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WHEN Humeless Talk newapaper
‘started in Johannesburg three years
ago with 500 cnples, there were onl:';
seven vendors, Y e

Today 500 Toen. and wumen can be
seen at intersections in and around Jo- ~
hannesburg gelling the newspap: er,
which retails for R2aco Py
- In the past six mon 11'; has gruwn
from 19 000 to 30 000 ; issues a mnnth
and there are noreturns. PN

Project co-ordinator Glen Grant
58YS they are ahout to launch the pub-
lication nationally.

“After all, homelesauess 13 not onl
confined to Johﬂnnesburg It is in,
SA major cities,” he said. "

He said one of the advan

ublication was that it offere

ors a means of a living, Sell-
ers buy a copy at 80can sell at h and
theykeeptheprofit. . -~ A} .o

4 -'.n..n;r'

es nf the
the ven-

“Grant said some sellers started uﬁ' the initial capital outlay for the project

3leepmg on the streets and were now.
able to afford accommodation. ™ % ;2

¢  QGrant said it should be un&ersimiﬁ‘
that the people selling this Eubhcatmn |

were not the usual “junkies” who slept

on the city’s pavements. He sajd most

Feople became humeless because uf a
Ckﬁfem 10 i ST

He said the 1dea of the newapa or

was cupled frum Eumpe and the S ;

Aoty y:
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people § M
’r..;,.l qac al"Ir\--.-"'

_ gettlements in areas such as Braam- |

g0 nat10na1 |

‘where some no

.- pations working
- duced small-scale publications to high-

light the phght of ua‘e who were vnth- 1

ou t shelter

‘Homeless Ta]k is prnduced in Jo- ) £,

hannesburg and the stories are written

bythe homeless people themselves. - Ir 5

Five years ago Lazi Mthembu, who
Eella Homeless Tatk at a busy intersec-

‘tion along Corlett Drive, came to Jo- |

“hanpesburg from Msmga, KwaZulu-
. Natal, in search of work. After walking
“the clty’a streets and being arrested fnr
various petty crimes, he joined the
- Homeless Talk team as a seller, He
‘now hasnoplans to get anotherjob. - .
“There are some white people who

. buy a copy at R20. But sometimes I do |

nut make a single sale,” he said.

Sellers sign a code of conduct which | £
bmds them to conduct sales in a man- | § -

nerﬁthmgthevalues ofthe project. .-
- Although Grant would nnt say what

an with donafions

. 'was, he said it be
needed dnnahons

-and grants and s
‘tokeep going,

The newspapéf hes @ board of ’

trustees and a.production and distri-
“bution team who work closely with the
editorial team drawn from homeless

fontein, Pageview, Newtnwn, Hﬂlbrow
andJoubﬁrt Park. L
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3 'SUBSIDIES woﬁm_bﬂmuwm mE _”Edm .naﬁﬂﬂu and local council offi “tion on various issues, but particu- .. “economic and. social
' © 7 T'|been approved for e1 t low-cost in-:#'  Bhiman said the City mEHm F..m_waﬂummmouﬂvmm citizens % mb.mﬁwg aveas. = e,
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. 4. | undera mu gramme co-ordinated _uw - hicle drivin ﬂ%wﬁm development of the Fuﬂmﬁm between current Emn...mu&mﬂaﬂ plan dealing with the " mbmm_mubm contracts to release
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. ' | er Alex Bhiman said if the pilo b.m GOs) working with the honieless.’ “the National = Housing H...E.Eﬁ _of management structures. 'Projects presently run by local coun-
gramme Was a success, it was The strategy aimed to -reinte- © Trust’s Inform magazine. ~"* The implementation plan mumn e -cils wo d be handed over to NGOs
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ing : deparhnent an- L
nounced yesterday that
a pementage of all low-

“cost houses built in the
gomcethmyear would
cumtonmed for dlB-
De artment spokes-
ur Ndlovu Eﬂltg
werlookl ‘the fact that
disabled people needed -3
"wider doors and other Y
featurestoammmodate

- oy, g
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f‘* He Baldthepmwnclal Ko
houﬂmg board would fi-
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.gazine. ' - The implementation plan also  cils would be handed over to NGOs alterahons ar severe
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The Government has approved

- R85-million to create 17 000 jobs
"~ in rural areas as part of its
rural poverty relief pro-
gramme, Public Works Minis-
- ter Jeff Radebe said yesterday.
Speaking in mﬂmwcﬁm Ra-

debe said the projects, which °

ﬂcﬁn m_..mﬂa on hmﬂﬂm.ww 29,
would create about 12 800 tem-

- porary and 3840 permanent

jobs.
He hoped that women would
comprise at least 65% of the

labowr force in about 100 pro-

jects that would concentrate on
the development of rural com-

. munity infrastructure. -

The projects involved the

Lerm s ok o e — e

98

eﬂb&bm of roads, wﬁﬁ%ﬁ would go a long way to-

ping facilities, micro irrigation
schemes, dams, shearing sheds,

markets, storage facilities and

classrooms,
The areas targeted ﬁmﬂm Em-

pangeni, Shobashobane and .

Nongoma in KwaZulu Natal,
which are mostly Inkatha Free-

- dom Party strongholds.
Radebe said the develop-

wards reducing the polarisa-
tion of communities.
Qumbu and Tsolo in the

Eastern Cape would alsobe de-

veloped. Unemployment in the
area was a major confributing

- factor to the appalling living

conditions which often created
conflicts over stock theft.
Northern Province villages

ticipating in the projects.
The department, which
would act as the project man-

aunthorities to adhere to trea-
sury instructions from the of-
fice of the exchequer:

targeted by the schemeNinclude  ager; would also seek to develop |
Ha-Mulima, Ga-Modjadji, Ga- the management skills of local
Ramogale and Ga-Mamaboloin authorities to enable them to |
the Pietersburg area. - take over and successfully run
Radebe said the programme the projects.

" would emphasise vocational A programme management
training such as building and . team and an auditing firm had
plumbing skills for those par- been appointed to support local




R85m rural antipover

D Aan\as

Stephané Bothma

PRETORIA -— An R85m rural an-
ipoverty programme to be
launched by the public works de-
partment at the end of the month
would create 12 800 temporary
and 3 840 sustainable jobs over
the next four months in the poor-
est communities in the Eastern
Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and North-
ern Province, Poblic Works Min-
ister Jeff Radebe said yesterday.
At a news conference, Radebe

descxibed the “fast-track” pro-
gramme as a “people-centred and
people-driven project”.

communities would be

“directly involved in defining, plan-

m.mbmm.ﬂﬂmﬂmhﬂ.bmﬂwmuu?
gramme, he said. -
It was simed at the poorest ru-
ral communities, and especially at
E.mquaﬂmu. e 3

& programme supports im-
proved access to trade @Mﬁcﬂnﬁﬂ
ties such as roads, bridges and
markels and aims to promote the

-

-.H'#

direct ﬁﬂn&ﬁUﬂqm process in the
community like food production,
irrigation, refuse B.._mmnﬂaF Te-
plenishment of building materials

Wmmmwmmmmmﬁrm ﬁo&q mHmm.m
were Qumbu and Tsolo in the
Eastern Cape; Empangem,
Shobashobane and Nongoma In

and maintenance of community . KwaZulu-Natal and Ha-Mulima,

assets,” Radebe said.

- Other aims included labour-
saving mechanisms such as water
and fuet supply, social cohesion of
the community in the form of mul-

tipurpose halls and sport facilities
-and _environmen protection

such as erosion protection, bush
clearing and sanitation. - -~

by
k-

. . . ..__.. ] j
Public Works Minister Jeff Radehe at a news briefing in Pretoria yesterday where he announced a
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Ga-Modjadji, ﬁm.mwﬁﬂuww.—m and
Ga-Mamabolo in the Northern
Province, | o

In addition to creating tempo-

rary . and sustainable jobs, of

‘which 8 320 wonld be for women,
Radebe said about 100 projecis
would also facilitate training.

He said gunmh projects mﬁﬁnmm
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ed building access roads, livestock
dipping and handling facilities,
micro irrigation schemes, village
bridges, wood lots, livestock dams,
shearing sheds, markets, storage
facilities, fencing of grazing and
arable lands, facilities for bus and
- taxi ranks, multipurpose centres
“and classrooms. .- -
* “The project is not ex-

haustive in texrms of the needs of

. the commumities, but is an indi-

W E R

)

ty programme is pla

i

b ]

1
-

L%

nned

cioeconomic mﬂuﬂdqmﬁmﬂw in the

ted areas,” he said. .
. Radebe HMWE his departmen
had appointed a programme Iman-
mmmEMMM team and an auditing
firm which would provide support
to ensure adherence to treasury
instructions of the office of the
Exchequer. - -
| Hﬁnm.ﬂu ject wouldr+be imple-
mented WM_E, January 29 to June
30 this year through a process of
tendering, design, project plans
and construction, he said.
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uauum.nﬁm no\umﬁgﬁcﬁm marn-
;. agement structures siill remain _
.. top-heavy with white conirol.’
s One senior official told the Sai-
ﬁﬁ&a@ Star that the “affirmative
< action policies in place in busi-
. ness have been totally _maawmn in
| welfare sfructures”. _
‘Nacoss notes it often made
. representations to %mwnﬁm:ﬁ
" but it “never raised isstues such
« as police brutality or the deten-
“tion- of children together with
~hardened criminals. It never
once lifted a fingerin support of
a staff member of a welfare
organisalion deiained in ierms
‘of the Internal Security Act.”
v 'The racial division of welfare

"'1 ,l.
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mmu.ﬁamm proved. costly and: time:-

“eonsuming; and led t67asmiilti-
“plicity of procedures and a
breakdown in effective welfare.
 The Greater Jobannesburg
‘Welfare, Soeial -Service and
w Devélopment Forum noted that
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- - 'The Greater
Johannesburg
.~ Wellare, Social

Development
- Forum notes in
ci o_mmmwmmm.ﬂcu +.»its submission
Emm.ﬁ that children from -that “abandon-
y -eould be classi- edbabies of un-
munﬁgmnmmmom. ‘ecertain race
Eomm,. H_m.mn ...,.H care, separated + were left - in
. nﬁmﬁmﬁ Adnstitutions for

Lo _mﬁm?u« ﬁmﬁ@ﬂm to mpm serious

' some ﬂmmﬁﬁﬁm about their

classification.” mgmﬁ:mw (racial) appearance.
-“In sonie parts of the country,

/Society; (classification: Indi- - a..._m ‘wrong® ‘race classification

n younger ages to _,mw

] .E&mﬁ..ﬁmﬁ mwuu_mw mﬂuh. who was ﬁ_m House E.
Hcﬁga; mﬂ: ‘b
~ehild* ‘was removed from his
ﬂEmEm_. ‘onsthe’basis of a social
n: n,ﬂ_ﬂﬂauwﬁ. ._,H.mm.ai In fact, it was<
= thé:police ‘who; ‘bombed Khotso - ‘Service and
mcﬁmm_. gaum mmnEQ police-

Police detained ME&@
Gunn after the Khotso .
House bombing and ~§.
still breastleeding son -
was removed onthe
basis of a social worker- .w
report. Later several _.
policemen admitted they -
were g@%& the @QSS%

in February 19
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be /aaﬂgnanm_urd%mﬂnmn w%
ﬁwﬁm .E.%.Emmﬁcum in Iinking
up dﬂ_ﬁ the relevant state -
strizetiires, and extreme internal
E@Eﬁwmﬁﬁ resulted for those
attempting {6 ‘serve all mnaﬁ_m
simulfaneously”. = -
~_-Salaries were also different —
white .__ﬂm:E.m groups received
up to three times more than
black groups, and similar pat-
terns applied to pensions. In
1983 a black pensioner received
RA40 a month, compared to R122
for a while pensioner and R71
for Indians or coloureds. -
Child welfare was at the bot-
tom of the pile. No mainienance
granis were afforded black sin-

.. gle mothers, -and foster care
‘granis; were paliry at RS0 a
month: for ‘white foster parents

per child. R71 for coloured and
Indian “children and R24 for
black children —and black foster
parents: “often had to wait 5. to
two %mmh.@ tobe paid.
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. in the 1980s when incorrect identity
documents were issued to give black.

Seeiel workers under epartheld S “* pensioners a younger age and so

adopted the guise of spies and
frandsters and removed the _ -

* children of anti-apartheid

activists from their parents,

" welfare agencies have submitted’

in documents to the Truth and

" Reconciliation Commission.

Apartheid divisions also placed

| huge financial burdens on the welfare

sector frem Whiﬂh it had not yet

" recovered.
+ Inthe deeuments,-whmh havenot
yet been made public, agencies admit:

B Welfare structures were

- involved in state-security and “tetal *

. onslaught” practices.

8 The Fundraising Act, whmh
allowed search and seizure, encour- .

aged secretiveness among anti-

apartheid fundraisers, which led to

- abuses of the likes of the case of Fred-
- 'die Steenkamp, who worked with -

~Allan Boesak,
M A policy document of lgﬁﬂwueh.g. raelallyd

. dominated welfare policy for two-

decades excluded black welfare work- .

ers from major structures in order to

~ prevent them from going into whlte

. areas. -
. mThe Afrikaner secret organisa- '
tion, the Broederbond, took an active .

role in managing welfare policy

from Afrikaans women's organisa-

+- tions and solidified around the “poor
. white problem” ofthe 1930s,

B Abuses in pension payouts .

“included extensive and well-

documented fraud. There was a time

~men have since
-tﬂlcltheTRC |

norms meant that ;

" exclude them from payouts.
" B Social workers wrote reports

| that saw children removed from polit-
ical-activist parents. After the bomb-

ing of Khotso House, police falsely

acctsed and detained Shirley Gunn,

who was still breastfeeding her son.

The child was removed from his
mother on the basis of a social work-
er's report. In facf, 1t was the pehce

~ whe bombed Khot- ., T

so House, various. . ._
gsecurity police-

B Differing ra--
‘¢eial cleeezflcatmn =

children from the =
same family ceuld
be classified differ- -

“ently and, in the case of those in need

of care, eeperated and placed in.
ferent children's homes,

B Welfare organisations were
threatened with the withdrawal of "

 subsidies if they gave help outside of |
theirracial classification.

- Durban’s Phoenix Child and Wel -
fere Society - classification: Indian -7/

"was a rare example of a prineip’.ed'

' organisation which con

. which started in the previous century -

- doned babies, and mothers of mixed-

aid to mixed-race couples, black aban-

race babies, in spite of threats frem

" the House of Delegates.

The Greater J ehenneeburg Wel-
fare, Social Service and Development
Ferum. notes in its submission that

' “abandoned babies of uncertain race

nued to give -

ARG 10/

were left in institutions for lengthy
periods, to the serious detriment of
their emotional development, until
there was some assurance about their
eventual (racial) appearance.

“In spme parts of the country, the
‘wrong’ race classification could auto-
matically lead to children being
expelied from the area-such as blaek

. children in the Western Cape. "

The SA National Council for Child

_end E‘an:ulsr Welfare reported in 1974

that its commit-
tees “for Indian,
-coloured
Bantu child wel-
fare work met sep-
arately for the
first time in Feb-

met annually
under the chair-
maneh1p of their ownrace”.

A year after the Soweto students’

" uprising of 1976, the Indian division
_of Child and Family Welfare refused

‘to remain under the SANCCFW
umbrella unless it adopted a nonra-

" eial constitution, and the black and
. coloured affiliates followed suit. Only
" in 1982 did the eeunell adopt anonra-

. cial constitution.

The National Coalition for Social
Services (Nacoss) says that by the
1980s “it became very convenient to
say that the most practical and eco-

nomical way of dealing with (welfare) °

was to develop a good model for
whites which could later be copied by
other racial groups.”

and-

Q,\makes submissions to TRC

Its fere>unner, the Well') Liai-

son Committee, was heavily influ-
enced by the Broederbond, which in
1983 succeeded “in having a matter
removed from the agenda in connec-
tion with the building of prisen-like
institutions for African children, on
the grounds that not all national
councils were in favour of discussing
it”, Although many welfare organisa-
tions have developed nonracial con-
stitutions, management structures
still remain top-heavy with white
conirol.
A genior official said the “affirma-
tive action policies in piace in busi-

" ness have been totally ignored in wel

fare structures”.
Nacoss notes it offéh made repre-

. sentations to the government, but it
ruary 1967 and -
since then have .

“never raised issues such as police

“brutality or the detention of children
" together with- hardened criminais, It

never once lifted 4 finger in support of

" g staff member of a welfare organisa-
tion detained in terms of the Internal
- Security Aet”.

The racial division of welfare ser-
vices proved costly and time-consumn-
ingandledtoa multlpheity of proce-
duresanda breakdown in effective
welfare,

. The Greater Johannesburg Wel-
fare, Social Service and Development
Forum noted that “vast amounts of

-energy had to be continuously

expended by private organisations in
linking up with all the relevant state
structures, and extreme internal
incoherence resulted for those
attempting to serve all groups simul-
taneously”.
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GIA OPPELT” - :"'Tdisﬁbled should not be
' aying them,” he said.

0 / 7 . | .;. - Fwe've received many

” / qg . - reports of unlawful pay-
UNSCRUPULOUS doctors ments, but these people
n Kwazulu Natal are are in a difficult position.

blackmailing the dis-  “If they don't pay, they
abled, forcing them 10 pay don’t get assistance.”
bribes in order o get Louis Nzimande, of the
their welfare grants. province’s ouncilfor the
{1 Not only do thedoctors Disabled, said it was €asy
| demand money from the - for doctors ik some rural
disabled for the certifi- areas 10 prey on handi-
cates that make shem capped people as many
eligible for the -grants, were illiterate, ‘and did
they also want them to- not know their rights. — |
pay up each time they “In a smalltown outside l
collect their monthly Maritzburg, more than l%

welfare cheques from the 250 disabled people have
- been forced to bribe the

doctors. .. . _
if the disabled do not local district surgeon for
comply, the doctors en- the past five years. | I
-ure their grants are not “The day after they re- !
renewed. celve their disability i

ice Is SO grants, the disabled have

The pract
widespread that the to visit the doctor's
where they have

N —r— w i
-

s
4

EN province has sel up aspe- surgery, !
Ko cial investigative team. to hand over R25 of their )
;

Eric Mhlongo, the R470 welfare cheques.”

deputy director general Nzimande said the doc- . |

of Kwazulu Natal's social tor claimed he prescribed -i\
welfare department, said medication wgrth R25 I

the team — consisting of each month. -

officials from his depart- “But if these people do :
ment, the police and the . not visit the doctor, their {
attorney general’s office grants ar€ not renewed. ',
— had already made  He keeps & record of lu

headway in the scams. those who don't pay, and

Two district surgeons when their grants come

face charges Of bribery up for

" and fraud, and four social they are
o said: “Govern- :

workers havebeen arrest--  Mhlong
ed for making fictitions ment officials are also Cre-

Jaim grants. ating fictitious childrenor

“These doctors arc using their nelghbours’
paid by the department to children 10 cl;aim mainte-

review the granis, and the pance grants.
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ﬂnEm beless; generous,

' Foliéré - indicated: Emﬂ, _ﬂ&raﬂﬁp &m-
BT aid w.m@ Eﬁuﬁﬂmm

7 Uﬁmmﬂmﬂﬁm ‘of the:
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mumwﬁmmﬂmﬁ._”mu ~:he'rsaid.: Last: year.-it

et

o __@E.ﬁ cm. ﬁum Eﬂmﬂm ﬁmmm _u.ﬂ
.~ Jegislators when mmmmmwﬁm ﬁcm?uwmw ..Emm
~for SA. “That is why we have to make sure .

that the Hmncu.m nm Em&ﬁmmuumﬂwm is m.oam .
bhe said,
.. _Apart mncE Eum mmﬂmmﬁm m mnmﬁmm.m
-~ which* saw " government ' retut I8 EU-
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CrvnWith training NGOs; ﬂwun_u &mﬂmmm to
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._mnn_u _u_ﬁ:..:_
EMHHWZ Omﬁm ﬂmﬁmum auﬁmbummﬁ:um
m -:“could-be forced to halt their operations and’
,: Hmua off huindréds of skilled personnel as the:
<“financial ¢risis’ nﬂwﬁrﬁm ﬁ_pm ﬂmmwamﬂamwﬁmm

_f Pprovince deepens:’
" The Uitenhag m OE&; ﬁmﬁmﬂm mcﬁmnuﬂ
oors-yesterday after:staff::

E-...

e Wmm £0 close its

mr.,,_.mm_u.mmw._.n_uma.ﬁmm bourced,:while the Graaff--;

,. _.':. - 1. .r.
AR

2+ Reinet society was wmwmdmm. 3 Wmdm mﬁ.ﬂm E..

. to overdraft by R160 000, -
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