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| By DAN DHLAMINK(£56 )

DIAMOND Field Region (DFR)
teachers who were last month served
with letters terminating their service
following their refusal to be evaluated
will defy the Department of Education
and Training (DET) and report for
duty next week,

This was revealed to City Press this

1 week by the western Transvaal con-
1 venor of the South African Democratic

| Teachers Union’s (Sadtw), Simon Se-
4 bolai.

Sebolai said an estimated 200 teach-
ers in the region were served with

2 termination letters on December 3 by
"| messengers of the court.

The letters stated that the teachers
| were being dismissed with effect from

| January 1 this year,

Seholai said affected teachers had
been advised to ignore the letters and
report for duty as usual, while the
Sadtu national executive cominittee
and legal advisorg sor ut the mag-
ter. 328

He said the duld meet the
DFR chief director Gunther Merbolt
on Tuesday to settle the issue,

Attempts to contact Merbolt for
comment on the mass dismissals drew
a blank.

Meanwhile, DFR public relations
officer JJ Mokoena announced this
week that the department would spend
R777 000 on additional classrooms in
the region this year.

Mokoena said damaged buildings
would be repaired and that many pio-
jects were in the pipeline for this year.




By DAN DHLAMINI Uﬁ"%ﬁ
THE Ikageng Educa{ion Co-

ordinating Committee (IECC) .

has won a year-long battle to
have vacani teaching posts pre-
viously occupied by whites ad-
vertised.

About 43 white teachers at
Ikageng's Botoka Technical
High Schoot and Tlokwe Secon-
dary school were rejected by
pupils last February on the
grounds that they were racist.

Last year the Department of
Education and Training's Dia-
mond Fields regional director,

Teachers’ battle won at Ikageng

Gunther Merbolt, told City
Press the posts could not be
advertised because the white
teachers had not resigned, but
were forced by pupils to quit.

In a letter to IECC lawyers
dated December 11, 1990, Edu-
cation and Training Minister
Stoffel van der Merwe agreed
to transfer the white teachers
from Ikageng.

He also stated that the filling
of vacancies had already been
discussed with school manage-
ment councils and that the ap-
pointment of suitable candi=
dates would be expedited.

Responding to the Minister’s
letter, IECC spokesman Du-
duetsang Modise said: “We are
not impressed. It took him the
whole year to respond while our
children were without teachers

and have suffered si ebru-
W) (399

Modics5aid theTECC en-
dorsed the back-to-school call
by the National Education Cri-
sis Committee and other politi-
cal organisations.

He also appealed to the youth
and the community at large to
stop destroying school property.

&



“Two

pupils, ¢

wreak havoc’ "

Mohlakeng mayor and
Kagiso school principal
Alfred Thekwane yester-
day denied that students
had ordered him to
choose.  between  his
school “and - his- council
posts. .,

.« Thekwane “told the
Sowetan that his holding
of two positions has never
been an issue. He said
yesterday was the first he
had heard of such a
demand.

A report in a Sunday
newspaper said students
had told Thekwane he
could not serve two
masters and must resign
as head of the Kagiso
Senior Secondary School.

Thekwane  confirmed
that there had been
trouble at his school last
week, but said it stemmed
from another issue.

His problems began
with two pupils who
wanted him to take extra
students, he said.

**The issue is that I ad-
mitted 1 800 children as

demanded by the quota
set by the DET. While
still trying to negotiate to
take more pupils, the two'
pupils decided to do their
own admissions of 1 000

goes on as it is, the school
will be closed for the rest
of the year.

“‘For this reason, we
shall be calling a parents

extra pupils.

““I personally refused
to register the 1 000 extra.
pupils and that is when
the problem started. The
two then approached
teachers last = Thursday
and told them to take ex-
tra pupils in their class-
rooms. When they refused
they were stoned.

“My teachers -are
adamant that they cannot
teach when the enroll-
ment is more than the re-
quired quota, They have
also stated that they can-
not be dictated to by their
own pupils.

““We have reported the
matter to the DET. We
have been told that the

management = committee

and parents must ensure
that no pupils are atlowed
to do admissions, If the
situation -at _the school

this  week.
Parents will be notified
tomorrow about the venue
and time of the meeting,

“These two are bent
on creating confusion.””

Thekwane said the
pupils had on several oc-
casions last year appeared
before the school com-
mittee for causing prob-
lems.
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[Soweto teachers|

pledge -suppo@
for campalg

MTSHALI :

| SOWETO teachers have

endorsed the ‘‘back-to-
school campaign” and
called on the Department
of Education and Training
to supply sufficient
books, employ more
teachers and repair
damaged schools to
enable them to accom-
modate all pupils.

Declaring 1991 as a
year of effectiveAgaching
and learning, the teachers
also committed them-
selves to participating in
community-based mass
action and campaigns in-
volving educational is-
sues.

Meeting

The resolutions were
taken at a meeting at-
tended by hundreds of
teachers at Regina Mundi,
Sowelo, last week.

When asked if the
**mass action”’ would not
disrupt schooling, pub-
licity secretary for the Na-
tional Education Union of
South Africa, Mr Key-
stone Sono, said: ‘‘Mass
action involving the com-
munity will need our par-
ticipation and support.”




Wait for Sadtu ¢

By NKOPANE MAKOBANE S

THE recognition of the South African De;&cranc
Teachiers’ Union as a staff association will be dealt with
as soon as the Department of Education and Training
has studied the organisation’s application,

This was said by Dr Bernard Louw, the director-
general of the department, at the weekend,

In a statement, Louw confirmed that he held in-
formal -discussions in Cape Town with Mrs Shepherd
Mdladlana, Sadtu’s president, and Mr R van den
Heever, the union’s secretary general, on Friday.




Teagher, training ga;mnahsatlon |

THE white Educatlon and Culture

Department could be expected to an--

nounce details of plans to rationalise
its teacher training colleges shortly,
according to a spokesman.

The department declined to give
details but confirmed rationalisation
was being considered and two col-
leges had been closed at the end of
last year. A third college in Graaff-
Reinet would be closed this year.

The department has been strongly
criticised for closing down white
schools and colleges and abolishing
teaching posts when SA was short of
thousands of classrooms and quali-
fied teachers at black schools.

A recent Financial Mail report
said educationists were worried that
Clase planned to close the English-
medium Pretoria College of Educa-
tion and the Afrikaans-medium
Goudstad. Afrikaans student teach-
ers would then have to attend Nor-
maal college in Pretoria, while Eng-
lish students would be directed to the
Johannesburg College of Education

TANIA LEVY,
(JCE).
Last week t.he departiment refused

to confirm whether these plans were

in the saying an
ment would be made shortly.

However, it did confirm that about
750 places were expected to be va-
cant at Pretoria’s Normaal college
and 480 at Goudstad. JCE was ex-
pected to have 210 places which
would not be filled.

Altogether more than 5 000 places
are expected to be empty at the five
teacher training colleges in Pretoria
and Johannesburg this year.Of these,
only the JCE is allowed to admit
black students to two courses it offers
on behalf of Wits University.

Black colleges are turning away,
about 10 aspirant teachers for every
one they accept.

There is already a chronic short-
age of facilities and teachers at black
schools and the Department of Edu-
cation and Training (DET) recently

estimated the number of black pupils ¥

continued to increase by about
250 000 pupils a year.

Wits Education Pollcy Unit re-
search officer Nick Taylor said white
pupil numbers were droppmg by
about 5000 a year.

The department had reacted to thxs
by closing down dozens of white
schools, 22 in the Transvaal alone last

year, and retrenching many teachers, |

Sapa reports that the DP has called
on President F W de Klerk to stop the
closure of schools and teacher train-
ing colleges because there were not
enough white pupils and student
teachers.

DP education spokesman Roger
Burrows said pupils wanting to enrol
at schools under DET control should
not be turned away. Instead, every
available space, including church and
community halls and temporary
buildings, should be used to accom-
modate them.
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Black pgip%/ |
also straining at seams

By EDWARD MOLOINYANE
and HANS-PETER BAKKER
Staff Reporters

THE Department of Educa-
tion and Training faces a
tough challenge as thou-
sands of children heed the
call to return to school.

Severely strained resources
are being put under further
pressure by the many failed
matriculants seeking readmis-
sion.

The problems in black edu-
cation start in primary schools
where conditions are often ap-
palling.

Primary school principals
said most publicity was given
to problems in high schools and
this created the impression
that all was well at their
schools while there was just as
much overcrowding and lack of
desks, chairs and stationery.

Sit on floor

Some New Crossroads pri-
mary pupils sit on the floor for
lessons because there are no
chairs and desks.

Principals said the situation
was chaotic and hundreds of
pupils would not be accommo-
dated unless the DET took
“drastic” steps.

Nomlinganiselo Primary in
New Crossroads, which operat-
ed for the whole of 1989 with-
out chalk, has not had enough
chairs and desks since it was
built in 1981

Principal Mr Solomon Mako-
sana has sent three letters in
the past two years to the DET
asking for desks and other fa-
cilities, but the response has al-
wa{s been the same: “A survey
is being conducted to deter-
mine the needs of all schools
and all issues raised will be at-
tended to in due course.”

He said desks supplied by the
DET when the school started
“broke in no time” while the
walls were also last painted in
the same year.

“Since 1982 we have been de-
pending on handouts for desks
and chairs from white schools
we approached. The irony is
that those desks, though old,
have sustained us all these
years because they are of bet-
ter quality.”

He added that scores of new
children for Sub A had been
turned away “all these years”
because of lack of facilities and
teachers.

“The teacher-pupil ratio here
has always been 63 to 1 and we
need another six teachers if we
are to cope. The DET says

there are no posts but we have
had 12 applications from newly
qualified teachers from Good
Hope College, Khayelitsha, this
year alone.”

Some pupils at the school use
drums for chairs while the
available broken desks are of
different shapes and sizes.

But DET Regional Chief Di-
rector Mr Bill Staude has de-
nied some of the principal’s al-
legations.

He said in a statement: “Ac-
cording to area office records,
on January 25 1991 the enrol-
ment was 1133 with a waiting
list of 100. There are 27 teach-
ers on the staff and this would
give a teacher/pupil ratio of
1:46 with the pupils on the
waiting list included. Without
the latter the teacher/pupil ra-
tio would be 1:42. The 1990 ra-
tio was 1:44”

Mr Staude said the claim
that the the teacher/pupil ratio
had been 1:63 was “therefore
not understood”.

“Recent stock-taking at the

school indicated that there
were 454 glastic chairs and 205
damaged but repairable chairs.
There were 224 desks and
therefore the claim that the
school has been without desks
since it was built in 1981 is not
understood.”

Mr Staude added that funds
for renovation were “severely
limited.”

“The state of the walls is as
claimed but according to the
area office’s priority list had
been scheduled for attention
during the 1992/93 fiscal year
subject to available funds.

“Responses from the area of-
fice indicated that the con-
straints of the budget made it
very difficult to attend to the
school's needs.”

This year the DET will

spend R250-million on new .

schools and additions to exist-
ing schools in the various re-
gions, translating into about
2500 classrooms. About 1500
new teaching posts have been
created.

Picture: BRENTON GEACH, The Argus.

FLOOR LESSONS: Standard 3 pupils kneel fo write because there are no desks or chairs at
the Nomlinganiselo primary school in New Crossroads.

@ Dr Bernhard Louw, direc-
tor-general of the DET, said
there had been a “rapid and un-
predictable inflow” of migrants
to the Peninsula.

This had resulted in the un-
expected arrival of numbers of
pupils who had not in the past
attended schools in the area.

He said the regional director
had allocated 45 of the mewly
created teaching posts in the
Cape to schools in the Cape
Town area.

The department also planned
to build three additional
schools in “squatter areas” dur-
ing the 1991/92 financial year
“if funds are available”.

Negotiations with some of
the communities allowed the
department to use platooning
(the shift system) to relieve
pressure.

. By early next week the reg-
istration process would be
completed, he said.

Dr Louw said shortages of
stationery and books would be
“tackled as soon as the final
figures become available”.
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'DET, Sadtu

W :

r— THE DET and the South Aftican Democratic Teachers
Union have failed to reach agreement on teachers whose
appointments on probation havq been terminated.

CI The DET's PR director in Pretoria, Mr Corrie

Rademeyer, said the DET and the union had met several
CO' times to consider representations on behalf of teachers -
—— but could not reach agreemen, -

€O “Sadty could not agree that its members co-operate
i within the framework of existing legislation and regula-
CR tions,” he said. Jowtden. 1|9,

According to Rademeyer, representations from Sadtu
DU arose when the DET terminated appointments of certain
[ teachers on probation at the end of 1990.

| Hesaid the DET had written to these teachers asking
P them whether they were willing to be evaluated so that
|~ their appointments could be considered for permanent

PAUL REVERE

talks Jgil

confirmation, ”7'[‘“

This was regarded as necessary because in many
cases principals had been prevented from doing their
duty during 1990 - often by teachers,

Most teachers were willing to be evaluated, he
added.

““Last year thousands of teachers deliberately flouted
universal standards of professional behaviour with
stayaways, chatk-downs and open defiance of authority.

*“These teachers harmed the cause of education in at-
tempting to embarrass the department.

*“The DET was prepared to restore the position of
teachers concerned as far as legally possible.

*‘However, it has pointed out that the problem would

. not be solved if teachers were re-employed while condi-

tions similar to those of the 1990 schoo! year stili
prevailed,” Rademeyer said,
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By ELIAS MALULEKE

EPARTMENT of FEducation

and Training director-general

Dr Bernhard Louw has conced-

t rebuilding confidence in the
South African education system will
not be easy due to its Verwoerdian
roots.

He said former premier Dr Hendrik
Verwoerd’s mass education _._E_ :25-
dered despite huge fi ial
from white voters because blacks saw
it as inferior and made a political issue
out of it instead of »—.e—.on.bgn the
mass education he was intr

Although he did not want to defend
policies leading to the creation of Ban-
tu education by Verwoerd, the aim of
statements by the former leader was to
get whites to finance education for all
black people instead of a select few.

Louw said rejection and politicising

er—

it won't he ¢

ted to the uoq ma:.u_ma_.. :E_mbe
and since then, black education had
been on a downward trend.

“Prior to 1976 there was a matric
pass rate of more than 80 percent —
althongh there were fewer pupils then —
a figure which has almost been turned
around by the 36 percent achieved last
year.”

He said apart from plans to upgrade
teachers through training and stepping
up DET administration resources to
make 1991 a year of true learning,
more money will be pumped into black
schools and book shortages will be a
thing of the past.

The DET would consult with par-
ents, students and all other people
directly involved with schools.

“Other stumbling blocks threaten-

issue without disrupting school:

were bearing fruit.

“We thank all organisatiods for
their bids to get education baék on
track, particularly the NECC, n?- we

mE_ not keen on learning.
i“Attempts have been made at o
sk 1 —U% P 1 al,
afnong the students to disrupt classes,
biit indications are that parents, politi-
cdl and education organisations plus
niany students have shown Enmqoh. in
.AWE.EN classroom disruptions.”

*The DET was, on a daily basis,
mionitoring attempts by forces to .u.m.
—-m.ﬁn hooli Nﬂn— di .A Y
were being taken.

"The pass-one-pass-all tactic was
partly responsible for last year’s fail-
ures b pupils who premoted

are sure that if the same atn
could reach people on the gro m
will have a wonderful future.”

Since schools reopened this;year,
indications are that some studerf§s are

thiemselves were not really prepared
for matric.

.Teachers were powerless to do any-
&Ew about students who promoted

? »__o.:wm:o@n in ._um _.ww. mEmnuw :__o
=5~ had promoted themselves this year had

been noted and disciplinary wnza.ﬁ
wounld be taken. .

“On top of the programine on action
for this year is the restoration of disci- .
pline in schools by means of training
teachers to cope with n_mmm..oen. situa-
tions and to invol in
study.”

In the past, teachers were unable to -
exercise authority in classrooms, but
with the new teacher training methods,
there would be a balance of authority. .

Due to i social activities of
families have been disrupted by lack of
income and jobs. “This social disrup-
tion spills into classrooms, affecting’
teaching and learning.”

Louw said the DET was against the
use of _...c_.nm to guard schools because

itated when the
SAP entered school | premises.




Aftgg;ﬁa' 30-minute ")
demonstration, they went .

" fo the Jolianessburg office 4

* of the Department of Edu-

cation . and Fraining to
submit 3 petition demand-

ing the- sesignation of MIS |

g
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Abe Lekoaletswe accused
Grootooom 0f refusing 10 '
hand uvcr.iincriminaﬁng
ocuments.& my e

* wghe-does ot want 1©

. submit financial state-

ments $0 that “allegations
against her, could be_iv-
vestigated;” hesaid. %
. Haid yes-
terday that she had
returned io the School at
\he reqriest of teachers. }’l
Sher fitfsher denied the -
allegations of financial
impropriety. +] do mnot
handle money at all,” she
gaid, s 0 |
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Azanian Students Convention condemned the

to co-operate to
unruly behaviour of pupils at the Central-
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Oudtshoorn march stopped

Police cordoned off the major routes ~ The major problem was a shortage of
i %» whlch would have been used and pa-  teachers and accommodation,
From Makhaya Man Sutrolled in the township to stop themarch “I have received many applications
n One of the organisers said permission  for teaching posts which I referred to
THE Oudtshoorn chief magistrate \for the march had been refused because  the department for approval, but have
on Monday prevented about 3 000 organiscrs had been told they had te~ received no response,” Nqoba said.
teachers, pupils and parents from ! apply 14 days before the event. (‘315 ) “We cannot tum back students who
marching to the offices of the re- k The principal of Indwe Second Seliol,~ want to be at school because of over-
gional director of the Department Mr Aldred Nqoba, said the situation at ~ crowding. After gll, the state, the ANC
of Education and Training to hand.xd ‘Jghe schoo(l] was “getting worsfe by the and %di:;: orglflmfxsatioﬂs‘l?ave all sup-
over a petition expressing griev- 3047 8 students are pouring in for regis- - ported the call for pupils to return to
ances in local education. ation”. school,"he said.
e
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Te%ghﬁ% in
bid to oust
headmistress

By Abel Mabelane ("2 S
East Rand Bureau @

Teaching ground to a halt in
Tsakane near Brakpan yester-
day as hundreds of teachers
from all the schools abandoned
classes and staged a sit-in at
the Shadrack Mbambo Primary
School and demanded the dis-
missal of the principal.

A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Education and Train-
ing, Levy Tshetlo, said a peti-
tion signed by 17 of the 28
teachers at the Shadrack
Mbambo School demanded the
removal of the principal, a Mrs
Sikhakha.

Mr Tshetlo said the other
teachers in the township had
joined in the sit-in in solidarity
because they alleged the griev-
ances of the 17 teachers had not
been given attention.

He said classes at Shadrack
Mbambo Primary had been sus-
pended with effect from today.

Mr Tshetlo said the problems
at Shadrack Mbambo had start-
ed in November and had be-
come steadily worse.

Two meetings convened by
the DET on January 13 and
February 6 in an attempt to re-
solve the crisis had been boy-
cotted by SA Democratic
Teachers Union (Sadtu) mem-
bers, who had staged the sit-in.

He said a parents’ meeting
would be held at the school on
Sunday at 8.30 am and appealed
to parents to attend.

Members of Sadtu could not
be reached for comment.

|




NECC delegates expelled from

TEACHERS who were part of the
National Education Co-ordinating
Committee delgation were expelled
from a meeting meant to discuss the
closure of boarding facilities at local
high schools by the Gazankulu home-
land authorities last week.

The NECC’s Northern Transvaal
regional organiser, Patrick Phantsi, dis-
closed this after the Gazankulu depart-
ment of education released a statement
blaming the NECC for “a walk-out” dur-
ing the meeting.

Phantsi explained that when the NECC
delegation arrived at the venue of the
meeting, they were met by more than 60
delegates representmg the Gazankulu

He said that their eight-member NECC
delegation was told that teachers who
were part of the delegation should go back
to school to teach. We were told that
“teachers are not allowed to be gut of
school premises during lessons”.

According to Phantsi, the officials
demanded that the NECC produce a man-
date to speak on behalf of the community
concerning the closure of boarding facili-
ties. The ministers and principals also
warned the NECC delegation that the
meeting will not start until all teachers had
left the proceedings.

Finally, nothing billed on the agenda

was discussed because some government

Falks |

#iz - 14|l
officials brought newspaper cllppmgs crit-
ical of the NECC as a non-representative
body.

Phantsi also dismissed the reasons giv-
en by the education department that the
2\ hostels were o be closed because of ill-
discipline among students. “The depart-
ment is aware that most students staying
in these hostels were politically active and
were in the forefront of most campaigns.”

“The government feels threatened by
the level of student politicisation especial-
ly those from outlying-areas such as
Johannesburg. We call on Chief Hudson
Niswanwisi 10 immediately instruct gov-
ernment officials to open the hostels and
start communicating with education bod-
ies,” he concluded.
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School rows hot upi:

v~ F| \‘\

THE closure of Central Secondary School in

hanguve and the Ision of 31 principal
by pupils in Mamelodi took a dramatic turn
yesterday.

Hundreds of pupils at Central Secondary
School, which was closed down by the Depart-
ment of Education and Training on Monday,
reported for classes yesterday after parents
resolved to defy the DET’s decision and or-
dered their children back to school.

““The decision to close down the school was
not discussed with us and the regional office of
the DET refused to meet us on Tuesday.

‘*After a meeting with pupils and teachers,

we resolved that children must go back to ’

By MONK NKOMO ]

diataly ** 1

a for the

school
parents said in a statement yesterday.

He added that parents would attend Sun-
day’s meeting with the DET.

Meanwhile, the Mamelodi branch of the
PAC d that it had d its partic-
ipation in activities of the local Education
Crisis Committee.

The PAC said, in a statement released yes-
terday, that their delegates walked out of the
meeting on Tuesday after the chairman refused
to discuss the expulsion of 31 pnncxpals by

@ To Page 2

peared that the local civic
association, ““in tandem
with the local branches of
Cosas and the South Afri-
can Democratic Teachers’
Union', was not inter-
ested in the resolution of
the education crisis in the

.educition from

cipals”,

“‘the
hands- of instant ulira-
radical acfivists who con- -

fuse reglgl‘;l’w;b anar-

chy”

Asazco, w‘mch plans o
meet the “‘expelled prin-

condemned the

township. alleged suggestion by the

Another reason the teachers’ union that

. PAC delegates walked  gchools could be run
out was because of the  without principals.

teachers’ union’s claim
that schools could be run
without principals.
‘‘Participation in
meetings to resolve the
education crisis became
farcical because the

ummerested in ending the

“We find it strange
that most of the teachers,
for all the years they have
spent as reactionary, now
want to overtake the black
community and dictate

- . ** Mr Siph
organisations involved ﬁea ::1]1{53 © Azas c‘g ,g
appeared 10 be Ly secretary said.

M hile, Sadtu yes-

p " the
said.
Mr Pasty Malefo,
publicity secretary of the
Mamelodi Civic Associa-
tion, said it was un-
fortunate that the PAC
had taken this decision
without consulting them.
“Cosas denied having
chased principals away
from schools. They
wanted a - delegation of
principals from schools to
demand textbooks from
the DET,” said Malefo.
The PAC said their fu-
ture participation in the
BCC would depend on an
urgent meeting with the
local civic association this
week.
The Azanian Students
Convention yesterday
urged responsible mem-

terday denied that its
Mamelodi branch had a
hand in the principal’s ex-
pulsion.

Mr Randall van den
Heever, Sadtu’s general
secretary, said they re-
jected the DET’s allega-
tion of its involvement
“with the contempt it
deserves”’.

‘‘Sadtu has been
engaged in a sensitive
process of negotiations
with the DET on the im-
mediate reinstatement of
dismissed teachers.

‘‘For
Schoeman to suggest that
the outbreak of unrest in
Pretoria schools is due to
the actions’ of Sadtu is
malicious and misleading.

Mr Job




THE Department of Education is expected to
receive significant financial input when the
Budget is tabled in Parliament on March 20.

While no official confirmation has been received, it
is believed that many Government departments would
be rationalised and education would benefit,

Minister of Finance Mr Barend du Plessis is ex-
pected to make a statement in this regard at a Press

briefing today.
LA
shitt 5% ApA)

In reponse t0 a question in Cape Town yesterday
whether the Defence Budget could not be reduced in
favour of education, Minister of Education Dr Stoffel
van der Merwe said: ‘“There will be a marked shift
away from defence to socio-economic spending,”

Parliamentary sources have confirmed there was a
‘“definite” feeling that education could get a major
boost.

Van der Merwe also said there had been a serious

VAN DER MERWE

ISMAIL LAGARDIEN
Political Correspondent

lack of coming together of the different education de-
partments over the years.

The training of teachers and the discrepancy in State
fundine for black and white oupils had also increased.

The discrepancy had shrunk from 15 to 1 in the
1970s to 10 to 1 in 80s. By 1985 it was 5 to 1 and last
year it was 3,8 to one, Van der Merwe said.

While this signalled possible equality in the near fu-
ture in terms of education for ail, Van der Merwe
warned that dumping everyone together in one educa-
tion department ‘‘would cause chaos’'.

However, definite progress had been made in this
direction and a more detailed department of education
would have to be planned *“in minute detail’’,

He said the meeting (on education) between ANC
deputy president Mr Nelson Mandela and State Presi-
dent FW de Klerk was *‘important and most welcome'”.




school

By EDWARD MOLOINYANE
Staff Reporter

A PAC supporter appointed by
the Department of Education
and Training to head a erisis-
hit Khayelitsha primary school
has been rejected by the ANC-
aligned Western Cape Civic As-
sociation.

Ebulumkweni Primary in
Town Two, Village Three, built
by the South African Housing
Trust has held no classes since
schools reopened a month ago
because of a row between the
DET and the civic association
over its administration, includ-
ing the appointment of teach-
ers.

The DET has confirmed the
civie association’s rejection of
the principal it appointed, 54-
year-old Mr Menziwa Tsholoba
who served three years on
Robben Island for PAC activi-
ties in the 1960s.

‘No-nonsense man’

Mr Tsholoba, who was de-
scribed by a DET official as
“one of my best principals and
a no-nonsense man”, believes
the civic association has a “po-
litical axe to grind”.

Although it is supposed to be
politically neutral, the associa-
tion is known to have strong
ANC leanings.

principal

Now teaching.at Masiyile
Secondary in Khayelitsha, Mr
Tsholoba said he was ap-
proached by members of the
civic association when he was
registering pupils at the start
of the school term and told his
appointment was “null and
void”.

“They did not furnish any
reasons and I know their rant-
ing and raving about my ap-
pointment is simply because of
my uncompromising PAC prin-
ciples. 1 know they want the
type of person they will easily
manipulate and because I'm
made of tougher material they
know it will not work with
me”

He said it was not the first
time he had clashed with civic
associations “especially since
February 2 1990 when suddenly
everybody became an activist”.

In May he was forced to re-
sign from a school in Her-
manus, where he had been
principal since 1986, after the
newly-established civic associ-
ation accused him of recruiting
pupils for the PAC.

“There I was accused of di-
viding the communitg because
they claimed everybody was
ANC. This was a lie as the Her-
manus community had been
dormant politically all these
years.”

“A good teacher, regardless
of how political he is, never
brings politics into the class-
room. I am interested in teach-
ing every African child regard-
less of whether he is PAC,
Inkatha or Azapo.

Chairman of the Western
Cape Civic Association Mr Mi-
chael Mapongwana declined to
comment, saying he did not
“have a mandate as the issue
has many implications”.

A DET spokesman said Mr
Tsholoba would remain at Ma-
siyile and be paid a principal’s
salary until an alternative
school was found for him.

Meanwhile Ebulumkweni
Primary is still in disarray
with more than 1000 pupils
having been registered for a
school meant to accommodate
only 240.

‘Amicably resolved’

Classes have also not started
in spite of civic association as-
surances last week that the
row had been “amicably re-
solved”. ,

A DET spokesman said only
six teaching posts were avail-
able at the school and added
that it was “up to the civic as-
sociation to sort things out”.

“There is nothing we can do
at this stage as we cannot go
there and put up a fight,” the
spokesman said.

b am N



“Enough teachers in
training for pgst?;fp. b

Staff Reporter C/?/ "

DR Bernard Louw of the Department of Educatidn
and "raining said yesterday that the.teachers cu
rently in training would “satisfy the department’s
projected heed.for teachers”.

On the other dand, tédching posts could become
_ seafce if moré students were admitted.

.. ‘However; the president of the Peninsula African
Teachers” Association, Mr Christopher Gqaji, said if
the teacher/pupil ratio at black schools was to be
brought down to the minimum acceptable level of
‘30:1,t‘g3any more schools would have to be built and
staffed.

_This would require more teachers than were cur-
. rently being trained, hé added.

Hundreds of black pupils responding to a
na'tiqxglal back-to-school campaign have been turned
away or placed on waiting lists, due to overcrowding
at schoqls in Cape Town’s townships.




city teacjjers’ sk ep-in

A SLEEP-IN by the staff of an Old Crossroads high
school at the Department of Education and Train-
ing’s city offices on Tuesday was abandoned after
the DET agreed to attend to teachers’ grievances.

The 35 teachers who occupied the department’s
Foretrust Building on Tuesday afternoon called off
their protest at 7pm, Mr Zalisile Mkhontwana, prin-
cipal of the Dr Nelson Mandela Senior Secondary
School, said yesterday.

Mr Mkhontwana, who joined his staff in their sit-
in, said meetings had been scheduled for 10.45am
yesterday and today with DET area manager MrAE
Ndamase and regional chief director Mr Bill
Staude.

Members of the school’'s Parents/Teachers/Stu-
dents Association would also be present, said Mr
Mkhontwana. )

Teachers had listed a total of 15 grievances, rang-
ing from a shortage of teachers to the non-payment
of salaries. — Sapa

— 1



By Musa Ndwandwe

WIDESPREAD dissatisfac-

tion over various education
issues in Western Cape
schools was reflected in nu-
merous protest actions and
demonstrations this week.

In the latest development, 35
teachers, including the principal
of the Dr Nelson Mandela High
Schoo! in Old Crossroads, staged
2 whole day sit-in at the offices
of the Department of Education
and Training (DET) in Omﬁn
Town on Tuesday.

The protest was over poor work-
_ing conditions and the lack of class-

TOOm equipment.

Money
The teachers wese cventally able to
present amemorandum, containing their
toa DET ive after
being initially ignored by the officials.
‘The memorandum urged the depart-
ment to “immediately” employ 16 extra
teachers, supply 800 text books, 400
double desks and 800 chairs to enable
the school to function.

The principal, Mr Zalisile
Mkhontwana, said: “Despite the fact
that the DET says there’s nomoney, the
former acting E.Hﬂvw— and his  deputy
are still on the school’s payroll.”

gw...n:—!.im said there was also an
urgent need to employ non-teaching
staff at the school.

“We have 1 800 children here and
there is not a single secretary,” he said.
He said the school had been vandal-
ised four times in the past because :..n_d

Was no seeurity.
The teachers left the offices at 7pm
after they had been given a written

o E T

DETERMINED: Hzmmm _mmo:m_,m from Oid anwmamn.m Dr Nelson Mandela High woz
were u_‘mnw«ma to sleep at the UMA..m o:._omm =:=_ 53 received a response, from officials

but

wing

In a similar action, police
about 50 teachers who were pi

in front of the regional offices of the
House of Representative’s Dﬂuﬁﬁ.nﬂ-
of Education and Culture (DEC) i
Bellville on Tuesday.

The teachers, from Bellville So

* High mawoﬁ were participating in a

message by a of the re-
gional head of the DET in Port Eliza-

beth, Mr Bill Staude, that their griev- -
ances would be attended to within two

days.
“We decided to suspend the wn:E—
while waiting for the DET’s response

highlight the plight of

temporary ﬁwa_.nﬂ organised by the

Temporary Teachers Campaign. ;

At Bellville South High, three teach-
€rs are on temporary staff and, accord-

ing to one teacher, a total of 19 others

are facing the threat of being placed on

.. tion, Mr Louis Pienaar, mouosgw what

» lana said Pienaar had come to the meet-

they called “a lack of interest” an the
Minister's part to :nwcnwﬁ a recogni~
fion agreement. T -

Sadtu president Mr m:qvma Mdlad-

ing unprepared despite the fact that

Sadtu had supplied him with all the
"backgronnd required for Tuesday's
raeeting.
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ABOUT 1500 additional posts for black teachers
have been created at a cost of R75 million this year,
according to the director-general of the Department
of Education and Training, Dr Bernard Louw.

He said the posts would soon be offered to new
teachers by the various area officers.

Dr Louw said his department had no obligation to
employ all teachers who recently qualified at col-
leges and it would not be possible to employ them
until more funds were made available for the
1991/92 financial year.

Overcrowding

In response to demands for more stationery and
teaching equipment, Dr Louw said his department
had planned to provide each and every child with a
new set of books, and these had been delivered to
all schools by the end 1990.

He said the shortages experienced this year were
the result of a sudden influx of pupils from rural
areas to urban areas. This also caused overcrowd-
ing which could not be solved overnight.

Dr Louw said the overall situation at schools was
much betfer than a year ago except for in a few
areas where unrest, intimidation and bad schooling
were still the order of the day. — Sapa




dismissed afte clash;

PARENTS at the
Hlomphanang High
School in Soshanguve,
have dismissed the princi-
pal and a teacher follow-
ing personality clashes
between the two which
affected progress at the
school

+
This was announced

yesterday by a spokesman
for the Department of Ed-
ucation and Training who
said the clash was so
serious that the teacher
had apparently served
papers on the principal for
alleged defamatory state-
ments, {4f2f 9|

The DET spokesman
said the deterioration of
relations between the

[ By MONK NKOMO ]

parents concerned, said
the DET sp

principal and the teacher
affected and retarded
progress at the school.
“‘An urgeni parents’
meeting was called and it
was resolved that both

% academics be fired from

He also reported that
pupils reported for classes
in Bekkersdal on Tuesday
after weeks of violence in
the area.

Hundreds of pupils
boycotted classes at the

the school as their per- \ Mosupatsela High School
sonality clashes were af-~_in Krugersdorp on Tues-
fecting the education of [ day after a pupil was al-

the pupils”’.

reporting at the local cir-
cuit office.

Although thé~school

was running normally, in- »
spectors were doing their&

utmost to resolve the mat-
ter amicably with the

Jlegedly arrested on
He added that both ~ charges of arson.
- teachers were presently

The situation in
Mamelodi seemed to be
normal although the 35
principals, who were
chased - away by pupils
fast week, are still report-
ing at the local Teachers’
Centre.
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HIS is a wonderful book about the
teaching profession and its values and
tasks in the current South African set-
ting; my only regret is that its heavily ac-

ademic style may make it inaccessible to * *

mspir

many of those who ought to read it For -
example, “This book is a synthesis of
ideas, transformed into an integrated set of
conceptual tools ....” S
Dr Mncwabe has read widely and deeply. As

THE Roap r

© OnNE Ebucartion Sysren

Teachers need to e

1

W Mak ¥5]2 - 2() 2 [t

224,

ng role models

ple can be assumed to share. These teachers

long-term and even indefinite school boycotts
as a weapon with which to retaliate to some
real or supposed act of oppression or repres-
sion on the part of racist authorities inside or
o_wsaa the schools have taken a devastating
toll.

“In many parts of the country and in many
townships a vicions anti-educational cycle has
come into being. It is my contention that be-
sides the authentic represeniative political or-

one reads one notes again and again how many Educationist FRANZ AUERBACH may inculcate by precept and example without Banisations of the oppressed people, much can
different authors’ views on philosophy and - reviews The Black Teacher's Dilemma,a becoming guilty of indoctrination, “To stand - be done to break out of that cycle by teachers’
education, sociology and psychology spring . book by MP Mncwabe, published b ’ on the sidelines and refuse to take sides is a organisations as well as colleges and facuities
to his mind as he writes — and one notes it. . oK Dy » Publl Y. negative or implied approval of things as they  of education.”
with deep appreciation, L __Skotaviile, are,” ) -~ _Some printing errors, and the absence of a
.-..Jozmw very mﬂm_,m m_m.mm our onr.._rou_._on isin . Nu._osm:m that many black teachers are “hope- . publication date, iritate in a book of this na-
crisis, he retains aith in teac) 1g as a pro- - . . . . essly trapped in the constricting coils of the ture; also the chapter biblio, hies do not list
fession that is not only of profound importance M\M___Mwmﬁu.ww Mbomnmawwq prerequisite for the mvann«n:. be pleads for them once more to be* - all (s books n:ommn. But :Www do not detract
to the well-being of any society but also one J to come “the inspiring role models for the youth - from a stimulatirig work that deserves to be
with the polential for the teacher to express his/ . Mncwabe exarfiines the nature of the teaching -+ of today and tomorrow which, by and large,  read and discussed widely in educational cir-
her individuality, creativity and humaneness. professior in depth, and also looks at child-  the teachers of yesteryear had been forus”. He  cles. It could contribute powerfully to the res-
I endorse his view that, since teaching is  rearing Ppractices, suggesting that it is a “politi-  believes this will require “the trainin g of the tuiotion of the learning climate in our schools
- about learning, those who would teach should cal imperative of the times™ for parenis to icach  present generation of black teachers and black — which has become an urgent and widely ac-
themselves have “derived a real kick out-of " their children some self-assertiveness rather  student teachers in the light of the requirements knowledged need.
learning, a sense of challenge and excitement than servile behaviour, There are valid discus-  of amnon-racial, demécratic South Africa®, ®Dr Franz Auerbach was director of the
in the quest for know-how”, Possibly even  sions on socio-political awarcness, on open- He pleads for the restoration of the status of ~ Teacher Centre at the Funda Centre in Diepk-
more important is his reminder that “a «o«.n of  mindedness and on the values all humane peo-  black teachers in the community: “Knee-jerk, loof, Soweto, from 1984 to 1989,
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R50 000 boost for better
teacher-training from
Weekend Argus jackpot

. Weekend Argus Reporter
UPGRADING the skills of prima-
ry school teachers is “absolutely
critical” to improving disastrous
matric results, according to edu-
cation experts.

And in a major new “train the
trainers” push, the Argus Teach
fund — thanks to a contribution
from the Weekend Argus Charity
Jackpot — is to boost several
teacher upgrading programmes
by R50 000.

The Urban Foundation helped
decide on how the R50 000 would
be best spent.

Mrs Mascha Ainslie, the foun-
dation’s primary science pro-
gramme co-ordinator, said the
upgrading of teacher qualifica-
tions represented one of the big-
gest challenges facing education.

The biggest share of the Argus
contribution, R30 000, goes to the
Teaching and Learning Re-
sources Centre at the University

of Cape Town’s education facuity.

The centre was dormant for
much of last year, said Mrs Ains-
lie.

This year the idea was to re-
vive it sufficiently so that it
would not “just be a dead place to
which the odd person comes once
a week”.

Mr Glynis Lloyd, co-ordinator
of the centre, said improvements
to the quality of primary educa-
tion were “absolutely crucial” if
any long-term improvements
were to be made to secondary
school progress and ultimately to
matric results.

A course for junior primary
mathematics teachers gets
R9 360 (for 30 teachers).

This course would be of “im-
mense help” in primary educa-
tion, an area in which sponsors
placed little emphasis in the past.

Mrs Ainslie said: “It is actually
going to mean a lot for many pri-

mary school teachers.

“They are trying to address
something which has been ne-
glected for quite a while.”

The problems in black educa-
tion, especially primary educa-
tion, needed ‘to be approached in
a holistic way because younger
children were taught in a genera-
lised way rather than in specia-
lised fields.

“The realistic expectation of
the bulk of the South African pop-
ulation is on primary education,”
she said,

Under the present system,
most would simply never com-
plete high school.

“So for that reason alone this
sort of programme makes sense.”

The Teacher Opportunity - Pro-
gramme (Tops) will get R8 000
(20 teachers) and an English pro-
ficiency course known as “Pro-
ject Outreach” gets R2 350.

—_ -



Pupil

PAT DEVEREAUX

THERE is nothing unusual-
about youngsters crammed into
desks seribbling eagerly in their
notebooks in a crowded a Ma-
melodi High School classroom.
What is unusual is that their:

-[!teacher is only 15 years old.

Joyee Mohlala has taken on the task
of teaching her peers history at one of
prifc} beersuspendedshy:
upils,

“These are the ones who want to
tearn,” whispered Congress of South
African Students member, Israel Male-
fo, a Std 8 pupll, who took the Saturday
Star on a tour of the Pretoria town-
ship's § Kekana Secondary School this

week,

This was the scenarlo at just one of

\the estimated 35 Mamelodi, Pretoria,
'schools where, more than two weeks
: ago, pupils “expelled” principals. The
'move has affected the schooling of
 thousands of pupils In the area.
h  Yesterday Department of Educa-
\tional Training spokesman for' the
| area, Mr J G Makawakwa, claimed the
:p\lpll!' action to oust principals at 35 of
| the 48 schools had been influenced by
the Jocal branch of the South Afri-
can Democratic Teachers Union.

He sald the reason that only schools
in the Pretoria township area had been
;dlsrupteﬂ was because they were do-
:minated by ANC-affiliated organisa-
tions.

Not influenced

However, pupils, teachers and prin-
cipals at a number of schools visited
by the Saturday Star this week denied
that SADTU or the ANC had influenced
the declsion.

They sald principals had been “sus-
pended for a period” explaining that
this was an attempt to pressure them
into approaching the DET with a com-
piled list of problems at the township
schools, .

At each school visited this week,

hundreds of rowdy puplls strolled
about the corridors smoking, waving
St Valentine’s Day flowers and joking
with each other. Pupils moved in and
out of classrooms as they pleased
throughout the day.
b School principals, suspended by
pupils since January 28, and teachers
were noticeably absent. Mr J Khumalo,
the J Kekana Secondary School’s guid-
ance and Afrikaans teacher was one of
the few who soldiered on.

“The school Is operating under diffi-
cult circumstances. Unruly pupils
hover around. There are too few teach-
ers and those who are here find it diffi-
cult to disclpline pupils. Rigorous disci-"
pline means one could become a tar-
get,” satd Mr Khumalo.

He added that last year he and sev-
eral other teachers had been suspended
for about five weeks after the pupils
had “targeted” them.

At this particular school there are
2000 pupils and 44 on the staff. In
one classroom there are 85 pupils to
a single teacher.

An apologetic sign at the entrance to
the principal’s office at the Izitkhulu
High School said: “Sorry no admissions
classes full to capacity.”

Recent press rumours that a 17-
year-old headmaster was controlling
the Japhata Mahlangu Secondary
Sehool were dismissed by pupils who
sald this was obviously a pupil joke,

They claimed deputy principals
were running the schools In place of
the headmasters and schooling was “as

-ru
school

ot WA

soldier on

14

the 35 Mame]odi high schools where
Fa'l'!'ﬂgv? £ He

YOUTH AT HELM: Joyce Mohlala (15)
gives her peers a history lesson.

Grievances
to be put to
the DET

normal as It could be”.

Cosas members listed their griev-
ances for the Saturday Star: “A short-
age of textbooks, too few teachers, a
lack of furniture and laboratory equip-
ment and overcrowding.”

“We have kept to our side of the bar-
gain. We are committed to the ‘Back to
School’ eampaign. We are attending
school, the teachers are attending
school yet there is no normal school-
ing," said Frederick Boya, a matricu-
1ant who failed last year.

The group of Cosas members denied
the slogan “pass one pass all” was
prevalent in any of the 48 Mamelodi

‘township schools. But satd no prinei-

pals would.be allowed to return to
school until they had submutted a re-
port on school conditions to the DET.

Meanwhile, the ousted principals of
the 48 Mamelodi schools have been
meeting each day to compile statistics
on teacher, pupil ratios, book shortages
and overcrowding. They intend to pres-
ent this information to the DET.

Told to leave

Chairman of the principals’ council,
Mr MD Thokoane satd: “We were told
to leave the schools by the pupils, None
of us was assaulted or intimidated but
they were very assertive. They do not
want us back until we can tell them
when thelr needs will be met.

“Without us the schools are chaotie.
Puplls roam the streets. Leave school
early. Teachers cannot discipline the
children.”

Members of the Mamelodi Educa-
tion Crisis Committee, Mr Mike Se-
loane and Mr N Malefo also met the
Saturday Star and said: “The griev-
ances of the pupils are legitimate and
although we do not agree that head-
‘masters should not be at their schools,
schooling in the township is as normal
as we in a community can make it.
The DET should now Elay its role of
providing equipment, books, teachers
and factlittes.”

v T

I




~gemer

vt T BE AN s R et o2

3 lecturers at Mamok- .|
3 galake Chuene . Col-7' . \
4 lege of  Education; 1 black staffers use separa
i Groblersdaal, . have: + tailets and staff. rooms,

;2. occupied new adminis - spokesman for::th

¢ tration .-offices . and + TS soid. 30

% turned *them *into-*# ' The 20 menand

Iz sleeping quarters.  “*women have no beds and” " the. staffers that there was
't . The occupation of the' - are sleeping on the floor, 7.z no - money - to_build 2

£ offices is also to protest ~ * using sponges. for mat

7 against racism in the col-

tresses, iThis infuriated the
“lege where white and They said black: staf-

_iblack staffers who then
1 moved into thé new dou-
Jble storey administration
block on January 31.

7., -A. spokesman said
the 'Lebowa Minister of
-Education, -Mr § . Led-




‘Expelled’

are chased

principals
away again

THE 31 Mamelodi high school principals
who were *‘expelled’” by pupils about
three weeks ago, were again threatened
and chased away when they reported for
classes on Monday,

A spokesman for the Department of
Education and Training yesterday said
the principals were warned by pupils
not to return to their schools until certain
demands had been met by the DET.

- T!lese include the reinstatement of

a4 h

, the i supply
of furniture and textbooks, employment
of the teach ion of schools and

the i iate, provision of extra class-
mm% il 2|21}

The 31 principals reported for classes
on Monday following negotiations with
local branches of the ANC, PAC, Cosas
and the South African Democratic
Teactters’ Union (Sadtu) last Thursday.

[ By MONKNKOMO |

tertddy, said issues highlighted at Thurs-
‘day’s meeting revealed that the princi-
pals were chased away by members of
Cosas, some of whom ,were noteven
pupils. S Z D.

**The principals said there Was no or-
der in schools as both teachers and stu-
dents did as they pleased.” ’

It was also clear that the local branch
of Sadtu, which viewed the action as a
tactical mistake, endorsed the action, the
PAC said.

DET’s Regional Chief Director, Mr
Job Schoeman, yesterday refuted claims
that teachers in Mamelodi were dis-
missed.

““This issue involves one teacher who
was temporarily appointed only until
.June last year. He was not reappointed,”

The PAC, ina leased yes-

said.
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‘talk to the DET and

! schoo{s on Monday.

i e e
THE Mamelodi Educa-
tion Forum has rejected as
““absolute nonsense’’ al- |
legations that 35 princi- |
pals i the township were
agairrxj threatened and
driveri away from their

This follows reports
that the principals
returned to their schools
this week - after having |
been driven away by |
pupils early this month,

Pupils have been. run-

ning the schools since
then. DS AT
MEF asSfstant .secre-

tary Mr Aubrey Khum-
bane said it was not true
that principals had been
chased away again.

““The pupils tried to

teachers about conditions
in schools and when no
positive response was
forthcoming they decided
to tell the principals. to
talk to Pretoria,” said |
Khumbane. . i

The 31 principals,

¢ teachers and parentsg

would meet the DET.



Schools

| By MONK NKOMO B

THINGS are not what they used to be at
Pretoria’s black high schools.

Pupils openly abuse alcohol, smoke cigarettes
and gamble inside the school premises. Lack of
proper control and discipline is rife at almost all
the high schools in Mamelodi, Atteridgeville and
Soshanguve.

Despite the disastrous matric results in black
education last year, there are disturbing reports
that there is still no effective education taking
place at almost all the high schools in Pretoria’s
black townships.

The crisis has been worsened by the expulsion
of 35 principals in Mamelodi by pupils on Febru-
ary 5. The culprits are alleged to be members of
the Congress of South African Students (Cosas).

The Mamelodi branch of the PAC, which has
been organising meetings to resolve the problem,
yesterday revealed that some of the people in-
volved in the chasing away of principals were not
pupils. It said they therefore did not qualify for
Cosas membership.

Threatened

The 35 principals have been threatened and
told not to return to their posts until certain
demands were met by the Department of Educa-
tion and Training.

The demands include the erection of extra
classrooms, the provision of textbooks and the
reinstatement of teachers.

A group of pupils at the Flavius Mareka High
School in Atteridgeville damaged the school’s
furniture and windows on January 8 after the
principal had refused to meet their ‘‘pass one,
pass all”’ demand.

The Central Secondary School in Soshanguve

was closed down by the DET on February 4, fol-
lowing widespread vandalism. Damage caused to
buildings, furniture and equipment was estimated
at R1,4 million.

The school was officially re-opened last Fri-
day after negotiations between DET officials and
parents.

Disruption of classes and lack of control and
discipline has led to accusations and counter-
accusations between DET on the one hand and
the teachers’ unions, education committees,
parents and political organisations, on the other.

A Mamelodi political activist, who asked not
to be named for fear of reprisals, blamed certain
teachers for the disruption of classes.

““We have established that teachers who had
personal differences with their principals use
pupils to get rid of these principals,”’he said.

““There is no law and order at almost all the
high schools in Mamelodi. I have been told

Soedan  2il2{ql -

teachers are afraid to act a m:.& them,”’ the ac-
tivist said.
DET’s regional chief director, Mr Job

Schoeman, confirmed there was lack of discipline
at Pretoria’s high schools. He said no effective
education had taken place since the school term
started.

The South African Democratic Teachers®
Union (Sadtu), blamed the DET for the situation
and accused Schoeman of being ‘‘insensitive’”
towards the needs of black students.

The union cited the lack of schools, textbooks,
furniture and shortage of teachers as reasons for
the abnormality at schools.

The Mamelodi Education Forum, which com-
prises representaives of the ANC, PAC, Azapo,
Sadtu, PASO and Cosas, said in a statement
released yesterday that they were trying to
normalise schooling in Mamelodi.

Conference

Recent meetings, they added, had revealed
that ‘‘tension between principals pupils and
teachers is rife.””

A conference is scheduled to be held on
March 16 to draft a code of conduct and to ad-
dress the improvement of relations at schools.

Despite 1991 being declared the year of effec-
tive teaching and leamning, most pupils arrive at
schools and leave the premises as they please, a
DET spokesman said.

Mr Ezrom Mabuza, a parent from At-
teridgevilie, blamed ‘‘the evils of apartheid

which brought about structures such as the’

DET.”

“We also understand our children’s
grievances. We support their demands for a better
education bui we condemn the dismissal of our
principals by children.

““Schools must be respected and discipline

of scandal =

maintained. Our children must go to school while
their grievances are being atiended to. What kind
of society are we going to have in a new South
Africa if they do not go to school?’’Mabuza said.

Mr Sipho Maseko, publicity secretary of the
Azanian Students Congress, condemned the unru-
ly behaviour of pupils as well as the ‘‘pass one,
pass ail’’ concept.

““The lack of discipline and disregard for
authority should be uprooted in its totality. It is
the work of those who have always believed in
creating a crisis simply to fly their ideological
flag,”” Maseko said.

Apartheid

The Mamelodi Education Forum yesterday
called on all teachers, parents, students and in-
spectors to help in resolving what they described

s ““chronic problems int education.”’

““We shift all the blame on DET because the
pupils’ grievances are not new. DET has failed to
co-ordinate black education. It must close shop
and give way for a singie non-racial, non-sexist
education department,”’ the MEF said.

It was unfortunate, the MEF added, that the
crisis in education, which had been created by the
apartheid regime, threatened the unity of the op-
pressed.

The regional secretary of the Azanian Peoples
Organisation (Azapo), Mr Dibetso Taukobong,
said dedicated teachers were in unenviable posi-
tions because of aggression from their pupils.

““It is not only the DET that must be blamed
for the disruption of classes at our schools.
Pupils must also be condemned for chasing away
principals and choosing who should teach them.
Certain pupils and teachers have been pro-
grammed to be disruptive. They must first be de-
programmed before normality can prevail at
school,”” Taukobong said.



Towards a b

etter education

... the chairman of Argus Newspapers Ltd,

Larry Robertson, while some of the teachers doing matric at the college look on.

By Phil Molefe

The Argus Education Trust yes-
terday donated a whopping
R60 0060 to Promat College to
assist “under-qualified” black
teachers upgrade their qualifi-
cations.

The chairman of Argus News-
papers Ltd, Doug Band, made
the presentation to the execu-
tive director of Promat, Larry
Robertson, at the college’s new

Argus gives

complex near Cullinan, Pre-
toria.

Promat, which opened its
doors in 1983 in Mamelodi, is
aimed essentially at assisting
black teachers obtain matric
and further upgrade their quali-
fications.

Addressing some of the teach-

R60 000

SN

‘,v\v/v/n//
ers, Mr Band said the Argus
Group was privileged to make
this donation to Promat (which
stands for Project Matric) and
hoped this wouid help to devel-
op the standard of education in
South Africa.

“We encourage all of you and
wish you a great deal of suc-

to Promat College

Doug Band, presents a R60 000 cheque to the executive director of Promat,

,l/
cess,” he said. W u,w

The chairman of Promat’s
board of trustees and renowned
human rights lawyer, Professor
Edwin Cameron, said that with-
out the help of the private sec-
tor, the problems of education,
housing and poverty would not
be solved.

Picture: Herbert Mabuza

“We know that The Star is in-
volved in a number of progress-
ive community projects and
that it is committed to applying
part of its profits back into the
community through education
pages, TEACH and the Educa-
tion Fund,” he said.

“Promat is delighted to be
part of this project and we are
immensely grateful to be the
mﬂ.mn recipient of a donation

und.”




SA's first non-racial

@

teachers training -,

oliege forges a

outh Africa’s first non-racial college of education is already functioning in a
remote area east of Pretoria. Promat College is the name of the institution, and
this is where 130 carefully selected students are receiving teaching lessons pro-
vided by 15 teachers chosen from more than 300 applicants. The college has been
described by ANC deputy president Nelson Mandela as “a worthwhile cause”.

Promat has adopted an international cur-
riculum  supervised by the University of the
Witwatersrand. Students will take four years
1o graduate, unlike those in the Department
of Education and Training (DET) schools,
where the qualifying period is three years.
‘The training emphasis at Promat is on math-
ematics, science and English.

Example

Educationists consider the college 10 be an
example of what the country requires to uplift
the standards of education.

Teachers trained here will qualify to teach
at any school anywhere in the world.

However, Promat College’s executive direc-
tor Lerry Robertson complained that the col-
lege can only accommodate a few students.
Thousands of applications had been turned
down. The college aims to admit an average
of 140 new students per year.

Robertson, a retired school headmaster and
the founder of the project, said the growth and
success of the college would depend on fund-
ing from donors. Promat is a registered non-
profit organisation and accepts no funding
from the state.

It is funded by the private sector and by
overseas donors, Students pay one-third of
the cost of their education. There are no bur-
saries for the students as yet.

The future of Promat seems promising since
the required aid is coming in,

Last week the college received a R2,5-mil-
lion donation from the British government,
The British Overseas Development Minister,
Lynda Chalker, who visited the country last
week, made the announcement. This was in
addition to several other donations from
Britain. :

In recognition of these donations a square in
the new campus will be named after the
British ambassador to South Africa, Sir Robin
Renwick.

During the first half of this year Promat is
sending a team to the United States and
Europe to raise funds for the project.

ANC deputy president Nelson Mandela has
endorsed Promat’s fund raising campaign,
urging prospective donors to “donate gener-
ously to this worthwhile cause”.

Opening

Mandela is expected to be among the guests
at the official opening of the college of edu-
cation which is scheduled for May 11.

Promat College also runs five schools offer-
ing matric studies only. Students with a min-
imum of standard eight are eligible to register
at these schools.

They spend a year doing standards nine and
10. Last year's pass rate was above 80 per-
cent, while at DET’s schools it was below 40
percent.

The headmaster of Promat is a Lesotho
national, Dr Thekiso Khati.

V

DR THEKISO KHAT!, the first
Rector of Promat College.




Not enough jobs for

MORE than half the 8200
Unisa undergraduates reg-
istered at the university’s
Pietersburg regional cam-
pus are student teachers,
many of whorn will
jobs in the area, 5

tative Phil Pretorius says
most of the student teach-
ers have already obtained
their teaching diplomas
and are reading for BA de-
grees.

“We have about 4100

graduate teachers, but
there not enough jobs for
them in the area as there
are not enough schools,” he
says.

About 99% of the region’s
Unisa students are black
English speakers, 70% of
whom are registered for
arts degrees, while the re-
mainder are completing
marketing diplomas or
reading for B Juris, B Proc
or LLB degrees.

Pretorius says the most
popular subjects are educa-
tion, North Sotho and bibli-

el

24
teachers
cal studiesd ":‘z‘ o4 !‘1'
Pietersburg boasts seven
primary and six secondary
schools, including Capri-
¢orn High School, the only
English mediam school
north of Pretoria under the
Transvaal Education De:
partment. o
Technical

The town also has a tech-
nical college, an- arts and
music centre and training
institutions for the mental-
ly and physically handi.
capped. ot

3




Teachers charged ov
Alberton DET sit-in 2/

By SANDILE MEMELA L\O%?,W

TROUBLE is brewing in more than 50
schools on the East Rand following the
arrest and charging of 140 teachers who
staged a sit-in at the Alberton offices of
the Department of Education and
Training.

The sit-in was sparked by dissatisfac-
tion over administration of Monde Low-
er Primary school in Katlehong.

The South African Democratic
Teachers’ Utiion (Sadtu) said teachers
in the area would: stage sit-ins until the
principal had been expelled.

The arrested teachers were charged

35

with trespassing and with disturbing the
peace.

All the teachers were released after
spending a night in police cells.

Sadtu Katlehong/Vosloorus branch
general secretary Thabiso Matiya told
City Press the sit-in was staged after a
breakdown in negotiations with the
DET to resolve problems at Monde.

“The arrest and assault of some of
our, members has worsened the situation
and we f fear this will deepen thé educa- |
tion crisis'in the area,” said. Mahya

Hundreds of teachers boycotted
classes‘in 58 schools in Katlehong and
Vosloorus on Friday in solidarity with

their colleagues who had

been arrested.

; Matxya said teachers
were unthappy and bitter
over the:treatment meted
out,fo;them.

He said 11 Sadtu mem-
bers at Monde primary
had been expelled.

Teachers at the school
had been forced: to sell
soup during school hours,
pupils had to pay-4@c for
soup every dayiand a
monthly R6 “tax levy”
was imposed on teathers,
Matiya said.

There was an unfair
distribution of the work-
load, teachers who ex-
posed malpractices at the
school were victimised
and attempts to" form
democratically elected
parent-teacherstudent
assosiatioris had Begr sti-
fled, he-sdid.

A



Sadtu warns Minister.s

THE South African Dem-
. ocratic  Teachers Union
* has warned that failure by
" education authorities to
officially recognise the
union could compel it to
seriously consider nation-
al and international ac-
tion.
Mr Shepherd Mdlad-
[ana, Sadtu’s president,
said a delegation from his

By NKOPANE
MAKOBANE

union met with the new
Minister of National Edu-
cation, Mr Louis Pienaar,
last week to discuss the

Sadtu  application  for
recognition.
He said the Sadtu

delegation walked out of
the meeting in protest

when the Minister refused
to take seriously the ques-

“tion of recognition.

““Sadtu is most dis-
appointed at the lack of
progress in this matter.

*“It is clear that there
is an unwillingness from
the Minister to move
away from the -apartheid
base.

*“This is in spite of the

SM‘H
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stated commnmem by De
Klerk to dismantle apart-
heid.

“The kind of
bureaucratic arrogance we
encountered during the
interview would compel
the union to seriously
consider national and in-
ternational action.

“Our demand is ex-
acerbated by the fact that
the union is recognised by
the international teacher
organisations while not
being accorded similar
status in its own country.

““We have decided to
report back to our con-
stituency and take
whatever action we deem
necessary in the circum-
stances,”” he said.



Parents and teachers
clash,over headmoaster

Lack of communication between educa-
tional structures involving parents, teach-
ers and students has led to clashes among
the three in several areas.

Tempers are at boiling point between par-
ents and teachers in Katlehong after the latter
were accused of disrupting classes.

Hundreds of teachers in the township staged
sit-ins which disrupted classes by demanding
the expulsion of Monde Lower Primary
School principal, who they accused of mis-
appropriation of school funds,

However, parents have come to the defence
of the headmaster. They insist that they want
to retain the headmaster because she got their
approval to collect fees from the pupils.

The matter has since reached the police who
were called to the scene, It is believed that
they played a major role in averting a physi-
cal confrontation between ents and the
teachers. 32

Behavior -

A spokesperson for the Monde schootifiter-
im committee, representing parents, told
PUPILS FORUM that they were angered by
the teachers’ behaviour which resulted in the
locking of school gates without proper con-
sultation.

Another area of friction revolves around the
setting up of a soup kitchen which has been
condernned by the teachers and on the other
hand approved by the parents.

. The spokesperson accused thé teachers of
acting without proper consultation between
the parties invoived,

“We accept that their union is autonomous,
but they should consult with us, Tt is our chil-
dren’s future which is at risk,” he said, “As it
is, we are happy with the services of the prin-
cipal.”

It a similar development, four kaNgwane
department of education motor vehicles were
set alight by students at kaBokweni township
near Nelspruit, two weeks ago.

The local branch of the Congress of SA stu-
dents distanced itself from the action and said

the student representative counc?l’s of two
high schools in the township, Vulindlela and
Khutalani, were involved.

Unhappy

Joe Makhubedu, an official of the Nation-
al Education Co-ordinating Committee
(NECC) in the Eastern Transvaal, in con-
demning the incident, said: “We were told the
students were unhappy with the department’s
failure to meet their demands, but we do not
see their action as being the right way to soive
the problem.”

NECC national information officer Mel
Holland said his organisation’s position was
that no sector should take unilateral decisions
that might affect other parties.

On the Katlehong teachers” issue, she said
they should have at least consulted with the
parents. This is in view of the fact that pri-
mary schoolpupils could not be expected to
make an input in matters of this nature.
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MORE THAN 8 000 tea-
chers in Venda are to con-

verge on the capital Tho- |!

hoyandou on Tuesday to
protest against alleged
government incompetence
that has left most without
salaries for three months
in a row.

At the centre of the
squabble is a new compu-
ter system, the Q-PACK,
which is being used by the
department of Finance to

. handle teachers’ salaries.

Since its introduction
in November, teacher sa-
laries have either been
drastically reduced or in-
flated. Some teachers
“received” over half a
million rand in December

, while others went home

with as litéle as R30.
Local branch chairman
of the South African De-
mocratic Teachers Union
(Sadtu), Happy Ramak-
hanya, yesterday said the
organisation was “sick
and tired of grossly in-
competent and inefficient
officials who seem to have
targetted teachers for a
harassment campaign”.
The chairman of the
Sibasa branch of the
Black Educationists Con-
vention (Becon), Enos Ne-

| phawe, said his organisa-

tion supported the call for
action, Cffrr 3319/
Ramakhanya said tea-
chers would march to the
education department in
Sibasa and the Finance
department at Thohoyan-
dou, and also hand a me-~
morandum to military le-
ader Brigadier Gabriel
Ramushwana.

“Some of the teachers
have been summonsed by
companies where they
have instalments to pay.
One ‘spent a night in pri-
son because since Novem-
ber his salary has been
almost halved and he can-
not meet his financial
obligations,” Ramak-
hanya said.

He said department of-
ficials had been promising
an-improvement of the si-
tuation since November.
“Instead, the situation is
getting worse everyday
and if they do not address
this matter immediately,
schooling and teaching
may grind to a halt.”

Department of Educa-
tion Director-General,
AK Madzaga could not
be’ reached for comment
yesterday, but reliable
sources said the govern-
ment had flown officials
to Pretoria on Friday to
print cheques there.
Pofitical comment and newsbills
by K Sibiys, headlines and sub-

editing by K Coetzee, both of 2
Hefb Street, Johaunesburg,




Suspensions halt schoolwork
BY Lutama LuTi®!F 7

VUMABESALA Senior
Secondary  School at
Gemsbokspruit in KwaN-
debele ground to a halt
this week following the
suspension of 11 teachers
and a clerk pending the
outcome of an inquiry.
Their suspension fol-
lows an alleged defiance
campaign in which they

demanded the resignation
of their principal. They
are also allegedly refusing

to serve unt;i%' \
L eef323)
“the 11 ted are de-

‘manding; through 2 law-
yer, immediate reinstate-
ment by the homeland’s
Department of Education
and Culture. They have
denied any misconduct.
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A NEW form of lawlessness has hit PWV
schools — principals and teachers are beipg
frog-marched out of school premises.

Their own pupils are doing this to them,
sparking off new fears of a disastrous matric
pass rate at the end of the year.

At the Japhta Mahlangu Secondary
School in Mamelodi a 17-year-old boy las

ter.

DET officials said recently Mamelodi was
having “serious problems” after the expul-
sion of more than 30 school principals.

The principals and teachers were again
threatened and chased away when they
reported for classes on Monday.

However, the Mamelodi Education Fo-
-rum denied the principals were ‘*‘chased
away”, saying pupils had only *“told” them
to go talk to the DET about conditions in the
schools. R

The DET maintains the principals were
warned by pupils not to return to their
schools.

In Soweto schools a ‘silent. revolution”
is taking place, according :to 2 spokesman

By LEN KALANE and ELIAS MALULEKK 325

allegedly installed himself as the headmas- .

Another DISASTROUS school year?

ClPrmn 34219
from the DET’s Johannesburg regional of-
fice, Simon Mashoka.

“It looks normal from the surface, with
students physically going to school. But once
in the classroom, no effective teaching takes
place,” Mashoka said. .

He added the DET’s task of monitoring
schools was made difficult by the fact that

inspectors were being barred by pupils from-

entering school premises.

Although the DET was unable to supply
City Press with exact figures, it estimated
36 percent of the schools in the PWV area
were involved in “some sort of disruption”.

A spokesman for the DET’s Highveld
region, which includes Tembisa and KwaTh-
ema on the East Rand, said pupils were
demanding textbooks, additional  class-
rooms, employment of more teachers and
the reinstatement of teachers sacked last
vedr.

The slogan “Pass one, pass al also
thought to be contributing to the instability
at schools, he added. .

The crisis has also spread to the home-
lands: )

M “Radical” students at Mahweleteng in
Lebowa, near Potgietersrus, chased teachers

and principals from their schools last week.

Teachers in Lebowa told City Press that
teachers’ training colleges and high schools
had been experiencing boycotts and riots
since the beginning of the year.

B A spokesperson for the Letaba Circuit in
Gazankulu said Tzaneen’s Nkowankowa
township and other areas have been affected
by a disruption of classes, in some cases even
involving primary school pupils.

“They are demanding to be pasged to
higher classes after last year’s high failure
rate, because most of them did not write
exams,” she said.

M LULAMA LUTI reports that schooling
at Vumabesala Senior Secondary School at
Gemsbokspruit in KwaNdebele ground to a
halt this week following the suspension of 11
teachers and a clerk.

Their suspension follows an alleged defi-
ance campaign in which they demanded the
resignation of the principal.

Education and Culture Minister Elias
Masango confirmed the teachers had been
suspended, pending the outcome of an inves-
tigation.

M See Page 4.
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TeachersO
march for;

salarlesw

TSCHOOLING

throughout Venda is
set to come to a halt
tomorrow when over
8 000 teachers will
march to  .the
homeland’s  depart- -
ment of finance inn
Thohoyandou in
protest against non-
payment of salaries.
All teachers in the
homeland have not been
paid for February, due to
a computer problem, ac-
cording to the South Afri-
can Democratic Teachers’
Union (Sadtu). '
The problem started in
November last year when
the Venda’s finance de-

partment started using the
Q-pack  system  for
teachers salaries.

Since then teachers
have either been ex-
cessively overpaid - with
one receiving over half a
million rand in December
- or grossly underpaid,

some as little as R30.

Protest
Sadtu  representative,
Mr Happy Ramakhanya
said the organisation they
will hand over protest let-
ters 1o senior government

officials.

A memorandum call-
ing for the dismissal of al-
leged “‘inefficient and in-

COMPUTER COURSES
1990 PRICES‘

competent” officials in
the computer section, is to
be handed to the military
leader, Brigadier Gabriet
Ramushwana, ‘Ramak-
hanya said.

The marc.h starts at the
stadium of the University
of Venda at 9.30 in the
moming, :

The call for action has

-been supported by the

Black Educationists Con-
veation (Becon).

All attempts to contact
the Director General for
education, Mr A K Mad-
zaga, at the weekend
proved fruitless.

But it was’ reliably
learnt that computer sec-
tion officials were flown
1o Pretoria on Friday with
a data to print cheques
there. -
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the SA Communist Party in support of the
idcology of communism in South Africa?

1The DEPUTY MINISTER: Mr Speaker, [
have replied to the guestion, and the question
was whether the SA Police are at present inves-
tigating such charge or case. The reply is no, a
charge has not been laid, and if a charge is laid, it
will be investigated in the same maaner as any
other charge. If the hon member therefore
wishes to lay a charge, he can lay a charge. Tt will
be handed over to the relevant attorney-general
who must decide on it.

tAdv J J S PRINSLOO: Mr Speaker, further
arising from the reply of the hon the Deputy
Minister is he therefore saying that unless a
member of the public lays a charge with the SA
Police about an offence committed quite openly
before the eyes of the SA Police, the SA Police
will not investigate such offence?

tThe DEPUTY MINISTER: Mr Speaker, if the
hon member wants a reply to this question, I am
saying to him that it is not the intention of the SA
Police to lay a charge so that a contravention of
the prohibition on promoting communism can be
investigated. If he wishes to lay such a charge, he
can do so and it will be investigated.

tAdv J J S PRINSLOO: Mr Speaker, further
arising from the hon the Deputy Minister’s reply,
can he give us an indication of the extent to
which this attitude of the Ministry of Law and
Order rclates to the undertaking by the SA
Government, in the Pretoria Minute, paragraph
7(a), where the Governmenat give the following
undertaking to the ANC:

The Government shall give immediate consid-
eration to the repeal of all provisions of the
Internal Security Act which refer to commu-
nism or the promoting thereof.

1tThe DEPUTY MINISTER: Mr Speaker, with
due respect, I do not think the hon member is
conversant with the Government’s standpoint on
this matter, because as early as 6 March last year
the hon the Minister of Justice gave an explana-
tion in this House of the Government’s stand-
point on this matter, and that standpoint still
stands.

tMrJ H VAN DER MERWE: Well, you give an
explanation now.

1The DEPUTY MINISTER: Mr Speaker, the
hon member for Overvaal says I must give the

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

explanation now, but he need only look | Mercury in tooth fillings “
Hansard, Questions and Replies of 6 Mar 1S asked the Minister of National
1990, col 301. He will get the reply :_Qom«r“h,_\”wzhm_ rrmh”i )2/

[Enterjections. ] y .
.. (1) Whether she has received any requests

1Adv S C JACOBS: Mr Speaker, further arising from individuals and/or organisations to

from the reply of the hon the Deputy Minister, i ban the use of mercury.in tooth fitlings; if

it the hon the Deputy Minister’s standpoint, witt so. from whom; @

reference specifically to the oath which he took ' ) is investigatin.

in this respect as Deputy Minister, namely t¢ (2) whether m—n.n.Umnn_A:.un:". 15 :.Na mn cmm
H con the possibility of banning the us

honour the law of the Republic of South Africa in tooth fillings; if S0, Why;

and to see to it that it is honoured, that where an mereury in tof ’ ’ ’ b

offence is commited prima facie before his eyes; (3) whether she will make a statement on the

he will not in consequence of that oath lay g matter?

charge with the SA Police or instruct that such B303E
offence be investigated? m._-w MINISTER OF NATIONAL HEALTH:
TThe DEPUTY MINISTER: Mr Speaker, if it is (1) No;

the standpoint of the hon member regularly ] ’

teport offences which are committed in his (2) no;

presence to the SA Police, I want to suggest that (3) no.

he join the Neighbourhood Watch System vn.m e

cause we need people like that there. If the ho new h P

member is of the opinion that I am breaking thelg n1r M J ELLIS asked the Ministr of National
oath that I took, he has free access to the hon the :mw:? a o o e

State President to convey it to him. [Interjec-
tions.]

Mr H D K VAN DER MERWE: Mr Speaker.
further arising from the reply of the hon th i
Deputy Minister, can I then infer from the hon
the Deputy Minister’s reply that he is no longer
anti-communist? {Interjections.]

The DEPUTY MINISTER: Mr Speaker, my
standpoint on communism is that it must be
fought. The standpoint of the Government is
that it is now no longer necessary to fight it by
means of legal and punitive measures, but that
we can fight them from platform to platform. I
invite hon members of the CP to fight against
communism with us, and to stop fighting against
fellow Afrikaners. [Interjections.]

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Hon mem-
bers of the opposition parties sometimes com-
plain that there is too little time available for
putting questions, but if the hon members of the

teaching hospital of the Medical Univer-
sity of Southern Africa have been com-
pleted; if so, (a) when and (b) at what
costi  Wameavd <13} ‘
(2) whether it is the intention to proceed 2,:—.
the construction of the new -nwn:,:_w
hospital; if so, when will construction
start; if not, why not?
B3C4E

#The MINISTER OF NATIONAL HEALTH:
(1) Yes, (a) June 1988 and (b) R6 396 0505

(2) yes, phase one of the Central and Onco-
therapy blocks to the amount of
RS53 715 450 is ready to go out on tender.
The Cabinet has decided that the Em:.
ning phase of Ga-Rankuwa Teaching
Hospital can be completed. When funds
become available tenders can be .wann
for. In the present economic climate,

(1) Whether the additional Swn:m:m posts
referred to in his reply to O:mm:c-._ No _.m
on 12 February 1991 have been filled; if
not, why not; if so, at which schools;

(2) whether further posts, over and above
those mentioned in  his RE«. on
12 February 1991, are to be created in the
Cape Peninsula this year; if not, why not,
if s0, (a) how many and (b) when?
Henseed $73141 B312E
The MINISTER OF EDUWCATION AND
TRAINING: 3 PW
(1) Yes.

i 1 Number
Primary Schools i
Ebulumkweni NM
Imbasa >
Bonge a
Andile :
Umngophiso 2

48

Secondary Schools Number of
posts

Luhlaza M
Mvuzemvuze 3
Masiyile !
Lagunya H
Kaya Mandi ;
Langa 1
19

Note:

(a) Applicants have already been inter-

viewed and the appointments are

being finalised.

Since 12 February 1991 two addi-

tional posts have been created at

Masiyile, which brings the total num-

ber of posts at secondary schools to

21.

(2) No. Notin the 1990/91 financial year. The
possible creation of additional posts dur-
ing the 1991/92 financial year .i-: U,o
considered once the Minister of Finance’s
budget suggestions are known.

(b

=

opposition waste the available time themselves,
they must not complain if all the questions
cannot be replied to.

funds are not available.

Additional teaching posts
*6. Mr J van Eck—Law and Order.t [Questions the Minister of
standing over.]

*9. Mr K M ANDREW as -
23

53R

Education and Training:

Hemsont

ﬁ ‘Death of Mr W Ndadla: appeal against sentence
*10. Mr L FUCHS asked the Minister of Justice:
(1) Whether the State intends appealing

against the sentence handed down by the

( W e sa s 3110

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY




Another 113 trainee
teachers to attend
Khayelitsha college

By EDWARD MOLOINYANE, Staff Reporter

AN additional 113 first-year students will be ad-
mitted at the Good Hope College of Education in
Khayelitsha after an agreement between Educa-
tion and Development Aid Minister Dr Stoffel van
der Merwe and educationists.

National chairman of the National Education
Crisis Committee (NECC) Mr Monde Tulwana said
agreement was reached at a meeting on Saturday.

The NECC, the South African Democratic
Teachers Union and the Western Cape Civic Asso-
ciation attended the meeting.

Describing the outcome as a “breakthrough” Mr
Tulwana said the students would be accommodat-
ed in “existing classrooms”.

OVERSTAFFED

“We also found that the college was overstaffed
so there obviously would be no problem about lec-
turers. Contrary to reports, a huilding for the col-
lege has not been provided and there are no imme-
diate plans for this. The college is squatting in a
primary school building.

“So the problem, as in other areas of education,
is igdoing to be with us for a long time to come,” he
said.

Coliege rector Mr Willie Scholtz declined to
comment on the meeting yesterday, saying it had

. been agreed that Dr Van der Merwe would make a
statement on behalf of ali the parties.

The complement for the college, which offers
primary and junior primary teachers’ diplomas, is
634 but there are 670 students of whom 210 are
first-years.

More than 500 have applied for the first year at
the college.

@ Meanwhile efforts to transport primary school
pupils to empty schools in Athlone has run into dif-
ficujties.

The idea was conceived by a concerned Athlone
teacher who said there were many empty schools
which could be used to alleviate overcrowding at
black schools.

About a month ago, Mr Wilfred de Ville of New-
ton Primary said there were at least six empty
coloured schools and principals and parents were
willing to let black pupils use them.

He had made a deal with a transport company
to carry the pupils from the townships free of
charge.

Through The Argus he was introduced to educa-
tio{x organisations who undertook to consult par-
ents.

‘TGO COMPLEX’

But yesterday Mr Tulwana said the issue was
‘t‘tttvp complex” and would need a year-long consul-

ation.

“The idea is sound in principle but can practical-
ly not be implemented because it will need vernac-
ular teachers at those schools.

“The issue is complex and as much as we would'
like integrated education it won’t work out unless
the whole education set-up is addressed,” Mr Tul-
wana said.




TR, ST RO A R % -

By BARRY STREEK
Politicat Staff

BLACK education in the
Western Cape has received a
boost with the approval of an-
other 113 places for the train-
ing of black student teachers
at the Good Hope College of
Education in Khayelitsha.

The approval was granted at a
three-hour meeting on Saturday
afternoon between the govern-
ment, the National Education Co:
ordinating Committee (NECC)
and other educational bodies

The government was represent-
ed by the Minister of Education
and Training, Dr Stoffel van der
Merwe, the deputy director-
general of the department, Dr
Dirk Meiring, the principal of the
college, Mr WM C Scholtz, and
other officials.

The educational delegation,
which included representatives
of NECC, the-SA Democratic
Teachers’ Union (Sadtu) and four
members of the Good Hope Col-
lege SRC, was headed by NECC
chairman Mr Monde Tulwana.

- - Mr Tulwana called the negotia-

-tions a “breakthrough”.

Dr Van der Merwe yesterday
released abbreviated minutes of
the meeting which show that the
educational delegation request-
ed the admission of 207 first-year
students over and above the quo-
ta of 210. .

It stated that feelings were run-
ning high and that it would be
difficult to guarantee peace at
the college if no further students
were admitted.

It also said the Western Cape
was suffering from a severe short-

- money available and that the ad-

- would not be available.

age of opportunities for tertiary
study and that there was only one
teachers’ training college for
black people in the area.

In response, Dr Van der Merwe
said there was a finite sum of

ditional cost of each student at a
college was equivalent to the cost [f
of eight children at primary
school.

A diversion of funds to accom-
modate a further 207 students
would mean that money for about
1600 primary school pupils

e

A compromise total of 113 was |
reached with Dr Van der Merwe ||
laying down several conditions,
including that no further funds "
would be made available to the °
college and no additional posts '
would be created. £




EDUCATION

@ ™ 8\3\”\\

THE SCANDAL GOES ON

Apurtheid fives on in education and govern-
ment does not have the slightest idea how to
get rid of it. Not only that; various govern-
ment departments appear to disagree on
whether the future lies in “own affairs” or
unitary education. Amid the confusion the
bureaucrats are ploughing ahead with plans
far segregated education, based on budgets
drawn up years ago.

Just consider the mixed messages from
government in the last 10 days alone:
Finance Minister Barend du Plessis virtually
admits in parliament that Own Affairs
administration is doomed, saying govern-
ment has to look at the duplication of struc-
tures in health, welfare and education, with
expenditure in education an “indictment in
itself.”

Yet further down the line, this message to
save money is still interpreted in terms of
race. Just a few days later and after telling
parfiament that white schools who are ad-
mitting a limited number of black pupils
under the Mode} B option can employ teach-
ers of any race, news comes that white Edu-
cation and Culture Minister Piet Clase’s
department has ordered provincial authori-
ties to speed up teacher cutbacks.

In an emergency meeting, the Natal
Teachers’ Society is told by the provincial
education department that at least 2171
teachers — nearly half the white teachers in
Natal — will fose their jobs in the next three
years. Less than a year ago, teachers were
told by Natal Education Department execu-
tive director Arthur Olmesdahl that only
about 100 posts would be scrapped each year
as part of the rationalisation of white educa-
tion.

DP education spokesman Roger Burrows
pursues the matier in parliament and learns
that, nationally, an estimated 21 000 white
teaching posts are to go in the next three
years.

How any black teachers are going to get
through the doors of white schools, with so
many of their white colleagues being thrown
out of them, is difficult to imagine; it makes
Clase’s previous assurance meaningless.

On the other hand, and not before time,
some of the last bastions of pure white educa-
tion — the colleges of education — could be
opening to all soon,

Possibly in response to pressure for half-
empty white colleges to take in black student
teachers and go some way towards filling the
huge demands for qualified staff in black
education, Clase asked his six statutory advi-
sory bodies for recommendations on whether
colleges should determine their own admis-
sion policies and decide on what he calls
“rationalisation” of colleges of education.

On Monday, the Natal Education Council

"met and made its recommendation — they

definitely want college councils to decide on
who they can teach (which means admitting
black students), but with the proviso that
interim funding is provided for black stu-
dents.

Colleges of education presently fail under

the province, which basically means they will
only get enough money for the white stu-
dents they have. To bypass “own affairs”
funding, the Natal council wants the colleges
to be placed in the tertiary sector and get
funds directly from central government like
the universities and technikons, or receive
interim additional funding until there is one
education ministry.

The question of rationalisation is a matter
of perception. The Natal council sees it as
optimum use of existing staff and facilities,
not necessarily cut-backs, which once again
would mean opening doors to all student
teachers.

Clase’s department could not say this
week how many of the other advisory bodies
had submitted recommendations, but most
are expected to be in line with Natal, which
could well mean the end of whites-only
teacher training if the “own affairs” funding
problem can be worked out — which it
abviously can, if there is the political will to
do it.

Meanwhile, perhaps the State President
himself should insist on an end to the bun-
gling. So far, his government’s handling of
education has been a stain on his reformist
record, L

EXILES Fw~ si3\a\
NO YELLOW RIBBO

The first large batch of exiles gets back on
Thursday to a chaotic reception — and the
ANC has admitted that not all exiles or
political prisoners will be home by the April
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submitted for consideration, to the successor
to the NTC, the South African Roads Board.

Certain person appointed as attorney-general
*18. Mr A J LEON asked the Minister of Justice:
(1) Whether a certain person, whose name
has been furnished to the Minister’s De-
partment for the purpose of his reply, has
been appointed as an attorney-general;
if so, what are the relevant details;

2

whether this person’s appointment relates
to the Harms Commission of Inquiry; if
so, (a) what was the extent of his involve-
ment in the said Commission and (b) what
is the (i) nature, (ii) extent and (iii)
jurisdiction of the duties he has had to
perform since the termination of the
Harrgs Commission. of- iry?

2SRV NR
The MINISTER OF JUS :

(1) The person concerned has not been ap-
pointed, in terms of section 3(1) of the
Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act 51 of
1977), by the State President as an Attor-
ney-General for a specific area of jurisdic-
tion. He, however, holds the rank of an
Attorney-General with corresponding
salary. Officially he is assigned to the
personnel of the Attorney-General, Cape
Town. It may be added that it is possible
in terms of the Public Service Act, 1984
(Act 111 of 1984), and the Public Service
Staff Code to promote a person out of
adjustment on sufficient cause. In this
case he was prevented from filling the
vacancy of Attorney-General Kimberley
due to his service with the Harms Com-
mission of Inquiry.

(2) No. (a) and (b) fall away.

B462E

Margit Rye: seizure
*19. Mr R R HULLEY asked the

Defence: .fcswfd) —H_ws \

(1) Whether he ordered, authorized, and/or
was informed in advance of, the recent
seizure of a vessel named the Margit Rye
by members of the South African Navy or
any other members of the South African
Defence Force from its berth at Durban
docks; if so, (a)(i) why was the seizure
ordered and (ii) who carried it out and (b)

ster of

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

on what authority was the order given to
members of the Dgfence~Force to seize

this vessel;

(2) whether any discip Steps have been
taken arising from this matter; if not, why
not; if so, what steps;

(3) whether the Margit Rye has been the

subject of any recent legal procedures
involving the Defence Force; if so, what
procedures?

Hamsard 123(T) pacae
The MINISTER OF DEFENCE:

(1) Tbecame aware of the matter in a routine

manner. My authorization was not ex-
pected as the responsibility rests with the
SA Defence Force.
(a) and (b) The seizure was ordered by an
officer of the SA Defence Force who had
the necessary authority and who acted on
legal advice and in good faith.

(2) No, as above.

(3) Yes. Two civil actions were brought be-
fore the Natal Provincial Division of the
Supreme Court of South Africa. 1 am
prepared to supply further information
about this matter to the Honourable
Member in confidence.

Transkei Defence Force: amounts allocated
*20. Mr R V CARLISLE asked the
Foreign Affairs:

(1) Whether, in respect of Pr inme 3 of
Vote 4 of the Estimates of Expenditure
for the 1990-91 financial year, any
amounts were allocated for the Transkei
Defence Force; if so, (a) what amounts
and (b) for what purpose;
whether any training or equipment is
provided for the Transkei Defence Force
by the South African Defence Force,
Armscor or any other South African
body; if so, (a) what training or equip-

ment and (b) by whomn?
Tw\e.m?\w\ﬁnz\_w: Y peeE

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
(1) Yes
(a) R467 543
(b) The secondment of five members of

inister of

@

-
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Yeamgad |2]3
the South African U.m?.:nm Force as
pilots and air technical staff

(2) T suggest that this question be pu he
Minister of Defence.

(1) (a) When did the Good Hope Teacher
Training College start functioning and (b)
on what premises was it situated;

(2) whether it was promised or intended that

Walvis Bay: discussions

*21. Mr C W EGLIN asked
Foreign Affairs:

(1) Whether the South n Government
has received any request from the Gov-
emment of Namibia to eater into discus-
sions on the future of Walvis Bay; if so,
what was the Government’s response to

this request; /Eg..ﬁ/d,)/
i__.o:.nn the Government will take steps
to initiate such discussions? B469E

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:
(1) and (2)

A joint statement by the Governments of
South Africa and Namibia was issued in Cape
Town and in Windhoek on 28 February 1991
to the effect that the South African and
Namibian Governments had agreed to meet in
Cape Town on 14 March 1991 to commence
M:r negotiations on the subject of Walvis
ay.

¢ Minister of

2

~

a proper campus be built for this college;
if not, why not; if so, (a) when will it be
built and (b) at what estimated cost;

(3) how many students are studying at the
college at present?,
218
B471E

The MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
TRAINING: {5@5‘\’
() (a) January 1987 ¢ _;Ld :
(b) In buildings of the Eloxulweni Pri-
mary School in Khayelitsha.
(2) Yes.
(a) The planning of the new campus will
be completed at the end of May 1991.
The co of the building
programme will depend on the avail-
ability of funds.
(b) Approximately R9,5 million.

(3) 771 fulltime and 110 part-time students
(as on 7 March 1991).

UNHC: return of exiles

*22. Mr C W EGLIN asked the Minister of
Foreign Affairs:

(1) Whether, with reference to his reply to
Question No 20 on 26 February 1991, the
South African Government is considering
extending an invitation to the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees
to play a role in connection with the
return of exiles to South Africa; if so,

(2) whether a decision has been reached in
regard to this matter; if so, what is the
decision? apsew=t

y2131 BA70E

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS:

Cv and (2) The matter is still receiving atten-
tion.

Good Hope Teacher Training College
*23. Miss M SMUTS asked _the Minister of
Education and Training: { 325 :u.tw?«ﬂ
\ le

Strategic stockpiles: value

*24. Mr K M ANDREW asked the Minister of
Trade and Industry and Tourism: -’

What is the current value of the gic
stockpiles (a) owned and/or (b) financed by

the State?
fw?%,f M) Bane

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUS-
TRY AND TOURISM:

The original objective of the stockpiling
scheme of strategic commodities for general
use, administered by the Department of Trade
and Industry, was to give effect to the national
stockpiling policy and strategy regarding iden-
tified commaodities in order to promote the
economic and security objectives of the RSA.

The stockpiling scheme was established some
25 years ago, at a time of increasing threats of
sanctions and boycotts against the RSA. The
scheme comprised the build-up of stocks of
essential strategic imported commodities to
act as a buffer, should effect be given to such
threats.
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Unpaid teachers m?}a DE
Staff Reporter %" 7"'7“ r/n ZsZZld deky

MORE THAN 50 Khayelitsha teachers
occupied the foyer of the Department
of Education and Training’s Cape
Town office yesterday to demand the
payment of outstanding salaries.

Teachers at the Maysiyilie Senior

Secondary School said they had not
received payment for the past two

anded ¥B
the DET’s regional officials.

The school’s entire complement of
52 teachers turned up at the Foretrust
Building to protest at the non-pay-
ment,

Education and Development Aid
Deputy Minister Mr Piet Marais said:
“The problem was caused by adminis-
trative errors.”




Sowi t - 20(29)
By Noel Bruyns

THE Dr Nelson R
Mandela High
School in Philippi
took the initiativeand
employed 11 more
teachers to help cope
with the 1878 chil-
dren enrolled this
year — but the De-
partment of Educa-
tion and Training
(DET) refuses to ac-
knowledge or pay
them.

Although education
was the state’s re-
sponsibility, parents
had taken it upon
themselves to ensure
that education was
“given the serious at-
tention which it de-
serves” by mandating
the school’s PTSA to
recruit extra teachers,
said PTSA chairperson
Mr BW Mdingi.

The PTSA said in a
statement this week there

_ were35teachers for 1054

i pupils last year. The
teacher/pupil ratio was

' 1:52, although the DET
ratio was 1:35.

Eleven new teachers had
been employed because of
the 60 percent increase in
enrolment this yearover last
year’s figure.

““We have negotiated with
the DET to provide facili-
ties and recognise our
teachers. Its response is in-
dicative of a department

which is controlled by a
government which has no
black people’s interests at
heart.

“The DET refuses to rec-
ognise the teachers we have
employed.

“We have not been pro- |
vided with additional furni-
ture or equipment,” the
PTSA said.

The school had 12 class-
rooms used by pupils, but
which did not have any
furniture,

In a letter to the DET, the
principal and teachersof the
school said there was a
shortage, among others, of
textbooks for 800 pupils,
400 double desks and 800
chairs and of sporting
equipment.

They complained that
teachers’ salaries and al-
lowances had not been paid
and demanded permanent
appointments of temporary

teachers.

FIRSTHAND VIEW British diplomat Mr lan Morrison was among
the dignitaries at apress conference to hightight conditions at Dr

Nelson R Mandela High School PIC: YUNUS MOHAMED




Schools come to a standstill

SCHOOLING in Pretoria’s Atteridgeville and Mamelodi
townships was this week reported to have come to a complete
standstill, Q\WXL e }‘0\3\’\\

The month-long education crisis spilled over into
Atteridgeville, where thousands of pupils boycotted classes on
Tuesday.

The spokesperson for the Northern Transvaal region of the
Department of Education and Training, Mr JG Makwakwa,
said pupils in Mamelodi boycotted classes, hoping tomarch to
the DET offices to present demands for more classrooms, the
supply of more books, an increase in the teaching staff comple-
ment and upgrading of facilities.

A son for the M: i branch of the South

P P

failed to take place because the school principals had not
honoured their promise to apply for permission to march.s.

Atterridgeville/Saulsville Residents Association spokesper-
son Mr John Ramatswi said the class boycott in the township
was to give pupils and teachers an opportunity to express
solidarity with a teacher who was appearing in court.

The teacher, Mr Leonard Dali, was charged with alleged
misconduct for union activities.

M ile, 12 Al dra stud

ended their seven-day

‘hunger strike on Tuesday after Education and Training Min-

ister Mr Stoffel van der Merwe said he was willing to discuss
education problems in the township.




end crisis in colleges:>

detits'turned ap for-admis-
sion.

Two colleges, Kwena-
Moloto and Setotolwane,
were closed a week ago
following demands by
students that all ap-
plicants be admitted,

Student organisations

have called on the
authorities to provide

facilities for teacher train-
ing courses o offset the
crisis.

In addition, thesauthby-
ities afg'confronted with a
new probiem: " the -in-
sistence by locals that
only students from the
surrounding areas be ad-
mitted to a particular in-
stitution,
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School crisi
looms, Sadt

By NKOPANE MAKOBANE

THE South African Democratic Teachers Union in
Bushbuckridge has warned there may be a complete
breakdown of schooling in the ares if the Gazankulu

- Education Detartment {omlnues to harass |ts mem-

bers. ;
Mr Amph Nxumalo, the branch publicity secre-

tary, said Sadtu members were angered by the

harassment of three senior executive members.

: The three are Mr Percy Mashele, principal of

" Eric Nxumalo High School, Mr Lucas Mthimkhulu,

principal ‘of Manyakatane High School and Mr

. Freddy Mathebula, a teacher at Langa High School.

He said they had been charged with misconduct
* by the department and were accused of inciting

- +teachers to reJect and dump workbooks durmg a
" protest march in August last year.

. Nxumalo said last week the department. ap-

-, pointed a commission of inquiry to investigate the al-
* legations against the three. Mashele was found guiity
“’even though the entire staff at his school refused to
- testify against him, he said.

He said: “His staff has threatened not to teach

) .should any action be taken against him (Mashele)”’.

————
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Principal to

A SOWETO primary
school principal who
admits using R17 000
in school funds was
yesterday given an
ultimatum by angry
parents to repay the
money by tomorrow.

The parents said if the
money was not repaid,
they would not send their
children to school.

About 200 parents of
pupils -attending Ikeme-
leng Lower Primary
School in Naledi, yester-
day braved the rain to dis-

By SONTI MASEKO

cuss their next move after
the principal, Mrs
Rebecca Tshabalala,
failed to repay the money.
The repayment date
was set two weeks ago.

In November last year
Tshabalala signed a letter
in which she admitted
having taken the money
from the school fund for
personal use withiout con-
sulting the school’s man-
agement committee.

She explained to the

ok school’s R

parents that the money
had been used to educate
her children.

In the letter, Tshaba-
lala undertook to pay
back the money by last
month.

Tshabalala, who was
present at yesterday’s
meeting, assured parents
that the money was in her
bank account and that she
would repay parents who
produced receipts for
school fees paid  during
1989 and last year, the pe-
riod during which the
money was taken.

Parents also expressed
dissatisfaction with vari-
ous issues concerning the
running of the school.

These included:

* Teachers were sell-
ing food and the school
running film shows to
faise money to sponsor
school activities.

They said this inter-
fered with the teaching
process.

* Pupils without books
were sent back home al-
though books and
textbooks were 1o be sup-
plied by the DET. Parents
said about 60 percent of
the pupils were not sup-
plied with books.

* Parents alleged that
the school  property,
typewriters, lawnmowers

veka iqly{ql.

fwm
and tables or desks were

removed from the schools
and were being used by

000

some teachers at their
homes. They demanded
that these be returned.




Expelled principals’
fate known toda

By ALINAH DUBE

THE Department of Education and Training will
today decide the fate of the Mamelodi principals
who were expelled from various schools about three
weeksago.  Squeken.  20|3\91 -

Mr Geoff Makwakwa, DET’s Press Haison of-
ficer, yesterday sdid the decision will be announced
by Dr Benhard Louw, director general of the depart-
ment, He would not release further details.

The expulsion of the principals by pupils has
since caused a row among local political and youth
organisations. Leaders of these bodies have accused
one another of using school children and the princi-
pals in question for personal gain.




News loamy
An experienced Soweto teacher has started

her own learning project with which she
hopes to alleviate the problems that stu-
dents face at secondary school level.

Fifty-nine year-old Cikizwa Mokwena is a
former mathematics and physical science
teacher. She holds a B Sc degree from Rhodes
University and a B Ed degree from the Uni-
versity of the Witwatersrand.

After having taught the two subjects at
schools, she said, she has discovered that stu-
dents encountered difficulties at secondary

" school level, because of poor background on
a particular subject.

“Quite often students have a potential of
becoming good at subjects but are sometimes
forced to abandon them because they believe
they are difficult. This type of attitude wor-
ried me a lot.

“In some instances this happens because
the teachers do not have a thorough knowl-
edge of the subject and are unable to attract
pupils to the subjects.” she said.

She taught in Transkei and later became
interested in setting up a teaching project in
Butterworth in 1979, But she was ordered by
the bantustan authorities to stop the project.

“I was already using my sitting-room to
teach students after school, so I felt it was
time to have something properly constituted,”
she said.

The following year she went to Soweto
where she was involved in a governmental
sponsored mathematics and science course.
This involved teachers, and she made regular
trips to schools to help them with the prob-

Teacher starfs her own learnin
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Mrs Cikizwa Mokwena

lems they miglit encounter in the c] Qom.
@Q;? Humiliating @
(Okwena said she left the project when she

found out that some officials of the DET were
jealous of her proficiency. “They gave orders
1o schools that I should be given only 10 min-
utes in a classroom. That is humiliating
because my goal was to help and not to leave
the students in the lurch,” she said.

She broke away from the project and went
back full time to teaching in 1985. She had
to leave school during the 1985 uprisings

2 21319y
which almost rendered lessons ineffective.

Mokwena joined IBM and was involved in
research on pre-primary and primary educa-
tion. This became another snag for her. She
did not want anything less than “a project in
which [ would combine my experience as a
mother and educator”.

Then, Stitch-in-Time - the name of her new
project - was born in a double garage in
Molapo, Soweto.

Children as young as five-and-half years of
age are taught English, mathematics and sci-
ence, “Some are able to write their names and
count up to 20 and when they reach school-
going age they might fit in well with Stan-
dard One pupils,” she said.

In addition to classes for the young ones,
there are also classes for school going chil-
dren in three categories. The first category,
A, is for pupils from standard two to five, B
for standard six to eight and C for standard |-
nine and matric.

However, the project cannot attract as many
youngsters as envisaged because it has to
charge them. This is because it is self-fnding
and it has to pay five tutors, among other
expenses.

“Donors cannot fund us because were are
not aligned with a political organisation. We
maintain that our project is apolitical and must
be kept as such,” she said.

Mokwena appealled to students and parents
to visit her centre or contact her at (011) 986-
8075.
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THIS 1S SCHOOL WATCH, your’
regular weekly column
which will monitor schools
countrywide. We believe
that, with your assistance,
we could help ensure that

. proper learning takes place
in our schools. So invite us to
your school or college to
investigate any complaints.
This will help us stop blaming
students or teachers for the
bad results and solve
problems at an early stage.
In this way, we can strive to
make education the winner
at the end of the year.
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DET,
teachers
meet in

court

Education virtually came to a standstill in
Katlehong and Thokoza this week because
teachers have been attending trials of their
; colleagues who are appearing in court on
charges of trespassing at the offiees of the
DET. L&ﬁ

The alleged trespass took p month
when hundreds of teachers occupied the
department’s Alberton Circuit offices
demanding that an inquiry be launched on
suspected financial irregularities at Monde
Lower Primary School.

The teachers have complained that
Monde’s headmaster had misappropriated
funds and demanded that she be expelled or
an inquiry be launched. .

The teachers claimed that the authorities
did not listened to their call, because the prin-
cipal involved was related to a certain inspec-
for in the same circuit.

Responding to a demonstration of parents
against the teachers’ action of staying from
classes and demanding the expulsion of head-
master...., the SA Democratic Teachers Union
(Sad) assistant-secretary-general Thembe-
lani Nxesi said: “This thing is being pushed
too far, Those parents have been organised
by the DET and we know that they are from
a particular political affiliation.”

Action
On allegations that the teachers did not con-
sult the parents before embarking on their
action, Nxesi said several meetings on ]he
issue had been called, but some parents failed
wattend. New B ~ (Lo
This is because the meetmgz ﬁecre a?rgga:d
ised by Sadtu, which is an i
organigation. q “i'M) 1~ w31,
Meanwhile, the situation is likely to be
volatile, with the emergence of an 1deologxcal
struggle in education in the two townships.
Nresi said Sadtu members in the township
have received death threats from people
claiming to be supporters of Inkatha and the
PAC.
“We are aware that these people are not
from the two organisations and this is yet
another tactic of dividing our pecple,” hie said.
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them.
Pupils’ Forum
PO Box 10674
Johannesburg 2000

011) 23-2721/5

We wish fo urge our youth to let their
voices be heard by writing articles for our
youth page about issues of interest to

Please send articles to:

or contact the education reporter at:

Mamelodi schoo
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May close d

he Northern Transvaal region
of the Department of Education
and Training (DET) is again
involved in a fierce feud with
the community in the area.

Its regional director, Job Schoeman, has
warned that if the Mamelodi community does
not act on the banning of principals from
reporting at their respective schools, the
schools would be closed down.

The two-months ban was imposed by the
Congress of South African Students (Cosas)
after blaming the department for failing to
address problems related to education in the
area.

The headmasters were told to conditionally
stay away from the schools until DET pro-
vided textbooks, stationery, extra furniture,

employed more teachers and availed new
school buildings.

In an apparent attempt to have the ban lift-
ed, the department countered by announcing
that it will withhold school supplies until the
headmasters have been allowed to resume
their duties.

Withholding

DET spokesperson Geoffrey Makwakwa told
PUPILS FORUM that while presently with-
holding tutorial material, the department had
found new premises which would be used to
accommodate pupils to alleviate overcrowd-
ing.

mZo»:ér:m, the department has accused
members of the SA Democratic Teachers”
Union (Sadtu) of influencing the students to
embark on such an action.

This was dismissed by a Sadtu official in
the region.

He said: “Crisis is everywhere in the country
and this action {the students’] is not taking place
for the first time in Mamelodi. It started in
Soweto. Were we there?”

He said the DET’s Northern Transvaal
region was the “oddest of them all” and com-
plained about the way in which the depart-
ment dealt with the cnisis.

Arrogant
He accused the regional officials of acting in

an “amrogant and intransigent” manner.

“It was in this region where 140 teachers
were expelled without any attempt to resolve
the issue amicably. The expulsion sparked off
a countrywide outcry and threatened a nation-
wide teacher action.

(Evh«?) s =%

own-

\&\

“A few problems were existing in
Soshanguve and a school was closed down,”
he said.

A spokesperson for the Pretoria Education
Co-ordinating Committee, Adolphus Mphep-
hu, said if the department did not reverse its
decision to close down the schools his organi-
sation would resort to make representations to
higher authority.

The re-instatement of the 140 teachers was
only possible after the education and training
minister Stoffel van der Merwe was drawn into
the issue and suggested that the two parties find
an amicable solution.

It, however, seems that the department has
taken upon itself to leave the crisis in the hands
of the community as it has always done in the
past, and this has resulted in some form of dras-
tic action.
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he Northern Transvaal region
of the Department of Education
and Training (DET) is again
involved in a fierce feud with
the community in the area.

Its regional director, Job Schoeman, has
warned that if the Mamelodi community does
not act on the banning of principals from
reporting at their respective schools, the
schools would be closed down.

The two-months ban was imposed by the
Congress of South African Students (Cosas)
after blaming the department for failing to
address problems related to education in the
area.

The headmasters were told to conditionally
stay away from the schools until DET pro-
vided textbooks, stationery, extra furniture,

employed more teachers and availed new
school buildings.

In an apparent attempt to have the ban lift-
ed, the department countered by announcing
that it will withhold school supplies until the
headmasters have been allowed to resume
their duties.

Withholding

DET spokesperson Geoffrey Makwalkwa told
PUPILS FORUM that while presently with-
holding tutorial material, the department had
found new premises which would be used to
accommodate pupils to alleviate overcrowd-
ing.

Meanwhile, the department has accused
members of the SA Democratic Teachers”
Union (Sadtu) of influencing the students to
embark on such an action.

This was dismissed by a Sadtu official in
the region.

He said: “Crisis is everywhere in the country
and this action [the students’] is not taking place
for the first time in Mamelodi. It started in
Soweto. Were we there?”

He said the DET’s Northern Transvaal
region was the “oddest of them all” and com-
plained about the way in which the depart-
ment dealt with the crisis.

Arrogant

He accused the regional officials of acting in
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“It was in this region where 140 teachers
were expelled without any attempt to resolve
the issue amicably. The expuision sparked off
a countrywide outcry and threatened a nation-
wide teacher action.

jOo

YRPONEN ,w%wewwwi/f

/>\_J

“A few problems were existing in
Soshanguve and a school was closed down,”
he said.

A spokesperson for the Pretoria Education
Co-ordinating Committee, Adolphus Mphep-
hu, said if the department did not reverse its
decision to close down the schools his organi-
sation would resort to make representations to
higher authority.

The re-instatement of the 140 teachers was
only possible after the education and training
minister Stoffel van der Merwe was drawn into
the issue and suggested that the two parties find
an amicable solution.

It, however, seems that the department has
taken upon itself to leave the crisis in the hands
of the community as it has always done in the
past, and this has resulted in some form of dras-
tic action.
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ARCHBISHOP Denis Hurley of the Cathilic Church’
in Durban has dismiséed a teacher at the Church-run;.
KwaThintwa School for the Deaf for allegedly being “a’
bad influence”. .

Mandla Cele’s dismissal followed an mvestlgauon
conducted by the Cathiolic Church among teachers and--
students at the school at Intshanga, near Durban. 7

Prior to the investigation Cele had been given two
written warnings by the principal before being suspend- .
ed from all duties by Archblshop Hurley.

In the letter of suspension, Hurley, who is chairman
of the school’s management board, said Cele was being*
suspended:-“in view of allegations of misconduct’
against you”. i

Hurley’s action was approved by the director-general
of the Department of Education and Training (DET)”
because the school is registered with the DET.

A Board of Management report signed by Bishop DJ~
Khumalo of the Marianhill Mission claimed Cele had
had an adverse influence on students — an influence
that could produce untold harm.

The report said that of the eight groups of children
interviewed by Father J Turner or by Bishop Khumalo,
four groups alleged that Cele had on many occasions
told them: “Amabhunu (boers) are bad people. They
hate us ... we must not be afraid of them.”

The rest of the students complained of conditions at
the school.

Teachers, most of them whites, told the mvesugators
that Cele had introduced a spirit of division between’
them and the studems, “The children are defiant to us “
and this is new.”

One said: “There is a very noticeable change in ours
children here ... all along they have been well-man-
nered, kind and respectful Now they are unfnendly
and ignore us when we meet them.”

In a separate report Cele said he was smgled out as a\-
ringleader after teachers submitted a list of gneyances,,
aWﬂemantis “o"thie’ school authorities.

" He sald some teachers were beginning to questlon'

“the manner in which matters of the school were bein
administered”.

The South African Democratic Teachers’ Umon“
(Sadtu) has entered into the fray.

In a letter to the management board Sadtu objacted"
to the manner in which the investigation had been»
conducted.

Natal Sadtu co-ordinator Duncan Hindle said: “We«
find it highly improper for an investigation to bel
conducted by the questioning of colleagues. Even more~
improper is the questioning of pupils about a teacher.”

“While critical thinking is to be encouraged in-
education, we do not see an assault on teacher authority’
to be in the professional interests of. teachmg Itis also
disloyal to the individual colleague.”

Archbishop Hurley was not available for commenl~'
at the time of going to press. “
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THE Soweto branch
of the National Educa-
tion Union of South
Africa has dissolved
to form a branch of
the South African
Democratic Teachers
Union.

Spokesman Mr Oupa
Mpetha said the decision
to launch the Sadtu
branch was taken at their
annual congress held in
Soweto.

““We resolved to dis-
band because we are part
of the ‘unity agreememnt
of teachers’ and have also
played a significant role
towards the formation of
Sadtu last year.

‘“This move will
benefit Sadtu in that our
members, and those
teachers aspiring to be-
come members, will now
swell the ranks of Sadtu
and channel all efforts
and energies to strengthen
the union,”” he said.

Action

Mpetha said the con-
gress came up with a pro-
gramme of action
teachers are to embark
upon during the course of
the year.

This will include the
tensification of the defi-
ance campaign against the
DET and its officials.

“We want to render
DET structures non-
functional and non-
operational, We are going
to take up these cam-

paigns to ensure that
teachers are protected and
secure in their profession.

“It it time that the
DET employed qualified
teachers to minimise the
imbalance of the teacher-
pupil ratio in schools.

‘“We also demand that
all teachers dismissed un-
fairly be reinstated and
those transferred be taken

back to old posts.

Benefits

““In addition, we
demand that temporary
posts be done away w.xth
and teachers on probation
be fully employed and
receive all benefits from
the department.

“The latter must also
halt the victimisation of
teachers by authorities,”

said.

e Mpheta said the
branch realised that
women form the majo.rity
in the teaching profession.
For this reason they were
1o be organised to address
issues effecting them such
as leave with full pay, as
well as housing and medi-
cal schemes.
““We have also noted
that education in schools
is on the decline. We are
going to recommit and
rededicate ourselves o

consult broadly to im-

prove on the skills and

methods of teaching.

“We want effective
learning -and teaching to
take place,”” he said.
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By ALINAH DUBE

FOUR teachers who allegedly chased away inSpectors
from a school in Moutse six weeks ago have been

suspended by the Department of Educa(ion and Train-
ing. %Mﬂﬂ"' Gl -

The decision to suspend the teachers was announced
yesterday by the DET’s Press laison officer, Mr GJ
Makwakwa.

He said the teachers, from Mohlamme Secondary
School, were suspended without pay with effect from
March 25 pending a charge of misconduct against them.

*“They may under no circumstances visit or enter
any office or institution under control of the Department
of Education and Training without prior approval from
the regional chief director,”” said Makwakwa.

He said the suspensions follow the chasing away of
inspectors by some of the teachers at the school on Feb-
ruary 18.

Letters of suspension had already been served on
them, he said.
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- bad year for

its officials

CAPE TOWN — At least

240 teachers, principals

and inspectors had had

property damaged dur-
ing 1990, and 200 had been
prevented from continu-
ing their work-at schools,
the Department, of Edu- !
cation and Training's

(DET’s) anpugl report

said. 325

“The report, released yester-
day, said much of the un-

-rest at DET schools was
by pupils who “were no
longer expressing vexa-
tion at genuine griev-
ances, but ... had be-

“come the victims of
adults’ power struggles
and polmcal aspira-
tions”.

Reasons for the poor 1990
matric results. included
unmotivated staff, poor
administration and the

. unpreparedness for ex-

~~ ams of many pupils.

A working group of experts

from outside the DET

. had been set up to try to

improve the perform-

“* ance of its 14 colleges of
education, it said.

“Expenditure for the 1990/91

_ year was expected to be

" about R2,96bn. — Sapa.
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Ejected principals

THE 48 Mamelodi princi-
pals who were chased

by pupils are expected to
return to their jobs when
the schools reopen next
week.

Members of the Con-
gress of South Affican
Students chased away the
principals at schools in
the: Pretoria township,
vowing not to welcome

may returr

away from their schools

them back un\ess the De-
partment of Education
and Training met all their
demands.

These included provi-
sion more books, building
more schools and -~ the
creation of more posts for
teachers.

Future

In a new development,
the publicity secretary of
the Mamelodi Civic As-
sociation, Mr  Pasty
Malefo, said the associa-
tion would make a major

nto;ob§>

anriouncement this week
regarding the future of the

principals.

He said all indications
were that the principals
would resume their duties
when schools reopened
next Monday.

The public relations
officer for the DET in the-
Northern Transvaal, Mr
Geoffrey:.  Makwakwa,

- said the department wel~

comed the new initiative
by the civic association. -
Sapa.
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'Return to school,
principals urged

THE Mamelodi branch of the ANC has urged all princi-

pals driven away from sehools in the area to return to
work on Monday. @ 208

It did so at 2 meHng on mw attended by
ANC officials, the Mamelodi Education Crisis Com-
mittee and Cosas. The meeting was held at Mamelodi
High School. _yowelam ||

The meeting, initiated by ANC ‘internal leader Mr
Walter Sisufu, resolved that all principals should report
for work when schools reopen on April 15,

The school heads were ejected from their schools by
members of the Congress of South African Students
who demanded the principals present student grievances
to the Department of Education and Training before
they could return to school.

The demands included the provision of more
textbooks, more schools and the appointment of more
teachers. - Sowetan Correspondent.
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THE South African Democratic Teach-
ers’ Union’s efforts to obtain national
recognition as a union are being ham-

strung by the fragmented apastheid edu-
cation system. 225
Frustrated by attempts To négotiate with

officials of the 19 education departments
about working conditions and the vic-
timisation of teachers, the non-racial un-
ic1 — launched in October last year —
now awaits a reply to a request to meet
Pres 'dent FW de Klerk on the issue,

“On the one hand, De Klerk says apart-
heid is dead, but on the other his mini-
sters in education are clinging to their
own affairs bases,” said Sadtu general
secretary Randall van den Heever this

for recognition
week. “Qur organisation needs a clear
understanding of the access we enjoy to
education authorities. Attempts at nego-
tiating grievance procedures right now
are dependent on the whims and fancies
of education officials.”

Sadtu policy is to conduct all ministeri-
al meetings with the umbrella Depart-
ment of National Education. It will insist
on a uniform recognition agreement for
the enfire teaching profession, thus, said
Van den Heever, “facilitating the pro-
cess towards one education system”.

The organisation, now “at least
30 000-strong™, recently launched its
Northemn Transvaal and Transkei bran-
ches, and is due fo Jaunch in the Western
Cape on April 20.
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Dilemma for da
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here are fears that several stu-
dents who graduated from a
Johannesburg-based day-care
training institute might have
been ripped off.

This follows the discovery by students that
their diplomas seem to be worthless. Some of
their graduation credentials have been turned
down by government institution as being
“improper”.

Students who graduated last year from the
Educational Institute For Day-Care Centres,
claim that it is difficult to find employment
in government owned centres. They claim this
is because the Department of Education and
Training has pointed out that the centre is not
registered with any relevant education author-
ity.

The institute started functioning last year
with an intake of 120 students. This year,

according to the students, enrolment has
swelled to hundreds of pupils.

The headmaster, Scott Muller, however,
denied that his school is overflowing with
pupils.

Mauller said the enrollment at his school is
a mere 300. He said each student paid R150
per month for the entire year.

The students, however, said they were
charged R2 000 a year.

Registered

Muller confirmed that the centre was not
registered with any government authority,
because it was an “alternative” education pro-
ject.

“We have noted that the government has
neglected teacher training for day care cen-
tres and we felt we should establish this pro-
ject to alleviate the crisis in this field.

vl - \elld).

22S

“The centre does not aim to train teachers
for government schools, but for all types of
institutions and mainly for community-owned
day care centres.

“I would not be surprised if the DET
schools rejected our graduates because of the
government’s tradition of monopolising the
education process,” he said.

Commenting on reports that some of their
graduates were not finding employment,
Muller said these could be part of those stu-
dents who did not pay their fees and their
diplomas were being withheld.

The centre is supposed to be a post matric-
institution, but students with standard eight
have been allowed to register according to the
students.

Muller confirmed this and said that those
had some experience of day care centre work.

Meanwhile, there have been reports that

Ie teachers

some of the teachers at the recently closed
Acme College were trained at the institute.

Acme

After Acme’s closure last month, Acme
teachers were employed by the centre as lec-
turers to help cope with the increasing number
of students. According to the reports, new stu-
dents were still being taken this week while
others were in their third month of study.

Apart from the fact that the country is in
need of an alternative education, it would
seem helpless if the graduates from alterative
schools were unable to find work.

These institutions should rather strike a deal
with the department of education, which might
make it possible for their credentials to be
recognised, some educationists have said.
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A primary school teachers’ enrichment course
will take place at the Johannesburg College of
Education from April 20 to May 25.

The ditector of the course, Paulette Bethlehem,
said the course has been designed to empower
primary and pre-primary school teachers to
respond effectively to the problems they may
encounter in the classroom.

Bethlehem has taught for several years in var-
ious levels, including teacher training. She said
the pre-primary course is intended to create an
understanding of the ways in which young chil-
dren develop, learn, think and communicate.

She said the project was started in 1981 and
has helped primary and secondary school teach-
ers,

About 5 000 teachers have gone through the
course, she said.

Last year, Bethlehem said, the course shifted to
matric students because of their bad end of the
yeat results.

“We introduced communications English to try
and help matriculants with their language prob-
lems,” she said.

Participants have a choice of six courses for
primary school teaching. These are: Pre-prima-

ry, School Readiness, Speaking English with Plea-
sure, History, Mathematics and Primary School
Guidance. The seventh is Street Law, which is

open to everybody. ! 7' % -

The School Readiness course has been deslgned
for the junior primary (sub A and sub B) teachers.
This course deals with the activities required to
develop school readiness with special emphasis on
the high risk child.

Standard three to standard five teachers will
benefit from the Speaking English with Pleasure
course. This course is aimed at promoting fluen-
cy and interest in the spoken English.

“It seeks to develop the ability to jnteract in a
sensitive way towards other people in a group,”
said Bethlehem,

“The history course, is also designed for stan-
dard three to standard five teachers. Its intention
is to demonstrate what history teaching is all -
about.”

The seventh course, Street Law, is suitable for
high school teachers and the general public.

Bethlehem said of it: “The course will cover
the laws that affect people in their everyday
life."This course also aims to show how the law
operates and how it can protect an individual.” &

Candidates will be charged R5 for the entire
duration per course. On completion they will
receive a certificate based on full attendance.

For further details, Bethlehem may be contact-
ed at the following telephone numbers: Work:
(011) 880-2347 home: (011) 440-1478
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dren are due to return to school
tomorrow amid renewed calls for
them to ensure that effective learn-
ing takes place. Cffren |
Last term learning was #t'a low
ebb in schools under the Depart-
ment of Education and Training.
The call for normality in schools
has been reiterated by students’ or-
ganisations, who further appealed
1o teachers to help pupils make.
for lost time.

tion publicity secretary Sipho Ma-
seko: “Azasco desires the re-open-
ing of schools to be devoid of the
circus which characterised them
last quarter. The schools should
serve the purpose they were intend-
ed for — effective learning.

“We also call on teachers to assist
students in this regard by pursuing
their professional duties with seri-
ousness, and on teachers’ unions to
stop misdirecting students.”

Congress of South African Stu-
dents’ president Thami Rubusana
said Cosas urged students to g0 to
schoot and called for a “process of
intensive learning” to take place.

“But we should note that in areas
where there was not effective learn-
ing at schools there wete problems
of overcrowding and lack of ade-
quate facilities.

“However the campaign for these
facilities does not mean learning
should come to a standstill.” .

Speaking on behalf of the Pan
Africanist Students’ Organisation,
the PAC’s secretary for education

today’s education crisis is tomor-
row’s labour crisis, we call on stu-
dents to go back to school and learn.

“We further call on Cosas to stop
slogans like ‘pass one pass all’ and
address fundamental issues like the

of teachers and classrooms.”
Meanwhile, in a major step to-

in Mamelodi, which reached alarm-
ing proportions last term, the 48

Joel Gwabeni said: “Noting that,

lack of stationery and the shortage.
wards resolving the education crisis .

principals expelled from schools de- *

cided they would go back to their
respective posts tomorrow. .

The move has been welcomed by
the DET, which said the decision [
was taken at a meeting earlier this &
week between the principals and
members of the schools’ manage- ¢
ment councils.

DET Northern Transvaal spokes-
man Geoffrey Makwakwa said
while the department welcomed
community involvement in educa-
tion, it could not allow individuals
or groups to usurp the authority of
principals or to prescribe to them.

I wish to make it clear that the
principals will return to their ¥
schools and perform their duties [
only on the conditions laid down by
the DET.”

Sipho Maseko. . . we don’t want-
the circus we had last time.



Pupil boycott at
Pretoria sch
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schools in Mamelodi and Aiter
idgeville, near Pretoria, remained
empty yesterday as the townships
thousands of pupils refused to retorn t¢
classrgoms for the start of the second
term. B\Daw, \é\ M\

A DET spokesman said only one At:
teridgeville school reported an 80% at-
tendance while the rest were deserted,
These included seven high schools and a
number of primary schools. .

There was also a complete class boy-
cott at Mamelodi’s 12 high schools, at-
though the township’s 48 principals re-
turned to their schools for the first time
since being chased away from their
posts by pupils about a month ago.

The DET spokesman said Mamelodi
pupils were expected to return to class
today.

The department would keep a close
watch on Atteridgeville and the schools
would be closed completely if the situa-
tion deteriorated.

The DET believed the SA Democrat-
ic Teachers’ Union was behind the class
boycotts and last term’s expulsion of
teachers, the spokesman said.

. Demands listed in a Congress of SA
Students (Cosas) pamphiet distributed
in Atteridgeville were the same as
those made by Sadtu.

These included the provision of ad-
ditional textbooks, reinstatement of *
suspended teachers and a solution to
the problem of overcrowding at the
schools.

Sadtu k were il

for comment.

#
86
S



S THOUSANDS of black

pupiis head back to school
today for the second quarter of
the year, they leave behind
three months which did not live
up to the call for “effective
teaching and serious learning”
in 1931,

Although thousands of them
heeded the call made at the be-
ginning of the year by various
political and educational organ-
isations to go back to school, se-
rious learning in many PWV
schools was hamstrung by pro-
test actions and campaigns of
defiance against authorities, re-
sulting in the loss of valuable
teaching time.

In the wake of last year’s di-
sastrous matric results, com-
munity and student organisa-
tions pledged to ensure effec-
tive learning which would be
devoid of disruption. But in
some areas, particularly Pre-
toria, these objectives were not
achieved.

Mamelodi schools have been
without principals since Jan-
uary after the local branch of
the Congress of SA Students
(Cosas) had instructed them not
to return to school until the

It’s tlme for so<n‘ig/

SEl‘lOl’lS ﬁéarnlng

Community and student
organisations have
pledged to ensure effec-
tive learning for students,
devoid of disruption.
PHIL MOLEFE reports.

Department of Education and
Training (DET) had responded
“positively” to demands of im-
proved learning conditions.

The headmasters are expect-
ed to return to their respective
schools today, however, accord-
ing to Mamelodi Principals
Council chairman Ben Tlou.

Schools in the Johannesburg
region — which includes Sowe-
to, Alexandra, Tembisa and the
West Rand —~ appeared normal,
but students had not really got
down to serious learning, said
Thron Rensburg, general secre-
tary of the National Education
Co-ordinating Committee.

]

Alexandra Cosas activists
embarked on a protracted sit-in
and hunger strike at the DET
offices last month in a bid to
force the authorities to meet
their demands.

The principal and staff at Fi-
delitas High School in Diepkloof
were chased away by students
in Febrvary to confront the
DET about their demands.

The Johannesburg regional
chief director of the DET, Ri-
chard Motau, said the second
quarter promised to be.a period
of serious learning: despite the
problems encountered in the
first three months.

“There is a new trend in edu-
cational circles in the Johannes-
burg region, and this is that the
three groups that were ap-
parent in-the first quarter have
started to merge positively to
start well in the second quar-
ter,” said Mr Motau.

Vaal Triangle schools opened
to a slow start at the beginning

N

of the year because of anxiety
that accompanies the current
spiral of violence as well as
grievances by students that se-
rious learning could take place
only if the DET improved con-
ditions in schools.

DET regional chief director
for Orange Vaal, G B Stey, said
progress was made when offi-
cials of the department and a
delegation of the South African
Democratic Teachers Union
held a meeting at which an un-
dertaking was made to create a
culture of learning and serious
teaching.

Education in the strife-torn
East Rand townships of Katle-
hong, Tokoza #nd Vosloorus has
been adversely affected by the
continuing violence and disrup-
tions following protest action by
pupils and teachers.

About 140 Katlehong and To-
koza teachers were arrested in
February and charged  with
trespassing after staging a sit-
in at the DET offices.

DET spokesman Corrie Rade-
meyer sajd the situation in the
first quarter was “pot bad”
compared with the correspond-
ing period last year. O
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Teachers disagree
e
over W body @

FOURTEEN teacher

organisations have called

for the formation of a new
national body at a meet-
ing in Cape Town.

A spokesman for the
proposed new body, Mr
Leepile Taunyane, said
this organisation would

'be founded on three prin-

ciples which are: the right
of every child to quality
education; the improve-
ment of teachers working
conditions; and, a high
level of professionalism

from teachers.

He said in order to
achieve these principles,
the organisation should be
non-racial, independent,
autonomous and politi-
cally non-aligned.

Taunyane did not say
when it would get off the

und.

But the South African
Democratic Teachers
Union yesterday rejected
the establishment of an-
other national teachers
organisation. Sapa
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Principals
p 325

ex ell\ed apain

PRETORIA :“ gorty-eight
Mamelodi principals were
| chased from their schools
by pupils yesterday despite
calls from the local ANC
and PAC branches that
schooling should return to
normal.

Department of Educa-
tion and Training (DET)
spokesman G J Makwakwa
said the pupils wanted cer-
tain demands met before
the principals returned.

These demands included
the distribution of statio-
nery and textbooks, more
teachers and the building of
more classrooms and
schools.

Makwakwa said schools
were also closed in nearby
Atteridgeville after pam-
phlets was distributed in
the township at the week-~
end.

The pamphlets, distribut-
ed by the Congress of South
African Students, said
pupils wanted schools to
reopen today instead of the
official reopening day of
Monday. No reason was
given for wanting the later
date. — Sapa.
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to blame ©

say galles

SCHOOL principals are resp for the
present education crisis because they shun the
people they are supposed to serve, according to
people who called into yesterday’s Sowetan\Radio
Metro Talkback Show.

Matakeni, a student from Villiers in the Free
State, said the education crisis was mainly caused
by the fact that principals seemed to isolate
themselves from the community and ‘‘appeared
to be the Government’s apologists”.

He said if the principals involved themselves
with the people amd discussed problems facing
the schools everything would return to normai.

Pat, a teacher from Soshanguve uear Pretoria,
said the school crisis might be solved if the
Government played its part and stopped pointing
fingers at the black community.

He said the problem was aggravated by the
conservative directors within the Department of
Education and Training structures who always
“bulldoze’’ black teachers. L

«Teachers are supposed to be on prok
for up to three or five years,” he said. ‘““‘How can
this be possible?’? he asked.

He said if this practice was stopped teachers
would feel secure and confident.

“Their morale is low,” he said. ““That is why
they always side with the pupils.””

Charity, a parent from Mamelodi, suggested

 that the DET supply schools with books on time
and a meeting be held between parents, teachers,
pupils and the community to try and solve the
probiem,

[P



| Return to school, s mmn.f_:
TANIA LEVY (€Ba) 228

ANC Women’s League leader Alberti S
called on all pupils to return to classrooms and to stop
“undermining” teachers. '

Speaking at the opening of the Alexandra Teachers
Centre, Sisulu said today’s students would be tomorrow’s
leaders and no country could be governed by the
illiterate.

“Education is the one weapen in all our hands, black

and white. It is the one weapon whi ill uplift the
.& Au
e

s

nation,” she said.& ADcwA,

Sisulu said the league called on paren form educa-
tion watches in every township street to ensure all
children in the neighbourhood attended classes and did
their homework. Parents had to speak to principals about
discipline and sex education for pupils.

Sisulu called on teachers to rededicate themselves to
educating their pupils as if they were their own children.

“It is painful that when we are preparing to governin a
future SA there are uneducated children roaming the
streets.”

The centre, established by the private non-racial
Sagewood Education Trust and sponsored by P G Glass,
will be a venue for teachers in and around Alexandra to

chairman Moses

hold seminars and workshops, upgrade their teach g
skills, provide support for each other and pool resources.

F

' and ANC Women's League member

Albertina Sisulu at the

s’ Centre




Parents are urged to

link up with teachers

THE education of the child re--
quires the active participation of .

the parent, both within home and
in co-operation with the

i teachd
staff of the school. @/' (:i;%ﬁ

This is the opening stdfeme &
document outlining the Parem Teacher
Partnership project.

The already on-going pro]ect an at-’

tempt by the Johannesburg Region Man-

" agement Council to bnng the‘education

back to the community’’, has been drawn
by Prof D.C Badenhorst and Prof Eliza-
beth Dekker, both of Unisa, while Mr
Steve Ramoetsane,. chairman- of -the
region and Mr Placid Johannes Kimnutu, a
senior lecturer at the Mamelodi branch of
Vista University liaise wnh the com-
munity. S-O \g u\q

- ““We have had the first worl shop at
Jabulani Technjcal School after a
parents’ meeting held in March,”
Ramoetsane said.

The second one will be at Senyamo
Primary School in Dobsonville on April
21,

““We expected the first stage to last
for two years and then allow those fully
trained to engage in training others for
the next two years.

“In that way we achieve the multi-
plier effect to reach everyone.”

The document accused parents of not
being fully involved in supporting educa-
tion among things that have attributed to
the current disintegration of the black ed-
ucation,

1t also accused inadequate. preparation
of teachers to foster and utifiseé parents as
partners in education,

““Therefore, there is a need to devise

[ By PHANGISILE MTSHALI |

a training programme to prepare parents
and teachers to act as partners in support
of the child’s education,’” stated the pre-
amble. -

This idea was mooted last September

_at the meeting of the Unisa’s Department

of Comparative Education and Educa-
tional Management with Soweto com-

“munity lead”s and those interested in

education:

The pro;ect seeks to change parental
attitudes tpwards school activities, edu-
cate them for effective parenting; create
awareness -of parental rights and
responsibilities and prepare them to par-
ticipate in formal and informal activities
by parent organisation.

Parents to help

On the other hand it aims to equip
teachers with knowledge for an under-
standing of parent involvement in educa-
tion and for managing and implementing
parent involvement.

The project is divided into two pro-
grammes.

The first consisting of training given
by Unisa professors in four phases to the
community. It {s estimated for the four
phases to be finished in two years at the
cost of more than R200 000,

In the second programme parents and
teachers, who have been fully trained,
will continue to reach those who were
left out in the next two years.

The project’s main objective is to
train 170 000 teachers and 200 000
parents in 21-000 schools through 50 000
trainers from the community.




Widespread disrupti

Staff Reporters -
and Own Correspondents

Classes at the Daveyton
College of Education
have been suspended due
to “serious problems”, a
Department of Educa-
tion and Training spokes-
man said‘yésterday.

He denied that the col-
lege had been closed and
said students had de-
manded the dismissal of
rector Desmond Watt.

The college would be
reopened as soon as the
circumstances surround-
ing the suspension had
been investigated.
® Classes at Katlehong
schools were disrupted
yesterday in what is be-

—_—

lieved to be a reaction to
the suspension of 16
teachers last week.

The teachers are all
from the Monde Lower
Primary School. They
were suspended for al-
legedly violating their
conditions of service.
® The DET liaison offi-
cer in the Highveld, Levy
Tshetlo, said pupils at
the Kusasalethu Compre-
hensive School in Secun-
da staged a sit-in yester-
day and demanded the
appointment of a princi-
pal for the school.

@ At the Imemeza Sec-
ondary School in Water-
valboven, pupils refused
to go into ‘their class-
rooms and milled around

the school premises.

@ Classes resumed at At-
teridgeville and Soshan-
guve high schools, near
Pretoria, without inci-
dent yesterday following
disruptions this week.

The DET’s regional
chief director for north-
ern Transvaal, Job
Schoeman, said the situa-
tion at schools in the
area — including those
in Mamelodi — was back
to normal.

Most -headmasters
were back in their of-
fices, except two, from
Mamel(;ii and Izikhulu
high schbols, who were
chased away by pupils
because they, allegedly

Sow g1 4 B
on at 'School§@

could not account for
“certain school funds”.

@ Schooling has ground
to a halt in 141 schools
in the Bochum district of
Lebowa, where teachers
have embarked on a sit-
in at the circuit inspec-
tor’s office.

The teachers, under
the auspices of the SA
Democratic Teachers
Union, are demanding
that an inspector be re-
moved immediately. 1t
has been claimed that he
was responsible- for the
unexplained transfer of
teachers.

More than 400 teach-
ers have been disrupting
work at the office.
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Teachers attacked at schools on the Reef

JOHANNESBURG. — In spite of appeals by
the ANC, incidents of disruption and attacks
on oo»n—-»_.m are continuing, plunging

hools in a ber of townships across the
try into a d ing crisis.

The houseé of a Soweto school principal, a Mrs
Moatse of Fidelitas High Schoeol, was petrol-
bombed on Wednesday and one of her col-
leagues stabbed.

Mr Norman Mashishi was stabbed by pupils,

O N e el

w-—mnma—w because he had ﬁ::.mmm@h —:m

views on radie abo

yesterday :uu..m was growing .m=m:.= in

ut declining

and discipline at schools.

After the attack on Mr Mashishi pupils locked
the gates of the school, called other teach-
ers to the staff room and warned them to be

“careful.”

some 1s, where t s had
been attacked by pupils.
® Classes at Emisebeni Primary School were

itod

suspended after pupils hers.

@® A DET spokesman said classes at the Davey-
ton College of Education near Benoni had
".mo- suspended because of “serious prob-
ems”’.

..:-o DET’s chief director for northern

® Classes in _Katlehong were disrupted on
ecaa..mmanw in apparent reaction to the sus-

A Department of Ed

tion and Tr

A Toh 1

gional spok

T -

g said

of 16 Monde Primary School teach-
ers last week.

&8 D

I, Mr Job Sch said the situa-

:e: at mnrec—m in the area — including
those in Mamelodi — had returned to nor-
mal. However, three principals had been
chased away by pupils. — Sapa
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crisis
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By PHANGISI ;
MTSHALI
SOMERSET High Sehcol

in Braamfontein is threat-
ening to suspend pupils
and retrench teachers if
parents do not pay fees
5000,

Parents of pupils in
Standard 8 to 10 owe at
least R403 000, according
to the school’s adminis-
trator, Mrs Ivon
Macauley: - -

Parents claim pupils
have to write on their
knees because there are
no desks. There are also
no textbooks,

Dismissed

Seven staffers were
dismissed this week.

The school, which
opened this year, has
about 2 000 pupils from
Grade 0 to Standard 10
and more than 100
teachers. It has operated
for three months.

It is registered with the
Department of Education
and Training.

Appeal

“‘We have to pay our
teachers and pay for the
buildings and furniture,
We eannot run a business
like that.

““On Monday we will
be suspending pupils who
have not paid and this
will Jead to dismissals of ~
those teachers who will
be redundant,” Macauley
said.

Mr Phil Khumalo, the
school’s  patron, has
called on parents to fulfil
their part of the bargain
“to ensure the school

does not close down”’.



DET- “abolition of influx control causes overcrowding”
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he Department of Education

and Trammg s (DET) last

year’s annual report has tak-

en several educationists by

surprise since it appeared to
lack objectivity in many areas.

According to the report, the overcrowd-
ing at schools is blamed to the abolition of
influx control. The department argues that
with the abolition of this law, people moved
from rural to urban areas, thus contributing to
the scarcity of resources in the cities.

With this argument accepted, the report
would be expected to mention an abundance
of resources in the rural areas. On the con-
trary, the reality is that schools in the
metropolitan areas are relatively well-off if
compared to those in the country, including
farm schools and those under the control of
the homelands.

The department claims a teacher-pupil
ratio of 1 to 34,5 in 474 public schools, a
figure which appears not to correspond with
the reality of overcrowded classrooms and
shortage of schools throughout the areas
under the jurisdiction of the DET.

Blamed

The report says that because of the poor
standard 10 resuits in 1989, the minister
ordered a thorough investigation into the
causes. The findings blamed the principals in
some schools who “manage their schools
poorly, without taking lead professionally”.

While the report does not cite the short-
age of textbooks and stationary as one of the
primary causes for the poor results, it blames
the lack of “competent management of text-
books and stationery™ to poor school man-
agement which, it says, is evidenced by
inability to carry out normal management
functions effectively.

The department acknowledges that a sig-
nificant number of pupils wrote standard 10
examinations despite being unprepared to do
so. The report mentioned that there are pupils
who do not stand a chance of being suc-
cessfully educated in certain standards and
are overcrowding classrooms.

However, the document does not explain
how those pupils happened to be in those
standards. It simply expresses concern that
“such pupils” presumably play a significant

Report
KS Tedc 1ers

A march on DET’s Johanneshurg regional offices, last year,
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demanding texbooks and stationery for school children - DET’s
report blames the shortage of these resources to “lack of
competent management” in schools.

part in the disruption of their colleague’s
learning opportunities.

“The great demand for education places
standards under pressure,” said the report.

“However, this is the one area in which, in
the interests of all, no compromises are pos-
sible.”

The report categorically states that stan-
dards may not “in any area whatsoever” be
lowered. It, however, does not suggest what

needs to be done or what it will do to pre-
serve high standards and meet the great
demand for education.

Nowhere in the mammoth document can
one read about the youth camps scandals and
a commission which enquired about them.

A thorough reading of the document clear-
1y suggest that the DET is itself in crisis and
unable to give proper account on the crisis in
education.

Mame

Schools in some areas of the trouble-torn
Northern Transvaal region failed to re-
open for the second term this week.

According to DET spokesperson Geoffrey
Makwakwa, 48 Mamelodi principals were
chased away from their schools by pupils this
week. The principals, all from secondary
schools, have not been operating in their
schools for the past three months.

Demand

They were allegedly chased away by mem-
bers of the Congress of South African Stu-
dents (Cosas) after the department failed to
meet their demand to provide stationery, text-
books, hiring more teachers and building more

schools.

In Atteridgeville, the spokesperson said, a
pamphlet was distributed last weekend urg-
ing students not to report to school on the
opening day. P A

VA =-2<414] -Pook M“m)

Attendance was poor in Soshanguve town-
ship, north of Pretoria.

The official did not say whether the under-
taking made by his department to close down
Mamelodi schools would be carried out.

The threat was made shortly before the end
of the first term and it was to be carried out at
the beginning of this term if the headmasters
were not allowed to resume their duties.

odi schools in TU@OH




————

DET- "abolition of influx control causes overcrowding”

Annual Re

q;wm) ale-2stl

I K\.mn\
he Department of Education
and Trammg s (DET) last
Yyear’s annual report has tak-
en several educationists by
surprise since it appeared to
lack objectivity in many areas.

According to the report, the overcrowd-
ing at schools is blamed to the abolition of
influx control. The department argues that
with the abolition of this law, people moved
from rurat to urban areas, thus contributing to
the scarcity of resources in the cities.

With this argument accepted, the report
would be expected to mention an abundance
of resources in the rural areas. On the con-
trary, the reality is that schools in the
metropolitan areas are relatively well-off if
compared to those in the country, including
farm schools and those under the control of
the homelands.

The department claims a teacher-pupil
ratio of 1 to 34,5 in 474 public schools, a
figure which appears not to correspond with
the reality of overcrowded classrooms and
shortage of schools throughout the areas
under the jurisdiction of the DET.

Blamed

The report says that because of the poor
standard 10 results in 1989, the minister
ordered a thorough investigation into the
causes. The findings blamed the principals in
some schools who “manage their schools
poorly, without taking lead professionally™.

While the report does not cite the short-

age of textbooks and stationary as one of the
primary causes for the poor results, it blames
the Jack of “competent management of text-
boks and stationery” to poor school man-
agement which, it says, is evidenced by
inability to carry out normal management
functions effectively.
The department acknowledges that a sig-
* nificant number of pupils wrote standard 10
examinations despite being unprepared to do
s0. The report mentioned that there are pupils :
who do not stand a chance of being suc- |
cessfully educated in certain standards and
are overcrowding classrooms. - .
However, the document does not explain
how those puplls happened to be in those
standards. It simply expresses concem that
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demanding texbooks and stationery for school children - DET’s
report blames the shortage of these resources to “lack of
competent management” in schools.

part in the disruption of their colleague’s
learning opportunities.

“The great demand for education places
standards under pressure,” said the report.

“However, this is the one area in which, in
the interests of all, no compromnises are pos-
sible.”

The report categorically states that stan-
dards may not “in any area whatsoever” be
lowered. It, however, does not suggest what

“such pupils” presumably play a significant

needs to be done or what it will do to pre-
serve high standards and meet the great '
demand for education.

Nowhere in the mammoth document can
one read about the youth camps scandals and
a commission which enquired about them,

A thorough reading of the document clear-
ly suggest that the DET is itself in crisis and
unable to give proper account on the crisis in
education




éL;ehowa college shut
iafter principal chased

sThe continued unraly behaviour
1of students who chased away
sthe principal of Maake Techni-
ical College in Lebowa has re-
!sulted in the indefinite closure
yof the institution.

! Education spokesman ER
1Maponya said he did not know
1about the closure.

1@ In Gazankulu, Tivumbeni Col-
ilege is still closed. In Bochum
idistrict, teachers at 141 schools
icontinued their sit-in, demand-
!ing the transfer of an inspector.
1@ The three-week boycott at
+Thabamoopa College of Educa-
4 rtion has ended,

/
More assaults on Soweto teachers
Show 1914 4) 22

Education Reporter

Tension is mounting in some
Soweto schools as pupils vent
their frustrations on teachers in
what could be a new style of in-
discriminate assaults.

Incidents of intimidation and
attacks on teachers have
plunged schools in some town-
ships into a deepening crisis.

The reopening of schools for
the second term this week has
seen widespread disruptions.

The principal and staff mem-
bers at Fidelitas High School in
Diepkloof were chased away
from school by pupils on Tues-

day and a teucher was seriously
injured when he was stabbed.

On Wednesday, the house of
the principal, Dineo Moatse,
was petrol-bombed.

“Students’ tactics tend to
spread from one school to the
other, and what happened at Fi-
deiitas may well happen else-
where,” said a Soweto teacher.

In Mofolo, the principal of
Emisebeni Primary School was
forced to suspend classes on
Wednesday after a group of
pupils attacked and assaulted
teachers indiscriminately.

The teachers had to “run for
dear life”




Chaos _at DET schools

By LULAMA LUT| v Pupils at Atteridgeville schools

N . stayed away for two days after Cosas
LAWLESSNESS marked the begin- gchrinytod pamphiets calling on them
ning of the second term at Departemnt \ 0t 1o go to school,

of Education and Training schools, and ™™ A ¢ Monde Primary school in Katle-

the morale of teachers and pupils s at \pong 12 teachers - all members of
a low ebb. W

\Sadtu — were suspended.
Members of both the Congress of _ The Daveyton College of Education
South African Students (Cosas) and N and the KwaNdebele College of Edu-
the South African Democratic Teach-  cation were also closed this week.

ers’ Union (Sadtu) have been cited as A fteacher at Fidelitas High in
being in the forefront of unruly behay- Diepkloof, Soweto, was stabbed by
four in affected areas. pupils inside the school.

inci oth Mamelodi High = The national students’ i

aml; ?l;g]l){:l:aa]t{ilgh gm,o'}':!: Mamgel: \) conference, which was to be held this

lodi, Pretoria, were chased away from " , collapsed due to ideologica
schools, allegedly by Cosas bers.  differences between participants,




THE Katlehong branch

Dontprovokgc Wteact;prs says Cos @
teach normallf, 32

SA Press Association ]

of the Congress of South
African Students has
warned it would take
radical action unless

puplls’ demands were
met,
The warning came in

a stat issued by
the organisation on Sat-
urday.

Saying it would ¢“def-
end the process of in-

tensive teaching and
- learning”, the branch
urged all pupils in the
East Rand township to
return to school,

It said teachers had
been provoked and were
therefore unable to

B~ 7N

Provocation, Cosas
said, included the
suspension of 16 tea-
chers from various
schools, charges being
laid against a further
140 for an alleged sit-in,
and court action against
four members of the
South African Demo-
cratic Teachers Union.

The organisation
demanded an end to the *
intimidation of teachers;:
the appointment of an
independent commission
of inquiry, that charges
against teachers be with-
drawn, and that susp-
ended teachers be
reinstated.

Fir oS R ip et




DET (o spgpd R28m

DEPARTMENT of Education and
Training (DET) director-general
Bernhard Louw yesterday announced
‘that an extra R28m had been allocat-
ed for the creation of new teaching
posts.

This was in dddition to a special
R53m grant that the DET obtained
fof the urgent creation of 1500 new
posts at the beginning of the year.

However, Louw said, the new posts
would not eliminate the shortage of
teachers throughout the country.
Thiere would still be backlogs in each.
of:the DET’s eight regions.

. TANIA LEVY

The additional posts would help re-
lieve pressure in some areas, but
would not be enough to keep pace
with the rapid growth in pupil num-
bers, he said.

A DET spokesman said the depart-
ment could not give exact figures for
the backlogs until it knew precisely
how many new. posts would be
created with the R28m.

The depariment still had to finalise
how many posts there would be in
each of the eight regions. Details

ould be given later, he said.
About R3m of the R28m would be
used to create posts at technical
colleges.

Money spent on new posts includes
salaries and the state’s contributions
to pension and medical aid schemes.

Participation in the home-owners’
allowance scheme is included for
those eligible.

The DET spends about 90% of its
R3bn a year budget on salaries. At
present it employs about 60000
teacfhing and educational support
staff,
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East Rand prmmpau

meet DET official

THE 41 Kaiiefiong princi-
puls “‘sent” by teachers
to negotiate *‘burning is-
sues”’ with the authorities
yesterday reported at the
Department of Education
and Training offices in
Alberton for the second
day.

The DET said they
could not guarantee that
effective teaching. was
taking place in the ab-
sence of principals.

1t said Monde Primary

By MOKGADI
PELA

School, where 16 teachers
had been suspended, was
running  smoothly with
the principal present.

In nearby Tokoza
schooling had returned to
normal with ail the princi-
pals at their schools.

On Monday a DET
spokesman said that prin-
cipais had been expelled
by teachers belonging to

the South African Demo-
cratic Teachers Union,
The Sadtu denied this.

A Sadtu spokesman
said principals had them-
selves  *‘decided  they
would not return to school
as they were negotiating
burning  issues  with
DET".

Meanwhile, an urgent
meeting on the education
crisis in Katlehong is to
be convened by the
Azanian Students Con-

wﬁﬂ
vention in Soweto at 1pm
on Sunday,

ASC publicity secre-
tary, Mr Sipho Maseko,
said the meeting would be
held at Ipelegeng Com-
munity Centre‘in Jabavu.

He said delegates from
Cosas, Sansco, Paso,
Sadtu, Black Educa-
tionists Convention and
the Azamian Swudents
Movement would be in-
vited,

The DET would not be
invited.

B



JOHANNESBURG. — An
urgent meeting on the
education crisis in the
East Rand township of
Katlehong, where 42
school principals are re-
ported to have been ex-
pelled in the past month,
is to be convened by Aza-
po’s youth wing, the
Azanian Students Con-
vention, on Sunday.
Delegates from the
Congress of SA Students,
the SA National Stu-
dents’ Congress, the Pan
Africanist Students’ Or-
ganisation, the National
Education Co-ordinati

42 sch
princip
expelle
Meeting
St e

cratic forces”.

The SA Democratic
Teachers’ Union yester-
day denied reports that

principals had been

Committee, the SA
Democratic Teachers’
Union and the Black
Educationists’ Conven-
tion had been invited,
said Mr Sopho Maseko,
ASC publicity secretary.

He said the Depart-
ment of Education and
Training had not been
invited as it was “a bu-
reaucratic organisation
whose interests are an-
tagonistic to the demo-

expelled.

SADPTU’s Johannes-
burg branch secretary,
Mr Thabiso Matea, said
the principals them-
selves had decided they
would not return to their
schools.

They resolved to con-
tinue negotiating with
the Department of Edu-
cation and Training on
“burning issues”.

The Alberton area offi-

cer of the DET, Mr Daan
Theron, said meetings
between principals and
the directorate concern-
ing “internal business
ffairs” were in pro-
‘gress.

Commenting on the
ET’s suspension of
principals, Mr Theron
said: “They did not want
to teach — we had no
choice but to suspend
them. It is not necessary
to give a reason.”

The DET’s 1990 annual
report, released recent-
ly, said more than 200
educators were prevent-
ed from working at black
schools for differing
periods last year because
of protests and disrup-
tions — and the property
of at least 240 teachers,
principals and inspec-
tors had been damaged.

“Through patient dia-
logue and negotiation,
most of these educators
were able to fill their
posts again by the end of
the year.” — Sapa




Rand princip
'DET official

" By MOKGADI |
PELA

School, where 16 teachers
had been suspended, was
running smoothly with
the principal present.

In nearby Tokoza
schooling had returned to
normal with all the princi-
pals at their schools.

On Monday a DET
spokesman said that prin-
cipals had been expelled
by teachers belonging to

the South African Demo-
cratic Teachers Union,
The Sadtu denied this.

A Sadtu spokesman
said principals had them-
selves  ‘‘decided they
would not return to school
as they were negotiating
bumning  issues  with
DET”".

Meanwhile, an urgent
meeting on the education
crisis in Katlehong is to
be convened by the
Azanian Students Con-

pals

”MW\’\
vention in Soweto at Ipm
on Sunday.

ASC publicity secre-
tary, Mr Sipho Maseko,
said the meeting would be
held at Ipelegeng Com-
munity Centre*in Jabavu.

He said delegates from
Cosas, Sansco, Paso,
Sadtu, Black Educa-
tionists Convention and
the Azanian  Students
Movement would be in-
vited.

The DET would not be
invited,
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Apartheid.to blame say callers

CALLERS o the have Verwoerdian ideas. said children would suffer

Sowetan/Radio Metro
Talkback programme yes-
terday expressed concern
at the disruption of learn-
ing in black areas but
were divided over who
was to blame for the
chaos.

Some told Radio
Metro DJ Tim Modise

apartheid was responsible -

for the crisis while others
blamed black principals
for ‘'not doing anything

to address the problems
like shortage of books™”.
One caller blamed
what he called arrogant
elements in the student
community,

Mzimhlope, suggested
that nation-building had
to be re-applied. He said
he was opposed to the
idea of pupils evaluating
teachers or taking control
of the school administra-
tion.

He said pupils should
be subjected to the au-
thority of teachers.

Jabu Hlakula of Wit-
bank condemned the ac-
tions of principals *‘who

“Although black prin-
cipals are not responsible
for apartheid education,
their inaction is worrying.
They should be part and
parcel of the teachers in
their struggle,”” he said.

Sizwe of Emdeni said
he was extremely worried
by ‘the intransigence of
the Government in refus-
ing to change the educa-
tion system.

Richard of Natalspruit

the consequences of (he
‘“‘chalk  downs” em-
barked upon by teachers.

He urged teachers 1o
go back to their classes.
He said the DET was
right to have suspended
the 16 teachers at Monde
Lower Primary School,

““If they are not
serious about their jobs,
there are many people out
there who will take their
place,”” he added.




EFFECTIVE teaching in Katlehong could

fatleﬁong SC %%) s hit
by pr1n01pals’ 131on

WILSON ZWANE

not be guaranteed after 42 principals were
expelled from their schools this week, the
%epartment of Education and Training

(DET) said yesterday.

DET spokesman J H Booysen said al-
though teachers and pupils were at their
respective schools in the East Rand town-
ship, effective learning could not be guar-
anteed “in the absence of principals”.

He added that of the 42 principals who
were allegedly expelled by s of the
SA Democratic Teachers’ Union {Sadtu) on
Monday, only one had returned.

Sadtu spokesman Thabiso Matea denied
reports that his organisation had been
instrumental in expelling the principals.

Matea said the principals themselves
had decided not to return to their schools
as they were negotiating with the DET.

He said the present crisis could be

at the Monde Lower Primary School in
| Katlehong were suspended by the DET for

traced back to March 18, when 16 teachers

alleged insubordination.

The issue was discussed at a meeting
between Katlehong principals and Sadtu
on.the same day. But a large delegation of
teachers due to meet the DET directorate
in the Alberton area office were charged
with trespassing and disturbing the peace
after the police were called. °

DET official for the Alberton area Daan
Theron said meetings between the princi-
pals and the DET concerning “internal
business affairs” were in progress.

Meanwhile, DET northern Transvaal
spokesman Geoffrey Makwakwa warned
that a concerted effort by parents and the
Congress of SA Students (Cosas) was need-
ed to prevent a total breakdown of educa-
tion in Mamelodi. '

National Education Co-ordinating Com- |
mittee (NECC) official Arnon Msani told a
media briefing yesterday that his organi-
sation needed the DET’s co-operation to
resolve the education crisis.




Now E Rand principais out of classes

Couelin 23]l
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kombis were hijacked
Alexandra.

seen since.

He said before Sunday’s incident,

12 of his

in Soweto and one in

In one of the hijacks in Soweto last year, his only
son, Mpho, was shot dead before the robbers drove
away with his brand-new kombi which has not been

Police have recovered two of the minibuses.

Police spokesman Colonel Jacques de Vries said
the SAP sympathised with Veziwe over the loss of
his son and also his vehicles.

“‘I invite him to call me personally at telephone
980-8126 to make an appointment so that we can see
what we can do to help him.””

e s

more schools

CHAOS reigned in Katlehong and
Tokoza schools on the East Rand yes-
terday when all principals were chased
away. )

A Department of Education and Training
spokesman said the principals had gathered at the
office of the DET’s area manager in Alberton. He
said, however, teachers and pupils remained in
class.

Earlier reports said the principals had been expelled
by teachers belonging to the South African Democratic
Teachers Union.

But Mr Oupa Mpetha of Sadtu’s Soweto branch said
an executive member of an East Rand branch had told
him that principals had not been expelled but had been

By MOKGADI PELA, ALINAH DUBE

‘What do you think of teachers and principals being

sent to negotiate with the DET on behalf of the dis-
missed teachers, those who are being sued w:a those
who are on trial for trespassing.

The DET spokesman said the action against the
principals was related to the suspension of 16 teachers
at Monde Lower Primary School in Katlehong. The
teachers were suspended for allegedly violating their
conditions of service.

Trespassing

Classes were disrupted at Katlehong schools on Fri-
day when teachers left their schools to attend a Sadtu
meeting, according to the DET.

The Katlehong branch of the Congress of South Af-
rican Students has said the suspension of the 16

hased out of schools? Let the nation hear your
opinion. Telephone Radio Metro DJ Tim Modise
today and talk to him live between 4.30 and Spm.-
The hotline number is 714-8063. Listen to the
Sowetan/Radio Metro Talkback programme on me-
diumwave 576 KhZ.

teachers and the laying of charges against 140 others
for trespassing was provocative.

Cosas has demanded an independent commission of
inquiry; that charges against the teachers be withdrawn
and that suspended teachers be reinstated.

Meanwhile, the DET yesterday warned that educa-
tion was about to collapse in Mamelodi. The warning

AR
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Mandela’s
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From Page 1

was issued by Mr Job Schoeman, regional chief direc-
tor. for-the Northern Transvaal schools, following the
expulsion of principals by pupils in the township.

Schoeman said that unless every concerned parent
and organisation helped to deal with the total break-
down in discipline, education would collapse com-
pletely “‘with disastrous consequences for the com-
munity as a whole””.

He said “‘vague and unsubstantiated”” allegations
concerning the misuse of funds were put forward as
some of the reasons for chasing away principals.

“The fact that pupils have confiscated records
makes any investigation of complaints impossible, This
has led to a chaotic situation where pupils are usurping
the authority of their parents and are meting out kanga-
roo justice at will.”

The Azanian People’s Organisation has called on
pupils- at the strife-torn PHL Moraka Comprehensive
High School in Majaneng, Hammanskraal, to return fo
classes while their grievances are being addressed.

Head of Azapo’s education secretariate, Dr
Gomolemo Mokae, said problems at the school centred
on the demand for an SRC.

At an Azapo meetmg at the Seshego community hail
on Sunday, the “‘seeming use of chalk downs by
teachers as a first strategy of dealing with the depart-
ment’s intransigence’’ was condemned,

The meeting resolved that Azapo, Azasco and
Azasm should convené a meeting of teachers and the
community of Bochum to look into the problem which
had affected 141 schools.

In:Bochum teachers under Sadtu stopped teaching
last Monday, demanding the transfer of school in-
spector Mr NT Ntthane. They also demanded that
photocopying facilities at the circuit be made available
for free use by the public. Teachers resolved al the
weekend to go back to class and would review the

situation on Thursday.
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Schools crisis looms after suspension of more teachers

By Phil Ee_onmg J._J ~

Education Reporter

A serious breakdown in scligel-
ing is looming in the East Rand
townships of Katlehong and To-
koza following the suspension of
two more teachers and the al-
leged expulsion of all principals
in the area from their schools.

A spokesman for the East
Rand branch of the SA Demo-

cratic Teachers Union (Sadtu)
said yesterday that classes had
stopped at several schools in
the area as pupils and teachers
d ded the reinst t of
suspended teachers.

The two teachers, Thabiso
Matiea and John Chiloane, were
served with suspension letters
on Monday signed by DET re-
gional chief director Hans
Booysen.

conditions of serviee.
. EX1Y

This follows the suspension of
16 teachers at Monde Primary

School in Katlehong two weeks |

ago for allegedly violating their

A Katlehong teacher, did
not want to be named, said
some teachers were considering
embarking on a ‘“chalk-down”
strike should the DET not re-in-
state the suspended teachers.

Mr Booysen said as far as he

was concérned the situation ..
was normal at all mnrow_m in the S

area. .

Sadtu denied reports that
prineipals had been chased
away, saying the headmasters
had agreed to thé teachers’ re-
quest to negotiate the reinstate-
ments with the officials and re-
turn to school only after the
DET had responded positively.
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EDUCATION

Qme ﬂum ?Emm in order

seemed less a problem of getting stu-
SRR . dents 10 school, and mere one of get-
principals were o:ﬂmn from - . . . . . .- - s - them 10 see the point of learning at
their schools this week, L oot e L - . .Ew ]
PORTIA MAURICE found . m<n= Cosas, which has come under
the community divided over how fire for the behaviour of its members in
to deal with flawed education

CURTAIN of silence is
drawn in Alberton’s small
Department of Education
and Training offices. Thir-
ty-odd principals sit holed
up in one of its rooms, en-

Ton Mwela, the organisation's general
secretary. “They may be going to
school, but they begin to roam the

common concern that no “proper
schooling™ was taking place.

The crisis m Mamelodi mirrors that in
Katlchong, although there the 48 prin-
4 cipals were expelied last term by st-
dents themseives. Three principals are
still not back, and this week the DET

. . = said the township faced a “total break-
Gagged ... are being pi trom out down in discipline” and that Cosas

pupils. But the public does not have the
right to listen in.

At the beginning of this week, 41
principals in Katlehong on the East
Rand were ousted from their schools {J
and instructed to report to the DET of-

fices to secure the demands of their

communities. Yet all attemps by this oo 7 F..n_ forcibly

reporter Lo penetrate the bureaucratic  yy, auhough it is midday. “They are the leaders of the schools  bee raising allegati i

web, speak 10 the school heads and - A reaches interviewed by The Weelly — thoy must get he house in ordes,” e Sy she 10g0,2 _Pupls had advan aoﬂw@ﬁﬁw
ravel through them this bizarre situa- - payl s insistent, though, thal school-  said the teacher. From the outside, Monde certainly Soroaca alegalions conceming mis.

tion were met with hostility from local  jng in the area is “super-normal”, al-  Besides facilities required for ESE appears a disciplined school. And ;o qrye despite the fact that they had

- departmental officials. though the principals “are missed”. He  ing, the of the clearly, ity seniiment inKatle- yeon gy dited, said DET Northern

“What I can do for you isoffer youa  says the staff at Alafang High School sults from disciplinary action \aken hong is divided over sirategies to deal
cup of tea, and thar’s 2ll,” 2n OBVIOUSY  wcre he is basce is working very hard against teachers. vopmwa.wc% of about wil flavwed education, ,_mwﬁﬁu_ nmm_mu& nE_ M‘meﬂnﬂww
vexed Daan Theron, assistant DET di-  fer 2 full school day, but that iearming 140 teachers arrested after protestingat ~ “The teachers should not demand pemat. bl
rector of the Alberton area, old me i 4/ij] not be normalised until the DET  he Alberton DET office last month, 16 what they want from the parents and plaints fmpossi
0o uncentain terms before { had even  meers the community’s demands for - were suspended from the Monde Pri-  principal — they must go to their em- Despite allegations that Cosas mem-
mewEwn my business in his office. more teachers and textbooks. rmary School in Katlehong and a further  ployer, the deparment,” said the vice- bers were being “ungovernable” —
"You are not allowed to speak 10 the  Frystrated by educational problems  two, members of the Katlehong Co- chairman of the interim school commit- reminiscent of the 1985-86 era of
principals. They are not allowed 10 on the ground to which there seem 10 ordinating Committee, were suspend- - tee, who did not wamt 1o be named “for school politics — and apparently con-
make press statements.” * end, a host of organisations — the 10~ e this week. The DET says the teach-  security reasons™. tradicting calls by its sister “adult” or-
A sirmple question to the black circuit  cal civic association, Sadt, the ANC,  ers repeatedly failed to be punctual; left ~ He believes the suspended teachers ganisations for students to return to
inspector who had escorted me in and  the Congress of South African Sti-  he school campus without the approv- g0t what they deserved. “We want our school, Mwela is adamant that Cosas
out of his superior's office: “Can you denis (Cosas) — called parents, stu- al of the principal; held moctings during  kids t learn, under amy ircumsiances, 15 201 10 control its members.
tell me how many schools there a%e in - dents and educators 10 meeting at the funch-time; disrupted approved exami-  We stand firm on this point” he said, *Our locals all have the right 1o take
Katlehong?”, was met with: “No, 00, Karlchong High School on Sunday. It nation programmes; failed to process At other schools in Kallehoag, it progressive action appropriate to the
you see, if you ask me questions like was there — CONITary [0 Press Iepons end-of-year results, and refused to seems, the sitation varies. Smdents  Situation in the township,” said Mwe-
that, you will get me into trouble.” that they were chased by students —  obey the directives of the DET. loiter in the playground, some are inthe 12, although he could not cormment on
Oné cannot help but wonder what ihay principals were “requested” [0 Sadm spokesman Thulas Nxesi says ~ classroom, and in other cases teachers  the specifics of the Mamelodi problem
there is to hide. present demands 1o the DET office in - however that the teachers were all un-  relax beneath the trees. That discipline  2nd said it would be resolved as soon
In Katlchong itself, young girls i Alberton, and not return unil these had - ion members and had been isolaied as  has broken down, there can be no  as possible.
mini-gymslips roam the sireets casual-  been met “rrouble-makers” because they had doubt. The education crisis this week  “There are no differences between
ourseives and the ANC, but Cosas is
an independent and autonomous or-
ganisation,” he said. “If the ANC

K - rospec - | makes a resolution, we will evaluate
the establishment of primary focus will be on re- ca in Durban on May 23. ider i i
but restrictions remain different instiuions along racial lines. i e rmtional . For funther mfomaation, contact Dr | 210 consider it, but we will take our

WTHE abolition of the “quota” sys- It said the poor standard of black edu- Joban van Zijl, executive director of ]
tem will not mean university education cation, the reswictive points system.  Sadity spreads its wings  the Education Foundation, at (031) The DET was not available to com-
is more accessible to black stdents, high fees and insufficient or non- WTHE S N . 3052401, ‘ment on the crisis, but announced this
the National Union of South African existent academic support were other- outh African Democratic week that it would, in the current finan-

id thi; Teachers” Union launched its Western cial year, be providing an extra R28-
Spdens Sald s ek, ing to LiSiors which rosiicied the access of Cape region at the Universiy of the Slow start for ILC milljon for the reation of teaching
5 i ‘estern Cape last weekend. WTHE Intensive posts. This is in addition to the R53-
D e e oY UCT honours Sachs Approximately 300 teachers lisiened L Ductsive Loaming Campelen of | 2 ion budgeted for the costs of 1 500
Pienaar that section 25 of the Univer- 10 the keynote address by Sadtn Presi- - Comminge is taking root very slowly, | Posts created at the beginning of the

sities Act — which was meant (0 con- I>H..w_n>2 National Congress con- dent Sheperd Mdadlana, who Spoke Narional fen inator Si- | year.

rof the of black specialist Alble Sachs, an y about the ho Blose said tition had begun i the | *“The additional posts will help in re-
smdenss — would be scrapped. alumnus of the c::ﬁ“% o*_._nwvn teachers faced counmrywide. Woaﬁ_.: Cape, Natal, parts of Pie- | lieving pressure anWﬂE uﬂu,ﬂ:. the
Describing the move as “tinkering 10Wn. has been appointed an cMO tershurg and the Western Cape, but in | backlog experienced due to the rapid
with apartheid”, Nusas said the quota &Y v.d?w%ﬂ,___w EN»:E<5=< sDe- Focus on colleges other areas there was “nothing going } growth in pupil numbers will, howev-
sysiern was never formally implement. Bartment of blic Law. WTHE Education Foundation, a non- on”. He said the ILC “had not really | er, not be eliminated. There will stifl be

The university announced this week ooy non-aligned st established in - been able to reach students”, but the | a shortage of teaching posts,” said DET

Rgnu:mm omgdﬁﬁw against it ni would be for five
is appowLment wou April last vear. 35 to host a workshop NECC was working on the problem. | director general Dr Bembard Louw.

2 eroanoan e sow-
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By LEN KALANE and LULAMA LUTI

THE curtain has once again fallen on
black education as pupils take control
of schools, resulting in anarchy and
chaos.

The country is again bracing itself
for what could be another disastrous
year in education.

Two weeks after schools reopened
for the second term, uncertainty and
chaos is rife at most schools in the
PWYV area.

More principals are being chased
out of schools by their own pupils and
disruptions, sit-ins and stayaways are
continuing.

The Department of Education and
Training (DET) has described the sce-
nario as “hopeless” and predicts a high
failure rate at the end of the year.

The DET blames the pupils for the
crisis.

DET chief spokesman in Pretoria,
Corrie Rademeyer, said:.“We have
good attendances at most schools. But
that is only superficial. One is not
always sure that meaningful education
is taking place. Students come and go
at will.”

‘Where to in bla a
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dren should first be disciplined by their
parents to learn fo be cbedient,” said
Prof E’skia Mphabhlele, director of the
Council for Black Education and Re-
search, ‘

He told City Press the so-called
crisis was an intensive form of what
had been going in black education for
years.

However, Mphahlele feels the gov-
ernment cannot continually be blamed
for the situation, and said black chil-
dren had mere to lose by not getting
educated.

“It’s wrong to keep on saying apart-
beid is responsible. I think a major
fault les with us. When Bantu Educa-
tion was invented we as teachers should
have prepared ourselves to give chil-
dren more than what the syllabus was
offering,” he said.

Mpahlele suggested that the answer
lay with teachers’ organisations mobi-
lising tk into a pressure group

top are
blaming parents for the crisis.

“Charity begins at home and chil-

that would meet and talk to pupils as
human beings.

Head of the prestigious Pace Com-
mercial College and former Wits Uni-
versity mathematician, Prof Tham-
sanga Khambule, said he blamed par-

ttie?

for the mayhem at schools, and Azas-
co’s general secretary Raselepe Nthe-
ledi said they were extremely con--
cerned at the complicity of Sadtu in the-
education crisis.
Azasco said bodies such as Sadtu
must realise that their tactic of using-
pupils to fight teachers was nm:.:um:-
tal to the black community.
Ntheledi said they had :-?::u:o:
that Sadtu was behind the chasing-

225
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The organisation’s Katlehong
branch said teachers had been pro-
voked and were therefore unable to
teach normaily.

ents and teachers for the in
education.

“When children feel insecure they
want to take control of their destiny
and pandemonium takes place.

“While parents feel they can no
longer control their children, teachers
have befriended these children to the
extent that they feel they are their
equals.”

The Congress of South African Stu-
dents (Cosas), however, blames the au-
thorities.

Cosas has warned that unless the
demands of pupils were addressed,
radical action would be taken to “de-
fend the process of intensive teaching
and learning”.

The warning came in a statement
issued by Cosas, which also urged
pupils in East Rand townships to re-
turn to school.

P luded the suspensi
of 16 teachers from various schools,
charges being laid against a further
140 for an alleged sit-in, and court
action against four members of the
South African Democratic Teachers
Union.

The National Education Co-Ordin-
ating Committee has also blamed
authorities for the education crisis.

Mass enrolment at schools this year
has resuited in limited resources being
pushed to the limit, said the NECC.

“Most pupils have not yet received
textbooks, teachers often teach a class
of over 100 pupils and in many areas
there has been no effective learning
since the beginning of the year,” the
NECC said.

The Azanian Students Convention
(Azasco) blames the South African
Democratic Teachers Union (Sadtu)

away of the Katlehong principals from
their schools.

Iosﬁmq. Sadtu has denied reports_
that the union had GG@:Q_ 42 princi
pals from six schools in Katlehong,.
Sadtu’s Johannesburg bramnch secre-
tary Thabiso Matea said the principals
themselves had decided they would not
return to their schools.

On Monday another two _u:._n:uw_m
were suspended by the DET. This
brings the number c.. :.owm m:m_umua&
to 18. .w .

Alberton area c..nnm_. om the UH.H

the principals and the department, con-
cerning “internal business affairs”,
were in progress. \

Theron said: “They did not. want to
teach — we had no choice but to sus-
pend them.”

Professor Thamsanqa Kha
{hamboie)
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of the SADe e Force (SADF) and told

News

HE future of about 300 stu-

dents at Tivambeni College of

Education in Gazankulu is in

jeopardy since the institution

was closed indefinitely more
than a month ago.

The crisis started at the beginning of the
year when students forwarded a list of
demands to the college management. The
demands included the resignation of the col-
lege chancellor, adoption of the Students” Rep-
resentative Council (SRC) constitution, bet-
ter accommodation facilities and greater
community involvement in the running of the

college. ED’.+ B N»J\Sf '

According to SRC spokesperson, Doctor
Sibiya, the management refused to meet the
demands and told the students that the list had
been forwarded to the college council.

Ironically, Sibiya said, the council referred
the SRC 1o the Department of Education and
Training (DET), although the college is under
the jurisdiction of the Gazankulu education
department.

The students embarked on a sit-in in the
administrative offices of the college in protest
against the council’s refusal to meet their
demands. Some two days later, they were
reportedly evicted by the police and members

that the college was being closed down.

More than five teacher training colleges at
various centres in the country have been
closed down and re-opened since the begin-
ning of this year. There are mounting fears
that this could be a new strategy by the author-
ities to deal with any protests against the
administration.

However, educationists have suggested that
education structures should counter the clo-
sures or prevent them altogether, while their
battles are in progress.

Mel Holland, the National Education Co-
ordinating Commitiee (NECC) information

mbeni

officer said her organisation, which is a forum
of teachers’, students’ and parents’ bodies,
had not adopted any position on the closures.

“We leave that to our components, local
and regional. Adopting a national position
would have the effect of undermining the
building of organisation at the local level,”
said Holland.

The NECC has, however, been criticised
for “lack of visibility” at grassroots level, and
its inability to address the crisis at that level
may contribute to making progressive organ-
isations in the community lose confidence in
the NECC.
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SBIC shares. Purchases were made through
Rembrandt’s usual brokers, and no special
effort was made to conceal the identity of the
buyer. Rupert has confirmed Rembrandt
was buying the shares and has said the buy-
ing programme has ended. It seems the pur-
pose was less to accumulate a strategic inter-
est than to send a message to Gordon: two
can play the same game.

Gordon confirms that his relationship with
Rembrandt (and the Ruperts) has cooled.
“We still visit each other socially,” he says.
“But their going with Absa does change
things a little.”

But Rembrandt was not the only buyer.
Liberty, too, started buying SBIC shares,
presumably in an effort to ensure its own
position would not be weakened. In total it
bought “less than 0,5%,” though this was
before the price surge. Gordon says Mutual
was also a buyer, and was responsible for
most of the trading at around RS0 a share.

The trade in the tightly held SBIC share
was hectic, with the buyers showing little
regard for fundamental value. SBIC chair-
man Henri de Villiers readily concedes that
the price was being pushed to demanding
levels and remains so, as the current price is
around R45.

Given the uncertainties that suddenly
arose, much of this trading — which during
March only added up to about 2,1% of
SBIC’s issued shares — may well have been

defensive. The same may be said of the
blocked proposal at last week’s AGM.
Where relationships had long been comfort-
able, and based on cosy understandings, sud-
denly all is fluid and “understandings” are
no longer enough.

It may equally be thought that there was
more to it than prudence, and there are well-
founded concerns that a definite game plan
is being pursued. Attractions in SBIC are
plain: it is a profitable, well-managed bank-
ing group that could be the key to the control
of Liberty in the fong term — though that is
not guaranteed.

Gordon confirms that some years ago he
decided SBIC should have the right to ap-
point his successor as executive chairman of
Liberty. That, with SBIC’s 50% stake in the
Liberty pyramid company, Liblife Control-
ling Corp (Pty), will ensure the banking
group will have considerable influence in the
assurer. But it will not necessarily acquire
outright shareholding control.

Liblife Controlling Corp is held equally by
SBIC and the listed Liberty Investors (Lib-
vest). Should Gordon retire or die, the family
trust retains control of Libvest. This com-
pany has the right to request SBIC to sefl its
shares in Liblife Controlling Corp to Libvest;
but if that right was triggered, then SBIC
would have the choice of either accepting
this or taking out Libvest’s shares at that
price. However, Libvest is the only party that

LEADING ARTICLES

could initiate this mechanism.

Speaking after the SBIC shareholders’
meeting, Gordon left no doubt that he wants
to see Liberty’s position strengthened fur-
ther. “What needs to be reinforced is that
there can’t be interference from outsiders in
terms of our relationship with SBIC,” he
says. “We are almost there now.”

Just how secure he would like to make that
relationship, and what options have been
considered, were not explained. Apart from
Liberty’s own stake in SBIC of 33%-odd, and
the 1% held by Libvest, Gordon believes the
5% held by the Standard Bank Group Pen-
sion Fund would be voted with Liberty (and
the SBIC board) in any showdown, as would
the 2,6% held by SBIC Executive Invest-
ment Trust — adding up to a secure-looking
figure of about 41%. To threaten control
seriously, the next three largest sharchotders
(Mutual, Rembrandt and GFSA) would
have to act together.

De Villiers contends there is no special
significance in the size of the share issue.
The value of the issue was planned at about
R1,2bn, but was lifted to about R2bn by the
surge in the price. The stated purpose was to
provide capital for future growth, for the
plan launched this year to issue scrip in lieu
of dividends, and for issue of shares to man-
agement under the share option scheme.
While no specific proposals to finance
growth through issue of shares are being
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East Ramhal‘f{-\down threat

Teackers at trouble-torn branch deputy chairman |
Katlehong  and Tokoza Mandu Chiloane said the
schoots on the East Rand prmcipals had been sent
may embark on @ to the DET to present
«chali-down” strike  their demands. 1f they
should the DET not meet  did not come hack with 2
their demands this week, satistactory response, »
ap official of the §A  teachers would consider
Democratic Teachers' drastic measures, includ-
Union (Sadtu) said yes- ing & wuohalk-down”
terday. strike. — cation Re-
Sadtu  East Rand  porter( 3 )




Sadtu slams m
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form new teact

THE South African Democratic
Teachers’ Union (Sadtu) has slammed
moves to form a new teacher body in
opposition to the organisation.
According to Sadtu assistant general
secretary, Thulas Nxesi, the Teachers’
Federal Council (TFC), which had an
exclusively white membership, has been
involved in unity talks with the Transvaal
United African Teachers’ Association
(Tuata) and other bodies who have
refused to join forces with Sadtu.
Tuata, an affiliate of the African Teach-

‘W

ers Association of South Africa (Atasa)
has refused to follow its mother body
into Sadtu, accusing the new organisa-
tion of lacking professionalism.

The TFC has decided to become non-
racial, and a new body emanating from
the unity of the TFC, Tuata and other
teacher organisations is expected some-
time this year. According to unofficial
reports, the organisations involved are
currently discussing a draft constitution,

Sadtu fears that the authorities might
be delaying recognitior: of their union to
give the TFC-led body an opportunity
to be broadened and properly constitut-
ed.

Delaying

Nxesi said the depariment of national
education was “playing delaying tactics”
by not recognising Sadtu.

“They asked us to present details of
our membership and our code of con-
duct. But we feel that recognition should
come first, so that we can have stop
orders and they can see how many mem-
bers Sadtu represents,” said Nxesi.

Nxesi said it was ironic that some of

! the organisations that formed Sad were

individually recognised by various edu-
cation departmentswho were were now
refusing to recognise Sadtu.

He said the education departments’
failure to recognise Sadtu would result in
a crisis, since there were issues that need-
ed 1o be negotiated as soon as recogni-
tion had been finalised.

“We have the issue of inspectors who,
in some areas, are not being allowed to
visit schools. We agreed with the depart-
men that the role of inspectors and sub-
ject advisers needs to be redefined joint-
ly with the department, so as to address
the confrontation between them and
teachers,” he said.

Instead, he said, when teachers refused
to submit to the inspectors and subject
advisers, they were suspended and
charged with misconduct.

Nxesi said: “We are not saying that
inspectors should cease to exist. All we
want is a clear definition of their tasks.

Ves tO
er body

2ly — 249} .

We have seen, in the past, inspectors
being uscd by the department to harass
teachers who were against some of the
teaching methods of the department.

“We do not want this to continue. We
want to ensure that the new conditions in
the country are felt in the teaching pro-
fession as well.”

Thulas Nxesi, Sadtu assistant
general secretary: “We want to
ensure that the new conditions

in the country are felt in the
teaching profession as well.”

Education
information centre
to open soon

The Soweto Education Co-ordinating Com-'
mittee (SECC) is planning to open an infor-
mation centre within the next six weeks to help
the community with education matters,

SECC spokesperson David Maepa told New
NATION that the establishment of the centre
will be made possible by the donation of a
computer.

Data on private schools, institutions offering
bursaries, addresses of tertiary institutions
and career guidance will be stored in the com-
puter.
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A NEW national proféssional teachérs’ body based on

ommitment to a non-aligned and non-discriminatory
system of education has been proposed by ediicationists
and academics.. C\pies> 2519\ - !

The proposal ‘was made at a meeting held in Cape
Town recently, attended by represéntatives of 14 associ-
ations ~ including the Transvaal United African Teach-
ers: Association (Tuata),

The jations from througt South Africa re-
‘presented about 14 000 teachers of all races and includ-
ing teachers from Afrikaans and English schools.

pok for the. fations said after the
meeting: “Recognising that the development of our
country is fundamentally dependent upon the quality of
education provided to our citizens, the associations that
were represented believe they should unite in their
efforts to contribute effectively to the quality of the
present education system- and the profession of teach-
ers.”

He said the associations had therefore proposed the
formation of a national body based on commitment to a
non-aligned and non-discriminatory system of educa-
tion.

The body will embrace the following principles: !
B The inalienable right of every child to quality educa-
tion within an equitable and non-discriminatory system
of education. .

B A high level of;professionalism from all teachers.
B The enhancemént of all asnects of the working life of .
the teacher.

In order to achieve the above this national body shall
be:

B Non-racial, independent, aut nen-aligned

politically, and prepared to work with parents, commu-

nities and other bodies in the quest for excellence in

education, .

& Committed to effective negotiations with the authori-
ties on conditions of service, and involved in the develop-

ment of all aspects of education policy and planning.




Big bucks\or
9T
new t ers

ANOTHER  R28-mil-
tion will be provided by
the DET for new teach-
ing posts this year.
About R3-million of
this has been earmarked
for new teaching posts at
technical colleges. The
rest will provide for new
teaching posts at

schools. C\} yom

The R2\millm\%§‘§
to the R53-miilion set
aside for 1500 new
posts as announced in
January.

However, this would
still not solve the teacher
shortage at schools and
technical colleges;  the
DET said. — Sapa




HE AFTERMATH of the

1976 Soweto students’ up-

risings saw a new breed

of pupils emboldened by
their influence on events and
determined to impose their
terms on education authorities,
teachers and the community at
large.

Initially students were hailed
by their communities as daring
young lions who had the cour-
age to confront the might of the
Government.

But later, it became evident
that the pupils had entered the
arena of politics at the expense
of their education, as they incit-
ed a whirlwind of boycotts and
protest actions.

Now the effects of 15 years
of turmoil in black education is
manifesting itself in a deepen-
ing crisis in black schools, char-
acterised by the total collapse
of discipline and erosion of the
culture of learning.

The reopening of schools for
the second quarter a fortnight

SHanr
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While the blame for the present chaos in schools could

be apportioned to apartheid education, students’ high-

handed tactics have also caused serious problems,
writes Education Reporter PHIL MOLEFE.

ago saw widespread disruptions
at several schools in Pretoria
and on the East Rand as well
as in-cidents of intimidation and
attacks on Soweto teachers.
Renowned mathematician
and Soweto educationist, Tham-
sanga Wilkie Kambule, says dis-
cipline in black schools col-
lapsed completely since 1984

following widespread uprisings
which swept the country.

He says this trend developed
in the wake of the 1976 revolts,
when students noticed that they
could wield a kind of student
power.

During the first quarter of
the year, 48 Mamelodi princi-
pals were chased away by

pupils and in some PWV
schools, pupils usurped power

.from headmasters and took

control of the registration and
admittance of new pupils.

Recently, the principal and
staff members at Fidelitas High
School in Diepkloof, Soweto,
were chased away from school
by pupils after a teacher was
seriously injured when pupils
stabbed him at the school.

The house of the principal,
Dineo Moatse, was petrol-
bombed, allegedly by pupils, as
the situation at the trouble-torn
high school worsened.

A red flag flew high on top of
the double-storey high school as

DOWCET c&ﬁ

pupils declared the institution a
“liberated zone”.

Teachers are now reporting
at the Department of Educa-
tion and Training offices in
Johannesburg because they fear
possible attacks by pupils.

“How do we go back there
when the kids we are supposed
to teach turn against us?” asked
one teacher at the school.

In Mofolo, the principal of
Emisebeni Primary School was
forced to suspend classes on
Wednesday after a group of
pupils attacked and assaulted
teachers indiscriminately.

Much as part of the blame
for the crisis in schools has to

of hand

be apportioned te apartheid
education, which has bred frus-
tration and anxiety among
pupils, parents and teachers
have also come in for criticism.

“Parents must come to the
forefront when teachers are at-
tacked because it is their chil-
dren who are spreading terror
in schools,” says Mr Kambule.

He says some principals and
teachers have “abdicated” their
responsibilities because of in-
timidation by pupils.

“I think principals and teach-
ers must reaffirm their position
and not mince their words when
they deal with pupils. They
must be firm.

“Of course you need the sup-

port of the parents, but there is
no way you can run a school if
you make concessions on disci-
pline,” says Mr Kambule.
. He says corporal punishment
is not necessarily the answer
to the problem but education-
ists and parents should agree
on a disciplinary code to ensure
the effective running of a
school.

A Soweto teacher says the
level of violence in schools was
a result of the frustration pupils
found themselves in.

“Our pupils have lost confi-
dence in the education system
because of the high failure rate,

learning under appalling condi-
tions and failure on the part of
the Government in improving
the quality of education.

“The high failure rate has
made many of them lose the
sense of purpose and they begin
to doubt if they will ever make
it in life,” the teacher says.

Because of this, he adds,
pupils have started seeing
teachers as part of the system
that stands in their way to
progress.

A DET spokesman says the
political element is also to
blame for the crisis because
pupils are pampered as
‘heroes” by political groups.
And even where they do wrong,
this is met with silence.

The solution to the problem
cannot be found only in in-
creased Government spending
on education. The responsibility
for the restoration of harmony
w-._n progress in education lies
with teachers, pupils and par-
ents. 0
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2)

(b) No White member of staff with a
permanent appointment would be
compelled to work under a Black
person. In the case where Black
members of staff would be appointed
in higher posts, subordinate White
members of staff so affected would
be given a choice to accept another
post or to be withdrawn.

Pensions benefits of White persons
whose services are terminated under
certain circumstances, are guaran-
teed on certain conditions in terms of
section 20 of the General Pensions
Act, 1979 (Act 29 of 1979).

(a) and (b)

Since 1 January 1974 all White candidates

for appointment had to be informed of the

possibility that they could work under a

Black person.

On 31 August 1984 section 15 of the
University of the North Act, 1969 (Act 47
of 1969), which determined that the sala-
ries and conditions of service of personnel
shall be determined by the council of the
University with the approval of the Min-
ister, was amended by the omission of the
requirement that the Minister’s approval
was necessary. That ended the State’s
legal authority to guarantee previous un-
dertakings. At present the conditions of
service of staff of the University of the
North are prescribed by the Council of the
University in terms of section 13 of the
Universities Act, 1955 (Act 61 of 1955).
The conditions of service of the Univer-
sity do not contain any provision which
guarantees job security of White persons
over that of other persons.

Pension benefits of White persons whose
services are terminated in certain circum-
stances, are still guaranteed under certain
conditions in terms of section 20 of the
General Pensions Act, 1979 (Act 29 of
1979).

(3) No.
{4) No.
Legislation is public information and the
conditions of service of the University are
available to all members of staff.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Squatter camps

234, Mr HD K VAN DER MERWE asked the
Minister of Planning, Provincial Affairs and
National Housing: 1

{a) How many squatter camps were there in
South Africa as at the latest specified date for
which figures are available, (b) where are they
situated and (c) what is the estimated number
of inhabitants of each?

B604E

The MINISTER OF PLANNING, PROVIN-
CIAL AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL HOUS-

ING

Reply bound in Annexures of House—see M246.

Home of Sol

T Plaatje:

268. Mr E K MOORCROFT asked the Minister
of National Education:

(1) Whether a request has been made to the

@

-

National Monuments Council to have the
home of Solomon T Plaatje in Kimberley
declared a national monument; if not,
why not; if so,(a) (i) by whom and (ii)
when was the request made and (b) what
was the Council’s response thereto;

whether it is the Council’'s policy to
encourage applications from all members
of the South African community for the
declaration of national monuments; if
not, why not?

B729E

The MINISTER OF NATIONAL EDUCA-
TION:

(1) No. Although the National Monuments

Council received no verbal or written
request for the declaration of the house of
Solomon T Plaatje as a national monu-
ment, the initiative in this regard ema-
nated from Mr A Lillie, former Regional
Representative: Northern Cape of the
National Monuments Council.

(a) (i) falls away

(ii) falls away

The Northern Cape Regional Com-
mittee of the Council recommended
on 22 February 1990 that the dwell-
ing house together with 2,5 m of land
to the sides and the rear of the house,

(®)

be provisionally declared a national
monument. At an ad hoc meeting on
12 March 1990 the Executive Com-
mittee approved this recommenda-
tion. The owner of the property was
informed in writing on 15 March
1990 of the intent of the Council to
provisionally declare the dwelling
house and a portion of land a nat-
ional monument. When no reaction
had been received within the pre-
scribed period of thirty days, the
National Monuments Council pro-
ceeded with the declaration proce-
dures. The provisional declaration
was published in the Gazette of
28 September 1990 under Govern-
ment Notice No 2261.

Mr M J Labuschagne, the owner of
the house, lodged an objection
through his attorney against the pro-
isional declaration of the property
as a national monument, the reason
being that at the time that the notice
of intent to declare the property a
national monument was served on
him, he was seriously ill and unable
to raise objections. For this reason
the property was deproclaimed by
Government Notice on 28 March
1991. This was possible as at present
there is no imminent threat of demo-
lition, as was the case in the previous
instance where a provisional declara-
tion was necessitated. In terms of
section 12(2A)(f) of the National
Monuments Act the property is pro-
tected as a historic structure older
than 50 ycars, which can only be
demolished by permit issued by the
NMC.

(2) It is indeed part of the policy of the

Council to encourage applications from
all members of the South African commu-
nity for the declaration of monuments.

(¢)]
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Colleges of Education: principals withdrawn

300. Mr A GERBER asked the Minister_of
Education and Training: [—=—3

225
Whether the principals 6T c&ttain colleges
of education under the control of his
Department, particulars of which have
been furnished to the Minister’s Depart-

@

@

=

g

The MINISTER OF
TRAINING:

(1) Yes

ment for the purpose of his reply, have
been withdrawn from these colleges since
2 February 1990; if so, (a) what colleges
are involved and (b) what, in each case,
(i) was the period of and (ii) were the
reasons for the withdrawal;

whether he proposes to reinstate in their
posts any of the principals who are at
present still withdrawn from service at the
colleges concerned; if not, why not; if so,
(a) what principals, and (b) when, in each
case;

ill make a statement on the

—
@%\J B780E

ImUCOJ‘:OZ AND
v SAar—<
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(a) Phatsimang, Kimberley
Kagisanong, Bloemfontein
Mphohadi, Kroonstad

(i) Permanently.

whether he

(b)
(i) In each case there were specific
reasons for the withdrawal of
the rectors. In essence it boils
down to the fact that the persons
were withdrawn because their
personal safety was in question
and because their continued
presence could permanently im-
pede the activities of the institu-
tions.

(2) No, for reasons mentioned in (b){ii).
(3) No.

317. Mr T
Education and Training: —.T(Smmt\‘ WOTLA_
(1) (a) How many (i) White and (ii) Black

Former principals employed in_departmental

iR offices

‘AN ECK asked the

inister of

former principals of schools under the
control of his Department are currently
employed in the Western Cape offices of
his Department and (b) how many such
(i) White and (ii) Black principals left the
schools where they were employed be-
cause of tension and/or conflict between
themselves and the parent, teacher and/or
student bodies at such schools;

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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Ha nga)

TThe MINISTER OF TRAD.

E AND INDUS-
TRY AND ini
Transpany TOURISM (for the Minister of

(1) (a)

(i) R914 044,01;
(i) 2 May 1991;
(b) () During the middle of 1992;
(i) R1 650 000; and
(2) No.

Schools: monetary allocations

*6. _(—_,.ﬂ M BURROWS asked
Education and Training:

(1) Whether his D cnt makes fund.
directly available to schools in the form a»w,
monetary allocations, over and above
.:wmo_._m_‘ remuneration; if not, what polic
is ?:.cina in this regard; if so, Amvuirww\
basis is used for determining the amounts
M:%nwn.naa Mc each school and (b) what sum

rovided, per capii i i
(ii) mmnc_._n_m_@ w&..%nwﬂw for @) primary and

¢ Minister of

2) M,MM,wam:w:«vormnwam are being consid-
0 the above-; i asis; i
red changen, mentioned basis; if 50,
{3) wheth i
EmZmM., he will make a statement on the
B903.
TThe 5

MINISTER
TRAINING: OF EDUCATION AND

(1) No.

H.:m rendering of services to schools and
B e nm._<n_.<. of stocks are done upon
ormal w_uv__nm.:o: for such goods and
mﬂ‘.Snmm by principals to either the area
M: _nnMM:\ :.:wqom_o:m_ office concerned. In
es the regio i t
ases gional offices pay the
{2) No.

(3) No.

School principals: attendance
+
7.MtRM BURROWS asked the Minister of

Education and Training:
& (335

[§)] cE.mSmﬂ any priacipals of schools fallin,
under his Department (a) have _unnm
anmz.mma admittance to their schools b;
pupils, or (b) have declined to attend :..n_.w
schools, at any time since the commence-

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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ment of the 1991 school year; if so, (i

s f + (i) for
what average period of time in each case
and (ii) which schools are nvolved;

(2) whether _.:.w Department has taken any
steps against the pupils referred to in
paragraph (1) (a) above or the principals
referred to in paragraph (1) (b) above; if
not, why not; if so, what steps; ’

3) E:wz_aa_‘ he will make a-statement on the
matter

. 315
The MINI. b
e ST
TRAIING ER OF EDUCATION AND
(1) (@ Yes.
(0] (i)
Permanemt — Bopaganang Sec-
ondary (Vryburg
Circuit)
69 days — Rethabile Second-
ary (Mamelodi)
— Istkhulu Secondary
(Mamelodi)
— Zmnm..vw—_oa_. Second-
ary (Mamelodi
60 days —J Kekana wmno.v_am_‘w
S da {Mamelodi)
ys ~— Schools in
Mamelodi (45
schools)
— Hlompanang
Ammnno_“.n_md\
oshanguve
52 days — MN:__.EWW wmnvo:am_.w
0 da (Atteridgeville)
ys — Kgathalang Second-
14da ary {Bekkersdal)
ys — Ntlakohlaza
Secondary
7da (De Aar Circuit)
ys — Schools in Kathie-
hong (41 schools)
Yes.
() (i) 11 days (ii) Senacana
Secondary
(Soweto)
) (a) No—Pupils could not be identified.

(b)

No—The principal has resigned in

the mean time.
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{3} No., \, with the Commuter Corporation
Note: zas the service will be extended to

ote: other commuter stations. Polic-
Information as on 3 May 1991. ing of the arecas appear to be

*8. Mr
Order:

1)

¥

-

3

station i
P G SOAL asked the Minister of Law and

‘What are the &%@w::ﬁ::&:m

the incident during which, it is alleged,
one woman was killed and three persons
were injured on a train near the Inhlazane
station in Soweto on or about 23 April
1991;
whether any (a) arrests have been made in
connection with, and (b) investigation has
been made into, this incident; if not, why
not in each case; if so, what progress has
been made in this investigation;
whether the South African Police have
been approached with a view to increas-
ing security on commuter trains; if so, (a)
by whom and (b} with what result?
B907E

tThe MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER:

1)

2)

3)

At 18:30 on 23 April 1991 fights broke out

between ANC and Inkatha supporters

on a train en route to Naledi. At the

Inhlazane railway station the train came

to a standstill and the fighting continued

on the railway premises. Both groups
used traditional weapons and fire-arms.

The South African Police intervened and

found that one person had been killed and

three injured.

(a) No.

(b) Yes, a murder docket is being inves-
tigated. As yet no arrests have been
made. No charges were laid with the
Police by the injured persons.

Yes.

(a) The management of the South
African Rail Commuter Corpo-
ration Ltd.

Comprehensive policing and ad-
mission control has alrcady been
implemented at identified rail-
way stations in Soweto and the
Witwatersrand. In co-operation

(b)

effective and the South African
Police will continue to render
the service so that taw and order
can be maintained on railway
stations.

¢

*9. Mr L. FUCHS asked the Mipiste
Order:

(1)

(2

=

3

SAP members: crimes committed
f Law and

How many policemeh and policew:
were convicted of crimes committed in
the course of duty in 1989 and 1990,
respectively;

(a) how many complaints of assault were
laid against the South African Police in
each of these years and (b) how many (i)
prosecutions and (ii) convictions have
resulted from complaints of assault by
members of the Police in each such year;

(a) how many civil claims arising out of
complaints taid against the Police in 1989
and 1990, respectively, have been filed to
date and (b) in respect of what date is this
information furnished?

BYUSE
The MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER
1989 1990
[$9] 961 871
2) (a) 4293 4524
) @) 790 633
(ii) 474 372
3) (a) 1296 1979
(b) 31 December 1990
Note:

The number of civil claims givea in (3) (a)
includes civil claims arising from motor vehicle
accidents.

As a result of the nature of the work of
members of the South African Police itis a fact
that numerous unfounded allegations, espec-
iailly assaults, are made against them. Para-
graph (2) above confirms this statement.

The figures in paragraph (2) (b) (ii) are
included in those of paragraph (1) which shows

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY




Pupils force principals to
march to DET offices @9

Own Correspondentﬂﬂf ?\ﬂq\_ charges against 36 pupils and

Schoolchildren yesterday forced
16 principals out of classes in
the East Rand township of Tsa-
kane and ordered them to
march to the Department of
Education and Training offices

in Springs to submit pupils‘tde- -

mands. B H
A spokesman for the local

branch of the Congress of South .

African Students said the action

followed the DET’s reluctance

to address pupils’ grievances.

Pupils at four high schools in
the area have been boycotting

classes since April 18. .

Cosas recently sent a memo-
randum to the DET demanding |

textbooks, more teachers, the
building of extra schools and
the withdrawal‘?f criminal

seven teachers.

Students at the Soshanguve
Technical Coliege went on
strike yesterday to demand
“competent lecturers”.

A spokesman for the students’
representative council said they
had given a memorandum to
the principal, Andries
Niewoudt, demanding a refund
of R65 paid by each student for
damage fees, regular opening of
the library, unconditional regis-
tration of students and the allo-
cation of bursaries:

Mr Niewoudt confirmed the
boycott and said he had request-
ed the students to explain some
of their demands.

He said the governing council
would meet.tomorrow to re-
solve the matter. . .
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Soweto pupils stone, loot trucks

About 1000 pupils stoned and -

looted delivery vehicles in Sen- .
aoane and Mapetla/- Soweto, .
Al 3
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" spades and marched to the

house of the alleged killer.
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ER pupils

‘hljack’
princip

SIXTEEN school prin-
cipals in Tsakane

were yesterday forced
out of classes by
pupils who ordered
them to march to the
Department of Educa-
tion and Training’s
offices in Springs to
submit pupils’
demands.

A spokesman for the
local branch of the Con-
gress of South African
Students said the princi-
pals were “‘hijacked from
their offices™”.

The spokesman said
the action followed the

als

Sk Hstil:

By MONK NKOMO

Tholutwazi, J Malepe and
Tsakane -- have been
boycotting classes since
April 18.

Cosas recently sent a
memorandum to the DET
demanding textbooks and
more teachers, the build-
ing of extra schools and
the  withdrawal  of
criminal charges against
36 pupils and seven
teachers.

On strike

DET liaison officer Mr
Levy Tshetlo could not be

DET’s rel € 10 ad-

hed for

dress pupils’ grievances.

Pupils at four high
schools - Mamellong,

Meanwhie, 140 stu-
dents at the Soshanguve
Technical College went

on strike yesterday to
demand *‘competent lec-

A spokeman for the
students  representative
council said they had
given a memorandum to
the principal, Mr Andries
Niewoudt, demanding a
refund of R65 paid by
each student for damage
fees, regular opening of
the library, unconditional
registration. of students
and the allocation of bur-
saries.

Niewoundt confirmed
the boycott of classes and
said he had requested the
students to explain some
of their demands.

He said the school’s

- goveming council would

meet tomorrow to resolve
the matter.

-
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May’s township
toll rises to 126

b \0 JONATHON REES

FIFT. @eop\e were reported killed in RéeTtownships
and Natal yesterday, bringing the death toll in township
violence this month to 126, of whom 71 died in Soweto,
police said yesterday.

Five bodies were found in Soweto yesterday. Three
were found at Chicken Farm squatter camp, one in the
veld nearby, and another in Jabulani hostel. .

Four men were shot dead after leaping from a klkkie
in an ambush in Krugerdorp’s Kagiso township on Mon-
day night. Another was burnt to death inside the vehicle.

Witwatersrand SAP spokesman

* Capt Eugene Opperman said a sixth

~ man escaped to alert police, who
. rushed to the scene but were too
late to apprehend the attackers.

Spent .22, .32 and .38 cartridges
were found. Opperman said these
might have been fired from home-
made weapons.

Patrolling Soweto police used
birdshot on Monday night to ward
ff a group of about 150 people who
. ried to steal their minibus by piling
- - boulders in the road in an attempt-

' “ed ambush, said Soweto SAP
®DE VRIES  gpokesman Col Jac de Vries.
He said police would continue to use the SADF in a
support role to guard or cordon off unrest areas when
required. Police spokesman Capt Joseph Ngobeni said
_the army assisted police with patrols last night.
The police unrest report yesterday said a body was
found with stab and hack wounds at Bekkersdal, near
Westonaria, and another with stab wounds in Kagiso.

1
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100 headmasters forced out
CAPE TOWN — More than

100 headmasters have been
forced to leave their
schools this year because of
conflict which has threat-
ened their personal safety,

Replying to a question in
Parliament yesterday by
DP MP Roger Burrows,
Education and Training
Minister Stoffel van der
Merwe said headmasters at
95 black schools in the
Transvaal and other parts
of the country had been re-
fused entry to their schools

by pupxls 0“418[
Last week, Van ’
Merwe reported in re-

sponse to a similar question
that the principals of six

LESLEY LAMBERT

Western Cape schools — !
five white and one black — |’

had been forced to leave

under gimilar cireum-
All hai he ols

because of tension or con-
flict between themselves
and parent, teacher or stu-
dent bodies. They had been
employed elsewhere in the
department, Van der
Merwe said.

Since February 2 last|.

year, the principals of three
colleges of eduction in Kim-
berley, Bloemfontein and
Kroonstad had been with-

drawn permanently.
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Education Reporter

. MOTORIST was treated for
hock at Woodstock Hospital
sterday after being struck
a stone shot from a cata-
ult as thousands of township
upils headed for Cape Town
‘ation following a protest
larch on the Foreshore.
The pupils — members of the
ngress of SA Students (Cosas)
10 had marched from District

Six to the Depa
tion and Training’s (DET) regio
al offices — demanded new and
improved schools, more qualified
teachers, textbooks and laborato-
Iy equipment.

Two cars parked near the DET
offices had their tyres slashed
and police said a pupil was ar-
rested at the station for allegedly
stealing from a market stall.

After the march, a Cosas office-
bearer, Mr Sipho Kussie, and a

J
mnsrk\.«&ommro: of pupils were al-

~lowed into the building to pre-

sent the list of demands.

The pupils demanded a meet-
ing with the Minister of Educa-
tion and Training, Dr Stoffel van.
der Merwe, before May 15 to en-
sure that the more pressing is-
sues were resolved before the
June exams. <

Mr Kussie said pupils were
“prepared to take any form of
mass action” if the DET did not
respond by May 20.
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Political Staff

MORE THAN 100 head-
masters have been
forced to leave their
schools ‘this year be-
cause of conflict which
has threatened their
personal safety.

Replying to a question
in Parliament yesterday
from DP MP Mr Roger
Burrows, Education and
Training Minister Dr
Stoffel van der Merwe
said headmasters at 95
black schools, mainly in
the Transvaal, had been
refused entry to their
schools by pupils.

MARCH Leaders of the Congress of SA Stu-
dents, the SA Democratic Teachers’ Union and the
National Education Co-ordinating Committee lead
several thousand pupils who marched yesterday to
present an ultimatum to the Department of Educa-

Last week, Dr Van der
Merwe said that six prin-
cipals of Western Cape
schools had been forced
ave under similar
mstances.

tion and Training. Pigures: BENYY gooL O
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AS Katlehong pupils 1etumed to schools
after a week of class disruptions and
protest, the local branch of the ANC yes-
terday called an emergency meeting to
discuss the education crisis in the
township. e St9

ANC spokesman in the area Mr
Hazzy Sibanyoni said schooling had not
been normal in the township since the
beginning of the year and the crisis was
worsened by developments at Monde
Primary School.

“*While the problem initially affected
one school, Monde, it has also affected
other schools,”” Sibanyoni said,

oend schools crisis

| By PHANGISILE MTSHALI |

One of the results of this problem was
the stoning of a house belonging to Mrs

Maria Mbawmdbgla, the principal of
Monde. ( [==-3 )
*“This, 1 view, will ot only Jead

to more problems, but could trigger
clashes which we can least afford.”

The meeting will be held at DH Wil-
liams Hall on Sunday. %spe)s

““We will discuss the suSpensiofi of
16 Monde teachers, the effects of this on
schooling and steps to be taken to resolve
this problem,”” Sibanyoni said.

Pe——
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Learning is the loser as the
township violence takes its toll in
the classrooms.
PORTIA MAURICE reports

Bl NKATHA is about to attack Alexandra
High School. Rumonr spreads like wild-
fire through the township, and fearful pu-
pils pile out of the classrooms, crushing
each other in the panic. One breaks aleg.

This alarm, last Monday, was a false

one. But in Soweto the scene was the

same, as it was in the West Rand township of
Mohlakeng a few days ago.

Education is yet another victim of the contin-

uing violence in Transvaal townships. Teach-

i th
ils g0 t0 school wi
gangas," says Mai

ers and pupils fight physical and psychological

battles to keep classroom business a-ticking —

but in most cases, it seems, they lose.

“Pupils find it very difficult to be in class and
cope with lessons,” said Alexandra Education
Co-ordinating Committee spokesman Mike
Maile this week.

“Threatened attacks destabilise them. Pupils
cringe when they have to pass the hostel on
their way to school in the mornings, and when
they are in the school grounds there is only
one exit.

“Demoralisation and frustration has set in.
Some teachers fall asleep with their heads on
the desk and pupils move in and out of the
classrooms at will.”

The education system, says Maile, has drawn
a deep divide between pupils and teachers —
they regard themselves as separate entities, -
each fighting in its own interests. Discipline

needs to go hand in hand with education, al-
though the abuse of corporal punishment is
not the answer, “Rather than thrashing the stu-
dent with a fanbelt because he fails to recite his
homework properly, the teacher needs to bring
home to him how he (the student) will be de-
stroyed if he does not co-operate.”

At Alexandra schools, self-defence units or-
ganised along military lines are at an advanced
stage — a hierarchy of commanders with an
established communication channel in case of
attack. Pupils feel they canmnot rely on the po-
tice for protection. It was traffic cops who
alerted them to the recent rumoured attack,
they claim. The large army contingent patrol-
ling the township was not around. Student
scepticism was also aggravated by the recent
murder of local Congress of South African
Students leaders after a vigil to mourn unrest

victims.
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TEACHERS and some of the parents of
pupils who used to attend the Somerset pri-
vate school in Braamfontein, Johannesburg,
have decided to esfablislrtheir own school,
Task Academy. (225

Eight teachers hav ged to raise funds
to start Task Academy in an old building
belonging to Athlone Boys High School in
Bezuidenhout Valley,

Angry parents complained that they had
unwisely signed contracts with Andrew de
Meyer, former principal of Somerset, after e
had promised their children a better education.

Teachers who decided to leave the Somerset
school told SCHOOL WATCH that they
realised De Meyers was “not handling,the
school’s affairs properly”. )

“We had to beg him to pay us. At times we
got our salaries in bits,” said one of the tedch:
ers who refused to be named as he still has to
collect part of his salary.

He said the teaching at Somerset was crip-
pled by a lack of textbooks and that teachers

had to share chalk, desks and blackboard \

dusters. N Nekzon (hazmvg NRHOR

Another former Somerset teacher alsq
revealed that the school’s white teachers were
eaming more than their black colleagues.

“We decided to leave that place as we are
seeking better education instimticfls,” another
teacher said. 10[S= LIS\ Y ¢

A committee member of Task Academy,
Daylan Chetty said they could enrol 340 pupils
from Grade-0 to Standard 7 because of ample
space at their new premises.

Parents who have aiready enrolled their chil-
dren are planning to meet legal advisers so that
their contracts with Somerset private school
can be cancelied.

They indicated that they were not aware that
the contract bound them to continue paying
for a year.

Repeated telephone calls to De Meyer
proved futile. The school secretary, Kirstir
Emerson, said she had told him about the sto-
1y, but at the time of going to press he had
failed to respond.

Somerset’s newly appointed headmaster,
Brian Russell, confirmed that there had been
problems at the school, but that “everything is
now running in a proper manner,”




Katlehong Al\ﬁlls
ca_ll_s schoo_l
Stlsis meelin
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THE ANC branch in K;tlehong willhold a
mass meeting at 10am this Sunday (May 12)
at the D H Williams Hall in Katlehong to
discuss the school crisis in the township.

ANC branch spokesperson Harry Sibanyoni
told PUPILS FORUM that the crisis in the
township could “trigger clashes which we can
least afford at this stage”. Sibanyoni was specif-
ically referring to the fact that the house of the
Monde Lower Primary School principal was
stoned this week.

He said there had been no schooling in the
township since the beginning of the year and he
cited violence and the Monde crisis as the mai
sources of the crisis. 10 E -\ < \‘Iﬁm-

Reports from the township have indicated
that secondary school headmasters were not
back at school this week. They were reported-
ly sent by pupils to the DET offices in Alber-
ton to demand the re-instatement of 16 Monde
téachers who had been suspended by the
department.

Sibanyoni said all mass organisations and
students’, teachers’ and parents’ organisations
in the township were invited to attend Sun-
day’s education meeting,




New law: |
Join umon,
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gel fired &

By S'BU MNGAD!

PRESIDENT FW de Klerk has
approved legislation which makes
it a dismissable offence for Kwa-
Zulu teachers to join trade unions.

The KwaZulu Public Service
Amendment Act of 1989 prohibits
teachers employed. by the home-
land’s Department of Education
and Culture from becoming mem-
bers of any trade union or from
participating or attending meet-
ings of trade unions other than
recognised staff associations.

Teachers are also barred from
embarking on any form of indus-
trial action such as sympathy, soli-
darity or protest strikes or work-to-
rule action.

According to the law, employ-
ces of the DEC may be trans-
ferred to.any department or divi-

'

Teachers in:

‘KwaZulu hit

with heavy -

,leglslatlon

slon ~ even to a lower post - and
such a transfer will not be subject
to review by any court.

A Durban lawyer described the
law as “a drastic piece of legisla-
tion which is worse than its South
African counterpart”. % . ...,

The law further empowers the
KwaZulu Cabinet to summanly
dismiss any employee if, in its

- strike, conspn'ed with another to

" Aftican “Democratic:  Teachers’

oplmon, the employee took part in

" strike, took part in subversive a¢:
tivities or, in the opinion of the
Cabinet, the continued employ-
ment of the employee i not in the
- interest ‘of the government.  «*f

! Failure to comply with the law
wﬂl mean immediate éxpulsion
with no recourse to the courts,

“Sources in'the DEC told CJty
Press this week the department
consulted with the Inkatha-affili-"
ated Natal ‘African Teachers’
Union when they drafted the bill,

.‘which was forwarded to the Smte‘

President for approval, 55

" The new legislation appears to
... be more severe than the controver-

sial pledge of loyalty which ali:

"KwaZulu 'Gitizens  have been

obhge'd ] sxgn since 1985. * im |
JIn the pledge, civil sérvants dre™
required to undertake in writing 6"
never, efther directly or indirectly; "
vilify, denigrate or in any manner-
speak in contempt of the Kwa:'
Zulu Chief Minister, the Kwa-
Zulu Cabinet, KwaZulu Legisla®
tive Assembly members and all’
people in authority in the Kwa-
Zulu Government. :

‘Natal convener of the South |

Union (Sadtu), Duncan Hindle,
said the legislation was completely
out of keeping with the times.
“Nowhere in the world would you
find such a prohibition.”

Hindle vowed that the union
would . continue to organise and
have KwaZulu teachers in lts
ranks. -

Meanwhile, the union has ad-
vised its KwaZulu members not to
sign' circulars requiring teachers
to commit themselves to the new
legislation, as it is seeking legal

advice on the jssue.



Sadtu _.mEmmm to attend =m

Klerk’s
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THE South African Democratic Teachers
Union (Sadtu) has turmed down an invitation
to attend the “peace conference” called by
state president FW de Klerk.

Sadtu secretary general, Randell van den
Heever, said in a statement that while his
organisation was concerned about the vio-
lence in the country, the union was of the

opinion that the government has not “dis- °

played a consistent commitment to funda-
mentally resolve the points of conflict in
South African society”.

Sadtu used the opportunity made available
by De Klerk’s invitation to once more
express its dissatisfaction concemning the
state’s attitnde towards the education crisis.

“Sadtu is dissatisfied with the serious lack
of progress made with the demands of the
education fraternity conceming the educa-
tion crisis,” Van den Heever said.

He added: *“There is still a serious shortage

—ummnm con

00:0.&. secretary e— mm..::.
Randell Van den Heever

of books and stationery in schools which fall
under the Department of Education and
Training (DET) and govemment departments

M&m and victimising teachers in the

most antocratic manner possible.”

Van den Heever stammed the govemment
for its delay in finalising the recognition of
Sadtu. *“Sadtu is of the opinion that it is such
insensitive and undemocratic actions which
breed an atmosphere of instability, conflict
and violence in the country.

“The union therefore does not see its way
clear to participate in the government’s con-
ference on violence.”

Meanwhile, the DET has lifted the sus-
pension of 16 Katlehong teachers who had
been kicked out last month for alleged mis-
conduct.

Sadtu welcomed the move and commend-
ed the DET’s decision saying that it would
help find a solution to problems of dissen-
sion, “which could lead to a situation of con-
flict and violence in Katlehong”.




Pietersburg school teacher
chased from class by pupul&

teachers at the Lepelle S econdary School in
Pietersburg were chased out of classes by pupils be-
cause they were not members of the local teachers’
union.

A spokesman for the Department of Education and
Training confirmed the expulsion.

He said they were investigating allegations that the
victims were chased away because they were not mem-
bers of the local branch of the South African Demo-
cratic Teachers’ Union.

DET’s Northern Transvaal Regional Chief Director
Mr Job Schoeman said they had also received informa-
tion that very little effective education was taking place
at most secondary schools in the Pretoria area.

““To determine the amount and quality of work done
so far, I have instructed the Area Offices to collect the
teachers’ records and students’ written work at a few
schools which will be evaluated by inspectors,”
Schoeman said.

He said these reports would then be submitted to him

53

By MONK NKOMO

and the Management Council concemned.

*“The examination results for 1990 were very poor
and a repetition thereof would be disastrous for
numerous pupils,” Schoeman warned.

The DET also announced the defiance campaign
waged by the Moutse branch of Sadtu had been lifted at
all local schools. The decision was taken at a meeting
between the DET’s Regional office and the local com-
munity on May 7, DET’s laison officer Mr Geoff Mak-
wakwa said.

" In a statement released on Thursday, Makwakwa
said the defiance campaign caused the overall pass rate
in the area’s secondary schools to drop from 82 percent
in 1989 to 57 percent last year.

““The vast majority of parents in Moutse expressed
their grave concern over educational standards and wel-
comed the decision to lift the defiance campaign,”” said
Makwakwa.

« sowzn comuyg I



SOUTH Africa was bur-
dened with a lost genera-

tion of semi-educated,,

semi-literate people full
of unrealistic expecta-
tions, former chief minis-
ter of KaNgwane Mr
Enos Mabuza said yester-
day.

Opening Promat Col-
lege of Education just
outside Pretoria, Mabuza
laid the blame for this
situation squarely at the
door of the Government,
with iis  attempts  to
“‘mould” black thought
through Christian Nation-
al Education.

Welcomed

He welcomed the crea-
tion of Promat College,
which is the first to pro-
vide a four-year training
course for black teachers.

Mabuza . said  the
Government could learn a

ew teacher
mﬁege ope

§ By SUSAN MILLER

lesson from Promat.

“A revised national,
nonracial education de-
partment can and' should
learn from Promat,”” he
said.

He said Promat, which
started in 1983 and now
had five colleges, had
successfully escaped the
confines and strictures of
Bantu Education.

The importance of
well-trained teachers was
fundamental to successful
teaching, he said, and the
Promat teachers would
need to ‘‘re-establish a
tradition of professional
integrity, ability and com-
mitment”’.

Community leader Dr
Nthato Motlana said it
was sad that throughout
the years of Bantu Educa-
tion it was the teachers

who ““continually
received the most cripp-
ling of blows from the
powers-that-be”’,

He said the teacher
determined the spirit of
the school and the school

determined spirit_of
the nation @ g)_g

Danger

Thus  without  well-
trained teachers the nation
faced a grave danger in
education.

Motlana said: “‘Over
the years teachers were
systematically reduced to
a frightened bunch of
sycophants, who slavishly
followed whatever the de-
pariment  required  of
them.”

The need to retrain
teachers and clarify the
goals in teacher-training
courses was urgent, he
said.




Police ‘not culpable’

for .
Rjba4  22j57)9)

AN INQUEST into the deaths of 22
people in Soweto on 26 August 1986
found yesterday that police or munici-
pal police might have been responsi-
ble for 20 of the deaths, but that they
had not acted unlawfully.

.Inquest magistrate CJ de Lange said
evjdence was that a police unit based in
Mapetla, Soweto, had been returning to
base on August 26 1986 when they came
across a group attacking a Peugeot with
pangas, axes and sticks. One man was on
the roof with a panga and a woman was
heard screaming inside the vehicle.

When police stopped they were attacked,
and opened fire to save the occupants of
the vehicle and defend themselves.

Police had caused the deaths of five
people during “drastic action required to
save their lives” but had not acted unlaw-
fully, the magistrate said.

..On the same date, in Rockville and
Wiite City, also in Soweto, the magistrate
44id evidence was that municipal police
had taken action during a night of public
violence, at times firing shotguns loaded
with buckshot. It was possible they had
been responsible for the majority of the 15
dédths in the area.

““There was however no evidence that any
of’the deaths were brought about by an
offence on the part of the police. The SAP
had arrived only after 10.30pm and were
N

Soweto

illings

JONATHON REES ]

not responsible for any of the deaths, De
Lange said.

He said the court was aware of the cha-
otic circumstances in Soweto at the time.
Negotiations between residents and police
at the scene wouldgnot have helped as
people were “behaving like wild animals”.

Media reports at the time indicated resi-
dents, particularly the youth, mobilised to
defend themselves against eviction by So-
weto council officials trying to break a
rent boycott in the township.

The official death toll finally stood at 24,
with almost 100 injured. The deaths
prompted a parliamentary debate, with
calls for a judicial commission of inquiry
being led by former DP MP Helen Suzman.

Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) litiga-
tion spokesman Ahmed Motala said the
organisation was extremely disappointed
by the decision, and expected more en-
lightened decisions by judicial officers.

“This clearly indicates the unwillingness
of our courts to hold members of the secur-
ity forces accountable for their actions,”
said Motala.

He said the LHR was concerned the
inquest was heard more than four years
after the incidents. “It is an indication that
when there has to be an inquiry into the
actions of members of the security forces,
the wheels of justice turn very slowly.”

INKATHA president Mangosuthu Buthelezi
announced last night that Zulu King Good-
will Zwelithini would address a mass meet-
-ing-of Zulus at the FNB Stadium near So-
weto on Sunday and that they would be
encouraged to wear “traditional attire”.
The announcement came just days after
President F W de Klerk reached an agree-
ment with Zulu leaders, including Zwelithini,
bit‘curbing the carrying of Zulu spears.
_Inkatha spokesman Suzanne Vos said
thiére would be no reason to fear any vio-
Terice if there was no provocation, ambushes
orattacks from ANC supporters.
%t is not an Inkatha gathering, but an
.imbizo’ at which the king will deliver a
Special message to his people,” she said.
*“Yos denied the meeting was ill-timed.

‘Be tradjtionall at lrglly, Zulus urged

THEQ RAWANA

A statement called on Zulus from through-
out Transvaal to be “attired in their cultural
dress” as the king and his entourage would
do the same. It did not specify whether this
included “cultural weapons”.

Zwelithini would be accompanied by
‘Buthelezi, chiefs and other dignitaries.

Vos said the ANC should “do everything

possible” to prevent its follo from pro-
voking anyone. %ﬁfb
To support her there would

be no violence, Vos cited the rally Inkatha
held in Jabulani, Soweto in March. “On that
day the ANC was also burying a member
who had died in a bomb blast. But there was
no trouble.”

By Charles Schulz

[ GUESS WHAT I WANT
T0 ASK You 15,00 You
KNGO ANYTHING ABOUT LOVE?

NO, I UNDERSTAND..YOU
WERE PRETTY BUSY THERE
IN BARBER SCHOOL...

Prof Robert Chariton of Wits U.

of Education Rector during yi

l\llsl’abuzas:mllet
Pr%ﬂ\%f run
colleges 22

TANIA LEVY

MER KaNgwane chief
minister Enos Mabuza
said yesterday he would
like to close down all
teacher training colleges
in the bantustans and in
“white” SA and hand
them over to the indepen-
dent trust Promat.

Mabuza was speaking at
the official opening of the
Promat College of Edu-
cation in Cullinan, north
of Pretoria — SA’s first
independent non-racial
teachers’ training college
to be opened in more than
30 years.

He said the experiences of
Promat — whose matric
colleges for teachers
have become synono-
mous with impressive
pass rates in recent years
— should be used to re-
form and revitalise the
education system.

The Promat College was
essential to recreate edu-
cation values, he said.

The Promat College opened
in January to 128 student
teachers chosen from
4000 applicants.

Situated on the farm of a
former Lutheran mis-
sion, the Promat College
campus was developed
with R6m from the Anglo
American and De Beers
chairman’s fund,
R400 000 from the British
government and R3m
from German church
group EZE and donations
from several countries
and major companies.




Katlehong suspensions lifted
& MThe Department of Education and
‘Training has lifted the April suspen-
= sion of 18 Katlehong teachers after
N their lawyers brought to light a legal
(‘,, precedent which says the audi alteram|
"5 partem rule— the right to be heard —
~ should be applied before suspension)
isimposed. (R A
* 4 The teachers Witt; hoivever, still be
£ charged with misconduct, said Educa-
= tion and Training director general
- Bernhard Louw, Their salaries will be
paid in full for the period of suspen-
sion, and they will be given the oppor-
tunity fo “state their cases” hefore any
further decisions are made abou sus-
pension. They have been barred from"
DET premises other than the Alberton
area office.
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w_mnw desires for skills

denied - Vista academic

(L4

By LULAMA LUT! o:ver,m?

ALTHOUGH children in the
townships are flocking back to
school in large numbers, there is
still a_high drop-out rate and the
majority of the children do not stay
on beyond lower primary school,

four times Eﬁn@@

At the end of 1985, he said, of the
45 059 teachers employed by the De-
partment of Education and Training,
42000 were underqualified, and 30
percent of black teachers have yet to
pass matric. . .

He said apartheid education policy

g to a leading di

This was said by Vista University
historian, Professor JS Mohlamme, in
an address to students, parents and
teachers at a function held at St Ans-
gar’s College outside Randburg at the
weekend.

Mohlamme said education was an
area in which the government had
succeeded in devastating black South
Africans.

He said that although students
blamed the education “factories™ and
not themselves when they failed, they
still experienced a deep personal sense
of defeat, apathy, frustration and bit-
terness.

He said Emvm::om co?.ana Euow

had sought to produce
semi-educated blacks who would be
suited only for semi-skilled factory la-
bour, while white education was
geared at creating an educated man-
agement sectar.

“South Africa’s first technical high
school for Africans in the urban areas,
Jabulani Technical High Schoo! in
Soweto, was built in 1980 ~ 28 years
after the Eislen Commission had rec-
ommended the establishment of a poly-
technical school for Africans.”

By 1986 there were only two techni-
kons for Blacks in the country — the
Technikon Northern Transvaal in
Soshanguve and the Mangosuthu
Technikon at Umlazi in Durban.

uvi that a yearning for

and white

and teacher :MEEw in.d still
entrenched -~ to the detriment of black
pupils.

He said: “As recently as 1984, the
government was spending seven times
more on a white child than on a black
child.”

He said that by 1990 the amount
was R3 082 for a white child compared
to R764 for a black child — more than

among blacks
has resulted in a need to shift the
educational empbasis towards
practical skills training and away from
academics.

Moblamme said there was also a
need for a radical change in South
Africa’s political and economic sys-
tems which would see the

10!01 behind the ==.o=o

I!wu-._: Chief !:._u.m_. !w:no!:r: Buthelezi seated be!

atthe

this week. B Pics: A MCINEKA

tion of blacks from white

| e
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By BENSON NTLEMO - -;, ments

" The talks raised hop::s
THE GAZANKULU that the school would con-
government caused a stit tinue to operate, but on
this week when it: Wednesday Education
announced that the Ti-" Minister ETT Mhinga
vumbeni College of Edu- {iold-Parliament that the

cation is to be closed for
the rest of the year. -

The announcement
came just a day after
chief minister and Tivum-
beni, college chancellor,™
Professor * Hudson
Nitsanwisi, held discus--
sions with ANC deputy"
president Nelson Man-
dela about the plight of
960 studems at the.
college.

The two had also talked?

abont the alleged harass~

ment of ANC. menibers'’
by government depart-

»wnship dog’s life, but Drlefoot has
. struggle to survive and made it.

college was to be shut for!
the year. &,

“In votmg on the issue,
the Gazankuly ‘Parlia-
ment* came’ out’ over-
whglmlngly in favour of
closure with only six out
of 90, members support-
ing a motion to reopen the
college. -~

Thé college.was closed
“on March 12 after stu-
dents staged 4 sit-in.

Thay defnanded an in-
cregse in bursaries, more
hostels and for Ntsanwisi
" and the Rector, CL

. Hage:. to resign.

Overreacted

" The March 12 closure
was sharply criticised by
education and political
groups in Lhe Northern

Transvaal

© The groups saxd the
Ntsanwisi government
had overreacted when set-
tlement on the issues had
still been possible. -,

In his opening address
to Parliament in April,
Nitsanwisi said college
students were making
political demands -which
were influenced by forces
‘outside the sphere of
education.

He said that although
his door was open for the
resolution of problems, he
would not deal with stu-
dents who made political
demands.

He said he would not
hesitate to shut down
their institutions.

Critics point out, how-
ever, that the youth wing
of Ntsanwisi’s Ximoko
Progressive Party — the
Gazankulu Youth Move-~
ment — has a number of
student members.




Black desires for skills

denied - Vista academic

By LULAMA LUT! (’ng\‘\\

ALTHOUGH children in the
townships are flocking back to
school in large numbers, there is
still a high drop-out rate and the
majority of the children do not stay
on beyond lower primary school,
according to a leading academic.

This was said by Vista University
historian, Professor JS Mohlamme, in
an address to students, parents and
teachers at a function held at St Ans-
gar’s College outside Randburg at the
weekend.

Mohlamme said education was an
area in which the government had
succeeded in devastating black South
Africans.

He said that although students
blamed the education “factories” and
not themselves when they failed, they
still experienced a deep personal sense
of defeat, apathy, frustration and bit-
terness.

He said disparities between black
and white expenditure on education
and teacher training were still
entrenched - to the detriment of black
pupils.

He said: “As recently as 1984, the
government was spending seven times
more on a white child than on a black
child.”

He said that by 1990 the amount
was R3 082 for a white child compared
to R764 for a black child ~ more than

four times greater@@

At the end of 1985, he said, of the
45059 teachers employed by the De-
partment of Education and Training,
42000 were underqualified, and 30
percent of black teachers have yet to
pass matric. .

He said apartheid education policy
had deliberately sought to produce
semi-educated blacks who would be
suited only for semi-skilled factory la-
bour, while white education was
geared at creating an educated man-
agement sector.

“South Africa’s first technical high
school for Africans in the urban areas,
Jabulani Technical High School in
Soweto, was built in 1980 ~ 28 years
after the Eislen Commission had rec-
ommended the establishment of a poly-
technical school for Africans.”

By 1986 there were only two techni-
kons for blacks in the country ~ the
Technikon Northern Transvaal in
Soshanguve and the Mangosuthu
Technikon at Umlazi in Durban.

Mohlamme said that a yearning for
economic participation among blacks
has resulted in a need to shift the
educational emphasis towards
practical skills training and away from
academics.

Mohlamme said there was also a
need for a radical change in South
Africa’s political and economic sys-
tems which would see the emancipa-
tion of blacks from white subjugation.




ACTIVITIES have been suspended at
a l?oe;veto school for the physically dis-
abled because teachers fear for their
lives. MW«% 20{ (—6{ 2 1 f .
The JC Merkin School for the Dis-
abled — a state-subsidised special
school owned by the Association for
-the Physically Disabled (APD) — was
closed indefinitely last Wednesday af-
ter complaints by parents and pupils of
ill-treatment, poor facilities, teaching
and food, and demands that senior staff
be dismissed. .
Community organisations — includ-
ing the South African Democratic
Teachers® Union (Sadtu), the Con-

held placard demonstrations outside
| the schiool.

Sadtu spokesman Oupa Mpetha told
The Weekly Mail the school’s govern-
ing body had not responded to memo-
randa outlining their grievances.

But APD director Guy Houghton de-
nied that any written representations
had been made, and said the school had
feen closed at the request of teachers,
wht} m{nplained of harassment and in-

timidation.

“Pupils are using this opportunity to
defy their teachers, and the teachers
fear for their safety,” hesaid.

Negotiations are under way to resolve
the deadlock. At full strength, the
school accommodates 190 pupils,
whose ages range from seven to 23.

gress of SA Students and the Soweto |,
Education Crisis Committee -— have |




Open colleges

tionists, but it is a drop in the

ocean in alleviating the huge

shertage of teachers in black
schools.

In parliament last n.SE.F Education
and Culture Minister Piet Clase an-
nounced that white colleges of educa-
tion, technical colleges and special
schools would be given the power to
enrol all students from May 1. Power

HE recent move to open white
colleges of education has been
hailed as a positive step by educa-

* has been vested in the hands of individ-

ual college councils — which comprise
representatives from universities, the
teaching profession and edu-cation de-
partments, as well as rectors and mini-
sterial %Eﬁﬂ — to make the deci-
sion.

The disparities are immense. Clase
himself said a few months ago that
there were over 4 000 empty places at
white colleges, and that about 78 000
potential students had been turned
away from black colleges.

‘The announcement has been a long
time in coming. In January 1989, the
Transvaal Teachers” Association sub-
‘mitted a recommendation that the emp-
ty places be filled by students other-
wise classified. But sources
interviewed by The Weekly Mail this
week said much more was needed to
address the crisis.

are a dro

w el
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Allgviating the chronic
shortage of teachers in black
schools requires more
imaginative solutions than
opening the doors of white
training colleges, reports
PORTIA MAURICE

d

crowding are very high.”

In kwaZulu alone, at least 32 000
teachers are needed, said Edgewood
College of Education deputy rector Dr
Terry Dachs.

‘The figures are mEEEw yet reports
abound of black nc:nmam — most of
n..nE strictly controlled “own affairs™

— being or -ty

of

According to the latest SA
Race Relations’ annual survey, there

" are 177 057 teachers in Afyican schools

(tncluding those in the 10 homelands),
35 665 in coloured schools, 12 015 n
Indian schools and some 56 000 in:
white schools. Besides the 10 000-odd
education students who qualify at uni-
versities annually and large numbers of
under-qualified teachers in practice,
most teachers emerge from the 19
white, 13 coloured, two Indian and 15
African colleges of education.

By far the greatest aumber of black
colleges — 34, according to the De-
partment of Education and Training's

“self-governing territories”. Last year,
the DET was training 9 393 students
teachers.

closed for periods because of student

dissatisfaction and protest. Under in-

nnﬁEﬁ suspension at present are the
College of ion in

“Opening the whil 1l isan im-
portant siep towards a unified school-

ing system, but even if all those empty
places were given to blacks it would
1ot be sufficient to cope with the -Ew«
demand for qualified teachers,” said
University of the Western Cape educa-
tionist Wally Morrow.

“There are probably more than five
million South Africans between the
ages of six and 16 who are not in school
at all, and in the existinig black schools

p in_the ocean

gress, Moss Sekhu. “Because they are
not autonomous and the administra-
tions are largely conservative, the au-
Ba:nﬂgéa.mqgw -amm LActics o
increasing student challenges for more
democracy.”

Sporadic disruptions do little to aid

rationalisation and cost-cutting is tak-
ing place, but the situation is more
stable.

White coll i aro ikely to de-

as well as the

m.E Soshanguve colleges of education.

In most cases, m..mvn:m_ou is a puni-
tive measure against students cam-
paigning about issues like exclusions
policies, allegedly racist lecturers,
campus conditions or the restriction of
political activity.

“Teacher training colleges have been
Eﬁm_d_ to perpetuating apartheid edu-
cation,” commented general secretary

1990 annual report — fall within the  the teacher:student ratios and over- of the SA National Students’ Con-

cide by the end of June whether or not
to open their doars, sources say. They
still await official notification, but

ple to amend their admissions policies.
Even the Afrikaans colleges are Enn_v.
1o take this route, though motivations
may differ.
“It’s similar to a&oanw the Model B

o.unQn for apen schools,” said Dachs.

“College councils will probably accept
coatro} over admissions, but they
won't necessarily accept black stu-
dents. Tke decision made is pot as im-
portant as #ts effects — which we will
only see from the beginning of next
year.”

Funding for teacher training will have

to break from the racial mode and be- .

come more Iike the university model,
though, if the announcement is to bear

,any fruit.

Individual white students are present-
1y funded from the House of Assembly
education budget, and other students
entering white colleges will have to be
funded by their “own affairs” depart-
ments — a recipe for administrative
chaos, if nothing else.*The financial
structure will have to change so that

‘money is voled for colleges by central
-government,” said Dachs.

In other senses too, the package re-
tains its *own affairs” wrapping. Black
teachers trained with their white coun-
terparts will still have o go back to DET
schools, where conditiops, standards
and syliabj are radically different.

For a number of reasons teacher un-
employment is high, yet there are too

few tomeet the demand. Thereisalsoa |

dire need’ for more structures —
schools, colleges, training facilities ——
to accommodate thern and their charg-
es.

*““The chronic shortages will have to be
addressed imaginatively in the future,”
said the UWC's Morrow, who is part
of the Nationzl Education Policy inves-
nmuEE team researching teacher train-
ing. “In-service training will need
much more emphasis — perhaps a five-
year course, with teachers in the class~
room for four years. The challenge is
an enormous one.”
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College
turns away

thousands

By Phil Molefeg*(”%r\lo\‘\\
Education Reporter

More than 5000 applicants
are turned away every year
at the Soweto College of
Education because of lack
of space, while white teach-
ers’ training colleges in
nearby Johannesburg are
nearly haif empty.

Michael Morapeli, the rector
of the SCE, said the college pro-
cessed between 5000 and 8000
applications every year and the
institution could accommodate
only 250 first-year student
teachers.

‘Turned away’

“We are full to capacity
every year and thousands of
prospective students have to be
turned away because we do not
have space for them,” said Mr
Morapeli.

“Something drastic has to be
done to address the situation.”

The disparities between black
and white colleges are immense
-~ while there are 4393 vacan-
cies in white colleges, about
78000 potential students had
been turned away from black
colleges this year, according to

figures released in Parliament

22< )

=)
in April.

Minister of Education and
Culture in the House of Assem-
bly Piet Clase told Parliament
this year that there were 1150
students at the Johannesburg
College of Education in 1990
and 350 places were empty, and
at Goudstad Teachers Training
College there were 807 student
teachers with 693 vacancies.

‘Insensitive’

Mr Clase is expected to make
an announcement within weeks
about the imminent closure of a
number of white colleges as
part of rationalisation —~ de-
spite the crying lack of space in
black colleges and the overall
chronic shortage of black teach-
€rs.

Ironically, Goudstad, not far
from the Soweto College, is one
of the white colleges under
threat of closure because of
dwindling numbers, according
to Democratic Party spokes-
man on education Roger Bur-
rows.

“The closure of white col-
leges would be totaily insensi-
tive to the crying need for more
teachers in this country,” said
Mr Burrows.

@ Govt gets black mark

in the classroom — Page 11
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Teachers in deadlock over principal’s expulsion

owet

SCHOOLING at Senaoane
Senior Secondary School in
Soweto is in disarray after 10
teachers walked out in
protest after the principal
was expelled by other col-
leagues.

Irate parents of pupils at the
school have been phoning
Sowetan to complain about the
““lack of effective teaching’’ at the
school.

A spokesman for the 30 rem-
aining teachers denied there was
no effective teaching.

*‘We are overworked because
of the missing teachers, but we are
managing,”” he said.

He said the 10 teachers walked
out more than a month ago after
the majority of teachers had ex-

Shoaken ylel4) -

By PHANGISILE
MTSHALI

pressed dissatisfaction over the
conduct of the acting principal.

““‘We presented a memorandum
requesting that she should take up
management duties,’” he said.

In the memorandum, the
teachers demanded that the acting
principal arrange for school furni-
ture, class partitions, school
repairs, the collection of salary
cheques and be impartial.

“‘Due 1o the above-mentioned
facts we declare that from now on
we don’t want her on the school
premises anymore.””

Attempts by the Department of
Education and Training to call a
meeting to resolve the issue failed

0 SCF

last week when the 30 teachers
objected to the venue and did not
attend.

The teachers said they did not
want the meeting to be held at a
neutral venue. The meeting was to
have been held at Molapo Techni-
cal College on Thursday.

Petition

The 10 women teachers are
currently reporting at the circuit
inspector’s office.

They said they walked out be-
cause they were *‘sick and tired
and were angered by the
domineering attitude and ar-
rogance of our male colleagues’’
who had called for the explusion.

They said they were in-
timidated and threatened by their
colleagues after they refused to

sign the petition.

““‘Unfortunately for our male
colleagues, they lost sight of the
fact that we are individuals and
cannot be influenced against a
person whose innocence is ob-
vious and can be proved in an
open discussion.

‘“The atmosphere at school is
not conducive to effective teach-
ing. We are not at school because
we are continually bombarded
with threats at meetings.

““We are not abdicating our
duties. We are prepared to go back
and teach but ihe atmosphere sets
us back.

‘“We are waiting for the DET
and parents to rectify the situation
and make it conducive for us to go
back and teach,”’ the teachers
said.
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2 Cape Times, Thu
‘Very little:
teaching
at some-
lack Tvl
schools?(3x)

PRETORIA. — Very
little effective education
is taking place in some
black schools and there
s an almost complete
QO breakdown in discipline

mong pupils and some °

~Qteachers. ;

This was said 'at a

- press conference here
yesterday by the North-

J.ern Transvaal chief re-

tgional director of the
Department of Educa-
tion and Training (DET),
Mr Job Schoeman.

“The state of educa-
tion (particularly in
secondary schools) in
Mamelodi, Atteridge-
ville and Soshanguve, is
cause for grave con-
cern,” he said.

Mr Schoeman said the
situation was character-
ised by abuse of liquor
and drugs, assaults (sex-
ual and otherwise),
widespread intimida-
tion ‘and a total disre-
gard for all rules and
any form of authority.

He accused pupils and
groups of teachers of
meting out “kangaroo
justice” by chasing away
teachers and principals
and taking over control
of schools:

Mr Schoeman also said
the defiance campaign
by members of the South
African Democratic
Teachers Union brought
more serious results,
like principals and their
heads of departments
becoming virtual prison-
ers in their own schools
and being prevented
from exercising control.

@In Vereeniging yes-
terday, 375 black teach-
ers were arrested during
a protest-against the dis-
missal of a colleague,
and arrest.of 39 teacherd
at a similaf protest on
Monday. — Sapa
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pupilsZ

oust 60 teachers

ABOUT 60 teachers were chased away from
their schools in Ratanda near Heidelberg this
week, allegedly by members of the local Con-
gress of South African Swdents.

A teacher, who asked not to be named,
said members of Cosas interrupted a teachers’
meeting at Ratanda High School on Tuesday
and gave them 15 minutes to leave the
premises.

“*We were told never to return until the
DET has positively responded to Cosas’
demands,” the teacher said.

Mr Levy Tshetlo, the public relations of-

By NKOPANE MAKOBANE |

Trammg s Highveld region, confirmed that
Cosas had instructed principals and teachers
to embark on a sit-in at the Heidelberg circuit
office.

He said teachers had also been ordered not
to return until the DET had responded to
pupils’ demands.

Tshetlo said only local principals had
reported to the circuit office yesterday with a
memorandum from Cosas. The memorandum

ficer of the Department of Education and

ers cha

From Page 1
was handed to the circuit

. mspector Mr J Nhlapo.

He said it was un-
fortunate that some of the
pupils’ demands were,
long term and could not

be attended to immediate-

ly.

However, this did not
mean that the DET was
not continually giving
them attention.

Cosas demands in-
clude the postponement
of matric-exams, building
of more schools, scrap-
ping school fees, nonra-
cial democratic schooling,
nonracial sports for all
schools and the disband-
ing of the DET.

The DET had been in- -

formed that the teachers
had reported to school
yesterday but were chased
away.

The . teacher said
trouble_started on Mon-
day when Cosas handed
the local branch of the

South African Democratic
Teachers Union a letter
instructing it that all high
school teachers, princi-
pals and primary school
heads should stage a sit-
in.

e feacher sald “We
Delieve only a handful of
Cosas  executives "who
would like to disrupt the
half-yearly examinations
scheduled for .mid-June
are involved in this be-
cause they are not ready.

“The  troublemakers
do not have the support of
the majority of school-
children, as well as the
Pan Africanist Student
Organisation.

“We have also asked
SRC members at the two
high schools if they were
consulted and they told us
they knew nothing about
the decision.

*“We have decided to

stay at home to safeguard
our lives.”




con”fw

THE Department of Education and
Training yesterday announced that there
was a shortage of 267 secondary and pri-
mary teachers in Soshanguve.

And the state of education at
secondary schools in Pretoria’s three
10 “Mamelodi, Sohanguve and
Attendgevxlle was cause for grave con-
cern because the situation was now char-
acterised by pupils who abuse liquor and
drugs, and intimidate others.

This grim picture was painted by the

DET’s Northern Transvaal regional.

chief, Mr Job Schoeman, at a Press con-
ference in Pretoria this week.

““Pupils and groups of teachers are
meting out kangaroo justice by chasing
away teachers and principals and taking
over control of schools,” Schoeman said,

The defiance campaign launched by
the South African Democratic Teachers
Union in April last year had resulted in

g-taking pu
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[ ByMONKNkoMO |
all forms of authority being defied and
rejected.

**Sadtu  members have befriended
pupils whom they use to carry out acts of
violence.

“*Pupils drink and gamble near school
premises. Indications are that we are
going to get the worst results this year
than ever before,” Schoeman said.

The defiance campaign by Sadtu had
also resulted in a drastic drop in stan-
dards and in matric examination results.

Citing examples, Schoeman said
matric results in Mamelodi dropped from
63 percent in 1989 to 52 percent last
year; Moutse had a pass rate of 57 per-
cent last year as compared to 82 percent
in 1989.




DET forced to change its school calender

Pressure on the Department of qucatxon
and Training (DET) has resulted in the
adjustment of the black school calender to
be coincide with that of white schools.

The rejection of the DET calender was
intensified last year during the teacher’s defi-
ance campaign against the department’s code
of conduct.

Several schools, particulary on the Reef,
ignored the DET calender during the June hol-

idays, but due to apparent lack of co-ordina-

non among the vano S leac er and studec}
structures, the schools returned to the depart-
ment’s calender during the Septempber
days. 82°)225
Disciplined

In the northem Transvaal regiorf;
teachers were disciplined by the department
for failing to report to school as a result of the
“defiance calender”.

The department said that the decision to
have a calender similar to that of the white

Transvaal Education Department was in ling
with the DET’s policy to “meet the aspira-
tions of black pupils”.
Dates

Thus, schools under the jurisdiction of the
DET will close on July 5 instead of June 14 or
15. They will reopen on July 29.

In the last quarter, the schools will close on
September 20 and re-open on October 1. The
school year will end on November 29.
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WITH just five
months left before
final examinations,
parents’ concern is
mounting following
reports that no effec-
tive education has
taken place at second-
ary schools in Pre-
toria since the begin-
ning of the year.

Protest marches by
teachers and pupils are
the order of the day.

Their “‘short term’’
demands include the pro-
vision of textbooks and
stationery, renovation of
damaged schools, em-
ployment of more tea-
chers and the building of
extra schools because of
overcrowding.

‘The South African De-
mocratic Teachers Union
and the Congress of South
African Students have ac-
cused the Department of
Education and Training
and -in particular the
Northern Transvaal
regional chief, Mr Job
Schoeman, of being in-
sensitive and of having
failed to address problems
affecting black teachers
and pupils.

Political

In an interview with
Sowetan, Schoeman
pulled no punches when
he accused Sadtu and
certain civic organisations
of disrupting education
and abusing students for
their own political ambi-
tions.

‘“Teachers of today
have befriended pupils.
Teachers and students
come to school and leave
as they wish.

““Teachers are abusing
students while they

Parents

228

classrooms

stay empty

|w< MONK NKOMO
{teachers) further their
studies,’” said Schoeman.

He said inspectors
were barred by teachers
and students from con-
ducting inspections at
secondary schools.

Schoeman, who ap-
pealed to parents to in-
volve themselves in the
education of their chil-
dren, said teachers did not
want books inspected be-
cause they did not do
their work.

Books

‘‘Parents should insist
on inspecting their chil-
dren’s books.

‘“They will be shocked
because written work will
not be found there.””

Schoeman said a DET
inspector was forced out
of a classroom by stu-
dents at the DH Peta High
School in Atteridgeville

last Wednesday.
‘“He was stoned after
certain teachers in-

fluenced pupils to chase
him away,”” said Schoe-
man.

Students at the Flavius
Mareka and Dr WF
Nkomo secondary schools

forced their principals out
earlier this year before
emptying loads of rubbish
in their offices.

Sadtu’s liaison officer
in Atteridgeville, Mr
Shine Dau, rejected
Schoeman’s claims and
said the DET was trying
to shift its responsibility
to the teachers.

‘“‘Schoeman has failed
to resolve our grievances.
That is why we have
called for his resignation.

‘‘Problems experi-
enced by students also af-
fect us. We cannot teach
under abnormal condi-
tions.

““The cry by students
for textbooks also affects
us. You cannot teach chil-
dren when three to four
share a book.

Blame

‘“Teachers and stu-
dents are disillusioned.
There is no motivation.
And the blame must be
put squarely on the
DET,”’ said Dau,

He urged the DET to
recognise Sadtu and ar-
range meetings to resolve
the education crisis.

“We cannot be ex-
pected to bring normality

to schools because the
DET does not recognise
our union.

‘““We believe, how-
ever, that normality could
prevail if our union is
recognised and Schoe-
man gives us a sympa-
thetic hearing.”” '

The disruption of edu-
cation took an ugly turn
early this year when prin-
cipals and several teach-
ers were chased out of

their schools by pupils.
Schoeman accused
Sadtu and certain ‘‘self-
elected civic leaders’ of
instigating this action.
Concerned parents

have questioned the
leadership involved in the
resolution of their chii-
dren’s educational prob-
lems.

‘*‘Most of these people
do not have children at
the affected schools.

Some have registered
their children at white
schools in town.

“We wonder if they
are genuine in solving
problems that do not af-
fect them directly,”’
parents said.

Schoeman reiterated
the DET’s stance that
there was no money to
buy textbooks.

““A total of 586 388
textbooks, valued at a to-
tal of R4 million, were
distributed at secondary
schools in Pretoria during
the 1989/90 period.

Aids

‘‘Almost half these
books were not returned
by pupils,”” he said.

He added that teachers
and parents had done
nothing to encourage stu-
dents to return these
books.

Schoeman said only
14 percent of matric exam
aids, valued at R800 000,
supplied to students last
year had been returned.

Referring to the reno-
vation of damaged
schools, Schoeman said
the DET had spent R15,7
million during the past
three or four years
renovating schools in the
region.

Citing examples,
Schoeman said switch-
boards and light fittings
were ripped off the walls
at the Central Secondary
School in Soshanguve
after the school was
renovated at a cost of
R650 000. The school’s
hostels were closed down
last year following ex-
tensive damage estimated
at R1,2 million.

Dau said the shortage
of textbooks at black
schools had been experi-

enced even before the
launching of Sadtu.

Executive committee
member of Cosas Mr
Zakhele Nxumalo said the
education problem couid
be resolved with the im-
plementation of the
Parent Teachers Students
Association.

Cosas, he added, also
condemned vandalism at
schools.

Schoeman told
Sowetan that there was a
shortage of schools in At~
teridgeville, Soshanguve
and Mamelodi.

Several schools were
being built and plans were
under way to build more
schools.

The defiance cam-
paign launched by Sadtu,
Schoeman said, did not
hurt DET.

Uniforms

“‘If a teacher refuses to
prepare his schoolwork,
he hurts the students and
the parent.”’

Investigations by
Sowetan  revealed that
most students no longer
wear uniforms on school-
days.

Many pupils are still
seen roaming the sireets
during school hours.

And while all this is
happening, the main
players - Sadw, DET and
Cosas - are accusing one
another.

Parents are keeping a
low profile while the fu-
ture of their children is at

stake, What should be
done and who is to
blame?

““There should either
be a single education de-
partment for all racial
groups or the DET should
urgently sit with us at the
table and address our
grievances,’’ said Dau.




Business Times Reporter

v

‘TOYQTA Marketing manag-
‘ing director Brand Pretorius
‘says fleet customers have de-
cided there are no benefits to
be had by deferring vehicle
purchases until after VAT is
implemented.

Referring to the complex-
ity of optimising fleet pur-
chase budgets, Mr Pretorius
concludes that there might
even be a penalty if pur-
chases are delayed.

“We expect vehicle prices
to rise between now and Sep-
tember 30. This is a crucial
factor in timing purchases.
The sums show that with
prices increasing at the lev-
els we expect — as much as
8% in some cases ~ buyers
will not be disadvantaged by
buying now and absorbing

VAT wait co%lg

be expensiy

SlTwen (oo Trws

GST.” The Receiver of Rev-
enue will grant an initial 15%
depreciation allowance on
vehicles and other capital
goods made between now and
September 30,

Mr Pretorius says these
factors and the assumption
that the value of money is
discounted at 15% and that
vehicle purchases are depre-
ciated on a straight line over
five years result in effective
savings by buying now.

Applying these factors to
arrive at net present values
(NPV), Mr Pretorius says it

t\c, 11

will cost R40 more to buy a
Stallion bakkie, R48 for a
Hilux 1800cc, and R64 on a
2400cc Diesel bakkie if pur-
chases are deferred until
September 30.

The pattern continues
throughout the range.

Mr Pretorius says manu-
facturers cannot turn the
supply tap on and off freely.
If demand suddenly rises, the
industry may be unable to
cope.

‘Buyers will not benefit
from a discount point of view
if the market suddenly firms.




THE continuing debate
whether a company car or
an allowance is better is
complicated by VAT.

The travel allowance seems
to be a more attractive option
in many circumstances.

The employer will pay VAT
on the acquisition of the car
and on the employee’s benefit
arising out of his private use
of it. This cannot be reclaimed
from the Receiver of Revenue
as an input credit and be-
comes an additional cost to
the company.

The Receiver has indicated
there will be a concession that
VAT will not be levied on the
full value of the benefit be-
cause part of it relates to pet-
rol used, which is zero rated
and should be excluded.

A revised tahle of the value

Travel allowances
lgok a better bet

At (e U

THIS Is the fourth in a series of articles on
VAT, extracted from the manual VAT - a
day in the life of your business, written by
Tony Dreisenstock and Nick Friedland in
association with chartered accounant
L in & Partners. H
The manual provides more than 300 ex-
amples of problems and solutions associ-

ated with VAT. It is available at R49,50
(excluding GST) plus R5 postage and
handling fee from: VAT: Levenstein & Part-
ners, Box 18600, Hillbrow 2038. - ~
Readers with VAT questions or prob-
lems should write to the Editor of Business
Times. They will be dealt with confidential-
ly and may be discussed in general terms.

of fringe benefits subject to
VAT will be published. How-

ever, where the employer
RN "

lease where no additional

ing records relating to the cost
of licensing, insuring and
maintaining the vehicle, the
fringe benefit VAT will be cal-
culated only on these costs.

Unused

pay are made for ser-
vicing and maintaining the
vehicle. The VAT Act says
that where such lease
charges are all-inclusive,
VAT on the entire amount
will be denied as an input
credit.

So full agree-

So the use of a p
car is a fringe benefit subject
to income tax and VAT, but a
iravelling allowance is not as
it is an allowance for busi-
ness travelling expenses in-
curred on behalf of the com-
pany. But the unused portion
of the allowance is consid-
ered income and so subject to
income tax.

The employer will be no
worse off than he is under
GST where he pays the em-
ployee a travelling
allowance. But the

ments must be paid on two
separate invoices in order to
receive input credit on the
upkeep portion.

A GST liability currently
arises when the company car
is transferred to the employee.
A company disposing of a
vehicle on which the employee
paid GST after September 30
will be subject to VAT. But a
company car bought after
September 30, subjeet to VAT
and no input credit, will not at-
tract VAT on its subsequent

car will cost him slightly
more,

Whether the individual or
company buys, léases or rents
the vehicle is irrelevant be-
cause VAT paid'js denied as an
input credit to:both. But tax
levied on a finrent agreement
will drop from 13% to 12% of
the monthly payments.

A problem may arise
where the company acquires
the car on a full-maintenance

disposal, of the val-

ue placed on the vehicle,

But one must bear in mind
that while selling the car to
the employee for little or no
consideration will not attract
VAT, it will still attract in-
come tax hecause it is a
fringe benefit.

That also applies to ‘motor
vehicles designed purely for
the conveyance of passengers.
VAT will be fully creditable
from the Receiver on vehicles
designed for carrying goods or
used for any other business.
The same applies to any
vehicle not defined as a motor
vehicle in the VAT Aet.

An example is a vehicle
weighing more than 3 500kg,
with three or fewer wheels or
designed to carry more than
16 passengers.




ATTACKS in the media
on one another by politi-

By NKOPANE

_MAKOBANE

cal org; ions will not
advance the cause of
resolving the education
crisis, the South African
Democratic Teachers
Union said yesterday.

Sadtu was responding
to criticism by the Pan
Africanist Students Or-
ganisation and Azapo
about its alliance with the
Congress of South Afri-
can Students,

_ Sadtu general secre-
(ary Randall van den
Heever said the organisa-
jon made no apology for
the fact that it had identi-
fied a representative stu-
dent structure like Cosas
e —

as a valuable ally in at-
tempting to resolve the
education crisis.

“By this, we do not
say that we agree with all
strategies implemented by
Cosas as an organisation
from time to time.

“We do not deny
other student formations,

like Paso, the right to par-
ticipate in and contribute
to the education debate in
relation to restoring the
culture of discipline and
learning in our schools.

““In fact, Sadtu’s doors
are open 10 any organisa-
tion that wishes to engage
it in discussions or debate
about strategy or policy in
respect of the education
crisis,” he said.

e
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PRETORIA - The Trans-
vaal College of Education
(TCE), closed by the au-
thorities in mid-May be-
cause of disruptions, would
reopen today, said the De-
partment of Education and
Training (DET) yesterday.
” DET Northern Transvaal
regional director Job
Schoeman said the decision
to reopen the college was
taken following delibera-
tions between the Ministry
and college management.

He said it was estab-
lished at these meetings
that only a handful of stu-

dents had instigated disrup-
tions at the college, and
that the DET would reopen
the college for the benefit
of the innocent majority.
The DET closed down the
college on May 14 following
disruptions the previous
day. Schoeman said teach-
ers had been subjected to
threats and intimidation.

At one stage, he said,
teachers were locked in the
premises and police had to
be called to free them.

The problems followed
the establishment of a joint
student/management com-

miitee. Al the first meeting
of the short-lived commit-
tee, Schoeman said, stu-
dents had failed to produce
enough evidence
substantiate,  several
grievances. (228
These grievances, he
said, included allegations of
racism on the part of some
teachers
incompetence.

Shortly after this meet- |,

ing — held on May 13 —

students held a mass meet- |,

ing which resolved that the

joint committee be dis- |.

banded. — Sapa.
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‘Black education ‘getting worse’'

&

Al
SHOCK figures given in Parhamlnt
yesterday show that teacher and
classroom ratios in black secondary

schools have worsened over the past

B three ears.
. Mr

atic Party

< Ken Andrew said the ﬁgures showed
| that the underlying realities of black

education were “getting worse”. {

Mr Andrew was told by the Minister
of Education of Training, Dr Stoffel
van der Merwe, in reply to a question
that the teacher/pupil ratio in black
secondary schools had deteriorated
from 1:32,65 in 1988 to 1:34,13 in 1990.

During the same period, the class-
room/pupil ratio increased from
1:39,01 to 1:41,96 in 1990.
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The greatest need was for techni-

There was an oversupply of teachers
and this was one reason for the clo-
sure of several teacher training col-

_leges, Minister of Education and

Culture Piet Clase said in a televi-
sion interview last night.

While there was a great shortage
of classrooms for black pupils, there
was no real need for additional faci-
lities for teacher training, he said,

cal and career training. As a result, |
it had been decided to use facilities '
which would become available after
rationalisation for that purpose.

Mr Clase said the teacher-pupil
ratio had to be the same for all race
groups. If equalisation was too
rapid, it would have a negative ef-
fect on white education. — Sapa. i




Teacher-pupil ratio in black high schools ing-eagglg @

Teacher-to-pupil and pupil-to-
classroom ratios, in black high
schools had worsened since
1988, Ken Andrew (DP Gardens)
said yesterday.

Speaking in debate on the
Supplementary Budget, he said
the additional R160 million allo-
cated to the Department of

1216191
Education anu3 ’l‘rai!ling was not
enough to meet the need. - -

Answers to parliamentary

questions had revealed that the

teacher-pupil ratio in black high
schools had risen from 1:33 in
1988 to 1:36 this year.

The classroom-pubil‘ ratio

_ had increased from 1:39 to 1:47.

“The fact remains that things
are getting worse,” he said.

Minister of Education and
Training Dr Stoffel van der
Merwe said his department
would yse extra funds to restore
schools and build new ones
where needed. — Sapa.

|
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Students of the Educaunsutute for
Day-Care Centres in Johannesburg are
deserting the school in fear of being
exploited.

SCHOOL WATCH has learned that

-already about 60 students have abandoned
the institution and have applied for space at
the Pretoria Technical College. 2

The centre started functioning last year, It
was first plunged into crisis at the beginning
of the year when last year’s graduates com-
pldined that they were unable to find
employment because their diplomas were
not being recognised by day-care centres,

Commenting on the issue, headmaster
Scott Muller said the institution had not been
registered because it was an “altemnative”
education project. 7

However, educationists have disputed
Muiler’s claim. They contend that Muller
should negotiate with either the education
or manpower aumon'r.ies. This would make
it possible for the centre’s credentials to be
recognised and its graduates to be employ-
able, Ntw NAYOA (Leniviy Wakion)

After a series of clashes with studefits who
were demanding that the institution be reg-
istered, Muller attempted to reglswr it,
SCHOOL WATCH learned.

However, enquiries with the Department
of Education and Training revealed that the
centre has been registered as New Gatg Pri-
vate School for students from standard six to
standard 10. © \6 |6~ z0[6{Al

But later last month, students were sup-
plied with letters from the management. In
the letters the students were informed that
the centre had been registered as Westmin-
ster College of Education.

According to the letter, negotiations for
affiliation to Soweto College of Education
are underway.

A former student of the centre, Busi Khu-
malo, said she and her colleagues had estab-
lished through a DET official,that an appli-
cation to register the centre as a college of
education had been received.
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RATIONALISATION ANGERS KHAYELIT§HA STUDENTS

HANS-PETER BAKKER, Education Reporter 225

m%blﬁleaCh%'

STUDENTS from the Good
Hope College of Education
in Khayelitsha have mount-
ed a new mass protest cam-
paign to focus attention on
their battle for proper ac-
commodation — while white
colleges are being closed.

In a placard demonstration at
the college yesterday, several hun-
dred student teachers called for
the halting of the closure of col-
leges and for better training facili-
ties.

SRC vice-ﬁresidenz Mr Mike
Mgajo said the college had been
“szlualt'lng" in primary school
buildings and that the Department
of Education and Training (DET,
had promised to start building a
new RB-million campus in April
this year.

He said students at the college
were “very dissatisfied” by the clo-
sure and “rationatisation” of white
colleges of education while they
Lad been waiting for more than
five years for adequate buildings.

Mr Mgajo said the students
planned to march to the DET of-
fices on the Foreshore and to hotd
a sit-in at government offices dur-
ing next week in an effort to get a
new building.

He said that if the DET could
not afford to build cne they {the
students) would consider the alter-
native option of taking over the
white Cape Town College of Edu-
cation.

Last week Minister of Education
and Culture in the House of Assem-
bly, Mr Piet Clase announced the
“amalgamation” of the Cape Town
College of Education in Mowbray
with Barkly House Cotlege of Edu-
cation in Claremont.

He also announced the closure of
Denncoord College of Education in
Stellenbosch.

Dr Orland Firmani, spokesman
for the Cape Education Depart-
ment, said Cape Town College of
Education an; Barkly House to-
gether accommodated 322 students
although they could take as many
as §00.

He said both campuses would be
used by the amalgamated college.

The name and admissions policy
would be determined by a college
council.

WMembers of the council would be
nominated by the Minister of the
Department of Education and Cul-
ture in the House of Assembly; the
University of Cape Town; the Cape
Education Department; the organ-
ised teaching profession; and mem-
bers of the college staff. This
would be done in accordance with
a new agreement to be drawn up
between the Minister and UCT.

Mr Willie Scholtz, rector of the
Khayelitsha college, said it was
“interesting” that the four white
colleges of education in the Cape
only accommodated some 850 stu-
dents while nearly 900 Good Hope
students — about 800 of which
were full-time — were cramped
into a primary school with 40
classrooms and 53 lecturers.

One classroom has been convert-
ed into a library and the college
has one tennis court and a single
sportsfield which does double duty
for soccer and rugby.

Mr Scholtz said he hoped the
amalgamated colleges would open
to all. This would help solve the
Good Hope college’s accommoda-
tion problem,

Mr Scholtz and opposition
groups including the Democratic
Party through its education
spokesman Mr Roger Burrows, the
South African Teachers’ Associa-
tion and the National Education
Co-ordinating Committee have
joined in condemning the proposed
rationalisation.

They have questioned cutting
back teacher training facilities
when the country faces an educa-
tion crisis.

Many schools are so full that in
some classes more than a hundred
pupils are crowded — in many
cases on the floor — in small
classrooms.

Apart from the dire need for
texlgouks, libraries, desks and oth-
er facilities, including school huild-
ings, the provision of adequately
trained teachers seems to be one
impertant way toward dealing
with the problem.

Professor Peter Kallaway of the
UCT School of Education believed

S In tup
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OPROTEST: Students at the Good Hope College of Education in Khayelitsha
protesting at the “rationalising” of white teachers’ training colleges.

the DEC was “very carefully try-
ing to perpetuate ideas of group
development by keeping the white
education department intact”.

He said the DEC was closing
some colleges and consolidating
their forces ip others.

He rejected Mr Clase's defence
of the rationalisation, in which he
claimed that that there was an
oversupply of teachers.

According to  Professor
Kallaway, that was simply not
true: “What we do have is an over-
supply of white teachers.”

“Clearly Christian national edu-
cation is being retreaded. Not nec-
essarily in a racist manner, but in
order o retain privileges.”

Numbers of white pupils were
declining steadily and several
schools and many “teachers’ posts
in the DEC had been cut back

School buildings, teachers and
other educational resources have
been freed by the cutbacks in
white education. But these re-
sources have usually remained in-

holidays

All chalets sleep 4 persons '

All welcome

_ 2
MONTAGU SPRINGS.

Owing to numerous public requests, we have decided NOT to
increase our tariffs as wa
1991. Accordingly,
R100 per chalet per

R160 per chalet per night: Weekends, public and school

night: Weekdays

s planned, from June 21,
our current rates remain in force;

Phone (0234) 4 1050
for reservations

accessible to their sister depart-
ments,

A senior government officiaf,
who asked not to be named, out-
lined some of the problems individ-
ual departments have in dealing
with procedural red tape.

“When resources in one depart-
ment can no longer be used within
that department, we have no
choice but to follow strict, labori-
ous procedures to seli them.”

So if another department wants
something, procedure dictates that
it has to buy it.

Buying requires extra scarce fi-
nancial resources, which all educa-
tion departments claim have run
out,

The black education department,
with its responsibility for address-
ing years of education backlogs, is
the only government department
which has rot had its budget re-
duced. But, according to Mr Bill
Staude, regional chief director of
the DET, the budget was already
stretched to capacity.

And on Thursday, Mr Piet Clase,

£

O AMALGAMATED: Cape Town College of

Minister of the DEC, said no more
money would be made available to
education. And that ~ at about 19
percent of its budget marked for
education - no country could af-

ford to pay more for education,

Somehow the burgeoning num-
bers of black pupils and the crying
need for educational resources in
the black communities must be ad-
dressed.

But here too ironies are in am-
ple evidence. For instance, there is
no shortage of black school-leavers
eager to enter the teaching profes-
sion. At Good Hope College of Edu-
cation some 6000 school-leavers
applied for entrance last year, but
only 210 could be accepted. And
even for those fortunate enough to
graduate, jobs are just not avail-
able.

UCT's Professor Kallaway said
the reason for the DET not provid-
ing for more teachers' posts could
be reduced to “just money”.

“They are not being otherwise,
they just don't have the money.”

Education In

Mowbray.

-




Critical decision
firms, cl

IN TERMS of the VAT Act,
an employee rendering a
service to an employer is
not deemed to be carrying
on an enterprise,

A contractor forming a
close corporation (cc) or pro-

THIS is the fifth in a series of articles on
VAT, extracted from the manual VAT — a
day In the life of your business, written by
and Nick Friedland in as-

Tony Drei

prietary lirited pany to
avoid Paye on remuneration
will be regarded as an
employee for the Income Tax
Act.

Therefore, the contractor
cannot charge VAT on his or
her remuneration. Nor can he
or she claim from the Receiv-
er VAT paid on all the ex-
penses written off through the
cc because he or she is not
carrying on an enterprise.

The same applies to a gemt-
ine independent contractor
who receives income from a
labour broker because he or
she is not an independent con-
tractor for income-tax pur-
poses. A labour broker em-
ploys people and hires out
their labour.

Regular

Although the genuine inde-

pendent contractor can apply
to the Receiver to waive
PAYE on remuneration, hisor
her VAT status remains un-
changed. This is.most unsuit-
able and is likely'to be recti-
fied before VAT comes into
force.
A person is not, otisidered
an _independent *.contractor
and will not be able to regis-
ter as a vendor if either of
these applies to him or her:
® Amounts are paid regular-
1y to him ot her daily, weekly
or monthly, or-. .
@ He or she is subje to -any
control or supervision.over the
manner..in which duties are
performed, or over hours of
work, ;.

sociation with chartered accountant

Levenstein & Partners.

The manual provndes more than 300 ex-
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r
ations

cludlng GST) plus RS postage and handllng
fee from: VAT: Levenstein & Partners, Box
18600, Hillbrow 2038,

Readers with VAT questions or problems

should write to the Editor of Business

amples of p

ed with VAT Itis avallable at R49,50 (ex-

this series.

Times, They will be dealt with confidentially
and may be discussed in general terms in

But where an independent
contractor, such as a free-
lancer, is not paid by a labour
broker, the normal VAT rules
will apply.

1f the contractor carries on
an enterprise and turnover
exceeds R150 000, he or she
will have to charge VAT and
may recover VAT paid on
inputs.

Genuine independent con-
tractors operating as sole
traders, close corporations or

small proprietary limited
companies have critical deci-
sions to make about their
VAT status.

If the contractor is not a
registered vendor he or she
will not charge VAT on his
services, and will not be able
to claim back his input cred-
its from the Receiver. Ser-
vices will cost more because
the VAT cost is absorbed.

It follows that a contractor

rendering services to a ven-
dor should also register as a
vendor, even if turnover is
lower than R150000. This
will make him or her more
competitive.

An exception arises where
the contractor renders ser-
vices to a non-vendor. Such a
person cannot reclaim VAT
inputs anyway, and so would
rather receive services from
a non-vendor because there
will be no VAT cost.
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THE. RECEIVER of Revenue
Iras crioked down on the affluent
who are,the principal beneficia-
ries of7fringe benefits.

Not only will they pay more tax,
but theig_opportunities to evade tax
will be réduced.

For starters, 25% of the value of
their car allowances will be subject
to monthly PAYE deductions. Until
now car allowances were not subject
to PAYE. :

Tax on this benefit was payable
only after the employees had been
assessed at the end of the tax year.
The new rule will harm their cash-
flow.

In many cases, they paid no tax by
cooking the books to show that they
had used their entire car allowance
to pay for work-related travel.

PAYE on car allowances could
push those not paying the maximum
tax rate into higher brackets, there-

1ver ham

By TERRY BETTY

1ers thetat cats
vate use unless the E}a&ie subject to PAYE unless the indi-

prove otherwise. .
The taxpayer will have to keep

by increasing their average tax rate.

This would further harm their
cashflow as they would have to wait
until after the end of the tax year for
any refunds they might be entitled
to.
Those with company cars will be
deemed to have received a monthly
taxable benefit equal to 1,2% of the
value of the car hefore GST. They
will be taxed on this benefit at their
marginal tax rate.

Experts say the old tax tables us-
ing engine capacity and the car’s
cast - averaged out at 1% of the
vehicle’s value. So the new rate is a
20% inerease.

With the new car allowance
scheme, the Receiver will assume that
the first 12000km and the balance
ahove 32 000 are deemed to be for pri-

accurate log books if he wishes to
claim more than this for business
purposes.

The bother of keeping such re-
cords makes the company car a
more attractive option than an
allowance. A company car is also
more attractive for those who can-
not show that they travel a lot for
business purposes. Many deskbound
managers fall in this category.

Chief director, legislation, for In-
land Revenue Hennie Smit says the
roles are intended to attain equi-
librium between fringe benefits and
cash payments in terms of taxation.
The purpose is to bring taxpayers re-
ceiving benefits in line with all the

others.

Also targeted are people whose
home telephone aceounts are paid by
their company. The full amount will

vidual can prove part of it was used
for business.

Mr $mit says: “Records must be
kept of who was phoned, where, what
for and for how long, If we are not sat-
isfied with the explanations, the whole
or part thereof will be disallowed.”

Another scheme disallowed is
where employces have their taxable
income reduced and the balance fi-
pances a tax-exempt “bursary” pay-
ing for children’s education. In
future this will be subject to PAYE.

Another gap to be closed is where
income is derived by a spouse as a
resalt of a donation from the other
spouse after March 20, 1991.

If the sole purpose of the donation
is deemed to be tax avoidance; the
full amount of the income derjved
from the donation will be taxed in
the hands of the donor.
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By PORTIA MAURICE
THE South African Democratic Teach-
ers’ Union has “reached a crossroads™
in its relations with the Department of
Education and Training, and hers
have threatened mass action in re-
sponse to alleged victimisation.
Months of negotiations for the rein-
statement of 26 suspended teachers —
eight in Potchefstroom and 18 in Kat-
lehong — have reached deadlock and
teachers have been “forced to seek
their salvation in more radical mass
action campaigns”, said Sadtu general
secretary Randall van den Heever,.

Teachers

“Sadtu does not want to destabilise
education. Nor does it have any axe to
grind with principals and inspectors.
But we cannot stand by when demo-
cratic principles are trampled under-
foot by education authorities,” Van
den Heever said this week.

In Potchefstroom, the teachers — all
permanently appointed but on proba-
tion — were dismissed in January af-

threaten mass actio
A 2 e = X W\RL vawu%v
ter refusing DET inspectiolr

ere
has been a “chalks down” at township
schools there over the past two
weeks, and students and teachers oc-
cupied the Botoka Secondary School,
from which most of the aggrieved
teachers come.

In Katlehong, said Van den Heever,
eight months of negotiations between
the Sadtu Kathorus branch and the
DET Alberton circuit office around

school management problems have
failed to resolve the dispute. Although
the teachers’ suspension has been lift-
ed until they put their case, Sadtu be-
lieves it will be reimposed by the
DET.

“Sadt is unhappy about the distort-
ed impression that it is undermining
the NECC’s Intensive Learning Cam-
paign through misguided protest ac-
tion,” said Van den Heever. “It is up
to the DET to empower constructive
negotiations, or trigger off confronta-
tion by means of high-handed, au-
thoritarian action.”

P - - -




Mbeki-Makwetu to address the 150th anniversary

hurch services held under an
oak tree on hot days, are
among the poignant memories
PAC leader Clarence Makwe-
tu has of Lovedale College -
due to celebrate its 150th anniversary next
month.

One of the oldest higher education institu-
tions for blacks in the country, Lovedale has
seen many of today’s well-known political
figures pass through its hallways.

And it has also expelled from its classrooms
students regarded as “radicals”, some thirty
years ago - among them, the ANC’s director
of international affairs, Thabo Mbeki, and
Umkhonto we Sizwe chief of staff, Chris
Hani.

Mbeki will be welcomed back when he

returns to the college as one of the guest

speakers at next month’s anniversary cele-
brations.

Makwetu has been asked to share the plat-
form with Mbeki.

Strict headmaster

Former students interviewed this week
about their experiences at Lovedale have
memories of a very strict headmaster who
expelled students for the “slightest offences”,
and where student activities and church ser-
vices were held under the oak tree.

For Makwety, the drive to Alice will bring
back not only memories of the “oak tree ser-
vices,” but also recollections of the few days
he spent in prison in 1946 after a strike at the
college over poor diet.

Alongside fellow students, Makwetu was
arrested by police and taken to the police sta-
tion where they were kept for a few days.

They were later sentenced “but I cannot
remember the sentence now. All I know is
that my father paid a fine and I left the col-
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.«mmnoano Makwetu, PAC’s
president
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lege,” he said.

Makwetu said political action at the college
was fuelled at that stage by readings of the
French revolution and by the fact that author-
ities were very strict.

Uprisings

Dr Cecil Manona, a lecturer at Rhodes uni-
versity, remembers Lovedale as the institu-
tion which was in the forefront of student
uprisings in the Cape during the 1960’s.

Largely influenced by Fort Hare Universi-
ty, where studenis were demonstrating against
the introduction of Bantu Education, Lovedale
erupted into strikes in 1959.

“Students at almost every institution in the
Cape were very angry but Lovedale became a
hotbed. Students who were regarded as radi-
cals like Thabo Mbeki and Chris Hani were
expelled,” he said.

But Manona’s overriding impression is that

Co

Thabo Mbeki, ANC’s director
of international affairs

Lovedale was the strictest of the educational
institutions in the Cape.

A former student and now lecturer at the
college, Henry Lupondwana, said the strikes
in the 1950's were fuelled by a strong politi-
cal awareness among students who were
members of the ANC Youth League.

“The league would hold meetings along the
banks of the Tyume river, and strikes were
often sparked off by issues like poor diet.”

Lupondwana said many students were
expelled from the college for their involve-
ment in the strikes.

Deposed leaders
But despite these expulsions, the college
has built up and maintained a long and proud
tradition.
Besides Mbeki, Makwetu and Hani, the late
Black Consciousness leader, Steve Biko, and

the president of the United Democratic Front,
Archie Gumede, are old Lovedalians.

Deposed homeland leaders, Lennox Sebe
and Kaizer Matanzima, also studicd at the
institution. So did the leader of the Unity
Movement, L.B. Tabata.

The founding editor of the first black week-
ly newspaper, Imvo Zabantsundu, John Ten-
go Jabavu, and the first black nurse, Cecilia
Makiwane, were also students at Lovedale.

Although some of the old buildings are still
there, they are dilapidated structures. The
“popular” cement blocks that served as chairs
for church services under the oak tree were
destroyed long ago.

Ciskei

Lupondwana believes the most productive
period in Lovedale’s history was during the
1950s and 1960s. Most of the movement’s
leadership began to involve themselves in col-
lege politics, paving the way for broader
national politics. :

In 1978, the Ciskei government showed an
interest in buying Lovedale with the aim of
turning it into a college for training post-
matriculation teachers in the Ciskei.

The homeland took the college over the fol-
lowing year. But it was subsequently closed
and re-opened ten years later as a college for
the upgrading of teachers who had standard
eight only and for those who had obtained
their matric through correspondence.

For former student Archie Gumede,
Ciskei’s take-over of the college was “unfor-
givable”,

He said Lovedale had made an indelible
mark on South Africa’s history which
“Lennox Sebe tampered with when he took
control of the college.”




Student teachers,

holtz, and members of the SRC,

led by the rector of the Good
march

demand improved teacher training facilities.

Hope College in

through the city yesterday to
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Call for township (**
teaching facilities &

- deﬁﬁ
Education Reporter
BLACK student teachers in Khayelitsha are. de-
manding a new teacher training college in the town-
ship to cater for the flood of pupils expected when
primary education becomes compulsory.

Seven years of compulsory primary schooling was
one of the recommendations put forward in the
government’s education renewal strategy released
earlier this month.

Student teachers and staff members of Good Hope
College in Khayelitsha -— which is currently housed
in pre-fabricated buildings — marched in the city
yesterday to hand a petition to the Department of
Education and Training demanding facilities for
teacher training in the township.

The students rejected the government’s recent
announcement that several Cape teacher training
colleges would be amalgamated or closed down,
saying the country would soon need all the téachers

it could train.




Potch pupils in

By DAN DHLAMINI

PUPILS in Potchefstroom’s Ikageng
townships are unfairly “caught in the
crossfire” as a major clash looms be-
tween the DET and teachers who have
gone on strike, worried parents told
City Press this week. C{f Aeyz
This follows a continuing sit-in pro-
test by South African Democratic
Teachers Union (Sadtu) members who
are demanding the reinstatement of
eight teachers dismissed last Decem-
ber for refusing to be evaluated. 23[(,[7[

There has been no schooling in Ika-
geng schools since June 6 and the DET
is also refusing to pay striking teachers.

They have also been warned that
their services could be terminated after

315 /14 days’ absence from work.

‘crossfire’

Meanwhile, members of the rival
Transvaal United African {Teachers
Association (Tuata), told City Press
they were being intimidated by Sadtu
members to join the sit-in.

Themba’lidanisi’s school principal
and Tuata branch chairman Charles
Nitsizi said a group of teachers tried to
force him to join the sit-in.

The allegations of intimidation were
denied by . Sadtu general secretary
Randal van den Heever.

Some Ikageng teachers have now

started trickling back to school.
- Worried parents said their children
had nothing to do with the clash be-
tween teachers and the DET, but were
now caught in the crossfire.
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By LULAMA LUTI

A FEUD between teachers at a Soweto
high school over the promotion of a
woman deputy-principal to principal
has resulted in some pupils having
received no tuition since April 15.
The teacher battle at Senacane
High School continues to disrupt
pupils’ mid-year examination prepara-
tions despite Rosemary Negota having
relinquished her new post two months

Qi%l?upds

The feud allegedly began when 10
teachers — all women — refused to sign
an “unfair” petition by 30 other teach-
ers — mostly men — opposing the ap-
pointment of Negota as principal.

A spokesman for the Johannesburg
region of the Department of Education
and Training (DET) said Negota had
“taken up a new position at the depart-
ment’s head office in Pretoria two
months ago”.




ABOUT 40 teachers have
not been reporting for
duty at Senaoane Junior
Secondary  school in
Soweto for the past seven
weeks, the chairman of

approached the SECC on
the matter.

Although classes had
not been disrupted, the
stayaway had put consid-
erable pressure on the

the Soweto Education Co- v remaining 30 teachers at

ordinating  Committec™
said yesterday.

According  to
David  Maepa, the.

teachers are believed to
be reporting daily at the
regional offices of the De-
partment of Education

and Training.

The “reason for their
action was unknown and
the department had not
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the school and efforts

S Wwere being made by the
MraSECC 1o resolve the

situation.

However, a teachers’
meeting aimed at resolv-
ing the situation and
scheduled for yesterday
had to be postponed be-
cause of a poor fumout,
Maepa said.

He appealed to ail

i 4
teachers to attend the next
meeting, scheduled for
Saturday at Ipelegeng
Community Centre in
White City Jabavu.

Maepa  said  an
estimated 4 000 black
pupils were waiting to be
accommodated at teacher
training colleges, adding
the SECC strongly op-
posed the closure of white

colleges. 3;{&

He called on all trainee
teachers in Soweto to reg-
ister at the SECC’s of-
fices to ascertain the exact
number of students on
waiting lists., -Sapa.
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THE impact of VAT on
the property market has
been greeted with gloom
and despondency on all
fronts — but, says Rus-
sell Marriott & Boyd
Trust director Stan
Arenson, in the commer-
cial and industrial prop-
erty market the situation
is not necessarily as
black as has been
claimed.

He says rentals may
increase slightly to the
landlord on gross leases,
and decrease slightly for
tenants with a net lease
or lease allowing for de-
creases in operating
costs to be passed on.

Sellers of buildings
will benefit by the saving
in transfer duty which
the purchaser will be
willing to pay with no
real extra cost to him if
the property is sold to a
registored vendor.

But registered vendors
who sell residential ac-
commodation will be
forced to increase prices
by some 6-8 percent, and
face increased competi-
tion from the second
hand market.

“Firstly, VAT has a di-
rect effect on rentals —
and hence on property
values,” he says.

“At first glance it
seems that any VAT paid
by a tenant in the course
of his business is clearly
an input tax, deductible
from his output tax — so
that practically speaking
the tenant is not affected
by the tax.

“This would lead one
to believe that at the end
‘| of his tax period he will
be in neither a better nor
a worse position than be-
fore the introduction of
VAT.

“But this is not an en-
tirely correct view, be-
cause of the savings pos-
sible under the GST sys-
tem.”

MrArenson poeints out
that many present
operating costs on a
property attract GST at
a rate of 13 percent,
which is not deductible
by the landlord.

In future, however, the
VAT payable by a land-
lord for the supply of
goods or services will be
deductible from his out-
put tax payable.

“With a gross lease
there is a definite saving
to the landlord. .

“In cases where he has
had to bear the increases
and decreases for his
own account without
being able to pass them
on to the tenant, he will
definitely not pass on the
new saving — so that the
saving will accrue to the
landlord,” he says.

A gross lease, explains
Arenson, allowing for in-
creases and decreases in
expenses to be passed on
to the tenant, will not
have the same effect on
the landlord, and savings
in GST are for the ten-
ant’s benefit.

The same applies to
net leases with operating
costs hilled separately.

“‘Having analysed
operating costs on a nor-

Stanley Arenson

mal commercial proper-
ty, it appears that the
saving will amount to
about four percent of the
operating costs or one
percent of the monthly
rental.

“This means that in a
gross lease, where only
increases are passed on
to the tenant, the land-
lord will receive about
one percent additional
rental.

“And in a net lease, or
a lease in which in-
creases and decreases
are passed on to the ten-
ant, the tenant will bene-
fit by a one percent sav-
ing,” he says.

Arenson stresses, how-
ever, that many tenants
will not fully understand
the effects of input tax
and rent negotiations in
the phasing-over period.

These tenants could be
put upder pressure — but
lease” negotiators will be
responsible for under-
standing these implica-
tions and explain them to
the tenant.

“Because rental will
not really be substantial-
ly affected by the intro-
duction of VAT, property
values will not be overly
affected by the rentals —
but we must bear in
mind the effect of VAT
on the purchase of a
property,” he says.

“Most commercial
properties are purchased
at a price in excess of
Ri-million, with gross in-
come of over R15000 a
year.

‘“Because of this,
owners of commercial
properties will be regis-
tered vendors and will
have to charge VAT on
the sale of the property.

“This VAT is an input
tax, and deductible from
the output tax, so that
there is no actual pay-
ment by the purchaser.

“Another clause in the
legislation states that
property sales are ex-
empt from transfer
duties where the sale is
subject to VAT.

“So if we get the VAT

er
se.

back as an input tax and
we do not pay transfer
duty on the sale there is
in fact a saving for 3-
5 percent on the total
purchase cost, depending
on whether it is privately
purchased or bought by a
company.”

As the transfer duty
paid to date is a cost of
acquisition, and returns
have been calculated
with this in mind, it
means that the purchase
price based on return
will actually increase 3-
5 percent in the case o:
the purchase of proper-
ties — benefiting the
seller without any real
additional cest to the
buyer.

Residential develop-
ments, on the other hand,
may not have the same
advantage. Developers
registered as vendors
will have to add 12 per-
cent VAT onto their sell-
ing prices.

As they do have a sav-
ing on the GST they pre-
viously paid, and bearing
in mind that as the trans-
action is subject to VAT
and no transfer duty is
payable, this should in-
crease prices of new der
velopments by 6-8 per-
cent — made up of
12 percent VAT, less GST
on about 30 percent of
the building price, less
three percent transfer
duty.
“This may not always
be easy to recover, de-
pending on the supply of
other accommeodation
available directly from
the so-called second
hand market, which is al-
ready being sold cheaper
than replacement cost,”
he explains.

Mr Arenson points otif .

that the sale of shares in
a property owning com-
pany does not attract
VAT. Marketable securi-
ties tax is still applied,
imdicating that there is
no saving on a share
transaction.

In fact, he says, there
is a one percent penalty,

comprised of the MST '

payable on the transfer
of shares as opposed to
the transfer of a proper-

ty. .
““ believe this penal- ,
ty of one percent will be :

similar to the legal costs !

connected with transfer-
ring a property, so that |

acquisition costs similar
to those in the purchase

of shares in a property |
owning company purhas- ¢

ing a property.

“With the high cost of
money in SA, interest
may be an added bonus
or disadvantage.

“As the tax period is
two months, the VAT
collected on the first day

of the first month is pay- |

able only on the 25th day
of the third month — giv-

ing a positive interest |

flow to the landlord.

“But this may be a dis- |

advantage to a purchas-

er paying VAT on a |

property in the first |

month and able to claim

the refund only 21 days .
after the second month,”

he says.
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Principals fired from to%”fih

By HANS-PETER BAKKER
Education Reporter

SIX principals and a deputy-
principal have been evicted
from Western Cape township
schools in the past two years.
. Acting principals and an act-
ing deputy-principal have been
appointed by the Department
of Education and Training on
the recommendation of the
management councils or of the
Parents Teachers and Students
Associations of the schools.

Mr Shepherd Mdladlana, na-
tional president of the South
African Democratic Teachers’
Union (Sadtu), said most of the
principals had been made to

leave because of their “authori-
tarian” attitudes and because
they were more loyal to the
DET than to the communities
in which they were serving.

“Teachers serve a communi-
ty: if T get transferred to Sea
Point, I must go to serve the
community of Sea Point,” says
Mr Mdladlana.

He said the DET was “un-
democratic” for “refusing” to
recognise the acting principals
as full principals, despite the
fact that many of them had
been interviewed and officially
placed into their positions by
the PTSAs.

Mr Bill Staude, regional

CITY/N:

chief director of the DET, said
the principals had not been re-
placed because the expelled
principals and deputy-principal
were held “against the posts
which they filled in a perma-
nent capacity” until they could
be placed in a “suitable vacan-
cy of the same grading else-
where”.

Mr Staude said three of the
expelled principals had accept-
ed early retirement, one was
transferred to a school in an-
other region, one was em-
ployed in a temporary capacity
at another school, while “the
services of a principal and a
deputy principal are being uti-
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lised at the area offices to as-
sist with professional tasks”.

Mr Monde Tulwana, chair-
man of the National Education
Co-ordinating Committee,
(Necc) said: “We believe that
by now they (the principals)
should have heen recognised
and we are challenging the
government on that issue.”

He said he was “quite ap-
palled” that the DET refused to
recognise the acting principals
as full principals, when they
were being employed and fully
accepted as principals in the
schools.

The last principal was “ex-
pelled” in April last year.
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Debate rages ove
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EACHER unity teeters in

the balance with the pend-

ing formation of a more mod-

erate federation before the de-

cisive first annual congress of

the South African Democratic
Teachers’ Union (Sadtu).

Established — and racially based
— teacher associations are pulling to
the centre beneath Sadtu’s feet and
have committed themselves to form
the National Professional Teachers’
Organisation of South Africa (Nup-
tosa) within the next few months.

Debate rages in the fraternity about
professionalism vs trade unionism
for teachers, and whether priority
should be given to their rights over
those of their charges. Also at issue
is the pace of dissolution of the more
than 30 local teacher organisations
although unity, they all say, is ine-
vitable.

Nuptosa interim secretary Noel
Huntingford told The Weekly Mail
this week moves had begun in Octo-
ber last year — at about the time of
the Sadtu launch — towards an al-
ternative forum for teachers.

This was spearheaded by the
Transvaal Union of African Teach-
ers (Tuata), which remained outside
of Sadtu. Its mother body, the Afri-
can Teachers’ Association of South
Africa (Atasa) was “effectively dis-
membered”, said Huntingford,
when only four of its affiliates
joined.

The “coloured” Union of Teachers
Associations of South Africa (Uta-
sa) is still active in Sadtu, although
the Cape Teachers’ Professional As-
sociation decided at its congress this
week to withdraw. The Indian
Teachers Association of South Afri-
ca (Tasa) is also still in the Sadtu
fold, but the eight white affiliates of
the Teachers’ Federal Council
(TFC) — four of them predominant-
ly Afrikaans-speaking — have join-
ed up with Nuptosa.

The TEC itself was deliberately ex-
cluded from talks, said Hunting-
ford, “It is perceived as an apartheid
structure and is not credible for

Teacher unity is fragite, with
the proposed formation of a
rival body to Sadtu in the
next few months.

By PORTIA MAURICE

many of our supporters,” he said.

Sadtu general secretary Randall
van den Heever this week assessed
his organisation’s gains, and said
members from the other bodies were
moving towards it. At its inception
Sadtu boasted 100 000 members,
but this has dropped to a more realis-
tic 30 000 as teachers re-register in-
dividually. Nuptosa boasts support
of 140 000 to 160 000.

The conservative teacher bodies,
he says, will “die on their feet”, and
are unlikely to dissolve, as agreed,
before the September congress.
“Autonomy is just an excuse to
maintain separate racial identities,
while displaying a pretence of multi-
racial unity to the world,” said Van
den Heever.

Huntingford is adamant, though
that amalgamation must be “an evo-
lutionary process which must hap-
pen when the time is right” and apace
with constitutional change.

Huntingford accuses Sadtu of in-
timidation, and of putting the inter-
ests of teachers before those of the
children. “We don’t deny that there
are grave problems with the condi-
tions of service for teachers and that
they have never had their rightful
place in decision-making — but
strikes and boycotts only sacrifice
the interests of the child.” Collective
bargaining is the solution, he says.

Van den Heever agrees that effective
grievance arbitration is the key, and
Sadtu is concerned about public per-
ceptions of its members as irrespon-
sible. He counters, though, that it’s a
question of cause and effect — sit-ins
and chalkdowns must be viewed in
context.

“While we are sensitive to parents’
concerns and agree that destabilisa-
tion of education is unhealthy, we

cannot allow members to be victim-
ised at will. All the problems would
be obviated if disputes were speedily
resolved.”

Education authorities have been
stubborn in denying recognition to
Sadtu. Traditionally, says Van den
Heever, teachers have been excluded
from public-sector negotiations with
the Commission for Administration,
and recognition is “in terms of con-
sultation and discussion”.

“But this is not enough. Employees
have to be legally empowered at ne-
gotiations — otherwise the educa-
tion departments just do with teach-
ers as they please. They offer us tea
and sandwiches in their offices, but
ultimately we can’t shift them.”

Sadiu is considering a draft recog-
nition agreement from the Depart-
ment of Education and Training, and
the government has charged the De-
partment of National Education —
which oversees salaries, certification
and syllabi — with investigating fu-
ture labour relations for teachers.

President FW de Klerk has refused

* requests to intervene, though, al-

though this would circumvent tedi-
ous talks with apartheid education
authorities.

Other departments have given posi-
tive responses, but kwaZulu has em-
phatically banned its teachers —
most of them in the Inkatha-
influenced Natal African Teachers’
Association — from trade-unjon ac-
tivities.

Nuptosa charges that Sadtu is
“moving away from a professional
stance”. But, says Van den Heever,
maintaining professional standards
is not incompatible with trade union-
ism. He denies that Sadtu is formally
aligned to the African National Con-
gress, but affiliation to the Congress
of South African Trade Unions will
be debated at the coming congress.
Members are involved in research on
curriculum development, evaluation
procedures in the classroom and a
draft code of ethics for teachers has

been prepared.
=
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Sadt
§Ocores a
vigtory.

By Pl 1|llGISlLE
MTSHALI
THE South African Dem-
ocratic Teachers Union
yesterday scored a victory
when it successfully
negonated the res
instatgment of six
B9 ch troom teachers
tf' By the Depajtment
~*of Bducation and Tryining

in eoember 8

Rahdall van den Heever,
yeéterday met DET
-deputy dlrector-general
Mr R du Precz in Pretqyia;

In December eifht
teachers were dismissed
for refusing to allow in-
spectors to evaluate them~
in their classrooms.

Dismissed

Two of the dismissed
teachers were not re-
appointed because they
were also arrested for al-
leged intimidation and
““the DET stated its reluc-
tance to deal with the
matter while it was still
sub judice”’.

The dismissal of the
eight prompted a chalk-
down by lkageng teachers
three weeks ago.

“‘Sadtu would like to
see an end to the chalk-
down in Potchefstroom in
the interests of the educa-
tion of our people,” said
Van den Heever,

The teachers will
return to classes on Mon-
day pending the final in-

terview with the Diamond
Fields regional director.

ween |
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Exam Scain inve

THE Department of
Education and Train-
ing’s (DET) silence con-
cerning mathematics
examination papers for
the Primary Teachers
Diploma (PDT) last year
is likely to be broken
soon, with the formation
of a delegation of com-
munity leaders, educa-

tion and legal experts

which will meet DET
officials.

The DET is alleged to
have bungled the Primary
Teachers Diploma (PTD)
paper and has refused to
have the papers re-marked,
students and lecturers told
PUPILS FORUM. -

Challenge

The incident was
published in New
NAaTION a few weeks ago.

The examination paper
is not the only grievance
the students and lecturers
have against the depart-
mcenl.

According 1o reports
from the  Nonhern

cation in Soshanguve, sev-
eral students who failed
last year were prepared to
write in March this year,
but were not allowed to do
so. Instead, they were
Jissued with diplomas and

“told that they had in fact

passed the examination,

but there had been an error

with the results.
Suspect

This reportedly made
other students who had
failed suspect that there
could have been “mis-
takes™ with their results as
well and they are to
demand a re-mark of the
examination papers.

The department has also
been accused of discour-
aging students from apply-
ing for aremark, although
they are entitled to one.

Four Ntuzuma College
of Education students in
Natal reportedly visited the
DET officese in Pretoria,
demanding to sec their
examination papers and

ransvaal Co]lege of Ed %uesxmg%

In a letter to the DET
from the Natal regional
sccretary of the National
Education Co-ordinating
Committee (NECC), H N

Mthembu said that the stu-
_dents were not allowed to
.see the scripts and the

department officials pre-
tended they did not know

who was responsible for

the examination of col-
leges of education
Manipulation

Another issue likely to
be raised by the delegation
is the suspected manipula-
tion of results to control
the number of graduates
each year.

It is believed that the
department worked out
results on the basis of cer-
tain quota figures. This
means that the department
may not allow a-certain -
number of teachers to
graduate in a particular
year if it had grounds to
fear there would be no
posts. .. . ..




CLOSED SHOP FOR HAWKERS . . . This week’
up their wares and wait for transport home.

sb

ng winter cold was

bad news for most Kliptown hawkers who were forced to pack

MIKE MZILENI]

r l6fq
CP Correspondent

SWAZILAND teachers
who have been flocking to
South Africa in search of
big salaries are now head-
ing back home in droves.

The exodus to South
Africa started about six
years ago, but since last
year the teachers have
been begging the Swazi-
wnd Minister of Educa-
on for their old jobs.

They say they decided
to return because of the
violence and high cost of
living in South Africa.

The Ministry of Educa-
tion has estimated that
teachers are returning at
the rate of five a month.

One teacher said she
decided to return home
when the school where
she taught was taken over
by pupils who dictated
the terms.

“They would come to
school singing political
songs and turned the
school into some kind of
political rally,” she said.
Pupils would often order
tcachers to go home.

Another teacher, who
taught at Daveyton, said
he was forced to carry a
gun to class because of
the violent mood of the
pupils.




Teachers>

IR

fail to mee

A MEETING called by the Department of Education
and Training and teachers of Senaoane Senior
Secondary School was aborted yesterday when 30 of the
teachers did not pitch up.

The meeting was the sixth attempt to resolve the is-
sue of 10 female teachers who walked out of the school
two months ago when a ‘‘male teacher”’ called for the
expulsion of the acting principal, Mrs RT Negota.

Mr Oupa Mpetha, media officer for Sadtu Soweto,
said they did not attend yesterday’s meeting because
they ‘“were not aware of it’’.

““We want to make it clear that the 10 teachers did
not leave the school because of Sadtu,”” he said.

““Sadtu does not condone the dismissal of teachers |
and principals from schools. We have taken it upon our-
selves to resolve the problem of Senaoane, but we were
snubbed by the 10 other teachers. Two invitations have
been turned down.” )

Azapo and PAC representatives attended the meeting
where it was decided that another meeting would be

held on Thursday at 2pm at Molapo Technical College.




eachers are

PROFESSOR E’skia

Mphahlele, director
of the Council for
Black Education and
Research, has urged
black teachers to es-
tablish contact with
pupils during their
spare time.

He was speaking at an
education workshop held
in Warmbaths at the
weekend.

The theme of the
meeting, which was at-
tended by teachers and

" people of various profes-
sions, was Our children:
Our future.

The event was part of
a rural development pro-
ject mun by Pretoria’s
vocational guidance and
education centre.

Mphahlele emphasised
the need for school chil-
dren to know what it felt
like to associate with
teachers outside school.

“It never ceases to
amaze me to observe so
many of our teachers un-
willing to spend one or
two hours with their’
pupils after school to help
them learn to live in the
real world with their
teachers.

“The pupils need to
know what it is to live
without authority brea-
thing down their necks,
and with no rules and
regulations being con-
tinually thrown at them.

“After school and
weekends are times for
such contacts. I see, too
often  for  comfon,

teachers go through the
deadly routine of moving
between home and school
and places of wild enter-
tainment,””  Mphahiele
said.

Delegates at the con-
ference agreed with him
when he said loss of tradi-
tion and culture formed
part of the history that has
disrupted African life.

“Since pastoral life
was damaged and blacks
became landless, we have
never lived in an environ-
ment we have created for
ourselves, We have been
dumped in an environ-
ment and have remained
alien to it.

Stress

““We are unable to
remake it, for the sake of
our welfare; it is as alien
as the education imposed
on us,” he stated.

He said  African
humanism has  been
severely damaged. People
are in a perennial state of
stress, without a culture
that can give them the
moral strength to with-
stand the assault of white
values and culture.

Mphahlele called on
teachers to  become
counsellors rather than
representatives of
authority. They should
also stop thinking of
themselves as classroom
practitioners.

‘At the same time
they should resist the
temptation to be platform

activists, especially now
that there is such over-
whelming pressure on
teachers to affiliate with
sectional political groups.
As teachers we cannot af-
ford to drag such affilia-
tions into the classroom,””
delegates heard.

This attitude, he said,
promoted freedom of in-
quiry, expression and fear
unlike the authoritarian
education which operated
by driving fear into both
children and teachers.

He said education
should be part of com-
munity development and
not a mere struggle for
certificates. That would
allow teachers to be com-
mitted citizens of a com-

munity sharing its
anxieties and hopes.
Mphahlele  advised

teachers to form study
groups all over the coun-
try to discuss cultural
matters. He said such
study circles would help
them share individual ex-
periences relating to the
changing culture of black
people.

Delegates resolved to
forge links with churches,
youth groups, women’s
organisations and
organisations such as
burial sacieties. Emphasis
was put on the need to
hold workshops  from
time to time and it was
agreed that a lot of work
had to be done by parents,
pupils and teachers them-
selves to put black educa-
tion right.

R R S ——..



B More than 200 teach

geng, near Potchefstroom, were dis-
missed by them?li’tthe md‘?ct;l te;'ll‘ns
two weeks ago, following al
down”in the area, Ml\;:\»f s 1|ﬂ

Theactionwasinpmtngagainstthe
previous suspension of eight members
of the South African Democratic
‘Teachers’ Union. -

Education and Training director gen-
eral Bernhard Louw eonfirmed the dis-
missals, and said his department
would consider individual requests for
reinstatement. .

W Delegates to a weekend Farm~.
Schools Networking Conference at3x
.| Broederstroom, near Pretoria, high-g
:| lighted the urgent need to abolish the2
farm school system in favour of state
responsibility providing education toyy
| allin rural South Africa, -
The conference, arising Trom an
tober 1990 seminar on rural sdlooh?;i
discussed teacher development and3
A conditions of service for rural =
i| genderissues, land and security of ten- 3
A fecting farmworkers.”

=

=¥ I

S )

51 W Black Southr Afrricans see education
as a'top priority for government,
whereas whites regard housing as be-
J| Ing more urgent, according to a recent
§| survey by Research Surveys, .
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The pupil-teacher ratio
in Department of Educa-
tion and Training schools

ing homelands) was 53:1,
a slight improvement
over the previous year.

between 1987 and 1989 At secondary schools,
remained fairly constantgthe ratio of 47:1 repre-
at 38:1, the South African~sented an increase over
Institute of Race Rela-T"the previous year’s fig-

tions said in a report re-Tyure of 43:1,

leased this week.

By comparison, the
ratio in 1989 was 23:1 in
coloured schools. For In-

dian schools it was 20:1 .
\\ing all homelands) was

and 17:1 for whites.

The pupil-classroom
ratio for black schools
was also much higher
than for other races.

The report said the es-
timated pupil-classroom
ratio for 1989 at black
primary schools (includ-

The shortage of facili-
ties was most acute in
the homelands, especial-
ly at primary level,
where the ratio (includ-

53:1, also a slight im-
provement oh the previ-
ous year, the report said.

At secondary schools,
the ratio of 47:1 repre-
sented an increase over
the previous year’s 43:1.
— Sapa.

]
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M More than 200 tea

geng, near Potchefstroom, were dls-

missed by the DET at the end of term

twe weeks ago, following.a “chalks

down” in the area. ‘-“\‘"-""f_y‘ Mgt
The action was in against the

previous suspension of eight members

of the South African Democratic

i

Education and Training director gen-
esal Bernhard Louw confirmed the dis-
missals, and said his department

wonld consider individual requests for
reinstatement.

T —— T
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The pupil-teacher ratio ing homelands) was 53:1,

in Department of Educa-
tion and Training schools
between 1987 and 1989

a slight improvement
over the previous year,
At secondary schools,

remained fairly constantg~the ratio of 47:1 repre-
at 38:1, the South African~~sented an increase over
Institute of Race Rela-C™the previous year’s fig-

tions said in a report re-Tyure of 43:1.

leased. this week.

By comparison, the
ratio in 1989 was 23:1 in
coloured schools. For In-
dian schools it was 20:1
and 17:1 for whites.

The pupil-classroom
ratio for black schools
was also much higher
than for other races.

The report said the es-
timated pupil-classroom
ratio for 1989 at black

The shortage of facili-
ties' was most acute in
the homelands, especial-
ly at primary level,
where the ratio (includ-

\\ing all homelands) was

53:1, also a slight im-
provement on the previ-
ous year, the report said.

At secondary schools,
the ratio of 47:1 repre-
sented an increase over
the previous year’s 43:1.
— Sapa.

!

primary schools (includ-



(Mabuza elected as Promar's director

Promat Colleges has appointed the former XMabuza said{ 325
Chief Minister of Kangwane, Enos‘s Mabuza was recently
Mabuza onto its Board of Trusiees. ~~elected to serve on the

Welcoming the appointment, Promat execy boards of directors of
utive director, Larry Robertson, said thal.,\the Premier Group,
Mabuza was not only an admired leader, but ¢ Standard Bank and
also an acknowledged educational expert. .2 Times Media Limited.

“We value his independent thought, wis- A statement released
dom and the valuable contribution that he rby Promat said that the
will make in the formulation of Promat pol- 2 institution last year had
icy”, Robertson said. £ a pass rate of 84 per

In his speech, Mabuza said Promat was § cent compared to the
sowing the seeds of learning and the pursuit™ Department of Educa-
of excellence. * § tion and Training results of 42 per cent.

“In order to teach the new South Africa It added that early this year Promat in con-
we are sadly struggling towards, we should = junction with the University of Witwater-
hamess the vision and the experience of Pro-  srand, will open the first independent teach-
mat to revitalise our educational system”, % er training college in the country.

o
Enos Mabuza




Teacher
to march %9

MORE than 6 500
teachers in the Southern
Transvaal will leave their
classrooms next Wednes-
day to march from Johan-
nesburg’s city centre to
the Department of Educa-
tion and Training’s
Braamfontein offices.

At a Press conference
in Johannesburg, Sadtu
regional general secretary
Mr Dennis Molaba said
the nationwide action was
a reaction to the appalling
and deteriorating condi-
tions teachers had to suf-
fer. %‘evw ‘\\\o\ \

The Government was
unwilling to address their
grievances, which in-
cluded the suspension of
18 teachers in Katlehong,
the dismissal of 200
teachers in KwaZulu and
the dismissal of 202
teachers in Potchef-

. stroom, - Sapa, .
wﬂ AT ?HAJ’ 2 UH‘JN
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THE S& >?_n emocratic
Teachers’ Union (Sadw) will take to
the streets on August 7 to demand
goverrunent recognition.

Sadty, angered by President FW
de Klerk's willingness to discuss rec-
ognition with the racially-based Na-
tional Professional Teachers
Organisation of South Africa
(NAPTOSA) plans a countrywide
“day of action”.

Teachers will hold pickets, rallies
and marches. Their grievances include:

o The government’s unwillingness to
recognise it as a national, nonracial
teachers’ union;

o The alleged victimisation of teach-

” ers by the Department of Educa-
tion and Training (DET) and the
Kwazulu education department;

o The “dismissive” attitude adopted
by the education department in the
House of Representatives;

o The House of Delegates education
department imposing “authoritarian
structures on o schools”.

The ANC, PAC and the National
Education Crisis Committee (NECC)
are supporting the Sadtu actions.

Sadtu’s general-secretary, Mr
Randall van der Heever, said the
government was “clearly in favour of
racially-constituted and system ori-
entated bodies”. He said the Depart-
ment of National Education had de-
liberately “dragged its feet” in recog-
nising Sadtu.



Parents, pupils
%4
protest at schogg

w

“ 2\l By IKE MoTSARI
CLASSES were disrupted at a Soweto school yesterday
when pupils - supported by their parents - demonstrated
against the reinstatement of 10 teachers.

The incident happened at 8am when parents
denounced the reappointment of the teachers and two
clerks who they said ‘‘absconded without reason in
March this year”.

The teachers and clerks were expected to resume
their duties yesterday following a notice written by the
area inspector, Mr SM Ncala. i

A source in Department of Education and Training’s
Braamfontein offices confirmed that there had been
trouble at Senaoane Secondary School since March,

The chairman of the Parents, Teachers and Students
Association, Mr Henry Maphumolo, said: “We have’
unanimously agreed that the teachers and clerks who
left on their own accord should not be reinstated.”

@ See picture Page 6




THE South African Dem-
ocratic Teachers Union
has no campaign to fight
principals and education
authorities as it has been
portrayed in recent
months.

Sadtu assistant general
secretary Mr Thulas
Nxesi, speaking during
vesterday’s Face the Na-
tion Sowetan/Radio Metro
Talkback Show, said his
union would, however,
fight all kinds of corrup-
lon and mismanagement
by education depart-
ments’ authorities.

*“The chalk-downs and
teacher strikes that were
attributed to Sadtu were
agendas of organisations
that later dissolved to be

part of Sadtu,” Nxesi
said.

““We have not called
for any such action except

for the mass campaign for

recognition that is,

planned for next Wednes-
day.”

Teachers had a right to
organise, to strike and to
collective bargaining,
Nxesi told a caller who
questioned protest actions

-Sadty

that forced teachers to
leave pupils stranded,

He said although
Sadtu had no campaign to
eliminate the authoritv of
principals it would be im-
moral of them not to
stand up against those
who victimised their
members,

He said his union con-
sulted with all liberation
movements fighting for a
nonracial, non-sexist
South Africa but they
would not consult with
Inkatha and the Conserva-
tive Party as they pursued
different goals.

Sadtu was launched in
October 1990 and boasts
a membership of 35 000
of all races countrywide.




Ex-Labour man

THE second most important man in
govermnmernt education — if only nom-
inally — is a “brown Nat”,

Abe Williams — a prominent rugby
man, Boland landowner and former
Labour Party MP — was the dark
horse in President FW de Klerk’s an-
nounced reshuffle of education mini-
sters this week. He swept right up the
corridors of power to provide back-up
to Minister Louis Pienaar as deputy
minister of national education. With
this move, Williams becomes the first
“plack” person to serve in & ministerial
portfolio, due compensation for his
movement across the floor with disaf-
fected Labour Party members to the
National Party during the last session
of parliament.

Some say National Education is a
dead department, acting only as an um-
brella body with no muscle to influence
racially fragmented educational poli-
cies. But Williams may be well-placed
to deal with “own affairs” juggling: he
served as deputy education minister in
the coloured House of Representatives
for just over a year until his resignation
in Tune.

Educationists interviewed this week
were circumspect about the replace-

‘ment of Education and Culture: House
of Assembly Minister Piet Clase Dy

Piet Marais, and Education and Train- -

ing Minister Stoffel van der Merwe by
Sam de Beer. Most said it signalled a
possible turn for the better, others that
the story remains much the same.

“It’s just different people fielding or
batting but the game remains the
same,” said Transvaal Union of Afri-
can Teachers (Tuata) president Leepile
Taunyane. “What we need is a change
in the system. The two new ministers
will have to knuckle down to the same
problems as their predecessors.”

In its response, the National Educa-
tion Co-ordinating Committee said
Clase’s resignation came as “no sur-
prise”, and that Van der Merwe’s han-
dling of the white schools occupation
campaign had «confirmed his incapac-
ity to move boldly and act decisively
when it mattered”.

The new appointments indicate that
the government still has its feet very
much stuck in the racial mode. “This
was a perfect opportunity for De
Klerk to move towards one ministry,
said Dr Johan van Zijl, director of the
Education Foundation. “It’s 2 pity he
did not use it.”

more ‘verligte’ men. But
bring about much change?
By PORTIA MAURICE

Most agreed, though, that both De
Beer — who switches from welfare,,
housing and works — and Marais —
now deputy head of African education
— are verligle “new Nais”, who are
likely to further the reform process.

Both have had experience in black
education, and it is hoped this will fa-
cilitate inter-departmental co-operation
and understanding. “Marais has been
exposed to the harsh realities of black
education. Now that they’ve put him
in charge of the Rolls Royce, he will
find it very hard to defend white privi-
leges.” said Roger Burrows, Demo-
cratic Party spokesman on education.

De Beer was in charge of black educa-
tion during the school boycotis of the
late 1980s and is said to have dealt as-
tutely with the crisis, as ministers go.
According to Shelagh Gastrow, he is
remembered for his agreement with the
Cradock Residents” Association to re-
instate activist Matthew Goniwe as

:
school mzsn_m owing protests

over his transfer; his successful media-
tion of a boycott at a Fort Beaufort col-
lege after expulsions; the comprormiise
reached between his department offi-
cials and black parents and students re-
garding the posiponement of exams in
1985; and his agreement t0 recognise
student representative councils at
schools for blacks.

Clase — himself an ex-teacher — is
commonly known as a diehard con-
servative, who found moves towards
deracialising education hard to stom-
ach. His handling of white education
was always “one step forward, two
steps backwards”, one source said,
and his announced closure of white
Iraining colleges earlier this year was
particularly schizophrenic.

“Although he had very strong per-
sonal reasons for leaving politics after
17 years, I think he felt during the last
session of parliament that he was
holding the can for everyone ineduca-
tion,” said Burrows.

Clase will go down in history for his
A, B and C “open” school models, in-
troduced almost a year ago. But he ob-
viously felt uncomfortable with inte-
gration, and these models — which

ion shifts

give white parents the option to allow
in black pupils — arc seen by many as
a stop-gap measure.

“The political tide has turned against
the Clascs of this world,” said Johan-
nesburg headmaster and member of
the joint working group on education
Brother Neil McGurk. “He was 2 nice
enough fellow but he was over-
whelmed by the demands of a new
South Africa.”

Van der Merwe has been moved out
of his portfolio, it seems, t0 play a
more active role in political negotia-
tions. Earlier this year, he was given
an ultimatum to resign by the Con-
gress of South African Students and
the Southern Transvaal branch of the
NECC. In its response to the resigna-
tions, the South African Democratic
Teachers’ Union said he had “failed
miserably” in addressing the crisis in
black education. “Van der Merwe took
over black education at a time of enor-
mous toil and strife. It doesn’t scem as
though he managed to put out the
flames,” said Van Zijl.

Members of the joint working group,
which he chaired, expressed disap-
pointment that he is to go-.

®Sece PAGE 13




The re-instatement of 190 teachers in
Ikageng township, near Potchesf-
stroom, did not resolve the education
crisis there, and students have planned
to boycott classes if the authorities

refuse to re-instate a furg teach-
ers. 3
The conflict among teachers and the

Department of Education and Training
(DET) began late last year when certain
teachers, in compliance with the South
African Democratic Teachers Union’s
(Sadtu) defiance campaign, refused to

inspected. nlews Nevhon (W'x“rr?é

Eight teachers still on probation in tei
of the department’s code, reportedly par-
ticipated in the campaign. The department
suspended them, arguing that since they
were on probation, they were supposed to
undergo continuous evaluation.

Disputed 2{¢~[s}:l

However, this was disputed by the
teachers’ union on the basis that some of
the teachers had already been teaching for
three years, while the department’s pro-
bation period was supposed to last for only
a year.

Negotiations to have them re-instated
failed and the entire teaching force of 403
teachers went on strike in solidarity with
the eight. This brought schooling in the
entire township to a halt on June 6 this
year.

Mid year examinations were not written
and during the vacation the department
interviewed and re-instated 190 of the sus-
pended teachers, leaving 13 in the cold.

According to the local Education Co-
ordinating Committee, the re-instated
teachers have lost all their benefits since
they are now being considered as new
employees of the department.

Furthermore, three of the 13 teachers
are facing charges of intimidation and tres-
passing - in their own schools ~ and are
due to appear in court on August 13.

The delegation from the township,
which hopes to meet DET officials, will
request that charges against the three be
withdrawn and that all re-instated teachers
regain their original benefits.

The spokesperson also questioned why
charges of intimidation had been laid
against the three. He also wanted an expla-
nation of why only 203 teachers were dis-
missed when 403 of them went on strike.




all set for-
big protest

BLACK schools may come to a
standstill on Wednesday when
about 40 000 teachers countrywide
embark on protest action demand-
ing the recognition of their union,

The day has been declared ““A Na-
tional Day of Teachers Action”. The ac-
tion will range from picketing to haif-day
stayaways, marches and sit-ins in an at-
tempt to get official recognition for the
South African Democratic Teachers
Union.

Sadw deputy president Mr Poobie
Naicker said the teachers’ protest would
be aimed at all departments of education.

‘“But we emphasise that teachers
should fulfil most of their teaching obli-
gations before participating in protest ac-
tions.”

Apart from fighting for recognition,
the teachers are protesting against the
“callous victimisation of teachers and
the: House Representatives’ arrogant and
dismifsive attimde” towards Sadtu’s
demands. : ..

Naicker said they would also protest

On Friday we asked whether hospital
workers should go on strike in view of
the importance of their jobs. Now the
teachers are threatening a strike. For
the sake of the children, shouldn’t dif-
ferent rules apply to them as well?
‘What do you think? '

Telephone DJ Tim Modise and
share your opinion with the nation on
the Sowetan/Radic Metro Talkback
Show between 5 and 6pm today.

The hotline number is 714-8063.

sistence “‘to foist authoritarian structures
like PTSA’s onto schools in a top-down
manner”’.

He said Sadtu. was alarmed to learn
that State President FW de Klerk had met
the National Professional Teachers Or-
ganisation of South Africa to discuss its
recognition.

“For four months we have been
negotiating with De Klerk’s office to
hold an urgent meeting but we have been
told he is not prepared to meet us,”” said
Naicker. - Sowetan Correspondent.

against the House of Delegates per-
T







Teachers under fire over demo

THE South African Democratic
Teachers Union, which has called
for mass protest action tomorrow,
has come under fire from both the

i Office of the State President and the

. Department of Education and Train-
' ing. g\&i&wﬁg
Sadfu” has declare omon’ow a

national’ day of action in which
about 40 000 teachers would take
part in countrywide demonstrations
to back demands for its recognition.

Sadtu’s vice-president. Mr
Poobie Naicker said this week that
President FW de Klerk had met the
National Professional Teachers Or-
ganisation of South Africa over its

|__ByTHEMBA MOLEFE |

recoghition while he had refused to
meet Sadtu.

In a statement De Klerk’s office
said Naptosa was already a recog-
nised union and had met De Klerk

with other such organisations. @9

Helping pupils
e director-general of the De-
partment of Education and Training,
Dr Bernard Louw, said yesterday he
had noted with disappointment
Sadw’s intention to proceed with
demonstrations tomorrow,
*1 call on Sadtu to take part in

the renewal of education and to
make a constructive contribution
towards helping pupils to realise
their potential.

**Pupils in the DET have already
lost a number of school days as a
result of the Sadtu action. Teachers
are often forced to participate in ac-
tions they do not support.”

Louw said his department had on
April 25 discussed with Sadtu the
possibility of its recognition.

“‘On June 19 Sadty, in a letter to
the department, expressed their ap-
preciation for the department's
detailed response to their applica-
tion,”” said Louw.




S {1
By Phil Molefe
Education Reporter

More than 40 000 teach-
ers throughout the coun-
try will stage protest ral-
lies in major centres
today to demand the rec-
ognition of the SA Demo-
cratic Teachers’ Union
(Sadtw).

About 7000 teachers
from black, coloured and
Tndian schools and 2 few
from white schools are
- expected t0 converge on
Selbourne Hall in Johan-
for a protest

ment in Braamiontein.
Sadtu southern Trans-
vaal yice-chairman Pa-
Jesa Popi said yesterday
that a national memo-
demanding
recognition
would be delivered to the
offices. A regional mern-

teachers would also be
handed over.

Soweto pranch gener-
al-secretary Veli Mnyan-
du said the Department
of Education and Train-

to take part in today’s
«National Day of Teach-
ers’ Action’”.

wlpe DET has sent out
circulars to schools
threatening teachers that

s

the! would be yiolating
their conditions of ser-
vice if they joined the

n

est of the child to im
rove conditions in

schools and ensure tha

effective

ing
short notice,
gatherings.
He said teachers: had
reported to authorities
that Sadtu encouraged

them to behave unprof- |

essionally-
accuse!

conclude that the organi-

sation did not have the

interests of the pupils at:

heart.
@ Chalk-down challenge
— Page 13 i
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with
_~ “education authorities,
having opted for en defiance
of the Governmen:
Demonstrationsnd marches
have been plannecor today in

nonracial teachers’ fderation.

_Sadtu members it its 15 re-
gions will “down calks” and
take to the streets, hld protest

rallies,  demonstratons and
pickets — openly delying their
education departmems.

Behind  the

The anger has been simmer-
ing for a long time, and now the
teachers have unleashed their
message: “Enough is enough.”

n_challenge

Today’s nationwide teacher strike Is under fire from parents, who want their children to study and pass, and
from the education authorities, who see the protest as destructive. Education Reporter PHIL MOLEFE reports.

Sadtu said in a last
week that educators had decid-
ed to embark oa this action “in
the light of the ongoing appall-
ing and deteriorating conditions
under which teachers find
themselves; the lowering of
standards; summary dismissals:
the deepening crisis to disas-
trous proportions: and the Gov-
ernment’s unwillingess to ad-
dress the pathetic plight of
teachers”.

The has given

and militant stand the teachers
have taken lies years of frustra-
tion and suppressed anger.

the Government until the end of
this month to address teachers’
demands, failing which a meet-

ing will be convened on Septem-
ber 6 to decide further action.

in schools through the
joint working group set up after
a meeting in February between
President de Klerk and a group
of educationists led by ANC
president Nelson Mandela.

It is believed some of the
members of the joint working

group are disgruntled with the
little progress made so far.

Sadtu said it had tried to ne-
gotiate recognition with various
education departments, but
there was little the authorities
could offer.

“The Government is willing
to recognise and meet organi-
sations like the National Pro-
fessional Teachers Organisation
of South Africa, but give no re-
gard to applications by Sadtu.”
said Sadtn secretary-general
Thulas Nxeshi.

He said the only option
open to his organisation was
mass action.

certain quarters, and has been
dismissed as lacking moral jus-
tification.

Most Soweto parents said
teachers were being insensitive
to children by waging cam-
paigns at this time of the year.

“We are now in the third
quarter of the year and teach-

b

ers should be preparing our kids
for the end-of-year examina-
tions,” said one, Elizabeth Mo-
koena.

Michael Motlatsi of Meadow-
lands said: “We urged our kids
to go to school at the beginning
of the year, but the teachers’
action defies the very call they
were part of.”

The director-general of the
Department of Education and *
Training, Dr Bernhard Louw,
said yesterday that he had
noted  with  disappointment

Sadiw’s intention to proceed
with demonstrations.

“The intended demonstra-
tions have no contribution to
make in the light of challenges
presently facing education.

“I call on Sadtu to take part
in the renewal of education. and
to make a comstructive contri-
bution towards helping pupils to
realise their potential.” he said.

It was strange that demon-
strations had been organised to
highlight the recognition issue,
while the department was busy
considering Sadtu’s recognition,
Dr Louw added.

Whether the teachers are
right or wrong in their actions

action by educators has harmful
effects and, sometimes, teach-
ers take time to recover from
such actions.

The protracted chalk-down
strike, which started in April
last year. by about 5000 teach-
ers in the Johannesburg region
destroved morale in schools,
and it took the teachers some
time to regain their confidence
and take control of classrooms.

The Sadtu leadership is
aware of these effects. and that
is why they are trying to limit
their action 1o a single day.

Renowned Soweto education-
ist Thamsanga Wilkie Kambule
said it was unfortunate that
pupils would be left without
teachers, but urged education
authorities to recognise the
union and defuse the situation.

“I1f the department is in-
terested that things should run
smoothly, it could pre-empt
strikes by saying: Yes. we are

ing you,” said Mr Kam-

is highly but a sure
point that emerges is that strike

bule.0
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5 {000 teachers

rch in C
').S TANIA LEVY
ABUUT 5000 singing and chant-

ing teachers marched through Jo-
hannesburg’s CBD yesterday, de-
i § diate r

of the SA Democratic Teachers’
Union (Sadtu), a “living wage” and
a single education system.

They converged on the Depart-
ment of Education and Training
offices in Braamfontein where
memoranda were handed to DET
Johannesburg assistant director
Peet Fourie, flanked by two
armed policemen in camouflage
aniferm, pLPAY Cv

Similar marches e held
countrywide to highlight Sadtu’s
demand for recogaition by the
National Education Department.

Leaders of the Johaonesburg
march said they were “deeply dis-
appointed” that DET Johannes-
burg regional direetor Richard
Motau had not met them in per-
son. They were angry that they
had been refused entry to the
Suilding.

“We believed the DET had an
open door policy,” said Sadtu
southern Transvaal chairman Is-
mail Vadi.

Vadi said President FW de
Klerk and Naticnal Edueation
Minister Louis Pienaar had until
August 30 to respond to demands
or teachers would take further
mass action.

BUSINESS DAY, Thursday, August 8 1991

Insurers
a surge

oo g B ‘l\
SHORT-term msurance com-
panies are conducting an urgent
investigation into what they
claim is an alarming escalation
in the number of fraudulent
claims.

Spokesmen said yesterday that in
many cases companies had reported
arise in false claims in excess of 70%
compared with 1990.

They said insurance fraud had in-
creased in most classes of cover but
the recession had pushed the public to
“desperate measures”, resuiting in
personal-lines and motor insurance-
related fraud claims soaring.

Insurers reported cases of people
re-registering old vehicles and insur-
ing them as new models. The vehicles
later disappeared or were written off
in accidents.

General Accident head office
claims manager Jeffrey Smith said
his company had now appointed a
full-time fraud investigator. How-
ever, it was almost impossible to in-
vestigate every claim due to the vol-
umes involved.

Smith said if the incidence of
fraud-related claims continued to
climb, insurers would be forced to
investigate every claim submitted
and to value the property prior to the

probe
ofikgud

SEAN VAN ZYL

issue of cover.

A number of vehicle-related
claims found to be fraudulent in-
volved false registration papers. He
added that these incidences usually
involved professional confidence
tricksters, who were in the minority.

Most fraudulent cases were perpe-
trated by people “reporting exagger-
ated values on their property”.

Auto & General spokesman Nick
Mew said that cases of “double insur-
ing”, in which the same property was
insured twice through two different
insurers, had become more
noticeable.

Insurance brokers PFV Group di-
rector Brian Gillespie said about 99%
of the risk underwritten by insurers
would not normally be evaluated at
the time of the policy being signed.

While insurers have levelled cri-
tism against some brokers for signing
up unsound business, Gillespie said
“there is nothing more a broker can
do above that of an insurer to detect
fraudulent claims”.

However, it would be almost im-
possible for frauds to work if proper
claim-handling control systems were
maintained.

~Tzeag

Researcher: AIDS haj entered explosive phase

SA's AIDS epidemic had already
reached the start of its “explosive
phase” and the disease would spread
rapidly in the next five to six years,
Wits Health Policy Unit senior re-
searcher Jonathon Broomberg said
vesterday.

In a paper read out at the same
AIDS conference at the Wits Medical
Schiool in Johannesburg, ANC health
spokesman Dr Manto Tshabalala said
"AIDS was a political issue.

7 rama LEVY

The battle against AIDS had to be
linked to the fight for racial and eco-
nomic equality, the emancipation of
women, compulsory education, ade-
quate housing and the overhaui of the
migrant labour system and the health
system, Tshabalala said.

Broomberg said it was vital for
government to improve the detection
and treatment of other sexually

transmitted diseases (STDs),

People with STDs were more likely
to become infected and pass on the
AIDS virus.

Broomberg said the incidence of
STDs was as high as 25% in some
sectors of the SA population. He said
about 180 000 peopie were believed to
be HIV-infected at present.

By the year 2005 about 892 000 peo-
ple would have already died of AIDS.
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Teachers put:

orm.xm

SCHOOLING came to a standstill yesterday when
thousands of teachers - mostly members of the
South African Democratic Teachers Union - took
part in marches, pickets and rallies in major
centres throughout the country.

The actions were part of the ‘“National Day of Ac-
tion’” aimed at putting pressure on the Government to
recognise the 10-month-old union, which claims a
signed-up membership of 40 000.

The union was also protesting against the Govern-
ment’s ‘‘failure’” to resolve the education crisis.

The union went ahead with the action despite an ap-
peal by the Minister of Education and Training, Dr Stof-
fel van der Merwe.

In Johannesburg, more than 10 000 teachers con-
verged on the Johannesburg City Hall where they were

own

By NKOPANE MAKOBANE and Sapa _

addressed by speakers from the National Education Co-
ordinating Commitee, the Congress of South African
Trade Unions and Sadt.

At 1 pm the teachers marched on the DET’s Braam-
fontein offices, where they presented a memorandum
and a letter addressed to State President FW de Klerk.

The memorandum gave the Government until the end
of this month to respond “‘positively’’ to the teachers’
demands.

The two documents were received by Mr Peet Fourie,
DET’s assistant chief director.

Many teachers were furious to learn that the chief
director, Mr RR Motau, failed to turn up to personally
receive the memorandum,

Addressing a media conference afterwards, Mr Ismail
Valli of Sadtu’s Southern Transvaal region said the
organisation was proud that more than 10 000 teachers
from all education departments were represented in the
protest action.

Valli also pointed out that the action was not only
directed at the DET, but other education departments as
well.

He said the call for recognition was directed at the
Department of National Education because *‘there is no
point in negotiationg teachers’ problems with different
education departments’’.

On the East Rand all secondary schools were deserted
as hundreds of teachers stayed away to attend a protest
rally in Johannesburg.

A DET spokesman confirmed a 100 percent ab-
senteeism.

WE DEMAND
. AN END 10
APARTHEID
_EDUCATION!

Posters and v.mom_.nm were n::._umn _...< m.._mJ\ nmmn-_m_.m at the front door

of the Department of Education and Trai

ing’s offices in Braamfontein,

Johannesburg, <mm~m_dv< This was during the South African Democratic
Teachers’ Union’s :Zm:o:m_ Day of Action” to demand the recognition

of the union.

Pic: MBUZENI ZULU




Teachers march in bid to have un

By Phil Molefe ¢k Q) c// .
Edueation Reporter

Teachers countrywide Sow. to
the streets yesterday, holding
protest rallies, demonstrations

and marches to demand recog-
nition of the 40 000-member
South African Democratic
Teachers’ Union.

More than 5000 teachers
marched along Rissik Street,

waving placards and chanting
slogans, to the Department of
Education and Training.

Police and traffic inspectors
kept a close watch as the throng
toyi-toyied to the DET offices.

fon _\maom___mm@

The march was preceded by
a protest rally at the Johannes.
burg City Hall at which teach-
ers threatened to take further
action if education authorities
did not address their demands.
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IN A spirit of unity and defiance, thousands of black teachers took to
the streets this week to fight for recognition of the 10-month-old South

vice in the profession.,\M o3, 06 - 1S

In Johannesburg, about 4 000 teachers marched to the regionatof:
fice of the Department of Education and Training in Braamfontein to
deliver a memorandum outlining their grievances.

The demand for a living wage was imaginatively depicted by one
demonstrator with a blackboard T-square and half aloaf of bread.

“We are marching because we cannot maintain our families. The
money we get is small change — you can't buy anything with it,” said
Margaret Radebe, who teaches at a technical school in Soweto.

Education authorities have been given untit August 30 to respond
positively, failing which further action will be considered.

In other centres around the country, teacher action included pickets,
rallies, marches and stayaways. Photo: KEVIN CARTER

Aftican Democratic Teachers’ Union and for better conditionsq::)
225




| 40 000
teacher
on th -

by @q&_\uw\q l.
By LULAMA LUTI

WHEN more than
40 000 teachers in major
centres throughout the
country took to the streets
demanding recognition
and the establishment of|

a single education system|
this week, it marked a
new era in the profession.

Like their counterparts
all over the world, teach-
ers are demanding the

: right to join a union.
AN

RN e Says South African|!

¥ Democratic Teachers’|:
Union general secretaryy:
Randall van den Heever:
“We don’t believe being
members of a trade union
will make us unprofes-
sional.

“In fact, we believe
strongly that the trade
union principle of griev-
ance arbitration and prob-
lem resolution would helpl]
ease the constant conflicts|,
between teachers and thel;
DET in particular.”

The teachers say that i
their demands are notj
met by the end of the]
month they will “take ac:
tion”.

: : - < These include the im-}*
: R ? 4 : v : y . provement of teachers’
. . W s g8 - : . salaries, the employment d
= ,. i e o e - & ’ - g% . of more teachers and the
tor othier demands on the future @ pic: SIPHIWE MHLamBI building of more schools.

[ - i B
TEACHERS ON THE M

,O<m . demanding the right to join a unton and

T
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Dismissal
row haltsO

teaching

THE Department of
Education and Train-
ing in the Free State
and northern Cape
region has suspended
effective teaching in
Botshabelo following
a dispute between it
and the South African
Democratic Teachers
Union over the dis-

missal of nine

teachers.

The nine teachers, all
citizens of Lesotho, were
not reappointed at the be-
ginning of the academic
year in terms of Section
19 (1)(E) of the Education
and Training Act which
stipulates that a teacher
may not be considered for
a permanent appointment
unless he is a South Affi-
can citizen or a citizen of
Transkei, Ciskei, Venda
or Bophuthatswana.

SOWETAN
Correspondent

In a circular signed by
the regional chief director,
Dr TI Terblanche and sent
to all principals and staff,
parents, ministers of reli-
gion, Pan Afticanist Con-
gress, African National
Congress, Congress of
South African Students,
the civic association and
Sadtu, the chief director
said the decision to
suspend all education ser-
vices to Botshabelo
school was because.of:

* Sadtu suspension of’
inspectors visits to Bot-
shabelo  schools unless
certain demands as stated
m their memorandum
handed to the region of-
fice this year were met;
and

*Cosas’ action through
its Bopana branch on July

26 where inspectors were
intimidated and prevented
from performing their
duties at the school, Cosas
aligned themselves with
the union’s decision to
suspend all inspectors

visiting  Botshabelo
schools.
In an attempt to

normalise education in
Botshabelo, the regional
officials met respectively
with Botshabelo princi-
pals, ministers of religion,
PAC, civics and Cosas,
but these attempts have
not been successful.

The Department was
concerned about the col-
lapse of education in Bot-
shabelo and this became
apparent when officials
visited schools and found
that; teachers arrive late at
schools, and in many in-
stance leave before the
end of the school day.
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FIVE teachers have been fired and

By MONK NKOMO

$

15 matric pupils 9 in-
defintely by a white Warmbaths
farmschool owner after they al-
legedly objected to the teaching of
mathematics in Afrikaans.

Liaison Officer for the Department of
Education and Training Mr Geoff Mak-
wakwa confirmed the dismissal of the
five teachers at the Metse-Tshehia
Secondary School in Vaalwater, Warm-
baths, last Thursday.

Makwakwa said they were barred from
entering the premises of the farm school
by the owner, Dr  Farrent.

Makwakwa said the farm school, sub-
sidised by the DET, was owned by Far-
fent.

*“The DET has no jurisdiction over the
school and the owner has the right to act
as he did. We will, however, investigate
the matter,” Makwakwa said.

He said that the dismissed teachers
were employees of the DET and efforts
were being made to transfer them to
other schools. The five have already been
replaced at the farm school.

The DET spokesman also confirmed
the indefinite suspension of 15 Standard
10 pupils at the same school by a white

principal, Mr MD Buys. These students
were allegedly responsible for the disrup-
tion of half-yearly examinations, Mak-
wakwa said,

A source close to the teachers, how-
ever, said the incident was sparked off by
pupils who objected to the teaching of
mathematics by a white teacher in
Afrikaans.

The pupils were dismissed and the
five teachers barred from entering the
premises following allegations that they
instigated smke action, a source told
Sowetan

The five teachers are: Mrs TK
Komane, Mrs MJ Mokgothu, Mrs MG
Makinta, Mr TJ Mothapo and Mr MR
Phoshoko.

Makwakwa said the pupxls were due
to appear before a DET disciplinary com-
mittee. Their parents would be invited.

““The DET is doing its utmost to nego-
tiate their reinstatement,” said Mak-
wakwa. .

He said they had received information
from the assistant director in Warm-
baths, Mr TF Fiis, that trouble started at
the school on June 25 this year when
matric students refused to sit for exam-
inations. ~

The 15 men led pupils to disrupt the
examination programme by intimidating
and forcing pupils out of classes.

*“The school management addressed *
puplls on two occasions seeking a solu-
tion through negotiation before they were
suspended,” said Makwakwa.




Schools’ bid

tween pupils, teachers

By PHANGISILE,

and administrators of

MTSHALI

Somerset Schools werex (Tovernment subsidy have

held
desperate bid to save the

schools from financial Oy

ruin. >

‘‘Somerset Schoolﬁ
have collapsed,”  sai
spokesman for staff and
pupils Mr Noris Baker.

“We have been inﬁ
formed that all attempis
by our so-called manage-
ment to find outside in-
vestors or to secure

yesterday 0 28 pyied, We foel abandoned

and betrayed.””

Baker appealed to the
international  community
to save the schools “‘at
least for the remainder of

this year””,
“Two-thirds of the
school-year is already

gone and we have 250
matrics writing their ex-
aminations in a matter of
weeks.””

to survive

In emergency meetings
with pupil and staff
delegations, owner of the
schools Mr Andre de
Meyer said he was trying
to secure Government in-

tervention  to.~maintajn
: S

@Iame e
e

Meyer had pre-
viously blamed the
schools’ financial crisis
on parents who were not
paying their children’s
fees.

It has also been alleged

that R1 million from the
schools’ coffers is un-
accounted for,

Somerset’s 80 teachers
stopped working last
week after they were not
paid their salaries for July.

The schools, opened in
January, have about 2 000
pupils who fled township
schools in search of effec- !
tive leaming. P

High school pupils |
marched to the building
housing the junior school !
with placards pleading for
help to save their school. '




Teachers
tlo not
tackle their

jobs -
student

A SOWETO matric pupil, Julia Kenyane,
has accused teachers of nof. taki

| work seriously. ?,ZS

. Kenyane was last week's

0

NATION'S EDUCATION FORUM, which

- is broadcast every Wednesday on Radio
Metro at 7.30pm.

Kenyane said there were few teachers who

made an eﬂ'on Sallewa;j the educauon rS

“Most of the teachers are busy wnh -
versity studies and they spend most of their
time studying. (,Lis 22 \w

“Often they come fo classes once or ¢wiae
a week. There are some who are unable to
complete their syllabi,” she said.

Kenyane said students organisations in
certain schools had tried to redress the situ-
ation, with little success. The reason for this
was that teachers resist and argue that they
are not prepared to be controlled by stodents.

She said that teachers who did not teach
matric were able to get away with not com-
pleting their syllabi because they set the
examinations themselves,

Exposed

“The anomalies are usually exposed only
when we reach matric. This is because our
:| standard of knowledge docs not mach that of
amatric pupit. We are then expected to cov-
er the previous year's work as well as the
malric syllabus.

“This is time-consuming and we seldom
manage to finish. The end result is that we do
not understand the matric syllabus because
we do not have a good background of the
subject ,” she said.

She said in some instances teachers’
behaviour had been reported to parents, but
most had failed to intervene.

Concerned

“Very few parents are concemned with the
education of their children. As 2 matter of
fact we seldom see parents coming to schools
to 1alk to the princi "pa]s and the teachers
about their children,” Kenyane said. -

Asked what the principals normally did 10
combat the absentism of teachers, she said
she had never scen a principal in a class-
room checking on whether teachers were
present of not.

Kenyane also pointed out that other prob-
lems faced by students included the lack of
learning facilities and overcrowding,

She said only a few schools had laborato-
ries and well-equipped libraries.

The Soweto student blamed the Depart-
ment of Education and Training (DE'I') and
accused it of not “playing its part” in the
upliftment of education.

“We have several problems in our schools
and the DET is unable to help solve them.

"*We have no textbooks in the schools and
the DET is ot doing anything about it. Some
schools run for over an eatire year without
any textbooks al all,” she said.

She said the teachers were also unable to
do anything to replace the shortage of leam-
ing material.
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DET Act prohibits mehbership to any trade union ]

Teachers battle

ation-wide demonstrations by
teachers last week to demand
recognition of the SA Demo-
cratic Teachers Union (Sadtu)
has once again highlighted
racial divisions in the country’s education
system,

At the centre of the battle for recognition
is Sadu’s demand that it be recognised by the
central education policy-making body in the
country, namely the Depariment of National
Education (DNE), rather than separate ethnic
and racially based deparuments, of which there
are 18 in South Africa.

But the DNE scems reluctant to recognise
the union and referred an application for
recognition, submitted to it by Sadtu, to the
Department of Education and Training (DET)
for a response.

Sadiu has expressed sirong objection to the
implied racism in the DNE's move, But the
DET nevertheless went ahead and drafled a
recognition agrecment. This has been rejected
by Sadtu mairtly because it was based on the
DET Act, which govemns only African edu-
cation. The Act also prohibits teachers from
belonging to any trade union.

As far as Sadu is concemned, there is great
reluctance on the part of the authoritics to
extend recognition to the union. But the DET
disagrees and says Sadtu has failed to respond
to their draft recognition agreement given 1
the union for comment.

‘This is not true, Sadtu’s assistant secretary-
general, Thulas Nxesi, contends, saying it had
been made clear to the DET thal the draft
agreement was uniacceptable.

for rec

Newt plehion (Leom(::s MS
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More than 5 000

and othe

v p n
Johannesburg last week as part of Sadtu’s National Day of Action,
The teachers demand that Sadtu be ised by the

Although Nxesi seemed to suggest that the
department was informed of this suggestion,
the department’s spokesperson Corric Rade-
meyer said the teachers had not communicat-
ed this response to the DET.

Aniong other things that Sadu rejects from
the DET Act is its “silence on collective bar-

ng -,

Nxesi said, in the first place, his organisation
would not want 1o be recognised by individu-

‘Mandela-FW meet on
bjgg&egggytm- 1 Grisis

president Nelson Mandela and National
Party leader FW de Klerk to receive the
report of the Joint Working Group (JWG)
on education will take place next Monday,

The meeting has failed to take place on
more than three occasions. This was appar-
ently due to the heavy schedules of the lead-

€18,

Ttis understood that the report contains far-
reaching recommendations to redress the
country's short term education needs.

However, it is more than likely that the
report is already outdated because many
events have taken place in the education arc-
na since the formation of the group early this
year,

For example, education and training min-
ister Stoffel van der Merwe, who is part of
the group, will be out of office next weck,
shortly after the meeting.

Although government Sources point out that
significant progress has been made by the
JWG, cxtra-parliamentary members of the
tean say discussions have been characterised
by a scries of disagreements.

One such disagreement is the issue of redis-
wribution of education resources in order to
help alleviate the crisis in black education,

t is not clear what the government delgga-

al departments, but by the DNE.

Sadtu, however, remains flexible and will
consider recognition by separate departments
if the rules currently governing these depant-
ments were replaced by interim measures
acceplable to the union,

Nxesi said the union had suggested that
interim measures be discussed to replace the
provisions of the DET Act.

Nxesi is not optimistic that an early reso-
Tution of the problem will be found. Sadtu
and the authoritics remain deadlocked on
whether teachers should organise themselves
into a trade union or into a professional asso-
ciation,

He also pointed to the DET undermining
the union on the one hand while negotiating
with on the other.

He claimed that the department had, for
example, called on dismissed teachers in

tion’s resporise was on this, but the auth F to submit il | requests
have in the past few weeks been wrestling | for re-employment and urged them to disre-
with the National Education Co-ordinating the unjon. .
Committee (NECC) over the ion of a of teacher associ-
unutilised and under-utilised white schoots. | ations will be launched next month and

‘This seems to suggest that the g to firmed reports, it has

is still not ready to redistribute resources,
observers said.
It is expected that next week's meeting will

already had a meeting with FW de Klerk to
discuss among other issues, the education cri-
sis.

The new the National Profes-

lead 1o the of various
1o work on the recommendations contained
in the report.

One of the proposals said to have been
made by the government delegation is the
convening of an education forum, which will
be representative of all the country's education
structures, ranging from interest groups to the
18 education departments.

This forum will be charged with the task
of discussing the education crisis in its entire-

sional Teachers Organisation of South Africa
(Naptosa) is made of teacher bodies from var-
ious race groups.

The bodies include Sadi’s main rival, the
Transvaal United African Teachers Associa-
tion (Tuata) and the whites-only, Teachers
Federal Council (TFC).

Recognition of the federation at this stage
seems a formality given the fuct that all the
organisations that came together to form Nap-
tosa are in ,fncl already recognised by their

y.

Sources said while the extra-parli y
delegation did not reject this suggestion, it
had indicated that some short term needs

P of education.
Naptosa plans to function as a federation
until such time that the country has a single
ducation d

could be add d diately in order to
rescue educatjon from its current state, This
forum could be convened in early Decem-
ber.

This view is rejected by Sadtu, which
argues that it amounts (o the perpetuation of
the present racially-bascd education system,




MARGARET HADEBE ...
fighting over-deductions.
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By THEMBA KHUMA!

MASSIVE salary deductions
have turned Soweto high school
teacher Margaret Hadebe into a
financial cripple.

She earns R3 104 a month,
but receives only RS560, and
sometimes as little as R358,
after whopping deductions.

Hadebe, a mother of three
who has been a teacher for 20
years, has tried everything — in-
cluding approaching DET offi-
cials in Pretoria — to try to get
the authorities to keep their

hands off her salary.

Little wonder Hadebe was
striding out front when thou-
sands of PWYV teachers recently
staged a protest march in Johan-
nesburg against the harassment
of teachers.

Her banner depicted her
plight: “‘Gross salary -
R3 104,48; Deductions

R2 420,00; Nett payment
R584,48.”

When City Press went to inter-
view her she produced her DET
payslips.

According "to the slips, Ha-

_u..< woes
% debe’s deductions are for pension

fund, housing subsidy, medical
aid scheme, life and legal insur-
ance and pay-as-you-earn.

In desperation she went to the
Legal Resources Centre. But the
DET'’s senior regional director in
Johannesburg sent a letter to the
centre justifying the deductions.

Hadebe said she would fight
on “until they pay me a decent

The South African Democrat-
ic Teachers Union is helping her
and many others to fight the
over-deductions.




By ISAAC MOLEDI

TEACHERS should strive
to be non-aligned politi-
cally and act as role
models to thousands of
pupils who needed help
during the presently
prevailing  education
crisis.

This was said by De-
partment of Education and
Training regional director
Mr Richard Motau at the
weekend during a gradu-
ation ceremony  at
Kathorus College of Edu-
cation in Katlehong on the
East Rand.

A total of 110 student
teachers were awarded
Jjunior and senior primary
teachers diplomas.

Motau said if teachers
publicly aligned them-
selves with any one party
they would -become
estranged to some of their
duties.

“These are some of the
challenges you are going
to face head-on when you
get out there to serve.”

He said children created
their lives by - imitating
what their parents did and
said and teachers, as role
models,  werg _to_support

them in building them.



Somersetcs
tea'gﬁeﬁs go
back today

STRIKING teachers at the “‘independent’” Somerset
schools in Braamfontein have undertaken to return to
their classrooms today.

Their new managers have promised them contracts
and regular salaries.

The decision was taken at a meeting with the
chairman of the Black Pearl Education Development
company and former Department of Education and
Training official, Mr MA Masondo, on Saturday.

The non-profit company assumed the administration

. and management of the schools after the founder could

not pay salaries and the rent on the two multistorey
buildings which house 2 000 pupils.
Liabilities

Black Pearl, which took over the Somerset schools
and their liabilities on Friday, administers two other
Johannesburg institutions - the Maluti Modern Institute
and the Mike Morrison School. . .

Representatives of Black Pearl said they had been ne-
gotiating with future Minister of (black) Education and
Training Mr Sam de Beer to move the 3 000 children
from the rented buildings into ‘“‘three or four’” empty
schools formerly occupied by whites.

Somerset teachers went on strike after they had not
received their full salaries for three months. - Sapa.

P——
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oweto

principal
racist, say
teachers

TEACHERS at a Soweto
school  yesterday ex-
pressed outrage at the al-
leged racist and dis-
criminatory practices of a
white principal.

However, the principal,
Mr Hermanus van Bee-

kum, flatly denied that

there was any discrimina-
tion against black teachers
at  Mezodo Technical
School in Dobsonville.
Teachers at the school

pictures of these two men.

Responding to the al-
legations, Beekum denied
pushing Maubane, saying:
T was only retaliating as
the teacher forced his way
into the vice-principal’s
office and the pictures
taken were meant to serve

as evidencg of~his mis:
conduct.” ( 325 g@
Teachers TS0 tomplain

of the disapproval of their
medical certificates on

said the dispute between wick leave and the suv-
Beekum and some blackw sequent deductions from
staff members apparently Otheir salaries of i
came to a head after \heq\\determinable amounts.

mass action organised by~ Teachers also alleged

the South African Demo-

cratic Teachers Union on

August 7.

The action was marked
by a one-day stayaway by
teachers

about 40 000
countrywide.

Beckum  then

staff members who stayed
away on that day to sign
leave forms, which they

refused to sign.

The teachers said the
principal allegedly man-
handled a teacher, Mr AS
Maubane, and later
pushed him outside the
staffroom, “to  which
black staff members are
allegediy denied access™.

Teachers believe that
the principal’s action was
“pre-planned”  because
the vice-principal Mr HG
van Zyl was busy taking

that they were denied ac-
cess to the administrative
block and only white staff
members were allowed.
Responding to this,
Beekum admitted  that

O some staff members were
askedV) not allowed into the block

but this was not done on
racial grounds.

He said only adminis-
trative staff was allowed
into the biock. These were
four blacks and four
whites who included :the
principal and his deputy..

Beekum said that all
grievances had  been
referred to the inspector’s
office, where they had
been resolved amicably.

But the teachers insist
that their grievances have
not been addressed. -
Sowetan Reporter.




»

he Department of Education and Training (DET) has

matics examinations for the teacher training final
exams. . . .

Following a story published in the NEw NaTioN about the outcry
over the mathematics paper and the irregularities in their marking in
June, the East Rand College of Education (ERCE) challenged the
department to release the scripts for scrutiny. . . S
" The DET refused to release the scripts and the students opted for legal

the students’ behalf. :

However, the department refused to budge to the students’ demand,
but agreed to allow the students to apply for a re-mark.

In terms of the agreement, the department undertook to extend until
this week, the closing date for applications to have the scripts re-

marked. : .

The LRC in Johannesburg confirmed that it was representing about
50 students from the ERCE and that further requests for representation
had been made by students from Natal colleges. :

An LRC spokesperson said although the mathematics exam-paper
was certified faulty, the students wanted a re-mark before they could
tackle other irregularities. 5 oo :

- Students and lecturers have speculated that the bad results obtained

NoNiohion (Lamning|y 2308 ﬁ\?j’\f’.“ & e
e-mark scri

been thrown into a legal battle over last year’s mathe-

recourse. The Legal Resources Centre (LRC) was approached to act on

“DET’s blunder led

1 aspromiont snd  Woned 0w crem swipw Wome.  demn shoudd et bo Muwnd et

B

last year could be a consequence of 2 quota system believed to be
applied by the department. L R :

The department has denied that it was applying a quota system, but
failed to explain reasons for the massive failure rate. :

The DET has also failed to respond to suggestions that last year’s
mathematics paper was faulty and that the few concessions which
were made were not enough to solve the problem.

Students have threatened unspecified action against the department
should re-marking of scripts give them different results,

‘to teacher failures|
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Teachers must

fessor Es’kia Mphahlele
New Nation Education Forum on Radio
Metro that pupils facing difficulties in edu-
cation must begin to mobilise to learn rather
than toyi-toyi.

The Council for Black Educational Research
(CBER) director who is based at Funda Centre
in Soweto said he was prepared to dedicate as
much time as possible with students needing his
assistance after they had organised themselves
into learing groups.

Mphablele said that South African education

is in a big mess and wamed that if people wait-
ed for the government to built more schools,
erect additional classrooms, employ more teach-
ers and generally redress all other deficiencies,
no progress would be made. .

“We keep on thinking that the govemment is
going to do things for s, yet the government is
not doing anything. And it is probably true that
it is not intending to do so. So as a nation, what
are we doing ourselves?” quizzed Mpahhlele.

He said the community had to devise ways
to save itself. Even when a democratic govem-
ment took ovet, there would still be a backlog in
education for at least the next 50 years.

He appealed to teachers to try and make edu-
cation more interesting for pupils by assimulat-
ing it to certain things which are common in
daly life. He said subjects weze always related
to each other. - :

i) £ .
Professor Es’kia Mphahiele

For instance, he said history could be linked
to geography, sociology, health and science.
This approach, he said, was called integrated
studies.

When in search for knowledge, one should
go out and personally explore books like ency-
clopaedia, dictionaries and other sources.

“Subjects are really what you mighs call areas
of knowledge. History is an area of knowledge
that deals with people, events, and time. Geog-
raphy also deals with people, landscape, exports
and imports of a country. None of these areas
exists by themselves,” he said.

s Wil
) W] encogucﬁnggon%v:’ S a

teacher could ask pupils to find out what weré
the physical and chemical properties of water,
Pupils could then identify oxygen and hydro-
gen. This could be taken further by probing what
water was used for. Do pupils know where water
comes from? Have pupils ever asked themselves
that supposing the water stopped flowing from
the tap, where will they go to appeal for water to
come back?

“Very few of our children will know this,
because our teachers don’t take the trouble to
spread them out from their own subject and
inspire the children to find out more about water.
You think of clouds, ice, all forms of water and
Dow we are bringing physical geography, health,

- useof watte}i;cyph_oid, cholera, the dirty or pure

water. All things are connected. Our teach-
ers should begin to inspire the pupils in such a
way that they go out and search for these inter
relationships between the subjects they are leam-
ing.”
Mphahlele said many teachers thought going
through this process was hard work. They did
not want hard work. He said teachers preferred
to run away when told about hard work. “They
tell you they are not being paid enough.
“Teachers must realise they are a teacher for
24 hours a day. And, this is what we were
always taught when I was training as a teacher,
This meant anytime you’re on call as a teacher.

T oy |
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Move to oust

drunk teachers

By ELIAS MALULEKE

PUPILS and parents in
Bethal’s eMzinoni town-
ship are planning to ex-
pel several teachers. who
they accuse of “being ir-

responsi laz drunk-
ards pe

Accordmg to reports
normal learning for
Mzinoni High School’s
1400 pupils has come to
a virtual standstill since
August last year.

Some of the school’s
50 teachers allegedly ar-
rive at work drunk, loiter
in the staffroom or dodge
classes to go on boozing
sprees.

Problems at the school
started in August last
year after JJ Twala took
over as school principal.

“Since Twala tobk
over, order and discipline
among teachers col-
lapsed and our children
were neglected,” said
Rev John Mabena.

He said parents and
teachers had made repre-

: school

sentations fo the DET
circuit office, but noth-
ing had been done.

An SRC member at
the school said Std 9 and
10 pupils were the worst
affected by the teachers’
drinking. Many only

came to school to.pass _
the time. @“s? R
“We are w be-

cause we have not been
taught anything since the
beginning of the yearasa
result of teachers coming
to school drunk and miss-
ing their lessons,” said an
SRC member.
Many pupils
they did not write some
mid-year examinations
because some teachers
were “too drunk”.
_Other problems at the
, include
crowdmg and corruption.
There are only five class-
rooms for more than 300

‘matric students.

About R51000° of
school funds has gone
missing and the school is
now facing civil claims.

claim

over- .

because it is bankrupt.
Twala, the principal at
the time the money dis-
appeared, left in a cloud
of controversy in June
after students confronted
him about the teachers’

drunkeness gnd the miss-
ing money(@) .
A joint pargnts and

students meeting sched-
uled for today to discuss
the fate of the teachers
has been postponed to al-
low the DET time to ap-

- point its delegates to the

meeting.

Acting school princi-
pal ‘GG Mdiniswa said
he was unable to com-
ment on the allegations
as he had been appomted
only recently.

DET Chidf Director of
.Education and Co-ordi-
"~ nation, Dr JE Pretorius,

said the DET’s regional
office was not aware of
the crisis at the school.

“These are serious al-
legations that warrant
immediate investiga-
tion,” he said.

S —_—— —
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By ERIC NAKI

THE Principal of Alexandra’s Realo-
gile High School, his deputy and the
heads of departments have been in
hiding for a week.

They claim they have been suspend-
cd by the teachers and the Student
Representative Council.

The principal, Edwin Machuba, his
deputy, Nicholas More and twc de-
partment heads, HH Sono and MA
Mangaba, report to the ward inspec-
tor’s office every morning before going
back: to their hideout in the nearby
Alexandra Adult Education Centre.

Machuba says they stay there dur-
ing the day so as to be “on school duty”
< and it is much safer.

Teachers and parents accuse. Ma-
chuba and his group of being incompe-
tent teachers and administrators. Ma-
chuba was also accused of not having
submitted a financial report since
1984, and of being “soft” when dealing
with his friends on the staff. .

The dispute came to a head last
week-when the teachers sent Machuba,
Moreé and the department heads to the
DET-offices in Booysens with a memo-
randum demanding more teachers for
the school. They were told not to return
until they had secured more teachers.

The teachers said they had not sus-
pended anyone from duty and the four
had agreed to take their demands to
the DET.

There are about 32 teachers at the.
school and each classroom accommo-
dates between 75 and 110 pupils. The
teachers argue that the DET agreed to
give the school 15 extra teachers, but
later changed its mind and sent eight.

The teachers again criticised the |

way the school was administered, say-
ing Machuba -gave his friends prefer-
ence for jobs, even if they are not
properly qualified.

They say he replaced a qualified
school clerk with a cleaner who is
related to a friend of his. A teacher,
also a close friend of his, is said to have
been on study leave since 1984.

Machuba has denied all the allega-
tions, saying they are only rumbours,
and all decisions were made by the
DET.

The SRC refused to comment, say-
ing it had no mandate to make a
statement.

Katangure and other DET officials
were not available for comment and
another general meeting has been
called to decide the fate of Machuba

Ff;& Page 1 g\o“

Lekola told  Vrye

the person who split her
skull with an axe, while

and his group.

A former prisoner
whose code-name s

Weekblad the ANC had
solid proof that all had
worked for the SAP or
the SADF. He said the
ANC would not make
" J known their names to the
press as “their blood
would be on our hands”
if they were murdered,
Two of the agents say
in a statement — which
Lekota said was made
voluntarily to the ANC -
that they killed Victoria
Mxenge, a prominent
UDF leader in Natal, at
her home in Durban.
One agent said he was

the second admitted that
he shot her,

The two men said they
acted under orders of the
security police in Dur-
ban.

Gqabi, chief represen-
tative of the ANC in
Harare, was shot dead in
front of his house in July
1981. Make, a member
of the National Execu-
tive Committee of the
ANC, and MK leader
Paul Dikelele, were shot
dead outside Mbabane,
Swaziland, in July 1987.

This week:

“Porko” (Portuguese for
pig) was robbed at gun-
point in a Johannesburg
street by a group of men
who accused him of be-
ing an “enemy agent”.

B Another alleged agent
was assaulted by a group
of men in a city street.

B De Sousa and several
other former prisoners
received threatening
phone calls, De Sousa
after giving a TV inter-
view in which he said he
was tortured by the
ANC.




By LULAMA LUTI
FEARS are mounting
that disruptions at
schools under the De-
partment of Education
and Training (DET)
will continue this term,
and possibly for the
rest of the year.

: Despite repeated assur-
ances by the Congress of
South African Students
(Cosas) that there will be
no-disruptions during its
revived campaign for
more books and class-
rooms, DET officials
have warned of an im-
pending stayaway by
pupils. and said effective
téaching and learning
could suffer further set-
backs.

“Attendances have so
far been low in practically
all three regions adminis-
tered by the DET in the
Transvaal.

The opening of schools
on Monday was marked
by low attendance, with
pupils in many areas de-
ciding to go to school a
week later than the offi-
cial opening date.

: The situation could
worsen as a result of the
Cosas campaign and the
campaign for recognition
by the South African
Democratic Teachers’
Union, a DET spokesman
told City Press.

. “We are expecting fur-
ther disruptions in the
next few weeks, especially
around August 7 when
Cosas and Sadtu begin

their campaigns.

- “Weare concerned and
disheartened at the nega-
tive manner in which the
term started,” said a
spokesman for the High-
veld region.

Citing serious prob-
lems in the KwaThema,
Tsakane, Duduza, Davey-
ton, Delmas, Thembisa,
Mhluzi and Witbank
areas, which fall under
the Highveld region, the
spokesman said the term
had started on a negative
footing and there could be
serious disruptions. ~

Senaoane pupils join
“In  feedback

many schools in the areas,
pupils said they would not
go back to school without
having received last
terms’ progress reports.
They said they would be
back at school tomor-

»

row,” he said.

The spokesman told
City Press that mid-year
exams were written up to
the end of the term and
teachers were still pro-
cessing the reports.

Johannesburg regional
Director Richard Motau
said that while pupils in
his region appeared keen
on schooling, there was
confusion among teach-
ers, some of whom were
preparing for the Sadtu
campaign. : i

rents and + hers in the d i
“As Tar as pupil atten- issaid 10 be fairly normal

dance is concerned, the
prospects were promising
but the silent majority
tend to follow those who
lead them astray.

“As for Sadtu, it is a
newly-formed  organisa-
tion which, because it
wants to be seen to exist,
wants to engage in dra-
matic acts in order to gain
recognition.

“Children are frus-
trated because they go to
school but teachers hard-
ly have time to teach.
And because they do not
have anything to keep
them busy, they go in and
out of the school any time
they want to,” said Mo-
tau.

in the Northern Trans-
vaal region, the situation

in primary schools, but
problems continue in sec-
ondary schools.

“In areas around Pre-
toria, most of the pupils
come in and go as they

please. <1 ﬂﬂﬁ& j

“It’s bad. Attendance
on the West Rand and the
rural areas is fairly nor-
mal. We don’t expect any
changes at the moment,”
said a spokesman.

Parents, teachers and
pupils at Senaoane Junior
School in Soweto staged a
demonstration at the
school calling for the re-
moval and replacement of
the 10 teachers and two
clerks who were chased
away from the school in
April.

H
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of staff ch

away in April. [ Pics: SIPHIWE



New national
teachers’
body formed

By PHANGISILE MTSHAL!

A NEW national teachers federation, rep ing some
100 000 educators, was launched jn Johannesburg on
Saturday. &C uea{lwvv b

The National Professional Teachers’ Organisation of
South Africa is made up of 12 teacher organisations *‘of
those who felt the need for an association to uphold the
professional of teachers™. .

Naptosa’s first president, Mr Leepile Taunyane, said
the new association was not formed to rival the 10-
month-old South African Democratic Teachers Union,
although they will be organising at the same level.

‘‘Among its aims and objectives, Naptosa will strive
to ensure the interest of each child should in no way be
harmed by actively involving the child on behalf of

d s in any resi or collective action,”
Taunyane said.
It planned to engage the Government and other
bodies in negotiations concerning:
®Creation of a central education Ministry;

@Financing education;

@Teachers’ conditions of service;

@0rganised participation in the bargaining pmcess,

@Provision of education in a transitional phase as
well as in the new dispensation;

@Ensuring the wellbeing of children; and

@The place and function of the various role players in
education. . w
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PIETERSBURG - A South A\‘ncan
- Democratic Teachers’ Union delegation
has met the Lebowa Cabinet to discuss
the education crisis in the homeland.
Lebowa Education Department spokes-
man, Mr Enoch Maponya, said yesterday
the meeting comes after accusations by
Sadtu that the Lebowa government failed
to address problems at the CN Phatudi
College and demands by the union that
Chief Minister Nelson Ramodike and
Director of Education Isaac Mateme

crisis meeting®

should resi 5 95 @

Sadtu has also demanded that 45 Tec-
turers, dismissed from the college for al-
legedly implicating the rector in certain
corruption charges, should be reinstated.

Meanwhile, teachers in the Sekhukune
area agreed on Monday, after a meeting
with .inspectors and senior police of-
ficers, to stop picketing the education de-
partment’s circuit offices. But they have
insisted on continuing their ‘‘chalk
down” strike. - Sowetan Correspondent




Foundation

Fouetan 30 %[cn

educaﬂon

SANLAM has don-
ated R100 000 to the
Urban Foundation for
its programme to up-
grade science tuition

in  black primary;

schools.

Sanlam’s chief legal
adviser and secretary,
Mr Emel Linde, pre-
sented the donation to
the Urban Foundation’s

Western Cape regional
director, Mr Vernon
Rose, in Cape Town on
Wednesday.

Rose said the money
would be used to buy
scierice kits which con-

lformed to the higher

gets
boost=

primary  school  syl-

labus.

He said the money
would also be used to
train teachers in the use
of the kit and to up-
grade their science
teaching skills. - Sapa
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Campaign d

THE Department of Education and Training yes-
terday cited the defiance campaign by members
of the SA Democratic Teachers Union as the
cause for the aﬁ:.iuos of lessons at some
schools.

The DET's northern Transvaal regional chief
director, Mr Job Schoeman, said this after pupils
at Tiyelelane Secondary School in Soshanguve,
northwest ofPretoria, storied the administration
block and chased away their teachers.

wnrog._m: mma the E»wou ma<m=awa for the ac-
tions was that teachers failed to prepare for les-
sons and conduct classes for which they were
responsible.

““This occurrence supports previous statements
from this office that the defiance campaign
waged by members of the Sadtu will inevitably
result in shocking examination results at the end
of the year,”” Schoeman said.

He said Sadtu’s actions, coupled with open

isrupts schooling:

support for disruptive behaviour by the Congress
of SA Students, and the abuse of pupils for politi-
<al ends had resulted in a breakdown in discipline
and a total absence of a learning culture in many
schools.

Schoeman singled out schools ‘in  At-
teridgeville, Mamelodi and Soshanguve as having
no effective learning through pupils: preventing
inspectors and subject advisors from executing
their duties and the intimidation of ‘‘dedicated”’

Emnwmnm and ﬁnzn:u&m.

“‘Schools . are. disrupted regularly due to
boycotts, an&.wmq ‘vandalism, stone-throwing in-
cidents, gang warfare and political meetings. .~

‘““The fact that pupils themselves are “now
revolting against ill-disciplined teachers is en-
couraging, albeit too late to ensure even rea-
sonably good examination results this year,”
Schoeman said. - Sapa
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Resign — head aster told

New el :looo),sw? 6|9 =va\q\4 325 >
hn»ﬂ.._m:m has been lost at a Senekal (Azasm) and the Pan African tudents ing our parents,” he saigs &3
schools in the Orange Free State following Organisation (Paso) in turn called for the The local branch of the SA Deocratic

a call by the stud for the head boycott of class. Teachers Union (Sadtu) tried to solve the |
of Rehotse Junior Secondary school to However, in some quarters the decision  problem by petitioning parents regarding the \
resign his post as a town councillor. has been criticised because the boycott was headmaster. i

According to sources in the area, the sparked off by political issues, It is understood that more than a thousand !
demand for the headmaster to resign started A student leader from the area, who may  parents are calling on the principal to choose |
earlier this year, and he agreed to resign. not be named for fear of reprisals, disputed ~ between being a councillor or 5 headmaster, |

The students learnt that he had not as yet this, saying the students were also affected by However, Sadtu seemed cautious, because,
resigned. This prompted a mass meeting the ,n_m&mmonw of the town council, according to sources, if the teachers called
which was attended by students from the . on the students to return to classes, they
nearby Ithabiseng High School Harassing would,

According to sources, police were brought “Our parents are being issued with A Sadtu spokesperson agreed that the stu-
in to disperse the students. summonses by the same council [due to a dents could heed the call, but he said “we

The Congress of South African Students  rent boycott] and we feel aggrieved that our would not like to interfere with the struggles
(Cosas), the Azanian Students Movement principal is part of the council that is harass.




Colleges on the

e\ Nron Fecomim 68
eacher training in the Northern ﬁ.u:%ww is on

the verge of collapse because of the ongoing crisis
at CN Phatudi and Venda Colleges of Education.

There has been almost no learning in the two colleges since the
beginning of the year and it is feared that the Lebowa and the
Venda administrations would follow the example of Gazankulu and
close down the institutions.

Gazankulu closed down Tivumbeni College of Education ear-
lier this year, because it accused students of making “impossible
political” demands.

The CN Phatudi College has moved from crisis to controversies
and it appears that neither the students, teachers nor the authorities
have the capacity to put the college back to normality.

Presently, 45 lecturers have been suspended by the Lebowa
government and are being replaced by teachers recruited from the
neighbouring states.

Suspended

The suspension of the lecturers is also a controversial issue that
appears to date back to 1989 disputes.

1t has been rumoured that nine of the 45 lecturers have been
suspended for allegedly failing third-year students in 1989. After
being suspended, 36 other lecturers stayed away from class in
solidarity with their nine colleagues.

The case of the students has been to the Pretoria Supreme Court,
it has been discussed by the National Education Co-ordinating
Committee (NECC), the SA Democratic Teachers Union (Sadu)
and the ANC.

m_
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Past reports 5988 that there was agree that the scripts of
the students who failed their exams be remarked and an inquiry be
conducted.

Since then there has been conflicting reports and reasons on
why the remarking was not done

Some reports said the 45 lecturers were taking the authorities to
court over the suspensions.

Complicate

Other reports said that the lecturers wanted the scripts remarked |
and that they were keen to align with the students against the
department. This, according to observers could complicate the sit-
uation further because the students might demand their re-instate-
ment in exchange of a blanket pass.

The crisis at Venda College of Education are also linked to mas-
sive failures of students.

The NECC region in the Northern Transvaal said that the crisis
at the institution began in May when students demanded that a
lecturer be dismissed for allegedly failing them.

The NECC said a state of confrontation ensued when a college
council member “uttered vulgar words™ against the students. His
dismissal was also demanded by the students.

Fighting broke out between the students and three lecturers.
This led to the suspension of 12 Student Representative Council
(SRC) members.

Last week the students challenged their suspension in court and
the case will be heard next week.

NECC secretary in the region, Pandelani Ramagoina, said it
was feared that if the 12 were not re-instated there could be further
confrontation which could lead to class boycotts or closure.




FABOUT 25 000 Lebowa teachers
have beenvon strike for just over a
month after the Department of Educa-
tion in the homeland failed to meet de-
mands by the South African Demo-
cratic Teachers’ Union. (325

So far 42 dismissed teaChers bave
been reinstated but the Northern
Transvaal branch of Sadtu has de-
manded the refnstatement of 42 lectur-
ers from the Dr CN Phatudi College of
Education and for the transfer of three
Naphuno College of Education teach-
ers 10'be reversed. — Sapa
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Sadtu decided, atameet-
ing held at the University of
the North on August 17,
that it would embark on an
indefinite sit-in.

The organisation cited
the transfers of lecturers
from CN Phatudi College
of Education and the
Naphuno College; alleged
harassment of teachers who
participated in a one-day
protest march; and general
lack of facilities.

The organisation called
on chief minister Mr Nel-

son Ramodike to resign,

alleging that he was a bully
and was interfering with
education officials. They
also called for the resigna-
tions of Dr'Mabu Mateme,
Mr MER Maponya and Mr
CN Matseke.

At a Press conference to
announce the_ start of the

their
B

rain
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had been made for children
during the sit-in — that his
organisation encouraged
“self-activity by pupils’’.
The PAC and Azapo, as
well as their student wings,
have denied any consulta-
tion with teachers before
about the sit-in, Both or-
ganisations have de-

. nounced the action by

teachers as “suicide’”.

“Azapo said that while it
supported the demands of
the teachers it did not sup-
portthe sit-initself because
the grievances had notbeen
canvassed in the commu-
nity,

“Our position on
‘chalkdowns’ by teachers
is that there must be deep
involvement by parents.
This has not been done,”
publicity secretary Mr
Khangale Makhado said.

Even the ANC, many of
whose members are leaders
in Sadtu, said while it rec-
ognised the “authenticity”’
of the teachers’ demands, it
was concerned about the
interruption of schooling.

Nactu has opposed the
action and has called on
Sadtu to return to work and
teach, while Cosatuhas said
it supports the teachers’
demands.

In Lebowakgomo a

Teachers
striking
on the
eve of
exams

problems to the commu-
nity.

These voices in the wil-
derness are far and few be-
tween.

The vast majority of par-
ents are silent in public. In
private discussions,. they
admonish the teachers.

Everyone realises, in-
cluding Thobejane, that the
sit-in will only worsen the
results problem in black
schools. Ramodike refuses
toresignand has threatened
to fire all teachers.

In the meantime, chil-
dren getupdaily, pack their
books and gotoschool. For
many of them it is a round
tripas there are no teachers.
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Ramodike - says he will not bow to calls for his resignation.

They spend the day get-
ting up to various forms of
mischief.

Like Steve Biko saidina
chapter of his book, I Write
What 1 Like; the parents
curse and curse in the sanc-
tuary of their bedrooms and
living rooms but are not
willing to stand up and talk
publicly.

Where are black aca-
demicsin this mess? All the
menand women who popu-
late our centres of high
learning should be giving a
lead to the masses.

Some believe that with
the decline of standards in
black education most of the
learned people have taken
their children out of town-
ship schools into the
“multiracials’’.

Whatever the reason,
posterity will surely judge
today’s academics harshly
for standing asi

Azapo failed to materialise,
How do the academics,
who are teaching univer-

sily students, explain their
silence?

sit-in, Sadiu regional vice
chairman Mr Machike Pe-
ter Thobejane said — in
response to a question
about what arrangemenls

meeling called on Sunday |
September | was attended i
by about 100 people who I
called on teachers to return |
to work and cxp ain lhelr
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‘useless’
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Joe Molefe, a Soweto parent 1214 =gy
A SOWETO parent has expressed concern over “the paralysis” that the Parent/Teach-
er/Student Associations (PTSA) brought to the running of schools.

Speaking on NEW NATION’S Education Forum on Radio Metro last week, Joe Molefe, said
the PTSA’s were not as effective as their predecessor structures - the School Committees.

“Wheri we want to take decisions as parents, we cannot do so without consulting the teach-
ers and pupils, as we used to during the days of the School Committees.

“The main problem in consulting with teachers and students is that almost everybody has their
own agenda. The teachers on one hand want to have their way and the pupils on the other also
want to call the shots.

“The School Committees, although they were bodies of laypersons (parents), were effective
because if we wanted to employ a teacher we would make immediate recommendations to the
principal,” said Molefe.

Molefe identified other issues which had resulted in controversy in the school were he is a
PTSA member. He said parents had met early this year and took a decision niot to go ahead with
the refunding of school fees, but instead agreed on a R50 contribution to repair the doors and
windows of the school building, which had been vandalised.

Molefe said pupils were against the idea and demanded that the fees be refunded. This was
only one of the issues which had rendered the PTSAs “useless™, he said.




DET ‘nqt responsible’
cr |jalal
for teachers’ salaries

By RAMOTENA MABOTE

THE Department of Edu-
cation and Training yes-
terday denied it was re-
sponsible for paying
teachers at Western
Cape squatter schools,
saying the schools did
not belong to its depart-
ment,

DET regional chief di-
rector Dr JHP Brand
said only four teachers,
who were on loan to two
of the squatter schools,
were departmentally ap-
pointed.

Two teachers each
were loaned to Sormont
Ndumela school in KTC
and to Siphika Commun-
ity School in. Miloer’s
Camp. Both schools were
registered with the DET
as private schools.

The Western Cape
United Civics Associa-
tion (Wecusa) had com-
plained that 10 of 48
teachers at five squatter
schools in the Cape
Penisula had not been
paid for seven months.
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THE Sowelo branch of !h\xcﬁ) ca]endar 25 “The department whulfl
South African Democratic The DETofficeinPreto-  have no choice but to re-

Teachers Union has urged
its members to defy the
closing date for black
schools today as part of the
organisation’s campaign to
have the same calend:

ria said if Sadtu were to
ignore the official closing
date, it would seem that
they would inevitably miss
up to five days after the

reop

with white schools.

The branch’s media of-
ficer, Mr Qupa Mpetha,
said Sadtu hadresolvedthat
schools would close for the
third term on September 27
and reopen on October 8,

‘This was in line with the
Transvaal Education De-
partment’s calendar for
white schools, he said.

Black schools are offi-
cially scheduled to close
today and reopen on Octo-
ber 1.

Mpetha said teachers
would intensify their de-
mand for a “non-racial’’
calendar and classes would
continue until next Friday
in defiance of the DET

cheditled ing of
schools on Oclober 1.

gard such absence as un-
paid leave.”

Meanwhile, thousands
of Alexandra pupils laid
down their books on
Wednesday and yesterday
to attend the schools’ cul-

tural day organised by the
local Sadtu branch.

Branch  spokesman
George Mpapela said the
cultural events were organ-
ised over two days to ac-
commodate  primary
schoolsononeday and high
schools on the other.

177 Bree Street,
Johannesburg
Tel: 834-2775
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Education Reporter

The Soweto branch of the
South African Democrat-
i¢ Teachers’ Union
{Sadtu) has urged its
‘members Lo defy the
‘closing date for black
schools today as part of
its campalgn to have the
same calendar as white
schools, .

Media officer Qupa
Mpetha said Sadtu had
resolved that schools
would close for the third
term on September 27
and reopen on October 8.
= in line with the Trans-
vaal Education Depart-
ment’s calendar.

Black schools are
scheduled to close today
and reopen on October 1.

Mr Mpetha sald teach-

ers would intensify their

Black schools refuse to closécz)

By Phil Molete®5.Y| 9/ 9/

demand for a “nonra-
clal” calendar and
classes would continue
until next Friday.

The Soweto branch ls-
sued pamphlets at varl
ous -schools with the
headlines: “Defy the 20th
September 199 closure”,
and "Teach and fight,
fight and teach”.

The Department of
Education and Tralning
office in Pretoria said In
a statement yesterday:
“If Sadtu members were
to ignore the officlal
closing date, !t would
seem that they would in-
evitably miss up to flve
days after the scheduled
reopening of schools on

Qctober 1, and then the

department would have
no choice but to regard
such absence as unpald

leave.”

Mr Mpetha said Sadtu
would host the Soweto
Education Summit on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, thousands
of Alexandra puplls lald
down their hooks on
Wednesday and yester-
day to attend the schools’
cultural day organised
by Sadtu.

Alexandra branch
spokesman George Mga-
ela sald Sadtu treated
hese cultural activities |
as part of the learning
process,

A spokesman for the
Johannesburg region of
the DET sald the depart-
ment was not aware of
such events taking place
during school hours, and
regretted that two school
days had been lost In the
process.

ey
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A SOWETO teacher re-
cently suspended by the
DET for ‘inisconduct” is
still. repotting for work,
although :she . is not” al-
Jowed. to-

White City was this week
suspended indefinitely by
Johannesburg regional di-
rector.G van den Berg.

In terms of the suspen-
sion, Sehurutse is not al-
lowed to enter the school
premises-or any DET in-
stitution-without the per-

Accord g .to Sehur
utse, trouble startéd. Tast
year afterlshe complained
to the sEhool? principal
about s . Jbeing.: shown
during school hours. She
had tostop lessons during
the showing of ‘the films

because her classroom . “nor the DET’s public rela

was next to' the hall.

She “further, - alleged
that Her, “harassment”

bership of the South Afri-

can Democratic Teach-
ers’ Union (Sadtu). She
and two colleagues had
participated in Sadtu’s
“chalk down” strike and
othér campaigns, she
mgld

“Wrong things were
happenmg which I and
‘my ‘two colleagues
couldn’t tolerate any
longer.

“As a result of our pro-
test, one teacher who was
on probation was expelled
and the other is under ob-
servation,” Sehurutse
said.

She said although she
had been reporting for
work since January, she
was not allowed to teach.

Chairman of the
school’s governing coun-
cil, Peter Lengene, said a
parents’ meeting was held
last Sunday during which
council members report-
ed Sehurutse’s suspension
by the DET.

Neither Van den Berg

tions officer, P Mosho-

’koa, ‘were available for

comment.




By LULAMA LUTI LZ ‘7\ q Teachers at the school,

A WEEK after the princi-
pal of Ezibukweni Lower
Primary School in Soweto
collapsed and died in
front of her colleagues,
they still refused to talk
about her death — alleged-
ly after being ordered by
the DET to keep quiet
about the incident.

situated in Zola 3, last
week watched in horror as
their principal, F Ntuli,
collapsed and died during
a meeting.

The meeting had been
called by members of the
South African Democrat-
ic Teachers’ Union after
the salary of a colleague

i ul coliapses, dies i in

was withheld after
alleged misconduct.

A DET spokesman
confirmed that Ntuli died
on Thursday last week
during the meeting.

Both the vice-principal
and a Sadtu representa-
tive in the school refused
o comment and referred
all enquiries to the DET.

Said the Sadtu repre-
sentative who did not give
her name: “Go to the cir-
cuit office in Braamfon-
tein.” They are the ones
who've got a story to tell.
We don’t know any-
thing.”

The vice principal said
a DET inspector had been
10 the school and issued




By LULAMA LUT()&MZUQ)\”\\‘\\ S
TEACHERS who stay away from school between
October 1 and 8 will be doing so at their own risk and
the DET would regard the period as unpaid leave.

DET spokesman Edgar Posselt told City Press this
week that schools under his department closed on
Friday and reopen on October 1.

The warning comes after the Soweto branch of the
South African Democratic Teachers’ Union an-
nounced that the organisation would defy the closing

" daté for blick schools and instead close on October 1 in

Meanwhile, Soweto Education Co-ordinating Com-
mittee chairman David Maepa told City Press that by
Friday night his organisation had not been formally
told about the Sadtu move. He added that it would be
difficult to comment on rumours.

'11 wit] hqols under the (white) Transvaal Ed_upa- !

He added that Sadtu had convened an education
summit in Soweto today and it was possible the issue
would be dealt with there.

e e S S —




Azasgo slams Sa

THE Azanian Students
Convention has slammed
the call for pupils to ignore
the Department of Educa-
tion and Training’s holiday
calendar for September.
The call was made by the
Soweto branch of the South
African  Democratic

Teachers Union. Azasco |

general secretary - Mr
Raselepe Ntheledi said
Sadtu’s call was to create
confusion in the already

paralysed education envi-
ronment.

“We call upon the entire
community toresist and not
be led by the opportunistic
Sadtu,” he said.

“They hide their irre-
sponsibility to the black
child with omega doses of

militancy.Sadiu must be-
gin to know that their role,
if any, is that of a trade
union. Their focus should
be on labour issues.”
Azasco called on pupils
tofollow the calendar “asit
is presently structured”’. -

Sowetan Reporter
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Campaign over school holidays fails

adtu backs

S0 welen—

THE Soweto branch of the
South African Democratic
Teachers Union yesterday
backed down en its call to
defy the Department of Edu-
cation and Training’s cur-
rent holidays.

Sadtu’s branch media officer,
Mr Oupa Mpetha, said pupils
should treat this week asa “catch-
up’’ period and should have normal
effective education from next
week.

Mpethasaid ina statement: “We
acknowledge there were problems
resulting from a communications
breakdown as far as ignoring the
holidays was concerned.

“We are not abandoning the

campaign to pursue a common
school calender but are merely say-
ing this call was not properly organ-
ised.”

Mpetha said the common
calender campaign would have to
be replanned.

There was mixed reaction to lhe
call, with most pupils reporting at
schools only to return home after a
few hours while classes were con-
ducted at few other schools,

Sadtu held a conference hours
after the DET’s director for the
Johannesburg region, Mr R Motau,
released a statemenl descnbmg the
campaign as n to
cover up the neglect of duty in a
wasted year’’.

“a smok

2 € ”]

“There is a real risk of whole-
sale confrontation between Sadtu
and a community which views the
defiance campaign as a deception
andis increasingly angered by such
harmful practices.

“Such a confrontation wiil not
serve the i of whol

down

“We all recognised the need to
rekindle the culture of leachmg and
learning,” said Mpe!

A follow-up su'mmu is set for
Soweto on October 6.

Meanwhile, amonth-long strike

by 25 000 teachers in Lebowa

and meaningful education at this
critical time of the year,”” the state-
ment.

Mpetha said at an education
summit held at the weekend that
Sadtu and organisations interested
in education had decided that a
codeofethics for teachers be drawn
up.
p'I'hey alsocalled for the involve-
ment in education by parents.

ended y y when the home-
land’s government agreed to de-
mands by Sadtu.

1t agreed to reinstate 33 lectur-
ers dismissed from Dr CN Phatudi
College of Education, cancel the
proposed transfer of three people
from Naphuno College and pay the
salaries of two lecturers.

Nine lecturers dismissed from
CN Phatudi College canalso apply
for reappointment.




Teachers’ call for defiance

irresponsible: D

A DEPARTMENT of Education and Training official
yesterday slated a defiance campaign called by the South
‘African Democratic Teachers Union, saying it smacked of
“gross iresponsibility.”

Mr Richard Motau, aregional chief director of the DET,
said in a statement he was reacting to reports that the
Johannesburg region of Sadtu had called on teachess to
refuse to close schools for the third term accprding to the
official school calendar.$p v"j‘ﬂw r[ (‘ﬁ

“Atatime of the year when the overwhelming majority
of parents, pupils and teachers are anxious to utilise every
avaifable minute of school time, this call smacks of gross
irresponsibility and provocation,” he said.

He said the union’s call would be seen by many authori-

fficial
. 25 .
ties as @ Scree er up the neglect of duty ina
“wasted year”’.

He also condemned the union’s practice of calling
meetings during official school hours.

The community, Motau said, would ignore the union’s
campaign as the its mood was swinging against the permis-
sive practices of the past.

He also warned teachers who did not return to classes
when the fourth term begun that a no-work, no-pay policy
would apply. g\\’\ )

Motau praised teachers who had ignored the calls by the
union for their professionalism and sense of responsibility,
saying “these educators are fully aware of the task ahead
this year’’. - Sapa.




Mokgole Mphahlele, deputy head of the PAC’s education desk, was the

guest on New NaTioN’s Education Forum on Radio Metro last Wednesday.
He said the education crisis was a result of the “lack of vision” displayed by
those who ran the system. Mphahlele also said that the black community
-should “look to themselves” and not the government to improve the
education system. New Nation’s Education Forum is broadcast every
Wednesday at 7.30pm on Radio Metro 576kHz.

N

okgole

Mphahlele,

deputy

head of the

PAC’s
education desk, told listen-
ers to NEw NATION’s Edu-
cation Forum radio pro-
gramme last week that class
boycotts were not serving
any purpose and were play-
ing into the hands of the
regime,

He said the PAC was
disturbed by the boycotts
and other activities that
disrupted education.

New Nation’s Education
Forum is broadcast every
Wednesday at 7.30pm on
Radio Metro 576kHz.

Mphahlele said the
education crisis in South
Africa was a result of a
“lack of vision” from those
who run the education
system.

Institutions such as the
Department of Education and
Training (DET) lacked legit-
imacy because they failed to
cater for the needs of “indige-
nous people”, he said.

“If a department lacks
legitimacy its vision will
also be bleak.”

He said the PAC
welcomed any action
designed to fight the
illegitimate education
system, but it disagreed
with some of the strategies
and actions adopted to
wage such battles.

“We have a problem
with actions becoming an
end in themselves. School

MI%G spelis=
out its views
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Lexavrvng \NS
on educa

disruptions in the 1970’s
may have served a purpose,
but as it is now, they aren’t
serving any purpose,
simply because they play
into the hands of the
illegitimate regime.

“School
disruptions
in the

1970’s may
have served

a purpose,
but as it is
‘now, they

aren’t

serving any
purpose,
-simply
-because
“they play
“into the
" hands of the
illegitimate

regime”

“In fighting the regime
one needs to have one’s
objectives quite clear, We
want to take over power
and we can only do so if
we are intellectually well
prepared. Now, intel-

(B

tion

lectuals are only prepared
in schools,” said Mpha-
hlele.

He said the black
community should not look
to the government to
improve the education
system.

“The  improvement
should come from the
people themselves. That is
why we say that it is the
parents who  must
intervene,” he said.

He criticised children
giving directions to their
parents and teachers.

“We say that children
must be led by both
teachers and parents,” he
said.

Mphahlele also criticised
the SA Democratic
Teachers Union (Sadtu)
region in Lebowa for their
four-week-old strike.

He said the PAC
recognised the right of
teachers to strike, but it
would not allow the
demand for the resignation
of a homeland chief
minister to be an issue
“which we are prepared to
die for”.

Among the demands of
the 28 000 teachers on
strike is the resignation of
Lebowa’s chief minister,
Nelson Ramodike.

Mphahlele said that in
principle teachers should
be able to fight their battles
through strikes, but they
should not allow the
children to suffer as a
result of such actions.




Sadtu battles
for members

)

andre

he Teachers Association of

South Africa (Tasa) will be dis-

solved in February next year

and is expected to throw its

weight behind the SA Demo-
cratic Teachers Union (Sadtu).

The move is regarded as a boost to the
teachers’ union, but there is concern that
some Tasa members will not follow the
association into Sadtu for a variety of
reasons. '

The reason, according to a TASA
member, was that Sadtu had not as yet
been recognised and therefore had no
negotiating rights with the various
education departments.

The member said the the amount of
criticism the union had been subjected to
would be another obstacle which could
inhibit members from joining Sadtu.

This includes the union’s position on
teachers’ strikes.

“Teachers feel that if they join Sadtu
they might be jeopardising their chances of
being regarded as good teachers.

Questions

“I think Sadtu will have to address all
these questions of recognition and policy
before it will attract more members,” said
the Tasa member.

The comments fit in with the reality
Sadtu is facing. The union is believed to
have signed 30 000 members. It was
expected that it would have 150 000 by
now. This was the estimated membership
figure from the bodies that came together
to form the union.

In practical terms this means that a large
number of teachers who were members of
these organisations have not joined Sadtu
since it was launched last year.

nifion
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Sadtu’s recognition has hinged on two
issues -~ its demand to be recognised by the
department of national education, and the
differences it has with the different
departments regarding a teachers’ code of
conduct.

Sadtu’s attempts to gain recognition -
including protest marches and a request for
a meeting with president FW de Klerk -
have failed.

Both the president and the national
education minister are known to have
referred Sadtu to the various ethnic
education departments.

Responded

So far, only the Department of
Education and Training (DET) is known to
have responded and expressed a
willingness to negotiate a recognition
agreement.

However, Sadtu has indicated that the
DET’s recognition should be based on a
new set of rules, instead of the DET Act.

Sadtu argues that the set of rules
stipulated in the Act is contrary to the
union’s principles. o

The union is, in the meantime, faced
with a more serious ctisis. The kwa-Zulu
education and culture department
dismissed 120 teachers earlier this year for
taking part in Sadtu campaigns.

The union has claimed that the kwa-
Zulu education authorities have published
legislation which prohibits teachers from
joining Sadtu.

Sadtu will hold its first national
conference next month and it appears that
the recognition issue will be at the centre |
of discussions.

However, the adoption of drastic
measures to strive for recognition could
have serious repercussions for the union.

R

Ratisriti i

Lydla Khoale, secreta

of the Greater Soweto Assoclatlon, co-ordinated

the pre-school children’s art exhibition at the Karos Hotel In

Johannesburg this week
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chase ou

lecturers S

THIRTY-three lecturers at
Dr CN Phatudi College of
Education, who returned to
their posts this week, were
chased away by students.

‘The lecturers’ return had
been the main part of an
agreement with the South
African  Democratic
Teachers Union which
ended the month-long
teachers’ strike.

This meant the matter
was unresolved and put the
settlement in jeopardy,
with the possibility of the
strike being reopened, a

union official said.
Sources in  the
Burgersfort area said when

By MATHATHA
TSEDU

the lecturers, who had left
the campus earlier this year
after students expelled nine
other lecturers, returned to
thecollege onMonday, stu-
dents had assembled for a
mass meeling to.discuss
their presence on campus.
After the meeting, the
students surrounded the
staffroom and demanded
that the lecturers should go.
“Some tried to comply
and those that did were
pelted with stones, with
some suffering injuries’,
one lecturer said. * -
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Principal suppnrtg ?her action

CIBILIZA Secondary School principal, ical ends 325
Moses Nkonyane, has challenged the argu-  He said the authorities and the community
ment that teachers are “professionals” and  should themselves treat teachers as profes-
should refrain from actions such as demon-73> sionals by means of affording them what they
- strations, strikes and other such activities-£ need in order to perform their duties.
He said the criticism levelled against teach-2 Professional
ers who engaged in protest action was based 33« professional teacher is one who knows
on the lack of a “clear and concise under- ¢ one’s work. A professional teacher is not one
standing of teachers as professionals”™, who is apologetic, timid, docile or one who
One of the reasons, he said, could be that.2 always conforms to the whims of corrupt and
politicians consistently chose to state fallacies ‘g ambitious officials.
instead of facts. “Teachers should demand facilities such as
Nkonyane disputed the fact that teachers % books, classrooms, furniture and stationery.
could be politically neutral if they were serv- ., They have a nght to say no when they deem
ing under a structure established by politicianssg it fit to say so,” concluded Nkonyane.
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hile the private sector is ready to spon-
sor technical education, the Department
"'of Education and Training (DET) is

reportedly phasing out technical educa-

*. -tion courses and facilities. * -
At least two technical education centres in Soweto, Molapo
Technical College, which trained teachers for technical sub-

jects, and George Tabor Technical School, are reported to

sector and the Department of Manpower,
Plans to shut Molapo down were mooted two years ago. -

the institution into a technical school. :

In justifying the plans last year, the department said there
was a surplus of technical education teachers produced and '
this resulted in many graduates not finding jobs. .

Soweto Education Co-ordinating Committee (SECC)
spokesperson David Maepa said the SECC felt the country
needed more career-oriented learning than general education
in order to reduce unemployment and boost economic and
technological development.

Motivating the closure, the department said that Soweto
graduates refused to be posted to rural areas, where they were
most needed. This resulted in a serious shortage of teachers
_ in the rural areas and an oversupply in the urban areas. .

However, this argument has been refuted by the fact that
there is a serious shortage of teachers in urban areas, includ-

Students prot

be closing down. They will be handed over to the private

Due to opposition from students, lecturers and the community, -
the department has had to make an undertaking to transform -

est co

ing Soweto. Teachers in Soweto say the reasons forwarded
., the department were used only to camouflage the freezing of
" teaching posts, . EXTS)

The department has also been criticised for planning to
hand over George Tabor to the department of manpower.
The SECC said that the department of manpower would pro-

vide lower standards of training than a technical school would. ; .
+ George Tabor has been functioning as a technical high ..

school and offers pupils three-year training courses in car-

. pentry, plumbing, electrical engineering and mechanics
" However, for the past two years the period of training has

been reduced to three months. And according to sources, the
department of

It has also been reported that the schiodT has not admitted:

any students for the last quarter of this year and rumour has

- it that it is about to be closed and handed over to the depart-

ment of manpower. .
. Meanwhile, another technical college was opened in
Atteridgeville this year, near Pretoria.

The college started operating with an enroliment of 375
pupils. .

According to an Anglo-American spokesperson, Glen
Finnegan, the college will be upgraded to cater for 1 000

pupils annually.
The college offers courses in the mechanical, electrical,
ial and fields.

by

manpower has been in ingly involved in
- -student training. ¢ ° e

TR,

ge closure

Students at the Eo_m;_u..... m.o__ono of
Education in Soweto protest against its
closure




Sadtu ready for

first confere

N kooon mrsl\i 18

The South African Democratic Tea
Union (Sadtu) will hold its first national
conference at Nasrec, near Soweto, next
weekend, to discuss the building of the
union and recognition by the authorities,

About 500 delegates representing 15
regions will attend the conference.

The union’s position regarding inspections
and evaluations, its code of conduct for mem-
bers and the bill of rights for teachers will be
discussed at the conference, where it will also
clarify its stance on the professionalism ver-
sus trade unionism debate.

Delegates will also debate political issues
and hope to formulate a position on the call
for an interim govermntment, constituent assem-
bly and the patriotic front.

Sadtu secretary general, Randall van den
Heever, told PUPILS FORUM that they were
satisfied with the union’s accomplishments
as it had achieved most of the aims set at its
launching conference a year ago.

He said the formation of regional Sadtu
branches was running smoothly, although the
lack of field workers had retarded the pro-
cess. The union had only two national field
workers, which made it difficult to cope with
the enormous task of building the union.

ive membership fees
through stop orders because we are not recog-
nised. This puts us in a financial predicament,”
said Sadtu assistant general secretary Thulas
Nxesi.

Van den Heever said céffain"education
departments, such as the Department of Edu-
cation and Training (DET), had offered the
union recognition, but agreement had not been
reached because the two bodies differed on
certain principles.

Sadtu would only be pleased with cen-
tralised recognition by the Department of
National Education and not by the various
ethnically-based education departinents, said
Van den Heever.

Affiliation to trade unions and to interna-
tional teacher bodies will also be discussed.

At the formation of the union last year, the
national executive committee was formed
with the understanding that leaders would be
elected from the merging bodies around the
country.

Former president of the World Confedera-
tion of Organisations of the Teaching Profes-
sion, Joseph Itotoh of Nigeria, will deliver the
keynote address to the conference.
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By PHANGISILE MTSHALI 1

THE Molapo Technical College is not closing down, says
the Johannesburg Region of the Department of Education
and Training.
The public relations officer, Mr Sol Moshokoa, released
a statement after several inquiries from the public.
Moshokoasaid the building would be used as atechnical
college rather than a training college for teachers.
“Itis going to become Molapo Technical College,”” he
said. :
“An agreement was reached in 1988 that teacher
training be phased out. The following year first year
students were not admitted.”
Moshokoa said a technical college would serve the

- predter pa:wf ecomiriuhit
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Promat to build more ed

N Nadow (Lesenis

PROMAT Colleges’ public' relations am
cer, Nthabiseng Mmatli, discussed the
institution’s commitment to establish oth-
er centres when she spoke on New Nation
Education Forum on Radio Metro last
week i ffo — i} (c]Q)

However, she said the establishment of
these centres depended greatly on the avail-
ability of funds as the organisation received
no funds from the government and operated
with donations received from various patrons.

Programmes

Promat has established matric programmes
to help under-qualified teachers and those
who do not have their matriculation certifi-
cates, she said.

This year, Promat opened a college of edu-
cation outside Pretoria. The college has admit-

ucatio amaam

teachers, the oﬁq

oon&:o: vnEm that they should be above 18
years old.

The teaching methods at Promat’s colleges

were good and only highly qualified teachers

‘ were hired, she said.

“We realise that we are not dealing with
just biological people, we are dealing with
socially wounded people.

“That is why we need highly qualified, pro-
fessional teachers to come and heal those
wounds,” said Mmatli.

Promat matric students write Department of
Education and Training (DET) exarinations,
while trainee teachers will write the college’s
OWn exarminations.

Promat boasts a pass rate of 42 percent,
compared to that of the DET, which is 88
percent.




?euche& ‘must set example”

By Sapa and

THE p I
South African Democrat-
ic Teachers’” Union
(Sadtu), Shepherd
Mdladlana, on Thursday
issued a fresh call for
pupils and teachers to re-
vive a culture of learning

;| to prevent further catas-

trophes in black - educa-

tion. CLVM 2 ’0’0“

Mdiadlana's 'appeal
was made in his presiden-
tial address at the first
national congress in Jo-

ample to our communities
and schools. The culture
of learning is gone. We
must bring it back,” he
urged about 700 dele-
gates and observers at the
congress, 225
Mdladiana biamed the
South African Govern-
ment for the crisis in
black education, charging
that its attempts to nor-

malise  schooling had
failed. nos
“We, instead, must

make sure that our chil-
dren go to school to learn
and we, as teachers, go to
school to teach.

hannesburg of the fledg~,  Meanwhile, education

ling union.
“We have to setameX-

in KwaNdebele ground to
a halt this week as teach-

ers went on strike in soli
darity with four of their
colleagues who have been
suspended without pay by
the homeland’s education
authorities. [

According to a source,!
the four were suspended
for allegedly refusing to
be transferred from their
schools as a disciplinary
measure after they had|
taken part in a march on]
May 16 in which teachers
demanded the opening of]
the Kwandebele College!
of Education.

He said the teachers
were also demanding that
schools be ailowed to set
their own examination

papers. *
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By PHANGISILE
MTSHALI

TEACHERS have

takenover therunning

of Somerset High

School, which has been

plagued by a financial

- crisis since its incep-
tion in January.

Somerset enrolled more
than 2 000 pupils from
Grade 0 up to Standard 10
and an assortment of teach-
ers, all priding themselves
on their professional abili-
ties.

Tele-canvassing and an
impressive prospectus was
sent to people all over Jo-
hannesburg and those in
far-flung areas heard by
word of mouth of the
“school that we have been
waiting for’’.

Financial and adminis-
trative problems soon shat-

- tered those dreams.

Teachers started receiv-
ing their pay ininstalments.
Others went home unpaid
in the very first month of
the school year.

In the classroom pupils,
particularly those in Stand-
ard 10 who will be sitting
for the Joint Matriculation
Board ination, spent

The

>=m3m
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The founder and director
of Somerset Schools, Mr
Andre de Meyer, directed
all queries to the school's
patrons, Mr Phil Khumalo
and ex-teacher Mr Curtis
Nkondo.

Teachers threatened to
strike over salaries and par-
ents demanded meetings to
solve the crisis at the
school.

Some teachers left, disil-
lusioned, others stayed on
without pay.

Parents withdrew their
children from Somersetand
took them to other schools
while others simply hung
on until “the situation sta-
bilised'’.

By July, De Meyer ad-
mitted he could no longer
run the school which he had
registered as Aetiology To-
day Closed Corporation.

‘Teachers under the lead-
ership of Mr Norris Barker,
an American, embarked on
a massive fund- raising
C ign which was cou-

months without textbooks.
1t took weeks to get the
classrooms partitioned at
the school’s Johannesburg
premises.

an with demands that De
Meyer relinguish control of
the school.

In August, 11-month-
old Black Pearl Education

Development, which has
just been registered as a
Section 21 company,
homed in “to save’” Som-
erset.

Teachers relaxed, par- ’

ents sighed in relief and
pupils looked forward to
normal learning as “the
saviour’® promised to take
over all liabilities of the
school.

A month hardly passed
before the problems sur-
faced again. Teachers who
had not received their July
salaries were paid but for
August they received only
a “goodwill’”” cheque of
R300 each.

“When we came to
school one Monday to find
pupils going home for a
‘week’s leave’, we pan-
icked and headed for the
Manpower Department,””
said vne teacher.

“We did not understand
what was going on and we
had to protect ourselves.””

That week, the primary
section was evicted fromits
20 Juta Street building.

“Black Pearl does not
have any money, therefore
we would like to know why

I

4 )
they Ec_n over the schoot;
was the question repeatedly
asked by teachers as the cri-
sis deepened.

“If we had known that
the school was in so much
debt we would not rw<n
taken it over,” the fi

&
After a ~Hour wait

in the streets, about 500
pupils were transported in
three buses to the new
premises.

“The school directors
should rmﬁw called a par-
ents todi the

and then chairman of Black
Pearl, Mr >_<E Zﬁonao.
said. :
“Our initial project was.
to assist city centre schools’
with administration. Qur'
concern was to save Som-
erset children. But we soon
realised we were going to
sink with the school.””
There was a glimmer of
hope when the Department
of Welfare, Housing and
Works handed the old
Goedehoop School in
Germiston to Black Pearl.
Now the children had a
school, bug there was no
transport tdtake them there

and the hers were still
not paid.
Confusion reigned at the

school when pupils, some
accompanied by their par-
ents, returned from a
week’s holiday to find the
school’s Braamfontein
_premises locked.

proposed move,”’ said one
parent.

“Where are we going to
get transport money for
these children daily? So far
we are told there is neither
water nor electricity at this
school.””

A spokesman for the
teachers said they would go
to the new premises but
they would not teach until
they had been paid for Au-~
gust.

Pupils at Somerset, to-
gether with those at
Masondo’s original school,
Maluti Modern Institute,
spent a week at the new

premises before another’

crisis occurred.
Astwo Black Peariboard
members left the sinking
ship, Government officials
came and issued a day’s

" notice for the organisation

to come up with a solution
orbeout inthe streets again.

Before the end of the
day, Masondo was replaced
by Barker as the chairman
of Black Pear] and put in
charge of raising funds
from his American con-

ideal’ mo:oo\ NﬁOQBQmﬁm in a financial crisis

t to save Somerset

tacts.

Teachers have now or-
ganised themselves into
committees to ensure the
smooth running of the
school.

Only R1 195

THIS LOVELY WARDROBE UNIT
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and 24 x R56,75 p.m. \
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Sadtu accepts
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recognitio

THE South African Demo-
cratic Teachers Union
(Sadtu) has finally agreed
to accept recognition by
individual education
%ﬂ»lim:ﬁ and has com-

Wrunc.m fi m.n o..-:u..dmw at Nasrec, Soweto _.HMn ioo._.nom..n

The demand for cen-
tralised, national recognition
by the DNE was one of the
obx les the union cc -
ly faced in its struggle for
official status within the

pr d on its d dfor Dep of Education and
recognition by the Depart-  Training (DET).

ment of National Education Another obstacle is the
(DNE). union’s demand that the DET

The decision was :.BQ_&
at the drganisation’s first
national conference at Nas-
rec last weekend.

D

Act be amended to include
bargaining rights for teach-
€rs.
The union did not indicate

whether recognition would be
accepted without the amend-
ment of the DET Act.
However, the conference
mandated the organisation’s
National Executive Commit-
tee to negotiate for an interim

v

Mionofa single department of
education and a national col-
lective bargaining mecha-
nism.

Sadtu president, Shepherd
Mdladlana, told the confer-
ence during his presidential
address that the union had
recruited 37 947 teachers dur-
ing its first year.

Impeded

Union officials have
suggested that lack of recog-
nition by the DET had
impeded the recruitment
drive. It also prevented the
union from raising funds
from its members through
stop orders.

The three-day-long confer-
ence was held under the

recognition agreement. was hel
Such an agreement, theme “Unionise for Demo-
according to a statement cratic Professionalism” and
released after the confi e, 350 delegates from the organ-
would be an interim measure,  isation’s various branches
run parallel to the process of ~ were greeted with a stimulat-

negotiating the implementa-

ing address from the Swazi-
land National Association of

Teachers president, Albert
Shabangu.

Shabangu was thanked by
Mdladlana for “speaking our
language” - that teachers
were workers and profes-
sionals.

Therefore, one of the res-
olutions of the conference
was that Sadtu would remain
a “union of professionals” in
line with the position adopted
by a teachers’ conference in
Harare in 1988.

The Harare conference,
which set out guidelines for
teacher unity in South Africa,
decided that the new organi-
sation would strive to serve
the interests of teachers as
workers and professionals.

Contrary to expectations,
the conference did not take a
decision to affiliate to any
worker federation. Instead, a
decision was taken to “devel-
op a working relationship
with worker federations shar-
ing Sadtu’s fundamental prin-

L Vo g e e Y

e

Albert Shabangu

ciples of non-racialism, non-
sexism, democracy and
accountability”. {
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ON last week’s New Nation —..E_T
cation Forum programme on

Radio Metro, two Promat Col-"

lege teachers gave some exami-
nation tips to matric History and
Geography studeats.

Annette Swarts and Charles
Malobola teach at Promat, near
Pretoria, which has established
matric programmes to help under-

qualified teachers and those with-

out matric certificates. It also runs
a college for matric students.

The institution’s matric pass rate
is 88 percent. This compares
. favourably to the Department of

Education and Training’; E
42.percent pass raf

Hist
Swatls told radio listeners that
the first History paper would deat

with general issues and consist of
four essays. Candidates would be
required to answer two of these
essays. )

The essays would " revolve
around four major themes - the
rise of the superpowers, the cir-
cumstances which led to the Sec-

Proma %ym%__ma u__.ﬁ;%,__._._m_o

a . e R £
Charles Malobola (left) and Annette Swarts
--wWere guests on Radio Metro/New Nation .

Education Forum last week

mat of the paper was different to

. that of previous years.

She told students it was safe not

problems which arose from inde-
pendence,” she said.
She said Africa would be o»m_n-.

to cc ate on the ci -
stances which led to the Second
World War. “The reason for this
is that students have about 15
essays in that section and it is very
difficult to recognise the question.”

Swarts said that Standard Grade
students would be expected to

ond World War, i ional rela-
tions and events, and Africa since
the Second World War.

She said the essays would be
followed by 50 short questions
based on intemational relations and
events and questions on Africa.

She wamed students that the for-

questions on either the
United States of America or Rus-
sia.

Higher Grade students were
advised to study the Cold War.
“Learn about the rise of national-
ism in Africa, how the different
states got independence and the

for stud to study b
dealt with things to which En«
could refate.

According to Malobola, the sec-
ond History paper also consisted
of four essays - divided as follows:

South African History would be
divided into two sections - 1910-
1924 and 1924-1948. Each sec-
tions consisted of two essay ques-
tions, he said.

“I advise students to concentrate
on the period from 1924-1948
because it contains all 50 marks
for essays on Higher Grade and
Standard Grade,” said Malobola.

s Hi
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He cautioned students to answer
questions carefully and look for
_ﬁ% gR_m like describe, explain,

and eval

Geography

According to Swarts, the first

Geography paper will consist of
map-work and she advised stu-
dents to take all the necessary
instruments to the examination,

The second Geography paper
will consist of three sections. Sec-
-tion A will deal with Climatology
and Geomorphology.

Section B will deal with settle-
ment geography and students were
advised to study rural and urban
settlement.

Section C will concentrate on
South Africa and deal with ques-
tions on the homelands, termed
“TBVC (Transkei-Bophuthatswana-
Venda-Ciskei). She said students
should study mining, agriculture
and labour in these areas,

During the next few weeks,
New Nation’s Education Forum
plans to look at different subjects
before maag-m sit for that particu-
lar Radio li on
the Reef could tune into Radio
Metro 576kHz every Wednesday
at 7.30pm. Those outside the Reef
may get the information from the
PUPILS’ FORUM page, in NEW
NATION every week.

)



W. Cape teachers 11 m

were established, the Department of mowam towar Eomnbm at the ».EEd EE:Q hool. All the schools

eachers at five schools
in the Nyanga squat-
ter camp, Western
Cape, are entering
their eleventh month
without payment of salaries.

The principal of Siphika Com-

munity School, Florence Dlamsha,
said that they were last paid by Kag-
iso Trust and the KTC Relief Fund
in December last year.

She said that when the schools

Education and HBEEm (DET) was
approached with a view of giving
financial assistance.
Future

But numerous appeals for funds
from the DET yielded no response.
She said that although the non-pay-
ment of salaries affected their work,
they were not prepared to give up
because “basically our work is

of children.”

She called upon organisations that
may be able to help to come for-
ward and assist financially or by
placing pressure on the government
to pay them.

The other schools facing the same
problem are; Bongolethu Commu-
nity School, Stormont Madubela
Community School, Mvula Com-
munity School and Vuyisa Com-

months witl

established last year. m £$19
Undemocrati

The National Education Crisis
Committee regional chairperson,
Ben Tengimfene, said the reality of
the situation is that the country is
still under an undemocratic govern-
ment and this manifested itself in
the sphere of education.

A statement issued by the

a=,=m<

Congress of South African Students
(Cosas) in the region, said that
attempts will be made to have all
students sit for examinations without
any disturbances.

Meanwhile DET Western Cape
chief regional director, Bill Staudie
said that more than 12 000 students
have entered for the matric exami-
nations for this year.




A SENIOR school
teacher applying for a
position as a deputy
principal at a high
school in Mohlakeng
was allegedly told he
would never get the
job.

The claim was made by
Mr Mmothi Molefe, an
English teacher at the AB
Phokompe Senior
Secondary  School in
Mohlakeng, Randfontein.

Molefe said the princi-
pal told him: ““You will
become a deputy principal
over my dead body.

The PRO of the North-
ern Transvaal region of
Depariment of Education
and Training, Mr Geof-
frey Makwakwa, ex-
pressed concern that there
appeared 1o be a per-
sonality clash between
Molefe and Phiri.

By JOE
MDHLELA

‘I hope these problems
will be resolved amicably.

““The friction between
these men is unhealthy
and unnecessary,” Mak-
wakwa said.

Molefe, who joined the
school as deputy principal
in 1984, was later
demoted in November
1985 due
s¢hool  principal, Mr
Thabo Phiri, referred to as
“‘some indiscretion he had
previously committed at
his previous school.”’

Schoolgirl

Molefe admitted that
the indiscretion referred to
related to the relationship
he had nine years ago
with a  schoolgirl at
Meadowlands High
School in Soweto.

to what the -

**How can the decision
to appoint me as deputy
hinge on my past so-
called misdemeanour? In
any case 1 paid lobola to
the girl’s parents. The fact
that 1 did not eventuaily
marry her is immaterial,”
Molefe said.

Lobola

He said he had receipts
to prove that he had paid
lobola.

Molefe was suspended
as a school teacher in
1982 for his love affair
with the schoolgirl.

He was subsequently
readmitted three months

)

teacher’s appli

il

latér "and then transferred
to Thesele High School in
White City, Soweto,

He resigned in 1984 to
take up a post as deputy at
his present school.

Molefe said claims by
the department that he
was demoted because he
made a false declaration,
failing to disclose that he
had been dismissed from
his previous school, were
not true.

Letter

‘“That cannot be true. I
never received a- letter
terminating my services at
Meadowlands High
School. How can I then

SOWETAN Thursday November 7 1991

Row brews over school
cation__

make a declaration based
on something that never
actually  happened?””
Molefe asked.

Molefe recalled an inci-
dent last year when he
was removed from his
post as English teacher.

Complain

He said the position
was given to a woman
teacher, far less experi-
enced in teaching the sub-
ject.

He was reinstated in his
position three months
later after pupils com-
plained that they were not
receiving tuition.

Wk

Mr MMOTHO MOLEFE




Teachers’ tax bungled>s)

THE Department of Education and Training has
admitted that a faulty computer program may
have caused inflated tax deductions from Atterid-
geville teachers’ salaries, Several teachers yester-
day complained that too much SITE tax had been
deducted from their salaries. In the case of one
teacher, this had resulted in a take-home pay of
only R125. Steps have been taken fo refund the

teachers. — Pretoria Correspondent. Slaw 3 ‘(' ’ ‘“
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THE South African Democratic Teach-

ers” Union is up in arms over the “new
and unexplained’’ deduetions effected by
the Department of Education and Train-
ing on their members’ salaries.

Mr Qupa Mpetha, a spokeman for Sadiu’s
Soweto branch, said teachers were surprised to
find their October salaries “overtaxed’’.

He said the DET had introduced the deductions
without notice. A “new and unexplained’* term
“Paye Site under/Paye Site over’” appeared on the
teachers’ pay slips.

Mpetha said: “Families have been left with too
little to live on for the month. This is an insensitive
and inhuman act by the DET.

“Teachers’ salaries rise and fall as if they are
seasonal vegetables on the market.

“We demand that the DET treasury explain
this mess and provide us with details of their tax

By NKOPANE MAKOBANE B

deducuon system,” he sad.

A DET spokesman, Mr Edgar Posselt, said the
departrent re-assessed the Standard Income Tax
for Employees deducted from all employees
whose taxable income did not exceed R40 000 a
year.

In cases whete it was found that too little Site
had been deducted, it could be deducted from the
employee’s salary in {our instalments. Where it
was found that too much Site had been deducted,
it was refunded to the employee.

“The programme used to re-assess Site for the
previous tax year was faulty. In some cases too
large a debt was created, which now has to be
deducted from some employees’ salaries.

“Inother cases, fairly large amounts have to be
fefunded. All cases will be re-assessed to make
sure no employee is taxed incorrectly.”

adtu angry about
unexplamed tax’

n‘u

OUPA MPETHA ..., “overtaxed”




World body won’t

reco

Now N oo
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tion of mc...:- Africa AZbuSmwv

will exist in isolation after the

World Confederation of the

,Hmwa_E-w Profession 200.-,3 indicated
that it would not recognise the federation.
Naptosa, a federation of “traditional”
teachess’ organisations across the colour line,

was established in August this year and is
regarded as a rival to the SA Democratic
Teachers Union (Sadtu).

WCOTP officials told PUPILS FORUM
in Stockholm, Sweden, that their organisation
was ;umnu.:mm& to continue assisting Sadtu in

N

the of an ic non-racial
and unitary teachers organisation™.
Counter
Under the leadership of Leepile ngﬁ_ua.
Na :Eowm is charged _u% the WCOTP of g
‘parallel structure™ used to counter the
mmo:m of Sadtu as a non-racial democratic
organisation.

Sources in the WCOTP disclosed that
Taunyane wanted to meet WCOTP repre-
sentatives when they were in Johannesburg
recently. But the meeting did not take place
in protest against Taunyane’s Transvaal Unit-
ed African Teachers Association’s (Tuata)
break-away from unity talks which culmi-
nated in the formation of Sadtu.

WCOTP officials said that they were dis-

(NSNS oy ZD\’J\G)
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Leepile Taunyane, leader of
Naptosa
turbed by the fact that while state president

FW de Klerk continuously declines to meet
with Sadtu representatives, he had accepted

aptosa

3asy)
a meeting with Naptosa delegates.

De Klerk’s acceptance of a n.“wa%:m with
Naptosa supported icions that the organ-
_@%au was an afly of m:%n “apartheid regime™.

Empty

Naptosa blew its chances of being waoa&
in the democratic fold by failing to attend
the Patriotic/United Front Conference, in
Durban.

Naptosa’s seats were vaQ at the confer-
ence that brought together or} tions from
wﬁo& the professional and political spec-

.—.—5 'WCOTP officials accepted Sadtu’s
application for recognition in the place of
the dissolved African Teachers Association
of South Africa (Atasa).

Meanwhile, Sadtu is in the process of
negotiating for recognition by various edu-
cation departments.

However, Sadtu assistant secretary gener-
al, Thulas Nxesi, said the organisation would
Emmﬁ recognition outside the present Edu-
cation and HBBEm Act, which “does not
make E.oSm-o: for democratic debates and
bargaining”.

meﬁ&ﬂ—w WCOTP recognition, Nxesi
said, Sadtu’s national executive committee
and the national council had been mandated
to ask for WCOTP literature so that discus-
sions on the world body’s policy could be
held in Sadtu structures.

-
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No pay, no joy

Soukl, 21/

By Anthony Ndlovu

A BLEAK Christmas awaits 38 teach-
ers at three schools in the Nyanga
squatter areas — they have not re-
ceived their salaries since May this

year.
The schools where 2007 pupils at-

=29\
d classes in disused skuppmg con-
ainers are Stormont Madubela in the
KTC squatter camp, Siphika in the
Lusaka camp and Bongolethu at
Zinyoka.

The schools are regarded by the De-
partment of Education and Training
(DET) as pnvalc schools and therefore
do not receive DET assistance.

NO DESKS, NO TEACHER SALARY: Despite the hardships
teachers soldier on and kids dig in their heels evenifthey have

to do so on their knees

PICS FRONT AND ABOVE: YUNUS MOHAMED

f@r 38 teach@rs

Headmaster at Stonnonl Madubela
Mr Mpumelelo Ndlakuhlolo said mu-
merous attempls to obtain financial as-
sistance from major companies failed.

Initially it was the responsibility of
the community to provide salaries for
teachers.

According to Ndlakuhlolo, factors
such as unemployment and inflation
made it difficult for the community to
continue providing funds.

He said the only financial assistance
from outside sources was from the
Human Resources Trust in Johannes-
burg.

Despite teachers not receiving sala-
ries education is continuing inside the
steel containers described by
Ndlakuhlolo as “ovens” when it’s hot.
They were donated by the Canadian
and British embassies.

Over-crowded

Inside the “classrooms” pupils leamn
inover-crowded conditions where there
are very few desks. Most pupils have
to kneel on the floor during lessons
and use plastic chairs as desks.

Ndlakuhlolo said the DET had been
approached on several occassions
without success.

He said most teachers in the school
are women who have to look after
their families but are now unable to do
$0.

“As Christmas is coming nearer
my children are expecling me to
buy clothes and toys for them, but now
1 am confused. I don’t know what 10
do,” said Ms Neliswa Javu, a Std one
teacher at Stormont Madubela,

“I hope that this problem will be
solved soon.”

Another teacher, who preferred not
to be named, said she was worried her
furniture would be repossessed.

Similar circumstances also prevail at
Siphika and at Bongolethu where it is
the responsibility of the community to
provide teacher salaries.

Siphika principal Mrs Florence
Dlamsha said the school has been
struggling with a lack of resources since
it was established in 1986.

“The DET has agreed to provide a
proper building for us, but has not done
s0,” she said.

The Stormont Madubela School
has been promised a subsidy by
the DET and the case of the other
two schools was being considered,
assistant director Mr A E Ndamase
said.
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isations in the teaching profes-
sion could seriously threaten
teacher unity if steps are not
taken to resolve their differ-
ences.

It has been revealed that the United Teach-
ers’ Association of South Africa (Utasa), tra-
ditionally a home for so-called coloured teach-
ers, has opted out of the South African
Democratic Teachers” Union (Sadtu).

Explaining the move, Utasa vice-president,
Al Green-Thompson, said: “Utasa has not
been accommodated in Sadtu, owing to non-
negotiable issues between the two organisa-
tions.”

Disillusioned

Utasa, which claims a membership of 26
000, said it was disillusioned with Sadtu’s
recent decision to abolish proportional repre-
sentation on the National Executive Commit-
tee (NEC).,

Since its launch last year, Sadtu’s NEC was
elected on the basis of proportional represen-
tation of its member organisations.

At its conference in October, Sadtu opted to
ditch the system for the secret ballot, making
it possible for members to be nominated and
elected to he leadership irrespective of affil-
iation.

Thompson said the new system resulted in
the NEC being overwhelmed by members of
the progressive teacher organisations,
marginalising members from the established
bodies.

Mﬁﬂ to teac

Nea Zﬁvﬂn\(( (Lanrm oy

acher unit

Noton) 22(0| ~ 25(ul4)

Sadtu’s 1 _.mn :Nn.on-m- oo:@qomw E—:n_a was —-o_n in October this

year - at which the secret ballot system was adopted for
nomination and election onto the national executive committee

Sadtu assistant secretary-general, Thulas
Nxesi, said the abolition of the proportional
representation system was necessary to avoid
having the features of a federation.

According to Nxesi all organisations which
came together to form Sadtu were expected
to dissolve once they had wound up their legal
and administrative affairs.

Utasa refused to dissolve and Thompson

said it would maintain dual membership to
accommodate members who wished to join
the union.

The dissolution of member organisations
and the abolition of the proportional system
should have been withheld until “true unity
had been achievéd®, said Thompson.

He said he hoped that this would not result
in the formation of another teacher organisa-

y looms

tion. Thompson said the emergence of the
National Professional Teachers’ Organisation
of South Africa (Naptosa) indicated that uni-
ty had not been achieved and that much had to
done to realise the goal.

However, he said, Utasa would not join
Naptosa “because we understand some of the
member organisations in Naptosa maintain
racist principles, which we are against™.

He denied that Utasa was a coloured organ-
isation and said it had signed up members of
other races.

Non-racialism

“Our constitution makes it clear that race
is not the basis of our membership and we
uphold the Harare document recommenda-
tions on non-racialism,” he said.

Thompson said Utasa would work with
Naptosa despite their differences in the same
way they would continue to work with Sadtu
“for true unity”. ¥

Sadtu secretary-general, Randall van den
Heever, former president of Utasa’s largest
affiliate, the Cape Professional Teachers’
Association (CPTA), said his organisation had
written to Utasa requesting a meeting on
December 11. Utasa has not yet responded to
the letter, he said.

Sources in the CPTA said the leadership
was under enormous pressure from its mem-
bers to dissolve and join Sadtu.

Utasa’s Orange Free State affiliate, howev-
er, has already spelt out its willingness to dis-
solve and join Sadtu.
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Markmg for ma r\!cs starts on Mon

ABOUT 9200 “qualified

teachers” arctosiartmark- | BY PHANGIsuLE

ing matric examinati MTSHALI

scripts for the Department

of Education and Train- dates is scheduledtobe fin-

ing's full-time candidates ished on December 14 and

on Monday. matriculants should expect
The marking of 4,8 mil- theirresults in the first week

Jion answer sheets of close ~ of January.

to 300000 full-time candi-

Marking centres have

bee mcneased from six 0
eight in and around Preto-
ria “under strict control’".

“Each person will be
required to wear anidentity
tag and markers will be
checkedonleaving thecen-
tres to find out if they are
not taking out any papers
with them,”” a spokes-

woman for the DET, Mrs
Almini du Pisanie, said.
Meanwhile, the Markers
Adhot Committee has
calledonall matric markers
to megt and appoint centre
representatives who would
be monitoring each centre
with Madhoc representa-
tives visiting each centre

after hours. 2s
“We realise thal n- |&
tralisation s going toaffect |
our attempts to monitor the [
process,” said Madhoc
secretary Mr Buntu
Mfenyane. it
“This is part of the sys- [&
tem’s efforts to disorganise |4

|




Salary relief for 28
Nyanga teacheg&

Soudi i
By Anthony Ndlovu

THE KTC Relief Fund has come to
the assistance of 28 Nyanga teachers
who have not received salaries for
more than six months.

Each teacher will receive a monthly
grant of R400 from the fund until their
salaries are paid.

The teachers are employed at
Stomont Madubela school in the KTC
squatter camp, Bongolethu school at
Zinyoka and Siphika school at Lusaka
squatter camp.

SOUTH reported two weeks ago that

~ ) Mﬁl

the Depanmem of Education and
Training (DET) had promised to
subsidise the KTC school and re-
view the position of others.

“We have heard nothing from the
DET since the promise,” said Mr
Mpumelelo Ndlakuhlolo, head-
master of the Stormont Madubela
school.

He said the three schools have
decided to work together in finding
solutions to their problems.

The state subsidy for Stormont
Madubela will take effect in
Febuary next year. The case of the
other schools was being reviewed,
DET official Mr AE Ndamase:said,




Lift suspensions or
face mass action
warns §gdtu ()

ev  Neken ‘Lemw L[?_-[?_ l/“l
THE South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (Sadtu) has threatened to embark on

mass action unless the suspension of two teachers is lifted.

Ephraim Monama, of Ennis Thabong Primary School in Brits and Leonard Dau, of Tho-
hoyadou Primary School in Atteridgeville were suspended a year ago when teachers embarked
on a defiance campaign to protest inspections by DET school inspectors. At the time teachers
viewed these inspections as a form of harassment.

Support

Sadtu’s Central Transvaal executive member, Solomon Mogaladi, said community support
would be solicited before any mass action campaign was taken to force the department to lift
the suspension.

“The suspension of these teachers by the DET is unacceptable.

Deliberate

“Our view of these marathon suspensions is that the DET is deliberately dragging its feet to
frustrate and discourage teachers’ rights to freedom of association and expression.

“It is grossly unreasonable for an education department to suspend teachers for lengthy peri-
ods,” Mogaladi said,
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Lift suspensions or
face mass action
arms Sadtu

New Waken (w Ll -.dnlﬂn o
THE South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (Sadtu) has threatened to embark on
mass action unless the suspension of two teachers is lifted. . - - :

Ephraim Monarna, of Ennis Thabong Primary School in Brits and Leonard Dau, of Tho-
hoyadou Primary School in Atteridgeville were suspended a year ago when teachers embarked
on a defiance campaign to protest inspections by DET school inspectors. At the time teachers
viewed these inspections as a form of harassment. - ’

: Support . .
Sadtu’s Central Transvaal executive member, Solomon Mogaladi, said community support
would be solicited before any mass action campaign was taken to force the department to lift
the suspension, e R i
“The suspension of these teachers by the DET is unacceptable. !
Deliberate
“Our view of these marathon suspensions is that the DET is deliberately dragging its feet to
frustrate and discourage teachers’ rights to freedom of association and expression. ;
. “Itis grossly unreasonable for an education department to suspend teachers for lengthy peri-
ods,” Mogaladi said. | ' . o
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YEARS of hard work
have finally paid off
for Namane Magau, a
Soweto mother of two.

She returned from the
United States last month
with a doctorate in educa-
tion tucked under her arm.

The doctorate was con-
ferred on her by Harvard,
one of the top universities
in the United States.

Her area of sludy was on
“teacher inquiry and cur-
riculum development™”.

When she left for the US
in 1978 on a scholarship,
she was head of the depart-
ment of professional stud-
ies atthe Soweto College of
Education. It deall with
mcthodology and strate-
gies of education.

Her husband Tommy,
then a lecturer at Vista Uni-
versity, went with her and
is now completing his doc-
torate in education at Bos-
ton University. .

Magau expects to
resume her duties at the
Seweto College of Educa-
tion next year.

She said: “Iwent abroad
after I realised the curricu-

lumat thqcﬁ]lege neededto -

be develtsped to enable
teachers tobe more innova
tive and cope with the com-
plex and continually chang-

n
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By PHANGISILE MTSHALIL
Education Reporter

ing classroom and environ-
mental demands.”

“That is why 1 focused
on exploring ways of pro-
molting teacher inquiry.
The involvement of teach-
ers is essential if the educa-
tion crisis is to be solved.
They are the ones who are
actively involved with pu-
pils in the classroom.”"

Among her many activi-
ties at Harvard, she was a
member of the Havard Edu-
cators Forum. This organi-
sation promotes collabora-
tion between university
academics and teachers.

Classroom
“It was a worthwhile
forum because tcachers

were able to discuss their -

problems in the classroom
with academics, who usu-
ally determine the sylla-
bus,”” she explained.

“It is something that
would be very helpful in
this country:too."”

Magau said it would also
help if the community ac-

knowledged the impor-

c teaching pro-
fession and encouraged the
professional growth of

teachers.

“There is a need for
tecacher empowerment. It
appears our communily no
longer values the teacher
and the teaching profession
as it should.”

Onthestate of black edu-
calion in South Africa,
Magau said she needed to
assess the siluation in the
light of what has happened
in her absence belore she
could sce how she could
make her contribution.

Magau, who oblained
her BA University Educa-
lion diploma at the Univer-
sity of the North-in 1975,
furthered her studics part-
time until she went to
Harvard.

Dr Namane Magau . . .

profession”.

“respect the teaching
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