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FARMWORKERS whb 'hhve \(\e Y\ >
24 never before had the chante _‘- S“'\ ves
to farm for themselves may
soon be producing export
i apples and pears in the fer-
tile Villiersdorp area of the
‘ Overberg.
= .. , . - T A total of 43 farmworkers
ipfontein, the 250 ha state farm In Viliiersdorp which local farm-. ::&V;lo;‘l:eog J,;'ﬁ',feﬁ‘ t‘:]ﬂ}l:rﬁ
workers plan t0 cultivate fqr a living. R -the Villiersboom 'Farmers' As-
o e w ame scciation and are planning to
" get access to the 250 ha state-
owned farm, Klipfonteln,

This 1s the first state-land
‘transaction in the Western
Cape between the Department

. of Land Affairs and farm- '
workers. !

Nico van Rensburg, the De-

* partment of Land Affairs’ re-
. distributton programme direc-
' tor, met aspirant farmers in
*» November to explain what
% state assistance they could ex- 4
¢ pect. -
" Mr Van Rensburg said there
i was a grant of R15 000 for each
» household, whether they leased
) the Iand or bought it outright.
4 If the farmworkers decided
- to buy the farm, the R15 000 for
+ which each household qualified
f  would have to be used to cover
the costs of purchase as well as -
basle services, .. - ~
If they decided to lease Elip-
fontein, they wounld be able to
use the R15000 for acquiring
the equipment and infrastruc-
ture necessary to make a living
from the farm. [ .
To get the R15 000 grant per
il household, communitles must
A : L ; . have a project proposal,
FREE TIME: Johan Booysen, a member of the Villlersbcom Farmers’ Assbeidtion, Bewill ~ , FOF this, they would get a

lanning grant, which would be
remain a full-time farmworker on Vyeboom while working on Kiipfontein in his free time. ;’ix pe,.%f,ft ;'f‘:h: estimated

. . .y . cost of the project, -
- . af ur The Rural Foundatlon, which
. . S e .ten e’ {ulas I{,een working with At;:: Vlll- '
F . 4 ersboomn Farmers' ocla-
bettel' thhg tion, has applied for a planning

! grant on their behalf.

; Theéir request will now go to
for Workers a l?e;;a{tment of Land Au;tr?:
AN amendment to the Devel- priorities comnt,'i‘ttee,-w“ ic|

opment Facilitation Act ™Meets mon';thly.l; ' dad
will give farmworkers ac- 13’;'1’ Van ni“f urg said 2 de-
cess to a government grant C1S1on was lkely soon. ¥
to improve their living con- = _Tbe department wag.undes-
ditions, as well as secure ' t3kiNE a valuation of the land,
occupational rights on hich would ‘deférimine whatH

bl Hus ;

& : E T

farms, the lease or pur'chase pr'lce

would be,

Th&ﬂ’ﬁ?ﬂ,,ﬂ&}',‘:kge rl::ill.;: Results of the valuation

tribution programme, Nico would help the farmworkers to

van Rensburg, sai'd the know what finances they w;ould

amendment would allow the Egldinb:timﬁf from a finan-

Minister of Land Affairs to Mr Van Rensburg said a

help farmworker house- short-term lease of %he e

holds to get R15 000 each if

there was agreement about cli:-uld range lr:lrln 1 llnonths to

: nine years, while a long-term

tenu}'e between the mk— lease would be nine years and
f;:, arm owner and IS~ Jonger.

If the farmworker left the g ocParcnent of Land Af- |

fairs was not able to specify !
farm, there would be an 6b-  {ow much state land was F&ﬁ;il-
ligation on the farmer t0 able in the Western Cape.
pay out a value equal to Western Cape regional direc-

, - that of home improvements {or Mr Jean IEhlers said his de-
: e the farmworker had made. pariment was prepaﬂug
MANAGER: Andries Fourle, genoral manager of VyeboOm  The amendment will come be-  gtate-land register, expected
Farm, belleves the Villlersboom Farmers’ Asscclation is a fore parliament early inthe be completed by the secon
positive step for agriculture. year. half of 1908, .




[
._.:mm

v July's 1556 SOWETAN

Farm famuily

By Simon Zwane

MICHAEL Mofokeng has never in all
his 50 years had reason to fear the
police. He has always been a law-abid-
ing citizen, a loyal farm labourer who
has never seen the inside of a prison or
courtroom, ’

Now he lives like a fugitive in the
ghost house that used to be his family’s
home. His children no longerun wel:
comingly to any car that stops next to
the house.

in recent times cars have only
brought misery to him and his family.
They have brought people who tore
down the the family’s home, bundled
their belongings together roughly and
dumped them on the roadside.

The tombstone Mofokeng had built
for his late sister was also desecrated.
Police who had been asked to evict his
family have also visited them in cars.

The Mofokengs had lived in peace
like all farm tenants until two months
ago, when the new farm owner decided
he no longer needed their services.

Since then they have been evicted
from the farm near Harrismith, arrest-
ed, given a suspended sentence of six
months’ imprisonment with a fine of

He helieves he is
owed money for
pension, R50 wages for
two months, his wife’'s
wages and six bags of
mealies from the past
two years’ harvest U

*

R2 000 and their cattle impounded.

Their water supply has also been
cut off, forcing the family to rely on a
small stream used by farm animals.

Mofokeng’s problems started when
Dan Grabe, the farm owner who had
employed him, died in 1982. The farm
then became the property of Grabe’s
son Lawrence.

Mofokeng claims that Lawrence
had never liked him. He alleges that
Grabe junior had always threatened to
evict them as soon as his mother Ina
died.

Although the farm had come under
Lawrence after his father’s death, his
mother still had the right to use and

_s_o_.mm_ Mofokeng ... and his family have to leave the farm they
regarded as home for 20 years.

occupy it until her death. This had
apparently prevented Lawrence from
evicting Mofokeng and his family, and
his sister Letia Mahlasela and her fam-
ity. )

On Christmas Day last year Mrs
Grabe died — and so did Mofokeng’s
right to continue Hving on the property
he had occupied for more than 20
years,

He had dedicated his entire life to
the farm and, for R25 a month, had
looked after the owner’s livestock,
tilled the soil and helped with harvest-
ing. His wife, davghters and sister had
also taken turns in helping with the
upkeep of the farm.

From 1982, after the death of Grabe
senior, until the death of Mrs Grabe,
the Mofokeng family had looked after

the farm, including the farmhouse on
their own without any supervision,

Mrs Grabe had moved in with her
daughter in Maritzburg immediately
after her husband’s death. When Mrs
Grabe died, the death knell was also
sounded for the Mofokengs’ right to
enjoy the land they had come to regard
as home.

They were given notice in March to
vacate the land but the family, who say
they have nowhere to go, defied it. An
eviction order against their 16 caitle
was then obtained.

Last month the family was found
guilty of trespassing and sentenced to a
suspended prison term of six months.
They were also warned to vacate the
land by today or they would be sent to
jail.

Mofokeng is, however, uncon-
cerned about this. He langhs when told
he will be sent to jail if he refuses to
move by today.

“T am not going to move here until
all my dues are paid,” he says. He
believes he is owed money for pen-
sion, R50 wages for two months, his
wife’s wages and six bags of mealies
as ration from the harvests of the past
two years.
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Task teamto tackle

Louise Cook

THE land affairs department is to
set up.a special task team to
defuse tensions: over farm eviec-
tions in KwaZulu-Natal.

In a public tender released yes-
terday, the department said the
four-strong team. would try to re-
solve the “crisis situation” in the
provinée. The tender is part of a
wider plan to subcontract work to
the private sector and non-govern-
mental organisations.

The Natal Agricultural Union
(NAL), slammed the decision,
clainiing the deipartment was
merely “manufacturing crises”. :

But.departmerit director Lala
Steyn said that up to 40000
labour tenants in t.'ihe province and

LR

I@' ulu.cIri 'gns
) pumalatgap q '.t’avicizm, with

1,2-million workers nationwide
facing eviction. The Institute for a
Democratic Alternative for SA has
already been drafted in to mediate
jn Mpumalanga. .
Steyn said the task team — to
be appointed this month — would
have to enforce the proposed Land
Reform Labour Tenants Act once
Parliament passed it in March,
NAU president Graham Me-
Intosh said there was no crisis, ex-
cept the province’s lack of housing
and alternative accommodation.
“The department and its client
non-governmental organisations
- aie.manufacturing crises ..z (if) is

looking to fund some o igdtion
it feels comfortable with to do its
work,”hesaid.




Strong backing in asse

TYRONE SEALE
Political Statf
DRAFT legislation that gives
labour tenants a chance to be-
come the owners of land they
occupy and protects them
against unfair evictions has
been given overwhelming ap-
proval in the national assem-
bly. :
However, parties such as the
Freedom Front, Inkatha Free.
dom Party and Democratic
Party, licking their wounds af-
ter a 226-35 defeat in the as-
sembly after IFP MP Koos van
der Merwe's call for a division
of the house, are gearing up for
tough debate in the senate.
While the African National
Congress and National Party

largely accepted by all in-
volved parties as an acceptabile
and reasonable measure that
would contribute to peace and
prosperity in the countryside.
The bill regulates the condi-
tions under which labour ten-

-ants may hbe evicted, including

the nature of compensation to
be paid to them in the event of
an evietion.

Specifically, it states that 13-
bour tenants may be evicted
only if they fail to provide la-
bour in terms of the contract
or are guilty of serious miscon-
duct or if the owner of the Jand
has specific needs for the land
in question.

The Land Claims Court is the
body responsible for overseeing

ithin a year of tlfe
ing an Act.

The bill provides for a four-,
year period within which la-
bour tenants will have the right
to apply to buy the land which
they have historically used and
occupied. It provides for the
state to help labour tenants in
this purchase. It specifies that
the land owner is entitled to
compensation for the land, as
provided for in the constitution.

Where conflicts arise be-
tween tenants and land owners
during a purchase, a mediator
may be appointed to help re-
solve the dispute. Should the
mediation fail, the application
for purchase will be forwarded
to the Land Claims Court,

d

IFP MP Harriet Ngubane
dismissed the bill, saying it
failed to provide a precise
time-frame in which labour
tenants would acquire the land
they occupied and used, and
this meant there was no clear
programme for the abolition of
labour tenancy.

Regulations on evictions and
the criteria for acquiring land
had to be made clear before
the IFP could support the bill.

Pieter Grobbelaar (FF) said
the retroactivity of the legisla-
tion would make life unbear-
able on farms where there had
been evictions since June last
year.

The Freedom Front was op-

aft 1 law
‘lg - ’?ngof/?o'zfér?cgs.

e T ——

——

Supported the bill, speakers the process of evictions; which which will appoint an arbitra- posed to the means by which
from the smaller parties re- may be carried out only after a  tor to decide the matter. Either the drajt legislation was con-
Jected the draft legislation out court order is obtained, party has the right to appeal trolling a private arrangement | :
of hand or, in the case of the The bill is retroactive from  against the decision of the arbi- between the farmer and the la- | I
Pan-Africanist Congress, June 2 last year, the date jt trator or the court. bour tenant, who was paying | !
pledged conditional support. was gazetted, and it means la- Mr Hanekom said the bill  for the land with his or her la. | !
Opening the second reading bour tenants who left a farmor  was an attemnpt to extend baglc bour,
debate on the bill yesterday, were evicted after that may human rights, legal protection  DPp MP Mike Ellis said his | |
Land Affairs Minister Derek apply to the Land Claims Court  and access to resources to one  party could not support the bil) | |
Hanekom said the bill had been for a reinstatement of rights of the most oppressed group- in its present form, t
BE) C Tl v S mery RA WwIAr W T s _'_ P ~ .-
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feared
‘radicamew-Iegismmm‘pmm&a’ T 1
_ tenants’ rightsand even to dispos- chairmanIvor Jenkins, the num-

Bill for protection of

& (b l‘ﬁ @%@%‘)

Bv PATRIKK BULGER if th@ farmer had 2 ific
s T need for the land.

At its first meeting of the year, the “Tenants would be given four

National Assembly approved the years to apply

Land Reform (Labour Tenants) jand they occupied. The state

Bill yesterday - one of severalland  would help them tobuy land. Me-

reform measures drawn up by diators would be appointed in

land Affairs Minister Derek casesof dispute.

Hanekom that were not consid- The NP supported the bill,

ered last year. saying it provided a legal mecha-

The Inkatha Freedom Party, nism for farmers in disputes.
the Democratic Party and the The IFP said the bill failed to
Freedom Front voted against the outlaw labour tenancy and the FF
bill which was passed by 226 said it interfered with the land
votes for to 35 against. rights of farmers.

Introducing the bill, Hanekom The DP said the bill would en-
described labour tenants as “one trench labour tenancy but the
of the most oppressed groupings ‘party was in favour of measures |- -
of South Africans”. He said “It to-regulate evictions. The PAC 1,
(the bill) also attempts to #eate  voted for the measure. '
conditions that would restore sta- - Thebill has to come before the |°
bility and certainty to some of Senate before it becomeslaw. Itis
South Africa’s most conflict-rid- retroactive to June 2 1995.
den rural areas.” Sapa . reports from: Witbank

Hanekom also said tenanis that 75 cases of farnx evictions
had no protection under the law  were reported in Mpu in
mdmeyhadbemsibjecmdmar- the past three m; .
bitxaryevictiaﬁmasfarmm ings-

sess farmers. . ber of reported cases was contraty
The bill -regulates the condi- tothepemepﬁnnthat”dmusands"
fions of eviction of tenants and  wee being forcefully remaved
states they may or y be evicted if  across the province, He stressed,
they failed to provide -fabour, howevet, this did not diminish the
we:eguﬂtyofseriousnﬁsconduct seriousness of the matter.

T




MAJOR PARTIES BACK RURAL REFORM

Bill gives farm tenants
right to buy land

THE LAND REFORM BILL was paséed yesterday with sup-
port from the ANC, PAC and NP, which was satisfied that

most objections had been dealt with.
@, 4) er 15!1/‘76

E Land Reform Bill was an

I attempt to restore stability to

conflict-ridden rural areas

and remgve labour tenants from

the legal twilight zone, Land

Affairs Minister Mr Derek

Hanekom said in the National
Assembly yesterday.

Mr Hanekom said labour ten-
ancy was a semi-feudal system that
had continued outside the law in
Mpumalanga and the northern
parts of kwaZulu/Natal, where
labour tenants exchanged their
Iabour for the right to occupy and
usea portion of farming land.

A provision in the bill giving
labour tenants the right to apply to
buy the land they had historically
used and occupied would increase
the number of black farmers and
landowners, he said.

Land Affairs committee chair-

r——

man Chief Patekile Holomisa
(ANC) described the bill as a practi-
cal step to restoring land rights to
indigenous South Africans.

“Malicious farmers” trying to
evict tenant labourers before the
bill came into law had been
thwarted by a clause making it
effective from its Government
Gazette publication date last June.

NP land affairs spokesman Mr
Andries Beyers said the NP sup-
ported the bill, which provided a
legislative remedy for land owners
in situations of conflict.

“We share the view of the
Council of SA Bankers that this bill
will have a significant impact on
the rights of existing agricultural
property owners as well as the
expectation of labour tenants.”

The party was satisfied most of
the agricultural unions’ objections

NE!

had been accommodated.

The IFP's Ms Harriet Ngubane
opposed the bill, however, saying
labour tenancy was a “shameful
practice” and the bill failed to abol-
ish it. She called on Mr Hanekom
to refer the measure back to the
committee to be redrafted.

Freedom Front MP Mr Pieter
Grobbelaar also opposed the mea-
sure, It affected the land rights of
the individual and would lead to
chaos. It was incomprehensible
that any knowiedgeable farmer
could support it.

Mr Mike Ellis of the Democratic
Party opposed it on the grounds
that it created more problems than
it sought to address and would per-
petuate labour tenancy. However,
the DP did support those sections
in the bill dealing with evictions.

It was also supported by the Pan
African Congress, despite “flaws”.

The bill was passed after a divi-
sion by 226 votes to 35, with the
IFP, DP and Freedom Front voting
against. — Sapa

4 e i e e it




| Agricultural union will lobby

Louise’Cook

THE SA Agricultural Union
(SAAU) yesterday showed signs
of greater acceptance of the
Land Reform Labour Tenants
Bill, passed on Monday in the
National Assembly by an over-
whelming ANC majority, but

provinciali farming unions
strongly rejected the Bill in its
present form.

The union said the Bill had
been “greatly improved” since
the first drait.

SAAU director Kobus Kleyn-
hans said Land Affairs Minister
Derelk Hanekom'had taken into
account farming needs. But the
union would continue to push
for changes to force labour ten-
ants who retired to provide the
farmer with a substitute work-
er. Cost implications to farmers
who needed the piece of land oc-
cupied by the labour tenant also
needed changing, he said.

‘Proﬁncig@jons, including

the Natal, Free State and
Transvaal unions, slammed the
passing of the Bill “in its
present form”.

Natal Agricultural Union
president Graham Mecintosh,
who last week appealed to Pres-
ident Nelson Mandela to delay
the passing of the Bill, said the
union would get the Helen Suz-
man Foundation and the Hu-
man Sciences Research Council
to validate facts showing that
labour tenants were paid better
than farm workers, and that on-
ly 5% of farmers malireated
labourers.

Free State Agricultural
Union president Piet Gouws
called for changes to make the
Bill “more practical”, saying it
jeopardised property rights.

But the National Land Com-
mittee, representing 300 land-
less communities, welcomed the
Bill, saying it too would push for

for alterations t%t)e%%‘g% ‘Bill

“further changes”, but refusing
to say what the changes were.

The controversial Bill was
rejected by farmers last year be-
cause it allowed for iabour ten-
ants — farm workers who are
paid by the use of land rather
than in cash — who had been on
farms for two generations to
gain property rights on the
farm, backed by financial help
from government.

Wyndham Hartley reports
that the ANC in KwaZulu-
Natal welcomed the Bill and
slammed the IFP for its oppo-
sition to a measure that would
protect black labour tenants
from right-wing farmers.

ANC provincial spokesman
Dumisani Makhaye said the ap-
proval of the Bill “comes at a
time when right-wing farmers
in areas like Vryheid, Nqutu,
Dundee and Wasbank are on a
massive camya.ign to evict black
land tenants”.
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[and reform bill will
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. SPECIALC

JOHANNESBURG: Legislation to
give ownership of land to labour
tenants would become “an alba-
tross around the neck” of Land
Affairs Minister Mr Derek
Hanekom, DP spokesman Mr Exrol
Moercroft said yesterday.

In a statement following the
National Assembly’s passing of the
Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Bill
on Monday, senator Mr Moorcroft
said his party had no problem with

- the second aim of the bill, which

was to prevent eviction of tenants
from farms.

The bill is expected to affect
about 40 000 tenant farmers in
kwaZulu/Natal and Mpumalanga
by allowing them to buy the land

Crea% oblems —DP

17 ]1]4aé

they octupy on farms in exchange
for providing labour to their boss-
es, most of whom are white. The
farmers would be obligated to sell
it.

The DP said the bill, still to be
passed by the senate, was an irony
as labour tenancy had been out-
lawed for 30 vears.

“The protagonists of the bill
have described the practice as slav-
ery, yet the bill gives statutory
recognition to labour tenancy,”
satd Mr Moorcroft. Mr Hanekom
should explain this contradiction.

The DP had found it difficult to
oppose a bill in context of the need
for reform and a more equitable
distribution of land, but the mea-
sure threatened to do “far more
harm than good”.

o A ——



Crisis looms 1n rural areas

Bv Monou MAkHANVA
Political Reporter

Rural organisations have warned of “an
unprecedented crisis in rural areas” if
farmers carry out their threats of mass
eviction of tenants-in response to govern-
ment land reforms, -

Farmworkers Research and Resource
Project (FRRP) spokesman Hilton Toolo
said farmers were mobilising themselves
in “open defiance” of the Government by
threatening mass evictions of tenants.

Several provincial farming unions
have warned they will be forced to get rid
df tenants if the Senate passes the Land
Reform Bill, which was approved by the
National Assembly on Monday. While the
Sputh African Agricultural Union has
flartiaily welcomed the bill, saying it was
an improvement on the last version,
provincial unions have taken 2 more mili-
tant line.

" Farmers organisations and tenant

m;@ef;s)are mady{nggéne/nﬁves fora

lobby seasonin the run-up to the Senate de-
bate on the matter in February. Public hear-
ings have beenscheduled to aflow all paties.
to put their views to the Senate’s Select
Committee on Land affairs. -

The FRRP and other rural organiga- |,
tions have given the bill a cautious
thumbs-up, arguing that it is fraught with
shortcomings. They said that by applying
only to “second generation” labour ten-
ants, the bill meant that workers who have
lived on farms for more than 3 years fall
outside the ambit of the law.

Arguing against the purchase of land
by labourers being “a central tenet of the
bill”, the FRRP said many workers had
worked very long on farms for little pay
and that autdmatically earned them a
right to land, It said paying for land was
“unpalatable” to many labour tenants
and that government subsidies given for
land should rather be utilised
in development initiatives,
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Bill ‘may result in

farmer

DURBAN — Commercial farmers
in KwaZulu-Natal may emigrate
to neighbouring countries t0 avoid
the effects of the Land Reform
{Labour Tenants) Bill, Natal Agri-
cultural Union president Graham
McIntosh said yesterday.

Sapa reports the Bill, which
was passed by the National As-
gembly on Monday, enables labour
tenants to purchase farmiand
they occupy from the landowner.
Farmers are obliged to sell land or
provide alternative compensation
to genuine labour tenants.

Farmers have criticised the
Bill, believing it will adversely ef-
fect %rnperty values, create con-
flict between workers and farm
owners and threaten the prof-
itability of commercial farms.

“] think if this kind of unrea-
sonable legislation keeps on com-
ing through, farmera will leave,”
McIntosh said.

MeIntosh said farmers were al-
so concerned about a possible in-
flux of 1andless people to commer-
cial farms hoping to benefit from

The SA Agricultural Union
would consider challenging the
Bill in the Constitutional Court
should the Bill be approved in the
Senate, he said.

The new Bill also prevents the
arbitrary eviction of labour ten-
ants, who are loosely defined as
rural farm workers with historical
links to land they have used and
occupied in exchange for labour.

Various organisations have
welcomed the Bill as a “hreak-
through” for previously disadvan-

b
SC@
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A farmworker communities.
The Association of Rural Ad-
vancement gaid: “We believe the
Bill does no more than confirm in
law what already exists: That por-
tions of farms are not being used
by farmers. The Bill puts all
landowners under the same obli-
gations and thus Jevels the play-
ingfield.”

Louise Cook reports farming
unions calling for further changes
to the Bill yesterday sparked off
demands from labour tenants for
freeland.

A government grant was avail-
able for the deal but farmers’
unions rejected the Bill in its “pre-
sent form”.

Landless community represen- |.

tatives hit back, saying ayment
for land was “unpaliatable”. They
called for the state grant to be
used for development and the
farm land to be given to labour
tenanta for free.

Farmworkers' Research and
Resource Project, representing
labour tenants on 500 farms in
Mpumalangs, said it was also un-
acceptable that the Bill excluded
labour tenants who had worked on
farms for years but were born
elsewhere.

National Land Committee
spokesman Jabo Dada said the
Bill needed “tightening up” to pro-
vide for free land. Government
had succumbed to pressure from
farmers and would not have the
money to sustain land puzrchases
in the long run. The committee
would fight the farming unions’
demands, he said.




Two land rights bills gﬁsse but the

Cape Town - Two land m@

bills edged a step closer to becom-
ing law yesterday when Parlia-
ment’s land affairs committee
passed them, with reservations
trom the Inkatha Freedom Party.
The Communal Property As-
sociations Bill enables communi-
ties o form property associations

sy Ayt

Cure rights to lanc?' agdi
Interim Protection of Informal
Land Rights Bill secures the land
rights of communities for two
years pending more comprehen-
sive tenure reform. :
Although the communat pro-
perty bill was amended so that it

does not refer specifically to tribal *~

IFP digs in its heels '
1% |

communities, the IFP indicated
that it opposed both bills and
would make its opposition
known when the bills reached the |
National Assembly stage.
Yesterday, however, the bills |
were passed with only reserva- j
tions being expressed by the [FF* ;
= Political Correspondent. }

‘-
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The passage through parliament of the
controversial Land Reform (Labour Ten-
ants) Bill saw the small minority-parties
united in opposition to the ANC. The

© Freedom Front, Democratic Party and
- Inkatha lodged strong cbjections.

There is a possibility of a challenge
through the Constitutional Court, though
President Neison Mandela did not pub-
licly respond to Natal Agricuturai Union
president Graham Mcintosh’s request for
postponement of the Bill. Hanekom's le-
gai advisers have obviously considered
the matter and Mandela can presumably
proceed to sign the Bill into law.

. Perhaps surprisingly, the NP supported
the Bill in the debate. Land Affairs Minis-
ter Derek Hanekormn has been careful to
canvass major agricultural lobbies for
support and some grey areas appear to
have been sufficiently clarified to satisfy
the majority Afrikaner party.

The Bill has two main aims:

@ To enable labour tenants to buy farm-
land (with government assistance) that
they have occupied for at least two gener-
ations, trading their labour for tenancy;
and

Q0 To end summaty evictions of these
tenants in advance of what had been
feared would be punitive, redistributive
seizure of “white” farmland. .

At least some farm lobbies have been
persuaded that redistribution is not an is-
sue. As Hanekom explains: “It brings
labour tenants out of the legal twilight
zone they have occupied for decades. it
addresses the problems caused by the
fact that the uniawful and unofficial sta-
tus of labour tenancy has meant that ten-
ants have not had legs! :otection or
recourse in cases of injustice.”

A retrospective moratorium on evic-
tions was introduced on june 2.

Hanekom said: “The Bill places the
contractual relationship between tenant

and farmer as the basis of an arrang:)
N —————
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ing in their overiords, the farm owners.
The clearly defined entitlement to gov-

emment subsidy is modified by the peri-

od over which the tenants must have
lived on and worked the land, which pre-
empts precipitate land invasions.
Market-related payments are envis-
aged — accompanied by a year's grace
for those summarily evicted and four
years for tenants to stake claims.
Hanekom believes the Bill redresses a
situation in which black tenants “proba-
bly wouild have been farmers and
landowners, cultivating their own land,
had apartheid laws allowed them to do

SO."

The Freedom Front objects, citing
compulsion on farmers to break up their

. to seek redress through

_ destitute.

land holdings — possi-
bly in defiance of the
still unresolved proper-
ty clause in the Bill of
Rights. Inkatha argues
that those evicied in the
past do not have suffi-
cient recourse to repa-
ration as they will have i

the Land Claims Court,
which would be difficuit
for the homeless and

The DP is in favour of
the rights accorded
evicted tenants but its

land affairs spokesman, Hanekom . .. atlempting to redress
Moor- an historical injustice

Senator Errol

tem as slavery, in which
case he must explain
| why he is perpetuating
it, or else he must tell us
why he disagrees with
those who claim that it
is simply a labour con-
tract which has been en-
tered into between two
informed peope and
which carries significant
benefits for both.”

Hanekom sees the Bill
as “an attempt to extend
basic human rights, pro-
f] tection under law and
B access to resources to
one of the most op-
pressed groupings of
South Africans.”

croft, is suspicious of
the legal entrenchment
of Iabour tenancy: “Labour tenancy has
been outlawed for 30 years, yet the Bill
now gives statutory recognition to
labour tenancy and serves to perpetuate
it as a legal practice. Farmers and la-
bourers may now legally enter into ten-
ancy agreements.

“The Minister should decide whether
he agrees with those who label the sys-

. No-one appears to
know how many labour tenants there
are — 40 000 is one estimate —— nor how
many could be covered by the Land Re-
form Bill. But now that there is a law gov-
erning a frequently chaotic sphere of
economic activity, it seems only fair that
formerly antagonistic sides should be
brought together in formal structures to
defuse mistrust and conflict. @ \ (\

ment that will result in security of tenure
under clearly defined terms . . .

a1t will also enable black rural peopie
with a knowledge of agriculture to own
land for the first time in their lives, for
both residential and productive purposes
(which] can only strengthen the fabric of
rural society.”

The Bill will defuse a long-standing
cause of legal rancour arising from
labour tenants having been subject to a
form of slavery with all legal power vest-

MAya S T, o Ame—
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Farmworkers given
grant to bgy@l nd

THE face of the agricultural
industry in the Western
Cape is set to change now
that government has passed
its Land Bill last week, giv-
ing farmworkers a R15 000

grant to purchase farmiand.

“While R15000 is not a lot of
money, it allows a group of farm
workers to combine their grants
and put the money into a trust.
We can then gear up, through
loan finance and equity partici-
pation, to buy into a commereial
farmmg proposition where there
is an existing experienced part-
ner,” says Hannes le Roux, the
managing director of New-
Farmers.

Newl'armers is a recently
formed organisation to help
members of developing commu-
nities to buy stakes in commer-
cial agricultural enterprises.

Its mission statement says it
aims “to create opportunities for
viable farming ventures, focus-

l ByJEREMYWODDS

ing on developing communities,
through projeet development,
loan finance and equity partici-
pation.”

NewFarmers has two objec-
tives.

The first is to broaden the own-
ership base in agriculture. The
second is to integrate clients
from developing communities
':nto the main stream of agricul-
ure.

And the new organisation

- packs a powerful financial

punch.

Its shareholders list Dr Anton
Rupert, the KWV, Qutspan, Uni-
fruco, and most of the top finan-
cial institutions from Saniam to
Standard Bank.

“One of our major priorities is
to expand our capital base, cur-
rently some RI10-million,” says
Mr le Roux.

“We have screened some 30
projects over the last year of
which 12 have been earmarked
for futher investigation.”

Four projects, three in the
Western Cape, have already
reached an advance stage of
planning and Mr le Roux is opti-
mistic that these deals will be
signed by the middle of the year.

“We want to break new ground
as far as ownership patterns are
concerned as well as contribute
to land and agricultrural reform
across the country.”

Mr le Roux says that where
workers become involved as co-

%

owners, productivity on the -

farms can improve by as much as
30 percent.

“There is a wealth of expertise
among agricultural workers, par-
ticularly among the deciduous
fruit and citrus sectors and we
would like to make these people
entrepreneurs for a new farming
generation.”
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H-Tm publication of the Land Reform

(Labottr Tenants) Bill on June 21995 and its
subsequent passing by Parliament has
sparked mixed reactions.

In strict terms, labour tenancy is a semi-
feudat relationship between a landowner
and a tenant which obliges the tenant to
provide free or virtually free labour to the
landowner in exchange for the right to oc-
cupy and use a portion of the landowner’s

land.
M For some blacks who were dispossessed
through apartheid, labour tenancy was
used as the only practical mechanism for ac-
quiring fand.

The system was outlawed by the Bantu
Laws Amendment Act of 1964. Neverthe-
less it has survived, mainly in the KwaZulu

New Bl

offers some pro

tection for labour tenants
Adbaw 20(i]9b

@) ()

Certain white farmer organisations are opposed to the new legislation, writes Nomfundo Luphondwana

Natal and Mpumalanga provinces.

As there was no law governing the sys-
tem of labour tenancy, labour tenants were
left at the mercy of the farmer. In certain
parts of the country, a farmer has an almost
god-like status and has the power to evict,
impound livestock and destroy his tenants’
possessions if he pleases.

The present power imbalances between
farmers and labour tenants is based on cen-
turies of discriminatory laws which have
systematically prevented blacks from enter-
ing into ordinary contractual relations of
sale and lease.

Hﬂmm&mﬁn gave rise to the current
abuses of power and unilateral actions by
tarmers marked by arbitrary evictions and,
sometimes, the harassment of labour tenant

, families. As labour tenants have never

eamed wages, most of their capital and
worldly possessions are bound up in their
homesteads and in their livestock.

Thus, if evicted, they lose all the assets
the family may have buiit up over the years.
In such an event, they are forced to settle in
transit camps - some sort of rural township
- with nothing to sustain them.

The publication of Land Reform (Labour
Tenants) Bill has been welcomed by organi-
sations like the National Land Committee.
Although not flawless, it goes along way in
addressing the problems of labour tenants.

Unfortunately, the passing of the Labour
Tenants Bill by Parliament has stirred nega-
tive reaction from certain farmer organisa-
tions and political parties.

The National Land Commitiee supports
the Bill because it aims, among other thi

to:
B change the power imbalances be-

tween farmers and labour tenants;

W protect labour tenants from arbitrary
evictions;

B give labour tenants rights toland and
begin to provide security of tenure of the
land; and

8 make it possible for labour tenants to
acquire land.

Hnwaﬂnmnm?mggoﬂﬁmﬂ.
tions affiliated to the South African Agricul-
tural Union, as well as some political par-
ties, were opposed to the passing of the Bill
However, some SAAU affiliates were
amang the parties who were consulted and
drawn into the of amending the
contents of the Bill that they now vehement-

ly o._m_momm.
e Bill is welcome, but has the follow-
ing gaps that need to be addressed:

1. It excludes long-term first generation
labour tenants, which is a potentially a large
number of the Iabour tenants who qualify.

2.The Bill merely gives labour tenants a
provisional right to land. The full right will
depend on whether %oﬁn._gﬂ.;mmmﬁm.
cient subsidy tobuy the land.

Another area of concern relates mainly
to the practical implementation of the Bill.
In this regard, a call is specifically made to
e e s s en o 50

ity to ensure that magistrates and po-
lice officers ate thoroughly briefed.

The implementation of the Bill needs to
be monitored and it is imperative for every
stakeholder to be involved to ensure that
proper implementation takes place.

B Nomfundo Luphondwana is the media and
publicity officer of the National Land Conmit-
tee.
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er slams Hanekom
tIES ‘5 ﬁ Ké‘ /? H% cazilon the minister
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Agricultural m

. | BLOEMFONTEIN. — The ag- a

ricultural manpower forum has
strongly condemned Land Af-
fairs Minister Derek Hane-
kom's plan to establish farm
villages on the edges of towns

Forum chairman Pieter
Moller said the unilateral es-
tablishment of farm villages by
the government would have
negative effects for agriculture.

and provincial governments to
consult those affected, includ-
ing employers and employees,
so that people could consider
their futures. — Sapa.
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..m_u>om _z.s.pomx . ._s,mnE:mw:m Madondo, who claims there is no limit to the number of homes he can build

DEVL e .

Picture: BRETT ELOFF

\

Former DP man
hits the roof over

laboure

H

By ANDRE JURGENS

THE head of the Natal
Agricultural Union is
taking a retired labour-
erto court for building a
.wattle-and-daub home
onrhis farm. -
Maghingana Madondo, a
71-year-old pensioner, has
spent all his. life on the
farm Rongpoortspruit,
near Estcourt, where he
worked the land and tend-
ed cattle since he was 15
years old, " - | )
< But building a home
there “for ‘His scdon-to-be-
married son, Thomas, has
landed Mr Madondo in' hot
water with the farm’s own-
er, Graham McIntosh, who
‘has asked' the Maritzburg
Supreme Céurt to order Mr
Madondo to-demolish the
houwse. ' - . .
Mr McIntosh this week

ar

e ———

declined to comment and
refused the Sunday Times
access to his farm to
interview Mr Madondo or
to photograph the build-
ing,

In an affidavit,k before
the court in December last
year, Mr McIntosh
claimed Mr Madondo had
breached his terms of em-
ployment and residence by
building the house.

He said Mr Madondo
was allowed to live on the
farm during his retire-
ment, as long as he did not
build any structures with-
out approval.

But Mr Madondo denies
being part of such an
agreement and will chal-
lenge his former boss in
court on Wednesday.

In a replying affidavit,
Mr Madondo said that in
1967 he was given a plot on
the farm by its owner at
the time, known to him on-
ly as Mr James.

No limit was placed on
the number of huts he
cbuld build on the plot for
his kraal.

He said he was entitled
to expand his kraal provid-
ed he built on the land aj-
Iocated to him for residen-
tial purposes, and Mr
MeIntosh knew this,

In Janvary 1994, Mr
McIntosh allegedly gave
Mr Madondo six months to
leave the farm, but backed
down when lawyers inter-
vened.

Mr Madondo said he had
refused to sign a subse-
quent agreement allowing
him to stay on because it
did not allow him to erect
any more buildings on his
plot.

Mr McIntosh — who was
a Progressive Federal
Party MP for Maritzburg

H-n

UNACCOMMODATING
Graham Mcintosh

in the early 80s and worked
for the Democratic Party
until South Africa’s first
democratic elections —
said in his affidavit that he
noticed the wattle-and-
daub structure only in
December last year.

By that stage ifs con-
struction was advanced
and ils corrugated iron
roof had already heen
erected.

“I respectfully submit
that the erection of that
structure amounts to a
spoilation of my posses-

sion of that portion of the
farm,” he said.

He claimed his rights to
the land had been infringed
and that other workers
would be encouraged to
follow Mr Madondo’s
example.

The farm is owned by
Kainos Estates of which
Mr McIntosh and his wife
are directors.

Mr Madondo said Mr
MelIntosh had not ohjected

house

t0 bim adding om to his
kraal before.

" He had built 12 buts be-
fore Mr Mcintosh took
over the farm 14 years ago
and another five since
then.

Over the past 56 years,
Mr Madondo has taken two
wives and fathered 15 chil-
dren. His son teaches on
the farm.

“Whenever there was a_
wedding in our family and
my son would bring a bride
to our kraal, a separate
room would be built to pro-
vide a bedroom for the
newly wed couple,” his
affidavit said.

It was “necessary to
afford the newly wed cou-
ple the privacy that they
were entitled to by having
a separate room of their
own” and Mr MecIntosh
knew about this custom,
Mr Madondo said.

He claimed the court in-
terdict was an attempt to
intirnidate him.

Mr McIntosh estimated
it would take Mr Madondo
and his son two weeks to
demolish the building.

But evicting the occu-
pants would give rise to
difficulties.

In terms of Section 3b of
the Illegal Squatting Act of
1951, Kainos Estates had a
right to demolish the sirue-
fure, he said.

“I have, however, been
further advised that in
similar kinds of appli-
cations, persons who have
erected such structures
have attacked the pro-
visions of the Act as being
contrary to the provisions
of the constitution,

“This has led to pro-
Ionged litigation and de-
layed the enforcement of
the rights of the owner.”




Grabouw farmhands
5{2 ke qver hostel

ur Reporter ﬁﬂC?’ 7-?-/2/‘?4
ABOUT 170 farmwerkers at the Applethwaite Farm
in Grabouw have gone on strike over conditions.

The regional secretary of the Sonth African Agri-
cultural, Plantation and Allied Workers’ Union {Saa-
pawu), Edward Jackson, said they stopped work
because biack workers were being housed in a sepa-
rate, single-sex compound whereas Coloured workers
were housed in family units on the farm; drinking
water supplied to workers was from the source used
to irrigate orchards; and management was refusing to
negotiate new job grades.

The farm management was not available for com-
ment as it was meeting workers and union repre-
sentatives in an effort to resolve the problems.

Mr Jackson said black workers’ wives were allowed
to visit them for only a month at a time.

He said matters came to a head wher one of the
wives, with a four-day-old baby, was told to leave the
farm last week because her month had expired,

Workers at neighbouring farms had indicated they
were prepared to take solidarity action if this was nee-
essary.

r——
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ARCTE /v
Labour Report e : '
WORKERS at three Grabouw farmy-have stofped
work -in' solidarity ‘with 419 Applethwaite farm
workers who were issued with dismissal notices, -
- About 200 workers from the Monteith, Transpal-
miet and -Dusselsdraai farms stopped work yester-

day, ' i’ . . S
Weste'mngpé-.-regional‘secretary of the South
African Agriculturaf, Plantation and Allied Work-
ers’ Union (Saapawu) Edward Jackson said Ap-
plethwaite management had informed the wnion
they wduld apply for a court interdiet to get the,
dismisséd workers to leave the farm, ‘
Mr- Jackson, said the workers ‘stopped work on
Tuesdaj‘beca_us_e black workers were being housed
in a Separate, Single-séx compound while coloured

hegotiate new job giades, ‘

Farm: management also dig not want to give the
unibn-reéognitioq for its members who were sea-
sonal workers and who- formed the bulk of the
workforce, .. L -

A meeting between the union and farm manage-
ment  scheduled for the afternoon failed to take _
pldce when management insisted that workers re-
turn to work or face. d{s;nissal. o

Later in the, afternoon management issued
workers’ with dismissa] notices, giving them 24
hours to vacate the farm’ )

T



an >m1n:=:_.‘m_m Plantation a
ards from the Applethwsite farm in ‘Grabouw, and their Western Cape regional secretary, Edward Jackson, discuss
what steps to take after 421 workers were dismissed following a work stoppage

WEIGHING THEIR -O!
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O Union ponders dismi mm%

ESTELLE RANDALL
Labour Reporter

JOSEPH Benjamin’s wiry frame
is well known in the Grabouw
area. A worker at Applethwaite
Farm, he is also a vice-president
of the South African Agricultur-
al, Plantation and Allied Work-
ers’ Union (Saapawu), launched
by Cosatu last year.

All his members have just been
dismissed after a work stoppage but
he is calm — a calm that has been
nurtured through five years of work
at the farm.

Mr Benjamin has himself been dis-
missed and reinstated before.

“I was dismissed last year for ‘in-
citing' employees to go on an illegal
work stoppage,” he recalled. He was
reinstated in July 1995 after being
suspended for two months. But he
has continued with his organising ac-
{ivities at Applethwaite — and else-
where in Grabouw.

The union has a presence at 12
farms in the area and he claims
credit for bringing them into the fold.

He arrived at Applethwaite five
years ago as a labourer, attracted by
the secure housing — which he may
now lose if the dismissals go ahead.

“In 1993 when the Agricultural La-
bour Relations Act was iniroduced 1
got so excited,” he said. “That was
when I started to organise.”

This organising happened secretly
at first and he made few inroads in
winning workers’ confidence.

“People were scared. They feared
that I would have a lot to say to
them but would be silent in front of
management. Once before someone
who worked here had tried to organ-
ise and he was dismissed. So when I
came to them to talk about the union,
people didn't want to be associated
with me.” ‘

I3

mm.n v @gﬂv m_mummwﬂwmw% m:uwm after someone

reported his activities. The manage-
ment instructed him to address a
meeting of workers in the farm hail.

This was the chance he had been
waiting for.

“All the workers were there,” he
said. “They listened to me for an hour
and at the end got to their feet and
cheered. That same night they all
came to sign up with the union.”

Nine months later farm manage-
ment and Saapawu signed a recogni-
tion agreement.

Now there are seven elected shop
stewards and channels to negotiate.
And there is much with which work-
ers are unhappy. In particular, they
want what they term racial discrimi-
nation in their working conditions to
end.

Mr Benjamin gave the example of
the wages which he earned as a su-
pervisor and the wages of colleague
and fellow-shop steward Bosman
Gwanya, also a suopervisor.

“I am earning R225 a week,” Mr
Benjamin said, “while Bosman is
earning R147 a week. This is less
than the R155 a week which some
coloured labourers are earning.”

He pointed also fo the different
housing aliccated to African and col-
oured workers.

While permanent coloured workers
on the farm live in family accommo-
dation, Africans have to live as mi-
grants. And there is the case of an al-
leged assault on the union’s Western
Cape vice-chairman, Mannie Damon,
by a manager. Mr Damon has laid a
charge and the matter is under
investigation.

These are some of the catalysts be-
hind the stoppage on Tuesday. Now
there are the dismissals which, if
they succeed, will undo all Mr Benja-
min’s work.




FREE STATE farm wor—
kers who Were mvolved in

8 bloody car accrdent —
allegedly-. caused, by--the .

farmer’s son =:dre beirg
sacked; and evrcted from
thesfatm:without pay:
The- workers . SOmE; of
whom mcurred permane-

nt disabilities in*the.agci- .

dent —are allegedly bemg
tatrgetied by farmer: Arc-
hie. Batleman, who accus-
¢d- them “of yarious:of-
fences including theft

One worker. died,: an-

other broke his spmal cal-
umn and a third.is expexi-
encing merital retardatlon
as a result of head i injur-
jes sustained in fhe dcci-

dent, which occured on,

June 25 last year.;:

The two badly 1njured .
workers’ wefe recently,ev-

icted from, the farm after
they could not'cope With
the hard labour entrusted
on them.' : .-
Six others wer
for, miinor ll'l_]lll'leS' before
- being drscharged il

They were not compen-_'

sated for- themmjurles

7 at Wonderkop farm in
., Ladybrand.

They were all workmg

The 11 workers were

-allegedly cramiped onto
- the back of a bakkie while

being trans
“.Frcksburgej I 2_? 6

They allege that the

farmer’s son, Rudolph,
'was. driving at a high

speed. The bakkie over-
tutned when he tried to
negotiate a sharp curve.
The farmer’s son and a
worker who shared the
front seat with him, were
the only people who did

- not sustain'any injuries. -

Mmile Thakedi (59)
was one - .of the workers
who was involved in the

-accident. Heswas evictéd:

shortly after being dis-

“charged from hosprtal

“While some of us5
were still on sick leave, he
sent a message that we
should come back to work
if we did not want to be
fired,” said Thakedi, who
is now employed at an-
other farm.

He said his dismissal
followed a question he
asked about why he was

suddenly ordered to go
and milk cows when he
was still busy loading
cabbage onto the truck.

Another worker, Pet-
rus Mothibedi, voluntar-
ily left after he was alleg-
edly threatened with dea-
th after being accused of
stealing potatoes. .

In an apparent refer-
ence to Abram Mohapi,
who died in the car acci-
dent, Mothibedi alleges
the farmer told him:
“One of you has helped
by dying. You are the
next to follow.”

Among the ten workers
who were involved in the
accident, only four are
feft at the farm. They told
City Press their future at
the farin was uncertain.

. “He destroyed all the
forms we were given a
the hospital and dumped
them into the dustbin
when we asked him to fill
them,” said one worker.

Bartleman refuged sto
comment. Before bangihg
down the phone, he téld
City Press he would sue
if the paper “interfered”
with his workers.
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A NEW agrichitural o ganisation
with private' gector backing is
poised to broker deals between
commercial farmers and farm
workers worth R55m in a bid to
broaden the ownership base in
commercial farming, .
NeéwFarmers Development
Company, whose major share-
holders “include Absa, Sanlam,
Rembi'andt,‘ , Unifruco, Out.
8pan ‘and Kynock Fertiliser, wag
launched recently to create Oppor-
tunities for viable farming ven.-

tures, focusing'on developing com- .-

Munities, through project devel-
opment, loan finance and equity
Participation, e .
The company ig' 3 response to
Overnment’s call for the private
sector to initiate
turn land reform intg
tunity to stimulate
grovith andjob ereition,
- NewFarmers

{ deals, expected tg bé signed by Ju.
Iy, involved settingup frutt ‘export

“ventures'in the western:Cape and

-Mpumalangs, The p,
first two years.”

LN """"J‘"* .
- ¢. The company ‘planned. to mo-
‘bilise

pr_bjects'that'wﬂl:

MD Hannés Io

ux said at the. weekend the

. ‘agriculture ‘are

a8 " contribute
cacross the :
~€rs become involved ag co-Gwnerg

, projgt}"tswoul‘df-'.
" Create’at least 400 new,:,iobs in the:

“~

ghare-capital.thrdu_gh a pri-

into shareholders

vate.placing to local and oVerseag
shareholders by mid-April,

Talks had been held with local
and foreign anciers, including
thé Development Ban) of SA, In-
dustrial Development Corpora-
tion, International Financa Cor-
poration, Commonwealth Devel-
opment Corporation and the
French Development Banls,

“The fact that NewFarmers en-
Jjoys the financial backing of some
major roleplayers in the economy
without doubt leads to the accep-
tance of jtg credentials by poten-
tial future buginess artners and
stakeholders,” he sais.

One ofthe company’s ohjectives
i8 to broaden the ownership bage
in  commercia] agriculture by
structuring and investing in part-
nership deals between developing
communities, mainly farmworis-
ers, as well ag existing commercia]
farmers, NewFarmers and other
investors, "

. “We want to break new ground
as far ag ownership patterns in
iculty concerned as well
to land reform
country, Where work-

on farms, productivity improves
+ There was.a wealth of expertise
among farm workers, he said.

»

< by dsmuch ag 30%.”
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By Abdul Milazi -
Labour Reporter

HE DAYS WHEN farmworkers were treat-
ed like slaves are over and the time has
come for them to be treated like all
other workers, Labour Minister Tito
Mboweni said in Cape Town yesterday.
Mboweni was addressing a Press confer-
ence to announce the release of a Green Paper
on a new Employment Standards Statute
which would replace the Basic Conditions of
Employment Act and the Wages Act.
Although still subject to negotiation by
labour, business and government at the Nation-
al Economic Development and Labour Coun-
cil (Nedlac), the new legislation is aimed at
ensuring that all workers’ rights, including
farm and domestic workers, who are excluded
by current legislation, are protected by law.
Mboweni argued that the Basic Conditions

la

of Employment Act (BCEA) and the Wages
Act needed to be changed because they were
inadequate as they did not cover all workers,

He also pointed out that although the BCEA
covered areas such as working time, overtime and
overtime pay, annual leave, sick leave and mater-
nity leave, it did not set minimum wages.

The Ministry of Labour has also proposed
the protection of contract workers, temporary
workers and part-time workers and restrictions
on Sunday work.

It also proposed the disbanding of the
Wages Board and the formation of the
Employment Standards Commission which
would ensure that the proposed legislation was
implemented and adhered to by employers.

1

|
The %Ereen Paper proposes changes that
will improve working conditions and wages

2 fon ¢ L

The legislation would, however, exclude
members of the security forces such as the
army and the intelligence service. Members
of the South African Police Services and
Correctional Services would be covered.

Mboweni said his Ministty would also be
looking at another Bill which would deal with the
eradication of racism in the workplace. A report
on this is expected to be released in June,

The Green Paper - a discussion document —
was welcomed by both orgamsed labour and busi-
ness, Business SA chairman Mr Bokkie Botha
said it was too early to comment.

However, Botha said business’s main con-
cernt was the cost the proposed changes would
add to the country’s economy.




ANC 'gberg‘?;t_ﬁ[s‘queryrr A enants’Bill

Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — The Land Reform
Labour Tenants Bill was approved by
a Parliamentary committee yester-
day after unexpected opposition
from ANC senators, who asked why
tenants’ rights to land expired after a
year if they were not exercised.

Land Affairs director-general des-
ignate Geoff Budlender explained
that if a father had failed to take up
his rights to the land and neither he

nor his sonis were prepared to offer
labour for the right to remain on it
then they would have one year to va-
cate the land.

The committee adopted numerous
amendments to the Bill which were
the result of compromises bhetween
the National Land Committee and the
SA Agricultural Union, and submis-
sions by the judges of the Land
Claims Court, After debate in the Sen-
aie today the Bill will again have tobe
considered by the National Assembly.
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| DISMISSED Appleth-

waite farm: workers in
Grahouw, all ‘hembers
of Cosatus South, Afri-
éan, Agrlcultural Plan—
tatlon and Alhecl Work-
ers’ Umon (Saapawu)
have béen Treinstated af-.
ter Antervention from

the Western .Cape, De-|
‘ partment of Labour o

i .1 The 410 workers, who
were dismissed on Feb-

ruary 8 after gomg onf

an'illega] stike, returnecl

to work’ today after .
| Western Cape Director |

of ‘T'shour’ ‘Bfian Wﬂ-

.| liams succeeded in get-

ting management and
the union-to meet, -. .
Farm managenient
declmedJ to comment,
but, Saapa U praised; the
ro]e of; the rovmcral de-

partment’ itt vhelpmg to|"

resolve'the dispute, i
“The department dnd
its: direetor, Mr: Wil-
liams, playedr a crucral
role in helpmg manag-
ment: and Saapawy-re-

solve the dlspute 'I“hls'\is .
a Welcome change 15n thef .
Department of. Labour a N
said’ Edward Jackson '
reg:one‘ “secretary of ;

can- workers weré*ihemg
housed in a -separate,
smgle -sex compound
while “coloured.workers
were housed in ‘family

'| accommodation, and Af-

riean ‘and coloured
workers doing the same
jobs .arned dlfferent

'Workers went’ on|
strike ear]rer this-filonth g
beause they". said; Afri- {

“!-:- s S




Farmworkers now
allowed to buy land

LEGISLATION giving labour tenants a chance to
buy the land they use and occupy was passed by
the senate today over the opposition of the Free-
dom Front.

The Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Bill now has
to go back to the national assembly to have senate
amendments ratified.

Senator Dries Bruwer (FF) said the prineiple
that farmworkers were entitled to property rights
where they worked was wrong.

If taken to its logical conclusion it meant that a
city worker should be able to get property rights

“in some or other way” at his place of employ-
ment, éﬁﬁbi
d 1

He favou nd redistribution if it was scien-
tificall%gn but_this_bill had a political motive.
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Bv Parmick BuLGer

Cape Town — The Senate yester-

' day passed legislation which
gives labour tenants the right to
buy the portion of land they farm.
Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom, speaking during the de-
bate on the Land Reform (Labour
Tenants) Bill, described the legis-
Jation as “modest but historically
sigpiﬁcant” and said it would

help labour tenanis, who were
“one of the most oppressed and

fragile grcnglings in our society”.

Although labour tenancy is
technically illegal and has been
discouraged for decades, up to
60 000 labour tenants still work on
land on farms in the Piet Retief
area in Mpumalanga and in Kwa-
Zulu Natal. Labour tenants oc-
cupy a piece of land ona farmer’s
farm in exchange for their labour

Labour tenants %%oww lg?g glaey farm

but they have no rights to the
land.

The new law gives them rights
against eviction and provides for
the state to offer financial assis-
tance to help them to buy the
land.

Hanekom's law, which passed
through the National Assémbly
Jast month, was opposed by the In-
Katha Freedom Party, the Demo-
cratic Party and the Freedom Front.

B
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A rotten life on

w women, colourfully decked outingreen  attend.
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23—- 292
Rehana _aommo.._i ﬂmmxm ta th .ﬁE_H. ickers at Em
centre of a political row

the “fruit é_

“fruit route” which wan- scarves and overalls and white boots.
ders through the Boland  Maria Windvogel has lived in
town of Grabouw is not as Grabouw for 13 years. Every season
well known as the Cape’s she wailts anxiously for the farm man-
wine route, but the ager at Mizpah to let her kmow

panorama it offers is easily on a par.  whether there is work for her at the
Apple trees weighted down with stark-  packing shed.

ings and golden delicicus apples send My mother, my sisier and I only
a sweet perfume wafting through the have fixed employment for three
air. months every year. At the end of the

Hidder behind the valleys and dales  season we have to ask for ather work,
studded with trees are huge packing and most of the time it's work outside
sheds, where conveyer belts send  in the orchards,” she says.
thousands of apples hurtling towards ~ *I don't really like working the
hundreds of women who grade and  orchards because it's so tiring. When
select the best for packaging and the trees are pruned they expect the
export aroumnd the globe. women to carry the heavy ladders all

1t's apple season in the Omvnmbn over the orchard all day. We're doing
the harvest needs the labour of thou- the work men used to do before
sands of people to pick and pack the because women work so amch harder
fruit. Seasonal workers are roped in  but they get paid less than men.
fora three-month period untif theend  *But when the farmers give full-time
of the harvest in May. Most live in the  work, the men get those jobs. A single
area, raise their children and spend mother like me can't find work and  Fryittess labour: The ma
their income there, but wiil be pre- farm housing, but a young man with- gtil) sam less than the men
cluded by Westem Cape Local Gov- out a family will find it easter to geta
ernment MEC Peter Marais from par-  house.” “Tvoted in 1994, but didn't enfoy it  that [ could have voted for anyone I
tcipating in therural councilsenMay ~ Windvogel would like tovoteon May  at all. The farmer where [ was worling  chese.

29 if they work for less than six 29 as there are many issues she loaded ali the workerson to his tuck  “This time round. 1 know who I want
months a year. would like addressed by a nmal coun- - on the afternoon of the last day of vot-  tovote for. I want tovote for the people

‘The majority of the seasonal workers — cil — like housing and improved con-  ing and said we must all go and vote - who are going to make life better for
at Mizpah Farm in Grabouw are diticnsatthefarm schoolherchildren for the Nattonal Party, I did what he the seasonal workers. If the union

said and only found out afterwards puts people up to stard in the elec-
tons, they will get my vote.”

The 1991 Agricultural Survey, con-
ducted by the Western Cape govern-
ment, showed there were 79 281 sea-
sonal workers employed in the reglon.
The lowest income, in the Little Kazoo,
was RB15a yearand the highest. inthe
Cape metropolitan area, was R1 010.

According te  researchers
Andrienetta Kritzinger and Jan
Varster, whose report was finalised in
November last year, up to 72% of all
seasonal workers are women. “The
use of fernale workers has increased
on nearly half the farms over the past
fiveyears.”

They added that the extenston of

of seasona! workers are women, but they
PHOTO RODGER BOSCH

---------------------------------------------------------------

1 Farmworkers
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row threatens
Cape elections

Rehana Rossouw

both Western Cape MEC

for Local Government Peter
Mauarais and the African

§l Nutional Congress threatening conrt
action, the clections schednled for
May 29 in the Western Cape are in

“_oas&aﬁ

The ANC is disputing a model pro-

: posed by Marals for raal local govern-

vﬂ. and that the ANC's protests have

5| come too late.

The ANC's objection is that if the

i model is implemented, it is likely to

remain in force until the next local
government elections, after 1999.
The ANC says Marais's proposal —

i the basis of half the positions going to
EEEEHE

R also objects to the definition of

farmworker, which excludes any per-
ki son working on a farm for less than six

months of the year.

L L L PR T T Y T PPYY ¥ Y PP T T Ty

the Wage Act to the agriculivral sector
could resuit in farmers decreasing
their permanent workforce,

But workers like Windvogel have
seen an increase in their earnings in
the past two years, largely because of
the efforts of the South African Agri-
cultural and Flantation and Allied
Workers Unton {Sapazwul}.

Joanie Fredericks, the gender co-
ordinator of Sapaawu, works fill-time
‘bt Mizpah and is the anly femnale fork-
1ift driver in region.

Fredericks says if the union nom-
inates her as a councillor, she wilt
probabiy be prepared to stand, as
the position offers a greater chance
Sguaqmﬁnaﬁomgﬂonw

-Em._.ﬂmrwm made sure seasonal
workers can't speak for themselves,
But he's in for a big surprise if I get an
to the council,” she says with a cheely
grin. N
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Farmers oppose proposed right to buy land

Bv Norman Cuamoer
Pretaria Bureau

Farmers remain opposed
to the princple of the
Labour Tenants Act and
are objecting, as well, to ac-
tions being taken by some
farmworkers in occupying
land that does not belong

The new law would ai-
low workers to buy land
they occupy with govemn-
ment money.

According to Transvaal
Agricultural Union presi-
dent Dries Bruwer, “no
right-thinking person who
understands normal mar-

oY

“Tt is obvious that the
Minister of Land Affairs,
Derck Hanekom, is subtly
introducing the commu-
nist systern of land ovwner-
ship in South Africa. So-
mies of eastern B and
ma:;{eAﬁ'ican countries,”

Uni-
onalso voiced its objection.




Germans set
up SA office

Westphalia would open
an advice office in Johan-
nesburg for small and

ing in SA, the German

gang  Clement, an-
nounced yesterday.
Clement is in SA for
the German industrial
and technology trade fair

| in Johannesburg and to

intengify contacts with
Mpumalanga.

A gkills enhancement
programme for tourism
managers from Mpuma-
langa had been agreed
on at the weekend and a
tourism school for the
province was under dis-
cussion. Clement said
his province would also
help plan a new interna-
tion ajrport  for
Mpumalanga.

The German state
had set almost R1,5m a
year aside for assistance
to Mpumalanga, with
the state chambers of in-
dustry and trades con-
tributing an additional
R250 000 for gkills

medium-sized business- '
es contemplating invest- .

state’s econmomics and
tourism minister, Wolf-

0, |

ExE41alab



By Sowetan Correspondent

MODEST, BUT HISTORICALLY significant,
plece of legislation was passed last
week and is likely to become law by
April. The Land Reform (Labour Ten-
ants) Bill provides labour tenants living on
white-owned farms with protection from evie-
tton and the right to acquire land.

Labour tenants are defined as people living
on farms who have or had use of arable or graz-
ing land on the basis that they provided labour
to the owner or lessee of the farm. It includes
the family and descendants of labour tenants.

Farmworkers are not covered by the Biil.
They are defined as people who are employed
on a farm and whose payment is mainly in cash,
not the right to occupy and use land for their
OWN purposes.

About a third of the 3,5 million people who
were forcibly removed came from farms. And
unlike other forced removals, labour tenant
evictions continued and increased during the
period of negotiations and also after the April
1994 elections.

Despite these evictions and repeated
attempts to outlaw labour tenancy, estimates
say there are between 190 000 to 250 000 ten-
ants closely associated with elements of labour
tenancy living on white-owned farms in
KwaZulu-Natal alone.

Weak bargaining position

Up to now, labour tenants were in a weak bar-
gaining position in refation to landowners.
Since they had no protection in law, landowners
could unilaterally withdraw occupational
rights, regardless of how long families had
lived on the land. The Prevention of Tllegal
Squatting Act and the Trespass Act and civil
gjectment procedures could also be used to
enforce evictions.

This made tenants one of the most vul-
nerable groups, despite the potential benefit
they could derive from the new land reform
programme. Until today.

The Bill makes the protective tenancy aspect
operative from June 2 1995, when it was passed
by Cabinet, not when it becomes law. This
means that tenants who were evicted from June
2 1995 may have their land rights reinstated.

While the Bill does not ban evictions, it sub-
jects these to specific criteria and the Land
Claims Court.

Farmers who want to evict tenants must give
the Director-General of Land Affairs and the
labour tenant concerned at least two months
notice. This allows time for the Department to
try to mediate and settle the dispute.

Even if mediation fails, the eviction will

i

Labour ants’ rig¢!

Until now; labour tenants were in a weak bargaining

91

position in relation to landowners who could unilater-
ally withdraw occupational rights, regardless of how
long the vulnerable families had lived on the land....

compensate landowners them-
selves or to raise morney to do so.

And while the Bili makes pro-
vision for the Govermment to pay
this compensation, 1t 1s unlikely
that the Government wili be able to
do so for all labour tenants at once.

Finding acceptable local solu-
tions is also important because the
problem of labour tenancy cannot
be solved through Government
buyng alternative land and reset-
tling tenants there. Labour tenants
generally want rights to specific
pieces of land.

In a motivation about the Bill,
its drafters point out that the pro-
tective tenancy aspect and the right
of long-term occupants to acquire
rights to land are internationally
accepted and widespread practices.

In South Africa these aspects
are contained in the Rent Control
Act of 1976 and the upgrading of
land rights laws introduced under
the former government such as the
Upgrading of Land Tenure Rights

Flashback ... A Mogopa family after they returned to
thelr land. Most people who were forcibly removed
under apartheid came from farms.

only be legal if the Land Claims Court makes
an order to that effect.

To get such an order, landowners must
show that tenants have breached a contract,
are guilty of misconduct or that the owner has
very specific needs for the land.

¥ the Land Claims Court grants such an
eviction order, the landowner must pay evicted
tenants compensation for houses they have built
on the land and for unreaped crops.

Tenants who are 65 years or older, or who
are unable to provide labour because of a
disability, may not be evicted.

The protective tenancy provision, by making
it more difficult for farmers to evict, makes it
more attractive for both tenants and the farmers
to seek mutually acceptable solutions to their
land disputes.

Labour tenants, as one of the poorest groups
of South Africans, are unlikely to be able to

Act of 1991.

Alongside the protective tenan-
cy aspect of the Bill goes the right
for tenants to acquire land they
have historically occupied and used. Those who
opt to buy land must apply to do so within four
years of the Bill becoming law and may get a
state subsidy to help them raise money to buy it.

In such cases, the landowner will be com-
pensated. How much compensation the owner
gets 1s determined by the Land Claims Court
considering factors such as market value, how
the land was acquired, how the owner will use
the land. when last the owner used the land and
what labour the tenant provided.

Owners may make alternative proposals
about which land labour tenants should acquire
and the Bill provides for mediation around this.

Because the practice of labour tenancy is
limited to certain parts of the country, it is
argued that the Bill will have no effect on pro-
ductive farmers.

Farmers likely to be affected are those who
have not become conpeiitive,
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Epileptic Gauteng employee far from home

ANDREA WEISS Staff Reporter

AN epileptic farmworker who 1ived all his life on a
farm in Meyerton, Gauteng, was allegedly aban-
doned in Cape Town by the Meyerton farmer, who
told him he had sold the farm and the police would
help him find his family.

After spending a weekend at the Cape Town sta-
tion, Elias Thyumbu, 40, was dire cted to the Western
Cape provincial government buildings by social
workers. Police working at the Security desk, in turn,
contacted the African National Congress provineial
office, where administrator Steven Mhabo stepped
in.

Mr Thyumbu said his employer, Johan van Rens-
burg of the farm Gooihoek, had told him on Tuesday
last week that they would be travelling to Kimber-
ley to deliver sheep and would be returning home by
the end of the week. The two men travelled to Kim-
berley and Hopetown, after which Mr Van Rensburg
headed for Cape Town.

Mr Thyumbu said he had asked why they were
going to Cape Town, to which Mr Van Rensburg had
replied that he had sold the farrm and was taking Mr
Thyumbu back to where his farmily had come from,

“He said to me that he was going to Johannesburg,

and I could not go with him because I was sick. He
gave me R10 and said I had enough pills. He told me
1o go to the police.”

Mr Thyumbu said his father had not come from
Cape Town but from the Transkei, and had lived in
Meyerton since the 1950s. He was born on the farm
and was the only remaining worker there. The
farmer dropped him at Cape Town station.

After spending the weekend at the station, police
there sent him to Caledon Square, where he was
referred to the Welfare Department in Queen Vie-
toria Street, and then sent to the provineial legis-
lature for help.

Mr Thyumbu said he wanted to get back home as
he had money in his dwelling on the farm, as well as
a cow, sheep, pigs and chickens

The ANC appealed to the public to help Mr
Thyumbu, whe did not have the R116 for the train-
fare home. ANC member Cameron Dugmore said it
was worrying that the social welfare was unable to
respond quickly to Mr Thyumbu’s plight, adding that
the conduet of the farmer was “disgraceful”.

Efforts to trace Mr Van Renshurg were unsuc-
cessfutl, with the telephone number listed for a J Van
Renshurg giving the discontinued signal.

Picture: BRENTON GEACH, The Argus.

DUMPED: Farmworker Elias Thyumbu, 40, from Mevyerton in Gauteng,

- was dumped in Cape Town by his employer, who told him he had soid
the farm and that he should go to the police for help.
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Stolen cheque/forged sig- | R5 400 Unknown 1994/95 E.Y. | Bank refused whole
natures amount
Fraud R17 600 School prin- | 1994/95 E.Y. | Sentenced to two years

cipal
Forged invoices RI1 326 School prin- | 1994/95 F.Y. | Pending court case
cipal
Fraudulent payment R4 200 *School 1994/95 E.Y. | Under SAPS investiga-
principal tion
*Supplier
Stolen cheques R8O 263 Official 1995/96 FY. | Under SAPS investiga-
tion
Northern Purchasing of personal RI118 Acting 1995/96 FY. | Case closet/Money
Province gooeds with project funds school prin- was paid back
cipal
Theft RRQ0 Relative of | 1995/96 F.Y. | Under SAPS investiga-
school prin- tion
cipal
Increased order to cater for | R1 568 Members of | [995/96 EY. | Under SAPS investiga-
personal needs project com- tion
mittee
KwaZulu- | Forged cheques RI11 269 School prin- | 1994/95 EY. | Under SAPS investiga-
Natal cipal tion
Misuse of project funds for | R32 991 Project 1994/95 F.Y. | Under SAPS investiga-
personal gain commiltee tion
chairperson
Claims i.r.o. fictitious R37 600 Project 1994/95 E.Y. | Under SAPS investiga-
school commillee

tion AlS
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INTERPELLATION %\

The sign * indicates a translation. The sign T, used
subsequently in the same interpeliation, indicates
the original language.

Housing of farmworkers: progress made

1. Senator A E VAN NIEKERK asked the
Minister of Housing:*

Whether any progress has been made in respect
of the manner in which the housing of
farmworkers is to be dealt with; if not, why not;
if so, (a) in what manner will such housing be
dealt with and (b) when will the relevant
procedures be implemented?

SI38E.INT

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Mr President, in
reply to the first part of the question, substantial
research by the widely representative Joint Tech-
nical Committee on Rural Housing was carried
out to divine a new housing subsidy scheme and
institutional framework which will meet the
specific needs of rural communities, including
farmworkers. This work has been continued in the
Standing Committee on Integrated and Co-
ordinated Development of the National Howsing
Board, the standing committee that deals with this
issue.

Because of the legacy of inequity between com-
munities, and the need for a co-ordinated and
coherent approach, the work has centred on the
development of a subsidy instrument which
would meet the needs of mral communities,
including farmworkers, within the mainstream of
housing delivery mechanisms.

In reply to the second part of the question, the
institutional subsidy which was announced in
October 1995 is considered to be the most
appropriate instrument to address the needs of
farmworkers, who often do not have the option of
frechold tenure. The operationalisation of the
institutional subsidy is at the discretion of the
various provincial housing MECs, and is depend-
ent on the capacity in the relevant provincial
departments.

According to information received from the
provinces, the jnstitutional subsidy is already in
operation in seven of the nine provinces.

Senator A E VAN NIEKERK: Mr President, at a
meeting held on 7 July 1995, representatives of
the Departments of Housing, Agriculture and
Land Affairs, and the SA Agricultural, Plantation
and Allied Workers’ Union, the SA Agricultural
Union and the National Union of Farmworkers,
agreed to an approach in terms of which the R50
million budgeted by the Department of Agricul-
ture for farmworker housing, was to be trans-
ferred to the Department of Housing with the
view of supplementing the funds of the provincial
housing boards which would finance the to-be-
selected pilot initiatives for farmworker housing.

The R50 millior was to be used to finance projects
to test two main options, namely off-farm and
on-farm projects. T also understand that a certain
Dr H Dolny was finalising critenia for evaluating
farmworkers’ projects as early as July 1996.

No announcement has been made about these
projects, As far as we are concemed, they do not
really exist. Not one farmworker was financially
assisted in obtaining a house under this new
scheme in terms of which this RS0 million is
applicable. The people who benefited from the
previous assistance given by the Department of
Agriculture, namely the farmworkers—poor rural
people—are at the receiving end of the nondeliv-
ery of the hon the Minister of Housing. Is the hon
the Minister of Land Affairs who, with the late
Minister Slovo, invoked suspicion by asking who
really benefited from the previous scheme, to be
blamed? Or is it perhaps the hon the Minister of
Agriculture?

1 pose the question. Was this House misled? We
were made to believe that the R50 million was to
be kept and reallocated to assist farmworkers to
get better housing. However, it now seems that it
was used to finance pilot projects. [Interjections.]
We need to know what is left of that money. Will
this amount be rolled over to next year's Budget?
What happened to the DM50 million that was
earmarked for farm housing about a year ago?

The three relevant departments are discouraging
the culture amongst farmers of improving the
living standards of their workers, and through this
are depriving these people and their children of
better living conditions.

Senator N SINGH: Mr President, I think [ can
inform Senator van Niekerk that the R50 million
will be rolled over to next year’s Budget. How-

—
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ever, | want to agree with the hon the Minister that
this is a complex issue. There is a joint technical
committee that has made certain recommenda-
tions, The scheme that was in place under the
Department of Agriculture was not entirely ac-
ceptable, because there were criticisms to the
effect that farmers were benefiting and enriching
the value of their assets by putting up new
dwellings.

I appreciate a co-ordinated and integrated ap-
proach to trying to address the need for housing
for farmworkers. We should be mindful of some
of the people who work in sugar estates. These
people give their lives—30 to 40 years of
service—to sugar estates, only to be told when
they retire or if the breadwinner dies, that they
have to move out within three months. It becomes
very very traumatic for these workers who give
their Tives, their sweat, their blood and their tears
for these sugar companies. I think, when locking
at farmworkers, the hon the Minister should also
examine that situation. [Time expired.]

Senator E K MOORCROFT: Mr President, Sena-
tor Van Niekerk has raised a specific question
here. I wish to comment in more general terms.

When I see the strides which have been made in
rural farmworkers’ housing over the past few
years, thanks to the subsidies which are being
made available, and when I see the conditions
under which the people who have moved to towns
have to live, then I believe the real need lies in the
squatter camps rather than on the farms.

For that matter, I would compliment what farmers
have done for their farmworkers and say that if
there are funds available, we should look at where
the real need is, and that is the squatier camps. T
cannot think of one farmworker 1 have seen on
any farm, who has to live under conditions
comparable to those in which people have to live
in the squatter camps of towns.

*Senator ] A JOOSTE: Mr President, before these
funds, which had been available in the previous
dispensation, were frozen, approximately 10 117
houses were built during the previous financial
year with this subsidy of R76 million. This
includes a part that was rolled over, and a
contribution of R428 million which was made
available by the employers, in other words the
agricultural community itself. The entire project
was dropped and a great backlog has been
building up.

The important point is that the farmworkers are

part of the agricultural community. We shall battle
until farmworkers receive a fair dispensation,
similar to other components of the economic
community of the country. We do not want
politics to drive a wedge between the
farmworkers’ community and the owners of
farms, because they form a unit. I concede that the
previous scheme was perhaps not perfect, but we
cannot suspend an entire scheme for four or five
years until something has been negotiated, be-
cause we will never be able to eliminate the
backlog. We should continue with the scheme as it
was and rectify the mistakes, [Time expired.)

*Senator B J VAN DER WALT: Mr President, the
standpoint of the FF is that the funds have been
carried over to the Department of Housing, and
that the provincial housing boards, as we heard
here in the Chamber yesterday, will play a role in
the regional development of housing. The FF
therefore takes the view that we should see how
the provincial housing beards are going to handle
the question of housing for farmworkers in their
particular regions.

We would like to request that once the recommen-
dations of the technical committee, to which the
hon the Minister made reference, are available,
they should be conveyed to the National Housing
Board as quickly as possible and afierwards
channelled to the provincial housing boards so
that we could form an idea of how they envisage
handling and developing the critical aspects of
housing for farmworkers in certain regions.

Senator V.M TYOBEKA: Mr President, firstly 1
would like to respond to the statement made by
Senator van Niekerk. The question of nondelivery
is not the responsibility of the Ministry of
Housing. It seems as if the hon senator is
irresponsible, because he forgets that the legacy
of fragmented institutions, the arrangement of the
past, was created by his party, the NP. That is why
right now we are faced with problems in the rural
and farm areas. This is the only Minister so far
who I can say is doing her best to address the
needs of the rural farmworkers,

Concerning the moneys the hon senator is com-
plaining about, I can say that the Minister of
Housing is very responsible. Her officials have to
sit down and plan for the effective utilisation of
each and every cent and they are accountable,
unlike the NP,

Another thing that we must remember very well is
that we do not have to doubt the programmes that

)
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have been introduced by the Minister to address
the needs of the farmworkers and also the rural
farmworkers.

Senator A E VAN NIEKERK: Mr President, I
want to congratulate the hon the Minister with her
praise singer, but I shall leave it at that. [Laugh-
ter.]

*On 18 May 1995 I issued the warning, and 1
quote from Hansard 1995, col 981:

... that it is unfair to the employees if this
money is kept frozen . ..

We are talking about the R50 million with respect
to their housing—

... while there is no other scheme on the table.

htis now nearly 10 months after this waming, and
the money was not only frozen, but used. What is
the excuse? Are the farmworkers, the good people
of the land, too decent, not enough of a pressure
group? Or should agriculture start mobilising
them so that their voices could be heard? We
should not allow that to happen. We know that
money is a problem.

We should rather motivate the employer, like in
the past, to make a contribution in a meaningful
way and to help farmworkers and their families to
live in better circumstances and even acquire the
right to property where this is practicaily possible,
Or have those colleagues on that side of the House
already forgotien about the needs of the people at
the grass-roots {evel? If they have forgotten that,
the NP will remind them regularly. {Interjections.]

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Mr President,
this is quite an interesting debale, in that we are
hearing interesting things, all of a sudden, from
people who have left farmworkers under desper-
ate conditions in the past and whipped them. We
have a record of people who died on the farms,
because they were whipped by farmers. We have a
record of the fact that children below the age of 18
were forced to work on the farms. Yet all of a
sudden the hon senator is appearing to be protect-
ing the rights of the farmworkers. {Interjections.]
Welcome to the camp of those who care about the
people! [Interjections.] May I be given an oppor-
tunity to respond?

*Senator A E VAN NIEKERK: Mr President, may
I ask the hon the Minister a question?

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! The
Minister will first complete her two minutes. The
Minister may proceed.

The MINISTER: I would like to give my re-
sponses to some of the issues that have been
raised. {Interjections.]

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order!

The MINISTER: I would just like people not to
confuse issues. We have received DMS50 million
from the Germans, and that package comes with
instructions, owing to the way in which the
German institution accounts for its use of funds.
Because of their terms of reference we have had to
delay the distribution of this amount, in order to
ensure that the institutional framework is in place.
We are now ready to tell hon senators that that
amount of money will be utilised as soon as the
National Housing Finance Corporation starts op-
erating. Because of the requirements of the
Germans, we cannot simply distribute it as we
could any amount which we control, so that
amount will be administered and managed by the
Finance Corporation.

To give direct subsidies or mortgage finance to
individual farmworkers—that is separate from the
subsidy scheme which the Ministry is institut-
ing—farmworkers, like other people who do not
have adequate shelter, have been given the
opportunity to have access to what is called an
institutional subsidy. Through that subsidy,
farmworkers on any individual farm can come
together, amass their resources and form what we
call a Company 21 institution or agency. That is
going to allow them legally to acquire property
which they can occupy.

However, as soon as they lose the opportunity of
working on that farm, they can move on to
another location and they will be given a subsidy
to relocate to their new surroundings. Therefore, it
is not as i they will have no accommodation
when they leave that institution.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! The
hon the Minister’s time has expired, except for 30
seconds. Does the Minister wish to take a
question?

The MINISTER: In short, ! am trying to say that
all the moneys that are available for rural housing
can be accurately accounted for, but we are not
going to allow a situation where a specific unit
within our society, because it has some kind of
benefit, is going to rush us to apply subsidies
outside the requirements of policy. [Applause.]

——
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The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! The
Mmister has three seconds to her credit. Wounld
she like to take a question? [Interjections.]

*Senator A E VAN NIEKERK: Mr President, [
would like to ask the hon the Minister whether she
could possibly table her allegations with regard to
the so-called new campaigners for the
farmworkers, who were supposed to have com-
mitted certain deeds in the past, in the form of
evidence.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! That
is not a question pertinent to the debate. ’

Debate concluded. /

QUESTIONS
FIndicates translated version.

For oral reply:

*1. Sen J SELFE—Education. [Question standing
over.]

Senator B T NGCUKA: Mr President, may I
request that the question stand over to give us an
opportunity to see where the hon the Minister is.

Senator E K MOORCROFT: Mr President, if we
as senators are required to be here in order to put
our questions, I believe it is only a courtesy for the
hon the Minister responsible also to take the
trouble to be here. It is very unsatisfactory that we
have no Minister here to answer this question,

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! That
was in part the reason for changing the Rules.

Senator B T NGCUKA: Mr President, I merely
requested that the question stand over until later
today so that we could enquire about the Minister.
We have not had word from him. He may still be
coming. Alternatively there may well be good
reason for his not being here.

*2. Sen E K MOORCROFT—Environmental
Affairs and Tourism. [Question replied to after
Question *17.]

Internationa!l airlines: extra flights to/from SA

#3. Sen E K MOORCROFT asked the Minister of
Transport:

Whether any applications have been received
from any international airlires for permission
to introduce more flights to and from South

Africa; if so, in each case, (a) when was the
application received, (b) which airline made the
application, (c) what was the request and
{d) what was the response from the South
African Airways?

S67E

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT:

Yes, international airlines have filed applica-
tions with the Department of Transport to
increase the number of flights to and from
South Africa. The following applications were
received via correspondence since the begin-
ning of 1995—

(1) Application received: 26 January 1995
Airline: EgyptAir

Request: To introduce a third weekly
service and to add Cape Town as an
additional entry point.

Response from SAA: SAA had no objec-
tion to EgyptAir operating a third fre-
quency and serving Cape Town as an
additional entry point into South Africa.

(2) Application received: 28 August 1995
Airline: EgyptAir

Request: To introduce a fourth weekly
service and to add Durban as a third entry
point into South Africa.

Response from SAA: SAA indicated that
they are unable to suppert the request as
they are of the opinion that EgyptAir is
bolstering the South Africa/Egypt route
with sixth freedom traffic (i.e. raffic con-
veyed to destinations other than South
Africa and Egypt). This matter will be
addressed during formal negotiations in
the near future. There is, however, a
pending application from SAA to intro-
duce services to Egypt.

(3) Application received: 12 October 1995

Airline: Emirates Airlines (United Arab
Emirates)

Request: To increase its frequencies from
two to three per week.

Response from SAA: SAA could find no
“incentive™ to support Emirates’ request
for a third frequency. After a round of
discussions between the airlines both air-

lines have agreed to certain commercial
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principles and SAA indicated that they
would support the application for an addi-
tional frequency which has since been
granted.

(4) Application received: 27 October 1995

Airline: JAT, Yugoslav Airlines
Request: To introduce one flight per week
between Johannesburg and Belgrade.

Response from SAA: SAA didn't see any
Jjustification for the introduction of ser-
vices at this stage, due to insufficient traffic
from Eastern Europe. However, in the
national interest, JAT’s request was
granted.

(5) Application received: 7 November 1995

Atrline: Alitalia (Italy)
Request: To increase the cument five
weekly frequencies to seven.

Response from SAA: SAA considered that
there is no justification for this request, due
to the extent of Alitalia’s sixth freedom
activities in Europe, regardless of the fact
that SAA is not serving the ltalian market.
This matter will be the subject of further
bilateral discussions.

(6} Application received: 9 Jannary 1996
Airline: Qantas (Australia)

Request: To introduce a fourth frequency
between South Africa and Australia.

Response from SAA: Response still
awaited.

(7) Application received: 5 February 1996
Airline: Air Lanka (Sri Lanka)

Request: To introduce two weekly fre-
quencies.

Response from SAA: Not received yet.

Further requests for increases in fights were
also dealt with in bilateral air services negotia-
tions—

A list of countries with which Memoranda of
Understanding have been completed after fur-
ther rounds of bilateral negotiation is available
for examination.

All of the Evropean and Eastemn countries
specified in this list have requested additional
capacity into South Africa. It is, unfortunately,

noi possible to provide a detailed explanation
regarding the actual requests of the various
countries as this is a matter for ongoing
negotiation weighing up reciprocal benefits in
each case.

SAA has, however, been reluctant 1o support
requests for additional capacity into South
Africa. The primary reason for this lack of
support is based on their conviction that sixth
freedom traffic is being conveyed, regardless of
the fact that SAA does not operate services to
certain destinations, e.g. Belgium, Italy.

However, requests for additional capacity with
respect to African countries were fully sup-
ported by SAA.

Interception and Monitoring Prohibition Act;
amendment

*4. Sen ] SELFE asked the Minister of Justice:

Whether he intends introducing legislation to
amend the Interception and Monitoring Prohi-
bition Act, 1992 (Act No 127 of 1992), to bring
it into line with legistation relating to intelli-
gence matters, if not, why not; if so, when will
such legislation be introduced?

S68E

The MINISTER OF LAND AFFAIRS (for the
Minister of Tustice):

Yes. My Department is presently investigating
the possibility of an amendment to the Intercep-
tion and Monitoring Prohibition Act, 1992 (Act
127 of 1992), at the request of the Select
Committee on Justice (Senate) so as to bring it
in line with the National Strategic Intelligence
Act, 1994 (Act 39 of 1994), and the Intelligence
Services Act, 1994 (Act 38 of 1994). It is
difficult at this stage to say when this legislation
will be introduced into Parliament. During the
course of the investigation comments regarding
any proposed amendments will have to be
obtained from the judiciary and all other
interested parties.

*5. Sen W F MNISI—Welfare and Population
Development. {Question replied to after Question
*17.1

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Qcder!
There is no one to answer the question, but before
we proceed to Question 6, 1 shall ask the
Secretariat to draw the attention of the Depart-
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GOVERNMENT has of-
fered to buy three
bavkrupt Mp

farms

Brothers for R16m for

the 600 farm labourers
whowork there.

- Land affairs de-
partment communica-
tions director Maurice
- Smithers said the min-
istry had made the offer
earlier this week, and

was still considering it.
The three froit farms
— Lomati, Doornkraal
and Qoghang — were lig-
uidated at the end of last
year after owing almost
R28m tocreditors.
Crookes Brothers
bought the farms after
they were liquidated,
with the iniention of
turning them into sugar
plantations, but it was
prevented from taking

s for w
2

Govt ogegs to buy 1& f
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ntrel of by the
workers, who feared
retrenchment.

Smithers said govern-
ment planned to make
R15000 available to
each household through
the Inala Trust, formed
by the fathn: workeli'_s to
manage farms, for a
total of R9m. The depart-
ment would advance the
farm workers the re-
maining R7m, repayable
within a year.

"




Gauteng Reporter

Gauteng's labour tenants who
have farmed land they leased
from the Government on 30-day
contracts for the past 20 years
could soon own the land if the
Gauteng legislature decides today
to implement a programme that
will allow them to buy land from
the provirce.

The proposed Gauteng Farm-
er Settlement Programme was re-

Labour tenants may $ oane 1
- A (1139

vealed at a public meeting yester-
day and was hailed as “innova-
tive” and “precedent-setting” b
contributors, including i
Hanekom, chairman of the legis-
lature’s standing committee on
conservation and agriculture.

The programme is marked by
its unusual protection of both the
possible beneficiaries and the
state’s assets, in that the provin-
cial government will be entitled to

re-acquire land it has sold if the

ami(n)zners
el

Around 140000ha of state-
owned land is affected by this
programme, but Hanekom said
not all of it would be sold off in
this way as some of the land may
later be used for development or
conservation.

If the legislature adopts the

amme today, m i
for the sate of land are expected to
be in place by May 1. Hanekom

—

§

was confident the programme ﬁ

would be adopted.
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Eviction of farmworkers probed

bill

By Norman CHANDLER
Pretoria Bureau -

special task force is investi-

gating a nationwide spate

of evictions by farmers of
their workers.

The evictions, most of them or-
Cered bKacourts of law after appli-
cations had been made by farmers,
have been taking place because of a
delay in the the enactment of the
Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Bill,

now being debated in Parliament. .

When the bill becomes law it
will be very difficult for farmers to
evict workers who wete in their
employ before fune 2 last year.

The Department of Land Af-
fairs says the task force, which will
operate for a year, has been put in
place because a “crisis situation” is
developing in rural areas as a re-
sult of evictions, “some of them
outside the faw, some as a result of
old court orders never carried out

and some from new coust onders”.
It adds that “the situation s cre-
ating a spiral of increasing tension
and suspicion”. o
Hundreds of farmworkers, no-
tably in Mpumalanga and Kwa-
Zulu Natal, have threatened to in-
vade farmers’ land, and this has

Farmers’ actions taking place bécaUﬁé of delay in passing of

resulted in wamings from the

Departiment
warns of .
crisis in
| platteland

South African Agricultural Union

and its provincial affiliates that

“every form of resistance” will be
taken against the invaders.

The department says conflict' .

resolution has been successful in

_ some cases.

“The initiative is an attempt to

Ao

break the cydle of spiralling tle%-
sions by binding grassroots stake-
holders inte a process of local ne-
gotiations. The forums aim to
gradually establish platforms of
equal levels of discussion and
committed parinerships between

- current landowners and emerging

landowners, To be proactive rather
than reactive has led to the forma-
tion of the task force,” it says.

The task force's role is to inter-
vene in cases of sudden eviction,
with the brief to establish local fo-
rums to deliver land and develop-
ment to the tenants involved.

In terms of the new bill, people
who were labour tenants on June 2
last year have the right to occupy
and use part of the farm they have
been allowed to occupy and use by
contract with the landowner, and
cannot be evicted unless they
waive their rights contained in a
written agreement.

Meanwhile, the land reform

F

] ?m’ 7

gramme now extends to every
province.

Land reform pilot projects are
taking place in a broad band from
the Botswana border to Kimberley,
in the southern Cape from west of
Mossel Bay to Jeffreys Bay, in the
central Eastern Cape (large parts of
which fell in the former Ciskei), in

| Bid to end
cycle of

Northern Province north-west of
Pietersburg, in Mpumalanga, parts
of northern Gauteng, North West
Province, the Free State and north-
ern KwaZulu Natal.

The depariment has received
5202 requests for restitution and
182 for redistribution of land.
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rural poor —
By Pamela ﬁubM'rémb - .

Political Staff
FARMWORKERS, -labour tenants and rural woren
will soon be able fo become proud owners of state-
owned agricuitural land. - -

The adoption of an amended Gauteng Farmer Settle-
ment Programme policy this week by the Gauteng Legis-
lature opened doors of opportunity to the provinces” poor
tural citizens for extensive agricultural farming.

Presenting the amended policy, the chairwoman of the
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Environment, Dr
Patricia Hannekom, said the main beneficiaries would be
farmworkers, labour tenants, share croppers and women.

Subsidy assistance

Beneficiaries of the programme are those qualifying for
subsidy assistance in terms of the Settlement Support
Grant. The target group for the grant are those earning
less thain R3 500 a month.

But, Hannekom said, those earning more will also be
able to buy the land if they can raise money elsewhere,
stich as at banks. .

" -The policy also addresses the insecurity of tenure
often faced by women “due to the patriarchal nature of
our society, allowing for the propesty rights to be held
independently of matrimonial status”, Hannekom
explained:

The amended policy also extends the leasing period
from 30 days to three years.

.. These leases will include an option to purchase if the | -
provincial government disposes of the land at the end of
the lease period.

"Hannekom said this will allow adequate time for
the tenant farmer to establish the viability of a pro-
posed operation.
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Hour’ “tenant famlhes who! faced.

'_(:?1011 it December Iast year.can.

~have the land; which’ has;

" been’ ‘designated for sett]ement by

< Land Affairs Minjster Derek
‘,Hanekom .

" (The land in Vryheid would be
botight at a market-related price of *

. R285 000 under the Grants and .
Services of the Land Reform Pro-
gramme and there would still be
money over from the grant for
each household’s development
'aqd transfer costs, the ministry
sard inastatement, -

"..This was typical of whatieotld
be ‘achieved when everyone
worked together, it said,

.. ‘Tnstead of evicting the famnilies
the ‘owner had been prepared to
discuss the i issue with the threat-
ened families and was w1111ng to
sell them the land.

Hanekom had desrgnated the
land for settlement on Tuesday,
enabling a formal agreement to be
finalised, the Staternent sard
e An appllcatwn by ‘about?
5000 Tembisa squatters for leaves

. to appeal against an evrcnon order
was dismissed “in the" Rar}d
Suprerne Court on Tuesday

; The squatters were appealmg ’

‘ agamst an eviction order obtarned

5 by the Edenvale-Modderfontem
«coun¢il last month. They were
. given 30 days to leave the Mtham-
beka Section area,

Counsel for the' squatters Jan-
nie Kotze said he was not Sure

j what his clients’ next move would
be——Sapa TR
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Wineland farmworkers claim they are paid R1,90 and a bottle .

ADELEBALEFTA and
TASLIMA VILJOEN

Staff Reporters

SEASONAL farm labourers in
outlying rural areas are being
lured onto farms in the
winelands, including Paari,
Wellington and Stellebosch,
with false promises of fair wages
and decent aceommodation.

But when it eomes to delivery,
many farmworkers have found
themselves worse off than
before. Community organisa-
tions and advice offices in
wineland fowns report that
unfair labour practices, assaults
and evictions are rife on most
farms in the area.

In arecent case, Paarl farmer
Louis XKirsten allegedly paid

his workers as little as R1,90
after deductions and a bottle of
wine for a 13-hour day’s work.
That’s about 14,5 cents an hour.

Community workers said
farmworkers from Victoria West
had been promised a free meal,
accommodation and a reason-
able wage. But when they
arrived, the 75 farmworkers and
their families were housed in six
small dark rooms with little san-
itation. Instead of free meals,
they had to pay for food bought
from the farmer’s shop. The
money was deducted from their
R12 a day wage packet.

Pay slips shown to SATUR-
DAY Argus by the workers
showed deductions for punish-
ment (straf) for backechatting the
farmer, failing to call him

M Abuse of farmworkers by unscrupulous farmers
continues unabated despite a new Labour Relations
Act which offers labourers protection against unfair

labour practice.

“baas” and being absent due
to illness,

The workers tried to leave
after enduring these conditions
—deseribed by community work-
er Marthinus Gouws as “inhu-
mane” and “revolting” - for four
weeks, but Mr Kirsten allegedly
brevented them from doing so.

Some workers contacted the
local ANC office, which sent
some of its members with a rep-
resentative from the Depart-
ment of Labour to visit Mr
Kirsten. After negotiations with
the farmer’s lawyer the workers

were allowed to leave. Trans-
port was organised to take them
home.

When contacted about the
maftter Mr Kirsten refused to
comment.

Nicky Taylor of the Centre
for Rural Legal Studies said
unfair labour practices oc-
curred regularly on some farms.

She said it was difficult for
advice offices and other para-
legals get legal recourse for
seasonal workers because they
were hard to track down.

“They can be scattered over

i uﬁb\m %ow.sw%\\MMm work

some distance and it’s difficult
to get them together to enforce
their rights. When they go home
it’s not easy to get them back to
court.

“If the matter is taken to the
eivil court then the case has to
be heard in a court close to \
where the infringement of their |
rights occurred. In this case the
workers from Victoria West
would have to come to Paarl,” _
she said.

Ms Taylor added it was an
unfair labour practice to house
workers in inhumane living con-
ditions. “The issue ean bhe |
referred to the agricultural i
court, but by the time the case is
heard the workers will have

gone hiome,” she added. .

Punitive deductions were also |
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Safety plan
for w%kers

THE Ahead Foundation and the National Occupa-
tional Safety Association yesterday announced a plan

to provide ty and health trainin 21' i tu?l
workers. gl f 2,71? s

The gfogramme, aimed at helping farmworkers to
improve their health and safety in the workplace, was
officiaily launched by Get Ahead Foundation chairman

Dr Nthato Motlana,

The project will provide training in all aspects of |-

occupational safety legislation.

Get Ahead Foundation managing director Mr Don
McRobert said some of the most common injuries affect-
ing farmworkers were back injuries and contamination
from the handling of pesticides.

“Agricultural work is the second most hazardous
occupation in South Africa, yet the most neglected when
it comes to health and safety,” he said. — Sapa.
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Kriel confronts demo’
by 30 workers at,
Stellenbosch™ 7/~

collegeof z‘ég-x)iculture‘ |
2 e ' 4 ' D

CHEREBLIGNAUT 7 DS
Staff‘l”lfeglorterf B ﬁ /( (] 20- /4 /? g
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A VISIT to the Elsenburg Agricultural College near
Stellglibosch yesterday by Western Cape’Premier
Hernus Kriel was disrupted by protesting workers,

Whilé Mr Kriel was telling future farmers'in the col-
lege hall of their responsibility to coniribute to the
housing of rural workers, college staffers wei'e protést-
ing loudly outside the building about the state of
their own homes,

Mr Kriel §aid the agriculiiral ‘sector couiﬂ help the
province with the implementation of the local RDP pro-

¥ (d

graimme by shating responsibility for housing, health

care, education and care for the elderly among rural

workers. .

The ejtablishment of small farmers should be a pri-
ority, he said, emphasising the importance of scientific
and business training for farmers .

The itinerary of the morning visit had to be

rearranged quickly when about 30 workers biocked the

entrance to the building whexe Mr Kriel was having
tea with senior staff,

* Members of National Union; for Education and
Health Workers and the Public Service League, they
demanded to show Mr Kriel the “dark side”.of the col-

lege. i Lo Ve o

Spokesman John Andrews said the department
spent millions of rands on campus renovations and’
preparations for the premier’s visit, while no money
had béen available since 1984 to jmprove the syualid
conditions in which they were living, o

Campus security personnel, and SAPS vehicles
sidetiacked the protestors while Mr Kriel was whisked

_off to the college hall for his address. o

A college [abour relations spokespersoni;said the
workers represeiited a very small percentage of the
staff., e e '

He said funds had been allocated to npgrade hous-
es in'the Vaaldraai commiinity, but the workers were

_not happy with the pace bf develépment.

‘After Mr Kriel left, the tworkers were invited to meet

with the college management, but they declined the .
invitation. - . . ‘




Workers on
farms set to

unions
EL!:‘N 015k BotHa
Can:g"C% v%l)-zl"ﬁe’q ,Ijb%ur

Relations Act, expected to be intro-
duced in May, will include agricul-
tural workers in its scope for the
first time and wilt probably result in
a sharp increase in the unionisation
of the country’s estimated 1,4 mil-
lion farm labourers, agricultural
sector commentators say.

Grant Twigg, the general secre.
tary of the Farm, Food and Ryral
Workers' Support Association, said
only 12percent of the workers
employed in the primary agricul-
tural sector were unionised but the
figure could increase once the Act
was introduced.

A spokesman for the agriculture
department said the process of
unionisation could be slow and
would depend on the unions’ abili-
by to get tgemse]ves organised.

Unions would have the right to
address farm workers and could
demand access to farms,

Jan Booysen, the manager of
consultation services for KWV, said
it had been difficult for the unions
to get into the agricultural sector,

“This is largely because in the
wine industry alone there are more

than 5000 farms and they would

have to go to each one,” he said,

A spokesman for the agriculture
department said the Western Cape
could lead the way in unionisation
because the farms in the region
were smaller than elsewhere,

Twigg said there were already
signs that the unionisation of farm
workers was rising,

The Actis not expected to please
everyone, however,

André van Niekerk, a labour
law consultant 1o Anglo American
and a member of the Act's drafting
team, said last year that the Act
went against the grain of trends in
international labour [av,

He said South Africa would be
introducing legislation with the spe-
cific purpose of extending organisa-
tional rights to unions and
entrenching the right to strike.

Booysen said reaction to the leg-
islation could put a strain on
employee-employer relations and
conflict could result.

The labour and agriculture
departments agreed but neither was
bracing itself for conflict of any
magnitude in the sector,

Twige said a number of
unionised farm workers might lose
their jobs because of the right to
strike: “The workers will have to
repay the farmers for the rations
and accommodation used while
they are striking, which wil put
them under pressure. The unions
{will) have to provide the workers
with financial assistance, To do this,
they will have to maintain the
membership. If they cannot do that,

Bey will not get worker support.”
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Farming uniops w i e_s_
Louise Cook %@3‘?4 @
D 21y 9

AGRICULTURAL unions yesterday added their
vyoices to a barrage of criticism from political and
business organisations on Cogatu’s call fora national
strike next Tuesday.

The unions warned that farm strikes were still
illegal and would lead to “large-scale” job losses on
farms. Transvaal Agricultural Union manpower
committee chairman Laurie Bosman said workers
would not be paid if they did not work. Strikers would
run the risk of dismissal, he said.

Free State Agricultural Union manpower commit-
tee chairman Daan Slabbert also warned of job losses
if union leaders were guilty of “irresponsible actions”
on April 30. Workers would “carry the consequences”.
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“Tot system must be banished” ;
e 25jat  (4) A

P

PAARL: President Nelson Mandela
urged members of KWV yesterday
to use their “considerable influ-
_ence to help eliminate once and
for all the last remnants of the tot-
system”.

“None of us should rest until
this devastating practice is forever
consigned to the past.”

He said KWV produced a
world-class product, but one that
could harm people, their families
and their life expectations if used
irresponsibly.

He praised the industry’s efforts
in raising public awareness.

Mandela was speaking at the
co-operative’s annual meeting in
Paarl where he was honoured by
the wine industry for his contribu-
tionsto sanctions being lifted and
{th&opening up of international
mayKets.

KWV presented him with a
scroll.

Mandela said.

But it should realise that the
inherited dispensation of regula-
tion, controls, licensing and
competition under which KWV
had thrived was now under
review.

The industry had to become
more competitive without protec-
tion.

The tripling of the wine indus-
try's exports over the past three
years reflected a remarkable
achievement at selzing opportuni-
ties when sanctions were lifted, the
President said.

The challenge now was to
maintain this success through
quality and service in a highly
competitive market,

KWV chairman Mr Lourens
Jonker said South Africa’s re-entry
into international markets could

result in an additional 5 000 jobs -

esources, he said.

A sensitive balance had to be
struck between making use of
mechanisation and additional
labour, he added.

In collaboration with the Rural
Foundation, KWV would launch
two projects — one focused on
children living on wine farms, and
the other aimed at upgrading
health needs, Jonker announced.

A pre-primary school project
aimed at assisting disadvantaged
children would be implemented
on a number of farms.

A parallel project would be
undertaken to deliver primary
health services in rural areas where
public health services were not
available.

Mandela was welcomed at the
presentation by the Paarl-
Wellington Regiohal Choir.

A group of childreq-from the

dela mm__msﬂma Em, crowd i:mo:,‘mmwsma_muo_.mmam 5 ‘ wml Town Hall yesterday when he spontaneously

REACHING QUT: Président Nelson Man

by the year 2000. W = =2EinitaPre-piithary school-pre-
At this stage, 45% of farmers'  sented him with two paintings. —
expenses related to human . Sapa; . L ’

mmooumn up afittle baby and stopped to chat. Mandela had just .no:.uu_mﬁma an address at the annual general meeting of the Ko-operatiewe Wynver-

The wine industry should
carry on to become a world leader,

vaardi
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severance packages on 25 August 1995, At
my request two stayed on with PACT until
30 November 1995 and the two who are
still with PACT are there on a contract
basis until the end of Apnl. This request
was necessary in the wake of several
resignations. Had more senior managers
resigned the stability of PACT would have
been threatened. I should add, however,
that I was unaware that these individuals
had taken their severance packages when 1
asked them to stay on.

Last year the Council of Culture M:nisters
placed a moratorium on retrenchments at
PACT until their new democratic Boards
were in place. This was an attempt to
ensure that retrenchments did not take
place in an improper manner.

Notwithstanding these details, I have
launched an investigation into the purpose
and management of the funds in question
lo ascertain whether inappropriate pay-
ments may have occurred. This investiga-
tion is being assisted by a team of advisers
whe, at this stage, are consolidating all
information relating to the funds. This
consolidation will serve as a basis for
deciding on the most appropriate steps to
be taken. This may entail a forensic audu
investigation of the funds to evaluate their
legitimacy as it relates to the new Board at
CEOQ.

As you are no doubt aware, I have ap-
pomted a new Board of Directors and CEOQ
of PACT to povern the organisation in
accordance with a revised mandate. In
addition, this will initiate a process which
will ensure that the requirements of the
Department of State Expenditure are met
for the 1997/98 budget cycle.

e

Provincial rugby/cricket teams

*32. Mr M T MAFOLO asked the Minister of
Sport and Recreation:

(1) Whether he or his Department has re-
quested any rugby and cricket bodies to
change the names of provincial teams to
commespond with the new names of the
provinces; 1f not, why not; if so, what was
the response in each case;

(2) whether any such bodies have indicated
that they will comply with the request; if

not, why nat; if so, as from what date will
each team be known by its new name?
N322E

The MINISTER OF SPORT AND RECREA-
TION;

(1) No. The sports bodies have their own
boundaries that differ from sport to sport.
In the draft White Paper a suggestion to
change is being mooted, but due to tradi-
tion such change will take a long time.

(2} We will have to formally canvass sport’s
agreement on the matter and n
acceptabie timeframes,

Mpumalanga: farm tenants e

*33. Mr J § MGIDI asked the Minister of Land
Affairs:

(1) Whether it has been brought to his or his
Department’s attention that some farmers
in the Province of Mpumalanga are con-
tinuing to evice farm tenants; if so,

(2) whether he or his Department has investi-
gated the matter; if not, why not; if so,

(3) whether he or his Department intends
taking any steps aimed at stopping such
evictions; if not, why not; if so, what
steps?

N323E
The MINISTER OF LAND AFFAIRS:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) Yes.

(1) Information sessions were held dur-
ing which farm workers, labour ten-
ants and land owners were informed
about the provisions of the Land

Reform (Labour Tenants) Bill and the
implementation thereof. Information
on, inter alia, protection under com-
mon law and labour legislation was
also communicated.

(2) Repeated calls were made to farm
owners not to evict labour tenants.
Both farm owners and labour tenants
have been encouraged 1o act with
constraint in dealing with conflictuat
situations and to make use of the

403 WEDNESDAY, 20

MARCH 1996 404

channels available 10 settle their dis-
putes.

Attention has also been given to the
functioning of the Mpumalanga Land
and Labour Committee (MLLC). A
mediation service is available through
the Department to resolve disputes.

(3) The Labour Tenant (Land Reform}
Act has been signed by the President.
The Department of Land Affairs also
has a Settlement/Land Acquisition
Grant available to assist farm tenants
to acquire the land which they pres-
ently occupy, or alternative land. This
grant also applies to farmworkers, and
other people in need of land. The
details of this grant are contained in
the Green Paper on Land Policy,
which is available.

However, the Provincial Works Departments,
under whose jurisdiction roads and bridges fall,
are trying their level best to contain the ddmage
caused by recent floods.

Paying out social pensions in Westgrn Cape:
tender

*35. Ms § C VAN DER MEBWE asked the
Minister for Welfare and Popdlation Develop-
ment: /

4
(1) Whether a certain gompany, the name of
which has been fdmished to his Depari-
ment for the pugtose of his reply, has been
awarded the [énder for paying out sucil

pensions m the Westeru Cape; if o,

(2) whether ie said company has commenced
the payshent of such pensions; 1f not, why
not; if'so, where are the pay points;

Floods: reconstruction of roads/bridges/public
buildings

#34, Mr I § MGIDI asked the Minister of Public
Works:

Whether, in view of the damage caused by the
recent floods, his Depariment intends adapting
its programmes in order to assist in the recon- n\
struction of damaged roads, bridges and publig’
buildings; if not, why not; if so, what are the
relevant details? ‘
N324E

The MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS: ,’

The scope for redirecting the existing Depart-
ment’s National Public Works Programme to
address the damages caused c«\ the recent
floods, is very limited. /

The Community Based ZPublic
Programme received R250 fhi
RDP fund. This amount haé been directed to

ture projects throughout fhe country. A further
R100 million has beeny allocated to medium
sized pilot projects in i

As of March 1996, afmost all the funds (R350
million) have beed committed to projects.
Where commitment has not been completed,
provinces are finalising project appraisal. The
Depariment has always and is still requesting
more funds for the programme as the demands
for rural infrastructure and job creation are
obvious for everyone to see.

(3) whéther the said company has tendered for
sifnilar contracts in any other provinces; if
4o, in which specified provinges;

(44 whether any contracts in the said provinces

// have been awarded to this company; if so,

/ in which specified provinces;

(5) whether he or his Department 15 taking any
steps to have the suid company disquali-
fied from tendering for pension payment
contracts pending the outcome of the
investigation by the Office for Serious
Economic Offences into allegations of
corruption and allegations of the payment
of bribes to officials of the Department and
public representatives; if not, why not; if
so, what steps?

N326E

The MINISTER FOR WELFARE AND POPU-
LATION AND DEVELOPMENT:

(1) Yes, the tender for paying out pensions has
been awarded to NISEC by the Westem
Cape Provincial Government. The-scope
of the tender is limited to the payout of
cash at paypoints and does not include
other methods of payment such as bank
payments and Post Office payments;

(2) yes, at paypoints in George, Lawaaikamp,
Mossel  Bay, Knysna, Sedgefield,
Plettenberg Bay, Ruversdale, Albertinia,
Heidelberg, Oudtshoomn, Beaufort West,
Murraysburg, Guguletu, Langa, Nyanga,
Khayetitsha, Lingulethu, Mfuleni,
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PRESIDENT Nelson Mandela's call
for the notorious “dop system” to
be abolished appears largely to
have been heeded, but a visit to the
Robertson district revealed that a
sirnilar system is still operating on
several farms there.

Although farmers in the area no
longer substitute wine for wages,
farm labourers are still being issued
large quantities of free wine daily.

Labourers are given a dop (small
can) in the morning, another at
lunchtime and a full bottle of wine
at the end of the day’s work.

Robertson’s mayor Mr Peter
Bruintjles, who accompanied a
Cape Times team to one farm,
expressed outrage at what he called
a “practice out of the slave era”. It
was, he said, “totally unacceptable
today”.

Last week Mandela admonished
farmers for the system and called
for it “to be eliminated once and for
ail”.

Addressing KWV members in
Paari, he urged them to help
destroy the “devastating practice”
that “harmed people, their famities
and their life expectations”.

But if the labourers no longer
get wine instead of wages, many
continue to depend on free wine
handouts on several farms in the
Vinkrivier and Elandia areas.

A leader among the farm
labourers, Mr Henry Jansen, said
that after a while labourers became
totally dependent on the wine.

In some cases labourers had to
drink wine ar go thirsty. "They
aren't offered coffee or tea — only
wine,” he said.

“If a labourer drinks more than
half a litre a night he goes to bed
drunk and his home suffers and his
children suffer.”

Mr Kerools Olckers has worked
on the farm Elandria for more than
20 years, and the dop system has
been in use for as long as he can
remember,

The bottle of wine he takes
home is low-grade “mos”, not suit-
able for the market,

He said he works from 7am to
6pm and is given wine twice a day
— a glass at lunchtime and a bottle
in the evening. He also gets a dop
on Saturdays and a half a bottle on Sun-
days. The morning dop had been dis-
continued on Monday.

“The wine is not part of our wages; it
is given to us as a present,” he said.

The labourers take their bottles to the
store in the evening and the farmer fills
them with wine at a tap.

The system is voluntary, but Olckers
has never refused. “When we are tired

“present” from the farmer.

we look forward to it,” he said. “I drink a
bottle of wine every night, but it doesn't
affect me.”

The farmer, Mr A Cilliers, could not
be reached for comment.

Bruintjies said he had lived for 10
years on a farm where the dop system
was practised.

“It breaks people’s motale and their
family life. How does adiynte ratber <2

for his family? What respect do children
have for parents who drink all the time?”
He called for farm labourers to be
paid more money.
Olckers is paid about R240 for three
weeks’ work. After food deductions, he
receives about R160.

Mrs Hanna Olckers showed us her
husband’s last pay slip. Food they

bought from the fanmer carie W 1273 60

ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER DOP: Farm Iabourer Mr Kerools Olckers arrives horie after work each night with a bottle of wine —a

PICTURE : BENNY GOOL

She is unhappy about the amount
they paid for food. “It could never have
come to so much,” she says,

She is unabte to calculate exactly
how much her groceries cost, and is too
scared to question the farmer.

But there is at least a measure of regu-
larity in the labourers lives: They know

&hat ToOmorrow evening they will came
B S W O i i
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By Waghied Misbach :
political Reporter

ARMERS HAVE BEEN blocking

local government election can-

didates in the rural arcas from

canvassing on their farms, and
in one case have even threatened 10
shoot canvassers, the African National
Congress has claimed.

The head of the ANC's rural task
teamn, Marius Fransmatl, said yesterday
that farmers wanted he ANC to give
them five days notice before they are
allowed to speak to voters on their farms.

But Fransman said that this potice
period was only valid for the 1994
clection. According to current faw,
canvassers are only required (o inform
farmers that they will be coming tO
speak to workers. after working hours,
surd Fransman. -

In one incident in the (verberg
area, ANC advice office workers were
1old by farmers that if they tried 10
cnter their farms without the five-day
notice period, farmers will “not hesi-
tate to shoot them”. .

Fransman said that the farmers
were being backed by the Western

o v—— e

Farmwbrkers may again
by employers of voting opportunity
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Cape Agricultural Union — a body rep-
resenting farmers.

The Western Cape Agricuitural
Union could not be reached for com-
ment at the time of going 10 Press.

However, Fransman said farm-
workers were among the most exploit-
ed workers in the country, who were
still being paid according to the notori-
ous “dop’ system. This is the syster
where farmers pay workers with wine
cvery day. as part of wages.

Other probiems that had to be dealt
with in the rural areas included assaults
on workers, child labour, evictions,
1and claims, basic services m the rural
areas, and housing, he said.

~There have been @ pumber of
assaults on workers in the past few
weeks in many areas, and the ANC is
currently laymg charges against farm-
crs.” said Fransman. also predicting that
the ANC may not win in the rural arcas.

The party received a mere nine per-
cent of the vote 1 the 1994 general
clection — but was copfident of making
major gains. The ANC was focusing
s campaign on the 27 transitional
pepresentative councils which will be
clected on May 20,

it e m—— J—— ——
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QUESTIONS the sitting. I therefore request that the answer to
tIndicates translated versjon. the question be tabled.

For oral reply: The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! It is

Executive Deputy President (Mr T M Mbeki

Senator H G MAKGOTHI: Mr Preside
been directed by chief Whip Ngcuka t
because he will be late for this st

request that the questions whi
Question Paper for reply b
Mbeki stand over until n

ng, and to
appear on the
eputy President
week, because the

*1. Sen § D FIS

dent(Mr TM M

—Executive Deputy Presi-
i). [Question standing over.]

'ANEPOEL—Executive Deputy
President T M Mbeki.}t [Question standing

over.]

standing over from Thursday,
8 March 1996:

Housing for farmworkers: proposals

*u.mmn>m<>zzﬁﬂmwhmmw&ﬂrn§m.a
of Housing:t ﬂ._u
&)

(1) Whether she or her Department
ering implementing proposals for the
building of housing for farmworkers; if
not, why not; if so, what are the relevant
details;

{2) whether she or her Department has con-
sulted any bodies with regard to these
proposals; if not, why not; if so, which
bodies;

(3) Whether any such bodies have commented
on these proposals; if so, what was the
naturg of their comments;

(4) whether she will consider tabling such
commients; if not, why not; if so, what are

. the relevant details? >
o S146E

Senator J A JOOSTE: Mr President, T have to
apologise for Senator Van Nickerk. He could not
be present this afterncon, because he had to leave
on a flight to Kimberley and could not make it to

possible for the hon the Minister to answer the
question verbatim or, as the Romans would put it,
viva voce, that is by word of mouth. Alternatively,
she may table the response. What would the
Minister prefer to do? Is she ready to answer the
question?

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Mr President, I
am ready to answer the question if that is going to
be useful, given that the person who requested the
answer to this question is not present. The reason
I am saying this is that [ am responding to this
question for the second or third time in this
House. I wonder if I shall not be asked for a fourth
or fifth time to come and respond to the same
question, unless somebody will receive it on the
hon member’s behalf.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! It is
completely within the discretion of the hon the
Minister to decide whether to answer now or not,
or to have the question stand over until the next
time, when the hon senator will be present. What
would the hon the Minister prefer?

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: I will answer the
question.

(1) Yes. Farmworker housing was dealt with
in the framework of rural housing by the
Joint Technical Committee: Rural Housing
(chaired jointly by the National Housing
Forum and the Department of Housing),
with a view to developing a new housing
subsidy scheme and institutional frame-
work for rural housing, This work is being
continued in the Standing Committee Inte-
grated and Coordinated Development of
the National Housing Board. Varions alter-
native approaches to farmworker housing
were investigated. Resulting from the
legacy of fragmented institutional arrange-
ments in the housing sector (which lead to
huge disparaties between communities), as
well as the pecessity for a coordinated and
integrated approach, the focus is on a
subsidy instrument which will address the
needs of farmworkers and rural communi-
ties in the “mainstream™ of housing deliv-
ery mechanisms. Within this framework
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farmworkers’ housing needs can be ad-
dressed as follows:

(i) In the case where farmworkers are
housed in an approved town (with
freehold tenure), they can {provided
the household income is less than
R3 500 per month) qualify for a hous-
ing subsidy on either an individuat or
project basis.

(ii) The Institutional Subsidy, announced
in December 1995, is currently the
most appropriate subsidy instrument
to address the needs of farmworkers
who cannot get freehold tenure (as s
often the case with workers living on
farms). This subsidy instrument pro-
vides for the creation of a legal entity,
such as for example a Section 21
company envisaged in terms of the
Companies Act Such a legal entity
receives the subsidy and manages the
assets in terms of the conditions of
establishment of the entity, The ad-
vantage of such an approach is that it
is flexible to adapt to the varying
conditions in rural areas and that
farm- workers, when they have such a
need, may give up their share in the
scheme and may access a de nove
subsidy elsewhere. The implementa-
tion of the institutional subsidy was
left to the discretion of the various
provincial ministries of housing and is
dependent on the capacity of the
relevant provincial department. Ac-
cording to information received from
the provinces, seven provinces have
to date implemented the institutional
subsidy.

(2) Yes. Farmworker housing was addressed
in the widely representative Joint Techni-
cal Committee: Rural Housing and the
further developiment of the scheme (spe-
cifically regarding the wider promotion
thercof and possible additional institu-
“tional arrangements) is curmrently being
addressed by the Standing Committee”
Integrated and Coordinated Development
of the National Housing Board.

Approximately 24 organisations were con-
sufted. and made their input. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture was requested last
year to consider the transfer of the

farmworker housing function to the De-
pariment of Housing as well as an amount
of R50 million which had been earmarked
for farmworker housing in the 1995/96
financial year, In spite of reminders we
have not had a reply to date.

(3) Yes. The various alternative approaches
were discussed in the Joint Technical
Committee Rural Housing and verbal
comments were given. The Standing Com-
“mittee on Integrated and Coordinated De-
velopment envisage that a workshop on
tural housing (including farmworker hous-
ing} will be held in order to obtain further
comments. During the workshop the re-
finement of the various subsidy instru-
ments and the institutional arrangements
will be further discussed.

(4) No. Written comments were not requested.

Housing for farmworkers:
directives by German bodies

*3. Sen J A JOOSTE asked the Minister of
Housing:§

(1) Whether any German bodies have laid
down any directives with regard to the
administration of money appropriated by
them in respect of housing  for
farmworkers; if not, what is the position in
this regard; if so, what directives;

(2) whether her Department has to date suc-
ceeded in meeting these requirements; if
so, what are the relevant details; if not, (a)
why not and (b) when will her Department
be able to meet such requirements;

(3) whether it has already been decided how
this money will be used; if not, why not; if
so, what are the relevant details?

S147E
The MINISTER OF HOUSING:

(1) Yes. During 1994 the German Minister for
Economic Cooperation annourced that a
grant of 50 million Dm bad been made
available for farm worker housing, During
a number of negotiations with the German
Government it was agreed that the scope of
the grant be broadened to focus on rural
housing. Various proposéd rural housing
projects were investigated with the assist-
ance of consultants funded by Germany.
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Flowing from the investigations and the
negotiations with the German representa-
tives it has been agreed to use the grant to
establish a Rural Housing Loan Fund
{RHLF), The terms and conditions of the
setting up of a Rural Housing Loan Fund
(RHLF) and the transfer of the funds to the
RHLF have been negotiated with the
German Bank for Reconstruction
(Kreditanstalt fur Wiederanfbau (Kfw)).

The functions of the RHLF will inter alia
be the following:

(i) It will fund pilot lending schemes for
housing purposes at wholesale level
in rural areas, through appropriate
intermediaries, to (poor rural) house-
holds not earning more than twice the
prevailing subsistence level (MSL),
presently = R1 740 per month.

(ii) Provide wholesale financing to quali-
fying intermediaries satisfying the
criterig of the Fund, for purposes of
on-lending to borrowers in rural
areas, eligible under the criteria of the
Fund and mainly in the market eli-
gible for government housing subsi-
dies.

The RHLF will be managed by the Nat-
ional Housing Finance Corporation on an
agency basis and will have its own distinct
legal identity (Section 21 company). A
board of directors will be appointed to
accept ultimate responsibility for the fund.
The role of the Board will inclnde:

* Deciding on lean and default policy;

* appointing and overseeing the Fund
Manager;

* appointment of auditors;

+ approving disbursernents and monitor-
ing progress and performance of retail
lenders.

It has been agreed that the RHLF will be
managed on business principles and that
interest rates will be marked related. This
is in line with the recommendations of the
Interim Report of the Commission of
Enguiry into the Provision of Rural Finan-
cial Services (the Strauss Commission).

Yes. The Department of Housing is cur-
rently, in consultation with KfW, in the

process of appointing consultants to estab-
lish the Section 21 company and to prepare
lending criteria for consideration by the
Board of Directors. 1t is envisaged that the
RHLF will be established within six weeks
of the appointment of the consultants.

(3) Yes. See the explanation in paragraph (2)
above.

Senator J A JOOSTE: Mr President, I would like
to thank the hon the Minister of Housing for her
answer. It is an extensive answer and I will study
it further when we receive it in writing. Arising
out of the hon the Minister’s reply, this company
and the board of directors have now been set up.
Given that the funds that were channelled towards
housing for farmworkers through agriculture have
now come to a standstiil, we have not built one
single house for farmworkers on the basis on
which we did before for the past two years. How
long is it going to take before farmwoarkers can
have access to the money so that we ¢an carry on
building houses for them?

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Mr President, in
my response I did say that within six weeks we
would be able to begin to operate on that farm.
Secondly, I wonder if the hon senator is aware that
the R50 million which is to be transferred from
the Minister of Agriculture is not yet in our
budget. It is still with agriculture. Thirdly, during
the discussions it became quite evident . . .

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE: [Inaud-
ible.]

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: It is true, I have
been checking with my officials [Interjections.}
The fund is still in the Ministry of Agriculture’s
budget. We feel that it-is inappropriate to address
issues of housing for a sector within a particular
environment in isolation from the need for rural
housing in all the rural areas. We would rather
operate with a policy that affords all rural people
housing, instead of selecting certain sectors.

At the same time we recognise the fact that the
needs of rural workers are quite different. That
issue is being discussed by the MECs in their
constituencies in order to find out from the
farmworkers themselves what kind of housing
they would appreciate. However, we are provid-
ing alternatives within the framework of our
policy. ;

Sepator J A JOOSTE: Mr President, further
arising from the hon the Ministez’s reply, I would
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like a further response in respect of what she has
just said. If a whole process is being set in motion
now for another enquiry with regard to
farmworkers, we as a farming community are
waorried that it is going to take another three to five
years before we can start building houses. With
this whole rural scheme, does the hon the Minister
not think that the farmworkers will fall by the
wayside so that eventually they will not be
participating in the scheme as they should have
been participating?

The MINLS I'ER: Mr President, I do not think our
policy will enable us to do that, becavse we are
now providhng housing for all citizens within a
particular income bracket who need it. There is no
way in which we will ignore them. We have
alecady started providing housing in the tural
areas, where the facilitation process has been
completed m terms of proclamation of the land
and the availebility of land for the occupants, but
also in terms of the National Housing Board being
able to provide subsidies. We have rural projects
in Wingerville, where it will be possible to allow
people 1o move inte their houses. It is within the
rural housing policy, so there is no way in which
we can ignere rural farmworkers.

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE: Mr Presi-
dent, sice 1 have been drawn into this argument,
I have a further question arising from the hon the
Minister’s reply. Since the funds from Agriculture
were not transferred to the Ministry of Housing,
were any requirements set by the Department of
Agriculture; if so, when were they set and how?
Were those requirements set by the Department of
Agriculture for the transfer of the funds complied
with? | Intcijections. ]

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Mr President, I
find it very inappropriate for one colleague to set
up guidelines for another colleague, The fund is
going to be operated within the framework and
the requirements of State Expenditure or Finance.
This also applies to housing. I do not see how can
I relate to agricultural terms rather than housing
terms, because 1 think that would create a lot of
problems. What we are saying is that in the past
hausing was provided for the different sectors of
our population in a discriminatory manner,

We now have one national housing policy to
provide for ali citizens who require housing and
who qualify within the requirements of the policy,
and that is what we are going to act upon. We are
not going to discriminate or set special terms and

references for a particular sector in our commu-

nity.

However, because of our history, farmworkers
have been subjected to undcceptable conditions.
‘We are going to go back to them and tell them that
this Government is ready to provide housing for
them, and ask for their input as to the kind of
housing that they want. I think that is within the
framework, because even in urban areas and other
rural areas, outside the farming areas, we go back
to the communities and ask for their input as to the
kind of housing they would like to have.

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE: Mr Presi-
dent, arising out of the hon the Minister’s reply, 1
would like to know the answers to the following
questions. Were the conditions set by agriculture
aof such a nature that the hon the Minister could
not comply with them, because if she could have

complied with them, the money would have been -

handed over?

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: Could the hon
the Minister tell me about those conditions,
becanse I am not aware of any special conditions
that we have to respond to? All we need to know
is that a decision was taken in 1994 that ail
housing should be administered and managed
under the Ministry of Housing, and this is what
we are abont to do. What we need is for the
Ministry of Agriculture to transfer the funds. That
will be accounted for, and we will put the funds
into a common coffer that will be managed by the
National Finance Corporation, as it is going for all
housing finance needs. [Interjections.] I think the
hon the Minister is just dilly-dallying on the fund,
that is all.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! I
will allow follow-up questions. Does Senator
Mashamba have a follow-up question? He may
raise & point of order or rise on a point of personal
explanation, but not otherwise.

Senator T G G MASHAMBA: Mr President, ona
point of order: I just wonder whether the hon
Ministers could not spare us this and discuss the
issue in the Cabinet, because right now I amn a bit
concerned, Mr President.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Thank you,
Senator Mashamba. 1 do not think that is a point of
order, but you have said your piece. [Laughter.]
Does Senator Redcliffe have a genuine point of
order or a genuine follow-up question?

P
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Senator C R REDCLIFFE: Mr President, arising
out of the hon the Minister’s reply, I just want to
find out whether, in view of the fall of the rand, in
terms of that R15 million

benchmark that she was talking about, any adjust-
ment has been made in terms of that figure.

The MINISTER OF HOUSING: [ think we will
keep on adjusting unti! we adjust no more,
because the rand will continue to fall and rise. So
1 do not think it is an appropriate question.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: I am not
going to allow gender issues to creep into the
debate just yet. We are not going to pre-empt the
Bill. Heace 1 have to see Senator Taunyane, and
then I will see the chairperson of the housing
committee.

Senator P P TAUNYANE: Mr President, the
Minister of Housing has already covered what I
wanted to say. '

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: That is a
very good peint you have made! [Laughter.]

Senator J L KGOALI: Mr President, on a genuine
point of order: The hon senator is out of order as
regards what he is asking the hon the Minister.
‘That, to me, is guite genuine. It has nothing to do
with the fall of the rand. We are discussing issues
related to housing. If they want to ask follow-up
questions together with Senator Van Niekerk, they
must go to the Cabinet and discuss the matter as
colleagues and not do so here. We Have business
to attend to.

The PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! That
is not a point of order, but I think the hon
chairperson has fulfilled her duty to protect the

_minister, and she has done so properly. A

" Browde Commission: investigation inf§
corruption

*6. Sen C R REDCLIFFE asked the Minister for
the Public Service and Administration: §

(1) Whether the Browde Commission has
made any allegations that the State is
obstructing its investigation into corrup-
tion in the former homelands; if not, what
is the position in this regard, if so, what are
the relevant details;

(2) whether investigating officers of the
Browde Commission have been refused
entry to government offices in Umtata; if
not, what is the position in this regard; if

so, {a) why and (b) who gave the instruc-
tion that such investigating officers be
refused entry;

(3) whether he intends taking any steps with a
view to imparting transparency and open-
ness to the commission’s investigation; if
not, why not; if so, what steps?

S150E

e DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE (for
he Minister for the Public Service and Adminis-
ration): Mr President, 1 have a genuine apology

m the Minister who unfortunately has had to

vel abroad. He requested that the question
ither stand over or that I, on his behalf, give his
enuine reply.

e PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE: Order! I
think that that may be of public importance. The
hon member is here and the hon the Minister is
mandated to exercise his discretion. He may use
that discretion in favour of responding publicly to
the question.

The DEPUTY MINISTER: Thank you, Mr Presi-
dent.

(1) No, according to the Browde Commission
it had not made allegations that the State
had obstructed its investigations. The
Commission indicated in its report that a
lack of a sufficient number of investigators
to investigate cases submitted to the Com-
mission, had hampered the progress of the
Commission;

(2) (a) and (b) yes, according to the Browde

Commission an investigating officer

L, s .
\q of the Commission was on one spe-

cific occasion instructed by a so-
called “Crisis Committee™ to leave
the government office in Umtata in
which he was working. The office
was found locked upon his return the
next day. The Commission confirmed
that no official instruction had been
given to this effect and that it was an
illegal obstruction conducted by cer-
tain members of the Department of
Justice in the Eastem Cape. The
Commission indicated that the action
by the “Crisis Committee” stems
from the fact that it was of the
opinion that the Browde Commission
did not have jurisdiction in the matter
being investigated, because the com-




No help for
kicked-off
pensioner

By BENISON MAKELE

JOHANNES MASILELA (90)
was devastated after the
Bronkhorstspruit Magistrates
Court threw out his civil claim on
Friday.

Masilela, formerly of Witklip 23
farm in Bronkhorstspruit, had
sought to have his eviction order
from the farm he had lived on for
30 years as a labour tenant re-
scinded.

His long stay at Witklip 23 was
brought to an abrupt end when
bulldozers destroyed his huts and
he. his belongings and two wives
were loaded onto an open truck
and dumped in the open veld.

Behind he left his unharvested
maize ¢rop, seven catile and a
homestead In ruinsg

Masilela had. in papers before
the court, claimed he had bought
the 25 morgen plot from which he
was evicted, for R60 000 from Su-
sanna Kapp and had already paid
more than R50 000 in monthly in-
stalments of between R400 and
R500 over the past 10 years.

But Kapp disputed this in court.
saying she had ~old the portion to
Adrian van Staden when Masilela
could no longer afford to pay his
rental.

Van Staden subsequently evict-
ed Masilela by default judgement.

The old man's pro amico {(as a
friend) lawyer Jonas Sibanyoni
had argued that Masilela qualified
as a labour tenant in terms of the
Native Trust and Land Act 18 of
, 1936 and. since the promulgation

of the Land Reform Act of 1996,

DUMPED ... Johannes Masilela {90) w

an action to evict a tenant can only
be lodged with the Land Claims
Court.

“The magistrates court has no
jurisdiction to grant an eviction or-
der against my client,” he argued.
and also queried the signatures on
the lease agreement as his client

is illiterate.

On Friday. the court left the ju-
risdiction issue in the matter open
and it further ordered Masilela to
negotiate with the farmer so he
may reap his crops and, if the far-
mer cannot allow him te do so. he
may claim damages.

ith one of his wives after being thrown of f Witklip 23 farmnear Bronkhorstspruit.

According to Sibanyoni. the
anly option left for Masileia 10 get
his “constitutional right 1o a fair
trial™ 1s to go to the Land Claims
Court. but the snag is he does not
have money for such a venture as
he is a pensioncr,

He noted that it was strange

B Pic: THULANI sn‘l-lonLE

that the farmer had been grante
lepal aid where his client’s rcquc:il
for assistance had not been grani-
cd, i
Masilela's lawyers are now plan-
ning to request assistance from the
legal aid board so that he can ggt

4 decision based on justice™.
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Act formalises
ownership of

Municipal Staff

COMMUNAL landowners have finally
been recognised and now can take
tenure of their own piece of the country

Recently President Mandela signed the
Communal Property Association Act,
which enables members of disadvan-
taged and poor communities to collec-
tively acquire. hold and manage property.

The Acl makes provision for the
creation of a legal entity called a Com-
munal Property Association. Commu-
nal land can be registered in the name
of an association which will consist of
members and have a constitution com-
plying with the democratic standards
of the country's Bill of Rights.

A land affairs department
spokesman said the new Act was one
of four pieces of legislation aimed at
giving effect to the government and the
department’s commitment of providing
security of tenure.

Others included the Land Reform
Labour Tenants’ Act and the Upgrad-
ing of Land Tenure Rights Amend-

communal
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ment BilL wgch werd almdstthrough
the parliamentary process and were
expected to be signed by the president
within a month at the most.

Many people in the country held
land through communal systems
whether in the urban or rural context.
Group ownership was preferred in ’
many communities because of the
social and economie funcuons it ful-
filled,

The spokesman said it had always
been easier for people to raise the
cash necessarv to acquire land through .
group contribution schemes. Yet the :
law had up till now never provided for i
simple and appropriate forms of group
ownership.

“Many group ownership systems
have come to exist informally and
outside the law where people partici-
pating therein are continuocusly vul- !
nerable to eviction.” ‘

He said the department was com-
mitted to a land policy which provid-
ed for security of tenure under a vari-
ety of forms of ownership.

1
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Group
Loll;é;e Cook

THOUSANDS of disad-
vantaged communities,
including squatters and
rural people vulnerable
to eviction, will have se-
curity for the first time
with the signing into law
of the Communal Prop-
erty Associations Act,

. The Land Affairs de-
partment said the first
applications from thou-
sands of poor communi-

ties. . wanting = secure .

tenure rights were ex-
pected to reach govern-
ment within weeles fj

, “The Act’ was' de-
signed to provide a rela-

through which groug
ownership systems coul
berecognised.

“Individual property
ownership has been well
supported in the past,
legally and in terms of
deeds offices. But it is
the intention of govern-
ment to ensure other
forms of tenure, includ-
ing communal tenure,
receive the same support
asindividual tenure.

“The Act represents a
first step in securing
group property...”

Land affairs depart-
ment legal adviser Mar-
go Pienaar said the first
communities likely to
benefit were in the East-
ern Cape. Applications

~were expected soon.

"' The costs of register-
ing a Communal Proper-
ty Association were not
clear, but-she said they
would be ‘negligible?. /-

The "'natitnal’: land
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cc?o‘mmit e, representing
landléss  commuiiities,
said government was re-
spongible for all costs in-
volved in registering the
body. Pienaar was un-
able to confirm this,
Cape Town-based
Surplus People Project
said various communi-
ties in the western and
northern Cape would ap-
ply immediately to form
communal property as-
sociations. <
The land affairs de-
partment said the new
Act would facilitate ac-
cess to credit to buy land.
The departmeént said _
It had always been eas-
ier for people to' raise
cash to buy land by
means of group contribu-
tion schemes, yet until
now the law had not pro-
vided for simple forms of
group ownershipih -
The Act would’legally
"entrénch grojipifowner-
ship;itsaid; 135
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Hanekom: ‘Tl
expropriate

if necessary’

¢)

Farmers may go to court over squatter
i 11406

-

JEAN LE MAY
Staff Reporter

THE dust has not yet settled
around a group of about 20
Simondium squatter families
involved in a tug-of-war over
land with the Cape Metropoli-
tan Council (CMC), the province
and an action group formed by
farmers.

The Simondium Action Com-
mittee (SAC), elected by 850
people and headed by export-
grape farmer Robert Morley, is
all set to go to the Supreme
Court asking for the setting
aside of an order that the squat-
ters should be undisturbed until
a settlement had been reached.

And, Derek Hanekom, Minis-
ter of Land Affairs, has indi-
cated he .may be prepared to
“purchase or expropriate” pri-
vate land on which to settle
them, if no state land is avail-
able.

Mr Morley told SATURDAY
Argus the SAC wanted the
squatters out of the area
because they were “selling man-
drax and dagga to local farm
workers, who are living under
the whip of threats and intimi-
dation from the squatters”.

Asked if the police had been
told about the alleged drug-
dealing, Mr Morley said: “They
know. Now, we are going to
insist that they act on the infor-
mation.”

W Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hariekom has said
he is prepared to buy or
expropriate private land
to house the Simondium
squatters if no public
land is available.

He said a suggestion had
been put forward that the squat-
ters should go to an “agri-vil-
lage”, on land in the Meerlust
forest owned by Safcol, the com-
pany which took over former
state forests when they were
privatised.

But, SATURDAY Argus has
Jearned that the Meerlust forest
housing is nsed for its workers
by the provincial department
of nature conservation “and
there may be problems with
squatters coming here”, accord-
ing to a spokesman.

Meanwhile, two African
National Congress MPs, Ben
Turok and Liz Abrahams, have
become involved in the squat-
ters' problems.

Professor Turok told SAT-
URDAY Argus he had under-
taken to take up the matter of
the squatters’ alleged wrong-
doing with the authorities. He
said Mr Hanekom “had indi-
cated he was sympathetic to the
establishment of a housing area
for residents on public land. If

this was not available, and
should private land niot be avail-
able for sale to the government,
he either would negotiate to
buy such land or expropriate as
necessary”,

The minister said amounts
up to R15 000 would be granted
to individuals to buy plots and
infrastructure, with the remain-
der to be used to buy building
materials.

The squatiers' problems
began last year when the
provincial roads department
moved them from the verge of
the main road through Simondi-
um, where they were living, to a
portion of the farm Nieuwe-
hoop.

Last month, the CMC asked
the court to evict the squatters
from this land which, it turned
out, was owned not by the
province, but by the former
Winelands Regional Services
Couneil. Ancther complication
was that the squatters did not
want to move to Klapmuts, near
Stelienbosch, where the
province had planned to house
them. They said they were born

and bred in Simondium, to °

which they were deeply
attached, and planned to stay
there.

Acting Judge Burger post-
poned the court action indefi-
nitely, ordering that the squat-
ters be left undisturbed until a
settlement had been negotiated.

'




Stellenbosch ‘tractor’ party

M The Stellenhosch Landbou
Vereniging —an unusual blend of
vineyard workers and wine estate
bosses which topped the poll in
the Stellenbosch rural council -
has put a different complexion on
the once-powerful wine tobby.

JEAN LE MAY
Staff Reporter

THE Stellenbosch Landbou Vereniging
{SLV) topped the poll in the election for
the rural transitional representative coun-
eil (TRC) in Stellenbosch, with a catchy slo-
gan which lost a lot in the tramslation:
“Stem trekker en maak plaaslewe lekker”
(Vote for the tractor and make farm life
worth living).

The party logo was, naturally, a tractor.

Chairman Beyers Truter told SATUR-
DAY Argus that the SLV was formed short-
1y before nomination day, when two long-
established, local agricultural associa-
tions decided to join hands-to fight the
election, .

The strategy paid off.

The SLV attracted 2 106 votes, narrowly
beating the National Party’s 2 100.

The African National Congress polled
1 517 votes and the Democratic Party 279,
meaning that the SLV and the NP each got
E_.Mm seats and the ANC one seat on the
TRC.

The SLV win was out of kilter with ANC
results in other rural areas: ANC Cape
leader Chris Nissen has claimed that the
party pushed up farmworker support from
nine percent 1n 1994 to an average of 32 per-
cent this week.

Significanily, the SLV victory also demon-
strated that the wine lobby could be shift-
ing its support from its traditional allies in
the NP, although NP spokesman Jan
Kruger's comment was cautious: “I wouldn't
go so far as to say that"”, he said.

However the most surprising aspect of the
vietory was that the two associations should
have been diametrieally opposed, 1f the
conventions of polities in the region had
been observed.

One of the associations, the Stellen-
bosch Landbouwerkers Kommittee (Stel-
lenkosch Agricultural Workers’ Commitiee)
was formed by (mostly) local vineyard
workers.

The other, the Stellenbosch Land-
ougenootskap (Stellenbosch Agnicultur-
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0 PULLING TOGETHER: Jan Hendriks and Beyers Truter, front, and Kerneels Solungo, Karel Heniks and Johnnie Nuwenhuis, back, of the victorious SLV.
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. vineyard workers and wine estate

bosses which topped the poll in
the Stellenbosch rural council -
has put a different complexion on
the once-powerful wine lobby.

JEAN LE MAY
Staff Reporter

THE Stellenbosch Landbou Vereniging
(SLV) topped the poll in the election for
the rural transitional representative coun-
¢il (TRC} in Stellenbosch, with a catchy slo-
gan which lost a lot in the translation:
“Stem trekker en maak plaaslewe lekker”
(Vote for the tractor and make farm life
worth living).

The party logo was, naturally, a tractor.

Chairman Beyers Truter told SATUR-
DAY Argus that the SLV was formed short-
ly before nomination day, when two long-
established, local agricultural associa-
tions decided to join hands to fight the
election.

The strategy paid off.

The SLV attracted 2 106 votes, narrowly
beating the National Party's 2 100.

The African National Congress polled
1 517 votes and the Democratic Party 279,
meaning that the SLV and the NP each got
three seats and the ANC one seat on the
TRC.

The SLV win was out of kilter with ANC
results in other rural areas;: ANC Cape
leader Chris Nissen has claimed that the
party pushed up farmworker support from
nine percent in 1994 to an average of 32 per-
cent this week.

Signifieantly, the SLV victory also demon-
strated that the wine lobby could be shift-
ing its support from its traditional allies in
the NP, although NP spokesman Jan
Kruger’'s comment was cautious: “T wouldn’t
g0 so far as to say that”, he said.

However the most surprising aspect of the
victory was that the two associations should
have been diametrically opposed, if the
conventions of politics in the region had
been observed,

One of the associations, the Stellen-
bosch Landbouwerkers Kommittee (Stel-
lenbosch Agricultural Workers’ Committee)
was formed by (mostly) local vineyard
workers, -

The other, the Steilenbosch Land-
bougenootskap (Stellenbosch Agricultur-
al Society), by wine estate bosses.

All were connected with household-name
wine estates, which demonstrated that the
traditional influence of the wine lobby was
by no means defunct, although it showed
some new faces.

The SLV committee comprised four work- '
ers and four wine estate bosses and its _

chosen platform was no-nonsense local
issues, keeping away from party politics.

The party campaigned for local govern-
ment to be run in such a way as to improve
social and economic conditions for country
people,

It stressed 1mproved educational and
sporting facilities for young people - “Chil-
dren who play sport all weekend will stay
out of trouble” - and wanted strict control
of development in the Stellenbosch area, to
preserve its rural emphasis.

The SLV also wanted tourism properly
co-ordinated and pushed for a safety and
security forum involving all the inhabi-
tants.
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.Farmefs in trouble

o;er pan UIF )
0 Lffanners, including

Transvaal Agricultural Union presi-
dent Dries Bruwer, could face prose-
cution for failing to comply with the
Unemployment Insurance Act, the
Department of Labour said yester-

YThe office of the unemployment
insurance commissioner has handed
1 630-cases to public prosecutors’ of-
fices, and the department was inves-
tigating a further 5 930 cases for pos-
sible legal action, it said.

The act was first amended in
1993 to include farmworkers, but a
grace period was granted until
March 1994. Farmers had to start

gzy;ng unemployment insurance

P i3 plab




ol

“r

i

overplap for
tenure

Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hanekom put government and
the country’s farmers. on s course of
confrontation lagt night when he an-
nounced plans to secure tenure rights
for farm workers.

Hanekom told senators he intended
to develop legislation and other means
to give farm workers security of tenure
on the farmer’sland they lived on.

Freedom Front senator Piet Gous,
also president of the Free State Agri-
cultural Union, described the minis-
ter's statement as the higgest shock he
had had ini all his years in Parliament.
He said Hanekom was asking farmers
tokill the economy, .

Agriculture Minister Kraai van
Nielerk said that if Hanekom tried to
force. the meagure on farmers, he was
“playing with fire”,

Introducing his budget vote in the
Senate, Hanekom said that despite the

enactmient of land reform legislation,

g

q_ts;

homes eg'if hey are not the title-
holders to the properties,” Hanekom
said. He offered no details of what he
had in mind, but said he would eall a
conference of worker organisations, or-
ganised agriculture and non-govern-
mental organisations in the near fu-
ture “to consider effective legislative
and other measures to address this un-
fortunate situation”, .

Gous warned Hanekom that he was
about to lose the co-gperation of organ-
ised agricultiire, Deputy Land Affairs
Minister Fanus' Schoeman said the
minister would force farmers to mech-
anise and sacrifice labour. He said he
should not seek solutions to problems
in away that created more problems.

Farmers’ unions expressed fears re-
cently that the Land Reform (Labour
Tenants) Act was the thin end of the
wedge which would culminate in gov-
ernment grabbing farm land.

However, the SA Agricultural
Union has co-operated so far and ne-
gotiated with Hanekom in formuls,t,%ng

At

“there .are still many, many reported ¢ land reformlegislation.” -

. casesof évictions of farm workers”.

born:on’"the farms and had no other
place togo to, Hanekom said there was
a-moral and political responsibility to
secure their ténure. W T,

“I think we-4ll agree that there is
something intensely immoral about

1

people being forced to leave their

. On restitution -of land,” Han lgom

1. #“Siregging that these workers™were »8aid there were 7095 1anmsbeforest e~

restitution commission?7 Some Had

been resolved while others would soon
be referred to the Land Claims Court.

~He annoincad-that'in the: rédistri-

bution programine;the land'affaiis de-
DL e T )

‘Continued on Page 2

"

d would accelerate. -
lfmMez;umrhﬂe, Sapa, reports that the
- 7 restitution commission ince
. . -_the settlement of the first land claim in

has announced

Tenura%ﬁg -
=~NE TR

jent had transfeﬁe‘::ljz 8 164
Eg:?}ig to 1021 l;ousehold_a which
had received R27m in ﬁnancl,?l assis-

ce. The transfers had taken;place in
e last quarter of the 1995/96 finan-
year and accounted for 75% of the

artment's capital budget, | _
erhaneﬁgm prgmised ﬁ;t.: .énth the

} cived from the RDP office,
g:’agﬂf ;chiclﬁxlfasclg:ian rzile&aover into
t financial year, the I
?ll:a?i\?geii terms of redistribution of

the rate of

. KwaZulu-Natal.

The claim is one of gbo,ut 3000 re-
“ceived by the commission’s rovincial
office since it opened in April last year.

.The commission said gestgrday the
pregent landowner and representa-
tives of the Cremin community near
Ladysmith wc:llnl_d sign t]g:nagreement
" ﬁ;ﬁrﬁgunigy consists of about i4
‘families who were forcibly removed

from theirland in'1977. '
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Wyndham Hartley
and Louise Cogl

yesterday he would not Prescribe to
farmers on tenure for farmworkers,
Hanekom told an extended commit-
tee:of the National Assembly during
his budget vote that he had no solu-
tiong to the problem of tenure security
for farmworkers, but “T do know that
there is a very rea) problem which we
will have to address, We must explore
together the solutiong to this problem.”
uring the debate opposition mem-
bers ;again warned him that giving
farmworkers tenure rights would
cause much harm. A genior NP source
said he was relieved Hanekom had
clarified hig pogition, as thig would
avoid a host of Pre-emptive evictions,
Hanekom told the National Asgem-

Derek Hanekom, amid g storm of
Protest from opposition parties, gaid

rm of protest in

debate on
BD 1o g

nure -

bly that 209 of thg;{)—;‘)g

ation lived on
white-owned faymg, While it was true
that many were not badly off, it wag
also true that when they lost their jobs
many also lost thejr homes,
e insisted there was a political and
mora] obligation on al] parties, not only
the ANG, tofind a solution,

anekom wag unapologetic about
his declared intention of consulting or.
ganised labour, farmworkers and other
non-governmental organisat;
said organised agriculture formed an
important part of the consultation pro-
cess and pointed to the conference he
had pledged to cal] on the issue,

Agricultural Unj

nion  pregident
Chris du Teit warned yesterday that

farmers woulgd “urgently reconsider”
employment Sirategies if Hanekom in-
fended tampering with property rights
on farms.

L TV T

Continued on Page2

orts that land aj‘- '
faﬁgmmi?e Geoff Buc]lem(lle'rl
said his department, the hougﬁ tﬁfi;:
partment and c;:-g;.rsn:i?gmagn L turp
were discussing : ngthening
’ tenure rights by giving
mwgg:;: to lil;he national housing
suigg}iiy::lﬁ:ixg;. could be“usegl for the
ction of off-farm “agri 5
ggnf%t:lltousing on farms, Other possi;
bilities were the _p:;cm% foigi%lntg in
ing enterpris » 0
gmgvhere l?())mes couldbebuilt. -

4
Tenure, (40

Continued from Page 1

it said 16% of SA’s population
dh?cl;lrjlr‘oﬁrsailndirecﬂg derived their
livelihoods from farming. “‘I‘hfg m
ter clearly does not grasp the fa  tha
service termination is governed by

laws.” ) .

lab%:l:é %‘rea State Agricultural Pmi(:lrf
has asked farmers not to lay off “a s -
gle worker” before talks between gov-

d farmers have taken
emen'tl;‘hgn union’s president, E}et
pGous' said workers were being u-B‘?O n?r
poltical miloage, But b added: Oty

it is established ;
&lﬁ;’;}:ﬁ m1n1m’ F:st.er does intend grgbbmg
land, is it time for farmers to act.

er, Budlender said such oi::

timll-g(,w;%ch depefpded glsﬁxgngi :lvo;l;t
e form of owne , di

gﬁvg?ﬁle problem of tenure security for

those in tied housing. o
Comment: PaggB




" without income, unlike workers in other sectors who received

shoﬂ:kgd tioned that the ' of man~
povier had erifered inl discussions Wit various interested.
partics, including ‘the TAU; but &5 forinal agreement wis °}-
reached with any uniof" Majalladistid. . sgomimmn
*The statement that the rules of thie UIF were unaccept- \

Farmers

will be @2]{ oy

rosecuted

By Abdul Milazi Labour Reporter -~ .., -
THE Department of Labour is to prosecute 5 930 farmers

who are not contributing o the Unemployment Insurance F
Fund (UTF). Ty |

© 34 * Department spokesman Mr Jerry Majatladi said yester-
day that farmworkers lived under slave‘conditions where

they did not have-pension schemes,-nd to ggp;pound their
problems, some farmers did not contribute fo the UIF. -

g ey e

allowances from the UIF contribiifions While Toking for jobs.
. Majatladi said the UF comifissioner liad already taken
‘action apainst farmers who were ot payiiig, alid the publtic [
prosecutor was currently, handling 1 630 casgs. Zrufifie 3
. Farmers were previously excluded from the UIF Act,
until it was amended in 1993, However, the goverment. 3
%?%%15%‘%% o Hnul h 2% Gy
RIS ] ",:‘-:;#fa g’?{gg 't

Magaﬂadxsmdfarmmshadm it paymgnmemploymn[

P

et

Unemployment-

insurance. from" April ,1994,.an;mpnyshad oot paid. The .
department intended_prosceufing, Fransvaai Agricultural
Dnion (TAU) presidént M Diies Brawer and his colleagues,

&

. “after the union had vowed siot t0 pay; ciiming that the mles

of the fund were not acceptable to the farming sector. P A

¢ H@?lsocwmedthatmanyagmenmmsbetweenﬂwﬁg—._
Yious goveriiment and his union had been broken. "S5
2 “Reganﬁng Brawer’s ?‘n‘eg.a.ﬁg\ﬁ;sﬂgla[ several agree- |

‘ments wege broken by @mﬁ%:sgxovemmem, perhaps it \

able to farmworkers cannot be appreciated by the depart- | ¥
ment. The department had gone fo great lengths to reach all
employers and employees in the sector?
Bruwer was yesterday not available for comment.
E:
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Farmers urge
Hanekom to

ircumspect
K%rgricultural

Union said yesterday it had
called on Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hanekom io approach
his new portfolio of agriculture
minister with greater cireum-
spection.

Should he not heed the call,
TAU president Dries Bruwer
would have no choice but to
ask President Nelson Mandela
to appoint Deputy Land Affairs
Minister Thoke Msane in
Hanekom's post.

The call was made in view
of a statement by Hanekomn
that the security of temure and
occupational rights of farm-
workers had to be guaranteed,

“This statement is a sign of
Hanekom's wrong perception
of the working of the agricul-
tural economy,” the TAU's dec-
laration read.

- “Hanekom's statement is a
sure sign that he is creating a
confliet situation with farmers
even beiore taking over his
new portfolio,” said the union

| Zhavis /b 2 4
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‘Stop
By CHIARA CARTE

LAND AFFAIRS Minister Derck
Hanekom wants to stop the eviction
of farm workers — but has been
warned he might face strong opposi-
tion from farmers.

Earlier this week, Hanekom told
parliament that government had a
“moral and political responsibility”
to ensure farm workers enjoyed se-
curity of tenure and cccupation
rights.

A meeting of worker and farmer
organisations would be convened to
discuss measures, including legisla-
tion,

Hanekom stressed that many
farm workers were born on farms
and had nowhere to go.

“I think we all agree there is
something intensely immoral about
people being forced to leave their
homes, even if they are not the title
deed holders,” Hanekom said.

But not everyone agreed.

The announcement was slammed
by the National Party and Freedom
Front.

National Party politicians warned
that Hanekom ran the risk of losing
the support of organised agriculture
and that measures to stop evictions
might instead stimulate greater

Vo

R ommemba e . o

Hekom
mechanishtion ndq_u’)b-losses.

The president of the Orange Free
State Agricultural Union, Freedom
Front senator Piet Gous, said
Hanekom’s suggestion was the “big-
gest shock” he had ever experienced
in parliament.

Hanekom’s announcement came
in the wake of several legislative
measures aimed at securing tenure
by protecting informal rights and
allowing for a variety of different
types of tenure,

The two other aspects of the Land
Reform Programme are restitution
of land rights lost through apartheid
measures and providing financial
and technical help to would-be land-
owners who would have little chance
of owning land without state help.

Hanekom said 7 095 land claims
had been lodged with the Land Cla-
ims Commission since it opened in
May last year. Most of these claims
had beenregistered in KwaZulu/Na-
tal, the Western Cape and Gauteng,

More than 8 100 ha of land had
been transfered to 1 021 households
in terms of the redistribution pro-
gramme,

The Land Claims Court was
about to tackle its first restitution
case.
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Hanekom at W,

By RAY HARTLEY

Political Correspondent
THE Land Affairs Minister, Derek
Hanekom, fired another volley in his bat-
tle to improve the lot of farm workers this
week when he called for legisiation that
would give farm workers security of
tenure on farms.

Addressing the Senate, Mr Hanekom
said: “We have a morai and political re-
sponsibility to ensure farm workers enjoy
security of tenure and acceptable occu-
pational rights in their modest hormes.”

The suggestion has been denounced by
the Transvaal Agricultural Union, which

|

described it as “a sign of Mr Hanekom's
wrong perception of the working of the
agricuttural economy”.

Last year Mr Hanekom fought a run-
ning battle with farmers over his decision
to allow labour tenants to own the land
they were allowed to use as compensation
for their labour.

Mr Hanekom said: “The reaiity, how-
ever, is that there are still many evictions
of farm workers — people who were born
on farms and have no other place to go.

“There is something intensely immoral
about people being forced to leave their
homes, even if they are not the title deed
holders to the property.”

At
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ROCKY Drift is a huge farm

Wn, e Ml v et = TR

of over 5 000ha on the edge of
the Kwazulu Natal Midlands,
near the hamlet of Muden. It
is being bought from a com-
mercial farming enterprise
with help from the Depart-
ment of Land Affairs.

Eight Zulu-speaking fami-
lies and one English-speak-
ing family still live on the
farm, which is suitable only
for extensive livestock farm-
ing though scenic and beau-
tiful. It can produce at least
100 tons of beef a year and
that beef feeds the nation,
costs the state nothing and
raises taxes and other
levies.

Under its land reform pilot
programme, the Department
of Land Affairs plans to settle
230 families on this farm.
These families will be able to
buy Rocky Drift by pooling
their R15000 housing al-
lowance from the depart-
ment, and have R1,75-million
left over in change.

The families will form a
trust which will hold the title
deed. This type of transac-
tion, where a commercial
farm is bought by families
who form a trust and pool
their housing grants, is oc-
curring in other provinces.

The advantage of such a
transacticn is said to be that
more people will be able to
gain access to land. But ap-

L.

The government’s

an unintended harvest, writes GRA

plications for planning and
settlement grants for Rocky
Drift under the land reform
pilot programme show that
all the applicants have
access to land but they don’t
like living where they are
because their tenure is in-
secure, they feel uncomfort-
able because of violence or
“jpsecurity” (that is, tribal
discrimination), are over-
crowded and their cattle are
being stolen.

These are not landless
people, but a Janded commu-
nity upgrading itself at state
expense. |

There are, however, more
serious downsides. One could
describe Rocky Drift as a ru-
ral timeshare development
for the lower end of the mar-
ket. People do not earn a liv-
ing there but earn it else-
where and go there for rest.
Sadly, it is not a market be-
cause the members of the
trust cannot sell their shares,
nor can they use them as col-
lateral to secure other in-
vestments. No longer can
Rocky Drift be bought and
sold. It is now out of the land
market and those 230 fami-
lies and their descendants
are stuck with an unsellable
wasting asset.

A further problem arising
from ownership by a trust or
community is that there is no
accountability and enforce-

.

&T 9b

ability of the requirements of
sustainable rural living, such
as water supplies, firebreaks,
fences, soil conservation and
public liability. Eventually,
most of the people will mi-
grate to the urban centres be-
cause the reality is that jobs,
services and accommodation
are more important than
land. In the meantime its
neighbours will have to en-
dure cut fences, illegal graz-
ing and theft of livestock.

Tracey Simi describes a
further problem in the
National Land Committee’s
Land Update (May 1996)
when she writes, “The utility
satisfied by political justice
is often unsustainable if eco-
nomic aspirations of the ben-
eficiaries are not realised . . .
In many cases, by the time a
farm is divided up, each
household is left with little
land. In many cases families
will be forced to subsist.”

Rocky Drift won't be divid-
ed up but it will become one
commonage with designated
house sites according to the
“Vigion for Settlement”. The
reality will be that a viable
commercial farming opera-
tion will become an unsus-
tainable rural settlement, a
rural slam.

“Willing buyer, willing
seller” is no solution when
you have state grants being
ieveraged by greedy or needy

N groun _
campaigh to subsidise access to rural land will reap @)
(v

.
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McINTOSH

buyers acquiring land from
greedy or desperate sellers.
1s it right that R15 000 gov-
ernment grants are being
used for acquiring rural land
by people who are already
housed, instead of being used
for meeting the need for
housing in urban areas?

There is already
widespread abuse of grants
by people who get onto more
than one list, already have
homes, or go onto the list and
never reside on the property
that has been acquired.

Js this a responsible way to
govern?

The Department of Land
Affairs and the Department
of Agriculture must decide
whether they believe it is in
the interests of future gener-
ations to allow productive
commercial farmland to be-
come rural settlements and,
if so, how much land and un-
der what conditions.

Rocky Drift is an apt name
to describe a land reform
campaign that will turn our
farming areas into an eco-
nomic and environmental
wasteland.

® Graham McIntosh is
president of the Natal Agri-
cultural Union, a former
PFP Member of Parlia-
ment and a graduate of the
universities of Cape Town
and Cambridge
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, shocked. The NP's mmumhmum%%h. simply tabled — to the horror of was in place. Some fon-govern- ulation. The conclusion is in- SA, hence Hanekom’s need'to do
! . culture Minister Kraaf vdin Niek- the farmers’ unions. They were mental organisations believe that escapable, there gre many non- something about it. If, hdwever,
CAPE TOWN — Land Affairs’ erk said he was “playing with then e
Minister Derek Hanekom gent fire”. assumption, right or during the Parliamentary process ed during this pericd, but it is example the elderly, and the seem guaranteed. -
shock waves through thecorrifors  wrong, was that wm—.Ebbmuen.%_unm until & roughly consensus docu- common cause that the retrospec-  very young, who may be related to It must be said that it would be
of Parliament and through to residence on farmers’ land for ment was achieved. The other tivenatureofthelawwsaseffective a farm worker, or are simply a agrossinjusticeif farmersbegana
mealie fields of organised agtitul- farm workers wasonthe cards. way, taken this time, iz to make inhaltinglarge-scale evictions. part of the extended family. series of pre-emptive evictions, In-
ture Iast week when he announiced Later in the debate, and again  the shock announcement and then mmﬁmmoﬂ and his department There is no question nwmn they justice hecause they have, under
steps should be taken to secure the nmext day, Hanekom stressed toiryandgetthefarmersonboard tpck much criticism for making are valnerable if farmers get the protection of old colonial.and
theland tenureof farm labourers.  that he had no selutions. He said  infindinga solution. the labour tenants Act retrospec- bloody minded and decide to re- later apartheid laws, enjoyed a
He seid he was calling a don- he wanted an acknowledgement The labour tenants legislation, tive.Itis notconsidered demecrat- move all those that are not pro- feudal access to lahour which de-
, farmprs, that there was indeed a problem  when it was tabled, carried withit  icor a healthy legislative practice. ductively employedon the farm, nied the farm workers and their
ncn‘mcdmuuﬂmbg organisatbns  with the evictions of farm workers  en importent brake on any hard-  This time he has taken thebullby . { m ig algo right that familieslend andlabourrights:

i and, farther, a comniitient te line reaction from farmers. It said  the horns and announced his in- - they are vulnerable if there is a ° We only haye to consider the
edsed findinga m&ﬂﬂggﬁwﬂrsﬂmﬂw-a that when the legislation finally tentions. Indications are it could ~&hange in owrierghip énd the new traditional payment in kind giac-
'hd re- ‘=% Clearly thsfd xee'tw -4f ‘became law it would be effective  seriously backfire on him, . - owner either wants 16 labour, dif- rﬁ.ﬂwﬁ aver decades whi
e aoEmumaEmm@nMnﬁﬁmW the, from the date it was tabled. Inoth- .~ There are about 1,2-million. ferentlabourerreducedlabour. ~ “trapped farm whykers in pavédty.
Yion " Way the Larid Refo#m Labot# Ten- “'ér words evictions that took place “farm workers. They and theik ds- {34 - Substantial evictidna of Iahour 5. Workers whithave heen harn to
Séna- * ants Act vﬁﬂa&%&bﬁn *on the strength of the draft law pendents who live on white farms ™ jin the agricultural sector will dra- AWMMBE “who elves were

vas .:.;w&ﬂ. Xt wes ‘dréfted 'sééret'and . would be pumisheble once the law _amount to about 20% of the pop- * matically increage the hot munnmm.ww _,mm mmmE farms dod wwwom supplied
& B am - i u.fr‘n.w L....«i.ﬂq. o iy — . . i B .uwunus.m:nmiﬁm.hmwmmwmm» , R 181 farmers
— - * . : %ﬁmg‘. ’ clearly MNMME ymﬂoﬂm& a p!
tosceout theiroliage. = -}

By the aame tbken it is absurd
to suggest that if} house ia partiof
your service confract and mo-

. ment youlose you job, through ei-
ther incompetene or harsh eco-
nomic reahties, that you shonld

. retainrightatothithome. -
Perhaps mwn.u& +f the answer is .
that there should be a period of
ﬂﬂm before the jobless become
eless. Worken cannot simply
be evicted immedhtely when they
lose their employnent. -5
Clearly sometking has te be
~ done and if Hanelom can harness
e
mto povi a
ing solution for fakn workers then
that is first prize/Hanekom him-
self said that ly the depen-
denee of farm wi on farmers
for homes hag lobe brbken.
I on onglevel, thatany
en s b
ated in orilertoa i on
the street. A B_Mwlmw ment,
maintaining the stamus quo iX'the
shortta inm tern, would have
the berefit of allowing state shon-
wred agrivillages to get off the
ground without significantly ad-
ding to the homelessand jobless.

————

Wyndham Hartley
ed in the amendment labour tenania were indeed evict-~ W..B uctive le living on farms.  he forces the issue, those evictions
ar
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FPRETORIA — Government had not
wrapped up details of a revamped farm
worker housing subsidy, but R80m as
well as “functional responsibility”
would be transferred from agriculture
to the housing department, housing
department director-general Billy
Cobbett said yesterday.

A farm worker housing subsidy run
by the agriculture department was
halted in March last year when the
housing department made a bid to car-
ry on with the scheme. Public Service
Commission approval to transfer
R80m set aside for farm worker hous-
ing was obtained only recently. e

Cobbett said it might be necessary
to “review the housing subsidy proce-
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r hausung
dures to chter mofe effectively for the
circumstances of farm workers.

“To this end a number of pilot pro-
jects, yet to be identified, are envisaged
in consultation with the departments
of agriculture and land affairs.”.

Housing department députy direc-
tor Neville: Karsten said a committee
with representatives from various de-
partments would be reactivated.

Tenure security of farm workers
caused tension in farming circles re-
cently when incoming Agriculture
Minister Derek Hanekom suggested
land rights for workers on the farms
they workedon. A slpecial conference to
thrash out the problem would be held.

‘Liiid affairs director-general Geoff
Budlender'said he wanted to see a so-
lution to the lack of tenure security.




HE article by Graham McIntosh

of the Natal Agricultural Union on

this page last week reflects an

erroneous interpretation, perhaps

intentionally so, of the Iland
reform programme.

Blacks in rural areas still suffer in-

security of tenure, landlessness,

- hunger, poverty and underdevelop-

ment as a result of apartheid policies
which forced them off their land of
birth and denied them the right to
become its owners.

Unless these issues are resolved, ru-
ral areas will continue to be plagued by
instability and social unrest. The land
reform prograrnme is designed to
bring justice to the victims of forced
removals by addressing the land needs
of the poorest and most marginalised
sectors of our society, and by fostering
economic growth through giving aspi-
rant farmers access to land. By doing
so, we will lay the foundations for a
strong and vibrant rural sector, char-
acterised by growth and stability.

The main thrust of Mr McIntosh’s
argument seems to be a belief that only
commercial farmers should be allowed
to make a living in our rural areas.
Furthermore, he confuses the concept
of “access toland” with that of “tenure
security”, and refers to “landed com-
munities”. Who are these “landed com-
munities” — workers, labour tenants
or land owners?

To equate the position of a farm
worker living on a farm with that of a
landowner, or with tenure security for
that matter, is not possible. Tenure se-
curity of farm workers depends on
their continued employment. We
intend to open up opportunities for peo-
ple such as these to become landowners
in their own right should they so wish,
enjoying all the benefits that go with
land ownership.

If this means, as in the case of Rocky
Drift, that people buy a farm commu-
nally in order to have tenure security
and a resource for producing some
food, then we will do so. If it means that
the wife lives and works on the farm
and the husband works in the city, that
isinorder, We do not have the right, nor
do we wish to be prescriptive in telling
people how to run their lives.

South Africa is a developing country
in which off-farm income is an accept-
ed and necessary contribution to run a
successful farming operation.

Mr McIntosh believes that commu-
nal settlement projects are doomed to
failure. He alleges that communal
ownership precludes accountability,
leads to envircnmental degradation
and unsustainable land use, I would like
to refer him to the relevant legislation
in this regard, and specifically to the
Communal Property Rights Act. It pro-
vides for a proper planning process in

Objections
raised
against his
land reform

programme
have lost
sight of
overriding
objectives,
writes
DEREK
HANEKOM

Like it or
not, this
farm plan

will work
4 )& sT23 L [96

whicli the feasibility and sustainability
of a settlement project enjoys the high-
est priority. It sets the parameters
within which such a settlement will be
possible, regulates land use, addresses
environmental concerns, and sets bind-
ing rules for communal property
trusts. This Act is a key mechanism
throngh which the government en-
forces the need for sustainable use of
communal land.

Mr MeciIntosh says that the neigh-
bours of such communities “will have
to endure cut fences, illegal grazing
and the theft of livestock”, This may be
so at present, but the land reform pro-
gramme is a means of changing the
situation. The provision of tenure
security and the creation of stable
property relations is an important con-
tributing factor to the resolution of
these problems.

Mr MeIntosh and organised agricul-
ture should throw their weight behind
our programmes to ensure that they do
succeed. As the neighbours of new land-
owners, they have an important role to
play in making them full members of
the rural community, by supporting
their farming endeavours and trans-
ferring skills wherever possible.

The government has structured the

——

system of land acquisition in such a
way as to prevent the abuse of grants.
If Mr MclIntosh can supply me with
proof of such abuses, I will take im-
mediate and forceful steps to act
against transgressors.

Rocky Drift is an important initia-
tive in that it gives people the oppor-
tunity, for the first time in their lives,
to own land, build their own livelihoods
and to live decent lives. They are ul-
timately responsible for its success or
failure. The active involvement and
support of the Natal Agricultural
Union with this community may go a
long way in ensuring the success of this
venture.

We are one of only a few countries
engaged in land reform today. It is a
serious and, in many ways, unique
programme thrust upon us by a history
of brutal dispossession. We have no
choice in the matter — we owe it to our
people to address these inherited
realities, In this, every South African
has a role to play.

Without giving people access to land
and security of fenure, many other gov-
ernment programmes become mean-
ingless. It is fundamental to the prin-
ciple of allowing people to do things for
themselves, and to breaking bonds of
slavery and dependence.

We also do not, however, regard land
reform as an end in itself. People need
land for their basic housing require-
ments, they need it to graze their cattle
and for cultivation, and for other eco-
nomie activities such as eco-tourism.
Our objective is to ensure that ben-
eficial and sustainable use of land fol-
lows from access and security of
tenure. The decision to combine the
Ministries of Land and Agriculture
must be seen as a positive step in this
direction. Land reform then falls with-
in the context of other policy objec-
tives, such as achieving food security,
improved incomes and job creation.

In the final instance, there is the legi-
timate quest for justice. Perhaps one of
the greatest steps we have taken as a
people embarking on a journey to a
democratic and just society was the
broad acknowledgement from within
all sectors of society of the rightness of
a process of land restitution, to bring
justice to the victims of forced re-
movals. We do not intend repeating the
injustices of the past by arbitrarily dis-
possessing people of their land; organ-
ised agriculture acknowledges this and
supports the restitution process.

We need the support of each and ev-
ery South African to make this process
work. Mr MclIntosh should join us in
this — generations to come will thank
him for it.

® Derek Hanelkom is the Minister of
Land Affairs
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Call for review
of farmworke

"\
/|

(%

Municipal Reporter

SOUTH AFRICA’S housing poli-
¢y would have to be reviewed so
that it could cater more effec-
tively for the needs of farm work-
ers, according to the eountry’s
director-general of housing
William Cobbett, ' ‘
He said the ministers of Hous-

had agreed to transfer the fune-
tional responsibility - for the
rights of farm workers to have
access to adequate housing -
from the Department of Agricul-
ture to the Housing Department.

“An amount of R80 million is to
follow the fimction and the money
will be used to extend the appli-
cation for the existing housing-
subsidy scheme to farm workers,

“For practical reasons, it may
be necessary to review housing-
subsidy procedures to look after
the needs of farm workers,

“To this end, a number of pilot
projects are envisaged, in con-
sultation with the Department of
Agriculture and with Land
Affairs,” said Mr Cobbett.

Manie Schoeman, the National
Party spokesman on agrieulture
and land affairs, said his party

housing polic

ing, Agriculture and Land Affairs

agreed that the seenrity of hous-
ing was of material importance to
farm workers, particularly with
regard to their position after
retirement. .. .

- “However, care shouid be
taken that the séareh for a solu-
tion  does %ot Jéopardise this
sleurdty, -+% %L oy O
WiThe statement by Land Affaire
Minister Derek Hanekom that
legislation will be studied to
addréss the probler; means farm
owners will take a new look at the
numbef afid type of labourers
they require, 4 w0 o

““1t is unrealistic to expect farm
owners to provide statutory per-
manence to farm workers and
their descendants on their farms,

“If farm workers prefer to
remain on a specifie farm, a sys-
tem of life usufruct in a specific
house ecan be investigated,” he
said.

Mr Schoeman said the NP
was prepared to join the South
African Agriculture Union and
other parties in making an in-
depth study of housing security
for all farm 'workers, whether in
the closest town, in worker vil-
lages or on the farms con-
cerned.

—— r———
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or thousands of women like

Cecilia Tiki, working on a

farm means giving away
their rights. Tiki has been a farm-
worker for about 20 years and
over the years has experienced
peoor housing and low pay. She
has suffered from having no edu-
cation, and no privacy. She has
few work rights and benefits, and
has even been subjected to physi-
cal abuse.

In the last three years, Tiki has
worked as a casual labourer at a
farm in Leandra, Mpumalanga.
Her three sons were employed to
work at the farm. They work 12
hours a day, six days a week. They
earn RI50 a month - a typical
salary for farmworkers.

She says she and her sons
wete dismissed last month and
they were all evicted on June 5
once they began protesting about
their living and working condi-
tions.

The same day Land Affairs
Minister Derek Hanekom called
for legislation that would give
farmworkers security of tenure on
farms.

Tiki's case has now been
brought to court by The National
Women on Farm Programmes
(NWEFP) after its attempts to me-
diate between Tiki and the farmer
failed. The NWFP says the farmer
did not want to discuss the case.

Although Tiki was not the one
officially employed at the farm,
she was regularly called to the
farmer’s house to clean the floors,
do the laundry and wash dishes,
At times she would be asked to
heip ocut in the plantation. For a
day's labour, Tiki says she earned
not more than R20.

Her stay on the farm was part
of an unofficial deal her sons, who
are in their 20s, automatically
agreed to when they were em-
ployed and wanted their mother
to stay with them. She was al-
lowed to stay on condition she
agreed to work in the main house
whenever she was asked.

‘Tiki’s life is not unusual. She is
one of thousands of women farm-
workers employed as casuals or
used as part of a package brought
by a male employee.

“When his female relatives or
children work on the farm, they

Despite

moves toward reforms, the lot o

Built on the sweat of ferr

f the female farmworker remains a pit

iful one

®
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do not receive a wage, instead
what they earn is given to the
man to supplement fus wages.
It's part of an agreement with
the farmer that the women and
children will do chores in ex-
change for accommodation.

N&mﬂ years of abuse at the

hands of farmers, last month Tiki
and other women participated in

one of a series of workshops or-
ganised by the NWFP to discuss
their problems and explore solu-
tons.

These workshops are also
used to provide a networking
base for women farmworkers and

" 6 alsg inform them of their righfs.

“For the first time we will be
looking at how we can improve
our lives on farms. We will have
to find ways of taking away the

Slavery fields ... women often have to work for nothing in exchange for accommodation or the promiss of continued work f

power from farmers to decide
who should have access to hous-
ing, water, health and education,”
says Tiki.

According to the Beijing Con-
ference report, about 259707
wormen
farms in South Africa and, o

. those emploved m agriculture, .

=0

43% are regular workers and 57%
are casual labourers — who are
often paid far less than men,

work on BBBnHE,v

These statistics are likely to tell
a worse story as long as farm
work is still viewed as a man's job,
savs NWFP spokesman Roselyn
Teta.

Tetela says women on farms
are ysually seen as additional ob-
jects which can be used occaston-
allv to enthance production.

‘Since 1993, when the Basic
Conditions of Employment Act
nclyded workerson commercial

farms, and in 1994 when the
Labour Relations Act was extend-
ed to cover the agricultural sector,
not much has changed in the Kves
of women on farms. -

Few women farmworkers are
aware of their rights, the execu-
tion of the new legal provisions is”

slow and enforcement mecha—+

nisms are inadequate, Tetela says.
Although men are also ex-
ploited, there are many factors
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rom the farmer for their husbands or sons.

that work against women farm-
workers receiving equal treat-
ment to their male counterparts.

These include the fact that as
men’s labour is defined as skiiled
labour, most women are used to
acquiring accommodation in ex-
change of labour on demand and
that women are categorised as ca-
sual labourers.

“Women are often part of the
deal that the male member of the

lo1tation

family strikes with the farmer,
which includes provision of hous-
ing and other services.”

Tetela points out that often
when women are employed per-
manently they are not given writ-
ten employment contracts or pen-
sion,

Also, even though the Unem-
ployment Insurance Fund may be
deducted from their wages, they
are not always registered with the
fund.

“Another problem with hav-
ing women as casual workers is
that they are not commenly paid
for injury, they lose their wages
when they are ill or cannot work
because of bad weather condi-
tions and are often not provided
with protective work clothes,” she
adds.

; aternity leave is also
another issue of debate. Although
women workers are included n
the basic conditions legislation on
maternity rights, the manual na-
ture of their work is not consid-
ered when determining time off
before and after giving birth,

With the R80-million govern-
ment housing subsidy scheme for
farmworkers due to be released
soon, the main concern Tiki has is
that women may be the last to
benefit from it because of a lack of
information.

She says women as casual
workers have no independent
right to housing even though they
may be working on a full-time
basis while men are often housed
on the farm because they are re-
garded as more valuable.

Tiki is also concerned about
how the scheme will affect people
like her who have been evicted
and lost jobs as farmworkers.

At the moment Tiki lives
where she was left by the police
after her eviction. She has no roof
over her head, svater or electricity.

She had to build a new shack
but still has to walk long distances
for water.

“Right now democracy is far
from us. Women on farms believe
they should accept abuse as part
of the Iiv¢s and we have tofind a
way of changing that.

“We also have to find a way of
making the laws and the consfitu-
tion real in our lives,” says Tiki.
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Farm famuily

By Simon Zwane

MICHAEL Mofokeng has never in all
his 50 years had reason to fear the
police. He has always been a law-abid-
ing citizen, a loyal farm labourer who
has never seen the inside of a prison or
courtroom, ’

Now he lives like a fugitive in the
ghost house that used to be his family’s
home. His children no longerun wel:
comingly to any car that stops next to
the house.

in recent times cars have only
brought misery to him and his family.
They have brought people who tore
down the the family’s home, bundled
their belongings together roughly and
dumped them on the roadside.

The tombstone Mofokeng had built
for his late sister was also desecrated.
Police who had been asked to evict his
family have also visited them in cars.

The Mofokengs had lived in peace
like all farm tenants until two months
ago, when the new farm owner decided
he no longer needed their services.

Since then they have been evicted
from the farm near Harrismith, arrest-
ed, given a suspended sentence of six
months’ imprisonment with a fine of

He helieves he is
owed money for
pension, R50 wages for
two months, his wife’'s
wages and six bags of
mealies from the past
two years’ harvest U

*

R2 000 and their cattle impounded.

Their water supply has also been
cut off, forcing the family to rely on a
small stream used by farm animals.

Mofokeng’s problems started when
Dan Grabe, the farm owner who had
employed him, died in 1982. The farm
then became the property of Grabe’s
son Lawrence.

Mofokeng claims that Lawrence
had never liked him. He alleges that
Grabe junior had always threatened to
evict them as soon as his mother Ina
died.

Although the farm had come under
Lawrence after his father’s death, his
mother still had the right to use and

_s_o_.mm_ Mofokeng ... and his family have to leave the farm they
regarded as home for 20 years.

occupy it until her death. This had
apparently prevented Lawrence from
evicting Mofokeng and his family, and
his sister Letia Mahlasela and her fam-
ity. )

On Christmas Day last year Mrs
Grabe died — and so did Mofokeng’s
right to continue Hving on the property
he had occupied for more than 20
years,

He had dedicated his entire life to
the farm and, for R25 a month, had
looked after the owner’s livestock,
tilled the soil and helped with harvest-
ing. His wife, davghters and sister had
also taken turns in helping with the
upkeep of the farm.

From 1982, after the death of Grabe
senior, until the death of Mrs Grabe,
the Mofokeng family had looked after

the farm, including the farmhouse on
their own without any supervision,

Mrs Grabe had moved in with her
daughter in Maritzburg immediately
after her husband’s death. When Mrs
Grabe died, the death knell was also
sounded for the Mofokengs’ right to
enjoy the land they had come to regard
as home.

They were given notice in March to
vacate the land but the family, who say
they have nowhere to go, defied it. An
eviction order against their 16 caitle
was then obtained.

Last month the family was found
guilty of trespassing and sentenced to a
suspended prison term of six months.
They were also warned to vacate the
land by today or they would be sent to
jail.

Mofokeng is, however, uncon-
cerned about this. He langhs when told
he will be sent to jail if he refuses to
move by today.

“T am not going to move here until
all my dues are paid,” he says. He
believes he is owed money for pen-
sion, R50 wages for two months, his
wife’s wages and six bags of mealies
as ration from the harvests of the past
two years.




Subsidy is a far-away

s

Vuyelwa Vika in East London

ELEGU DLILANGA (78)

spends his days sitting in

the sun hoping for a mira-

cle —apieceofland and a
horne to call his own.

Dlilanga and his wife Nowait (76),
are labour tenants on Byletts Farm in
Cintsa East, near Easl London. They
share a house with two of their eight
children and five grandchildren.

Looking across the valley fo a
deserted farm that Dlilanga says was
owned by a black family before they
were forcibly removed, he says:
“Sometimes .., sitting here and look-
ing over there, I can actually see
where my house would be.

“If the-government agreed to give
us settlement grants for that farm, I
would borrow wings from a wild bird-
and fly over that land. I would run
everl though I'walk with difficulty
now.”

Diilanga, who has lived most of his
life on farms in this area, came to
Byletts in the early Seventies.

But his family is allowed to stay on
the farm only because one of his
daughters, Veliwe, works in the
farmhouse. If she were to lose her job
tomorrow, the entire family would be
forced to abandon their home.

Like most of the estimated 1,2-mil- -

lion farmworker households in the
country, the Dlilangas have never
owned a home of their own, and they
feel betrayed by the government’s
R15 000 housing subsidy.

Although in theory the subisidy
applies to urban and rural house-
holds, in practice no farmworkers
have benefited from it, because they-
cannot prove teniure of the land they
live on. The same applies to people
living on traditional land.

Housing Director General Billy
Cobbett concedes that the govern-

am for farmworkers
micr 12-12/3 (9L

men has got itself in a knot over
housing for farmworkers.

It wants to improve farmworkers’
houses among the most
appalling in the cotntry — but it

awants to benefit the farmworkers,

rather than add to the assets of
white farmers.

That's hard to do — as long as
farmworkers don't own land.

A sum of R80-million, allocated for
farmworker housing under the
Department of Agriculture, weni

_unspent and is now being moved to

the Department of Housing. But the
Department of Housing says there's
not much it can do until tenure
issues in the rural areas are
resolved.

¢ Green Paper on Land pro-

I poses that the government
help create “off-farm settle-
ments” or “agri-villages”, where
unoccupied land on or adjacent to

commercial farms is bought by
farmworkers with the help of a gov-

. erniment loan.

".Eastern Cape Deputy Permanent
Secretary for Local Government and
Housing Ndumie Gwayi says this
land will be developed for residential
and farming purposes with full
rights of ownership for the farm-
workers.

“But everything has to happen on
a willing buyer, willing seller [basis],”
she said.

A group of farmworkers in the
Kroomie area — nestled between
Adelaide and Fort Beaufort — has
asked local commercial farmers to
sell them some land. This would
aliow them to commute to their:jobs
on nearby farnis, while havmg a
home of their own.

Ifthey succeed, theirs will be a test
case of a revolutionary .new
approach to farmworker housing.
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FACING EVICTION: Elderly farm labourers Mr Apools Fortuin, 88, and his wife Mina, 77, have been ordered to leave their house on an Qudtshoorm farm after a former mayor of the town
tumed his back on them. Apools has worked on the farm since he was 1.3, and his wife — who is now blind and partially paralysed — worked as a maid in the farmhouse for several
decades, The former mayor, Mr Amold de Jager, promised to help the couple but nothing has been done.

Elderly couple to lose lifelong

LINDIZ VAN ZIiLLA AND
JACKIE CAMERON

A FORMER mayor of Qudtshoorn
has turned his back on two elderly
and ill labourers who have worked
on a family farm since childhood
— and now they face eviction.

Mr Apools Fortuin, 88, and his
wife Mina, 77, have been given two
weeks to find an alternative home
after spending their lives working
for Mr Arnold de Jager, the town’s
former mayor, and his family.

Fortuin, who suffers from heart
complications, was born on the
Buffelsdrift farm and started work-
ing for the De Jager family when he

was 13.

His wife, now blind and partial-
ly paralysed as a result of several
strokes, worked as a maid in the De
Jager farmhouse for several
decades.

A distraught Fortuin told the
Cape Times eatlier this month that
he had been told to move out of his
home because the farmer had
found somebody younger to work
on the farm.

“I started working here as a
young man, I got married on the
farm and I am ‘knaend’ (ceaseless-
ly) still here. Now [ am being told
to get off the farm.”

He stopped working two years

ago and the couple have been liv-
ing off a small old age pension and
disability grant.

At the time De Jager said he
would assist the couple with alter-
native accommaodation, but noth-
ing has been done.

This week they received a
lawyer’s letter giving them a final
warning to leave within 14 days or
an eviction order would be sought.

The farm is technically owned
by De Jager's nephew, but was
hired by the former mayor until
June. Now the new lessee, Mr Piet
Fourie, says the couple are not his
problem and that he needs the
house for labourers,

His lawyer, Mr James King, said
yesterday that De Jager had told
Fourie he would find an alternative
home for the Fortuins, as was com-
mon practice for all farmers in
cases where labourers had worked
for them for many years.

He said Fourie had given notice
to other labourers who live on Buf-
felsdrift but work on neighbouring
farms.

“The whole situation is unac-
ceptable for my client. He needs
the houses urgently for his own
workers.”

An angry De Jager said: “In the
beginning I offered to give them
alternative housing on my farm

PICTURE: BENNY 8001
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but Mr Fourie came to me and said
he won't give thern notice. I have
houses on my farm but they are all
occupied.”

The couple’s son Mr Apollis For-
tuin, who gave up his job in Cape
Town and took up a post at an
Oudtshoorn holiday resort to be
closer to his parents, said neither
he nor his siblings were in a posi-
tion to help his parents.

“Not one of us can accommo-
date them. They have spent their
whole life there. They want to die
and be buried there.”

Fortuin said he had contacted
the African National Congress for
assistance.

|
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" Addressing a meeting in Pﬁ;_t"oﬁa on
labour ter cy, he called on farnjers toact

with compassion when tackli ¢ problems
which riiight Jead to evictions, > ‘
.- TRESA Agricultura] Union, organisa-

ﬁqn§;tepmsenﬁng farmworkers, the Legal
Resources/Centre.and other stakeholders
havgbeengwefn until August 12 4o submit
| ‘Proposal O hoWi problems surrounding
|- laboirr tenancy coirld be resolved: ~ Polit-,
eal Cotfespondent, - R
PR PN —







for farm"?‘

His anfouncement in P

l

.1 -ated-as a result. ;
. This, week he, convened aj
o meeting of ‘key players,
: mcludmg the " Soath
‘,At‘rlcan Agneultural
i Union, theALand Affairs
<;Commlttee and, ,worker

: :.'. : retrospectwe # le sla
..-tion to, curb‘them e

: agamst trespassmg aii

;. cuss ‘tenure security for
. farm'régidents. ‘EI

1 illegal squatting:”

! enhance, fhe status 7o
farm -workers 1édto;al
outery - from - farmers
who feared their proper-
ties would be expmpn.

representatlves 't dls-

I Natlonal’Land Comrmttee

dlrectoﬁ .. Brendah
' Pearce'! _said ewctlons
* that destabmsed peo-
'ple s lives would render
the governments land
reform - ohcy unworlt-\
able because,theyqu | g
encourage squatting and’ ¥
rural townships. .

Pearce said evictions were

unconstitutional and hé
urged the government 40
use all means, mcludmg
expropnatmn, " against
farmers ,who eﬂctedl
‘workers. 4

But a member of the Soutti

African ' Agricultural
Union’s management
committee Kobus
* Kleynhans; said fa
workers were well proi
tected in law and in the

- Constitution, and it was

“quite a story to.termi:
nate an, employment
contract”.

He said a ban on ev1ct10ns

was unthinkable.
cause ‘it entailed, ban—
ning a farmer from
exercising his right t'to
hire and fire andit¢ de-
cide who was accommo-
dated on his property.

Expropriation was* also

unacceptable, he- sald
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HE black farming community
in Free State has been living in
§ifear over the past three months
- gfollqwing a spate of attacks in

which fard schools ‘Have been set
alight, ‘somie completely gutted, by
unkngwirpeople. - % w
Because of the frg;gmg_ponditions,
pupils at some of the gchoéis visited by
Sowetan this wegk
home, -
Police have ientified six farm
schools in the Ficksburg, Senekal and
Rosendal areas of eastern Free State
which wegefburﬂgﬁfme razed to"the
ground, . -*;g',' S
1At Caledonia Primary School chil-
dren now it ‘on plastic chair frames
and bricks oulside the charred remains
of thteir Tour-classroom school.
As;;_;g’gmperat}ues plummeted to
arourid zerp degrees, pupils were told
not to come to school yesterday,
Pupils from Somerhoogte Primary
on the farm’ Jakkalsfontein, whose
four-classroom school.was completely
destroyed by a fire Gd"May 31, now
shate classes with thosgidt Harmonia
Middle School, which was also partial-
ly damaged on the same’day. <7 -
Somerhoogte principal Mrs Julia

}
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;Tmmg co nit
living in fear after spate of attacks

Free Stafe
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(3rothers Monk {standing) and Awu Motaung,
inside the charred remains of what used o be thelr school.

thave been semt .°

¢ farmer have several
Ctheattacks, i e o, cro
According to Mr Jan du Preez, of

Makaoengane said there had been 1o
schooling since the building wagsset on
fire about sever’ weeks ago.
. “The schools in the province closed
,-g%iiune 21 for the winter holidays, but
g have not had any classes since June
§ because of the fire.
“Standard 5 pupils had all thejr
bocks destroyed in the fire. So were
teaching aids and everything else that
belonged to the school” said
Makaoenyane. ’

Promised help

She said the, department of education
had promised to help, “but we have not
received anything yet”,

“When schools reopened on July 16
we still had no teaching equipment and
children had no books and we had 10
send them home. We only started
teach..ig on Wednesday this week.” she
said.

While police are still hunting for
the suspected arsonists, a teacher and a
theories regarding

the fa:};fn: Katerina in Senekal, the Pan

LA

cold weather made It difficult to study outside,

puplls at Caledonia Primary Schoo

Africarist Congress might be responsi-
ble for the attacks.

“The slogan, ‘True Freedom -
Black Power", is it not a PAC (slogan)?
They were quite active in Lesotho and
it Lesotho is not far from here. If they
want to attack white farmers that is
okay. But why destroy black schools.
That does not make sense (o me,” said
Du Preez,

However, the teacher, who cannot
be named for fear of reprisals, said
there had been moves by black people
to buy farms in the ares recently. -

Some of the farmhouses that have
also been burnt in the area are unin-
habited. The teacher said there had also
been moves by the Free State govern-
ment to buy the farm schools and place
them under their control.

The schools are still owned by farm-
ers whose influence includes having a
say in the appointment of teachers.

Police spokesman Captain Solly
Mosia told Soweran yesterday that

“police were  investigating the arson

@Itacks. o T s -t
" Police had also taken steps to safe-

guard other schools in the area,
R LR I

| near Flcksburg, stand

Yesterday they were sent home because the

PIC: VELI NHLAPHO



“Farmer threatens to block deal wt @ow%_: put 74 black Jp
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Natal farmer has threatened to sue ¢ 4 pist his case to the min- v are oworices:: .+ . - - al Authority of SMM Should problems arise,
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aditio ! d his follow- , T - ilies;.and an ‘Independent indlelagroup. - .o . ! A
Jess traditional chief and his f thesale. @ Driekwart's owners,  commissioned:by.the department - Fiatlin et SR drawn iy formed ofal Mwm fads, oy .m
ers in Vry virice's departmient of He says’ ik o Rensburg,© backs hisview. ™ .5 - ¢ id . tho see for Hanekom, Johannes
1 MTNWMMM has recommended that ﬁo..onw and WHHM._N wc.m._w non-taxable The report found the land could - ;
anc. i id . .stand to m A - -
the 5 700ha farm Driekwart be so

....._ mUamWSmammmbm:mEmn
. . _._ _ Gmmmhmo_uwgm«EE.,, Emm&mo to cor-
- iofit from the sale of the farm they - be comm m%%ﬁ%mvwmﬂwﬂaw.ﬂw%“ ﬂ%:ﬂﬂbwawwwm.ﬁ mz,mm:mn_,. pt to pre- ,Mmﬂmhw %%@M%MMM:B&M:M mMcE
ili i ~, Ppro g N 1o “ . no more than’ mmn.ﬂ,_. 5. 8, VIEWS, e ay ) 1 mint €rro! ot
74 families under Zulu chief jo-- - profit hisland will devalue: : no’m T, Agricul- . ventconflict. , , when the former governm
ﬁwaa Mdlalose, who applied for - %N%WME% Greyling paints . .wﬁﬂm&%_ﬁ%ﬂma of the Agricil: - e veral mectings have beenheld 1964, w

| land 13yearsag0. @ ests  with *. tofarms bordering Madadeni w

© Final approval rests Wi :

- 5 ted the Jand at
: . been - with little apparent success, %m.mﬂ.&d __hnoﬂm&% allocate .
m&&mmﬂn%%i?%?mZmeﬂu S The mvHva.Ome land sale has been ., o _ ]
: o inter- |, devalued Wiet S L —

Hanekorn, who last ..,Ecﬁ?_u,b T B I e

Emondio to the Hlahlindlela Tribal |
Authority instead of the Othaka |
Tribal Authority, but changing that
would result in faction fighting, _

Hlahlindlela Tiibal ~Authority
chief S M Mdlalose has warned that
those Othaka families who remain |
behind on his land will have to sub-
mit to his authority. There is concern
that he will chase the people off his
land. )

The 374 families plan to pool
their R15000 government housing
subsidies, a total of R5,61-million, to
buy Driekwart, - Sapa.




Farm labour evictions mcrzéa;jng

Louise Cook

EVICTIONS ‘of farm labourers were
being stepped up in the past two weeks
in the main agricultural areas, ahead ',
of ‘the proposed new tenure security’' '
laws, cbservers said.

However, farmers denied allegé-""

tions that they were “offloading” sur-
plus workers. No. records of evictions
were kept, bux the Institute for Democ-
Tacy in SA (Idasa) said there were in-
| dications of increased evictions in

e

.

—Idas
2ofal;
Mpumal (.%1 ng, 0 qc;rn
Province and KwaZulu-Natal. -

Idasa spokesman Ivor Jenkins said
the gradual increase was possibly due
+to farmers fearing new tenure security

laws planned by Land and Agriculture

+ vl Minister Derek Hanekom.

Tremsvaal Agricultural Union
labour director Willie de Bruyn said
some farmers facing financjal prob-
lems were told by banks and financiers
cut back bn their over-employment
to save costs.
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“By Khathu Mamaila

election which cm_._m_.ma ina
new South Africa, farm
labourers near Duiwelskloof
Lin Northern Province are still waiting
% for the dawn of a new order.

“We keep on hearing about the new
£South Africa but we are still waiting
ﬁ.oH our lives to be transformed,” says
.,g Peter Ratlabata (30), who works on
a fruit farm.
~.  He starts work at Gam and knocks
om, well after Spm. His job is to pick
: dvocados — every day he has to £ill 40

crates, If he fails to reach his target, he
.= antomatically lose his job, he says.
“My job is tough. Those crates are
-very heavy and we have to climb trees

% to get the avocados. I can’t afford to
Y take a break because if I fail to reach
+ the target, [ will lose my job.

“And I can’t risk losing my job. I
mp have a wife who is unemployed and 2
w -child to support,” says Ratlabala, who
:‘dropped out of school in Standard 5
#because of poverty.

When workers complain about their
% working conditions, he says, their
- employers tell them to leave the farm
¢ and go elsewhere as there are many
. people who would kill to get the same
ab.

“The boss keeps telling us that we
are very iucky to be mBEcwma while
E_an of other people in the country
-, are without jobs,” says Ratlabala.
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R400 a month for trying to pick 40
WO YEARS AFTER the general o_\mﬁmm Qn m<oomaom mmos o_m<

ﬂ We have a job to do.
We employ pickers and
that is their job. We
don’t discriminate
between men and
women hired to
do the job “

In an attempt to improve their
working conditions, labourers joined
the South African General Workers
Unicn. The farm management is total-
ly opposed to the union and many
workers have been intimidated in
attempts to get them to shun it.

“While in many places workers
can easily join a union and continue
to work without encountering prob-
lems from management, on this farm
joiming 2 union is like waging an
armed struggle.

“Management is  completely
against the union. Those whe have

joined have become enemies of man-
agement. Dozens of workers who have
joined the union have been dismissed.

“Consequently, the union can’t
have a recognition agreement with
management because the majority of
workers have been forced to stay away
from the union.”

One of about 70 workers who was
allegedly fired for joining a union is
Mr Elia Mojela (27). Mojela was fired
in June after he failed to reach his tar-
get of 40 crates a day.

“Although-I failed to reach the tar-
get, I honestly believe the main reason
for my dismissal is that I joined the
union and was encouraging other
labourers to join.

Instil fear in workers

“T was not given a hearing before 1 was
dismissed. It was obvious the employ-
er only wanted to have an excuse to get
tid of me and to instil fear in other
potential union members,” says
Mojela.

He says he does not know where to
get another job. Like other labourers
on the farm, Ms Mmamarubini
Mashapha earns R400 a month — even
though she has been working there for
more than 10 years.

Experience, it seems, does not

_s:..m:_mEa_:_ _Smmsmu-_m ... too
much work and too little money.

count. “Even if another worker can get
a job here today, his or her monthly
wage will still be R400 a month. The
money is too litile — and the work is oo
much.

“However, 1 cannot afford to give
up because I am a single mother of five
children,” says Mashapha.

Another problem she experiences at
work is climbing the avocado trees.
She says she sometimes falls from the
trees.

Another labourer, Mr Matome
Qupa Ramoshaba (24), injured his
waist when he fell from a huge tree on

’ -

:E Hu He says he can hardly walk
but his employer told him to return to
work or seek employment elsewhere.

1 am hurting. T do not know what I
will do because my boss obviously
wants me to work,” says Ramoshaba.

Company personnel manager Mr
Alan Snyman denies the workers’ alle-
gations. "It is not true that we do not
allow workers to join a union.

“The fact of the matter is that there
is no recognition agreement with
Sagawu because the union has few
members. The workers do not want the
union and management cannot be held
responsible for that.”

Asked whether women were forced
to climb trees to pick avocados,
Snyman says: “We have 2 job to do.
We employ pickers and that is their
job. We don’t discriminate between
women and men hired to do the job.”

On the 40 crates each worker has to
fill a day, Snyman says the company
has certain targets to reach.

Treated like slaves

However, Sagawu provincial secretary
Mr Kidox Mogale complains that farm
labourers continue to be treated like
slaves even after the adoption of a new
Constitution which protects workers’
rights.

“The Bill of Rights is just a piece of
paper for these workers. It is very dif-
ficult for them to be unionised because
they have to choose between their jobs
and the union,” he says.



Where thehew

PUPILS at the Stockwell Pri-
mary School near Ashton
walk up to eight kilometres
1o school every day barefoot
and shivenng in thin shirts
and sweaters. in the after-
noon, they walk the same
distance back. But their
teachers are trying to make
a difference to these half-
starved children. DIANE
CASSERE and photograph-
er BENNY GOOL went to
investigate.

morning in Ashton, near

Robertson, and we are waiting
for the pupls of Stockwell Primary
Schoo! to come down the Swellen-
dam Road on their way to classes.

With us is Mrs Felicla Abraharms
who has Jan Pietersen, 12, with
her. He often spends nights at her
house to avold the long walk to
school and she is buymg him some
basic items, like long pants and a
jersey to wear 1o school in place of
the shorts and thin top he 1s wear-
ing. He has no shoes and Abza-
hams has started a “lay by” to get
him some.

The school's principal and
teacher of standards two, three and
four (there is no five), Mr Andte
Swanepoel, jolns us later and
shiows us where many of the
school’s 47 children live: the fur-
thest are just over eight kilometres
away and the closest abaut three.

By 7am all the children are on
thelr way. Swanepoel says 1t takes
ther about 70 mnutes on average
to get to the school, and classes
start more ot less at 8am or when
everybody gets there. “Break deten-
tion” for lateness in the morming,
as in city schools, cannot be a con-
sideration because of the condi-
tions these children live In.,

There is also no question of
these children not wanting to go to
school, s.rmnm they are given

Hn is 6.30am on a chilly wenter

GETTING READY: In the cold rorming by candielight, Jan and Willemina Pietersen

Tunch; their parents work in near
feadal conditions under which
they are paid between R35 toR75.a
week, according to the two teach-
ers. Says Abrahams: “The biggest
evil here is alcohol. What little they
have, they spend on drink, not on
the children.” 1

Swanepoel says that some of
the farms still practise the dop sys-
tem — paying labourers in part
with wine. There is little interest
from the local farmers In the
school and its chuldren,

In our group 1s Jan Pletersen
and his sster Willemina, 10, broth-
er and sister Barend, 7, and Anne,
12, Plaatjies, cousins Nicolaas, 12,
and Nichelas, 11, Jacobs and Jan

Give us a shout

before th
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Adonis, 7. The two Plaatjies chil-
dren have the furthest to walk.

Recause the gravel hurts the feet
of those children without shoes,
they walk on the tarred shoulder of
the busy Swellendam road. Trucks
and cars whizz past them at high
speed and I fear for their Lives, but
somehow they make it every day.

Abrahams, who teaches the sub
A, sub B and Std 1 children, and
Swanepoe] take the children on
outings to Cape Town, Worcester
and other places of interest, but
only one of two of the farmers
whose lands the parents work on

- ever respond to requests for spon-

sorship for these trips.

“One local farmer, a Mr Beviss

SA is sall a

c18(8lab

‘Challinor, organised two or three
sponsors among the farmers and
they had water breught to the
schoo). Before that, we had none.
We have now been able to start a
garden as well,” said Swanepoel,
who lives in Montagu and has
been at the school for five years.
The mayor of Ashton, Mr Rashid
Sayid, also helps where he can and
donates milk to the school two days
a week."The other food the pupuls
et — bread, peanut butter and fam,
and “milkshake” mixes — comes
from the Peniusula School Feeding
organisation, says Swanepoel. The
Robertsen Municipality supplies
mieliemeal, sugar, powdered milk
and golden syrup, so lunch 15 por-

= ——
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get ready to set off on a five-ilometre walk to sghool.

ridge about twice a week.

Asked if it is difficult to walk to
school on cold, winter mornings,
the children say that it is worse i
the summer when 1t 15 already hot
when they set out and scorching
when they go horme.

“They often fall asleep at their
desks in the surnmer because they
ate so tired from walking,” con-
firms Abrahams.

Teaching the children about per-
sonal cleanliness is also a battle, she
continues: “The parents often come
home late from work and don't tell
them to wash themselves and their
clothes, Pupils aften come to schook
dirty, and we wash them.

“We also keep a brush and
comb in the classtoom.”

The countryside the children
walk through is beautiful and
many of the farms, prosperous. But
for the children of Stockwell Pri-
mary, the promise of the new
South Africa is just a fairy tale.

- | < "

BAREFOOT: Cousins Nicholas (left) and Nicolaas Jacobs on the lorg walk ta school —cald. hungry ard shoeless




Farm equity scheme a
blueprint for the future

Reneé Grawitzky ‘

SIX hundred farm workers in Mpuma-
langa have become part owners in a
fruit farm which faced closure and
have committed themselves to finding
an equity partner from the private sec-
tor — in an endeavour to save their
jobs and combat evictions.

¢t In the latest edition of the SA
Labour Bulletin, Umanyano Media
Service director Kally Forrest ex-
plained how the farm workers agreed
to enter into an equity participation
scheme where they would ultimately
jointly own the farm with private-sec-
tor investors.

Forrest said Inala Farms was lig-
uidated last year after being bought by
a combination of private investors and
the KaNgwane Economic Develop-
ment Corporation in 1994, When the
farm was liquidated, the owners ap-
proached the land affairs department
which agreed to authorise a feasibility
study on the farm’s future.

Forrest said the study proposed an
equity share model with each house-
hold getting a R15 000 land reform
grant from the department to buy into
the farm, The study concluded that as
workers would need to raise R16m to
buy the farm, it would have to find an
equity partner to invest another R7m.

9 D / l"/ g [xzr{?est said g)pﬂg\fégt f;greed

to a grant of R9m in the form of the
land reform grant to families and a
R7m ]oan interest free for six months.

The farm was being run effectively
and efficiently by a management com-
mittee made up of five workers’ com-
mittee representatives, farm man-
agers and an accountant. This commit-
tee has applied for a planning grant
from the department to launch a work-
ers’ trust which would focus on educa-
tion and training and educate workers
about the equity scheme.

David Cooper of the Land and Agri-
culture Policy Centre said in the same
article that current land reform poli-
cies were taking place “within the con-
text of redressing apartheid wrongs
rather than as part of an overall eco-
nomic policy.”

He said the department or other
government agencies would have to do
more than simply provide grants, but
should be developing clear guidelines
to assist workers who wished to go the
equity partnership route. “A systemat-
ic programme of worker education and
empowerment is essential if such
schemes are to succeed.”

Forrest said if this scheme worked,
it would be an important signal to gov-
ernment on a method of helping the
poor and growing the economy.

R T st



Views on land
tenure str in
i ouise Cqo %la-})

‘PROPO%I;bS ]0%1 ’t% e security

for farm workers — currently the
target of evictions by many farm-
ers who fear for their land rights
~_ streamed into the office of Agri-
- cnlture and Land Minister Derek
Hanekom this week.

Hanekom was planning legis-
lation on tenure security for SA’s
8-million farmworkers and called
for written submissions from
farmer and worker organisations
by Monday this week.

SA Agricultural Union chief di-
rector Kobus Kleynhans said the
union remained adamant about
tenure security being a labour —
not a land — 1ssue. “The Labour
Relations and the Basic Condi-
tions of Employment Acts protect
workers ....”

But the SA Agricultural, Plan-
tation and Allied Workers’ Union,

r%presenting farm workers, said
additional legislation was needed
to protect farm workers. “Evic-
tions are not an industrial rela-
tions issue but a political one,” the
union said. ;

|
|
|
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Political Staff !

Cape Town — Land Affairs and
Agriculture Minister Derek Hane-
kom is considering infroducing
legislation to curb spiralling evic-
tions of farmworkers by land-
OWners.

At a briefing in Parliament
yesterday, Flanekom satd submis-
sions by farmworkers' unions and
other bodies suggested that legis-

¥

evictions

tthe evictions continue. They
may be legal but they are forced,
and many people —including my-
self —be]ieveeczﬁat they should not
goon,” hesaid.

Hanekom also said he would
be appointing another commis-
sioner to the Land Restitution
Commission to speed up the &r‘;
cess of land restitution. More
8000 applications for restitution
of land had been received so far,
he said.

of far

r,icr‘éiyvqogkersﬂ_m

21

also to give those who never had
achancea goat theland.”

On the evictions, Hanekom
said the number of cases of evic-
tions on farms were cause for con-
cern.

“It is a minority of farmers
who are guilty, and not the major-
ity. But as the evictions continue,
the image of the ‘white South
African farmey’ is tainted, a cer-
tain image comes through.”

He said one of the long-term

Jation should be introduced to pro- “ am not satisfied with the solutions tosquatting on farms in-
tect farmworkers whowereunder  pace of the process. Land redistri-  cluded the creation of agri-villages
threat from evictionsby farmers.  bution creates an opportunity for where housing could be sub-
“It is ot in anyone’s interest  people to return to their land and sidised by the Government.
{’\ﬁ C/ IR H:‘ or v»- A
~ et N “ - “’l \ i




Jo’burg municip al w

worKers walk o4 1obs,

Ambulance service, bus drivers, traffic officers, sanitation,

water and electricity staff all down tools over rates of pay

By Meame-Ann FEms AND
unicipal ~ services
were disrupted in
Greater Johannes-
burg today as work-

ers_downed tools to force the

* Transitional Metropolitan Council

to agree to wage demands.

. Barly this momning workers

began gathering at the Rissik

*Street trafﬁc offices and buses

were to stog'rumﬁng

after peak hour T

Hiuman resourté pokesmin
Sorinyboy Matsaso said” counsil
ofﬁaalsfromseveraldepaxhnﬂﬂs

d left their offices:'* * - -

Employees’ from all depart-
:ments including emergency, fire
;deparlment and ambulance ser-,

o bk, -

vice staff, bus drivers, employees:

frof electricity, water and sanita-:
departments as well is traffic.
officérs, downed tools at Sam.” *' &

The £i¥6-unions of the oounc:l,.,
the SButh “African’ Municipal
Workers’ Union (Samwu) and In-
dependent Municipal and Allied
Trade Union (Imatu} met last
night and agreed to gather at the
Traffic Department offices in Vil-
lage Road early today and march
tothedviccentre. 0t

"4, “The 100% increase executive
coumcillor posts haye been given
over the past few ymrs compared -*
to tha-4fh increasogpitdle
agément downwards i gﬁ?
the same period of time has made
workers angry.

“The car allowance increase
MPs have given themselves is
more than most council employ-

ear. Workers are at
the end of eir tether,” said a

4..

spokesman for Imatu today
He asked not be named be-
cause he is a uniformed employ-
By the time o?goi:ng to press
the GJTMC had received no offi-
dal indication.frdm workers on

.hmmhonhtistrﬂce.’lhewun-

mlwasoxﬂyawareofameetmg
being planned workers for
today.

Yesterday, hundxeds of angry
traffic ofﬁoers, tmmiupal bus dri-
vers and GJIMC a&nmustrahon

They deci
march until they had “more
sueng&lmnqmbms’ and set out

Y et

‘recnuiit  the "’éﬂ]!eagu
mamhtoday :;giag £

The disgruntled employees in-
dicated they were tired of negoti-

ating for better wages and that
they needed to'resort to action to
force the council’s hand.

They claimed that their sa-
laries were so poor that some em-
ployees took nothmg after
deductions.
eﬁ Jeff Cox, industriaf relahma

ey ol A
was totall

workers'

Samwu ofﬁag'ls could not be

reached this morming befoxe the

march and were not p
comment when approa ed last

gl(l)neofﬁlemamhmrdma

tors, Fraser Ramokgopa, said the
strike action had started with traf-
fic department officials but had
swelled to all GJTMC depart-
ments and all substructures by
today.

“The executive committee will
also have to make a decision at

Workers are demanding a R500
increase for employees earning
less than R5000 and a 10% in-
crease for all ﬁmse eammg more
than R5 000,

“Senior traﬂic management
who have been in service for 12
years and more are eamning be-
fween R5 000 and R6 000,

“This is nothing like the real
world,” he said.

“Lower salaried employees,
most of them working in dan
ous situations, are hucky if they
take home a few hundred rand
after deductions. They cannot
support a family,” said the Imatu

kesmar.

spo!

The issue of danger pay for
council employees and that in-
creases given
liameii§’ provincial -legislatures |
and councillors be
issues to be included in the memo-
randum handed to GJTMC offi-
cials today.

Fur&;et demands are that no
disciplinary action-~be  taken
against workers and that their-
gradingsbeaddressed.

Municipal workers in Kimbes-
ley “provisionally” returned {o
work yesterday after a four-day
wagestrike.

Samwu workers there are de-
manding a R350 across-the-board
increase for workers,

to melbers of Par-

are’ |-

i.‘

.. James sm
to fall into line, is compared wit
United’s striker Eric Cantona, s¢

fence and laund'nng a klck ataf.

Putting the boot in.

Judge me by I
sa{s James ‘C:

anmcussnw

‘:!,;, .

i
car rix
by Sprifighok coach Andre Mok
graaff ~ hit Back today, saying he
should hé Tadged by his on-field
FAances.
Small has been left out of the
national team for the second Test
in a row, with the coach compar-

- ing his antics to that of tempestu-
-our French foothall genine, Can-



Board to limit
fapqitons
ooz (96

THE%pumalang provincial gov-
ernment was getting up an evie-
tions,board to limit evictions of
farm ‘workers in the province,
sources said yesterday. .

- Evictions on farms in Mpuma-
langa’ had increased recently,

rompting Land and Agricultural
Rd.uns' igter Derek Hanekom to con-
gider the expropriation of farms
where large-scale evictions were
taking place.

At the same time, about 600 SA
Agricultural, Plantations and Al-
lied Workers' Union members
staged a protest march in Middel-
burg, near Witbank, yesterdey,
demanding a repeal of “repressive
laws”, an end to unfair digmissals,
poverty and poor conditions, and
an immediate end to evictiong:

The union gave gOvernIment an
ultimgtum $o, respond pogy vely
by August 30, sayj that it would
launch varidus.campaigns to
achieveits goals.
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BACK IN COURT . . . Fourie Loock,
Fcharge of murder, is now facing ¢

H

acquitted on a

vil action

Brain-damaged
farme

By CHARL DE VILLIERS

A FARMWORKER who
was found severely
beaten and tied to a tree
after being “arrested”
for stealinga sheep four
years ago is suing a
farmer for damages of
R330 000,

Simon Ndoni, 44, claims
that the farmer, Fourie
Loock, repeatedly beat and
kicked him, tried to drag
him behind a bakkie and
then tied him to a tree in a
pine  planfation near
Knysna and left him to
die,

Loock, at the time an
apple farmer in Haarlem,
in the southern Cape, was
subsequently found not
guilty of  attempted
murder.

According to details of
his claim for damages
lodged with the Cape Town
Supreme Court, Ndoni’s
injuries during the ordeal

r for
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have left him ain-
damaged, psychologically
disturbed and permanéni-
ly disabled. i
This week, he sat
slumped on a court bench
and listened as his lawyer,
John Whitehead, set out to
persuade Mr Justice Deon
van Zyl that Loock “was
responsible — and owed
his client R330 000 in dam-
ages. .
Ndoni claims that on
April 6 1992, Loock kicked
and; beat him repeatedly,
tried to drag him behind a
bakkie and then tied his
hands -and drove Jhim
nearly 70km down a
tortuous mountain pass to
an isolated plantation
above Knysna.
There, he alleges, Loock
hit him over the head with
a heavy wooden post be-
fore suspending him from
a tree and driving off.
According to Loock,
however, Ndoni escaped

from the back of the
moving bakkie while he
was driving him to the po-
lice station in Uniondale.

. The 46-year-old former
farmer, who sports a
handlebar moustache and
now lives in George,
claims that he made a
“citizen’s arrest” after
suspecting Ndoni of steal-
ing a sheep.

He alleges that Ndoni
tried to escape while they
were still on the farm and
he bound the farmworker’s
hands and put him on the
back of hig bakkie so that
he could take him to the
police.

However, about 22km
from his farm, Loock
claims, Ndoni jumped off
while the vehicle was trav-
elling at between 45 and
65km/h.

He says Ndoni, whose
hands were still tied
behind his back, managed
fo propel himself over the

RrR330 000
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the road from a sititing
position.

The fugitive, he claims
then allegedly scrambled

over a fence and ran .

away.

The farmer says he did
not bother to go after

Ndoni was found in the
early hours of April 8 —
nearly 48 hours after the
“arrest” — by foresters,
who heard his criés while,
clearing firébreaks near:
Kop se Bos, ioff the road
which links. Knysna to
Uniondale via the’ Prince
Alfred Pass.”

The foresters searched
for about an hour before
their bakkie’s lights fell on
Ndoni.

He was sitting on the
ground, dehydrated and
delirfous, his hands tied
behind him around a pine
sapling,

His wrists were bound

with orange nylon cord
which is used for bailing
lucerne.

The foresters called the
police by radio and the
injured man was driven to

hospital in Knysna. He
spent eight days in hospital
and was then taken into
custody while being inves-
tigated for stock theff.

He was acquitted two

months later on .w::w 15
According to é&wﬁmﬁmwam.,.

medical evidence before -

the court will show that
Ndoni’s injuries were not,
and could not have been,

Ndoni is -
| suing.a .
Langklpof: -

H

farmer for -

damages
after being
bheaten
senseless,
abducted
and left tied
toatreeto
t die in a
plantation

: above the

E Knysha
forests

Pictures:
GARTH STEAD

caused by falling or jump-
ing off the back of a

- bakkie.

It was highly improba-
ble that the escape had tak-
en place at all, he added.

Snitubectiashitednabing
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Distillers ea;

By Francoise Botha

Cape Town ~ Distillers, the wine
and spirit wholesaler and producer,
has posted a 34 percent increase in
earnings a share to 935c for the
vear to June 30 from last year's
69,8c.

The surge was achieved off a
22,8 percent increase in turnover to
R1,53 billion. It was well ahead of
mid-year market expectations,
which predicted an earnings gain
in the region of 20 percent. Trading
income climbed 24,4 percent to
R232 million on slightly improved
margins. Net income after tax
increased from R108,1 million to
R140,6 million.

Merwe Botha, the group finan-

cial manager, Sald yesterday that
improvements in the distribution
and manufacturing side of the busi-
ness had allowed the company to
service substantially larger vol-
umes with the same infrastructure,
Plans were in place to expand
capacity, he said.

Afinal dividend of 42¢ has been
declared, bringing the total for the
year to 59¢, comfortably up on the
49c¢ [st year.

Botha said that growth pros-
pects for the year ahead were posi-
tive, but he stopped short of saying
that the earnings growth could be
maintained at the same fevel.

Industry participants said that
any macroeconomic decline would

take between six and nine monthsto -

s beat eﬁecta 10NS
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filter through to the liquor industry.

Sales could be dampened by the
limited availability of hxgh—quahty
wine and a price increase in Scotch
whigky, which are expected to
come into effect later this year. As a
protective measure, inventories
were increased by 23 percent to
R500,7 million.

The balance sheet showed a
42 percent increase in cash to
R142,5 million, of which about
R77 million would be spent this
year on expanding capacily and
improving efficiency.

A further R137million of
planned capital expenditure had
already been contracted out, The
net asset value a share rose from
R5,3020 fo R3,7970.
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Injured worker sues -

farmer for R300

er a7elg

EUNICE RIDER
SUPREME COURT REPORTER

A BRAIN-DAMAGED former Unlondale

farm worker i suing & farmer for R300 (00
In the Cape Supreme Court for allegedly
serlously assaulting him, tylnghimtoa
tree and leaving him to dfe In the Knysna
Forest, in April 1992,

.The farmer, Mr Fourie Loock, 45, and
his sons Mr Danfel Benfjamin Laock, 19,
and Mr Marthinus Christoffe] Leock, 20,
were acquitted of kidnapping and atterpt-
Ing to murder labourer Mr Samuel Ndonj,
42, by the George Reglonal Court, In 1994,
It was found they had ysed only as much
force as was necessary to arrest him,

Ndont suffers from brain damage and
post-fraumatic stress syndrome, and is
only partially sighted, allegedly as a result
of the assault,

The court heard the three men had
accused Ndont of stealing a sheep and hagd
beaten him'with a fence pole,

In the earlier court earing the three
men admitted using force “to subdye”
Ndonl, while maki g 8 “cltlzen’s arrest”
and tylng his hands behing his back,
Intending to take him to nearby palice
statlon on the back of their bakkie,

-

They sald they hadga;ded imonto
the bacl{of thelr bakkle and were driving to
the police station when Ndoni “fumped
off" and ran away, escaping into bushes at
the side of the road,

But Ndoni has claimed that aftera
severe heating and assault at the hands of
the farmer and his sons, they took him Into
A remote part of the Knysna forest, ted
him, in a barely conscious state, to @ free
and Jeft him to dle,

He was found two days later by a
forestry offictal,

Ndonli spent six weeks In jallon a
charge of cattle theft before he was
acquitied,

He sald during his time in jall he was
Still suffering from the effects of the assault
and attempted murder, and was regularly
faken to the George hospital for treatment,

Describing Ndonl's head and other
Injurles to the court yesterday, Dy Johan
van der Spuy told the court It was “unljke.
ly* that Ndoni would have suffered the
Infurles he had sustained by falling off the
hack of a bakkie,

The hearing continues before Mr Justice
DH van Zyl,

Mt R Whitehead appears for Ndoni and Mr PR
Fourle aptears for Laock senior.




HE 340-year white owner-

ship of South African wine

farms 15 about to change
with the imminent purchase of a
Stellenbosch wine estate by a
black consortium.

By next week, the Devon Valley
Development Corporation (DVDC)
is expected to conclude an agree-
ment to buy the 44,7-ha Devon
Valley wine estate frotn Gitbays,

An independent valuation of
the estate put its market value at
R1537 million, but it is under-
stood the selling price to DVDC
may be Iower.

Keith Frogley, Gilbeys* human
resources director, was cautious-
ly optimistic about the pending
sale which Gilbeys has been nego-
tiating with the DVIXC for the past
three months.

“We're hoping it will bhe
finalised with the corporation,
but if it isn’t we won't jeopardise
a straight commercial deal. We've
also been negotiating with anoth-
er local party,” he said.

Gilbeys' corporate soeial
investment executive, Thian Com-
bripnek, said the deal with the
DVEC would be unique because it
was being driven by people from
disadvantaged groups.

*The DVDC has been given pref-
erence to conclude an agreement
with the company by next Friday.
This will be & final offer to pur-
chase and will detail the condi-
tions of sale and the selling price.
About a month later, written guar-
antees of investment will be
required.

The DVDC includes workers on
the Devon Valley farm, black pro-
fesgionals and the Steftenbosch
and Guguletu RDP forums. It
hopes to finalise the selection of 2
principal investor from within the
trade union movement.

Chris Swart, a DVDC
spokesman, said the eonsortium
hoped the SA Clothing and Textile
Workers” Union {(Sactwn) would
be the prinecipal investor.

He said Sactwu had been iden-
tified because it was the largest
trade union in the Western Cape,

The union had atso been
involved in several investment
initiatives aimed at blzck eco-
nemic empowerment, including
the bid for Anglo American's 48
percent shares in Johnnic.

Sactwu spokesman Richard
Kawie said the union would table
possible investment i Devon Vai-
ley at a meeting of the Cotton
Provident Fund this week

“If 1t means emoowering wark.

ers then we'd be interested,” he
sand.

Devan Valley's sale follows a
decision by Gilbeys in late 1994 to
relacate its production operations
in Stellenbosch to Gauteng and
KwaZulu-Natal.

The relocation of production
operations and the sale of its
forms - Kleine Zalze and Devon
Valley - raised the spectre of
retrenchment and unemployment
for farmworkers employed on
these farms. o

To soften the blow, Gilbeys

established the Stellenbosch Busi-

ness and Learning Centre in 1995,

Sintce linking up with the gov-
ernment’s Local Business Service
Centre 1n Octaber 1895, the centre
hes offered support services to
existing end emerging small busi-
nesses, including business advice
and rental space at a nominal
rate.

It also provides tender depart-
ments of larger businesses with a
database of the small businesses
in Stellenbosch

However, about 20 farmworker
families remained at Devon Val-
ley after Gilbeys shut its opera-
tions there. 1 <

‘With the possibility of the sale
of Devon Valley to a black con-
sortiutn in which they could have
a stake, these workers have estab-
lished the Devon Valley Workers’
Trust.

The sale of Devon Valley to the
DVDC will entitle workers to a 20-
percent stake in the farm. They
‘will provide the money for this
through settlement grants, of
about R15 000 a family, from the
Department of Land Affairs.

Steven Adams, a representa-
tive of the farmworkers’ trust,
explained that their 20-percent
stake would provide the families
with secure tenure and end the
uncertainty which the families
experienced after Gilbeys put the
farm up for sale.

“The important thing for us is
housing and that is why we are
part of the deal to buy the farm,”
he said.

“Cnly about 10 families moved
off the farm after Gilbeys stopped
its production. They could afford
to buy houses in Steflenbosch but
this is not an option for most of us.
The crime in Stellenbosch also
puts us off.”

If it secures the purchase of
Devor Valley, the DVDC
intends retaining the wine-mak-

ing operations of the farm and
ramhining thie with tanwict nnd

Workers in bid for fame

The cuitivation of wine at the Cape has a tradition intimately associated with European settlement dating back to 1652. This tradition couid soon change as one of the Sfelle m ’ .
Valley, prepares for a possible takeover by a black business consortium as part of a bid to advance black economic empowerment. Labour Reparter ESTELLE RANDALL examines the issue.
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nbosch area’s famed estates, Devon

wine e
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business development.

“The DVDC will*maintain the
vineyards and the winery which
ineludes a cellar, wine shop and
wine-tasting facilities,” said Mr
Swart. '

There are plans to establish a
guest house, conference factlities
and open a restaurant.

“The existing production faeil-
ities will be nsed for warehousing
and smali business-development.”

The sale of Devor Valley will
exclude brand names being pro-
duced on the farm - Craighall and
Bertrams wines. Instead, the new
owners wiil have to develop a

nam lina afimnae

Mr Swart §aid plans to do so
were rezdy to be activated once
Gilbeys’ London shareholders
approved the purchase next week.

“The intention is to produce a
red wine aimed at the top end of
the market, with help from two
French ¢hateaux, based in
France's Bordeaux area.”

Devon Valley's 24ha of vines
produce about 200 tons of grapes
a year. There are also contracts
with landowners in the area to
supply the estate’s winery with
an average of 50 tons of grapes a
year. These contracts end 10 2005.
Facilities on the farm inciude

L T

manor house - several three and
four-bedroomed houses, and 37
farmworkers’ cottages.

The business plan which DVDC
has submitted to Gilbeys sets July
1997 as the target date for inte-
grating the winery, guest house,
restaurant, conference facility and
busmess centre elements of the
estate,

By November 1999, the first
batch of new upmarket red wine is
expected to be ready.

The Afrika Beverage Company,
South Afriea's first black-owned
wine thstributor and whoiesaler,
is likely to be included m the pro-
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Pictures: ANDREW INGRAM, The Argres.
MAKING HISTORY: Howard Corkie, left, and Chris Swart have
been driving the black consortium’s bid to buy Devon Valley, a
wine estate in Steilenbosch.
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ley at a meeting of the Cotton
Provident Fund this week
“If it means empowering work-

intends retaining the wine-mak-
ing operations of the farm and
combining this with tourist and

Pepsi offers cola drinkers

unmarked cups of its soft drink
and also Coca-Cola, and asks them
to choose the better one.

It's calted the Pepsi Challenge.
Pepsi wins, But in the real world
Pepsi has just lost in a big way.

Coke pulled off a huge business
conp this month by signing up its
archrival's sole bottler in
Venezuela,

But Pepsi, the longtime market
leader mn the country, is organising
a comeback that mirrers its mar-
keting campaign, hoping its four-
to-one market share was based
not on market access but con-

]

advertising campaigns here,
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sumer preference for its sweeter
taste. .

“Look at this,” said Pepsi's
regional president, Atherto Uribe,
showing a reporter a letter from
university student Rommy del
Valle Maza,

It began: “Eeep your spirits up,”
and ended: “We'll wait for Pepsi
because I won't change.”™ ..

After six decades, Pepsl began
disappearing from Venezuelan
stores within days of the surprise

deal two weeks ago between Coca- .

Cola and the bottling and delivery
company co-owned by Oswaldo
Cisneros,

Overnight Pepsi found itself

s - ar

psi, whose sales were until

¥
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Berirams wines. Instead, the new
owners will have to develop a
new iine of ibom..
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with no way te bottie, deliver or

import its product.

In the $700-million (R3,15-bil-
Hon) soft drink market, Pepsi had
garnered about $400 million
(R1,80-billion) anmnatly in sales.
The market was out of reach with
the scratch of a pen,

Mr Uribe said it was a ques- ’

tion of how and when, not
whether, Pepsi wonld be back

“We've already taken the main -

decision ~ return to Venezuela,”
Mr Uribe said within day's of
Coke’s coup.i -

The company is also pursuing
legai channels.

Pepsi is preparing to make an

C

. : :qm?mm hig
-} of its sole bottler in the country. But Pepsi has vowed
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year. These contracts end 1n 2005.
Facilities on the farm include
Craighatl - a two-storey thatched
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an indemnity claim for breaking a
coniract without warnig that may
top $100-million (R450-million).

The government’s anti-trust
agency begins hearings this week
to determine whether the Coke-
Cisneros contract is legal. *

But the damage has been done.
There are few local bottlers of

comparable size to Mr Cisneros's

plants, and importing is too expen-
sive.-

In short, Pepsi inherited Coke's
problems when Coke grabbed
Pepsi's bottler.

Thousands of cases of Coke
were rolling off Mr Cisneros's
assembly hnes within hours of his
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her than Coke's in Venezuela, h
to fight back, writes ED

Suuit SAUINA D LLAL IMdUR-OWIitEY
wine Histributor and wholesaler,
is likely to be included 1 the pro-
duction of the new wine.
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breaking & contract with Pepsi
that went back to 1939 The fran-
chise was the cornerstone of the
billion-dollar family fortune.

That same weekend, workers
painted over the Pepsi logos on
2 500 trucks that delivered Pepsi to
the far corners of this Caribbean
nation of 21 million people.

Mr Cisneros apparently came
to feel that Pepsi's success in
Venezuela was due in large mes-
sure to the efficiency of his com-
pany.

Coke agreed, and offered to buy
into his business, which Peps1 had
treated as only a franchise.

While Coke was ready to invest

SI runs

as had its market share destroyed by Coke’s signing-up
MCCULLOUGH of Sapa-AP from Caracas.
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WORKERS STAKE A CLAIM:

. to enable farmworker families {
.. percent share in the farm.- —
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WAITING FOR NEW OWNERS: Craighall, left, the manor

-3
X Steven Adams, above, a repre-
sentative of the Devon Valley Workers' Trust, which was formed

iving at Devon Vailey to get a 20-

house on the Devon Valley wine estate in Stellenbosch, may have

black ownaers for the first time. A black consortium
the purchase of the estate from Gilbeys.
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tens of millions of dollars, Pepsi
seemed to be content with sticking
to a contract that ran to 2003.

“Pepsi ... didn’t pay proper
attention to the needs of their
partner,” said Tom Pirko, a New
York-based beverage market ana-
lyst

“Cisneros was looking to grow.
Pepsi simply didn't make the com-
mitment.”

Mr Uribe and Mr Cisneros give
different aceounts of the breakup,
in particular on the 1ssue of
whether Pepsi offered to buy out
its bottler

But Peps) never thought its con-
tract with Mr Cisneros was tn dan-

dry

ger. A Coke deal was unthinkable.
Mr Cisneros had even been a
member of Mr Unbe’s wedding
party

But while the cola war has been
front-page news, most Venezue-
lans seem to be talung 1t all 1n
therr stride.

Ricardo Vallenilla, a public
relations executive, said he
prefers Peps) and stocked up on
the soft drink {ast week =

“I'm one of those who think
Coke is fine mixed with rum
rather than sipped by itself wver
ice.” he said,

But when his private stock runs
out “I'l] drink Coke.”

_m. m_:m__m_m.m
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Plc:ures HANNES THIART, The Argus.

DENNIS CAVERNELlS
Supreme Court Reporter

A RETIRED George farmer is
denying allegations that he tied
up and brutally assaulted a
farmworker, his lawyer has told
the Cape Supreme Court,

Farmworker Simon Ndoni,
44, of Jansenville, is claiming
R330 000 in a damages action
against retired farmer Cor-
nelius Fourie Loock, of George.
In 1984 Mr Loock was acquitted,
by the George Regional Court
on charges of attempting to
murder Mr Ndoni,

Mr Ndoni, who was a tractor
driver on Mr Loock’s farm, said
he had been accused of stealing
a sheep.

He told the Supreme Court
Mr Loock and his iwo sons had
tied his hands, and kicked and
hit him. He said Mr Loock hit
him with a wooden post and
tied him to a tree in Knysna

THE FARMER: Fourie Loock, now retifed; covers Fis face THE FARMWORKER: Simon Ndoni on the steps of the Forest, where he was found by

as he enters the Cape Supreme Court. Cape Supreme Court.

forestry workers nearly two
days later.

- Counsel for Mr Loog: ‘?‘R B
;Fourle said that contr aryito a
statement made by MINt dom,
Mr Loock would deny tying Mr
Ndom s hands with the' help of
| '-hls son while they were m Mr
Loock’s bakkle '

stock theft and placed him
under citizen’s arrest, but Mr
Ndoni jumped from the bakkle
and ran away.

Mr Loock said he used nec—
essary force to. prevent ‘hith
escaping, and tied his hands,

He denied assaulting Mr
Ndoni, who was later acquxt—
1] ted on theft charges. '

Mr Ndoni is claiming a sun‘1
of R315 155 for the alleged
assault, being deprived of his
ﬁeednm, medical expenses, loss
of earnings, and general dam—
ages. - | A

-He is also clamung R 15 000
for a “wrongful and malicious ...
false charge of theft” Iaid
against him by Mr Loock a few
days after the attack. Mr Loock
has denied that the charge was
wrongful andimalicious.. ' :

1 The trlal contmues today ,
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“‘According fo. earlier evi-
L dence, a fomtry worker foumd:
‘Ndoni two days after the alleged.
assault and cut himi loose from

] ga farmer for more than and dehydrated condition. ‘¢
Jﬁm 000 y@sterday told ‘the /522 Loock and’his sons; Mr
Lape! Supreme Qou:tz whe Dani&lBuuaminLoock 19, and
“Hiad awakened f Mr Marthinus *Christoffel:
Scious sfate fid : '

ik el Ndont, 42, hs 4 0
-alléged that his formet mplorrs Fthe dlieged n
er;; Mgi%:ﬂuﬂe’mock,;is  beat’ ;T!;g c‘gﬂ;;

:y%ng\ag RN L., F‘g&g’m hd }." Wogh o oo gt oL,
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Slow start in Voting for SRCs

STUDENT Representative Council  to Modise was concerned about the
1e | (SRC) elections got off to aslow  decline in involvement in the SRC.

— start at some universities and col- “Students seem to feel that with :
h- | legesyesterday. : the abolition of apartheid we have
p- University of the Western Cape  achieved what we wanted, but we
id | voting started three houss late. have to reconstruct our society.” :

th An Independent Electozal Com- At the Cape Technikon an out-
u- | mission member said the elections  going SRC member said yesterday

7, | were “disorganised”, that voting had started very slowly
it, At the University of Cape m the elections for the 1997 leader- : .
Town, outgoing president Mr Lera- eporters ;
Yer 238/ 95 .
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ARM worker o told police
he.saw a colleague tied up. and
assaulted by & farmer and his son
made up his statement, the Cape

. ‘Supreme Court has hea1d

Christine Hendr icks, a domest1c

‘worker employed by retired

farmer Fourie Loock, of Gemge,

was ‘giving. ev1dence vesler day in

' cw11 trial in which Simon Ndoni,

44," of Jansenville, is elaiming
R330 000 damages from Mr Loock.
“Mrs Hendricks, who has worked

4-,.f01 Mr Loock. for 23'years, said
' "Koos Terklanche had told her he
was Jrunk when he made up a

statement to police, but was too
“scared. to tell Mr Loock about
thl§ The_ trial continues today.




147 Weenen

families get
~ ownland ®

- Muatan 24 2|9
They were labdur tenants an/d victims

of evictions on the farm they now own

By Raflq Rohan
Political Correspondent

) FIER MANY YEARS of long and
arduous struggle and suffering,
147 families in the Weenen

District of KwaZulu-Natal
finally have land that they can call their
own,

Minister of Land Affairs Mr Derek
Hanekom yesterday announced that g
number of farms in the area be designat-
ed as areas of settlement for the families
that have lived through a series of evic-
tions and uncertainty.

A trust formed by the beneficiary
group will hold the land on behalf of 147
families, Hanekom announced,

He said that the beneficiaries were
selected from people who experienced
evictions dating as far -back as 1975 in
the Muden and Weenen areas,

Getting to the stage where the land is
handed over to the new owners has
involved a lengthy process of selecting
the beneficiaries and negotiating with
sellers of the land, the Minjster said,

“The Ministry would like to com-
mend the buyers and sellers on their wili-
ingness to co-operate and on the organ-
ised way in which they have conducted

this transfer,” Hanekom said,

Itis not only the people of Muden and
Weenen who are smiling. Eighteen other
families in the Estcourt district have also
become proud land owners.

They were families who were labour
tenants and were also the victims of evic-
tions from the farm they now own,

Hanekom said: “Most of the families
were born on the farm and have 4 long
history of working on the farm. Some
worked on a six-month contractual
basis” a

Opposed evictions

Most of these families opposed their
eviction and chose to buy a part-of the
farm through the Iand reform pilot pro-
gramme, *

In March agreement was reached
between the farm owner and the families
on the price.

Hanekom said the group’s organised
manner of going about the process of
securing the land was worthy of congrat-
ulations.

“We recognise the patience and
restraint required in this struggle to
obtain land” he said.

In this case, too, a trust will hold the
land on behalf of the families,




New farms for families

evicted under apartheid

. cnglgl‘%

FAMILIES evicted from farms
under apartheid in the Weenen
and Escourt regions are to collec-
tively buy four farms for R2,47 mil-
lion with the aid of a R15 000 a
family subsidy provided by the
Department of Agriculture and

- Land Affairs.

The farms will cost just under
R1 miliion, leaving R1,5 million
over for agricultural development
—orabout R5 000 for each of the
165 families involved. i

- Agriculture and Land Affairs
Minister Mr Derek Hanekom said
in a statement issued in Parliantent
yesterday that 147 families in the

(@ ) @)
eenen district’and 18 in the

Escourt district htad benefited from
state subsidies.

In terms of the Provision of Cer-
tain Land foy Settlement Act of
1993, the minister has designated
the farms Lonsdale, Hazerswoude
and Lunenberg in the Weenen dis-
trict “for the purpose of settle-
ment”.

The ministex's spokesman, Mr
Hellmuth Schienther, said the ben-
eficiaries were selected from the
people who experienced evictions
from white farms in the Muden

. and Weenen areas, some dating as

far back as 1975. Some of these
families were already settled on
these farms.
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OLICE have uncovered a syndi-

ate of Boland and Ceres farmers

which they believe has illegally

brought in impoverished Leso-

tho residents to work on their
farms — many for less than R10 a day.

Internal Tracing Unit police members
swooped on a farm owner and five men
in management positions at farms in
Ceres and Franschhoek on Tuesday.

At least 43 jllegal Lesotho immigrants
have been arrested in the past month,

eanwhile, in an unrelated scam

dlving illegal immigrants, police are
probing a stheme, which may involve
senior government officials, that is
believed to be costing the taxpayer about
R90 million annyally

They believe Lesotho citizens are
being registered as South African resi-
dents and put on the government pen-
sion payroll — in exchange for a fee,

In this week’s raid on farms at least
three people were arrested on a Groot
Drakenstein farm, Jerico. .

About 30 people were arrested at
Parys farm, Koue Bokkeveld, and several
were arrested at Esperanto Farm, also in
the Koue Bokkeveld/Ceres area,

s,

Bolan

SWOOP ON FARM SYNDICATE

d ‘slave

The police task force selzed dozens of

‘fraudulently-acquired South African

identity documents when they raided
the immigrants’ living quarters.

Farmers allegedly fetch truckloads of
Lesotho residents from villages near this
countty’s border with Lesotho.

Police believe there may be as many
as 1 000 Basotho working illegally on
farms in the Western Cape, for wages
described a5 “close to slave labour”.

The scam was uncovered when “Zas-
tron police noticed that trucks with
Ceres-registered number plates regularly
collected truckloads of people near the
bordet”, Western Cape internal Tracing
Unit chief Inspector Wilken Marais said.

The itlegal immigrants would not be
deported until after they had testified in
court against their employers.

“We are taking a hard line against the
employers of illegal immigrants. They
could be fined up to R40 000 or sen-
tenced to five years’ imnprisonment for
each person they employ illegally.”

One detective said illegal immigrants
were living in cramped and squalid con-
ditions at a number of the farms visited

- by police in the past month.

! ,-nfi‘ N
“w' «:ff oy
"m g

j not want to }eave as they
‘say there s nowork for them at home.”

Some of the illegal immigrants had
told police that farmers actively encour-
aged workers to take advantage of a loop-
hole in the identity document admhus
tration process.

“They tell them to find people who
are willing to pose as a mother and
father, who would then sign documenta-
tion saying they did not know they need-
ed to have their child's birth registered.”

One farmer, who was arrested this
week and who did not wish to be named,
said: “Tam very upset that my workers
have been picked up. They are good,

loyal workers, Some have worked for me

for a nuriibe of yeats, We were quite sur:
prised when they Wete amested.” 77> &

It was “tradition it Hifs area to bnng* .

down people from the Sterkspruit area”
while “"Grabouw farmers go towards
Umtata” for their workforce. He said
workers “used to go to the Ceres Magis-
trate’s office for an identity book”.’

All the farmers paid their workers
about R20 per day “plus all the perks, free
water, lights, that type of thing”. “They
buy food themselves, We subsidise as
much as we can and buy in wholesale
food. Transport is free.”

*® Mr Dudley Barry, Mr David
Pomoane, Mr Barend Jacobus, Mr Ray-
mond Gibson and Mr Hugo Coetzeg, all
from farms in the Ceres area, have been
charged in connection with aiding and
abetting illegal immigrants.They
appeared in court briefly yesterday, but
no charges were put to them.,

@ Picture Page 4
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Simon Ndoni

Supreme Court Reporter ot

A FARMER has told the Cape Supremé Court
that he punched an employee in a scuffle and
tied him to a bakkie, but denied assaulting
him in an attack which resulted in brain
damage and partial blindness.

Fourie Loock is being sued in the Cape
Supreme Court for R330 000 by former
employee Simon Ndoni, who elaims he
brutally assaulted him.

Rejecting this, Mr Loock yesterday also
denied tying Mr Ndoni to a tree in Knysna
Forest.

Mr Loock (47), of George, had previously
been acquitted by the Regional Court in
George of attempting to murder Mr Ndoni (44),

Mr Ndoni, who was a tractor driver on Mr
Loock’s farm, said he had been accused of
stealing a sheep. .

He was later acquitted of theft.

Forestry workers in Knynsa Forest found
him tied to a tree. He had been there for near-
ly two days.

Mr Loock told the court he had always
had a good relationship with his workers
but had had continuing problems with stock
theft.

The Argus, Friday August 30 1996

In 1992, another worker on his farm, Piet
“Pons” Noordman, had told him he had seen
Mr Ndoni carrying a slaughtered sheep over
his shoulders.

Mr Loock said he had checked his flock and
discovered a sheep was missing,

He said Mr Noordman had told him My

Ndoni was a “troublemaker”.

“I had no doubt 0dr Ndoni) stole my sheep,”
the farmer said.

He had informed the police of the alleged
theft and he and his sons had gone to look for
Mr Ndoni.

They had found him at their apple orehard.
Mr Loock said he had called Mr Ndoni over
and asked if e had stolen the sheep, He said
Mr Ndoni denied the theft.

Then while they were driving out of the

.orchard, Mr Ndoni had opened the door of the

bakkie, jumped out and run to a fence at the
side of the road.

Mr Loock said his sons had tried to catch
Mr Ndoni. There was a scuffle. He said he had
heard one of his sons cry, “He’s breaking my
arm.”

He said he had punched Mr Ndoni “two or
three times in his face”, helped his sons
hold him down and bound his hands.

Mr Ndoni’s head had started bleeding

B %
B

Norker tied up, farmer admits

Man in R300 000 damages case tells court: ‘T punched him

-DENNIS CAVERNELIS

)

after sheep 3&&%@ Ly

when they threw him in the _back of the
bakkie, said Mr Loock,

They had taken him to the farmhouse and
tied him to the bakkie while they had break-
fast.

Later, he bad driven with Mr Ndoeni still
tied up in the back of the bakkie 1o Avontuur,
where he was going to price potato bags.

He had intended taking Mr Ndoni fo the
police later.

A few kilometres outside the town Mr
Ndoni had jumped from the bakkie, which
was travelling “about 50km/h”. .

Mr Loock said Mr Ndoni had run to a fence
at the side of the read, fallen over it, and run
away. He had not pursued him.

He said he did not know how Mr Ndoni
came to be tied to a tree in Knysna Forest.

Mr Ndoni is claiming R315 155 for the
alleged assault, being deprived of his free-
dom, medical expenses, loss of earnings and
general damages.

He is also claiming R15 000 for a “wrongful
and maliefous ... false charge of theft” laid
against him by Mr Loock a few days after the
attack. and of which he was acquitted.

Mr Loock has denied that the charge was
wrongful and malicious.

The trial continues on Monday.
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(2) whether he or his Department is consider-
ing any steps to combat this crime; if not,
why not; if so, what steps;

(3) whether he will make a statement on the
matter?

NI1386E

The MINISTER OF FINANCE:

(1} (a) 120 cases were reported.

(b) The total of income is impossible to
quantify since mahy cases of illegal
imports go undetected. Thus far, the
investigation division of Customs and
Excise has identified an amount of
R150 million to be recovered from
fraudulent trade practices.

(2) The Department regards illegal imports in
a very serious light. The Departiment is
therefore taking steps to address the short-
comings in Customns procedures and con-
trols, as well as the shortage of trained
manpower. The investhgation section has
been increased and is also being assisted
by the British Government which has
seconded eleven invesfigators to work
closely with their South African counter-
parts on project SABRIT, This project is
aimed at the transfer of skills and investi-
gative abilities to Customs and Excise and
should have an immediate effect on cur-
tailing fraud in the interim period.
SABRIT will be reviewed after six months
and extended if necessary.

A further initiative, the Customs Law
Enforcement Task Group, launched in
January 1996, is a joint venture between
Government's law enforcement agencies
and the private sector to take concrete
measures to address the crippling effects of
commercial fraud on the economy.

(3) No.

TV licence fees: non-payment

*41. Mr T C NTSIZI asked the Minister for Posts,
Telecommunications and Broadcasting: T

(1) Whether the SABC is considering taking
any steps to prosecute: persons who have
not, paid their. TV licence fees; if so, what
steps,

*42, Mrs KW N
of Housing:t wﬁ

{2) whether he will make a statement on the
matter?

NI1387E

The MINISTER OF POSTS, TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS AND BROADCASTING:

The Chairperson of the SABC has informed me
as follows:

The SABC is legally empowered to prosecute
pirate viewers in terms of the Broadcasting Act
of 1976.

The corporation is faced with approximately
60% pirate viewing. This results in the loss of
approximately R600 million per annum.

The SABC is planning to take steps in terms of
the above-mentioned law and it is currently
consulting with its attorneys to arrive at the best
method of dealing with the matter, in view of
the number of defaulters involved.

Agri-villages for farm labourers
EMESHA asked the Minister

(1) Whether rer Department intends having
agri-villages established for farm labour-
ers in order to ensure right of occupation;
if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant
details;

(2) whether any measures have been or are
being taken in conjunction with organised
agriculture in this regard; if not, why not; if
so, what measures;

(3) whether she will make a statement on the
matter?

N1388E

The MINISTER OF HOUSING:

(1} Yes. In terms of the existing subsidy
arrangements agri-villages can be devel-
oped for farm workers, provided their
household income is less than R3 500 per
month. In the event that freehold tenure is
a viable option they can qualify for a
housing subsidy on either an individual or
project basis. If freehold tenure is not a
viable option, such as in areas of commu-
nal ownership, agri-viilages can be estab-
lished and housing subsidies made avail-
able through the Institutional Subsidy
Arrangements. Further work fo refine the

1807 WEDNESDAY, 28 AUGUST 1996 1308

existing subsidy instruments and tenure
requirements is currently underway.

(2) Yes, In the process of developing housing
policy for mural areas, including farm
worker housing, organised agriculture
have been involved and will continue to be
involved in the further development of
rural housing policy.

(3) Yes. As soon as there has been sufficient
progress with the policy work currently
underway and the stakeholders have bee
consuited.

Upgrading of N1 road

*43, Pastor Z K MANGALISO asked the Minis-
ter of Transport:

(1) Whether any progress has been made with
the upgrading of the NI road between
Worcester and Paarl; if not, why not; if so,
(a) what progress and (b) when is it
anticipated that the upgrading will be

completed;
(2} whether he will make a statement on the
matter?
N1389E
The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT:

(1) The section between the Huguenot Tunnel
and Florence of approximately 13 kilo-
metres is currently under construction and
will be completed during March 1997.
This is currently the only section of road
between Worcester and Paarl which has
not been upgraded.

(2) No.

SABC: income

*44. Mr M C J VAN SCHALKWYK asked the
Minister for Posts, Telecommunications and
Broadcasting:

What income did the SABC derive form
advertising on television in (a) 1994 and (b)
19957

N1390

The MINISTER FOR POSTS, TELECOMMU-
NICATIONS AND BROADCASTING:

The Chairperson of the SABC has informed me
as follows:

Advertising and sponsorship revenue on TV for
the relevant 2 years was as follows

1994.95 R (million) 813,8
1993-94 R (mmilion) 682,1

Transport: purchase of road accident claims
sections

*45, Mrs P DE LILLE asked the Minister of
Transport:

(1} Whether his Department bought the road
accident claims sections of certain insur-
ance companies, the names of which have
been furnished to his Department for the
purpose of his reply; if so, (a) for what
amount in each case, (b) how many claims
were still outstanding in each case and (c)
(i) who took the decision, and (ii) why was
it decided, to by out these companies;

{2) whether the Multilateral Motor Vehicle
Accidents Fund received a refund of the
amounts paid up front for the claims: if
not, what is the position in this regard; if
so, what are the relevant details?

NI39IE

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT:

(1) No, these claims sections were not bought.
The two insurers gave notice (in terms of
the Agency Agreement with the MMF)
that they wished to terminate their agen-
cies and to be relieved the handling further
of claims on hand.

(2) As indicated above, the process did
not involve a purchase price.

(b) 18 784 and 23 412 respectively,
counting the number of injured or
deceased parties.

(¢} (i) The insurance companics them-
selves decided to terminate the
agencies.

(i1} As indicated above, the compa-
nies gave notice in terms of the
Agency Agreement, and the
MMF had ne choice but to as-
sume responsibility for the fur-
ther handling of the claims which
these ex-Agents had previously
handled on behalf of the MME

(2} Yes, the MMF received R1, 77 million and
R4, 25 million respectively from the two
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(a) As soon as possible.

(b) Commensurate with the remuneration
packages of judges.

{c) The job description will be compiled
in conjunction with the appointee.

(2) Yes, as soon as the appointment has been
finalised.

Housing subsidy scheme

*34. Mr M G MASHER asked the Minister of
Housing: {

(1} Whether the housing subsidy scheme is to
be reconsidered in the light of changing
development costs; if so, what will be the
fotmat of this scheme; if not,

(2) whether she or her Department envisages
an alternative to this scheme; if so, what
are the relevant details?

N1379E
The MINISTER OF HOUSING:

(}) No. Amendments to the housing subsidy
scheme are not envisaged at this point in
time.

{2y The ministry and the Department of Hous-
ing are continuously reviewing the hous-
ing policy and strategy with a view to
enhancing it in erder to make it as flexible
as possible in terms of delivery options and
the choice of housing products.

Draft legislation on the eviction o
farmworkers mb &

*35. br E A SCHOEMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture and Land Affairs:t

(1) Whether his Department intends formulat-
ing draft legisiation with a view to prevent-
ing the unjust eviction of farmworkers by
landowners; if so, (a) for what reasons and
{b) when will this envisaged draft legisla-
tion be completed;

{2) whether he will make a statement on the
matter?

NI1330E

The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND LAND
AFFAIRS:

(1M Yes

(a) Legislation is envisaged to deal with
the hardshup, homelessness and
landlessness caused by unfair and
arbitrary evictions of farm workers
and other farm dwellers, as well as the
associated social instability and con-
flict which is a consequence of this.

b

—r

I have started a process of consulta-
tion with relevant stakeholders, with
the purpose of submitting draft legis-
lation to Parliament as soon as pos-
sible. A second meeting in this pro-
cess of consultation was held on
26 August 1996, and included repre-
sentatives from organisations such as
the South African Agricultural Union,
the National Land Committee, the
Centre for Applied Legal Studies, the
Legal Resources Centre, SAAPAWU,
the Farmworkers Research and Re-
source Project and farmworkers
themselves. It was agreed that a fur-
ther amount of time be allowed for
inputs from interested parties, to be
received by the Department of Land
Affairs by no later than 9 September
1996. These submissions would be
integrated into the existing proposals
for legislation. At the same time, the
Department will go through a very
intensive process for consultation
with individual groups, in an attempt
to find the greatest degree of consen-
sus possible with regard to the pro-
posed draft legislation. A third meet-
ing of the stakeholders will be held on
1 November 1996, on which occasion
the Department will submit its own
detailed position paper for further
discussion. [ would like to submit
Legislation to Cabinet by no later than
the end of this year.

{2) Yes.

Rent schemes

#36. Mr J A RABIE asked the Minister of
Housing:#

{1) Whether her Department is involved in the
erection of rent schemes at present; if so,
{a) where and (b) who is responsible for
the (i} financing of the schemes and (ii)
associated infrastructure;
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(2) whether she will make 2 statement on the
matter?
NI3SIE
The MINISTER OF HOUSING:

(1) No. In terms of the White Paper on
Housing which is consistent with the new
constitutional dispensation, government at
central level is responsible for the formu-
lation of national housing policy and
strategy and is therefore not involved in
the execution of housing projects. The
Government's Housing Subsidy Pro-
gramme which is funded from the South
African Housing Fund supports the execu-
tion of housing projects by a range of
developers from both the public and pri-
vate sectors. The Housing Subsidy
Scheme allows developers to provide
rental accommodation to persens eligible
for housing subsidies under the instim-
tional subsidy arrangements,

(a) and (b} (i) and (ji) Fall away.

(2) Various measures in support of a compre-
hensive rental policy which is in the
process of formulation will be announced

as soon as investigations currently mn%

undertaken, have been completed.

State Tender Board: tenders in Engtish

*37. ._.S_. CAWYNGAARD asked the Minister for
Public Enterprises:{

(0] Whether it was decided that consideration
will _.un given only to tenders submitted in
English to the State Tender Board; if so,

2) éqn:ﬁ.. her Department was involved in
this decision; if not, who took this deci-

sion; if so, what were the reasons for this
decision;

(3} whether she will make a statement on the
matter?

NI383E
The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC ENTERPRISES:
{I}) No
(2) and (3) Fall away.

Increase in petrol price

k *38. Mr A H NEL asked the Minister of Mineral
. and Energy Affairs:t

(1) Whether any consideration is being given
to increasing the price of petrol to
subsidise the decrease n the price of diesel
and paraffin; if so, for what reasons;

(2) whether he will make a statement on the
matter?
NI1384E

The MINISTER OF MINERAL AND ENERGY
AFFAIRS:

(B No.
(2) No.

New national parks %

*uo.. Mr C A WYNGAARD asked the Minister of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism:

(1) Whether his Department intends opening
any new national parks in South Africa; if
so (a) how many and (b) where will the
new parks be situated;

{2} whether he will make a statement on the

matter?
N1385E
The MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AF-
FAIRS AND TOURISM:
(1) Yes.

(a) At least four,

(b) Table Mountain and Peninsula in the
Western Cape Province
Dongola area in the Northern Prov-
ince
Agulhas area in the Western Cape
Province
Namaquaiand coast, west of Garies in
the North Cape Province.

(2) No.

Loss in customs and excise tax

*40. Mr I D VAN ZYL asked the Minister of
Finance:f

(1) Whether his Department has any statistics
on the loss in customs and excise fax
suffered by the Republic as a result of
illegal imports; if so, (a) how many cases
of such illegal imports were reported
during the latest specified period of 12
months for which information is available
and (b) what was the total loss of income
during this period;




Farmer says he only

intimidate
319 sgealing a sh

DENNIS CAVERNELIS ﬂ Kcr
Supreme Court Reporter

A FARMER, who is being sued
for R330 000 in the Cape Supreme
Court by a worker who elaims he
was brutally assaulted, said he
intimidated the worker to scare

" | him after being toid he had stolen

a sheep.
Fourie Loock, 47, of George has
' denied assauiting Simon Ndoni,
44, of Jansenville in an attack
which left him brain damaged
and partially blind. He also
denied tying him to a tree in Knys-
na Forest where he was found
nearly two days later.
. In 1994 Mr Loock was acquitted
by the George Regional Court of
| attempting to murder Mr Ndoni.
Mr Ndoni, a former tractor dri-
ver on Mr Loock’s farm, said he
was accused of stealing a sheep
but was later acquitted of theft.
Mr Loock said yesterday that
after another worker told him Mr
Ndoni had stolen one of his sheep,
he called the police and with his
two sons went looking for him.
When he found Mr Ndoni he told
him to get in his bakkie.
* He said he accused Mr Ndoni of

Lé-, falking in an
angry tone fo intimidate him: *1
wanted to scare him.”

Mr Ndoni denied stealing the
sheep.

Mr Loock said that while he
might have threatened to hit Mr
Ndoni, he had not done so.

. While they were driving back to
the farmhouse, Mr Ndoni had said
«1 will steal what I want, when I
want” and jumped from the mov-
ing bakkie. Mr Loock said he and
his sons caught Mr Ndoni and
tied his hands behind his back.

Asked why, in evidence in thé
George Regional Court, one of his
sons said Mr Ndoni's hands were
tied in front, Mr Loock said Mr
Ndoni probably brought his hands
under his legs and in front of him.

_ Mr Ndoni is claiming-R315 155
for alleged assault, loss of free-
dom, medical expenses, loss of
earnings, and damages.

The trial continues today.

Mr Justice D H Van Zyl is on
the bench. J R Whitehead,
instructed by Chennels Albertyn
and the Legal Aid Board, appears
for Mr Ndoni and R B Fourie,
instrueted by Alkema Cross and
Marais, for Mr Loock.
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Staff Reporter

WESTERN Cape Agriculture Minis-
ter Lampie Fick has slated the mis-
treatment of farmworkers on Boland
farms. and the employment of illegal
immigrants for low wages

He was speaking at the first Western

Cape Agricultural Summit, which rec-

ommended policy to alleviate the
plight of small farmers and uplift
farmworkers.

Mr Fick said: “There isn't one leader
present at this summit who would con-
done the action of farmers who exploit
illegal- foreign workers. It has been
reported that illegal immigrants from
Lesotho are being paid less than R10 a
day on some Boland farms.

“On behalf of Western Cape agri-
culture I take strong exception to indi-
viduals who violate our name with
such practices.”

He said the summit had been sue-
cessful in starting a drive to unify the
fragmented industry. Since the
provinees would be getting less fund-
ing from central government, it wag
necessary to facilitate change in the
industry. .

There would be a drive to bring all
technological developers to support a
unified agricultural industry in the

oga) by labour slated

i

ok

Lampie Fick
Western Cape. The interests of less for-

tunate farmers and workers would be
dealt with under a provineial land

policy to be drawn up in terms of the .

national policy.

Wide-ranging issues such as land
reform and water affairs would also be
addressed under this policy, Mr Fick
said.

“A database, like an agriculture
Internet, will be designed to supply
information to interested people.”
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“Farmer ruled liable for legal costs
A'FORMER Unionidale farmer has been found re-
_sponsible for the injuries of a farmworker he as--
" saulted and left to die in the Knysna forest. '
Judge D van Zyl ruled in the Cape Town
Supreme Court yesterday that Fourie Loock, 45,
" wasgliable for thelegal costs of Simon Ndoni, 42
- which .exceed R100 000. Ndoni is also, claiming
R315 000 for medical expenses, deprivation of his
freedom and loss of income. Ndoni suffers from

brain damage, a stress. disorder, and nowhas im-
paired vision, CL}T @ D lOaT‘lli‘I
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Farmelis lt%reaten lay-offs

n e DS G?’é -
Louise Cook sht of @ live-in domestic

v - worker, or to sell a farm without

‘PRETORIA — Farmers intensi- theconsentofthe farm worker. In-

fied their fight against labour and stead of having two parties — &

land reform policies yesterday, buyer and geller — &Iarty to the

threatening large-scale lay-offs, sale, it now becomes taree. Where

gngachanisation to replace workers mineral rights are registered, it !
d tax boycotts. They called fora becomes four,” he said.

uhited farming and non-farming The union adopted a resolution
frpnt to fight “ominous”™ roperty to hold urgent talks with non-
Fights legislation proposa.s. farming sectors to clear the way

At the Transvaal Agricultural for possible court action challeng-
nion’s (TAU’s) annual congress, ing the legislation. TAU president
speakers hit out at the Interim Dries Bruwer said parts of SA had
Protection of Informal Land become ungovernable and eco- -
Rights Act, gaying the new law nomic collapse was ine itable un-
- wag the first of many that would lesscrimewas controlled. '
ferush the SA property market Congress also considered the
#nd unhinge the economy’. introduction of tax boycotts, in-
~/PAT manpower chairman Lau- structing the general council to
rie Bosman said the legislation, probe “all ossible methods o ne-
which was passed in June this gotiateandact”.
year, would affect mining and oth- TAU members from Gauteng,
wr.gectors that provided worker Mpumalanga and the Nerthern
gesommodation, including indi- Province accused Agriculture and
widual black and white households Land Minister Derek Hanekom of
in the suburbs. Jdestabiliging the region, creating
 “The Act effectively makes it “poverty traps” and “crime nests”
fmpossible to gell a house without through a lack of proper planning.

—
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Labourer

0 4im agams

M%_IQE,B_
SUPREME COURT REPORTER

-4

A'FORMER Uniondalé farmer who
beat and kicked a labourer until he
was unconscious before hanging
lim in a tree and leaving him to
di€;:was found liable for damages
yesterday

Mr Justice D van Zyl found in
the Cape Supreme Court that Mr
Fourie Loock, 45, was a “congenital
llar" who had taken the law into
his’; own hands when he received a
hearsay report in April 1992 that
Mr.3imon, Ndoni, 40, had stolen
one oﬂué sheep

wins dag]]ag

o
e

S

Ndoni, who suffers from a brain
disorder as a result of the assault, is
suing Loock for R330 000. The
amount to be awarded will be
decided later.

Judge van Zyl found that Loock
had repeatedly kicked and beaten
Ndoni on his body and his head,
before hoisting him up a treein a
remote part of the Knysna Forest,
where he left him to die.

He said Ndoni did not appear -
to have lied to the court and dic
not exaggerate the attack on him.
Mr}T Whitchead, instructed bymem for

" Human Rights, appeared for Nedoni. Mr P

Fourie appeared for Loock.

4l
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A CHARGE of grié?oﬁs hodil"y-

harm wislaid againist a Rietvlei

farmer who-allegedly sprayed

his workers with a‘disinfectant
twice a day, a Clanwilliam pros-

. ectitor $aid yesterday, . .
. Mr Jonas White said it wag

alleged the farmer sprayed the -

TR THE S o
. PR
LS MR e T e LaTeme e g
TR ED .
‘R R R
Lotel Poveo s N

%

R »'_Mﬂ‘tlid’oﬁ' ‘tﬁé‘ﬁvorké;sev ! morn-

inig when they came towork and

then asked them to wash, He
. Sprayed them again in the after-
*.noots before they went home,

The farmet also disinfected
thieir homes after accusing thera
.of being dirty and saying they
‘were spoiling his potatoes, |
White said he had advised a

dworkers daily’
aya oo Gauly

farm workér. ti lay chafges
- against the farmer, ~ - "

A police spokeswoman said
the farmer no longer lived on
the farmt, p

At his court appearance

- éarlier, the farmer had pleaded
. ot guilty to the charge,

The hearing was postponed
to October 16, o
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No.

Sottree: National Department of Health, Darector-
ate: Human Resource Planning

Eviction of farmworkers

*16. Mrs P DE LILLE asked the Minister for
Agriculture and Land Affairs: h\n

n

2

How many evicthons of {annworkers frim
farms were reported to his Department
during the period | January 1995 to
30 June 1996;

whether the Government rendered any
assistance to persons who were so evicted;
if not, why not; if so, what assistance was
so rendered in each of the provinces?
N1566E

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:

n

The process of compiling statistics on this
matter only began with the democrati-
sation of our country. It has not been
possible to compile comprehensive data
on the number of farmworkers which have
oceurred for the period requested.

Evictions are often carried out in accor-
dance with cout orders granted to the land
owner, in terms of existing legislation. The
Department of Land Affairs is not in a
position to prevent the law from taking its
course, regardless of whether the evictions
have undesirable or immoral conse-
quences.

In those instances where the Department is
informed about a pending eviction, it
attempts to meet with all parties involved
in an attempt to avoid the pain and
hardship accompanying forced evictions.
Often, however, the Department of Land
Affairs only becomes aware of the prob-
lem after evictions have taken place.

In cases where evictions appear to be
unavoidable the Departiment attempts to
assist the parties to reach agreement by,
imter alia, finding alternative land for
settlement purposes. and by extending
financial assistance to landless communi-
ties in terms of its Land Reform
Programme to enable them to acquire land.

Most of the evictions of which the Depart-
ment of Land Affairs is aware, have taken

place in KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga and
Gauteng. Recently there has also been an
escalation of evictions in the northern parts
of the Free State. To assist people facing
imminent eviction, the Department of
Land Affuirs has set up a district Land
Facibitation Office in Vryheid, and is in the
process of establishing a similar office in
Mpumalanga.

It is clear that the current legal position is
not acceptable, in that it permits arbitrary
and unfair evictions. As I have previously
stated, T am presently engaged in intensive
discussions with all role-players to find
workable long-term solutions to this prob-
lem.

Free primary health care: international aid
*17. Mr M J ELLIS asked the Minister of Health:

4}

Whether, in terms of her Department’s
proposals in respect of public health ex-
penditure, she has secured any interna-
tional assistance for the funding of capital
costs for free primary health care for the
1995-96 financial year; if so, (a) what
amount, (b) from which sources, (c) how
will the funds be utilised and (d) what
amount does she anticipate raising from
such sources;

(2) whether she will make a statement on the
matter?

NI567E
The MINISTER OF HEALTH:

(1) The Department did not seek any interna-
tional assistance for the funding of capital
projects for free primary health care; this is
funded through the RDF.

{2) No.

Source: National Department of Health, Director-
ate: Health Planning and Financing

*18.

SABC employees at Olympic Games
Mr K M ANDREW asked the Minister for

Posts, Telecommunications and Broadcasting:
{1) Whether any (a) SABC employees and/or

{b) other specified persons attended the
Olympic Games in Atlanta at the expense
of the SABC; if not, what is the position in
this regard; if so, (i) what was the total cost
of the visit to the SABC, including accom-

iy
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modation, fees paid to the Intemnational Mr Mbolelo Selebe—Telkom
Olympic Committee and other specified Mr Terrance Kelly—IBM
costs, and (ii) what was the job title of each Ms Glenda Lynn Kelly—IBM
of the SABC employees attending the Mr Phihp Wassung—IBM
Games; Ms Joan Wassung—IBM
(2) whether these persons were reguired to Mr Derryn Gaule Pearson—Gameshow

prosess any specialised knowledge of the
sporting disciplines represented at the
Games; if not, (a} why not and (b) on what
other grounds were such persons selected;
if so, what specialised knowledge was
required?

NI1568E

The MINISTER FOR POSTS, TELECOMMU-
NICATIONS AND BROADCASTING:

The Chairman of the SABC has informed me as
follows:

(H

(a) Yes. A corporate team of 87 personnel
travelled to Atlanta at the expense of the
SABC to provide the following coverage:

TV: + 200 hours coverage over 17 days of
the event—nearly 12 hours per day. Provi-
sion was made for five languages to be
used for broadcasts and presentation. At-
tention was given to the representativity of
gender and race,

Radio: Report and commentary was pro-
vided in all 11 official languages.

TV News: Apart from contributing to the
GMSA programme, regular news storics
were compiled.

Radio News: Regular news stories were
supplied in up to five languages.

(b) 32 people were flown to Atlanta for a
week to attend the Games. These people
included:

Mr Barry Whitfield-——Nedbank

Dr Ivan May—Nedbank

Mr Ewald Fourie—Caltex

Mr Rammie Rameone—Caltex

Ms Maureen Nofemele—Caltex

Mr Richard Mngomeszulu—Caltex
Mr Dereck Nairtamsamy—Caltex
Ms Michelle Bakker—Vodacom

Mr James Schroeder—Vodacom
Lori Kasselilman—Vodacom

Mr Themba Mthimkhulu—Vodacom
Ms Merele Ingrid Thomas—Telkom
Ms Alan Lance Thomas—Telkom
Mr Francis Selebe—Telkom

winner

Ms Josephine Diaho—Gameshow winner
Mr Denis  Apostle  Marrokefalos—
Gameshow winner

Mr Pierre Frederick Buys—Gameshow
winner

Ms Londiwe Zamancungwh Kumalo—
SABC winner

Mr Andile Mangaliso Nxasana—SABC
winner

Ms Pamela Pillay—SABC winner

Mr Jayseelan Pillay—SABC winner

Mr Ifran Bux—SABC Topspornt staff

Ms Johannie Swanepoel—SABC Topsport
staff

Ms Annalie van Zyl—SABC Topsport
staff

Ms Michelle Don—SABC Topsport staff
Mr Peter Manser— Additional puest

(i) The total cost of the Olympic Games
coverage to the SABC was R34 mil-
lion. The 10C Broadcast rights cost
R24 873 750 ($6,75 million at R3,685
= $1). The production costs covered
the balance of expenditure. Costs
included the hire of facilities in At-
lanta, satellite costs, travel, hotel ac-
commeodation and subsistence, 92%
of all costs was US$ related.

(it) The contingent consisted of:

10 Presenters/fCommentators
2 Avid Editors

3 Production Co-ordinators
2 Vision Mixers

4 Archivists

2 Highlights Editors

2 Live Executive Producers
4 Video Tape Operators

3 Cameramen

1 Sound Mixer

1 Technical member

1 Editor

1 GMSA Presenter

4 Journalists/Reporters

2 News Cameramen

7 Radio Commentators

2 Radio Co-ordinators
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Six youths who allege they were severely assaulted and tortured by their employers at a farm in Vivo,
Vhengani Chauke, Meshack Mapapa and Thomas Maphosa and Albert Ngwenya (above right). They ar

-

Workers tell of prolon%%m b

By Khathu Mamaila

IX young farm labourers -

five of them illegal immi-

grants from Zimbabwe —

yesterday told how they
were savagely assaulted by five
white farmers who later threw four of
them off a moving vehicle,

They said they were left for dead
near Vivo in Northern Province.

Mr Lucas Ndou (21), Mr Freddy
Chipu (17), Mr Vhengani Chauke
(16), Mr Meshack Mapapa (18), Mr
Thomas Maphosa (16) and Mr Albert
Ngwenya (17), said they were
assaulted with pick-axe handles and
shocked with electric cattle prods.

All but Chipu - who is from *
Indermark, Northern Provitice — are “.

Zimbabweans.

Senior Superintendent Phuti
Setati confirmed the incident yester-
day.

Phuti said police had arrested five
men. He said the men would be
charged with attempted murder.

Setati condemned the brutal
assaplts on the youths and warned
farmers that the law would deal
harshly with perpetrators of such
crimes.

Kicked -

The youths said they were assaulted
with pick-axe handles, shocked with
an electrical device used to shock
cattle, kicked and knocked against
walls.

They were also hit with a spare
wheel on the chest before they were
driven away from the farm near

i

I3
H

Mara, outside Louis Trichardt, in a
bakkie.

The six have been admitted to
Elim Hospital where they are being
treated. Ngwenya could lose his left
eye after he was kicked in the face
with a boot.

The youths were assaulted from
10pm on Friday until 3am the fol-
lowing morning. Their faces were
still badly swollen when Sowetan
interviewed them on Monday
evening at the hospital.

Four of the youths could not open
their eyes because their faces were
swollen,

Speaking from his hospital bed,
Ngwenya said he had been working
on the farm since his arrival from
Masvingo, Zimbabwe, last June for
R110 a month.

2jo]/ 24

He said two of the farmers
grabbed him, one by the head and the
other by the legs, and swung him
several times in the air and then
threw him from the moving bakkie.

“I fell on the tarred road on my
head, T lost consciousness. 1 do not
remember much except that 1 was
later at the police station and then
taken to the hospital with the other
youths,” said Ngwenya who spoke
with great difficulty,

Working on farm

Chauke, who still could not open his
eyes two days after the attack, said
he came ito South Africa from
Zimbabwe in October last year.

He had been working on the farm
since then,

“The farmer, his two sons and

A

Northern Province. The youths are (from left) Lucas Ndou, Freddy Chipu,
e being treated at Elim Hospltal.
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y white farmers

two other farmers came into our
room at about 10pm. They wanted us
to tell them where another
Zimbabwean immigrant, Mr Owen
Ndou, was.

“We did not know where he was
and they said they would kill us.
They assaulted us with pick-axe han-
dles, shocked vs and used karate on
us.

“They also used wrestling moves
on us. One of them carried me from
behind and dropped me hard on the
cement floor,” said Chauke, adding
that he did not know how he sur-
vived, The youths said Ndou escaped
after the farmers had tied him up
with the intention of killing him.

Ndou had allegedly reported to
the police that one of the farmers had
assaulted him earlier.

e
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NL accuses Govt of not protecting
tenants‘from whlte farmers

e S e

_. By Russel Molefe = °

RM tenants continue to be sub-

o jected to evictions and other

= forms of “infumane behaviour”

for demanding better living

-conditions, secure tenure and decent

wages, (he National Land Committee
has said. .

The NLC said farm tenants continue

to be ill-treated and evicted. They were

not being protected by the Government,

which increasingly seems. to be reluc-

tant “to combat inktimane behawour”
by white farmers. -

“Hundreds of farm dwellers have
already been evicted across the coun- °
try. The most trigic outcome is the loss

o “Falmers actlons seem to be a sIap
in the- face for. the, inistry -and- the

Govemment’s efforts fo: l‘EdrESb fhese
pLOQIems They (farmels) contmue to"
. csa]d ,’."u -

] qgnghts e NLC said,
‘called on thchwernment
to'deal Stefnly with farmers and’ group-

. - - - 8

of hope and behef in the new Soulh -

ings that undermine initiatives to deal
with problems that continue to beset
the rural areas.

Land Affairs Minister Mr Derek
Hanekom earlier agreed to NLC's pro-
posal that farmers who evict farm
dwellers should be subjected to expro-
priatory measures but Governmént has
so far failed to exact any measure.

No secure tenure

“Witheut any interim measures in place
to combat evictions, farm dwellers coin-
tinue to' be vulnerable to evictions and
" live without any secure tenure. Evictions
and landlessness don’t only leave farm
dwellers destitute, they also cause physe
ieal and emotional strife.

“We call on the Government to
. ,develop legislation mco‘i‘poratmg farm
- dWeller tenure reform as soon as possi-
ble in order to stabilise rural areas and
to" forestall . possible. pre- emptying
measures by 'land owners " the. NLC

Hundreds ‘of peop[e have been
-evxcted from- farms“by white farmers
-sincé 1994,
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“10% of f%lsmers 1Se dop syst .

CHRIS BATEMAN

UP TO 10% of all wine farms in the
Stellenbosch region still used varia-
tions of the dop system and 10 resi-
dent farmers had retained the sys-
tem, Western Cape MPL Mr
Cameron Dugmore claimed in the
provincial legislature yesterday.

He was introducing a motion
by his colleague, Health and Wel-
fare MEC Mr Ebrahim Rasool,
proposing a law to end all forms of
liquor provision to farm workers.

Dugmore said recent research
showed the 10% figure represented
38 farms hiring 800 workers whose
. average weekly wage was R90 for

fmen and R67 for women.

The NP's Mrs Alta Rossouw pro-
posed an amendment to his mo-
tion expressing thanks to the far-
mers who had stopped using the
system and limiting other factors
contributing to aicohol abuse.

Rossouw said Rural Founda-
tion research found that only two
percent of (the 12 000) Western
Cape farmers still used the dop
system, compared with 54% a
decade ago.

She ob]ected to denying people
a glass of wine at the end of the day
and said no farmer could afford to-.
allow a drunken labourer to get
behind the wheel of a R500 000

tractor. “He trusts, the labourer

- even more than he wotld trust his
wife behind the'steering wheel of
his BMW,” she added.

Rasool said a 1928 law against
supplying liquor to employees as
remuneration had Been ineffective
and should be “given teeth”.

He said the dop system was
“inappropriate” in the new human
rights culture of the country. -

Rasool agreed with the DP's Mr
Joe Martks, who said that the sys-
tem would only end when the
farmer realised that “this donnerse
hotnot was the same as him”.

A decision on the motion was
postponed.
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By JESSICA BEZUIDENHOUT

caught stealing two chickens has been 01
dered to compensate the victim.

The ruling was made in the Cape Town
Supreme Court this weelk, more than four
years affer farm worker Moos Bosman
jost an eye aiter being shot in the face by
garmer Christiaan Stals.

Bosman has claimed R187 000 in dam-
ages, but the court has still to rule on the
amount he will be awarded.

Earlier Bosmaft received a five-year

nim red-handed in the
chicken coop on the farm Ongegund, out-
side Paarl, in September 1993.

It emerged in court that Stals, who had

peen the victim of a spate of thefts, had

ettt

Payout for chicken "}hl

A BOLAND farmer who shot a worker he - .relled 12-gauge shotgunloadedwith lethal

—— -
h AR T

[
e

o7 =20[10]/
waited in ambush in the coop.
He had been armed with a double-bar-

o

98¢ ammunition.
According to court evidence, ammuni-
tion of_th_isfsq_x;t";wou,g;lf{ahﬁostﬁ#ﬁenfaipljr"f
il the vietim.i i DA
The coyrt found ;tha Stalsih h‘dyg‘('i%grilg
unlawiuily in faﬂing'itafe't;dﬁxiﬂy,;:.,”im, ne
legal requirements of 4 citizens ‘arrest.
The law says a person can resortto Jethal
force omly in self defence. - K
Stals could not prove on a batance of
robabilities that he had tried to arrest
Bosman, or to inform him of his iffention
to arrest him, pefore shooling o .
The court found that there wagno doubt
that Stals had exceeded the 'i'i_éas'onable
limit of force when he used a heavy-gauge
shotgun, particularly as he owned ;sgeveral .
other less lethal Weapons. L
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Rlack workers, businessman
form new farming company

| AL

A GR 920 Westerri Cape black farm workers
and a Swellendam businessman had formed a new
company, Nuwe Begin Boerdery, to start farming
fruit as early as next month for the export market,
businessmen and farm, manager Sighardt Gaugler
said attheweekend.. = - -

The farm workers — undaunted in their questto
become shareholders in commercial farming —
activated a R15 000 family land teform settlement
grant from government, formed the new company
and went into a 50/50 %artnership with private sector
investment company, NewFarmers Development.

Nuwe Begin Boerdery then bought a R2,1m fruit
farm at Montagu, with Absa granting a R1,05m
bond. The company was looking ata long-term return
on investment of 28%, Gaugler said. “The group of
workers form a cohesive team. They come from farms
in surrounding areas and have tried, unsuccessfully,
for years to become shareholders on the farms they
were working on. They then approached me and we
fpllowed the alternative option, to buy an affordable

arm.” .

_ NewFarmers project manager Chris Crosley said
ifi time the project would ex and to 55ha from 40ha.
This would create about eight more jobs. “The work-
ers share is 45% and Mr Gaugler's5%,” Crosley said.




HE acquittal by a Louis

Trichardt magistrate of 2

white farmer who allegedly

shot a labourer three times
“thinking that he was shooting a
dog” has cauged such storm that the
attorney-general is appealing against
the judgment,

Farm worker Mr Albert Maele
(40) told Sowetan at the weekend
that he could not understand how the
farmer, Mr Frederick Botha, was
acquitted because Botha had admit-
ted to shooting him.

. State prosecutor . Mr' Pani
Nenzhelele confirmed that the attor-
ney-general wag appealing against
the judgment as he believed that
there was a miscarriage of Justice,

Botha was found not guilty abous

two weeks ago by magistrate Mr

Man who shotl

Daniel Vogels, Speaking from a
farm outside Alldays in Northern
Province, Maele said Botha shot
him with a rifle in September 1ast
vear,

“It was at about 5pm and he could
not have mistaken me for a dog. If he
thought that I was a dog, it could
only be that in his mind that Tam as
worthless as a dog.

Bleeding profusely

“He was looking at me when he
fired. He was in his van and ! was on
foot on his farm.

“After shooting me, he ordered
me to run in front of the bakkie while
I was bleeding profusely. I ran for 4

boure
was a dog is not foun

r thinking he
d guilty

short distance and collapsed,” said
Maele.

Maele, a father of sjx who earns
R300 a month, said he had gone to
the neighbouring farm to visit his
friends. After the shooting, Botha
called a white police officer to his
farm.,

The policeman later told the court
that he had had a friendly chat with
Botha but never spoke to Maele,

Maele was faken to hospitai
where he later recovereq,

Although police opeited  an
attemapted murder charge, Botha was
tried on charges of assauit with intent
to do grievous bodily harm and neg-
ligent handling of a firearm,




Farmer freed
after shootmg,
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of a farmer who
aﬂege ot a labourér. three
‘times“thinking he was shootmg a
dog/ "has caused such a'storm that
the attornéy-general is appealing
against thejudgment.

Farm worker Albert Maele (40)
said at the weekend that he could
not' understand How. the farmér,
Frederlck B;otha, had been acquit-
ted, becauge he had admitted to
shootmg hinn,

» State prosecutor Pau Nenzhe-
Jele has confirmed that the attor-
ney- -genetal ~, was appeahng
against the }udgmen

Botha was found. not guﬂty
aboitt two weeks' ago by Louis
Tnchardt maglsuate Daniel Vo

“Maele “32id ‘Botha kot %ﬁm
with a nﬂe inSepteinber last year.

* “It was about 5pm i ;and 'he
could not have mistaken 1 me fora
dog. If he thought that T’ was, a,
dog, it could only be that in'his
3 nundlamaswort}ﬂessasadog

' ‘He was lookinig at iné when
heﬁred Hewasmhlsvanandl
was on foot on his farm. After
shootmg me, he ordered. me to,

.rynmfront of the bakkie.

’ ”I ‘was bleeding profusely. I

ran "for a short distance and col-

psed " gaid Maele

uMaele, a father of ¢ s:x, sard he
had’ goneto a nerghbourmg farm
to v:srt fnends

' the shool:m . Botha
' ca]led a pohce officer to h is farm.

e policeman later told: the
cou,rt ﬂlat he had had a, fnendly
cha{( with, &e farmer but Ead not
5p0. en to the com lamaf;
4y Botha was tneg onﬁd}arges of
as’sgult with intent to' 'do'e  grievous
Bodily harm and negligent hand-
lir\wb ’ ﬁrearm
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Campaign is aimed at securing people's rights

Qﬁ.ti! legislation protects their tenure

coalition of more than 13

organisations, includi

thrg ANC and the dlgaﬁ
Africanist Congress, has called on
Land Affairs and Agriculture
Minister Derek Hanekom to ex-
propriate the land of farmers who
evict their workers.

The National Land Commit-
tee-led coalition, one of the
biggest since the days of the
ANC-led Mass Democratic Move-
ment, yesterday launched the
Tenure Campaign in Johannes-

and vowed to stage provin-
cial and national marches and put
pressure on the Cabinet to halt
evictions,

The organisations will meet
other political parties to gather
support for the campaign, meet
President Mandela to call for his
intervention, and gstablish a Farm
Friend register tg;ﬁ‘;igther support.

Solidarity Christmas events
would be organised and these
could spiral into an International
Solidarity Day. Delegations to SA
embassies around the world
would be organised on the day.

The campaign partners in-
clude the two political parties, the
Congress of SA Trade Unions, the
National Council of Trade
Unions, the SA National Civic
Organisation, the SA Communist
Party, the Land and Agriculture
Policy Centre, the Centre for
Applied and Legal Studies’ land
rights projects, and Lawyers for
Human Rights.

It also includes the SA Council
of Churches, the SA Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference, the National
Women on Farms Programme,

and the Environment and Devel-
opment Agency. It is also backed
by seven international organisa-
tions.

National Land Committee na-
tional director Brendan Pierce
said although the number could
not be determined accurately, the
organisation estimated that 5 000
families had been evicted since
1990. In the past five months over
1000 families had been evicted.

The NLC said yesterday the
estimated 6 million workers and
their dependants who live on
mainly white-owned private

66
Those who
evict brutally,
destabilise
whole areas
by their action

—99
farmland had no formal or legal

tenure rights beyond the goodwill
and %%lxeement of the farmer.

“The notice pericd for an evic- .

tion is currently 30 days, regard-
less of factors such as the period
of residence, or long service pro-
vided,” it said.

Hanekom has initiated a land
tenure reform process which
recognises that farmworkers have
informal rights to land, and that
these are insecure and need some
form of legislative attention.

SA Communist Party general
secretary Charles Nqakula said:

“Most of these farmers have re-
alised what this means and are
therefore pre-empting the legisla-
tion by evicting workers so there
will be no one staying there when
legistation is ready and passed
next year. It is a political problem
that needs political intervention.”

The parties said the campaign
was aimed at getting the Cabinet
and Mandela to secure people’s
rights on farms until the enact-
ment of legislation protecting
them, and the establishment of
an intervention response’ pro-
gramme by the Government that
would deal speedily and firmly
with evictions. There should also
be a national monitoring system
able to keep an eye on the extent
and nature of farm evictions.

The PAC's Johnson Mlambo
said evictions were itresponsible,
and called on the Government to
“firmly stop this rash of evictions
by expropriating the land of those
farmers who are busy taking
away both land and homes from
those who have contributed their
sweat and blood”.

“The PAC calls on organised
agriculture, the farmers and their
agricultural unions to stop with
immediate effect their arbitrary
evictions,” he said.

The ANC said that, as a mini-
mum measure, farmworkers
should be protected from eviction
unless viable alternatives existed
for them.

“Those who evict brutally are
in the minority, yet they desta-
bilise whole areas by their action,
They must be bound by, the same
constraints as decent landowners.
The job of law is to enforce mini-

mum standards and protections,”
the ANC said.

Dispossessed squatter gives vent to her anger

BY Jusmice Mavara

Something happen

old ﬁ:mwgczrkegp(?eg}at%ﬂi'slﬁﬁz
has no belongings, 1o pride -
uéhen she stood up yesterday to
address about 30 people about her
community’s plight since their
eviction from their farm to g
squatter camp six monthg ago.

At the beginning she faitered
uncertain how to explain her
pain, thep her voice rose as she
8ot angrier with each word she
seef%d f forclze out of her mouth,

€ have lost everythin,
are losers. We lost our ﬁmugfl:tvvee
flzcsvryﬂimaﬂ gth: Wt;lagave no pridé
A 5
tninds,” she said, afected our
e single mo i
belongs to agsquaﬂe?gn;ﬁufi‘;
near Secunda in Mpumalanga
which sprang up after ghe and
other workers, including three of

her children, were evicted from
the farm Katlaagte. ‘

She had been working at the
farm for more than six years, but
most of her colleagues had been
there all their lives.

Their eviction was the culmi-
nation of a long period in which
their relationship with their em-
ployer deteriorated after the 1994
elections and the appearance of
unions in the area.

He had evicted three families
in July 1995, and the following
month made it clear that 17 other
families should go.

“We refused to leave. We went
to the authorities and the premier
and told them about the problem,
but they could not protect us. He
evicted us this year, finally, six
months ago,” Tiki said.

“We erected shacks with
corrugated iron sheets and canvas
strips. We have nothing here, no

water, fio'lights, and the place is a
hard, €mpty piece of land where
we do not have the right to be.

“The farmer treated us like
nothing, as if we were not human
beings/| she said, . .

She has lost hope of returni
to the land she believes belgorys to
her and. her people, as it was
taken from them forcefully in the
past.

“We have heard that there is a
small farm for sale and we.are
thinking of starting a small e
operative and buying it. We have
been farming for all our lives and

 wecandoit,” she said.

Then a look of determination

| crossed ther face, and a certain
' hopeentered there, * . -

. 'We do not want ‘tp“’bé.gicﬁnis
forever. We are tired of thatv. * -
. “We; will now: stand "o our
own, no . matter how:long it
takes,” she said. o "
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TENURE CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED

‘Expropriate fa;rmers
who evict workers®

JOHANNESBURG: Concerned that farmers are evicting farm ~ farmers'

workers ahead of legislation recognising that the workers
_have some form of tenure, a newly formed coalition wants the
workers rights protected untit the legislation is enacted.

" COALITION of more than a

dozen organisations, includ-

ing the ANC and the Pan
Afticanist Congress, has called on
Land Affairs and Agriculture Minis-
ter Mr Derek Hanekom to expropri-
ate the land of farmers who evict
their workers,

The National Land Committee-
led coalition Jaunched its tenure
campaign here yesterday and-said
it would stage marches and pres-
sure the cabinet to halt the evic-
tions.

The organisations will meet
other political parties to gather
support for the campaign, meet
President Nelson Mandela to call
for his intervention, and establish a
“farm friend” register to gather
public support.

The coalition includes the two
political parties, the Congress of SA
Trade Unions, the National Coun-
cil of Trade Unions, the SA Nation-

er2zlolqb
goodwill and agreem-t.

.. ¥The notice penod for an evic-
tion is 30 days, regardtess of factors

..such as the period of residence, o

lpng service provided,” it said.

P . +} Hanekom has begun a land

al Civics Organisation, the SA
Communist Party, the Land and
Agriculture Policy Centre, the Cen-
tre for Applied and Legal Studies’
Land Rights Projects and Lawyers
for Human Rights.

It also includes the SA Council
of Churches, the SA Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference, the National
Women on Farms Programme and
the Environment and Develop-
ment Agency. It is also backed by
seven intemnational organisations.

NLC nationat director Mr Bren-
dan Plerce said the organisation
estimated about 5 000 families had
been evicted from farms since 1990.
More than 1 000 families had been
evicted in the past five months.

The NLC said yesterday the esti-
mated six million farm workers and
their dependants who live on main-
ly white-owned private farmland
have no formal or legal tenure rights
beyond those dependent on the

* tenure reform process which recog-
nises that farm workers have infor-
mal rights to land that are insecure

_and need legistative attention.

“But most of these farmers have
realised what this means and are
therefore pre-empting the legisla-
tion by evicting farm workers so
there will not be anyone staying
there when legislation is ready and
passed next year,” said SACP gener-

al-secretary Mr Charles Ngakula.

“It's a political problem that needs

political intervention.”
The parties said the campaign

was aimed at getting the cabinet |

and Mandela to secure people’s
rights on farms until the enactment
of new legislation to protect them,
and the establishment of an inter-
vention response programme by
the government that will deal
speedily and firmty with farm evic-
tions and landowners who evict
workers. — Own Cortespondent
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Johannesburg — As the Department of
Land Affairs grapples to work out a
policy to address the plight of black
South African farmworkers, growing
impoverishment, slave wages and
appalling Hving conditions still " |
prevail.

ARGUS CORRESPORDENT

Half an hour cutside Johannesburg v

farm labourers are still earning R198 a
month and often 15 people will live in a sin-
glercom.

Gauteng MEC for Agriculture Nomvula
Mokonyane said the provincial govern-
ment was extremely concerned about the
practlces of some members of the organ

ised farming commumity. .

“Thave had discussions with the provm
cial office of the department of labour in
order to solicit their assistance with
respect to matters that concern the trans-
gression of the legal rights of farm work-
ers,” said Mr Mokonyane.

Farmworkers are covered by the new
Labour Relations Act as well as by the pre-
sent basic conditions of employment act,
which stipulates a 48-hour working week,
overtime only by agreement and with pay,
provision for sick leave and annual leave
and conditions for termination of contract.

' But the South African Agricultural and
Plantation Workers Union has accused the
national minister, Derek Hanekom, of
turning a blind eye to the living conditions
of farm workers, concentrating instead on
evictions and land claims.

Ministerial spokesman Helmuth

— .__.._.._.‘._....._.._..1..-.

Policy dilemma over
plight of farmworkers

" livingfor farm labourers,

+ ceptable physical conditions are a way for
-farmers to control thelr Workers " said Mr

R N

24L/10 /24

Schlenther said that while the department
was moving ahead to secdre legislation
that would end ev1ctlons, this was ulfi-
mately aimed at improving the standard of

It is a view shared by the Natmnal Land
Committee, which believes the basic living
conditions of farm labourers is tied intrin-
sically to the involuntary evictions that
“wibrkers ate.constantly fced with AR

Accordingtothe NLC kesy
dan Pearce, therdite’dBont Six iR
farm workers and thelr dependants who
live on mainly white owned private farm
lands with no legal or formal tenure rights.

“These incidents of poverty and poor
salaries are not isolated, In fact these unac-

Pearce. .- -

“Weare argumgfhat aco&es toland and
decent housing is the solution to these
problems,” he said.

The NLC launched a national campaign
to end land evictions of farm workers and
to establish an intervention response pro-
gramme with the government to deal with
crises as they anse before the legislation is
enacted.

Made up ofa coahtlon of 13 organisa-
tions, the campaign partners made a spe-
cial appeal to farmers to desist from evict-

ing people from their land and “to help %

farm dwellers to build lives of security and
hope”.

“This is the greatest contrlbutmn you
can make to our new democratlc nation,”
said Mr Pearce.

BRSNS SO VRV | —
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The plight of farmworkers in
Gautengis growing worse and
their living conditions continue

to deteriorate. Now the provincial

s the Department of Land Affairs
grapples to work out a policy to
address the plight of black South
Afriean farmworkers, growing

impoverishment, slave wages and appalling
migrant labour living conditions still prevail

Just half an hour out of Johannesburg,
farm labourers are still earning R198 a
month. And in & visit to one of the farms, the
Saturday Star this week found as many as
15 women living in a single room.

Gaunteng MEC for Agricufture Nomvula
Mokonyane says the provineial government
is exiremely concerned about the practices
of some members of the organised farming
community.

“I have had initial discussions with the
provineial office of the Department of Labhour
in order to solicit their assistance with re-
spect to matters that concern the iransgres-
sion;of-thedegal rights-of farmworkers” says ="
Mokpnyane. o

Farmworkers are covered by the new
Labour Relations Act as well as by the pre-
gsent Basic Conditions of Employment Aet,
which stipulates, among others:

W A 48-hour working week.

JA Overtime only by agreement and with pay.
‘M Provision for sick leave and annual leave.
B Conditions for termination of contract.

But the South African Agricultural and
Plantation Workers’ Union has accused the
minisier, Derek Hanekom, of turning a blind
eye to the living conditions of farmworkers,
concentrating instead on evictions and land
claims.

Ministerial spokesman Helmuth Schlen-
ther said thai while the department was
moving ahkead {o secure legislation that
would end evietions, this was ultimately
aimed at improving the standard of living for
farm labourers.

It is a view shared by the National Land
Committee, which believes ihe basic living
conditions of farm labourers is fied intrinsi-
cally to the involuntary evictions with which
workers are constantly faced.

NLC spokesman Brendan Pearce says
there are about 6 million farmworkers and
their dependants who live on mainly white-
owned private farmiand, with no legal or for-
mal tenure rights beyond those depending
upon the goodwill and agreement of the
farmers.

“These incidents of poverty and poor
salaries are not isolated. In fact, these un-
acceptable physieal eonditions are a way for
farmers to coatrol their workers,” says
Pearce.

“At the moment we are looking at very
Hmited legislation, where we are arguing
that access to land and decent housing are
the solutions to these problems,” he says.

The NLC launched a national campaign
on Tuesday to end evictions of farmworkers
and to establish an intervention response
programme by the Government to deal with
crises as they arise before the legislation is
enacted.

Made up of a coalition of 13 organisa-
tions, the campaign partners made a special
appeal to farmers to desist from evicling
people from their land and “to help farm
dwellers to build lives of security and hope”.

government and unions are

beginning to talk tough, write

PRAKASH NAIDOO and
BLACKMAN NGORO
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PITIFUL EXISTENCE: Farmworkers work for as little as R198 a month and live crammed in leaking shacks where they have 1o try to keep pap warm in disused fertiliser containers. The ”government of farmers” often won't allow

children on their land

“This is the greatest contribution you can
make to cur new democratic nation,” says
Pearce.

Meanwhile, the plight of farm labourers
grows progressively worse and living condi-
tions continue {o deteriorate.

In their quest for betier treatment, work-
ers are turning to trade unions for a solution,
but so far only 6% of all farmeprs in the region
have signed recognition agreements with
unions representing workers.

South African Agricultura! and Planta-
tion Workers™ Union regional organiser
Musa Mokhubu says union organisers
have often been threaiened by gun-wielding
farmers.

Mokhubu, referring to some of the farm-
ers by name, says he was personally told
that if they ever saw him on their farms
again, he would be shot.

The infamous Trespass Act, which allows

a farmer to shoot on sight any strangers on
his property, is also still in force.

Farmers also resorted to employing the
services of labour consuliants to deal with
union representatives in a move to buy time
which in turn frustrates officials’ work.

Earlier this month Hanekom told mem-
bers of the South African Agricultural Union
to wind up their operations if they didn't
become compeltitive enough. This could be
achieved, he argued, through a reduction of
the labour force and mechanisation.

“We are already besieged enough without
the minister urging farmers to boot us out of
the farms. The Government has {o institute
interventionist measures where possible,”
urges Mokhubu

“We want to support farmers and produc-
tivity to enable them to respond to our con-
cerns for betier living conditions for the
workers.

1

, as everybody is expected ,mo work from early in the morning until 6 at night, Saturday to Saturday

“We are in the new South Afriea, yet the
only thing the workers know is the govern-
ment of farmers, which is already oppres-
sive.”

Lindi, a 28-year-old farmworker, who
started working on the land in 1979 when
she was only 11 years old, says all she wants
is a decent room with a shower and toilet,
together with a living wage.

She eats food that is cooked collectively
in an open shed with a leaking roof.

“It is unbearable to cook during the rainy
season.” she says.

The cooked pap is stored in disused plas-
tic fertiliser containers to keep it warm for
those workers still in the fields.

There is not much she or any of the other
women can do to change this state of affairs,
as their status on the farm is very uncertain.

“There are more than 100 women here
and many of them don’t come from around

Johannesburg.

“FThey have come from Pietersburg,
where they were picked up by a truck and
brought to Johannesburg,” she says.

According to Lindi, there are now a grow-
ing number of women arriving in the area
who have been drawn simply by word of
mouth.

“Which woman living in that hot and
poverty stricken area wouldn’t be attracted
by a chance to come to Johannesburg, even
if it is to work and live in these hovels?”

Children are not allowed to live in the
shacks and, according to Lindi, even if they
were, there would be no one to care for them
because all the people are expected to work
on the farm.

“Where would we leave them here?” she
says, pointing despairingly around the dor-
mitory, where the only beds are structures of
plywood mounted precariously on bricks to

PHOTOGRAFH' NAASHON ZALK

form some kind of platform.

“If we are expected to live like this,
do you think the employer would be pre-
pared to build a school for us or our chil-
dren?

“Often, we work up to 8pm. We work Sat-
urday and Sunday every week for a pitlance
of R198, which is sometimes increased to
R300 some months.”

Mokhubu estimates that 90% of the farm-
ers in the region refuse io spend money on
improving living conditions, fearing that this
woluld reinforce farmworkers’ claim on the
land.

Meanwhile, Mokonyane says she intends
to visit all farming areas in Gauieng to meet
with farmers and will urge them to comply
with the Basic Conditions of Employmeni
Act.

“Failure to do so will result in the law
being enforced against them.”
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Most vulnerable farmworkers

set to get Iegal pro

By PRAKASH NAIDOO

Drait legislation is expecied to
go before the Cabinet by the end
of this year which will put an
end to evictions of farmworkers.
Minister of Agriculture and
Land Affairs, Derek Hanekom
confirmed that, after wide con-
sultation, the draft will be dis-
cussed with various interested
groups in the next few weeks.

. Itisexpectedtobeenaoted

into law early next year. .

The laws areexpectedtopro- )
tect the most vulnerable of the

- approximately 6 million farm-
workers and their dependants
"on mainly wmte-owned g

" farmland.

“There have been a series of

hilateral talks and consensus {8

-developing ‘over ‘some 'of the

‘ideas coming forward,” Hane-

‘kom fold the Saturday Star
yesterday Ao s

tection -

will not be taking awa%éhl 9 Ll?gaé Squa&' twei-c; E

rights of farmers, but will be
offering protection io the most
vulnerable of land tenants.”
However, the National Land
Commission has expressed con-
corn that there has already been
g spate of pre-emptive evictions
in the run-up to the legislation
and said it would lobby the Gov-
ernment for a short-term mora-

. torium. + ¢

.'This week, the NLC thh a
coalition of 13 organisations, in-
cluding the ANC and PAC,

" launched a national protest to
"put pressure on the Cabinet to
“enit the evietlons. This will in-
te 'clude a march on the Union
: BuildlllgB nextyear L TM*

{:An NLC spokesman, Bren-

¥
‘gﬂttakeplaoeit ii'enﬂ

«dan Pearce, said part of the catn-
paignﬁvastomeetwhite{armem
directly, something which gmd

. hever happened before, % %
-~ /Pearce .sald the. 'existing
“The envisaged legislation K

dglation. . -

conﬂict with the new Labour
Relations Act, and would be
challenged in the Constitutmnal
Court unless scrapped. -
.However, Hanekom said both
these acls would be reviewed
and amended accordingly as
part of the new legislation. :
. The minister said calls for a
moratorium on evictions was

‘not legally binding, but the

‘department has been successful

-in convincing most farmers to

consider the suffering, ¢enslon
and upheRg this ‘tanses,
“Pre-emptive evictions hap-

pen only if farmers expeet some-
thing bad to come out of the leg-

LAl we
! thaf the most wﬁiéi‘ab
protected ait on can:

* said Harielkom. %




Rural squatters win
reprieve on evictions °
P © (L@ (=d

Louise Cook Bo QC?’IO HL

PRETORIA — Rural land owners
would no longer be allowed to evict 550-

le in terms of the Trespass and Pro-
ﬁibiﬁon on llegal Sguatﬁng Acts, and
would have to consider alternative op-
tons, Agriculture and Land Minister
Derek Hanekom said yesterday,

However, he toid the itech con-
ference the protection would not apply
toland invaders or rent defaulters,

New tenure legislation was being
gtudied by government in Preparation
for a position paper on the issue next
month, he said.

But Hanekom has made it clear he
rejected the farmers’ lobby argument
that lahour legislation took care of the
problem, meking additional laws un.
necessary. Draft legislation would be
tabled in Parliament early next year,

Hanekom said the planned legisia-
tion would foree land owners — and in
some cases the state where land was
state-owned — to “apply their minds”
tofind alternatives,

“Land owners and government need
to form a partnership to address the
problem of homelessness. Evictions
caused severe instability to whole com-

munities, impacting in turn on foreign
investor confidence. If 20 families are
put off a farm, it impacts on the whole
community; the evicted either invade
land or make deals with family or
friends on other land for a place to
ive.” The planned laws would apgly to
rural areas and tribal land, he said.

Hanekom dismissed calls by the
Congress of Traditional Leaders of SA
for legislation making it illegal for for-
eignerstoownland in SA.

“Unless foreign investors are able to
secure a privately owned home — with-
out fear of having it expropriated ar-
bitrarily — SA will not attract invest-
ment in plant and equipment.”

Asked about government’s reaction
to the Strauss commisgion report on
rural financial services handed to gov-
ernment last month, Hanekom con-
firmed that the Agricultural Credit
Board would be shut down, the Land

ank’s role reviewed and its board of
directors changed, as recommended in
thereport. T

“The Land Bank would rimarily
become involved in wholesald‘financ.
ing while retail lending wouldbe done
by a variety of institutions. It ina ques-
tion of how and how long.”
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! Louise Cook

FARMER and farm
worker  organisations
had agreed tor the first
time to co-operate in ad-
dressing the problem of
farm evictions, anti-evic-
tion campaign spokes-
man Dave Husy said at
the weekend.

Husy said that the SA
Agricultral Union had
also agreed at a meeting
on Friday to a request
from the campaign to
state publicly its stand
on evictions.

“In future all the
representative bodies,
including the SA Agri-
cultural Union, are hop-
ing to set up systems to
identify places where
evictions are taking

h).
plact—and” discuss how
best to deal withit.”
Agricuitural Union
spokesman Kobus
Kleynhans said the
union would issue a
statement this week.
The anti-eviction
campaign was launched
by the National Land
Committee last month.
National Land Commit-
tee chairman Brendon
Pearce said more than
1000 people had been
evicted from farms in the
past four to five months
1 anticipation of legisla-
tion that would give
tenure security to about
8-million farm dwellers.
Other reasons for evic-
tions were the promuiga-
tion last year of the
Labour Tenants Act,

‘Eviction agreement reached
' )

ifq

which gave workers the

right to buy part of the .

farm they were living on
and uncertainty around
the property clause in
the constitution.

Last week Agricul-

[ 9

ture and Land Minister ;

Derek Hanekom said he
opposed evictions unless
ternative accommoda-

tion was made available. |

He said farmers and gov-
ernment needed to “ap-

ply their minds” to find
alternatives to evictions

and the problem of in-
creased homelessness.
Farmer organisations

have said evictions have

occurred only in isolated
cages, and were often the
result of farms being sold

or staff cutbacks due to
overemployment. >
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Partners on the land

Farm deal shows

ESTELLE RANDALL
LaBauR REPORTER

The Lebanon Fruit Farm
Trust in Elgin has heen
launched as a landmark
venture in which workers, the
community, governinent and a
private company have formed
an equal partnership.

The R12-million project com-
prises 200ha which the trust is
leasing for 30 years from the SA
Forestry Company Ltd and Paul
Cluver’s De Rust Estate.

Profits from the project will be
shared equally among’the three
partners - the Lebanon Commu-
nity and Workers’ Trusts, the De
Rust Estate and the state-owned
forestry company.

HE WS

ltS

g}e Rustisa c1 uous frult
farm which grows apples, plums
and pears, has about 300 sheep
and recently diversified into wine
production.

The company will supply the
project with water from a dam on
the De Rust property and will
Tease its old forestry station to the

trust and will make farming and
- impart through the college. If

forestry expertise available,

The new farm will provide
about 60 permanent jobs but
farming will be more intensive -
with fruit trees planted closer
together to increase production.

Farm manager Andries
Ruiters said: “It’s a challenge
because its a new project and here
I will be on my own more
although I'll still have a boss.”

0{ sharing

ke Downes of the Elgin
Community College, who will
heip Mr Ruiters, believes nobody
should own land, a scarce, limited
resource. “It's given to us in stew-
ardship and we must be good
stewards. Farm workers have the
practical know-how but they
don’t have the theoretical back-
ground. That’s what I try to

anything’s going to sticceed then
this project will. It's about shar-
ing, it’s the new South Africa. ”

Mr Steyn hopes Dr Cluver ‘s
example will shift other farmers.
“We’re hoping the rest offiral
South Africa will ook at What is
happening here and that farmers
realise they have nothing to‘lohe
by sharing,” he said.




Rural farmers

caught

a debt tra

Homeless communities in KwaZulu-Natal have ;een
locked into land agreements which they don’t understand

and can't possibly afford, reports Ann Evelet

LPHEUS MNCUBE 'eves

he is a lucky man. Smiling

proudly from the corru-

gated-iron roof of his freshily

packed wattle-and-daub
house, the railway worker boasts about
the fruits of his labour: “This house
wasn't here last week,” he says.

Mncube is still smiling because he
does not know that the land could be
yanked from under him. His plight is
that of countless numbers of rural
peasants caught in a debt trap cre-
ated by the apartheid-era law under
which they bought land.

Puiting down roots on the grassy
slopes of a Louwsburg farm pur-
chased by the KwaKhombi commu-
nity in northern KwaZulu-Natal was
the culmination of years of landless
anticipation for the Mncube family.
Evicted from a white farm in nearby
Ngotshe last year, the Mncubes joined
the growing army of farm evictees dot-
ting the countryside around Viyheid
desperately searching for land rights.

The Mncubes' search ended with
their acceptance into the KwaKhombi
community of Chief Bhekumuzi Zulu.
Or so they thought. Mncube and his
neighbours could lose their land in
terms of a 1993 agreement which their
leaders signed with the white farmers,
who still hold the title deeds, and the
farmers’ estate agents.

As far as Mncube is concerned, the
R1 600 settlement fee he scraped
together from his meagre earnings as
a Spoornet worker and the sale of a
prized ox have secured his rights fo
this land. If he can raise another R600
he can buy an adjoining sliver, he says.

Mncube and his neighbours know
little of the complex history behind
this land purchase, which began
with the 1987 Ngotshe Accord in
which white farmers agreed to sell
land to five landless chiefs in a bid to
promote the consolidation of the frag-
mented KwaZulu homeland.

Back then, Mncube paid his first

RI00 deposit towards a different
pliece of land. The controversial

e e S
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gcor? faltered but then the [§
apartheid government provided the |

mechanism for land transfer to black
communities under Act 126 of 1993,
The farmers charged KwaKhombi
R2-million for three farms they said
would accommodate 200 families on
100m by 100m plots.

Under the old land redistribution
formula, the government paid 80% of
this cost and lent the community
R300 000 for their payments. The
community was to cough up
R100 000 for the initial 5% deposit.

Chief Zulu's councillor Enoch §
Khumalo says the community bor- §
rowed the R100 000 from a commer- §

cial bank in Vryheid two years ago,
but was told they could not move on
to the farm until the debt was repaid
and the planning was completed,

“Finally the community started to {

complain that they have been paying
money and they wanted to move on to
their land and build houses,” Khu-
malo says. They were allowed to do so.

Niether Khumalo nor Zulu can

explain exactly how much money has §

been collected or how much is still

owed or to whom. But Durban land §
rights attorney Peter Rutsch says his
investigation into the KwaKhombi }

land quagmire suggests the commu-
nity has been thrown into a debt trap
they are unlikely to escape.

4 ¢ first problem is that the
R2-million price was ridicu-
lous, the second is how you

can have a rural community saddled
with a debt of R400 000 plus an
impossible R86 000 in interest every
six months and the third is the
arrangement through which the farm
owners are sitting with nearly R2-
million and the community still
doesm’t have the right to occupy the
land.”

Although they are on the Iand they
are not legally entitled to be there and
could face eviction or repossession.

Rutsch says he is seeking an
agreement from the Department of

France Phillips: A rural union official who denies he is getting rich at the
expense of labour tenants

Status symhol: France Phillips’s Mercedes

Land Affairs to convert the
KwaKhombi land purchase into the
new system instituted early this year
whereby communities receive a
R15 000 grant per household for land
and planning costs. This would give
the community roughly R3-million.

But neither Mncube nor Khumalo
has heard of this system: “If we had
R15 000 we would build a house with
cement blocks, instead of this struc-
ture which might collapse in three
years. We would bring water to the
house and install a bathtub,” says
Mncube's wife Thabila.

Durban Legal Resources Centre
attorney Thulani Nkosi says this

PHOTOGRAPH: MIKE MATHERMAN
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problem is common to many com-
munities which purchased land
before the government changed the
system this year. He points to the
KwaGumbi community from the
same area — also an Ngotshe Accord
applicant — which has recently
applied for grants. “Now the Depart-
ment of Land Affairs insists they wait
for planning to be done. They have
been waiting three years. These are
landless and homeless people who
are locked into old agreements and
transactions they don’t understand
and can't possibly afford. The
Department of Land Affairs needs to
understand the need for immediate

Prbﬁtihg” ”
from the
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EPARTMENT of Land Affairs

labour tenant rights facilitator

Busani Ngubane says many
labour tenant eviction cases are com-
plicated by the involvement of a
plethora of unfons and organisations
operating in the Vryheid area.

“Some of these unions charge peo-
ple money just to introduce them toa
lawyer. Others get people to sign con-
tracts with the farmers that they are
farmworkers instead of labour ten-
ants. Some of them give bad advice
and then it is too late to take legal
action,” he says.

Other land rights legal officials say
some unions are "getting rich off these
poor landless people”, and point to the
flash cars driven by local unionists.

General United Workers Union of
Sonth Africa (Guwusa) president
France Phillips has a black Mercedes
parked outside, anusual for a rural
union official, but denies he is getting
rich at the expense of labour tenants.
He says he only charges R10 monthly
membership dues and his competitors
in the EwaZulu Union of Farm Resi-
dents Organisation (KwaZufro} and the
Mining, Agricultural, Commercial and
Allied Workers Union of South Africa
{Macawusa) say they charge even less.
They all say “some other unions” are
the culprits, but refuse to specify.

‘The unions point the finger back at
the Department of Land Affairs,

{ which they say has failed to help

their members, and at the farmers
whom they accuse of employing new
tacties to kick tenants off their land.

| into game reserves and telling the

people, ‘If you don’t move, we'll bring

i in lions next week’. Others are turn-

ing their farms into forests which
employ less people,” says KwaZufro

“ President Zakhe Mtshali.
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occupation and come up with contin-
gency plans for these communities
that are always on the run,” he says.

Land Affairs officials working in
Vryheid's facilitation office say the
problems are complicated in this
white farming haven where, in addi-
tion to landless chiefs and traditional
communities, at least 20 communi-
ties face eviction every month. “Vry-
heid accounts for one-third of all
labour tenant-land rights claims
before the Land Claims Court nation-
ally and we only hear about the cases
that come to our office,” says labour
tenant rights facilitator Busani
Ngubane.




Government policy.
roam&_m construction

Robyn Chalmers

BOTTLENECKS in the delivery of housing and
infrastructure services continue to bedevil the
construction sector, with concerns focused on
market uncerteinty over government'’s RDP,
housing and m.&..:o works policies.

A report from a recent workshop to discuss
the problems facing the construction industry
found that investment was not taking place at
anything like the levels needed to sustain com-
panies in the sector,

The report, compiled by SA Federation of
Civil Engineering Contractors economist Henk
Langenhoven, found that investment levels in
the industry were approaching the same low lev-
els last experienced in the 1991/92 recession.

“These low levels have mainly been because
of inactivity from our main client, government,
which is responsible for 90% of the civil engi-
neering market,” the report said. “The private
sector has, in many cases, put their money

where their mouth is and kept investing.” e

The report said contradictions in policy sig--
nals from different departments were also of
concern, although some departments — such as
transport, water affairs and public works —
were succeeding in putting out contracts, The

_ep isiylab @)
housing n_oUmHnB__an Smm_ mnuwmnw_wp to get ifs

programmes off the ground, largely due to poor -
capacity and little co-operation from stakehold-

ers, although there were recent signs of
improvement.

e infrastructure portion of the RDP had
fallen under the constitutional development
department, but viable urbanisation was largely
dependent on housing with services,

“The result is that services provision is con-
tinuously declining as a portion of our market,”
the report said. .

There was an urgent need to sort out the pol-
icy contradictions mBmumeFm from different de-
mﬁuﬁﬂgﬁm, to ensure that the industry did not

ither away”.

There was an overall drive to bring delivery
down to the lowest level of government possibie,
While this was mﬁwuonﬁmn. the problem of capac-
ity to implement housing projects was a major
bottleneck.

Community-based contracting could lead to
the loss of construction capacity — when con-
tracts went to communities the amount of work’
available tolosing companies diminished.

“This must be seen in contrast to the clear
capacity problem among communities to do the
confracting required,” the report said.

Agricultural union

rejects sUﬁMW w6<m

Louise Cook
20 I1sulab

THE Transvaal Agricultural Un-
ion yesterday rejected moves by
Agriculture and Land Affairs Min-
ister Derek Hanekom to give “ar-
tificial” tenure security to people
not actively employed on farms.

The union said the planned
laws would jeopardise farmers’
property owmership rights and
Emgm as employers, upset labour
relations in agriculture and ham-
per food production.

“Service contracts between far-
mers and workers provide for
worker accommodation on the
farm linked to conditions of ser-
vice. It is obvious that a worker no
longer employed on the farm, has
tofind another home — asin every
other sector of the economy.”

The union said unemployed
people were not entitled to artifi-
cial claims to farm land.

Meanwhile, draft legislation on
tenure security was being pre-
pared by the land affairs depart-
meént. Land affairs spokesman
Maurice Smithers said the tenure
security laws were urgent, but the
department was careful not to cre-
ate inappropriate measures,
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Loopholes

Colleen Lowe Morna
in Nelspruit and
Dehorah Ewing in Weenen

OSHA TOLLY BIYA winces
with pain when you shake
his hand. The labour ten-
.ant from a farm 15km out-
side Nelspruit — which he declines
to name for fear of reprisals — was
injured while driving the tractor on
the land where he has lived and
worked since boyhood. A kitchen
screw rammed into his elbow to hold
the joint together is the only evi-
dence of any kind of “treatment"”.

Now, this gentle-faced man, whose
eyes water uncontrollably as he
speaks, faces an even more devas-
tating upheaval.

Afew days after census officials vis-
ited the farm and revealed to hisland-
lord how many of his children and
grandchildren were living with him,
the farmer ordered that they all leave
— or have his house burnt down.

The elderly widower has been left
alone. He is afraid that he will be the
next to be evicted. “I do not want to
fight. I do not want to cause trouble,”
he insists to lawyer Chali Mnisi, who,
along with his business partner, Obed
Ntuli, have been inundated with
ishour tenant cases. “I just want your
advice about what 1should do.”

Mnisi is caught in a dilemma. On
the face of it, it is a straightforward
case, Under the Labour Tenants' Act
passed earlier this year, Biya is enti-
tled to security of tenure, and to have

*

Obed Ntuli: Lost all faith in the law
PHOTOGRAPH: NAASHON ZALK

his family living with him. He's also
entitled to apply to purchase the land
within the next four years, using his
R 15 000 subsidy. There’s a catch. He
has to prove he's a labour tenant: not
a farmworker. If he loses, Biya may be
worse off than where he started.

Ntuli, who says he has “lost all faith
in the law", is bitterly critical of the
Act for putting the onus of proof that
they are not farmworkers on labour
tenants, rather than on farmers.

To be classified a labour tenant,
claimants have to prove that they
benefit more from working the piece
of land they occupy, than from
wages. “Economic value”, as under-
stood by the courts, makes this well
nigh impossible, according to Ntuli.

Take the case of Biya, who earns
R150 per month. How does one bal-
ance that against the “value” of his

hurt labour tenants

s

(MM ) 22~22 )y Lié
mud hut and the tiny piete o d
on which he grows a few vegetables
to eat? To the courts, the latter are
worthless. To Biya, they are his
whole life.

Ntuli recounts the case of a client
who lost his case because he had
“signed” a contract, written in
Afrikaans, using a thumb print, to say
that he was an employee, The client
was ignorant of what he had signed,
but the court deemed it legal.

Makhonya Alcock of the Mdukut-

| shani community-based organisa-
§ tion in northern EwaZulu-Natal, says

there have been several cases of
farmers starting to pay labour ten-
ants wages to disqualify them from
making claims under the Act,

Among the flaws in the legislation,
Alcock cites the fact that if claimants
take a case to the Land Claims Court
and lose, they risk being evicted and
having to pay both sides’ legal fees out
of the R15 000 subsidy they could oth-
erwise use to land.

Mdukutshani is advising labour
tenants to negotiate with farmess
rather than go to court. Ntull says
he's no longer going to wait for cases
of eviction: “we're going to get proac-
tive, and advise our clients to put in
their claims to purchase the land.”

It may be a long shot for Biya. But
while his claim is pending he cannot
be evicted. And his lawyers say he
deserves nothing less than to have
his family back with him; and, when
the day comes, to rest in peace on
the only land he has ever known.
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Farm

workers t

fruits of thel

By TOM HOOD

AGRICULTURAL land is being
bought up by an independent devel-
opment company to help farm work-
ers become co-owners and partners
in small but profitable farming en-
terprises.

The Cape-based NewFarmers De-
velopment Company plans to be-
come involved in projects with a to-
tal investment value of over R130-
million in the next three years.

Its capital base is Ri(-million,
contributed by several South African
companies, which it expects to ex-
pand to R125-million, including R75-
million promised by overseas devel-
opment agencies,

A private placing of shares offered -

to institutions and companies this
month aims to raise R40-million, of
which 45 percent has been promised

cm

Unifruco, Outspan and KWV, all
shareholders.

Projects will be structured to help
workers apply for the government’s
settlement grant of R15 000 2 house-
hold, says NewFarmers managing
director Hannes le Roux.

The company recently helped 20
workers on farms in Montague,
Ceres and Swellendam form their
own company and buy a 40-hectare
fruit farm at Montague for R2-mil-
lion, arranging a long-term loan and
working capital with Absa Bank.

With a farm manager and other
investors, the company has 35 share-
holders and they aim to expand the

farm and provide eight more jobs.

Similar ventures are planned in
the Highveld (table grapes), Little
Karoo {deciduous fruit), West Coast
(citrus and table grapes), Lowveld

0 reap the
Ir owq Ialg our
by Absa Bank} utua§i;i;r§am b%ﬂa's' a‘nﬂi sugar), Overberg (de-
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ciduous fruit and citrus), eastern
Free State (potatoes and vegetables),
Loskop (table grapes and citrus) and
Boland (fruit packing shed).

Other sectors could include os-
triches, broilers and herbs and
spices.

From next year, NewFarmers will
step up its efforts to expand into
commercial agriculture.

Development  institutions in
France, Britain and Holland are ea-
ger toinvest in South Africa and have
agreed to take up shares in the com-
pany, added Le Rouzx.

The French development institu-
tion is also negotiating with Nedbank
Investment Bank for a R50-million
loan.

NewFarmers eventually.plan to
go for a listing on the Johanneshurg
Stock Exchange.
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Hanekom accused .
of ° dlscrlmmatlon
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Louise Cook

TRADE unions, in an angry response
to Land Affairs and Agriculture Min-
ister Derek Hanekom’s rejection of a
minimum wage for the agricultural
sector, have accused government' of
discriminating against farm workers.

General secretary of the Cosatu-
affiliated: SA Agrlcultural Plantation
and Allied Workers’ Union (Saapawu),
Dickson'Motha, called on Hanekom to
facilitate a discussion forum on the is-
stue as a matter of urgency to “knock
some sense” into the ANC’s leaders.

Motha: was reacting to a statement
by Hanekom at an Organisation for
Livestock-Producers’ conference in the
Free State ‘Hanekom saig the ANC op-
posed a minimum wage in the agricul-
tural sector and this stance was reflect-
ed in official policy documents.

The AN(C’s policy on minimum
wages hag been that these should be
negotiated for each sector rather than
imposed at national level.

Hanekom was reported as saying at
the conference that a minimum vwage,

mLZ0 .......‘

for farm wor ers could be “contrary: to
the aims of the ANC”, Unlike manu;
facturing industries, the agricultural
sector congisted uf thousands of micro-
producers and & minimum wage couls
cause mass unemployment. ‘f -
Cogatu spokesman Nowetu Mpatn
said the Labour Relations Act requirkd’*
that farm workers be treated in the
same way as workers in general. “The
ANC should rather facilitate discus;
sions beiween the farmers’ unions and ’
workers to carry forward the debate.” .»
Mpati conceded that agriculture
would be a “diffienlt” sector in which to
determine a single minimum wage dueé
to the unpredictability and diversity
SA farming activities. S
“Cosatu is striving for talks w1th
farmers’ organisations on a minimum
wage of R750 a month, an amount st111
below the accepted bread line. Employ-
ment need not be sacnﬁced in provid-
ing a more realistic wage,” she said, ..,
However, Motha said that despite
Saapawu having adopted the figure of

Continuedon Pagé‘ 3
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Hanekom C%)

Contlnuedfrom Page 1 ﬂ Pt l q é
R750a month two yéats ago, he union

now felt the principle of a minimum
wage in farming was more 1mportant
than the amount.

“The amount can be negotlated be-
tween Saapawu and farmérs’ unions.
The minister (of agriculture} should
urgently facilitate such talks.” Motha
said Hanekom'’s statement was “un-
called for”.

Business organisations said Hene-
kom’s stance on nummum wages for
farmworkers was unhkely to affect the
debate.in other sectora s

Freemarket, Foundatmn director
Eustace. Davey, sald fa¥mers:were i ina
stronger ‘position than employers in
other sectors "because remunergtion on

farms was often paid partly in kind, in-
cluding accommeodation and food.

SA Chamber of Business (Sacoh)
labour  affairs director  Gerrip
Bezuidenhout said different bottom
lines for different agricultural regmns
in SA would be preferable to a single
minimum wage for the whole sector. -

“The two controversial sectors are
farming and domestic workers, Sat:ob
has not yet adopted an official policy in
this regard, but my feeling is that these
two sectors are partlcularIy vulnerable
to unemployment,”he said.

The SA Agricultural Union was not
available to comment yesterday.

Farmers’ bodies have long advised
members to switch to paying cash
wages rather than other forms of re-
muneration such as food, a share of the.
crop and accommodat:on Most non-
farming sectors pay minimum wages
determined by industrial eouncils,
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Call'to’ scrap toothless

State labour
& B0 A a

A FORUM get up” by former Free State pren:uer
Patrick Lekota to-bring farmers and their workers
together to-discuss provincial labour issues had col-

B

| lapsed, agricultural sources said at the weekend,

Free State Agricultural Union labotir spokegman
~Frans Delport blamed the trade unions for a “lack of
interest in: solving labour problems”, saying union
representatives consistently failed to turn up at foa

, Tum fneétings.

" Atteridance problems had started in February,

1. aud” by the: latest forum meeting last week not a sin-

gle tradé union representative had made an appear- i
ance, he said.

‘However, SA ‘Agriculture, Plantation and Alhed
Workers Union Free State representative Phillip

-MaJara said the forum was a “toothless body”. Prob-
‘lems_had been: expenenced in. implementing deci-

sions. taken at the forum, as it lacked the power to
ensure'that they were carried out, he said.

Another discussion; forum, a strategy unit” deal-
ing:, mamly with evictions from farms, had proven
moré effective and was being supported by workers.
“It 1s!1eg1tunate and has the means to enforce de-
cisions;” he said. ;

MaJara said the’main: prohlems on-farms in the
province Wwere evictions, farmers’ rejection of unions,
and “risgative” consultants involved in labour issues.

Free State Agricultirral. Union human resources
spokesman Piéter Moller said the forum — which
was chaired by provinecial government and included:
farmers and workers’ organisations representatives
— should be scrapped Despite Lekota’s good inten-
tions, the forum ‘was not:solving labour problems.
Workers would sirffer if farms were shut down.

National African Farmers’ Union spokesman Zya
Mbawula said that the provincial agriculture depart-
ment would have to intervene if the forum was to
achleve 1ts purpose.
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Heated dispute over ‘a a%@é&

NIXOLIS] MGKASHE
STAFF REPORTER

“Feudal” farmers and Iandowners take
note. A new dispensation could soon
see farm workers with new righis to

own E $'land and hotisés in ' which they

live. ."

_ African National Congress MP Ben
Turok told Saturday Argus that the
landowners and farmers of Groot Draken-
stein near Paar]l have refused to endorse an
idea for developing a small, modern village
for pensioned farm workers and that this
attifude has no place in the new culture of
democracy inthe oo:bﬁ%

. The six-year dispute is over a piece of
land owned by the Public Works Depart-

ment. Simondium residents, most of whom

were born and bred in the area, Smﬁ this~

{and for development, housing arid settle™

ment for their aged.

outsiders and became a squatter camp, .

_valleys. C

Farmers and landowners in the area “Since the lifting of sanctions against
have objected to allowing the community  South Africa grape exports have shot up by
access to this land because they believe more than 50 percent and the country is
this s.omE lower the price of their land, now shortof good white wine because most
especially if the settlement encouraged of it is exported,” Professor Turok said.-

He said the departments of Agricut Ema
d other govérnment

Three years ago the ooEE;EQ and Land Affairs and
brought in some engineers who surveyed departments were prepared to provide
the area and agreed that it was ideal for an = financial and other assistance to make the
“agri-village” as it had plenty of the needed community’s dream of puttingup a SmEm
infrastructure around it: water, a commu-  village in the area arealityz*: -
nity centre, churches, schools and other . Over the past zmmuEmmabmm cmgmmﬁ ail
facilities. mum stakeholders - farmers, landowners,
Professor Turok, who grew up inthe the  community, various onSE H.E.ﬁmm
area, says the area is highly prized, the and Em Government —have been held inan
“richest in the country”. attempt to find an amicable solution to the
The Eﬁs -American Corporation owns problem.
large farms in the area which grow grapes But the objectors to.the plan are not
which are exported around the world. showing any willingness to concede defeat
..omwgﬁmw. from a scenic point of view  in spite of a Supreme Court ruting in April
this area has some of the most beautiful last year which upheld the cornmunity’s
Emg tobe in the area mm& agreed to its

PR
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removal only when alternative land was
mqmmmgm.

~Things came to a head recently when
the Embm%sm director of the Anglo Amefi-
omwimmﬂgm in Paar] stormed out of a meet-
Sm -while Professor: Turok was H.mm&bm out .
“apetition om grievances from the communi-
E

“Ttold gﬂo -American Corporation in
.HorEEmm,cﬁm that this behaviour was not
WmEmE mwn that Anglols objection to Em
< yillage was not helpful éither.

“So I'm taking all possible steps to mmﬁ
the whole community and other sectors to
co-operate.

“I don’t know where it will end,” said

Professor Turok.

He said that from the beginning he had
been very. mNonma aboutthe proposal for
the agri-village because he felt it was an
“opportunity to.get a “real model agri-vil-
lage” for the whole of the area stretching

from Paarl to m_umbmogomw mHE on 8 m_“mﬂ
lenbosch. - . . .= -

:ewmmmwmoﬁm are: Very mﬁmgm ‘they umém !

uodm and.long mmmooﬁﬁowm With mmow other. -
They are a Very &8@5@; oosEEEQ and
- their leadexship is, ﬁmﬁ.@ H.mmbmﬁwqm -said.-
" Professor Turok. o
Professor Turok said the Independent

Development Trustwas one of the bodies ;.

S &i

Qo.,ﬂmgﬁmﬁ This is anew mo<mus5mﬁ
. with a new Constitution.

“The farmers and land owneérs should
“FeaitheTesson of transformation. The true
essence of this lesson is that this Govern-
-ient: mmﬁoﬁm the due process in relation to
~land: and housing in particular, » Professor
Turok said. .

He said the Government knew that peo-

"that could umE in wxm&smgm%aogmmm ple had mxwmnﬁmﬁowm and if the “due

agri-village, as are'the mmumwnzmﬁm of Pub- -

lic Works, E_osﬁnﬁm and bmba Affairs, -

+ «A semi-feudalistlegacy ﬂmBmEm ‘guite
strong .in the aréa:-The farmers and -
landowners do not regard § iouwﬂ.m with -
adequate respect. eum% do notthink ‘work-
ershavearightto osa.m piecéof Hmbm anda
house of their own. .“Epm; is Em essence of
feudalisni.

“We shall owmﬁmm Emmm mﬁgmmm mba in
the end L think we shall succeed by virtue
-of pressure w.oﬁ ﬁpm noHEdE.:Q and ﬁwm

E.oomwm: was not pursued, or if there was

~Sundueprocrastination” and the disadvan-
ASmm@. umoEm in the community did not see
progressina Hmmmomem time frame, “they
will simply squat”

The ocHEBEﬁQ has already issued this
altimatum. Leaders say that if by the sec-
ond week of this month no indication is
given by the landowners and farmers that
they can have the piece of land they are

' going to dd'exactly what Professor Turok

H.mmwm maﬁﬁ mﬁn “repossess” the Hmbn
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Many bittef Words will be exchanged
before Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom’s Extension of Security of
Tenure Bill, gazetted this week, becomes
law. The SA Agricultural Union has de-
nounced it for giving “extraordinary and
unacceptable powers to the State.”

The Bill seeks to ensure farm workers
have a roof over their heads once they
are no longer of economic value to their
employers. Hanekom’s answer is a
working partnership between landown-
ers and local government to provide
housing for such people, financed by the
departments of Housing & Land Affairs.

The Bill recognises the delay there is
likely to be in getting the necessary
mechanisms up and running. It therefore
dumps the problem in farmers’ laps.
However legal an eviction, it won't be
legally enforceable if “reasonable and af-
fordable” alternative accommodation is

. not provided “in the same area.”

A farmer might have to bear the bur-
den of unwanted occupiers — not just of

houses, but also of land — for_many

FiNANCIAL MAIL « FEBRUARY 7 - 1997
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years. The problem is not
only a present lack of
provincial and local govern-
ment capacity. Deciding
which housing develop-
ments make practical sense
will often be difficult and
could produce years of
lengthy debate.

For example, in
intensively  culti-
vated regions such
as the Western

Cape, agri-villages |
would  probably

make good sense.
Farm employees
would not only in-
habit them but
also, courtesy of
the taxpayer, own [
them. Losing a job
would therefore
not mean losing
one's home, any
more than it would for an utban worker,

In regions where farms are huge, how-
ever, agri-villages probably wouldn't
work, says Land Affairs director-general
Geoff Budlender. Other solutions would
have to be created. “The key, as we see
it,” he says, “is to harness the energies of
the people on the ground — owners and
occupiers — because they have the most
direct interest in a solution.”

Getting the two sides to agree on a 50-
lution, or even occupiers to agree among
themselves, could, however, take a long
time. Occupiers will quickly realise they
are, in effect, being given R15000 or
more to invest in bricks and mortar for
their own account. They won't want to
spend it in ways that won’t satisfy them-
selves or anyone else to whom they
might eventually wish to sell their homes
— and the Bill empowers them to velo a
proposed development intended for
them,

Nor can anyone say at this stage
whether there will be sufficient funds to
meet farm workers’ needs in coming
years. Land Affairs, says Budlender, will
have R200m-R300m in 1997-1998 for its
land redistribution programme. But that
includes putting farm workers into busi-
ness for themselves by buying up white-
owned land as well as building houses
for the lawfully evicted.

While such problems are being unrav-
elled, farmers may, on the grounds of un-
faimess, be prevented by the proposed
Eill from evicting workers, however le-

Derek Hanekom

FinaNciaL MaIL - FEBRuArY 7 - 1997

gitimate that would otherwise be. Bud-
lender observes that “to have a farmer
stuck with unwanted occupants indefi-
nitely would be intolerable — and a
recipe for further conflict.”

Commercial farmers  will
Hanekom absorbs that message.
John Collings

hope
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Bl seeks mofé- securlty |

“for plattelan

Legxslah t evic-
tions of rural families and
give them - security of
tenure would be intro-
duced this year, Agricul-
,tural and Land Affairs
Minister Derek Hanekom
. said yesterday.
Announcing the Ex-
tension of Security Terure
Bill in Pretoria, he said
most landowners accept-
ed it was immoral to evict
people who had nowhere
elsetogo.
The bill i unposes strict
limits on the powers of
» courts to grant an eviction
order if no other accom-
modation is available for
the tenant.
Hanekom said: “Peo-

ple have found them-  shi
selves dumpedonthe side .

of the road because of a
change of ownership or a

-

farmer’s fear of the new
' South Africa.” ’

The SA Agricultfiral
Union criticised the bill,
saying it gave the state ex-
traordinary and unaccept-

+ able powers. |

Pieter Erasmnus, chair-
man of the SAATU's labour
conmmttee, sald in Preto-
ria that although the draft
legislation contained some
reasonable  provisions,
there were many uncer-
tainties which the union

would try to remove or

improve,
“There is apparently

df‘,

some ¢ nfuﬂn concern-
ing occupational rights
and the right to use lan o
he said.

The bill will be pub-
lished for public comment
in the Government.Ga-
zette early next month,

*The bill will cover peo-
ple living in homes on
land belonging to others
with the tacit or express
consent of the landowner.

<Land invasions wiltnot be

encouraged or rewarded.
The bill will apply to
commercial farms, rural
iand owned by tribes and
peri-utban Jand, provid-
ing a legal framework for
landowners and occupiers
to conduct their relation-

p-

Evictions will be al-
lowed only by court order
in accordance with steps
outlined in the bill.

Proposed  long-term
measures to give people
security of tenure includes
the use of land and hous-
ing subsidies for develop-
ment schemes for rural
families.

Land Affairs Director-
General Geoff Budlender
told reporters he did not
expect mass evictions be-
fore the bill came into ef-
fect. The effect of the pro-
posed law would also be
retrospective to prevent
pre-emptive  evictions.
-Sapa.




Bill to'end®"
ev1ct10n of
farm dwellers

By Josias Chaﬂe

IASS EVICTIONS of farm dweIlers may soon be a thing

; 'f ) th{.. .past with-the introduction .of the -Extension: of

ecnnty of Tenire Bill hy the Land Affairs Departient. .
The intéoduction of the Bill was announced' yesterday |

“on behalf of Land Affairs Minister Mr' Derek Hanekom by
1‘.I1e director-genesal Mr Geoff Budlender. .

"It contains no threat to the rights of landowners and
lhere is no suggestion of farmers losing their land, but
: once it s accepted as law it wxll put an end to arbitrary

t e\ucnons

- The aim of the new. Bill is to create alternatives which

prowde security of tenure and permdnent land: -rights for
.’ the people who now hve under vuInerabIe and subsement
condmons :

- “'This is the only long term solutmn and one: whlch Lhe
Bﬂl ‘coimhits:the' Government to-fund. Tt can be achieved
only by - sharmg sresponsibility for creatmg solutions
" between the Government, landowners and occupiers. -

) g “Landowners “want  their' property rights recognised,

2 occupiers want secumy of tenure and. the Govemment
¥ Wwants-a stable environment $0 that economic growlh can
take place,” Badlender said. - : .

. He indicatéd that many landowners accepted that i 1t was
1mmora1 10 evict people if they had nowhere else to go.:

"The:Bill aims to require landowners to exercise their
Iand rights regponsibly in that they can evict- people only
Cif there are alternatives. Procedures to be foliowed are sct

: out in the proposed law. - -
-“iThe-green. light for: Hanekom to prepare ‘the new ‘law
_.was’ given -by ‘Cabinet-in December last.year and it-is
: expected that the-provisions of the Bill will be refrospec-
-live to. the' date- when .it was ﬁrst pubhshed in. the
; Govemmem Gazette.. " . » q

L ' Ty
g’us-nﬂw' o'e e -qum.«a ek ax
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‘GOVT HAS A DUTY TO INTERVENE’

Bill to end ‘unfaiy’ eviction

A PROPOSED new biil aims
at ending the “insecure”
position of people living as
tenants in rural areas.
BARRY STREEK reports.

FAR-REACHING law to pre-
Avent the “unfair” eviction of

people from farms and com-
munal areas is to be introduced
into Parliament soon, Agriculture
and Land Affairs Minister My Derek
Hanekom announced yesterday.

He said the current law allowed
for unfair evictions and as 3 result
the government had no alternative
“but to change the law and bring it
in line with the new human tights
standards in the Constitution”.

The proposed Extension of
Security of Tenure Bill is certain to
provoke protests from farmers,
landowners and agricultural organ-
isations.

Hanekom said one of the results
of the legacy of Inequality in access
to land in South Africa was that
millions of people had to live on
land belonging to other people,

“Outside the towns, this occurs
on the farms, in the communal
areas, in peri-urban areas, and on
privately owned so-called ‘black
spot’ land.

“The landless occupy this Jand
Sometimes as tenants, sometimes
as farm workers and sometimes as
‘refugees’ who have begged a place

L ey

THE Extonsion FSecurlyof Tonuio

Blit would “neither encoiirage nor
reward land Invaslons” but it would
provide securlty for vilnerable
occuplers of rural and perlyrban
land, Agriculture and Lang Affairs’
yestenday, -
. The bl wift; s

"~ @ Cover pedple who have thelr
home on lang which belongs to oth-
eérs with the consent, tacit of
express, of the owner or lawful
occupier of that land, . o

» Apply,tu,mral land — Inetug. -
ing commerclal famm land, fand
owned by tribes In rural areas ang
perutban fang,

® Provide a fegay framework for

Minister Mr Derek Hanekom:sald .

10 stay on the basis of desperation
and lack of alternatives.”

One of the challenges facing
land reform was to create ways in
which people who lived in vutiner-
able circumstances on other peo-
ple’s land could obtain permanent
and secure land rights.

He said this was the only long-
term solution to the problem, but
in the meantime they were inse-
Cure and extremely vuinerable.

“One of the starkest forms of
this insecurity is evictions. In many
instances evictions have taken
place under circumstances which
are unfair and unacceptable,

“People have found themselves

%

tles for trespassing,

.—'r T:}

Ak

8 i

“hoth laid wners and occuplers to
conduct thelr relationship,
® Define how lawful evictions
may take plage, :
® Create incentlves for langd
owner$ and ovcuplers to enter Into,
amangements t6 prontoté long-tent
and Indgpendent tenure secutlty,

" '@ Grant-an occupler who hag
fived on fand for 20 years, and who
is elther 55 yoars old or disabled
former employee of the owner, a
the land, . L

@ Propose pafialties for ofiend-
€15 who eviet tontrary to this law,

® Make the penalties for unlaw.

fifevicons the same as the penak

- Mon-ransferable right to remain on

dumped on the side of the road
because of a change of ownership
Or a farmer’s fear of the new South
Africa. Whole districts have been
destabilised by spates of evictions
and counter-resistance by occu-
piers.

“Given what is at stake, the
demolition of houses, loss of live.
stock and families sleeping beside
the road, it is not surprising that
disputes around eviction have a
tendency to degenerate into vio-
lence.”

The government had a duty to
intervene and had done so in the
past by calling for moratoriums on
evictions,

e ———

d
\

These had been reial vely suc-
cessful in some areas but the prob-
lem was that only reasonable
landowners bound themselves to
these social contracts and there
had been no iegal way in which
these moratoriums could be
enforced.

Hanekom said the aim of the
bill was to create alternatives
which provided security of tenure
and permanent rights to these
people.

A long-term solution could be
achieved only by sharing responsi-
bility for solutions between three
major stakeholders — government,
landowners and occupiers,

Until now, the entire burden
for the structural inequality was
only born by the occupiers and the
bill aimed to change the balance of
power in two ways by limiting the
circumstances under which evic.
tions could take place and the sate
binding itself to support and fund
long-term solutions,

“We cannot allow relatively fow
individuals to act in a way which
compromises the efforts of the
majority who are seeking constrc-
tive solutions in the rural areas,

“Most land owners accept that
it is immoral to evict people if they
have nowhere else to go,

“The bill attempts to ensure
that this new morality is binding
on all South Africans, and to pre-
vent actions which destabilise aJ]
land ownership,” Hanekom said.




Planned legislation to obstructeviction of farm:worket

- Drew Forrest
m:,n Louise Cooke

GOVERNMENT lifted the wraps yes-
terday on planned legislation which
| -will make the eviction of hundreds of
| thousands of farm workers more dif-
fieult, and will make certain farm evic-
-tions unlawful unless alternative ac-
commmodation is provided.
. The legislation will hind govern-
| tpent to supporting and funding long-
ﬁm solutions to rural tenure insecu-
Hw} smnmwmumhw through ownership.

n
Yoy Zppei

The Rural Tenure Security Bill, to
be published in draft form monwb before
Presentation to cabinet, was attacked
by the SA Agricultural Union, which

said it implied “extraordinary and un- .

acceptable powers for the state — the
minister and the director-general of
land affairs — fo interfere in the re-
HmﬂoumE@.»ngmmM land owners and
persons with agreed upon occupational
rights”. Although the draft wm%m_m&mcb
contained some reasonable provisions,

&D 2o(ifaq #

“There is apparen hWH.mN some con-
fusion concerning occupational rights
and the right touseland.”

It said SA agriculture had to com-
pete internationally and legislation
which overregulated the situation on
farms and which had cost implications
for farmers could have a negative effect
on competitiveness and food produc-
tion. However, Land Affairs director-
general Geoff Budlender stressed at a
news conference in Pretoria yesterday

the union would try to remove or im- -rthat it ha, [
e, un Ty im: -rthat it bad been drafted after len, 3,
_prove'several provisions. *+w-consultation, afid that it struck m,m..mwm,

-
it

monmEmrmpmbomwmwﬂmmﬁumbm.mos&mnm.
and tenants, . ST
Although government did :not’ ex-
pect mass evictions in response to the
law, it would be made retrospective to,
prevent pre-emptiveevictions., . |
Landowners who evicted in;bieach,
of its provisions would face the same
maximum sentence as trespassers, he
mmumlgo%mﬁ.mv._.&.ﬂoumw\po.,,@aombm.
Land Affairs . Minister ™’ Derek
Hanekom said unfair evictions. “be-
:cause of a change . of ownership'or a

Ry ¥ i

wfarmer’s fear ofithe new/SA7 had de-

ESULIVE:

.M&.nmes @»u | i

Contimued from Page 1

proclaimed townships. As it applied
only to those resident on other people’s
land, it would not spur land invasions.
The bill envisages a two-step evic-
tion process, requiring a court to de-
termine that the right to occupy has
been lawfully terminated, and then to
consider whether the eviction is “fair
and justified in the circumstances”. |
Where the termination was not
prompted by the occupier’s eonduct, no
eviction would be allowed unless alter-
native accommodation was available.
‘Where the occupier’s conduct was the
cause, the “less stringent” test would
be whether he or she could viably stay
on a farm. Courts could suspend an
eviction for a period. Budlender said
the aim was not to discourage rural

employment or future provision of tied

..WHQ ing. Less stringent criteria would
8

apply to the eviction of those who
occupied land after the bill became
effective. .

The bill also envisages that workers
who are disabled or older than 55 and
who have occupied land for more than
20 years should have a nontransfer-
able right to remain on it.

Budlender stressed that the bill
would create incentives for land own-
ers and occupiers to enter arrange-
ments promoting long-term tenure se-
curity, including on- and off-farm hous-
ing. The land affairs department would
assist with R15 000 settlement grants.
The use of the national housing sub-
sidy was also under discussion with the
housing department. - iy

District and loeal goverrimént,
which could contract with private
agencies, would be key to implement-
ing such schemes, he said.

v

stabilised whole districts, and resul-

-tant disputes tended to degenerate in-
- toviolence.

Government.calls for moratoriums

-on evictions had been relatively suc-

cessful in argds bt had heen ignored
by some land owners. :Asgthe law al-

" lowed legal but unfair evictions, there

was ng option but to chanpe it.
Budlender said the bill would cover

. cominercial farms, tribal land and
: ﬁm&&mﬂ@b areas, but would exclude

. A Fowtar

" 'Continuedon mumhmm




Mooted tenure bill ‘unfair to farmers.,

Louise Cook

THE Transvaal Agricultural
Union (TAU) criticised the pro-
posed Extension of Tenure Secu-
rity Bill yesterday, saying it dis-
criminated against farmers to the
exclusion of other sectors.
The proposed legislation, de-
tails of which were released by
government this week, woul
make eviction of hundreds of thou-
gands of farm workers more dif-
ficult and some evictions unlaw-
ful. TAU membership covered
Mpumalanga where evictions last

year prompted the intervention of

the provincial government to calm
the situation.

However, the National Land
Committee, which represented
landless communities, said it
would ensure that the bill became
law, saying it went “some way” to-

wards protecting the rights of peo-
ple living on farms. Farmers’ re-
jection of the bill was to be expect-
ed, if government id mot
intervene in the relationship be-
tween farm OWNDer and dweller,
farm dwellers would remain at the
mercy of owners,

'The proposed bill altered evic-
tion procedures, linking them to
alternative accommodation in
some cases. It also ruled out legal
but unfair evictions, bound gov-
ernment to supporting and fund-
ing salutions to rural tenure inse-
curity and guaranteed basic hu-
man rights.

Land affairs director-general
Geoff Budlender said this week
the legislation bad been drafted
after lengthy consultation and
that it struck “a reasonable pal-
ance between temants ai,. .0
owners”. The law woulé = f{lftde

g e oo

retrospective to stop pre-emptive
evictions.

The TAU general council ex-
pressed distaste for the senseless .
manner in which the agricultural
sector had been discriminated
against, saying the bill singled out
the farming community. SA Agri-
cultural Union (SAAU) labour
committee chairman Pieler Eras-
mus backed this view, saying the
bill failed to address tenure secu-
rity in urban areas.

The SAAU and the National
Land Committee said yesterday
they would lobby for further
changes to the bill. Committee di-
rector Brendon Pearce gaid the
bill failed to address “fundamen-
tal issues” such as giving farm
workers positiverights on land.

Agricultural unions in other

rovinces said they were awaiting
more details on the proposals.

i
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Hanekom
to save family

BY SIPHO VANGA

A NEW [aw to protect farm work-
ers will come too late to prevent
the eviction of a family who have
lived on a Stellenbosch farm for
decades.
" The five women, members of the
Williams family, who have been liv-
ing on Le Verger Farm in Devon Val-
ley, Stellenbosch, had to leave their
homes yesterday.

The court order was obtained by
the trustee of the estate of the former

. ‘owner of the farm, Eben Kruger, who

has been declared insolvent.
Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom this week proposed the Ex-

“ tension of Security of Tenure Bill,

aimed at preventing the unfair evic-
tion of farm workers.

The Bill is due to come before par-
liarnent shortly.

In terms of the current law, many
long-serving farm workers can be
evicted without redress, particularly
after a property is sold and the new
owner demands vacant possession.

Shortly after Kruger was declared
insolvent in October, his wife handed

2

s new law is too late

0}

eviction notices 0 of the women,
Julian “Spekky” Williams, and her
sister, Monica. The notices, from the
trustees of Kruger’s estate, Cape
Trustees, informed the women they
had to leave by October 31.

The family then mum:.cmnwmn the
Women on Farms Project in Stellen-
bosch for help.

In November the trustees, who
said that creditors were losing
R16 000 for every month that trans-
fer to the new owners was delayed,
applied in the Cape Town Supreme
Court for an urgent order to evict the
WoInen.

“In view of the inadequate legal
protection for farm workers as far as
their rights to security of tenure is
concerned, the only option was to ne-
gotiate a longer notice period,” said
the Farms Project.

It was finally apreed that the
women could have until yesterday to
leave. This agreement was made an
order of court.

The Williams family has been un-
able {o find alternative work and ac-
commodation, and now faces an un-
certain future.

arm workers
ST(em ) ¢/ 2[97

itter Spekky, 37, who has lived
on the farm since she was 13 years
old and has worked there under sev-
eral owners as a labourer and do-
mestic worker, was close to tears as
the eviction deadline drew near.

“I have given long years of loyal
service to the farmer and now I am
being evicted with my whole family.
We have nowhere to go, we grew up
and have worked on this farm. Not
long ago Kruger had made promises
to me that we will never be evicted,
because I am a good worker. He has
reneged on his promises,” she said .

Her ageing mother, Katrina
Williams, a pensioner, who has lived
on the farm close to 50 years, said:
“This farm has changed hands more
times than I ean rernember and all
the previous owners ensured that we
would continue living here.

“I can't believe that we are thrown
out like dogs. We have nowhere to go.
Our only alternative left isto sleep in
the bush or in drain pipes.”

The Women on Farms Project and
The Centre for Rural Legal Studies
condemnned the current legislation
for not protecting farm workers.
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THROWN OUT . . . Katrina Williams and her two daughters, Monica and Spekky,
farm which has been home to their family for decades

who were yesterday evicted from the Stellenbosch
Picture: KIM LUDBROOK




Farmers to
press for
changes to

varker Bill

X 7
THE Sou§1 African Agricultural Ppion is to
appeal to the Minister of Agriculture and
Lang Affairs, Derek Hanekom, to remove as-
%ﬁ&%{ e proposed Rural Tenure Security
BB~ désigned to protect farm workers from
unfair eviction — hefore it is presented to the
cabinet in the next two weeks,

The proposed Bill, which was unveiled this
week, will make it unlawful for faimérs to
evict workers who have been Iegslly dis-

"~ missed or Yetrenched, unless they have ai-
ternative'aceominodation. o

., Workers'gver 55 who have lived on a farm

for over 20 yeiks, and theit dependants, will

be able to refviain on the land until they die.

It also binds the state to support and fand
long-term housing solutions for farm work-
ers, such as the purchase of their own land for |
housing from farmenrs. i |

The union, representing about 55 000 farm-
ers, said the Bill would amount to unaccept-
able interference in the relationship between
farmers and workers living on farms,

But spokesman Annelize Crosby said that
while most farmers “would prefer that there

S was no such legislation”, the union’s foeus
would be on addressing some of the problem
areas. These included: ;

@ The definition of dependants in the case |
of elderly workers who may not be evicted;
® Ensuring that farmers’ long-term hous-
ing arrangements with workers would be vol-
untary; and ’
® The right of farm dwellers to receive
visitors in view of the poor security situation
on farms.
i Crosby said there were also cost implica-
G - - tions for farmers because most eviction cases
would now be contested.
Lobby groups for rural and farm dwellers
also criticised the Bill this week, saying it did
not go far enough in providing workers with
“positive rights” to own land or with secure
access to grazing and cultivating land.
The National Land Committee said that al-
though the Bill would be retrospective from
-the date it was published, this was unlikely to
1 stop farmers from carrying out pre-emptive ¥
... . ___.evictions before it was enacted. —
e BT Over the last week it had learned of 142
threatened evictions in Gauteng alone,
The SAAU said it could not predict whether
its members would take pre-emptive action.
However, at consultative meetings leading
to the release of Hanekom’s proposals this
week, it agreed in principle that unfair evic-
tions should not take place and that long-term
solutions shouid be found to deal with the
housing problem in rural areas.
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Venture looks like a winner

Stellenbosch experts say they have a plan to
use one of the Western Cape’s most under-
utilised resources to produce food for the
nation - its farm dams.

owner, the workers borrow the money to buy the
infrastructure and the fingerlings. The small fish
are kept in special net “cages” inside an ordinary
farm dam where they are fed daily and growntoa
marketable size. o |
The Aquaculture programme, based in Jonker-
shoek, will then buy these fish back from the smail

Their plan involves using these dams for the
intensive production of fish — especially trout - for
the so-called “plate-fish” market.

Stellenbosch geneticist Danie Brink and manag-

er of the university's Aguaculture
‘Ca

Programme, said the province had .
more than 2 500 farms dams with the
ability to produce 6 000 tons of fish a
year.iAt the present rate of fish con-
sumption, this is enough ito feed+ abil
about 1,8 million South Africans. i
But feeding the nation is not the
project’s only aim. “By getting farm
workers involved in the project,

empowering them to run these fish it

farms themselves, we hope to
improve the standard of 1iving of the rural commu-
nities and also providing them with a sustainable
supply of affordable high quality animal protein
says Matie researcher Riaan de Wit, responsible for
theday-to-day running of the project.

[Pedo this the project aims at establishing a net-
work of farmworker communities starting fish
farms.on the farms where they live. '
‘With the permission and support of the farm

P ‘g i«* i sz:', :
dams havethe
ility to produce
5 000 tons of fish

farmers.

“We don't believe in handouts. From the very
start the people gefting involved are expected to run
ey e this as a business venture,” says Mr
De Wit.

He said most of the groups who
had already started these pro-
grammes Wwould be able to pay back
their loans within threeyears,,. .} %'

Mr De Wit said fish farmingﬁya’s
perfect for farmworkers as it wasnot
very labour intensive and the farm-
ers ¢ould tend to their business after
their normal day's work on the farm.

Looking after the fish entailed
cleaning the netted “cages” and feeding the fishon a
daily basis. As the fish were kept in relatively small
“cages” catching the grown fish was no major has-
sle. .

“It is amazing to see how they grow in self-confi-
dence onee they’ve got involved in this project.”

He said four communities were already involved
and the long-term goal was to get 500 small fish farm-
ers involved.
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Housing department i 1 evict &)
Fe g dcp . P | Loala|dF =
Dyew Forrest Feathers are said o have been liament. It provides for fines of up to squatter settlements gnd many mentsonlands classified as agri-
and Wyndham Hartley ruffled by the proposal that the na- RA40 000 or two yearsinjail. townships were un roclaimed. cultural but effectively urban.

. tional housing subsidy be used for Moorcroft described the retro- The effect would be to make it Claassens said the bill would pro-
NATIONAL and provincial housing alternative housing for evicted farm  active feature of the hill as a “thor- barder for urban property owners — tect on the basis that no evictions
départments have voiced keen con- workers. A source said the rodmmbm oughly bad practice”. The bill also already hampered by the lack of a could take place unless alternative
cerns about Land Affairs Minister department had not been consulte discriminated against rural land simple, speedy and fair evictions accommodation was available.

Derek Hanekom’s planned rural on the proposal, W ich was “out of owners by placing a “hurden on process —io evict people. She paid there was an element in
evictions law, arguing that it could the .um_upmmmcus. them which is not shared by the The bill would also lead to evic- the legislation designed to provide
have .damaging, unintended spin- e source said local govern- OWRErs of urban property”. tion-driven queue-jumping in hous- funding forrural development, driv-
offs in urban areas. ment, envisaged as playing a key National housing director-gener- ing provigion. Provinces and coun- en cither by farmers and rural com-
Democratic Party (DFP) land role in housing evicted farmwork- ' al Biily Cobbett said he had con- cils would spend “half their lives” munities, or local and provincial
spokesman Errol Moorcroft also ers, had also not been consutted. _, veyed some of his concerns to land chasing evictions, instead of focus- government. Development would
raized concerns yesterday, caution- The Extension of Security of 5! Eww.wu.m and believed the gazetted bill .ingontheissueq w#wmmroﬁﬁbm., > Rave to ensure security of tenure for
ing that the bill could have “ynin- | Tenure Bill, to be published today, : ..ﬁonﬁaw_nm.wooccbn of themy: : Ly ‘Hanekom’s ;- ¥special .adviser, rural people if it was to enjoy state

tended consequences” which ﬁoEn.w.wE»....r retroapective clause ummumgm%‘_ﬁ > 8

: g SOUreE *ﬂnm %ﬂzﬁu sﬁ_bwm <, Claassens, said & a-news  fundin
see rural owners °reducing their " to prevent the pre-emy tive evictionat had trie totarget rural ayess ww.um.,.,w .amﬁw%%mwwﬁwwﬁ alkh wen i
a

were under ﬁ#—mﬂ.oﬁ the funding mechanism,

2
perceived res onsibilities, with re-- . of farm workers .an pthers whi seihg proclaimed tqwnships from’ ., . WAy Wi SUis the bill would create long-term con-
mﬁ_s%o%ﬂﬁ ontheirlandy. . fie/logish tion passdelnioups S il .....&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ.m@mﬂ.%ﬁ%%?ﬁ_ i g flict, she said.
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Farm workers reap.
anagther equity deal -
Mﬁéom cr(er)s|2| 97

Cape Town — NewFarmers Development Company
is set to launch its largest farm worker equity
scheme — a R20 million preject near Piketberg.

. Theprivate sector company, which takes up share
capital and extends loans to profitable agricultural
projects where developing coinmunities are involved
as shareholders and farmers, has acquired a share in
the Erfdeel farm near Piketberg. The balance of
shares has been taken up by Leon van doer West-
huizen, the general manager with Suiderland Farms,
who has been appointed general manager of Erfdeel.

Hannes le Roux, the managing director of New-
Farmers, said the shareholding in Erfdeel still had to
be structured but the partnership would be expanded
to include senior personnel and farm workers as
shareholders. Discussions had been held with the
Land Affairs department for workers to benefit from
the R15 000 settlement grant for participating house-
holds. While the equity stake held by farm workers
varied on the different schemes, the company was
aiming for between 15 and 25 percent, Le Roux said.

About R20 million would be invested in the pro-
ject over the next four years to develop its full poten-
tial, with emphasis on export table grapes and citrus.

NewFarmers’ two other projects in the Montague
and Ceres regions represent a total investment of
R11,9 million over the next three to five years.
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[ Cape workers

Vo shla

‘Lotlise Cook
AGRICULTURAL /" ip-

'} yestment company New-

Farmers' Development
yesrtgrday announced
thelaunch of a third

scheme at Piketherg in
,the Western Cape which
involved a R20m capital
investment over four
| years. . .
‘The company, in part-
| nership with a promi-
1 ne:
Leon van der West-
| ‘huizen, planned to_ ex-

§ porttablegrapes and cit-
- MDHannes le Roux. -

The project’ was ex-
1 pected to. generate 100

| .zéasonaljobs. .
-4Digcussions.  ‘have

. partment of land affairs

1 Roux sai

"partment--was tohel

vantaged .- communities
onland. 1 -
+! ‘NewTF:

 tainable grass roots eco-
nomic .« - empowerment.

\ “have an investment val-
.ueofclose to R32m:"" -

© Jam,.. 'Outspan.}. and

. ‘private share placing to

-expand, the company’s |

. capital  base to Ri25m.
' Le.Rouix}said the out-

o come’ ‘of  the placing:
“would be disclosed tipon

“the chairman's return.

Third-farm "
{scheme for

t farm ' worker equity.

t regional farmer GM .
1 rus, 'said NewFarmers

‘new perinanent and;300 :

“'taken place with the de’

on - the ;R15 000 settle-
_ment grant for each 'gaz;- .
1 ticipaﬁng-househqld,‘ Le i
| T The grant by thie de- .

settle . formerly -disad-

. e L
irmers . * ¢hair- |
. manDavid Gant said the .
atest project was'a *ex- -
cellent example” of sus-

“Together the  projects .|

iLast '{ear NewFarm-
- ers Development— with . |
Absa, Old Mutual, San- -

" Uniffuco a8 sharehold-
ers *— launched 4 R40m-




‘Fewer rights than the famil

Derek Hanekom said this
week he was piloting
legislation to fimit evictions of
rural families. But this may be
too late for one family, reports
Rehana Rossouw

ATRINA WILLIAMS has

Iiverl on the farm “La Verger™

near Stellenbosch far 50

years, working there as a

ornestic woarker for 11s own-

ers for 45 years. Her loyally and long

setvice, she says, left her with “fewer
rights than a dog”

This weekend the sheriff of the
court, armed with an eviction notice
from the Cape Town Supreme Court,
will remove all her possessions from
her tiny home and turf her honsehold
of elght women into the sireet

Williams raised seven ehildren and
four grandchildren in her modest
labourer's cottage. Five of her children
have worked on the farm, twe of them
for more than a decade.

In September last year the farm's
owners, Eben and Lynette Kruger. told
her the farm had been sold The
Wililams family had seen many owners
cone and go, and expected they would
comtinue working for a new famlly,

But in October, they found ot the
farm had gone bankrupt and the
trustee who arranged its sale accepted
the new owners’ condition that the
Willlarns farmily would be evicted before
they took transfer. The trustee applied
for an urgent order fo evict the faraily,

The women sought assistance
from the Women on Farms Project,
which arranged for the Legal
Resources Centre to defend the mat-
ter in conjunction with the Centre for
Rural Legal Studies.

But because there ts no legislation
granting farmworkers security of
tenure, all the lawyers could do was
negotiate a longer notice period lor the
Williams and they have been given
until the end of January te leave

On the eve of thelr eviction thls week
Land Affairs Mintster Derek Hanekom
announced that he would Introduce
legislation Lhis year to limit the evie-
Hon of rural families and glve them
secuity of teaure,

He sald most landowners accepted it
was inmora] to eviet people who hac
nowhere else to go. The Extension of
Security Tenure Bill would impose
strict limits on the pawers of courts to
grant eviction orders if no other accom-
modation is available for the tenand.

Farmworkers who have lived on
land for 20 years and who are elther
55 or older. or are disabled former
employees aof the owner, will have the
right to remain on the land.

Evictions will be allowed only by
court order In accordance with steps
outlined in the Dill,

future: Katrina Will

Uncertaln

Where the conduct of the tenants is
not responsible for the tetmination of
their tenure rights, an eviction will not
be permilted unt!] adequate alterna-
Uve accommodation Is available.

‘The Willlams famtly fit the bill per-
fectly, but for them 1t might be too
late. Hanckom is visiling them this
weekend to share a cup of tea, but he
might have to plich in and help them
move to the nearest squatier settle-
ment

This was not the first time La Verger
has been sold, but previous owners
ensured Willlams' employment con-
Lract, and her vight (o remain n the
labourers’ cottage were transferred to
the new owmners.

Her daughters Monlca and Jullana
worked as permanent employees on
the farm which produces apples, pears,
grapesand roses, Jullana earned R117
& week and Monica R85 a week. They
were last paid in October.

"l was very proud of the work 1 did
because I wanted the Krugers to be
proud of me,” satd Juliana {37), who
has reared two daughters on La Verger.

“They made so many promises to
us, They said we could live here as
long as one of us worked on the farm,
they even told us they would build 2

. ‘ -
[ams and her granddaughter,

A

new house for us because this one
{loods every winter,”

Juliana said although her eamnings
were meagre and the Krugers tmposed
harsh rules on the family, she
perservered with them. She said
although five of her mother's seven
children had at some stage in their
lives worked on the farm, they were
not allowed to visit them at the cottage
without permission from the Krugers,

The Williams women have searched
desperately for alternative work and
acconunodation. But farmers
are reluctant to hire women
on a pertrianent basis, prefer-
ring to take on men to whom
they allocate housing. The
local municipality has told

Sistine. The Williams family faces evi

R
‘ They threw (he worst in my life. We
us away

when they

.
CrHEt SR L
T
Vs fpraity

2w

il

Ing eviction as it makes her too heart-
sore,

“! believed in the Krugers. My
mother is almost 90-years-old and
worked for the Bachelor family in Stel-
lenbosch for many years. They
promised her that she could bive int her
house until she died, even when she
stopped working for them. The Bach-
elors died before she did, but they said
int thelr will that she could remain in
her house. 1 thought 1 would also have
a place to see out my old age.”

sald
“Christas last year was

couldn't celebrate knowing
we were going to lose our
house. We had no food in

them they could wait up to 10 w our house because none of
& finlshed

years for a house in the local s us had work, if it wasn't for

townshi; withug the Women on Farms Pro-

"1 am so bitter loday. My sesmt— jcct who brought us food to

mother always told us we were part of
the Kruger family. I was prepared to
do anything for them, housework and
fieldwork. but they threw us away
when they were finished with us,*
Juliana said.

Katrina Willlams appears more
shocked than bitter. She says she
prefersnot to think about the mmpend-

eat, we would have eaten bread on
Christmas day.

“When the Krugers left, they took
their dogs with them. I'm sure they are
vety comfortable In thelr new home, It
seems we have fewer rights than the
family's dogs,”

The Willlams family’s last hope s
Hanekom. They fear the prospect of

L S | - - e 1
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iction from a farm they have tived on for 50 years
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maving Intoa squatter camp as a fam-
ily of eight females. Juliana has
already lost one daughter in suspi-
clous circumstanees when she disap-
peared after going into town to shop
three years ago.

“We believe 1n the new South
Alrica We belteve that things are
golng to get betler for farmworkers
and that our struggles In the past will
be put behind us as we move into the
bright future,” Jullana satd

Lynnette Kruger denied that she
had any responsibility for the welfarn:
of the Willlams family. saying it was
the new owners whe were forcing
them to leave the farm. She sald she
did not belleve she had abandoned
them,

“The matter was taken entirely out
of our hands, there Is nothing that we
can do for them,” Kruger said,

The South African Agricultural
Unten eriticised the Bill, saying 1t
gave the state extraordinary and
unaceeptable powers.

The Bill wilt be pubtished In the
Government Gazette next month for
publlc comment and the union
would try to remove or improve some
Its provisions, its spokesman Pleter
Erasmus safd
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L.and Bill based on wzsmag%mm: ethics

should not be forced out of

their homes with nowhere
to go, according to the January 81
edition of Business Day. Evictions
can lead to homelessness and
great human suffering. They often
resuit in conflict and they can de-
stabilise an entire area.

The draft Extension of Tenure
Security Bill proposes a two-

Summm solution to the problem.

e long-term solution is secure
and independent, land rights for
vulnerable people. The short-term
solution is to prevent unfair evic-
tions. All ressonable people
should support thoge goals.

The draft Bill is the result of
consultation over six months with
a wide range of interested parties.
We have had round-table confer-
ences, a draft statement of prin-
ciples, numerous “bilateral” dis-
cussions, & revised draft state-
ment of principles and a further
round-table conference. Now the
time has come for a detailed pro-
posal and wider debate.

The problem is that this can
lead to the very result that we
seek to prevent — evictions. Some
land owners will attempt to evict
now, to anticipate and avoid the
results of the Bill. The cabinet
therefore decided that a draft Bilt
should be published, retrospective
tothe date of publication.

This creates the space for full
and open debate without creating
the risk of pre-emptive evictions.

After considering comments re-
ceived, the minister will submit a
proposed Bill to cabinet. If that
Wuo osel is approved, it will go to

arliament for the next round of
public debate.

What is a fair eviction?

The Bill proposes that where
people live on rural land with the
consent of the owner or person in
charge, they may only be evicted if
two criteria are met.

. First, the occupier’s right of oc-
cupation must be lawfully termi-

EW would disagree with
the notion that people

ob bl2jer

Planned legislation to give farm workers greater security of tenure and to make
evictions from farm lands more difficult was unveiled iast week. Land Affairs
director-general Geoff Budlender explains the rationale behind.the new measures

nated — for mum.BrﬂF. through a
fair dismissal or the expiry of a
contract. Second, the court must
decide whether (and when) evie-
tion is justified.

In deciding evictions, there are
two sorts of cases. Where the ter-
mination is the fault of the occu-

ier, the court may order eviction.

ere the termination is not the - §

fault of the occupier, he or she may
not be evicted unless alternative
accommeodation is available,

At present, the law allows a
landowner to dump on the gide of
the road people who have lived an
the land for decades, who have
nowhere else to go and who have
done nothing to canse or justify
the eviction. Most reasonable peo-
ple would agree that this is not
just. The law must be changed.

The draft Bill attempts to cre-
ate a fair balance between the
Iegitimate rights and interests of
owners and occupiers. This is not
easy. We welcome suggestions
about how it could be beiter
achieved. But the bottom line is
that it is intolerable to allow the
present situation to continue —
something has tobe done.

Government must accelerate
and simplify the provision of alter-
native accommodation. There are

y possibilities. Sometimes an
agrivillage will be a good solution.
Sometimes the landowner will
make land available — some have
offered to do this for free, if gov-
ernment puts in services. In other
cases, the local town may provide
the most appropriate permanent
accommodation.

The key is that local sclutions
must be possible and easy. This

o

= so tht they can “jump the queue”.

= THe fact is that we have to make

~ ' choices about priorities every day.

BUDLENDER

means that national government
must enahle provincial, district
and local government to play an
active role, by providing funds and
other assistance,

Many landowners have the will
and the energy to make a real con-
tribution to solving what is also
their problem. At the moment,
government systems tend to be so
intricate and centrally driven that
such people throw up their hands
in despair.

The draft Bill suggests ways to
involve gll levels of government
and the private sector, so that
they can contribute to finding so-
lutions. The debate has started,
and much more is needed.

Business Day has reported that
the housing departments ig “up in
arms” about the proposed law. If

30, it has not yet told us. We have
bad a quick and constructive ini-
tial response from the depart-
ment. We are now looking forward
to more detailed discussions.
There is no dispute between
land affairs and housing. A
provincial department has sug-
gested that the Bill goes too far in
some respects and not far enough
in other respects. Again, detailed
discussions will follow. If it is true
that some people are “up in arms*,
they will no doubt tell us what
problems they foresee. That is the
T daaplo haca ppparentl
me ple have apparently
said the mm..m will lead to “queue
jumping”. That is an extraordi-
nary proposition. It seems to im-
Ply t people will deliberately
seek to have themselves evicted,

People who are about to be
dumped on the side of the road
have a velid claim fo our wﬂ.on:..w
attention. That is not “guene-
jumping”®. It is government doing
its job by attending to urgent hu-
man needs and crises.

Some 2ay the Bill will have un-
intended consequences. That is a
valid concern, which we have tried
to address.

First, the Bill will not promote
or encourage Iand invasions. The
only pecple who will acquire
rights are those who are on land
with the consent of the owner or
person in charge. Secondly, we do
not want to discourage future ru-
ral employment, or discourage
people from allowing others to live
on %w&n land. The draft Bill there-
fore proposes a less strict test for
eviction where people come onto
land after the date of publication.

We welcome proposals about
how to avoid unintended conse-
quences. We do not welcome pro-
posals that mwm government must
simply sit back and do nothing. It
is striking that those who profess
themselves to be most concerned
about unintended consequences
are usnally those who represent
theinterests of landowners.

Their concern would carry
more weight if it was more then a
defence of the status quo—in oth-
er words, if it arrived together
witha mundﬁomm_ for a better way to
tackle the problem.

Qur proposal is that the law
should apply in rural aress, butbe
broadly defined to inclnde peri-

urban areas.

We are receiving mixzed re-
sponses. Some say the Bill is too
broad, others say it is too narrow.

We are listening carefully, but
believe that the problems and so-
lutions in urban areas differ quite
substantially from rural areas.

For example, part of the prob-
lem in urban arees concerns land-
lord-tenant questions. They are

robably best dealt with by land-
m:i.umumbn law. Housing depart-
ments are best equipped to on
the issue.

Why differentiate between ru-
ral areas and urban areas? Quite
simply, becanse rural areas are
different from urban areas. We all
know that.

Some farmers say: “Why pick
on the (white) commercial farm-
ers? The anawer is simple: the
draft Bill does not “pick on” them,
It affects all landowners in rural
areas. The objection is disingenu-
ous. Even if the draft Bill covered
the whole conntry, the commercial
farming lobby would ohject with
the game vehemence.

Commercial farmers have
valid interests to protect. They do
no justice to their position with a
complaint which is neither accu-
rate nor reveals the true cause of
their complaint.

The draft Bill also covers rural,
tribel land. And here is a paradox.
Many more people live in these ar-
eas than on commercial farms,
But there are very few evictions
from tribal land.

Although they are the most
crowded areas of the country and
the parts which can least afford to
accommodate more people, they
continue to give shelter to people
evicted from “white® land. They
suffer the results of eviction, they

these areas live according to an
ethic which accepts that you can
not willy-nilly dump people with
nowhere to go. That human ethic
should bind ail of us.




| SAAU calls forend
| to'evictio billads: |
| IL'ouiéqu‘ok oy h_’qq

THE SA Agricultural Union (SAATD)

»has called for government to suspend

its advertising campaign — launched

| this weéek — to promote plans to leg-
| islate against unfair form evictions.

\ The SAAU. warned yesterday that
farmers’ willingness to co-operate wi

‘Land and Agriculture Minister Derek
“Hanekom and Presidént Nelson Man-
dela could be “irreversibly prejudiced”
ifthe campaign was not suspended.

‘ The furore revolves around the ex-
tension_of Tenure Security Bill .in
terms of which government hopes to

| address the threat of mass homeless-

ness a a result of farm evictions. ‘

Thebill proposes a two-step Process,
| vequiring a court to determine that the
right t0 occupy has been lawfully ter-
minated, and then to consider whether
| an eviction will be “fair and justified”.
| In somie cases evictions will not be al-
| Jowed unless alternative accominoda-
| tion is available. The bill covers com-
| mercial farms, tribal ‘land " and" peri- |

| urbanareas. - . c

} “‘Land affsirs spokesman Maurice

!

i

|

Smithers' said radio advertisements
had statted on Monday andwere'dueto
run for a'month. The campaign wo
be extended to the press. X
But'SAAU president’ Chris da Toit
said the union’s council was unani-
imously opposed to the legislaiion
| which amounted to “blatant discrimi-
nation? and created new rights’to the
detriment of existing property rights.
The SAAU urged government to
1. ;@sta;t};he negotiation process.
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Workers® housing, pay on many w

Cape Town — Workers’ conditions
on the majority of wine farms in
the Western Cape are still “ex-
tremely bad” although many pro-
gressive wine farmers have made
efforts to improve matters, say
academics and non-government
organisations working in the wine
sector.

While they acknowledged
some change, the industry drew
heavy fire for being “backwards”
and a call was made for the Gov-
ernment to intervene,

Meanwhile, many players in
the local industry have closed
ranks as a result of the recent
spate of bad publicity for the wine
industry following a call a week
ago by prominent English news-
paper, “l%e Observer, fora boycott
of South African wines,

Few wine farmers were pre-
pared to speak out this week fgar-
ing that media reports could harm
the current boom in wine sales.

“We don't monitor what hap-
pens on the farms,” said Bennie

from Stellenbosch Farm-
ers’ Winery. Jannie Retief of the
South African Wine Exporters’
Association said the organisation
“has taken a decision that it serves
no purpose to have any further
discussions with the press”.,

The academics and NGO rep-
resentatives said the tot system,
by which workers are given free
wine regularly, could be as high as
20% in the Western Cape area.

Wine farmers, they said, were
getting rich quickly due to the

@%r,r%}; ?;;iilﬁ‘very bad’

current boom, but instead of
ploughing profits into better
wages and housing {many work-
ers’ cottages lacked water, toilets
and electricity) they were invest-
ing in imported technology.

But local authorities and role-
players in the industry strongly
disagree, telling of education pro-

ammes, sanitation projects,

ousing developments and im-
provements to living conditions
undertaken by farmers at great
expense. - Own Correspondent.




~ fered alternative accom-
"% - modation, and- child

f".’a: eﬁé.lp - ,Secfetﬂyq,bpid(soﬁ :
;- Motha,said yesterday, b5y |
s union vgould ﬁght-tQ en-w|

force the-Sécurity of: Teny. |

s urepct. -

:,; The uriion is to hold a

" three-day - natiénal ' con-" -
gress af Shaft 17 near Nas-+
rec from today to Saturday.
~ The security of tenure
legislation, which forbids
farmers evicting ! farm
4 labourers from farms un-

less they have been, of-

2. labour are some of the-is-:
, sues which will be.linder -
thespotlight: - 95 ="

- Motha-said the union
. would step 'up efforts to
.. protect the workers who
. had been or continded to
~ e evicted: from farms

which had been their per-
«. manent homes for ages. # |’
.. -Hesaid there wasgur*

* rently a court case regdrd-’
* " ing 10 farmworkers evict- " |*
. edintheFreeState. '
Most farmers hamper-" -
.. ed union activities, deny- |-
- ing workers their rights to -
 belong to unions of their

choicé, he said. t - ™~
"' The ‘minimam._ living
. wage (R750 a morith) was
-also to be discussed.

.
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. ‘Backward’ wine

LINDSAY BARNES
STAFF RepoRTeR

Workers’ conditions on the majority of
wine farms in the Western Cape are
still “extremely bad” although many
progressive wine farmers have made
«efforts to improve employees’
circumstances,
; ‘This is the firm opinion of academics
and non-government organisations whe
work closely with the wine sector and were
canvassed by the Cape Argus,

While they acknowledged that some
change was happening, the industry drew
~heavy fire for being “backward” and a cali
was made for the Government to intervene
And help educate workers about their
rights.
. Many in the industry have closed ranks
asaresutt ofthe spate of bad publicity after
a call by the British newspaper, the
Qbserver, for a boycott of South African

NEWS |

wines. The newspaper called for the boy-
cotton the strength of apparently little
change in former exploitation practices by
the wine sector. It was set off by a BBC
radic programme in January in which
well-known Stellenbosch wine authors
John and Erica Platter and Gauteng wine
writer Michael Fridihon discussed histor-
cal aspects of the wine industry’s assets in
light of the KWV's planned restructuring,

Few wine farmers were prepared to be
interviewed, fearing that reports singling
out the industry for attention could harm
the boorn in international wine sales.

The South African Wine Exporters’
Assotiation, the Association of Estate
Wine Farmers and Stellenbosch Farmers'
Winery declined to speak to the Cape
Argus.

A recent stedy by the universities of
Cape Town and Stelenbosch showed the
tot system, by which workers are given
free wine regularly, still existed on

farms under fire
but progressive growers praised for n@@%m@

ARG 20/3/9F

between five and 10 percent of farms in the
Stellenbosch area, But the actual Western
Cape figure could be as high as 20 percent,
said KWV director Herman Bailey.

Grant Twigg, general secretary of the
Farm Food and Rural Workers’ Support
Association, said farmers generally hada
“couldn't-care-less” attitude but there were
“good” wine farms where decent housing
was provided.

Even these farmers tended to practise
racist policies and paid Xhosa-speaking
employees less than coloured workers,
Black peaple’s housing was usnally worse
than eoloured homes.

“You'd be surprised, Pm talking about
good, good farms which are international-
Iy recognised.”

'The Government had to take an active
role in degling with the industry’s short-
comings, he said.

John Hamman, a researcher for the
Centre for Rural fegal Studies-a nen-gov-

ernment organisation which has done
research into land reform and labour
rights —said there were workers on wine
farms whese houses did nothave basic
amenities such as running water and toi-
lets. The worstareas wére Vredandai,
along the Olifants Riven, Rawsonville, De
Doornsand Robertson, - = %% .o

He said the wine industry siffered asa
result of sanctions in the fafe 19803 but
since the international market reopened
the “new mioney” pouring in had been used
on imported technology and investnent in
co-operatives rather than upgrading Work-
ers' living and working conditions. %

“There are a number of progressive
farmers who took the initiative to improve
conditions but on the vast majority of
farms in the wine industry the conditions
mEmm:mundB%vmnh

Mr Hamman said that compared with
the fruit industry, where astonishing
changes were taking placs in favour of the

workers, the wine sector Iagged sadly. o
- The difference was that progressive:
Truit farmers had realised the value of a
happy, cared-for workforee and were pay-
ing better wages, providing better houses
and improving working conditions,

An academie, who asked not to be iden-
tified, said a large part of the wine sector
was not progressive,

“Onething is certain - a large part of the

Changing tmes: Syles o ishangasspn th g o sk el

,“...,

REFEN NG
wine makers

wine sector is still backward in the sensaof
(poor) wages and providing little dispos-
ahle income for households.” <

 But there is no doubt that some changes
have been mstitnted.

The Stellenbosch-based Rural Founda-
tion introduced 4 code of conduct for the
wine and fruit industry in the late 1980s
and roleplayers admit they achieved sub-
stantial results, -

—



' Farmers planning protests — t
p g p b the meeg}l-,ﬂleg

Rened Grawitzky :

LN A
THE: SA: Agricultural Plantation
and Allied Workers’ Union (Saa-
pawu) claimed yesterday that
farmers could be in the process of
glanning protest action, such as

lockades and occupation of gov-
ernment buildings, to highlight
opposition to the Security of
Tenure Bill.

Addressing a news briefing on
the union’s national congress,
which starts today, general secre-
tary Dickson Motha said one of the
crucial issues to be discussed
would be the SA Agricultural
Union (SAAU)} demand for the
suspension of the Security of
Tenure Rill. He said it had been
rumoured that farmers were con-

o ndutnd g

aeo.

e

D 20/2/97

sidering protest action. 'Thi
would include an acceleration of
the eviction of farm workers.

Motha said the bill provided
some form of protection for farm
workers and would assist the
union in its campaign of fighting
evictions. The union would be pre-
pared to embark on action to pro-
tect thebill.

SAAU chief director Kobus
Kleinhans said farmers felt like
objecting in the strongest possible
way, but no specific plans had
been made.

He said that at this poeint the
organisation was attempting to go
the reasonable route and planned
to meet ,Land Affairs Minister
Derek Harlekom tomorrow.

' Depending on the putcome of

i »‘.Ji"}

would de-

cide what action to take. Block-

ades had not been specifically
lanned but could come at a Iater
ate, said Kleinhans.

Motha said the congress, the
first since the union’s inception
two years ago, would focus on the
attainment of a minimum wage of
R750 a month, the problems in at-
taining organisational rights as

rovided for in the new Labour Re-
ations Act, child labour, the al-
lance with the African National
Congress and the SA Communist
Party, and strategies to infiltrate
the sector. .

Motha said the union had not
exaggerated when it estimated
that some workers earned only
R80 amonth. :
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Py, conditions of Cape wine farmworkers feven worse than thought”

Cape Town ~ Wine farmworkers
in the Western Cape are treated
even worse than previously be-
lieved, according to shock statis-
tics leaked to the media,

- " The restilts of a study carried
out by the Rural Foundation on

béhalf of . KWV -over -three .

- months éarly last year have not
previously been made public.

' The survey shows %w" aver-
age weekly wages in'five of the
seven rural areasit targeted are

below the much#publicised fig-

ure.of R95 a week. Farmers E

lowest .average wages (R270 a
month), followed by Olifants

‘River (R290), Worcester (R310),

/

E&Bmmwﬁwammmsgnwowﬂ.ﬂ.
son (R350). R

In Stellenbosch and Paarl the
average’.. weekly ', \wage, - just

topped R100:2 week ~RA66 and.

R410 amionth respectively, ~
Frimitive housing including

lack of toilets, tap water-and

eleciricity is common- in all

- T

"Montagu pay their workers the' *

The most progressive in this
-regard are farmers in Stellen-
- bosch where 70% of cottages
have generator-supplied elec-
tricity,  closely followed by

~Robertson. Worst off again are

«. workers inMontagu where only

. 4% havé eléciricity for <cooking.*

zand 52% forlight.s' .. RS
T 'Wilfréed "Wentzel, pilot pro-
jects manager . for %m Rural

‘Foundation, said gender in-

farms Wete also marked, On the
West Coast women supeisors

earnted less than half that 5f men

in equal positions (R340 com-
pared with R880 a month).

The contentious tot system,
by whith labourers are’ given

. free wine regularly, is stili,com-

.mon in the Western Capé wine

»* ‘industry and on other farms:Be-

tween five and-10% of farmis —
including ; vegetable and’frujt
farms — in the Stellenbosch atea

equalities in wages o@ﬂm supply Wi NM hwm: w

regulidly despite calls ‘or-the -

practice fo.be phased out,.in- '

duding by President ,,Z&m.oﬂr .
‘Mandela last year.. )

~A1995study by the universi-
- ties of Cape Town and the'West: . |.
‘ern Cape and the Cape Metro- |;
- politah Council found. the tot, |

“system was. sHllin place on”.
. scores-. of -farms. Wellington

‘mayor Herman Bailey said up o -
20% of all wine'farms maysshll-: |
be dehling otat fots of wirie daily, |

—~Own Cogresp

derit? et |
27 PMHWW |
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Farm workers told to get

to know tenure rig

Reneé Grawitzky

THE land affairs ministry ap-
pealed yesterday to farm workers
to get to know_the Security of
Tenure Bill as this legislation, if
utilised, could change the serious
jmbalance of power in rural areas.
Addressing farm workers at
the SA Agricultural Plantation
and Altied Workers’ Union nation-
al congress in Johannesburg yes-
terday, Aninka Claassens, & viser
to Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom, said the law would con-
tinue to exist only on paper unless
pec(:lple understood their rights
and used the provisions in the pro-
posed legislation.
Claassens, speaking on behalf
of Hanekom, said farm workers
wereé gtill vulnerable to evictions
as the legislation was still being
debated. In the interim period, un-
til it became law, some farmers
might continue to evict workers,

she said. It was for this reason
that the legislation, when it be-
came law, would be backdated to
February 4. Any evictions which
did not comply with certain prin-
ciples would be considered illegal.

Claassens urged the union to
equip itself to get involved and
provide input into discussions on
state asset restructuring.

The union’s general secretary,
Dickson Motha, said before the
gtart of the congress yesterday
that the union would discuss the
threat by the BA Agricultural
Union (SAAU) to demand that the
bill be suspended. The SAAU be-
lieved that the legislation “holds
destructive implications for all
landowners outside proclaimed
towns, including owners of agri-
cultural land, periurban areas,
mining land, industrial land and
tribal lands.

Motha said this week that the
union, which had a paid-up mem-

hag% af2|97

bership(;f 33 000, would have to
begin to infiltrate the broader
agricultural sector. Figures men-
tioned in his secretariat report in-
dicated that the union had in-
creased its membership only by
3 920 since its inception in 1895.

Difficulties in recruiting be-
cause of the fragmented nature of
the industry affected the union’s
ahility to obtain organisational
rights. At present the union did
not have enongh members to get
those rights.

Motha acknowledged that the
union was not satisfled with the
threshold levels required to obtain
organisational rights. The thresh-
old levels agreed did not take into
account the specific circumstances
of the agricultural sector.

In his secretariat report,
Motha highlighted the need for
more co-ordinated action between
unions operating in the agrieul-
tural sector.

oo s A



Farm workers told to get

to know tenure rights

Renoé Grawitzky

THE land affairs ministry ap-
pealed yesterday to farm workers
to get to know the Security of
Penure Bill as this legislation, if
utilised, could change the serious
imbalance of power in rural areas.

Addressing farm workers at
the SA Agricultural Plantation
and Allied Workers' Union nation-
al congress in Johannesburg yes-
terday, Aninka Claassens, adviser
to Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom, said the law would con-
tinue to exist only on paper unless
people understood their rights
and used the provisions in the pro-
posed legisiation.

Claassens, apeaking on behalf
of Hanekom, said farm workers
were still vulnerable to evictions
as the legislation was still being
debated. In the interim period, un-
til it became law, some farmers
might continue to evict workers,

she said. It was for this reason
that the legislation, when it be-
came law, would be backdated to
February 4. Any evictions which
did not com%ly with certain prin-
ciples would be considered illegal.

Claassens urged the union to
equip itself to get involved and
provide input into discussions on
state agset restructuring.

The union's general secretary,
Dickson Motha, said before the
start of the congress yesterday
that the union would discuss the
threat by the SA Agricultural
Union (SAAU) to demand that the

bill be suspended. The SAAU be- -

lieved that the legislation “holds
destructive implications for all
landowners outside proclaimed
towns, including owners of agri-

cultural land, periurban areas,
minin landg industrial land and
tribal Jands.

Motha said this week that the
union, which had a paid-up mem-

i) o zf, 2197
bership of 33 000, would have to
begin to infiltrate the broader
agricultural sector. Figures men-
tioned in his secretariat report in-
dicated that the union had in-
creased its membership only by
3 929 since its inception in 1995.

Difficulties in recruiting be-
cause of the fragmented nature of
the industry affected the union’s
ability to obtain organisational
rights. At present the union did
not have enough members to get
those rights.

Motha acknowledged that the
union was not satisfied with the
threshold levels required to obtain
organisational righta. The thresh-
old levels agreed did not take into
account the specific circomstances
of the agricultural gector.

In his secretariat report,
Motha highlighted the need for
more co-ordinated action between
unions operating in the agricul-
tural sector.

The land affairs minister's adviser, Aninka Claassens, in discussion with SACP general secretary Charles Ngakula

before tha SA Plantation and Allied Workers’ Union’s congress began yestarday.

Pigture: GARTH LUMLEY
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Forum for

fan;gvorkers

Fay Davids

OUTH AFRICA'S fastest-growing farm-
workers’ union — the South African
Agricultural Plantation and Allied
Workers Union (Saapawu) — is meeting

on Friday, 1, in itw first T, COn-
VAT sl

At the top of its ag is d plan to ter
the South African Agricultural Union’s (SAAU)
lobby against the Security of Tenure Bill.

Union representative Dickson Motha says:
“We have a problem with evictions and we are
going io respond to the SAAU.” The union alse
plans to begin lobbying against the continued
use of child labour in the agricultural industry.

Saapawu is affiliated to the Congress o
South African Trade Unions and in the past two
years has collected a paid-up membership of
33 000 workers. “The figure is below expecta-
tions but there were many retrenchments dur-
ing last season’s drought,” says Motha., -

It has been no easy task organising in the
industry, where a lack of resources makes it
very difficnit to build np membership as union-
ists often don’t have access to transport.

David Canham of the Farmworkers Research
and Resource Project says that farms are not
like factories. Trade unions in that sector need
to organise very differently.

“Work and living conditions, for example,
are equally important,” he says.

He adds that trade unions need to begin work-
ing out methods of increasing membership on
small farms because “the majority of faxms have
less than 10 workers, whereas unions concen-
trate on farms with more than 20 workers”.

Matter of fact

I N last week's article entitled “Crisis hits ‘one

city’ tax plan”, Ivor Chipkin of the Centre for
Policy Studies was said to have conducted a
study of the eastern substructure of the
Greater Johannesburg Transitional Metropoli-

_ tan Council. The study was actually: of the -

councils on the East Rand.
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Farmers slowly

turning off tap in
‘dop pay system

LINDSAY BARNES ‘I—

Srase HEPORTEH /1 Iq ?

The notonous “dop” system - part
payment of farmworkers with
wine - still exists on South African
farms but is being phased out, says
KWV director and mayor of
Wellington Herman Bailey.

Mr Bailey is the former head of the
Rural Foundation, an organisation
which encourages farmers to improve
their workers’ living conditions.

The dop system is the practice of
glvmg farmworkers regular amounts
of Wme, in part payment or as a perk,
and is not Hinited to winefarms.

The foundation’s first research in
1987 into the extent of the system
showed the practice was thenorm on
55 percent of its 3000 member farms in
the Western Cape. - -

This had dropped to 13 percent two
years later because of international
pressure to conform to acceptable
labour practices and the foundation’s
influence, said Wilfred Wentzel, the
foundation’s pilot project manager.

By 1990, it had dropped to 2 percent
and to 1,4 percent in 1992, '

But Leslie London, a lecturer at the
University of Cape Town’s depart-
ment of community health, said these
findings would depend on the
researchers’ definition of the dop sys-
tem. If it was defined strictly as work-
ers being given wine daily, farms that
doled out alcohol weekly would be
eliminated, yielding a low estimate.

A 1995 study of the prevalence of
the dop system on 400 to 500 farms in
the Stellenbosch area, by UCT, the
University of the Western Cape and
the Cape Metropolitan Council, found
98 farms where the system was still in
existence, On seven of these, workers
were not given the option of payment
in lien of wine, Dr London said.

Between 5 and 10 percent of farms -

in the area, which included vegetable
and fruit farms, still used the tot sys
tem, the surveyfound.

On many farms, workers took the
wine and sold it, while many others
were addicted to their regular alcohol
fix, Dr London said. In many instances
where farmers stopped the dop system
and failed to support the workers
through the change, they lost staff to
farms that continued the practice.
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Fears of white farmers ‘nursed for too long

The protective aspects of the Extension of Security of Tenure Draft Bill are a positive step, but there is

for farmdwellers in the interim, writes Mpume Nyandu of the National Land Committee

(NLC) still feels the bill rights.
is limited in some areas.

ations like the one high-

attempt to redress situ-
lighted above, the minis-

apartheid policies. As an

.. I have lost my live-

vest to support my fam-
ily. I cannot belicve that

the government allows

stock and I have no har-
this to happen —they are

&

National
<the
placate

Congress (ANC) govern-

ment. They have been al-

lowed to continue evict-

ing farm dwellers arbi-
under

The fears of the SAAU
harshest of conditions.

and the farmers it repre-

by the time the bill is ap-
Efforts to

proved by Parliament,
sents have been nursed

for too long by the

African
trarily

ged

pt- been able to get what it for them by the farmeras

able that the SAAU is

No alternative accom-

The SAATJ has not modation was arran
more famiilies stran:ed them have clearly failed.

burg). The families were
evicted without notice

the tenure security pro-

ously directly linked to
cesses currently taking
place. If the government
does not do anything
about i, there will be

the draft bill specifies.
This eviction was obvi-

to

pts
workers’

farm

On February 20, 67
families were evicted
kpoort area (an hour

tween farm owners and and by order of court.
away from Johannes-

acceptance that there is
workers.

a power imbalance be-
wants and now wants to
from a farm in the

solve
problems.

drafting the

and gives no protection hill, This was done with He

for

They therefore

approached the minister
to suspend the consulta-
five process.

The NLC finds it re-

grettable and unacce

only now throwing its frustrate attem

toys out of the cot, as all
stakeholders involved in

an opportunity to con-

tribute to

the process were given

discriminatory
existing property the understanding and

is

It may be viewed as a
product of the consulta-
tive process begun in Ju-
ly, involving all stake-

When the draft bill
was published there was
(SAAU), saying that the

SA Agricultural Union
bill

a huge uproar from the

The minister needs to

be commended for hav-
ing published the draft holdersinlandissues.

itive step towards bring-

THIS is the plight of inghope and security for

many evicted labour ten-
ants. One would have

thought that seenarios of

the Extension of Securi-
pects of the bill are a pos-
farm dwellers. Pleased
as we are with the pro-
tective aspects, the Na-
tional Land Committee

ly published a draft of
ty of Tenure Bill.

ter of land affairs recent-

evicted bill. The protective as-

nothing...”

this. My grandchildren
have

are living with strangers,
my family is not together.,

I
this nature died with the

doing nothing fo stop
labour tenant, 1996)

{Amersfoort

need for protection

7 I3NEL
' Their rejection of a bill .
with-minimal protection
for farm dwellers proves
they are out to defy the
slightest form of change.
It is high time the
government realised it
needs to treat white
' farmers with something
close to an iron fist.

The problem areas in

the bill are:
0 It does not give occu-
piers a positive right to
tenure security. The bill
accepts existing owner-
ship of land, even though
this came about only
through forcible means
under colonialism and
apartheid. At best, the
bill maintains the status
guoin terms of land own-
ership;
(7 Tenure securityis tied
to employment. Farm
‘workers in particular
were forced to work on
white farme as a result of
'systematic dispossession
of land. But the bill ac-
cepts that their only
right to live on the land
is if they work for white
farmers, even though
this is on the basis of con-
tracts which reflect a se-
vere imbalance of power
inrural areas;
O It situates the powers
in the courts. The bill
does not make provision
for rural communities to
mobilise themselves in
defence of positive
rights. Instead, the deci-
sion to evict or not rests
with the local courts,
mogt of which are linked
to land owners through
social and political ties;
O It neglects those who
have been evicted in the
past. Thousands of peo-
ple have been forcibly re-
moved and evicted in the
1990s alone. These “sur-
plus people” are not con-
sidered in any way in the
bill as it stands;
O It accepts the right of
the owner to evict fami-
] lies, even if they have
done nothing wrong. The
bill explicitly allows
owners to evict whole
families on the basis of
perceived misbehaviour
of one individual.

An alternative ap-
proach to tenure security
15 the following:

O A protective mecha-
nism against arbitrary
eviction, Evietion orders
should only be granted

certain areas.

he ANC

B 262107

where there is a real and
established threat to the
security of farm resi-
dents; or where the via-
bility of the farm as a
productive unit is under
real and established
threat in the continued
presence of the occupier
on the farm,

O A positive and secure
tenure right for farm-
dwellers with regard fo
residence. Farm
dwellers who have resid-
ed or worked on a farm
for a period exceeding 10
years should be granted
full ownership rights to
the house and stand. A
housing subsidy would
be available for upgrad-
ing rather than the pur-
chase ofland;

O Access to and secure
tenure rights to land use
other than residence.
Farm dwellers who have
resided or worked on the
farm for a period of ten
years or more should be
granted rights of use to
productive land. The size
of such land could be
based on a sliding scale
depending on the length
of residence;

Restitution

O Restitution and use of
gpecial land. Where farm
dwellers have lost rights,
claims to have these
rights reinstated should
be allowed. Where farm
dwellers are living on
underutilised or aban-
doned land, they should
be allowed to make an
urgent application to
utilise this land.

These provisions
would allow farm
dwellers to regain access
to land that was system-
atically lost in the past
through diseriminatory
legislation and force.

The positive right —
that the residential land
belongs to the dweller or
occupier — provides real
residential security and
also allows communities
to mobilise themselves
in defence of these
rights. Instead of relying
on the state and the
courts, positive rights
shift the balance of pow-
er away from the virtual
monopoly currently held
by land owners.

The right to use pro-
ductive land also allows
farm dwellers to become
more self-sufficient, to
rely less on wvery ex-
ploitative wage labour

govt’

(which again tilts the
balance of power to-
wards the marginalised
and dispossessed) and to
gain some real leverage
in negotiating with own-
ers security of tenure
and otherissues.

The basis of these ar-
guments lies in the need
for reparations to those
who have borne the
brunt of apartheid legis-
lation and the associated
violence and force.

A new society, where
the majority have a
meaningful say in the
economic and political
direction of SA, cannot
be built without genuine
redistributicn of resour-
ces to this majority.

Instead of entrench-
ing the status quo, legis-
lation should aim to
change the social, polit-
ical and economic bal- :
ance in favour of this
majority. "

It is anhclpated that
it could take close to a
year for Parliament to
approve the Bill.

_ While we wait for
Parliament’s endorse-
ment and approval of thie
bill, the NLC strongly
feels that there should be
interim measures in
place to protect farm
dwellers against pre-
emptive evictions.

If evictions are al-
lowed to continue, they
are going to causea great
deal of instability in the
country, which is likely
to lead eventually to civil
war.

As an interim meas-
ure against eviction, the
government should deal
severely with farmers
who evict families. Large
fines should be imposed
on such farmers or they
should be given jail sen-
tences, and their land
should be expropriated.

What the SAAU and
its members fail to see is
that for reform and rec-
onciliation to take place,
the skewed land owner-
ship patterns have to be
balanced. Balancing: of
the land ownership pat-
terns means that there

can be no total protection
of existing property nght
as those rights were
granted to white farmers
with the aim of oppress-
ing black people through
landlessness.

We have now moved
to a new political era and
all the wrongs of the past
havetobe redressed

‘| The draft of the Extension of Security of Tenure Bill is a posmve step towar sil
protecting the rights of families who live on farms, although it is still, llrmtedam
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| Govt agrees to withdraw tand tenure ads and negatiate with agriculture

form will stop all evictions unless ability of alternative accommodation,
equivalent alternative accommodation  the shifti of the onus of proof “un-
is available. It will apply to all evic- reamsonably onto land owners”, confus-
tions from the date of publication. ing terminology in the bill and the
Du Toit said it was “ahsolutely un- criminalisation of farmers who evict
acceptahle” to start advertising on the for “good reasons”.
basis of legisiation that was still in “We are, however, convinced that
dvaft form, It was critical that issues in the consequences of this bill in terms of
the bill be re-evaluated hefore it was squatting and possible land invasion
ﬂmmmﬂmmsﬂrmnm&mhmewoqmbﬁmﬂ. mhmmonuwdmﬂwﬁwmﬁ.woﬁmn%wmm

fairg director-general Geoff Budlender
had established there was room for ne-
gotiation. He said the union had decid-
ed that it would probably terminate
any effarts to participate in construc-
tive dialogue with government if the

weels, has effectively rescued the rela-
tionship between organised agricul-
ture and government from collapse,
The meeting, held duringa breakin
the intergovernmental conference at
Stellenbosch yesterday, emerged with
an agreement that the advertisements
advising farm workers to seek advice
at their nearest land affairz office

Wyndham Hartley

CAPETOWN—A controversial series
of radio advertisements promoting the
draft Security of Tenure Bill are to be
withdrawn after an emergency meet-
ing between the SA Agricultural Union
(SAAU) and Land Affairs Minister

Derek Hanekom. concerns to Hanekom and Budlender,

and was encouraged that they had

With feelings running high in farm- would be haited as soon as possible, the h i
ing cireles over the legislation which SAAU said. agreed there would be problems with proval, he said. Of concern were the warranted,” Du Toit said, adding that
seeks to bolster the land tenure ﬂ% At a news conference afterwards, someofthe Jdefinitionsin the bill. powers of expro riation bestowed on  evictions from commercial farms were
of farm workers, the meeting, W i The bill was published about two the minister, evictions subject

SAAU president Chris du Toit said the

meeting with Hanekom and land af- weeks agoand if enacted in its present  to both the availability and the accept- Continued onPage2

agreed to further negotiations next
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so rare as to be absolute exceptions.
Examples of evictions quoted to them
by the department were not from com-
_mercial farms, he said.

. .mgd vice-president Japie Grobler
said the legislation would discourage
farmers from providing accommoda-
‘tion for workers and would further en-
‘courage mechanisation.and a reduc-
tion of jobs in the agricultural sector at
a time when jobs should-be created to
halt rising unemployment. _

.- He said it would also encourage
farm workers to become destructive
agitators on the farms because they

N "
ORI ERNE LIRS L A
T

would then have to be provided with -
alternative accomamodation before
ﬁrmm ooﬁm.rm %&mm. Y
xecutive director Jack Raath sdid
there had already been a decline in fedl
land values. While all this could not.be
attributed to the draft bill, it undovbt-
edly played a role. which mitigating
against rising profitability in agrieul:
ture. The banking sector had already
expressed concern about this trend..x
Du Toit said that the legislation
would have a negative effect on the.re:
lationship between farmers and work*
ers, it would harm farmers’ ability to
wﬂgvmam Ewmm.bmam.b%w and it would .
ve a negative effect on the fie:
tion of food. pro m@m
SeePagel8



By Mpume Nyandu
‘ HAVE LOST MY LIVESTOCK and I have no
harvest to support my family. I cannot
Ibelieve the Government allows this to
happen — they are doing nothing to
stop this. My grandchildren are living witk
strangers, my family is not together. I have noth-
ing ..”
This is the plight of an Amersfoort labour ten-
ant, who was evicted last year. One would have
thought scenarios like this died with apartheid.

As an attempt to address the situation, Land
Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom recently pub-
lished a draft of the Extension of Security of
Tenure Bill. He needs to be commended for pub-
lishing the draft.

Its protective aspects are a positive step
towards bringing hope and security to farm
dwellers. Pleased as we are with these aspects of
the draft, the National Land Committee still feels
the Bill is limited in some areas.

It is a product of the consultative process that
started last July, involving all stakeholders. When
the draft Bill was published, there was a huge

uproar from the Sonth African Agricultural
Union.

Appealed to minister

The union said it was discriminatory and gave no
protectton to existing property rights. They there-
fore appealed to Hanekom to suspend the consui-
tative process.

It is regrettable and unacceptable, as all the
stakeholders involved were given an opportunity
to make inputs to the drafting of the Bil,

This was done with the understanding that
there is a power imbalance between farmowners
and farmworkers. The SAAU has not been able to
get what they wanted and now want to frastrate
any attempls to solve farmworkers problems,

Last week, 67 families were evicted from a
farm in Hekpoort without notice. A court order
was issued on February 19 and they were evicted
the next day. There was nio alternative accommo-
dation arranged for them by the farmer as speci-
fied by the draft Bill.

This eviction is directly linked to the tenure
Security processes currently taking place, If the
Government does not do anything about it, more
families will be stranded between now and when
the Bill is approved by Parliament.

The fears of the SAAU and the farmers they
represent have peen nursed for too long by the
Government. They have been allowed to continue

evicting farm dwellers arbitrarily and under the
harshest of conditions.

Placate them

Efforts to placate them and to appeal to them to
be reasonable have clearly failed. Their rejection
of a Bill with minimal protection for farm
dwellers proves they are out to defy the slightest
form of change,

It is high time the Government realised that
they need to treat white farmers with something
close to an iron fist.

The Bill’s problematic areas are:

@ It does not give occupiers a positive right to
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Equitable redistribution of land is part
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tenure security: the Bill accepts the

‘ The Bill’s protective
aspects are a positive
step towards bringing
hope and security for
farm dwellers. But the
Bill is limited in some

areas ,

existing ownership of land, even
though this was done forcibly under
colonialism and apartheid, At best,
the Bill maintains the status quo.

©® Tenure security is tied to
employment: Farmworkers in par-
ticular were forced to work on white
farms as a result of the systematic
dispossession of their land.

But the Bill accepts their only
tight to live on the land is if they are
working for white farmers, even
though this is on the basis of con-
tracts which reflect a severe imbal-
ance of power in rural areas.

® It puts the powers in the
courts: The Bill does not make space
for rural communities to mobilise
themselves in defence of positive
rights. Instead, the decision to evict
or not rests with local courts, most of which are

linked to land owners through social and political
ties.

® It neglects those who have been evicted in
the past: Thousands of people were forcibly
removed and evicted in the 1990s alone. These

“surplus people” are not considered in any way
the Bill as it stands.

@ It accepts the right of the owner to evict
tamilies, even if they have done nothing wrong:
The Bill explicitly allows owners to evict whole
families on the basis of the perceived mishehay-
iour of an individual.

An alternative approach to tenure security
would be:

® A protective mechanism against arbitrary
eviction: Eviction orders should only be granted
where there is a real and established threat to the
security of farm residents; or where the viability
of the farm is under real and established threat.

® A positive and secure tenure right for farm
dwellers with regard to residence: Farm dwellers
who have resided or worked on a farm for more
than 10 years should be granted full ownership
rights to the house and stand. The housing sub-
sidy would be available for upgrading rather than
the buying of land.

© Access and secure tenure rights to land use
other than residence: Farm dwellers who have
resided or worked on the farm for 10 years or
more should be granted use rights 1o productive
land. The size of such land could be based on a
sliding scale depending on length of residence.

Flashback ... Kliprivier farmwo
were dismissed. Last week another 67 familles
even though Land Affairs Minister Derek Hanek
Security of Tenure Bill to correct this situation.

tkers were evicte

@ Restitution and use of special land: Where
farm dwellers have lost rights, claims to have the
rights reinstated should be allowed. Where farm
dwellers are living on under-utilised or abap-
doned land, they should be able to make an urgent
application to utilise this land.

These provisions would allow farm dwellers
to regain access to land systematically lost in the
past through discriminatory legislation and the
use of force, :

The positive right - that the residential land
belongs to the dweller-occupier - provides real
residential security and also allows communities
to mobilise themselves in defence of such rights,

Instead of relying on the state and the courts,
positive rights allow for local organisation and
shifts the balance of power away from the virtual
monopoly currently held by land owners.

Gain real leverage

The right to use productive land also allows farm
dwellers to become more self-sufficient, to rely
less on very exploitative wage labour and to gain
some real-leverage in negotiating with land own-
ers about security of tenure and other issues of
concern,

The basis of these arguments lies in the need
for reparations to those who have borne the brunt
of apartheid legislation and its associated vio-
lence and force.

A new society, where the majority have a
meaningful say in the economic and politicai
direction of the country, cannot be built without
genuine redistribution of resources to the majori-

de change
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of the reconciliation

3 2

process

d in 1995 from the farm on which they lived after they
were evicted from a Hekpoort farm without notice
om recently published a draft of the Extension of

ty of people.

Instead of entrenching the starus quo, legisla-
tiont should be aimed at changing the social, polit-
ical and economic balance in favour of this
majority.

It could take close to a year for Parliament to
approve the Bill. While we wait for Parliament’s
endorsement and approval, we strongly feel there
should be interim measures to protect farm
dwellers against pre-emptive evictions.

If evictions are allowed to continue, they wili
cause a great deal of instability.

As an interim measure, the Governmen
should deal severely with farmers who evict fam-
ilies.

Impose fines

Large fines should be imposed on such farmers or
they shouid be jailed, and their land should be
expropriated.

What the SAAU and its members fail to see is
that for reform and reconciliation to take place,
skewed land ownership patterns in the country
have to be changed.

Balancing the land ownership patterns means
there can be no total protection of existing prop-
erty rights as those rights were granted io white
farmers with the aim of oppressing black people
through landlessness.

We have now moved to a new political era and
all the wrongs of the past have to be addressed.

{The writer is the media and publicity coordi-
nater of the National Land Committee,
Johannesburg,)




THE long title, Extension of Se-
curity of Tenure Bill, makes it ap-
pear innocuous, but the bill as it
stands is likely to have unintend-
ed consequences which will fur-
ther endanger precisely those peo-
ple it wants to protect.

The primary aim of the bill “To
regulate the circumstances under
which the rights of persons to oc-
cupy land may be terminated; to
regulate the circumstances under
which persons, whose right of oc-
cupation has been terminated,
may be evicted from land; to reg-
ulate the conditions of occupation
of land; to provide measures to fa-
cilitate long-term security of
tenure for such persons; and to
provide for matters incidental
thereto,” is to protect farm work-
ers, among the poorest and most
vulnerable people in SA, from un-
fair eviction.

While the draft bill says “unfair
evictions lead to great hardship,
conflict and social instability”, no
research has been done to find out
Jjust how large the problem is.

It is, in fact, extremely unlikely
that there is any flood of unfair
evictions taking place. Even the
Association for Rural Advance-
ment acknowledges that “proba-
bly very few” farmers are guilty of
dumping whole families on the
side of the road with nowhere to
go. However, the association goes
on to claim that “even the possi-
bility that it can happen once is
sufficient grounds to justify a law
that prevents it”.

e problem is that the bill at-
tempts to kill a fly with a sledge-
hammer. In attempting to end un-
fair evictions by a few it has in-

troduced stringent conditions
which will have an enormous im-
pact on everybody.

There is a strong possibility
that the bill will give rise to a sit-
uation in which the security of a
limited number of occupiers who
might have been unfairly evicted
will be bought at the expense of a
very much larger number who will
be “fairly” evicted, or who will nev-

er be granted the right to stayona
farm at all.

Under existing law, a landown-
er may legally evict occupiers of
his land providing that certain
procedures have been correctly
followed. The law is not concerned
with the “fairness” of the eviction.

Under the new law, the evic-
tion of occupiers will involve two
steps. The first will be the lawful
termination of the right to occupy
the land — for example, as a result
of a fair dismissal in terms of the
Labour Relations Act.

The second step is that a court
must decide whether eviction is
“fair and justified” under the cir-
cumstances. Here the cause of the
termination will be taken into con-
sideration. If the termination was
not caused by the conduct of the
occupier, for example if the occu-
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pier lost his job as a result of re-
dundancy, eviction will not be per-
mitted until “adequate alterna-
tive accommodation” is available,
and unless there is no “appropri-
ate aliernative” to eviction. If ter-
inination was caused by the con-
duct of the oceupier, a less.strin-
gent test will be applied.

Occupiers who are over 55 and
who have been on the land for
more than 20 years cannot be
evicted except for misconduct.

The provisions, by divorcing
the right to cccupy land from an
employment contract, effectively
create d new right of ownership at
the expense of existing land
rights. This is in spite of the prin-
ciple contained in the bill that “the
law should give due recognition to
the legitimate rights and interests
of owners and occupiers of land”.

In addition, it
is likely the provi-
sions  constitute
discrimination
against rural as
opposed to urban
landowners, thus
making the bill
unconstitutional.

Farmers are
far from being the
only employers
who provide hous-
ing to their em-
ployees as part of
the employment
contract. Mines,
the railways and
even  churches,
provide free ac-
commodation to
their employees.
There is no sug-
gestion that these
employers should
be compelled by
law to find alter-
native accommo-
dation for those

whose  employ-
ment contracts
have been termi-
nated, or even

that they have a
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'Ihe Freedom Front walked
out of the Gauteng legisla-
ture yesterday after the

Residential Landlord and -

- Tenant Bill was accepted,
accusing the legislature of
treating sensitive issues as
though it were a kangaroo
court..

The EF members of the
provingial legislature had
‘requested Speaker Trevor

TFowler "to refer the-bill ~

back to the standing com-
mittee bécause it had ot
been debated property.
The legislature voted
against the FE and the bill,

which received both De-

‘,“lgér. ove .lﬁndlord enant blll

2T s

mocratic Party and Na-
 tional Party support, was
approved.

The bill calls for the es-
tablishment of a board in
every magisterial district.
These boards will address
various problems con-
cerning landlords and ten-
ants, without either party
incurring legal expenses.
The DP expressed res-

- ervations about some of

the bill's descriptions of

“unfair practices.

It argued that these
descriptions curtailed the

. ‘creation of a workable

mitual relationship be-
tween landlords and ten-
ants. !
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27 Febtuary 1997 that the moratorium was lo
continue. The Committee agreed that it was
in our inferest not (o resume arms exporls to
Rwanda al present.

{b) Not applicable

(3) No statement will be made.
Rural housing on communal land

+38. Mr A F MAHLALELA asked the Minister of

Housing: wﬁ@ q Y-
{1} Whethersh&or lier Department has a pSlicy in

respect of rural housing on communal land
under the jurisdiction of traditional leaders; if
not, why not; if so, {a) what is this policy. (b}
how many houses have been built in such areas
in terms of this policy and (c) how many per-
sons in such areas have received grants 1o the
amount of R15 000;

(2) whether she will make a statement on rural
housing development in general?
N297E

The MINISTER OF HOUSING:
(1) No.

(a) Policy is presently being developed. One of
the main constraints for households living in
rural areas to access housing subsidies until
recently has been the lack of de jure securi-
ty of tenure associated with land which is
communally owned (i.e. tribal land). In
terms of the Interim Protection of Informal
Land Rights Act, 1996 (Act 31 of 1996) a
legally enforceable right to occupation now
pertains to tribal land and land formerly
administered by the South African
Development Trust, former self-governing
territories and the TBVC States. These
occupational rights provide sufficient securi-
ty of tenure to access housing subsidies and
hence enables the amendment of existing
policy to address the housing needs in com-
munal areas.

(b} None.
(c) None.
(2) Yes, when the policy details have been finalised.

Persons convicted of criminal offences

*39. Mrv § M CAMERER asked the Minister for
Safety and Security
What proportion of the number of persons

charged with crimtnal oftences was convicted of
offences in (a) 1991 and (b) 19953? NIUsE

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND SECURITY
{ Afrikaanse weergawe nie verstrek nie).

{a) and (b) Unknown

Naote:

The statistics, in gencral, kept by the South Alrican
Police Service do not provide for the specific number
of persons convicled in connection with criminal
offences, but only for the number of cases referred o
court. It is furthermore common cause that a single
case, for example, may involve a number of accused.
It is regretted that further details are not available.

‘To obtain the required information, [acsimiles will
have to be sent to all police stations country-wide.
thereby placing an extra burden on limited manpow-
er and financial resources. Members will have to be
withdrawn from other duties and specialty allocated
to peruse dockets and registers.

Tt is possible that the Department of Justice may be
of greater assistance in providing the required infor-
mation.

Sanctions against Burundi lifted

*40. Dr B L GELDENHUYS asked the Minister of
Foreign Affairs:t

Whether the Government will consider recommend-
ing that sanctions against Burundi be lifted; if not,
why not; if so, what are the relevant details? N299E

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:

The current sanctions imposed against the illegal
government in Burundi were imposed by its region-
al neighbours at the Arusha Il Summit on 31 July
1996. The Summit set a number of criteria which. if
complied with by Major Buyoya (who led the July
1996 coup), would sce the sanctions campaign
ended. These were (i) the ending of the ban on poli-
tical parties and their activities: (ii) the lifting of the
suspension on the operation of the National
Assembly and (iii) the start of all party negotiations.
The campaign of sanctions was endorsed by the
OAU Central Organ. South Africa supported the
decision taken by the region, in that it reflected a
determined African stand against military &ups
d'etat in Africa.

s WEDNESDAY. 20 MARCH 1997 Wi

South Atrica has appomted a Special Representative
on Burundi. Ambassador Welille Nhlapo has con-
ducted a wide 1ange of contacts with hey tole play-
ers. both inside and oukside of Burundi. The
Ambasspdor’ role is (o supporl the key mediation
cfforts of the former Tanzanian President. Mr Julivs
Nyerere, He constantly advises the Department
about developments in Burundi and efforts to seek a
political solution.

In the present situation, the South African
Government cannotl recommend the lilting of the
sanctions on Burundi. This will only happen onec the
regional leaders who imposed the measures are sal-
isfied that Major Buyoya has met the conditions laid
down by the Arusha II process,

Water Affairs and Forestry: SA' selling of arms o
Sri Lanka

“41 Mr D K PADIACHEY asked the Minister of
Water Affairs and Forestry.

{1) Whether South Africa is selling arms to Sni
Lanka: if not, why not; if so, what are the rele-
vant details:

whether. in view of the current Tamil conflict in
Sri Lanka. the Government is reviewing its
relatfonship wiik that country; if not, why notzif
so, what are the relevant details?

2

—

N3OOE

The MINISTER OF WATER AFFAIRS AND
FORESTRY:

{1)(a) No. South Africa is not selling arms to Sri
Lanka. A moratorivm was placed on arms
exports to Sri Lanka in the latter half of 1994
by the then Defence Foreign Policy
Committee. Due to the internal situation in
Sri Lanka the National Conventional Arms
Control Committee has upheld the decision
not to resume anms exports to Sri Lanka.

(b) Not applicable.

(2}a) No, the South African Government is not
reviewing its refationship with Sri Lanka. The
Government of South Africa recognises the
sovereignty of Sri Lanka. South Africa
deplores the deaths and destruction resulting
from the current fighting in Sri Lanka and
believes that a negotiated settlement
between both parties, a solution which can be

consultation, is the best sotation. In the |
ol the above the Government will suppott o
pracelul solution to the present conllict i
Lanka.

(b) Not applicable.
Estate agents: misconduct/other offences

#43. Mr A ALLY asked the Minisier of Trade and
Industry:

Whether he or his Department mtends any
action against estate agents guilty of misconduct
and other offences: if not, why not: if so, when

N3N

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSERY:

Lcgislation has been in place since 1976 to regulate
the activities of estale agents in teims of the Ptate
Agents Act, 1976 (Act No. 112 of 1976) In terms of
the Act, a regulatory body called the Estate Agents
Board was established which reports anpually 1o
Parliament on its activities. Any person who [vebs
aggrieved by the actions or omission of an estate
agent arsing from a real estate transaction may
lodge a complaint with the Board. In the past the
nature of offences varied from gross misconduct,
trust account vielation (section 3({I1}¢) and (g} ot
the Estate Agents Act, 1976 {Act No. 112 ol 1970)
and in some cases elements of dishonesly (section
30(1) (/) of the same Act) were present.

Where necessary the Board did act against cstate
agents. During 1996 the Board took disciplinan
steps in respect of 416 separate cases which resulted
in 46 fidelity fund certificates being withchawn.
Through active Board mediation settlements woeie
achieved in 124 cases to the satisfaction of com-
plainant and respondent estate agent alike.

It should also be mentioned that an Estate Agent
Amendment Bill, 1997 (Act No. 72 of 1997) was pul
lished for comment. Interested persons were nriee
afia invited 10 furnish written comment and repre
sentations on various recommended amendments (o
the Estate Agent Act, 1976 some being to amend the
grounds upon which an estate agent shall be guilty ol
improper conduct: 1o amend the penaltics which
may be imposed by the Board if an estatc agent is
found guilty of improper conduct: to provide for the
suspension of a fidelity fund certificatc if a
fine imposed by the Board is not paid within one
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By BLACKMAN NGORO

The spotlight fell this week on a™
20-hectare Lanseéria plot where
! a scenario evolved-that is likely
1., . lo be repeated many times over
in the coming months.* - - &
The  Government, has -
legalised the right of workers to -
‘a piece of land through the
Extension of Tenure and Seeu-’
rity Bill. o
But many elderly farmwork- -
ers —~ and some of their elderly
. employers —~ are confused about
their rights. ,

At Lanseria this week an 81~
year-old South African of Portu~
guese extraction, illiterate
Archie Bageiro, evicied pen-
sioner Esther Nyoni because
Bageiro wants to sell his farm
and move in with his children.
He removed the roof of Nyoni’s home anrd
loaded the roofing sheets on to a trailer. It is
& method thai has become a favourite for
farmers waniing to rid themselves of retired
workers.

SELLING UP:

themselves of

Ll

‘evicti

removed the roof of his work

retired workers

Sam Moyo works with the Crocodile
Transitional Council. He asked the pension-
er farmer -~ who has had two heart attacks
over the last few years and has been aban-
doned by his elder son — where the people he

was evicting were going to go.

| “1 don’t know,” Bageiro replied,
“Idon’t even imow where I'm going
to go. I'm too old to farm now”

Bageiro has been farming since
1368. “When I got here it was all a
bush. Nothing. This is mine, This is
my {and. I bought it and I have the
papers to prove it,” he said, a little
belligerently when he found the
Saturday Star talking to the vie-
tims of the evietion.

The Saturday Star was told by
the aged farmworkers that it feft
as though they had been hit by a
whirlwind when, one morning,
three workers came to remove
+ their roof.

“We don’t know what’s happen-

Archie Bagerro, who says he knows nothing about the new law,
er's home - a method farmers often use to rid
PHOTOGRAPHS. ANDREAS VLACHAKIS

ing. Nothing,” they said, looking
bewildered.

They said they had been liv-
ing and working at the Bageiro
farm for many years. One of
them, Elizabeth Lichaba, has
lived at the farm for more than
20 years.

Sam Moye told the farmer
that the evietion he was effect-
ing was against the law: “You
have to go and obtain an evie-
tion order from the court.

“Once you have an eviction
order it will assist you to evict
your people effectively as well
as to assist the Government to
relocate these people.”

Bageiro replied: “I don’t
know about this new law. It is
all new to me. 1 dont know
about getting an evietion
order”

ANC councillor Elias Mahlangu said the
workers did not have any power to stop such
evietions. “All power (in this regard) is vest-
ed in the bands of the Western (Gauteng Ser-
vices Council. They are responsible for
emergency and disaster management,

“They manage it. They are supposed to
handle these issues.”

An assistant direelor in the Western
Gauteng Services Council responsible for
disasier management, Wiekus Myburgh,
said they considered evictions as an emer-
gency.

“We pet the Red Cross to assist us with
emergency shelter but only if the evietion is
legal. They have to have a court interdict,”
he said. “We ean’t help people when there is
no court order. We don’t want to be accused
of taking sides when it is about labour
disputes.”

And while the wrangle goes on, Esther
Nyoni sits in her roofless dwelling, lost and
bewildered with few possessions and
nowhere to go ..,
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KWYV threat over

farm.tot syste
JC

Paarl = The wine tive
KWV considered the tot system
an unacceptable practice, and
would consider buying wine only
from producers who could assure
it that employees were not sup-
plied with wine during the work
day as part payment.

KWV chairman Lourens
Jonker, during his address at the

rative’s annual meeting in

Paarl yesterday, said it was frus-
trating and disappointing that the
tot systern was still being used by
aminority of farmers.

“It has been illegal since 1963
and persons continuing the prac-
tice expose themselves to prose-

Worar?uy lul17
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Baumhi Shagpe
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CAPE TOWN -~ Witk gmogerative KWV lashed out
esterday at the ciltinn? practice by some mem-

eraoftheteispiipaspa ment to wine employees.

chaizman Luirens Jonaer saxd at the annual gen-
era; rmobitgttat vy y.ponrted the prosecution of
meihara ad® roegdisine the system, whic
cared “he industy “acalenlabie herm” in terms of
negative publicity. :

“Sensitivity in the intex national markets about
this issue oceurs at such & high lovel that KWV would
consider buying wine only frow ihose producers and
cellars that give us absolute assurance that employ-

ges are not supplied with any roducts of the pro-

ducer in terms of the tot system.

The industry deserved recognition for the fact that
the  sactice had Jeclined from 2 54% occurrence in
1987 to 14%in 1989, with current levels at about 1%.
“Corapared to ccher wine countries, the incidence of
this practiceis probably lower than elsewhere.”

Jonker said indications ware that this year’s har-
vest would yield abeut 984-million litres — about 8%
dowis on the same time last year and 1,6% less then
inl992, om0 :

On KWV"s planned cenversion to 2 ublic com-

~sany, Jonke.: sai¢ the cc < gerative would not be de-
Viateq o, ats plans as e conversion would benefit
: seernational consuzaers and the SA community. f




Jobs threatened by basic|

conditions, Say
ob 5/6/97

Louise Cook

THE SA Agricultural Union (SAAT)
has warned that the basic conditions of
employment bill would “inevitably”
lead to fewer job opportunities in the
agricultural sector, one of SA’s most
importantjob creators.

SAAU director Ko
said the bill would cause gharp labour
cost increases at a time when the farm-
ing sectors’ margins were under pres-
gure, and the yecent scrapping o the
diesel rebate to farmers would cause a
R250m a year losstothe sector.

«Tt is seemingly the (labour) minis-
ter’s intention to raise employment
conditions in SA to levels considerably
higher than in many counfries we com-
pete with in international trade. The
problem is that SA’s productivity com-
pares Vvery poorly to the rest of the
world,” hesaid. -

The bill, released two weeks ago,
covered all sectors including domestic
and farm workers. It provided for com-
pulsory overtime payments on farms,
three weeks paid annusl leave, unpaid

farmers
maternity 1&@)&%&5 on

Sundays and public holidays.

For years the a%ricultural sector
has argued against egislation aimed
at fixing working hours and overtime
.payments on farms, claiming that di-
verse operations and geasonal differ-
ences necessitated a flexible approach.

However, the Agri tural Workers
Qrganisation, set up to assist farmers
on labour issues, weleomed the pro-

osed moves ont working hours.

aan Smith said the bill ensured both
employers and emgloyees would enjoy
greatercertaintya out their rights.

«Production logses could occur dur-
ing a proposed six-month hasing-in
period, but the exchange 0 extended
working hours during busy periods,
with ghort hours during gquiet times,
allowed for an important degree of flex-
ibility,” he said. ) i

The envisaged legislation still had
some way to go before it became law.
The National Economic, Develo ment
and Labour Council would consider the
bill for the next two months before it
was submitted tothe cabinet.

e —
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A hard look at tro

ubles down on the farm

[

BEATING farm workers is still
commonpiace in parts of South
Africa. NICKY WESTGUARD-
TAYLOR and SEAN JACOBS
examine the extent of legislative
provision for redress and what
gaps remain in protectingthe -

rights of this section of the '| raral dwellers in the exercise of their
warkforce. _ rights.
y While the Independent Complaints
EPORTS of AWB leader Fugene Ter- | Directorate has been established to
reBlanche’s . investigate com-
N ﬁomimn%m tor | The new Labour Eauwm against m>ﬂm
e attempted mur- . . members, its work-
der of Mr Paul Mot- | Relations Actmakes it josg s work-
on his farm v | 1OTE difficult for work- blethatthis bogy wi
tersdorp, were domi- | €rs {0 claim %E\Sh.mm \.Qﬂ make its presence felt
reianches ancics i | 0P ASSault in the labour = Under existing
the moﬂnwmwﬁoowy court and limits the size _mﬁunmﬁwa. assauit’
agistrates court. . : : victims 0
mmmﬁm was any sub- | Of the Qmﬁm. Y to qmnozm@ anow_%m
stantive reference to e —— L1075 Criminal law

the nature of his R )
crime: regular and widespread assaults
on farm workers. .

Despite the successes achieved in
consolidating a democratic culture and
iabour regime in South Africa, beatings
of farm workers continue to take place,
with some farmers still treating their
workforce as if they were feidal serfs,

Effective mechanisms to deal with
such practices have yet to be put in
place, Research by the Centre for Rural
Legal Studies (CRLS) shows that assauits
on farm workers still occur, with only a
small number of these cases reaching the
criminal, civil or labour courts. Even
where they do, some of the senfences
handed down are so light that they do
not act as a deterrent. In many cases, the
police, charged with the responsibility of
investigating assault cases, show great
reluctance to pursue complaints of this
nature.

The CRLS has received at lpast 17

complaints of farmers assaulting farm
waorkers in the Western Cape in the last
two years. These range from minor slaps
to more serigus assaults. However, many
cases are not reported to advice offices or
community-based organisations for rea-
sons ranging from fear of possible reper-
cussions at work to police reluctance to
investigate and to protect disadvantaged

prohibits assault and
criminal sanctions exist to punish those
who infringe this law. In terms of com-
mon law, victims can claim damages for
medical expenses, loss of earnings and
pain and suffering incurred as a result of

" the assault,

- The old Labour Relations Act treated
an assault by an employer on an employ-
ee as an unfair labour practice. An
employee was entitled to claim actual
financial loss as a result of the unfair
labour practice, but the question was
whether the farm worket could also
claim damages for pain and suffering
(non-patrimonial loss) which are often
difficult to quantify, as a result of the
assault. - |

- Following the implementatton of the
Agricultural Labour Act in 1994, the
CRLS attempted to claim non-patrimo-
nial damages in the labour court for farm
workers who had been assaulted by their
employers. Most of these cases were set-

tled but, where the matters went to
-court, the applicants were awarded dam.
ages for their assaults.

The new Labour Relations Act of
1995 makes it more difficult for farm
workers to claim damages for an assault
-in the labour courts. The new unfair
labour practice definition is much nar.
rower than the old definition and does
not spectfically cover an assault by an
employer on an employee. The new LRA
also limits the size of a damages claim,
thereby making it advisable for workers
to seek damages for serious assaults in
the civil courts.

The Legal Aid Board does provide
assistance to farm workers, but is slow in
giving attorneys instructions to deal
with cases and even slower in paying for
the work when completed. Moreover, it
is virtually impossible to find attorneys
in outlying rural areas who are prepared
to act for a farm worker who wishes to
bring a damages claim against his or her
employer.

In many cases, witnesses {particularly
if they live or work on the farm) are
reluctant to give evidence owing to the
intimidating nature of the court process
and out of fear of victimisation (such as
the loss of a bonus) if they testi against
the farmer. =y

Even if a case is successful, damages
awarded to farm workers who have been
assaulted are minimal. In a recent case in
which a farmer assaulted a farm worker
with a spade after the Iatter threatened to
report him for an earlier assault, the Agri-
cultural Labour Court only awarded
damages of R80Q.

While it is difficult to determine
whether or not abuse is as frequent on
farms as was the case before 1994, whatis
true is that farm workers are speaking out
increasingly against the abuse of their
rights. The problem now lies with the
way this problem is being addressed by
the govemnment and society as a whole.

While the government is showing a
greater commitment to addressing the

B L L oo T SR,

imbalance of power in the rural areas
through such proposed legistation as the
Basic Conditions of Employment Bill
and Land Affairs Draft Extension of Secu-
rity of Tenure Bill, there is very little
emphasis on rights education for farmers
and farm workers, or on the enforce-
ment of farm workers’ newly established
rights.

Despite positive initiatives by policy
makers, until such time as all SAPS mem-
bers and magistrates play ameutral role

%

IN THE BAL-
ANCE:
Although there
have been

needio be
more changes
before famm
workers can
combat the
level of abuse
onfarms.

. ‘E the enforcement of the law, and farm

workers have easier access to the courts
for the enforcement of their rights, it is
unlikely that there will be any change to
the status quo as far as the level of abuse
on farms is concerned.

L Nicky Westguard-Taylor is a labour law
researcher at Cenire for Rural Legal Studies
in Stellenbosch. Sean Jacobs is a political

" researcher with Idasa’s Parliamentary Infor-

mation & Monitoring Service.
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PROVINCE: MPUMALANGA
Rewvised budget
1996097 1997198
SCHEME DAM Rumithen| R mudlion
FUNDS RAISED FROM TARIFFS THROUGH
GOVERNMENT WATER SCHEMES
Crocodile River
(East) Kwena 0.k 06
Komati Noowgedacht - 02
Komali Vygeboom - 02
Komati Diriekoppies - 02
Maratsane Maratsane & Injaka{ 03 03
Sand River Witklip Ot 03
Biyde River Biyde Ruver (A} 03
TOTAL| 06 21
FUNDS OBTAINED FROM THE EXCHEQUER ACCOUNT
FOR WORK DONE QUTSIDE PROCLAIMED
GOVERNMENT WATER SCHEMES
Mpumalanga _ 28 235
TOTAL 28 25
TOTALFORPROVINCE| 34 LY

(c}  The following table is purchases that
have been made from April 1996 to
January 1997. It includes equipment such
as chainsaws, brush cutters, slashers,
office equipment, etc. and also protective
clothing, boots, overalls, but does not
include running cost such as petrol, oil,
herbicides, ete.

Project April - Jan 97
Kouga R1 362 400.00
Soetkraal 54 254.47
Amatola 21 0000
Vondo 60 700.00
Letaba 20 431.00
Mpumalanga 523 390.00
Keiskammehoek 149 413.00
Fynbos 2429 777.00
KwaZulu-Natal 388 435.51
Dinokana 0
Total RS 009 801.95

(d)

(e)

M

4]

This works out to less than 10% of the
total cashflow up to January 1997,

The majority of the projects use office
space and equipment supplied by the
Implementing Agent, although in some
cases office space is rented or are
supplied free of charge by munici-
palities, etc. Equipment such as com-
puters, fax machines, chainsaws, etc. are
bought and are based and on record at
each project.

The vehicles used in the projects to
transport workers are obtained from:

1, Hired vehicles from the Directorate:
Construction of the Department at
Jan Kempdorp;

2. Government Garage (GG) vehicles;
and

3. hired vehicles from private companies
on tender.

Some of the project managers and
development and training officers are
using their private vehicles for official
purposes at official rates.

Direct evaluation is done by the Imple-
menting Agent, such as Cape Nature
Conservation and national evaluation
by the Department of Water Affairs and
Forestry. Audits have also been done by
the Working for Water Management
Team on an ad hoc basis and are
reported back to the Management
Team. Ecological audits have also been
done by the Plant Protection Instituts®
and by interested people and groups.

The main clearing process will take
approximately 15 - 20 years, but follow-
up will depend on the type of specie in
the specific area.

The amount budgeted for are shown in

(D@
End of 1996/97 financial year.

Mansard -
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{2)(a)Currently no local councillors have any trans-
port contracts with the projects. State tender and
procurement procedures are used to obtam
transport as mentioned in (1){(c).

{b) and (c) Fall away.

Number of farin labourers/dependents of farm
labourers N\\
404. Dr E A SCHOEMAN asked-the Minister for

Agriculture and Land Affairs:

What was the number of (a) farm labourers
and (b) dependents of farm labourers in the
commercial agriculture sector in (i) 1994, (ii)
1995 and (iii) 19967 N649E

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:

There is no information available with regard to the
number of farm labourers in the commercial
agriculture sector for the periods 1994, 1995 and
1996. The reason being that the results of the 1993
Agricultural Survey have not been released by the
Central Statistical Service. The most recent
available information is for the period 1991. At that
time there were 1051197 farm labourers in the
commercial agricultural sector and it was estimated
that they had approximately 5,3 million dependants.

Agriculture and Land Affairs: stafl employed

446, Mrs M J BADENHORST asked the Minister
for Agriculture and Land Affairs:

{a) How tany staff members were employed by
his Ministry as at the latest specified date for
which information is available, (b) how many of
these staff members are employed in (i) Cape
Town aund (i) Pretoria during the parliamentary
session and (c) what was the amount spent by his
Department in the latest specified calendar year
to move ils session actitivities back and forth
between Pretoria and Cape Town? N726E

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:
(a) nine
(b) (i) eight
(ii) one

(c) R21750

Land claims: submissionffinalisation

468, Mr A S BEYERS asked the Mijfister for
Agriculture and Land Affairs:

(a) How many claims had been lodged with the
Land Claims Commissioners in terms of section
2 of the Restitution of Land Rights Act, 1994
(Act No 22 of 1994), in (i) urban and (ii) rural
areas in each of the provinces as at 31 March
1997, (b) how many of these claims have been
finalised, {c) when is it anticipated that these
claims will have been finalised, (d) how many
days elapse on average before a claim that is
formally lodged and acknowledged is decided
upon by the Land Claims Court and {¢) how
many such claims have been rejected by the
Land Claims Commissioners for not complying
with the requirements of the Restitution of
Land Rights Act? N750E

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:

(a)(i) and (ii)
PROVINCE URBAN RURAL
Western Cape 274 6t
Northern Cape 4 111
Free State 35 10
Eastern Cape 990 475
KwaZulu-Natal 4774 874
Mpumalanga 12 319
Nortkern Pravince 105 360
Gauteng 2192 3
North West 77 17
Total 11553 215

(b) Only one claim, namely the Elandskloof land
claim in the Western Cape has been finalised,
although nine land claims have already been
referred to the Land Claims Court for final
adjudication. Sixty land claims are almost at the
point where they can be referred to the Land
Claims Court.

(c) It is impossible to state exactly when all land
claims will have been finalised, due to the
involved legalistic process of negotiation and
consultation with ail interested parties in land

claims.
—




‘Teriure bill is
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CABINET had asked
Parliament to speed,up
tenure security legisla-
tion*{o protect vulngra--
ble’ peop?e living on Jand
theydo not own, the land
affairs department said
at the weekend. .

_ The controversial Fx-
tensioh of Security of
Tenure Bill proposes
fast-track mechdnisms
to assist people in rural
aréas to acquire'long-
term security of tenure
through grants from ‘the
land' affairs,and housmg
departments

“The bill was currentl
with'the state legal.ad-
visers’ following its -ap-
proval by Cabinet last
week;. and ' would be
tabled “in. Parliament
once’it’ had been certi-
fied, the department
said. .

Land and Agnculture
Minister " Derek
Hanekom said at ‘the
weekend that the ap-
proval of the bill by Cab-
inet was a major step for-
ward in ending the hard-
ship, and'confhct caused

. by ifigecure tenure and

unfair’evictions in rural
areas’:“The bill is an at-
tempt to strike a fair bal-
ance;between the’ leg1t1—
mate’ rlghts ‘and ‘inter-
ests 6frural land owners
and m“secure occuplers

PO NP S



‘Feudal attitudes’ of wineland farmers are called into @ﬁmmaw

BUSINESS Day’s leader page ar-
ticle on SA's recent wine export
succesges (May 22) is good news. Paar] area
The country needs to incresse ex-

ports and we need foreign ex- feudal attitudes to their workers. di

change. Hopefully it will create Some in Simendium employ per-
jobs. It is important to note that manent workers for R50 a week,
mﬁoﬂ&o&&wﬂgﬂmﬂn&wgﬁ others in Groot Drakenstein em-

‘changing perception” about SA ploy casusl workers for RS0 a,

based on the “Mandela factor”, week, The accommodation, is aw-
Before we get carried away, ful and thero is no security of em-

however, we should also note the moﬁﬂmﬂ# Worst of &ll, they are

fickleness of externsl views of our  hitterly opposed to an ind,

wine industry as was shown when  dent housing nmq&ownﬁuh spon-

Michae! Fridiohn and John Plat- The Groot Drakenstein
ter, made critical remarks on the Landowners' Association, of
BBC shout conditions on wi which Anglo American Farms is
farmsin the Western Cape. the }argest component, has resist-
Marks & Spencer, Britain’a for one and a haif years all ef-
largeat chain store, reacted imme- forts to establish a rural village at
** diately by nm..—%mguubm whether it Meerlust-bosbou whick is 67ha of
should sell SA wines. Any similar  stony d uneuitable for vines,
. revelations about the conduct of but which lies in the heart of wine
our wine farmers will no doubt andfruitfarmsnearPaar],
baveasimilareffect—so they had The local working community,
better put their house in order. which consists of moatly farm
Iraise thesemattersbecanseof warkers, insists this land js most
experiences in Greater Paarl, convenient for a village. This has
W] the wine and fruit farmera  been endorsed by the town plan.
still think they ¢an get away with  ning consultants to the wi

ANC member of Parliament Ben Turok accuses wine farmers of misguidedly trying to prevent the establishment of a m,z&__mmm“wq e
by the -,

cerned (there are four) are agreed
in principle that this piece of state
land — nﬂﬂnﬂm_w leased to Safco
_...ﬁnmm-.mwﬂ% underused -— shouls
be allocatad for a rural village as
there is & huge housing shortage
in the area, Subsidies ot R15 000a
houschold are available.

‘The response of the landowners

and farmers has been that they do .

not want .wd..wmm:mnemn eamp” in this
beautiful ey, renswned for its
tourism and good wines.

Part cm»_mm ﬁﬁww.mbomqwﬁ
advertised for rezoning
council, but the landovmers and
pumeroysob-

tor-general will hold a mesting of
all parties and their numerous
lar totry toresolve theissue,
ased on past experience, one
is pesaimigtic abont the outeome.

* land gwners and farmers argued  feudal relations, “tied houses® and eagerly await plots in the pro-
for only 50 to 100 houses, whereas  the rest. Clearly our new consti- posed just village.
the town planners have proposed  tution and the policies of Land Af- If the landowners and faymers
500 as the minimum for a viable fairs and iculfure Minister continue to obstruct this village,
£ Derck support such  there will certainly be a land o
. The landowners and fermers views. cupation which no ane willbe sble &
insisted on inserting clauses that It is difficult to avoid the im-  to control. This will lead to all the
applieants for plots should net mwwmumcu that we are moving to 2 awfnl consequences that smch
have criminal records relating to dlock where and eventsusnallybring.
drugs, aleohol or dangerous wealthy wine and frui producers Our wine and fruit farmers
weapons, and that they should will use their lawyers to block the shonld enter the 20th century and
have been working in the area for establishment of a village. There the new SA. Neither nor SA

po2tlsl 73

At %.mﬂbﬂm all meetings pleborninthe areawho havealso ¢amping,  protected

whichIconvened, thelandowmners worked there all their lives, they Supreme Court since they were
and farmers were extremely dif- are entitled to plots where they moved there by the provincial gov-
fieult. There were several walk- cen build their own honses cutside ernment. The Mﬁﬂnﬁd them-
outs, and when forced to concede  of the control of farmers. In other  selves have not ed any far-

"
to the principle of & village the words, they want to bresk with ther increase of the camp but .

five years. The new residents

would also have to congtruct hous-

are numerous diversions under- i
way, including n scheme by Anglo  another land occupation, especial

es which were in keeping with the for alternative housing,” which Wou.bpwm middleof a wineroute. .Zm

surrounding environtuent, will, however, take 10 years to be ubt fareign journslists willhave

) Hﬁmggﬁﬁma%m nmb.u_pwn_mmm. od d n.mmmamw.wwﬂwﬂu.%u.umnwmgeﬁ.

ing Farum, resenting concerned are opposed o a  practicesin the industry. -
working SBEMMWQ. hasrespond- aquatter camp. There is already And I doubt whether Pregident,

ed with t indignation to these one in existence at Simondium Nelson Mandela will want tosave  Critici: itions on wine {; arks &

uwouamﬁm.nwwm insigts that, as peo- graveyard, where 50 people are Spencerto question whetheritshould sell SAwines.
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Why: a tearful mmcam..émm_._mm_ ponders her future _ Victimised: Sabina Venneal and her family stili do not know why their wall and garage have been demolished and trees and plants ripped out of their garden

W

. . )
. . [ @ \ -N hﬁ . P\h i : ]
At 3ifs 93 2)
JULIAN JACOBS than 20 years in the house and who have A huge pile of debris and uprooted trees  will do everything to stop their evietion,” He added that untitTegislation was
STAFF REPORTER been working on the farm for more than 55  had been pushed to the side. he said. passed sometime later this year the depart-
vears, were flabbergasted at the action “Everytime I look at the bulldozer ram- The family fear the farmer will evict ment’s hands were tied.

Sabina Venneal watched in horror as against them. ming and ploughing the grounds wheremy them from the land. The new bill gives protection to people
her neat little garden, garage and a Their telephone line was cut, their fur- garden wasI choke. I can’t stand it,” she “We have contacted the police but we who have lived on someone else’s land
wall were flattened by a bulldozer - niture which had been stored in the garage  said. have received no help in thisregard, the with the tacit or express consent of the
apparently on the orders of Delta farm  was drenched by rain and they did not The Venneals still do not know why owner is also nowhere to be found,” she owner or occupier of that land.
owner Michael Pickstone near Groot have water due to damage to the water their property was bulldozed. said. It will grant an occupier who has lived
Drakenstein in the Boland. pipes. “We have heard from our neighbours The Extension of Security of Tenure on the land for 20 years, and who is either

“As T heard the engine of the bulldozer [ Rubin Abrahams, one of the Venneals’  that Mr Pickstone wants to plant new trees  Bill was recently accepted by Cabinet and 55 years old or a disabled former employee
ran outside. My heart broke whenIsawa sons, said hisfather had been workingfora  in this area, but we are not sure,” she said. will soon become law. This Bill entrenches of the owner, a non-transferable right to
large bulldozer flatten my plants, allmy nursery on the farm since he was 11 vears Western Cape Community Organisa- the protection of basic human rights under remain on the land.
lemon, orange and apple trees,” Mrs Ven-  old. tion (Wecco) condemned the actions of the  the new constitution. It also proposes penalties for offenders
neal said, crying. The family had lived for free on Delta nursery farmer and threatened to rally “What he (the farmer} has done isille- who evict contrary to this law, And it will

“All I could do was pray to God to Farm until six years ago, when Michael people around the issue. gal, he contravened the cwrrent law and he  also make penalties for unlawful evictions
restrain me from saying things I didn't Pickstone became the new owner. They Michael Padana, president of Wecco, has broken the Labour Relations Act, thesame as the penalties for trespassing.
wantto say. - then started to pay rent. said the owner should be penalised for con-  because the worker has been working for “My father went to work today as he has

“It was terrible to see everything I cared All attempts to obtain comment from travening the law and that he (the owner) him for more than 55 years,” said Morris done for the past 55 years and he is very
and worked for destroyed under the blade  Mr Pickstone failed. should be educated regarding human Smithers of the Department of Land wupset. We thought this kind of behaviour
of the bulldozer. There was no warning, When Saturday Argus visited the home rights. Affairs. was a thing of the past. He is 66 years old

~they simply flattened everything.” of the Venneals the bulldozer was busy flat- - “We will fight for the family that has “He did not give them any warning, ver-  and still he has not received any pension,”
i \.. The Venneals, who have lived for more  tening the remains of the garage and trees.  been traumatised and violated againstand  bal or written.” Mr Abrahams said.
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Radio Khwezi

BBT

Kangala Community Radio
Bushbuckridge Community Radio
Radio Mafisa

Radio Maritzburg

Soshanguve Community Radio
Zibonele Radio

Winterveldt Community Radio
Radio Namaqualand

(c) R840 528,84.

(2) No. The campaign was a project of the Depart-
ment of Land Affairs, not the Ministry. The
contents of the advertisements were cleared by
officials of the Department.

{3) Yes. The campaign succeeded in its objective
of reaching and informing the public.
However, it was viewed by some role players
as an obstacle to further discussions. I
therefore decided to suspend the campaign to
ensure the continued and constructive
participation of all relevant role players,

(4) There are no immediate plans to resume Ne
campaign. This issue will be reconsidered at
later stage, once the bill has been enacted.

(a) and (b) Fall away.

Germiston magistrate’s court: charges against
certain personms

112. Mr W F MNISI asked the Minister for Safety
and Security:

Whether, with reference to certain particulars
which have been furnished to the South
African Police Service for the purpose of his
reply, (a) a charge of attempted car theft
brought against a certain person, (b) charges of
murder brought against two other persons,
and/or {(c) a charge of rape brodght against

another person, in the Germiston magistrate’s’

court, still stand; if not, why were the charges
dropped in each case? CI117E

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND
SECURITY:

(a) No. The case was withdrawn against the

- accused. The complainant and State witnesses

failed to attend the court case on 4 February
1997.

(b) Yes. According to the records, only the
second person’s name mentioned, appears on
the records. The date of trial for this person
is on 11 November 1997 in the Supreme
Court.

(c) No. The case was withdrawn against the
accused. The complainant was arrested as an
illegal immigrant and deported. Her where-
abouts are unknown.

Services rendered: amounts paid to firm

142. Mr E K MOORCROFT asked the Minister
for Agriculture and Land Affairs:

Whether any amounts were paid in 1996 to a
certain firm, the name of which has been
furnished to the Department of Agriculture
for the purpose of his reply, for services
rendered to that Department; if so, in each
case, (a) what was the nature of the services so
rendered, (b} which employee, partner and/or
consultant attached to the said firm was
retained for this purpose, (c) over what period
were the services rendered and (d) what
amount was paid to the firm? CI55E

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:

All payment information, which is available to the
National Department of Agricufture, was scrutinized
for the identification of payments made to the firm.
No payment to Cheadle Thompson & Haysom was
identified.

SAPS: amounts _.mmm to informants

145. Mr J SELFE asked the Minister for Safety and
Security: *

(a) What amount was allecated in the South
African Police Service’s budget vote for the 1995-
96 financial year for rewards for persons coming
forward with information, (b) what portion of
this allocation was spent in that financial year
and (¢) how many convictions have been
obtained on the basis of information for which
these rewards were paid out?

Ci158E
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The MINISTER
SECURITY:

FOR SAFETY AND

(a) R39 000 000,00
(b) R43 464 171,00

(c) The statistics as requested are not kept by the
South African Police Service. It is not
possible for the SAPS to determine how many
convictions have been obtained on the basis
of information given by informers. The reason
being that convictions are not always a
direct result of the information given.

Police band/museum: amount spent

146. Mr J SELFE asked the Minister for Safety and
Security:

(1) What amount was spent on (a) the police
band and (b) police museums in each year
during the latest specified period of three
years for which information is available;

(2) whether any proposals to reduce expendi-
ture in respect of the said band andfor
museums have been considered; if not,

what is the position in this regard; if so,
what are the Relevant details in each case?
C159E

The MINISTER FOR SAFETY AND
SECURITY:

(1) (a) 1994/1995 Financial year - R16 579 000,00
1995/1996 Financial year -  R26 130 000,00
1996/1997 Financial year -  R19 214 000,00

(b) 1994/1995 Financial year - R 9827 000,00
1995/1996 Financial year - R 8211 000,00
19961997 Financial year -~ R 6 979 000,00

{2) Yes. Due to the rationalisation process initiated
in 1996, the establishment of the South African
Police Service Bands was reduced from 502
members to 195 members. At present the
actual strength of the SAPS Band is 110
members, due to resignations, transfers and
severance packages.

An investigation into the rationalisation
and/or reorganisation of the police museums is
underway. An in-principle decision has been
taken to close the Museum in Gold Reef City
which was extensively damaged during 1996.
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Bloemfontein — Farms employed
between 30% and 40% fewer workers
than was the case three to four years
ago, and more productive management
styles were gaining ground, the
Agricultural Manpower Forum said in
a statement yesterday.

The forum represents lahour advisers
in six previnces.

Tt said surveys showed employers in the
agricultural sector had engaged fewer
workers since certain labour legislation
came into effect.

Tt appeared that some legislation posed
a threat and negatively influenced the good
relations that had existed for years, the

frmsaid. (1) ARls 7o 197

Farm employment figures fa
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% as farmers rationalise

‘The legislation had a further impact on
the farming sector in that farmers and
agricultural employers were following
more selective employment procedures.

Forum member Braam Cilliers of Both-
aville said houses on farms were empty
and that more systematic planning was
being done in terms of all labour.

Forum chairman Pieter Moller said
there was increasing unemployment in
agriculfure. South African farmers were
following their overseas’ peers by using
more sophisticated labour. In many cases
this meant the use of fewer people, with
greater use of trained emplovees. Many |
farmers were investigating mechanisation
of their activities.— Sapa
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Most farmworkers live
below subsistence level

FrRANK NXUMALO

Johannesburg — The vast maj-
ority of South Africa’s 1 to
1,5 million farmworkers live far
below the minimum living level
(MLL), Stephen Greenberg, a
researcher at the Farmworkers
Research and Resources Project
(FRRP), said yesterday.

Research carried out on farms
in the Free State, Gauteng, North
West and Northern Province
shows that about 53 percent of all
male farmworkers surveyed
earned below R398 a month in
cash and kind last year.

This is well below the MLL of
R970 a month a household (two

income earners), as determined’

by the Labour Market Commis-
sion (LMC) last year.

Greenburg said the situation
:for female farmworkers was even
worse. In all sectors except

et 136197

pouliry, houg ﬁ)r;amunerahons

were much lower than the MLL.

., On average, farmworkers

laboured 55-60 hours a week, but
what exacerbated the situation
was that “there is mo real
monitoring and regulation of
these hours”, he said.

Greenburg said illegal child
1abour was rampant on the farms
with children below the age of 16
labouring 40 to 49 hours a week.

“The average wage for male
children was R192 a month and
R170 for female children,” he said.

Farm management was also
using housing on the farms as a
form of social control, he said.

However, Greenburg pointed
out that the industry as a whole
was declining and was bound to
shed workers as 18 000 commer-
cial farmers, or 30 percent of the
total, owed financial institutions
about R20 billion.




WORKERS on a Boland wine
)| estate, some of whom were

| born there, are being given
land worth millions of rands,
i| by a grateful owner. ROGER

" FRIEDMAN reports.

NOR building Nelson’s Creek
into the reigning champion
y Boland wine estate, 14 labour-
er families are being rewarded

aw. with a prime 10-hectare piece
of the farm.

Owner of the estate Mr Alan Nel-

son, a Senior Counsel at the Cape Bar,
told the Cape Times yesterday that he
was giving the land to his “fantastic”
. employees on condition that they use
. 1t for agricultural purposes, Some of
the workers were born on the land.
. Thefarm — on rolling hills off the
R44 between Paazl and Wellington
became the first wine estate to be reg-
- istered in the new South Africa, just
after the historic 1994 elections.

Although Nelsen said he did not
wish to prescribe to his workers what
J=they planted on the land, he hinted
that it could be to their financial
-advantage to plant vines. The full,
J|<intricate deal and arrangements will
" only be unveiled at the official launch

" Apart from Nelson and the woik-
» ers, other role players in the project
J|. include community facilitators and
the Department of Land Affairs,
_ which will be helping the workers to
..develop the land through Land
| Acquisition/Settlement Grants of
" R15 000 per household.
» Itis estimated that if the workers
' proceed wisely, they should be able to
. virtually double their present income
within about three years. They are
apparently considering registering
- themselves as Klein Begin Boerdery.
Nelson said it made good eco-
ntomic sense to donate the land. He
* would not be able to develop it in the
foreseeable future, and the workers

~

1

if#:0f the project on the farmdtoday,. «ncn=

TS YOURS: The owner of Neison

were getting government grants to
do so.

The Cape Times did not have the
opportunity to speak to any of the
workers when we visited the estate
yesterday. When we arrived Nelson
was nowhere to be found, and the
workers were spending their public
holiday beginning to clear their land

5 Creek wine estate, o}

of old vines. By the time we found
Nelson it was after lunch and the
workers had disappeared to a football
match.

As it was Youth Day, perhaps it
was more appropriate that we met
their children instead, with newly
secured futures.

Nelson said the workers would

- =1

dren moﬂomm._msa he is giving their parénts as reward for the estate’s achieving Bola

t

continue to work his Iand, and tend
their own in their spare time. The
price of developed 10-hectare farms
in the Boland runs into millions of
rands. .

The farm was calied Wittenberg
when Nelson bought it nine years
ago. A river runs through it, hence the
name. It is 142 hectares, 44ha of

which are under vines.

When he and his family moved
onto the land, he promised the work-
ers that if they succeeded in building
a champion estate they would be
richly rewarded, Nelson said.

Last year the estate’s Chardonnay
was voted top wine, and Nelson’s
Creek the top estate in the Boland.

3 T N M? -
nd champion status.
PICTURE: BENNY GOOL

Travelling around the estate yes-
terday Nelson was clearly proud of his
workers’ achievements, pointing out
the orderliness of the rows of vines.

He said he ran his legal practice in
Cape Town and they ran the farm, in
the past few years, with the assistance
of the winemaker. “They must really
get the credit,” he said.

g
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Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — In a concession to or-
ganised agriculture, Land Affairs Min-
ister Derek Hanekom has softened key
clauses in a controversial bill which
aims to give tenure security to hun-
dreds of thousands of farm workers.

The Extension of Security of Tenure
Bill, tabled in Parliament yesterday,
will now allow evictions without alter-
native accommodation being available
under certain circumstances. The Bill
was tabled after months of negotiation
between agricultural unions, the de-
partment, the National Land Commit-
tee and other lobby groups.

The Prevention of Illegal Squatting
Act, which was to have been repealed
by thebill, will remain. However, it has
been referred to the housing ministry
so that alternative legislation can be
formulated to replaceit.

The original land tenure bill, pub-
lished in February, specified that farm
workers who lost their jobs through no
fault of their own could not be evicted
unless alternative accommodation was
available. The revised legislation al-
lows exceptions tothis rule,

Agricultural unions said only land

owners’ duties were
specified in the origi-
nal. Workers’ duties to
employers are now
more precisely defined.

The heart of the leg-
islation, which re-
quires a judicial proce-
dure and a court order
before a farm worker
may be evicted, re-
mains in place, but on-
ly if the employment of
the worker has been
legally terminated.

The major depar-
ture from the original

- sty
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Hanekom e
on farm evictions
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or her replacement.

The hill also pro-
vides that a court may
evict someone living
in the same dwelling
as a worker who has
been evicted in terms
of the legislation.

The courts will
still have to apply a
test of “comparative
hardship”, scrutinis-
ing the situations of
both the owner and
the worker and the ef-
forts they have both
made to secure alter-

bill is & provision that if native accommoda-
a worker has not found tion. The effect is to
alternative accommeo- place an onus on both
datton within  six to find alternative ac-
months of the termina- HANEKOM commeodation, while
tion of the right to res- the original draft
idence, he or she may be evicted. This  placed the onus on owners.

applies if the right of residence was
solely as a result of employment; if the
owner provided the accommodation;
and if the efficiency of the farming op-
eration “will be seriously E‘ejudiced” if
the dwelling occupied by the dismissed
worker was not made available to his

Sources in the National Land Com-
mittee, which has fought for giving
farm workers rights to the land on
which they reside, expressed concern
at the softening of the alternative ac-
commodation clauses. It is to hold a
news briefing tomorrow.




FREE AT LAST: Brothers Jan and Piet Scheepers were bom nore than
champion last year, they now own a portion of the land. The ultimate b

ROGER FRIEDMAN

NOT only have the labourers of
Nelson’s Creek Wine Estate been
glven a portion of land by grateful
owner Mr Alan Nelson, they are
also about to become shareholders
in KWV and the local co-operative,
Windmeul.

Yesterday Nelson announced
that he was donating a portion of
his estate’s water rights and, if per-
missible, half of the estate’s shares
in KWV, together with a portion of
its Windmeul shares, to the 14
labourer families.

He said the KWV shares would

ensure they enjoyed access to a
variety of technical benefits, facili-
ties and expertise.

And should the labourers
decide to plant the land with vine-
yards of noble cultivars, they
would be allowed to use the estate’s
implements free,

Windmeul! shares would give
them the option of having their
crop bottled on the estate, under a
separate label, or selling it else-
where, Nelson said.

The labourers are being given
8,9 hectares of agricultural land.
An additional hectare has been set
aside for direct access from the

40 years ago on Nelson's Creek wine farm. As a reward from the owner fo
eneficiaries would be their children, they said.

Wineland to be shared by tho

adjoining R44 freeway between
Wellingten and Paarl.

Nelson is grateful to his labour-
ers because the estate was crowned
champion wine estate and private
wine producer of the Boland for
1996. When he bought the “dilapi-
dated” farm nine years ago, he put
an end to the dop system and
promised those labourers who
chose to stay they would be richly
rewarded if they worked hard.

He insists that apart from
expressing his gratitude, the dona-

“tion of the land makes absolute

€COTONMC sense.
It will cost about R60 000 a

which is money he does not have,
Each labourer, on the other hand,
qualifies for a R15 000 government
grant under the Land Reform
Programime.

Should the labourers plant their
land with noble cultivars, each
family could earn an additional
R30 000 a year within four years,
Nelson has calculated.

“Not only does it make sound
economic sense ... but I truly
believe that i we want to survive as
farmers in the new South Africa,
we will have to'learn to share our
land with those who have hitherto

1. >

se who
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hectare to develdp maximally,

r helping build the estate into the Bolarid
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work it
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‘

een dented access to it,” he said.

A trustee of the Paarl Valley
Children’s Fund, Mr Victor Titus,
has been appointed by the labourer
community as project facilitator.
He will be paid a salary by the
Department of Land Affairs.

Titus said agticultural experts
were being consulted about the best
use for the land. Should the families
decide they needed the extra
income immediately, they could
plant berries or vegetables. Other
options were olives and vines, Their
skills in the wine industry could tilt
the balance that way. n
@ SeePage 8
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"Action threat

EN land bill
=
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Committee representing
landless communities
‘threatened mass action
“yesterday following gov-
‘ernment’s softnemng of
Key clauses of a bill in-
tended to give farm
workers security of
tenure.
 The committee gaid
‘fémmunities around the
country would carry out
a’ “range of activities to
‘force government, to take
their concerns serious-
ly”. Farm workers' con-
ventions would be held
in the next two months,
government offices
would be occupied and
grotest marches would
cheld.

“We will never break
the legacy left us by
apartheid if we do not
ensure that people living
‘on white-owned farms
gre given secur
rights.”

~The committee called
‘on Land and Agriculture
Minister Derek Hane-
“kom to broaden the scope
of the bill, saying he was
“gkirting the issue” and
‘failing to deal with the
ey issue of evictions.
© “Committee director
“Brendon Pearce said the
bill fell short of farm
workers' expectations.

With the exception of
the Transvaal Agricul-
tural Union, farmers’
unions refused to com-
ment on the bill yester-
day, saying they would
respond after consulta-
tions. Transvaal Agricul-
tural Union spokesman
Willie de Bruyn said the
revised bill was “more
balanced”.
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JOSEPH ARANES -
STAFF RepoRTeR

‘Several non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) involved in
the land and farming sectors have
strogtgly criticised the
Government for not doing enough
to protect the rights of farm-
dwellers

They were responding to the Land
Affalrs ministry’s new Extension of
Secur1ty of Tenure Bill, which was
tabled in Parliament recen‘dy

’I‘he NGOs say the bill will not
addriess concerns about security of
tenure for the ma;orlty of farmwork-
ers

. A{ a joint press conference yester-
’ daY”the National Land Commitiee
and’ the Farm Dweller Tenure Coali-
tlon g body representing at least eight
NGQg in the field, said they supported
M1n1§ter Derek Hanekom'’s efforts to
ach1eve security of tenure and a better
life i:or farm-dwellers, but that the bill
" in itg present form was a far cry from
what their constituents had hoped for.

Coalition spokesman Marius
Fransman said the bill was doingliitle
more than entrenching rlghts already

N E
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available to farmworkers and would

only prevent the eviction of those who

had worked on a farm for more than 20
years and who were older than 60 or
disabled.

“Since the bill was published in
February, we have been monitoring
the situation and to date almost 150
families have been evicted by farmers
who are trying to beat the system,
even though the bill, when passed, will
beenacted retrospectively to that date.

“The current bill does not provide
women and children with ahy form of
protection, does not break exploitative
arrangements which tie housing to
employment, and does not clearly
address farmers’ power to evict people
from farms.”

Mr Fransman said trends during
the past months showed evictions had
increased, affecting mainly those who
had lived on the farms for long peri-
ods. Areas in the Boland, Brandwacht,
Uniondale, Malmesbury and Citrus-
dal were particularly problematic.

The coalition plans to hold a series
of workshops, culafingling in a

. regional convention where a submis-

sion will be drafted for presentation to
Parliament.
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The vexed issue of farm dwellers’ rights
has come under the spotlight as the
Extension of Security of Tenure Bill comes
up for discussion in Parliament again.
Joseph Aranes reports

The Government has come under fire for
failing to protect the rights of farm
dwellers as more and more farmers are
evicting farmworkers and their families,
in spite of the publication of the Extension
of Security of Tenure Bill.

Several Non-Governmental Organisa-
tions (NGOs) involved in the land and
farming sectors said the bill, which was
tabled in Parliament recently, would not
address concerns about security of tenure
for the majority of farmworkers.

Last month, Sabina Venneal watched in
horror as her neat little garden, garage and
house were flattened by a bulldozer -
allegedly on the orders of Delta farm owner
Michael Pickstone - near Groot Draken-
stein in the Boland.

-“Tt was terrible to see everything I cared
and worked for destroyed under the blade
of the bulldozer - there was no warning,
they simply flattened everything,

“All I could do was pray to God to
restrain me from saying things I didn’t
want to say,” said Mrs Venneal,

The Venneal family, who had lived for
almost 20 years in the house and had been
working on the farm for more than
56 years, were flabbergasted at the action
taken against them.

But it is not only commercial farmers
who are evicting farmworkers. At the
beginning of the month, Cornelits Groot-
boom was evicted from his house, owned
by mining house giant Anglo American.

Mr Grootboom, 57, had tended pigs on
the farm for the past 14 years and devel-
oped callouses on his feet from working
with the pig and cattle excrement. When he
told the farm manager he could no longer
do his job, he was told to vacate the house.

The Groothoom and Venneal stories are
not unique, Hundreds of people like them,
who have lived and worked on farms for
most of their lives, have been evicted since
the Extension of Security of Tenure Bill
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Bewildered: Sabina Ventieal:and her family ih-dtye,midst of what was once theirhome:  * 1

was published in February.

The bill was tabled in Parliament last
week and according to Land Affairs Direc-
tor-Geheral Geoff Budlender, it represent-
ed a better balance of the rights and inter-
ests of occupants and owners of land.

The bill gives effect to clause 25(6) of the
Constitution. This clause states that a per-
son or comimunity whose tenure of land is
legally insecure as a result of racially dis-
criminatery laws or practices of the past, is

-entitled to either tenure which is legally
" secure or to comparable redress.

The bill aims to prevent unfair evictions
and give greater security of tenure to vul-
nerable farmworkers, and sets out criteria
and procedures for evictions. Basic rights
and obligations of occupiers and owners of
land in the rural areas are spelt out, and
other fundamental human rights con-
tained in the Constitution are specifically
mentioned to contextualise the relation-
ship between parties.

In a memorandum to the bill, “fast-
track” eviction mechanisims and criteria
are established to help people acquire long-
term security of tenure, either on the land
they are living on, or on other land.

If accepted by Parliament, the bill will

v

be enforced retrospectively from
February 4, the date the draft was pub-
lished in the Government Gazette.

The bill applies to all land except land in
a designated or established township, or
land surrounded by such a township.

But the farmer or person in charge of
land may terminate the right of occupation
on various grounds, which largely reflect
the law as it stands at the moment, includ-
ing valid termination of employment in
terms of the Labour Relations Act.

.The courts are given broad jurisdiction
o grant eviction orders, but have to take

Jinto account factors such as the period the

worker has been on the land, the conduct
which gave rise to the termination of
employment, and the interests of the par-
ties involved.

But several NGOs, while supporting the
Land Affairs minister’s efforts towards
achieving security of tenure and a better
life for farmworkers, have expressed their
concern that the bill has too many short-
comings.

The Farm Dweller Tenure Coalition,
(FDTC) - afront for eight other organisa-
tions - believes the bill will not protect the
farm dweller population adequately from

thé cruelty of eviction. Coalition co-ordina-
tor Marius Fransman said: the FDTC
believed the bill would entrench the notion
of legal evictions, as much of the power
was vested in the hands of local magis-
trates who had to issue eviction orders
before people could be evicted. '

He said the bill was doing little more
than entrenching rights already availahle
to farmworkers and would only prevent
the eviction of those who had worked on a
farm for more than 20 years and who were
older than 60 or disabled. ,

The FDTC has been monitoring the
eviction trends in the province in an
attempt to establish reasons for the evic-
tions, and to provide a legal support system
for the farmworkers, who generally cannot
compete against the resources, knowledge
and influence of the farmers concerned.

Farm labourers have expressed, in
FDTC workshops, the view that the were
marginalised under coloniali‘s‘g;"ahd
apartheid, and if this bill became law, their
marginalisation would continue under the
new Government,

The clear message the farm dwellers
were sending to the policy makers was:
“We cannot feel safe until we have secure
rights {o land, and it is the Government’s
responsibility to provide laws which give
us this protection.”

The National Land Committee says the
bilt does not give occupiers a positive right
to security of tenure, as tenure remains
tied to employment. Committee spokesper-
son Jenny Sampson said the bill, in defin-
ing the tenure rights to be addressed, mere-
ly restated the status quo. “It does establish
a usufruct right for particular categories of
people who are aged, but this category is
likely to be very limited. Besides this provi-
sion, it does not establish any right of
tenure beyond that which already exists.

“The bill does not see the need to break
situations of ‘tied housing’ for which agri-
culture is notoricus, and it does not pro-
vide women and children on farms with
independent rights as occupiers.”

Ms Sampson said too much power was
being sitnated in the local courts and there
was ho space for rural communities to
mobilise themselves in defence of their
positive rights.




Stability of tenure on farms can erase the fear of

FEW South Africans, if they were
really honest, would be able to de-
ny that for generations local farm-
ers survived on the basis of state
support and a feudal system of
labour which had as a %H.E_mq re-
sult the entrapment of black peo-
ple. As with all generalisations,
there will be exceptions. But most
white South Africans who ever
visited a farm will be familiar with
the dismal collection of shacks
some distance from the farm-

- house; with the queues of workers,
from the very elderly to the very
young, at the farmhousée door
waiting for food rations,

What they perhaps were not fa-
miliar with was the way in which
farmworkers were paid: mostly in
kind, thus ensuring that they
would never develop resources fo
improve their lives. There was al-

. 8o very little of that other vital el-
ement for development — educa-
tion — except on the most liberal
of farms. Children born to farm-
workers simply grew up to work
on the farm; that was the natural
way of things. They would also not
be familiar with .cases where

farmworkers were told to pack up
and leave when they had outlived

The controversial Extension
Political correspondent Wyn

their usefulness.

Having said that, however, it
must also be acknowledged that
farms have been a safe haven for
many thousands of elderly work-
ers who have effectively retired
and, to an_extent at least, have
been looked after by the farmer. It
hastobe acknowledged that many
farmers provided good quality
housing' and schooling for those
who lived on the farm. The record
books will also show many farm-
ers doing battle with the apart-
heid state to establish and main.-
tain farm schools.

Hardline campaigners ingist
that farmworkers and other rural
workers who live on the land of
their employer should be given
fuli title to the land on which they
and their families have lived. Ru.
ral landowners claim in contrast
that a law protecting farmworkers
from unfair eviction is unneces.
sary, They claim that until the
ANC-led government began-taik-
ing about laws to protect the ge-
curity of tenure of farmworkers

there were very few evictions. The
rate of evictions, some in organ-
ised agriculture, say, increased
only when Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hanekom began talking
about legislating security of
tenure. Farmers, afraid of losing
large chunks of their land, then
evicted surplus people.

It was between these two ex-
tremes that Hanekom and his di-
rector-general Geoff Budlender
had to fry and find a balance.

Unlike with eaxlier legislation
securing the tenure of farm lahour
tenants, when a draft law was
simply published, this time the
fand ~ affairs department an-
nounced its intention to legislate
and called on interested parties —
particularly organised agriculture
and the National Land Committee
(NLC)—to make submissions,

A number of consultations

‘'were held, resulting in the publi-

cation of a draft bill. Further con-
sultations and some key conces-
sionsresulted in a second draft go-
ing to Parliament recently.

of Security of Tenure Bij| seeks to prevent unfair evi
dham Hartley looks at the implications

own. Then,

Initially it was envisaged that
farmworkers could not be evicted
if they had done nothing wrong —
the so-called “no fanlt” situation
—unless alternative accommoda-
ticn was available, All evictions
would have to be a result of a court
order, If a worker wag guilty of a
breach of confract, or theft or
something similar, different con-
ditions would apply.

Organised agriculture raised a
storm. They had visions of farm-
workers refusing to work and be-
ing able to occupy the farmer's
land in perpetuity so long as they
did nothing wrong and rejected all
alternative accommodation as un-
satisfactory. This is where the
main concession in the new draft
comes in. An onus is on the farm-
worker to look for alternative ge-
commodation for six months even
if termination of his employment
was through no fault of his or her
if the farmer can
demonstrate that the continued

(4)

tage the courts may authorise g
no-fault eviction.

In reality, no-fault evietions
will still be extremely difficult to
achieve and land affairs officials
do not share the fears of the NLC
that it will expose long-term work.
ers to unfair evictions,

The legislation still makes it al-
most impossible to eviet farm-
workers older than 60 years of age
or those who have lived on a farm
for more than 20 years. They may
not be evicted unless guilty of
something really bad such as de-
struction of property, theft or as-
sault. Given that people in these
categories will probably have de-
voted their entire lives to working
on the farm it seems right they
should be allowed to see out their
days there,

The Extension of Security of
Tenure Bill seeks to tie the halting
of evictions from rural land to the
development of secure housing for
rural people through the state

Hmmmmm.gm of the worker on the subsidieson offer.
farm is to his serious disadvan- The NLC complains that farm-
Pp.
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The .ﬁgur‘es'

:Ftrank Nxumalo’s report on the
conditions of farmworkers on
South African farms (Business Re-
port, June 13) drew a response in
Landbouweekblad from Jack Raath,
the executive director of the South
African Agricultural Unicn. I am
now responding to Mr Raath’s com-
ments on the research conducted by
myself and the Farmworkers’ Re-
search & Resource Project (FRRP).

Basic analysis of the 1983 Agri-
cultural Census reveals that wages
were still well below the R600 per
month Mr Raath claims farmwork-
ers are receiving in some areas. In
1993, black permanent farmwork-
ers received an average of R330 per
month in cash and kind, including
a cash value for food and rations,
free housing and free land use. If
casual/seasonal workers are in-
cluded, the average monthly wage
declines, since these workers do
not work every month.

Mr Raath says farmworkers in
the central areas of the country
earn above the amounts stated by
FRRE In fact, black permanent
farmworkers in the Free State and
the North West earn amongst the
lowest wages of all farmworkers in
the country: an average of only
R279 in the Free State and R310 in
the North West per month, in both
cash and kind, in 1993. It does
appear that permanent workers
received wages well above inflation be-
tween 1992 and 1993, but to suggest

agatpat il o
o L

wages have increased by over 100 per-
cent between then and now does not
accord with the results of surveys
conducted since then. N

Mr Raath argues that farm-
workers receive cheap or free hous-
ing from farmers. But they do not

have any independent ownership. )

So-called “free” housing, therefore,
comes at the cost of social inde-
pendence, tying workers to the em-
ployer who can decide arbitrarily
whether or not they have a shelter.

Mr Raath is the executive direc-
tor of the South African Agricul-
tural Union (SAATU), which encour-
ages members to obey labour
legislation and to outlaw child

labour on their farms. If the SAAU

is serious about working with the
law, it should facilitate the investi-
gation of child labour on farms
and should support the right to ac-
cess to workplaces by trade unions
and the right to freedom of associ-
ation, in line with labour legisla-
tion and the Constitution.

Mr Raath criticises FRRP for
suggesting that up o 30 percent of
commercial farmers are close to
bankruptcy. The debt figures, how-
ever, are based on figures from the
SAAU itself, which found in a 1984
study that at least 11 percent of
farmers were in immediate danger
of insolvency and that over 22 per-
cent were at a critical level — the
point beyond which it becomes
effectively impossible to farm

prove fr%“;gﬁlzfﬁrs C]leg)ht :

without a progreésive increase in
debt. s

The situation has deteriorated
substantially since 1984. Agricul-
ture is really in a crisis. After the
disastrous year of 1992, the total
value of capital assets in agricul-
ture dropped in actual terms for
the first time ever. The question of
debt is not only about the ability to
maintain existing levels of debt
but also the possibility of further
borrowing if required.

This is particularly important
in the agricultural sector, where
unknowns like weather determine
the need for short-term debt at
least. The 1993 Agricultural Cen-
sus indicates that average debt per
farm unit is higher than average
income per farm unit in the Free
State, Eastern Cape, Northern
Cape and North West.

Finally, Mr Raath uses the
threat of mechanisation against
farmworkers standing up for their
basic rights. Overcapitalisation in
agriculture is already one of the
causes for the decline in profitabil-
ity. Stabilising the living and work-
ing conditions of workers, rather
than seeing them as a threat,
would be preferable for all stake-
holders and for the country as a
whole.

11 Stephen Greenberg is associated
with the Farmworkers’ Research
and Resource Project

You can write, phone fax or e-mail a letter

to: The Editor, Business Report, PO Box 1014, Johannesburg 2000

Phone: (011)633-2996 Fax: (011) 838-2693 e-mail: busrep.editor@independent.co.zo
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FOREIGN COMMENT

ritain’s favourite entrepreneur

pledged earlier this week to put
the weight of his financial empire
behind the government’s drive to
end tobacco sponsorship of sport.

Richard Branson, chairman of
Virgin, said it was time to take on
the tobacco barons and call the biuff

summit, said Virgin would sponsor
Indy motor racing in Britain as a
substitute for the Grand Prix, if
that were moved to another country.

Indy motor racing, which origi-
nated in the US, involves racing
round a banked oval track and is
cheaper to put on than Formula

X PP G-

Branson’s remarks caught the
mood of the meeting, attended by
five ministers from three govern-
ment departments and bolstered by
assorted celebrities, who had come
to hear anti-smoking experts from
around the world before framing
new proposals for legistation.
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dblocks on path to new SA

Farmers block efforis of workers

SOME OF THE PRIVILEGED IN SOUTH
AFRICA HAVE FAILED TO LEARN THE
LESSONS OF THE TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION COMMISSION
HEARINGS, WRITES BEN TUROK, AN
ANC MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

One of the most striking impressions to
emerge from the Truth Commission hear-
ings is that despite the previous govern-
ment resorting to a great variety of strata-
gems to stem the tide of opposition, it
became increasingly difficult to doso.

This was basically because of the
rolling tide of pressure from the oppressed
which no amount of manoeuvring could
stem.

One would think that the lesson had
been learned. Apartheid, its institutions
and its deliberate blocking of the advance
of the disadvantaged cannot continue, and
the democratic gains of the new order
make that possibility ever more remote.

Yet privilege continues to try to en-
trench itself, resisting the need for change.
My experience with the farmers and land-
owrers in Groot Drakenstein demon-
strates this strongly.

Modest requirements by the workers
and community, which reflect their desire
for a better life, have been resisted with
astonishing energy by the very farmers
and landowners who feed on their labour.

The story begins with a small group of
about 50 local people who decided to squat
at the roadside in Simondium. The respon-
sible ANC Provincial MEC decided this
was undesirable and moved them tem-
porarily to another site in a nearby grave-
vard which was also undesirable but at
least not a traffic hazard.

Local farmers were up in arms and
there were numerous incidents. The farm-
ers alleged the squatters were dealing in
liquor and drugs, encouraging theft, and
adversely affecting the adjagent school.

They lodged an appeal with the High
Court but lost. The court ruled that the
squatters actually were the responsibility
of the provincial government which had to
provide alternative sites. This it was
unable or unwilling to do and the squat-
ters remain in place.

In the course of these events, the farm-
ers established a Simondium Action Corh-
mittee which threatened a range of unilat-
eral measures to get rid of the squatters.
When [ was invited to assist, as the local
MP, I proposed that the only viable solu-
tion was to address housing needs.

I then convened a series of all-party
meetings attended by the whole range of
interested parties including the Landown-

ers Association, the local authority and a

gamut of consultants and advisers. We’

even had the presence of the director-gen-
eral of land affairs and the provincial MEC
for planning.

. The Winelands District Council ap-
pointed a firm of town planners to exam-
ine possible sites for a village or villages
and produced a graded set of six potential
sites, with the preferred site being Meer-
lust-Boshou. This site is 67ha of poor soil
and rocky land owned by the State, but
leased to the forestry parastatal, Safcol.
This site had been identified in 1993 by a

:ﬁﬂff /b

Thomy problern: white South Africans cannot hold on to apariheid privilege, writes Ben Turok

firm of consulting engineers as being High-
ly suitable for housing since most of the
required infrastructure and social ameni-
ties were close at hand.

The community, in the form of the Groot
Drakenstein and Simondium Housing
Forum, unequivocally plumped for Meer-
lust Bosbou as the first prize while agreeing
that other sites were not ruled out.

England’s peasantry against “tied hous-
ing” comes to mind immediately.

Since the tide was running strongly in
favour of Meeriust Bosbou, the farmers

- and landowners started mobilising. There

were behind-the-scenes contacts with the
district council, with officials from land
affairs, with provineial politicians, con-
sultants and others. A coalition seemed to

The farmers and ‘be shaping up of
landowners adopted T white owners ang
astrategy of stalling.  « g officials who seeme
The Housing Forum A land OC'Cllp ation lS.the to know every ove
gad tcoclllducted a  least desirable solution ass0on s anything

oor-to-door survey . . s appened.

ofallthiefamsinthe  Since i Will behard 10 hedistrictoun
e omencontrol and local people <t s
applicants for hous- MAY be ]omed by outsiders’ party meetings, in
ing, The forms were the form of a steering
guite substantial, committee under an

containitig adequate information, but the
farmers and landowners rejected them
and insisted on a wholly new survey con-
ducted by a sociologist.

Their motive was quite apparent. They
wanted to identify the old and disabled

people in the area so that the proposed vil-

lage would be of those no longer fii for
work. This was far from the views of the
community, who insisted that many farm
workers did not want to be tied to employ-
er housing and simply wanted a plot of
their own in an ordinary rural village.

The comparison with the struggle of

“independent” chairman who happened
to be a former member of the National
Party.

The landowners then complaified that
the all-party meetings were “politicised”
and left them, and the focus of negotia-
tions swung to the steering committee
where the farmers and landowners were
dominant.

But their efforts to control the process
ran into difficulties. First, the Housing
Forum withdrew from the steering com-
mittee leaving all the white interests
exposed. Without the participation of the

to ﬁpc%own homes
7l

(%)

beneficiaries, their planning had no credi-
bility, which the district council was
forced to acknowledge.

Another problem for the farmers was
that the minister of land affairs and his
director-general clearly favoured the cre-
ation of a village and appointed an official
to operate in Cape Town to help the pro-
cess. Support of a kind also came from the
ministers of forestry, public works and
public enterprises. Even the chairman of
Safcol declared a willingness to leave
Meerlust Boshou on condition of adequate
compensation. This principle of compen-
sation was accepied by all.

And so there was a line-up of the farm-
ers and landowners on one side, witha

certain degree of support from various
officials, consultants and so forth, and the
community on the other side, supported
by the MPs, by ministers, with the provin-
cial ANC also backing the position.

Three sites have now been advertised
for rezoning and a vast number of objec-
tions have been received from landown-
ers. They complain that land values will
fail and that tourism will suffer, but obvi-
ously they simply do not want coloured
farmworkers to live in their own village
amidst the splendour of their rich fruit
farms.

They have even had the cheek o say
that if a village ultimately does emerge
applicants must be vetted to ensure that
they exclude people with a criminal
record for drugs, alcohol or similar con-
victions. Feudal farmers in Europe
imposed similar restrictions.

And so the resistance to change by
white South Africa is once again being
brought into the open. If we do not find a
reasonable solution to housing needs in
the area, farmers will have an unreason-
able solution imposed on them.

Time and again, the community have
threatened a land occupation and there is

no reason to doubt their determination. A |

land occupation is the least desirable solu-
tion since it will be hard to control, local

people may be joined by outsiders, and the .

chance of a decently planned village will
belost.

But such is the stubbornness of white
South Africa that they prefer running to
their lawyers and threatening court
action to giving way to popular needs.

Ag the battle nears its end, yet another
ploy hasbeen tried. Some large landowners

have started negotiating for housing

estates on their farms. But at this stage,
they can only promise housing in 10 years,
which is no help with present problems.

Why cannot these farmers and land-
owners accept that coloured farmworkers
have the right to live on their own plots in
their own houses with their families, as
they choose?

Finally, the cost. Numerous officials,
consultants and others have spent many
Saturdays in meetings over a year and a
half, written reams of letters and docu-
ments, made thousands of phone calls and
faxes, held dozens of meetings. The cost to
the country must be huge. And yet not &
house has been built. Has it all been delib-
erate obstruction of the will of the people?
Or is it another manifestation of systemat-
i¢inertia?

We badly need an answer.
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New plans for farm schools

will strip f%?%%{

LouiseCook .
GOVERNMENTs plans “for farm
schools would strip ers of all con-
trol over schools on their properties

and would lead to the end of sponsor- °
sbéifgi'%lungm' g the schools into finan-
ci

culties, farmers’ organisations
. .. ifications which each farmer would

said yesterday. . ‘

. National Maize Producers’ Organi-
gation (Nampo) GM Giel van Zyl said
Nampo had generated hundreds of
thousands of rands in sponsorship
money for 11:'rojec1;s; at the organisa-
tion’s schaol which serves between 40

and 50 farms in the Free State. o

. "“Government’s plan to take full con-

| trol of the school is a political move and

ehh: == Z

pa.r! 3’ farmefs to i%es q-y -
thermoneyinthesystem. ' =~

- New regulations to be gazetted ear-
ly next gloo‘ixth would chagge li;he g;){-
erni y system and place the
Bchoofs under grect control of the ed-
ucation minister of each province. The
regulations spell out contractual apec-

" have to enter into with the provincial
education department. .
The SA Agriculturai Union (SAAU)
. said farmers would have no protection
if the provincial government failed to
wr%;:;t its contractual obligations to
the er, SAAU human resources di-
rector Machiel van Niekerk said only

that the minister conld now shut down ~

shows no regard for educational devﬂ- P ‘alpchooli_ > (e

opment or maintenance of standards.
p to now farmers with schools on
their properties were able to intervene
in discip matters and day-to-day
fanctioning of the school.” -
Van Zyl said placing the schools un-
der the direct control of the provincial
government would cause disintereston

1

Education ﬁepartment chief direc-
tor Chris Madiba dismissed farmers’
_claims that it would be the firdt time a
minister would be involved in deciding
whether or not a school should be
closed. Madiba said even in the past no
farm school was able to shut down
without ministerial approval.

CAPE TOWN —-Atlantis Diesel

- gines and the National Union of Met-

alworkers of SA (Numsa) were meeting

yesterday and the company was con-

fident the 11-day strike at its engine

%lant in Atlantis, on the Cape West
oast, wouldberesolved. ,. .

More than 1 000 Numsa members
went out on strike on July 10 after re-
jecting the company’s wage offer of be-
tween 9,7% and 10,2%.

Atlantis Diesel Engines MD Rob
Shires said yesterday the strike had af-

gy ey ol e

substantially. “They
have already lost two weeks’ wages,
while theloss in gmduction at the fac-
tory amounts to about Rlm.”
. Shires said 76% of the workforce
was working no y. “We are oper-
,ating at reduced capacity, but we were
never in the anition where we were
. not operating,” he said. -
" Ghires said the company’s average
increase was 10,1%, and this was heav-
ily biased towards the lower-paid
workers. — Sapa.
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FAIRVIEW ESTATE WORKERS TO GET OWN HOUSES, LAND

N L

Boland labourers aim fo

Jrp—
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JTHE FACE OF WINEMAKING is set to change ata prest- CErEEET e, L
“Eious Botand wine estate. Special Assignments team . Fh S
ROGER FRIEDMAN and BENNY GOOL report. o : e
RKERS at Falrview Wine  like this, and it only gained
Esttearesettomoveinto  momentum as | continued to work
their own houseson thelr  with these people. Two years ago |
own land, and aim to become the  started investigating options.”
first black producers, makers and At the heart of the Fairvalley
bottlers of South African wine  development plan is the conver-
under an independent label witha  sion of the workers’ cottages on
2003 pinotage. Fairview Estate into self-catering
In the meantime, they will  chalets for tourists.
hone their wine-making and mar- The profits generated by the
keting skills by producing chenin chalets will fund the building of
blanc under their own Fatrvalley  houses on a portion of the workers'
label with grapes sold tothemby  new plece of land.
Fairview owner Mg Charles Back. The project will be tackled in
The scheme is being madepossl-  two phases, the first of which will
ble by Department of Land Affairs entail converting a group of 13 cot-

developmental grants of R15 000
each to the households of 57
Pairview workers, a R200 000 dona-
tion from Back toward the R400 600
purchase price of 18 hectares of land
_adjoining his own, and a tourism-
*Azelated joint vertture between Back
and the workers,

Fatrview is the second presti-
gious wine estate in the Paarl
region to announce Major plans
based on sound business logic for
the development and future secui-
ty of its workers. The Fairview deal
differs from that of Nelson’s Creek
Estate in that Nelson’s Creek work-
ers will take ownership of the land,
but not the houses.

“This is something we could
never have dreamt of. It is almost
like manna from heaven,” said
Fairview worker’s comunittee chair-
man Mr Attie Adams yesterday. He
has worked the land for 19 years,
his parents worked it before him,
and their parents before them.

Back said: “The workers have
the same love for this land as I do.
This I realised when ! came to the

tages into tourist accommodation
with a Cape farm-worker theme,
The chalets will be decorated with
historic photographs, llustrations
and text depicting, among other
things, the dop-system. Back will
foot the bills for the conversions,
but will not have to pay for labour.

Should the chalets run at 30%
occupancy rates, they would gener-
ate enough money to take out
R70 000 bonds for 22 houses on
thenew land.

By the time the second phase—
invoiving the conversion of anoth-
er 10 cottages, possibly into back-
packer-style accommodation — 15
up and running, the profits are
anticipated to cover the costs of the
rest of the required housing.

Besides making and bottling
chenin blanc, the workers will set
up a shop next to the RI01 arterial
road between Paar] and Klapnuts.

“We love this land,” said
Adams, “Yes, maybe our forefathers
suffered here for lttle gain. We
must forgive and move forward,
Now we are looking to the future,

T e =

farm in 1978. From those early  and the future of our children who ATOAST: Falrview worker's committee chairman Mr Attie Adams holds up a glass of wine In a toast to the success of a development plan at this Boland estate, saying the workers will '
days I had an ideato do something  will move to Fairvalley.” ensure that the wine they produced was good enough to sell overseas. '
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New plans for farm schools
will strip fannfg of contlé&

- -bb 22 pmJﬁzmg‘ﬁﬁges 3
N

Louise Cook o
: . : €r money in the system,
GOVERNMENT’s lans “for farm 1. New regulations to be gazetted ear-
schools would strip fgnners ofall con- 1y next month would change the gov-
over acheols on their properties _erning body system and place the
and would lead to the end of sponsor- * schooﬁ under direct control of the ed-
sl:fs, lunging the schools into finan-  ucation minigier of each province. The
ci d.i%culties, farmers’ organigations - regulations spell out contractual spec-
saidyesterday, . .. . - - - ifications which each farmer would
National Maize Producers’ Organi-  have to enter into with the provineial
sation (Nampo) GM Giel van Zyl said education department, . ‘
Nampo had generated hundreds of The SA Agricultural Union {(SAATD
thousands of rands in sponsorship 'said farmers wonld have no protection
money for projects at the organisa- ** if the provincial government failed to
tion’s school which serves between 40 out its contractual obligations to
and 50 farmsin the Free State, AL tcha:zrmer. SAAU human resources di-
“Go ent’s plan to take full con- rector Machiel van Niekerk sajid only

. vernm .
] trol of the schoolis g politicalmoveand  that the minister could now shut down

shows no regard for educational devel-{.la chool; > r1,:
gpment or maintenance of standards, F_;‘,‘ ‘?Educatiogzqeparhnent chief direc-
[ﬁ) to now farmers with schools on tor Chris Madiba dismissed farmers’
their properties were able to intervene  claims that it would be the first time a
in discipl?n matters and day-to-day minister would be involved in decidi
functioning ofthe school.” - whether or not a schogl should be
Van Zyl said placing the schools un- closed. Madiba said even in the past no
der the direct control of the provincial farm school was able to shut down
government would cause disinterest on without ministerial approval,

Company hapes talks will end lantis gfrike
00, 2217 [0 * B Aantisstrike
.CAPE TOWN —-A antis Diesel En- facted wor I8 substantiaily, “They
whil

‘ gines and the National Union of Met- * have already lost two weeks’ wages,
alworkers of SA (Numsa) were meeting  while the logs in roduction at the fac.
Yesterday and the company was con-  tory amounts to about Rim.”
fident the 11-day strike at its engine ., Shires said 76% of the workforce
glant in Atlantis, on the Cape West  was working normally. “We are oper-
0ast, would be resolved, L rating at reduced capacity, but we were
More than 1000 ‘Numsa members "never in the position where we were
went out on strike on July 10 after re- . not operating,”he said. -
Jecting the com any’s wage offer of he- Shires said the com any’s average
tween9,7% andplo,z%. . increase was 10,1%, and this was heay-
Atlantis Diesel Engines MD Rob ily biased towards the lower-paid
ires said yesterday the strike hadaf- workers. — Sapa.
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'ON'WOMEN

Urban-orientated new SA finds little
time for mothers who till our soll

By Mampe Ntshedi and
Virginia Molose

T is becoming a cliche to mention

that women constitute the majori-

ty of the couniry’s pepulation and

that most of them live n rural
areas. The Government itself acknowl-
edges that rural women are one of the
poorest and most marginalised sectors
of the population.

Yet this awareness has remained
fargely acadenmc, as very few tangible
measures are bemng implemented to
redress the stafus glo.

Political parties, the labour move-
ment and many women's organisations
are still largely urban-biased in their
struggles to alleviate poverty.

This does not mean Government
and organs of civil society are doing
nothing to improve the lives of rural
communities (although it is tempting
to reach this conclusion when one sees
the desperate conditions many rural
and landless communities live in).

We commend the Government for
finally putting in place the Office on the
Status of Women, in line with the
Government-ratified Convention for the

Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination  against  Women
(Cedaw).

What remains of concern, however,
is that many rural women do not know
about Cedaw and the Office on the
Status of Women.

We hope the Office on the Status of
Women will prioritise rural areas as
deserving special attention, particular-
ly in relation to the dissemination of
information.

A trend that has originated with the
dawn of the new dispensation is that
policymakers tend to succumb to pres-
sure from “organised” and “powerful”
lobbies. such as the labour movement.

However, as tural communities,
and rural women in particular, are gen-
erally unorganised and lack the human,
financial and other resources to influ-
ence policymakers, their plight is only

acknowledged on paper. Nothing con-
crete and timeous is being done to
improve their lives.

Some of the measures introduced
by Government show a lack of in-
depth understanding of gender dynam-
ics. For instance, the Labour Tenants
Act allows for “legal evictions™.

These affect mainly women who, in
many cases, do not have the legal title
to assert their land rights. These are
usually in the name of the male as
household head. And this is happening
while Parliament has the largest num-
ber of women MPs in the world.

The Farmworkers Research and
Resource Project works with women
labour tenants, farmworkers and many
landless and land-starved communi-
ties. They confront many difficulties.

@ Customary law practices: On the
one hand. the Constitution guarantees
equality for all its citizens irrespective
of race and sex. On the other hand,
rural women married under customary
law are still regarded - and treated - as
minors.

Customary law practices continue
to discriminate against women, merely
on the grounds of their gender. This is
clear in customary law’s prohibition of
the right of women to have access 10
land and in its laws of inheritance.

Customary iaw recognises only
males (regardless of their age} as
potential heirs. There are many cases
of women whose husbands died with-
out wills who have subsequently been
left destitute, while some male relative
inherits the “joint” property. iand and
other belongings of the couple.

The Government must show its
commitment to equality by at least
declaring those blatantly discriminato-
ry practices as unconstitutional or else
the ‘“equality <clause” in the
Constitution will remain a farce.

There is no reason why Parliament
cannot prevent the continuation of this
situation by enacting interim mecha-
nisms and remedies for many women
who find themselves in this unneces-
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sary dilemma.

® The Reconstruction and
Development Programme: One major
achievement of the RDP in rural areas
was its success in creating hope of a
better life for rural women. After all,
the main aims of the RDP were to
ensure and facilitate the delivery of
services.

In our work with rural communi-
ties, time was spent on explaining the
importance of local government as the
“hands and feet” of the RDP and its
effect on some land policies. Today, we
are not sure what to say to rural and
landless women.

The delivery process is inexcusably
slow and even then it is still largely
urban-biased, with very few changes in
rural areas. Even more worrying is the
deafening silence in Government and
other circles about the RDF.

The long-diagnosed problems of
insufficient access to clean and run-
ning water; little or no access to
health care, educational and other
facilities; and a general lack of prop-
er infrastructure are issues that many
rural communities are still grappling
with.

In farmworker and labour tenant
communities the absence of changes
turns the communities” problems into a

Rural women are among the poorest and most marginalised in South Africa.

vicious circle of endless suffering and
poverty. On many white-owned farms,
communities continue to be unfairly
evicted.

This is seemingly organised agti-
culture’s reaction to some of the land
policy changes being deliberated.

When this happens, the most vul-
nerable members of the communities
are almost always women and chil-
dren, who are sometimes literally
dumped along highways.

Except for families who are fortu-
nate enough to have the Minister of
Land Affairs and Agriculture and some
pon-governmental organisations inter-
vening on their behalf, evicted families
do not receive any “grants” or other
form of assistance from the Welfare
Ministry.

There are no “safe houses” or
“shelters”. In many cases this also
means that children of evicted families
cannot attend schools as they are usu-
ally “dumped” in remote arcas,

Is Government and civil society at
large sending a message that the weak-
er among us are not worthy of protec-
tion by the law and support by the
Government and its agencies?

Even those fortupate enough to still
be employed as farmworkers do not
have many workplace benefits. For

instance, most women farmworkers do
not have maternity leave. Generally,
farmworker communities do not have
sick leave and pension and provident
funds either.

There are reported instances where
the farmer threatens to evict the family
when the breadwinner falls ill, unless a
“substitute” is provided. In such cases
it is usvally the children who have to
work so that the family can at least
have shelter and sustenance.

Alleviate poverty

Rural and landless communities, and
rural women in particular, should not
be mere statistics in our country, We
cali upon the Government to take
immediate action to visibly alleviate
poverty in rural areas.

Now that the Office on the Status of
Women is in place, we urge that rural
women's issues be prioritised. As we
celebrate Women's Day on Saturday,
let us remember the thousands of rural
women and children - for them there is
nothing to celebrate.

(The writers are gender fieldwork-
ers for the Farmworkers Research and
Resource Project. a land service non-
governmenial organisation working
with rural and landless communities,
mainly m Mpumalanga. )
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-~ People with arthritis suffer
= fiom the 7'to exercise or not 1o
" exercise? ‘dilemma. Without

s

. exercisey their muscles weaken

and theif joints deteriorate fur-

s

ther. Butiif they do exercise,

Pl

their joifits hurt. Recent
_ researchishows though that
" sufferers‘may have to grin and-

" bear it Zhut for their own

.Um:mmﬁm%@wm.wc&mm show

. ithat exBrcise does hefp topro~

' tect joifits fron furthet dam-

* age. Lack of exercise weakens
muscleszwhich allows extra
mation‘around the joints that
can chip:already damaged car-
tilage away from the bones.
Exercise'helps to strengthen

Pl

muscles and stronger muscles
stabilisé&‘the joints. — Anthony
Gilbert=;
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A community in the eastern Nkomazi region of Mpum

CALL
Us...

Contact Trends Editor
Matrika Shoros at 633-2515;
E-mail; star.trends@star.co.za

en farmers turn

‘rur

al s

um’ into
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thrivin

o sugar farms

mﬁ:\@m is changing the face of farming

. and solving food scarcities. Ufrieda Ho reports

anish the idea that the
term farmers refers only
to khaki-clad males on
tractors working the fields. A
group of women in
Mpumalanga is changing the
face of farming and solving
community'food problems too.

The women on the Nkomati
river in the past Nkomazi re-
gion, an -area  previously
labelled aTural sjum, have ste-
cessfully ‘capitalised on a gov-
ernment irrigation scheme and
turned aboui 3 300ha of under-
utilised iand info 431 thriving
sugar-cane farms,

The irrigation project was
started about three years ago,
when the Mpumalanga Depart-
ment of Agriculture initiated
the Nkomazi Irrigation Expan-
sion Programme. The project
saw the construction of more
than 120km of roads and about
1197km of underground pip-
ing. As the need to optimise the
full potential of the Nkomati
river was realised, a sugar mill
was set up near the region, and
land and water rights were
given back to the locals.

The community of about
117 000 has been allocated half
of the region’s sugar produc-
tion guota, restoring a balance
where previously only com-
mercial farmers were making
money out of this fertile plan-
tation area.

A programme for basic agri-
culiural training, as well as
programmes teaching a variety
of income-generating skills
such as sewing and fence-mak-
ing, were-also presented. There
has been a positive incorpora-
tiont of rural technologies and
rural enterprise.

Gladys Sibambo is one of
the new sugar-cane farmers
and owns 6ha of land in one of
numerous small-scale farming
schemes in the area.

She says that, while the
three-year-old farming project

Shifting sands ... the face of farming in the east Nkomazi region is becoming distinctly female,

was initially handicapped by
the lack of electricity and
water, the past two years have
seen it bringing in significant
income.

Raised standards of living
are now a welcome reality Wa-
ter on tap has been introduced,
so that the women do not have
to walk several kilometres to
fetch water

The local women have suc-
cessfully taken up their new
role as organised farmers.
They make up more than 65%
of the workers on some farm
schemes and are alsp responsi-
ble for the preparation and
marketing of the crops.

The government irrigation
scheme which gave rige to this
new farming venture had to be

based on strong community in-
volvement. The women were
identified as the strongest net-
work in the area.

Steve Woodburne, social
consultant for Acer, which is in-
volved in developing the pro-
ject, says: “The women were the
most visible organised group,
with burial clubs, women’s
clubs and stokvels. I think rural

women have always had an ac-
tive role through the ages.

“Women are often in a posi-
tion to provide a holistic pic-
ture.

“They are the ones who can
say which are the vital
elements that must be taken
into account at a project design
stage. The women have really
created a socio-economic

HNGNASA DIAR

as the community becomes involved in sugar-cane farming.

dynamic in the region.
Woeodburne says the women
“have fine-honed rural tech-
niques such as using the soil as
a refrigerator and creating im-
promptu market places by the
roadside to sell the surplus.”
Lazarus Repinga, chairman
of the Small Farmers’ Commit-
tee, has been fighting for com-
munity upliftiment in Nkomazi

for more than a decade.

He says the committee al-
ready boasts about 300 mem-
pers and the number is ex-
pected to double by year-end.

The impactof the irrigation
programme has been massive,
according to Repinga.

He says: “There have been
very positive spillovers. The
farmers have started up things
like ereches and we're seeing
new buildings, new houses and
new development in the area”.

A local trust fund has been
established which will be used
to provide bursaries for the lo-
cal children.

The project is now self-sus-
taining and, importanily Wood-
burne says, the farmers are be-
ing recognised as individuals.
He emphasises that the project is
completely community-driven.

The next step is to extend
the project to locals who were
not involved in the farming
ventures from the beginning.

“We don’t want a situation
similar to what it was before,
with rich farmers on the one
side of the river and a deterio-
rated community on the other,
which is why we have to ensure
that all east Nkomazi residents
will benefit.

“Once we have adjusted the
disparity between the “haves’
and the ‘have nots’, we will
have meaningful rural develop-
ment,” Woodburne says,

The women carry the burden
of raising their families and of-
ten act as the heads of Youse-
holds, as more  men
migrate to the cities tofind work.

Sibambo says the multiply-
ing burden on women has also
placed greater pressure on
rural families, as children are
now often taken to creches so,

parents can work in the fields.” .

But she welcomes the re-
vival the project has fuelled’
-and says: “We have more in-
come and I'm happy” '
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Venture looks like a winner

Stellenbosch experts say they have a plan to
use one of the Western Cape’s most under-
utilised resources to produce food for the
nation - its farm dams.

owner, the workers borrow the money to buy the
infrastructure and the fingerlings. The small fish
are kept in special net “cages” inside an ordinary
farm dam where they are fed daily and growntoa
marketable size. o |
The Aquaculture programme, based in Jonker-
shoek, will then buy these fish back from the smail

Their plan involves using these dams for the
intensive production of fish — especially trout - for
the so-called “plate-fish” market.

Stellenbosch geneticist Danie Brink and manag-

er of the university's Aguaculture
‘Ca

Programme, said the province had .
more than 2 500 farms dams with the
ability to produce 6 000 tons of fish a
year.iAt the present rate of fish con-
sumption, this is enough ito feed+ abil
about 1,8 million South Africans. i
But feeding the nation is not the
project’s only aim. “By getting farm
workers involved in the project,

empowering them to run these fish it

farms themselves, we hope to
improve the standard of 1iving of the rural commu-
nities and also providing them with a sustainable
supply of affordable high quality animal protein
says Matie researcher Riaan de Wit, responsible for
theday-to-day running of the project.

[Pedo this the project aims at establishing a net-
work of farmworker communities starting fish
farms.on the farms where they live. '
‘With the permission and support of the farm

P ‘g i«* i sz:', :
dams havethe
ility to produce
5 000 tons of fish

farmers.

“We don't believe in handouts. From the very
start the people gefting involved are expected to run
ey e this as a business venture,” says Mr
De Wit.

He said most of the groups who
had already started these pro-
grammes Wwould be able to pay back
their loans within threeyears,,. .} %'

Mr De Wit said fish farmingﬁya’s
perfect for farmworkers as it wasnot
very labour intensive and the farm-
ers ¢ould tend to their business after
their normal day's work on the farm.

Looking after the fish entailed
cleaning the netted “cages” and feeding the fishon a
daily basis. As the fish were kept in relatively small
“cages” catching the grown fish was no major has-
sle. .

“It is amazing to see how they grow in self-confi-
dence onee they’ve got involved in this project.”

He said four communities were already involved
and the long-term goal was to get 500 small fish farm-
ers involved.
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legislation aimeq at giving
greater security of tenure to farmwork-
exs and other occupants of ruralland,
The National Party (NP), Inkatha
Freedom Party and Freedom Front a]]
voted against a forma] motion on 'the
desirability of the Extension of Secu.
rity of Tenure Bill, due to be debated in
the National Assembly on August 28,
€ > spokesman on’ the commitiee,
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tally opposed to unfair evictions, but
| that the problem would be dealt with
better under labour legisiation, There
was no doubt the hill was “very dan-
gerous” to job creation in rural areas.
e present version of the bill was
more bagance‘d than the text published
in - Fébruary, butl‘_it;! stﬂf -eroded
landowners’ property rights and dotwn-
graded or eliminateq Privatecontractg,
Stephen Phohlela of the African Na--
tional Congress, which carried thede-
‘sirability vote, gaid he ‘Was pained by
the NP’s attitude. He knew of 25 cases
of recent evictions, some of whom had
worked for a farmer for 40 years,
The National Langd Committee said

In a written submission that the bill
should provide greater protection to
People who had been resident for ex.

tended periods, such ag a two-year no-
tice period for the eviction ‘of a person
who ga'd been there 20 or more years,

. The Chamber of Mineg said séveral
clanses interfered - with' landowners’
rights, and breached the property
clause of the Cohsﬁtui;iqn. —Sapa.
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FARM-WORKERS DISAPPOINTED

Tenure bill a “far cry

A NEW BILL to protect farm-
dwellers from unfair eviction
is an improvement, but the

workers say it is not enough,
ROGER FRIEDMAN reports.

unfair and unjust farm evic-

tions — which will affect mil-
lions of farm-workers and their fami-
lies, whose occupational rights are
largely at the whim of white farmers
— has been criticised by farm-work-
er representatives and non-govern-
mental organisations at a conven-
tion in Villiersdorp as being too soft
on the farmers.

The Extension of Security Tenure
Bill, gazetted on June 17, will be the
subject of public hearings convened
by the portfolio committee on land
affairs at Parliament over the next
three days, starting today.

The bill aims to regulate condi-
tions of residence, the termination
of a right of residence, and evictions.

It tries to provide long-term
tenure security, usually by agree-
ment between occupants and own-
ers, while balancing the fundamen-
tal rights of both groups.

It is founded on the principles
that; consent to reside on land is
equal to the right of residence, not
ownership; termination of consent
does not infer an automatic right to
evict; unlawful evictions are crimi-
nal offences; and where employ-
ment is ended through no fault of
the worker alternative accommoda-
tion should be sought.

A Western Cape Farm-Dwellers
Rural Convention was held at the

PROPOSED legislation to stop

| weekend — with activities in

Gtabouw and Villiersdorp — where
the contents and implications of the
bill were scrutinised by

" representatives from across the

Western Cape.
There appeared to be consensus

 that while the bill was a step in the

right direction, it was by no means a
giant stride.

The bill was criticised for, among
other issues, inadequately address-
ing tenure rights of the families and
dependants of farm-workers, failing
to break the bonds between housing
and employment, for relying in
cases of dispute on the “question-
able impartiality” of rural magis-
trates, and for the “siringent” condl-
tions under which long-term occu-
pants had the right to reside until
their death.

"from hopes

DELEGATE: Frederick Snyers (centre) was one of about 300 delegates from variou

convention.

For workers to qualify for the life-
long right to reside, the bill provides
that they must have occupied the
land for 20 years and be 60-years-
old, or older, Alternatively, the occu-
pant must have lived on the land for
20 years, and be an incapacitated
former employee.

In its written submission to the
portfolio committee, the Westemn
Cape farm-dweller coalition — an
ad hoc structure established to focus
on the bill, and comprising a num-
ber of non-governmental organisa-
tions, unions, advice offices and
constituency offices — described
the bill as being “a far cry from what
farm-dwellers had hoped for”.

“Byiction trends show that over
the last few months, evictions have
escalated, and have mainly affected
people who have lived on these farms
for many years,” the coalition said.

In certain instances the police

puejenbrwepN

were “believed” to be “siding
with” farmers in evicting people.

“A major increase has been
monitored in the eviction of pen-
sioners, Male and female spouses
are increasingly becoming unwel-
come to remain on the property
of commercial farmers.

“Reasons for evictions have
ranged from minor problems
between farmer and farm-worker,
to severe assaults on farm-
dwellers, :

For example, in May 1997 Mrs
Anna Toontjies, who had lived on a
farm near Klawer for more than nine
years, was severely beaten by a
farmer with a sjambok over her
entire body. Mrs Toontjies made a
case againist the farmer.

*However, she lost her accom-
modation and the farmer got one
of the best lawyers in Cape Town
to represent him. She cannot stand
up to his resources, knowledge and
influence,” the submission said.

The coalition noted that farmers,
the South African Agricultural
Union and the National Party all
appeared satisfied with the bill.

“The question that we are asking
is: ‘Why would the enemies of
change be grateful for legislation
that needs to correct the injustices
done by the previous regime and
why are the democratic forces and
the people affected complaining?’

“The only logical conclusion is
that the bill in its present form
serves the interests of the white
farmer community. It does not serve
the interests of those who have a
legitimate claim to be afforded a bet-
ter life in our democratic society.”

A member of the portfolio com-
mittee, Mr Jomo Khasu, who attend-
ed the Villiersdorp convention, said
the bill aimed to protect farm-
dwellets from the “traditional, arbi-
trary behaviour” of farn owners.

() _cemig [xh

s farmaworker communities across the province at yesterday's rural

PICTURE: BENNY GOOL

Man claims Villiersdorp
farmer set dogs on him

ROGER FRIEDMAN
A DELEGATE attending the

Western Cape Farm-Dwellers

Convention in Villiersdorp has
laid charges against a Villiers-
dorp farmer for allegedly setting
a pair of vicious dogs on hirm.
Mr Frans de Bruyn, a shop-
steward for the South African
Agricultural Paper and Allied
Workers Union from Bon-

nievale, said yesterday he

dectded to take a stroll to
acquaint himself with the Vil-
liersdorp area on Saturday
afternoon when he was
attacked.

“1 was walking across some
farm land, minding my own
busines$, when I aoticed the
farmer. I had not been drinking
and 'was causing nobody any
harm, He whistied for his dogs,
and as they came running he
cailed out ‘5a, bite him?’. -

“They ran steaight at me, the
one lunging at my neck and

face, and the other pulling at
my legas1 fell to the ground.

“1t was almost as if it was
sport for the farmer. After I fell
he called the dogs back. 1 got up
and walked away.

“1t Jooks from his behaviour
as if the farmers here don’t
want the new South Africa.

“The farmer did not speak to
me or ask me anything, he just
set the dogs on me.” -

De Bruyn’s bloodstained
clothing yesterday attested to
the attack.

De Bruyn said he did not
know how many stitches a
doctor had used in the gashes in
his neck and cheek. ‘

The R212 doctox’s bill was
picked up by the Surplus Peo-
ple’s Project (srp). .

SPP field-worker Mr Paulus
Julies said he considered-the
doctor's alleged questioning of
De Bruyn about why he'had
been on private land “highly
inappropriate”, .
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-- Louis .u.:nr dt E.:_ Ha gmnﬂu_m. :

By Khathu Mamaila ;°

£,

richardt has evicted about ten fami- ./
Ties who have been living o&ro mm_.E
for over three decades. .
The row, which threatens to-
become violent, started last week
when the farmer, a Mr Le Roux, gave
the families up to last Friday to leave
_the farm he had just bought.
The farm is situated between

.mcuaﬁm. e vowed not todeave. *v'
" The ngwW farmer, however, is
adamant thdt he will get them off his
“ tand. . v

When Sowetan visited the farm at
the weekend, the tenants were meet-
ing Le Roux.- : .

Le Roux, who was mmm_.nmw_..a.

ofy fz mﬁbﬂ.

Ll i The tenints, most of whom rmqm_,; the matter.”
‘A WHITE farmer - oEmr_n Louis-# been livingjpn the farm for more thap | m.. “You are __.omv»mm:_

*

“ordered Sowergn to leave, his farm

1 T
- -

=“h

_EE&SE:\ and _.o?mw o Em 55

1 Ema_ <o=
"-to ledve my farm- HEBmEmﬂo_w
said.

Speaking to ,wesﬁaa off the ?:F
Ms Makwarela Khotommbi con-
firmed the farmer had instructed all
tenants to leave by Friday.

“We have been staying here fi ww as
long as I can remember. We will not
move from this farm.

1

EPULT] [P e e
A

iction

.N is not defiance but the Hmm- Eo mm-_d '

ity is that if we move from here,
where 4.: we go? .

“We, have built our huts here mum
this is Ea only home we know,” s i
Khorommbi, a mother of three.

She said Le Roux had threatened
to demolish their huts if they did not
leave the farm.

Amother tenant Mr Tshimangadzo
Malatji, who looked 50 but does not

know his age, said he.was born on

)
o

“The two evious owners
~. allowed us to stayiand there wus no
preblem. Why should he evict us?”

“He has also cut water supply to
ns but we will not leave this farm. We
will fetch water from a nearby river,”
said Malatji.

On Friday police were called in
following reports that viclence could

- erupt. However, they left after com-
munity,leaders addressed them.
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Exempting state land from squatter rights under fire

soialefad () == E

Wyndham Hartiey . elderly was a “deprivation of rights” of (Cosab) said the provision that squatters worried about this problem because the the 80 years old and 20 years onthe farm.
. property owners as provided for in the who had been on land for one year would W.H%uommm Jegislation exempted the state In contrast, the Chamber of Mines said
CAPE TOWN — The land affairs depart- eonstitution. he deemed to have been granted permis- m this provision. the protection given to occupiers “may re-
ment came nnder fire yesterday for ex- In response to a question from Nation- gion would force private landowners to This appeared to be discrimination in sult in an owner or employer being .de-
empting state land from an Extension of al Party MP Manie Schoeman as to why check every corner of their properties at favour of state and could poasibly be  prived of any use of land for a virtually
Security of Tenure Bill provision Pﬁoﬂum state land was exempt, Aninka Claassen least once ayear ifthey were to avoid giv-  challenged constitutionally, he said. indefinite period”. It said the bill was also
squatters legal oceupation rights o land from the land affairs department said the  ingrights to residence by default. Prof Shadrack Gutto of the Centre for sponstitutionally vulnerable” in its provi-

they have been living on for one year with- reason was the state was the owner of “How it an absentee owner to ensure  Ap; Yied Legal Studies said the provision sions for “no fault” evictions because oc-
out heing evicted. . - vasttracts of land which it did not know  that illegal squatters operating ‘without Emm.n.bm it dufficult to evict farm dwellers  cupiers conld be in a position where they
At public hearings held by Parlia- about. Because the state did not know stealth’ are not deemed to have consent older than 60 and who had been on the could remain on the land almost indefi-
ment’s land affairs committee, the de- that it owned certain portions of land it through the passing of time? Similarly farm for more than 20 years did not offer nitely and this would constitute “a sub-

partment was asked whyithad exempted was excluded, she paid. Private landown- what about rural areas, where illegal sufficient rotection to the elderly. stamtial deprivation of property rights”.
gtate land from the clause dealing With ers, in contrast, were absolutely aware of squatters could easily live on remote por- He mmm% a 59-year-old worker who bad The National Land Committee and the
squatters’ occupation rights. whatland they owned. tions of land for more than a year without been on the land for 25 years would not SA Agricultural Union, re resenting the

The committee also heard differing Schoeman said this excuse was “unac-  ever being seen and then claim rights via  qualify in terms of this clanse but was“de-  Ewo extremes of argument for and against

submissions suggesting that the legisla- ceptably thin® and what was “good for the  consent?” Grobler said in the formal mmuﬁum. of some heightened level of mmﬁ.o. the bill, will make submissionstoday. .
tion did not protect elderly farm workers goose should alse be good for the gander”. Cosab submission. tection”. Heightened protection for farm
sufficiently and that the protection for the Stuart Grobler of the Council of SA Banks He suggested that the state was also  workers should be distributed wider than ’ SeePaged




Exempting state la

Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — The land affairs depart-
ment came under fire yesterday for ex-
empting state land from an Extension of
Security of Tenure Bill provision allowing
squatters legal occupation rights to land
they have beenliving on for one year with-
out being evicted.

At public hearings held by Parlia-
ment’s land affairs commmittee,
partment was asked why it had exempted
state land from the clause dealing with
squatters’ occupation righta.

The committee also heard differing
submissions suggesting that the législa-
tion did not protect elderly farm workers
sufficiently and that the protection forthe

_ elderly was a

the de-.

‘ceptably t

“deprivation of rights” of
property owners as provided for in the
constitution. -
Inresponse toa question from Nation-
al Party MP Manie Schoeman as to why
state land was exempt, Aninka Claassen
from the land affairs department said the
reason was the state was the owner of
vast tracts of land which it did not know
about. Because the state did not know
that it owned certain portions of land it
was excluded, she said, Private landown-
ers, in contrast, were absolutely aware of
what land they owned. .
. Schoeman said this excuse was “unac-
in” and what was “good for the
goose should also be good for the gander”.
Stuart Grobler of the Council of SA Banks

(Cosab) said the provision that squatters

- who had been on land for one year would

be deemed to have been granted permis-

sion would force private landowners to

check every corner of their properties at

least once 2 year if they were to avoid giv-
ing rights toresidence by default.

~ “How is an absentee owner to ensure
that illegal squaiters operating ‘without
stealth’ are not deemed to have consent

through the.passing of time? Similarly

what about rural areas, where illegal
squatters could easily live on remote por-
tions of 1and for more than a year without
ever being seen and then claim rights via
consent?” ' Grobler said in the formal
Coséab submission. o
He suggested that the state was also

atter wm.m_:m

older than 60
farm for more than 20 years did not offer
.~ pufficient protectionto the elderly.

&bidle 97

_worried about this problem because the
proposed legislation exempted the state
from this provision.

This appeared to be discrimination in

avour of the state and could possibly be
challenged constitutionally, he said.

Prof Shadrack Gutto of the Centre for

A mu.p.ma Legal Studies said the provision

g it difficult to evict farm dwellers
and who had been on the

He said a 59-year-old worker who had

been on the land for 25 years would not
qualify in terms of this clause but was “de-
serving of some heightened level of pro-
téction”. Heightened protection for farm
workers should be distributed wider than

Gy e -

the 60 years old and 20 years on the farm.

L

2.
A

1

5)

G %
e

In contrast, the Chamber of Mines said
the protection given to accupiers “mayre-
. gult in an owner or employer being. de-

prived of any use of land for

a virtually

indefinite period”. It said the hill wasalso
daonstitutionally vulnerable” in its provi-
sions for “no fault” evictions because:oc-
cupiers could be in a position where they
could remain on the land almost indefi-
nitely and this would constitute “a sub-

stantial deprivation of property rights”.

The National Land Committee and:the
SA Agricultural Union, representing the
two extremes of argument for and against

the bill, will make submissions today.. o

SeePage 4
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Farmworkers fammes stand to Iose
if legislation goes through as itis

By Raflq Rohan
Political Correspondent

g families of farmworkers

will be left vulnerable-to evic-

tion if the Extension of

Security of Tenure Bill goes
through Parliament in its current
form.

The Centre for Applied Legal
Studies (Cals) at Wits wants the Bill
to inclide “explicit protection” for
those farm tenants with the permis-
sion of another occupant.

The Bill’s ornission of this protec-
tion places families of the primary
occupant in a precarious position, the
legal body said at a public hearing
hosted by the portfolio committee on
land affairs in Parliament yesterday.

It is arguing for a rewriting of
clauses around this issue.

i

States in* a detailed wriften sibhi
- 'smn, is the “absolute protectlof
" Bill gives to occuplers 'wiho Hay

’ or those 'who are disabied

‘avallable to péople for whom g such,

:‘ "Centre and

“Owners and occupants may view
the agreement to live on the land as
one made between the owner and the
farmworker, not the farmworker's
family.

“It may then be an especially labo-
rious legal task to prove that the fam-
ilies of farmworkers -have a right of
residence separate from that of the
farmworker,” Professor Shadrack
Gutto of the Cals said.

Gutto wants the wording in the
Bill changed to ensure that families of
farmworkers “are deemed to be on the
property with the separate consent of
the owner”.

"Such a change will clear up the
ambiguity which now exists in the
Bill as to whether a family member is
on the land through the comsent of
another person,” he said.

Written submission

In"its submission, the Chambers of?
Mineés said it was concerned that there“
were aspects of the Bill- whlch fall -
foul of the. Constitution. " f‘:;_ -
One of these" aspects, the cham])er/

on land for 20 years and are aged i60;

'Elsewhere,” the chamber e’irgu g
that protection under the Blll may e

profection was intended ‘and therefore N
opened itself to abuse of rights. "

“The Bill may have perverse con-
sequences if persons “with, adequate\
means t0 procure altematlve accomn: -
modation dbuse the .rights. available
under the Bill by taklng uofair advan-
tage of an owner of property that finds
itself obliged to-follow what may be
expensive and tlme—consummg proce-
dures for their eviction,” the chamber
says.

Tomoriow, the Legal Resource
-the ’ Natlonal Land
Comnnttee will be among those mak-

. ing; submlssmns




I Support for tenure bill
may be withdrawn

W\m&ham Hartley

CAPE TOWN — (ivil organisations
campaigning for farm workers’ tenure
rights may still withdraw their sup-
port for Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom’s Extension of Tenure Secn-
rity Bill if their suggested amend-
ments fail to make it into the next draft
of the legislation. ,

This emerged yesterday after the
National Land Committee and its af-
filiates gave evidence to the National

' Asgembly land affairs committee. They
were given the impression they could
not substantially change the bill which
is before Parliament.

Committee officials at a subsequent
press conference warned that political
anger was mounting at the govern-
ment’s perceived failure to deliver on
pre-clection ‘promises to protect the
tenure of farm workers.

During the same hearings the SA
Agricultural Union (SAAU) said it felt
the issue of evictions from commercial
farms was “overemphasised and exag-
gerated” and that the bill had no le-
gitimate factual basis. The SAAU
thanked Hahekom for the consultation
on thie'bill and the more balanced leg-
iglation it had produced. It warned,
however, that if this balance was up-

cy
po e/l

set, “farmers would almost certainly
O}l:t for more mechanisation”. Any fur-
ther limit on the property rights of
landowners would ge 52vi,tgorm.uﬁsly op-
posed”, the committee was told.

Committee director Brendan Pierce
said the bill did not address tenure se-
curity for farm workers and was simply
“an eviction monitoring law”. He said
there was a need to “delink” residence
on a farm with continued employment.

There was a need to provide “incre-
mental protection” to farm workers ac-
cording to the years they had livedon a
farm. He suggested a scale of rights
based on length of residence.

Pierce also complained that the bill
was silent on the issue of those who
had already been evicted, and suggest-
ed that the legislation should be ret-
rosKective to April 27 1994,

colleague, Jenny Sampson, said
there seemed to be a pattern of pre-
emptive evictions this year. It appear-
ed that older people who might qualify
for the over 60 years of age and 20
years on the farm were being targeted.

The Committee also objected to
magistrate’s courts adjudicating on ap-
plications to evict, as in rural areas
many magistrates were farmers.

Commenti: Page 13




''NO HOME, NO SECURITY AND NO MONEY’

“‘Shoot your donkeys

_ or get ot

et

THE SURPLUS PEOPLES PROJECT says 80 000 of the
191 000 farmworkers in the Western Cape are employed
seasonally and face the constant threat of eviction.

AAS Gerrie of the Willow-

more district decided he did-

n't like donkeys on his land
50 he told his “boy”, Mr Martin
Booysen, and “kitchen-girl”, Ms
Fransina Riddles, to shoot their
pair or “voertsek” off his land.

They had nowhere to go, but
they packed their cart and left in a
hurry. In spite of Heidi the don-
key's advanced state of preg-
nancy and Mona the sheep-
dog's terror of cars their owners
upped and left. It couldn’t have
been a very pleasant farm. It
was August 1.

“Ons trek,” Booysen told
the Cape Times two weeks later,
“we are an our way to look for
work. As you see us here today, we
just had to pack our karretjie
immediately and leave. He was
very hard-headed.

“They say things have changed
on other farms, but not on the
farms around here,” Booysen said
while his beasts took a breather
alongside the N12.

“The farmers here are just as
hard-baked as they ever were. Real-
ly, nothing has improved for us in
this new South Africa. We want to
get married but we have no home
to call our own, we have no secuti-
ty, we have no money,” the 24-

year-old said,

"These dogs are our money.
They are what keep us. This one,
Deurklim, is a hunter, and she
herds sheep.”

Baas Gerrie paid Booysen the
princely wage of R180 a month,
but then, because the farm was in
the middle of nowhere, Booysen

ROGER FRIEDMAN
and BENNY.GOOL'S .
Karoo reports will bé
puhlished through-
out the week

was forced to spend most of that
money in Baas Gerrie's farm shop.
Riddles earned R120 a month, but
the baas’ wife generously provided
her with toiletries at no cost.

When they left they had R60 in
their pockets, which they had
managed to save for a rainy day.
Two weeks later that sum was
down to R30. They were hoping to
get work somewhere in the Beau-
fort West district.

Perhaps Baas Gerrie's behaviour
is what member of the Portfolio
Committee on Land Affairs Mr
Jomo Khasu described in Villier-
dorp last weekend as the “tradi-
tional, arbitrary behaviour” of

land’,

s ]9

South African farm owners.

According to the non-govern-
mental organisation the Surplus
Peoples Project (SPP), there are
more than 191 000 farmworkers in
the Western Cape, of whom about
80 000 are emnployed seasonally.

The average monthly wage in
1995 for farmworkers in the
province was R365 for men and
R282 for woren,

Farmworkers employed in the
metropolitan area were the highest
paid (R449 for men and R339 for
womern), and those in the Klein
Karoo were paid the least (R265
for men and R202 for women).

About 80% of Western Cape
farmworkers are coloured and
about 20% black. Black workers
are usually housed in hostels,
and paid less than coloured
workers,

But according to Surplus Peo-
ples Project, the worst-off farm-
workers are those who only work
seasonally, and are forced to Iive in
emergent squatter camps outside
rural towns,

Interviewed in Oudtshoorn,
African National Congress orgaris-
er Mt Derick Jackson said evictions
from farmland were becoming
“one of the biggest headaches in
the area”.

His offices were receiving a reg-
ular trickle of pecple coming in to
ask for help after being evicted.

“There seems to be a general
trend developing,"” he sald.

S

. teEein

THEY SHOOT DONKEYS, DON'T THEY? Martin Booysen and
Fransina Riddles, evicted off Baas Gerrie's farm over their
two donkeys, opted for the road instead of shooting the ani-
mals. For two weeks they have travelled looking for work.
THE ROAD IS LONG: {Right) Martin and Fransina left with R60
in their pockets. Two weeks later that sum was down to R30.
They were hoping to get work in the Beaufort West district.
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Readers
barefoot runner

. Cape Times readers have opened thelr hearts
. ~and pockets —to 14-year-old Ragel van
Wyk, who was featured In this serles on Tues-

“=7/ The barefoot runner, who has won natlonal

“Junior titles on track and cross-country cours-
es but cannot afford running shoes, has
received many offers of support — see tomor-
row's Cape Times.

0o
S

support




20 itadt vil uo ol UHSNed louay.

Ficture: LUBUS BODENSTEIN | "and accused.

to which SA was now a party.
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NP warns on proposed changes to farm wxowm__wﬂmg Hobuq@ bill

Wyndham Hartley

CAPE TQWN — The National Party
(NP) has warned that tough African
National Congress (ANC) amend-
ments to the controversial Extension of
Security of Tenure Bill will prompt
farmers to withdraw assistance and
m&émm@m from their workers for fear of
aving to ensure these services con-
tinue even when a worker is evicted.
The ANC has also suggested an
amendment making it almost impos-
gible to evict a farm worker who has

been living on & farm for 10 years and
reached the age of 60. The legislation’s
original draft provides for such protec-
tion after 20 years’ residence.

The NP reacted strongly to the
ANC’s proposed new definition of “suit-
able alternative accommodation”
which would have to be found if a farm
worker faced eviction through no fault
ofhis own.

The ANC amendment insists that if
the farm worker enjoys grazing rights
for his animals, or access to land for
crop production, the new accommoda-

tion should provide the same facilities.
NP MP Manie Schoeman said on his
farm, workers were allowed to raise
pigs and that all excess milk from the
farm was given to them to feed ani-
mals, If he had to ensure these facil-
jties were available once a farm worker
was evicted he would have to reconsid-
er allowing his staff to use free milk to
raise pigs. He said the compassion ex-
isting between farmers and their work-
ers would disappear in the face of dra-
conian measures in the legislation.

ANC over ﬂw.mmmﬁh_m@ dments has forced
the cqramittee into a desperate race to
2t mu%wcqﬂ for the bill before noon to-
..y. If agreement is not reached, the
legislation could miss its scheduled
gslot in the National Assembly on
Thursday. Another slot in the legisla-
tive programme would be hard tofind.
Land affairs department sources
said they were not too concerned about
the ANC changes to the suitable
accommodation definition becauss this
would mwﬂ_w only to no-fault evictions

Mandela to be briefed ahead of

chairing SADC s
John Dludiu ' nV.

PRESIDENT Nelson Mandela, who
chairs the Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC), will visit
the secretariat — the SADC executive
— tomorrow for & briefing on prepa-
rations for a high-level summit with
other heads of state next month.

- SADC information officer Kgo-
sinkwe Moesi said yesterday Mandela
would be briefed by executive secretary

1 Kaire Mbuende on mumﬁﬁ_m&oﬂm for the

summit to be held at Blantyre, Malawi.
Mandela’s spokesman Parks Man-
kahlana confirmed the working visit
and gaid the president, in his capacity
as SADC chairman, had always been
keen to acquaint himself with day-to-
day activities of the 12-nation body.
The summit, a high-level SADC
meeting, is expected to discuss moves

ummit in Malawi

nomxvmumﬁﬁ cnﬂ%%ﬂ -
tions, including ' Laurent Kabila’s
Democratic Republic of Congo and
Madagascar, have expressed interest
in joining the SADC.

Mankahlana said the issue of Con-
go-Kinshasa’s planned membership to
the SADC was not discussed at the
meeting between Mandela and Kabila
yesterday. However, talks by officials
were continuing today.

The summit, the first under Man-
dela’s chairmanship, will also have to
finalise a single SADC position on the
impending renegotiation of the Lomé
Convention, the trade and aid accord
between the European Union and its
70 former African, Caribbean and Pa-
cific colonies.

The annual summit will also dis-
cuss results of a consultants’ study on
the SADC’s rationalisation.
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Wrangling between the NP and the —of which there would be few.
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GDP .

Continued from Page 1

Negative growth of 0,4% for mining
output in the first three months
changed to a 1,5% increase in output
for quarter two. Growth in trade and
catering — the tourism industry — re-
covered to 1,5% growth from a contrac-
tion of 1,8% in the first quarter.

Barnard Jacobs Mellet economist
Chantal Friedman said anpualised da-
ta could be misleading, since it tended
toexaggerate quarterly changes,

Looking at year-on-year changes in
GDP, the first half of the year had
shown growth of 2,2%, compared with
an average of 3,1% for last year.

On a year-on-year basis mining was
“still acting as a drag on growth — but
the short-term trend has turned pos-
itive”. Agriculture was “still slightly
positive” in year-on-year comparisons,
but was a brake on quarterly season-

ally adjusted annualised figures.
" uﬂ.ﬂnﬂiﬂbh@..lﬂﬂlgﬁﬂﬁ. Phintar Malipds

*

high” overall’ growth rates. Much of the
increased manufacturing output went
into Emrmwmuﬁoﬁm“ and possibly also
intoincredfed inventories, he said.

Higher exports probably contribut-
ed to the increased growth in trans-
port, while the electricity sector had
probably been boested by electrifica-
tion programmes. ;

Calitz expected agriculture to con-
tinue to perform badly for the next few
guarters. Construection growth was
still poor, with industry probably wait-
ing for an acceleration of reconstruc-
tion and development programme
spending, Carlitz said. .

He expected GDP growth for the
whole year to be aboutl,8%, with
slightly lower growth in the third and
fourth quarters. Sanlam was expecting
one interest-rate cut this year.

FBC Merchant Bank economist Ha-
nia Farhan forecast GDP growth for
the year at about 2,1%, with growth
slightly weaker for the second half.
Growth for 1998 would be mm.mo_.,mm.mﬁ
El Nino — possible effects could s
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I uucﬁmcgm “the land rights of more
" | than six million farmworkers has °
/ been approved by the National
|| Assembly,

Opposed by most minority parties,
the Extensich of Security of Tenure
| Bill was passed-last night by 171 votes
to'74 after m&mmﬁmn debate lasting
almost three hours.

=

| Joy as fan

Q%&&S: will gwe stix m

Derek Hanekom, Agriculiure and .

Land Affairs Minister, told the Assem-
bly at the end of the debate that he
wanted to cry with joy. Locking up to
the public gallery, where more than
100 farmworkers had turned out o
vociferously support the bill, Mr
Hanekom said: “This legislation is
going to make a difference in your
‘lives and tonight you will sleep well.”
The bill was opposed by the Demoe-

ratic Party, Inkatha Freedom Party, '

National Party and Freedom Front.
Provisions in the bill include thata
worker Eﬁo has been employed on a

kers’ bill p

farm for E yearsand is older than 60
will be entitled to permanent right of
residence on that farm.

Twelve months’ notice will have to
be given to evict that resident’s spouse
and dependants. The guiding princi-
ple of the bill is that people who are on
land with consent and who have done
nothing wrong cannot be evicted
unless suitable alternative accommo-
dation is available.

. The bill includes measures to boost
developments which will deliver inde-
pendent Jand ownership to pecple who

illion new %n::&\
ARG 2978 /9%

A W
presently occupy land, and it commits
the Government to funding such
developments,

Mr Hanekom lashed out at the NP
for opposing the bill, saying it could
not justify opposing a measure
designed to enhance security of tenure
for farmworkers and other HmﬁEmmm
South Africans.

“This _mmumHmﬁoﬂ will provide secu-
rity to over six million people,pegple
who without this protection: eould
tomorrow be standing on the'side om
theroad, in a plastic bag, in the rain.”
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Farm tenure bill |
pushed through its

s€cond reading

Wyndham Hartle@‘) . o

. 2918 q /a' »
CAPE TOWN — The ican National Congiess
(ANC) muscled the Extension of Security of Tenure
Bill through its second reading debate yesterday in
the face of dire warnings that the legislation would
reduce employment on farms and could be vulnergbie
to constitutional challenge. : 5

The bill will make the eviction of farmworkers
very difficult, particularly the elderly with many
years of residence. It was opposed by the Democratic
Party (DP), the National Party (NP) and the Freedom
Front, and recejved only qualified support from3the
Pan Africanist Congress. o )

. When the National Assembly voted on the billfthe
NP called for a division and while the bells were ring-
ing to,summon MPs to the house, ANC members toyi-
toyied and sang with a public gallery packed with
farmworkers and supporters-of the National Land
Committee. Stony-faced opposition members sat in
their benches watching the display, which was later
ruled out of orderby the speaker. #

Introducing the debate on the temure bill, Land
Affairs Minister Derek Hanekom said it was “the
most far-reaching” piece of land reform legislation
the government had so far produced. No longer would
it ‘be. possible for people’s lives to be shattéred
gverqi ht by eviction from the only homes they kdew,

e said. i

He stressed that “decent landowners” had nothing
to fear from the legislation, because they already op-
erated within the proposed law.

The NP’s Andries Beyers and Manie Schoeman
warned of a backlash by farmers, who would how
employ fewer people, employ only seasonally and no
longer offer accommodation as part of emg oymeént,
Farmers would fear being forced to give land rights to
anyone offered accommodation on the farms. 3

The DP’s Mike Ellis said that late amendments by
the ANG at the committee stage had in all probability
made the bill unconstitutional. These made it im-
possible for the party to support the measure,

The original draft of the bill came to Parliament in
June with amendments, in a concession to organised
agriculture, that imposed a joint onus on workers
and landowners to End other accommodation if a
farmworker was evicted through no fault of his own.

New ANC amendments this week reduced the pe-
riod of residence on farms, which would give tenants
almost absolute tenure security from 20 to 10 years.

#
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Workers are still at the mercy of farmers’ whims, writes Ann Eveleth

Farmworkers
evicted before
a new Iaw

MG 298~
eremiah Msiza’s izened
face crinkles with pride as
he opens the door to the
modest cinderblock house

he has made his home. It was plas-

tered, painted and furnished with
whatever he could scrape together
from his meagre wages.

Mslza (76) worked as a millkman
and gardener for 21 years at the
Rendevlef farm outside Delmas in
south-eastern Mpumalanga.

Now he — and 45 other farm-
workers — have been ordered to
leave by the end of September. They
have been ordered to go by the own-
er, Hans Prinstoo, who has sold the
maize, bean and dairy farm. The
new farmer will bring his own
workers,

"I have three cows, but the rest
of my life savings are inside this
house. I would need a very big truck
to move it all — if I had a place to
go,” Msiza says.

He s one of the oldest people liv-
ing in the painstakingly-groomed
row of houses, with gardens picked
out by whitewashed brick borders.
But even his service record at Ron-
devlei Is outdene by Estrom Mon-
geni: “I came here in 1967, Janu-
aryl” Mongeni says repeatedly.

“When I came from a neigh-
bouring farm Prinsloo was only a
stnall boy. I worked for his father,
Joachim. Now Hans says he is go-
ing to another farm to grow avoca-
dos and bananas so we must leave,
I can't work any more because
something is burning inside my
stomach, I was supposed to see the
doctor today, but because we are be-
ing evicted I can’t just leave the
house alone,” Mongent laments,

There 15 some hope for them,
however. Mongeni and Msiza are
among the rura? landless most Hke-

42 ﬁm:l pmtection {fthe Extension

of Security of Tenure Bill, now hot-
ly contested in Parliament, is en-
acted: they are both over 60, and
have lived on the land with
Prinsloo's consent for more than a
decade,

According to Department of
Land Affairs planner Jan Truter,
the Bill will give these men the right
to live ont their lives on the farm.
“If they are evicted now, they will
also stand & good chanee for rein-
statement, provided they go
through legal processes,” he says.

The Farmworkers Research and
Resource Project has taken up the
case of the Rondevlei workers, and
linked them to legal assistance
through the MNaticnal Institute for
Public Interest Law and Research.
But, says project researcher
Desmond Allan, access to legal help
— and information about their
rights — s a rarity for South
Africa’s estitnated five to six-mil-
lion farm-dwellers.

“We've been trying to get legal
aid for thern, but these cases often
rate low on the pricrities of region-
al legal aid offtices where the deci:
sions are taken,” Allan says.

Butt the Bill — if and when it be-
comes law amid the objections of
the National Party and farmers’
unions — and legal ald offer few
guarantees for “younger” farm-
workers Iike Girlle and Johannes
Matlala,

Girlie says she 1s “40-something”
and Johannes is “50-something”,
placing both of them under the
Bill's proposed cut-off age of 0. The
couple have worked 19 years for
Prinsloo, she as a domestic worker
and he as a tracter driver, and
Girlie is adamant they and their
five children and grandehildren

Walting to go: Phineas and Lsana Namkula must leave the farm they have worked on for 15 yoars.
PHOTOURAPH: RUTH MOTAY

will not leave *“our home™.

“I used to work seven days a
week in that house cooking and
cleaning and washing and ironing
and looking after the farmer's chil-
dren. I don't have the strength to
start afresh somewhere else.”

“First the faymer sald these are
your houses. He sald ‘I'll buﬂd you

Teor (g !
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Watchman fired for one day off

Ifred Maduwa was fired last
moenth. Absent ene cold and
Lowveld day from his
job as a night-watchman on a Mod-
derfontetn farm just across the
Mpumalanga border from Gauteng,
Maduwa (47) broke his service con-
tract.

For the previons two years he
had puarded the farm property for
12 hours a day, from dusk to dawn,
seven days a week: “Since I have
been here nothing has gone miss-
ing from this farm,"” he declares
with a pride that contrasts starkly
with the humble cinder-and tin
howme behind him.

The only other time Maduwa
missed work was earlier this year
when he spent four months in hos-
pital.

I was coughing up blood and 1

collapsed one day. I woke tp in hos-
pital after my fellow workers called
the ambulance. I spent four months
there and the doctors say my lungs
are badly demaged,” he says.

“I used to work with someone
else who passed away. He was also
sick and vomiting blood. He was
staying outside at night. We are not
given wood so we burn tyres to keep
warm. It is bitter cold sometimes
and we have no sheller to get warim.

“Those tyres caused me to get
slek too. Now after the hospital Tam
feeling better, but I have nosebleeds
and I am not yet recovered. After
coming back from hospital I missed
one day of work, It was raining all
day and I was not feeling well.

*The next day the farmer came
to me and said, “You were absent
yesterday’. He just told me to sign

here and don't come back.”

Poor as his house is, with its
leaking roof and smell of damp, he
has to leave it. He alsoJoses his R300
a month wage from which he has
been supporting his wife and two
children who live elsewhere,

He says he iz suppased to have
left already but decided to stay to
wash his clothes. He owns only a
pair of khaki trousers, a black fake-
leather jacket, shoes and a knit cap.

The Farmworkers Resource and
Rasearch Project plans to challenge
Maduwa’s dismissal on the grounds
that 1t contravened the Baslc Con-
ditions of Employment Act. The
farmer, Danie Duvenhage, said he
had fired Maduwa because “he -
drank on the job”, He refused toan-
swer further questions, saying: “It
has nothing to do with you.”

a creche and a clinic but please
don't join those people cutside who
are striking’. We never did. Now he
says the new farmer doesn’'t want
us and we are free to join any union
now that he is leaving.”

Prinsloo, like many farmers,
says he is caught between a rock
and a hard place by the legislation.
*“The new farmer already has work-
grs. What must 1.20?” he says.

He claims to have found alter-
native employment for all his work.
ers who wanted it, but cannot re-
member the surnames of most of
those who have served his family
for decades.

Truter says there is Little pro-
tection for farm-dwellers at this
stage. “They are open {o eviction
unitl the Bill is passed and that 1s
what's happening.”

Neither the Department of Land
Affairs nor the non-governmenial
National Land Committee were
able to quantify the rate of farm
evictions, but both agree there is
now an upsurge stmilar to that
which preceded the government's
adoption of the Land Reform
Labour Tenants Act last year.

That Act protects the land rights
of long-term labour tenants, but the
new Bil] is the first attempt to ex-
tend land tenure protection to the
oldest and most vulnerable sections
of all rural people living on some-
one else's private land.

“Last year evictions were In-
tense in certain areas affected by
1and tenancy, but this affects farm-
workers across the whole of South
Africa. The elderly are most at
risk,” says Truter.

The farmworkers project has
dealt with seven eviction cases af
fecting nearty 200 rural people since
last month in the tiny triangle from
Heidelberg to Delmas and Kriel
alone. The National Land Commit-
tee safd its Free State affiliates have
recorded more than 1 800 evictions
in the past year, while at least 20
eviction cases have come across the
desk of Eastern Cape affiliates since
February. Lawyers for Human
Rights reporied the eviction of 68
North-West farm-dwellers in the
same peried.

At Rondevlel the farmworkers
are heavy-hearted, but are hard at
work putting the farm in tip-top
conditlon for its new cwmer.

At 2pm on the dot this Tuesday
the men who had stepped to talk dur-
ing their lunch-break looked ner-
vously at the sun. “We have (o get
back to work. We don't want to give
the farmer an excuse,” said one.

“Prinsloo wants us to cut the
grass and paint the farm imple.
ments. We are cleaning the garden
5o 1t will look nice for those who
come to take the farm. Yes, indeed
we are preparing ourselves to be
evictt




‘Great 'd-ay’

for SA’s
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, 'I"Eﬂ'i'fi?:a'l"('forrespondent

- Cape 'l‘own A carnival atmos- |
.phere enveloped the National
Assembly last night as MP's and
farmworkers toyi-toyied to
celebrate the approval by
Parliament of legislation that
will make it illegal for farmers
to evict employees '

-'The Extension of the Secu-
r1ty of Tenure Bill became the
first legislation in this Parlla

_ment’sife to be passed desplte
all the opposition parties'not
supporting it. The bill was
passed with 171 votes fromi-the
ANC, against 77 from the NP,
the DP the African Christian
Democratic Party, the Freedom

.Front and the IFF. o

Land Affairs and Agrlcul
fure Mm1ster ‘Derek Hariekom

- descnbed the adoption. of. the

" legislation as a'“great-day” in

the.lives-of millionsjof South:
Africans working on ;t‘arms i |

. will.be able to sleepfifomght
knowing that something as.
great as this has happened to
our.country,” Hanekomsald.

The bill proposes that ‘ex-
cept under exceptmnal circum- .
stances, people who are on.land
with consent, and Have done
nothing wrong, cannot be

~evicted unless suitable alterna-
tive accommodation is available,
It also provides protection: for
-older. people who have lived.on
the farms for a long time. ;

- “This -legislation will, pro-

' v1de securlty to over ﬁmﬂhon
~peop1e =.'péople; whommthout‘

. tlusprotectmn'could tomorrow
‘be standing 'on. the'gide of the
-road, ’T,Ha;}ekom said."
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g NE 1S overwhelmed by
Oa sense of betrayal by
South Africans when-
ever we pass a piece of legisla-
tion to address landlessness.

This measure, minimal in its
interference  with  property
rights, is opposed by organised
agriculture, mostly white, and
the National Party, which is
predominantly  white  and
serves the interests of whites.

The ANC and PAC mem-
bers of the Land Affairs Com-
mittee did all they coumld to
bring on board stakeholders to
ensure we had a measure which
balances the legitimate inter-
ests of landowners and occu-
piers.

Our reward has been a con-
sistent atterpt to whittle away
every right and privilege we
sought to extend to the vuiner-
able and landless.

However, the National Land
Committee and affiliates dis-
played understanding for the
need to legislate using the Con-
stitution, which calls for re-
spect of property rights.

Opposition to the Bill forces
us to remember historical facts.
Ammed robbery in the form of
the racist wars of dispos-
session, fraud and subterfuge
are the means by which whites
came to occupy 87 percent of
our country. While these ac-
quistions were made legal by
colonial and apartheid adminis-
trations, the landowner’s title
remains illegitimate in the eyes
of the people.

It is inconceivable that the
indigenous citizens can con-
tinue to suffer landlessness.
Our people will no« forever oc-
cupy only 13 percent of their
country; nor be condemmed to
live at the sutferance of others.

These facts jump to the fore
whenever a family is uncer-
emonidusly dumped at the side
of the road.

We refrain from using our
voting strength when we deal
with such sensitive legislation
but if we are pushed, we will
not hesitate to discharge our re-
ponsibility to the electorate,

What then of the Bill which
aims to facilitate long-term se-
curity of land tenure for people
living on other people’s land.

It regulates the conditions

and circumstances under which
residential land rights may be
terminated, and how people
whose rights have been termin-
ated may be evicted.
O When it becomes law, the
Bill will apply to all land out-
side urban areas and townships,
unless this is agricultural land,
[0 The; Bill extends land and
residential rights to occupiers
while recognising the property
rights of owners.

—_—
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PROTECTING THE VUNERABLE . .. The Extension of Security of Tenure Bill aims to protect the

occupation rights of, among others, South Africa’s farmworkers.

Law aims to

This is an edited version of a speech by
PHATAKILE HOLOMISA, chairperson of

the Portfolio committee on Land Affairs
in Parliament during this week’s heated
debate on the Extension of Security of

Tenure Bill. @9 CP 3 ZM?/?-(

Occupiers have obligations
and duties, failing which the
owner may apply for appropriate
relief including eviction orders.
[ The occupier hag a right to se-
curity of tenure, use of the land,
bona fide visitors, family life, ac-
cess to health and educational
services, and the right to visit and
maintain family graves.

O The occupier is not allowed
to harm or threaten others, un-
lawfully damage property, or
help others establish dwellings.
[J The Bill protects occupiers on
the land with the consent of the
owner. This means illegal occu-
pation is not condoned.
O Last-minute changes to the
Bill make sure that right of resi-
dence is not necessarily tied to
employment.

-This means women and child-
ren are not evicted on the death
or dismissal of a husband.

O In a civil dispute, the court
will presume a person in resi-
dence for a continuous period of
a year had the necessary consent.
Where there has been a three-
year residence, evidence of lack
of knowledge of an cccupier’s
presence will not be admassibic.

Right of residence may be ter-
minated only on lawful grovnds.
Moreover, this termination must
be just and equitable.

In judging this the court will
look at a variety of factors.
O The residence of an occupier
whose right to stay on the land
arises exclusively from an em-
ployment agreement may be ter-
minated only if he/she resigns or
is lawfully dismissed.
[ A person over sixty who has
been an occupier for ten years
has life-long residence. The
same applies to a disabled person
who was employed by the owner

or person in charge.

O Awendments make every
person £ occupier in their own
right.

When the breadwinner of pen-
sionable age dies or the disabled
breadwinner dies, their families
are entitled to remain on the land.

They must get a year’s written
notice to vacate the land-unless
they breach conditions or suit-
able accommodation is available.

By suitable the Bill means al-

ternative accommodation which
is safe and not worse. This does
not vefer just to housing but also
other vervices including agricul-
turaf land wicre appropriate,
1 the 2 will be retrospective
to February 4, 1997. Anyone
evicted aficr this date is entitled
to restoration of his situation and
the landowner will be liable to
pay appropriate compensation.

The regufation of conditions
of residence and circumstances
under which eviction orders may
be granted is of course a short to
medium term measure. Parlia-
mert is called upon fo put money
aside to acquire land to provide
permanent  tenure  security.
Where appropiate, developments
will be set up on the land where
people live; in some cases, other
land will be acquired.
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An immunisation programme in May 1997 treated
a total of 2 (00 children under five years of age.

Senerce: Eastern Cape Provincial Heolth Departiment, 1997
Free State: increase/decrease in farmworkers

_:mc._u_.m>mﬁIOm_Sb.mewn&:._nm_.:m.mcw
Agriculture and Land Affairs:t N\l

(1) With what number has the number of workers
on farms in the Free State increased or
decreased during the latest specified period of
four years for which information is available;

- whether he will make a statement on the
malter? Ni8I2E

I'he MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:

(1) The Central Statistical Services undertakes
agricultural surveys with intervals every 5
years. These surveys are the only source for
employment on farm workers, On 5 June 1997,
the information relating to the 1993 census was
released.  According to the Agricultural
Census for 1993 compared with the previous
Agricultural Census (1988), the number of
farm workers in the Free State decreased by
963 from 162 962 in 1988 to 161 999 in 1993.
The next census is planned for 1998.

{2) The number of farm workers declined
marginally (0.6%) during the abovementioned
period which is part of normal cyclical
fluctuations which can occur depending on
prevailing weather conditions eg. Decline in
employment during drought periods. There is

no indication of any large-scale dismissal of

farm workers. \

Department: contracts arranged with foreign
donors

179, Prof B TUROK asked the Minister for
Agriculture and Land Affairs:

—

(1) Whether he or his Department has arrang-
ed any contracts with foreign donors who
have been approved by the Department of
Financc: if so, (a} what progress has been
made with the preparation of working
plans for these contracis for each year and
(b} as at Lhe latest specified date for which

information is available, (i) what amount
had been disbursed in respect of each
working plan and (ii)(aa} what amount
remained unspent and (bb) why has such
amount not been spent;

{2} whether any delays are being experienced
in completing the contracted work; if so.
(a) why and (b) what steps are being taken
to overcome such delays;

{3) whether civil society organisations are
involved in these projects; if not, why not;
if so, what are the relevant details;

(4) whether the proposed National Develop-
ment Agency is expected to play any role
in these projects; if not, what is the
position in this regard; if so, what role?

NIS34E

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND
LAND AFFAIRS:

In the case of the Department of Agriculture:

(1) Yes, for funding the training of smalil scale
farmers by the Repubiic of China.

{a) Finalised

{b)(i) Pilot Project R 352 000.00
National Project R1 384 000.00
National Project R2 000 000.00
(ii}(aa) Nil
(bb) Fall away
{2) No
(a) and (b) Fall away.
(3) Yes.

The following rural communities were involved:

Phokoane Housewives® League, Northern
Province

Nondwem community, near Gravelotte,
Northern Province

Matlala community near Marble Hall,
Northern Province

Maraba community near Pietersbhurg,
Northern Province

Weenen community, Kwazulu-Natal

Bakgatla community, near Sun City in the
North West province

Urntata community committee, Eastern Cape
Province

Thembalethu community in George, Western
Cape Province

Saron community near Portville, Western
Cape Province

Rodenbeck community near Bloemfontein,
Free State Province

(4) No projects have been finalised.
In the case of the Department of Land Affairs:
1) Yes

(a) A work plan and budget covering the
consortium of donors' contribution to
the land reform programme for the first
two years were completed by the
Department and approved by the
consortium of donors in September
1996, This work plan projected a total
expenditure of R31,7 million for the first
year of the agreed project.

{b}{i) By July 1997, a little over one year
from the inception of the donor
contracts, a total of R19.5 million (i.e.
61% of the first year's commitment)
had been disbursed by the Depart-
ment in the implementation of the
project.

(ii}(aa) This leaves approximately R12.2 million
(38%]) of the first year’s budget unspent.
This amount will be added to the
amount available for the remainder of
the projects implementation (now
extended, by agreement with the
donors, to March 2000), which leaves a
total budget available to the Depart-
ment from the donor consortium, of
R93,5 millicn.

(bb) The reasons for the Departmental
underspending in the first year are
numerous, but primarily relate to the
fact that the land reform programme
and its constituent projects were quite

new and had to be set up from scratch.
Simitarly, the Department had to
establish a provincial office network
from scratch, and in the meantime had
to implement its projects via agency
agreements with provincial govern-
ment departments. As the depart-
mental infrastructure, staff and
procedures have been established, so
the disbursement rate of donor
resources has increased.

(2) Yes.

(a) As outlined above. delays have been
experienced with the implementation of
donor-financed projects. These delays
relate primarily to the fact that land
reform and the Department of Land
Affairs did not exist prior to initiation of
the governments Reconstruction and
Development Programme. Appropriate
policies and procedures as well as the
Department’s organisational infrastruc-
ture had to be developed from scratch.

{b) The Department has established a Direc-
torate in each province and has initiated a
comprehensive training programme,
backed with reference documentation, for
all its operational staff. Project implemen-
tation and financial disbursement rates
have, as a result, begun steadily to
improve.

(3) Yes, the Department makes extensive use of
civil society organisations in all aspects of its
programmes — from policy research and advice
to training and technical assistance. This has
been facilitated by the establishment of a
Training and Technical Assistance Fund
(valued at R11 million) and Community Facili-
tation & Support Fund (valued at R9 million),
both of which were sub-contracted out (by
means of a public tender) to non-statutory
organisations to administer on the Depart-
ment’s behalf.

These facilitics have to date provided ior the
contracting out of many projects, totalling over
R6 million, to non-statutory organisations in
support of the Departments land reform
programme.
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Western Cape appoints land tenélg'(;:, c "%S“:ga ts

Louise Cook

THE Western Cape agriculture
and planning departments are go-
ing it alone on farmworker tenure
security — the issue which has
caused a major rift between farm-
ers and government after draft
legislation was recently placed
before Parliament.

he provincial agriculture de-
partment’s Willem Venter said at
the weekend private consultants
were being appointed to find ways
to set up farmworker villages sim-
ilar to sectional title schemes,

A report with “firm recommen-
dations” on how to set up the vil-
lages outside of existing municipal
areas would be completed soon.

“Tt is aimed at dealing with the
workers on farms who have no se-
curity of tenure. This is a sincere
attempt to find solutiong ”

Asl?ed if farmers were laying
off workers or mechanising due to
the land tenure hill recently de-
bated in the National Assembly,
he said farmers in the province
were tolerant and preferred to
keep the peace with their workers,

Reports have recently quoted

.

Western Cape’ agriciltire minis-
ter Lampie Fic criticising the
bill, saying it would fail in provid-
ing tenure security and cause
more tension,

The Extension of Security of
Tenure Bill — aimed at stopping
unfair evictions of farmworkers —.
underwent last-minute amend-
ments this week. These included
grazing and crop production facil-
Ities in cases of alternative accom-
modation, halving the tenaney pe-
riod to 10 years and a review by
the Land Claims Court of eviction
orders granted by magistrates,
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. FARMERS in the former Transvaal
said yesterday they would not ac-
cept the proposed security of tenure

legislation, intimating they would

- “force” government to make the
plamned law more farmer-friendl

. or gcrapit altogether. e

The Transvaal Agriculture
Union (TAU) adopted a motion at its

- congress in Pretoria distancing: its
members from any implementation
of the requirements of the Exten-
sion of Securityof Tenure Bill.

The union instructed the SA

Agriculture Union (SAAT) to have
previous amendments to the bill re-
instated. The amendments were
made when the bill passed through
thé National Council of Provinces.
Several amendments-to the S.mm.q
inal draft legislation were made fol-
lowing months of negotiations be-
tween the SAAU and government.,

- However, last week the African
National Congress muscled the bill
through ité'second reading'debate in
the face of serious warnings that the

legislation would reduce employ-

”
Vs TF
SR I

able to constitutional challenge. The

.bill would make the eviction of

workers difficult, particularly the
elderly who had lived on & farm for
many years.

- TAU president Gert Ehlers said
- the union planned to spell out the
“dangers ' of the legislation” to

Uwo&b&m_ WHmEmmum mb@Bmeﬁme
aware ‘of the extent of the damage

_the planned law would cause to em-_
+ ployer/employeg Telationships.’ ’

“Farmers 'have become careful

‘about * employment " practices on’

farms — they are aware of the pos-
gible disruption this type of legisla-
tion can cause. We are not aware of
any cases of farmers irresponsibly
Hmﬁ.ww off workers, but they do ra-
tionalise theirlabour force.” " .
Lourie "Bosman;, TAU deputy
resident dnd chairman of the

reason for farmers cutting 'their

“work ‘ force was econoric causes

(837%). About’36% was as a result of

YL Tiquidation afid the Sale of farms, 5%
as a result of mechanisation and

10% from rationalisation.
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abour .onEE“mm. .said the main @

ht to the.end over tenure Vm_@wzia\ bill
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ment on farms and could be vulner-

“Tt is an indication of what hap-
pens to a normally healthy relation-
ship when a third party gets in-

“volved or when the climate in which
" guch a relationship has beéi estab-
" ~lished, is disturbed,” Bogman said.

ﬂ..umﬁbm after the ‘congress,
i president Chris du Toit said
the unjon was disgusted at .&rm.ﬂmw

‘the legislation was pushed throug
“Parliament last week. It;made a

7~ joke .of the ‘so-cdlled negotiation
“process”, but'the union was deter-

mined to continue the battle in the

. National Council of Provinces.

i .
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Claims of a ‘whites-only’ area being

set up north of Randburg denied

auteng smallholders at-
Gtempting to evict farm

labourers to circumvent
Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom’s Land Tenure Act
were warned yesterday they
would be prosecuted for unlaw-
ful evietions which occurred
before February this year.

The warning by provincial
housing and land affairs stand-
ing committee chairman Mo-
hammed Dangor was backed
by claims by ANC member Rita
Ndzanga that members of the
dJukskei Crocodile Catchment
Area (JCCA) - attempting to
launch their own independent
local authority, which they had
dubbed a greenbelt - actually
envisaged an exclusive “whites-
only” volkstaat north of Rand
burg.

Her comments came during
debate on an urgent petition
from the ANC’s Lanseria/Blou-'
bosrand branch calling for an,.
investigation into what ap-
peared to be joint action” by *
police and landowners to evict
people in the area.

Warning of possible violence
in the region, Dangor urged
the rapid implementation of
the Mayibuye programme to
give people security of tenure,

Adding that evicted people
were currently foreed to remain
in jail because they had no-
where else to g0, Dangor said he
had last been called out on Sat-

~ and the smallholdgrs ] Iived in

urday, when people were being
evicted in groups of threeto 15.

Earlier, the sheriff, armed
with a court order and assisted
by the police, legally evicted 23
families from the Bonny Bird
chicken farm in Lanseria, said
police spokesman Senior Super-
intendent Kobus Peche,

Their resettiement on a
neighbouring farm was agreed
to by the Northern council and
the Gauteng legislature after
the families started erecting
shacks next to Lanseria Road,
he said.

Wessel Swart spokesman
for the JCCA, which represents

14 resident associations in the |-

20000ha area—denied they were
trying to create a volkstaat and
stressed that the community
was already fully integrated,
with blacks outnumbering
whites by at least two o one.
Rejecting claims of a delibe-
rate attempt to get. blacks off
- the land to beat the neiy ct, he
sald y wantgd o ; separate
loc uthority. because , the.
- reater Johandesiis metrs™
council was in'a thaotic state

an entirely different env1ron
ment fo city dwellers.

Swart said the metro did not
provide any services to the
smaltholders who used septic
tanks and disposed of their
own refuse, relied on boreholes
for water; Eskom for electricity,
and their own tractors to ser-
vice their roads.
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Claims of a ‘whites-only’ area belng

set up north of Randburg denied |

" BY SmLEY Wooncare

auteng smallholders at-
Gtemptmg to evict farm
# labourers to circumvent
Land Affairs Minister Derek
Hanekom’s Land Tenure Act
were warned yesterday they
would be prosecuted for unlaw-
ful evictions which occurred
before February this year.

The warning by provincial
housing and land affairs stand-
ing committee chajrman Mo-
hammed Dangor was backed
by claims by ANC member Rita
Ndzanga that members of the
Jukskei' Crocodile Catchment
Area (JCCA) - attenipting to
launch their own independent
local authority, which they had
dubbed a greenbelt — actually
envisaged an exclusive “whi
only” volkstaat north of Rand
burg,

Her comments came durmg
debate on an urgent petition

" from the ANC’s Lanserla/BlouJ

.*;~

urday, when pedple were iI:nemg

evicted in groups of three to 15,
Earlier, the sheriff; armed

‘With & court order and g,ss;sted

by thé police; leégally’ evlcted 23
families from the Benny Bird
chicken farm in Lanseria, said
police spokesman Senior Super-
intendent Kobus Peche.

Their resettiement on a
neighbouring farm was agreed
to by the Northern council and
the Gauteng legislature after
the families started erecting
shacks next to Lanseria Road,
he said.

. Wessel Swart — spokesman
for the JCCA, whichxrepresents
14 resident assoclahons in the
20 000ha area — demed they were
trying to ereate d volkstaat and
stressed that the community
was already fully integrated,
with* blacks outnumbering

‘whites by at least two to one,

ReJectmg clalms of a delibe-

'rate Attempt to get blacks off

the land to beat ihe; w act, he

bosrand branch calling for pi;'. ?saud“ t&hey’ wattgd, " Sépiaraté

investigation into- what a
peared to be joint action
police and landowners to e\nct
people in the area.

Warning of possible vmlence

in the region, Dangor urged

. og nauthon}y'
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the rapid implementation of

the Mayibuye programme to
give people security of tenure.
Adding that evicted people
were currently forced toremain
in jail because they had no-
where else to go, Dangor said he
had last been called out on Sat-

bea:;.usge fhe..
St b’trbf :
Aa; chaotlc state
and. the smallholders hved n
an entlrely deferent env1ron—
mentto city dwellers,

Swart said the metro did not
provide any .services .to the
smallholders " who.uised septic
tanks' and dlsposed ‘of their
own refiise; rehed .onboreholes
for water; Eskom for electr1c1ty
and their own tractors to ser-
vice their roads.
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« "SA HAD lost 422 000 jobsasa resulf of

- labout laws, SA Agricultural Union

(SAAU) chief Chris dy Toit told the or-

ganisation’s annual congress in Preto-
rialast night.

Du Toit said the congress would re-

flect farmers’ anger angr frustration at

axfovernment policies which they saw ag

*“Hostile to farming and a threat to the
*<{aconomy,

*  In his presidential address at ithe
¢ ;OElem'.n ceremony last night, SAAU
“"chief Chris du Toit hit out at labhour
- laws — SA had lost 422 000 jobs as a

result, he said — erime in the country,
v 7land reform and government’s tariff
« > >and water policies, -

Ve can compete ' against any
farmer anywhere in the world, but we
cannot compete againgt governments,”
he said in a clear reference t» produe-
tion subsidies paid by the EU and US,

oy Duioit said that owing to the sig-
- 'nificance of farming worldwide and the
. - Iact that in SA this sector’s impact on
, the angual growth rate wag nearly

st422 000iobs’
sbe B o o o, D

be a separate one. “A minister
for land affairs with agriculture stuck
on a8 an added responsibility ig simply
another recipe for disaster.

“It is the duty and responsibility of
the state to protect our africlﬂtural
secfor against unreasonable imports

m countries that subsidise farmers
directly...”

On the issue of poverty and food se-
curity, Du Toit warned that the World
Bank foresaw Africa as the only con-
tinent where poverty was expected to
increase over the next 15 years. The so-
called poor countries would house 75%
of the world’s population, he said,

In 30 years more than 66% of the
world’s population would live in cities,
he said, with 2 5-billion more people
nee‘a‘dAinghto be fed, culfural

t the same time, our agricultur
resource base is shrinking; the inten-
tion of government to erect T-million
houses a year over the next five years
means that 10 340ha a year will be
needed — more or less the size of 1,2
Sowetos a year.”
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’rogressive farmer’s
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DAMAGE OF THOUSANDS of rands was caused when vines
“were slashed at a farm which introduced a groundbreaking
schiéme for its workers this year. JUDITH SOAL reports.

THEN Mr Alan Nelson
made headlines in June
for donating a portion of

. hisNelson's Creek Wine Estate at

Paarl to his workers, he didn't

" know he would be back in the

~iews s0 soon because someone

-~ hall vandalised his vineyards.

*  INelson is now offering a reward

of R20 000 for information that

+will Iead to a conviction after rows
<-of young Sauvignon Blanc vines

“:were slashed late last week. -

“ |He is horrified at the damage,

!wHich was discovered on Friday

-and which he has estimated at

#thousands of rands. ’

“This will put production back

two years, and this block will

tof person would do this?” he asks. -
Asked if he thought the damage

oy N

wap relaigd to"his decisionto give
land to tHe {abouress, he Swm tau-
tiolis? “One would really hope rict.”
elson said the response had

-begn largely positive from his

neighboursto his announcement

" that hé would dpnafe not only”

Jarfd, butglse mmmaa%b.o_m the

T o by
%fwu.&. q.w”‘m LNan.._r..,h .

farm's water rights, half the estate's
shares in KWV and shares in the
local co-operative Windmeul.
However, there had been a few
worrying incidents. “Just after the
article appeared (in the Cape
Times), someone ripped the badge
off my car. And some people have
been surprisingly silent.”

The vandalised vines formed
part of estate manager Mr Karl
Allen’s pet project. It was his “nat-
ural vineyard” where he was exper-
imenting with different mulching
and cutting back on the use of
chernicals.

“He looked after these vines like
children, every single one,” said

. Nelson.

# Allen was clearly upset as he
‘surveyed his damaged handiwork:
“We will have to look at each plant
individually and see if it can be

priy

-gdved. Many of them are dead. It

-

E,H.ugwmﬂomomsoﬁw.mbmm<,mm
then the vines in this block will
always look strange because some
will be older than others,

“I've never heard of anything
like it, not on this farm or any

e
E

tLow '

vineyards vandalised
o 1%|10 (9

@)

other,” said Alleri.

Investigating officer Captain
Klaas Cloete of the Paarl police
agreed. “There’s never been an inci-
dent like this around here before.

“If's not just children being
naughty, this is definitely the work
of someone who is very angry with
him and wants to do him serious
damage.”

Despite the latest development,
Nelson does not regret his decision
to give land to his labourers:
“Things are working really well.
We had good staff to begin with,
but the land has made them happi-
er and more productive.”

He explained that the labourers
had asked for another portion of
land so that they could begin by
planting vegetables, -

“We gave them timie off this
week so that they could start, and
they’'ve planted onions. They
worked really hard. :

“Now [ want to get-a sponsor
for them to visit Israel to see what
they do there on the kibbutz sys-
tem. They're doing well, but

.they’re struggling with things su

.as admipistration, which is mms.ﬂ

_them; biyt they will learn,” ¥
Anyone with information

3

about the vandalism can contact”

NEL e

P S

Cloete at 8Q7 4007555 -
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UT DOWN: Alan Nelson {right) and Karl Allen inspect the damage to Allen’s pet project — his “natural vineyard” — that was vandalised last week.

Ison has offered a reward of R

N

20 000 for information that will lead to the amest and conviction of those responsible.

PICTURE: ALAN TAYLOR




Strike enters -

fifth week after

Reporter

THE} Malanseuns Pleasure Plants’
sttikg' at Rosslyn, north of Pretoria,,'

entergd jts* fifth week today with
claimk ‘of intimidation and violence
after a striking employee was alleged-
1y attacked and stabbed with a pair of
scissqrs by scab workers recently. .
More than 300 South African
Agricultural  Plantation  Allied

Workers Union (Saapawu) members ‘

went on strike [ast month after a dead-
lock with management ovmjorking

conditions.g
Employces %eff=on stike after
management introduced 52 working
hours a week while the union
démanded 45 hours,
Saapawu regional secretary Musa
Makhubu said the strike followed a
" deadlock reached at the Commission
of Conciliation Mediation and
Arbitration (CCMA) ‘on the matter
which was filed by the company last
week, .
Management failed to attend.
Makhubu said management had
undermined the union by unilaterally
implementing 52 working hours a
week. He said the strike had degener-
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kelpton staff labourers. ~ el
saidl this after an employee was
1 With a pair of scissors. Jhe
union Saidithe woman was admitted to
Garankuwh Hospital where she was
treated formultiple wounds,

~ Th¢ company’s director Jacques
Malan said: “Management is willing

'?: He

© to talk tofemployees 1o resolve the
dispute as Iong as they want to come -

back to work.” .

Bat he refuted allegations of intim-
idation and violent clashes between
scab labourers and striking workers.

“At present the company has
employed skeleton staff from as far as
KwaNdebele in Mpumalanga and
Mokamole in Northern Province”
said Makhubu,

Reacting to the working hoyss
issue, Malan said according to the
law, an employee was entitled to work
45 hours a week, but an employer
could negotiate with workers on the
hours. |

Malan said failure to agree on
‘working hours had triggered the
strike. "It was in the best interests of
our clients to opt for a lockout and we
hired scab labourers to keep produc-
tion going,” he said.
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THE plight of black farm
workers on white-owned
farms would receive the
S4 Human Rights Com-
mission’s (HRC’s) spe-
cial attention from néxt
year, human rights com-
‘missioner Jody Kollapen
said yesterday.

The decision followed
a visit by the commis-
sion, in eollaboration
with the National Land
Committee and  the
Farmers’ Research and
Resource Project, to the
Driefontein ~ area of
Mpumalanga in August
to investigate allesa-
tions of human rights
violations against agri-
tultural workers,
" Kollapen said among
the complaints raised by
residents at Driefontejn .
was that racislly ‘moti-
vated crimes . .against

committed by - ‘white

: ?Zti’qnﬂ"w; Defénc &
| comifings, e dinee |
i|-ignored by authorities or

-Hot investigate 3%
ily. Workers-also said the .
commandos.had' become

“[+@ law untd themselves:. . |
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their Tamilies who we
allegedly subjected to g
“catalogue of horror,
abuse and violation of
every conceivable right
in the constitution”.

e commisgion
heard allegations of as-
sault and torture using
cattle prods against sugs-
pected criminals,

€ suspects were al-
legedly fetched from
their homes by » group
representing the farmer
and taken to another
farm where they were
tortured and electrocut-
ed until they confessed to
crimes, Kollapen said,

“These matters are
rarely reported to the po-

ice and the suspects are
then returned to the
faim, their condition is
supposedly to serve as a

i

workers
9F

’YT;;errent to otliét;would—

bethieves, " he said.

The commission said
police were investigating
15 cases of asgault on
farm  workers, , by the
members of thecomman-
do in Wakkerstroom,
Driefontein and Dirkies.

orp area in Qctober and
Novemberlast £ar.

C Free State com-
missioner Jerry' Nkelj
said there had been a
surge of human rights
abuse cages . in the
province. At least 34
evictions of farm work-
ers from white;owned
fatms were reported to
the commission between
July 1996 and.July this
year. More than 250
households were affect-
ed by the evictions, Nkeli
said. ——
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Agricultural union slams
land act ‘poverty

et 20]0[97

has asked the land affairs department
~to change legislation guiding redistri-
bution of land in such a way that farm-
land goes to individual black farmers
on the basis of private ownership.
Government’s land reform pro-
gramme was criticised for creating
*dumping grounds” for large groups of
people on high-potential farmland.
This created “poverty traps” due to the
unsustainability of these settlements.

Reacting to government’s plans to
amend the Certain Land for Settle-
ment Act, SAAU legal spokesman
Analize Crosby said settlement
schemes should not be allowed to pro-
ceed unless they were viable,

The settlement scheme helps to set-
tle people on land of their own and to
distribute the state’s R15 000 grants to

“beneficiaries.
. “There is an increasing tendency

d S?
G Ly ‘@D
throughout o whereby com-

munities are purchasing valuable farm
land by means of the R15 000 grant.

e —

“Owing to the large numbers of peo- -,

ple involved, these setitlements often
translate into one cow a family. The re-
sult of settlements of this kind is pover-
ty and the destruction of the natural
resource (land). .

“The SAAU is very worried about
the loss of agricultural land. Where

[T e

settlement does take place, it should
take place after proper planning and

consultation.” Crosby said amend-
ments to the act should provide for sei-
entific studies to assess the impact of
the settlements on the environment.
Meanwhile, Land and Agriculture
Minister Derek Hanekom’s scrapping
of the Prohibition of Subdivision of

Agricultural Land Act, a law that re-
wired the consent of the Minister be- |
ore farm land was divided, has been

criticised by the National Party and
the SAAU. L
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couldbe "
made hrshey

THERE is nothing to stop the
African National Congress from
making the Extension of Security
of Tenure Bill harsher if farmers do
not co-opesate, says an ANC mem-
ber of the National Council of
Provinces. - ‘

“We are not threatening. It'sa
fact and a reality,” said Mr Nyam-
beni Mudau yesterday.

_ The bill, which has already
been passed by the National
Assembly, was approved despite
opposition from the National
. Party, Democratic Party'and the
Freedom Front. It will now'go back
to the assembly for ratification of
NCOP amendments.

The measure, which has been
strongly criticised by organised agri-
culture, aims to prevent unfair vic-
tions of people on rural land and to
give farmworkers greater security of
tenure and better housing. -

National Party delegate Mr Adri-
aan van Niekerk said landowners,
apprehensive of the burdens that
the bill would place on them, were
alreadly employing fewer workers.

_ Land Affairs Minister Mr Derek
Hanekom said :“Let us take hands
and say we care, say we will do
something to improve the lives of
the poor.” — Sapa




Tenure bill’ could be m

CAPE TOWN There
was nothing to stop the
African National Con-
gress making the Exten-
sion of Security of
Tenure Bill harsher if
farmers did not co-oper-
ate, a National Council
of Provinces ANC mem-
ber said yesterday.

“We are not threaten-
ing; it's a fact and a re-

ality, ” sa1 permanen
Mpumalanga delegate
Nyambeni Mudau.

The bill was approved .

despite opposition from
the National Party,
Democratic Party and
the Freedom Front.

It will now go back to
the Assembly for ratifi-
cation of amendments by
the council.

alde harshe é by ANC’

measure aims to
stop unfair evictions of
people on rural land and
to give farm workers
more security of tenure
and better housing.
Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hanekom said it
was not true farmers
were being singled out,
as the bill applied to all
ruralland. -— apa
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* | money had not been forthcom-

Housing project fails

s et

. themforaride,”hesaid. " -

as board

Louise Cook
A PROJECT to butid hofises
for up to 6 000 farm workersin

Bothaville in the Free State
been scuéapered,because
the Free State Housin,
Board’s budget is overextend-
edbyR120m. = . iy
) e project, which began
two years ago under the
Erovince’s previous housing
oard, ran out of steam when
it failed to get the go-ahend for
a government houging grant of
R15 000 a family. i% - . oy
. ‘About 100 Bothaville farm-'

‘ers started investing in the .

project two years ago, buyin,
stands for t{eir workers ans
g_l;oviding them with interest- -
e loans, repayable at R50 a2 '
month, to pay for the land.
However, the project could

go ahead only with a govern-

ment housing grant :of
R15000 a family to build
houses on the stands. This

ing because the Free State
Houging Board was grossly
overcommitted. - - .. _ .
Bothaville farmer Johan °
Hofman said the farmers had
been assured when the project
started that there woulg be no
groblem in getting the grants
or the workers. “The workers
have waited all this time to see
construction begin, But they
no longer believe us — they

" Sources from the dep

R

- Free State housing board
director Mpho Mekwena con-

firmed that the board's budget

was overextended by R120m.

Farmers, fed up with wait- [{

ing, eventually approached
the land affairs department
for' help, but it too could do
nothing as the money was re-
ﬁi;ed for housing, not land.

department administers

R15 000 grants for buyers of

land in rural areas. - g~

»,

ment who asked not to be

“probably” forcing the workers
to move closer to the town to

named said the farmers were %,

getthem offthe farma.  : .. }i:

But Hofman denied these

allegations, saying workers f
in droves at more %

turned u
than one land affairs meeting

in the aren to prove that they £
.“prefer houses to empty land”™. ¢
“They feel that to opt for a ¢

" house is better than to opt for *

land, which is far away from .
clinics, schools and other in-
frastructure,”he said. .
Bothaville town clerk Ben
Havenga confirmed that 1 000
stands had been set aside at
Kgotsong outside Bothaville
for the]})roject before June last
year. If the project was com-

B}_eted it could improve the

i estyies of between4 000and |,

6 000 families, he said.
f
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Farmers warned to
stop evicting workers

in anticipation of bill

. b [47
The Department of Agriculture
and Land Affairs yesterday
warned farmers across the
country {o stop dismissing and

" evieting labourers in anticipa-
tion of land legislation due to
come into effect in the next few
weeks.

The Extension of Tenure Se-
curity Bill, which will pravide
farmworkers with greager pro-
tection, is being finalised by
Parliament and will be signed
by President Mandela and
gazetied before the year’s end. It
will be refrospective to Febru-
ary 4 1997,

“The bill is retrospective in
nature and all those farmers
who are busy evicting their em-
ployees are opening themselves
up to facing cases of resioration
of the labourers to the land,”
said department spokesman
Lala Steyn.

Farmers are opposing the
bill because they believe it pro-
tects only farmworkers, to the
detriment of landowners.

Rural organisations and

Cu)
farmworkers™ unions have re-
ported a surge in dismissals of
farm labourers in recent
months.

The South African Agricul-
tural Union has described the
bill as “a draconian instrument
in the hands of the Govern-
ment”, The union said the stip-
ulations of the bill would result
in the “trampling of their
rights” as landowners.

The National African Farm-

" ers’ Union (Nafu) said that

while it supported government
intervention in protecting the
rights of workers, it had reser-
vations about the legislation.
«The bill is going to increase
transaction costs which our
members will not be able {0
bear;” said Nafu executive di-
rector Andrew Makenete
Richard Ramagabe, assistant
secretary-general of the Munic-
ipal State Food and Agricultural
Workers Union, said the dis-
missal of farmworkers had in-
tensified after the tabling of the
bill in Parliament in February.
“Retrenchments ‘and evic-
tions became a common OcCcur-

Helpless ... Jankie Mofokeng (68) believ
farm because he has lived and worked there for

rence from June to August be-
cause farmers had anticipated
that the bill would be made into
law in September;” he said.

Ramagabe said that because
the situation was not being for-
mally monitored, it was difficult
to determine exactly how many
workers had been affected, but
he believed the figure was in the
thousands.

Ramagabe said several fami-
lies in the Anglo American-

owned Soetvelde Farm in Sui-
kerbos near Vereeniging had
been ordered to vacate cottages
owned by the company.

Most of the employees, who
are in their 60s and 70, say they
have lived and worked on the
farm for between 20 and 30 years
and have no other home. “When
we were employed many years
ago, we were promised that we
woultd be well looked after when
we reached our pension years,”

es he has the right to retire on a cottage on Soetvelde
most of his life and has nowhere else to go.

said an angry Jankie Mofokeng.

Company spokesman Glen
Finnegan said people were not
hastily evicted from theland but
that it had been done legally
after long discussions.

She said only people who
could not keep up with monthly
rentals were evicted and that
there was a growing problem of
illegal squatiers on the farm
which was affecting the quality
of life for legal residents.
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- In the first project of its kind in the country,

*. Workers on the Barthelsfontein farm near

* Mossel Bay have'been allowed to buy their.

- homes and 0 get security of tenure on the farm

. onwhich ﬂleyqupk. e e

Making the arinouncerent, Land Affairs Minister
Derek Hanekoin'said farmer Henty Fischer agreed to'
sel1 3,425 ha ofJand to the workers for R225 000,

T Th'}is‘ihistogie achievement is part of the Southern
Cépe Land Réform Pilot Programme, which aims to
use government grants to' subdivide and buy sections ]
of farms where farmworkers live, )

< Mr Hanekom said land, the title deed and owner-
ship:0f the residential plots and houses were traps.
ferred to the workers, their families and other tenants
mthehouses., . - .

In terms pof the Barthelsfontein agreement,
15 households totalling 45 people will benefit,

“Land Affairs spokesman Joseph Marks said this
small community of farm residents had arelatively
good relationship with the farmer and all parties
actively supported and participated in the process.

' “The plan makes pr;ovisiq;}m-fqr.the stbdivision of

 the 3,425 ha of'land consisting 6f the area of thé houses
and adjoining gardens,This will he divided up into .
15erven and the families will continue to use'the gar-
déns next to their houses for recreation and foodlots,”

Mr Marks said,

]



It seemed like the bad old
days were back in the Free
Statethis week when a white
man was fined for beating a
-worker, writes Ann Eveleth

38-year-old Free State farmer

grinned in the Welkom Regional

Court lnst Friday as he paid a R3 000
efor beating and chaining a shep-
herd to a workshed table, but the biack com-
munity members who attended the trial were
not amused,

The paltry payment ended a yearlong saga
for the burly, khalki-clad Bothaville farmer,
Wessel Wossels,

It changed next to nothing for 55-year-old
herdsiman Samugl Moabt, who had arrived at
the local hospital in September 1996 with
chain around hisneck and blood on his clothes,

Eugene Roelofse, a former ombudsinan who
aftended the verdict, warned the minimal sen-
tence could inflame racial tenstons already on
the rise in the wake of recent farm murders in
the province, “Tfear revenge attacks could take
place. I was frightened by the level of hatred |
saw In black eyes outside the court afier the -
verdict,” he sajd.

Moabi's frail body still bears the scars of a
macabre experience last year that easily con-
Jures up images of Kunta Kinte, the main
character in the most brugal scenes of Alex
Haley's African-American slave-era block.
buster, Roots.

Welkom magistrate Andries Visser con-
victed Wessels of kidnapping and common ag-
sault, The Judgment fell short of the attempt-
ed murder charge Wessels originally faced,
and even further from Moabt's sordid tale,
even though Wessels’s defence advocate, Jo-
han Nel 8C, never called his client — or any
other witnesses —- to contradict Moabi's ver-

- siop of events, Nel only intimated during his
Cross-examination of Moabi that the farm-
worker had precipitated the attack by at.
tempting to steal a sheep firom his employer,

Moabi denjed the allegation under oath and
told the court he had merely tried to prevent
three dogs from scaring a herd of sheep as e

-put them out to pesture, but that one of the
sheep got caught in the kiaal in the process,

It was the story of abuse that was the cen-
tre of the trfal, however. Visser ruled that he
could not accept the ageing farmworker's full
story because medical evidence gathered after
the atlack did not indicate he had sustained
substantial injuries, such as rope-burns or
bruises. The magistrate convicled Wesselg on-
ly of kidnapping and chaining Moabi and
punching him once,

Moabi had testified that Wessels also foreed
him to undress, tied his hands and legs behind
his back witha single rope and kicked ang beat
him unconscious. Moahi eventuaily managed
{o untie the rope and draghimselftoa nearhy
toolbox where he found the teals to break the
chain around his neck free from the table and
escaped to the local hospital, evading Wessels,
who was searching for him with dogs,

Moab! told the Mail&Guardien this week
that a hand-sized raw abrasion pholographeq

* enthis back after the attack — and stijt visible
as a black disAguring scar — was caused by

“something I heard Wessels plugging in when
Twas on the fleor of the workshed, | couldn’t
see what it was butafter that I felt pain there,”

A Bothaville lawyer Moabt consulted about
Possible civil action against Wessels, Toenie
Niewoudt, said he understood why Visser did
not find Wassels guilty of causing the abrasfon,
s “"Moabi could not say what caused it". He
added that the kidnapping charge was dimin-
ished by the fact that Moabj’s period of cap-
tivity lasted only about four hours, Wessels
did not, however, release Moabj after that time

~—Moabi escaped,

Niewoudt, who plans to sue Wessels for
crlmen injuria, defamation, loss of income and

pain and suffering on Moabi's behalf, said he

‘Sadist’
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Tios that bind: Samue! Moabi
Wossel Wessels {top) had used to bind him. PHOTOGRAPHS: RUTH MOTAY

found Visser to be "3 competent magistrate”
who had “a difficult time because there has
never been a case like this before”,

But former ombudsiman Roelofse saw things
differently Roelofse stumbled on to the case
while in the final stages of a new book on the
history of rural abuse he witnessed during his
tenure from 1976 to 1983,

“Of course there have been cases like this
before. What happened to Moabt Is not bizarre,
It's a5 common as boerewors around here, [
don't know why the magistrate asked the de.
fence attorney if there was a precedent, He
should've asked the state,” said Roelofse.

State prosecutor Eiize le Roux said she had
hever prosecuted such a case before but added:
“It's shocking, but only because black rura)
Pbeople don't usually take such cases o court.”

Reelofse cited an “althost identical” 1979
case in which a farmer had “chained a little
boy and then beaien his rescuers s0 severely
that one of them died",

But, added Roelofse, “The palitical, legal
and social situation has changed dramatical-
ly in the intervening 18 years, In those days
the South African Agricultural Union boast-

{above) shows how he escaped from the rope farmor

ed to me about the tranquility in rural arcas
and that farmets as a matter of course left their
deors unlocked, Today we see security gates,
razor wire, special patrols, deputations (o the
minister and appeals to the state president —
in short, the emergence of a siege mentality *

Niewoudt also hinted at a link between
Moab{'s fate and what he called “a lot of ten.
slon in the whole Free State about farmters get-
ting kiiled and everybody wanting the death
benalty back”.

But Roelofse said the growlng security prob-
lems of farmers demands a different response,
“Farmers who add fuel {o the fire need to be
dealt with drastically as a response to a na-
tional emergency, The only logleal solution is
{0 remove sadists from agriculture at least a
decade at a time to Places where they can con-
template their violence behind bars In the com-
Pany of others sentenced for similar crimes,”
he argued.

Roelofse said Wessels “grinned smugly”
when he paid the fine in court last week, but
never apologised to Moabi. “He showed ng oon-
trition.”

ToPAGE 8
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A COLD%Ezle started coming down in the vast
Macleintown-Komga farmland outside East
London in the afternoon and Sgcubutu Siswana
heaved a huge sigh of relief.

This was not for the joy of welcoming the
much-needed dreps for his crops.

He was relieved that another cold night would
not find him in a makeshift tent pitched next to
the side of the road.

Last month Siswana was kicked out of Thorn
Valley farm and dumped on the long stretch that
snakes through the Macleintown farmlands. He

lived there until a neighbouring farmer offered.

to put him up for doing odd jobs on his farm.

If he can get enough money to hire someone fo
move his property, Siswana will join a group of
nine families evicted from different farms in the
area and now temporarily settled at Draaibosch,
a piece of land administered by the department
of public works. .

Siswana had only worked. at Thorn Valley
since last December, but the people he will meet
up with at Draaibosch had served the same mas-
ters for more than half their lives.

Jan Oria, the oldest man at Draaibsoch, is 77.
He knows little else besides farm life.

He was evicted from Waymne Kretzman's
Hopewell farm with two other familes two years
ago,

“] was a young man when I arrived on that
farm. I grew up there, got married and had all
my children there. I worked for Wayne's father
and buried him. I did all sorts of work on that
farm long hefore Wayne was born,” he says, also
recalling saving the young Kretzman from being
washed away by floods in 1870.

Oria and two other former workers from
Hopewell farm, Dambana Mbulawa (62) and
Ngxathoza Matshini (63) say Kretzman fold
them he had to cut down on his ]abourers,

“He asked us to choose among ourselves who
should go. We were six men and we told him he
would have to retrench us himself, We asked
him to give us a piece of land so we could stay on
and cultivate our own crops.

“We were too old fo go anywhere, We would
have been happy to help out where we could for
no pay, as long as we could stay on and do what
\ge_know best — farming, But he refused,” says

ria.

Kretzman could not be reached for comment
this week.

Members of the group say over the years they
had each amassed over 40 livesock.

Oria hastily fished out a piece of paper witha
list of what he owns: cattle, horses, goats, right
down to his geese. N

Tt is two years since the group was gvicted but
most of them could have a case for re-instate-
ment if the Extension of Security of Tenure Bill
passes into law, They are over 60 and have been
on the farms with the consent of the owners.

Part of section 4 of the bill stafes that the right
of residence of an occupier who has resided on

WHAT NOW?. . . Farm worker Sgcubuitu Siswana
after he was kicked out of Thorn Valley farm and
dumped along the side of the road.

the land in question for 10 years and has reach-
ed the age of 60 may not be terminated, provid-
ed certain conditions are complied with.

Although the Bill has been hailed as a posi-
tive step towards protecting some of the most
exploited people in this country, some say it
falls short.

On the weekend farm workers were to gather
in Grahamstown to thrash out their responses
to the Bill. Barbara Manning of the Border Ru-
ral Committee (BRC) wrote that it will not offer
marked relief for people living on land belong-
ing to others.

Because the Bill’s proposed cut-off age of 60 is
tied to the 10 year-period a farm dweller must
have spent on a farm, it's “fough Juck” for those
who are below 60, even if they have spent over
ten years on the land.

The recent Grahamstown summit, which
brought together farm workers from all over
the Eastren Cape, is seen as the first step in
counteracting that, The conference was part of
the campaign by the National Land Committee
to lobby for farm workers’ rights.

The BRC, an affiliate of the National Land
Committee, and its Eastern Cape campaign
partners have been taking up the - farm
workers' cases. They recently supported a
march by farm dwellers to hand over a memor-
andum of their grievances to the Komga mu-
nicipal offices. .

Though statistics are not accurate, figures of
farm evictions sent by the BRC to the Depart-
ment of Land Affairs stand at 93. “Eviction of
farm workers is very much like rape. A lot of
cases g0 unreported,” says Manning.
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ARGUS CORRESPONDENT

- Durban - The Human Rights
Commission has launched an
investigation into the alleged

- . abuse of farmworkers in

northern KwaZulu Natat, which
reportedly takes the form of
beatings by racist farmers.

" The commission said it had been
asked to probe the issue after & com-

MPP mmEo. Mchunu, who also sitson

Farmers
Rights body starts probe into abuse

the parliamentary agriculture
committee,

‘rule by

ed at another meeting, Mr Mchunu
told the commission. He said cases of

Mr Mchunu, previously the. abuseby white farmers were often

ANC’s provincial secretary, report-’
ed that the abuse, concentrated
around Vryheid, reduced workers to
the “lowest level of humiliation and
.exposure”.” : :

\ He said complaints abott the
beatings were made at joint meet-
“ings between workers, farmers and
members of the security forces.

+ Afortnight ago they were repeat-
i

« not properly investigated by police. -

“People allege that even in obvi-
ous criminal cases of heavy and
. bloody beatings, police do not take

. any decisive action against farmers.:
To a large extent they actually con- -

nive with white farmers and there is
even harsher treatment from the
" police,” hesaid. '’ T
Much of the H.mwm.ﬁ,ma ghuse is

te LA AL

“n Ton

LY

centred on the eviction of farmwork-
ers and tenant farmers. Lawyers
were said to be handling hundreds of
such cases. “ ‘

And, Mr Mchunu said, the
impounding system was also linked

to the conflict, as it depriveéd poor
plack workers of stock on which

. their livelihood often depended.

“A1] this has left no doubt in my
mind that on farms we actually have,
the most vulnerable people,” Mr -
McHunu said.

NI

ings’

workers
AR 1147,

The commission, which is inves-
tigating similar claims in Mpum-
alanga, the Free State and Northern
Province, said its depity chair-
woman, Shirley Mabusela, would
handle the KwaZulu Natdl probe.”

This follows last week’s warnings
about changes to laws which affect
farming. _ ﬁ

These are regarded by some as an
end to “virtual slavery”, and by oth- |.
ers as being “an erosion of farmers’

+ land rights”.

N N '

Pretoria — Senior Armscor officials
met early today behind closed doors

. in an attempt to resolve the impasse

. over whether the national arms pro-}
curement agency should go before
the Truth and wm.ncbﬁﬂmmob
Commission.

“ Armscor chiefs hold secret

e T
sl g

] LI
AR B '

A source indicated Defence Min-;; TRC hearing on the role of business

ister Joe Modise had attended the ¥ “during the'apartheid erd.

meeting for a while before leaving
for another appointment, apparently

. with President Mandela.

It was'not clear whether Mr
Modise’s meeting with the president

had anything to do with Armscor’s -

initial withdrawal from this week’s

v

4" Spokesman Billy Nell said senior
membBers of the Armscor manage-

ment team were closeted in 2 meet-

ing whereibe TRE hearing was

being discussed. ’
Armscor has already given the

commission a writtén'statement

talks on deadlapk wit, [B

3

vd frt\~

e actual hearings,” the statement

ahead of the mﬁom,nwﬁ,ﬂm mmmﬂm.ﬁmﬂ //mw..wamoow refused to participate in

duetobegintoddy..

But the commission said in a
statement that Armscor’ had
demanded all guestions in advance,
which if'Wwas not prepared to agree
to.

“Aftor making a written submis-
sion to the TRC’s business hearing,

said.

Chairman Desmond Tutu cau-
tioned that the TRC might subpoena
Armscor witnesses.

The commission urged Armscor
to retract its demand and to attend
the hearings.
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‘Abuse allegatipns probed | SUbstructures
bty %Piz,,qu pr 4 |sign shared -

. s’ DURBAN - Kllégatiohs o abuse of blatk farm. S 1 S lan
. «.workers mainly by white farmersin the Vryheid ’ P
--area in KwaZulu-Natal were being investigated -
~ by the SA Human'Rights Commission, the com: siness Day Reporte,
misaion said yesterday. Bk R M H i £ 7 ]LI!I i’f}-
- .- Commission: spokesman’ Johi Mojapelo said . O Durbian stbstruc-
~the commission Had decided tol ve.étigate the dl-4 | tures signed yester-
' legations after a complaint was lodged by Senzp. | .. day what - was de-
> Mchugu, a member of the EwaZulu-Natal legis- scribed as a_historic
Ja and agriculture ' portfolio” Sommittee, - “record  ‘of . |tin-
" Mechunu had heard of the eged abuse while vig. derstanding” with the
iting black farmworkers in the. ryheid area in KwaZulu-Natal edu-
1995 and lagt vear. AT VI e e | cation de artment,
.~ Mchuny told the commission that atameeting” | _ which would result ir,
attended. by Klack comrritnities; White farmers,.! | " the two tiers of gov-
the police and the army last month, farmworkers ' | - ernment sharing re.
hadcumplainedofbemgbeatenbyfarm L '-:';;f,«g : . sources to provide fa-
.., Mojapelo- said the issue of evictions and the' n:i]itiesintown.ships..
. rights o? farmworkers and tenants would also be * | The cash-sh‘ap(feﬂ de-
' agdressed by the commiseion. Farmworkers had partment had agreed
also complamed that police had not properly in- to make land avail-
vestigated claims of abuse by white farrzers, > i able to the north cen-
. 'The allegations would be investigated by * tral and south central
"deputychaMauSthleyMabuse}a.wéi,Sapa. L b . Bubstructures (which
Co e el B L hE Y ' had funds, but were
: short of land) to build
sports and recreation
' ’ Conmethnes’  deeeribed
. PUBLISHING .. °£ﬁ‘§h s eem:fﬁ“ 33
. oth a “practical an
A LEGAL NOTICE . Tato m;inking o
CAN BE A TRIAL. - 8wer to a real prob-
o SO PUT US ON THE CASE, ;‘m i 3’%12’ ?’%’fﬁg
. Wnﬂhknmmeofﬂseﬁmolemnufm[zplmdmp? mg .ﬁ'l)m e faCl].'ltleB
§ . Let us e you el e, o"ﬁa‘ﬁf.??ui’m”& durmi school hours
Y Boryou 0 ofthe paperwork. fard and the restbgf %‘le
- . - U community nefit-
. ® Sy Tttt B Dyt * ingafter school hours,
3 - press for publicanon, . o ’I‘he agreement was
. ® W will supply the Revermuz Stemps and debit your aecoan, . signe hy_ north cen-
® Youraccount wnllbcdcblmdwimwal‘omrduumu‘cu tra] actlng mayor
40 the Govemmen| Gazene im Pretoris, Tre:lgr lzxt‘):lhomme,
earshests will be maifed on of ication. 3 Bouw cen mayor
® Tearshests lllte Ted on. the day of publ . i Lydia Johnqon, and
© oo comenince. our esenger il ol eat " - - { ' provincial “education
@ Accounts sl bo opeas o C Vincent Zulu at
ccounts wy| opened immeduarely for attomeys. Zlﬂthe?a'nurb;ngityhat»gv
G:vmthlecompellingmdmcemfm:rol’lmmguhndley'our u e or other
L:ﬂlfmﬁm:;lwm.Andmmmjndyouuccpulmle _ joint t;en:w@_etsl bei'
- . 2 tween the two tiers o
. Business Day government, saying
J they would "ensure
CALL DOMINIOUE ON {01 1) 280.3235 GR 280-3000 cost-effective delivery
of services. .
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arings without being re

UNBOWED: Vredenhof workers on their way from the farm yasterd

ay after refusing to attend disciplinary he

presented by

members of the South African Agricultural, Paper and Allied Workers Union,

Farm workers take st

PICTURE: BENNY GOOL

ROGER FRIEDMAN
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS WRITER

BAAS Freddie Kirsten of the pic-
turesque Vredenhof farm outside
Paarl put his foot down when muost
of his workers responded to his
demand that they work 12-hour
shifts by calling in a trade union.

On Monday he temporatily sus-
pended about 50 members of his
staff, ordering them to appear
before a disciplinary hearing on the
farm yesterday.

When the workers arrived at
the farm gate yesterday accompa-
nied by union representatives, they
found it blocked by trucks.

A walkie-talkie toting member

of the Boland rugby side, Mr
Chuistof Lotter, had instructions to
keep the union representatives out.

The union representatives
ignored Litter and filed on to the
farm with the workers.

However, an agricultural con-
sultant hired by Kirsten to preside
at the disciplinary hearing evident-
ly refused to allow members of the
union to represent the workers,
and the workers refused to take
part if they were not represented.

They traipsed back to their cot-
tages up the road uncertain what
today would bring.

The union is to take up the case
with the Department of Labour.

Another day, another labour

T 3

difficulty. Another battle by new
South Africans to find common
ground,

Kirsten says he js working with-
in the provisions of the law. What's
more, he told the Cape Times at his
gate, the workers had always
worked 12-hour shifts during fruit-
picking season in the past, it was
“standard practice on all farms in
the Western Cape”.

The workers say they were quite
prepared to sit down with the
union and Kirsten to negotiate
extended hours,

Mt Johnny Scheepers of the
South African Agricultural, Paper
and Allied Workers Union (Saa-
pawu) believes the workers were

d on hours

being victimised.

The farmer’s demand that his
workers appear at a disciplinary
hearing unrepresented was unlaw-
ful, he said.

While the workers had signed
contracts agreeing to work over-
time, any extension of their nor-
mal hours would have to be negoti-
ated and confirmed by written
agreement, he said.

Scheepers said farmers were
increasingly organising themselves
under the banner of various agri-
cultural organisations as farm
tabour became more organised.

Farmers were hiring legislation-
literate consultants to represent
them in labour disputes.

.\w
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. FAMILIES BEING EVICTED
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THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AFFAIRS is to look into the fiting of
. 43 farmworkers involved in an overtime dispute. Special Assign-
ments Writer ROGER FRIEDMAN reports.

union officials,

The workers were served dismissal
and eviction notices by Kirsten's son
and the farm foreman the next day.

Kirsten teld the Cape Times yes-
terday that he cared for his workers:
“T told them it was a sad day for me,
but that they had been misled and
misused and that this is the end
result.”

He did not wish to comment on
who it was that he believed had mis-
led the workers. He denied that he
had fired the workers, saying this had
been the finding of the “indepen-
dent” chairperson of the “legally con-
stituted” disciplinary committee,

On Tuesday, Kirsten vehemently
denied his workers' charges that they
waere treated “like pigs”,

Mr Manie Damon, Western Cape
secretary of the SA Agricultural, Paper
and Allied Workers’ Union (Saa-
pawu), said yesterday the union had
been in contact with the Commission

ORTY-THREE Paarl farmworkers,

who turned to a trade unjon for

assistance when their boss

demanded that they work 12-hour

¢ shifts, have been fired and served with

notices to vacate their houses, two
weeks hefore Christmas.

Some have worked and lived on
the picturesque Vredenhof Farm in
Noorder Paarl for more than 30 years.
Others were born on the land. Now,

£yith their wives and children, they
\face ap uncertain future.

They have been told to collect any
outstanding wages from farmer Mr
Freddie Kirsten today.

The workers were dismissed in
absentia after they refused to appear
before a disciplinary committee on
Tuesday without union representa-
tion. The disciplinary hearings were
convened by an agricultural consul-
tant hired by Kissten., ;..

:  The consultant refused to conduct
- the hearings in the presénce of the

it

EVICTED: The people who must leave Vredenhof Farm. Some have spent most of their li

for Conciliation, Mediation and Arbi-
tration to ask for urgent intervention.

Saapawu has organised most of
Kirsten’s workforce, but is yet to verify
this membership.

“These farmers must just accept
the transformation process in South
Africa. Nobody is anybody's boss any

more. They still think they are baas
and the workers are Klaas.

“The workers’ eviction notices will
be opposed with all our might.”

Director-general of Land Affairs
in the Western Cape Mr Terrence Fife
said the department would be “fol-
[owing up” the Vredenhof matter.

i ol | et

With the Extension of Security of
Tenure Bill soon to be signed into law,
the department would fail in its duty
if it did not “make Kirsten aware what
he is letting himself in for”.

The new legislation aimed to make
it impossible for people to be evicted
without due process, and even then

ves there and some can no longer work.

s

PICTURE: BENNY GOOL

they could only be evicted for “very
clearly defined reasons”, Fife said.

Worker and shop-steward Mr
Samuel Botha said: “We wili not leave
here because we have done nothing
wrong. We pay rent of R58 a week for
our houses and we pay for electricity.
They cannct just kick us out.”




Tenure bill ‘will
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W'\Jr‘ndh'am'Hartley

' CAPE TOWN — The controversial Ex-
' tension of Security of Tenure Bill will
| be signed into law today or tomorrow
| by President Nelson Mandela amid
' predictions that it will cause massive
| reductions in the number of workers
l emfloyed on commercial SA farma.

|

n spite of amendments to the bill by
| the National Council of Provinces at
lthe: 11th hour of its passage through

Parliament, opposition parties remain
uimplac;ll)ﬁr opposed to the legislation
lwhich wi ?ra.nt tenure rights to farm
{ workers on land which they donot own.
i Inan a%)arent softening of the bill
as approved by the National Assembly,
lthe council changed the clause deter-
\ymining the nature of alternative land
" which has to be sought by both worker
- and faimer. before the worker can be
moved: from the land. The assembly
deemed that any services enjoyed on
_the farm. should also be available on
“the'alternative property. The council
~removed the wor “and services”,
which wag'accepted when the bill went
‘back tothedssembly, . .- . .
*The' “council's largely technical
 amendmients have not placated organ-

n’
P

defeat its purpose’

ised agriculture. Freedom Front coun-
cil member Piet Gous said the amend-
ments were “close to meaningless”.

“Farmers are not hiring or, if they
do, then the workers must live ‘off
farm’, or they are mechanising to aveid
having to employ people who could end
up enjoying permanent rights on their
land,” Gous said.

“What (Land Affairs Minister
Derek) Hanekom intended with this
legislation is now having the opposite
effect.” He estimated that a large .i}um-jfv
ber of workers had already been de-,
clared redundant and were living in;
squatter camps. The farming comimu-;
nity was 0?111)086{1 to the legislation “re-i
gardless of how you polish it”. :

National Party agriculture spokes-;
man Manie Schoeman held a similar,
view, saying changes to the law were?
mainlycosmetic. ¢ 4 ¥

Both said the changes to the bill;
during the cotiiittee stage!of the as-
sembly: weresyery- difficult for organ-
ised agricilture’tgaccept.:, . o

Late ANC; gmendments substan- v
tially- toughened. the-law,, which' had,

the SA Agricultiral Union'hy thedand::
- .Léffafirs de})“é\;‘tiéﬁt:f v I[V"’&”E"i' #‘1‘4 e .,_L
I o i
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been painstakingly negotiated . with .
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“Farm labourers
call for inquiry
into ‘assauilts

and ev1c:t10ns

farm yvorkers who' do net ‘
‘work for a cash wagebut |
" for!- grazmg irights vand
‘the’ »nght 'to"produce a'.

in 'Kw vaZulu'Na-

o0 of ¢ inquiry’
mto aseimli;s‘ d’ evie:
“tio ne.onfarme'

h‘% ;

e o ibe
e}&' j)li 5N
“, iR "“ ‘\‘ ." L o
e q% DRI
on:

751 03 thelbz,
*\% ‘the
lts.and

w /'-u. %_, ;‘-.ﬂg k:'}i’ en

i perﬁmg and sympathls—
“with"  farmers’.
gnevances, Ti0 .one 'Was
prepared to attend to the
abuse of labour tenants
"by farmers, the Natmnal
Land Comm.lttee said. .« |
"' “We should'not allow -
 the future of labout ten:, |
ants to fade away in .the |’
hands “of farmers ‘who
Juetiexpect free: labour,
he committee said. .
vIn September Man-
delanrefused “an . SAAU., ~
L request 0 Set, up. an-im- ‘
o medlate ‘commissionof
inquiry into the pogsibil-
ity ofia’ ohtlcal motive .
behmd e killings; isay-"
-ing: ‘the' mtelhgence.{ser-
vices, were ‘eady i invés-,
‘tlgatmgthelseue‘ e
Smce ithat.. tlme the |
spate of killings'on farms
hag continued unabated;
‘with Free:State Tarmers »
recently threatenmg to,
. “take’care.of? suspected:
murderers themse ves,

\- .'..‘ "
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Farmers threatened to shoot us,

TWEET GAINSBOROUGH-WARING

Several farmers in the Western
Cape have allegedly threatened to
shoot government officials who
have tried to visit farms to
explain new labour legislation to
workers.

A Labour U%mﬁuamﬁ spokesman
said officials had been verbally
abused, threatened with violence and
in some cases had even had to face
death threats when visiting farms to

+ advise workers of their rights under
658w legislation. In some cases farm-
ers have allegedly set dogs on the offi-
» clals.
1y AN o MP g&mﬁm Verwoerd went
2 mm far asto Emnwms her face with boot
I uormd in attempts to get on to farms.
0 " New legislation governing the
éowwu.dm conditions of farm workers
~isin ‘the pipeline mﬁm officials are
g Soﬁchm flat-out to EH,S.E both mmH.B

ers and their employ-
€€s. , .
. The Extension
Land Tenure Act just
passed, protects work-
ers who have lived
and worked on farms-
(for long periods.
Farmers can no
longer evict them.

In the past farm
workers have been
exploited, often worlk-
inglong hours and liv-
ing in cramped condi-
tions. )

The Labour ,
Department spokesman said the
problems encountered by officials
were exacerbated by security fears
among farmers who had themselves
been targeted by criminals: %

He said that while there was wide-
spread “paranoia” among farmers,

Melanie Verwoerd: disguised

say @mo<m33m:ﬁ officials

4) ARG AG

there were still those
who'had gone out of
their way to welcome
officials on their
farms. Frank Pika,
head of the Labour
Centre in Beaufort
West, said the work of
his officials among the
farm labourers was
being severely ham-
pered. )

He said it had been
aproblem for along
time and that certain
farmers were still
reluctant to abide by
labour regulations. ’

“Some of the farmers don’t under-
stand that the labour regulations
apply to them as Smb as other sectors
of society.

“Their arrogance Bmwmm it diffi-
cult for us to speak to them and the

29/4q7

Mr Pika referred to a recent inci-
dent when a farmer accused an offi-
cial of trespassing and threatened to
shoot her if she didn't leave immedi-
ately.

As aresult the official had to leave

the premises and meet the workers'’

representative on the national road.

In ancther incident, when an offi-
cial who had gone to investigate a
case of workers not being paid what
thev had been promised, the foreman
refused to see him, saying the owner
of the farm was in Johanmesburg.

Mr Pika said most complaints
from farmworkers related to assault
and pay disputes.

. ANG members electioneering in
rural areas like Stellenbosch have
also reported a series of incidents,
allegedly involving intimidation.

These have included %m being
held at gunpoint.

k]
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Nothing sinister’|
Nothing ‘sinister-|
R R
{Pretoria - A landowner can Be jailed for up to-
«two years for evicting an occupier withouta:;,;
ccourt order in-terms of the Extension of Security -
«of Tenure Act unveiled yesterday. .

Releasing the Act.in Pretoria, Land Affairs Minis-
vter Derék Hanekom said it wasnot the start of “any-
-thing sinister”. T

“The Act will provide security to over six million
:people who without it could tomorrow be standing on
the side of the road with nowhere to go,” hesajd.

An occupier who has been staying on land with the

permission of the owner since February 4 has a legal
right to remain on the land.
“« A owner cannot cancel or change these rights
without the occupiers’ consent unless there is a good
reason for doing so, and until the occupiers have had a
chance to answer any allegations against them,” the
Act stipulates.
An owner can apply for an eviction order froma
court once the contract entered into with the occupier
has ended,

“Tn most cases where the occupier has donenothing

wrong the court will not grant an eviction order unless
there is another place where the accupier can go to
live.” :
This provision can be overridden if:
M nine months have passed after the termination of
the occupier’s residence right;

o the owner’s business will be seriously jeopar- |

dised unless the occupier’s house is available for anew

employee; and
M a court is satisfied the owner has done everything

* the Act,” he said.

possible to find alternative accommodation for the
occupier.

The i
than 60 ?é’éﬁs”"ﬁ" s disabled occupiers or those old
for more than Ey%imi ];gflltl'livmg on a piace oflarfg
rest of their lives, without havlj?lugetzt‘?vsgﬁ{g there for the

I A ;
t also provides ways in which occupiers can obtain

long- i
g-term security of tenure or become landowners

themselves with financial aid from the state

Th -
e Act protects iandowners by stating that ocen-

ie
Piers may not harm or threaten other people on the

land, damage
up dwellings, property or help others to unlawfully set

Sh i
o ggégraﬁggggtgggﬁ :X;‘Ct an occupier without a
oou A orup totwo
p to R40 000, or both, and occupiers in sgc?la;scoaggggg

apply to a court to have their resi

decent pgﬁ elk om said the majority of landowners

had dope m!; t%gl;o did not eviet vulnerable peoplev:flfe
wrong and had nowhere else to go °

Such decent larédowners have nothing to fear fro
e s Salt _he1r own moral standards alreau:;n
mawe that th X ‘tmzll behave within the ambit of thy
iour and binds e\(;erfyd;;seftlod?tce%t aard ofbehav?
: _ ! it — it enfi

eri\c}ingxaa;‘,gﬁ gxt:g c;gl%y acceptabie beﬁ;ﬁgﬁi‘c’?mmon

aid landown, ie
e I ers and ce
e same things - security and stabﬁ%?eﬁ?ﬁé

was aimed a i ;
Sapa t helping them to achieve these goals, —
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Hanekom voices high praise for tenure secyrity act |

.+~ LouiseCook 7 3 ~» : 'The National Africen Farmers’ Union The act gave people on Tiral or periur- mg to inform people of their rights and  come this problem, and that a special bud-
. - e - e *. welcomed the law, but said “the only prob- ban land stronger rights to the ground on  defuse situations of pending evictions in- get — based on the size of the overall land
ingsPRETORIA — Security of tenure of more lem” was that it would push up eosts for SEornwomﬁonnmabm. ortolandclosehy. - volved an extensive radio campaign over affairs budget next year — would be set
motighan 6-million farm workers and rurel peo-  black farmers wanting to buy lan: .- - It also lajd dowm procedures that must the next few months, ﬂﬁ&uw._ﬁno es, asideforacquiring suitable land. )
954 ple would be improved by the Extension of The National Land Committee, B%nu%. be followed before anyone could beevicted.  legal aid through the Le, d m..m._i and The act would be enforced hy the -
15 menu.ﬂ.q of Tenure Act, Land and Agricul- senting landless communities, also backed Hanekom said in Pretorip that the act on-site developments whereby farmwork- istrates’ courts, the Land Claims Court gmg
ture Minister Derek Hanelom said as the the new law and said the time had come for  was “the most significant and far-reaching ers could obtain ownership of the land on  insomecases, the provincial High Courts.

%

AY
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{

W9 new measure became Iaw on Friday, - farmers and farmwarkers to work together  piece of land reform legislation to date”. He  which they lived, or of land nearby. Mesanwhile, another propoged law close-
wnuﬁn The act has invoked mixed reaction from  tofind solutions. - urged landowners to te to melke it However, SAAU legal spokesman Anal- mewmmg the new act — the Prevention of

25 dandowners and landless people. . Parts of the act applied from February 4  work, saying that ano government  ize Croshy was sceptical, saying thatin all Unfair Oan_muummg of Land Bill — has been,
8ia3i  The SA Agricultural Union (SAAT) said  this year. This meant that certain people wonl push formore radical measures. probability farmers would have to solve the  tabled in Parliament. The planned law

saiidespite it having been involved in the con-  who had been evicted from land since that Land affairs director-gencral Geoff * 1ssue of alternative accommodation them- would lay down eviction dures where
foiegnltative process from the beginning, the date couldnow either try to get back onto  Budlender said the department was fully selves, Hanekom pointed out that in some people lived on land without the owner’s

..bmﬂ_mﬂﬂuﬁmvmeﬁmmnﬁngmﬁanr. aww_mnm.a—.mg_wmonaoﬂumumwmcu.: geared up to implement the law. Back-up cases land was donated by farmers to over-  consent, Hanekom said.
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10T
3BT A ~nmmmant An wenla Iy ...nﬂ.o. S m.m g, — Y

-




@

Cad Iidﬁ%'se Cook

Squatters jlud‘gé‘ ‘
St Py B[ 180 9

ALAND and Agriculture Minister Derek Hanekom
- had to speed up processes to resettle a group of squat-
- ters who had invaded land belonging to black cattle
. farmers in Mpumalanga, Judge Daan le Roux said in
* the Pretoria High Court on Wednesday. .
- The judge, who granted the squatters 2 third ex-
. 'tension of an eviction order which was supposed to
have been executed during 1996, said if the minister
.« failed to move faster the land’s owners would lese all
confidence in his bona fides and that of the land
» affairs department.

] Despite strong arguments to the contrary, the ex-
- tension was granted for the squatters to remain ‘on
~the farm for a Further four months to give thé de-
~partment time to grganise alternativeland,  * *
- However, the judge granted a request by counsel

Adr the farmers that March 31 would be the’cut-off |
*’date, irrespective of whethér their was altérnative

' _land was available ornot,” '

terwards the goverriment; was ‘very unfair’ ...

-7t “We have our grazing and forestry totally .dam-
Jngged by the extra people dnd even the wateti(for the
*~gattle) has been ;Boisbned.‘MoreO}fer, no one has gven
~10NCE, come forward to offer us any form of coriipen-
" gatibh,” Moepi said. , Coo

=x" Hvidence wasled during the case thiat the local

N
pe]]

Spokesman foi the farmers Regina Mpbp'ifflgéid af-

ts onus on
i

councitof Témbahad paid for the squatters’ defence.
Sources said the amount involved — for which there
was no statutory provision —was ’200 000.

Counsel for the farmers, M Leathern, denied the
farmers wanted to see the squatters homeless and on
the side of the road, but pointed out that earlier this
year the squatters ‘refused to move despite the fact
that there had been land available at an area known
as Greenside.

Leathern said despite expert opinion that only
minimal work by the department to prepare the
Greenside site was necessary, the squatters rejected
this and insisted on remaining with the farmers.

The judge said the émachinery of the state is
glow”, and granted the exténsion of eviction. The
original eviction order was granted on March 7 1996.
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. ..Farmworkers, who must ome early to avoid losing

......

‘money, get treatment the
A A * u ST et v\m\\ﬂ\_\ t

yyopever hagihgtore
* mmhe Mogale Glinie Ezmn%mmcmﬁ_mwai. .. Swanggmk on_:.sm_ﬁ. Mu.. es- " Knocks on Both. tiefr* front deors are not, -

i. ] Pl brick building in what feels like the * day afternoon, the clinle was quiet, with not & ..”.uncommen, .
. M middle of nowhere, Surrounded by farm- : single patient in sight” ° ~ “.w "o The people of Magaliesberg place so
+ ; lands; the experts will tell you the clinic serves \©  Mahmare said one of the main reasons for -, much confidence. in the clinie that women
+ & community of 70 000, but you will not seoany *; the afternoon Iull was poor laboinr relations on ” oceasionally .'choose to have their bables
¢ homes or large settlements. ¢ - \.uany of the surrounding farms. 557 45y, yithere, vt ¢ T
5" The people who visit the elinie are labourers ", ., - " Neat and clean &7« ~# - | Although they are meant to travel to one of
;. from farms in the repion, The community chose . - . a (s - ,the nearby hospitals for the birth, some women -
© #, the site for the clinic, but many people stil -*' “Farmers take money out of the pay of the - "avold hospital costs by arriving at the clinic -
.+ travel long distances to reach Sister Elizabeth ., workers if they take time off to come i6 the % fully dilated. K ,
. Mahmare and her small team. .* clinic, 80 most iry and come very early in the - -*We warn women not to come here, but they
. Two small houses next to the clinic are morning, before the day starts, to avoid that” often arrive when there is no time Ieft to get
-+ " home to Mahmare and the clinle's visiting Cub- - she sald, M. + them to a hospital, so we just have to deliver
_an doctor, Dr Leonardo Cruz. " ' _The exceptionally neat and clean clinio ' ‘here,” Mahmare said.
. The clinie, which is in a sub-district of Kru-  offers treatment for all chronie llinesses, family, . Aithough the job gets lonely at times, hoth
.. gersdorp, attends to about 180 patients a week. plauning, immunisation, dental care and emer-  Cruz and Mahmare believe they are achieving
The hospital closest to the clinic is Pagrde- gencies, something in the town. .
kraal, about 40km awsy. Leratong Hospital, With Cruz and Mahmare on the property, the “Here we make a difference, we are giving
frequently used by the staff for emergencies, ir people of the area don't have to go very far if these pedple a service they have never had
70kn. awny. - they need urgent medical care, and late-night  before: the right to basic health,” Cruz said.
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Louise Cook * - TP “fb‘éfiﬁ'flf last week for R8m, The dewown- Oricho said the process wasslow, “We §
. . - &8 have 10 years to repay a bank loan, get g Iot of proposals for schemes, but

FARM equity schemes, intended o raised with government’s settlement often from financially cri pled farmers

transform farm workers into sharehold- grantof R15 000 g household. who see it as g way of off-loading finan. |
ers, were slow to take off but allowed o o other schqmgs, based on the cial mf'floblems....

greater degree of “Productive and mean- leyerage—capi_ta] principle are operating e department does not bale out

- Farm equity schemes ‘slow

in and reform”, land affairs director mixed farmg in Mpumalianga, Twe fruit-  nonviable businesses, (Before ap roval)
orge Oricho said Yesterday, roduction schemes are ogerating inthe the operation’s financeg and viabi.ﬁ are
ince the concept was introduced two sVestem Cape and in the Free State scrutinised, all of which takes time,
years ago, 16 schemes were being devel- workers bought into 5 sunflower farm, Oricho said one of the biggest beaefits
oped. Land transfers had been finalised During the past two years 1215 of an equity scheme wgg tﬁe improve- |
in five cages, househglds have become involved in ment of productivity on the farm; trans-

The most recent deal involved an egg  farm equity schemes or set up farming forming " workers into co-owners had
farm outside Pretoria with 4 turnover of operations with the help of the depart- more éoten!:ial for productive land re-

R8,3m 3z year, which 16 farm workers ment and the settlement t. C ) formt i
. % 4. o

simple red f?tialfrtl%l‘
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at.of2an African-National Congress

<mployment ou, the: Anglo -Amgrigin
sowned,: Uitylucht . farm ‘in the! Vaa
+ Rk AL e 3 AR

yTriangies $4°
foas

k)

a2 Sedis;chave besn givén until
“January 1 'tovacaté the property. .
¥A total of five families were evici’
0 .

E o d ot
J Jears;-have '

Hman £ of fhie. Suiderbio Trdnsitional:

Rural/ Council M George. Maile, who
has not yet left the farm: = -

The workers staying at the 2 500-
hectare farm' were retrenched follow-
ing a’ciccular by Anglo which stated
that since 1978, Uitviucht had made a
loss of R2,8 million. L .

Ttie families staying at the farm are
employed by Anglo.and stay there on
condition that. _they .work, The.
retrenchments- means they have, (o
leave'the farm. oy
Maile, who first canie:to the farm

" “the property. :

councilldr, have been left homeless
after they were retrenched fromys

tn-fod miofes

cluding: that of chairt ;

1984 rédéived *his eviction ordérs

+:in Ottober, but has not yet nioved off
Lo foae

He said he was-currently’ sqita(ting

. and could not:abandon his constitugn-
ﬂﬁdlﬁa‘@‘i}eﬁﬂﬂn

+ o S1ELa8 aouncillortan be evicted,

§ Whatichance/do"thése ordinary pedple

e ask&d Maile. RS

‘o

RS

s -
s SR g T

‘Attq;gpﬁs_ by thelodai ANC'bianch to

Interyenes {0/ $t0p ; the "retrenichments

and ‘eViction's ‘have tailed: The local

¢ Council ISHIo0KINg dt seouring an alter-
: mative place! for “pepple sfacing -eVic-
tion,” he said.” 7" - o -
“We do noi believe the farm oper-
" ales at a loss, The evictions have been
coming for;some time now. '
“This became evident aftef the
launchi of ANC's local branch when
we received a letter from Anglo’s Cape
Town office Wwarning us that the farm
Was not a tertitory for politics,” said
‘Maile, . Lo
Anglo ;  American  Industrial
Relations, ‘manager Ms  Sharon
* Hosking declined to comment.
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