no expense to itself,”

Many permanent residents in
the area were away on holiday
and could not be reached for
comment. :

AMr Dering Stainbank, MEC
for the Natal Parks Board, con-
firmed that plans for the Dra-
kensberg catchment area had
been drawn up and the condi-
tions laid down after consulta-
tion between the Parks Board,
the. Department of Forestry
and the Town .and Regional,|
‘Planning Gommission... ..

“Some of the guidelines laid
down were rather harsh,” he

. said. “‘But they have bheen

drawn up with the intention of
guarding the environment.”’

He was unable to comment
further, he said.

L
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The big Berg plan

il {1 MIRADOR
i

Chalet Scheme

’////WWI/ . ongef TR
/////////y//f/-’ .é.f’{{yé%

>

Dragon Peaks
Caravan Parf

THE Cathkin Park area, -where a proposed plaaning
scheme to control land usage and the number of build-
ings has led to an outcry from some farmers but sup-
port from at least five smatler landowners. The dark
grey area shows land which is proposed to be zoned
Special Conservation Une and Two. No buildings will be
allowsd in Zone One, which consists mainly of steep,
unstable slopes and river courses, No development will
be allowed in Zone Two, although the public will be
permitted to use trails and picnic areas. The only pro-
perty owners who fall within these two zones entirely
are those within the dotted line at the bottom of the
map. Owners already know that the land there will be
‘axpropriated by the Department of Forestry soon. The
light grey area depicts the mooted Conservation Zone.
Only one ‘country residence’ may be built on each plot
in this. Farming is not acceptable. Also shown is the
chalet scheme which sparked off the decision to draw
up the scheme. i

oW TN LD, .



Political Reporter

PEOPLE genuinely in-
terested in conserving
- the character of the
Drakensherg would not
judge as harsh a draft
- planning scheme for the
- Cathkin Park area, Mr
Ernest Froud, Natal's
" 'prineipal town planner
who supervised the
planning team, said
yesterday.,

The scheme, now open
for inspection at Cathkin
Park and in Pietermaritz-

- burg, suggests controls
aimed at preserving the
character of the
Sterkspruit Valley, which

- included the Champagne
“Castle, Cathkin Peak, E]
‘Mzrador Mount Memory
Land, Dragon Peaks areas.
. The Drakensberg Boys
. Choir School was also in
“‘the valley, - «

. -1 don’t see how these

;.:regulations can be consid-

ered harsh because they
“are exactly the conditions

<.which will protect what -

“iwe. think this sort of beo-
ple-value in the Berg.’

. The proposals centred on
the zoning of the 3800ha area
nto seven zonés, with varying
éstrictions placed on the
rection of buildings: and the
se. of land in each zone.

Is removed some rights
hich Iandowners now en-
oyed. The right to breed and
raze amimals on certain
arts would be removed and a

Mr Froud said the propos- -

plet owner . would not be_

permitted to build on certain
parts of his land: In some
cases, a landowner could ap-
ply .for -special consent to

build or graze animais in cer-

tain areas.

.Clauses in the planning
scheme .could be changed
after representations and
objections.

The scheme éIauses related'_

to the reservation of land for
certain purposes, the pre-
scription of building lines and

_sidespace’ on plots, - building

restrictions and the use of
land — which pertamed to the

zoning of property — and

floor area ratio and lot con-
trol. The proposed zone areas
and uses were:

The river reserve, which
was - defined by the 20-year
floodline along the banks of
main river courses, and a

10m wide strip on either side-
The public -
could~only enter this. zone
- along demarcated footpaths.

.The aim. was to protect indig-

of all streams.

enous . flora "and fauna, -the
sources and rescources of

water supphes and to prevent

soil erosion.

All works were prohllnted
including - the removal of
stone for building purposes,

unless special consent had

been given,
Mr Froud said it was not
the intention to déprive pri-

. vate owners of their fishing

rights. In most cases, trout
fishing -on private property
wds controlled by the owner.
*The Limited Agriculture
One zone was one in which
buildings could be used for

- farming, living or for amenity
purposes. The land could.be

used for limifed agriculture
— excluding intensive farm-
ing such as poultry and pig
farming, but including breed-

ing and grazing animals; ru-

ral residential land — on

which a ‘couniry residence’ :
could be built as long as the

M 3®lsz[§a

‘quality of the envxronment is .
._protected’; and special con- -
_servation — which inciuded
areas from which the- pubhc -

would be excluded exeept on
demarcated footpaths and

pienic areas. No indigenous -

vegetation .or matural mate-

rial could be removed. By .
special consent, -educational -
:buildings and hostels could be,.
;,;bullt .
Gn land zoned Lumted Ag—

riculture Two, speclal consent
would be .needed-to set up
camping grounds, caravan

parks, holiday unit develop-

ments or -hotels.- Places of

-public amusement could be
" Included: It would also be pos-

sible to make application for

the use by special consent of .
iand in the. zone for private.
" 'servation Two had provision
for amenity land, on which'
the public would be permitted

recreation. Agricultural and

 .amenity buildings and _living
- quarters were generally ac-

ceptable. The land in this
zone was restricted {o limited
ag_ricul'ture' and rural
residential.

One dwellmg could be

erected onfland zoned-Conser- -
. vatiom, “with - an agricuitural
“building needing special con-
o sent.- The land could be used
‘for amenities, rural residen-

tial and special conservation,

with * limited agriculture

perrhitted by special consent.

permitted on land zoned

Special Conservation One,
while Iand zoned Special Con-

for ‘passive recreation’. *

Other” zones included the -

hotel zone - there were three
hotels in the'vailey — -the

~earavan park_ zone, and the
. educatlon ZOTeE, : -
There could’ be no further

s_ub—dnrlsmns in Conservation
zones and only -one house

. ‘could be built on each plot.
Parking, landscaping, mainte- .

nance and a limitation to 5 ha_

were additional controls pro- -

jposed for Hotel zones.

Mrs Val 'Sgeai'man,-- a town
planner  closely involved in
drawing up the proposed

- scheme, said the external ap- |
-pearance of buildings in ihe

area was confrolled more rig-

“idly than ‘in other local au-'

thority areas.

For example, it was feit
that buildings should not be
white,. nor should they be on

" the skvlme Certalh éolours

were prescribed.

_Plots could not be-sub-di-
vided " below 20ha, but this
limitation could be reviewed
after a period. No-gne would

_be prevented from building a

house-on his plot because of

. contained :
and in many cases the ground = |

Special conservation: areas
included those which
indigenous forest:

was so steep that it was sub- -
ject to land shdes. T
The proposal to protect

" waterways by suggesting

farmers pump water to points
away from sensitive. rivers
and- streams to prevent ero-
sion’ by “cattls wolild probably
have to he changed following -
objections from farmers. :
‘Most’ people who-live hefe -

do nothing to change the habi: -~

tat, not even gardening. They
just enjoy the Berg as it is.
And that is what we want to
proteet.’

- No buildings -would be

o

* the proposed zonings,

I

¥



NMC

“§plit’ down the i

- of . Conservation

' aréa shouldn’t be cultivating

‘mendously widespread.

. dealings with the Townm.:

“that “they are all men with a_lot of,

 Park ‘area

dle over -ilie-sclreme
proposed by the Natal Town and Regionial
Planning Comumission, noted _conserr.,
vationist and Wildlife: Society Diréctoi=
‘Keith Cooper ; claimedig
this week that several farmeys are culti-_
vating land there illegally. - 'y= gy
‘Mr ‘Coopet “safdt "he  welcomed all P
moves to conserve the character of thesy
Drakensberg and was. slre - landownersf?;
wonid not be-adversely affected. y )

"“But a lot of people farming

because of the provisions of the Soil_s%%
Conservation Act. )

Great tragedy |

aContraventions of this Act are tre-cd
; 1t's one. of the?a
great tragedies of this country that soly .
many. farmers are cultivating land which,;j i
should not be cultivated. g % ‘

«But, and the Department of Agrive®
culture will agree, it is: very difficult tof.
get a conviction under the Soil snserva-if
tion Aect so farmeis carry on with im#
punity,” he said. o 3

Mr Cooper said he had hajg manyyt

d Regiona

'

Planning Commission and had found?, ..

senise who don’t come out with proposaldyy
that don’t have a lot of thought. behi‘ri;g p
them”. . s e

Dr Nolly Zaloumis, vice-presidanﬁ@-i
of the Wildlife Society, Said lie had nofyy
gtudied the propesals yet but supporteds

them in prineiple. - -/ = . o
“Any effort to comserve the 'Ba_rgal
must be welcomed. The Drakensberg i85

one of the most unique areas in the?,
world and is identfied as such in world}
conservation strategics,’ he said. 5

Long term-survival .5

T - Zaloumis said  the Town ﬁﬂdﬁ‘,
fregional Planning Commigsion’s polic¥¥s
statement for the Drakensherg in 191&;2‘@?
had heen aimed at ensuring the longz
tefrm survival of the 'Berg for the henefitss
of man. ‘ :

“It is the commission’s responsibilitys )
‘to’ ensure that Natal remains a ple,as'é%i
ant place foy péople to live and thesiz)-
S_'ho_lélg receive. call ~ the support t_hf_e'léxﬁgl‘,
veed | L

in that*&; -
it anyway}% b= |

N3

5
.' %%é I1V1}

- said there wag already “iqg&’{l

- Owners’

~meeting to discuss ihe

Dr Zalouniis agreed wit @@
Mr .Cooper’s StatEmélli%%é!
that large. areas of the),
PDrakensherg:  ‘were beinZ}
illegally cultivated and??

4

credible soil -jerosipn  ands
degradation” in some partsty

of the Upper ‘Berg. ")
- One of |the most lli-*'fé
fluential residents - of ﬂﬁ%é
Catitkin Park area and the¥q
author of a book on thiih
Drakensherg,’ Reg Penfse;;,:&i.
said steps hiad to be taker’g
{0 preserve the *Berg. .. 3J
“My personal point _.o£§ :
view is that by and largesd
the commission’s proposals=y
are fair and must be ta!;ex_fﬁi
to conseyve the area. &
“But T feel a few of thes
proposals n little harsh#
although i oy
study the plang a bit more:4
before 1 can  comment’'f
fully on that” he sald. éé
Pearse’ said théh}
Drakensherg Propert :
Association ~ his.s
applied for an extension og;{
time tor the lodging of obed
jections against the schemej
and would hold a publigs

plans. o
“After that we'll hold %}
general meeting of they’
asseciation to discuss the
whole thing and then <04
back to the commission,’t:
he sald. ¢+ R
. ! 3
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By Kevin Mayhew
FIFTY-TWO farms bought
by the South African Gov-
ernment for incorporation
into Transkei are being
leased out — in some
cases to their previous
OWRers.

The 32000ha of land in-
volved stretches from the
.border ¢f Matatiele to
“'Quacha’s Nek on the Lesotho
"border.. .
fAfter bemg unproductwe
. for-'nearly: four 'years' while -
. the ‘Government: negotiated
- the purchase, the- Jand is now
bemg-' offered -for one-yéar re-
gotiable ledses. e
”'spokesman for the
‘Matatiele - municipality .- said .-
> that “theé. loeal .authority had
“* had-fio-ideaof the ‘move yntil
about six weeks ago.. .

One: farmer;Mr - Andrew .
Joubert, who was_ the last to
“be compensated after:a’pro-
‘longed ‘fight: against the De-
; partmient ‘of. C_o-operation and

hs' grace pe

5
for ‘which he paid ‘a
- cotiple ‘of ‘rands’, - .

ould ‘not e estabhshed
Gtly: what the Fite is but it
‘believed: fo be Substantially
below: the ‘exigting ;lease rate -

" year',-Some’ contracts were up
forrenewal’ for;a" further 12
months ‘this, July.i:

eased ‘at-g-. rate determined
price ‘the: Depavtment

ment had decided to lease the
land because it seemed sense-
less letting it lie unused.
According to Mr Grobelaar,
the leasing of 27 farms was at
present being negotiated.
Only six of the applicants
were white. Three are former

owners of farms in the area.
The land is open for lease
to blacks and whites, There is
at present at least one farm
leased to a black farmer.
The drought which had
plagued the area for a year
was a factor considered hy

land to farme

the Government when the de-
cision to lease the land was
being taken, according to a
reliable spurce.

The land is needed urgently
to provide grazing for cattle
as grazing has deteriorated
because of the drought.

‘It seems the ‘land is in 1

t,said: that he -

iqu tt_) vacate;the'farm after T

for. the areg:of: between Ri.to

Gr _elaar. the- Iand has_been
eased out:since July last |

He 'said’ tnat the lahd was

Co-%perat:on‘and Develop— :
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'Farmmg pro du(, ion
must (louble

Pretoria Bureau.
SOUTH African farmers will
have to double their production
‘by the year 2 (000 to meet the
increase in population, Mr N J
Robbertse of the Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries
said in Pretoria yesterday. .

This challenge will have to
be met by both the farmer and
.the management of extension
and information services in the
agricultural sector, Mr Rob-
bertse said.

Speaking at the Agncultural
Outlook Conference 1981, Mr

Robhertse said, howaver, that

agricultural- resources in -the
i Republic were limited and

prone to erosion, This was a

grave limiting factor.

Better production from a giv-
en area of land would depend
on a more intensive use of
limited agricultural resources..

“Optimal land-use and a dy-
namic agricaltural industry
will pave the way for full eco-~
nomic development of- other
sectors,” he said.

“This will result in maxi-
mum wealth for all populatmn
groups.

“Only 15,4% (15,4-million ha)
of South Africa’s surface is
arable,” Mr Robbertse said. It
has been accepted that at least
0,4ha. arable land was neces-
sary for the nutritional needs of
one person, he said.

With the expected doublmg of

“the popnlatlon by the year 2000

FE

only 0,32ha of arable land per’

person will be available.:i

Mr Robbertse said today’s
situation in the extension field
was -characterised by a multi-
tude of information services.
This had resulted in a keen
demand for graduates and tech-
nicians trained in agrichlture,
he said.

More formal and in-service
training in extension methods
for extension personnel was
needed as were competitive

salaries and job enrichment, he_

said.

Mr Robbertse also appealed
to management of extension
and information services to for:
mulate an operational frame-
work within which each service
could operate in a well co-
ordinated and 1ntegrated
manner.

“This should ensure an up-to-
date information link hetween
research and change agents
and would diagnose enterprise
problems in the field as a feed-
back service to the research
worker,”’ he said.

Dr A J Pienaar, also of the
Departrent of Agriculture and
Fisheries, said higher food pro-
duction in South Africa would
come -in the short term — the
next five years — mainly from
existing knowledge and technol-
ogy supported by research.

In the longer term, however,
the couniry was almost botally
dependent_on research and

000

technology which would have to
be aimed at raising food
production.

Plant breeding and the appli-
cation of advanced breeding
techniques would also have a
decisive role to play.

Mr D J Marlow, managing
director of Sentrachem, said
‘the South African fertiliser in-
dustry would strive to market
its commodity at the lowest
possible price,

Mr Marlow said this would
be attained by curtailing costs
and implementing modern
manufacturing methods. This
would enable the farmer to
gain the biggest possible profit
from his product, he said.

There were twe solutions for
better fertiliser proﬂts, Mr
Marlow said.

Either the producer must ask
better prices for his product or
he must cut the costs of his
inputs, he said.

Higher prices would cause
problems on the South African

.market and also against the
background of world prices for
the product, Mr Marlow said.
He believed that it was not
possible to lower the unit costs
of production inputs.

““The real obstruction in
South African agriculture is
that methods must ke found to
increase gross profits without
increasing the price of the
product or lowering the unit
co_sés of inputs,”” Mr Marlow
sa1d.

RS




To explore and develop
its natural resources to ifs
© max imum capacity ... that
is the aim and objective of
the Ciskei Government,
which can be clearly seen
in the schemes already in
operation.

The Keiskamma and
Tefu irrigation schemes
bear witness of the
success achieved to date
and with it the Ciskei
Livestock Marketing
Board (CLB), an opera-
tion of which little has
been heard since its es
tablishment in April 1878.

The scheme is & joint
venture of the Ciskei
Marketing Board and the
Cape Eastern Meat Co-op.

The aim of the venture
was to pormalise and con-
trol the livestock industry
in Ciskei, the head of the
department, Mr James
Hundleby, said.

The scheme has a three-

- fold purpose: '
1. The escalation of
“trading operations,

2. The introduction of a
fattening and marketing
system in different
centres of Ciskei and in
which the farmer remains
the owner of his eattle yn-
til they are sold;

3. The expansion and
development of breeding
centres. The main object
here is to ensure a con-
tinuous sugply of male
and female breeding stock
to Ciskei farmers. During
the three years since ifs
establishment the CLB
has built up a breeding
herd of superior tﬁxality
from which stock will soon
become available to
fafiners.

Mr Hundieby (left), Mr Bﬁan Price; stud stock linlson officer of Viejssentraal, and

Mr Patrick Hobhbs, marketifig officer and manager of a section of farius in the Peddie

area, with animals from which breeding stock were selected.

stock a}ty o

Until recently the CLB
has been mostly conicern-
ed with the marketing of
cattle — sales which are
held for the benefit of

“The success of our un-
dertakings, naturally, will
be determined by the
willingness of the farmers
to make full use of the op-
portunities the schemes
offer,” Mr Hundleby said.

“After a slow start, I am
happy to say, more
farmers have come to
realise that our only aim is
to help them.” .

farmers and which are’

conducted weekly at 20
different sales points
throughout Ciskei. Before

each sale the cattle are

weighed and graded
before they are sold.
Proof of the success

already achieved by the |

CLB is borne out by the
number of quality stock
offered at these sales. At a
sale held at Peddie last
week the buyers remark-
ed on the exceptionally
good condition of the
animals in spite of the
drought.

“The more cattle we can
market on behalf of the
fermers will mean more
money in their pockets. It
will also result in less
pressure being placed on
Ciskei’s natural respurces
and will encourage
farmers to breed quality
animals for their replace-
ment stock,

“When the drought was
at its height in August last
year, an emergency stock
buymﬁ campaign was
launched to prevent

_ farmers from sufferin

severe 'losses throug
death.

“*8tock which would

. have died were bought by

five buyers at prices
which satisfied their
owners. During that time,
and to save breeding
stock, farmers were
assisted by a famine and
drought relief committee

in the Eurchase of fodder|
S,

and lic

“The image of the CLB
has become somthing

worthwhile and in itsi|

acceptance is causing
Ciskei farmers te adopt
improved breeding
methods.” . l

———



— RO 23[90

“Let black

! . L ]
benefite™
i ~ Pretoria Burea/

BLACKS should share i the
fruits of agricultural develop-
ment in South Africa, Mr J le
Riche, of the Federale Volkshe-
leggings Beperk, said at an ag-
ricultural conference in Pretor-
ia vesterday, ‘

He said there was a unique
sitnation - in South Africa be-
cause one group of the popula-
tion —the whites — were al-
ready- developed,. while the
plack farmeérs were

undeveloped.’ o

““We now have a task to
grant our black farmers an op-
-portunity as soon.as possible t0
enjoy dthe"-ﬁfuitsx, o[;-m;lr agri;:nl-
tural development;’s:he said.
Y3In04 UT 3| "y Le'Richesaid South Afri-
ca’s taskiwas to get white agti-
culture on the Kighest level and
to maintain that level. J
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o By ROB TAYLOR

THE recent widespread rain,
whieh has brought relief to

mers in most parts of the -

country, has renewed optimism
that South Africa will produce
another record crap this year.

% According to a survey made
b the South African Agricul
tural Union (SAAU),.good rains
Have fallen over most of the
gountry during the past few
days and the agricultural pros-
pecis for the coming year are
“generally very good’’.

““The good rains received in
fost parts of the country dur-
ing the past few days intensify
the hope that we will produce
another record €rop this year,”
Mr Chris Cilliers, director: of
the South African Agricultural
Union, said in Pretoria

esterday
w There was also mcreased op-
mism that South Africa would
also have a record maize erop,
He said.
r However, Mt Clillers ex-
pressed his concern about the
drought conditions in the north-
€rn regions of the Cape over
the past four years — regions
iow declared pasture distress
areas.

- ¥ oIn parts of ‘the northern
@ape, particularly the pasture
digtress areas in the ceniral,
gouthern and gouth-western
areas, there is not much

N 1mprovement

» ‘‘These areas are experienc-
l,ng the most serious drought in
many years. If no additional

- w me——— ¥ W,

Some of Q}e
good’ ral S
are welcome

rain. is recewed the veld will

deteriorate even further,” he

said. ‘
Mr P C du Plooy, secretary

for the Transvaal Agricultural

Union, gaid yesterday no areas
in the Transvaal had been

-drought stricken but had rather

experienced “very dry
conditions™.

He said farmers in the
Bethal and Standerton area had
received good rains over the
lagt few days.

In the Western Transvaal
where conditions over the last

few months have been dry, re-

ports of good rains had also

been received, he said.
Farmers in the Bloemhof

area received as much as

100mm of rain over the

weekend,

More thanr 300mm of rain has
been reported in the Dendron
area gince Friday.

A spokesman for the Pretor-
ia Weather Bureau said further
showers could be expected in
the northern and north-eastern
parts of the Transvaal today.

He said wet conditions also
favoured the dry areas in the

_western Transvaal.

According to the SAAU the
Lowveld area generally re-
ceived little rain at the week-
end, but good rains were re-
ceived recently and maize
crops at Lydenburg and Bad-
plaas are expected fo be good.

The highest rainfall figure
over the past 75 years —
206mm — was recorded in the

Nelsprult area.

There is a possibility that the
tobacco crop will be lower than
last year because of too much
rain in the planting stage.

In the Eastern Cape, good
rains were received in the
coastal areas from Storms Riv-
er to Grahamstown, averaging
between 75mm to 125rmm.

In the Northern Cape good
rains were received, particular-
ly in the northern area, but the
general condition was stiil rath-
er poor in the rest of the area.

In the Western Cape, very
good rains have fallen over al-
most the whole area, except in
Namaqualand where drought
conditions still prevail.

Up to 1750mm was mea-
sured at some places. The rain
was accompanied by sirong
winds and cloud bursts which
caused damage to fruit and
grape crops.

Scattered rain fell over most
of Natal and crops are expect-
ed to be the same as last year.

Mr P J van Rooy, head sec-
retary of the Free State Agri-
cultural Union, said that
drenching - rains had fallen in
the Free State since Friday
with about 130mm being re-
corded in some areas.
® A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Water Affairs said it
was not possible to give accu-
rate figures of dam levels be-

cause his department released |

figures every Wednesday and :

the recent rains had only oc-
curred later in the week,

*sesInod xolow prg pup puz ‘i1sy
pajeTdwod ATTI010D4ST]DS
SDY OyM 3U2pN3s D IO

8ZTIJ [9ADI) I18UPID) UaTeH

Aepyoung 4 d
IDIA 4IXTG

~: UT juspnis 1S2q 9y} I04

OZTI]

, $10931TYday Jo

91N}T}SUT TRTOUTAOI4 2dp)

FINLIILIHOYY

FANLOILTHONY ® 1¥V 3INIA



! P
AGROCON 1981( 5

| Bullish for f ﬁlmﬁng

The rcpresgrmqtivii&g o %g agricuitural
control boards combined last week to
disprove the myth thal farmers are all
pessimists. They were assembled in Pre-
toria for the now annual “Agrocon” con-
gress (o discuss prospects for the year
ahead.

With the minor exception of the Karakul
Board, which has seen prices plummet
during the past 12 months {rom R17.72:/ kg
to R11,56/kg. nearlv all the commodity
spokesmen expressed optimism. Reflect-
ing the euphoric mood in the economy a5 a
whole, the few who couid nnt he buliigh in
their volume projeciions delighted the
farmers present by cxpressing bullishness
about prices.

Hennie Nel, GM of the Maize Board,
thinks we will have plenty of maize for
export nexl vear and little difficulty in
remaining seif-sufticient for fhe rest of
the century, With world stocks of coarse
grain dwindling he s alsn hopeful that
expori prices will improve.

Jan Lombhard, his counterpart at the
Meat Board, foresees consumer demand
for red meat increasing by 184 in 1981 hut
reckons that we have already had the bulk
of the inevilahle price adjusiments. lle
sees prices stahilising al close to 1080
vear-end levels, adding only thal “there
could he a further moderate increase if
the same percentage of disposable income
is spent on red meat as in 19807

Dairy Board GM, Eddie Roux, expects
hoth fresh milik and cheese consumpiion to
get a three-pronged hoost from a rising
poputation, higher familv ecarmngs and a
gwing from powdered, canned and con-
densed production. That swing will he
accelerated as and when urhan tnwnships
are provided with fthe electricity neederd
for home refrigerators.

To satistv this demand many farmers
will be able to switch from cream and
industrial milk production to meet the
more exacting requirements ol the fresh
market,

The higher prices, for which they will
thereby qualify, should then result in high-
er yields per cow. )

Fven the Kgg Board has good news.
Deputy GM  Dawie (GGouws was able fo
report that the chronie surpluses. swhich
have hugged that industry for the last two
years, have now disappeared and that
supply and demand are in healthy balance.
Housewives are {earning fast ta sihstitufe
cheap epgs for expensive red meat and

R E

with the help of a “vigorous promotion
campaign which is being planned at pre-
sent,” demand could steam shead hy as
much as 1% a year. '
Total mational ege consumption should

“easty doubie before the end of the decpade,

But, amee the industey: has vortually no
lomg-teenmy hmuits o capaeity, 0 shonld
experience no diffteulty in vesponding to
the opportunity,

In spite at a tougher cconomie clirpate
and more discrimination on the part of
overseas buyers, the export commadity
hoards were surnrisingly  contident toe,
Joe Strvdom:, for the Wool RBoard. spoke of
“decidedly favourable prospects,” Gver
the next vear the TWS expects wool prices
to improve by about 5% in real terms,
Looking tarther ahead it predicts an even
hrighter futnre with an upswing in the
warld economy and the disappearance of
the ecurrent over-supply ol svnthetie
fibres.

David Uys of the Mohair Board was
likewise confident after a nasty hiccongh
last summer, the mohair market ended |
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the vear on a strong note which shonld he i
erhoed or amplified in 1961, ;
Wit the dreught behind him and the |

world supar price ont of the doldrums, |
DPeter Sale of the Sngar Association. sant .
that the autlook for the sugar indnstry is

much better today than it was this time
lastl voar.

Iruit. exporters have bheen hattling to

haid their own against enormnas inereases
in transport and packing costs. fSeen so
“optimism is high' at the Citrus Fx-
change, whore a particolariy bright future
is forecast ifor lemens, late navels and
easy-peelers,

Cheis von Wielliph of the Deciduons
Frnit Poard admitted that eompetilion
was hecoming severe for lis products in
Europe bat he claims {hat the good repu-
tation nf the ““Cape™ label wili continue to
ensure a premium price for our apples
and pears, Since we dominate the north-
ern winter market for table grapes, the

market for them would appear to he
reasonahly secure as well. Meanwhile Von -

Wielligh savs that there is enormous scope
for expansion in the loeal market as in-
creasingly atthient

[EEDEE———

urban blacks learn to

3

add fresh fruit to their traditional diet.

RBut a sceptic in the audience couldn’t
hetp wondering how much of this opli-
mism was misplaced. On the first morn-
ing of the conpress Jim Howard, the {18
Aprienltural aftache 1 Pretoria, had
perinted 0 bieak picture for the world at
targe with tood stocks approaching o re-
cord low ess than 11% of annual con-
sumptinn), a lagging rate of popnlation
growth and sovere cash flow problems in
thoze parts of the world which would like
{o tmiport.

Immnediately hefore {oward, Jaep de
Loor, of the Department of Finance, had
pointed out that intlation was now the
higgest problem facing our own ecanomy
- aid that foed prices had heen the chief
cidprits for our record rafe of jncrease in
the OPT fast veac. Both of them hinted
oblvpuely that SA Tarmers might he in
danger of pricing themeelves oot of export
and domestic markets,



“exieni - of

AN agriculiural flood dis-

- aster committee has Teen

established to  assess the
the damage
caused by floods in the
‘Western Cape last weel,

Serving on the co-ordin-
ating committee are Dr
Jozua Serfontein, director
of the Winter Rainfall
Region of the Department
of Agriculture and Fisher-
ies, Dr Johan Burger, of
the Oenological and Viti-
cultural Research Insti-
tute, Dr Piet Marais of the
Fruit and Frait Tech-
nologv Research Institute,
and Dr Gert Bosch of the
‘Waestern Cape Agricultural
Union.

A2 L)
Survey of farm

Dr Serfontein said the
committee found damage
to farms had been exten-
sive in areas hit by recent
floods but there was no
cauge for panic because
the Government and pri-
vate sector were doing all
in their power to speed up
the restoration pro-
gramme.

Studies done by exten-
sion officers of the various
research institutes repor-
ted that the areas worst
hit bordered rivers such
as the Hex, Doring,
Dasbos. Nuy, Vink,
Kejsies, Baden, Kogmans-
kloof, parts of the Bree,
Leeuw, Gamka, Dwyka,
Buffels, Groot, Touws,

i image =

Huis, Gourlts and the Buj
feljachts.

Rough estimates showed
that about 1 200 farms had
been considerably
damaged and it was deci-
ded by the committee to
establish an interviewing
schedule {o determine the
exact Jlosses suffered by
farmers in fhe areas.

About 80 offjcials of the
Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries and the
Department of Water
Affairs, TForestry and
Environmental Conserva-
tion had already started
with surveys and a com-
plete report on the dam-
age was expected to bhe
released on February 16.

Flood smashed 44 km of line

From a Staff Reperter

LAINGSBURG. — About
one third of the 144 km
ratlway between Touws
River and Ladismith has
been destroved, according
to" senior railway officials
who flew along the Touws
River.in a SAATF helicop-
ter yesterday.

Press reporters omn
board were the first to see
the devastation in the fer-
tile valley. For more: than
40 km the rail line has
either disappeared or lies
mangled in the wide river
bed.

Mr W ¥ VEI Aswaen
Railway Supermtendent
(Opelatmns) in Cap
Town, sgid after the fljght

. it might not be viable to

rebuild the railway.
It carried only three

- trains a week and as socon

as more detailed inspec-
tions had been hLeld it
would be decided whether
the train service would be
replaced by a bus service.

Mr. Arthur Hoal, a civil
engineer accompanying Mr
van Aswegen, said it
would cost millions and
fake years to renair the
line.

*The damage is a great
deal worse than 1T
thought,” ¥Mr Hoal said.

At Bloutoring station,
near Mr W A Joubert's
farm, Labora, a concrete
and steel bridge — one of
many -— has been washed
away.

Concrete  stays, rein-
forced by 25 cm steel bolis,

R100 000 from PO staff|

POST and telecommumca-
tions staff throughout
South Africa have coniri-
buted more than R100 000
to the central fund for the
recent flood disaster, the
Postmaster General, Mr
Henry Bester, said today.
He said the amount
might eventually be even

have been snapped off,
and the threse-
bridge spans torn away.

One of the spans .les

100 m away:; another one
-390 m away; the third has :

not been found.

For more than one kilo-
metre rail lies torn and
twisted.

My Joubert has lost
more than 20 morgen of

‘agricultyral land, and the

valley in f{front of his
house — once fertile and
treellined — is now a
barren, rocky waste.

higher as contributions
from staff in remote posts
and ofther departmental

offices must still be re-
ceived.

The money would he

Cpaid in a lump sum into

the flood disaster fund, Mr
Bester said.
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tong now, farmers of this
1and have heel called
upon to give up land inthe
national interest, Mr john
matthewsofthe wost Lape
Agricultural yYnion told
the Van der Walt ammis-
sign here yesterday when
it sat to hear evidente on
its propesals to incor:

norate 85 000 neetaras of .

tand in the pariastad and
Catheart districis into
iiskel,

“n esch coeasiod in
1956, 1971 and 1375 more

wmnere
an

more agri:u!mral

has neen atnied ho
make homelands viable,
nut land atong does not
make viability

“iohs are dznpzrately
reeded and it 15 our coi-

gidered oplnict that more
1aad is niot the soiulon.
amut it iz high
aur urben dwellds
ipdusiries ars situated
and jobs avaitable he

P A PR 2 + by
made o cacrifice the

sime that

apbr T

R et

e

wstry and arhanisa-
tior havea pr0v1d3d jobs
for a rapidly growing
mlack nopulation.

o1 ,nrt atgne farpiers can
produce tie £90d o foed ail
our neopld, without the
netp of davelopment cor
poratlidcns and govemment
agencies.”

The

Aor
4 -ck

wast {Cape
sttyral Union have

always maintained that | oo

sna fotrra economic posi-
tion of fnometand citizens
could hest oe ansured in
an incusiTial setiing, Mr
Matthews said.

waritat WwOrTiEs Ine is
t+nat whan it comes to
azprouttural 1and, nobody
anncoarned, but the

oAt
et M

sugnting only starts wien
$5WDS AT ~ancerned.”

wir gustiei noeds more
ad thoy Can ome to the

T
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tying wet f2tm tand i3 not
L¢ha gotution 1o any
probiomss Link a3y arize
frgm 9v2 wdinz, —
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walp them %o find it High
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Horwood Hiaked

for ‘agri-bike’ refusal

Pietermaritzburg Bureau

THE Natal Agricultural
Union has critisised the

. Ministeér of Finance, Mr

., Owen Horwood, for turning

down .requests by farmers
for tax concessions when
they buy fuel-saving
motorcycles.

In an editorial in
Naunlu, the official jour-
nal of the organisation, the
unicn said specially devel-
oped ‘agri-bikes’ had tre-
mendous potential for
slashing transport costs on

the farm,

However, Mr Horwood
had rejected an appeal by
the South African Agricul-
tural Union that the motor-
cycles be deducted in one
year for tax purposes as
was the case with certain
capital implements as they
would he ' conveying peo-
ple and not livestock.

Nauniu said that one
would have hoped that
Pretoria would have been
more accommodating with
encouragement to cost-cut-
ting and efficiency.




‘Hope for
;9 students hit
by floeds

Eduoeation Roparter
THE Universities of Cape
Teevn and Stelierbasch are
;o concerned that siudents ey
Prospecitvs sjudents whn
| suffered financia® loss as a
resilt of 1he yecent floods
may feel their hopes of a
university  education  age
donmed,

The  puhlic  relatinns
officer of UCT. Mr Bob
Steyn,  said: ‘I s mir
poliey  that nobody  wiih
. the ¥izht academic qualifi-
i eations shouid be deprived
Coefa universige education,

"Anv siudent whe needs

2 bursary. scholarship o
" Ioan shonld comtaci Myps J

4ohnston gt GU-453170

At Stelleaboseh existing

funds and furiver ondoy-

ments. oill he used for

loms and  bhrsproe S

“dents showld vantact Vip

Rein Bathg  ar Stellen-

SOME of the smaller farms
in the {looded Karvo have
disappeared entirciy,
Oihers were so severeiy
dawaged hy the floods
vaiild take a Hietime in
2ot them inte full prosdn.-
tion again,

Thiz was said todar Dy
Mr dazp Wilkens, cpair-
man of the Seanth Afriean
Agrienlinral Union, o

o -eperative SNCECTIRS
At ether agrieulfnra?
areanisafions have  been
ashed fo channel confriha.
itons {n the stricken Karon
through the nnion,

The ercatest part o7 'ha
damase In what wos nes-
maiily a farming area wos
borne by the firmers, 3Ir

iyl -
TONE safdl, -

tn the
Agricnltural Union Dicas.
fer Find can he sent in
PO Box 139% Prefgriz
Yorther innvines can ke
elared  from My Inus
vt Maoven, who s o
ordmatng the project. Jlig
telephone namter jg
Pretovia 22.3191,

Thr wnion will be work.
inz cloze!s with the State
m this projert,

Farmers have alen heen

asked fo sfart en Tepnirs
fa their farms. where

Cantribitions

towas planred 15 serik
State hedp thev  shanyld
¥ren a clase roeord  of |

rxnepditore.
699 FARS
The Minister Agrienl-

" hpseh 297 extension 44,

tive, Mr 2 T i [lessie
T 1 i
{

§ o 1t %3l Leon
Lllsiy It ket oa
areand farms the

smthwesterp Cape  eni-

fered lossoe op damage in

i G a E Tast ficairr znd
m@ I %?E% Jg ' feTything  possivle was
: ] teing drma tn speed up

wrsEssment af dapyaoe,

" (72 ] A Department of Heatti
@@% ] il De dJokn Ppeen.
ders. gaid fodav  that

[

water in all e rivers.
: o doms ond fesereaipy ap
ﬁg@@ @E@ : arezs ki by floads chapidg
; 20 pegarded  as poiluted
j and undrinkahie,

SIGMA  Motor Corpora- Na rphaid rerms hag
tion, staff and deaiers been faupd ip FUCEE n
have  coliected K101 422 these  areas b aaner

for (e Karoo Relief Fund. verms had breen feme,

while Harveytile has pro- Water shoald ha bnijpd

mised te give all the roc befare bhring enncumon o
—— tiles needed in rebuilding Tien Adi
s fer cockin:,
the Lapgsburg old aqe
home. RoADS
The  Sigma  roliectisn AL bnt ene af aye
was decided on dunng‘ an damaged  roads n the
econnmic conierence, Sira- : flond.siricken areas  kave
©oleyy B0, in Jobannesoury | fwen repaired  and  re.
+ last week, erened  te o fraffie. Foor

Mr Chris Grifiyth, chaim~ “F ©er heave feaffie sty
2 . } 3 Lot keing allowed pn o

man, cave R20000 from ., ' ;
the corporation and within ‘; ’\1 y r;l] were hadl:
kaif an hour this had been. damaged

pushed 10 R8O 00 by The trad het Ween
dealers and personnel. Prince Albert Rnad and

Prince Albert wil not he
reopened hefore tomor-
raw at the earliest.

Fhis morning the wagd
Detween Tonws River and
L;n'n:s!mrg was closed to
Al araffie excep! official

The next day the figure
1. Teached R101 422,
3! LIONS OFFER

The Hervevtile offer
goes with the Lions Inter-
natinnal offer to rebuiid

ihe lrome. vehieles and people want.
. Mr_A Buckie. manager ing 10 attend the memorial

of  Harvevtile in Cape Servics at Laingsburg,

Town, =aid: 2\s sgop ¢ ' ‘ :

the architects have

worked out the size we

will be able 10 estimale
the value of the materiais,
but it will probably be
between RL000 and [
R5 G600 ‘

The fitm is an operaimg

Money,
materials

S T

imil of Abeircom Africa. i
.
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FACULTY OF ENGINFERING

Corporation Medals

For the best student in each

of the 2nd, 3rd and final years.

Union %@ﬁ,

’QWV
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A SNAP SURVEY by agricultural ex-
tension ofilcers kas disclosed that
about 1050 farmere in the Southern
Cape kave been badly hit by the recent

c.,vx;\“rﬂbcnshe survey of fleed dnr
nge to farms by the end of next wedk

The committes was formed aller ¢
visit lgst week Ly the minister and
deputy minister of agriculiure and fish-
erles to flood-devastated areas.

elp flood farmers

gsalst farmers, both wlih thelr lmmedl-
gte needs und to rc"al. tl:elr farms.

The seeretary of the unlon had ace
compabicd the minlster and deputy
minisier of azrienliure and fiskeries cn
& visit te dcmﬂtmcﬁ arcas where dis-
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floods In the regien.

A gspokeamen for the Western
Provinee Ageiceltural Unlen said yee-
terdsy that the {lgure was regehod e
compiiaticn of !1"'“ gy from agricuier
sl extension officers In the !\m‘cc Lit-

tle Xareo and Beland reglens
Mesnwhils, a2 speeinl

formed tc plun end co-ordinate fiocd
relief for farmers exporcts o complete

Rain
hampers
raillways

JOHANNESEURG., — The

7T Sputh African Rallwaye has had
£ to imptement contingency plans
¢ to ferry passengers and cssen-
@tial food supples in the Cape

and Free State, where ficeding
has damaged rafl iinks.

A SAR spokesman gsald yes-
terday that teams of labourers
were still working around the
clock whenever possible, but
repairs were belng bampercd
by continued heavy rain and
difficult access to arens where
the domage bad occurred.

A branch line between Touws
River and Ladismith in the Lit-
tle Karoo, washed away at the
time of the Laingsburg disas-
ter, 15 still not operational, but
passengers and essential sup-
plles. are, bemg transported by

kel id
Blaunfunuin at Marqelll('?;'
wid the ilne became operation-
ul on Mouday nighs.

@ The deputy general man-
ager of Sontam, Mr Audrles de
Swardt, sald ln Cape Town yes-
terday that mony people in
Luingsburg had been hopelesaly
under-lusured and auprepared
for the disasicr.

His comprny has bad gn in-

- gurance - teanr in - Lomgug

since laut Wednesday, and so
far they have puld nut 1850 000
on B0 insursuce clofs.

“They huwe logt o greut
denl,” he said,

o The Industrinl Dovelop-
ment Corporation is forming a
short-list of small business con-
cotns necding asslstuice, The
1D general manager for the
Cape reglon, My I'F Prau,
gmid yesterday that the IDC
was coucentrating on the Mon-
tagu, Hobertgon, and Ashton
areay, ulthough Lalnpsburg -~
whieh had been virtually razed
to the ground — had not heen
excluded,
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LAINGSEURG. — Search and
rescue operations here are be-
ing reduced, and by later today
only one of the 1] helleopiars
involved will remain.

Yesterdav members of the
Cape Peninsula Ambulance Ser-
vice rescue team, Metro, left
for Cape Town and it is under-
stood that many other people
A ved w11 leave soon. . -

"*Jm.{ Botes, .
-~:ouum Africal
Carea, said tha
probabic ¢ sl
would

a8
one Aleutte  helicopter
vema i the arva,

AL the height of the seareh
andd rescue operations o totad of
nine Alouttes, two Super Fres
Loms, o Wasp ad o Fune were
workyg oot the akeshilt
landing ground on tlu Luphy
Liekl here.

“ it way probalile that the
SAAL vperations control-roony,
eatablished iow tent al e side
of the landing ground, would be
dismantled soun, he sald.

Natioual read

Meanwhile, the work on as-
seasing damage aml atlepts
to restore the town to some
gemblanee of normality ave
continuing. Officials from wa-
ter, eiectricity, telephone aud
road depariments kave movel
innto the area in force.

The natignal road between
Cape Town and Johannesbury
which runs threagh the town

The chalrmap ¢f the ¢
the director of the winter ralnfxll azvi-
o J Serfpnsoln, Voork
began on s rr':r‘r.‘“"_"',i ‘¢ osurvey on

the Western
Unlon agsured

ceseiong with
had been held

crmmitire is

{sciuted anlin

The Souln

cotlid

will be closed from toduay,
while permanent repalts are
made to the bridges damaged
by the flood. Only makeshift
repairs were made after the
disaster.

Attempts are being made to
restore the water supply to the
town, but one of the problems
{acmg workers is that many
supply points are still under silt
and m-ght leak u water is

Major Botes
that fhe SAAR™S role e whin
wis happeuing i the fown was
Leing  greally  redueed, They
were no Junger involved o res-
cue and nerey bdssions: their
role wis now otie ol ferrving
officials to inaceesivle spols
ussess (lmru&u L

“Dubtig the fesciie operations
the  Lelicopters, which cawe
from Port klizabeth, Bloenfon-
tein wxl Cape Town, made 1t
wsnally evaceations und recov-
ered 21 bodies,

The helicopters from Port
Llizabeih returned to their
bage Just weelt und on Tuesday
two of the Bloemfontein
Alouettes returned hune.

Major Botes said he could
nut nssess the direet value to
the SAAN of the rescue mis-
sions, but added that cvery
membper, of the crews huad
learned o lot;
had often to fly in turbulent
cunditions.
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Toplcs dlseussed kad included bous-
ing needs, links v
torles ond the

)

ultural

1 gant

fure
feed 1o
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celving vrpent pitontiol,
MArlean
¢ t¢ Uplen appenled to all provisclal

start again

cultural unions, co-operatives and agri-
cultural bodles to chanael flood relief
contributicns through the union, The
president of the unlon, Mr Jaap Wi
kens, said that the gathering of tonds
needed the groatest possikle en-erding-
tion go that they could be used in ik
best possible way.

Agrienltural bedles could
their contributions threegh the vnden by
gerdlng them to PO Bux 1308, Pre-
torin. 9001,

!rqt_lrli:s cenld be mpde by ieleghon-
icg the project coordinator, .'\-Er Tnus
van Booyon, at Pretorin e3-3451

chonnet

U ™
[ T e e e IO
o c o
c >
- T T
-
> 2 .
- v f
- Mo
" c o
Lo
l ﬁ S
- ot
P i £
g © Lo o =
o o
3 ® '—3 - o
= o
- Qe A 8
e 0: AL © .
Y = Od A= e * [ 4]
L 2 o X
c = i w4
o °L g
Tl © E &)
-
«f,
]
b=y
saul vesterday E
€
()




_SUNDAY TRIBUNE, FEBRUARY &, 1981

By CHRIS WHITFIELD

DEVASTATING rains
across the country are
causing havoc in pro-
duce markets — and
persigtent downpours
in the Northern
Transvaal seem cer-
tain to swell already
inflated prices.

Farmers in  t{rouble
stricken areas have been
unable to get to their
lands or to move produce
to markeis and they
predict heavy losses.

Already tomato, onion
and potato prices have
begun to climb as the
main growers -— par-
ticularly in the produce-
rich areas north of
Pretoria — struggle to
save their crops.

lmfAnd agrienltural experts
warn that more rain could
force up citrus and sub-
tropical fruit prices, and
eventually affect the cost
of cotton and meat.

Buyers in Durban report
paying high prices for in-
ferior produce: “Because
we just can't get anything
else,” one gaid.

This week vegetable and
fruit outlets in Durban

reporied inereases of up to
200 percent in fresh pro-
dtice, and warned that
WOTse was 1o come,

“It's going to get worse
before it gets better,” a
Durban retailer told the
Trihune.

Allen Gardiner, regional
director of a leading
supermarket chain,
reported considerable In-
creases in several lines of
iresh produce.

“Potatoes are now sell-
ing at R3,50 to R3,80 per
pocket of first grade — R1
up on the average price
before the rains,” he said.

He said omions (up to
R4 per pocket this wesk)
and cab