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',. By PATRICK LAURENCE
~ Deputy Political Editor
‘BASOTHO prisoners ar-

rested by Tswana police
and sentenced by a Bophu-
thaTswana court are being
held in a South African
jail, it was learnt vester-
day.

The prisoners are among
the 300 people arrested
last week on charges of
illegal squatting in the
Tswana enclave of Thaba
‘Nchu in the Free State.

The . ‘BophuthaTswana
magistrate in Thaba :chhu,
Mr L ‘E¥Morule, sai

inder Proclamation RI88
of 1969, an anti-sauatters

J yos- :
terday they were charged
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regulation,
' They were fined R80, or
80 days. R40 or 40 days
of which was suspended.
Mr Morule said.

“Those who couldn’t pay
the fine are being held in

Bloemfontein prison he- .

cause we have g problem
accommodating them,” he
said. S

The independence agree-
ment hetween the prison
authorities of South Africa
and BophuthaTewana of
November 15, 1977, pro-
vides for the “admission
and defention in the Re-
ptblic of South Africa of
any person senfenced by
-a competent court of Bop-
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huthaTswana.”

In terms of another
agreement of the same
date, South Africa under-
took fo assist the Bophu-
thaTswana Government in
fhe settlement of people
“squatting in the Winter-
veld and ‘Thaba 'Nchu
areas.”

The promised assistance
includes help in the “ex-
propriation” of landowners
who are not Tswana citi-
zens and who refused to
co-operate in reseftlement
projects and ‘who do not
wish to remain in Bophu-
thaTswana.

Mr Kenneth Mopell,
Chief Minister of the, Ba-
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sotho homeland of Qwaqwa,
said yesterday: “Our in-
formation from the Soiuth
Sotho Committee in Thaha
'Nchu is that 500 school
pupils were arrested with
the 300 adults,”
The police denied arrest-
ing any pupils, and none
wq&a& charged, Chief Mopeli
said., M
~ Thaba Nchu, an isolated’
piece of BophuthaTswana
in the Free State, hag long
been a source of tension -
between the closely related
Batswana and Basotho peo-
ples. _ .
" Officially part of Bophu-
thaTswana, it is in a pre-
dominantly Basotho area.
The Jocal Basotho commit-
1e¢.has repeatedly. claimed -
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Paul Andrew is with the Urbhan Prab-

lems Research Urit, University of
Cape Town.

SO Pen Kotze, the new Minister of Com-
gt munity Development, began his term
of office with utterances which reflect-
ed a desire to investigate the possihil-
ity of utilising self-kelp building strate-
gies in the *‘white’”’ areas of the
country.” This is an indication that a
form of commonsense may he taking
“%é the place of a housing policy fraught
ok with misconeeption,

”E’ﬁ?‘i Housing policy in SA, to meot devel-
" Lﬂhﬁ . opment requirements which maximise
s@pass  and improve all individual and commu.
mty resources (human and financial),
need to meet a number of criteria. The
wemd Mmain are affordability, user control,
St and efficient and effective supply. The
most signiticant precondition is a se-
cure form of tenure.

The housing manager of the adminis-
tration board in Kroonstad is running a
most important project demonstrating
how it is possible to use commonsense
to solve local low-income housing
problems.

About 700 serviced plots were offered
to people who wanted to build their
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bonds, standing surety for material
loans, encouraging local brick and
blockmaking, etc.

As a result of minimum authority .
interference, the actual individuyal and
commumtv “control’” rub-off is maxi-
mised; individuals design  their own-

L j;. 'id',,"
A T
A*' ’hll :‘j, I.i ‘-*t' l‘-" r ; i ; : "
§#i§‘!'{'{ f&%lﬂ;* 3 KRR
! AT *y A -.h: s
¥ E" ﬁi?}'i SO TN 150s SN ,
TR T STIILS )
i R e R S
* 147 ] --"'II . :-' LYP T ) _;‘r}.ﬂm{n’q .h-li.q.. _:-'. h
; !%E %.;i;i{ ;-‘I.,“r:iv‘,i}?}'g: -.i L'-;- ;.:ﬁﬁ SRS

il 'W":ﬁ’

:Ii"ieu_ii._"r +
ddar b A K
ﬁ rf:‘-!.iﬁ L i

, f
] . 1#—‘*{‘5\‘-
5;,&:%1{&
1*‘h'L ' . . -

can move out of them and identify with®

the new image.

The result of these simple permitting

and enahling conditions is feverish
house-building with almost all the
houses started two years previously
now complete or nearing completion.
And -all this achieved by the black
population of an average I‘ree State
platteland town.

Despite the evidence of Kroonstad,
the secrefary of Community Develop-
ment, in his latest annual reports, says
that site-and-service camnot work and
he goes to some length to ‘‘prove” it.
In doing so he confuses the isspe of
shelter and tenure.

“As 1t Is expected of the site-and-
service dweller to erect his own dwell-
ing . .. some form of ownership of the
property wili -have to be granted to
him. Because it is the policy not to
subsidise the purchaser of a property,
but only a lessee, the loan for the
purchaser of the stand is granted at an
cconomic rate of interest. This means
that the purchaser of 4 stand at a price
of R3 500 would have to pay 1R28.89 per
month on interest and redemption,
whereas the expenditure of a sub-eco-
nomic tenant on interest and redemp-

e —— —

own houses. Previously the Depari- tion in respect of the stand, would only
ment of Community Development had amount to R6,51 per month.”
built 200 standard houses costing R3 042 The obvious question is: why not _
cach with the lowest repayment for change ‘“‘the poliey”? Then we could i -
leasing a house at R24 per month for 2 come closer to allowing “the individual rE-
one-hedroomed house. Rents for two Blacks abuilding . . . took to a personal responsibility as regards hig S
and three-bedroomed houses were over [{roonstad housing. The help provided by govern- =
R30. People thought that this was too ment and employers must be aimed at ey
o much to pay for a rented house and Aouses, and have them drawn up for  activating people and motivating them [
asked to be able to build their own submission to the hoard. Local to do moro for “themselves” (Prime 53--
iaasf Nouses. They paid R4 for water, draughtsmen somehow emerge fo fulfil Minister, October 19 1979) — as in [
Sewage, unpaved roads, street lighting,  {he funetion. News gets around about  Kroonstad. i
refuse removal and other charges. the best local waste materials to use In applying some of these notions, in &
IFamilies moved on o sites, crected for hlockmaking and these are stocke many instances also held by the PM. ,L_
A temporary shacks themselves and piled by individual families. Blockmak- we could build a society based on the foss
started saving and stockpiling materi- Ing 1s done by families, friends and “self-determination™ aspects ol a pri- ii??'}::—_
e als, making blocks, casting foundations relatives. Lacal brickmaking is permit-  vate enferprise economy — giving the =
and so on, ted near the site, Savings are all pul majority of citizens an actual role in F"E:':
o The combined family incomes of the into home-making and a valuable sav- defermining their housing conditions. R
“die] first 10 participants were all below ing hahit is started. This is by nature incremental with 7=
:ﬁi 1150, except for one of R248, The board supervises the building on people building on as they can afford it
=755 Apart from the insistence on stan-  the weekends when the activity is in-  it: and with State assistance in techni-  fis.
4";:;;{5 daﬁrds of building materials (local tense, Families are encouraged to cal and financial matters. 7 e
“ifiyl Dbricks and concrete blocks), the hous-  moye into the completed part of the More citizens would be reached more =
m&if** INg manager's control function is mini- house and demolish the shacks as seon - effectively this way than by building F‘
m% mal. Most of his function in relation to ¢ possible. There is a natural tendency completed accommodation in a manner Fon s
;fri’.:gf, the scheme is an enabling one: raising  tg remove {he shacks as soon as they decided on by the bureaucracy. F._r___'
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Political Staff

HOUSE OF ASSEMbB
Health, Dr Lapa Mun
health services provi

camp in the Free
anything in Houghton.”

squatter
good as

Dr Munnik was involved
in a row on squatting dur-
ing the budget debate on
the health vote in the As-
sembly vesterday.

Following interjections
by the MP for Houghton,
Mrs Helen Suzman, Dr
Munnik said he had been
to Onverwag — a squatter
camp housing about
120 000 people in shanties
and tents with pit latrines
about 15km from Thaba
Nchu on the border of
Bophuthatswana.

Dr Munnik said every
house at Onverwag had a
tap and the camp had a
clinic and a health
service.

‘As good’

“1t is as good a health
service as any you people
have in Houghton,” he
said.

Farlier Mrs Suzman in-
terjected while Dr
Munnik was talking about
the Crossroads squatter
camp in Cape Town.

He said he had been
there and seen the ap-
‘palling conditions.

“Every time anyone
mentions squatter camps
the member for Houghton
runs to the foreign press.”

Determination

“We will have fo tackle

squatter camps with de-
termination. We cannot
have squatter camps,” Dr
Munnik said.

At this point Mr Gra-
ham McIntosh, MP for
Maritzburg North, inter-

LY. — The Minister of
nik, last night claimed —
ded in the Onverwag

State were “‘as

jected: “Then you go and __
dump them In the
homelands.” —

Against the background
of uproar from the gov-
ernment benches Dr
Munnik said he had
visited a number of the
‘“‘so-called dumping
grounds.”

One of these was Sada —
in the eastern Cape which
was called a hell-hole but
vnow has a number of
factories.”

Farm workers

Dr Munnik, who has a -
farm in the Dordrecht —
area in the “white” cOrri-
dor between Ciskel and
Transkei, said a number
of his farm workers now
felt they wanted to g0
back to the homeland.

Two of them, he said, =
had already gone back to
Sada. :

Commenting on Dr
Munnik's remarks outside
the house Mrs Suzman
said she doubted very
much whether the health
services at Onverwag
would mateh up to those
available in Houghton.

“The only difference is
that people in Houghton
are there of their own
free will and have got
jobs to go to so théy can
earn a livelihood close to

‘where they live.

] also doubt whether
the pit latrines provided -
at Onverwag would mea-
sure up to the flush toi-
lets inside the Houghton
homes,” Mrs Suzman said.
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Awards which he yesterday presented to Mr 1 S W van der Merwe, centre, and the Rev C J April, right, for
meritoricus service to the community, The awards are awarded to people or bodies in the private sector
who have played an exceptional role in the promotion of health in the community. Mr Van der Merwe, a
farmer in the Laingsburg district, with his son, played an active role in saving the lives of people who
were trapped. He later became chairman of the Rebuilding Committee. Mr April, now a member of the
President’s Council, was awarded the medal for his work in the coloured community at George where he
was instrumental in the erection of a library, two clinics and a civic hall and in various improvements to
local living conditions. '
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Pa:liamentary Sta'ff |

‘SERVICES “in a2 Free '
State - squatter camp - are:|
) asﬂgm::d a8 anw.hing iru
Hnughton, *the - posh
i ohanneshurg subuib,:
t' aceording o the- Mmister*
1of: Health D X A P A*~
Munml{.x . |r |

| In “the de‘nata on "the.
._Health :‘Viote. _Jthe’,
1 Assembly yesterdam e
i-dealt with..the Onvierwag
squatter camp -0 120:000
near Tha‘ﬁa ‘Nch u nn the!
| horder: ‘of,: Bophuthat-

swana in’ th Frae State. \

| ‘Eere penple lwe ;. m
! shanties |, and:. tents and
have p11; "latrmes._l NIRERN

He made“the statement
.ﬁter ‘Mrs - Helen. Suzman
(PI‘P“Haughtnn} ha ,
made lnterjectmns
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New
over.

An outraged Dr Marius
Barnard (PFP Parktown)
has tabled a series of
quesiions seeking infor-
mation on conditions at
Onverwacht.

A community worker,
who has asked not to be
named, has painted a
drastically different pic-
ture of the eamp from that
offered by Dr Munnik
during the budget debate
on the health vote on
Monday.

'Dr Munnik claimed that
every house at Onver-
wacht has a tap and that
the camp has a clinic and
a health service which i1s
“as good a health service
| as any of you people have

in Houghton”.

Dr Barnard said: “Dr
Munnik has a very sad
record of insensitive
statements and this one —
comparing health ser-
vices in Onverwacht and
Houghton — must rank as
one of the worst.”

Shanties

Onverwacht is a resett-
lement camp about 15km
from Thaba Nchu on the
South African side of the
border with Bophuthats-
wana. It houses about
120 000 people mainly in
tin shanties.

It was established in
1979 to house non-
Tswanas from neighbour-
ing Bophuthatswana The
population has been
swelled by workers who
have left white farms in
the Free State.

A community worker
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Munni

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. — The elaim by
the Minister of Health, Dr Lapa Munnik,
that health services in the Onverwacht
resettlement camp in the Free State are
“as good as anything in Heughton” has
precipitated a major row.
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who has worked at Onver-
wacht said the health ser-
vices at the eamp consist
of a clinic staffed by 12
nursing sisters and a
doctor.

The worker said that
while the clinic gave a
good service it was quite
inadequate to serve
120 000 people.

Taps

He said that there was a
tap ‘““about every 100
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metres or every ten ...

houses”.

Under normal condi-
tions this did not lead fo
undue congestion but in
November/December last
yvear when there was a
water shortage, there was
serious congestion at the
water points.

He said work had begun

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

0N A NEW SECLIOIL AL O | e i

verwacht where it ap-
peared each unit would
have running water and
water-borne sewerage al-
though as yet no units had
been completed.

He said there were
about 10 000 stands in the
main section of which
ahout 600 were brick-and-
mortar dwellings, about
50 tents and the vast ma-
jority tin shanties.

There was no water-
borne sewerage and there
were bucket latrines
which were supposed to
be emptied twice a week
Often, however, the cart
came round only once a
week and ‘“‘things got
guite unpleasant”.
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Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG. — Onverwaeht is no
Houghton, in spite of claims by the Min-
ister of Health to the contrary.

Dr L AP A Munnik said in Parliament
this week that the health service at the
Onverwacht resettlement camp in the
Free State was as good a health service as
any in Houghton,

He further stated that every house at
Onverwacht had a water tap.

Dr Marjus Barnard., chief opposition
spokesman on health, has tabled a series
of questions in Parliament on the entire
health situation on the area, a resettle-
ment camp 10km from Thaba Nchu in the
Free State.

It was established by the government
with a massive land purchase in 1979 cov-
ering 20 000 ha to house Basotho people
who had to be resettled urgently after
nearby Bophuthatswana became
independent.

200 000 people

Onverwacht housed an estimated
200 000 people, most of them young fam-
ilies with small children, loeal autheri-
ties said yesterday.

The Cape Times correspondent found,
on comparisons between Onverwacht and
Houghton, that Dr Munnik’s comparison
was highly inaccurate.

Onverwacht does not have one water
tap for each house, as he stated. It was
found that the resettlement area has one
water tap for every 50 houses.

Medical services at Onverwacht consist
of one clinic, recently completed, which
houses one eight-bed maternity section
and a facility for 12 emergency treatment
beds. One doctor, aided by 11 nurses, sees
about 300 patients each day. Four doctors
alte;nate duty at the clinic during the
week.

Seriously-ill patients were always
transferred — with two ambulances — to
nearhy Thaba Nchu, which had a total of
250 beds in its four hospitals for blacks,
said Dr A P van Dendberg, district sur-
geon of the area.

“We are always very busy here, and of
course medical services here are never
adequate. I see as many as 300 patients a
day with the largest variety of complaints
you can imagine,” he said.

15 schools

The infrastructure of the town includes
one general store, not yet completed, and
four large water storage tanks, which
serve water taps on an average of one tap
per 50 houses, shanties or tents.

The governmen! has built 15 schools.
The area is about as large as Houghton,

but Onverwacht is very different from Jo-
hannesburg’s smartest suburb.
The area is to become part of the home-

land QwaQwa. A large stadium and a R26-
million hospital are planned for an area
in the near future about 5km down the
road towards Bloemfontein. The plans
have already been drawn up and the gov-
ernment has budgeted for i,

People in Onverwacht are allowed fto
build their own houses.

The government, under a pilot project
with CSIR, provides a inferest-free loan
of up to R6 000 for people to do so.

The houses are a very hasic design con-
sisting of three room shells with a out-
side bucket toilet and outside taps.

However, the present water tap facili-
ties are inadequate. The taps for every 50
families are abouf 200 metres apart.

A small stream running through the
settlement provides recreation for thou-
sands of the residents when it rains.

The Cape Times correspondent found
this week that rain had created puddles
in huge potholes all over the township.

The only roads are dirt tracks. Water-
filled potholes in the tracks provide mos-
quitos with a breeding ground.

Mothers questioned said that when it
rained, their children had to play in the
mud which created a health hazard as
they became very dirty.

Pneumonia

This problem also causes a high inci-
dence of pneumonia and TB during the
rainy season, according to clinic nurses.

However, the biggest headaches facing
the 200 00 Onverwachters is firewood, or
anything else they could use to heat
themselves with during the freezing cold
of the Free State winters.

There are no trees anywhere within
walking distance. The one local shop
sells fire wood kindling for 20 cenis per
bundle of five pieces.

The Onverwachters try to grow vegeta-
bles in their front vards, because of the
prices demanded at a local shop when
they become available.

Five women sell apples and mielies for
20 cents each, in front of the clinic.

The government rents out 600 new
brick houses they recently completed in
the settlement.

Onverwachters usually build their own

shanties. Thousands are scattered
throughout the densly-populated valley.
For each shanty, the government pro-
vides one outdoor toilet with a bucket
which is emptied once per week.
. “Shanty people” pay R1 per year to the
government for this service. When the
Cape Times correspondent visited the
area, odours from the toilets permeated
the entire area.

-t p—

JUSNO

r o ek Wt W Y

e

e B |

P
h

T

U _Sem uUo

i o o
= =" =" = - = "-rrmi 5-" ?M’:‘-‘D’-ﬁ'x -".ﬂ- w-l'r‘h'.l‘.'l'.li: .r!'r.ﬂ-?.'rﬂ"-ﬂ-" :—':--:1.-':.1-:-"
LI AL S R S KT e T AF R WA S N AR S S AR S T R a AT T S TR T W AR A AR i J A S e Ry W oy sy 3 ma i B J.E 31' _‘._u'?'
T T e T A S T R I PR . SRS S SRS SRR = e SRR Tl LT :-Mi".ﬂ‘x-?-&"f?fmt?ﬁ%-ﬁf?&mﬂﬁ?&mmﬁf?m ?.-!-:-a-ﬁ:‘.a.
T - e R T e e e = a- ~rrarTr

_deﬁmffff?fﬂwmmwmﬁ%mMﬁ%ﬁmﬁmﬁfﬁﬁﬂ 7,

-\.
o
e
:l-- :"
-=- -— :-___ = memmmmen = 4 REE ST S8 PR e e A A e s AR = T AT AT
T wuwrl = -'v-n-ﬂ;-l -.r.r ' l"
" - . -
‘.
"

%@W@ ﬁ Wﬁy;ﬁwﬂﬁ o 4

e T PN T W R e A e e D N e e e D

mmeraa s maraa. rarreresarr s
-\.H:-J-I-r::-\-.r\: ¥ -\..I'-‘ﬁl'.'l'-ﬂ.ul" .-'E":L-I-E‘\-’.-‘I-?-&n. '-‘h".'.\.l_lﬁ

R - R 0 a0

rn T = -'--:- .|. -

B m*’m%#

gl A ..r
iy o
..r: ! R,




L3
] _,\
o

By
R

b/
iy

¥,
o

¥

~

a""‘_!;
e
=

[
-

o =

TR
Ty AP
¥
. M
A
L=

v,

- . [

"

e

\
N

Ji'
€

ter told Mrs Helen Suzman, MP (PF P). |

During a Iwo-day visit, reporters found |
that 1 949 people hag died at Onverwacht |
since the Camp was established. | 025 of
them children. Most of the dead chijdren
- Were under the age of three.

By Thursday last week, 11 more people
had died,

Some 527 people died of a typhoid epj-
demic in the camp’s first year of existence.

pendence, returned to the public spot-
light last week after 4 claim in Parija-
ment by the Minister of Health, Dr
"Lapa Munnijk, that health service at

Onverwacht was ag 8£00d as in Hough-
ton, the prestigious Joh&nnesburg

suburb.

- “It has as good a health Service as any of
you peopie have in Hnughtqn," the Minis-

erate youths swindled

, quatters camp
of On verwacht, near Thaba-
Nchu in the Orange Free State.

The camp, establisheg in June 1979
[0 accommodate People who did not
want to belong.to Bophuthatswana
after the homeland had opted for inde-

The greatest killer dis-
€ases at Onverwacht
NOW are gastro-enteritis.
kwashiorkor and pneu-

4

O

By ALINA DUB black, tame to QOnver- CUUId-‘ * the car and demanded monia. Infectious dis- |
Z.Eh»(l e Wacht and told them *to “Wishing us luck, that cach pay RI0 for €ases like measiles are
ONVERWACHT has prepare your things as  some of our parents of-  petrol, aiso prevalent. .'

become the targe on-
men who prey off its mis:
ery.

The SOWETAN
heard 3 startling tale
from two young men
lured out of the Free
State labouyr pool with
the promise of 3 job.

Mr Johannes Lekgot-
lana (18) and My Laz-
arus Tinte told how two
men, one white and one

fast as you can — if you
¥ant to find yourselves

Said Johanpey. “We
were al] excited, by
little did we know what
We were in for.

“*These men had
showed us 3 corner
where they would wait
for us, and they warned
uUs to be as fast as we

fered_their hard-earned
cents to~us to buy food
on our wayl, for in-
stance, was given\R 10,

Lazarus said that : s

tte man often comes
to Omvgrwacht for
youths.”

The youths sije they
became suspicious whes,
the white man, whom
they knew only as “Quy-
baas", suddeniy stopped

But a bigger shock
awatted them in Johan-
nesburg, when “Qu-
baas”’ dropped them
outside Ellis Park Sta-

L — - 2l A L ]

A new clinic has been
built, but a nursing sister
said that the staff of 12
Was not coping,

Onverwacht has an
estimated population of
130 000 and more than
300 patients are treated
at the clinic every day. It
does not provide a 24-
hour service and js
closed-over week-ends.
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GOVER T’s policies of separate develop-
ment and regional services councils (RSCs) could
; create a tangled web of overlapping authorities in-the
Greater Bloemfontein area. y
Botshabelo/Onverwacht, the vast squatter settle-
ment situated 60km outside Bloemfontein, has been
; promised to the QwaQwa government, but it is also
| scheduled for inclusion in the RSC for Greater Bloem-
| fontein, . '
% It has a population of more than 250 000, which is
% expected to reach 450 000 in 20 years’ time.
-' The Bloemfontein City Council, however, is willing
| to include the “city” under the ambit of the regional
: services council only if government continues financ-
ing infrastructural development.

Facilities in this vast settlement are rudimentary.
Only the main road is tarred and the bucket system of
| sewerage is still used by most of the réSid@gts, the
| majority of whom live in shacks:.- . LT

Bloemfontein municipality developtnent n-iziﬁagér

p— ]

Niels Booysen says: “We are prepared;iq dnclude

; Botshabelo, but the government must continue with
3 its:investment in infrastructure because it is impossi-

ble for the city council to finance this as well as
= provide services for the other township, Mangaung.”
| The QwaQwa government does not want/to take
over Botshabelo unless government upgrades it.
i . President P W Botha gave a commitmentsto the
| QwaQwa government last year that Botshabelo.would
be incorporated into the homeland. i p
However, Chief Minister Kenneth Mopeli says the
step has'been delayed because his government will
acce?t the city once only its infrastructure’id$ been

“d - .

S EVE upedr -"J"-?*-;,_ viod  EE e oy T T Tk o iy h
ST T o8 7 G 0 Tk s SO NG f 1A B SO SR
A ,-Mg He envisages that onée: part of the homeland, Bot-

_ *" shabelo will be politically under the jurisdiction of the
” 7"QwaQwa government and economically “under ‘the
" QwaQwa Development Corporation, with séfvices be-

«._.-ing provided by the Greater Blnemfonteinfiﬁggf
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Shirley Vi’luudggte’i'

Municipal Reporter \
\ +  ingthe squatters.

. t
l The State President, Mr P W Botha, 1S But residents claim the 9 000 squat- !
"Jto be petitioned by the walkerville ter population is increasing almost | |
. B “town council” to stop the expansion of daily, with 180 shacks a month going B

| the Weilers Farm squatter camp. up. ‘
The petition 18 heing circulated by aread wi 1

- § the 10-man Walkerville Local Areas loped.
A letter att:ached io the petition has

Committee — which 18 responsible 10

| the Transvaal Board for the Develop- informed
attended nuUMErous meetings Wwith

| ment of Peri-Urban Areas — to about

3000 property owners and residents quthorities about the squatters, includ-
| of the greater Walkerville area. ing one chaired by the Minister of Con-
| President “In stitutional Development and Planning,

Mr Chris Heunis. ‘ 1

They are not convinced that the
i1 be cleared or properly deve-

| desperation” to arrange for his offi-
cials to take immediate action to stop .
dressed by the MP for Qvervaal, Mr |’

| the growth of the camp.
! The petition states that it is believed Chris Ballot, is scheduled for March 19
1 the Regional Directorate 0i the De- at 730 pm in the Walkerville Show-

partment of Community Services In grounds Hall.
: :
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: ) critic' of apartheid accused the Government of manaE.mmEm " If businessmen are getting such good subsidies, the ﬂmnwmmm, H_E_mw
SR _ B mnomm exploitation of black workers, there ﬂouE be many indignant surely be mﬁ:am fair wages. S
2 i - e .__._
B and angry denials. ‘Yet the average worker is. being paid only R80 a mon an

Yet — after a visit to mcﬁmsmam?, {he black settlement in the -
Free State that was incorporated recently into the homeland of
A ﬂmoﬂm — it is easy to come to this conclusion.

" Botshabelo was created eight years. ago as a reservoir. for m,nmm

wma by the Government and a paltry R8 by the factory ! oﬂumum
Workers interviewed. said they could barely. éxist on ﬁmmm wages
but they had no option-but: to accept the situation: If they -gave up*’

‘ » their jobs there were scores.of others prepared to' take their place:.,
a8 _ o Ha s NN _ mﬂﬁﬂw%ﬁﬂﬂwwmw Mwwmmm%wo WHNHWE MMH hm ww”wrm wmw%,m.ma mus"._,ma- . 'This labour surplus has:been _Emn by the Government to. promote:.-
L SR hTeeRe Soae P P Botshabelo. An advertisement in the. _wmm_onm_ ‘Industrial Develop: -

inspired Emnw..mmﬁmﬁmﬂam o economic Hﬂwmmﬂuﬂﬁ_ﬁm. v T by Ty i

A e - ﬁ 2 T i - -
22 YResidentsad to rely for jobs on Bloénifontein, 55km mﬂmw. mmn " ment Annual said of woﬁrmﬂ‘mﬁ ‘Thiere'is mu cﬂmum_.ﬁw_u.:am enthu-:-

\theFree State goldfields, but these-areas wcmawumn_ onily -a"small .- siastic and trainable labour”. - . .y

Pnuﬁmﬁ of the workforce. There is not a single black ngmmwm..ww ﬁE, ,%Em mc.nmﬁmn Ewnw
~ To try to solve this problem, the State began investing millions wmwmm\m_mmmw mwwwmmu ﬁm_wmﬂmummm, but ﬁumum are moﬁm mﬁﬁ R_. ican and -
of rands in the mmqmucﬁ_ﬂmn_“ of an industrial area for wimwmwm? h o %
It has succeeded in.creating 10000-15 000, jobs — but at a‘vast An SADTC mﬁcwmmamm said Em fnonuoumacu weg: mﬂmﬂw .ﬂm amm I
...... M{acmﬁ to taxpayers. A Spokesman for the SA Devélopment. Trust E.oEmE of low wages. “We've-held numerous seminars to try to- |

“ explain to industrialists the importance of: paying fair wages.”
_, ,MMH.%%:HNMEMMMWUMMV _wﬂnlﬁmwﬂnﬁmwwﬁhﬁ Wmﬁﬂuﬂ%ﬁcﬂﬂﬂm ﬁmﬁ *_ He said it had to be remembered that most Ea_.wm_.m were 355.

-
'
I -

i : tories and infrastructure. . - ) éﬁﬁﬁmn and had never been émployed before.

R e s T Bl e s H : the minimum ﬂmmm nmnaEEmznmn by
N ™~ In addition, the Government offers huge and lucrative incentives - . Lne Star asked what was '
e to lure businessmen to move to Botshabelo. As one shopowner put the SADTC. “I can't speak for ‘the SADTC, but in my opinion un
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“jit: “You would have to.be a fool not to make money here,” trained workers should get aboit-R80 to mmz._” But as soon as they |

_This is the deal offered to industrialists: the Government: ﬂE ‘have acquired skills, the industrialists should easily be able to pay

pay for the construction of the factory.and will subsidise rentals -~thém R150 to R200 a month,” he said.

for 10 years. It will also pay 90-95 percent of the monthly wages *; . -Ferhaps what is happening in BotShabe'os industrial area was f

v ‘not the Government’s intention. Biit the hard facts are that many

of each worker up to & maximum of R100 for seven years. It offers
to subsidise rail transport to the tune of 40 percent, and to provide  10relen and local businessmen are making a very good living on a

Mg

o o - rT-EEL_arg

q 3 BT T AT S training grants worth 125 percent and housing subsidies of 40 per- ~ Captive labour market.
o per
u_.nnn_ woman from Botshabelo at work in a Qn:m..._:._m:?m:_ﬂ_n__mmm factory in  cent for white managers relocating to Bloemfontein. And muw__&nmm&m_wo is not an mmnmw_ﬁ.n& nmw_m q__wmw.w are _..___M_Ewwﬂwm
;L-rm industrial section:.of :ﬁ township. Most iﬁ-.rm..w earn less; than noa a No wonder there are about 50 factories now operating in this other such developments in Sou rica wiere “you wou P
- - i month. - w o . remote area. | bly have to be a fool not to make money”.
Yy - : - o - - P— - . : : . 2
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. When the Sunday Express
arrived at Onverwacht the
medical staff was arming it-
self against the predictable
outbreaks of pneumonia and
bronchitis as the Free State
. winter approaches. :

The nurse said that th
health resistence of most On-
verwacht children was
“very low” — mostly due to
mainutrition.

The day we arrived at On-
verwacht six children were
treated for malnutrition at
the clinie.

One was 18-month-old Ma-
vis Mgezo who was suffering
from kwashiokor. Lying
limply on a bed in a one-
roomed tin shack and in the
care of her grandmother,
Mavis has been crying for
the protein her body craves.

She had all the symptoms
of being underfed ... skin
peeling around her mouth,
swollen eyes, hands and
ankles,

Mavis is one of hundreds
of Onverwacht children who
have to make do with the
little food available in their
homes. As most of their fa.
thers are ejther working ille-
gally in Bloemfontein and
Welkom or are migrant la-
bourers at the mines, their
mothers are left to provide
tor them. o
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‘Smart alec’ Munnik

HELEN Suzman, PFP spokesman on black affairs, said:

“Dr Munnik is, I'm afraid, an incorrigable smart alex.

i‘He cannot résist making insensitive remarks such as his
favourable comparison of the primitive health conditions at
Onverwacht ‘where g sad, poverty-stricken community
struggles to exist, with well-endowed Houghton.

“The comparisep is sc absurd that it's hardly worth a
comment. One tan only hope that sooner or later Dr Munnik
will realise that his offensive remarks reflect very hadly,
not only on himself but on his department which cannot

dissociate itself ft:um him.”

T T e T T L i i Lt L T T T mmmm—

The shortage of food is
evident in the increasing
number of children suffering
from pellagra — vitamin B
deficiency — who are fed by

the clinic’s feeding scheme. -

The nurse commented:
“We think the problem is far
more widespread than we
are aware of because most
of the deaths are reported to
the commissioner.

“We are not given the offi-
cial infant mortality statis-
tics at the clinie,”

A community worker in
Thaba 'Nchu said that about
three out of five funerals ar-
ranged by the Roman Catho-
lic Church are for children.

When the Sunday Express

was_- 4t - Onverwacht on

Wednesday funeral arrange-
ments were being made for a
four-month-old baby and
17-month-old baby.

Sanitation and the inad-

equate water supply makes’

Onverwacht a health inspec-

‘tor’s nightmare,

Most of the shacks and
mudhouses are interspersed
with corrugated iron pit-toi-
lets and although officially
the toilet buckets should be
emptied twice a week resi-
dents said that they were be-
ing emptied once 2 week.

A few white-washed
matchbox houses lie seat-
tered among the tin shacks.

No official figure on the
number of new houses built
could bé obtained but ac-

cording to the community
worker the Economic Devel-
opment Corporation had
built about 600 homes.

“These are for those who
have work seekers’ permits
and are bought for between
R4 300 and Ré6 000.

“But most Onverwacht
residents live in one-roomed
tin shacks and there are
quite a number of families
still living in the tents issued
by the Government when
they were first moved to On-
verwacht four years ago,”|
said the community worker.

Most of the people at On-
verwacht were moved from
the Kromdraai squatter
camp in Thaba ’Nchu after
Bophuthatswana
independence,

Before independence the
‘non-Tswanas’ lived in har-
mony with the Tswanas.

- But after independence in
December 1977 conflicts
with the Bophuthatswana
citizens became an everyday
happening and those at
Kromdraai — mostly South-
Sotho speaking — were har-
asked by the police.

They were not allowed to|
work in Bophuthatswana
and their children were pre-
vented from attending Bo-
phuthatswana schools. B

To ‘quell resentment’ they .,

L e

M SALLITIIVL H1Y

'

s

L 3

. Wetﬂqﬁlﬂtﬁd to Onverwacht

but had to take out Qwa-Qwa

; Citizenship although the area
is nof part of the homeland,

It is a hard life for Mrs
Mashode and her family. To

buy their meagre groceries
she either goes to the super-

keep making it fit despite

being made for a teenager.
She took me into her tiny

3m? corrugated iron shack,

-

p

T

Al , its sides pasted with newspa- market where products are S b
is. lg’}l;sical ief g:%ﬁ:; FaE;fE pers to keep out the dust and  sold at three times the price a5 «g
ilies who have been re- draught. they are sold at in Thaba SRl o

‘Nehn or catches a bus to
Thaba 'Nehu. -
“But there’s never enough.
I have a baby who is starv-
ing. I don’t know what tg do,” .
she said. " '

Her husband is a migrant
labourer who works in Hen-
‘neman and only sees his
family once a month when
he brings home a family
allowance of R50,

Inc:ated. -

A mother of four, she was
dressed in a short yellow
dress, torn and stretched
through years of trying to
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REDS of Free State children

' Is
ed away from their schoo

E:i t::l{.nuf ficial announcement thal;

their parents had to have lodgers

'pelmglsl;lmunity worker told the Sun-

day-Express fhat last week — at the

days.”

“Jt was one of th

gcenes I had seen at

unity worker. “People
Ell:laeuﬁn;ﬂ kﬂtgmetres for about seven

fi
| — hun- School attendance e parents
beginning of the second term dcosnatically: Chil drfn w
drﬁds of Onverwacht residents queueti diﬁ > h:“?w 'l odgers’ permits were not

there are about 559
AtoStdd and 325

i #a¢ the moment
most distressing
%nverwacht," said children from Sub

1 chil
kad f::es;l;guattend the primary schools.

‘ rwacht women have now

triﬁg s?t::f a sort of crei;htte ]:'nrctaliiﬁi
ren, temporarily 1S g the A

fil::ﬂg;f;ch‘s hﬁl at Onverwacht,™ -

—

gures dropped
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gutside the commissioner’s office

—

ey

H#_

[ == —_ - [ - e—y—r—S— g wr T =-rr — - - . i

TR e

- - ) o - - - - Tmmm _ —— L o ) _ o

- e !

Aty ol | aar

g, Wi ST maen

"ﬁr"r FLL YR
} ey R -

- -_ — — — — —— ,

- N B R il b — - . A mp—— S
ar -  _hat L E——
- . [

W le Lk =M o - .

b ——r e =1 oa- - — - _——

ks . Sl
N ' LA
a L .} - r - T = -
~» r . i}

L
. R T
v AT AT o
b T AT

R T e

' L]
1 [y -'I' — .,.-_1.-!-;.' - r; 1 "._ [ - ko 'J.:_"' o ﬂru__- —————
‘:h l-‘:' L] III- - T -y a ' [ s Fooawl
+ el - T il =S p-'-'-‘m..-f i B FC b LR PR LR LSRR



R IET -
A
i Sk -

Rl e R o L L

NOW CONTACT
THE BEST

: PRICES INCLUDE.

@ MARBLE PLASTER

® COPING AND MOSAIC TILES
® SLASTO SURROUND

- | @ FILTER

® CLEANING EQUIPMENT
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WHICH MUNNIK

THE, day after Minister of Health Dr
Lapa Munnik compared health facili-
ties at the Onverwacht resetilement
camp in the Free State to Johannes-
burg’s Houghton, two children died of
starvation and nearly 300 people lined
up at its clinic waiting for atteution by
one of its two doctors.

Onverwacht — a conglomeration of de-
spair and squalor — nestles at the foot of a
chain of koppies 15km from Thaba "Nchu and
houses about 180 (0 people.

Driving through the dust-bowl they call

‘Botshabelo’ — a place of refuge — the young
and old sat outside their tin shacks and mud-

houses seeking warmth from the wintry Free
State sun. -

There is little the clinic can do to alleviate
the many seasonal health problems encoun-
tered by the residents in this resettlement
camp established in May 1579.

So far the work of the 12 nursés and the two
South African Defence Force doctors has
hardly made an impact on the daily lives of
those living at Onverwacht.

Recently they had to stand helpless as up
to 70 children a day were rushed to Pelonomi
hospita! in Bloemfontein -- 60km from the
camp — during a gastro-enteritis epidemic,

A nurse at the clinic said the medical staff
could not cope with emergencies

*If there are any emer-
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| Beautiful brick paving crafted by
skilled hands.
* No depostit
* A8 Months to pay
* 2-year guarantee.

gencies after 4pm the pa-
tients are either taken by our
ambulance to the Moroka
hospital or they catch one of
the huses to Thaba 'Nehu,”
said the nurse.

Another cause of discon.
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tent is the lack of preventive
medical care at Onver-
wacht. Community health,

caid the nurse, was non-exis-
tent because of staff

!
)
-

shortages.
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=~ houses seeking warmth from the wintry Free

State sun.

There is little the ¢linic can do to alleviate
the many seasonal health problems encoun-
tered by the residents in this resettlement
camp established in May 1979.

So far the work of the 12 nurses and the two

= THE day after Minister of Health Dr
Lapa Munnik compared bealth facili-
ties at the Onverwachi resettlement
camp in the Free State to Johannes-
burg's Houghton, two children died of
starvation and nearly 300 people lined
up at its clinic waiting for attention by
one of its two doctors.

Onverwacht — a conglomeration of de-
spair and sgualor — nestles at the foot of 2
chair of koppies 15km from Thaba "Nchu and
houses about 160 000 peeple.  _

Driving through the dust-bow! they call
‘Botshabelo’ — a place of refuge — the young
and old sat outside their tin shacks and mud-

South African Defence Force doctors has
hardly made an impact on the daily lives of

those living at Onverwacht.
Recently they had to stand helpless as up

to 70 children a day were rushed to Pelonomi

hospital in Bloemfontein — 60km from the

camp — during a gastro-enteritis epideniic.

A nurse at the clinic said the medical stafi Uiy
conld not cope with emergencies - SR
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gencies after 4pm the pa-
tients are either taken by our
ambulance to the Moroka teotisthe lack of preventive
hospital or they catch one of medical care at Onver-
the buses to Thaba *Nchu,” wacht. Community health,
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said the nurse. said the nurse, was non-exis-
Another cause of discon- tent because of stafi
shortages.
. H L

@ Dusty squalor is the lot of 160 000 people who
five in the rural slum of Onverwacht.
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330 DrM S BARNARD asked the Miis f
ter of Co-operation and Develnpmcnt.

(1) (a) What are the latest poputation, %
figures for Onverwacht and (i) T¢ 3
Spect of what date are gy, fipures
given:

(2) whether there are any (a} hospitale
and (b community health centres o 5
Onverwacht at present: if so, (i) how
Many in each case and (ii) how muny
hospital beds are there: if not. (4
why not and (bb) what i< being done
torectily the situation: i

(3) how Many. (a) doctors, (h) dentiss,
{c) communtty health workess n i
(d) social weifare workers are there

at Onverwacht at present,

i

(4) bow many taps are there in this arex: 3
(5) whether a water-borne sewerige e
tem has been installed Onyer. E,
wacht: if not, (a) why not apd (ho :
when will it be instalied” ’

The MINISTER OF CO-OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT- %
it

(1) ta) 200000, :’
() 30 June 1983, L

i

(2) {a} No.

(b) The firs community  healtl
centre s now heing planned.

There are three clinics in the

i ;!
L]
- W
S
T it s o,
" r aly . Iﬂ‘
Lp 1Y ..
1"

- ] l'-#q‘"h T4 L] :-'_
L. . . o

O N R
ke

—— as wel] s One mabije clinjc,
enc{ers are  awaijted for the
Crection of the OUt-patients and

Casualty sectio )
hospita,, ns of the Plinneg

(c) 32 COmmunity heajth Wworkers,

(d) Nine sociaj workers.

(4) 1312
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nverwacht {2 / 2 / ¥ A

576. Pr. MT S, BARNARD asked the
Minister of Co-operation and Development:

()

(2)

(4)
()

(6)

The

(a) When was Onverwacht first set
tled and (b) what was i1ts annual
population growth from the date of its
establishment to the latest specified
date for which figires are available,

how many (a) doctors, () commumity
health workers and (¢) social wellare
workers are there at Onverwacht;

{a) how many houses were built in
Onverwacht by (i) his Department
and (1} private individuals in each
specified year since its establishment
and (b) how many tents are there af
present,

how many taps are there in this area:

whether Onverwacht has a water-
horne sewerage system;

how much was paid out in (a) pen-
sions and (b) disability grants in the
Onverwacht area in each of the Iatest
spectfied three financial years f
which figures are available?

MINISTER OF CO-OPERATHON

AND DEVELOPMENT:

(1)

(2)

(a) June 1979,

(M) December 1979—17 00},
December 1980—54 171.

The figures above are m re
spect of persons settled bv the
Department of Co-operation and
Development.

Estimated population [9¥]
120 000. The said figure inciudes
approximately 66 (000 persons
who joined relatives and friends
at Onverwacht,

(a) Two doctors—part time basis.
Three District Surgeons
(ne Nentist—daily hasis.
One Psvchiatrist - twice a wech
hasis '

WEDNESDAY 12 MAY 982 R1{

The following persons are also
connected with the local clinic:

{ ‘nrative Services

< Senior Sisters

i | Sisters
7 Staff Nurses
2 SANTA Information Officers

Farmily Planning

I Sentor Sister

4 Sisters

2 Assistant Nurses

5 Female Information Oflicers
2 Male Information Officers

Health Services
2 Heailth inspectors

{b) 9

(¢} There are four posts for social
workers of which three posts are
vacant.

(3y {a) (i) 52

(i1) 891 while B OBO wood and
iron  slructures have been
erected pending the provi-
sion of permanent <tructures

(b} 61 Tents have been supplied by
the Department of Co-operation
and Development while 28 tents
have been pitched by individuals.

{(4) Taps have been provided every 150
metres '

(5 No.

(6) {a) Old age pensions and disahility
grants patd:
1979—R184 670
1980—R323 343
|981—R332 862

It is unfortunately not possible

to furnish separate figures 1n re-
spect of old age pensions and dis-
ability grants.
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Two weeks ago, pamphlets

wwere dropped over the dusty

-township of Botshabelo .in-

*

~forming the 500000 resi-

“dents that they were no
-longer a part of South Afri-

¥
—a

ca — their land had been in-
corporated into the tiny

. ;homeland of QwaQwa.

i
e
P

.claim most people in Botshabe-

-4

.The

1y, ]

QwaQwa authorities
lo favour incorporation, but op-
ponents dispute this. It is diffi-
,.cult to say how the majority of
Hmm_nmnﬁ feel because they
“have never been consulted.
From a practical and eco-

- hiomic point of view, il seems

to be a disastrous decision.

'Frozen areas

Botshabelo is economically -

tied to Bloemfontein, 55km
away, where most people are
employed. Many residents
came from.  Bloemfontein’s
black areas which were “fro-
zen”’ to prevent expansion.
They Ema nmn__m from other
“frozen” de-proclaimed
townships, HEE nearby Krom-
draai 1n  Bophuthatswana
where as Sesotho speakers they
were not welcome or were

. forced off white-owned farms.

wi T
n

«heen mnﬂ_s_#mwmn by South

Up until now, Botshabelo kas

. wAfrica, but with incorporation,

dal

oy

ﬂ...

Jadministration will be given to
@ﬁm@ﬁm 330 km away.

Even the most efficient and
‘well-run administration would
- find it difficult to administer
. territory from such a distance.

...,._w,:n QwaQwa hardly has an

.1

impressive record. It has an

w<impoverished population of
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250 000 and no viable En_._mﬁﬂ.&

infrastructure. -

Botshahbelo has at least twice
the number of inhabitants of
QwaQwa and also no viahle ec-
onomic base.

The South African authori-
ties were quick to reassure the
people of Botshabelo that in-
corporation would not affect
the running of the settlement
or their freedom of movement.

For the moment, only ad-
ministrative and eXecutive
powers have been transferred
and the land is still in the

‘hands of the South African

Government.

But nbw that authority is of-
ficially vested with QwaQwa,
the land can eventually be le-
gally transferred.

According to the National
Committee Against Removals,
the Government is treading
softly with the issue to avoid a
repetition of the violence over
incorporation of Moutse into
kwaNdebele in 1986.

Community workers say that

‘most residents are opposed to

incorporation. According to a
survey by researcher Mr Wil-
liam Cobhett earlier this year,
more than 90 percent of the
population opposed it.

Police present

South African
spokesmen say that residents

—_—

Government

.,. w"..mnﬂ.ﬂ.h..r.“c:.”.....,
_Emﬁ ﬁzmu they Ecﬂma to w&.
shabelo that it would eventual-
ly be incorporated into QwaQ-
wa and should not have moved
in if they were against it.

But opponents say that many
peoplie were forced to move
there as it was the only settle-
ment where housing and ex-
pansion was permitted.

Development aid spokesman
Miss Betsy Smith also pointed
out that there was no violence
or formal protests after incor-
poration which showed people
were not opposed to the idea.

Critics say that the strong
police presence a few days be-
fore and after incorporation,
the presence of numerous
armed “kitskonstabels” and the
fact that seven young activists
are in detention for opposing
incorporation made people
afraid to show their feelings.

Another factor which inhibits
people from organising pro-
tfests is that the people of Bot-
shabelo are not a homogeneous
community. Apart from the
common Sesotho language, res-
idents come from a variety of
backgrounds and are virtual
strangers to each other.

The Chief Minister of QwaQ-
wa, Paramount Chief M J Mo-
peli, is not without support. He
has the backing of some resi-
dents because of his influence
in negotiating land for the
64 000 Sothos who were forced

Report claims most residents opposed to inclusion
Govt move to incorporate Botshabelo into

uld m_,um: disaster

to move from Kromdraai.

But even his supporters are
said to be divided about incor-
poration.

“Those who work in schools
and other Government depart-
ments know that South African
administration of salaries and
pensions is far better than the
homeland administration,” said
one community worker,

Chief Mopeli has welcomed
incorporation. He has arranged
a few meetings in Botshabhelo,
and in July, claimed to :mﬂm
held a “secret balot” in which
he said he collected 11 000 sig-
natures.

Why would Chief Mopeli
wish to be burdened with an
impoverished settlement so far
from QwaQwa?

Control budget

According to the National
Committee Against Removals,
Chief Mopeli stands to boost
his standing as a black leader
and will gain control of Botsha-
belo’s budget. This year South
Africa doubled the develop-
ment budget to R50 million.

The Government has denied
that ingorporation will even-
tually lead to independence,
yet a question posed by the Na-
tional Committee Against Re-
movals in a report on incor-
poraton remains unanswered:

“Unlike other bantustans
that oppose independence,
QwaQwa is extremely keen to
extend its land area. Why
would they want to incorporate
Botshabelo if there was no in-
tention of taking indepen-
dence?”

-t

. . —

Gravediggers in Botshabelo. Residents say there are between 20 and an_
funerals in the settlement every weekend.
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Staff Reporter

THE government had not
stopped forced removals but
was using terminology like

. “development” and “upgrad-

ing” to justify them, the co-
ordinator of the National
Committee Against Removals
(NCAR), Ms Laurine Platzky,
said yesterday.

Speaking at a press briefing,
Ms Platzky said there had been
contradictions in government
statements since 1982 when Dr
Piet Koornhof declared that
there would be no more forced
removals.

In January this year, however,
the Minister of Constitutional De-
velopment and Planning, Mr
Chris Heunis, had qualified this
by saying that the government
“has never said there would not
be any more forced removals.. ..
what the government sajd was

that there would be no foreced
removals for political reasons”.

Ms Piatzky said the government
now tried to use planning termin-
ology to justify certain removals,
by “blurring the distinction be-
tween removals for development
and political purposes”.

She cited the example of
Kleinskool near Port Elizabeth,
where up to 15000 coloured
people and blacks had lived to-
gether for the past 60 years.

A Group Areas board hearing
was held there last yvear and indi-
cations were that the government
intended declaring the area
coloured — which would lead to
the removal of thousands of
blacks who lived there.

“If that's not political, I don't
know what it is,” said Ms Platzky.

A Western Cape NCAR worker,
Ms Julia Shapiro, said many in-
formal “squatter” settlements in
the Peninsula and Cape Flats
were under threat. It appeared

that the government wanted to
“clear up” the peri-urban areas

before the October municipal -

elections.

Western Cape squatter commu-
nities at Bloekombos (Kraaifon-!

tein), Red Hill (Simon’s Town),.
Fish Hoek and Hout Bay also
stood on the brink of removal,
she said.

- At least five communities in
the Transvaal faced forced re-
movals, while up to 2900600
people in Natal lived with the
uncertainty of possibly belng in-
corporated into KwaZuiu.

A further 10 communities in |

the Eastern, Northern and South-

ern Cape were immediately |

threatened with removal.

Ms Debbie Newton, an NCAR
member, said that Botashabelo
in the Free State was last year
incorporated into Qwa Qwa, more
than 300km away, for political
reasons.

i
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PRETORIA — An off-duty’

was attacked by a mob

intured on Saturday i
oemfontein, 'ﬁolice

-~ The unidentified

_ three stab wounds an |

“hospitalina serious condition, th

“unrest. report gald. - tEPE

"~ The attack follows the

| l)olicemen in Attridgeville,
a, on Friday when en o

on a group of people in ithe yard ol

home. !

- - There have been no arrm in c;onnec- |

| tion with the attack, ih which nree
| - ple were also inj R
" AKAT cartridge cases W

- A B

C- LR -
.r . I-:"
. . ’-j
1
1



o —— — A i m ..

By DA
THE town

)
Nepmle—"

council of Kutl-

wanong township near Oden- ww
daalsrus in the Free State has BB % i a
come up with a unique fnon- |EEESSE R Smm— 4

o

ar!"?ﬁ h

ey-making scheme -~ it
charges R300 “admission
fee” per family for outsiders
to come into the township and
put up a shack.

This practice, introduced in April g% _ fEv e i e e
tast year, has resulted in an influx [REFSL 50 G REEah ciiceas S A E TS
into the township of people from &S . e e R U B SR
surrounding areas who are stranded
without accommodation. S

+ The council has already netted about
R 150 000 from each of the 500 families
now lorming part of the squatter com-
munity in the township.

Oncc these people are in the town-

ship, the council does not provide sites -
for them to erect their shacks.

And the question whether this prac-
tice is legal or not is at the centre of a
dispute between thc council and an
organisation known as The Resident,
the local community affairs watchdog.

“They are making a fortunc out of |SEEt AR Al ERRURE SRS Spais s s e S R Sedvielhtig
. :ﬁmn farm folk,” said a spokesman. R VL e e IR R SR _ ALyl T et o
. ™ -
“Wha T eveh worse is the fact that
the nu::n__..w..m encougaging squatting for
LI i *

a profit.” 37" %
£

The chairfman of The Resident, Se-
chaba Maphike-Konyana, said local
residents asked his organisation ta look
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into the legalify of the operation, and * [Efls! %om . ) . . e e R
" that 1a WYCrs had been briefed. w e £ m e T A o e e e e e e e Pl e e M S R S R A VAT, %_. !

+ He satd that beside the R300 “admis- M ria Nyeliwe and her family in front of the small shack they paid the council R300 to build in Kutlwanong.
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“They are
making a
fortune out -
of these - '~
farm mO:ﬂ C
Even worse
is that the -
council .
encourages -
‘squatting for
a profit.” - -
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By DAN DHLAMINI

THE town council of Kutl-
wanong township near Oden-
daalsrus in the Free State has
come up with a unique mon-
ey-making scheme it
charges R300 *“admission
fee'” per family for outsiders
to come into the township and
put up a shack.

This practice, introduced in April
last year, has resulted in an influx
tnto the township of people from
surrounding areas who are stranded
without accommoedation,

The counci! has already netted about
R150000 irom each of the 500 lamilies
mowe Torming part of the squatter com-
munity o the lewnship

Once these people are e the town.
:-.h:p_ the L'uum_*iI d-.u:s ot prr:.n.rid-: !-ilt.‘.*!i
[ist them 1o crect their shacks

And 1the question whether this prac-
tree v legal or mot s at the centre of a
divpuie belween the council and an
vrgansation known as The Resident,
the local community aflars watchdog,

“They are making a fortune out of
these tarm folk,” said a spokesman, |
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“They are i
makinga - .
fortune out: - .
of these - -

farm folk.
Even worse =
1s that the :
council v

encourages -

SRR }ﬂ‘léven warse is the fuci 1hat
the council is encousaging squatting for

Loprot,t L s :

The ch;iir:n:m of The Resident, Se-
chaba: Muphike-Kenyapa, said lecal
restdents ashed bas organisation to look
inte the legaldy ol the operation, and
that Liwvers had been briefed.

Ile said that beside the RGO “admis-

sion fee”, new squatter
families were charged a
further R313 flodgers’ fee
per month by the council.

Because the council does
rot provide sites, families
are forced 1o squat in the
ards of registered families
in the township, 10 whom
they have to pay a monthly
rent af R5) ar R60,

“The landlord, in tuen,
has ko pay an ¢xtra R10 to
the council for each 1enant
i his yard,” sard Maphike-
konyana.

‘Admission fee’ nets ¥
Kutlwanong.R150 000 -

“The council also ¢x-
pects people visiting the
township o pay a levy of
Rl a day,” he added.

A list of about 500
shack-dwellers and dup)i-
cate receipts reflecting n
totul of RI50000 were

i

shown to City Pressby The
Resident executive com-
miltee this week.

The commitiee's spokes-
man, Peter Xaba, said they
wero pressarising the coun-
cil to refund the money
befare the council disbands

THE set of principles
agreed on for peace in Na-
mibia by South Africa,
Angola and Cuba were re-
[eased at a news conler-
¢nce called by Foreign Al-
Fairs Minister Pik Botha in
Pretonia this week.

The [4 principles which
would lead to black rule in
the country were formally
unveiled in Washingtan,
Pretoria, Havanna and
Luanda on Wednesday.

A memurandum  re-
feased ut 1the Pretoria news
cunference said the gov-
cramenls recognised that
cach of the principles was
indispcnsable o a compre-
hensive  settlement.  This
mcludes the implementa-
tion af Resolution 435 of
the United Nations Secu-
rity Council which pro-
vides for unsupervised in-
dependence for Namibia.

The principles  slate:
“The parties shall agree
upon and recopunend o
the Sccrewary General of
. the United Nintons a date
. for commencement of im-
- plementation of Resolu-
tion 435"

THE possibility of Swapo winning an elec-
tion under UN supervision was more a
yuestion for the prople of Namibin ¢than for
the South African government, according
to Defence Minister Gen Mugnus Malan.

tle was speaking at anews canference in
Pretaria where the South Afrlean govern-
ment announced its approval of o set of
in  Namibiz and

principles fTor prace
Angoli.
h .
3
{
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The governments of An-
gola and South Africa
would co-operate with in-
dependence procedures for
Numibia thraugh free and
fair eleciions and abstan
from action that could pre-
venl the exccution of Reso-
lution 435.

Botha suggested that
chances of troop with-
drawals were brightened

by Angolan-Cuban flexi-
ility on the issue and b

growing similarity in L

and Soviet views on the
subject.

The United States and
the Soviet Union have set
Scptember 29 as a target
dale for agreement on a
settiement plan.

Botha said it was signifie
canl that consensus had
been reached for the first
lime between the adversar
tes. :

Hc cautioned that the
principles were interrclat-
ed and il Cuba and Angola
¢ould not agree on the

withdrawl of Cuban
troops, they could not ex-
pect  agreement to  be

reached on an implemen-

Principles for SWA peace
may be applied soon - Pik

tation dale for Resolu-
tion 435.

A link between Resolu-
tion 435 and Cuban with-
drawal was [irmly ac-
knowledged in the talks,
he added.

Asked whether the prin-
ciples meant an end to
South Africa’s military aid
ta Unita, Botha said: *Just
as this is not the stage to
approach Angola on the
issue of their support to
the ANC, this is alsa not
the stage 10 address the
question of our aid to Un-
ita.”

k bt ’

Due to the “delicate na-
turce™ of the peace talks he
was not able to comment
an whether the agreement
would constitute an imme-
diate ceascfire or non-ag-

_pression pact, he said,

The next phase of talks
involved coming to agree-
ment on the implementa-
tion of the principles and
could be started “within
days, not months” some-
where in Southern Alrica.
-~ Sapa

Swapo government up to Namibians

Asked about Swapo winning an election,
Malan sald: “*Are you forecasting now that
the future elections will be won by Swapa?

“[ helieve n lot of water s still to flow
before you can express that type

Told it was 8
think it is really a question that the South
West African people should take into con-
sideration, mare than the South African

of view,”
possibility, Malan said: “I

government.'” - Sapa
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next month, ** Con
“We have a legitimate
case against the council.
Mowhere in their by-laws is
the RI00, R33, R10 and
Rt levies explained, and if
they fail to refund. this
money we will be forced to
take them to court.”
“The government
scrapped infllux control
and they arc now re-enforc-
ing 1t by charging pcople
cxhorbitant fees,” said
Shadrack Mahasela, vice-
chairman of The Resident.

Maria Nyeliwe, one of
those who paid RI00 for
coming into Kutlwanong,
where she and her husband
and seven children are
sinying in a one-bed-
roomed shack, sard her
husband was unemployed.

Kutiwanong's former
meyor, Obed Makakane,
who was ousted in mayoral
clections last week, con-
firmed that newcomers
were each charged R300.

*1 cannot comment fur-
ther on this subject be-
cause I am no longer may-
or, although 1 am still
councillor and because |
learnt that the matter was
being handled by lawyers,™
he said.

The present  mayor,
whose «term of office ex-

ires on August 15, LP

ofokeng, a regional court
intepreter in Welkom, also

! snid he knew about thc

charges, but was going 1o
slop the practice,

The twoe men's explana-
tions did not please the
residents who were inter-
viewed by City Press.

* *This has been gaing on

since .m:ril last year and
they {Mofokeng and Ma.

kakanc) have supported

I the payment of R300, bu

now that the whole thing
has been exposed, they
wanl 1o wash their hands.

“They are equally puilty
of driving people into nis-
¢ry,” said pensioner Leah
Moholo, bitter aboul pay-,
ing an extra R40D per

"t N e b e - P L A e e iy ek

month for her four tenants. -
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" 68yWhen bé%ng entertdined ata i'eistaurant_, I'm never sure -
whether to gnrf: my order direct to the waiter, or tell my
host which dishes I'd like. But Potnever indoubt about -

_the cigareties to ask for aftef themeal. 99 . . - . L
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* A London connoisseur insists that the correct courseistotelt ...
your host which dishas you'd like. (Soma diners-out have been
known to order from the waiter as well, in the hopa of getling s
two helpings!) Of cowrse, itisn't necessarylo askforMills . -
Special as all considerale hosts know their guests appreciale . -,
the fine, expensive tobaccos in Milfs Special.
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BOSLO . the rett eemp in the F ree Stete where peeerty fer its 500 000 residente is a way of life.

proclaims:
Future.”

AR the entrance to the industrial park
with its rows of bright, metal-roofed
factories a Government billboard
“Together We’ll Build a Brighter

The British Union Jack flies alongside the flags of

Taiwan, Israel

and South Africa,
imvestment by these nations in the industrial area .

signalling

outside this township of about 500000 people in the
windblown, dusty flatlands of the Free State.

But the factories, the slogans and the investment
have done little to alleviate the grinding poverty of the

residents of Botshabelo,
South Africa’s second
biggest and fastest-
growing black township.

Botshabelo means
*place of refuge.”

Pretoria, implement-
ing 1ts apartheid policies,
set up Botshabelo eight
years ago when it bought
the former farm of
Onverwacht (which
means unexpected} to
resettle “surplus™ blacks
not permitted to live 1n
white-designated South
Africa.

Barren

Many of the residents
— victims of the
Government’s policy of
forced removals — were
moved from homes in the
Free State, Southern
Transvaal and the
Western Cape, separated
from their livestock and
dumped on tiny plots of
the barren land.

Since th{c‘i} ggterla
has -poured {millions of
rands Into Betshebele,

‘belo  for

m'h't“‘]}

~ SAPA-REUTER

matnly 1n generous
allowances to foreign
industrialists setting up
business in the area.
About 50 comparnies,
mostly frem Taiwan,
Israecl and Hong Kong,
have opened factories
here. A few are South
African, one Italian and

two are British textile

firms.

**There are some
factories here that pay
R60 a month,” said Mr
[saac Koko (21), a high-
school dropout who has
been scoyring Botsha-
18 months
looking for work,

“I don’t think they (the
industrialists) are doing
the right thing for the

. LI Loa 1.
"y -r_.-'"'dl'_" T . F

people,”” added Mr
MacDoenald Makhoa,
Mr Koko’s daily com-
panion in the search for
work. _

“If they don’t pay
enough, they should
close their factories and
go,” he added. Unem-
ployment in Botshabelo
is unofficially estimated
at 80 percent.

Officials urge residents
to build shacks of
corrugated 1iron but
many still live in tents,
refusing to accept their
new domicile, and use
toilets planted on top of
holes in the ground.

Disowned

Last month the
Government disowned
Botshabelo and overrode
residents’ protests by
declaring it part of
QwaQwa, the poorest of
South Africa’s 10
homelands, which is
about 200 km away.

There are few schools,

no running water and a
bucket system for
sewerage. Some residents
compete for jobs in the
Free State gold mines 100
km away.

Church and commun-
ity workers .say the

apartheldf ideology has :

overwhelmed economic
logic in Betshabele

“On a scale of human

| misery, these people are
| among the most vulner-
| able in the country,” said

-
a

— L - " -

86

’ fl..;

ercent

of residents
are jobless

Ms Laureen Platzky, a
soclal worker from the
National Committee
Against Removals.

To try to solve the
problem, Pretoria lures
businessmen to Botsha-
belo with lucrative
incentives.

The Government pays
for construction of the
factories, subsidises
rentals for 10 years,
grants low-interest loans
and provides a 95 percent
rebate on monthly wages
to -a maximum of RI100
for seven years,

As a further sweetener
Pretoria also pays a 40
percent subsidy on rail
transport, gives training

~ grants of 125 percent and

40 percent
subsidies for white
managers living in
Bloemfontein 55 km
away.

housing

Bucket

Labeur researchers

charge that some ef the
wage subsidies ‘are

Sklmmed by prnfiteermg"

factory owners, ~ .

Faeter}' werkers say-

there are 1o trade unions
“t0o éhre!d ‘them from

exploitation and a vast®™
pool of unemployed. in“'* 4
the shantytown eager to*

replace them if they are’
fired. ,
“You havetobea feel-_}__.‘
not to make money .
here,” said one white'
,shep owner, who refused
to give his name, ,4
Mrs Anna Matladi, a 1
41-year-old widow wrtht'g
six children, is one of,
3000 women who dig
holes for the latrmesj
and clean away plastle

buckets of mghtsell three

e -

tifes a. week. SRR

She works for the tei.'ene

“council and earns. LRED"
| rand a-month.

IJ."'-H!
i =." i
et

*“I have no choice,” he ik
said - as she empued an”
bucket of sewage onto 4 '_
truck. ““But I am hetfer"f‘f
off in this job. If [ wﬂrked‘
in the factories I weuld

earn R 140. ::{7:-..;

——
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New militancy as Botshabelo
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workers demand union rights

BOTSHABELO, the mass squatter —

settlement near Bloemfontein, was
rocked by an unprecedented bout of
industrial militancy this week as
workers in the township’s industrial
estate demanded the recognition of
their trade union.

About 450 workers were sacked af-
ter thousands of workers at two fac-
tories downed tools to back claims
that a key supreme court decision,
which last month blocked incorpora-
tion of the township into QwaQwa,
has opened the way for employers in
the area to deal with trade unions.

Botshabelo, incorporated by gov-
ernment edict into QwaQwa last year,
attracts investors from Israel, Tai-
wan, England and South Africa be-
cause of decentralisation incentives
which include some of the lowest
wages in the country, state subsidies
and an absence of militant uniomsm.

A strike by some 2 300 workers at
the Yichihoo shoe factory, a Taiwa-
nese company, was sparked on Fri-
day when a colleague was assaulted

L
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by the director’s son, says a local of-

South Africa’s secnnd

- biggest township,
Botshabelo, Is experiencing
Industrial action for the first
time. By EDDIE KOCH

ficial of the Transport and General
Workers' Union (TGWU).

Thamsanqa Mfazwe, TGWU orga-
niser for the Free State, said a brawl
erupted at the factory after the worker
had been beaten for refusing to name
a colleague who crumpled up his
payslip and threw it away to express
disapproval at his low wages.

A group of labourers armed them-
selves with stones and bottles while
the entire workforce downed tools in
protest at the assault and added de-
mands for the union to be recognised.

Police were cailed in to break up the
sirike and all the workers sacked.
This week the company re-employed
2 080 women but refused to accept
some 220 men back, saying they
were responsible for the violence.

A representative for the company, TGWU in Botshabelo.

A

who identified herself as Mrs Miller,
said: “We are not members of the un-
ion and nor are the workers, nor will
we be if we can possibly help it.”
She refused to comment on the un-
ion’s allegations.

The second strike broke out at the
Electronic Magnetic Association
(EMA} plant in Botshabelo when
more than 300 labourers protested at
management’s refusal to discuss un-
ion recognition with Mfazwe. This
week 30 workers, including all the
shop stewards, were dismissed.

TGWU, an affiliate of the Congress
of South African Trade Unions, has
instructed its lawyers to 1investigate
the 1eBality of both seis of sackings.

Olfie Kok, manager of EMA’s head
office in Johannesburg, said the gov-
ernment had appealed against the su-
preme court bar on the township be-
ing ceded to the “homeland” and that
the township would remain under the
jurisdiction of QwaQwa, where there
is no law providing for unionism,
until the appeal is heard. For this rea-
son the company could not recognise

u -y - ' ‘IH‘""E
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"By PHANGISILE MTSHALI

THIS week marks the third anniversary of living in

tents for over 100 Dobsonville residents.

The tent cosnmunity was started in Octeber 1986
when over 147 families who were evicied from newly
built houses were left to spend nights in the epen.

Their plight touched the hearts of priests who
housed them in church buildings.

“For three months we were shunted from one
place to the next until we were housed i!‘ll the
Dobsonvitlle Roman Catholic Church hall,said Mr
Vincent Ditse, who shares a tent with his family of
four.

“The hall was over crowded and there was no
privacy. That led the Witwatersrand Council of
Churches to offer us these tents as a shori term
arrangment, We were promised sub-economic houscs
by the council.” :

“The tent dwellers are there on their own free
will,” said the mayor of Dobsonvilte Mr Steve Nkatlo
when asked for comment.

“After being evicted from the houses they had
altocated themselves, they were told to go back to
their former houses. They have to be on the waitilng
list like everybody else. Their being there does nol give
them priority above other people wailing to be
allocated houses.™

Life goes on as usual for the thirty families who
are still living there although the area has no infra-
structure N

The tents are small (8x5m}; have no partiiions
and there is still no privacy. There are no toilets and

F

_.the whole community uses acommunal toilet from the

1 =

.- worry - is the lack ol

B

- church building. There is onty onc tap which also
belongs to the church. They do not have rubbish hinls,
therefore, they pile their rubbish at the corner of their
camp settlement, e i

“We have learnt 1o live
without the basic needs,”
said Mr  Ditse. “Our

SOWETAN, Tuesday, October 4, 1988

.
% LY sl
i

- -

" .

MR e el

E R F# g :“5 TR, T

-8 gl

L

A
¥

-y

LIFE goes on as usual for the ient community In Dobsonville.
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safety The tents are cold 8
- when its cold and hot F)
“when it's hot. They arc B8 not to talk.

easily blown away by

LONDON — To talk or

South Alrica’s neigh-

wind. Sometimes they
split into two when there
15 a strong wind. Cur
goods have been stolen
while we are asleep at
night.*

-, Bumnt

" In three years two tents
have becn bumt down,
one was struck by
Jightening and the other

-

'.._“,‘was blown away by a

stormy wind in the

Ermiddle of the night. No-
i

Yone was injured in these

inciderts.
Mr Nkatlo agreed that
the lack of inira-
_ structure in the camp was
g health hazard to the

3 bigue met

bours are divided over
whether peace can come
to the rcgion by talking
to President P W Botha,

A President Mobuto Sese

Seko of Zaire met the
South African leader on

Saturday. The presidents

of Malawi and Mozam-
him last
month. President Kaun-
day of Zambia is
reported to have let it be
known he is willing to

d meet him.

President Robert

B Mugabe of Zimbabwe
B has ruled oul

such a
meeting and has implied

B criticism of African
i} heads of state who did
3l talk

" Dobsonville community. [ Africans. Mr Mupabe

to the South

said on Friday that he
would not meet President
Botha umtil there was
change inside South
Africa. 1 don't see any
putpose n lalking to
him. | see a purpose in
President Chissano of
Mozambigue meeting
him against the back-
ground of the Nkomatt
Accord. 1 don’t know
what Mobutu Sese Seko
really has in common
with Botha . . . our own
approach is that South
Africa must {irst accept
that its apartheid system
is obnoxious and
unacceptable and must
accept 1that change must
come to South Africa.™

Meanwhile, President
Eduardo dos Santas of
Angola is being urged to
open negotialions  with
the Unita rebels, who are

-

1

R s = -

backed by South Alrica
and the Usnited. States..
The Americans = have
urged conservative
African lcaders to
encourage the Angolan
Government to do a deal
with Unita. They point
out that if the South
Africans leave Namibia,
and are na longer a threat
0 Angola, the 50000
Cubans would be sitaying
in Angola simply to fight
Urita {(United Front lor
the Liberation of
Angola). This would

amount Lo intervenuon

by non-Afnican forces,
which goes against the
charter of the Organisa-
tion of African Unity and
would be unacceptable to
many Alrican countrics.,

Stalled

The Unita guestion s
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Millions can

BLOEMFONTEIN — There were
about 7 million people in informal
hdusing and shelter ip South Afri-
g s urban areas, the Urban Foun-
- dation’s managing director, Mr

- |

Sg-m van Coller, said yesterday.

<Addressing a Foundation con-
f¢rence on demography, economic
Opportunities and education, he
warned that on the basis of affor-
dability most South Africans
would never become home-
owners through the acquisition of
a.formal house. -

>Mr Van Coller said the country
did not need a Prevention of Ille-
gal Squatting Bill. - '

~He said an “Informal Housing
Bill” would recognise informal

housing as part of the nation
housing stock and promote up-
grading and not demolition of in-
formal housing.

The Bill envisioned by the
Urban Foundation would further
ensure access to serviced land for
the very poor. |

STATE OE EMERGENCY |

Mr Van Coller told the meeting
that the state of emergency had
an important bearing on the situa-
tion in which urban blacks found
themselves,

Restrictions on important com-
munity organisations placed seri-
Ous constraints on the work of or-
ganisations such as the Urban
Foundation. |

't af o

O

g P, = f-:-._;;;r...-“
The Foundation beélreved that
all South Africans had a common
destiny and that there was an ur-
gent need to move away from ra-
cial structuring.

Mr Van Coller said that South
Africa had suffered by excluding

millions of people from decisions
that affected them.

“We need to adopt an approach
that includes people in decision-
making at all levels.

“And, finally, we believe there
Is a need to reverse the erosion of
the principles of the rule of law so
that South Africa can return to
the road of expanding civi] liber-
ties.” — Sapa.

@ See Page 4M,
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| S ————— hceman who asked not to
TWENTY three faml_ were cunﬁscated by the I-le ald he wnuld
is luding small By MZ|KAY|SE council, investigate the matter  be namec} sald }hﬂ}’
]iﬁd mcul tg i the b : EDOM : Mr Edwin Motebang, and try to provide the received instructions
children, slept 1M IMC 5.0 10 the squatters, deputy mayor of Davey- families with alternative from 'cnunml officials,
open after their shacks  inciuding building ton, yesterday said he accommodation. including councillors to
were demolished by the  haterials and furniture  was not aware of the raid. A senior council po-  demolish the shacks.

i

Daveyton Town Coun- pe

cil .this week. -
The  shacks were
| demolished at Davey--
-# ton’s Etwatwa East on
Monday. The families
i slept.in.the open at the-
premises‘mf the Daveytqn _
“-.council-offi ices. S
They.] left the offices on”
-Tuesday afternoon. * -
.*The’ ,rald on ‘the
squatters was ‘conducted
z - by . the ~council” police,
j_'cﬂde-named “Squad B”.
. -All the: prupert}' belongﬂ '
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THE deputy Minister of Health, Dr Michael
Veldman. this week paid a visit to Soweto to launch an
anti-pollution campaign that would result in areas of
the city being declared “smoke-free”” 1n the near
future.

The Minister was By MOJALEFA

accompanied by the MOSEKI
mayor of Soweto, Mr —

Nelson Botile, the
council’s town clerk Mr
. Nico Malan, Soweto’s
health officer Dr W
Matsie and a group of
councillors. Among a
group of experts who
were with Dr Veldman
was Mr Martin Lloyd
who had been monitor-
ing the smoke pollution
in Soweto for more than
a year.

one if the situation 1s not
monitored. The condi-
tions at the Mshengu
squatter camp 1s totally
unacceptable. The lack
of accommodation In
Baragwanath Hospital 18
totally unacceptable. The
smoke pollution levels n
Soweto during winter is |
also totally unaccepi-
able,” said Mr Veldman
in response to Press

e ————— “““] | health hazard, but it .- e
visited clinics and

> could easi 3 1 L
could easily develop Into schools in the township.

.‘

|||||
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leporters - R O e FEIVOR l T ae
1as issued a stern
e police will be re-
ir actions against
h the Left and the

n the charged atmo-
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- Political Gerespond

The State Prsident, Mr PW
Botha, could bae been the tar-

L)

the wounding of 17

il Pretoria at 3 pm - * the Wit Wolwe. FMMV <%

. %" « The politica orrespondent of
legedly by m-ﬂw;mm 29 Sl NE e e T S SR - B SRS _ " Beeld, Mr Tim.du Plessis, said
o be the leader of 7 =il udiieC i fean su e ol e g iR R ) U S SRR e W yesterday tha be receiyed 2
Wit Wolwe (White P it SaEetas e st T Lo s oa S e s L vete A e ianetal AN R edepmefny  phone call from an angnymous

- PR e e b e T e N T A Sieng Ve IS s | Tan late on Maday night after

complain if we clamp
dressed by Mr3otha.'~

ofings. e B R kRO e e S B AL R AR SEL ST it At ey, khgmanmwm_-mﬂ thermeeting.

1, [y

-

: .._I.__._, ,...m.l..l__. ' : o : ‘ L \ 3
ipating-Mr Strydom's EEERIROY et Sl i s i R e i e s el SR e ol B
right-wig3. organigation .
responsibility”jor & num-, g
this year. & Lo S e R S e Seeen e e e R SifEeraEat  er of the Wi Wiwe

that 11 of the 17 injured HEifswe Raiige e eialne s s el e S R e i e L35 - - He then toicMr Du Plessis to
still in either a serious or 3 keep a carefuvatch on the cen-

d with 2 9 tomati LR B e L R R e e S U RN I - B of Pretorszthe :mum ﬂmw be-
od with 2 9 mm automatic SRR SR TR e o A . . s . | : o ise sometoag would happen
cﬁmqmn by three black po- Police remove the body of the last of the four people kil ed by a gunman in Pretoria's city centre yesterday. In h which ﬂcﬁwﬂmaa:m:m”m wﬁwqu

shooting spree near the | n -  rampage he alse m:mr._lr.mﬂ 17 people. Witnesses said the gunman apparently E:.:wn_ only at black people. ‘the Wit Wolw-meant business. -~

trijdom Square. 5 ————. _

“the Afrikaner Weerstands- / _M [ -y AM \__J_l_m“ W e ..I.|.....H.1Lﬂ_ ﬁm.ﬂ@.m&pg N@m@@@@ m&%@@@@_ﬂ _“

< Ur

- cause of rumcTs that Mr.Botha

* could annonmwe Mandéla's re-
Jease. ToomTmr Mk o

*
'

e e il oo,

o -
-

pite T f s it v e MESS Ereen] AR PEE F AT S, TR PRI 10 s SR K £ o - organisation wiich calls itself

he had retured to his ‘office .
after attendinrthe meeting ad- -

! .p..m ents -attendec the meeting be- -~

¢ Tre-fhan saixhe was the leadi™

" The caller ;aid Mr .wa_&m .

y congress in Pretoria  gusbes i M cxm ey BN R S SNBSS SRk e | SO el A BT - 5 ol B LIS RS SR
: B L T e T e ERR R TR D PR o SRiE AR e e e W e o B owed his life u the fact that he ;*
Rarend Hendrik Stry- A RS S T T s SR iR e e e T Pl sl had not annomced the release
rg ﬂmMmMMEm held in ..“,.wh. R e s SRE e, o i RN RN T T O of jaited ANL ieader Nelson
st

——

—_— =




W**"‘Mshenguville squalter camp in%

‘s’ 140 Mofolo. The hundreds of residents
at the camp have endured the -,

squalor for almost five years since * R,

Soweto’s former mayor, Mr ~

‘Ephraim “ET” Tshabalala, defled

. health and squatting regulations .*
_and started the “town”. The
pictures tell the story.
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il e g
G w
L o Mo gy FRIDAY, 4 MAY 1990 1148 M 1149 FRIDAY, 4 MAY 1990 1150
w_ o o w”_m. ; -— S :
ol (b) PA3—R1459, 7\ (b) OB 55088 — R12 201,25 % The MINISTER OF PLANNING AND PRO- |The MINISTER OF PLANNING AND PRO-
B9 w} 4 —R2 947 /& OB 55011 — R 3 429,55 | VINCIAL AFFAIRS: VINCIAL AFFAIRS: o A
Ry A 5 —R3 561 OB 59000 — R 2 998,27 ) {4~ , wwSACA Wl oy s,
v PA 6 — Nil OB 50050 — R 3 625 91 1 _ﬂ/nriwi.n\, rrh v . Orange Free State W 1N ’ T.x,
¥y PA 7 — R895 _ | Orange Free State: (1) The total debts as on 31 December 1989
B2 — R¢ - — _ _ 3 - - on ecember -
L PA 8 — Nil Black local authorities: joint debt burden (D) Yes. (5 y per town were as follows:(SEETT 2w,
ﬂ i . . | ~— ] . l e ox
n.m, Lw Incidentals not exceeding R300 are not in- 204. Mr W C MALAN asked the Minister of § (a) The squatters camp is"adjacent to a Local Authorities Total debts—"
”....._..w?. cluded in the above-mentioned AMoOUNLS. Planning and Provincial Affairs:t g natural pan of which the water-level R
e ; . i varies according to the rainfall and Allanridge (Nyakallong) 8 374,06
el ¢ Natal- (1) .Mwm—_v What was the joint debt burden of  } which is fed by the immediate vicinity Arlington (Leratswana) 78 069,05
R ¢ ack local authonities in the Orange Free _ . h B
s L | e of the pan where squatters reside Bethlehem (Bohlokong) 710 609,05
S (a) NP 26 — 39 000 km State at the end of the 1986-87 financial . : Bloemfontein (M 6272
Tk NP 63 — 24 613 km yvear and (b) to what amount had it with consequent extremely high re- B ..,“ﬂu._ ﬂ_n MHM m.mmnmwznmu 3 831 mwmmm_
e — ) . : : othaville
S NP 64 — 34 775 km increased by the end_of the 1988-89 sicua) consentration and resultant Boshof (Seretse) 9 457,97
i NP 43 — 38 378 km financial year; % _ calil fIsks. Bultfontein (Phahameng) 137 mﬁ“qm
. NP 69670 — 16 138 km (since August  (2) whether there are any Black Tocal author. (b) Is presently in process. * Brandiort (Vajuemaswcy) 196 385,10
1989 s in thi : : arens (Kgubetswana :
) m n_“w Hw mmm province EEmﬂ.am not have a (c) To Nyakallong, a .nnﬁ@ ﬁ_mE.ﬁn and Clocolan (Hiohiolwane) 119 151.61
| (b) NP 26 — R2 583,27 €bt burden at present; 1t so, (a) what surveyed town adjacent to Stinkdam | Comelia (Ntswanatsatsi) 12 047 .01
4 NP 63 — R1 763.15 authorities and (b) in a.mﬁnwa wirat date and which is supplied with municipal Dealesville (Tswaraganang) 107 509,48
; NP 64 — R1 991,59 15 this information ?,..H.._.:\m,,_._mn. - Services. ) Dewetsdorp (Morojaneng) 121 521,17
- NP 43 — R4 10127 Ty Wl ,ﬂ,é P B484E : . Edenburg (Ha-Rasebei) 162 531,96
NP 69670 — R1 443,32 The MINISTER OF PLANNING AND PRO- () Approximately 28 years. {  Edenville (Ngwathe) 24 530,95
. VINCIAL AFFAIRS: (2) Yes. ) Excelsior (Mahlatswetsa) 23 545,64
T > Transvaal: (1) ( . : {a) During the exist f the fi | pauresmith (ipopens) el
> . a) RI185 190 243,00 — This amount is nng e existence ol e iormer Ficksburg (Meqgheleng) 1303 217,02
) As far as the Province of Transvaal is con- subject to final auditing. , Southern Orange Free State Devel- | Fouriesburg (Masjaing) 95 516,64
cemned, the following: (b) The accumulated debt at the end of opment Board. Franklort (Bamafhach 29 053775
- . . . 4 .
(a) the kilometres covered were, respec- the 1988-89 financial year cannot be (b) By the former Southern Orange Free Mwﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂh ﬁwﬁ__uﬂﬂw_ﬂ_wumu wmw mww,ww
e s e ol dimen 2
Provourad Offical T Vehicl Kil r - an - an . : H - c Ion Intona 4
Hﬂwqﬁna zﬁﬂg e ’ pmetres years have not yet been completed. M © @ mm””“_mm_ _M{Hnmmww nﬁm.mw_ m%% Hmw o Hobhouse (Dipelaneng) 7 586,03
._._ e e m e om0 Y Hoopad (i #3667
. MMXHI4T GCVISSG  Mercedes 230 ; s . .
ST GEvee MemmswE 70 @) Falh () The secondary easons were Kewell (Tholong) 21 640,74
LIL245T  GCP18SG  MercedesZ30E 29 593 (b) Falls away. - : that the ground is not suitable Koffiefontein (Ditthake) 55 462 .28
KXJ97T8T GCP157G BMWT728i 57 181 - : : ; "y
LMG3IT GCP6ISG  BMW 718 iM 26 865 — - —_— for the erection of houses Koppies (Kwakwatsi) 206 840,26
,_ + Stinkdam squatters : that the land is also ced § Kroonstad (Maokeng) 3 622 259,00
: (b) the maintenance costs were as follows: : ¢anc 13 requirea 1or Ladybrand (Manyaiseng) 90 042,96
- 5 . | 215. Mr W C MALAN asked the Minister of the expansion of the sewerage Lindley (Ntha) 105 043,11
i S mmquﬁnaﬂna Mﬁﬁ%ﬁ Type Vehicle Amount Planning and Provincial Affairs: 2, dﬁw\J % disposal works, which serve Marquard (Moemaneng) 36 147,99
Tu Aumbe (1) Whether squatters from mwm._wammuq near m both the White and Black towns ﬁm%ﬂmmmﬁmﬂnzﬂmnom ) qu wwumm
S L 52T GCPING  Mercedes 230E R4 730,00 Allanridge in the Orange Free State, have at Allannidge. Oranjeville Azmmﬁmwn_&m 16 171,37
MXH14T GCVIS$G  Mercedes230 EA  R2 916,00 been or are to be moved: if so, {a) for & Parys (Tumahole) 6 728 811,22
NISGST GCWaI G  Mercedes 230 E R4 434,00 . ’ d k| o P JH R F Tse-Ntsho) 44 54 ﬂLO
LJL245T GCPISSG  Mercedes 30 E R4 241.96 what reasons. {b) when, {c) where to an ] Bilack local antherities: revenue aul Roux (Fateng-Tse-Ntsho) 44 546,
KXJ978T GCPI187TG  BMW 728 RS 179.58 (d) how long has the Stinkdam camp been : Petrusburg (Bolokanang) 60 143,74
.- IMG3I1T GCP619G  BMW 728 iM R2 308,90 in existence; \iawviol il Z\ELE § 216, Mr P G SOAL asked the Minister of WMM..E mWwwwmeEﬂm:_uﬂz_v v m.m. mwwmw
... TS e Y 3 Planni T o arr e | ippolis ng-Tse-Rolo) 2 ,2
Orange Free Siate: (2) whether any invesiigations into ihe possi- | anning and Provincial Affairs: 775 Reddersburg (Qhoweng) 66 168,22
bility of upgrading Stinkdam have been % What total amount was due to each specified Reitz {Petsana) mﬁm 296,59
(a) OB 55088 — 13 500 km made; if not. why not; if so, (a) when, () ¥ Black local authority in respect of (a) rents, Rosendal (Mautse) 32 umm,ww
OR 55011 — 25 600 km by whom and (c) what were the findings ¢ Rouxville (Rweleleyathunya) 118 128.80
O . . Y Whe dlc Senckal (Matwabeng) 80 962,83
B 53000 — 17 600 km of the investigation? “ . gy,
OB 59059 — 18 200 km g : s40E 1 Smithfreld (Mofulatshepe) 14221.05
B i Soutpan (Ikgomatseng) 58 904,40
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY : W ) HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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Faced with the prospect of no shelter, millions of people — like this woman in Plastic View, Temblsa ~— make ‘homes’ with what they can find

Some evict squatters ...

&From PAGE 1

There could be no shasper contrast
to the situation in Transvaal where
shacks are being torn down day after
day — and often in bitterly cold
weather,

Last week two people were killed ot
Phola Park on the East Rand while de-
fending their homes against an on-
slaught by public servants.

The Transvaal Provincial Adminis-
tration’s Johin Mavuso asserts: “The
first responsibility for private land
owners is to prevent squatting.”

And he ranks black local authorities
foremost among the land owners
charged with fulfitling this role.

Mavuso and Minister of Planning
and Provincial Affairs Hermus Krigl
have reacted angrily to announce-
ments this week by the United Demo-
cratic Front’s Southern Transvaal re-
gion that it is to speariiead a campaign
to house the homeless by occupying
vacant property. Kriel described the
campaign as “'an invitation to con-

. frontation™.

The confroniation existed before the
UDF threw down the gauntlet. Re-
cently shacks were demolished at
Midrand, Thokoza, Dobsonviile and
Ikageng, near Potchefstroom. At
Thokoza and Ikageng confrontation
rapdily gave way to viclence and
bloodshed.

This pattern of demolitions fol-
lowed closely on a waming from Law
and Order Minister Adriazan Vlok,
while addressing a business gather-
ing in Secunda, that police had been
ordeted to do everything possible to
eradicate the “evil” of squatting,

“Squatting has become a new meth-
od to violate Fmpln‘n rights to their
own propesty,” soid Viok,

He wrged owners to report squatting

at its earliest manifestation and said

Others seek

Commissjoner of Police Johan van
der Merwe had issued strict orders to
the police to do everything in their
power to stop illegal squatting,

The shack-tdwellers of Dobsonville
had little doubt that orders were being
obeyed when they woke up one frosty
moming last week to find themselves
surrountded, with a police helicopter
hovering overhead. Demolitions fol-
lowed that day. Residents were ar-
rested and charged, among other
things, with public violence.

Almost simultaneously — just
across the Vaal River — technical ad-
visers to the Tumahoele Civic Associa-
tion {TCA) were talking 10 engineers
of the Orange Free State provincial ad-
ministration about how to lay on a
temporary water supply to the 400-

wnit shack town called into being by
the TCA just weeks eatlier.

The plan is te provide communal
taps by conmnecting up to the existing
municipal supply. The civic has
prenised to provide the Jabour and is
examining ways 10 raisc money for
the costs of the project. It also has
technical experts at its disposal
through its relitionship with the Ruea)
Advice Centre (1RAQ).

An RAC representative said the land
eccupation had pushed (he area avail-
able for settlement well beyond the
bounduries of the township.

Lie belicved the relationship be-
tween the TCA and olficinls was pro-

ductive and that the TCA was well on

LM pet3~ 241 Hq0

solutions

&

109

the way "o becoming the implement- payment,

ing agency” in the Tumahole shack
town. The province, ke noted, had no
objection. “They secem to recopnise
that the existing town council of Tu-
mahole has been unsuccessful in
managing the township.™

Resistarice of Tumahole residents to
the local counc is reflected in the
five-year rent and service tari{f boy-

6 Eradicate this
evil ... Squatting has

become a new
method to violate

people’s rights to their
own property ?

colt in the area, The council is undee-
stoodd 10 pose no obtacle to the consol-
tdation of the new shack area.

The TCA itself is preparing to tackle
the (uestion of service charges in the
shantytown, A TCA representative
said they were exploring with the peo-
ple acceptable levels and channels of

It is quite likely that Tumahole shack
community — branded as confronta-
tionist in conventional bureaucratese
— will become the first people in the
area (o resume paying for the services
they consume, OF course, the pay-
ments might be made {o the TCA rath-
er than direct to the local authority.

Said the Rural Advice Office work-
er: “l get the sense that the FFree State
planners really appreciate what land
hunger is.”

Suources close to the Free Siate pro-
vincial authorities detect certain un-
derlying principles in theis approach
to informat sctilements. The fuist dic-
tum i5: don’t demolish. Then there is a
reisonably prompt effort to survey
and scrvice land — frequently the
very lund that ihe people have occu-
pied. And, if there is 10 be a removal 1o
the serviced sites, efforts are made to
negottate this removal or 1o allow the
civic itself to organise the move to
new sites.

Officials are known 10 take the view
that they will work with all relevant
groups — ranging from the local au-
thorities [o the civics ~— in order 1o en-
sure that the solution is lasting.

The MCA’s Maulebo confirms that
the province has been instrumentat in
secoring the fulure of Freedom
Sqquare — (it it hos obtninect sanction
for the contlnued existence of the
shantytown from the House of Repre-
sentatives which owned the invaded

L]

Hid

-+

'
a5
i P2 R WL
Rl

inl 2 TR 1.5,

- Pl ! . 'TT-
.F—I.' -ﬁt"—" ..{,.'l.l“_r
E&‘ ﬁ%‘-r"'j& ﬁi'

1
P S T L
by M

H LT
G

r
ke

» -r

Picture; GILL DE VLIEG, Afrapix

land.

Mike Makwa, chiairman of the Free-
dom Square Commitlee, suys people
arc aware this is a politicat viclory as
well as a satisfaction of their need for
L, “They wanted 10 scinmhle apart-
heid. They wanted 1o see if the Group
Arcas Act was abolished. Sv they
took the lund and they won. We are
hiere to stay.”

The MCA, like other civics, has ob-
tuined professional advice in laying
out its plots and allocating them to
homeless applicants. [t sees Freedom
Syuare not as a make-shift measure
bt as a small step toward a post-
apaatheid South Afnica. Care has been
taken 1o teave space for service lines
and adequade roads,

The MCA holds mectimgs with ap-
phicants for plots in Freedom Square.
It screens the people to eusure that
they are genuinely homeless and not
just on the took-out for extra land.,
And - especially in the precarious
early days — it explained their obliga-
tion 10 defend the 1llegal town,

Now resulents are being encour-
aged to constder ways of acquiring
structures mnre pernaneat than zine
shacks. Already, here and there, a few
brick strcutures have been erected.
Residents have been restrained by the
civic from demolishing the old farm
houses in the area to obtain building
material. These buildings are to be
conserved as community facilities —
creches, clinics and MCA offices.

The MCA is slightly less sure of its
footing in a second, smaller camp —
known as Tambo Square. No remov-
als have been carried out there but the
noises ase (e not reassuring,

It has 2150 foiled to negotinte the pro-
vision ol services for Freedom
Square with the Muangaung Town
Council and the shortage of water re-
mains a problem.
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I’ s nothing new for the homeless to
‘invade’ vacant land. But the state’s
response varies. In the Free State land is -
‘! - set aside and water laid on— in the
Transvaal shacks are torn down 10
eradicate the ‘evil’ of squatting.

By JO-ANNE COLLINGE
: W
£, RGANISED occupation of vacant land, of-
i Q4 tcn in defiance of the Group Arcas Act, has
| § B been occurring since carly this year. And far '

’ { from hell breaking loose, orderly commu-
'i # nities with a viable future have been created.
i This living challenge to predictions that
{t “ungovernability” is the inevitable oulcome
t of land invasions is to be found mainly i the Orange
Y Free State.
l,

Mangaung’s Freedom Square which consists of
2 500 shacks — just 10 minutes out of Bloemfontein
— is an example. '

Mangaung Civic Association(MCA) sceretary Sek-
. hopi Malebo states unambi guously: “When we put up
| these informal arcas we do it consciously as part of |
' the repossession of the land.”

But this hasn't prevented the Orange FFree State pro-
| vincial authority from liaising with the MCA to im-
| prove the physical plan of Freedom Square and
é grade the roads. Nor has it deterred the province
’:

from facilitating a transfer of the land to the local au-
thority so the sctilement can become permancit.
i . This pattern is being repeated throughout the Or-
E "ange Free State where officia! estimates of the nuin-
E ber of shacks run to 27 000 units spread over 20 | >

towns. It has not eliminated the contest over Jand Uty dertne pylons ... A gi stands destitule after fierfamily's shack was razed in Phola Park, Thokoza,

it has helped manage it.
the Transvaal ‘
| ©T0 PAGE 3 in e icture: SUSTINSHOLK
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QU ATTERS a t\
Lesilo Park camp in
Thabong, Welkum,.
claim the. local crisis
committee demands.
that they pay R26,50
for ANC membership
to qualify for stands
on which they can
build shacks.

- The" squatter camp
which was started last
monti by the Lesilo Park
Crisis ‘Committe ac-
comnda“fés -about 1 500

s uattars ’
Mr‘f-Fanme Skwere a

. "~ - "|1|' _.l..':

SoUE

spokesmahl of
Kenalematla Advice
Centre accused the com-
mittee of charging resi-

dents an

R8O for the pruwsmn of

water and toilets’’.
However, a Thabong .

Advice Office spokes-..

‘man, Mr Vuyani J abuza.
denied the claims. |
“*ft has never been our

puhc to force people fo-

join the ANC. Those resi-
dents who leI‘lEd did s0

ssoxorbitant

voluntarily,’” said Jabuza.

He said the R8O fee
was | agreed upon by the
residents for the hiring of
portable toilets. The fee
covers the first two
munths and 1§ payabla
when a resident is given a
stand for a shack. .

The fee is later

| reddced 1o R40 which is ~

for the maintatiance nf the
tmlets

¢+Tt was used to expose
the ‘bad conditions’ under
which people are living
while the r::nunml is In
charge of the area’ .

Mr Freddy Vanga,
regional co-ordinator of
the ANC in Thabong dis-
missed the allegations as
““petty. issues which are
‘only--meant 10 discredit
->our movement.”’

" He said: “It is quite

_5 - obvioils; that Kenalematla

Clalms

+

nowledged clauns nf

mafn collecting mnney fnr’l

ANC membership;: ~He:::

" is ﬁa‘@BQM Jnatlgtwe and:,

Iy 25ty # we*calL upuniﬁﬁ?mnve-
abuza hnweve.r ack "**f mant HO" d15cuss such is-

. sSues: wnh “us befnre run-
mng fofthé newspapers
BCM regmnal co-

1:said the adwce nentre had ~u~»f0rd1namr= A sthes -:area
delegated a” cammmsmn % Jethrn Dlahsa cnuld not

raf inquiry to: mvesﬂgat& 4
- Mis. Lydla Maﬁsa i

camp resn:lent smd she~

was- ,..fﬂrced tn pa}»‘ the?{.

! money %by. 4 “pian; f'nnly '

‘knuwn as, I<‘.21111::»1¢=.',1<'1«=.:”*‘Fﬂ Yo

jh.r ':..-1_

She sald she: was tnld

.-fthat “R2,50- Was;’ fﬂI‘ At

f:mbersmp ‘card: Rznﬁqr §

Jmnmg fee,: Rl[] sfc:r Ja

“video: ﬁlm on the phght
'uf thé squatters "af.the::

:camp “and ‘R10; for: nt‘ﬁ- -
-cial§ ,,travelhnﬂ between
: Welknm “and % Juhannes- 5
,burg - -**-.'—w' f_f B |

i Re:gardmg the 1;;"1{1130

ffee”’“]abuza sald res1dentsn
‘engaged the semces uf a
I pnvat& =fi

ﬁlrn a

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

‘ "?1(1&::: uf the area B

' T

||a.\,| 4

be reached fur- cnmmﬂnt
yesterdajr PR
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contaminatling YFreedom
Square’s water supply.
~rfe Preedom Square
-bramch of the South Afri-
‘ead National Civic Organ-
isation says the sewerage
pkbhlems started in about
Jume, “Now the sewerage
system is blocking almost
eyery day,” says SANCO
vice-chairman Bohosi
Metsing. He and others in-
sist that the jub was not
done properly.

Says SANCO’S Tello Le-

besa: “They say we are
lmgwmg newspaper, cloth
'Bill:‘tES down the toih;c;
e pipes are

smadl” -
¥ SHys Metsing: “I was
"howf here in Bloemfontein
nd-have never seen such
a mess. You never see
such blockages in the
white suburbs.”

Volume

Thomas Stewart uf the
w Housing ' Udmpany
C0), which man-

§ the project on behalf
he Upgrade Comrmuni-
¢9 Prust -+ set up in 1990
tadmprove the area — be- .
lieves the project is sound. ' ..

“Most blockages are in

the first phase and due

mainly to a construction
defect. That has been rec-
tifimd:? -
He pm,nts nut that the
q&ume ‘of water running
Wwhn thé sewer lines is
‘ilﬂﬁéh less than expected”.
+C3ut the most significant

Hozkages mght not be in

;thepiped. -

ssilan Palmer, manager of
the Independent Develop-
mept: Trust capital sub-
sidy scheme, which fund-
ed the project, says: “The
techmcal thmgs can

usually be solv
_His. Cape Town-based
development firm has

doné a. pationwide study
of 5& ufﬁan—sanitatinn.
“Nﬁlei;g ‘percent of other

aress have the same
LJIﬁ*‘ -'_M : -

UUuTL  pPULlLLGl oo w
for quick delivery.

"The key problem is the
lack of proper local au-
thority support,” says
Palmer. While Bloemf{on-
tein’s city council is most-
ly responsible for main-
taining the Freedom
Square sewerage system,
Stewart says “the situa-
tion reflects the transi-
tional vacuum we are in.
We don't have a legal
agreement.

I A PR
gg PRI L ﬁ

SSIMILAR: 5% L
“problems are’
J"lekaly to crop up,gﬁ §

g . olsewhere as ..

‘development. . =
awork“ls done': . =
wndor poliﬂcnl i
prasmro forw,‘,{ 2
‘quick delivery;

“writes Chlaf fﬂﬁ‘f‘% %?

v.u '\-dl:ﬁ

Rﬂpo ar;fﬂﬁzw«w f {g
JOHN PERLMAN. ¢

%} :El L ﬁmﬁhﬁﬁﬁw{w r".-ld'-’-a!-h 'ﬁi{hﬁ-;“;:'#éfﬂ
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“That’s the weak link.

It’s a problem larger than
the project.”

Initiatives are under.
way to set up “mainte-
nance teams” to work
with the council, but rela-
tions are strained over a
familiar issue — non pay-
ment of water bills.

“The council says ‘you
pay, we'll deliver’ and the
residents say ‘you deliver,
we'll pay’.”

Palmer believes “prup-
er local authority ar-
rangements” under the
new constitution will help.
“But development will
still have to involve com-
munities at levels below
the local authority.”

Community  Involve-_
ment is the key word in
development “these days.
And Freedom Square, de—

UL N T
S T A
At w Y e N |

WL I PAYD D MWL RV
priate, Says Metsing: “If
people here can't afford to
buy a locaf of bread, can
they buy a roll of toilet
paper? The people were
never asked before these
toilets were built. We
would have opted for
houses.”

Trust chairman James
Mentor says that was not
what they said at the
time. “We accepted this
sewerage system on their
recommendation. It was
healthier and the people
wanted it. It is too late to
g0 back to pit latrines.”

Insistence

A 1950 survey found
that 85 t of resi-
dents listed “no services”
as their chief problem;
1 percent mentiuned hous-
ing.

Com licating all this is
the insistence of Freedom
Square residents on the

trust that they be’paid for
the work they have put

into the project.

Metsing and others re-
sent the fact that one trust
member, Johannes Wes-
gels, is NEWHCO's chief
executive officer.

“It’s not an ideal way
to structure it,” concedes
Stewart. “It doesn’t create
a good picture.,” But he
believes that the Freedom
Square trustees should be
paid only with the consent
of the community, as the
remuneration would be
from community funds.

Metsing’s criticism that
Stewart and Wessels
“wear too many hats” is
not without irony. At the
start of the project, Free-
dom Square builders were
subcontracted to do some
of the work. Neither of the
two residents appointed to
manage this full-time —
Metsing and the chairman
of the civic association —
was a builder:

WHEAI.THY GAMES: Children in Freedom Square look on as leaking sewage

i’nkes over the backyards where they play.
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THE six-week-old black
consumer boycolt in
Bloemfontein ended yes-
terday morning after an
agreement was signed and
a forum established on
Wednesday night {0 nego-
tiate on further problems
of mutual concermn.

Terms of the agree-
ment are that the Bloem-
fontein City Council ‘will
supply water at the sguat-
ter areas in Manguang
and will test electricity
melters that are said to be
faulty.

Problems

A technical committee
will be formed to investi-
gate the problems with
water and electricity and
will advise on the faimess
of the clectricily tariff of

R10 fixed charge and 8,3¢c fii?
a kilowatt hour - the stan- g3
dard charge for electricity {3

supplied by the council.

Bloemfontein Mayor
Mr Henri Lerm said yes-
terday what had been
achicved was that through
negotiations problems had
been ironed out,

- If we want a beiter §
Bloemfontein we will j2
have to work for it. The K>

new South Africa will

need a lot of’ goodwill and |

understanding,

‘“We have made
friends. When you start
talking and negotiating
you come io the under-
standing and realisation

of the needs of other

peoples and scctors,”” be
said. - Sapa.
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: nmEaﬁi from the roll:;
“of - the: bﬁﬁmw_ Court’.
E“,_, EameE:mE wc_.
Zﬁmﬁwmw 20.

- The: mﬁﬁnm_ Emm ﬁmﬂ-
ﬁﬂ:ma _uw the nn.:ﬁ onAl-""
-gust 24°this year to allow -

Eﬁ_mm o =mmn=m=w a.
ﬁamm_w_m settlement,

£ It is understood _.EE

- l.u.ru...

_..:n negotiations -are ﬁEm.
.Hmmm_sq ‘well, but that-no
mwn_nEmE has so far. wmnz
,_.nmnﬁ._m& . :

57 The mﬁﬁmm_ is mnm_mmﬂ
:m confirmation - E. a
““rule nisi”” of HunwEmQ

;l—

E.:w ﬁcmﬁcumn m_u.._
|:-peil -on - the': Emmewm, o
T_EE n_mﬁﬁm has _umm_f

£1989; .._.&._m._i.mww Al
Em:.__um_.m of the mmwimnm

ba Ecmmﬁm tribe- nxnmﬁa-
.Eamm with written permis-
sion:from the. Minister, of -

Education. and. Umfmhcﬁ-
ment. Aid - had:to vacate

the farm Zwartrand :and’

remove ”.m__.._..“..;.mm_mamﬁmw._*
ﬂEnE_.nm. I ST
--Mr Justice W J'van’ mﬂ.

Emﬂﬁm in the .H._.mum....mmw

- .mcﬁﬂmﬂm Court on' May 2,

1989 c&ﬂma that, if. the

EmE_umE am ﬁrnf c._wm B_”T -

m@ém._.}z _uzn_m< z%m:.__um_. 2 1990~

I.l_ b omrk e d il
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you= - e it s A I

1" Fa B e W

2 .hr-...___

:E na_._.ﬁ_w E_E mﬁ Eﬁmw

E_EE SEVEI: am.ﬁ of-its %
. issue, the Minister of bw..._
.,-znz_EE arid> Water.- A
fairs-and ‘the. ﬁ_z_mﬁ_. of -
- Education and, ;Develap- 3
_ment-Aid were mcﬂmcnmma

rr-

.,..<mzﬂn_.maa_.ﬁ,.-imm

-y =

. authorised,, with: EmE_umH.m

|.l.l|

a?wa SAP;to. mm.m_mﬂ S
ﬁsmz Em mEumm_ Eq H.s_.r .

 Pa-

Umfm_ En_m_un.‘_. _. w

Nimamum_. ‘and "MrMat- -

Emé Eﬁ:mm of : E_Emmm
mnﬂ_c: “of <. the” Onaﬂr
ﬂmﬁnan QE:ﬁ _”..E.Em

“who™"is chairman_ nmﬁ :ﬁ...
Ecmcﬁm ncEﬂEnn -‘was:
- to_have -the" ﬁmcEm EE +.called on. >=m=mﬂ 24~ Ac
mz.nnEﬁm H:.Eﬂma SR C L
"The naEEm:amH Eq *

E._m Chief'Ji ustice E_. Jus-
- tice - .Ez_ﬁ: “raised - “the

~ithe SA- wa:nn m?..bnmm:am E., ‘a" ﬁnmm__u_n
“seftlement: " LY T

- e After mmﬂn_.mm rnza of
a. ﬁcm..
“the

nmanzm:n? mcmﬁ

...u...l
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By Shareen Singh ( ‘ )
and John Miller . Sﬁfﬁ

Orange Farm squatters
yesterday denied any in-
volvement in'a concerted
looting campaign against
white farmers, |

Several squatters in- .

terviewed by The Star
Said white farms were
‘far from thejr shacks,

White farmers this
week alleged that their
houses were being
Stripped by the Orange
Farm squatters,

- “How do they know
that the squatters who
are looting their farms
are from here? There
- are other squatter sett]e-

/4 [-ments in the area,” said

| Godirey Vilakazi, who
|-has been a squatter:at

b S g T TR
PRt A .'-n[ﬁ""nt*“?,fitjﬂ’ M RO T
. ! AL s ey e

ety deny
ite

“thei’?7
e farms

Orange Farm, near’
Vereeniging, for more
than a year. -

All the squatters inter-
viewed had been unem.-
ployed for between six -
months and 2% years, |
® A man was arrested
yesterday and two fire-
arms and ammunition
recovered when police
noticed three men sitting
under a tree in the Or.
ange Farm distriet, .
A police spokesman
said that at about 2 pm
yesterday, the men were

. Spotted under a tree pext

to the road. |
When they were ap-

‘Proached, two fled into

the nearby bush and the

third was arrested. ,
The arrest follows sey-

eral alleged looting inci-

dents in the area,
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PEOPLE’S LIVES 500 children crammed into two classrooms and Jour old buses- .

TPA is blocking

kids’

ORE than 500 chil-
dren living in a
squatter camp at
Wieler’s Farm
near Grasmere are
crammed into two
classrooms and four old buses for a
school with unqualified teachers.
Despite the obvious need foraschool,
the children’s desire to learn and the
Wieler’s Farm community’ s determina-
- tiontoeducate their children, the school,
called Rutasechaba (teach the nation),
receives_po support from the Govern-
ment, Itis not that there are no funders
that are willing to support the school. It
1s just that an enormous amount of
Transvaal Provincial Administration
red tape prevents the school from hav-
ing access to funding, said COmMMmMurtity
worker Father Emmanuel Lafont.
Lafont and the Wieler’s Farm com-
munity have been battling, without suc-
cess, to get the school registered.
Itcannot be registered unless the TPA
grants 1t permission, even temporarily,
to exist. Without registration it will not
receive the funding from the Depart-
ment of Education and Training neces-
- sary for running costs and teachers’
. salaries,

V:

education

Sowekot  Fli2jas
B RED TAPE Sguarter camp school

denied access to funding:

ﬁ._._.m community has
been batiing to get
the schooi regisiered
without m_._anmﬂw

Lafont showed Sowetan the impas-
sioned letter he wrote to the TPA’s
MEC, Mr John Mavuso, pleading that
the school be permitted to exist.

Wieler’s Farm is an informal settle-
ment that is not recognised by the TPA
and therefore it does not enjoy the sup-
port and infrastructure that an official
settlement would.

“I appeal to you today, as I do to the.

State President ... there we are, with a
community deprived by all standards
and still wishing their children the little
bit that can be done, and the red tape of
the old fashioned administration is on
their way. We know that eventually a
decision can be taken,” said Lafont in
the letter to Mavuso.

The Wieler’s Farm community had

already given an undertking that they
would publicly acknowiedge, if the
TPA ‘were to permit the school to exist,
that it would not be construed as a
guarantee that the camp was a recog-
nisen oid legal settlement.

Wucs e wgreement in February,
hewever, further contact with TPA offi-
ciais in Pretoria have not helped the
Wieler’s Farm community to run their
school.

The school was founded in 1988 and
then consisted of alarge tin shack. Mem-
bers of the community volunteered as
teachers although they had no proper
qualifications. Then, two years, ago
Latont and a local doctor in the area
raised funds and built two brick and
mortar classrooms amid threats from the
TPA to destroy them.

The school had four teachers last
year, three of whom left early this year
because there were no funds to pay their
salaries. This month the principal, and
ten volunteer teachers had between
themselves RS 000 to share as salaries,
raised from funders by Lafont.
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UNCOMFORTABLE TRIP TO EDUCATION ... Pupliis at Rutasechaba
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E Transvaal Provincial Admnustra— t

| tmn has appeated to Orange Farm pro-

testers to allow the reopening of admin-
istration offices and the resumption of
vital day-to-day community services.
Mr Jeff Wilkins of the TPA
Witwatersrand regional office said yes-
terday the complex’s renpemng had ;
been made impossible by ongoing prn-
tests following a sit-in by the Palesnne:

Civics Assogiation from ember 22 ’
Identity documents .

Essential services - mcludmg the
maintenance of water and sanitation,
pensions payouts, registration of the |
unemployed and assistance with obtain-
ing identity documents — could not be
rendered to the 165 000 residents of
Orange Farm, south of Johannesburg,
The TPA said it had made numerocus
attempts to solve the impasse but the
civic leadership had avoided negotia-
tions and resolved to continue with sit-in
action. — Sapa.
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L200 quatté %re ettle

-l-r

BLOEMFGNTEIN — Mure than T200 squ

.at' Qibihg, near We;_:-ener in the. Free State, have
-been resettled in a new residential area? Kan-
ana, m the past three weeks.-
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ALKS between Randfontein Estates
Gold Mine and Bekkersdal squatter
ireprésentatives continued last night
fas the mine explained that unless the
:Visquatters relocated to an adjoining
v ¢plece of land, their lives were threat-
‘kwened by the risk of sinkholes.

‘%> A sinkhole 30m wide and 40m deep 2km
away. from the endangered squatter site,
‘situatéd on mine property, illustrated the
danger. The squatters have refused to
move and five months of negotiations pave
not ended the impasse. Wom
. The mine had threatened'to relocate the
squatters’ 450 dwellings from today, but
talks were resumed yesterday after a last
- Wminute intervention by the ANC PWV
foffice. _
'} ANC spokesman Stephen Eck said he
“was confident his organisation could con-

svitice the community of the need to relo-
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B eommunity had come close to an agree-
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ment-the move had been stalléd by squat-

ters demanding items unrelated to the
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[ KATHRYN STRACHAN |

move. The residents had resisted amnmﬁm
they did not"understand the danger.

- The mine has undertaken to pay the
costs of moving and to provide materials

for rebuilding. c
Randfontein geologist Clive Parsons ex-

plained yesterday the hazards facing the
community. An underground natural rock
formation cut across the settlement. While
the section north of the formation was
relatively free from the threat of sink-
holes, the area south was highly suscept-
ible because of a “dewatering process”.

The process, necessary to prepare the
ground for mining, created underground
voids which resulted in sinkholes, The inci-
dence of sinkholes had increased as under-
ground water levels had been reduced.

The mine had declared the area unsafe
before the shacks were erected. The high
density of residents on the land and water

- leaking into the-ground-had increased the
risk,. :

SR
: PACA

L ...:-..:.ﬂ_.. u..-.ru.,“unm..r..n iR
s P@Wwﬁ. *
L] ..ﬂ-ua.. ..r:l.l..l...-

: s v sk
- o .u...,_nt..n...um_.h..r '
ol

...... . .a.....n.nn.
il TR

L S

J'IIE

m,C

e -d-r-n

.4 b _..m.n o e m.:..._w T e ._E..._u A
v Gt ....W. ..m,.r.._un.ﬁ-nﬁ..ﬂu.#num.. ..u..rvﬁM.nwu“.‘.MVHy.-.u.u e .......-...mey. m..ﬁ. .#m W ...”
A at w .n....._n...rm..ruu_.r.,ﬂ.,.. &H&hﬁﬁnﬁ% nu..r.n_. wnuu. : ] Sl .mmﬂm ..a.._._...-..u..
BRG TR T NS SRR AT & B B L e et R St
A .MW_M e A
S R e :
o - ; L ek
,mfw. x u"."..#

..,u. il ] A5

= e D
[ ey Sr :
o wah%fp N
. . t

..
[
s
P
ho £ LT,
et

-, - - - " |u - J“ﬂnrulwu.“j.n..... L ...-H By
TR P T L T e e - PR

._.Randfontsin Estates Gold Mins geologist Clive Parsons, top, tells a news briefing, held in
Johannashurg yesterday, of the danger of sinkholes facing the Bekkarsdal squatter camp
near Randfontein. The mine Is attempting to relocats residents In section A to sitas in
secticn B. Bekkersdal administrator Gert Steyn, bottom, outlinas the threat, jllustrated by

Picture: ROBERT BOTHA

a 40m-desep sinkhole 2km from the settlament.
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‘Help for flooded squattergxh
NORTHERN Orange Free State civil defence umts ¢
and-the local Red Cross branch have stepped.in to
render aid to flood stricken squatters at Phomolong-

~ township near Hennenman. :

aE L N -

- '- B ©
' About 160 families living in two squatterareasin ; ffé |
"> | Phomolong losttheir possessions in the flood anda |7
, soup kitchen has been set up to provide basm-faud -
for the victims, Sethuya said. . :
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IT NEVER RAINS,
a flood, washing
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ople of Phomolong prayed so hard for rain it came down in
away the homes of 89 families who are now refugees. B Plc: ANDIIES MCINEKA

IT POURS ... The pe

Lt

O
By JETHRO SEREISHU

THE people of Phomo- mBH —.mm

_mnnm township in the Free .

tate survived the Q

drought with difficuity, mm.ﬁ_.._”z.ﬂm
and prayed night and day

for ain at h
E.._.H_.mum: week the rain .ﬂmﬁ. H m
came and didn’t stop until .

Munmﬂnuwwn%nq homes were .U_. m %ﬁooa

Now 89 families will
have to start again from scratch as their homes and
most of their possessions were washed away.

Ironically, Phomolong means resting place, but there
is not going to be any rest for a long while.

“I came here five years ago hoping for peace and
tranquility,” said pensioner Mirriam Dikole, 76, whose
shack was built three months ago, “*but all I have had is
the worst-ever drought and now this fleod.”

She spoke to City Press while her four children and
and three grandchildren tried desperately to salvage
materials for another shack for her,

There is still no electicity in some parts of the
township and the schools, taken over by refugees, have
only just opened their doors to pupils again.

Most of them are matric pupils, and those at Bahale
Senior Secondary had to abandon their studies because
of the natural disaster. They also had to help their
parents who were trying to get their lives back to
normal.

Teacher Sekhotse Rampai said: “T hope my pupils
can overcome this trying stage in their lives.”

Secretary of the South African National Civic
Organisation’s Phomolong branch, Theo Masemola,
said he and the executive committee were busy organis-
ing food from the Red Cross and Operation Hunger
and were also trying to get medical aid and accomino-

dation for the homeless.
The ANC and the Phomolong Welfare Association

are also lending a helping hand. The police and the Red
Cross have donated 40 tents.

But more help is needed, and rescue organisations
are hoping for donations in cash and kind.
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By Paula Fray

| The impish squeals of chil-
dren playing in a communi-

| ty-created pre-school are a

hopeful sound in the other-
wise bleak, poverty-stricken
Free State squatter settle-
ment of Tholanel.

Tholanel mushroomed along-
side the farming town of Vil-
joenskroon during the country-
wide exodus of labourers from

year.
| “The drought has been de-
vasting,” says educationist Jane
| Evans, “A lot of people in the
squatter camps are from the
| farms ... unemployment is
high.”

Tholonel squatter community
has virtually no money or facili-
ties.

They are largely reliant on
Operation Hunger, the loecal
churches and the Government’s
drought relief programme.

'. E ﬁh S
Pre-schoo

| drought-stricken farms last .

' R e S i b i, H TR PR T Ko

According to Operation Hun:
ger deputy director Mpho Ma-
shinini, South Africa faces di-
saster unless something is done
about starvation levels.

The group already feeds
2,2 million people, with a fur-
ther 750000 waiting for help.
Field workers also report wide-
spread crop failure caused by
the drought, meaning more peo-
ple will become dependent on
food assistance to survive., Al-
though some areas had early
rains, the subsequent heat has
withered many crops.

There are already 1200
homes in Tholanel.

Nearby, is the Ntataise
project; it has trained almost
2 000 rural women to run stimuy-

‘lating pre-schools on about 300

farms since 1981. Ntataise,
meaning “to lead a young child
by the hand”, was the first
project aimed at farm children.

Evans, Ntataise executive di-
rector, estimates about 20000
rural children now receive
early stimulation through the
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project.

This is reflected in the im-
proved social and emotional
skills displayed by the chilren.

“There are a lot of differ-
ences from the old days. They
know their names, their homes
... they are not shy,” says train-
er Rebecea Sothoane.

The project has imprinted. its
influence on rural commumities
and even Tholonel has wormen
who were trained at Ntataise;

“There are 500 children in
this camp,” explains trainer
Lydia Motsoeneng who was em-
ployed by Ntataise to assist the
three pre-schools set up after
the community approached the
project for heip.

“It has been very much a
project of the community,” says
Evans, adding that it was the
first time Ntataise has moved
into a squatter community.

According to trainee teacher
Lydia Khiba there is only one
major employer — at which
there was a strike — and “peo-
ple here have no money”.

.

“But parents pay R5 a month.
And they built the shelters and
give food.”

One of the shelters is a wood
and canvas structure which is
open around the sides; the sec-
ond is an open zine structure:
the third a church’s premises.

Old brightly painted tyres
mark off the community-built
creches to which parents bring
their toddlers in the morning
and their four- to six-year-olds
in the afternoon. A new goal is
to set up more permanent
structures before winter.
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‘Sam ' de Beer, ‘said” 1n
-Parllament yesterday

Squatter. ouses |

ALTOGETHER 352629
squatter houses were: |.
built ovéer.the past three:{"
years, the Minister,. of.
Natmnal ‘Housing, . .M

"n.l

- More. thantwo’ q11111nn
peuple had! mnveﬂ into.
these uses-}-frum 1
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'FOR’ years they lived like hunted ani-
«-mals, attacked by white rightwingers

and despised by some Durban city
. ~councillors for being “pests and para-
~ sites” who gave the city a dirty image.
~+But the trials and tribulations of hun-
dreds of people squatting on a small
patch of land called Block AK near
Umgeni Road could soon be over fol-
lowing a-decision by the council man-
agement, committee (Manco) to build a
+». complexfor the squatters — at a cost of

~Justifying why it was important that

_the.council spend this amount of money

- .resettling the squatters, the committee
said customers from rural areas spent
R120:million in the city each year and
1t was only logical that the Block AK
Squatters - many of whom ‘are traders —
be provided with proper facilities and
accommodation,

- Thesetting up of this complex could
give a-boost to the earnings made by the
city from rural people, said Manco.

- The"squatters, who come from as far

afield.as Transkei, sleep and ply their
Arade’.under unhygienic conditions in
cthe gvercrowded squatter settlement.

¢ 'The-new complex, to be completed in
- eight“Mmonths, will provide them with
~accommodation and basic facilities
sthey:need for carrying out their busi-
“ness® . | o |

Said Manco chairman Peter Mans-

~ fieldi=“A study group looked at the
 sitliation and have come up with an
’-;Eiiﬂygﬁafive plan which will serye these
«zcustomers, traders: and .dll other people
o connected with them.” -
"* 7" The squatters’ shacks border, on the
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pristine Greyville Tace course on the one
stde and modern office blocks on the
other,

The squatters are to be resettled on a
patch of land on Mansell Road, be-
tween the railway line and *Umgeni

Road, near Old Fort Road. -[»

The decision was arrived..at after
months of debate, with conhservative
councillors calling for the complete re-
moval of the squatters from the city.

But a strong liberal lobby ‘within the
city council succeeded in its campaign

‘where in the” city” where “they could
continue plying their different trades.

Many of the squatters peddle huge

plastic barrels, cushions, second-hand
clothes, cakes, juices, cosmetics, deter-
gents and vegetables. .

Meanwhile, the  city council has
come out strongly ‘against the unhy-
gienic conditions at yet another squat-
ter settlement a stone’s throw from the
Durban CBD on Brook Street.

A recent municipal report said the
approximately 70 families squatting
would be removed with immediate
effect if they didn’t clean up. |

The 70 families who live in shacks
made of planks rely on one tap and use
three portable toilets.

The area is constantly awash with
dirty water mixed with litter from over-
flowing rubbish bins. The squatters
blame the squalor on the shortage of
rubbish bins. - | ~

-Known as Ekuhluphekeni (Place of
suffering), the squatter camp has been
in .existence for three years. Many of
., the inhabitants are refugees fleeing vio-
lence in such areas as Umbumbulu,

. Inanda and Umlazi.

&

ito -have the squatters resettled .else--{
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St'ﬂ? Sﬁ}‘?iﬁ?bi‘ in the la-
| test of a spate of attacks
j rﬁnfarrﬁgrs_.

| shot dead one by one and
{ gaved her own life by
prétending to be dead.
| Wiien the murderers left
| in her grandfather’s car,

1 she ran 3km to neigh- -

{ hours,

' 7The slaughter tooks

; ?l‘atzg on the Grootsiry

| farm of Willie Engel-
hxfecht at Verkeerdevie

| mear Bloemfontein.

Free State pelice
spokesman Captain
Hanries Wentzel said Mr
| Engelbrecht (70) and his
| wife Bettie {69) had just
returneéd from Boshoff
g‘rith their daughter Lena
&yirit 140) and her chil-
dren Lizelle and Mi-

t;h;lﬂl’e (11), whom they

————

——

| Farmer fury at

ST 24l 2]

"§pe Saw her family

wad fetched jor Christ-
mas when they found &
man armed with a .42
pistol in the main hed-
robm. _
“fie shot Mr Engel-
brecht and forced the
others into a wardrobe.
“The man then pulled
Mrs Engelbrecht from
the wardrobe and shot

" per degd. He did the

same to Mrs Smit and
Michelie,” he said.
{izelle was shot while

she cowered in the ward-

robe. Wounded in the
head, she faked death.
Once they had gone, Li-
zellerantoa neighbour’s
houise.

five hours later, po-
lice found the car in
Bloemfontein and arrest-

 ed a man. He appeared

in court yesterday. Po-

lice are still searching

for three men in connec-
. tibn with the attack,

e ———

$ On

A 3!’ r
an armed robber-assault-
ed and robbed aii eldetly
couple on a farm in the
Hatrismith district.

Police said Samuel du
Plessis (87) and his, wife,
Susaiina Magdalen#
Martha (85) were at
home on their farm
Mareesgeluk whthithe
robbor broke in at bout
10 am. He beat up Mt
and Mrs da Plessis up
and took pistols, rifles
apd about R1500 i cash.

® On Sunday nigﬁtrpb
bots entéredl a bedfoom
on the farm Duhdee,

 Bultfontein district.. -

 poiies said Willeit J2-
cobus Britz (35) afitt hi§.
Wite were assauited and
hound, while the robbers
iade off with’ hédntguns,
turniture, & velicle and’
-hout RS 000 in tash. . -
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ONIWE PARK has 4 shorl vul wi-
bulent history. In an arca con-
trolled by the Conservative

Party, cverything this small squatter

community has is a product of tire-

less resistance to apartheid rule.

- In carly 1990 resxdcnts of Mosko
‘hostels and Nuwedorp formed an
Advice Office which approached the
Villicrsdorp municipality for fand.

They asked for a place where hostel
~dwecllers could be united with their

families without fear of harassment,
“a place where the homeless could

“etect shacks instcad ol illcgally
islceping on white farmers’ land. -
¥ The municipality promiscd the land
iahd asked for a list of peopic who
" Tawould be using it. The Advice Office

|
[
]

b

ek .
_d_hm.ﬂm. prompily. afres
' ”uw ﬁnmmu_._.-._. .

i, Th

_.._I.n..-.-. o o

. The Advice Office then transformied

L itself into an interim civic that would

T linite peoplc in fighting [or this de-

* miand. It also dealt with a devcloping
fent crisis in Nuwedorp.

In Scptember 1990 it organised the
sctting up of a squatter scitlement on
anuscd land, in deliance of the mu-
nicipahty.

On the same day, police broke down
all the shacks, confiscated the build-
ing material and re-arrested all those
responsiblc.

By December a civic association
had been launched and all members
of the local management commuittee
had resigned after a vote of no-confi-
dence had been passed at a public
meeling.

B
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+ supplied the list — and all those on it -
ed by local po; -.;
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STANDING FIRM: Goniwe Par

On December 1, the civic organised
a march where they handed a leticr (o
the municipality demanding land. The
municipality did not budge.

On February 3,7 1991, a prayer
meeting was called. Over 300 emo-
tionally charged
occupy the municipal offices until
their demand was mcet.

k residents who make up hal

pcople decided to.

It was not. The municipality did,
however, hand back the materials the
police had confiscated.

Armed with these materials and
surrounded by police, the people
walked to where Goniwe Park is
today and started 1o rebuild their
shacks.

The civic organised the building of

(209

f of the Villiersdorp civic committee

Iy

- FL

' iiﬂf‘ﬂ“‘.’ﬂ-ﬂ‘ﬂ'ﬂ“‘i‘m

10 shacks at a time. After cach batch
was buili, the police would break
them down and arrest those responsi-
bie. This continued for two days.

Later that week the civic threatened
to launch a consumecr boycotl
of Villiersdorp and hold another
march.

The municipahty promptly sent the

AL
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7; . 'and had a list of conditions
2+, to be met. Among
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where he was asked 10 bpudh W div
municipality about the civic's de-
mand. .

Jansen refused to accompany the
station commander and scnt him back,
saying a meeting should be called the
following week between the entire
civic commiittee and the municipal-

ity.

T THIS meeting, the municipality
agreed torecognise Goniwe Park
'Rif the civic called off the
consumer boycott and the march. This
was agreed to. i |
* Tt was declared an cmergency ¢amp
that had
he municipality:$

A I .

) ..!..“H__ "

‘demands wérer Th A T L
*@ Arentof R38. . F 77T
®A surrounding fence tobe erected..
" @ Selling of ‘alcohol to be prohib;
jted, - e TR T

PR
1)

L |
i

X
1

lnm

h

- @ An agreement made limiling the

amount of people who live there.

@ No dogs or pets allowed. |

® Criminals to be cvicted.

The civic rejected all these condi-
lions and decided that people would
pay R10 a month rent. .

After four months the municipality
stopped installing toilcts and other
services, including electricity and
refuse collection.

On November 23, over 400 people
marched through Villiersdorp de-
manding better treatment.

Negotiations belween the muni-
cipality and the civic are conlinuing.
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African women in
Villiersdorp will no longer
have tospend their nights
sleeping in bushes evading
police hostel I

raids.
QUENTINWILSON reports
that they are now free to
live with their husbands in
the newly recognised
squatter community of

Goniwe _uquﬁ mu wmm.@

g ———

—

N DECEMRER African residents of
the Boland town of Villicrsdorp
reaped the benefits of a lengthy,
bitter strupple when they cel-
cbrated the opening of Goniwe
Park. African squattcrs, under the
Jeadership of their civic association,
forced the Villiersdorp municipality
. w0 recognisce them afler months
of marches, sit-ins, pickels, negotia-
|, ltons, boycolt threats and acis of de-
~ Pance.
. Previously, the municipality insisted
_ that employed African men lived in
compounds while wives, children and

unemployed workers were forced 1o
leave after regular police mids.

' . The compomnd sysicm cnsurcd
‘residents were divided along racial
lines.

In a day of festivilics sianed by
recently rcturned exile Mr Ben
Baartman, the 150 squatting families
chose to honour slain Cradock civic
leader, Mathew Goniwe, by adopting
his name for their community.

-For the more than 400 residents of
Goniwe Park, the celebrations were
more of a recomnmitment to improve
their difficult living conditions than
1o pat themselves on the back.
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Resident Mrs Margaret Vers said:
“It was great, but there are still many
probiems 1o be sorled oul — only
two of the four strecls have toilels
and the waler runs very siowly from
the taps.”

Mr Thomas Jansen, Villiersdorp
Civic Association spokesperson, said:
“We, the residents of Goniwe Park,
feel very confident about the future.

“More agnd more people are being
orgamsced — even in the surmounding
[arms, the ANC has recruied aboul
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200 farmworkers. From Villiersdorp
itself, the ANC has a branch of 530
signed-up members.”™

It has been a tough stuggle in a
town controlled by the Conservative
Party — ang there is no sign thal 1t
will ever be plain sailing as the white
townspeople are sill intent on dnv-
ing wedges betwecen colowred and
Alrican residents.

According lo Jansen, 37 Afrnicans
were fired from work after iast year's
VAT stayaway even though Cosaiu’s
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call was heeded by everyone. =~ =

He also claimed that certain
churches, particularly the NG
Sendingkerk, attempted 1o consoli-
date a colourcds-only following and
ofiecn prayed against the “ewvils"” of
the Villicrsdorp civic and the ANC,

Repression is sitdl rife, with gun-
1oting AWDB members harassing lo-
cal residents who have 2lso had to
bear the brunt of heavy-handed police
aclion ©n many 0ccasions,

In November, when 300 people
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marched through Villiersdorp de-
manding houses, toilets, spors fa-
cilities and a town hall, 49 were ar-
resied. Jansen, who was among therm,
has also received threatening
telephone calls.

® OnMonday, the ANC charrperson
of Villiersdorp, Mr Thomas Jansen,
was detained by local police. About
10 policemen surrounded Jansen's
house and took him and his four chul-
dren to separate cells. The children's

ages range from three to 13.
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Mr

had approached the local
administration
receiving

about lack of
the community,

long, Allanridge in the
Free State [0 ease the

housing backlog in the
area,

This follows months of

negotiations between the
civic association and the
local administratiun.

The civie’s spokesman,
Wilson Cele, said they

after
complaints
shelter from

Both parties agreed that
farm be bought in Allan-

T —

ABOUT 250 new houses
will be built in Nyakal-

be increased from R20 1o
R30 with

ruary 1. i

ridge, where four-roomed
houses would be built for
residents of Nyakaiiong,

Cele said Surveyors be-
£an working on the jand
early  this  week and
SCWerage pipes had g).
ready been installed.

He pleaded with the
community to pay their
service charges o that the
lownship could pe devel-
oped. The charges would

effect from Fep.
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ADAKANE Mtshawe

spent his entire life —
74 years — on the Free State
farmlands until six months
ago when the searing drought
began to hit hard and, like
thousands of others, he made
his way to the nearest town in
search of work.

--The years etched deeply
irito his expressive face, the
former farm labourer re-
members his working years
in the fields that feed thou-
sands of South Africans with
pride and mixed feelings on
his journey to Hoopstad — a
city of hope for those suffer-
ing on the farms; a city of
disillusionment for those who
made it there.

1 was born and grew up on
a farm,” says Mr Mtshawe,
brandishing an ID book show-
ing he was born in 1918. The
only life he knows is farming

} fruitiess

- =

search for
NULCTCE T i e T

Some who have fled the land are so desperate
they scavenge in the towns, reports PAULA FRAY.

... and most recently a strug-
gle for survival on a Free
State farm. .

He recalls “Hitler’s war”
when he had only three sons
and work was plentiful.
Farming, he says, always
went in cycles, but it has
never been so bad.

Now, penniless, he has no
possessions left to sell to feed
his grandchildren. Of his nine
children, only one son is with
him in the burgeoning sguat-
ter camp outside Hoopstad.

. Six months ago he began to
feel the drought’s effects.

“I had 25 cattle — four of
them milking cows. Because
of the drought the whole
place was bare. There was

b

no place for us ... no food
for the cattle.”

After a brief spell as a gar-
dener, he moved to Hoopstad
when all his cattle were sold.

“When I left the farm I
thought I M&Ea get a better
life. But'i$§ it more difficult
here? Therg are no jobs. My
children are not working and

. I can’t afford to send my

grandchildren to school.

“I see no chance of moving
back to the farm now ... it's
even bad for the white man.
But I can’t even find work
here and the pension money
is too little.

“I get mealie meal from
Operation Hunger. I used to
have milking cows ... now

E

work

In
the children don’t even get
milk, just pap.”

Last week he waited with
hundreds of other elderly
people at Tikwani — a town-
ship outside Hoopstad — to
receive his weekly allocation
of food from Operation Hun-
ger field workers.

Nearby,
for their daily cup of soup.

According to Operation
Hunger Field Co-ordinator
Anthony Mfila, Tikwani has a
growing population of about
20 000. Most started moving
in from the farming areas as
early as October last year.

The majority end up with
no jobs, and eventually with-
out hope. Each week day the
organisation distributes food
to about 1000 people — soup
for the children and family
rations for those on the oper-
ation’s books.

ﬂ\—amm C

children waited

361

A sewing and knitting
project has also been started
to make the community less
dependent on aid — but even
this is hampered by the eco-
nomic situation as few people
can afford to buy anything

other than food. And, while
Operation Hunger has en-
couraged the growth of vege-
table gardens, even these
have wilted in the heat.

The situation is desperate.
At the local dump residents
flock each Wednesday to for-
age for food after Hoopstad’s
rubbish has been dumped.

Surrounded by dusty roads
and houses, Mr Mtshawe has
ne hope for a last-minute
miracle for the Free State:
“Last year there was a har-
vest. But this year the mea-
lies got no water and they
have died.” O

ity of hope
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No hope . .. former labourer

and cattle owner Madakane
Mtshawe.
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;moE: Africa have come together
* for the first time to look for
< soldtions to their common plight.
- mt WALLY MBHELE

5 OSEPH THUNTSA livesina
section of Botshabelo catlled
Die Hel — The Hell.
55 The name was given by po-
<" 5 lice in 1985 trying to remove
5 @Y ad hoc squatters who had co-
=+ . 4 lonised an unused section of
mum huge township — which had been
. ¢creatpd anyway as a dumping ground
H,‘E g surplus” farm workers and resi-
anﬁﬁ of “black spots™.

- When the squatters of Botshabelo
-1 Ezmga efforts to move them, an-

S
w

- noyed policemen turned their backs
- and $aid: “Die plek is net "n hel (This
% place is just hell).” The residents took

up the word as the name for therwr

: sctilement.
~ 1 FowThuntsa {69), hell is a sort of par-

j

<. ladise, Although he is unemployed,
% his-wife’s health is poor and the fami-
> 1y must live on his R300 bi-monthly
- pension, he has a two-room matchbox
|~ built-with Catholic Church donations
i — and shacks in the yard for his nine
++ children, one a schoolteacher.

—

~ Thuntsa was one of the more than

b

% 150 delegates at a conference for the
:. homeless organised by the Southern
”_M bmﬂﬁ: Council for Catholic Social
.. Service last week at the Alpha Train-

L I -

% ing Cenire'in Broederstroom.
g-.- Dellegaies from homeless communi-

= l

= ties who came together for the first

-
-t

tw Hme shared tales of unemployment,
72 disesse, demolitions and violence, re-
o w_mﬁnnn to removals, court batties.

» 1 More than half the squatters in some
comimunities are unemployed and
pricess for basic resources like food,

1
~
M paralfin, wood and candles are sky-

h :"-I “"’_‘ﬁ-‘-q.',—-..rf o7 -l}
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rocketing. Resources are scarce. Dele-
gates noted a lack of infrastructhure, an

fordable safe homes for all™.

Hundreds of ﬁ_,_o:mmzam of South Africans no:.n :m:m a place they can call home Photo: xmﬁz gm._.mm

churches,
sports and recreation facilities.

The authorities turn a deaf ear to
these problems because “we.have ille-

absence of cemeteries,

gally occupied that land”, said Tom
Scholtz, who delivered a paper on the
struggle for resources.

Like all delegates at the conference,
Thuntsa was clasping a blue file under
his arm, with the logo “Land and af-

" ] left Koffiefontein in 1982 after a
struggle of nearly 20 years without

decent shelter,” he said. “l used to
stay in a mud hut, under a very strict

- farmer.

12

When | arrived with my family n
Boishabelo in 1982, I had hopes that
things would change for the better, I

would find employment, but things

’
b
b
:
g —

didn’t go according 0 my dreamns.”
For three years he struggled to se-
cure a stable home. He was forced to
split up the family. He was often evict-
ed when his rent was overdue.
Finally, in 1985, he and hundreds of
other homeless people erected shacks
on a piece of open land in Botshabelo.
The squatters have managed to nego-

tiate for toilets and water taps tobe in~

stalled in Die Hel which, he says,
“will become one of the biggest and
nicest places to live in this country if
the resolutions of this conference be-
come real”, he said.

The conference has declared that land
is a right, not a privilege: a resolution
states that “if needs be, we’ll occupy
whatever land is unioccupied™.

Other resolutions call for stepped-up

mass action to resist evictions and op-
pose the government’s land reform
strategy; 1o take to the community rec- |
ommendations about ways of improv-
ing education and health.

There is plenty of room for improve-
ment. In Kleinskool, there are only 10
water taps to supply more than 1 500
families, the conference was told. In
some places, people have to travel
more than 10km to fetch wood.

Among the worst off appear to be vil-
lagers from Mbhokota in Gazankulu,
who told the conference they are re-
quired to buy a permit from a local
chief before being granted permission
to chop wood for making fire.

«] ife is very difficult there,” said
Charles Mahlawula. “Even the educat-

Lrs

ed struggle to make a living.
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REI.EASED A well-wisher welcomes Mr David Moisi back to the’ maini-
land uf’ref'h‘é‘ ‘und two other long-serving prisoners, including Mr Mandu-

la Shubungu, ngh'r were freed from Robben Island. They had been on u
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By LINDA GALLOWAY
Staff Reporter

THREE long-serving prisoners took
their first steps to freedom down the
gangway of the Robben Island ferry,
'leaving behind 40 hunger-striking
 comrades. .

J uhannes Mandla Shabangu, 31, Da-
vid Motshwane Moisi, 35, and Rufus
Nzo, 32, told: well-wishers at the dock-
side that their fellow-prisoners on the
island, althuugh debilitated by the
strike, were standing firm in their re-
solve to.continue refusing food until
their release.

They said two, Aron Thabo Memela
and Christmas Mofokeng, had col-
lapsed and had been transferred to
hospital. 4

Mr MoiSe“said it had been “excruci-
atingly painful” to leave their com-
|rades behmd .

“Our release is a. stlck and-carrot

to.put t1euANC on the defensive be-

Mr “Sh'
from the *hunger-strlke committee on

the island, reiterating their resolve to .
continue although “all of us are on the -

hunger strike for seven days.

Thi'ee Island prisoners
take first steps to freedom

|puhcy on the part of the government

fore the ultlmatum deadline,” he said. .
b ahgu’ rread a statement
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brink of collapse”.

“It is the only weapon we have and
we will remain on hunger strike until
we get to Cowley House (the Depen-
dants’ Conference halfway-way house
for political prisoners in Wnndstuck)
he said. 3

Mr Shabangu, from Johannesburg
and Mr Moisi, from Kroonstad, were
sentenced to death for high treason in
1980 for attacks on the Buuysens po-
lice station, a policeman’s house and
the West Rand Administration’ offices.

Mr Nzo, from Port Elizabeth, was
serving a 20-year sentence for tréa-
son, terrorism, possession of arms,
ammunition and explosives, attempt-
ed murder, fraud and exploding a
bomb on the Swartkups railway line.

ANC spokesman in the Western
Cape Mr Trevor Manuel drew atten-
tion to the inconsistencies of the gov-
ernment in releasing some prisoners
and not .others.

“There is no pattern. Some were re-
leased without applying for indemni-
ty, others who applied have not been
released. Some prisoners sentenced
with others for the same OffEHCES'H
have been released while their‘co- ac—r
cused have not,” he said. -




Y and are living in squalour

d al poverty-stricken fam-

{ pitiful stories.

THOUSANDS of black people
who have lost their jobs on white
farms in the Free State are living in
abject poverty, while their children
are being ravaged by malnutrition.

Several children have died of
starvation in Daleside, Hoopstad,
Steynsrus and Botshabelo.

The families have moved from white
farms to nearby towns

in the most unhygienic
conditions.

Hoopstad community
worker Matso Mathibe
wept after visiting sever-

ilies and listening to their

In several of these
areas residents are also
suffering from poverty
related discases, which
include mental illnesses
and blindness.

They are all unem-
ployed and while some
have to make the most of
their meagre monthly
pensions, others have to
scavenge to exist.

They have no proper
furniture, clothes or
biankets and sleep on the
bare floor, even on ICy
cold nights.

Those who do have
blankets have very few,
but they are all worn and
scanty.

An urgent appeal has
been made to Operation
Hunger to help them.

This week, City Press
visited a shack settle-
ment in “‘Phumasibeth-
ane” (come out let us
fight one another), near
Hoopstad in the Free
Statc.

Green Tshawe is the
head of a family of 14
adults and children
which includes his
daughter-in-law, chil-
dren, grandchildren and
nephews.

The family’s only
breadwinner is his neph-
ew, Petrus Ngubeni, who
earns RBO a week as a
mechanic’s assistant.

Two of the children,
Aletta, 10-months, and
Johannes, 2, are showing
clear signs of undernout-
ishment -~ potbellies,
puffed cheeks and swol-
len feet.

The family has very
little clothing and almost
no blankets.

Tshawe’s daughter-in-
law, Elisa Jack said:

“The nights are very cold in the Free
State, and we keep the children warm
with our body heat.” |

Annie Jonata is a 70- year-old pen-
sioner who has to fend for six other
people — her daughter and five grand-
children.

Annie says that from her meagre
pension of R175 a month she can only
afford a bag of mealie-meal.

She cannot afford meat, as the rest
of the money goes on her grandchil-
dren's books, clothes and school fees.

“] can hardly afford to buy a bar of -

soap. When the bag of mealie-meal is
finished we have nothing to live on.
“We sometimes go to bed with our
stomachs empty.
“There are days when my daughter
and her children have to dig into dirt-
bins at local factories for food,” she

Blind pensioner Sinah Nkomo and her husband,
settlement near Hoopstad. They say their children take their pensions,

.said. ' .

Sinah Nkomo is a blind- pensioner.

She and her husband, Office, live alone
and have nobody to wash or cook for
them.

They both get a pension, but claim
that as soon as they receive their mon-
ey, their children come and take it
from them, leaving them with abso-
lutely nothing.

They depend on handouts from com-
munity worker Mathibe.

Mathibe told City Press:

“It is sad because many of the chil-
dren in the area are undernourished
and the chances are that they might
die if nothing is done to save the
situation.

“We have already buried several
children. A recent case is of one baby
who was buried about two weeks ago.”
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By SOPHIE TEMA

AFTER 10 long years the Basotho-ba-Her-
schel are still searching in vain for a place
they can call their home.

The small tribe of about 80 families live
in a clutch of shabby tents near Thaba’N-
chu in the Free State.

They exist on handouts from an aid
organisation but are determined to fight to
the end for their own corner of [and.

The Basotho-ba-Herschel originated
from Herschel near the south-western tip of
Lesotho, which was incorporated into
Transkei after its creation in 1974,

Because of their ethnic differences, the
Basotho refused to become part of the
Xhosa tribal homeland under Chief Kaizer
Matanzima, and in 1982 decided to pack up
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and quit the Transkei,
The Basotho-ba-H

David Tseki
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, an

appointed in 1981 to

place of their

len years later,

of their own,

own.
the

erschel were lec

DY
articulate historian
lead his people to a

tribe still has no land

Tseki is terminally ill at Pelanomi Hospi-

tal near Bloemfontein and his
y are camped at Botsha-
a’Nchu, where they
tent people”.

Tseki’s wife Gladys tells

In Herschel the Basotho
barassment to
after they demanded

stili nomads.

known as the

ment

The
belo, near Thab

"1

people are
are

their story.
became an em-

Matanzima and his govern-

that they be

allowed to stay as an independent group

within Transk
Matanzima

el.
refused

and put pressure on
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Tseki was detained for seven months
before he left and Gladys was placed under
house arrest.

The first stop of their “Great Trek” was
Zastron, where they lived for three months
before moving on to QwaQwa — the tribal
nomeland of the Basotho. |

At QwaQwa the tribespeople were told
by the South African Government that they
would be allocated land near Harrismith for
resettlement:

Basotho-ba-Herschel.
“"We were looking forward to finally
being settied on land of our own,” she said.
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But when the land was allocated by the
South African Government, the QwaQwa
Government took it and incorporated it into
its territory.

“We were then

Botshabelo, where
en years later.”
The tribe lives in uncertainty, their sey-
cn-year-old tents torn and dilapidated.
Operation Hunger feeds the Basotho-ba-
Herschel and provides them with blankets,
but there is still a cold winter ahead.
“The organisation has now supplied us
with sheets of heavy plastic to cover the
torn tents to help keep out the icy wind.
“But we still do not know what the future
holds for us,” Gladys said.

—_———

we are still waiting, sev-
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i, EMI-BLIND Mr Johannes Duduma
. Ngeosane (70) is one of about 450
“'Wr people who squat mn the Tshepiso
in Refengkgotso near
W Deneysville in the Oran ge Free State.
He has not been so Iucky.
From as far back as 1963 he lived on a farm
in Sweetveldt near Vereeniging in terms of a
labour tenancy agreement,
Interms of the agreement, he was required to
provide labour in exchange for the right to live
on the farm and keep cattle.

He lived there with his wife Matsedisoand ] i

children. His relationship with the farmer lasted
until October 7 last year, when he got 10 days
notice to vacate the farm logether with his
family.

“My boss fired me because I was no longer of
any service to him. I lost my eyesight during
working hours,” Ngcosane said in his shack.

"1 was frustrated and had nowhere to stay
withmy family after [ was forcibly evicted from
the farm. 1 came to live in Tshepiso during
January this year out of desperation.”

He is one of the more than 450 labourérs and
pensioners who were cvicted from farms by
therr white bosses aftér having served them for
many years.

Ngcosanc, and other labour tenants In a simi-
lar position, are forced to uproot themselves and
eke out a fiving in distant homelands.

An article in Land Update, a publication of
the National Land Commitice. says: “Afterall it

- was the apartheid policy that prevented us from
getting land and that was made casy for the
white farmer to evict people.”

It adds: “The number of tenant labourers
evicted during the past year or two by farmers
who [lear their workers will make aclaim of their

small holdings under a hew government has
multiplied,”

The Tshepiso squatter camp was cstablished
mostly by farm labourers and PensIoners as ;i
result of a shortage of homes in Refenghgotso,

The population of Retengkgotso is estimaied
to be more than 35 000 people and growing.
There are only 7 500 homes, mostly shacks
without & proper system of samtation, electric-
ity or streel lights.

The streets are not tarred. there js no
stormwater drainage and residents travel fong
distances to fetch water from an ablution block,

Tshepiso is established on land that was
bought by the Sasolburg City Council from 13
white farmer, Mr William Scott. who has K1nce
moved to another farm. |

There are three churches, two schools. one
créche and two shopping complexes, numerous
spaza shops and two graveyards.

Most of the residents — about half the popu-
lation — are unemployed while thase who work
travel distances to neighbouring farms near
Sasolburg and the Vag! Triangle industrial cen-
tres. ‘Unemployment has created many prob-
fems.

President of the local civic association Mr
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Most families are often
forced to split because the
head cannot find
emplovment ,

Godirey Kolokotn, said: "Most families are
oftenforcedto split because the head cannot find
cmployment,”

He added that those who work do so far away
from thetr homes and normally came home over
weekends.

Ngcosane said he was never so lucky after he
became semi-blind while workin g on a farm
near Vereeniging. *| struggled to get my pension
money.

"l was evicted from the farm after my boss
lred me. He did not need my services any longer
because I was handicapped. I worked for him for
30 years,

Inconsiderate

"He was inconsiderate and never gave me time
to look foralternative accommodation. I pleaded
with him 10 allow me 1o stay for another three
months so that my children should finish their
schooling, but he refused.

“He told me he had healthy people who wil]
work and stay in the house occupied for {5
years,”

The same sentimems were expressed by Mr
Jan Motloung (73) who said that he worked as
herdsmian on a farm in Heilbron in the Orange
Free State. He earned R25 4 month. |

Motloung suffered a stroke ang was forced to
leave the farm because “the white farmer told
me he could not keep idle people on his plot™.

GI am forced to squat
here because 1 cannot
afford to buy a new house.
I have no money and | am
Jobless. )
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Pensioned former farm workers are

1™

|92,

“1 needed a shelter for my 10 children,” he
sard. *[ came to T'shepiso after I was advised by
relatives.” |

He added: “I am forced to squat here because
[ cannot afford to buy a new Kouse. have no
moncy and 1 am jobless. I survive on a bi-
monthly pension which | get from local authori-
ties offices,

A father of six children, Mr Soldaat Mphuthj,
said he worked on a farm in Frankfort for 26
years. He earned R20 a month and receivedabag
of mealie meal. His employer died iast August,

He was evicted by the new employer, who wasg
apparently scared that “I will demand smallhold-
ings for having worked for my previous em-
ployer for generations.”

The problems of this Squatter camp and
Refengkgotso are similar to those in other infor-
mal settlements, especially in the Pretoria
Witwatersrand Vereeniging complexes.

The township attracted a lot of media cover-
age when residents marched from the local hall
to the offices of the superintendent, where they
presented a memorandum,

In the memorandum the residents demanded
that electricity and sewerage be installed in their
homes, the water supply increased and roads
tarred.

However, thereisa ray of light at the end of the
tunnel after the Deneysville administrator Mrs
Rosyl Jager announced that R3 million will be
provided to upgrade the township.
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WHEN 150 000 poor
people are jammed
wei er in a shack
lement on the
ringe of a major city

ial;,d} somebndy puts up
-R30 million to put in a
water-borne sewerage
system, that's got to
be good news, right?

Well, that’s the way
the script goes. But in
Freedom Square, just
such an area on the
suuth—east gide of

‘Bidemfontein, a multi-

n‘g;F on-rand sewerage
gystem might be causing
nidfe problems than it
b flushed away.

It blocks, belches and
leaks, creating stinking
green pools and rivulets,
and fears that it might be
contaminating Freedom
Square’s water supply.

M The Freedom Square
branch of the South Afri-
‘et National Civic Organ-
isation says the sewerage
ptoblems started in about
Jure. “Now the sewerage
system is blocking almost
eyery day,” says SANCO
vice-chairman Bohosi
Metsing. He and others in-
gist that the job was not
done properly.

Says SANCO’s Tello Le-
besa: “They say we are
rtl_g;' wing newspaper, cloth

tins down the toilets.
Biip' the pipes are too
Sma,ll ) .

' SHys Metsing: “I was
m here in Bloemfontein
‘andshave never seen such
a mess. You never see
such blockages in the
white suburbs.” .

Volume

Thomas Stewart of the
Housing ' ¢bmpany

NEWHCO), whléh man-
the project on behalf

wia TTnorada Commini-
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es some idea of just
ow thorny this seemingly

i ple concept can be.
F Btart, both .Ste-
1nst1tut10nal i For o aar, o Ste
® “ciation agree that there
— I].Ot ln " .was no jnformation pro-

- ‘gramme explaining how
~-the “:sewerage system

the plpe .+ghould be ‘used. Metsing
e f*’“and others criticise the

" wffﬁ“devehpers for this, .

ll}ﬂmm piping, I’ve Do’ P = Stewart says: “We are
doubt that the main prob--: "gtlll awalting a formal
lems are institutional.”- - “? to be distributed in
Those “institutional”-;the area. Other than that
prnhlems give Freedom “there have been regular

Square’s ! rather JTocal
problems wider “rele-
vance. By all aceounts
they are not unique, and
enuld well multiply as
South Africa moves rapid-
ly into a

phase in. which-

hie:forts to invg*ve the ciEc
£in a process to convey e
" ‘message :to _individual
. OWNers. We rely fairly.
“heavily on them.”
#rfl The .civic assocmtiun

‘geems- reluctant to take

development work is done- - responsibﬂity for a sys-

under political . pressure

for quick delivery. i+
“The key problem is the

lack of proper local au-

thority support,”
Palmer. While Bloemfon-

_tein’s city counecil is most-

-tem it says is not appro-
2> priate. Says Metsing: “If
, people here can't afford to
shuy & loaf of bread, can
they buy a roll of toilet

‘The people were
gag asked before these

ly responsible for main- “*tojlets were built. We
taining the - Freedum "‘would have OptEd for
Square sewerage system,., “houses.”
Stewart says “the situa-~ 5 Prust chainnan Jamnes
tion reflects the -transi- .. Mentor says that was not
tional vacuum we are in.. . ‘what’ they said at the
We don’t have a legal time.” “We accepted this
agreement. o ﬁ . sewerage system on their
R _~:.; " recommendation. It was
W healthier and the peOple
i — wanted it, It is too late to
go back to pit latrines.”

ém Insistonce

7 ." 1percent mentlnned hous-

. .ing. '% "‘"‘.
RH pllca all this is
tence of Freedom
b Chlofi | enis_on the
g 0 4k at.they be-paid for ,,
e the wnrk they have put
' 1 oo ; thﬁ..pFOj;mt-h ;,Iﬂ;;;r

_.-'.I" 'rivky D s

' {fé i gplenty nfthis .t
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GEEEEQ Hmm@mw mﬁmﬂ&m

ﬁmum ﬁwn #mﬂm made Emﬂ.

. homie Eﬂmﬁ the tall’ ‘pine trees on a

- have a right to be there.

ﬂ

B
s

The mmﬁnum um E%En_ but mcw Em

[ i

mﬁﬂ. water source, a ground dam,
ﬂi& ‘the local rdmmﬁnnw The other

Brown says the 350 “squat-
: nmu Council has considered various
~ solutions for the people of this small’
- hill'in Wilderness have lived in the
. area since the 1920s and feel they

- water source, a- stream running

_&noﬂmr the mmEmEmﬂﬂ is mm.muﬂqmuw

.. mﬂ open-air toilet. °
" . The Wilderness ﬁwmbmﬁaﬂmu H_c. - _-dm_ﬂm of ‘his chumﬂq has Wmmﬂw .
g E,mmﬁomﬁw reduced. He says he was -
-advised by an estate agent that unless

EEEEHQ éﬁﬁaﬁnﬁmﬁmﬂ

with the Services Enmﬁ nnEEEﬂmm

In this mmﬂﬂmﬂﬁ region take mcu__. |
. ._mﬂmﬁmn. -

wmﬁmwmwmﬁ ﬁaﬁ_ property ad-
joinihg Wilderness Heighis claim the
community is “disruptive”.

a_w_m_:m _U—_@ %% mu\m_wa_: for Q__m...%sc:m

oM g i3-n2falas

Roniie Oour a ﬂﬁmmuﬂmmm Heights".

property cwner, lives across mum Em& )
" from thé community. He claims H_Em. |
-_.,W..v._umnﬁm set. wnnﬁm_ﬂ. here by the
: mﬂﬁuﬁm .Hﬁm% mﬁwﬁ. :bnmﬂ a cerfain
7" tree and all get divrik on their wages.
| m.....ﬂ.ﬁmﬂ we get wgmn H.Eﬁ. Em noise
- w.....Em%Eme -

the EEEEQ was moved his HEE
-would be “all but worthless”. -
‘Community members mn.@pnnﬂm_%- -
*  deny these claims. They say ﬁ_um_.

‘disruptive behaviour they are
blamed ‘for emanates from.the .

mmubm m.umbm has _ummﬂ living in

- ..Em n:EEEﬁQ for ﬂﬁ. years. “It’s
¥, difficiilt,” she says: “On Fridays

- Many gmwmﬁﬁwm m&mmﬁmmﬁwm

. __.mnw system to pay ﬁwm.:. ﬁauw.mum

— buying them alcohol-as part of

their ﬂmnmm.lmn&hmﬁ Em EEmE.
. —PDMA e |
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