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THE Civics Association of the South-
ern Transvaal (Cast) issued a call to
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to get organised in anticipation of

“the oppressed masses” on Saturday -

to ‘oppressed masses’

uals freedom of choice when. it e
to the vote. }

; ‘Referring to proposals in
the Witwatersrand Metropolitan
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. later this year.

elections for a constituent assembly . Chamber aimed at bringing together
.- ™ the municipalities of Johannesburg
- In a statement issued to Sapa by¥~and surrounding townships, Mosun-
Cast president Khabisi Mosunkutu,\ kutu said Cast believed any interim
the organisation called on township~ arrangements in this regard should
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identity documents and informed
about the modalities involved.
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the different liberation movements,
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to defeat the NR at the ballot box,
However, pressed on the
gaid that Cast would allow individ-
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. BUSINESSMAN Albert Vermaas,

who has been in jail for three weeks,

:

¢

« awaiting trial on currency charges,
; will appear in court tomorrow. -

¢+ - Vermaas, who is also expected to
! appear in the Transvaal Supréme

¢ Court in Pretoria on January 25 on

-5 fraud and theft charges involving

: R134m, was arrested on December 10
¢ after police staked out a meeting be-
¢+ tween himself and a Norman Spar-
* row at Shell Ultra City on the high-
+way between Pretoria and
".Johannesburg. = ‘-
~¥ After a dramatic helicopter and
car chase, Vermaas was arrested. He

.- Mosunkutu said that Cast would
examine the election campaigns of

It would voice its support for the
party whose programme most suited
its needs and which was most likely

Another day in court for Vermaas
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residents to establish an election™“~emerge from guidelines drawn up at
committee in each street to ensure'a national negotiating forum.
that residents were in possession of

- “It is important to have a national
consensus framework worked out at
national negotiating forum for the
interim,” the statement said.
“We believe the civics involved in
uch a move would need to review
their stance very carefully.”
He added: “All civics must support
the national negotiating forum,
which would help bring about uni-

point, he 'formity in negotiations at local

level.,” — Sapa.

was found with a $1 note in his posses-
sion — which he said he kept as a
good luck charm. Sparrow was found
later, allegedly with $30000 in the
boot of his car. ,~ :
Vermaas has made two unsuccess-
1 appeals to be released on bail
tails of Sparrow’s involvement in
e alleged currency deal are expect-
‘ed to emerge in tomorrow'’s trial,

/ It is expected that Vermaas’s trial
on the currency charges will be com-
pleted before his long-running trial in
the Supreme Court resumes.
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17 ?; 0 families
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THE, Transvaal Provincial Admini-
stration had provided 17 000 families

with homes during 1992 but there was
still a shortfall of almost 500 000 ser-
viced premises, TPA Administrator

Danie Hough said last week.

Hough said one of the TPA's great-
est challenges during the year had
been trying to keep pace with the
process of urbanisation.

By the year 2010, about 69% of the
black population in SA (33,2-million
people) would have moved to the ur-
ban areas, the President’s Council
economic committee has estimated.

The TPA had spenf R223m during
1992 on the provision of land and
serviced plots for low-income group
in the Transvaal, Hough saidgq._?

He added that the granting-of
mazximum R7 500 discount on houses
falling within the National Sales
Campaign, announced recently by
government, had helped tenants to
purchase their own hornes. -

“The most important benefit is
that full home ownership has now
become a reality for many people.”

Hough said that as a result of the
announcement, more than 150000
houses in the Transvaal, including

50 000 in Greater Soweto, ha ome
eligible for the discount. (¢
The prevention of illegal Squatting

and the provision of housing for the
homeless had resulted in the TPA,
which employed 88 000 people, be-
coming one of the largest town estab-
lishers in the country, said Hough.
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 LARGE-scale urbanisation in th

Large-scale urbanis ation

£/0

green belt northwest of Johan-

. heshurg was inevitable, and the

. deprived for so long. -

‘i

-
.

question before the Demarcation

" Board was which structure would
. be best equipped to handle the
_ flood, TPA deput
. community development Len

director of

Dekker said yesterday.
In his opening address to the De-
marcation Board hearing in Krugers-

. dorp, Dekker said a balance had to be
- Struck between protecting the rights

of residents already living in the

_‘. area, and creating new rights for

those commurities which had been

The TPA had suggested that the six
municipalities administer the area
between them as it was better for

.- local authorities to decide how the
- urbanisation would go ahead rather

than for the decision to be made in

. Pretoria, Dekker said. He added that

the councils had been discussing the

plan for several years. |
The six municipalities — Ver-

“wuerdburg, Midrand, Randburg,

Sandton, Roodepoort and Krugers-
dorp — have submitted applications
to the Board to divide between them
the 80km?* northwest of the borders up

een

belt ‘ingvitz

131 -
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_to the Hartebeespoort Dam.

The Greenbelt Action Group,
which represents residents in the
area, has proposed an alternative to

- the carve-up — a self-funding rural
- municipality which will protect the

green belt area against forced urban-
isation. They fear squatters will be
placed on site-and-service stands
rather than in low-cost housing
schemes which they are proposing.

The municipalities believe their
skills and resources would allow
them to handle urbanisation in the

~.area in a more controlled way, and

would ensure that nature reserves
and environmentally sensitive areas
were preserved.

Dekker told the board the problem
of urbanisation was so vast that de-
veloping the areas within existing
municipal boundaries would only sat-
isfy a small percentage of the need —
and it was therefore imperative that
the greater area be considered.

He stressed that the question be-
fore the board was to decide whether
the flood of urbanisation would best
be administered through the institu-
tion of a new local authority, through
smaller viable local management

y,

P ) (S42
thees, or through the eXtTHSIon
.of the existing municipal boundaries.
“The TPA has already adopted the
standpoint that as far as informal
towns for the low income group are
concerned, it will take the initiative
to adress the urgent need in two new
towns, namely Diepsloot and Niet- _

' gEdﬂCht," hE E'aidi ue b

Further identification df land for
informal towns would be done by the
Iocal authorities themselves.

Provision would also have to he
made for commercial and industrial
areas that would create work oppor-
tunities in the region.

The conservation of agricultural
and natural reserves, especially
north of the Krugersdorp highway
{R28), would be centraj to the plan,
Dekker said, and the TPA believed a
local authorities could provide better
protection for the area than individ- |
uals er organised interest groups.

He said factors that could inhibit
development of low-cost settlements
in the area included the traditional
perception that the entire area bhe
preserved as an open “green” area,
the relative lack of a physical infra-
structure and the lack of mass trans-
portation in the region.
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By PATRICK BOND

A RED menace is spreading
through the leafy northern suburbs
of Johannesburg: not communists
in the shrubbery but bank “redlin-
ing” policies in which a figurative
line demarcates a no-lend area.

Once an inner-city phenomenon, |

redlining has now reached the outer
reaches of Johannesburg. The
Transvaal Provincial Administra-
tion’s (TPA) recent supreme court
victory in the Zevenfontein case
increases the likelihood of shack set-
tlements sprouting near suburbs
like Diepsloot.

In the first major effect of the
case, banks have redlined Diepsloot,
the Council of South African Banks
has confirmed. Simultaneously, six
metropolitan municipalities led by
Randburg and Sandton have
applied to the Demarcation Board
to incorporate land northwest of
Johannesburg —- as a “dumping
ground for squatters”, according to
Werner Zybrands of the Local
Government Affairs Council.

Estate agents report that, geo-
graphically, this will further
squeeze the terrain that is open for
bank loans. A survey of Johannes~
burg agents and bankers confirms
that redlining is now a severe prob-
lem in central areas — Joubert

Park, Hillbrow and Berea—and is '
permeating even trendy Yeoville — Berframs, Lorentzville, Judith’s

and Bellevue, - -
According to Clive Babb, of First
National Bank’s Valuations Divi-

sion, FNB valuers will not eveni:
bother Iooking at central city prop-:

erties, and the only Berea proper-

d re . -
ties he will value are those adjoining
Louis Botha Avenue or Harrow
Road. FNB’s Hillbrow branch
home loan officer Rudolf Breyten-
bach confirms that Joubert Park,
Hillbrow and Berea are off-limits.

Near Louis Botha Avenue in
Bellevue, just north of Rockey
Street, Hometeam Estate Agents
say bonds are still available for
homes in some streets from two
banks, but warn that if the property
needs repairs or is next to a block of
flats, it becomes nearly impossible to
get a bond. Areas to the immediate
east of the central business district

Paarl, even Bez Valley — are
patchily redlined at present and face
a greater threat in the future.

But the news for in-town borrow-

ers is not all bad. Late last year ten-

ants in the Hillbrow-Joubert Park

-
""""

e < )

“Seven Buildings Project” gained -

in-principle agreements for bank
financing, thanks to the support of
Anglo American Properties and the
Urban Foundation.

Funds will be lent on the condition
that normal collateral is enbanced
by a “zero-coupon bond”. This low-
ers the banks’ exposure to the co-
operative housing venture in the
event of a default. The Central
Johannesburg Partnership, which
will help underwrite the deal,
requires R2,5-million in grant
financing subsidies for the R10-mil-
lion purchase-rehabilitation.

This raises a thorny issue for poli-
cy-makers in the future: whether
such subsidies should go to the sup-
ply side {collateral to the banks) or to
the demand side (lower monthly pay-
ments for tenant-purchasers). Pro-
ponents of the Partnership financial

model, which was designed by UAL
Merchant Bank, say that the banks
need more external security before

- they end redlining policies. But this

may ultimately make it harder for

other borrowers who do not have the
zero-coupon bond collateral.

Seven Buildings tenant leader
Sandi Mgidlana calls for a general
prohibition on redlining policies:
“Now the white residents who are|
affected should consider organising
and pooling resources so that we can
keep property prices from falling
and also ensure fair housing for all.”

Mgidlana says his organisation’s
sister agency ip the United States
(Washington Inner-City Self-Help)
has been successful with such strate-
gies in recent years, lobbying
bankers for tens of millions of dol-
lars’ worth of loans for racially inte-
grated residential development.

b
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banks’ capital flight, and had to call a
halt to financing foreign expansion
through the finrand. We hope other
citizens’ groups will join Sanco in
developing a feasible and fair
response to harmful banking prac-
tices such as redlining, so as to assure
racial harmony and affordable hous-

ing for all.
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LOUISE MARSLAND

Lécal Government Reporter

AN HiSi‘OﬁIC”décision-making forum for Greater

Soweto could be in place within a month following a
broad agreement in Johannesburg yesterday between
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stor. His bark, they say, is
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Hoc Crisis Committee on
steps to resolve the cur-
rent financial and ser-
vices crisis in the bank-
rupt township. |
-An end to the rent and
-services boycott in
Soweto is in sight after
the sacking of the Sowe-
to and Diepmeadow
councillors this week by
Transvaal Administra-
tor Danie Hough for
maladministration and
the failure to collect mu-
nicipal service charges.

“Hough removed the

-| last stumbling block to

- the involvement of the
~ Johannesburg and Roo-
depoort city councils in

‘1 providing services to

Greater Sowgtp. .
© 7 skills

Yesterday the TPA,
Johannesburg and Roo-
depoort councils, Soweto
Civic' Association, Cen-
tral Witwatersrand Re-

. gional Services Council
 (CWRSC) and the Dob-
- sonville Town Council

INEW DUUY W |

195

‘| met to hammer out the

agreement which will

*1 result in the establish-

ment of a Greater Sowe-
‘| to Forum to advige
newly appointed Soweto

#| and Diepmeadow admin-

istrator Zakkie Lom-
bard; and the provision

of services and adminis-

“#} trative skill§ by Johan-
i nesburg in Sowelo and:
* 'Diepmeadgw and by

Roodepoort
ville, 7 =« .
The crisis cpmmittee

® TO PAGE 2.
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- d0oweto
. ?“.
it
,'I‘!.‘ll-il
;- yesterday reached
;- agreement on the broad
i structure of the new in-
i . terim administration for
4, Greater Soweto.

. - . A meeting has, how-
i oyer, been called for
i Monday to try to finalise
t . agreement on outstand-
{- ing important financial
. issues of the tariff struc-
+ ture for paymett of ser-
i vices, the TPA’s finan-
- cial involvement, and
- how the R700 million
i Boweto and Diepmeadow

- debt should be dealt

| with. A
The proposed package
to resolve the crisis is an

t+# Immediate, short-term
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and temporary “pre-
interim” arrangement
and should in no way be
regarded as any form of

interim government, the

chamber stresses.

-~ committee will be ecall-

ally responsible for de-
termining policy and
- preparing the budgets
. for Greater Soweto. It
will initially comprise
the members of the
Soweto Ad Hoc Crisis
Committee, but mem-
*- bership could be_broa-

dened. *
It will &3&&3 de'n—

Sénsus and where mat-
. ters cannot be resolved, .

|
: Faler soweto
Forum will be politic- |

¢

a dispute resolution
)
r¥ act |
apent for| the
' CWRSC i b said |
. to prov,  rvicc.. “and
upgrade, wirastyucture
In the townships: |
To get the payment of |
-Services tariffs up to an |
acceptable level, the ciy-
ics have proposed a flat |
rate of R55 a month, !
with gradual increases '
after services have been
. seen to improve, [
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ALL 1 325 stands at Permprop’s Voslo
Ext 28 affordable development have been
sold, says MD Philip Chilton-Jones. .
Permprop — Nedcor’s property devel-
opment subsidiary — has been involved in
the affordable housing market for about 15
years and still holds a large amount of land
countrywide. | , -
“We hold land in some of the more trou-
bled areas but cannot consider any type of
development on this land until the politics
are sorted out,” he said. - ~.
. Permprop had taken advantage of the

,
tﬁ :;‘
g gl -

- : tu} ] AR T
: PETER GALLI ~ ~ -

site. Surfaced bus routes and gr{#’ 2] seconvn: -y .
dary roads were provided. , .

-“We originally .intended to constructsa’s. 7. : .
rudimentary toilet structure on edch sitese o -
but at the request of the community high. i -, |,
mast lighting was installed instead witlea..:v -
sewerage connec.ion to each site,” he said..z -1 -

- Permprop donated a site for a.home inps ~-- ..

provement centre and sample house§ were - ~
being erected by indeperdent builders. ..s:. |
Chilton-Jones said'the Vosloorus. Town. ¢+ = -«

capital subsidy scheme launched by theO\ Couneil was “most helpful” and had agréede -« .. |

IDT to address the chronic

. affordable homes on the East Rand.

“The IDT scheme was developed in di-
rect response to the severe housing short-
age and provided a capital subsidy of up to
R7 500 to low-income-earning individuals
to allow them to own land on which to build
affordable structures.” he said.

Construction n the Vosloorus Ext 28
uction on the Vosloo Xt \Q\escalating housing

development started last June. In six

months the stands were developed and ser- \}

viced. The project was undertaken in con-
junction with development agency Citicon,
which liaised with community representa-
tives and the site allocation committee,
Permprop development manager Peter
Daniels said individual water supply and

shortage of \.that buildings
N national building regulations,dithowd. 1:25
3bl'iﬂk and mortar had to be;used.. - -

need not ‘coply-with the -

erected within six months of t4é date*of-. . -¢
ansfer, there are no réqu nents re; -7 i
garding the size or plan of fheifiouse” .ozl

Initiatives were needed toshddress the ~o- 0.

L ﬂhﬂmgq ] had A /) S E}
involve government, the piywte sector - .. T
and other political parties’ ***{ = ° -

i te g & v !
“If they couid getﬂtugethigm formus.~,: 1
late a plan for the eréction of medi ~risg r..v ~
Structures, where people are’dbé to own . -+
their own unjts and the developenis some-~.- ...
how guaranteed a return, the hopaing crisis, ~ .~

|

« i

i v e b el =3 N -
“However, while the structure must de =~ |
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.. S€werage connections were laid on at each could start to be addresspt!.:f o |
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e Ul
“+o -save RS million”. The *

official urged the scrapping of
plans for a R14 million concrete
r'eServoir. A

The Zondi reservoir sprang,
leaks and, because of problems
with water pressure in the area
— high pressure at night causes
flooding and low pressure dur-
ing the day cannot feed the sys-
. tem — millions are needed for a
. pnew water supply line and
pumping equipment to get-it
| functional. The extra expense
means it will ultimately cost
| the same as the rejected con-
ventional concrete reservoir. .

The reservoir has also been a
source of discontent to the Dob-
sonville community. The spil-
lover has waterlogged part of
the nearby Doornkop Cemetery
and has caused the subsidence
of several graves. e

A costly security system, and
electrified fence erected to pro-
tect the reservoir from vandals
is not in use. i
|  One source explained: “The
| alarm was activated at least 20
| times a day so it and the elec-

trified fence were turned off. It
is now vulnerable to vandals.
@ A Natal-based civil engineer-
ing company, which contracted
to build a 3 km road in Soweto
for B9 million, has overspent
R10 118 048. ST
" Much of the work is of a low
1 standard and Soweto City Coun-
| cil officials not vigorously
question the project, which
escalated to R19826540.. . -
@ An R18 307 000 project under-
| taken by a northern suburbs en-
gineering firm, in which 150 km
of pipelines were laid for water
supplies to Soweto house-
holders, is riddled with wrregu-
\arities. Large sections of it do
not work. Payments for materi-
als and labour have been du-
plicated and cash was handed
over for work not done. A new
contractor has been called in to
fix the job at a cost of more
than R1 million.

This contractor has disco-
vered that long sections of the
pipelines cannot function be-
cause, initially, underground
pipes were laid at random and
the gaps covered with soil.

A ‘sourc claimed: ‘“When
wotkmen dig to find the cause
of ihe blockage they discover
undgrground pipes are missing
rywhereX~® = -
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earmarked for upliftment
projects in Soweji.have,
over the past three years,
been lost 1d:sharp practices,
poor financialjcontrol: and
astronomicalioyer-expendi-
ture within the.Soweto; City

'''''

Council. - lf
This picture of misman-

‘agement and corruption by

| certain senior officials, con-

| tractors and consultants in

the cash-strapped*{ownship
has been painted by‘several
reliable sources approached
during an in-depth Star:Line
probéy dor 4y

- The allegations have
emerged at a time when 44
councillors, axed. for. mis-
mangement of‘funds, say
their sackings are a cover-up
for mass corrupiion by cer-
tain white Soweto City Coun-
cil officials. "~ oW
. Many,.of the problem
areas -pinpointed by. Star
Line sources are in the coun-
cil’s water and:sewer
branch, into which ‘millions
| in taxpayers’ money "has
been funnelled to expand and
improve Soweto’s water sup-
plies.

- Nami
faced in the investigation are
of senior and highly qualified -

s which thave, sur-

professionals w worked
_with the council % variousg
costly schemes. & ¥ .

R T 4 ' ';é%f'é'"t
I E&c farities .
Y ALy Sl T PR
{ Some.of the aliegations.
| levelled at Soweto City
Council officials and well-
1ipaid professionals are:
@ Frans Bleeser;.a -former
ident engineer working.on
a stgrmwater project ip Na-
ledi, Soweto, was paid about
R130 000 for work which was
never done. He was involved
in, other payment irregular-
ities. Bleeser has settled
abroad and apparently the
Soweto City Council has
failed to recoup the funds. .
@ Gordon Thoms,;a senior
engineer in the council's
projects department, embez-
zled R465 000 from the Sowe-
to City Council. He had con-
trol over the Goyernment-
funded Regional, Service
Gouncil (RSC) cheques made
out to the Soweto City Coun-
cil. Thoms admitied pocket-
ing nine RSC cheques.' He
said inadequate safeguards

| | in the project’s department

enabled him-to easily syphon
| off funds. He is serving a
nine-y&ar prison sentence for
| fraud.
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® A formnd 1 hkshrg civil
engineer! A% :aithing in'the
| Northerh &Y ansvaalimade
a huge suf® ad ¥ lived the high
1ife after &igning 8 a-muilti-
milligh-2fade: subbéontract-
ing essantial services project
- in SowelLHesréteived about
| R},:lrrrgllliun to*which he was
hot“en{itled. A further
R350 000%s unaccounted for. |
@ An R11 million “unconven-
tional” plastic-type reservoir |
{ In"Zondi, Soweto, is a white
elephant used by the locals |
as a huge trampoline,
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The reservoir was recom-
mended by a “top brass” in
the Soweto City Council's en-
gineer’s department (Star
Lme“hagihe official’s name)
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MICHAEL HARTNACK

HARARE — SA Health Department
director-general Dr Coen Slabbert
will be discussing Zimbabwe’s ex-
perience in developing mass primary
health care when he visits Harare

hext week, Health Minister Timo y
Stamps has disclosed.
“His principal reason ing

here is to find ways in which SA can
follow our lead in developing prima-
ry health care centres for the major-
ity population, but I have no doubt we
will discuss cholera, human immung-
deficiency virus (HIV) and AIDS.”
Stamps told a briefing on the chol-
era epidemic that heaith problems
afflicting southern Africa knew o
geographical limits. |
There have been reports in Harare
that, making the first visit of its kind
since Zimbabwe’s 1980 independence,
Slabbert will discuss regional stra-
gegy for combating the cholera epi-
demic that has claimed at least 800
lives in Zambia and 183 in Zimbabwe,
after spreading from endemic areas
in the civil war zones of Mozambique,
Zimbabwe believes it is mastering
the previously “explosive” spread of
the disease, but fears the present
3695 total of cases will continue to
rise until the end of the present rains.

WILSON ZWANE

current levels of housing delivery.

be forthcoming from government.

Agreement on h
a 2’8/11 -

urgent programme to sustain — or even increase —
{ AT
Details of the programme, which would supplement
existing schemes to provide low-cost housing, would be
worked out only after it was known whether funds would
; }

= . —mm,
i

kS

Home owners

- TaAnd R
aboyt ‘bond inStr ce’™
(Sanc) prsiden Mose Sloncy | | WSO T

yesterday warned township home Investigations by Business Day
owners to be on their guard against show that the company is not regis-
being taken for a pide by organisa- tered with the Registrar of Com:
tions promising to pay off their bonds  panies and Close Corporations. The
in the event of unemployment, . gompany is also not known in thé

Mayekiso’s warning came as a -financial and housing sectors. - .-

34

company called Tri-Housing Repos- Pressed for further information’ -

session Busters flooded Reef town- such as the number of clients the
ships with pamphlets urging resi- company had signed up, Chabalala
dents to turn to it for financial refused io answer, saying the media
assistance, SR v Sometimes killed rather thap pro-
In the pamphletg’ the company, moted bllﬂillEﬂS ventures, "
which claimed to have been in exist- -+ Mayekiso said his organisation’s
ence since 1991, promised to bend affiliates would be asked o matter;
over backwards to give residents of urgency to check the credentials of
peace of mind — at a price. F ; :
Manager Sam Chabalala said yes. ©rS an slmilar companies, - % |
terday hﬂmaﬂwners who wantedyhjs - . He said p&ﬂplﬁ Hhﬂll]lsl not bﬁ:
company’s services would have to :te:npted by such companies bEfﬂl:ﬁ
Py an annual fee equivalent to 2% of  they had satisfied themselves of their
the value of their bonds. . .. Aauthenticity. e
< It is understood that the matter

oilis fee was payable in 12 equal - It 18 U raised at discussions be-
that his o oiabalala sald, adding  Zo o 02 valsed at Association of

that his company would settle a
client’s bond if he or she lost a job. ‘_@ﬁﬁa&ﬁfdﬁmﬁﬁt‘%ﬂ]phﬁ:ﬂf
The company was not an informai . insurance cover for homeowneps was
savings club but a registered close being discussed by the associatior
corporation, he said. .+ .. and the civie Orgamisation. .

- | [FISHING STERN TRAWLERS
" ROR SALE -

-

Four Starn'Trawlers'ffumj__l*u'lénd }apprnx length
76 m; breadth 12 m: with fishing and processing
capacity 800-900 m/t fish per month (filleting

© - .. and deep freezing), ' :

" For further datails please contact:
ANDREAS PUKALA INTERNATIONAL
Borgfelder Str 36, 2000 Hamburg 26, Germany.

Telefax: 40/2509760; Phone 40/253326;
Telex 2165718 API D,

MASE233

) .
5 2y
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the Tri-Housing Repossession Bust-
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A SECTION 21 co pE:I }r' soon be
established to spearhead the develop-:
ment project southwest of Johannes-|
burg, Civic Associations of Johannes-
burg spokesman Cas Coovadia said|
recently. : Vo
The Johannesburg City Couneil!
approved a framework last week to
guide the development of St Martins
Trust, between Johaanesburg and El-
dorado Park. i _
The scheme would involve the city
council, the TPA, community organisa.
tions, developers, land, owners anc
financial institutions, A
The first phase of the project will be
carried out on land owned by the coun!
cil. Future development|phases could
be carried out on privately owned land]
St Martins Trust Fo nafrmar
Marietta Marx said the jpint venturé
showed a new, creative approach td
involve all stakeholders in developing
workable solutions to the hansing crisis
Coovadia said his organisation would
be a member of a Section 2] company;
which would develop the Iand jointly
with the Urban Foundation’s New
Housing Company. The company would
be established within 30 da)%: he said.

Coovadia said it was too edrly to say]
how much money would beé pum
into the project as the number of hous
ing units to be built was still ‘nlmuwn

R S L i nrung
- - -
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SOUTH Africa’s bubbling
population pressure cooker

and is steadily spilling into

central Johannesburg.
The suburb.of Bertrams is

one of the children-of the popu-.

lation explosion, a place where

homes are literally bursting at - ——
- older than 10.

the seams — and occupants
overflow on to the pavements.

Chickens cluck in kitchens — .

conveniently close to the cooking
pot — but there is no electricity.

Or money. Or jobs. And nowhere

else to go.

Unscrupulous landlords could
find themselves In hot water for

breaking every by-law. In Johan-
nesburg it is an offence to:

@ Allbw people to cook in a room
used for sleeping.

® Allow a staircase, cupboard,
shed, pantry, outbuilding or cellar
to be used for sleeping.

® Allow people to sleep in a room
where there Is less than 3.7sqm
of floor space for each person

e

GOING CHEEP

overcrowded Bertrams, Johonneburg, house.
Gladys Sithole enjoy o cup of tea.
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has reached huilinF point -
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A fireplace doubles a: a makeshift chicken coo
Unperturbed, Nancy Sibiyas and

® Photographs: STEVE HILTON-BARBER
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RENT A TENT: Sarah Nabedibe pays R180 a month for about 3 sq m of floor
space closed off by a curtain, She is but one of hundreds of eople,
from rural areas, trekking to the city in the hope of finding wnrt

" WITH some suburbs .
alroady bursting with

the jobless and g
homeless, shacks in -
contral Jo’burg are a
possibility, hears
CAROLINE HURRY.

,ﬁ

® Allow their premises to reach
an uanhygienic state.

But, while landlords reke in ex-
orhitant tents for premises which

have long since become slums,

sentences are 50 lenlent they are
no deterrent. '

According to housing officlals,
most magistrates feel elght peo-

ple sleeping in one room is less of
a health hazard than eight people

weon-thé pavement. “Offenders in-

variably get away with a small
fine or suspended sentence,” says
a spokesman for the Johannes-
burg Clty Council’s Department of
Health, Housing and Urbanisation.

Something has to be doue, but
nobody, it seems, is prepared te

vy e
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pick up the tab. '
While Actstop blames the Jo-
hannesburg City Council for the

. erisig, it in turn blames central

Government. And with no less
than 15 housing departments in
South Africa, all merrily passing
the buck in an Incestous eircle, a
solution seems remote.

In the meantime, people are

{ - packing into pantries and cram-

ming themselves into cubicles as
_their dreams of making it in the
Golden City turn to nightmares.
Many are from rural areas as far
afield as Natal

“If this downward spiral con-
tinues, we'll soon be seeing shacks
in the middle of Johannesburg,”

- says Cas Coovadla, publicity sec-

retary for Actstop. “The situation
in Bertrams is just a microcosm
of the broader spectrum.

‘“We try and help individuals
who approach us with their prob-
lems. We can fight the landlords
but the problem will never be
solved until the Johanneshurg
City Council’s Department of
Health, Housing and Urbanisation
makes low-income housing a pri-

ority. At the very least,
they should be providing
long-term low-interest
loans to the poor to en-
able them to buy
houses." ':

~ Just getting through

"to a spokesman for the
counell iz no mean feat.
To while away the time
while being shunted
from pillar to post, a re-
corded voice informs
callers that the music
fountain at Wemmer
Pan is working and sea-
son tickets for Johannes-
burg buses are ayailable.
All very well, but not a
word of advice on how to
find a house,

“That's the central
Government's responsi-
bility,” says Professor
Nick Padavachee, the
executive director of
Health, Housing and Ur-
bantsation.

No policy

“Our job is merely to
act as agents to adminis-
ter Government funds,
fhe Government admitls
to a figure of 1,2 million
family units waiting for
accommodation. The
State should be building
jow-inecome housing
units, especially in the
city centres, but they
have no clear-cut policy.

“We merely apply the
by-laws, but they are in-
effectual because clamp-
ing down on landlords
merely means more peo-
ple out on the streets.”

It's a choice between a
rock and a paving stone.

Padayachee says part
of the solution lies in a
single housing depart-
ment — neot the current
15 — under a govern-
ment of national unity.

mostly
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(3) whether he will make a statement on the

matter? B30E
tThe DEPUTY TER OF FINANCE
(Mr J A van Wyk):

(1) In view of the position of trust existing
between financial institutions and their
clients, I am not prepared to disclose
personal particulars of the Land Bank’s
clients without the client’s wrntten con-
sent.

The person whose name was furnished,

did not in any event apply for a ican at
the Land Bank.

(2) and (3} Fall away.

SAP: resignations because of stress

*3. Mr H D K VAN DER MERWE asked the
Minister of Law and Order:t

{1) Whether any memb the South
Afncan Police have resigned since 1
January 1990 because of stress; if so,
how many;

(2) whether any of these members have
been admitted to institutions for persons
suffering from nervous disorders; if so,
how many;

(3) in respect of what date is this informa-
tion furnished? B31E

1The MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER:
{1) Yes.

1990—Not avatlable.
1991 —37 members
1992 —231 members

(2) Yes, but as a result of the magnitude of
the administrative processes involved in
order to determine the information, the
information cannot, enfortunately, be
made available at short notice.

(3) 1January 1991 until 31 December 1992,

+Mr HD K VAN DER MERWE: Mr Speaker,
arising out of the hon the Minister’s reply, I
should like to know what the hon the Minister
and his Department are doing to oblige and to
render assistance in the cases concerned.

+The MINISTER: Mr Speaker, 1 think that is a
very reasonable question, but the reply is rather

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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comprehensive, However, [ shall t convey
it as briefly as possible.
The Psychological Auxiliary § ection, a

subsection of the Institute for Behavioural Sci-
ences, renders a professional psychological set-

vice to members of the SA Police and their

families. On 6 March 1992 the Psychological
Auxiliary Services Section initiated a proactive

programme for the treatment of siress in the

South African Police. At that time existing as
well as future services were discussed. The ser-
vices being offered now are of a preventive
nature and comprise guidance, crisis manage-
ment and psychotherapy. To prevent these

problems, very strict psychometric selection of

all new applicants is carried out,

Secondly, in respect of crisis management, the
SA Police Force has installed a crisis line oper-
ating 24 hours a day. This gives members the
opportunity to discuss personal problems with a
trained counsellor by means of a toll free tele-
phone service. The psychometric auxiliary ser-
vices to members of the force still operate on a
daily basis, and a significant percentage of these
patients have symptoms of stress. What would,
however, be more effective, is a stress manage-
ment centre for the SAP where members may
unwind completely and learn the necessary

. stress management skills. The establishment of

such a centre 15 being investigated by the police
at present.

Mamelodi: leasehold title

*4, Mr S P BARNARD asked the Minister of

National Housing: 1

(1)

(2)
3)

(4)

4.3
Whethier the Transva e -
ministration intends granting leasechold
title in respect of the occupants of cer-
tain sites in Mamelodi township; if so, in
respect of how many sites;

whether any improvements have been
effected on these sites:

whether these sites plus improvements

have besn or will be made available to
the occupants;

whether he will make a statement on the
matter? B36E

The MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER (for
the Minister of National Housing}:

(1)

It is the policy of the Government in

LY ] . I
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(2)

(3)
(4)

terms of the Conversion of Certain
Rights to Leasehold Act, 1988 (Act 81 of
1988) to eventually grant leasehold or
freehold in respect of all State financed
sites in Mamelodi township to occupants
thereof. Approximately ites will

e_m:ﬁe,&mxf w m_mw
42.5&35. mﬂm nmnnnna
on some of the sites. )

Yes.
No.

Ministry of Law and Order: offices refurnished

*5 Mr PJ GROENEWALD asked the Minis-
ter of Law and Order:7

(1)

(2)

(3)

Whether any of the s of his Minis-
try in Pretoria were fitted with new car-
pets and refurnished in 1992, if so, {(a)
how many offices were involved, (b)
what was the cost involved and (c¢) what
was done with the old carpets and furni-

ture;

whether these offices had been fitted
with new carpets and refurnished on a
previous occasion,; if so, when;

whether he will make a statement on the
matter? B39E

+The MINISTER OF LAW AND ORDER:
(1) The Ministry offices were supplied with

new carpets (with the exception of one
large office) as a result of the fact that
the existing carpets were threadbare and
faded. Most of the old furniture was
retained and only a few items were ac-
guired for purposes of addition and re-
placement. Due to the appointment of a
Deputy Minister of Law and Order on a
full-time basis, an office had to be allo-
cated to him and furniture was procured
for this office.

(a) Nine offices, the passage, the en-
trance hall and the conference
room.

(b) R43 811,71,

(c) The Department of Public Works
disposed of the old carpets and fur-
niture in terms of the State Expen-
diture regulations.

(2) Six years ago a few offices were hastily

prepared for the previous Minister of
Law and Order and supplied with car-
pets. The offices were supplied with used
furniture with a few exceptions. As a re-
sult of changes to the existing offices,
which included the preparation of a re-
ception area and conference facilitie
the carpets also had to be replaced.

(3) No.

= A ——

Export incentive policy: company benefiting

*6. Mr ] CHIOLE asked the Minister of Trade
and Industry:{ - -

(1) Whether a certhi

:wp_!z._drq._msﬂn of

which has been furnished to the Minis-
ter’s Department for the purpose of his
reply, was benefited financially by the
Government’s export incentive policy
during the latest spcified period of 10
years for which figures are available; if
so, (a) by what total amount and (b)
what is the name of this company;

(2) whether the Industrial De ent

Corporation of South Africa Limited
granted loans to this company during the
above-mentioned period; if so, what (a)
was the amount of each of these loans
and (b) were the conditions of repay-
ment attached thereto;

(3) whether this company enjoys lower tar-

iffs, rebates and/or other special priv-
ileges as a result of its geographic sitna-
tion, mining activities and/or other

factors; if so, what are the relevant de-
tails? B43E

The DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE AND
INDUSTRY:

(1) (a) and (b) Richards Bay Minerals con-

trols two companies, namely Richards
Bay Iron and Titanium (Pty) Ltd and Ti-
sand (Pty) Ltd. These companies have
during the period 1981 to 1990 been ben-
efited financially by the Government’s

export incentive policy, as follows:
P policy o _\am iy
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
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— a pilot co-operative lem is being addressed by using a co-

HE Seven Buildings Froject | o o

housing project in the Jo- | - . operative ownership model which .

hannesburg inner city -— _ — — - O — ‘ H. H o m makes provision for cross-subsidisa-"
has over the past one-and-a-half . | | — - tion within the tenant community,

: -earni living in the
ears helped to forge important Better-earning people living |
Wm2=mum=_mwm between the public _rmwwmm_“ mwﬁwa“w aﬂ __n %Mwewa _ﬁﬁ,:
and private sectors and non-gov- .

. ®

assist lower earners.
ernmental organisations. And # “The rationale is that, if public
there have been important inno- . money is made available in the form
vations aimed at addressing the of subsidies, higher earners benefit
housing and inner city crises. . from it and should be obliged fo_.

There remain, however, areas make a greater contribution.

. - .
ﬂ__mﬂms_mnmwm_mnwomn_mmﬂ. .wm:q&omanﬁﬁmmgnwﬁﬁm:
ﬂuﬁmEEmEmnmEmﬁﬁammoEmn _ _ E:mﬂ..ﬁﬂE_.Em__mna.awmumaﬁ
and where there is no consensus . __aﬁﬁmaﬁm—ﬂﬁmum%mﬁ.ﬁ-aaﬁ;
among the key actors. | | . and decaying buildings are being ag-

The purpose of the Seven Building quired and upgraded at a cost of

Project — which involves 400 units - about R20000, cheap in terms of"”

and 2 000 people — is to deliver de- _ G TY ey - housing developments in other parts
cent and affordable housing to peo- F ) J L/ JU . goz z>=m°° __ﬂ.m.._.w. _ o of the city. . T
’ ﬂm in the low income category and | . _ A . ——— Finally, ownership models havé’’
maintain this housing stock by - | _ . | - o been designed on a limited equity -
keeping it off the speculative proper- , _ - . y basis. This means that owners may"*
ty market. e v ] | not sell their units on the market:
It also involves buyers in the man- It is within this context that a ing the Johannesburg Cit Council,. by the Seven Buildings Project. when they leave. .
agement of the delivery and main- number of key public, private and business and community Interests. The second is to obtain subsidies The unit reverts to the co-opera=~
tenance of housing stock. community development players On the basis of this commitment, from public sources. tive non-profit company and owners .
To be able to achieve this form of have been discussing the need for a  banks agreed in principle, subject to Two kinds of subsidies are needed: ~ are reimbursed according to a set
housing in SA three areas need to be coherent programine. a number of conditions, to lend mon-  subsidies aimed at making housing formula. -
addressed. Housing co-operatives in the inner ey into formerly redlined areas. projects feasible along the lines of The method ensures that there will
. E_”.wumqwmnm seen as part of the answer. A housing utility company will group subsidies; and individual sub- be continued low-cost housing stock
S consensus was achieved onl rovide the project management and  sidies for persons and families with in the inner city, speculators will be
., after protracted negotiations. It still, . the working capital. , gevere financial problems. unable to enter the market and the_
. ,_ . . nevertheless, needs to be tested.! ' ;T mIL bt Because a co-operative ownership  poor will not shifted to the periphery.
irst, unlocking housing finance - Tn attempting to establish housing * SR B L - model has been followed, there bas A Th
from a variety of players, most im- - - co-operatives in’ the Johannesburg. —@". . N “ v been great difficulty in obtaining P
. portantly from the financial institu- .. inner city a number of problems and " . . B . .group subsidies. And there are few . ) , .
. tions. For a variety of reasons finan- ~ solutions emerged which could have. . ® he banks have insisted on good *subsidy options for individuals that - . | T
cial institutions are reluctant to - adirectimpact on a broader housing - ‘business risk management, while the = provide relief for low income earn- his form of co-operative housing

. invest in this sector hecause of per- " programme.’ . » +*' . community argues that good organi-  ers or those in tempor financial  Will not only benefit participants. It
ceived big risks. - . 'The mandate received from low-" sation i:wumwo the uuo.._mmﬂ o__mm_xwu. nﬁﬁo&%ﬁ E . _x. E.w o has spinoffs for the city too. It-will:

" Red-lining has become the norm ° income blacks living in Johannes- - . Technical service organisations and . = “The third prong is to involve the . assist in the revitalising of the inner
rather than the exception in this burg’s inner city was that they wan-" " professional consultants have there- - ;community in mutual aid and self- ° city and thereby avoids the Bronx
market segment. o . ted decent and affordable housing* - fore invested a great deal in training -*help schemes, particularly as re- syndrome of inner city decay. *- »
~  Second, the actual delivery of .. that provided them with security of . -and education. et TR "+ gards upgrading and maintenanceof The city wiil be used more effi-

housing stock has come to a stand--- tenure. - R %7 Preliminary estimates are that as  housing stock.” - 1 - .-ciently because residential accom-:
still for lower income people as re-  The first issue that required ad- | much as 20% of project costs have To achieve this, the development ‘modation means people will use the
sult of government opting out of dressing was unlocking working and ~ gone into developing personnel and plan will involve residents in its. _city over longer periods of time dur-’
housing provision and the perceived = end-user finance. This was addressed organisational capacity within the management and work. -~ . "ing the day and night. It stabilises the
_Em_%mmw.um nature of the market to. in two ways: by securing guarantees, community to ensure good organisa-- : Essential to this approach is that . .COIMU in the inner city.

. E.ﬂm.mzﬁ developers. ' . which address the credit risk issue, ' tion and efficient management. * - --the local authority, project manag- . F inally, it delivers housing cheap-
- ere has been no major residen- - and by providing institutional, tech- - - In terms of mmoﬁmzmﬁ, a four- “ers and technical service groups -1y and may revitalise the residential
- tial property development in Johan- - nical and educational backup, which - pronged approach has been under- . have an orientation towards com- market in the inner city. o

ummaﬁm for more than two decades.- * addresses the issue of business risk _.taken. - > CoToEe o - 7 munity involvement in the delivery. - These conditions provide the po-
Third, access to affordable and de- .- management. o " The first 'is to devise financial = of housing stock by providing finan- '-tential for stabilising and expanding

. cent accommodation is very difficult - Loan guarantees were committed ~’ models that use a variety of mecha- - * ‘cial and technical expertise, training - the city’s rates base. ]
for most blacks, even those with jobs, - by the Inner Q_..ww Housing um_.m&__mm _'nisms to make money cheaper andto - - and mﬁﬁﬂ services. The spinoff is ~ [1Narsoo is co-ordinator of the in-
as property and construction costs Trust, a subsidiary of the Centr graduate repayments from low to - thats will be improved and jobs = ner city unit of Co-operative Plan-

have increased over the years. Johannesburg Partnership, involv- high. These models are being tested created. - ning and Education.
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Eviction done
as a last resort,

says bank@¥

343

Sowyen 9392 -

B Claims of legal action agamst clients in Teml:nsa'

By Joe Mdhlela

THE NBS Bank only takes legal action
against borrowers as a last resort.

This could be averted if bondholders
negotiated an alternative arrangement
of repayment, spokesman for the bank
Mr Gerry Gericke said.

He was responding to claims made by
the Tembisa Residents Association
(TRA) that the bank had taken legal
action against its clients in Tembisa.

The TRA claimed they had “pleaded
with the NBS to reconsider their evic-
tion policies in favour of entering into
lease agreements with the disadvan-
taged bondholders.”

TRA president Mr Ali Tleane said
such an agreement would ensure a
steady flow of income to the bank while
giving occupants a chance to recover
financially.

Tleane said they were left with no

option but to embark on an “isolation
campaign aimed al the Kempton Park
branch of the NBS™.

The bank has confirmed that they had
been in negotiations with TRA for at
least six months in an effort to find an
amicable solution to problems.

Gericke said it was the policy of the
bank to exhaust all avenues before tak-
Ing action against defaulters.

“Eviction is the last resort after the
bank has exbausted all avenues,” he
said. He said the problem with some of
the clients was that they failed to discuss
their financial problems with the bank |
until it was too late. '

Insuch circumstances the bank would
be forced to take action.

Eviction was the last thing the bank
wanted to do.

The bank was in favour of “normal
lending” but this would be impossible if
bondholders failed to meet their obliga-
tions, Gericke said.
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NEWS City council admits to neglect ® Death of six puplls H.mom.:ma H.mw«m.m a deep pain

HERE IS AN URGENT NEED (0O save
central Johanneshurg from the
overcrowding which is threat-
ening toruin the once glittering
Golden City.

The Johannesburg City Council has
admitted that it was negligent in its treat-
ment of the housing issue which has today
left about 200 000 families in need of
homes.

Acstop spokesman Mr Cas Coovadia
said;

“There has been no addition to the
housing component in the inner city area
for at least 20 years and this has led to
overcrowding, with the resultant socio-
economic problems.”

Coovadia said the ever increasing de-
mand {oraccommodation onthe one hand,
with a static supply on the other, has
created conditions for unscrupulous land-
lords to exploit people.

“These landlords charge exploitative
rentals while putting nothing back into the
maintenance of the buildings.

“This has resulted in the running down
of the buildings and has exacerbated the
overcrowding problem because families
club together in order to afford the high
rentals,” Coovadia said.

He charged the council to play a more
“pro-active role in the upgrading and the
facilitation of low-income housing provi-
sion”,

Acstop, together with the city council

_——

Overcrowding threatens Golden City:

andthe private sector, formed the Cen-
trai Johannesburg Partnership to help
tenants buy the flats they are renting.

Official estimates from the council
are that about 200 000 families within
the Central Witwatersrand area are in
need of homes.

A statement released by the council
sald a minimum of 25000 houses
needed to be built each year — 10 000
to absorb the backlog over the next 20
years and 15000 to cater for new
households. ’

“Unless there is an immediate re-
sponse to the housing shortage, contin-

‘ued population growth will lead to

encontrolied squatting and environ-
mental degradation,” the statement
said.

Inan effort to meet the critical hous-
ing need in and around the city, the
council last month approved new
mEam_Emm for involvement in the pro-
vision of housing.

Mrs Marietta Marx, chairman of the
Health, Housing and Urbanisation
Committee, said the policy guidelines
were based on an analysis of the roles
played by the State, the council, the
private sector and communities in the
provision of housing.

“What we now need is to E_cE a
more focused approach as far as in-
formal housing is concemed. And
with regard to the formal low-cost
housing, the major problem is the
lack of finance for this type of devel-
opment,” Marx said.

The council was looking at provid-
ing informal and formal low-cost
housing, she said,

The former included shacks and
scattered infonmal settlements and
site and service schemes.

The latter was formally built but
very basic housing designed to be
affordable for low-income families.

In its policy, the council has drawn
up a detailed framework for future
Initiatives in the following areas:

® Identification and release of land
for low-income housing;

® The level of service standards
that should apply;

@ Overall co-ordination of the
process;

® Mechanisms to arbitrate if the
useof land should become an issue of
conilict;.

@ The upgrading of informal set-
tlements over a period of time; and

@ Finance.

S’Mangele Khuzwayo in the flat her parents are renting in Millers
Mansion.
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By Musa Zondi

THE central government will have io
allocate alot of money toiry and brnng
equality in rendering services in the
black townships.

So says Mr Japhta Lekgetho,
goweto’s “Mr Clean” who also heads
the National Environment Awareness
Campaign.

“[n Sowelo, SEIVICes WEre never
good. Occasionally a truck would
come around and pick up rubbish in
the black areas but, ail in ail, the
services were non-existent,” he says.

in some cases, 10 1o 15 families
(houses wilh backyard shacks) share
one rubbish bin. When the bin is full,
people remove it and dump il any-
where, and in most Cases 1t is at some
corner in front of someone else’s

house, he says.

Ry a ¢ [ 1 i ' - ¥

7).
@ Up to 15

Lekpetho, whoisalsoa spokesman
for the Soweto Civic Organisation,
says they are working ona system the
Johannesburg City Council will have
1o follow when they take over servic-
ing the township.

This proposed system COVETS any-
thing from streel cleaning 1o waslc
remaval “to bring Sowelto to the level
of Johannesburg”, he says.

Boycott supported

Though people should pay {or serv-
ices if and when they are provided,
Neac and SCA support the rent boy-
coll because at the moment there 15 no
service. “With good service, people
would be willing to pay,” he says.

He says Neac tried launching clean-
up operations but this became frus-

v .5 ¢ S R

families share a rubbish bin i

weto:

trating inthc fias there were no
proper follow-ups. But, he says, “it1s
possible to make this sustainable by
starting environmental co-operatives.
These would work on the principle of
helping our own people. We would
contribute to a fund and hire people
who will be responsible for this.
Hopefully, we would break the cul-
ture of boycotl.”

He also criticised the council for
huilding houses in the spaces betwcen
other houses. “We are creating a so-
phisticated slum. In any built up area,
at least seven percent of the land must
be empty,” he Says.

It is difficult to deal with people
who are dumping anywhere since
there are no by-laws in the townships
that make dumping an offence.

|
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PEOPLE'S LIVES Hostel inmates rejoice after Eskom electrifies thetr homes

B PEACEFUL NIGHTS

Electricity means much

better living standar

(33)

By Isaac Maledi

rs Gladys Kckane (54) ol
Meadowlands Hostel in
Soweto lived in darkness
for seven years.

The possibility of hav-
ing eleclricity in her two-
bedroomed bungalow seemed remote, consider-
ing the fact thal hoste! inmatcs have been at
loggerheads with people in the surrnunding
townships.

As far as she is concerned, Eskom's clectrifi-
cation programnic for the hostc] brdught an end
to the darkness that once distressed hostel in-
mates.

Kckane's bungalow was among 600 units that
were electrified last Tuesday. She said she lived
in darkness for seven ycars and the prospect of
having clectricily in her own hungalow haunted
her.

The elated mother of eight childten said elec-
tricity came as a surprise to the residents.

“I can'l believe it. There is nothing that will
work praperly without electricity. Today I will
start my planning properly. 1 hope the days of
relying on wood, paraltin, coal and candles for
light arc over,” she said.

Refore that fateful day when electricity was
erminated in 1986 by the Diepmeadow council,
Kekane had a refrigeralor but had lo give il away
hecause she could not vse it.

But tiere are other clectric appliances, such as
an electric keltle, iron. and toaster, which she
intends collecting (rom her cousin iR
Meadowlands.

She belicves the electriflication of the area will
alsn minimisc the dangers at night within the
hoslel.

“Electricity has brought hope (o us in the
hostel. Tt is safer and more convenient than
firewond and paaffin.”

She said of the old dark years: “We lived
(errible lives withoul itin the past. One contld not
buy enough meat to Iast for a week, Even the
danger of accidental fires was high.”

First phase

Eskom electrical and mechanical enpincer Mr
Nave Warren said about 3 SO0 units at the hosiel
would have electricily before the end of May,
compleling the first phase of Eskom’s “master
plan™.

Aboul RG million, donated by the
Witwaltersrand Regional Services Council, has
heen spent on the project.

The master plan to upgrade other services
such sewerage, the waler supply. improvement
ol roads and exicnsion of huildings to include
toilets and bathrooms, delighled her.

“The whole plan is in our favour considening
how we live here. At the moment I have only two
bedrooms [or eight prownup children. ) think if
Eskom's plans go accordingly, our pruhlems
here will be allevialed,” said Kekane, the secre-
tary of the Transvaal Hostel Residents’ Associa-
tioa,

Bul the plans for the upgrading are not a pipe
dreamn as The Transvaal Provincial Administra-
lion has said it might provide finance for the
upgrading. The Diecpmeadow counicil electrical
engineer, Mr Albert Mikosi, said TPA had {unds
which were redy [or the infrastructure.

Through lack of maintanance the scwerage
systern has brokendown, resulling in anunpleas-
ant siench engulfing the area. The seven-year
ennination of electricity has also slowly re-
verted the whole complex to Third World status.

Kekane said thanks should be given to the
chainman of the Transvaal Hostel Residents’
Association, Mr Wesley 1Yamini, and his vice-
chairman, Mt Dumisani Ngema, who negotiated
with Eskom that electricily be installed and an
infrastructure created.

Ngema said his assuctation was hopelul that
the upgrading would slarl as soon as possible.
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PEOPLE’S LIVES Looking at the conundrum of what happens when people try to ring the changes

LIKE other black townships, Soweto was not structured to
be self-sufficient. To this day the mega-city, believed tobe
one of the biggest in Africa, depends on crumbs falling off
the boardroom tables of Johannesburg.

Though shopping complexes are springing up in the
township every second month, it is rare to see an ATM
machine or banking outlet in these malls.

Some sectors of while business, who feel they have the
guts to operate in Soweto, want to come in on their own
terms, much to the disgust of the township business people.

Also, irrespective of the service they offer, township
businesses watch helplessty every weekend as thousands
of prospective customers cram into taxis, buses and trains
to shop at the up-market shopping malls at Southgate,
Highgate or even Sandton City.

The buying power of Soweto residents runs info mil-
lions of rands, if not billions.
But the executive director of the Greater Soweto Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industries (GSCCI), Max Legodi,

thinks all is not lost.

If the infrastructure can be improved and projects aimed
at nurturing the already vibrant entrepreneurial spirit are
embarked upon, South Africa’s largest township could be
set on the road to viability.

But the amounts involved are frightening.

Recently, says Legodi, the Johannesburg City Council
estimated that over R600 million would be required just to
upgrade the basic services such as water, electricity and a
properly functioning sanitation system.
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ENVIRONMENT Linda Twala and Alexandra vesidents battle the dirt and squalor

By Musa Zondi
Environmental Reporter

HERE ar¢ lwo dominant

colours in Alexandra —-

very dark brown roofs that

give the township the look

of an abandongd mine

campound, and the brown
of the earth,

Then there are other shades. Green,
black and transparent. But in the end ali
these colours merge and end up like
carth, Wherever you go, wherever you
are, you sec dust.

With Lhe exception of a few spols,
green is the rarest colour — unless you
count the green refuse bags thal are
supplied 10 vesidents.

This vile colour combinationexplains
the very nature and character of one of
the Reef's oldest townships. It goes to
the very hcart of this sprawling shom.

One house has up Lo five doors for as
many scparate familics. Behind one
house, there may be up to 15 families.
There are goats, horses and pigs as well.,
Thete is everyihing.

There is crime. There is

Now hope prevauls:

equate supply of refuse bags.

To make things worse, he says,
shackdwellers take the bags and dump
their rubbish anywhere. They use the
bags to patch up their shacks against the
rain.

Nevertheless, the special project is
having positive results. Tswala points

- out that there is noticeably less crime

since the clean-up operation. And pco-
ple have begun W plant trees in their
yards and neighbourhoods.

Besides, the litter defacing the town-
ship is not only from Alcxandra.

“Some of the contractors working tn
the white suburbs dump their garbage
here in the middle of the night. You can
see this clearly, the rubbish from the
suburbs diflers from ours,” he says.

The wile colour combination still
haunis the township hut there is an effort
by the residents to make it brighter and
more acceptable. Sec page 14

political violence. There
are thups and decent peo-
ple. Alexandea is a whole
world on ils own.

But in this township
known for its pilched bal-
tles —like the Six Day War
and other skinnishes —-1he
emphasis isnow oncleanti-
ness.

The spirit that prevails is
hope. Hope that things will
change. hope that the peo-
ple will stand up and do
something about the filth
thal pervades everything.

Now, 1o associate the
waord clean with Alexandra
is perhaps as langhable as
saying the Pope is u Proles-
tant. Alexandra has never
been clean. With almosl
half a million people
crammed inlo a liny area,
trying 1o keep i* clean i3
almost impossible.

Bul it is happening.

Last year the crisis com-
mittee in the lownship

launched a clean-up cam-
paign that was partly
[unded by Minister ol
HealthDrRina Venteralier
her visit there.

One of the driving lorces
behind the operation is
Linda Twala, the 1991 re-
cipient of the Sowetan
Community Builder of Lhe
Year award. After the
clean-up operation, here
was a visible dilference.

But the contraclars who
pick up the wasle are com-
plaining that they are not
given enough moncy.

“At the moment we are
piven hall of what we are
supposed to be getling,”
says Twala, who is one of
the contractors. He also
complains about the inad-
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A goat rummages through & pite of rubbish In Alex. But now resldents say they are going atl out to clean up
the township.
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dents of the Vaal Triangle
township of Palm Springs [
has deepened, with resi-
dents vowing to continue
with their bond boycott un-
less the g their
demands. ﬂ = )
Palm Sp¥ihgs CIVic¢. .
ciation chairman Mpho Mo-
lefe said yesterday the boy-
cott, which was supported
by 95% of the residents, be-
gan last August after it had
become clear that the'trust
was unable to fulfill prom-
ises it made to residents
that schools and health cen-
ires would be by tﬁ
e tete &d/ '
Molefe us
discussions had been held
with -the trust. But these
had yielded no resulls, he
said. %%t TR - Eelee

residents’ demands for the
«ra-gvaluation of houses”.
Molefe said there was a
feelinig arnong residents
that the houses were of an
inferior quality and were
not worth what they were
charged’ for them by the
grust. B b Talet T
He added that mush-[’
rooming squatter settle-
ments in the vicinity of the
arez also depreciated the
jes, & A
It is estimated that there
are 3850 houses in Palm
Springs. All the houses are
part of ‘the . SA Housing
Tyust’s 1ow-cost - housing
project. | |
The SA Housing Trust
gaid it would’be premature
to comment on the matter
at this stage as “gensitive”
discussions were taking
place betweel it and the

civie organisation.




AN AMBITIOUS project is under way
to convert 62km? of Soweto ghetto into
a modern, s€ f-sufficient city. . ©
The plan involved provision of infra-
structure for a CBD, an industrial park, a
civic centre, schools, clinics and upmarket
housing, city engineer Mavela Dlamini
said last week: } s apere o dew ot
; The project was being carried out jointly
by the Soweto administration and the Cen-
tral Witwatersrand Metropolitan Cham- ’
ber. Funding would be provided by the

-+ 3

wo
Central Witwatersrand RSC and the TPA.

" Dlamini said the development was ur-
- gent. The initial construction phase had to
be completed within two years as “the
pressure of the new SA is upon us”.

. Thete would be input from the town-
ship’s building industry, the Greater So-
weto Chamber of Commerce and the local
civie organisation. - - oo

Dlamaini refused to say what the esti-
mated cost of the development would be.
hoped the establishment of a
sound urban
substantial private investment
envisaged new ‘eity”. . o

.Once 'proper city planning had been
completed and roads, drainage, electricity
and other services installed, developers
wonid move in.” - Y e

to build the

; ﬁ::@ﬁ"u:bg_gﬂ_ L » . =
b ment with guidelines for 2 striicture
‘plan for spatial developmen », This.took a-
holistic view of the complex, unlike earlier
“patchwork” attempts that had failed to
attract investors, Dlamini said.

Previous plans for Soweto had failed ,

%ﬁt,oﬂm,qgicipan& hadgrawnupa

', because investors werec deterred by the

unstable political’
. lepce. “But with changes coming in SA,
will return and investors will be
this area,” he said.
guidelines for
.« ; aside 80ha for business,
in Jabulani
. shopping centres will be located to attract

- normality
attracted to
The
sionally set

local shoppers

as well as those
bouring Lenasia and

“The development
. ., come & major sSource
-council and the people

environment and vio-

a structure plan set
with a CBD provi-
township. Satellite

from neigh-

of the CB
of concern to the |
of Soweto. A CBD

arca is often characterised by a well-

patronised trading

retail, wholesale,

tional trade,” the docurent reads.
thus has to

“Such an area

area with commercial, .
industrial and interna-

be served by a

well co-ordinated communication infra-
~ structure including, but not limited to,

transportation (air,
“The high population densities in Soweto
that more land be provided
for facilities such as creches, clinics, libra- |
ries and communty halls,” it adds.
"+ The Metropolitan Chamber,
would look at Soweto 1n a
witwatersrand context, would work with
the council and other parties
structural plan. SV,

have required

-

incorporated into

Diamini said currefit Bevéiﬁtﬁiﬁé’ﬂf of the
‘Bowl wou

rail, road etc).

which
broad, central

to develop the
R REE Sl Sl d

e

d be a ¢ommercial

the project.




By Mckeed Kotlolo ~
Pretoria Bureau

More than 200 farms in
two known right-wing
areas near Pretoria are
to be developed into. an

Urbamsat??n b

30 said the two commun-
... lties were faced with

lq.lq

huge urbanisation pres-

.. sure and had agreed to

make the land available.

'1he first time a commu-

reakthrough

Kruisfontein _r:mmuni-

urban area accommodat-- *nity in the Transvaal has
ing 370 000 people ef all .. Bhown such a positive at-
races, i i i o ,h"titude OWATrd

The Transvaal Provim ~tion.”

cial Administration an-,
- nounced yesterda

Klipfontein and Kruis-

fontein, near Soshanguve

township, ‘north of Pre-

toria, would provide

85 000 residential sites.
Addressing a media
conference, MEC for

physical planning and

development John Mavu-

that |

estimated 3575 hectares

. of land south of and ad-

joining Soshanguve was

. made possible by the re-

lease of a marketing do-

. cument drawn up as a
. joint effort by the TPA

| 'teﬁort%'

o The availehﬂi

‘and the Klipfontein and

~* The nt pro-
. jectis to create
-job opportunities for
many people in the area.
Provision has been made
for 130 primary and 46
~ secondary schools, as
well as for primary
health centres, commu-

ity centres, churches

nd a central business |

JOJET e

i’* .Among the people whe
played a major role in
the negotiations for the
urbanisation of the two
communities is former
Conservative Party MP
Koos Betha. s

;
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400 000 hous

PRETORIA — The demand
for black housing in all
metropolitan areas was
huge, but greatest in the
PWV area with a backlog uf
site and service 51t
mure than 400 000. L\.
governmen

natmnal huusing urban de-
velopment director Fran-
cois J acobs said yesterday
the current backlog esti-
mated by the provincial
administration ! was
1097 678 sites, ~

The emphasis was on the
provision of subsidised ru-
dimentary serviced sites
because of the state’s in-
4 ability to meet the financial
challenge of the backlog.

GERALD RE LLY

double the amount spent in
the 1992/93 financial year.

There was a clear need
for closer co-ordination in
the efforts of autonomous
bodies such as the IDT, the
SA Housing Trust, utﬂity
companies, RSCs,.non-gov-
ernmental organisations
and local authorities.

:I'. 1;. P
L ]

f

Jacobs said the amnunt K

available for housing devel-
opment this financial year
was R1,6bn — more than

i

r
ke el — e

log was estimated at 1,4-
million units and the esti-

mated growth of new|

households in need of hous-
ing at 198 000 a year. Funds
were being used mainly for
serviced sites. :
Provincial and local au-
thorities were negotiating
for more land for site and

service developments.

TR



By Anna Cox

In preparation for the post-
apartheid era, the Sandton
Town Council, for the first time
in its history, set aside R3 mil-
lion to help underdeveloped -
neighbouring areas with their
infrastructure. |
Announcing the R321 million
budget last night, management
comnmittee chairman Pefer-
Gardiner said Sandton needed. -
to take the lead ir restoring

¢ . trust between communities
- geriously handicapped by social

and economic injustice. He said
wo_Enm_ settlements could only
e successful if they were un-

‘derpinned by sustainable eco-

nomic expansion.

The 1993-94 budget brings a.

rates increase of 13 percent to
owners of 1000sqm stands,
14 percent on 2000sqm stands

and 18 percenf.on 4000sqm

properties. - *
~ The three-year revalvation of
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“tween July 1992 an

total rates base by 52
R7 billion. Business site values

increased by 47 percent and
their contribution to the rates

base is now 24 percent.

-~ Private-sector investment, -

according to Gardiner, is on the
increase with 3 00¢ building
plans with a value of
R597,7 million mﬂﬁnuqmn be-

“Rapldly escilating’ property *
alues are in ﬁuﬂ..ﬂﬁ Sandton’s

rcent to

May 1993. .

or

growing centres in the
lic,” said Gardiner.
Among the major expenses
are ‘R22,3 million for parks, li:
braries and the art gallery,
R24,6 million for health ser-
vices, R146,5 million for engi-

E ' neering services and R30,6 mil-

lion for ambulance, fire protec-
tion road safety, traffic control
and the crisis control centre.

" An amount of R20,3 million:’

had been budgeted for develop="

ing the new civic centre.
Although the town’s operating |
budget had increased by
21,9 percent, said Gardiner, the .
two main factors influencing
this were the delayed payments
for ambulance and fire services
.+ to Alexandra by the Transvaal
Provincial Administration and |
the Regional Services Council,
and the overreading of Sand-
ton's water consumption by the
Rand Water Board dug to a

faulty meter.”
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B 300 SWINDLED PeOple pay depos¢s on

-3

properties that they will never have: ‘ @

1
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By Joe Mdhlela
' Consumer Reporter

OLICE are searching for Yrp
developer who allegedly dlsappeared
with about R1 million in deposits

collected from prospective home-
owners on the Reef. Mr Cyril Mishali,

collected money from more than 300 clients for
houses he never built. '

A police spukesman said yesterday Mitshali
was being sought in connection with theft and

rands”. “We are investigating the man on vari-
ous charges of theft and fraud. We are working
on hints and are hoping to make progress,” he
said. Police have also appealed to people who
had paid money to Mtshali to report to John
Vorster Square. Mtshaii’s operations allegeclly
involved placing cxpensive advertisements in
several publications, telling home seekers his
company could build them homes.

managing director of Mepco Housing, allegedly

fraud amounting to “probably millions of
" post-dated cheque which the bank refused to

One nf his victims, Mr Conrad Tlowana of
- Soweto, said yesterday they would co-operate
with the police to track down Mishali.

“We have no sympathy for Mtshali. We will
do everything in our power to help pohce lmck
him down,” Tlowana said. -

Sowetan has carried several re:puns on penple
who have complained that they have been swi
dled by Mishali. Some of hus ° ‘clients” haxle
alleged they paid deposits ranging betwet-P
R3 000 and R10 000. -

Miss Thandi Maseko said she paid Mtshqli
R3 500 in 1991 as part of a deposit towards:a
house that was never built,. . '

“When 1 insisted on a refund 1 was gwen a

honour because of lack of funds,” she said.
Director of Lawyers for Human Rights’ hous-
ing unit, Mr Brian Leveson, has warmed blacks
io be vigilant when dealing with property devel-
opers. He said clients should not pay deposits
directly to the developers but rather have them
placedina trust fund, asure way of ensuring that
they would not be swindled out of their money.
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NEWS FEATURE VVerwoerdian dictates reversed as Murray and Roberts start workers’ village

Let us go to Graceland
S® 2

By Joe Mdhlela

GV DOES IT FEEL Lo Wake
up early in the mom-
ing and know you are
within whispening dis-
tance from your
workplace?

Surely, it must feel good.

That is how werkers employed in
Wadeville industrial areas will soon [eel
inwhat willreverse the old Verwocrdian
diclates that forced workers, especially
underpaid black workers, must live far
fronm their workplaces.

Theee cheers to Bemhardt, Dunstan
and Associales for canceiving the idea,
and 1o Murray and Roberts Engineering
for making it concrete,

Unique project

But what makes the project unique by
South African standards is that there was
consultation right acrbss the spectum.
The old patemalistic approach hitherto
adopted by thase who own capital gave
way 10 more consultation.

The workers, or “the peo-
ple” if you Ilike, have been
thoroughty consulted. And what do you
Rnow, they gave their approval, making
the concept of a “work-
ers’ village" theirs,

To be called Graceland, this model
workers' village, 10 be situaled in
Wadeville, near Germiston, will give
employces an upportunity (o live close
1o their workplaces.

Ml WORKERS’ VILLAGE

ouses of hope:

“In fact. employces will need to either
walk or cycle to be on Ume to start
work,” chicfexecufive ollicer of Murray
and Roherts Mr [an Colepepe said at the
sod-tuming of the village three wecks
ago.

First formal house

Listent1o Mr Albert Hane, who has never
known what il means (o stay in a formal
house, has to say about the new scheme.

“1t has my Dblessing. My
wife, my children and 1 will now not
only be able to own a home we will call
ours but will be within walking dislance
of our places of employment,”

Hane, who lives at Mandela squatter
campin Katlehong, works in Wadevillc.
For many ycars he has been forced to
travel to work either by train or taxi.

Like many other black South Afr-
cans who live on the Reef, Hane knows
very well how dangerous it has become
to travel by train. Much as he would like
to use trains becaose of the their
aflordability, he would rather forgo that
for taxis.

*That is a choice one hos to make, But
with the introduction of the new com-
plex in Wadeville, God has answered
our prayers. I am looking forward to the
day this project is compleled,” he said.

Director for BDA Jo Dunstan said the
success of Lthe project has been under-

pinned by working in partnership with
trade unions, workers, black builders,
local authorities and financial institu-
lions.

“To make the project work and keep

on working you need to keep all parties

salishied,” Dunstan said.

She said it was important top create a
suburb, and not a fownship.

“The point that must be made clear is
that this will not be a corporate-owned
housing scheme where employees rent
their houses. The concept will be that the
land, owned presently by Murray and
Roberts Engineering, will be passed to
the village once all the units have been
purchased by owners,” she said.

Planned suburh

She added that the viltage would not be
"some soulless housing estate™ but a
planned suburb with facilities that would
add value to the village life.

Accommupdation would vary from
bedsitters, suitable for singles, to three-
bedroomed homes for larger families.
TJhere would alsobe walk-up apartments
with a small private yard space.

The village will also have double-
storcy houses, where familics will have
small pnvate gardens, The village will
have trees to make it mare attractive.

Watch TSS roday al 9pm for more
details about this scheme.
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Final move ... the new workers' viilage will bring stability and some
form of security for people who have never lived In a proper housae,
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Hope and rellef .., these squatters will soon know comfart as 2 new village is befng bullt to house workers nearer thelr places of employment.

The D G Murray Trust

Independent Development Trust

Kagiso Trust Eskom Facet Film & Television

This space was made possible by the support of the Positive Development News Initiative, which seeks to document
evolving in South Africa where people from all walks of life — Business, Labour, Grassroots, Democratic Structures,
themselves —are coming together in focused alliances, to play a powerful role in reconstruction and reconciliation
the foundation of a peaceful and prosperous inclusive society in this wonderful land of ours,

Core founders of this initiative are:

The Anglo American and De Beers

Chairman's Fund

Murray & Roberts
Nedcor Chairman Fund

a unique development model that is
Development Agencies and Communities
to build a common future that will provide
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NEWS FEATURE 1iolence and I powerplay prevent R24 million development at Phola Park

Upgrading of
“camps goes on

Limsd @hraiA | Lf-‘*'ﬂ =i
What s being done about the poor conditions wn the
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FLEEING VIOLENCE ... Raaldents of Dikole Sectlon, which Is near the Kweaslne Hostel

Of the Indgpgndent Dgz;gkypmmt Trust, rggponds: - " inTokoza, flee the area. Mr Willlo Msibi took his possessions and sought accommoda

tion at the Twelve Apostles Church. PIC: MBUZENI ZULU
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n a leading article on May 25 dealing with the
intensity of the violence experienced on the East
Rand Sowelan newspaper lamented of what it
called “the slow delivery from development or-
ganisations like the Independent Development
Trust”. . :

It wrote: “It was hoped the IDT would trn the situation
around in some townships which would then become
models in the reconstruction period™.

The Sowetan added: “We are suge.there is an adequate )
explanation”. m:)

II’*w.r.--::nulvﬂl like to take this opportonity to respond mﬁ
was, in effect, acry from the heart of the newspaper which
sulfers every lime ifs readers suffer.

Let me start with one shocking fact. For nearly two
years, R24 million of IDT money has becn waiting to get
into the ground in the heart of East Rand violence — Phola
Park.

Violence and on-going power-play among community
organisations have prevented even one cent being spent.

If the money had been allowed to go to work, Phola Park
would have been— nola model township by any means —
bul a very different place from the turbulent squatter camp f
it remains today.

That money would have brought in ownership of 2 (30
serviced sites, all of them equipped with clean, running
water and flush toilets, plus stormwater drainage and tarred
bus roules.

Pride of ownership would have led to shack upgrade,
fences, lawns and vegetable gardens.

How does the IDT knows this? Because it has happened
at 70 or 80 other subsidised projects around the country,
sotme of them right smack on lhe Bast Rand. »

Right now, 2 650 scrviced sites at Moleleki, near
Katlchong, have been handed over lo their new owners
who are living there in the houses they have inventively .
built,

Two projects involving 1 740 siles are well under way
at KwaThema, one al Wattville, onc at Tamboville, lwo at
Tsakane, one at Yosloorus, another at Tembisa, onc at
Emaphupheni, onc at Etwatwa,

Remarkable

Remarkably, the first phase of a project involving 1 685
sites at Tshepiso—~between Boipalong and Sharpeville- 18
complete and the second phase is about to gel underway.

Further aficld, the names of successful projects ripple
off the tongue: Botleng, Oukasie, Thabong, Mbluzi,
Mbalenhle, Ikageng...

“It has been shown,” says Jan Steyn, chairman of the
IDT, “thatit’s much more dilficult for violence totake hotd
where development has played a role in bringing people
together.” ;

in Phola Park, development has been poised to doso— | ! , 1, :
the last occasion being on Sunday Iwo weeks ago — |, .
violence inlervenes.

And R24 million stagnatcs.

R2 000 milllon

Yel, we at the IDT, hear the Sowetan’scry. We would love
to be doing more. Our money -— R800 million, from the

founding grant of R2 000 million, allocated for housing, & ] ’

——
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education, health and job erealion — is sufficient te mecet
only-10 percent; maybe less, of the need. '

Indevelopment lermsdelivery of our funds —unlike the
Sowetan's sad perceplion — has not been slow. \

In all 72 projects out of 104 approved in principlc less
than two years ago are being implemented and 16 are
complete. '

Over 40 000 subsidies totalling R303 millior have been
paid out. A Further 60 000 costing R500 million will
fotlow over the next 12 months. :

Vas! experience and hard lessons have been acquired in
the process.

And yct when we think ol the task confronting us all, we

echo the words of Cecil John Rhodes on his death bed: “So .
much (o do, so little done.” : .
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