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EMERGENCY DETAINEE
No child’s pla

Launching its “Free Children\Cas
last Friday, the Black Sash stated: “That
children can be detained and held in prison
— like adults — under severe conditions
without any special protection, is cause for
deep shame and a blot on a country and a
people who profess to be civilised.”

The campaign is aimed at urging the au-
thorities to heed the Child Care Act by
releasing all detained children, who range in
age from 12 to 18.

The civil rights organisation estimates
that 8 000 children have been held since the
present emergency began on June 12. This is
significantly more than the 2 016 detained in
fast year’s emergency. In 1982, eight child-
ren were held under the Internal Security
Act, and nine were held in 1984, Statistics
have been drawn from reports compiled
mainly by the Detainees Parents’ Support
Committee (DPSC) and the Progressive
Federal Party’s Unrest Monitoring Group.

In terms of the Child Care Act, a child is
anyone under the age of 18. The Act calls for
places of safety for convicted children, and
specifies that convicted children in prison
should not come into contact with adult
prisoners. However, there is no such provi-
sion for children in emergency detention who
are not covered by the Act.

Ethel Walt, Transvaal president of the
Black Sash, explains that organisations sup-
porting the campaign include the Union of
Jewish Women, Women for Peace, the
DPSC, United Democratic Front, Child
Welfare, Lawyers’ for Human Rights, Con-
cerned Social Workers and the Committee of
Concern for Children.

Christmas is the target date by which the

The FM has been edited to comply
with the emergency regulations. In-
formation may therefore be distorted,
incomplete and misleading,

Black Sash hopes to have all children in
emergency detention released. “If we don't
succeed by then, we won't stop trying. Child-
ren belong at home, not in jail,” says Walt.

Rehabilitation

Adds former Black Sash president Joyce
Harris: “Some of these children in detention
may well be guiity of vandalism or stoning or
burning or worse. Sadly, such acts occur.

However, their guilt, if any, must be proven |

and not assumed. They must be charged in a
court of law, and under the protection all
civilised communities provide for their child-
ren. If they are found guilty, they must be
placed in institutions which cater specifically
for the needs of children. From there, they
can emerge rehabilitated and hopefulily into
a reformed society which will no longer bru-
talise them. They must be rehabilitated and
should not be in jail.”

The National Medical and Dental Associ-
ation (Mamda), an alternative professional
organisation to the Medical Association of
SA, views detention as psychologically
harmful to children as they are often subject-
ed to violence and abuse and are separated
from families, friends and schools. It says
that cut off from sources of support, they
have to face the rigours of imprisonment
alone; they can no longer play, exercise nor-
mally or interact socially.

“But the psychological effects vary de-
pending on the age of the child and the type
of child, his/her background and the specific
nature of the detention experience. Many
children develop disabling psychological

T

detained

Black Sash's Harris ...
children should be protected

symptoms like lack of sleep, concentration
and inability to mix with other people; some
become withdrawn, depressed and even have
suicidal thoughts,” says Namda.

Other, less obvious, effects detention can
cause, Namda adds, include loss of faith and
trust in adults, authoritiy, their friends and
associates, and distortion and deformation of
personality development.
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release all’ detainees :. .

Dispatch Reporter
GRAHAMSTOWN — The
East Cape regional con-
ference of the Black
Sash has called for the
lifting of the state of
emergency and the un-
conditional release of
all detainees and politi-
cal prisoners.

A resolution passed at
'the conference here
stated that many of the
small number of detai-
nees released, including

members of the Black
Sash, had been served
with restriction orders.

The resolution said
these restrictions
“strike yet another blow
at our fundamental
rights of freedom of as-
sociation... and that
over the years the state
has eroded alarmingly
the rights of organisa-
tions to operate in their

‘ppposition to govern-

ment policy”.

The conference, at-
tended by the national
president of the Black
Sash, Mrs Mary Burton,
drew delegates from
Port Elizabeth, East
London and several
other towns in the area,

Delegates viewed with
concern the fact that
five months had passed
since the promulgation
of the state of emer-
gency and that thou-
sands of people re-
mained in detention.
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people care

REHANA ROSSOUW

Staff Repotter

FOR hundreds of homeless,
jobless people who stream
through their offices daily, the
Black Sash is a reminder that
there are white people who
care about the injustices in
South African society.

Formed in 1955 to protest

against the removal. of col-
oured people from the corhmon
voters’ roil, the Black Sash is
best known for its advice of-
fices which help black people
who are experiencing difficulty
with discriminatory laws. -
. The first advice office start-
ed in Cape Town in 1958 and of-
fices now operate in Johannes-
burg, Durban, Maritzburg, Port
Elizabeth and Grahamstown.

Successes

Athough most advice office
work is unseen and unsung it

has, on occasion, had some sig-'

nificant successes.

One was the case of Mehlolo
Tom Rikhoto, brought to the
Supreme Court by the Black
Sash, which affirmed the right
of about 60 000 annual contract
workers to permanent urban
residence.

Early every morning, the
front stoep of the Mowbray ad-
vice office is lined with people
waiting for assistance with
their problems. ‘

“We see about 300 people a
month, some days we can hard-
ly keep up with the load, and
others we sit around twiddling
our thumbs,” says Sue Joynt,
organiser of the advice office.

Team effort

There are five full-time
workers employed by the of-
fice, and three volunteers, en-

gaged for their community ex-'

perience and language skills,
help out.

“We handle each case as a
team effort. We all throw our-
selves into the fray, and a nor-
mal case would involve hours
of follow-up work,” says Mrs
Joynt, ,

“We never turn someone
away, saying we can’t do any-
thing for them. If we can’t han-
dle a case, we refer them to

other agencies who can assist
themn.” , J

“The kinds of problems ‘we
are faced with have changed
significantly. We no longer
have as many people coming to’
see us about influx control re-
lated problems, but more la-
bour related issues,” says Mrs
Joynt.

And the political work of the
Black Sash continues. Member-
ship of the organisation now
numbers 1500 throughout the
country.

Most members are white, up-
per-middle class women al-
though the organisation has
been open to women of all
races since 1963.

The Black Sash sees their
role as a political pressure
group, publicising information
to pressure for change in South
Africa.

Forms of protest include
deputations and appeals to
Cabinet Ministers, letters to
the Press, vigils and meetings.

The public image of the Sash
is fostered by their imaginative
use of “stands” — where mem-
bers line the freeways with

placards, condemning unjust

laws.

Face abuse

“Not all our members are
willing to involve themselves
in this form of protest. It takes
a lot of guts to get out there
and face abuse from people
whose ideas clash with ours,”
says Mary Burton, president of
the Black Sash.

The organisation actively
campaigns against detention
without trial and the banning
of individuals. It fights for im-
provements in black family
life, housing, pensions, unem-
ployment payments, work-
men’s compensation and the
migrant labour system.

Committees gather and pub-
licise information about each
problem to pressure for
change.

Since the declaration of the
first state of emergency in July
last year, the Black Sash has
been working with families of
detainees, monitoring and op-
posing detentions and doing
township, relief work.
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Sash calls for
fares subsidy

JOHANNESBURG —
The Transvaal Regien of
the Black Sash has
warned that failure by
the Government to
increase bus transport
subsidies to cover the
proposed fare increases
of around 17% on Satur-
day, would create a
rallying point for anger
and opposition among
black communities.

Mrs Ethel Walt,
Transvaal regional
chairman of the Black
Sash, said the Govern-
ment was morally
obliged to pay for the
subsidies as Government
policy had deliberately
distorted population dis-
tribution through legisla-
tion to enforce residen-
tial separation.

She said transport had
beer made into a poli-

QO

foreced black people,
whether resident in ur-
ban black townships or
homelands, to live in
places far distant from
employment centres.

The Black Sash, which
has conveyed its under-
standing to Putco of the
fare increase motiva-
tion, has made direct ap-
peals to Putco and the
Minister of Transport,
Mr Hendrik Schoeman,
for the Goverment to ab-
sorb the fare increase to
black commuters.

The Black Sash said
that Government control
over fransportation pre-
vented the operation of a
free market.

Mrs Walt said lack of
competition on heavily
used routes left consum-
ers with little choice of
how to travel and what
they were prepared to
pay. — Sapa
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By FRANZ KRUGER, East | n i
A CISKEI security Swoop in Alice has |§
netted leaders of the United |}
Democratic Front and relatives of ]
Ciskei President Lennox Sebe, facing |§
opposition from the rest of his family. 1§

Among those held are believed to be -
Rev MA Stofile, general secretary of i
the Border UDF. Stofile, detained and -
released earlier this year, first came to
prominence when he played a key role |}
in blocking a planned New Zealand |§
rugby tour of South Africa last year. |§

The president’s brother, Namba
Sebe, said his sister, Caroline Hebe, | §
has been detained in Alice, He said he | §
feared her husband, Chief SM Hebe, |}
who is an MP and chairman of the
ruling Ciskei National Independence |§
Party, had also been detained. :

Lawyers for Stofile confirmed he | &
was being held under Section 26 of the | §
Ciskei National Security Act, along
with a brother, a sister and other UDF
supporters from Alice,

Ciskei police had not responded to a
telexed request for confirmation of up
to eight detentions by the time of [,
going to press.

@® See pages 14-15.
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| Site C
| meeting
| not held

Staff Reporter %

"1 A MEETING at Site
Khayelitsha, called by
Mr Mali Hoza, leader of
one of the site camps,
b was postponed yester-
* | day after some of the
groups pulled out be-
cause they said the ven-
ue was not on “neutral
ground”.

The meeting, to which

all interested organiza-
tions were invited, was
| intended to address the
i | problems of social con-
| flict in Khayelitsha be-
tween conservative and
other groups. Mr Hoza is
the leader of the conser-
vative group.
"~ Bishop Patrick Mato-
lengwe, Anglican suffra-
gan bishop of Cape
Town, who was to have
chaired the meeting,
said last night that no
new date or venue had
yet been agreed on. Ne-
] gotiations were in pro-
gress.

He confirmed that the
Black Sash, Shawco and
the Quakers had pulled
.| out of the meeting. Mr
‘Hoza himself had not at-
tended, he said, but he
sent a message that he
wanted it postponed.




‘no’ t
witdoe

By ANDREW
DONALDSON

THE Black Sash hds
turneq down an offer t
attend g meeting thig
afternoon called by the
“witdoek’ leader of
Khayelitsha's Site C, Mr
ali Hoza, to settle dif-
ferences and discygs al-
egationg concerning hjs
vigilante followers,

aricus Organizations
Who have in recent
months been actively in-
volved in the problemg
of the Crossroads and
Khayelitsha communj-
ies — inclt_tding the

various eivie associa-
tions — were invited,

The meeting — the
first of itg kind cajleq by
a vigilante leader — has

een welcomeg by
various Organizations
and wag eXpected to pe
well~attended, an orga-
nizer sajq yesterday.

owever, in g letier to

I Hoza, the regional
chairwoman ofthe Black
Sash, Mrs Jenny de Tol-
Y, said: «p Meeting
called by one group ip
an area which jg seen by
conflicting Eroups as en-
emy territory does not
5eem to ug to offer ap
Obportunity for Open djs-
Cussion.”

People who had made
allegations against the
witdoek leader or his
cadres would not feel
able tg attend the meet-
ing to Voice thejr con-
Cerns or pose their ques-
tions in bPerson. Thjs
could not be done at
“second-hand”.

Mrs De Tolly Said,

owever, that Mr Hoza's
call for the meeting wag
appreciated. “we do not
wish to exclude the pos-
sibility of meeting with
‘You ang With other
people concerned.”
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PRETORIA—.The south.
-African Police‘have de-
| nied an “implication in
¢4 Black Sash memoran: |-
" dum'reledsed: this yeek .
'that . children’ in detenzi)
'tion. in terins’ ofjithel)
‘emergency . regulations”
are’ tortured;: ill-treated .
ot brutalised by security.
4 fotdés — or that such'ac-
tions are permitted..,
oo A
cvin-a statementihere,.
‘the . Police .Directorate:
for . Public ' Relations
.called on the Black Sash
‘to make its information’ il
available to. the; pol (I
so.that a proper investi- -} .
gation could be insti

pytedf,u .

<" upgiling this we-will-
surely be. justified inyas- |-
suming this is yeti/an-
other attempt to"'dis-
credit the South African
Police, an assumption: |
which is -strengthened -},
by the fact the ‘com--
plainants’ are not iden-
tified. R

o

i ' rlf?"“"‘u '
eAs, we' havejisolfre-
quently statéd,'hdjw(pvér, X
a meaningful ‘investiga-’
tion-cannot be'instituted
solely ‘on the strength.of
vague~allegations,made 1 :
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{YJOHANNESBURG. — The Black Sash has

i

warned against the effects on children of

: alleged torture by security forces.

'" A 33-page “Memorandum on the Suffer-

¥ ing of Children in South Africa” was com-

piled in April this year, when South Africa

. was not under a state of emergency, but

f only released now,
|

“The ill-treatment ladled out to children

» i8 a frightening symptom of a disease

which may have already progressed be-

yond cure,” the memorandum said.

Containing more than 30 statements and

. affidavits from children aged 12 to 18,

. adults and witnesses, the Sash document

urgently ealled for the disciplining of the

+ police force, no more detention of chil-
* dren and the abolition of apartheid.-

Lawlessness

The Sash’s conclusion stated: “When se-
curity forces are granted indemnity, when
whatever they do appears to receive the
tacit approval of their masters, and when
they themselves show so little respect for

' the law that they are prepared to abuse
their powers to the extent that they do,

* their victims cannot be expected to re-
spect the law either.

“Thus is an atmosphere of lawlessness
created which can only lead to chaos.”

The potice and army, the Sash said, ur-
gently required fundamental retraining in

s attitudes and behaviour.

¢ The Sash based the memorandum, con-
taining accountis of alleged torture, on
statements made by children, the youngest
a girl of 12.

It was not a premise of the memorandum
that all the children allegedly abused and
maltreated were innocent of any misdeeds
and there was no doubt that stones were
thrown, arson was committed and people

{ were subjected to the “necklace” treat-

ment, the Sash said.

Others were “coerced with varying de-
grees of violence to participate in boy-
cotts, work stoppages or to join the com-
rades”.

Sh protests at
‘torture’ 'of children

“Most of these deeds are perpetrated by
young people, and it is one of the tragedies
of this country that they are being brutal-
ized in this fashion, and in their turn bru-
talizing others,” the Sash said. -

It was, however, a premise that ““the kind
of treatment to which children are sub-
jected by the authorities is utterly repre-
hensible, totally unacceptable and indis-
criminately applied irrespective of any
possible guilt”.

The document said that in February
1986, the Minister of Law and Order, Mr
Louis le Grange, said in Parliament that
2016 children under 16 were detained.
None were released into the custody of
their parents.

Action taken by the South African
Police in unrest from January 1, 1985, to
February 10, 1988, resulted in the deaths
of 209 juveniles, and 703 juveniles were
injured, he said.

@ Replying to the memorandum, the SA
Police denied the “implication” that chil-
dren in detention in terms of the emergen-
¢y regulations are tortured, ill-treated or
brutalized by security forces, or that such
actions are permitted.

‘Bid to discredit SAP’

In a statement in Pretoria, the Director-
ate for Public Relations called on the
Black Sash to make its information avail-
able to police so that a proper investiga-
tion could be instituted.

“Failing this we will surely be justified
in assuming this is yet another attempt to
discredit the SA Police, an assumption
which is strengthened by the faet the ‘com-
plainants’ are not identified. .

“The SA Police have never shirked their
responsibility when transgressions by
members of the force have been brought to
our attention, in the form of complaints by
means of affidavits.

“As we have so frequently stated, how-
ever, a meaningful investigation cannot be
instituted solely on the strength of vague
allegations made to a newspaper.”

The directorate said police found it
“strange’ that the Black Sash had had
statements available since April this year,
but had made no attempt to have these
alleged atrocities investigated.

“It is easy to make vague allegations but
not so easy to do this in the form of an
affidavit, since these allegations can be
tested against other evidenc¢.”

Indemnity clause

The directorate said emergency regula-
tion detainees were frequently visited by
various officials, and that visits by legal
representatives and relatives were also in
some instances allowed provided the cor-
rect procedure was adhered to.

“Ample opportunity thus exists for de-
tainees to air their grievances or to lodge
legitimate complaints in the proper man-
ner.”

The allegation that the security forces
were free to act exactly as they wished
because of an indemnity clause was “non-
sense’,

“The indemnity, in ier:ﬁs of the emer-
gency regulations, was by no means in-
tended to legalize unlawful behaviour.”

The directorate said people were not
detained indiscriminately. ’

“Although many of those detzined are
children, they are arrested for very good
reasons "

The Black Sash itself had conceded the
reality of stone-throwing, arson and “neck-
lace” killings

“These deeds are committed, in many
instances, by children, but we definitely
do not consider this justification for any
illegal conduct by security forces and
stress that unlawful behaviour is not toler-
ated or condoned.”

A further observation by the Black Sash
was that none of these children were re-
leased into the custody of their parents.

“We wish to point out that at the time the
reasons for detention arose, the children
were in parental custody,” the directorate
said. — Sapa
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Sash dog
alleges 40

Africa”, compiled by the Black Sash in April when South Africa
.was not under a state of emergency but only released now, warns
of the effects on children of alleged torture by security forces.

. The last state of emergency was lifted in February and the
current one imposed in June.

" The Sash said an “unfortunate series of events” delayed publica-
tion. It did not elaborate.

According to the rmemo: “The ill-treatment ladled out to children
is a frightening symptom of a disease which may have already
progressed beyond cure.”

~ The document, containing more than 30 statements and affida-
vits from children aged 12 to 18, adults and witnesses, calls for the
disciplining of the police force, no more detention of children and
‘the abolition of apartheid.

+ If concludes: “When security forces are granted indemnity, when
whatever they do appears to receive the tacit approval of their

- . masters and when they themselves show so little respect for the

- law that they are prepared to abuse their powers to the extent that

ap e

- %

they dq, their victims cannot be expected to respect the law either.

Pt

U INDISCRIMINATE DETENTION’

*‘Thus is an atmosphere of lawlessness created which can only

" lead to chaos.

- “Children must no longer be subjected to the behaviour de-

. scribed above (in the document). Neither must anybody.

““Nor must there be a repetition of the indiscriminate detention
of schoolchildren without the protection of the courts.”
¢ The memo did not claim the children allegedly tortured were
mnocent — there were stonlngs arson and necklacing — but some
were “coerced with varying degrees of violence to participate in
boycotts, work stoppages or to join the ‘comrades’.”
“Most of these deeds are perpetrated by young people. It is one
‘of the tragedies of this country that they are 'being brutalised in
- this fashion and in tHeir turn brutalising others.”

‘It was, however, a premise that “the kind of treatment to which
children are subjected by the authorites is utterly reprehensible,
totally unacceptable and indiscriminately applied irrespective of
+ any possible guilt”.

- Children were, the Sash said “intimidated, brutalised, and often
- scared stiff”. — Sapa. -
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JOHANNESBURG — The Black Sash has warned
against the effects on- children of alleged torture by
security forees.
+ ' A 33-page “Memorandum on the suffering of children
*in South Africa” was compiled in April when South
Afriea was not under a state of emergency but only
refeagsed now.
* The Iast state of emergency was lfted in Fehruary
:and the current one imposed in June.
“The fll-treatment ladled out to children is a fright-
* ening symptom of a disease which may have already
I . progressed beyond cure,” according to the memoran-
Gdum, = T
i
Containing more than 30 statements and affidavits
from children aged 12 to 18, adults and witnesses, the
Sash document called urgently for the disciplining of
the police force, no more detention of children and the
abolition of apartheid.
¢ The Sash based the memorandum, containing
‘ ‘accounts of alleged torture, on statements made by
children. Some statements were signed, many
2 unsigned, perhaps for fear of retribution, the Sash said.
It was not a jiremise of the memorandum that all the

Sash Warning' in'

1 | IS -
torturé®memo
children allegedly abused and maltreated were inno-
cent of any misdeeds. There was no doubt that stones

were thrown, arson was committed and people were
subjected to the “necklace” treatment, the Sash said.

Others were “coerced with varying degrees of vio-
lence to participate in boycotts, work stoppages or to
join the ‘comrades’ .

“Most of these deeds are perpetrated by young
people and it Is one of the tragedies of this country that
they are being brutalised in this faghion and, in their
turn, brutalising others,” the Sash said.

The Sash said: “Qur children are revolting against
years and years of differentiation, discrimination and
oppression.”

The document said that in February, 1986, the Minis-
ter of Law and Order, Mr Louis le Grange, said in
Parliament that 2 016 children under 16 were detained;
none was released into the custody of parents.

Action taken by the South African Police in nnrest
from Jamuary 1, 1985, to February 10, 1986, resulted in
the deaths of 209 juveniles, and 703 juveniles were
injured, he said, — Sapa
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control
still
alive?

Dispatch Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — The abo-
lition of influx control
has made “no differ.
ence” to a large number
of black people in the
Western Cape, and does
not allow freedom of
movement for every-
body, according to the
Black Sash.

In its August report,
the Sash highlights an
incident in which . a
woman born in Graarf-
Reinet — who has
worked for many years
in Cape Town — was de-
tained at the border by
Transkei authorities
and sent to jail for nine
days.

This was in spite of
having her reference
book with so-called Sec-
tion 10 rights rights
stamped in it. She
woman had to pay R24
before being freed.

The Sash's Mrs Sue
Joynt said yesterday mi-
grant workers whose fa-
milies lived in Transkei
were regarded as “for-
eigners” and in terms of
the Aliens’ Act they
needed a temporary
residence permit issued
by the Department of
Home Affairs to enter
the country.

If people were ex-
pected to carry some
proof of permanent resi-
dence, “this would be a
negation of the claim
that influx control is
abolished, particulary
in the Western Cape,
where many people
carry Transkei or Ciskei

fravel documents™,
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xG‘RAHAMSTOWN — A
member of the Albany
.branch of the Black
. Sash, Mrs Priscilla Hall,
was "released on Wed-
,nesday night after
_spending 78 days in de-
-tention under the emer-

gency regulatmns o '

g
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eleased. firom “déten tlonw'

st
"Mr‘sﬁ}ﬁllgﬁﬁ‘;iﬂvho is
also a member of the
Grahamstown , -Rural
Committee, was " re-
leased from an East
London prison with re-
strictions on her move-
ments and involvements
in orgamsatzonal activi-

St 8 f’l - t’
ties. . *?”
L T
In a statemenf‘gﬁester—
day, the Albany ‘Branch
of the Black Sash ex-
pressed “dehght”' ~sthat
Mrs Hall, mother of itwo
chlldren, had been re-
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"HAMBURG — The for-

: . mer president of the
Q : Black Sash, Mrs Sheena
Duncan, was awarded
the':Prize' for. ‘Freedom

by the ‘Liberal-Tnternat-

ional Congress in Ham-

~J burgyesterday

=X/ The leadér of the Brit-
ish . Liberal Party,, Mr
David Steel,. presented

\:Fhe prize f6 Mrs Duncan
X2 Tor her “fight agamst op-

pression  in . South

cause the L1bera1 Inter-
-national “is struggling
.against a habitual .ten-
dency to msolvency”

“Last year "the Argen-

tine President, Mr Raoul

v Alfonsm,‘was awarded

-“the ‘Liberal. Internat-
-ional Prize.

: Mrs Duncan '/ said

South Africa needed

“all possible pressure

from the Western world”

to force a-constitutional

Africa” - .7 " ¢ ./change that would end

Mr Steel‘said the pnze

was only symbolic be-

% racial: segregatlon »oL
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action to strengt
But the White
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aid plan for Sou| '

shortly with rec
visers, he said,

B At a news brie
No” to sanction

which will probah,
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T " The Star Bureau
fLONDON -/ The British Gov-";
' ernment has urged the interna- 4
' tional business community to ¥
1 step up its efforts to promote ¥
; “fundamental political reform”
_in South Africa and to help im-%
. prove-the qual‘ity of life of §
Cblacks. "t ] T
i Foreign Office
* African Affairs, Mrs Lynda
; Chalker told a group of busi-
nessmen yesterday:'*’l hardly
' need to remind you that the
* more we are seen io back words
with deeds, the more convinc-
' ingly we shall be able to con-
found the critics.”
In an address to Business In-
lternational — a group of 80
British and foreign businessmen

Mixiister for

. 5 Lad v
3 égiev.éd\

interest in South Af

‘She said Britad
market forces /
stronger force
the Governmen

nt “attaches gi

importance fo taking"positi

measures to advance the pro-
cess of reform”.

“Qur guiding principle is to

promote the advancement of

blacks as the prime impetus for
internal change ... and this is an

area in which government and
business can co-operate.

«The main British subsi-
diaries in South Africa provide
more than 100 600 jobs for black

Duncan meets UK Min

s @ c‘\ \o The Star Bureau
LONDON —| Veteran Black Sash campaigner Sheena Diumcan has

had talks with Foreign Office

Minister for African

Mrs

Lynda Chalker on the situation in South Africa.

Mrs Duncan, a frequent visitor to Britain,
but that was not possible.

Office said the 40-minute meeting was taken up with
Duncan on the situation in the townships.

- ‘Thatcher,
» The Foreign
a briefing from Mrs

The Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey
former president of the Black Sash,

had asked et Mrs

Howe met Mrs Duncan, a

during his visit to South Africa.

b 2y the
M udht
e aj) tﬁ more to comrql.l‘n'ég )

gatiykand to pay bla k;‘hgj loyees
i A 2

¢ *above the min

[ ?‘{ A \.‘r, 4. - '»3!5{'

sworkers, making theithe:lar-
gest foreign providé
the country.” P

She urged the forglg

community to spe_f],d'f}’;fnore on
education andijrgining-of
%black workers, foigpntribute

tprojects

ecom-
ended levels.
he Government's role was to

stréngthen the code of conduct
gove;“mqrgr foreign businesses in

South Africa, to provide lan-
guage traming and student
scholarships 2ud aid for trade

unionists and refugees.

“We in government and busi-
ness alike must leave South
Africans of all communities in
no doubt of our total opposition
to apartheid. .

“We must make clear to the

_ South African Government that

change is inevitable and that it

" is in their interest to promote it

while it can still be achieved
peacefuily. ‘

“We must continue to argue
patiently and coherently for
genuine national dialogue and
against measures which will
lead only to polarisation and
chaos,” Mrs Chalker said.

[
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Women have a very pow-
erful rote to play in the
Tuture of South Africe
ind it 18 one which they
\ave not really fulfilled
wat, [ .
This was sald by the
national president of
the Black Sash, Mrs
Mary Burton,.on a re-
cent visit to East London
hich formed' part of
er tour "to keep In

uch” with the seven
gions of the organisa-
on. ToaT

Mrs Burton said the
ash had often been
riticlsed for excluding
en from Its ranks bui
he belleved there was a
eed for an ':avenue
hich  would  help
omen playapart, ' -
k’:l think black women
a

w
W

e a tremendous
strength for the the fu-
ture of South Africa and
we're very lucky in the
contacts we have,” Mrs
Burton said. "I have
great admiration for .
them and whereas 1
don't believe -women
have any special secrets
1 think there I3 a need
l'olrl lanﬁ)rgmzii‘sntlbn tl&al
will allow m jfo de-
velop.” 'ﬂﬂ”ﬁ-’ﬁ“ﬁf“"‘

Mrs Burton sald there
had been & tremendous
growth in the organisa-
tlon over the past year
and membership now
stood at more than 2 000.
The Sash had become
more active in many re-
gions partly as a resuit
of a growth In mem-
bership and partly as a
result of the state of the
country.

“We are 31 years old
this year and seem io
have come full eircle in
generational terms.
There are lots of new
members with new ldeas
who are pushing for in:
volvement and this Is
quite challenging for us
old timers," she said
adding that she herself
had been 8 member for
21 years H

Mrs Burton was chair.
man of the Cape West-
ern distrlct before suc-
ceeding Mrs Sheena
Duncan as head of th
Sash in Mareh '

The Argentinian-born
mather of four sons aged
between 15 and 24 says
she doea not do much
else besides herpwork
for the Black Sash,

“1t takes up’d targe
slice of my tlri:e.",she
says but  ddds tha
Addes-lke fo' read#5he
says she receives a lot of
support from her family
“despite it being a male-
dominated household™.

A few years ago she
took time off to study for
a BA in English and so- |
ctal
cause she felt a need for
a greater knowledge of
South African hlstory
and Its social compo-
nents .

from Sheena Duneal

* Residents’

anihropology be-.*

Cat b " DD

Cominenting on the
East London branch of
the Sash, Mrs Burton
sald it had been dor-
mant for many years but
wa3 now experiencing a
revival of interest as.
wosti happening  every-
where. She attributed
the still fairly low num-
bera, however, to repri-
sals that the Sash ex-
Eerleneed when they

ecame active here,

In May a placard pro-
test at the City Hall pro-
testing against the de-
tention of members of
the Duncan Village
Assoclation
was dlarupted 10 min-
utes before the end
when police confiscated
aplacard. D

“I think people have

it *

Vs

trained and while many
of the members dld have
wonderful skills these
were ot 8 prerequisite,

Matity of the local
members are invoived
with the black com-
munity through their
work and are meeting
regularly and sharing
thelr experiences and
providing a support net-
work and meetlng point
for people who shared
the sBame ideas. Mrs Bur-
ton sald out of this more
activities would prob-
ably arise.

“Our members are

really care and

“ar because they

‘Our members are women who

. make exhibitions of themselves

are prepared to

really care.

found that any actlvity
the Black Sash carrles
out brings quite strong
repercussions in the
form of a right-wing
.backlash and in some .
cases ! anonymous
threats,” Mrs Burton
sald. “It's very hard to
have courage and to
carry on when every-
. thing you do brings such
raprisalsa especlatly,
when you are such a
small minority." i

She sald it was won-,
derful that there was
now a resurgence of de-
termination to be in-
volved. “And when I
come to ‘the Eastern
Cape I realise how much

. more ¢ourage it does

need to carry on,”

Like many other orga-
nisations the Sash has
been hard hit by.theg
state of emergency and
some members have
been detained The four
members who were still
in detention at the time
of going to press, are all
from the Eastern Cape.

Mrs Burton said it was
marvellous to see the
Black Sash in action in
these circumstances, es-
pecially in small areas
where the detention of
one person made a big
difference and to see
the support they pro-

rided For families.

Mrs Burton said It s

. -lmportant to tonvey that
shet¥, members

are otdin

women &nd wete nbl fa-
political

hcesar!ly '

women who really cate
and are prepared to
make exhibitions of
themselves because they
really care,

“People often regard
#s as slightly unusual
and eccentric and par-
ticularly unpatriotic,
but exactly the reverse
is true. Sash women are
deeply committed to
Bouth Africa and to a
better future.”

While the Sash de not
go on recrulting drives
anyone who subscribes
to their aima will be wel-
tome to see whether
they would like to jein.
Members are willing to
talk to groups who ex-
press an interest

When the organisation
was formed in 1955 it
was known as the
Women's Defence of the
Constitution League and
it was a protest at the
packing of the Senate
and the removal of the
franchise from coloured
men and an owtrage at
the way it was over-
ruled.

It was nicknamed
Black Sash by the press
because members wore
black sashes as a sign of
mourning for the dam-
age 1o the consititution.

The first advice of-
fices, for which the orga-
nisation 1s renowned,
were opened hen

asses for women wete
ntpoduced and were
opened speciflically to
help black women in

A e T B
Al g
Y ek

rdinary: women who care

“" Mary Burton, an Argentinian-bern mother of four son
7 fror Sheen B s head of the Black Sash. GAYE
during a recent visit to East London.

their struggle against
the pass laws.

The offices are recog-
nised as an expert group
among non-blacks of
what the pass laws do to
the raw lives of fxeople.
They became relied on
for accurete Information
and statistics and gov-
ernment officials recog-
nised that when they
sald something it was
usually reliable.

She said the basic ob-
jectives of the Sash had
not chapged They had
always been interested
in justice and parlla-
mentary principles of
democraey

Mrs  Burton  sald
peopte had suggested

s, has taken over the reins
TAYLOR interviewed her

othet ways In whieh in.
flux Inte towns will be
curbed,” she said.

She sald the offlces
were now  assessing
what  the new laws
would mean They had
in the past established
important legal pre-
cedents and had a re-
sponsibility to keep
golng

Mrs Burton says she
believes the Sash’s
greatest achievement is
the fact that they have
heen gotng for 31 years
while olher organisa-
tlons have fallen by the
wayslde

The polley of the Sash

‘People often

slightly unusual and eccentric
and pariicularly unpatriotic,
but exactly the reverse is true.

regard us as

that the advice offices
were no longer necess-
ary with the changes in
the influx control laws
but she said this did not
necessarily mean that
people's  lives were
tnade easier particu-
larty as far as people
whe are not already
resident in towns are
concerned

“It looks to us as if
there are going to be

Trim

top

honours

Dordrecht farmer will
ke on three women fi-
lalists in the first nat-
ignal Slimmer of the
ar contest later this

+. month,
A7 [If he doesn't take that

Ftjtle, sheep farmer and
ace

horse  breeder
Derek Bireh will be con-
© tent with a bronze

medal in the Comrades
next year.

Over the past six
motiths he has lost a
staggering 38 kg “It'a
amazing how many of my
enemies don't recognise
me anymore,” he said
after winning the East-
ern Cape Slimmer of the

P s

Is that of one man one
vote.

“Universal franchise
doesn’'t of Itzelf mean a
just scciety,” says Mrs
Burten, “but you eannot
have justice unless you
have it".

Commenting on the fu-
ture she said llke many
people involved in poli-
tics In South Afriea she
veered between hope

MARY BURTON.. hope and despair about the

fature of South Afrlca.

and despair

"“We are all very wor-
rled about the extent of
the repression and the
restriclion on free ac-
cess of information, We
belleve people cannot
make informed deci-
slons if they have no
right to hear other
peoples epinions.”

She sald she some-
times became depressed

but when she met some
of the wonderful people
in local community or-
ganistons and saw Lhejr
courage and strength in
spite of what was hap-
pening then she Lhinﬁa
there is something to
build on

“If only we could free
people’s energles so that
they could be directed
towards building a com-
mon fature,”




THE Black Sash ‘is" lail chmg a ‘massivé
-campaign to  high] e plight of .the
hundreds of: blackipedple’ ariésted daaly in
South African cities. l‘Or trespassing. .-

“*Black Sash" figures shw’ that in1982,
98 507 people were arrested for trespassmg

The next year the figure rose to 04 607.
;, “On March '17 this year, the Law and
Order Minister, in: reply,to a question ‘in
Patlidment,said the latest-figures were ot
ready,” past presndenb Shcena Duncan told-
C;ty Press. 30 107 Lkt RO

She also pdinted out that the Sash was
concerned about the latest figures because
penalties for trespaséing’ werg increased in
114983 under the Crimingl Law Amendment

ct. " i -

]

A pcrson found guijlty of trcspassmg canl '

be-fined R2 000,0r santenced to two years
1mpr|sonment —kor both. ”;}, : .

{ ' Dunchi said what made trepassmg ases”
hard o} monitor: whas' that- the: Sash often :
heard of Gases after the arrested people had’

pald R50 admission, of gulltmfme,s, -
+Stie said. that irf some .casesinthe south of
ﬂohannesburg trespg,ssers had the “owner’s
-bé theres it were sfill arrest-

: substantlal number of. trepassing cases came
'| fromis the Booysens. police stition. She could ;
N2 not gwe a breakdown. of the trcspassmg
" cases in the area S s
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Edith, 70-plus, joins

group working to .

upgrade township

|

.“late 70s”, has become in-

By BARBARA ORPEN
ITS never too late to be
involved. . X

That’s the, view of Mrs
Edith English, who, in her

volved in the TB-Huis pro-
ject at Red Location.

Not only does she furi-
ously knit squares for blan-
kets for the destitute people
in the area, she has also
committed herself to work
at the Black Sash Advice
Office twice a week.

“When I phoned up to ask
what I could do, I was asked
to knit squares.

“Pm not really a knitter,
but I put my needles togeth-

.er, and also asked the “Knit-

ting-Bee’ group at Park
Towers to help,” she said.

Mrs Eriglish then offered
her services to the Black
Sash Advice Office.

She is one of a group of
people trying to improve
life for those at TB-Huis,
where about 1000 people
live in impoverished condi-
tions.

This week a multi-facet-
ed project aimed at up-
grading conditions in the
TB-Huis area in Red Loca-
tion got underway.

Initiated by members of
the community and assis-
ted by the Black Sash Ad-
vice Office, the project has
involved establishing a
soup kitchen, providing
blankets; clothes and furni-
ture, and drawing up archi-
tectural designs for wup-
grading shacks.

The soup kitchen, which
opened last week, is provid-

PP

Mrs EDITH ENGLISH

ing food for more than 1 000
people.

Members of the Black
Sash and volunteers this
week brought in car-loads
of clothing and blankets
and a minibus loaded with
furniture, which was
donated in response to ap-
peals for assistance.

Mrs Rosie Yonke and
Mrs Doris Magi are work-
ing flat out every day from
9am to 4pm preparing soup
for the hungry.

“We even work on Sun-
day, so we don’t have time
to go to church — which is
bad as we need to go,” they
said.

Mrs Leslie Greensmith
and Mrs Cathy Binnell,
Black Sash Advice Office
workers, said the project
was a pitot scheme, and it
was hoped similar projects
would get underway else-
where,

“We' also have plans for
the future, like teaching
,gardening and handcraft
skills and establishing a

creche.”

Mr Jacksen Mancoko,
who has lived in a small
shack with seven children
in TB-Huis for four years,
said a committee had been
formed to organise the dis-
tribution of clothing and
furniture.

. “We want to hold a jum-
ble sale, but we must first
give provisions to those

- who are really desperate,”

he said.

Mr Mancoko is also
drawing up a list for the
Advice Office of those who
are bedridden and too sick
to get to hospital.

Another aspect of the
project — providing ideas
for the architectural up-
grading of the area — is
being undertaken by a
voluntary committee of a
doctor, an architect and
memnbers of the communi-
ty.
. A member-of the com-
mittee, Mr Stuart Douglas,
said the idea was to retain
what was there but upgrade
it.

“The cost of new housing
today is way beyond the
means of the peeple living
here, so we feel it is better
to upgrade and waterproof
the existing shacks, make
provision for a market
place, realign the streets
and make plots out of va-
cant spaces.”

He said the group was
formulating ideas, and
would present the plans to
the Ibhayi Town Coucil as
an alternative to the exist-
ing plans.

-
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Know your righté

Trespassing is a common crime in SA —
largely affecting blacks. But those who fall
foul of the Trespass Act, which was one of
the great number of laws nsed surreptitiously
to control the movement of blacks, are not
always aware of their rights.

As a result, an educational campaign is
being launched by the Black Sash to inform
people — some of whom have, in ignorance,
paid admission of guilt fines — of their
rights if wrongfully arrested.

According to the law you cannot trespass
in a public place.

However, a number of cases have been
presented to the Black Sash concerning
blacks who have been arrested while simply
walking down the street. In one case for
example, two people were arrested outside a
police station; they paid an admission of guilt
fine of R50 to get out of jail.

Lawful reason

To be guilty of trespass a person must
enter or remain on property without the
permlssmn of the tawful occupier or person
in charge. If the manager of a cinema asks
someone to leave and they refuse, they are
trespassing. In law, the husband of a live-in
domestic needs the consent of his wife’s
employer — the *“lawful occupier” -— to
visit.

The law, however, also says that a person
can’t be guilty if he or she has a lawful
reason to be there. This means a person who
believes there would be no objection from the
owner is not trespassing. Thus, a person who
had frequently walked across an open lot,
field or farm without being apprehended
would not be guilty — unless he had been
warned off by the owner.

Despite these narrow parameters, thou-
sands of people are arrested annually for
trespassing: 104 607 blacks were arrested in
1983; 90 555 in 1984; and 87 555 in 1985,
{In 1985, 929 whites, 11 097 coloureds and
723 Indians were arrested in terms of this
law.)

According to the Black Sash’s Court Mon-
itoring Group, however, very few trespass
cases come up in court. This discrepancy
means most people are paying the spot ad-
mission-of-guilt fine. One reason may be
that even those who know their rights find it
easier to pay up and get out, instead of
remaining in prison while trying to find
lawyer. f
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‘Durban Ce

sh. stage silent
lacard protest

: h'ii'l'f-}lbui‘ Placaid protest eutside Durban’s Pavilion
| -“Centre yesterday as delegates for the National Par-
L congress arrived for the day’s proceed-

s

Those involved incliided M éhelégh‘ Gastrow, '
- the wife of the Progressive Federal Party’s MP for

vice-president of the Black Sash, Mrs Ann Colvin, -

; --The protestors stood singly at various points along
Snell Parade and 0ld Fort Road and in the pathway
te the hall, bearing placards reading: “No peace
without justice,”

No one was arrested. — Sapa (T]—ajl bb \Lﬂg \E (.

r

Members of thé rBlack Sash staged a

il

!

ntral, Mr Peter Gastrow, and the national
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‘ Blaek Sash members,
Tek

13 - X o
“Speaking at Jan Smuts
airport ~§hortly before
her departyre, she said
.8he wag ~bitter about
‘What haq happened,
Lo CulPfaany -,
; ‘ﬁéMrs Van Gylswyk wag
1ot deporteq; according
to' Home Affairs direp-

while in detention that
she hagd a choice of
eith_er remaining jp de-

leaving thercoqugy; ; .é;r
She told reporters last
Night she wag deter-

She woulq be conting.
ing the work of the Black
Sash jp Sweden, she
said,

Calling for the release
of al] detainees, she
said: “aAqn the bublicity
Eiven me | See as being
on behalf of all detaj-
hees,” .

“This a]} seems so yp-
real,” gajq Mrs vap
Gylswyk who has spent
the past 3p years living
in South Africa,
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Silently | saluting .
~the courag
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Silent Black Sash protesters
have become a symbo! of the
struggle for human rights.
The Black.Sash has saluted
South African womens’ cour-
age and strength to mark
National Women’s Day on -
Saturday. - -, :

TODAY'S
WOMAN

XY

ON August 9,30-¥éars ‘apo, nearly 20,000 °
women gathered at‘thé Union Buildings,
Pretoria, to express their anger at the Gov-
ernment’s extension of passes to black wom-
en. Sy d " ."“."::): . e ' .
. Two Jear's ‘earlier had' seen the formation
of the first mdjor women’s organisation, the
Federation of South African Women, which

Sash has released the following statement to
mark National Women'’s Day:

had campaigned against such issues as the ;On this 30th anniversary of the wom-
destruction of Sophiatown, and the introduc- en’s march to the Union Buildings in
tion of “Bantu Education”. Pretoria, the Black Sash salutes the
The anti-pass campaign continued until gg?eggéh and courage of South African
the early 1960s. In the crackdown which fol- e ,
lowed Sharpeville, most of the Federation’s They have often borne the heaviest
leaders were banned and the organisation burden of the pass laws and of exclusion

from the centres of power and wealth;
yel they have never relinquished the
struggle to win recognition of their rights
and to contribute to a better future for
this country.

~ “In their rock-like determination -and

declined.

Early in the 1980s, new women’s move-
ments formed in the Western and Eastern
Cape, Durban and on the Reef. Since 1983,
National Women’s Day has been used to
commemmorate the 1956 march and focus

attention on the need for equal rights. in their commitment to principles of jus-
TheNational Hesdquarters of the Black - ¢c€ and freedom, lzg:s hope for us all.
A N
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' ‘The hlstorlc

[’ Awomen"’

i : AR
'CAPE TOWN —_— Mem--.

‘bers of the, Black Sash
w1ll p:cket ‘at_ various
points. +ins Cape Town
today to commemorate
the "30th. annwersary :
“of tHe march by 20 000
“women on Utiion
Bmldmgs in Pretorla,
"in”protest- dgainst the
"extens:on of passes to
blackwomen ‘._;- '

place on ’August 9,
. 1958, whlch 'Has since
become= .3 national
WomensDay. o ey

“The Blaek Sash yester—

- day saluted . “the
strengthf andgv courage
- 'of South: " Aﬁ‘lcan;

“They have oﬂ:en borne

. the heav1est itdén of.

the pass laws and. of
" eXcIuSmn ; i‘rom the
‘ centres of power and,
yet they lave’
- rehnqmshed
’the siruggle to -"win

' . ‘récoghition’ of - their

rlghts and to ¢ontrib- |
" ute! o E better future‘ ,

march took |
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BLACK Sask member Annica van Gyls-
wyk, who is leaving SA tomorrow, is not
being deported, says a Department of
Home Affairs official,

But while moving out of her Pretoria

" home last night, the Swedish-born Van

Gylswyk said she had been told she
would face 180 days in detention if she
remained in SA.

Director-General for Home Affairs
Gerrie Van Zyl said newspapers had in-

| correctly reported Van Gylswyk was be-
. ing deported.

He said that while she was in detention
security police had told her she had a

T

Black Sasher not being depo‘fgél

Loar
S

choice of either remaining in detention
for 180 days and then standing trial or
leaving the country.

It was made ¢lear to Van Gylswyk —
who has been in SA for 30 years — that
she was not being issued with a deporta-
tion order, she said.

“The first words my interrogators said
to me were, “This country doesn’t need
you' 1t is clear they want to get rid of
me. | agreed to leave the country be-
cause I did not want to stay in solitary
confinement until mid-December then
face charges on I-don't-know-what and
be tried. I do not trust that and did not

said last night.

Van Gylswyk’s legal representative,
Brian Currin, said: “To say she is riot
obliged is an over-simplification, It's not
that she’s afraid of being charged, but
she’s in a Catch-22 situation.”

Acting chargé d’affaires of the Swed-
ish legation, Bengt Herrstrém, said he
had received a note from the Foreign
Ministry to the effect that Van Gylswyk
would be released on condition she left
SA within 48 hours. Successful represen-
tations were made for her to be granted
an extra week,
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CAPE TOWN — The Black Sash has
condemned the deportation of its
Pretoria chdirman, Swede Mrs An-
nica van Gylswyk, who has been or-
dered to leave the country by Frida}s[.

National Black Sash president, Mrs
Mary Burton, said Mrs Van Gylswyk
would be a great loss for the organisa-
tion and the people of South Africa.

Mrs Van Gylswyk, one of the first
peoplerim Pretoria detained under
the latest emergency regulations, was
released on Thursday.

Mrs Burton said Mrs Van Gylswyk,

DD b

the first Black Sash member to be or-
dered out of South Africa, had “done
so much to improve relations and
open channels of communication,”

Her deportation order was a rejec-
tion of this, she said. *

“Her deportation was a bossibility
but we did not consider it seriously
because she has lived here so long
and has done such good work We are
a bit stunned by the news.’

Mrs Van Gylswyk is due to leave for
Sweden on Friday. Her husband and
two of her three children will join hgr
later. — Sapa

Famtma Ny

J———

S0UBMOTTR ST0ADTE ~ SOUBMOTIY TRUOTRTPRPY °1

tzaﬂ.ﬂuﬂ.D_OQ




1, | leaving.’

’charrm AN ordé’r‘ed

days in detention, and was
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out of the country

JOHANNESBURG—The den on Friday evening,
cha;rman of-the Black Sash . leaving behind- her hus-
in Pretoria; “Swedish born band, who will join her lat-
Mrs Annica, yan Gylswyk, er, and two of her three
has heen ordered to leave children.
South Afrlﬁca by Friday. ‘I have a brother in Swe-
Mrs van Gylswyk was re- - denl?ndhmyasgn is in Den-
lease Thurs er mark,’ she sal :
cased on L1 ay affer 40 She said she did not kndw
given eight’ days to' leave Wwhat she would do for a liv-
the country mg in Sweden, ‘but I'm tak-
ng my typewnter and I

‘While I was hemg inter-
rogated I 'was told, “thls f&ﬁ?g}%g?‘ris&'g;%mg to

country doesn't need you
here”,’ she sa1d ;' l— A

‘Tve lived hefér -for 30
years, I got my degree here
and I'm’ very sad'labout

T've consrdered contest-
ing, but there's nothmg one
u:ar:j1 really do about 1t she
sai

She will be flying to Swe-

. = R I S %
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Sash member mus

¢+ SWEDISH-BORN Annica Van Gylswg;lk,
e

* chairman of the Pretoria branch of
E Black Sash, has been ordered to leave the fears at all” the

»
s
N
¥

president added. \\C_p

couniry by Friday, - .
Y . She ias lived in SA for 30 years and Van Gy ]sx;ry k said she had considege
" was released from detention ‘on Thurs- contesting ihe order, but realised there
day after 4g days in jail, was nothing she could do about it.
! ; Elack Sash president Mary Burton “While I was being interrogated 1 was

said in Cape Town last night the organi- told: ‘This country doesn’t need you here.’
sation was shocked at Van Gylswyk's I will never forget how unjustly I have
deportation order. . been treated,

‘Annica is a true South African. She Van Gylswyk will leave for Sweden on
doesn’t deserve what is being. done to  Friday evening. Her husband and two of

. her,” Burton said. her three children wikl join her later.
“I visited different regiong over the She said shé” had no idea what she

past few days and, if anything, the deter- would do for a living in Sweden — “but
«mination to continue otr and Anhica’s I'm taking my typewriter and I certainly
,work has increased. We don’t have any _ have something to write about”. -

- -




Expelled Black

By Inga Molzen

Black Sash past president Mrs Sheena Dun

i says
Mrs Annica Van Gylswyk, who has been given until
Friday to leave South Africa, is not a left-wing radi-
cal.

Mrs Gylswyk, recently released from seven weeks

in detention, is chairman of the Black Sash in Pre-

toria.

LIVED 30 YEARS IN SOUTH AFRICA

| Swedish-born, she is married to a South African
and has lived in this country for 30 years.

“She has been a member of Black Sash for as long
as I can remember,” said Mrs Duncan. “She is a very
committed and concerned person. She is people-
oriented and has a long involvement in working with
old people.”

Mrs Duncan said Mrs Gylswyk's eldest daughter

er ‘no ‘g\l&al’

he has three children and her husband is em-
ployed in Pretoria.

Mrs Gylswyk worked with the Winterveld Action
Committee, the Catholic Commission for Justice, and
has assisted non-Twana speaking people “dumped in
Bophuthatswana before its independence, and then
left without pensions as the Government has not as-
sumed responsibility for them”. ‘

Apparently, upon her release, Mrs Gylswyk was
told that if she did not leave she would be jailed for
180 days and charged. No charge was specified.

A fellow Black Sash member said her reaction to
Mrs Gylswyk’s forced departure was “one of hoxror”.

“Her children were born in this country. Her hus-
band is South African. This is another form of op-
pression,

“Mrs Gylswyk is a superb person and has done a
tremendous amount of work in this country.”
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A GENERATION of black leaders could " .
beqalienated from Western values if ,— CLAIRE PICKARD-CAMBRIDGE —l ’
British and American leaders continued what government was claiming to he
to misunderstand the nature of SA re- doing in the line of reform. . i
forms. ’ Duncan also teld journalists outside
This was said by Black Sash past  the embassy: “We are in a critical situa- .
resident Sheena Duncan to British tion — what happens in the near future N
Eoreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe in  will be vital in determining whether SA
'Pretoria yesterday. fights a long bloody battle or moves ,
She said this would happen if British towards democratic government." o
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and ~ Howe declined to comment on the " !
US President Ronald. Reagan did not ' meeting or his next meeting with Broe- ‘
take'extreme eare about their approach derbond chairman and educationist, , !
to SA. ‘ " Professor Pieter de Lange. Y
Duncan met Howe with Chris and - De Lange said he had learnt some- !
Durkje Gilfillan, of the PFP unrest mon-  thing about the true intention of Howe's . .
itoring group, and Wits business school visit, but refused to comment on this, ik, |
senior industrial relations lecturer Loet Howe was expected to meet with; .-;,';,]'
Douwes Dekker, at the British embassy.  several legal experts, including Justice! ni;- ]
Reagan had incorrectly claimed that Richard Goldstone and Professor Jobnsap, 3§ J

i

ot

6-million blacks had gained citizenshi Dugard, yesterday afternoon. He was. o
rights in SA but approximately 1,75-mil-  also to meet Association of Chambers o b
" Hont blacks stood to gain citizenship, she Comtherce and Federated Chgmber‘“ .
-ddded, The SA security situation negated  Industries leaders, bt -
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| are; We have been- here )

?(a.u):i‘ Tt "‘ '7‘3

‘TWELVE black” fanulm '
“heing evicted, from land

.f“belbnging to tlie Wedg:'
~wood Park’ Country Club |,

~in Port Elizabeth are ask» :
ing the' Black Ao7ind

s
r_gg-“
i

TLur .

yesterqay ' ‘"’:*“-"f?'f

“"Foday-a spo’kmman for
the Families sdid no- farn—-
ilies had moved: "on their

:—‘TU"
: ,....“-33«:\...-

- club’s manager, Mr' ‘R

,g<_

earller E AR Ly

"In"a statemeht foday,
< the . residents’; said: " “We
want to. live where we | ]

1Ta,

of 0.4
for wﬂmﬁ‘,m :,%;;l  Jears

now RN
“We are happy here and |
also prepared to pay any,
reasonable -rent the club
“would like to impose now.

J- “All 'was quiet yester-}a

day although’ there was |.
tension as we expected to |»
be forcibly' removed.
However, some of us |
attended church services
_as usual. We appeal to Mr-
Grant-Smith and his man-
agement to-, reconsnder i
_their decision.”~: *. 't [’

The spokesman said the
farmlles had not been
paying 'any:rent’ to the
chib, -

Mr Grant-Smith was
unavallab;e for comment

. today. " X
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Sash eclaims

50 children ;~

are missing )¢

Dispatch Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — A member of the Blac Sash,
Mrs Dawn Ingels, claims more than 50 children
have gone missing since the stdrt of the current
state of emergency.

She said the authorities have not confirmed
these children were in detention and neither their
families nor monitoring groups have been able to
trace them.

According to records kept by the Detainees Par-
ents Support Committee (DPSC), 42 children are
missing, more than half of whom are claimed to be
16 years and under.

The youngest'is said to be seven years old and 10
ec)lt‘ the missing are believed to be from Krugers-
orp.

Releasing the DPSC’s latest available figures on
emergency detentions when he spoke in support of
a Black Sash “Free the Children” Christmas cam-
paign, Dr Max Coleman alleged that a one-month
old baby had been among the conservatively esti-
mated 8 000 children who have been detained since
thestart of the emergency.

" About 4 000 children are thought to still be in de-
tention, he said, and the proportion of children

among those detained is consistently high, some-
times as high as 76 per cent.

Dr Coleman said the month-old had been held
for a day when police detained a whole famity, in-
cluding siblings, while seeking an 18-year-old son
who was not at home at the time.
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HERE is more concern in South Africa
over cruelty to animals than over cruelty
to children, according to the past presi-
dent of the Black Sash, Mrs Sheena Duncan.
She this week addressed a meeting which was part
. of the Black Sash “Free the Children” campaign,
aimed at securing the release of children in deten-
tion so that they can be home for Christmas.
According to the Black Sash’s latest figures, be-
tween 1800 and 1300 children under 18 are in deten-
tion nationwide, About 400 were being held on the
Witwatersrand, Mrs Duncan said.
Many of them were under 16 years old and often
their parents were not informed that they had been
detained or where they were being held.

Mrs Duncan quoted so
detentin of children from t!
Parents' Support Committee.

«“Cjvilised countries
don't detain people
without trial and they
don't detain children.

“I am ashamed that
my country is not a civi-
lised country,” Mrs
Duncan
said.

“We de-
mand the
freedom of
the children
and we will -
continue to work until
that has been accom-
plished,” she said.

Human rights lawyer
Mr Geoff Budlender, of

the Legal Resources |

Centre, described the
conditions of children in
detention.

They are not allowed
to sée their parents un-
less the authorities per-
mit it. They can only
write letters, study or re-
ceive reading material
other than a Bible if
they get permission.

They have only one
hour's exercise a day
and must clean their
own cells.

1§ they sing, whistle or
are a nuisance, it is a
criminal offence.

“There is only one
way to describe it — it is
barbaric,” Mr Bud-
lender said.

urged people to
saﬁ: the Government
that they were ashamed
and disgusted with the
detention of children.
Everybody should reject
it openly and as often as
possible.

me case histories of the
he files of the Detainees’

SAYS SHEENA DUNCAN

BOGUS

b

The past president of
the Methodist Church,
the Reverend Peter
Storey, said that the de-
tention of children was
an “obscenity”, an of-
fence to God and was
the deepest shame that
South Africans have had
to live with.

“Anysocietyis
judged by the way it
treats the most vulnera-

ll “dumped”

e |
\
1

ble of its people — the
poor, the widowed, the
orphaned and every
child. The kingdom of
God belongs to the chil-
dren,” Mr Storey said.

Two Kagiso parents
of children in detention
said that they were too
upset to say much. Mr
M Molefe said that his
13-year-old daughter
was in detention.

Last week a i4-year-
old Kagiso girl was re-
leased and was just

Diepkloof Prison with

8 only R1 on her, he said.
¥ She took a taxi to Bara-
® gwanath Hospital and
M then she had no money
§ left, so she started walk-

ing. Itwasalready

B 7.30pm and eventually

H she had to ask a petrol

d station attendant if she

i could sleep there for the
k night.

Mr Molefe said he

@ was worried that the
d same might happen to
B his daughter.

“The children are

Bfctched from their
f homes. Why can't the
B Government take them
Bback to their homes
H apain?” he said.

outside-

The speakers at the
meeting were joined by
a number of representa-
tives of other organisa-
tions, individuals and
church leaders, who had
added their support to
the Black Sash “Free the
Children" campaign.

Veteran

They included veteran
anti-apartheid cam-
paigners Mrs Helen Jo-
seph and Mrs Helen
Suzman, human rights
lawyer Mr Sydney Ken-
tridge, SC, the Anglican
Bishop Suffragan of
Johannesburg East,
Bishop Simeon Nkoane,
Anglican Provincial
Liaison Officer, Bishop
John Carter, Dr Max
Coleman of the Detai-
nees’ Parents’ Support
Commuttee, the general
secretary of the United
Congregational
Churches, the Reverend
Joe Wmg, representa-
tives of the National Ed-
ucation Crisis Commit-
tee, End Conscription
Campaign and Nusas.

Rev PETR Storey.

Blshop SIMEON
Nkoane.
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~ ¢oastal chairman Bf the
{ Black: Sash. liadheen”
! .threatened with violence
1and “had her. home at-
- }tacked the day afﬁer the
Qash’s mvolvemer{t in a!
13 march ol Westvﬂle
1" Prison‘to protest; {dgainst
.xthe detention of 49 child-
“ren held therezunder
‘ %:"rmrgency regulatmns ‘
'On Sunday shortl  after
ilpm & canlste was
.thrown, into, Mrs _SAWIT Col-
- vin'shouse. .. &
" “I~heard an almlghty
! elatter’and ran buiside in
the rain and ‘waited
“there,” - sald M' si Colvm
“last-night. . 3
I When.she i'etu
turned -omi - thg}«*hgk;gl'she
~Say. an empty“‘ canister -
thhthe‘words ne:'it; ime
Lt will 1be: a; gr@’hade -
3 handwntten on U
| ¥Mrs Colvin hag. alsg ;e~
g ewed “nightly:: Ehreaten
ifg, telephone -calls’ frofin
what she calls "a screec
mg worman” ; ’
' s?Mrs: Colvin saidgmany-
Blaé:k‘Sash mem ey s

\?“;‘DURBAN — ,The; Natal

~her so’ri

W

n._ Sapa R T . ,:'._."

R




i

%DURBAN ol ’I‘he",Natal '

.. - coastal - ‘ehairinan of
‘theé: Black Sash: has
. 'been threatenednwnh
| vmlence ‘and’ had‘ her,
| home .attacked ‘the day
aﬂ;er the . Sash’ m—

RN

volvement in a march

to' Westv111e PI'lSOI'l in}

protest against« the det
tentmn of 49 chlldren

ik : ¢
On Sunday shortly af‘ter
11 pm, a canister was
sthrown - mto Mrs#Ann
'Colvm s house"ﬂ ‘She
Cheard* a ‘dar . dmvmg
- Of; 5«. o

“I heard an - almlghty
clatter, and ran\,out-
islde in thé. rain and
walted ‘tHere, m'seud
: nMrs‘Colvm last mght

¥ withithe wordds “Next
+ timeyjit swill . bet'digre-
nade"’ handwrltten on

;e(ﬁcamgalg 16"
K ned: ¢ ~g: Ild_

Kpohce spokes iancka ]
.+ the' matter,. wés aunde¥
%\gjmvestlgatlon Sapa’ %

i She’ returned *and:i
N riéd on-the’ 11ght she
o sawaan‘ ‘empty. camster |

ids
|

. T .
| Shenattrlbuted thesharsh
K ﬂ'threatse to, theﬁ ash’ -




DON — Judg.
Was:,'p,ogitponed, in
agistrate’s - court:,
/ 2y o' De;:

19:in’a, case'in.’

esté;d

{denionstration iy front,
-Of the' City. Haq] on May 7 -
thisyear. - P

In Nahoon, and Myg Va-
erie Viljoen, of Mimosa

".J,f,J" R 'Vinceflt e
Pleaded™ 14t ""gl'l‘ilrty",‘to
contrave -Section
of the: 1" Security

/ACt > prohibi ing ‘gather.
‘ings ™ Between ™ Marteh -
'1986 and Apri} 1987,

. The 'stang, 'W‘asj.llﬁl ‘con-

;;:,qectmn‘,w‘zith"*,;tg‘éﬁzz deten-
rtion “of: Dunghaiarin

caniVillage
rxfleaders WP
PPIUR s G
o The de‘f‘en‘ﬂe. © argued”

that “the dt;n}énstrati,on'5
fby.}'n,embers'pf the Blacj:
‘Sash 'di hot-constitute »
,.gatherjgg 88 there was

. JEVer ‘moie- than tivy i
RrgRle, ibreSent. briey |
one ti onetaking |
';‘,thel“,:sasfi.; andr placard |
from theisther. C
;+ The 3in'tent‘ibn;-;was" to
‘avoid: a
,_thus"the,'presence of not"
more thai! one,. demon- ‘!
stratdr-rt'é;{ti{qq.,, Cupe
The. state‘ardned thay
.the, pur,;qc‘ggs've,d,, even jf

 one tine; kg "4 cominon
burpose, and.’ there_zfor_g_ .
: const:,t‘g;ed‘a‘gath_en,r;“g. .
1 The magistrate'yng pro Wi M, 0p- -
perman and’ My py, . Yenter .
Drosecuteq, Mrowy Sehwikkag
| appeared. for Mrs; E‘]qirfm;zrﬁand' '
Mz J. stthuizbﬂ,‘:appganad.“ 3
1 rs  Powers, Mrs' Hagey

! Mrs Viljoen: .




on tWO

‘papers

JOHANNESBURG—The

- Black Sash has condemned

the, restriction orders on

‘the, Weekly Mail. and the

Sowetan prohibiting them
from pubhshmg statements
which ‘advocate’ ér ‘sup-
port’ the Chrlstmas Agamst

. the Emergency campaign, '

: these: latest orders’ should‘.

‘If any member of. the
public still has any doubts
as to whether freeedom of

the Press has béen de-.

stroyed in South Africa,

remove all doubt from their
mmds, the women's organi-

‘'sation said. T

.. ‘There ig no Press free-

dom _any more. The Press.
can only publish what the

Government chooses to al

low it'to' publish; -’ Ak
.+ ‘The, people no longer )
| know what is gomg on in
| their, own . country, every

day moinentous "eve s oe-

cur but all.the: pliblic |,
‘knows-is what the authon-

tlles choose to dlsclose
‘Already rumours. abound

dnd rumour is’ exceedmgly'
‘dangerous. .

“The' Governnient hqs aI-
ready driven remstance un—
derground;

' The’ Black “Sash’ sald the

' Jbans were ‘a trlbute to the: |
courage and determmatmn T
| ofthe editors of the Weekly -
Mail tand the: Sowetan —_
| (Sapa) N

o

| sash hits
| at order
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found guilty

city protest at DV |

5
3
“

er

"

s !
' ma
P

leaders’ detentions

Dispatch Reporter
EAST LONDON — Four
members of the Blaek
Sash weére found guilty
in the magistrate’s court

here yesterday of con-’
travening a section of.

‘| the Infernal Security
Ac? prohibiting gather-
ings between April 1986
and March 1987

They were each sen-
tenced to a R150 fine or
50 days imprisonment,
suspended for three
years on condition they
were not convieted of
the same offence again.

The aceused — Patri-
cia Flemmer, of War-
wick Road, Vincent, Syl-
via Haperty of Kent
Road, Vincent, Susan
Power of Plymouth
Drive, Nahoon and Vale-
rie Viljoen of Mimosa
Road, Vincent — had
‘earlier pleaded mot
guilty to the charge.

- The four women took
part in a single stand
demonstration in front
of the City Hall on May 7
this year.

The stand was in con-
nection with the deten-

tion of Dunean Village

leaders.

Judgement in the case
was postponed from De-
cember 12,

The magistrate, - Mr
W. M. Opperman, said it
was clear from the evi-
dence of state witnesses
and a series of 11 photo-
graphs submitted as an
exhibit by the state at
the first hearing, that
the four accused had
gathered with a common
purpose.

“This gathering was a
contravention of an or-
der gazetted by the for-
mer Minister of Law and
Order, Mr Louis le

Grange, banning out-
door gatherings apart

from bona fide sports

meetings from April
1986 to March 31 next
year.

Mr Opperman said the
contravention existed in
spite of the action of the
four in holding their
demonstration one at a
itime while the others sat
on a bench 12 metres
away.

At the earlier hearing
it was mentioned that
some vears ago the
Black Sash had obiained
written permission from
the town clerk to hold
single stand demonstra-
tions in front of the City
Hall statue.

Mr Opperman said the
nature of the offence did
not to constitute a very
serious contravention of
the regulations.
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“We have no ulterior motives ~n

Black Sash is alarmed ove
Info Bureau’s new strategy

By Colleen Ryan,
Political Reporter

The Black Sash has expressed
alarm at the Bureau for Infor-
mation’s “communication” acti-
vities — in particular its inter-
est in contacting women’s or-
ganisations.

The director of the Johannes-
burg office of the Black Sash,
Mrs Sheena Duncan, expressed
concern in a statement about
the “establishment of a whole}
new bureaucracy ... to make
contact with independent organ-
isations”.

She also questioned the estab-
lishment of the new Women For
South Africa organisation, and
asked why the bureau seemed
to be promoting it so vigorously.

“Is Women For South Africa a
bureau creation?” she asked.

Women For South Africa,
launched in June, has been run-
ning TV adveriisements with
the slogan: “If it is not good
enough for our children, it is not
good enough for us.”

The head of Women For South
Africa, Mrs Jenny Malan, is
away on holiday.

In a recent SABC-TV inter-

view, a spokesman for Women
For South Africa denied that it
received funds from the Govern-
ment. She said it got most of its
money from businessmen and
companies.

Miss Luise Nicholson, co-or-
dinator of women’s activities for
the bureau, denied that it had
any ulterior motives in its com-
munication efforts.

“Our function is information
and communication,” she said.
“Qur aim is to promote effective
communication between the
Governinent and the people of
South Africa.”

Miss Nicholson said she
liaised with the various
branches of the bureau and pro-
moted communication befween
the Government and various
women’s organisations.

There was no connection be-
tween Women For South Africa
and the bureau, she added.

Asked if Women For South
Africa received any Govern-
ment funding, she said there
was no link-up to her know-
ledge. “I don’t know who spon-
sors it.

“We don’t have any other link

S —— "t =

&

other than a communication
link. I would approach any
women'’s organisation that is

Jhaving a meeting, and ask if 1

may attend. If it said yes, I
would go aleng.”

Miss Nicholson said that al-
though she was not associated
with Women For South Africa,
she had acquainted herself with
its formation and had attended
one of its meetings in her per-
sonal capacity.

NATIONAL DEBATE

She said her chief aim was to
contact as many women’s or-
ganisations as possible “to tell
them aboui Government policy,
the achievements of the Govern-
ment, to get a national debate
going”.

“T firmly believe that unless
we talk to people we are not
going to solve our problems,”
she said.

Miss Nicholson confirmed
that the bureau had contacted
many organisations and had
made inquiries about their aims
and objectives.

Asked what the bureau did
with this information, she said
the initial idea was to establish

Pink &

s

a register of various organisa-
tons.

“If someone does not want to
be included on the register, they
need not be.”

The idea was that “if someone
phoned us and asked who could
they contact about flower ar-
ranging, for example, we could
refer them.”

Asked whether the bureau
could expect anti-apartheid
women’s organisations to trust
it, Miss Nicholson said that was
a policy issue and she could not

comment on it. ! !

She did not think the State of
Emergency was counterproduc-
tive to communication. Asked
how there could be communica-
tion when some leading women
were in hiding or detention, she
said: “I can’t, obviously (com-
municate with them)”.

She stressed that the bureau
had successfully contacted

many organisations and had re- .

ceived a good response.

“Some of the groups don’t
wish to talk to the bureau, but
those who are, we are happy to
talk to.”
® See Page 10.
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Write to Box 61682 Marshalltown 2107

Black Sash long
fought injustice?

The article by Jo Marais (The Star,
January 7) and the letter from N Hard-
ing (The Star, January 11) regarding a
Black Sash attack on The Bureau for
Information are revealing, especially
Jo Marais’ use of a heavy Broeder-
bond tag-word in the term “like-mind-
ed women”,

This reinforces the suspicions of
many that “Women for South Africa”
may be a “Susterbond”.

Black Sash publicity is based on re-

ality, Jo Marais’ is not. ‘The latter con-

siders that the real issue in South Afri-
ca today is the ideclogical struggle
between capitalist democracy and
communism. The Black Sash knows
that South Africa is neither capitalist
nor democratic. .

Capitalism is severely hindered by
various licensing and control boards,
such as the Local Road Transportation
Board, as well as regulations connect-
ed with the decentralisation of industry
.| and the Group Areas Act.

South Africa has never been a de-
mocracy. Not much more than 20 per-
cent of the people have ever had a vote
in first-tier government, and the vote
has always been based on the colour of
the skin,

It is noteworthy that the Black Sash
was formed 30 years ago in order to
protest against the undemocratic re-
moval of the coloured vote.

Jo Marais smugly describes “Women
for South Africa” as a movement of
“like-minded” women whose corner-
stone is “faith and trust in God”, while
correspondent Harding desires a “posi-
tive role”, '

I do not know what these “Jo-come-
latelys” have been doing during the
past 30 years, but I dc know that the
Black Sash’s active and positive role

has been completely aligned to Christ’s

Lo B o B
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work description for a Christian given
in Matthew, Chapter 26, Verses 35-40,

Black Sash records deal with tens of
thousands of case histories concerning
help given to blacks to obtain essential
documents, make necessary affidavits,
deal with appropriate State officials,
comply with relevant legislation and
obtain legal advice and legal repre-
sentation.

This has made it possible for thou-
sands of blacks to feed and clothe
themselves and their families by ob-
taining legal employment, unemploy-
ment insurance payments, workmen's
compensation awards, and State and
company pensions.

Other blacks have been helped to ob-
tain, retain or register homes and ten-
ancies by establishing Section 10 rights;
and to cope with court actions and
avoid or reduce periods of imprison-
ment. The sick and maimed have been
assisted in applications for prosthetic
appliances, disability grants and suit-
able medical care,

I do not believe that any voluntary
women's organisation anywhere has
done as much to cope with the desper-
ate misery caused by the deliberate po-
litical wickedness inflicted upon a dis-
enfranchised majority by the diserimi-
natory and selfish legislation of an en-
franchised and self-serving minority
group.

B Johnston
Boksburg

Preference will be given to letiers in
which the name and address of the
writer can be published. Those wishing
to write under a pseudonym must also
sign letters and include their address.
Letters sent to other newspapers or or-
ganisations are not counsidered for pub-
lication.

». LAL Rl S R
™




"

Ienged thé Government ‘
to lift: medla restnctwns
“if it hias successfully
stemmed unrest?. ...,
.. “This will show they-

‘. have nothmg to fear T8

By e

spokesman 'said. "

rs-JJw

!l‘he Black Sash was re- |

K spondmg fo an’ announce-

"ment by Information
Mmlster Mr Stoffel- van"
‘der-Merwe that.there had
been a dramatic decrease:
-in 'the-number:of unrest-

|.rélated.deathssince the

1mposnt1on of the, state Lof_

emergericy,

A Cabinet. Mlmsten ‘al-

leged‘ that, unrest; flgures
|, given by the Gg rnment
. had not.been’ crg:lcised by
| ‘organisations stich"as
_Black Sash. o

““This’ is not true " the

’ Sash spokesman sa1cl
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The Albany::Black Sash in the

Eastern Cape has condemned

the deaths.of four people in an
ineident. involving three South
African Police “kitskonstabels?
in Grahamstown on February 2.

The four were killed and five
wounded while special comsta-
bles were guarding a school in
Grahamstown’s Tantyi town-
ship. . )
_ A police spokesman previous-
ly said the three went to investi-
gate after-they were fired -at

| from a township house. . 1

The Albany Black Sash said:
“The SAP special force receive
a pitiful three weeks’ trainidg
before they are sent into blagk
townships, armed with guus,
sjamboks and all the powers of
regular policemen. L

. DISCIPLINE ¢

. “When -the : force was: intré-
‘duced in' September 1986, “the
Commissioner -of Police: di}-
missed fears that they would not
have the necessary discipline to
deal with the tense situation in
the townships.

. “Now it appears that we ma),y
have witnessed tragic confirma-
tion of those rejected fears a

| warnings,” the statement said. ;

The Minister of Law and
Order ha$ ordered an investiga-
tion into the shooting, and threg
men are appearing in court in
connection with the incident. 5

“We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to the bereaved families
and members of the community
who have suffered so grievously,
and call, for the immediate dis-
banding: of this ill-conceived

Lforcg;-’:’gaid the statement.




The BIack Sash sheuld
|take. cane; the orgamsa—
tion was, 1 1ot . “exploited”
dnlitg, efforts to promote
Justlce, ,,peaee and “an
endfo. apartheld” Depiuty
Informatlon Ml'mster Dr
‘Stoffelr ;van _der Merwe
lsaxd la§t'n1ght .
A statement re-
nleased in Pretona by the
,Buread' for Informatmn
"the Mmlster reacted to
reported Black' Bash
cr1t1c1sms of. a ‘television
appearance he- made ear-
lier this’ &nonth ‘
.Dr.yan’ der Merwe's
statement 'satd’ agitation
sand propaganda by those
commltted to-making-the

and:; i ultlmately over-
throwmg .the 'State by
_violerice, contmued

‘ ’Dr van der;Merwe said

A
Parhament on’ - Septem-
"ber A last"year ‘the State
 Président ‘quioted from a
letter by Mr, Istail Ebra-
him,;a senior-intelligence
operator of the ANC.

“Mr Ebrahim referred
- with; approval to the for-
matlon of a. white coali-
tion:. group wlnch among

cluded the Black Sash.

whltes must be’organised
“for” “ending thefemergen-
oy release of ‘all’ detain-

Jbanned : orgam shy
| Sapa

country ungovernable .

“othér. : orgamsatmns in-

“Mr Ebrahlm said ‘the

‘ees and: unbanmng of all.




Sash not -
d_— chief
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S /L By Claire Robertson;Pretoria Bureau - i
The Black Sash has rejected a warning by deputy Information Min-
ister Dr Stoffel van der Merwe to beware of being exploited in its
efforts to promote justice, peace and an end to apartheid. ~
Deputy Information Minister Dr Stoffel van der Merwe last week
issued a statement in which he said the intention of “those who
woild ‘éstablish a society very different from the ideal \'F{hiclf the
:BlackSash claims to espouse” wasto exploit the organisation,
./Mrs Mary Burton, president ™ - ’
of ‘the Black Sash, today reject-
ed'this warning. as “an attempt
't ward off the' devastating ef-
-fects of criticisin we have made”
of Govérnment policies”™: . °
i\ ~“There séerns to be a ‘concert-
“ed"attempt by the Government |
“to 'portray the Black Sash as
~naive and foolish, vulnerable.to
y other organisa-

‘mahipulation b
“tions,” Shb:s;aid.'““ R
““lerfig’Black Sash has, for near-
‘ly §2 years, maintained its inde-
' péndence and' concérn for,, civil
‘righits and-its commitment to’
‘democratic principles.”. .. .
“..In "his 'statement Dr van der :
Merwé, said the Black. Sash -ac-
| cuséd’the Government of trying
to “Smear organisations and in-
dividuals who ‘are motivated by,
‘a sincere desire, for ‘justice,
peace and an end to apattheid.”
" ““Dr, van der Meriwe referred to
a'so-called white coalitioni group
“or, front which included. the
BlackSash. = = .
“The Black Sash .was not dic-
tated to by any outsideorgani-
sations, said Transvaal Black"
Sash'chairman Mrs Ethel Walt.
“““Ii'has always been,complete-
ly independent, Our aims have
been, to work ‘for justice and
“'peace'in a non-racial South Afri-
“ca., Thésé should be the-aims of
Dt van der Merwe and the State
. President,”. said Mrs Walt told
Thé Star today. _—
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portant symbol in the fight
against apartheid, according to
Professor Jakes Gerwel, who
spoke at a public meeting during
the organisation's annual confer-
ence.

Addressing about 750 people at the
Claremont Civic Centire last night,
Professor Gerwel, rector of the Uni-
versity of the Western Cape, said it
could not be denied there were many
differences in the groundswell of op-
position to apartheid, but toleration of
differences was part of democracy.,

“Apartheid is
the problem, not £~
the differences !
we have with
each other in the
broad democrat-
ic movement,”
he said.

Democracy
demanded that
people share its
values and show |
the isolation of §
the minority | = "
agll‘:lggr;gys.lstlng Prof Jakes Gerwel

The election might be seen as an
exercise in futility, but even in the
flutterings of white politics could be
seen the effects of extra-parliamenta-
ry politics.

The- election indicated that even
with all the curbs at the State’s com-
mand it could not completely hide the
real state of affairs, which should en-
courage the opposition to demonstrate

g

its wish_for a democracy,

THE Black Sash has been an im-

for justice
highlighted

There were three aspects to apart-
heid — discrimination, exploitation
and repression, with repression now
the major element.

Highlighting the repressive nature
of the society was the sphere in which
the Black Sash had played such an
irportant role,

Mrs Mary Burton, national presi-
dent of the Black Sash, said that as
the might of the Nationatist Govern-
ment crumbled it was not too early to
plan for the future.

The Black Sash was committed to
full, equal adult suffrage and negotia-
tions towards this would have to be
preceded by the release of political
prisoners and the unbanning of or-
ganisations.

A just peace

Although the emergency regula-
tions denied the use of peaceful ave-
nues of pressure-that had been used
before, peoplé could reject some op-
tions offered them by the State.

They could learn from neighbouring
countries that the country should be
preparing for a just peace, not a war
that could not be won.

People who believed in a just soci-
ety and with skills to contribute to-
wards it were needed.

They should stay and make their
contribution by “appropriating our
common history” and exerting unre-
lenting pressure on the weak point of
the ruling system.

(Report by R Usher, 122 St George's
Street, Cape Town.)
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‘Sash report
on plight of
watchmen -

bt v
Security"guards and
watchmen form a special
group of abused workers,
claims the Black Sash.

Problems cited in a re-
port are a lack of train-
ing for guards, pay helow
the legal minimum, long
hours and lack of ade-
quate eguipment for a
dangerous job.

The report guotes the
case of a guard who was
arrested and charged for
Possessing a firearm
without a license — “a
firearm ‘issued to him by
his empleyer. The firm
refused to intervene in
any way. They fired him
instead”.

When he left, the guard
was made to return the
uniform which he had
purchased — without any

refund.
Journar

For every one who be

By Jo-Anne Collinge

For every person who has benefited from the
Government’s reform measures “there are
many hundreds whose condition is immeasur-
ably worse than it was a year ago — who are
poorer, more frustrated and much more angry”,
according to the Black Sash.

The warning was sounded at the Black Sash confer-
ence today in a report based o 16 181 interviews held
in the organisation’s Johannesburg advice office,

The report views the conduct of unscrupulous em-
ployers, in addition to the failure of “reform”, as joint
causes of this growing anger.

The repeal of the pass laws has not decreased the
need for the Sash advice service, the report states. In
fact the number of interviews in 1986 represented an
increase of 13 percent on the 1985 figure.

“There is an entirely new system of law but there
is no real freedom of movement, There are new
names to Government offices but the same officials
continue to deal with the public.”

The report, by former Black Sash president Mrs
Sheena Duncan and Johannesburg researcher Ms Joy
Harnden, strongly attacks exploitative employers.

“Deplorable employment practices continue. For
every company which has an organised labour force
and positive employment practices there must be 10

enefits from reform . ...
Ireds are
f — Sash

By

\

I

@ ége‘\,)\%?f

“

M

others which exploit their workers and cheat them of
their legal rights,” the report says.

“Advice workers are astounded at the widespread
evasion of legal obligations by employers and the
amount of downright illegal behaviour.”

At least 46 percent of all problems presented in
1986 arose from unemployment, says the report. Em-
ployment eomplaints included:

@ 358 cases of abuse of workers — frequently featur-
ing physical assault.

@® Unfair dismissals and retrenchments. “People
come to to the office in a group to say they were told
to leave without warning, without reasons and with-
out proper pay.

“Others complain that they arrived at work to find
the firm closed overnight, the doors locked and no
one there to deal with.” These “fly-hy-night” com-
panies are most difficult to trace. They leave their
workers without UIF cards, without pay, without tax
certificates, without redress, says the report.

“Many workers get severance pay without any
statement of a breakdown of the payment.”

@ Pension fund inefficiency. Funds are struggling
to keep pace with the demands on them, the report
says. “Inefficiency heightens the retrenched and dis-
missed worker’s plight. People are faced with inor-
dinately long waiting periods. Files are lost or des-
troyed.”

@ See Page 13.
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~ Black Sash finds

Lives of blacks no

By Jo-Anne Collinge

* The euphoric “Hamba dompas!” advertising
which accompanied the scrapping of the pass
laws has all but faded from mind. Black people
are getting to grips with the reality of the new
identity system and the difficulties of regaining

o BT LRl T RS AN e e &

haos, misery in wake of scrappi

' ng of pass laws

easier

“But — there is always a BUT in the reform pro-
cess in South Africa — she cannot live anywhere law-
fully. She has no hope of obtaining a rented house in a
black township. She has never been able o getontoa
waiting list and lists are thousands of families long,
dating back almost 20 years, Lists are irrelevant now.

l

If you can pay you will get a Hoiisé. If you cannot

Proving one’s date of birth in the absence of a bap-
tismal certificate or without registration of birth re-
mains a major challenge. “In Johannesburg it is no
easier than it was before July 1, 1986 (the demise of the
pass laws), to persuade reluctant officials that affida-
vits can constitute the only proof of birth.”

@ Continued “pass” raids: “We begin to wonder wheth-

their South African citizenship.

No non-GGovernmental group is in a better position to
monitor this than the Black Sash. In its Johannesburg
Advices Office alone, the Sash had dealt with about 600
cases by early this year.

Its verdict on the administration of the new scheme?
“One huge mess and a great deal of confusion.”

The judgment is contained in the Johannesburg of-
fice’s report to the annual Sash conference, written by
influx control expert Mrs Sheena Duncan and re-
searcher Ms Joy Harnden.

They itemise the kinds of administrative hitches that
are bedevilling the lives of black people.

@ Pension refusal: The report speaks of a “spate” of
complaints that old people cannot not apply for pen-
sions until they received their new ID books. “One rea-
.son giveniwas that the computer had been pro-

1 grammed to deal with the new 13-digit identity num-

bers and could not cope with the old ones.”

@ Birth date errors: In the past black people had no
' way of knowing what date of birth had been entered
against 4heir names in the Population Register. They
detected errors only when they tried to apply for pen-
sions. Now the first six digits of the ID number consti-
tute the birth date. For the first time they are able to
see what their recorded birth date is. It is often wrong.

er these things are really a thing of the past. In one
10-day period E/mm.mcnumnw this year five people in dif-
ferent suburbs pliened to report that police were stop-
ping peeple in the strects demanding passes. The word-
ing of the Act is more polite — ‘An authorised offi-
cer ... may at any time request any person reasonably
presumed to have attained the age of 16 years to prove
his identity without delay’ — but it amounts to the
same thing if policemen are going to stop ordinary
people of the streets in an arbitrary fashion.”

Lives made Hell

© The housing catch: There are cases of people who
never qualified for a pass book but who should manage
to gain the new ID document. Often.these are people
whose lives were “made Hell” by regular “arrest and
endorsement out of the urban areas where they had
always lived but could not prove in black-and-white
their right to be there. The report cites the case of a

»'Mrs Mosala who visited the Advice Office “for the

umpteenth time on August 19, 1978. “We were able
to tell her that she can now get the new ID and that for
the first time in her life she could apply for housing
and look for work without being scared".

' pay you wor’t. She cannot pay.”
@ Establishing residence: For the restoration of citi-
zenship to persons from independent homelands — one-
third of black persons in South Africa — it is necessary
to establish permanent residence in South Africa.
Officials appear to be entering the homeland address
as the “permanent address” of applicants, even if the
applicant himself has lived for years in “white” South
Africa and only his family remains in the homeland.
“It must be remembered that many people from the
now independent homelands have worked in South
Africa’s cities for many many years. The-only reason
they never brought their families to town is that the
law did not allow them to do s0.”
@ Physical removal: Thousands of people have been
deprived of a chance to regain South African citizen-

+ighip because they have been removed from their ho-

mes in South Africa to a homeland. The report cites the
case of Mr Baveng, a Tswana from Delareyville, who
was removed in 1978 to a rudimentary township in
Bophuthatswana. “Because he and his family are no

longer resident in South Africa he is_not eligible-to

have his South African citzenship restored to him.”

The report concludes that Sash advice workers see
no real movement towards justice and democracy ei-
ther in the law itself or in general Government policy.
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THE state of emergency pro-
claimed on June 12 1986 is ex-
actly nine months old. We are
told that political violence is
waning, after having claimed
at least 2 387 lives in the past
2Y2 years.

Yet we hear from townships
all over the country of the des-
pair and distress and anger
felt by people suffering under
the repressive presence of the
forces of the state, We know
that thousands have been de-
tained under security legisla-
tion and that many of them re-
main in detention. We know
that such detentions have not
ceased.

The difficulty of finding out
very much about them, the
widespread concern about the
conditions in which they are
heid, and the impotence of the
courts to secure their release,
all compound the seriousness
of the situation.

J Apart from the actions of the
security forces, during these
past nine months we have seen
the closure of many schools,
the presence of community
guards and “special consta-
‘ bles” in the townships (with or

without the assistance of the
SADF and the SAP), and also
the severest press restrictions
South Africa has known so far.

N

{| What kind of legacy
will the next genera-
tion inherit?

The impact on the lives of
the majority of South Africans
has been severe: daily life has
been disrupted; many commu-
nities have lost their respected
leaders and experienced frag-
mentation and disorganiza-
tion; horrifying accounts have
been received about the treat-
ment of detainees; parents are
profoundly disturbed at re-
ports that ex-detainees under
th age of 21 years have attend-
ed specialbcourses atl“youth
centres” about which, 184t
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Extracts from Black Sash presi-
dent MARY BURTON's opening
address last night to the Sash’s
national conference in Cape
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the Cé‘gspir, is a “mine-resis-
tant vehicle for the civil sec-
tor”.

* The Rooibok is a basie
mine-protected capsule de-
signed by the CSIR and mount-

It is painfully clear
- ——

Town.

strategies and to draw on in-
creasingly sophisticated tac-
tics. The National Security
Council and its specialized
network of Joint Management
Centres and their component
parts are ensuring that infor-
mation-gathering becomes
more efficient, and greater
control over the entire popula-
tion can be achieved.

Where are we to look for so-
lutions to South Africa’s cri-
sis?

The present critical phase of
the struggle to effect real
change in South Africa e¢an be
dated from the introduction of
the new tricameral constitu-
tion in 1984.

Those who voied “Yes” in
the referendum which preced-
ed it were optimistic that won-
drous change would result,
and it was thought that its mo-
mentum would carry the
government further along the
road to power-sharing than it
intended or could envisage.

Instead, the tricameral par-
liament has failed to achieve
even what it set out to do. If its
credentials were dubious to
start off with, it has now been
severely discredited.

It was bad enough that the
State President should reveal
his contempt for his junior
partners by his public humili-
ation of Mr Allan Hendrickse.
Even before that, however, the
progress of legislation through
Parliament last year revealed
the inherent flaws in their par-
ticipation in the system.
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force and the more its strue-
tures become entrenched, the
harder it will be to dismantle.
We are convinced that along
this road lies disaster.

The most logical, the most
peaceful, the most just dispen-
sation for South Africa can
only be reached through a
commitment to ending apart-
heid and building a non-racial
democracy with full and equal
adult suffrage.

The negotiations which
might get us there will have to
be preceded by the release of
politieal prisoners and the un-
banning of organizations; and
whatever new constitutional
arrangement is devised, it
must ensure the recognition,
and protection by law of basic
human rights and freedoms —
of person, conscience, speech,
information, movement, meet-
ing and association.

The laws of the country must
provide for control over the
power of the state, and not for
unfettered control by the state
over the people.

That kind of society may
seem a long way out of our
reach, but as the might of the
National Party government
crumbles away after nearly 40
years in power, it is not too
early to plan and work for it.

It is one of the straws of hope
for the future that in spite of
everything people are doing
precisely this. We see the
democratic trade unions
building worker strength and
organization, and looking out-
wards to the community in
which they are based.

pue alqefieAe Aaa) 2

papadxa si 4
yeom Afereusd pau
sisrad  Apuan

{eal 1 AfjeuigIew

Srreryresr

aIe Sa701 pue pu:fsnt 1eau Ajgrgold st pusi |

: sddorp s3I JO S2IBl
T Xioon .IQNP spuny W23-Hous

“paussso] sypodwy woy U

I LR

ed on a pick-up truck.

O We can choose to stay and
work for our common future in
South Africa. We do not blame
those who decide they cannot
bring up young children in this
violent society, or who leave
because they cannot in con-
science serve in the South
African Defence Force, or who
cannot reconcile themselves to
living wrth 1njustice. But we
believe that people with skills
to offer and the willingness to
contribute to an open society
are needed here.

If, then, we reject these two
classic fight or flight re-
sponses, how do we face the
future and contribute to it?

{a) We can appropriate our
common history. We need peo:.
ple's education too.

{b) We can prepare ourselves
to accept the inevitable growth
of our cities into major urban
cenires where the majority of
our fellow city-dwellers will
be black and will thus more
accurately reflect the reality
of the South African popula-
tion

(c)Most of all we need to
maintain an unrelenting pres-
sure on whatever weak points
we can find in the system that
rules us, so as to hasten the day
when the negotiations I have
ispoken of can take place at
ast.

The truth is a power-
ful tool and we must
use it with courage
and confidence.

The state of emergency regu-
lations make this mora 437,
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JOHANNESBURG — The

director of the Black Sash

Johannesburg advice
office, Mrs Sheena Dun-
can, said today that the
Sash was not asked to
help pay for the cost of
. publishing advertise-
ments calling for the un-
- banning of the African
National Congress. ‘
The Sash and 14 other
organisations ‘lent their
support to the advertise-
ment that appeared in
newspapers on January 8.

-_uslied fo
help pay for ANC ad

Mrs Duncan, who is a past
president of the Sash, was
subpoenaed to appear
today before the Munnik
Commission of Inquiry in
Johannesburg,

She said a Mr Derek
Hanekom and another
man visited her after the
advice office was closed
for the Christmas recess,

She assumed the other
man was from the United
Democratic Front,

Though introduced, she
forgot his name,

She was shown a pic-
ture of Mr Yusuf Surtee,

She said this was not
the man. - .

The two men asked
whether the Sash would
support the advertise-
ment. ™

Mrs Duncan said the
Black Sash would support
the advertisement as it
contained nothing the
Sash had not said many
times before,

The group was not
asked to contritute to-
wards the cost, she said.

R ) . ... il
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problems highlighted

Staff Reporter

PROBLEMS with unemployment in-
surance benefits and pension and dis-
ability grants for detainees were high-
lighted in a report by the Port
Elizabeth advice office at the Black
Sash National Conference.

At a session on advice office reports,
the director of the PE Advice Office,
Mrs Shelagh Hurley, said their office

. had appealed without success against

the .loss of UIF benefits for their
clients as a result of being detained.

The report cited the example of a
“Mr T who lost his job in April last
vear after 18 years, and immediately
Feigistered for unemployment bene-
its.

“As he was signing for one of his
benefits he was detained and his un-
employed wife and eight children
were left destitute,” the report said.

On his release, the time period for
applying for benefits had expired.

“In order to qualify for UIF benefits
a contributor must be capable of and
available for work. Consequently the
UIF board in Pretoria turned down
his appeal for benefits,”” she said.

The Black Sash is currently waiting
for a written explanation of the deci-
sion of the UIF board.

Although the conference dealt with
all aspects of work covered by the
organization, special problems aris-
ing out of the state of emergency re-
ceived particular attention.

In another case the Black Sash
found that detainees and family mem-
bers were being refused pension and
disability grants on the grounds that
“they were no longer in need” as they
were in prison “where all their bodily
needs were taken care of”,

The Advice Office report said an
agent of the Department of Constitu-
tional Development and Planning in-
formed them that pensions and grants

were “for the individual

only” and family mem-
bers were “not meant to
share this".

After representations
to the department in
Pretoria, the advice
office found that power
of attorney would be
given to other family

members for grant pay-
ments, and the depart-
ment was asked by the
. | Black Sash to make back
payments to anyone who
lost payment in this way.

— T— — —
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ght system
~of Injustice

By CLARE HARPER

The organization charged the NSMS

THE Black Sash will work “more With operatmg ;'behmd a cloak of se-

strenuously than ever against the
system of injustice” and will use
the coming election to “raise is-
sues which voters should be
thinking about”, Mrs Mary Burton

crecy”’, being “profoundly undemo-
cratic” and “dominated by the mili-
tary and police”,

The conference condemned the de-
tention of thousands of South Africans
throughout the country, who were de-

WES said yes terday after being re- tained “without benefit of due process
elected natmgﬁl; president of the. of law”. _
Black Sds for/the second year The_tc_onfe_renlce accedptfd th%t this

Fou B opposition “is also our du ¥y’ an com-

— rustilrélgg {gslpla;ifﬂlg at the end of the Mitted itself to “unrelenting epposi-

Hea four ey ahsil niions contnenc o1 o aparheid, contming cope,

ot
- in Rond bgscij al! which 200 members, ‘reform’ is being used to d1sgulse the

delegat ,saé _d'\;qbservers from around
the coufitryFpfesented reports on
Black Sas ivities.

She ibed some of the reports

from ‘the'various regions as “deeply
distur] g'?%"%artlcularly reports on
ulmpovgﬂsmg nt and the ‘‘terrible

FoTl B wwhich people were

day fo;; he; -time since the decla-
ratl %{qtnqjgeﬁlergency of June 12,
reg’o T

Qr;demn this resort (by gov-

way power is consolidated in the
hands of the national security council
and the ruling party”.

The Black Sash reaffirmed its oppo-
sition to forced removals and “de-
plored” Mr Chris'Heunis’s' statement

that at least 21973 peopIe would be
moved in 1987.

“The contention that these removals

are to the benefit of the communities

*concerned dnd not politically in-

spired is totally fallacious,” the con-
ference said.

erfimnetisto increased repression. The conference further condemned
s nmnug);l 1 for an:end t(l,) repressive the continued detention of children
X mr;:)o clfes under state of emergency regulations,

r’f f'xk;}(fﬂ'fﬁ work more strenuously than and noted that the Child Care Act

«fthat is plunging our country into
ever-deepening confliet”,

O To work for the achievement of a
just, democratlc, non-racial society in
a reunited South Africa.

In a statement condemning the
National Security Management Sys-
tem (NSMS), the conference stated its
“alarm”.that “‘behind the facade of
parliamentary rule”, the NSMS had
taken over the real government of the
country. -4

¥yeyer against the system of injustice affords children no protection.

“These arbitrary detentions are vio-
lations of justice which could lead to a
backlash of such hatred that all hopes
of a just, democratie future will be
destroyed,” the conference stated,
and demanded the immediste release
of detained children.

0O Mrs Di Bishop and Mrs Margaret
Nash were re-elected as vice-presi-
dents and Mrs Rosemary van Wyk
Smith was elected as a third wce-
president. — —
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SHEENA DUNCAN- of the Black
Sash, giving evidence before the
Munnik Commission, said she was
not told who would fund the “Un-
ban the ANC” advertisements
when asked whether she would
support them.

Neither was the Black Sash

. | .asked to make any contribution to-

wards the funding, Duncan — di-
rector of the Sash’s Transvaal ad-
vice office — told the inguiry
yesterday.

The commission is sitting in the
~“Rand Supreme Court under the
chairmanship of Cape Chief Jus-
tice Mr Justice Munnik. The depu-
ty Attorney-Genreral of the Cape —
Francois van Zyl, 8 C — is leading
evidence for the commission.u

Duncan concurred with Mr Jus-
fice Munnik that there “was a
clear understanding that yon
would not be expected to make any
contribution towards the cost of
the advert”.

She said she had been approach-
ed by a Derek Hanekom before last
Christmas and asked whether the
Black Sash would add its name to
the list of supporters of the adver-
tisements.

“And 1 said: ‘Yes, certainly, the
Black Sash could support it, be-
cause it contained nothing that we
as an organisation have not said
many times before’.”

The commission later heard that
five days before the advertise-
ments appeared, United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) national trea-
surer Azhar Cachalia had said

MUNNIK COMMISSION -

Funding the UDF’s “¢h

PATRICK BULGER

there was a “shortfall” in the
UDF’s funds and that he was pessi-
mistic about raising the R100 000
for them at short notice.

According to an affidavit sub-
mitted to the commision by attor-
ney Krish Naidoo, who placed the
advertisements for the UDF, Ca-
chalia had told him on January 2
that he would, however, try to ob-
tain the fonds.

“During the early part of the
afternoon of January 6, I received

" acall from Cachalia, who said that

he had a bank cheque for
R100000.”

Naidoo said he was first app-
roached on December 21 last year
by Murphy Morobe, acting public-
ity secretary of the UDF.

Not illegal

“He advised me thai the UDF
had decided to have adverts insert-
ed in a number of newspa
throughout the country which
would call for the unbanning of the
EO.:

He related how he had then
visited the offices of The Star
newspaper in Johannesburg and
SA Associated Zma.q%mvmnm {Saan
— now Times Media Limited),
whose lawyers decided the adver-
tisements were not illegal. He also

found out that the mnqmnm.ﬂm@muﬁ

CODUNCAN . .. not told who
would fund UDF advertisements

would cost a ftfotal of about
R100 000.

On January 29 he again spoke to
Morobe, who said he should con-
tact Cachalia who would arrange
the financing.

After receiving the cheque, he
made out four cheques: to The Star
{for R62 726), to the Weekly Mail
{R1680), to New Nation (R1 296)
and to City Press (R5670). _

Naidoo later made out a cheque
in favour of Saan for R32 054, after

SRECAILs

"
¥

learning that both Business Day
and the Sunday Times had
agreed to accept the advertise-
ments.

The advertisements subsequent-
ly m_u%mm_.mn in 16 newspapers
around the counfry.

“On January 9, I received a
cheque for R5 000, being the contri-
bution from the SA Council of
Churches towards the adverts,”
Naidoo said.

“On February 4, I received a
cheque from Saan for R25 704, be-
ing in respect of the advert which
had not been published in the Sun-
day Times.

Refused overdraft

“On February 16, I received a
chegque from Argus for R13 608 in
respect of the adverts not pub-
lished in The Siar, the Sunday
Tribune and the Natal Mercury.”

At the start of yesterday’s pro-
ceedings, Johannes Greyvenstein
— manager of the Sauer Street
branch of Volkskas Bank, where
“Mr Z” (Yusuf Surtee) kept an
account — said that he had refused
Surtee overdraft facilities without
security.

Greyvenstein said Surtee had
never given any indication that he
was in a position to bring accounts
to the bank.

The hearing continues today,
when Cachalia is due fo give evi-
dence.

C—
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What reform?

For a few days in Cape Town last week, the
Black Sash annual conference managed ina
small way to draw the media spotlight away
from white party -politics, Its focus was on
the enormous problems still facing SA de-
spite “reform” and the relative calm brought
on by emergency rule,

The four days of discussion were a sober-
ing reminder by a band of dedicated, mainly
white, women of what is happening “on the
other side of the tracks” in black communi-
ties around the country.

In her opening address, Mary Burton, who
was later re-glected national president, was
not short on the traditional emotionalism

Contraued on Page 53
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from the chair. Despite official claims that
unrest was waning under the emergency, she
told delcgates, “we hear from townships all
over the country of the despair and distress
and anger felt by people suffering under the
repressive presence of the forces of the

State.”

Burton said the cmergency regulations
made it even more dif ficult for organisations
such as the Black Sash to work towards
into negotiations
aimed at a non-racial and just society.

“Despite all the restrictions on publishing
information, we must continue to try to €x-
pose the facts as we witness them. The truth
is a powerful tool and we must use it with
courage and confidence ... We can assure
other white South Africans, from our own
experience, that non-racialism is alive and

pressuring government

structure.

forward to in the future depends on

now.”

larly enlightening.

Sash president Sheena Duncan and

“reform.”

ment.” Complaints include:

often featuring physical assault;

proper pay.

employers and the amount of downright il-
legal behaviour. At least 46% of all problems
presented in 1986 arcse from unemploy-

0 Many (358) cases of abusc of workers,

[0 Unfair dismissals and retrenchments.
“People come to the office in a group to say
they were told to leave without warning and
without reasons being given and without

“Others complain that they arrived at
work to find the firm closed overnight, the
doors locked and no one there to deal with.
These “fly-by-night” companies are most
difficult to trace. They leave their workers

the facts

certificates, without redress,

well in this country, if mot in its governing

“The quality of the society we can look

the

quality of the contribution we make to it

Reports from the organisation’s regional
executives and advice offices were particu-

First, the Johannesburg advice office —
the busiest in the country. Former Black

re-

searcher Joy Harnden reported that 16 181
interviews conducted Jast year at the Johan-
nesburg advice office showed mounting an-
ger among blacks. This was blamed on “un-
scrupulous employers” and the failure of

The report says the repeal of the pass laws

without UIF cards, without pay, without tax

“Many workers get severence pay without
any statement of a breakdown of the pay-
ment. ‘We are paid from the till’ and “We ar¢

last year has far from made the Black Sash
advice offices redundant. The number of
interviews conducted in Johannesburg in
1986 was 13% up on the previous year.

“There is an entirely new system of law,
but there is no real freedom of movement.
There are new names to government offices,
but the same officials continue to deal with
the public. The burcaucratic obstruction,
which we have complained about 50 often in
the past, continues unabated,

“Deplorable employment practices con-
tinue. For every company which has an orga-
nised labour force and positive employment
practices there must be 10 others which
exploit their workers and cheat them of their
legal rights,” the report claims.

“Advice workers are astounded at the
widespread evasion of legal obligations by

just given cash with nothing’ are frequently
heard from workers,” according tc the re-
searchers; and

O Pension fund inefficiency. Funds are
struggling to keep pace with the demands on
them.

“Inefficiency heightens the retrenched
and dismissed worker’s plight. People are
faced with inordinately long waiting periods,
Files are lost or destroyed,” the report says.

Other regional reports highlight increas-
ing black poverty, particularly in rural areas
and often related to unemployment and/or
alleged employer malpractices, the deepen-
ing crisis in black education and the plight of
emergency detainces and their families. M
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Own Correspondent -

JOHANNESBURG. — Mrs
Sheena Duncan of the Black
Sash, giving evidence before
the Munnik Commission, said
she was not told who would
fund the “Unban the ANC”
advertisements when asked
whether she would support
them.

Neither was the Black Sash
asked to make any contribution
towards the funding, Mrs Duncan
— director of the Sash’s Trans-
vaal advice office — told the in-
quiry yesterday.

The commission is sitting in the
Rand Supreme Court under the
chairmanship of Cape Chief Jus-
tice Mr Justice Munnik. The dep-

uty Attorney-General of the Cape,
Mr Francois van Zyl, 8C, is lead-
ing evidence for the commission,

Mrs Duncan said she had been
approached by Mr Derek Hane-
kom before last Christmas and
asked whether the Black Sash
would add its name to the list of
supporters of the advertise-
ments.

«and I said: ‘Yes, certainly, the
Black Sash could support it, be-
cause it contained nothing that
we as an organization have not
said many times before'.”

The commission later heard
that five days before the adver-
tisements appeared, UDF
national treasurer Mr Azhar Ca-
.chalia had said there was a
“shortfall” in the UDF!s funds
and that he was pessimistic about

raising the

R100 000 at
short notice.
According to
an affidavit
submitted to
the commision
by attorney Mr
Krish Naidoo,

who placed the

All your Storage needs under your own lock and key

advertisements
for the UDF, Mr
Cachalia had
told him on

January 2 that he would, how-
ever, try to obtain the funds.

“During the early part of the
afternoon of January 6, I received
a call from Cachalia, who said
that he had a bank cheque for
R100 000.”

Mr Naidoo said he was first ap-
proached on December 21 last
yvear by Mr Murphy Morobe, act-
‘i}lngublicity secretary of the

“He advised me that the UDF
had decided to have adverts in-
serted in a number of news-
papers throughout the country
which would call for the unban-
ning of the ANC.”

He said he had then visited the
offices of The Star in Johannes-
burg and SA Associated News-
papers (SAAN — now Times Me-
dia Limited), whose lawyers
decided the advertisements were |,
not illegal. He also found out that
the advertisements would cost a
total of about R100 000. '

On January 29 he again spoke
to Mr Morobe, who said he should
contact Mr Cachalia who would
arrange the financing,

The hearing continues today
with Mr Cachalia due to give evi-
dence.
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[+ By Jo-Anne Collinge
hMany would-be pension-
ers have found the new
identity document more
of a curse than a blessing,
"‘the Johannesburg Black
“'Sash reports.

: In some instances pen-
“'sion applicants have been
Otold that their application
“must be postponed until
{they have their new IDs.
¢ According to the Black

Sash, one Johannesburg

pension applicant was
stold to return in April as
.ithe office was dealing
,.only with identity docu-

tment applications.
- The official policy of
s the Department of De-
~velopment Planning is
Athat identity document
—and pension applications

should be taken simultan-

eously, says deputy direc-

..tor Mr 8 J Verwey.
“  He said the old,docu-
., ments presented adminis-
_trative problems as the
.computer had been pro-
ﬂ.grammed to take the
new-format ID number.
But this was not a good
enough reason to delay
~-the pension application,
‘he explained, and added
“‘that formal instructions
“'to process pension and 1D
® applications simultan-
1'eously would soon be sent
: out to all pension clerks.

t"ual:,‘lﬂﬁv'.__
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|Police confiscate
four Sash posters

Staff Reporter” .
FOUR Black Sash posters

.{ bearing the words “Why can't
‘we call for the release of de-’
|| tainees?” were confiscated by
-| the police today.

More than 80 members had
been taking part in a “stand” in

Sea Point, Rosebank, Ronde--

bosch, Claremont, Wynberg,
Plumstead and Muizenberg.
Black Sash president{ Mrs
Mary Burton was held for an
hour at Rondebosch police sta-

-tion. |

“The police made it quite
clear I was not under arrest,
although we were questioned,”
she said. .

Mrs Burton said that after
the security police arrived,
they were told the police had
“misinterpreted” the situation
and they were free to go.

Their posters were returned.

Black Sash member Mrs
Jenny Boraine said she was ap-
proached by police at 7.50am
while standing on Rondebosch
Common. -

She said they told her they

. Claremont.

had official permission to con-
fiscate the poster.

“T am extremely angry. They
had no right fo take it. We had
official permission from the
City Council to be on the
streets this morning,” she said.

“I demand the police return
our posters.”

WILL NEGOTIATE
The co-ordinator of the
“stands”, Ms Anne Finsen, said
four posters were confiscated
by police in Wynberg and -

Mrs Burton said they inter-
preted the police’s “misinter-
pretation” as meaning that the
stand was perfectly legal.

“We intend resuming our
demonstration at 4.30 this af-
ternoon. We shall have to nego-
tiate with the police to get our
four posters back from the
Wynberg police station.”

Police spokesman Lieutenant
Attie Laubscher confirmed two
posters had been confiscated
and taken to the Wynberg po-
lice station. No-one had bee
arrested. ’

—
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TWO miétibers of. the, Black' Sash™ earing placards
in Roridebiosch were yesterday briefly détained and
questiged. ' T o CWORSES

Armigd with'placards reading “Why Carn't We Call
For The Release Of Detainees?”, the. Black Sashi
manned’ one-person -pickets yesterday, in";gariqqu
pointsithiroughout - the Peninstla.: - - L

Confirminig the' police dction, a police lidifoibi-
cer for.the Western'Cape; Captain‘Jan Calitz, said
the women were'guestioned at Rondebosch police
station'about their placards,,,. i .

They were later released and' police were con-
tinuing their investigations, he 'sa_id..
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assaultmg ast

i The - Argus Correspon ent .
| EAST LONDOLL., — A Duncan Village reSTagat was
assaulted by municipal police when fhe L inquired
- about a radio they had taken from him, it was
" claimed in :papers before the Grahamstown Su-:

premeh‘Com:t 3
‘,‘"Mr ilstice Kannemeyer granted an mferlm of-
denlrpstr‘ammg the. municipal police from assault-
ing; o; ‘threatening Mr Anthony MacKiben, La trans-

lator in the Black Sash advice office.

Thera phcatmn ‘was: brought. on, behalf of Mrr '
MacKlben by . his mother, Mrs -Olga MacKlben,
. against the Gompo Town Commlttee under«whose
authorlty ‘the’ pohce fall. ' Ok S

h return date is' May 21, PO

) Inwa 'aiﬁdawt Mr .MacKiben said ‘poll%e;; t(}ok
hls‘?i‘)ortable radio when they stopped and searched’
h1m¢rwh11e he was walkmg in the street on Algprx} 10,

‘ y

'Whén fie went to’ mqulre abouf the radm,fh. w ;j"
4
M
%

taken into an’ office and assaulted, he sald“i«-%ri ¥

A mumcxpal pollceman struck him “w1th‘§an -opel n
hand in the face; an elbow in the stomach and with
a fist in the mouthand eye”, Two other pohceme
were présent throughout the assault, he said.." P

HlS radic was handed;back later and he sald one’:
of the policemen had threatened that “if-he saw me
in the street he will do somethmg"to me and m1ght
even shoot me”.
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Sash worker

FQ A BLACK Sash worker wag assaulted
= by municipal police in Duncan Village
NS after Inquiring about 3 1adio they hag
taken from him, it wag é]ai'med in
papers thig Wweek before the
RS Grahamstoiyy preme Coyry”
%“ Mr Justice. Kannemeyer issued an
0N interim interdicy restraining the
“greénfligs”. from aé'sauj;i:ig or
thrgatening Anthony Ma'cKiben,
employed in the Black Sagh Advice
ffice as 5 translator, - S
N an -affidayi; - ‘before court,
MatKiben said police hag taken g
pdrtablemadio-he had cIipp.f:‘q o hig
belt when they stopped and’searched
im in the street o April- 10, ang
when he wer; 10 inguire about the
Tadio, he was 14k into an offjce and
assauiteqd, . o
“His radjo pag been handed back 14 ’
himlater, he sajq, amid thregrg from

Y alleged assaujt Who, he saidy
threateneqd that “if he saw me'ip the
Street he wiji do'sbmethin'g o me, and
Might eyep shoot me »

-MacKiben said he had pog Stayed at
home since the a.llegeq‘a;sau,];s‘ but had
slept in Mdéﬁts‘é’n‘e,:;goingcwswork
early angd Telurming la!(:i‘.foﬁh‘_t{diﬁ" the

Municipaj Policerg - WO
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How® ftch-longer? Sash ask
oW Jlopger? Sash asks
JOHANNESBURG. — 8 th Affisa is worl] three years had come out of the townships
of a greater love than biind adh to and into the cities, the statement said.
policies that have wrecked the economy and How much longer before it knocked on
seen thousands die in townships and now on suburban doors?
city streets, the Black Sash said in a state- “How much longer before white South
ment yesterday. Africans sit up and say ‘no, apartheid must
“Fhe actions at Cosatu House (trade union end, the shooting must stop’?” .
headquarters in Johannesburg raided twice - It said its aim was to see “one South
by police in the past two weeks) and the  Africa, one people”. o
shootings on the campus of the University of O Thirty-three Sash members stood apart
Cape Town should have shocked South Afri- in an hour-long demonstration at peak hour
cans to the core,” it said. yesterday morning along two of Johannes-
The “civil- war” in the country for pearly  burg’s busiest roads. — Sapa :
ll 1
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g,sfill their, mmds w1th*fear
© vand hatred, A ’

These issues had een ;
At 1gnored i ah s

. and astomshmg raclal

.4 The “lie of- aparthend

SOV

SOUTH AFRICA is worthy of a greater love than
blind adherence to policies that have wrecked the ¢ h
economy and seen thousands die in townships and e
now on city streets, the Black Sash said in a state-

ment yesterday.

1.7 “The actions at Cosatu Hoise (trade union head- Shoot

quartcrs in Johannesburg raided twice by police in the
pa‘st two weeks) and the shootings on the campus of
thc University of Cape Town should bave.shocked

South Africans to the core,” the statement said. m u St

‘m*’The “civil war™ the country had expericnced for
early three years had come out of the townships and
irito the cities, the statement said.
i’?’ How much longer before it kuocked on suburban Sto p’
151001'57 e | —
* «pow much longer before white South Afncans sit
up and say ‘no, apartheid must end, the shooting must
stop?’
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> “Chlldren need péace,
/'wé cannot detain themor

" iy x4

" #Qur children have ngb-:
be protected and. taughti
'to love, Non¢ of thi 'Wlll g

go‘vérn'ment By €0

people”, 50 th
country 5 ‘fi-ﬁo .
‘motto, “Umtywls-'
Strcngth” would be. ful~
filled. ' ,w

éctlon F
“pockmarkgd wnth trivia .

-hatred™, -
, said.

r

sreform
+ posed. "

2 “White voters thmk of "
-'your ¢hildren and the en-

* ' croaching war,” > They

Wl r‘a

statemcnt added" =t
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- Advertise
JOHANNESBURG ‘- A full-page ad-

vertiseinent relatihg to detentions
and placed by the Black Sash, was

. withdrawn by the Business Day news-

paper late on Monday on legal advice.,

This-¢came after a police warning on
Monday evening that they would con-
tinue applying restrictions on the
media — which were overturned by
the Natal Supreme Court last month

+ — because an appeal had been noted

against the judgment,

Business Day’s legal advice was that
bublishing the advert would expose
the newspaper to unaccéptable risk of
seizure,

Meanwhile, lawyers said yesterday
that the police were incorrect in de-
claring they could continue to enforce
the. emergency media regulations
scrapped by the Natal Supreme Court,
pending the state’s appeal, oisi®Y

A statement from the police public

mnt'_Wihrn |

relations division in Pretoria said the
SAP would apply the regulations.con-
cerned as in the past, until the result
of the appeal was made known, )

“The SAP will, in every instance
where the media regulations con-
cerned are breached, take steps re-
quired by the law,” it said.

However, a newspaper attorney, Mr
Peter Reynolds, said: “The judgment
in effect invalidates those portions of
the media regulations dealt with by
the judgment,

“The fact that it was given in Nata]
and that there i5 a pending appeal, do
not alter this fact, It is the law until
such time as the decision is altered;’.

An advocate said " decision -
Supreme Court laid down the'law’and
the pending appeal coiild-hot changs,
this. “In effect, the; Natalicourt,Jiad
said.there was- never any law:on'those
points,” he said. — Sapa ({3 b
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lenge. could. follow the announcement

thati kwaNdebele is to take indepen-,
December 11-

dence retrospective to
1986, - .
Chief Minister Mr George Mahlangu

announced the independence yester-’

day. ,
It follows the expulsion from the
Legislative Assembly of four promi-
fient yanti-independence activists, and
the jailing of another during the past
fortnjght.. . oL
Independence was rejected by the
Legiglative Assembly last August. * -
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Thé-Black Sash has warned that vio- - “The Transvaal chairman of the

‘Black Sash,. M3 Ethel Walt, said she
felt pessimistic about the “troubled
birth' of 'this so-called new nation —

_with:the security forces as midwife”..

*“The fact that they had to detain or
dismiss people. from the Legislative
Assembly really casts doubts that this
was a unanimous decision. !

“We are afraid there is going to be a
great deal of unrest in the area be-
cause there is opposition to indepen-
dence in the area,” she said. -

' @ See Page 4.
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mémbers of the Black

' Sash were picked up

from their pickets " in
Rondebosch by police
yesterday and, after be-

| ing held briefly for

questioning, later re-
leased along with their -
placards. oot
More than 80 mem-

'be_rs had been taking

part in a “stand” in Sea
Point, Rosebank, Ronde-
bosch, Claremont, Wyn-
berg, Plumstead and
Muizenberg. They were
armed with placards
reading “Why Can’t We
Call For The Release Of
Detainees?”,

“The national presi-
dent of the Black Sash,
Mrs Mary Burton, was
held for an hour at
Rondebosch police sta-
tion. )

i Confirming the police
action, a police liaison
officér. for. the Western
:Cape, ' Captain Jan Ca-
-litz, said the women
were questioned about
their placards at Ronde-
bosch police station.

- They were later re-
leased and police were
continuing their investi-
‘'gations, he'said. —Sapa




" Jenged the Foreign Minister .

The Black, Sash has "chaj}-" .

Mr Pik Botha: and .newspa-

| pers “who have rightly, con-

deniried: the - detention of;a
-“IA'-yﬂgar‘-old;- girl in Zim-
| papwe. to_call now for.the

|

o We call-on all

: telease of all child detaifiees
inSouth Africa and 0 'push”’
for legislation to ensuré-that -

. Y i

s parbarous practice:will

.neyeriagain ‘ogeur :in his -

~Spalding in’
i‘émihdgd"‘Squth, ol
{hiat theré-were: hundreds;of -
children in’ detention iri thiis |
«cpfuntny.,_,fwn'-" R TI
i'The statement, released
by Transvaal chal rinad Mrs’
Ethel Walt, pointed oiit that
.“yesterday was International .
. 'Children’s Day._;“";‘,', -

;“iWe call on 2 “Shuth.
Zafricans to pledge’ tolwork.

| ‘sward a just peaceifor all

children in this country.” . . -
e -call for an end to
. ¢hild detentions and for
.equal. opportunities ofor all
¢hildren.-— from. the. the
.right to live with their par-
. énts.in, adeguate shelter:{o -
tion;"

- eqal nonracialieducatio

the tatement &
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ALLENGE

: s 7% but reminded South
' challengedf‘;Foreign’:I.“Afn'cans that there weye

inister, Pik Botha and ' hundreds of children in
Rewspapers  yho have ' detention i the country,
rightly. "pondemned the  The Statement, rejegg.
detentipngf a 14-year-gl4 ed by Transvaa] chair-
girl in Zimbabwe ¢, ow - man; Mrs Ethel Walt,
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this barbargys Practice.. pledge o work toward ,
will neyer again occur jp - just Peace for all chijdre,
this country,” in this country,
In 3 © “We cal for an eng to |
- child detentiong and for |
equal Opportunities fo
alt children — from the
right to live with their |
Parents ip adequate
shelter 1o ¢qual, nop.
racial educatjon, the
Statement read,
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Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The branch of the
Black Sash here opened an advice of-
fice this year in response to requests
of assistance from the publie, the
chairman, Mrs Sue Power, said in her

report to the organisation’s annual -

meeting.,

Mrs Power, who was re-elected,
said the organisation had received
many requests for help after the de-
tention of staff members of two other
advice offices — the People’s Advice
Office and the Afesis advice office.

The Black Sash advice office
opened on March 1 this year and had
been “very busy,” she said.

The majority of cases received con-
cerned complaints against municipal
policemen, and the acquisition of
identity documents and detentions.

A field worker had been employed
and the research and work of the ad-
vice office now would be “much more
thorough,” Mrs Power said.

A fact paper on the residents of
Kwelera, who had been regarded as
part of Ciskei and were later “re-
turned to South Africa” had been pre-
pared and:would be presented to the
organisat;pn’s national conference.

Much “Work on problems ranging

from pensions, detentiors to plough-

ing had been done in the area,

Mrs Power said residents who had
experienced difficulties in obtaining
identity documents were now able to
apply to the Department of Home Af-
fairs for documents if they had affida,
vits to prove their identity. ot

Turning to Duncan Viliage, Mrs
Power said_ conditions in the town-
ship continued to be “very bad".

“The high schools have not yet re-
opened, health and welfare services
are not yet fully restored, and the
rent boycott ;till continues.”

Many menibers of the Duncan Vil-
lage Residents’ Association, which
was formed in July 1986, had been in
detention for more than a year.

Mrs Power said the Black Sash, to-
gether with other organisations, had
formed a crisis committee to assist
"Potsdam residents who fled from Cis-
kei in February this year.

Although the majority of residents
had returned to Ciskei they were be-
ing “harassed by vigilantes and the
Ciskei police” and were living in fear,
Mrs Power said.

Other executive members who
were elected at the meeting were Mrs
Pat Flemmer, (vice chairman), Mrs
Val Viljoen (treasurer) and Mrs Jean
Daphne (secretary).
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.On July 30 a, powerful: bomb is .élg-;
tonated in Johannesburg, A few
- days before that' Nobandla Bani hag

-died;in’detention at the‘age of 56—~
| after 11 months of 1mprisonme€gj:,

withoilbtrial, v " oun o
+» On' Jily 30 four Mmen"appear in Q
“Londgh, court charged: with conspir:
+ing tokidnap members:of the ANE:
;0n Jiily;9 three peoplé aré shiot déad

. In Swazland: The assassins have not-
- yet'begn identified. *: &3 s

On'Jiily 24-Eric-Mntonga. of Idasa
is agsassinated in; the ‘Eastern Cape,
On the. samé” day: Zola- Nozewu;ia
1 community leaderin. Potsdam;.is
omourdered. . e b1
., Onh July 30 thice ‘people are in.
;»"jure,dniiy.a landm{ﬂéf’explosion near
“Pont Drift.” v
jat amounts'to. an admiss on
of liability-the
Minister of Laly
and:Order pdys
‘out: R1,3'illion |
t0'/51, peoplé, who |
Suffered grievous
loss when' the!po-
licé shot 21 peopis
dead.and injured
many: more at
4 Uitenhagé ‘o
' Mis Duncan . “March 91 1985, +;«
.Does this"imean we must'ng’
longer-talk-to the South, African

Government?. ..

i

» War. is, terribl

al ¢; Violence is terri-,
’ ‘ble:dndiis to be qo‘n_dgmned,‘,bpt',‘
7 thosewho-are now; 50 vociferously
i “condetnning the-Dakar talks should,
- bellis if thiey are pacifists... - 3. 4
v, - THE Minister of Defence is cer-
‘tinly, not a ‘pacifist..Are Mr Harry,
Schwarz.and'the ‘State’ Presidént-
. pacifists? Are all those members of
-the public.who ‘condemn violenta*
" entirély fion-violent-themselves ‘ahd}*
I if s0,'are they prepared to surreridé!
“their privately owned guns? s
TES ! o

;. The ‘atiswer is’ almost certaifily’

:'“notbecause they believe that théir

Jown violence s justified while théir,
" opponents’ vidlence is not. -8

" Those, who,are truly concerned 1"

ringan' end. to: violent confli¢tin’

Il South:africa will continue to talk to

-pe n -both 'sides "of the whr..
W,

.-Wars\.do ‘ot end’ withiout talk ahd’
“mieGtin together.’ . x 1 i
i, Those: who condeimn talks affe"
-;_‘.fuellilig ‘the ‘violence' and must ac-
:iiqut x;gsgqr!51b!11ty__ﬁor,domg s0. | .
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in street
inst curbs

The,:Black Sash.said today it
woujd protest in Johannesburg
:to ’I’Erow against hew press re-
strictions. - - .
Ina statement the anti-apart-
.heid;group said: . .
.1 mhe :Black Sash is»'tapp'alli‘ad
| at’the growing arrogahge, an
autocracy of this Goyeriment,
which is treéating all peopleiwith
-increasing contempt. . E¥E -
. “Parliament can exercise lit-
tle tontrol over what appears o !
1-bérecoming a presidential’ dic-
tatorship which is riding in-
creddingly roughshod overswhat
! vemmains of the rights angd:liber-
| tie&of all the people. SR
- WThe ‘press:is threatened, th
| universities are threatened, the
|.Government’s own severely
flawed constitution is threa-
'tened, the funding of opposition
J‘organisations 'is threateqéd, the
orgéanisations themselves are
}tli;é’ag}ened, and: we seem {o be
1 sinking into a-dark age of im-
posed ignorance and mailed-fist
control,” said the statement.
It"said the Black Sash. will be
demonstating’ againsti*jthis
progression towards a_totalitari-
an. disaster” tomorrow morning
along Jan Smuts: Avenue. PR
‘."-l"l’osters-will read ‘Hands Off
thienPress?, “Hands ‘Off Wits",
«Hands Up for ‘Liberty”, 'and

"Stoﬁ;"Waggin‘g that Finger at

Us™es




Page 4

N IO T Y S IS SN TR

SOWETAN, Tuesday, September 1, 1987

PLITIROOIETRE P 10 NI L VW TR T VS (Ve DO N -,

the growing arrogance- and autocracy,

‘Appalled at

By LANGA SKOSANA
o

THE Black Sash will display
placards on Jan Smuts Avenue,
Parktown, Johannesburg, today
criticising the Government’s new
cutbs on the Press which were
gazetted last Friday.

The curbs, which are aimed at
limiting the activities of the so-called
“alternative media™ have been widely
criticised in South Africa and abroad.

According to a media lawyer, the
new powers extend the powers of the
Minister of Home Affairs, Mr Stoffel
Botha, to ban any publication even if
it has not committed any offence.

The major implication is that, if the
Minister holds the view that even
“lawful™ material is undesirable, he
can act against a newspaper.

The publicity officer of the Black
Sash, Mrs Joyce Harris, said in a
statement yesterday that the Black
Sash was appalled at the growing
arrogance and autocracy of the
Government which is treating South
African citizens with contempt,

Dictatorship

“Parliament can exercise little
control over what appears to be
becoming a presidential dictatorship
which is riding increasingly
roughshod over what remains of the
rights and liberties of all the people.

“The Press is threatened, the
universities are threatened, the
Government’s own severely flawed
constitution is threatened, the funding
of the opposition organisations is
threatened, the organisations
themselves are threatened and we
seem to be sinking into a dark age of
ignorance and mailed fist control,”
she said.

The demonstration will be held
between 7.15 and 8.15am. i

The Southern African Catholic
Bishops® Conference (SACBC) is
deeply disturbed by the implications
of the new regulations affecting the
alternative media, for these take
South Africa further down the road to
dictatorship says a statement issued
by the organisation.

“We advise those taken in by the
Government’s propaganda and the
use of the communist bogeyman not
to rejoice, but rather to mourn over
these measures against the media. For
it is not primarily the media being
attacked, but the people of the
country themselves who are being

ey

Government’
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BLACK SASH
DEMO OVER

PRE!

deprived of a most important means -+ «
of being informed about the other side
of the story. ..
“The Government, which is run- ~~
ning scared, is fitting larger and tighter ;
blinkers over the eyes of the white *-
electorate to shield them from theugly ~ -
realities of South Africa today. :

+

“They will know even less of what
their black compatriots experience 4
L
|

result will be even deeper polarisation,

“Furthermore, they will be even
less informed and aware of the
urgency of working to secure a ' -
settlement that will meet the -
aspirations of especially black South
Africans along the route of
negotiations aimed at effective and
just power-sharing.

Alternative

“The alternative is a second Company. _

Lebanon, We do not want that. We reiterate our standpoint that the

“On the other hand the new editorial content of the New J’_\farian is
measures will prevent the oppressed not fabricated to create a cllma:te of
from makingitheir véice heard as they,~ unrest. Re}tl‘wr‘,_ ng_l"lat is reflf:cted in the
¢ry ‘out “against the iﬁj‘usti'(':é'“'h}ld'ijf?‘ewsffape?‘{s‘.t}}-%t?ﬂfhﬂ}'??ht)’ of life in
inhumanity to which they are ~South:.Africa, particularly in the
subjected by the structures and agents townships and other black residential
of the apartheid system. areas.

“They are being deprived also of
the power inherent in their right to
speak for themselves and to demand
that steps be taken to establish a just met the State President on November
and equitable system of government. 17 last year pointed out, the

This we believe will inevitably lead Government and the country as a
to frustration and anger. It bodes ill whole should be grateful to the New
for the efforts of those commitied to  Nation for informing them about the
seeking a peaceful solution. daily realities of the oppressed and the

We are particularly concerned sentiments they evoke, so that
about the fate of the New Nation, the appropriate steps might be taken
alternative newspaper owned by the towards a just and lasting setilement

and feel about those realities. The

4

%

MRS JOYCE Harris.. . Black Sash.

Grateful
“As the SACBC delegation which:

Catholic Bishops Publishing to the current conflict.

BS

“Anyone interested in a negotiated *

and peaceful settlement should in fact
be eager to get unsanitised
information on the lives and problems
of the people with whom and on
whose behalf they will be negotiating.

“Our concern extends, however,
beyond the New Nation to the other
alternative publications as well. It is
precisely becanse the SACBC sees
negotiation as a way to a peace based
on justice that it defends the right to
the existence of a free Press — for
without such a Press the views of and
information about the oppressed and
voiceless will not be known.

Folly

“We doubt whether we can
persuade the Government from its
folly of delaying the moment ripe for
peaceful negotiation by muzzling the
mouthpiece of the voiceless. But we
nevertheless appeal to them to rescind
the latest measures against the
alternative media,” the. statement
said.
® The United States was “deeply
distressed” by the imposition of
additional restrictions on the Press in
South Africa, an embassy spokesman
said in Cape Town yesterday.

“We are saddened to sce that the
South African Government does not
trust its own citizens with information
about the happenings in their
country,” the spokesman said.

The end result of restricting the
media would be to rob all the
country’s citizens of their right to be
infarmed.

“We are sorry to note the action
further removes South Africa from
the code of Western values to which it

professes to adhere,” the statements
said.

® Government  censors  may
theoretically be deciding whether each
issue of certain newspapers; and
magazines may be published as soon
as four weeks from now.

+ This “is one of the effects of the
.controversial media curbs.

The regulations, which empower
ithe Minister of Home Affairs, My
Stoffel Botha, to make subjective
decisions on whether to restrict the
publication of newspapers and
magazines, have been widely
criticised.

A Johannesburg media lawyer said
they empowered the minister “to ban
a publication even if the material
which it is publishing is perfectly legal.

“] think that is a very serious
development in the ever-tightening
net of Press censorship because a
newspaper will now have to guess as
to the state of mind of the Minister.”

Inhibiting

The chairman of the South African
Media Council, Mr L de V van
Winsen, said their “stringent and far-
reaching™ nature, applicable to all the
South African Press, would
undoubtedly have an additional
inhibiting effect on the free flow of
information reaching the public.”

He said the uncertainty as to the
intended scope of some of the
regulations and the severity of the
sanctions attached to their breach will
increase this effect.

The regulations empower the
Minister to warn periodicals that *'in
his opinion” they contain material he
considers as a threat to the public
safety, the maintenance of public
order or the termination of the state of
emergency. ' .

If publishers*fail to heed his
warning and continue to publish
allegedly inciting--or “threatening”
material, Mr Botha may prohibit
periodicals’ publication unless they
had been previously approved by “a
person™ specified by him.

According to the regulations,
before he issues a warning or makes
publication subject to a censor's
approval, the Minister must notify
publishers in writing of his intention
to act il terms of the regutations, and
afford them two weeks to make
representations to him.

No mention was made in the
regulations of appeals to a higher
authority.
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Caﬂo 05 h@
for “e¥icted &
farm workers

Daily Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The Black Sash has appealed to
the government to pay urgent attention to the
plight of the families of labourers evieted from
farms after they have resigned or are dismissed.

A spokesman for the Border region of the Black
Sash, Mrs Sue Power, said yesterday it was the re-
sponsibility of the government to “provide suitable
land within the borders of South Africa for dis-
placed persons to start a secure life without the
fear of future evietion.”

She was responding to the eviction of a family of
11 from a farm in the Kidd's Beach area this week-
end. They were transported off the property with
all their possessions by the farmer and left on the
si.d}eltof the road, where they remained for two
nights,

Mrs Nopindile Kethe said her husband, Kolela,
had been a labourer on the farm before his death.

She said she was told to pay the farmer R800, {0
cover losses caused by two of her sons who had
since left the area, or she and her family would be
evicted,

She had refused to take responsibility for the ac-
tions of her adult children and now she and her
family had nowhere to turn, Mrs Kethe said.

Mrs Power said many such families had been
resident on a farm for generations before they
were evicted and had no other home to go to.

This put both the farmer and the farm labourer
in an impossible position as the worker was “lefl
vulnerabie to exploitation by the farmer and will
put up with unsatisfactory terms of employment
rather than resign and risk losing his home”.

-'On the other hand the farmer, who may have
legitimate reasons for dismissing an employee, will
be placed in the unenviable position of either hav-
ing to evict a whole family or allow them to remain
on his farm, occupying premises he requires for
new staff members,” Mrs Power said.

The farmer, Mr Norman Laaks, said Mrs Kethe's
sons had refused employment on his farm after the
death of Mr Kethe and had assaulted him, “ran
amock” in the area and stole cash and agricultural
equipment worth about R800.

A complaint had been made to the police but the
two could not be found, Mr Laaks said.

He said he had offered to allow the rest of the
family to remain on the farm if they paid him the
R800 as he had felt sorry for them “but some time
people must start to feel sorry for me too”,

He said the family had heen given four to five
months warning before they were evicted and had
been reminded every few weeks but had done noth-
ing to find alternative accommodation.

A spokesman for the Cape Provinecial Adminis-
tration declined to comment on the situation yes-
terday, saying the matter would have to be fully in-
vestigated first.

= He said that if the family members were South
African citizens, accommodation would be*. pro-
vided for them until they could find a new home.

_— . LR ] '




deernment policies will lead to -

conflict between the haves and
have nots unless the housing back-
log is tackled, the Black Sash has
warned.”

About half a million people live in
"| shacks on the Witwatersrand, the or-
| ganisation has estimated, while one in
six South Africans is homeless.

The Witwatersrand Network for the
Homeless will hold an ecumenical ser-
vice at St Mary’s Cathedral on Satur-
day at 1 pm, to be addressed by Bishop
Z:thulele Mvemve.

Homeless everywhere

In ,a information package to co-in-
cide’with the service, the Black Sash
-8aid the homeless lived in backyards in
white, Indian and coloured residential
areas, in shacks behind houses in Afri-
can areas and in rented properties in
grey areas such as Hillbrow, Yeoville
and Mayfair. p.-¢ £/

They lived in.station wa:tmg rooms,
warehouses!and parks, on church and
mine pro?,ert‘les', on agricuitural land

and on smallholdmgs, on, i\j;vhe peri-
pheries of urban areas, and on undeve-
loped land des;gnated for residential
occupation by other groups, the organi-
sations said.

“Some have no shelter at all and are
living under bushes, in cardboard
boxes which they fold up during the
day, in public lavatories, under bridges
and on city pavements.

“Homelessness is 4 huge and largely
uncatered-for phenomenon of crisis
proportions on the Witwatersrand.
There is a never-ending cycle of evie-
tion, demolition, prosecution and jail-
ings as a futile set of control measure
is deployed in vain to resist the inevita-
ble process of urbanisation. oo

“If the important issues of Group
Areas and inequitable land allocation
are not urgently addressed it is likely
that the near future will see continued
and greater invasion of land by home-
less people.”

Looking to the future, the Black Sash
predicted further overcrowding in ex-
isting formal houses, the growth of
shacks, conflict between the haves and
have nots, conflict between formal
town councillors and

other representatives,
and the invasion of white
spaces, vacant buildings
and lands. G

Despite official action,
this will be impossible to
control, costly and con-.
fhct-ndden "the move-
ment said, Whltes will in-
1 creasingly fearithat they
are being swamped and
threatened.

The Black Sash sa1d
small pieces :of land,
mainly in buffer strips,
were being «used, for
houses developegl by pri-
vate sector property de-
velopers,

The movement poted
that houses bmlt b‘y. the
- SA Housing Trust®cost
R14 600. Monthly repay-
ment, mcludmg ‘munici-
pal levies and i insurances,
amounted to R220.




A PROJECTILE was fired 3

Sash meeting in Claremont Civic Centre

The chairwoman of the meeting i

immediately called on apout 400 people for,caim

and said: “It is not teargas,’ and people retu,rged to
e f-{ -

ot "
¢ || 1t was then established that 2 red signal ﬂarﬁa had
been fired from outside the hall at an opent WL.IIdOW
directly in line with Eh_ﬁ gpeakers. &

into the garden and seta yush alight as acrid fumes
poured into the hall S

Restrictions o1 the press and on universities were
addressed at the “Who can Tell the Truth?”-billed
meeting. . -
speakers Were SA ngpc_il}igﬁChurchés_-vice-prési—
dent Msﬁ}xgena@)unca’n, UCT Law Professox Dennis
Davis’ former UCT SRC president Ms Carla Sutlier-
land ‘gnd' the Western Cape vice-president of the

gouth’, African Society of Journalists, Mr
Weaver.

The flare hit 2 woodeh window frame, béuhced ,




-} .Appeals ug als u held-
ffg;

AN A APPEAL by foir: Black Sash miniors’.

‘Against
their- convictions in in terms of the In?\dﬁﬁjul‘sjég‘ﬁﬁty
Act was upheld in the Grahamstown Supreme Court
) recently,

The women, Mrs Va} Viljoen, Mis Pat Flemer,
Mrs Sylvia Hagerty and Mrs Sye ggger,Jere
convicted earlier thjg year in the East .London
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CGE GRComeipentent
' THE Grahamstown Supreme Court has upheld apn'.
~appeal. by four members, of the Black Sash agains

their “conviction last yéar of 'attending an illega

. gathering, ~~ [ v - o0 B
. The four, all membeis of the East London branch
~ of the Black Sash, are: Sue Power, Pat Flemmer, Val
- Viljoen ,g)nd Sylvia Hagerty, . . . \X\\

»;, . The_charges arose from a stand the fsu held
outside the East London City Hall in May last year,

“protesting the detention of members of the Duncan
Village' Residents’ Association, "

%' They were found puilty of holding an illegal gather-
{'jig in terms of the Internal Security'Act ‘and’given ‘|
1 suspended sentences of R150 or three months’ impris-
Homment, ., i .o o oon o oo BT
/i Task week's appedl, the court found thit the cases
.“dgainst the-accused, as set'out’in the'chargé Sheet and
* supported: By ‘evidence, did not constitute an illegal
. gatkering, | T
.. The State”alleged that the illegal gathering oc-
“*curred when they met in front of a statue outside the
hall, before taking turns to hold a placard reading,

“Talk to our léaders, don’t detain them”: 4.
' However, the defence argued that ¢héy had, imfact,
‘gathered at a riearby bus stop and stood singly in front
; ‘of the statue, — Elnews.
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Sash convictlon o,
HOIL W

overturned (Y Toe’
- By LOUISE ELANAQBN--g

THE Grahamstown Supreme Court
has overturned the conviction of four
Black Sash members for holding an
illegal gathering — apparently be-
cause the state couldn’t decide exactly
where the offence took place.

The charges related to a series of
solitary protests in front of a statue
outside the City Hall, holding a plac-

- | ard reading “Talk to the leaders, don’t

jail them”..

The state alleged the offence had
taken place in front of the statue,
while presenting evidence of a gather-
_ |ing at.the. bench. The .appeliants

argued they had gathered at the bench
and stood singly by the statue.
.1 . Ruling in favour of the appeliants,
the Grahamstown bench found that
the case,against them, set out in the
charge sheet and supported by the ev-
idence, did not constitute an illegal
gathering. — elnews :




. Daily Dispatch Reporter

EAST LONDON — The
Black Sash has rejected
a municipal official's
statement that a high
burglary rate in Abbols-
ford and Dorchester
Heights was a reason to
raid a Cambridge squat
ter camp last week.

Reacting to a state-
ment made by the direc-
tor of the East London
municipality’s  protec-
} tion services, Mr J. Fow-
lis, the chairman of the
Border region of the
Black Sash, Mrs Sue
Power, said.the squatter
| camp was situated too

far from Abbotsford and
Dorchester Heights to
affect the burglary rate
in those areas. ¢

Mr Fowlis said earlier
this week that residents
in Cambridge, Dorches-
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Wreason for raid

\tér Heights and Abbots-

ford had complained
that stolen goods were
being taken to the squat-
ter camp hear the Cam-
bridge abattoir.

The squatter camp
was raided by police on
Friday morning during
which at least 10 shacks
were burnt down, leav-
ing 18 families home-
ess.

Mrs Power said no sto-
len property was recov-
ered at the squatter
camp and no-one was
charged for theft.

“The situation has

been made to look like
the squatiers are crimi-
nals,” she said.

The Border Police
liaison officer, Major
Trevor Hayes, said 31
squatters were arrested
during the raid on Fri-
day and charged with
squatting.

He said as far as he
knew they were not
charged with anything
else.

Meanwhile, the home-
less families are still
waiting for the muniei-
pality to make arrange-
ments for permanent
homes.

IR
g e
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R I e Ty
Mrs Power said they
had been living at a
Catholic Church in Pef-
ferville for almost a
week and the author-
ities had still not made
up their minds where
they would be settled.

“They have endured a
great deal of hardship in
that ice-cold church
hall. It is urgent that ac-
tion be taken immedi-
ately to find homes for
them,” she said.

Mrs Power said it was
difficult for the church
to keep the families for
a long period of time,
because it was disrup-
tive to the everyday run-
ning of the church.

«The authorities are
taking advantage of the
church’s kindness,” she
said.
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NGK

Chns van Gass, '
“Pretoria Bureau -

Sixteen prominent Ned
Geref Kerk dominees
completed a one-week
“fact-finding” - tour of
black areas in the Trans-
vaal by sleeping in.the
homes of black families
in the township of Mame-
1odi last night.

The ministers, who re-
quested that their identi-
ties not be made known,

were from the Western .. -
Eastern,
Transvaal, Johannesburg-

Transvaal,

and the Western Cape.

Their stay with the
black; famlhes in Mame-
lodi was arranged by the
Centre for Hermeneutics
at the University of Stel-
lenbosch and the Koinon-
ia church group seeking

mlll

to create a better under-
standing among the vari-
ous racial groups in
South Afriea. .

Dr Johan Kinghorn, of
the Biblical Studies.De-
partment at the universi-
ty who acted as a spokes-
man for the group, said
the visit had been part of
an “information tour”
and that the ministers

had joined the tour “in. T

their personal
fies”.

capacl-

IN SECRET

A similar tour and stay
by another group of 14
Ned Geref Church minis-
ters had already taken
place “in' secret” = in
March this year.

Dr Kinghorn said the
group had looked at the
experiences of blacks m

1st’1f?:

townships ahd had made
contact with - various
black
churches — “and the man
in the street”.

“We received a very
good insight into ‘the real
complexity of our:society
and the overriding disco-
very by all was how
much false fear of blacks
existed among whites.

The big questmn left by
the experience was how

- to - overcome this fear

' among whites.”
The group saw various

black church Jeaders and °

toured Soweto, Alexan-
dra, Mamelodi and also
visited squatters’ camps
ai Katlehong.

. “We held discussions as
a ‘group of individuals,”
he added.

organisations, '
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{against

apar‘theld? :

. Staff Reporter’

THE 40th" syriod: of the'

Ned Geref Kerk' (West— ‘
Jern Cape) starts today"

jamid speculation, the -

synod could take a° stron- .
ger hne -against apart-'
held

© The synod played a
leadmg role in the plan-’
ning and: acceptance by-
the genéral synod last:
year of the controversml"

I document " “Church and"

Society” in which: apart-
held was, declared aj
scnptural error’ and®
churches: 'were- opened'
to all races i

The N ed Geref Kerk’
sister churches — thei
Ned Gerf, Scndmgkerk1
and thé Reformed:
Church in Africa - saldt

his move was not
enough and. that thé sec—é
- tion of the doeument:
dealing with aparfheld:"
| Was ambiguous, ' ]

The Sendmgkerk sub—r
sequently declared"
apartheid’ a heresy anda.
prominent ‘church mem-*
bers said. the parent’;
chirch should do ‘the’
same, if it were honest in-
;lts (?pposmon o apart— .

ei

NG Kerk sources yes-
terday said .there was: a’
feeling in*the Western
Cape the church should’
take a less ambiguous
and stronger stand
against apartheld *

When asked yesterday .
whether' the Western
Cape regmn was more
verlig and if more far-
reachmgc anti-apartheid
proposals could be ex-
pected, ;a Ned Geref
dominee: said: “The
numberﬁof1 defectors in
the Western Cape to the
(right wmg) Afrikaanse’
Gerefornieerde“ Kerk
was neghglble =, among
the lowest in® *thé "coun-
y try.  That shoild speak
fOr itself.”
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Synod row over
NGK chief’s speech

\.'!'ieligion Reporter
A ROW broke out on the
first day of the Western
Cape synod of the Ned
Geref Kerk when the oui-
going moderator, the Rev
Tappies Moller, was criti-
:msgd for. ffuhng to, ment ion,

-

W Cape moderator ‘verligte’

Religion Reporter

THE Rev Dirk Hattingh of Stellenbosch has been elected modera-
tor of the Western Cape synod of the Ned Geref Kerk.

He is said to be a sapporter of Professor Johan Heyns, “ver-
hg e ‘moderator of th: general synod.

4 i:-nl-lattmgh the furmer Western Cape aetuary, replaces the
Rev Tapptes Mdller, who has retired.

"The ‘new assessor i'the Rev Kobus van der Westhuizen of the
Groote Kerk. The Rev ‘Ernst Lombaard of Stellenbosch was elect-

N ed a¢tuary and D¢ Fntz Gaum, editor of the church’s newspaper
\Kerkbotle, was elected seribe,

o s Speech MUMﬁu@P 66{:01 “>THéy replace the Rev Jan Hanekom (assessor), Mr Hattingh and

;gh?wlngers who. 'Teft’ the Rev: Okkie Raubeuhe:mer {scribe).
Zchurch in pgotesf, §ave reas ns,' M A

»[*that were not grounded in; he-: T :‘r'

;g mtz lised ma' statement*sxgnéﬂ
?f‘ e RewHerberb Brand-of; ft
Step en’s and tlhe Rev B
o *Kotzéfof Observatqry i

Brand to withdraw the motion.

o

X “ology or on the Bible: was: alse under atf:ack from

those who attempted to recon-
cile Marxism and. €vangelism
and to associate -violéhice and
revolufion with the Chrlstlan
message E

Left%vmgv

He also condemned’ lefts.vmg
attempts “to associgte ‘violence
and revolution” wﬂ;h Chr1§tlan-
1 ity. ;

He said an app:éclable num-
ber of members. and ministers

had ‘been so opposéd to:a few

decisions in the policy* docu-.
ment Kerk en Samelewing .

" "< "Mr Brand and Mr I{otzé said

in their statement they noted
“with. deep distress” that no
~ mention. had ‘been made in the
openmg speech of the country’s

1+{Church and Society) that they: ,r:ps:s S

| had broken away ahd formed a
‘1 -new church (the Afrikaanse -
+Protestante Kerk).

“Although we mourp every
member and ministér who
'I.1eaves the Ned Geref Kefk, we
Jsgrieve especially for those who
’I'have broken away over the pol-
| icy decisions of Kerfi. en Sa- .
melewing — because the rea-
-8ons given are based on, non-
.theological and not on biblical
<grounds ” he said.

% Mr Mboller said the church

saxd Mr Mdller, failed
to mentmn “the deep dmsmns
© the siiffening of millions 'of our
fellow citizens, the lack of jus-
tice, peace, love and human
dlgmty inherent in our basical-
ly un]ust society”.
o Mr Brand handed the state-
““ment to the synod as a propos-

. al for 'discussion, but when the

“snew: inoderator, the Rev Dirk
Hattingh, read it aloud he
made a. “frlendly call” to Mr

He said not every point could
be raised in a speech.

Mr Hattingh said he had
known Mr Brand for many
years and had once eonsidered
him a candidate for the general
moderature,

Mr Brand was now walking
“a narrow path”, he said.

Mr Brand replied that he
would “dearly love” to comply
with Mr Hattingh’s request, but
this was not simply a single
point out of many others.

“Our synod opened today at a
time when our country is in a
state of emergency and no ref-
erence to this was made in the’
opening address,” he said.

Mr Hattingh said the motion
would be referred to the mo-
derature for a decision on
when it could be placed on the
agenda.

s '».
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Parow man’s
objection to

open church
rejected

Religion Reporter

THE Western Cape synod of
the Ned Geref Kerk has reject-
ed a Parow member’s objec-
tion to opening the church to
all races.

The synod adopted a report
by the Temporary Legal Com-
mission which rejected the ob-
jection of Mr W A Els. :

The report said the church
had never made a decision that
it was only intended for white
members and that only whites
could attend services.

The synod said belief in the
Trinity and the Bible was the
only condition for membership.

“ALL IN HELL”

Ne congregation could refuse
anyone who wished to listen to
the Word.

Mr Els said in his objection
that he and “many other mem-
bers” did not agree with the
decision of the general synod to
open the church to all races.

He said: “We don't visit their
churches. Why must it be
thrust down our throats that
we were wrong all these years
to have a church for whites
only? Qur ancestors are surely
all in Heli, according to the re-
cent decisicns of the synod.”

Mr Els said the women of
the church worked hard to col-
lect funds.

“Must we now share this or
give it all up?

“If this is the direction that
the synod and moderator wish
to follew, we will have tfo
search for other grazing lands.”

L7=;;_m“_-——--

1ST
exploited — report;

Religion Reporter

SOME Peninsula employers
shamelessly gave prefer-
ence to “illegal” black work-
ers whose labour was
cheaper and who were easi-
ly exploitable, according to
a report adopted by the
Western Cape synod of the
Ned Geref Kerk.

The report said influx con-
trol measures were not suc-
ceeding but ihat the level of ur-
banisation of the black
population {(about 30 percent)
was low compared {o other
population groups. The level
for whites was about 30 per-
cent.

The commission for liaison
with the authorities reported
that development in the home-
lands was not nearly sufficient.

“Many black people have
really no choice but to ‘flee’ to
the cities in the hope of earning
a living through ‘illegal activi-
ties’.

Kairos report adopted as ‘a guideline’

Religion Reporter

AN explanation for the enthusi-
asm with which black people
had greeted the Kairos docu-
ment should be sought in the
way they experienced life, ac-
cording to a Ned Geref Kerk
report.

The report by the synodical
commisgion on race was adopt-
ed as a guideline by the West-
ern Cape synod of the church.

“Apparently this ‘illegal’
presence in the Peninsula —
with all the associated risks
and hardships — still presents
a more acceptable existence
that the pauper’s existence of-
fered by the Transkei and Cis-
kei”

The freezing of Langa,
Nyanga and Guguletu and the
possible future removal of resi-
dents caused greai insecurity
and ill-feeling.

This could easily “radicalise”
those black families who
formed the stable nucleus of
black people legally in the Pen-
insula.

Hl-feeling

The report said it was un-
likely that this removal was
possible, because of the acute
shortage of housing and avail-
able land. It was a pity that a
policy which caused ill-feeling
and uncertainty and which in
all likelihood would never be
carried out, was still being up-
held.

Although squatting was un-

The Kairos document was an
attempt by clergy of the Insti-
tute of Contextual Theology to
open dialogue with the church.

The synod also adopted a
motion noting ‘“the negative as-
pects of the black experience
in our country” and requested
a commission of the general

2
desirable, the large influE”iﬁ
black people to the Peningula;
and the backlog of hou$ing
meant that it was only reallsfié:
to accept that a relatively{]
large percentage of black ﬁg(» |
ple would live in squatfery
camps for the next 20 yeart or
more. e &
The report said the churchi
had made representationsiitg}
the Government in connection’
with the acceptance of 99-yéar;
leasehold and site-and-servaiE‘e‘fgh

o —

in Khayalitsha and the deregif:
lation of certain areas to bp
the informal sector.

They had asked the Gove ﬁ!
ment to reconsider whether the
freezing of Langa, Nyanga and
Guguletu was practical and to
consider a 99-year leasehold
scheme for these areas:!They
asked for the coloured-labour
preference policy to be
scrapped if this was accepted.

©® Since this report was
drawn op several of the laws
referred to have been
scrapped.

sure greater opportunities

diseriminatory measures,
group areas, political involve-
ment and inter-church relation-
ships.

More than three-quarters of
all South Africans were Chris-
tians and three out of every
four Christians were black, the
report said.

moderature to- prolie’ eibianisdt "> “Fors precisely this reason

tion, housing, poveptytand'ilid"
structure of wagesy education;®i document cannot be evaded,’;;
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“conscience’ #
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Lo Staff Reporter

synod of the Ned Geref Kerk yesterday.

and the issue of human rights in the Peninsula,

and, future;
provide for his social and economic needs.

Poverty,

Sixty percent of the “illegals™

Western Cape was almost essential.

opportunities in Ciskei or

job
people “therefore

many black

earning a living through ‘illegal’ activities”,
.The commission also expressed

ed. Serviced sites
the lives of squatters,
It' recommended that

the “national states” on the other.

-

: Staff Reporter

R U
Geref Kerk decided yesterday,
The Kairgs Document, drawn up two

: b of almost all churches
Africa, including membeys of the NGK family,

submmitted a ocument entitled

Document for over-emphasizing
side of the poor and the oppressed,

Marxist analysis of society.

of the word ang simultaneously a Marxist,”

THE CHURCH has a calling to act as the “eon-
science” of the authorities and society, according to
a commission report tabled at the Western Cape

Accordingly, the Commission for Liaison with the
Authorities had considered the squatier problem

account; to a “job opportunity”; and to faeilities that

“The church eannot close its eyes to so much
lack of housing and amenities of life, dis-
ruption of families, crime and fear,” the report said.

The Department of Co-operation and Develop-
ment had indi_cated that there were 100 000 “ill_egpl”

were economically
active, and their contribution to the economy of the

The report recognized that there were not enough
Transkei, and that

in reality had no
other choice than to flee to the cities in the hope of

“deep eoncern”
over the terrible conditions in squatter camps, and
said the'inevitability of squatting should be accept-
should be provided to improve

the government should in-

vestigate and apply suitable influx control, on the
one hand, and attend to the'lack of jobs for blacks in

Kairos ‘uses Marxist analysis’

|
THE CHURCH could not “gg the way of the Kairps
Document”, the Western Cape Synod of the Ned

in South
The NGK’s Synoda] Commission on Racijal Matters
} “Racial Diserimiiia:
-tion and Love of One’s People”_criticizing the Kairos
that God was on the

It 'sdid the Kaires Document also freely used a
“It is impossible to be a Christian in the true sense

It would be_a a pity if the church rejepted_ the Kairos

e Chrt cTmes 757
Church called
to be society’s

bjection
to open

NGK
overruled

AN objection to the syn-
od decision last year fo
openthe Ned Geref Kerk
to people of all races
was overruled at yester-
day’s Western Cape Syn-
od meeting. .

MrWAEls, a member
of the Parow ring, said
he and many other mem-
bers of the church did
hot agree with the deci-
sion to open the NG Kerk
to people of all races.

“Why must it be
bushed down our throats
that we were wrong for
all these years when we
had a white church?" he
asked.

“Our ancestors are
surely all in hell, aceord-
ing to the recent deci-
sion of the synod, and at
its forefront,Professor
Heyns.” (Professor J A
Heyns is the moderator
of the general synod.)

r Els guoted The
Book of Daniel 2:43,
which says: You have
seen iron mixed with
clay — they will inter-
marry with each other,
but they will not be uni-
fied, just as iron does not
mix with clay.”

A synodal commijssion
replied to Mr Elg by say-
Ing the NG Kerk had
“never in history” taken
& decision that the
church was just ‘meant
for white members,

The context of: the
quote from the Book of
Danie] had to be careful-
Iy considered,.‘it-fsaid.

King Nebuchadnessar
had a dream of iron and
clay, which represented
two kingdoms. which
fought each other over
bossession of Palestine,
and tried — without suc-
€ess — to bury their dif-
ferences through inter-
marriage,

Tliere was no racial or
cultural difference pe-
tween the two kingdoms,
according to the commis.
sion’s reply.

“At issue is a power
struggle between the two
kingdoms and the King-
dom of God. Even though
they unite and intermay-

B w4 it will-*rHot prevent

T
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1turday, October 17, 1987 *%

By RONNIE MORRIS

THE Western Cape synod of the
Ned Geref Kerk yesterday re-

quested the general synod to call
on the government to use deten-

tion and restrictions without trial
only as an “exifreme measure”

and not where peaceful protest
was concerned.

The synod said people should not be
detained without a clear intention by

the government to lay a charge and try
the detainee in court within a reason-
able period.

It declared its “sincere intention”
to minister to those people — and
their families — affected by security
legislation.

The synod expressed “deep con-
cern” about the large number of
people in detention but was grateful
for a government assurance that the
reports would be investigated, wit-

nesses called and the law allowed to

run its course. .

The Rev Karel Antonius, of the!SteL
lenbosch Student Church, said the
government had admitted that 19000
people had been detained and that
between 30 to 40% were children.

The synod remembered those in de-
tention in the “spirit of Christian com-
passion” and declared its “sincere in-
tention” to minister to those people

and their families affected by the se-
curity legislation.

“The synod categorically states that
irrespective of where in the world it

takes place, the torture of prisoners

. and those in detention is sinful.”

" The synod called on the Synodal
Commission for Study and Current Af-
fairs to continuously study detention
and restriction without trial in terms
of the emergency regulations and to
compile a report for submission to the
inoderamen for eventual submission
to the general synod.

@ The synod called on the Centre {}
for Reformist and Contemporary |}
Studies — on whose board twe Ned
Geref Kerk members would serve —to
“single-mindedly oppose liberation
theology and its practices”.

* It said this should be done through |§
the furtherance of the “Reformed
Protestant doctrine of faith” by re-
maining in touch with the ecclesiasti-
cal needs of the whole population be-
cause both conditions could become
the “breeding ground" for )@ar}ust
prgpaganda.




by KAREN STANDER % "
g Religion Reporter:!

THE Western Cape synod of
‘the Ned Geref Kerk has asked
the Government not to detain
people without a definite inten~
tion of laying a charge.

The synod has also asked
that .detainees should be tried
‘ ,w1th1n a reasonhable time,

"‘Earlier, after a long and
hvely debate, the synod reject-

; the prmclple of; detention and
| banning’ without? trial. ‘..
{#The synod noted' with grave

‘death and assault of people in:
|- detention, whilg thanking the:
Government f‘jts assurances’

,held without tnj

| .that these, repo
mvestlgated X

- “The synod deslares emphat:
1cally that no'matter where in
the world it occurs, the torture
of prisoners and e0ple helt} in
‘detention-is a sin. -

2 “Extreme, easure”“

S

syuodlcal commjssion to call
| on the Government to see {o it
1'that detention “without trial is
d used only as anextreme mep-
*sure’when' the 's;afety of the
State.is threatened (that is,
| when acts of tgrror are in-
1 volved) and not when peaceful

protest agamstt the Govern- |.

at issue. -7

“The synod i:le’1 lares further
.that when"the {Government
feels obliged to {etain’ people,
‘noe person should be detained
without there being a definite
intention to lay ‘a‘charge and to
hear the case wmi:n a reason;

f

ment or Govern ent pohcyL)s

able period.” o
I./During debate the Rev Her-
' bert Brand of '§t Steplien’s
" Church said that while dele-
. gates condemne}certam ac-

‘tions performed by "godless”
nations they did ipot condemn
ythose same actiofis when they
occurred in South Africa be-
Lcause “it js.in our own, mter-

3

b '“I"challenge every delegate i

" here.' You all know that white

domination is non-negotiable. If

‘you know it then say it.” 7

* He said the spiral of security

legislation was growing. It was

possible to become! enslaved, tok

silenced all opposition and it
&| was easier to rule 'fv;thout op-
| position. - ‘

¢ |- The Rev Dirk Warmch of
‘Brackenfell said he was unhap-
‘py with the impression created
that all those in favour of the
emergency and detention with-
"out trial were whites. Many
others, black and brown, were
also.in favour of these mea-
sures because the issue was the
protection of people.

TR A

T e mm

ued an amendment condemning |

concern the maqy peopie bemg ‘

Y It took note of the reports of' '

were-;being ;

""- “The synod asis-the general |*

/| security -leglslatmn because’ it |

wf
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recognlse

Rellglon Reporte pi
‘NOmne shauld' b ‘com-
‘pelled to’ ‘perform” mili-
tary service against the
'uhetateSr of+higcon-
iscience, according;to a
jreport ‘before. thie; West
erns’ Cape synod of;&the
*Ned ‘Geref Kerk: " .

" The report, eoinplled
hy the. synodieal, ’com-
’mlSSlOll for. doctrme and
“cirrent-affairs; said that
‘legislation shoild:'he
.amended to legal i'ecng-
I'nition® fapplymga not only
ito relrgmus objectors
"but alsoto'a broad-cate-
gory of‘consclentmus ob—
\Jectors. SO ANV EE TR

. The’ report questmned

“the’ justification: of the
"call by.some’ Soiith:Afri-
can ‘churahes to thelr
-m€Tbers to': ‘réfuse fo
perform mrhtary ~Ser-
Jvieew o ,-M" !
Jr*Hmvever, theireport
_recognised: the_résponsi-’.
‘bility. -of each" individual
to make ‘this dec:sron.' .
AW ety L
fHS%COI'ISIderatIOI‘I i
Q”Th‘eﬁcommlttee urged'
church‘members ato' con-i
srder posrtlvely u{ I:heL
‘present” -cifcumstances;

The report and them
recommendatlons “would:
. be submitted. to the nextz
generalnsynod forr con- ‘
s:deratron Loed ‘,

g “They recommended’
~that: -existing - legislation' |
*Héfrﬁhnged to extend ‘the’
classlfleatlon of. rell-
gmus,‘?ob;ectors 1¢' in+’
clude ‘pacifists and’ thuse
who for rellgmus or
lmoral Teasons” believed
thit a . partlcular mili:
tary eonfhc was. un;qs—
t,:f:ed and'.‘therefore
could nqtﬁgn consclence
performi.mlhtary ser-

g mofmn deelarmg
rthat“tl:erecWere no-Bibli- -

cal grgtgnds‘#‘td?'prevent
'Wcrmenm’"“‘l hécoming .
preachers and*governmg
elders was” adopl:edkbut
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synod si

Religion Reporter
A NED Geref Kerk report
cailing for discriminator
legislation to be scrapped,
the emergency to be lifted
and for the rights of all to
be honoured in a new con-
stitution has been referred
back for “further reflec-
tion”.

During heated debate at the
Western Cape synod yesterday
delegates reacted sharply to
“insinuations” that the report
— on the responsibility of the
church to work for peace —
supported revolution.

It was referred back to the
commission on doctrine and
current affairs after several
delegates objected.

The Rev A Bergh said the
problem with the word “peace”
was that some people who
prayed for peace actually
meant the conclusion of revolu-
tion.

“Shadow”
Professor Willie Jonker said
those delegates who thought
the report supported revolution
had not read it correctly.
The Rev C Antonisen said a
shadow hung over the report
because of the insinuations.

“This is one report I was ex-
cited about. Its purpose was to
confront the synod with the ur-
gent realities of our country, I
am disappointed that it has
been referred back,” he said.

The report said structura] in-
Jjustice was one of the most im-
portant causes of pohtical un-
rest and vielence in South
Africa.
The growing number of Gov-
ernment restrictions to curb
protest had contributed to
greater bitterness and tension.

“The search to find an an-
swer in violence and revolution
has grown proportionally as
the scope for peaceful protest
has become smalier.”
The report called for re-
maining discriminatory legisla-
tion to be scrapped, the emer-
gency to be lifted as soon as
possible and for the rights of
all South Africa’s people to be
henoured in a new constitution,

@ The Western Cape synod is
to ask for observer status on
the Western - Province Cousnicil
of Churches. - 4

The synod yesterday decided
also to ask the general synod to
apply for observer status on
the South African Counecil of
Churches.

Professor Jan Hanekom sald
that if the NGK did not take
the lead with “this small step”
there would never be reconciﬁ-

Picture: DAMA Jo ROUX, The Argus

NEW DYNASTY? This Bald Ibis chick —
yes, it is still a baby! — is one of 10 sent
to Hout Bay's World of Birds from the
Transvaal os the nucleus of o captive
breeding programme. Numbers are de-
creasing in South Africa and the species
has disappearéd completely from the
Cape Province. On hand to welcome the
new arrivals was Susan Fowkes.

Ballerina’s death:
Green Point man
Pbleads not guilty

Staff Reporter

A GREEN Point man pleaded not guilty in
the Cape Town Regional Court today fo a
charge of culpable homicide after the death
of former Green Point ballerina and ballet
dancer Miss Susan Blake.

Mr Shaun 8t Clair Rafferty, 36, of Modena
Street, Green Point, was charged with the
death of Miss Blake on July 24. She later be-
came Mrs Susan Dogon and lived at the
same address as Mr Rafferty. )

Mrs Dogor, the mother of country singer
Tracy Lee Dogon, died after an alleged as-
sault with fists and a hammer.

", [ BODY FOUND
. Mr M§ Nacerodien, for Mr Rafferty, said
his client would deny that Mrs Dogon’s death
was “‘caused by him in any manner”, al-
though he admitted being present on the day
her body was found at Grosvenor Court.

The magistrate, Mr J D Huggett, post-
poned the hearing to November 18 for trial.

Mr Rafferty was released on condition
that he reported to the Sea Polnt police sta-
tion every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
between 6pm and 8pm.

ation between the churches,

Mr W P Smith prosecuted.

[renadiir” Y R
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wu fStaff Reporter
THERE was' ' a .shortd
“PHVEd  attempt at? the
Western .Cape’, synod.
u‘ye lerday to'dissacidte
wiheNed: Geref Keérk's,
Women's, orgamzatlon'

5 Vroueaksm,» from- the- ;

e icontroversiall,  Bii-] A
’ ‘g eau“for Informat:on
Th 3 y

-report, suggested ‘by
. .the pastor.of the coun-
. try’s . only “coloured”
L NGK commumty, . the
~Rev HJ D-Brand of St’

- 'Stephen s'in Rrebeeck ;

“Square; Cape Town =

‘was, rejected unam- .

'mously by the: synod

"The .proposed. amend-
ment was prompted
.after .Vroueaksw

“church 8. viewpoiiits,

dlscussed at meetmgs

One $ueh meetmg, - C0N-
+ cernihg ' the “role .of
the Chnstlan woman
m the cnsls sﬁuation
‘in . our’ country” had
featured a presenta--

h searcher s

-A member sald the syli--
H'6d should” hengrateful“

Vroueaks1e

“R{lsky cholce’

- said: “The. ‘syhod can::
| wnot afford 10, asso?ate
& Y

choice of d Teprésés fa-

controversial ‘Bug

o for” Informat:ong-fas

Lo speaker dt; the' mget-

l xm e S - n---’clg)ﬂg’.

OLater, at recomm
tron, agam

Brand that* thé“sy

;
f

[=
LR

S «in the-synodal commit- |
- tee .for Vroueaks:e s¥

chairman. Mrs C Hat- |
tingh reported that the |

..and; doctrmem wereq

. tion” By a Bufin ° re- ;

Sl for.‘the work:, doneg by. i

proposmg ‘an. amend-* :
,;‘ ‘ment- to ;the' report» .

: “ tive of the state; *Dr‘Ko~ i
& bus " Neethlmg, éthe i

- after some debate . ‘:5
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| role m educat1 ]

-Relnglon Reporter : B
THE" Western Cape synod of the Ned Geref Kerk
hag: fefused to discuss the opemng of schools to all
races

The synod declared that the church would and
should be involved in edueation, but to watch over
the Christian character of education and not to
prescrlbe policy, models or syllabuses.

:The motion proposed by the Rev Herbert Brand
of 'St Stephen’s congregation called on the synod’s
representatwe on the inter-church commission on
educatlon to initiate discussion on:

0 One department and educational pohcy for the
- country. and its people with the openmg of all
schools to all races; . \

. Permission by the Government to schools that
w1sh to Open to all in the interim, and

oRepresentatlons against school textbooks ”
which'interpret history fromn a one-sided “white”
and Spec1ﬁcally Afrikaner- pomt of view.

Motivating hlS proposal Mr Brand said the issue
was preciSely about watching over the Christian:
character of edu{:atlon ‘

“UNCHRISTIAN = * i

It was unchristian for people to be kept apart by,, :-.
being forced to live in different group areas and ,

attend different schools.

\\“Then they will never find one another, he salcl
" To.laughter from other delegates, he said the

synod might not be able to believe its ears, but he

would like to thank the Government for, decreasmg

the gap between what was spent on education for

whites and other population groups.

- “But broeders, there is still a huge gap. Thls lS’I

unchnstran,” Mr Brand said.

@ Church councils will decide whether they,,andrE "

their ministers should continue to wear tradltlonal
dress for services. . weoalbh
~In a lively debate, many delegates spoke aljainst:
scrapplng the traditional dress of black- suit;whites
tie and toga, but the synod adopted the recorinen-:
dations of thé commission on general affairs that-

dress should fit the occasion, but that no ~further ‘

prescriptions be laid down.

P U,




NGK women

Pretoria Correspondent &
Women were “frustrated” by the¥
fact that they were forbidden
. to serve as elders and minis-
" ters in the Ned Geref Kerk
{ - (NGK), the church’s Eastern o
Transvaal ‘Synod,h.eard yes-
terday. -+ ", ¢ o
“Women are not automatically
. disqualified by their sex from
1" . serving -in supervisory and
'+ teaching capacities, The gifts
: -of the Holy Spirit' apply to
| . Women as-much as they do to
1." men,” Mrs Martie van Zyl, an
" Elardus Park deacon, said,
Mrs van Zyl is one of five
' women among approximately
300 delegates attending the
synod.‘ R T .
-1 The Rev Johanan Viljoen of Wit-
~ bank-Valley: Sald women
! should be permitted to fulfil
. their callings “side by. side”
: with male members’ of the
o+, church,-but in-“their own ho-
hN mogenous (‘eiesoortige’) way”,
After-a’ lengthy debate, the
K Synod recommmended that
' the church’s Genera] Synod
¥ favourably’ consider the ag.
i Mission of women as . elders
%‘»’aqdminis_ AR X
@ A" motion Suggesting there
' - Was “insufficient reason” to
v Urge the easing of the income
otax burden on married coy.
+4 Ples was defeated by an over-
¥ whelming show of hands, ir
3 ,‘-g;]:" :,{q‘. ’_ ) s N

-
»
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‘W Cape NGK

rejects apartheid

e B A A B

By RONNIE MORRIS

APARTHEID was yesterday re-
jected by the Western Cape synod
of the Ned Geref Kerk.

The move came about through the
aceeptance of an amendment to a sec-
tion of “Kerk en Samelewing” (Church
and Society), a document endorsed by
the general synod in October last year.

The recommendation accepted at
last year's synod read:

“The Dutech Reformed Church is
convinced that the handling of apart-
heid, as a political #nd social system
by which human’ dignity is adversely
affected, and whereby one particular
group is detrimentally suppressed by
another, cannot be, accepted. as.a

Christian ethical principle hecause it
‘éonitravenes the.very.essence of neigh-

béurly love;and righteousness and in-

all'involved,” . <. A
- The Western Cape Synod yesterday
scrapped the three words (the' han-
dling of)- and-asked, that the amend-
ment be dccepted by the Zeneral syn-

od. A o gyl
A section’ of:.Church' and Soeiety

which said that: “The conviction Has..
gradually grown that a forced separa-

]

"tion and division of people cannot be

October 22774

evitably: tHat of the humar dignity of :”

g7 *

considered a biblical imperative, The
attempt to justify such an injunction
as derived from the Bible must be
recognized as an error and should be
rejected” was added to.

The added paragraph said: “Where
the principle of differentiation in a
particular political, constitutional
and social framework was accepted by
a community voluniarily and by
mutual consent, the Ned Geref Kerk
would not object.”

Lively and lengthy debate preceed-
ed the acceptance of the amended
proposal.

A motion by the Rev Herbert Biand,
of St Stephen’s, — the only coloured

. congregation of the Ned Geref Kerk —
" catled for:.“The rejection of apartheid

as a sinful assault on human dignity
bécause of its racist basis.”

The' moticn, which called for the

" eitaplishinent of an ad hoc commitee

to advise the synod on how it could
contribiite 16 the “establishment of a
just and. humane society through the

abolition of the policy of apartheid as

. found,ih the Race Classification Aet”,

and a call by Mr,Brand for.the synod to
“unambiguously distance itselffrom
apartheid and its racist substructure”
was rejected. g

.

[,
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Own Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — The Western Ca
Synod of the Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk yesterday acknow-
ledged the right of the church and
individuals to talk to organisations
such as the African National Con-
gress.”

However, theological lecturers,
students and ministers were asked
to: tread very carefully because of
the ‘‘propaganda value of meetings
with coptroversial political and
othér organisations.

" * RECONCILIATION

L4At the same time the Synod em-
phasises the necessity and the right
_of the church as an institution and of
individual believers to take reconcil-
iation seriously.”

(GK synod gives@

W In.drawing up these recommenda-,,
¢ ;

talks \%@;\\

jons, the Synod’s temporary comi
mission for general affairs rejected,
2 miotion by the Rev H M van Rens |
burg of Beaufort West which con;

demned ministers and theological

students who had talks with “comy
munist and terrorist organisations”.
. The commission also rejected an,
amendment from Dr JA Loubser.
which emphasised the importance 0 .
communication between conflicting .
groups in South African society and,
encouraged members to further this -
communication as part of their call-

ing to reconciliation. . -

-During debate, Mr van Rensburg -
proposed an amendment to the com-,
mission’s recommendations that

such talks would not take place’
without the permission of the mo-

derature.

— —




Reliéibn Reporter
THE:theory of apartheid, and not
just its practice, must be rejected,
the Western Cape synod of the
Ned Geref Kerk has decided.

Afteria four-hour debate yesterday
the syhod decided to ask the general
synod to amend the paragraph on
apartheid in the chureh’s policy docu-
ment, Kerk en Samelewing {Church
and ‘Society), and to insert a new
paragraph.

The proposed paragraph, directly
after the admission and rejection of
earliér ‘attempts to justify apartheid
on biblical grounds, reads: “Where the
principlé’of differentiation in a specif-
ic political, constitutional and social
framework is voluntarily and mutuai-
ly accepted by the communities con-
cerned, the Ned Geref Kerk cannot
object.”

«it {Narrow margin

The'éynod asked that the words “the
application'of” be scrapped from the
paragraph: “The Ned Geref Kerk is
corvinced that the application of
apartheid as a political and social sys-
tem’ which . causes injustice towards
people 'and which unjustly advantages
oné -group above another, cannot be
accepted on Christian ethical grounds
because this is in conflict with the
principles of loving one’s neighbour
andy justice, and unavoidably assails
the dignity of all concerned.”

By-'a narrow margin the synod re- -

jected’an amendment from Professor
H J B Combrinck to insert “on account

of the racist foundation on whicli the
policy is based” in this paragraph.

It also rejected another motion pro-
posed by the Rev Herbert Brand of St
Stephen’s congregation which con-
demned apartheid without qualifica-
tion or definition.

Professor Jan Hanekom, chairman
of the temporary commission which
formulated the adopted recommenda-
tions, said the problem with the exist-
ing paragraph in Church and Soci-
ety was that it had been interpreted

differently by people of different po-

litical convictions.

“Only bad”

Mr C F Spies of Knysna said apart-
heid was not had in every respect. It
depended on the application of the
policy. .

Dr Theo Badenhorst said the test of
apartheid was in its result.

“Has it caused more love, more har-
mony? We must honestly answer
iN01.” .

Dr J D Loubser asked whether
there was good and bad in apartheid
or only bad. &

He said: “Apartheid ag it'is defined
in the world today is only bad. Apart-
heid per se must be rejected.*’

The Rev M Vosleo of Klawer said

. delegates were “raping the truth”. He

said no political system c#iild be com-
pletely bad. - T

“Is it utopia to say apartheid can
work? I don’t believe it,” he said.




of peoplé 2
dwellings at Esikwa-
deni, near Maritzburg,
this week, according to
the police unrest report.

A youth was assaulted
and. slightly injured and
a 10-year-old boy who
was abducted was later
found beheaded.

Most of the incidents
in the report concerned
unrest in the Maritzburg
area.

At Taylor's Halt, also
near the city, police
found the bodies of two
men after they had alleg-
edly been abducted by a
group on October 18.
Roth appeared to have
died from stab wounds.

At Edendale a deliv-
ery vehicle was damaged
by stoning. — Sapa

Guards shot in
AK-47 ambush

Own Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG., —
Suspected guerillas
armed with AK-47s and
Skorpion machine pis-
tols seriously wounded
two Fidelity guards and
fled with R11 000 outside
the First National Bank
agency in Eldorado Park
vesterday morning, a
police spokesman said.
The two guards, in
their twenties, are in a
serious but stable condi-
tion after being hit by
bullets in the lower
arts of their bodies.
A reward of R20 000 is
eing offered for infor-

ation leading to an ar- |
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By RONNIE MGRRIS

IN A historie decision yesterda
Western Cape synod of the Ned Geref
Kerk expressed itself in favour of a
unified church.

In doing so the synod became the
first of nine regional synods to accept
a decision concerning the unity of
churches in the family of the Ned
Geref- Kerk. , N

N e e .
The synod accepted an amendment!

by the ad hoc commission on “the uni-
ty of*the family of Ned Geref
churches”, to a section of the contro-
versial policy document “Kerk en Sa-
melewing” (Church and Society). The
section calls for the Ned Geref Kerk
“tg strive for a greater expression of
the unity of the family of Ned Geref
churches™.

“Kerk en Samelewing” was accepl-
ed at the general synod last year.

The amendment reads: “The synod
is in favour of one religious denomina-
tion for the family of Ned Geref
churches. One religious denomina-
tion, as it is understood in the synodal-
presbyterial system of church govern-
ment, comes about when separate
congregations, with the same creed
and church government, are grouped

‘W Cape synod favours

family’

together in superior church bodies
{meerdere kerkvergaderings) to give

expression to the intrinsic unity of the
Church. Such a religious denomina-
tion can be structured in different
ways.

“The guestion as to what form this
visible unity should take will have to
be determined through in-depth dis-
cussions among the different member
churches, in the light of the demands
of Scripture and present realities.”

The Rev Herbert Brand of St
Stephens — tha.only coloured congre-
gation of the Ned Geref Kerk — said
the suspension of congregational bor-
ders was a requirement for church
unity and would not be forced on
people. The Ned Geref Kerk should
ugite now and not “wait for the here-
after”.

Dr Francois Hanekom of Melkbos-
strand said that if the synod accepted
the amendment, the Ned Geref Kerk
would celebrate “Reform Day” this
Sunday.

Dr Kosie Delport said he supported
the amendment for the sake of eventu-
al peace in this country. Only the
Church of Jesus Christ could bring
about peace,

NGK pastoral letter on synod

By RONNIE MORRIS

THE overwhelming acceptance by the.

Ned Ceref Kerk of the controversial
policy document “Kerk en’ Samelew-
ing”, its stand on detention without
trial, civil disobedience and the role
of women in the church are among
topies contained in a pastoral letter to
be read out in member churches this
Sunday.

The pastoral letter will set out deci-
sions and recommendations of the
Western Cape Synod.

The letter encourages members to

j‘react in a positive manner to the

government’s ecall to conscription”
and to distance themselves from
churches opposing apartheid.

. The'synod also rejected the “appli-
calion of apartheid as a political and
social system by which human dignity
is adversely affected, and whereby
one particular group is suppressed by
another”.

The General Synod was asked by
Western Cape synod to apply for ob-
server status with the South African
Council of Churches, while the West-
ern Cape synod has decided to apply
for observer status with the Western
Province Council of Churches.

A

sy A rorm

frstver)

e

R AR T e

e oat

—_ - /

FE

o]

o« PR s N

-

W s m mm e ——




i Refigfon‘ Reporter .
THE Western Cape synod of the

principle that the churches in the
Ned Geref family should unite to

- The synod yesterday endorsed the
: general synod’s decision in the policy
‘.’ document, Kerk en Samelewing,

to the demand of visible unity of the
o | family) ' S Co
L,’ .ia [ It accepted the principle that the’
i .| Ned Geref family should become one
+ 44 { denomination. " - ;

of church government, contes into ex-*
L Istence when separate congregations
i+ |'with the same confessions and church

additiona} church meetings to give ex-
‘pression ‘to the ‘unity of the church,
] Such denominations ¢an be structured,
S In various ways.” . -

The synod said.the question of how
this visible unity should be structured

sions.between member churches, tak-

and practical cireumstances.

Stephen’s congregation ‘which called
for one institutional denomination —
- | one church from congregation level

+|.— to be formed as soon as possible.

.7 | of the ad hoc commission which for-
.| mulated the adopted proposals, 'said
this was the most important decision
which had come before the synod. * °

T T Ty

T
.

Ned Geref Kerk has accepied the .

o become one church, but not neces- -
. sarily at congregation level. N

that a clear expression must be given

‘{-s: . i] government are grouped together in..

. [ would be decided in urgent discus- '

ing into account scriptural demands })orted by the Sendingkerk, of unity

The synod rejected an amendment g
. from the Rev Herbert Brand of St °

Professor Jan Hanekom, chairman .

' it would result in immediate forced

integration, but this was not so.
® A Ned Geref Sendingkerk leader

-loday welcomed the decision by the

Western Cape synod of the white “sis-
ter” church to support unity-of the
Ned Geref family of churches.

. Dr Andries Botha, a member of the
Sendingkerk’s moderature, said h{s
church would not react officiaily until
the moderature met next month, but
he was personally thankful for this
decision, o

‘Dr Botha said this decision brought
the Western Cape region more in line
with the decision of the other member

-+~ churches,

g “One ‘denomination, as understood .- ““Mayhe they-didnt say if in the

iy~ |'in the synodical Presbyterian system¥.same words, but this ‘decision’ means
.-'i O

that we are much more on the same
wavelength, SR

™. “I hope their decision will influence |.

talks between our churches now that

"we will not be told that it is not a

final decision: but still has to be rati-
fied by the general syned” .

He said the NGK’s decision had
been open-ended and allowed for sev-
eral different medels of implementa-

. tion. .- .

It did not exclude the model sup-

from congregational level.

., Dr. Botha said the Western Cape
‘synod’s decisions on apartheid and on

detention without trial had brought
the region a step closer to the Sen-
dingkerk’s position.: - - o

* The synod rejected apartheid per se
and not simply its practical applica-
tion. They also asked the Government

: to use detention without trial only as

an extreme measure and not to detain
anyone without the intention of laying

SN - He said some deleggtes feared that a charge.
mm(w.&mmuw S ST
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4 Cape Times, Saturday, October 24, 1987 *

By ANDREW DONALDSON

THE Archbishop of Cape
Town, the Most Rev Desmond
Tutu, has welcomed — “al-
though with reservations” —
the “positive sounds” that
came from the Western Cape
Synod of the Ned Geref Kerk
this week.

In a statement yesterday, Arch-
bishop Tutu said several synod
resolutions were encouraging. In
particular the:

@ Declaration that “apartheid,
as a political and social system
which causes injustice towards
people and which unjustly fa-
vours one group above another,
cannot be accepted on Christian
ethieal grounds. .

@ Resolution supportmg a
single NGK, united across racial
barriers.

® Decision to seek observer
membership of the Western Pro-
vince Counceil of Churches and to
urge the NGK's General Synod to
do the same in respect of the

hails
has reservations

South African Council of
Churches.

@ Call to extend conscientious
objector status to those who for
moral reasons believe a particu-
lar military conflict to be unjust.

@ Opposition to detaining
people involved in peaceful pro-
test and its condemnation of tor-
ture.

Qualifications

“These resolutions give cause
for hope that the NGK may yet
play a role in the establishment
of justice in our country,” Arch-
bishop Tutu said.

But he was disappointed at the
“sometimes confusing qualifica-
tions evident in the synod’s pro-
nouncements — qualifications
which regrettably make it impos-
sible for us to welcome the syn-
od’s decisions unequivoeally”.

It was of concern that the synod
still found it necessary to speak
of “differentiation” being accept-
able “where the principle ... is

mutually and voluntarily accept-
ed ... ”, he said.

Also of concern was the synod
allowing “in its resolution on
church unity for a situation in
which most church members
would in practice be grouped in
racially-separate church strue-
tures up to the level of an ‘um-
brella’ or ‘ecumenical’ synod”, he
said.

“I also deplore the synod’s re-
fusal to condemn the principle of
banning and detention without
trial and its approval of military
service in support of an 'unjust
system.”

Perhaps “most dzsappomtmg
was the synod’s apparent failure
to “clearly and explicitly” show-
penitence for the NGK's. role of
promoting apartheid in the past.

“The church played an instru-
mental role in the adoption of the
political policy of apartheid and,
not until the church expresses
repentance fully and properly,
will we be able to move forward
with it.”
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Religion Reporter

The biggeﬁé‘gﬂhgoblem of the breakaway Ned Geref Kerk dissidents 7

was that they had believed church teaching over the past 40
years, says Unisa theologian, Dr Adrio Konig,

The dissidents have formed their own church, the Afrikaanse Pro-
testantse Kerk (APK) — open to whites only, :

Dr Konig, writing in the latest Issue of Word and Action, official
organ of the Reformational Movement of South Africa, says the
views of the APK are simply a continuation of the traditional
apartheid policy, hoth in the church and in the community,

“In this sepse_they sare indeed children of the NGK since this
church, over; ghtifpast 40 years, officially approved apartheid and
Justified it theologically.” )

He writes that the reversal of the NGK Iast year in deciding to

t e
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indoctrination —
A

of the apartheid policy was a turning point which ’é/tartéd in the

Previous decade. It was a change the APK could not aceept.

“In this sense the NGK has to do with fts own children — people
who have accepted the apartheid theology and want 50} ontinue jt.
It can thus he expected of the NGK to act towards them with
understanding and gentleness, &

“On the other hand the APK is more than Just innocent children
of the NGK. In their manifesto ‘Geloof en Prote3’ (Belief and Pro-
test) there is g striking radicalisation of apartheid !, {which)
is_t;-ti?ses that people will live ag Separate groups even in the after.
ife”, Vo

Dr Konig says the APK “blindly” poes to ext'rifﬁlési iinknown ear-
lier and for which there js “absolutely no basis In Seripture”.

“We see in them how ashamed we must be abiout thé*hidtory of
apartheid in the NGK. It was a disgrace.” LA '

academic

open the church to all races and to reject aspects of the application
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By Carina le Graige, Religion Rep(;ti: Iy

After 1; smonths. of furmotl, thé Nederduités

Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) is having a

breathér ~— all the regional 'synods have’ miet
and the church is, more or jess, still intact
since the June split. + -2 5" . - e
Dire: predictions that the’ chirch could find
itself in tatters after the recenfly held regional
synods, did not come to pass; © .3 l

Itis only a yeal ago since ,l;‘he"‘NGK,G;mral

' Synod“approved the document which gave rise
to the turmeil... .\, i i s U
‘Thedocument, Kerk ‘en Samelewing
(Churtch. and Society).coritained the contentious
decision! that membership ‘of -the’ previously
whites:only:NGK would be opened to 411 races,
(‘This'started a chain of events which culmin-
ated'in:the formation of the new all-white Afri-
kaanse Protestantse Kerk.and. continuing- divi-

S

sions within the church, -~ . Pt

" Indications were that the 11 regional symods
of the church would. probably prove strong
grassrdots opposition to the decision.
Regional syrods. are: intended: tb:assess
grassroots support for general synod:decisions.

Their;resohitions are again-forwarded to ‘the
next general synod < three yedrs away. -«
sSome, people .expected the ‘majority ‘of re-
glonal’synods’ would reject. the’ open mem-
‘bership, décision’out of hand. In the end, only
the;South, West' Africa "syrod totally rejécted
open membership, . . - - A
The other synods did not vote: for the repeal
of thé“gecision, although the: wording'of the
original document: was-afmended or-reformu- |,
lated,” 2 o T shae
* None of,the alterations thangeq tlig;essence

of thé:decision;. indicating _there will,be no

R
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Ref formation movement ‘must

defuse polltlcal sﬂuatuon

w; S
¥: By Carina le Grange,
.-~ Religion Beporter ‘

The Refoimational "Movément
of' South Africa (Remsa) must

. defuse the “overheatéd political
| situation in South Africa” per-

vading all: aspects of life, the
moderator’ ,of ;the Nederduitse
Gereformeerde Kerk, says Pro-
fessor Johan Heyns,

He was speakmg at Remsas
annual congress, held in Johan-
nesburg on Friday, on the task
of Rémsa in the present and fu-
ture, He is a fobmer chairman.

Professor Heyns identified six
bonds binding society: marriage,
the family, eulture, the volk, the
State and the church, in which
Remsa could play a “reforma-
tional” role.

. South African soclety is in
d1re need.of a:body like Remsa,
whlch can critically, and in a re-
formational way, highlight de-
féetive activities in these bonds.

B ;' ., O ;_.;'r-, '

“There must be a break from
pre-programmed pohtical *
thought processef o

“Remsa,=rooted n God
there to show™ that there 1s
something wrong in society and

K

that society is iIL”
He said Remsa was “by defi-
nition” neither verlig nor

verkramp, right-wing nor. Jeft-
wing, since this would enslave it
to a certain ideology.

Remsa had to analyse and
highlight bonds in society “af-
fected by sin”, and make certain
goncrete reformatlonal sugges-
ions.

It had, for example, to point
out that there were severe prob-
lems in marriage — evidenced
by the high divorce rafe; ¢ -

He asked whether, in the past,
the movement had not been too
involved with polmcal prob- i
lems.

-F.f r.,

41l races. The*sub-title of the APK is “A church of Christ among

New white church holds first synod

Jhe Afrikaanse Protestantse Kerk (APK) is holding its first synod at
Constantia Park near Naboomspruit today.

The APK was founded in July when dissatisfied members of
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) broke away in pro-
1tt‘-zst over the general synod’s decision last year to open the NGK to

whlte Afrikaners”.
A number of m1msters — many retired — have ‘joined ‘the
‘APK  Which says. 1;,‘ha’§ ébout 50 congregations countrywide. - ' *¥7




Afrikaners

Sunday morning, the bells peal and Dominee
Johan Roux, dark suit and white tie, stands
outside his NG Kerk waiting to greet his
flock. One by one they arrive, dressed as
Afrikaner Calvinist tradition expects.

A familiar SA scene. Wrong. This is Har-
are, power seat of the Marxist Robert Mu-
gabe, who before independence was accused
by South Africans that he would scrap
Christmas and turn churches into beer halls.

Roux and fellow pastor Mike Swart's con-
gregation, one of the 16 in Zimbabwe which
accommodate 2 000 Afrikaners, is typical of
Mugabe’s policy of reconciliation. “There is

.a lot of appreciation for the PM’s policy after
the war,” says Roux.

“In general the Afrikaner in Zimbabwe
has a positive relationship with his black
fellow-Zimbabweans. But for the policy of
reconciliation, it would not have been possi-
ble to stay on.”

Roux for one has no intention to leave. He
and his wife Rinamari with their four child-
ren are extremely happy. “I would be happy
1o become a Zimbabwean citizen,” he says.

He is however no stranget to black govern-
ments. Two of his children were born outside
SA — one in Zambia when he spread the
Gospel in Lusaka, the other in Zimbabwe.

Accusations that health services and the
standard of education have dropped are not
true, says Roux. The reverse is true — espe-
cially, there is a good government hospital.

However, he may send his cldest daughter
to Pretoria next year for her high school
education. He would like her to go to an
Afrikaans university and fears that the tran-
sition to Afrikaans education would be hard
should she continue schooling in Harare.

“But I shudder to think how she will react
to incidents like when they banned the black
athlete at the high school in Menlo Park.”

&= )

feel safe

His_children are blind to racial -differ-

"ences. That was highlighted when his son

Johan asked to bring a friend home one night
to sieep over. The friend turned out to be
black — something Johan never even
thought of mentioning. Not that he would
have expected it, adds Roux.

It is not always easy to be an Afrikaner in
Zimbabwe. Incidents back in SA like the
AWB reception at Jan Smuts airport for the
returning Dakar group are shown on TV.
“That is how the Afrikaner is projected.”

The mother church does not always allevi-
ate pressure. “The strong rightwing reaction
in the NGK over the new policy adopted at
the general synod meeting last year became

The Rouxs ... happy
in Harare

an embarrassment lo us.

“That is also our strongest criticism of the
NGK. We believe the Synod has not yet
totally condemned apartheid. It still believes
there is good and bad apartheid. The ideolo-
gy should be condemned.”

Though these incidents are a constant cm-
barrassment, Roux says none of them has
ever been held against the Zimbabwean
Afrikaner. “There has never been any pres-
surc on us to dissolve the Afrikaans church,

We are an_open church.”
Neither has there been moves {rom gov-

ernment to force the church to abandon its
Afrikaans character. “Even our bank
account is registered as the Nederduils
Gereformeerde Kerk in Zimbabwe,” says
Roux.

There are three NGK congregations in
Harare. One holds its services in English.

The church is serious about its role in
Zimbabwe and tries to broaden its responsi-
bilities towards the whole community. Roux
says they often take part in welfare schemes
with other churches — the latest being a city
shelter for destitutes in co-operation with
Catholics, Anglicans and Methodists,

Roux chairs the organisation, on whose
board a member of government serves. His
church often donates money to such organi-
sations. “Recently we donated a stud bull to
a black farming community. One of our
elders led a course on the use of the bull.

“When the hospital at Kadoma was de-
stroyed by fire we gave a large sum to have it
rebuilt. At the same time we presented a
government hospital with wheelchairs.”

So while the NGK back home is still
bickering in 1987 over the term “open
churches,” some 2 000 Afrikaners, most sur-
vivors of a bitter war, show the Christian way
ina mult'iracial society.
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K man axe
-for,admitting

a coloured elder

By Carina le Grange,
. Religion Reporter
A Nederduitse Gerefor-
meerde Kerk minister
was dismissed this week-

' end for admitting a col-

oured man as an elder in
_his congregation.

The Rev Pieter Dumas

"+ of Germiston said yes-
% terday that he was seek-

ing legal advice on his
dismissal and would take
_the matter further,

1 -
*  ‘QUTRAGEOUS’
* Earlier this year, Mr

* Dumas was not allowed

 to participate in his re-
gional sypod because the
elder, Mr Joseph Oudt-

.« shoorm, a coloured man

from Ou Lokasie, lived

found the dismissal by his
local preshytery “ouira-
geous” and that he
thought a minister had to
commit a “grave sin” in
order to be dismissed.

“TREATED FAIRLY’

His dismissal means
that he remains a mem-
ber of the church, retains
his status as minister but
may not be called to an-
other congregation.

The Rev Willie Baden-
horst, chairman of the
presbhytery that sacked
Mr Dumas, said the min-
jster had been ireated
“yery fairly” but refused
10 elaborate.

Mr Dumas could ap-
peal to the regional synod

e Atk e e

Broadlay , l' * " outside the geographical Onéte ;Itllf‘:;:;hh‘:}f:‘?ésue
ing and { | L borders otf_ the Germiston y .4 nothing to do with
- to offer{ : - , congregation. the,fact that Mr Oudsth-
“excellen! Church law excludes oorn was coloured.
- sportin - 1. people living outside the Mr Dumas said his
th 1 hg ; » geographical borders of a congregation had been
: healthy . congregation from being very supportive and that
: country,! ., & members. the complaints “came
L nesburg.’ ’F‘ k " Mr Dumas said he from outside”.
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,;;__rhe‘.Ggr'mistomlNe@&;ﬁg‘ggﬁ!{eﬂ@minister' who 'was suspended |
°|{. after he earlier thingy%’x;gf@ppoinﬁe - coloured man to his church §
L 'jgounc;l, will fight the; ,k.m'ug#l'int_théj!,l;preme_Court,‘ ifnecessary. |
3 |8 -7%;The suspended: inis ‘%Eﬁthq,;:ljgv,? Pieter Dumas; has been ad-
I |§ vised notto commentitohthe media until his appeal to the |
;. (| resional synod has beeniheard*If: this appeal:does ‘not 'succeed,
% |f hesaid he'will takg;;,thﬁgﬁmﬁgttemmﬂtpe{Snpreme Cpu;;t;"},,,; o 8
% I8 NGK officials; i g}ﬂ@ggflafﬁthg"‘ich,g‘irxpan of the local presbytery, §
+ |§ the Rev Willie BadephorstihaveStressed that'the suspension has § |
& |§ ‘nothing to do witht e controversial move of accepting a coloured | |

| man, Mr Joseph Oqgis‘hqgﬁn,"as a member of the congregation -and H
|_later as an elders i3 indh v g e Rl
§ .; - The dispute arose because Mr Oudshoorn lives in Ou Lokasie — A
! "outside the geographical boundaries of the Germiston NGK con-
{ -gregation. This means he. is not, according to reformed church
«Jaw, allowed to join the congregation. '
§ [ The moderator of the NGK, Professor-Johan Heyns, last night §
- said he could. not comment on the matter as:it was was the H!|

| 1business of theésguthfejrn ﬁamvaalﬁegional Synod.
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1mmoral say ,M%
K academlcs

! + By Mélanie Gosling
’ i
Four"Afrikaans theologlans, mem-

bergr ‘of - the: Nederduitse Gerefor-

meerde Kerk (NGK) and the Gere-
formeerde Kerk, have published a
booklet which slams apartheid as
morally and theologically unac-
ceptable and advocates an inclu-
swe democracy for South Africa.

? s ‘REVOLUTIONARY'

‘ The booklet, “The Optlon for Inclu-
t sive Democracy” which is likely to be
regarded as revolutionary by the broad
base of the' NGK, “will make people

like Treurnicht fulminate”, according ..

% to one of the authors, Dr Johann Kingh-
% orn, of the department of Bible studies
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at the University of Stellenbosch.
“Thig is mot a-protest document. It is
aimed at people who are looking for:an

-alternative to apartheid and to a so-

ciety based on race,” Dr Kinghorn said.
The book calls for free and equal ne-
gotiation in moving towards a post-
apartheid society and says it is “obvi-
ous that all who are imprisoned or in
exile for political reasons must be
given normal freedom of movement
and access to such negotiations”.
Admitting they offer no “instant so-
lutions”, they call for a free democracy
in whlch
® There are equal and just .opportuni-
ties for all people to share in decision

.. makifig. 4%

® The government acts for the good of
society and is aceountable to all aduilt
K cltlzens H

T [@The? human dignity of
all .is acknowledged and
' guaranteed by equal . ac-,

.cess to courts.
| @ Theie. ' ig' umversal
i| adult sﬁffrage o

‘@ Thelirights of eitlzens
are ' not’ determmed: on'
the grounds of race.’ .
They have also called|
for a halt to violence —:
both * from . liberation
; movements anid from the
1 mlhtary “which props up
:the dpartheid systemy”.
‘3 The: other- authors- are
*iProfessor Bernard’ Late-
‘gan of the Department of -
Bible: Studles at the: Uni-
y ver’%lty of i Stellenbosch
DrDE de- Vrlhers‘JSemor :
lecturer : in;, Theologlcal‘
'Ethics' at the Higenot
College ' of ;the. NGK in’
Wellington, and Professor
-Louyrens. du P1ess1s, head
of legal philosophy at, the
University. . of Potchef-
stroom. : 1. '
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GRAHAMSTOWN —
Muffled bells tolled
from, --the cathedral
tower at lunchtime yes-
terday as the Albany
Black Sash held a half-
hour protest against re-
strictions placed on 17
organisations by the gov-
ernment,

members oﬂthe Sash at
the entrance to the ca-
thedral was one with a
John Donne quotation —
“for whom the bell
tolls™,

The protest, which
drew a mixed reaction, -
drew several groups of‘
bystanders and was®

Among the pIacards without incident, —
displayed * by " single DDR
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By Jo-Anue Collinge
'What could put Mrs Jean Sinclair, Black Sash foun-
der and veteran demonstrator, to flight?
,. The unlikely answer is her fellow members of the
. "Black Sash — bent on celebrating her 80th birthday
*“{his year in a very public manner.
-~ While Mrs Sinclair is tempted to escape to Scot-
« Tand to avoid the fuss, Sash colleagues have pledged
-'td make the occasien an event that will be remem-

R 20

~Hered well into the future.

=2 They have endowed a bursary which will bear her
““Wame. It will be tenable at the University of the

Witwatersrand, which acknowledged Mrs Sinclair’s
~gontribution to human rights by awarding her an
. honorary doctorate in 1976, soon after she retired as

: president of the Sash.

. The first recipient of the Jean Sinclair Bursary
t"_’ﬁill be announced at the opening of the Sash annual
+_conference in the Great Hall at Wits tonight.
“.’v The organisation is hoping for a large turn-out for
1""the opening which takes the form of a public meet-

uwg°
" The focus will be on human rights, a theme sug-

,gésted by this year being the 40th anniversary of the
signing of United Nations Declaration of Human §
°_Rights, and of South Africa’s failure to endorse the

*“déclaration.

‘... Speakers at the opening will be the Reverend
“™Frank Chikane, general secretary of the South Afri-

e

~{an Council of Churches,
- ~Dr Nora Chase of the
““World Council of
*“*Churches who has spe-
Lclal knowledge of Nami-
¢'Bbia, and current Black
““Sash president Mrs
_Mary Burton.
*7y This year also marks
« fhe 10th anniversary of
> the United Nations’
~'4doption of Resolution
~435 on self-rule for Na-
+ mibia. Dr Chase will
7&peak on human rights
“ih the territory, a decade
- after Resolution 435.
. Human rights have al-
“ways been the focus of
the Black Sash — from
“ifs founding 33 years ago
~in reaction to the remov
~al of coloured people
from the common
yoters’ roll to its more
recent concentration on
Torced removals, the in-
fustices of black local
government, mass de-

Black Sash to honour

Leaders in the Black Sash struggle for human rights: Sash foun-
der and former president Mrs Jean Sinclair {left) and her daugh-

ter, Mrs Sheena Duncan.
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its founder at meeting ***

tention without trial.

The Sash has no writ-
ten creed or manifesto.
But, says Mrs Sheena
Duncan, a former presi-
dent of the organisation,
co-ordinator of its ad-
vice offices nationwide
(and Jean Sinclair's
daughter), the organis-
tion’s unwritten law has
resulted in a remarkable
consistency in the issues
it has highlighted. Mi-
grant labour, forced re-
movals, pass law injus-
tices have angered Sash
members for well over
two decades.

Mrs Sinclair remem-
bers — as if it were yes-
terday — how the stal-
warts of the Sash turned
from their defeat over
the representation of
coloureds in Parliament
to affirm their belief
that they should con-
tinue to “fight injustice
wherever it occurred”.

“We had a meeting in
the Skyline Hotel to de-
cide whether to pack it
up or carry on,” she re-
calls. The decision was
to continue. It was not a
popular one. Overnight
membership dropped

from 10000 to about
1100.

One of the greatest
achievements of the
Sash, Mrs Duncan reck-
ons, was its ability to
hold together and act
with integrity in the
1960s, “the Dark Ages of
anti-apartheid work” —
after the first state of
emegergency, after
Sharpeville, after the
banning of the mass po-
litical organisations.

Mrs Duncan, who
joined the Sash in 1963
“because there was noth-
ing else to join at that

stage, unless you were a
student and could be
part of Nusas", believes
that human rights have
never been at a lower
ebb in South Africa than
they are at present.

Is this an indictment
of the Sash, an indication
of failure? Not necessar-
ily, she says. “I think it's
very hard to measure
where South Africa
would be if the Sash had
not existed. How do you
know what would have
happened if we had not
campaigned for years on
the pass laws?”

-




“«,

=

* The Black Sash
national conference is
being held at the Uni-
versity of the Wit-
» watersrand this week,
The focus is on human
rights, an issue that
d has always been cen-
AR tral to Black Sash ac-
tivities. National President Mary Burton ex-
\plains why it remains vitally important,

Afier the past 14 days, in which individual
people and 17 organisations in SA were
silenced and restricted by official decree, it
ymight seem naively Utopian to propose a
campaign about human rights.

Nevertheless, this 40th year since the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (on December 10 1948) by
the General Assembly (GA) of the United
Nations is an appropriate time for South
Africans to consider what we mean by hu-
man rights and how best such rights are to be
recognised and protected.

In 1948, the Declaration was approved by
48 votes to nil with eight abstentions (includ-
ing SA and the Soviet bloc). Since that time,
a number of charters, covenants and conven-
tions on human rights, not only personal and
social, civil and political, but also economic

and cultural, have been adopted in various
regions of the world, with varying degrees of
influence and value,

In SA itself, the Freedom Charter, drawn
up in 1956, has played a significant role in
extra-parliamentary politics and is viewed by
the many supporters of the charterist organi-
sations as a sound basis on which to build a
new and different society.

Declarations, charters and conventions
about human rights are valuable guides to
countries and organisations seeking govern-
mental and legal structures which will allow
the greatest possible degree of freedom, to-
gether with the maximum protection for all
citizens alike.

However, such declarations do not have
the power of enforceable legislation. In coun-
tries which have signed charters or treaties,
it is possible to bring cases of violations of
such agreements to the courts; but in others
there are almost no channels which can be
used 1o put forward legal argument against
infringements of human rights,

There is a growing perception that the
international conventions ought to constitute
a legal obligation and, indeed, there are
lawyers and academics who are prepared to
argue that the Universal Declaration has
become in toto a part of binding customary
international law,

Focus is on human rights

In SA, there has for a long time been
debate about the merits of a Bill of Rights,
possibly similar to the American model.
Since the South African Law Commission
was requested to make a study of the possi-
bility of a Bill of Rights, the debate has once
more become topical.

The difficulties of introducing such a Bill
here are almost insurmountable, at a time
when even such civil rights as used to be
protected are now disregarded in terms of
the State of Emergency. There is also wide-
spread mistrust of the motives of those who
now propose a Bili of Rights. The white,
privileged sector of society is suspected of
trying to ensure protection of its property,
group and cultural rights in an increasingly
uncertain future.

The Black Sash is concerned with many
aspects of violations of the 30 articles of the
Declaration of Human Rights which occur in
SA: discrimination; repression of dissent; de-
tention without trial; suppression of informa-
tion; unequal and inferior education; forced
removals; . .. the list seems endless.

It is, therefore, particularly appropriate
that the March issue of Sash, our quarterly
magazine, should have Human Rights as its
principal theme and that the focus of our
1988 National Conference will be on this
vital topic,
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curis in the gloom ... Black Sash mem- -
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Africa who still had space to move for Tndeed it was designed to do so, he @ Picture by Alf Kumalo.
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HUMAN: Rights, the
theme for this  yeur's
annual conference of the
Black Sash, coincides
with the 40¢h amniversary
of. the coming to powey of

the Natjona] Party
Government.

The conference which

continyes today g¢
Koinonia, Judiths Paar],

| was launched Yith g
public meeting at the

University of the
Witwatersrand’s Gfeat__.
Hall lagt night,
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- Council of Churches — g
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The general secretary
of the World Coungi] of
Churches, Dy Nora
Chase, spoke on human
rights in Namibig — 10
years after the Unjted
Nations Declaration of
Human Rights (Resolu-
tion 435),

Tackle

The Rev Fra nk
Chikane, genera] secret-
ary of the South African

REVENTS

S on rights

member of the WCC. —

addressed the mceting.

The conference will
also tackle issues such as
capital punishment,
status of political
prisoners, detainees and
conditiofis of detention,
regionalisation, the
plight of children,
education and homelegs-
ness.

A video presentation
will include the violence 4
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in Maritzburg and @hp)
Natal indaba,

Black Sash president
Mrs Mary Burton will
dlso give her state of the
nation report,

Another highlight of
the conference, which
ends on Sunday, wili be
the honouring of Black
Sash founder, Mrs Jean
Sinclair, who celebrates
her 80th birthday thig
Year.
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§ South African Counct of Chusches, munced no
B words in opening the Black Sash's nanonal con-
M ference last weekend: “Those who are white ...
K suil have space 1o cause change,” he sad. “If you
do not use that space you are responsible for the
deaths of the people.”

H  The challenge to “fill the gap” left by the recent
3 bannmg of 17 orgamsations — groups Chikane
B descnibed as non-violent, open to negotiation and
Bl doing the work of the charch — permeated the
33:d conference, held in johanmesburg, of the
[ women’s human rights Organisacon

B Events last weekend wndicated the space for
B peaceful protest was sull shnnkang. Chikane had
ysted the white commumnity, busimess represénta-
uves, church leaders and the 1nternational com-
mumty as the groups which had “space to save
this country”. On Saturday the conference’s pro-
granume was mterrupted by an announcement that
the Commuttee for the Defence of Democracy —
formed by charch leaders and others after the
M February 24 bannings — had been banned.

in an tnierview at the end of the conference,

i Cheap advice

N the post-milax controd era, the Black Sash ad-
vice office 1 Johannesburg has begun handling
birth cernficate problems as of they were citizen-
ship quertes.

According to Sheenz Duncan, natonal co-
ordinator of (he orgamsation’s advice offices, the
M new laws have created a new vicious circle but
£ the result 15 the same: people who are not record-
ed in the population register have no official exis-
B tence.

In terms of the pass laws, she said, thousands
i were unable to unable 1o obtain a pass or refer-
M ence book “because they never had a permut to re-
B side in Soweto because they never could prove
b3 they were born and had always lived in the area”.

HNow, 1n order to obtain the new idennty docu-
ment, people who never had a reference book

must preduce a birth cernficate.

4  Buz Duncan says the Department of Home Af-
fairs will not 13suc a fate registraton of birth if
there 15 no hospual or clime reeord of the bisth,
4 or tf there 15 1o baptism ceruficate dated m the
first five years after the barth,

In the department’s Johannesburg regional of-
o fice, affidavits cerufying the bisth are not aceept-
I ed. People who were born at home without the
£] assistance of meaicai professionals and who are
A not baptised have no hope of geting a birth cer-

]

The Black Sash escaped the government’s most recent clampdowrn on extra-
parliamentary groups — so whites must use the space left to thern or bear
some responsibility for activists' deaths, Frank Chikane tells the white hurnan

righis organisation.
JO-ANN BEKKER reporis on the Black Sash's national conference

Mary Burton, who was ¢lected for a third term of
office as president, said the Black Sash had de-
fined several ways to respond 16 Chikane's chal-
lenge.

On request, it would assist in filling the space
for service aad crisis work created by the ban-
rings. But while the Sash would “be alert to the
needs expressed, it would not go charging in",
she said. Individuals who had been involved in
stlenced organisarons would not merely “fold
ther hands™.

n addition, the Sash would find avenues for
the voices of banned organisattons to be heard,
usmg the Sash’s publicanons and public plat-
forms. This was alrezdy one of the Sash™s anns,
but it would exanune the possibitities thoughtful-

priceless help

Withous the binh cerificars a person has no
hope of ahtainirg an identty document

And without the ID, people cannot abtain law-
ful 2accommodation, regular employment, a pen-
sion or a disability grant, nor could they enter
rmost banking and commercial transactions.

Duncan said the Sash enderstoed the concern
of the Department of Home Affairs that illegal
aliens from neighbounng countries should not be
able to acquire South African cinzenship by mak-
ing false statements 1 applying for an ID. “But
the victms of the system are usually boag fide
South Afncans whose ciuzenship can be esta-
blished by careful questzoning,” she said.

Meanwhile, reports that the new IDs carry -
comest dates came from advice offices around the
COURITY.

The Pretona office said it had spent much time
asswsting a man to get satisfactory proof of his
birth date. When he eventually tecerved huis ID
the date was entered incorrectly, He was told by
a Home Affairs official to be sausfied it was
“only two months out”.

Duncan said the Sash had reported time and
nme agam about “positively ancieat peopie wiho
have been told they are ‘too young’ to claim a
pension because the compurer says they were
bom several years after the que birth.”

{y, Burton sad.
She said many Sash members, particularly

those 1p smaller areas, felt inadequate to meet the 3

challenge. “Although there 15 a great anxiety
about how we will cope, on the other hand there
is a real commutment 1o facing the challenge as
well as we can.™

With thus 1n mund the 1 8()}member organsa-
tion woutd stnve to mncrease 1s size and “to acti-
vate our membership so they are more mvoived
in our work™.

One of the dilemmas posed at the conference
was whether the Black Sash should remain inde-
pendent and nen-aligned or whether 1t should af-
filiate to mass-based organisations.

The orgamsation’s mon-ahigned stance has
probably ensured 1ts survival over three decades
of Nationalist rule. But 1n an inereasingly poia-
rised society there 1s pressure from within the
Sash for the organisation to leave the “ivory ow-
er” of white privilege.

This debate, which was closed to the press,

took place arcund the question of whether 1o af-
filiate to the Federatton of South Afncan Women,
which is currendy bemng revived — a move
which would requare an amendment to the Sash’s
consutution and could only oceur after a year’s
notce.
In the end, the conference resoived to
encourage ali our regions and members to take
an active part 1n seeking and strengthening con-
tact with Fedsaw™. It urged members 10 work in
close associaton with Fedsaw on campaigns and
projects so that the process of buiiding oust and
friendship may become a reality in practice as
well as in prireiple”. But 1t stopped stopped short
of affiliatien,

In an interview, Burton said she felt strongiy
that alliance or affilianon ought to be crgame and
not be 1mposed by the 40 delegates to the confer-
ence, “We should bmld the process first,” she
said. “untd 1t 15 something peopte want for them-
selves. They should not do 1t because 1t looks
gocd.”

However, owards the end of the conference.
vice-president Rosemary van Wyk Smuh of the
Cape Albany region urged that this “process” be
speeded up. She agreed the space the Sash was
working within was

i

‘fragile ana has to be pro-

The passing parade

tected. But there 15 a danger 1f we use it as an
fvory tower separate from mass-based orgamsa-
tions. We must use it to align ourselves with
mass-based organusanons,” she sad.

“Whate we have decided not to affiliate we must
understand ouf commument to using space. We
must go back 10 our regions and work out how
we ¢an use space best. [t mav mvolve a constitu-
tronai change (to permu: affibanen®.

The ongosng debate over parucipation In state
struciures was another focus for discussion over
the weekend, centred parteularly on the Cetober
murmctpal elections.

Burton addressed the 1ssue in her opzmung ad-
dress. She outhned the reasons why opponents
of paruczpation oehieved (e swategy was anomed
to farlure:
®Leaders of exwra-parliamentary poiitica

N

- [

... onlookers-at the SADF's 75th anniversary show

%

groups could not operase freely and consultatnon
was impossibie.

@®There was widespread and profound distrast
of the government’s intentions. The government
had a histery of trytng to provide a vowce for
biack optuon without conceding any power.

@The system was loaded against 2 true demo-
cranc process. There was no clanty about the
way the mumecipal elections were to take place.

Tn addition. Burten said, “There 1s the know-
ledge that the major battle which the government
has tost 18 the struggie 1o wan over the hearts and
munds, the support of the majonty of the popuia-
non. That 15 2 victory wauch has been achievea
by the community-based exwa-parliamentary op-
posstion, and it 1s an achuevement 1t 15 not willing
to reltnouish.”

On the cther band, she said, groumngs current-

4 vacuum,” she said. "“They will differ from previ-

ly acting wathin the overall system of government
fiad a role to play “and this may be developed and
expanded, parucularly if the noaacn_a.&wmna
orgamisanons are immebilised for a pericd, This
cotld be a useful development, especially if good
commugicanon can be maintaned between those
within and those outside the system.”

In a discussion- paper, Black Sash member
JToyes Harrss, a former vice-president, arpued for
pamcipation m the Octaber elections.

“Mumcipal elections will not take place m a

ous elecnons i that all parties will be parucipat-
ng openly on a politieal basis fighung for mume-
ipal control.

Harns argued that if they represented the views
of the majonty, regonal services councils maght
provide an opportumty for youmt decision-making |
and generally-acceptable local govermnment
“which would make nonsense of the govern-
ment's carefully devised plans to retan power”.

The conference, as cxpested, did not take a po-
sition on the issue. It decided the Sash’s role was
analytical and informatve: “We must look at the
situation anc how it is developing, what the op-
tions are and what room there 1s,” Burton said.
“Our decision was to equip people better to make
the decision themselves.”

Pending legistation to sever foreign funding of
ant-apartheid organisanons could severely ham-
per the Sash’s work.

Burton said the Black Sash itself would survive
on membership fees, but major projects such as
the Transvaal Rural Action Commuttes, 1ts advice
office and rural fieldworkers were financed with
oversens sepport and could be senousiy affected. _
The Sash resolved to oppose this legislation.

Burton said the Sash had bsted as pnonties
strengtherung 1ts “crisis work” — paracularly in|
remote areas with few resources; gathenng infor- |
manon about events in other countries 10 the
Southern African region, with a view 10 buillding
relanons with women's groups m neighbounng '
counmes; focusing on the mbtarssation of socie-
ty; researching appropriate, community-based re-
sponses to increasing unempioyment and pover-
ty, and campaigmng arotnd the Universat Dec-
laranon of Human Rights

“Qur weakness 1s that we are 2 very small or-
ganisation based in one sector of the population
and there are iimits to what we can do,” Burton
said. “But 1t 15 also possibly one of our strengths
becanse we are & very cohesive group.”

She said bemng white-based, the dash iacks
close contact with the black communuy. “The
State of Emergency and restctions threaten to
cut us off, But we are determinzd 1o suengthen
our bnks. rather than let Wem get broken.”
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. MARY BURTON
ment is subjecting the country

~ to “terror” and “disorganiza- -
- tion". .

§ - the brink of dying”, said Prof D Davis. e
‘govern-

?& 5/E

transitibn, about how to ...mnoun:m the protection of
freedom with the need to maintain necessary restraints.
This is where there is a need for guarantees of basic
human rights. But it is also essential for a legal code to
have the acceptance of the majority of the population.
That is the only way to ensure reverence for the body of
the law. Laws which are passed by an unrepresentative
government cannot command that kind of respect.

If the rule of law is to be respected, the laws must
have the legitimacy that stems from the participation of
all the citizenry in their formulation, and they must be

AN EXTRACT from the presidential address by
- MARY BURTON dglivered to the national confer-
ence of the Black Sesh in Johannesburg last night.

IT IS the words, “terror” and “disorganization”, that’
seem to me, more and more, to express what is happen-
ing in the country.

. The government tries to convince the extreme right
s;un that the ongoing state of emergency is permitting it -
to restore “law and order™; instead the habitants of the seen to protect rights as well as ensuring that justice
towns and townships, the urban squatter settlements takes'it course.
and the rural or semi-rural villages, are subjected to e Lo . .
terror and disorganization by those very forces which When, for example, “warlords” in areas surrounding
ought to exist for their protection. Maritzburg are believed to act with impunity and to

" . . : have the tacit approval of the police, the law is brought
“ . In Crossroads in 1986, in the Maritzburg area, in KTC - jnt4 disrepute. When laws allow discrimination on the
:in Cape Town, in so many towns in the eastern Cabpe pagjs of skin colour and ethnic origin, the law is brought
, there are violentr confrontations between different jpy4 disrepute. And when this happens, when a legal
groups. Time and fime again.we hear allggations that  gogtoar Joses legitimaey, or does not meet the needs of
the security forces favour one group ‘above the other, the people, the people will formuiate other systems of
providing protection or even support. .-

justice.

The grip of terror replaces trust in the rule of law
where emergency regulations are invoked to quell op-
position to government policies, and when the courts
seem to offer little or no protection against arbitrary
detention and other official action. The approach of
{then) Acting Chief Justice mm_.:m is Ewn reassuring: “We
must be realistie.

“We have strangers coming in across the borders with
bembs and mines. There is nothing in the common law
to deal with a situation like that We must get informa-
tion from people we arrest, especially when they are
carrying weapons from the Soviet Eon. otherwise we
can't defend ourselves. The situation in the conntry is
pretty near that of a civil war. It is naive {o think you can.
. guell it by bringing umoﬁrw to court.” (Sunday Star, Emu«

Y

international outcry

On the other hand, when the courts =E.EE the mvummw
of the Universities of Cape Town and Western Cape
against the Minister of Education’s imposition of condi-
tions for subsidies or when interdicts are granted to
protect the residents of a township such as Hofmeyr or
Bongolethu from assaults by “kitseops”; or when in-

resulting in a death; then the _mmwm mwmme mm:_m in
respect and legitimacy.-+ .- .
The events of the past wmmn are somewhat osw_.mwm-

dowed by the announcement on February 24 of the
latest and most overt attack of recent times on opposi-

aquests lead to a proper investigation into the events-

r

[N

Why should the government take such drastie action,
immediately followed by the tabling of legislation to cut
off funding for organizations opposing its policies?

Does it not care about the international outery? The
truth is that outcries are unpleasant but they don’t hurt.

Does it not care ahout opposition within the country?
The government has the might to contain that opposi-
tior. It must be hoping that there will be no more thana
degree of public protest which will be confined to its
known opponents and can be easily controlled.

In Parliament it has the majority, and outside it has
the “kitscops” and the security system io cope with
localized resistance.

Important for time

Does the mo<m35muﬁ hope to win back Conservative
Party supporters by demonstrating its ability.to hold
onto power and control? This has undoubtedly piayed _
. some part in the decision to act so decisively, but the
mo..-o:._HmE is also determined to deal strongly with the
right wing, and to emphasize the difference between its

- own policies and the blatant racism and mmwnmmmim
stance of nwm Om. and the AWB, -

This QE dm important for the time ﬂ&mu. having
silenced opposition within the country, it can hope to
.turn back to the international community for support

-

. That hope for future support makes it necessary to have ~

. gilenced those oummnﬁmcoum which have been particu-
* larly successful in disseminating information abroad
about repression and detentions.

Could it even be that orgauizations like the Cbm., and
Azapo have been restricted in order to prevent them
from changing their non-participation policies and

_-using the new structures to gain power within the
system? This did not seem an option which would have

+

’

- Degree of confiict - '
" It is inevitable that there will ,cm a

: amma.mm of conflict in any society, par- | .

ticularly one which is in a2 process of )
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anti-apartheid protests.

As the women discussed the state of the nation in Judith’s Paarl, Johanacsburg,
on Friday, another drama unfolded a few kilometres a

Rights — became even more relevant last week when South Afri-

THE theme of the Black Sash's 33rd national conference — Human
cans once again felt the effects of the Government's crackdown on

y in Saratoga Avenue,

A group of Roman Cathelic Church bishops, dressed in their ceremonial robes,
stead outside the cathedral with placards protesting against the Governméni's
restrictions on 18 orgamisations. '

Hardly 24 hours leter the Mmister of Law and Order, Mr Adnaan Vick,
announced in a special Goversment Gazette that the Committee for the Defence of

Democracy was banned.

Mr Viok justified the action by claiming that the Africun Nationnl Congress wis
atternpting to use churches
Black Sash president, Mrs Mary Burton, sombrely reflected on 500 years of
South African istory when she addressed a public mecting at the University of the
Witwatersrand on Thursday night.
The meeting lo launch the organisation’s conference was addressed by the

general seeretary of the World Council of Churclies,

Frank Chikane, general
secretary of the South
African Council of
Churches,

“This year marks
anniversaries of special
sigmficance for  South
Africans,” said Mrs
Burtan

These were. 500 years
since Bartholomeu Dias
arnved on these shores;
300 years sinee the
French Huguenots
arrived and 40 years since
the National Party came
o power,

“In other circumstan-
ces there could be no
harm i celebrating the
achievements of those
who have contributed to
South Africa's history,
and indecd the courage
and delermipation and
skills of the early
travellers and settlers arc
worthy of praise,” said
Mrs Burton.

“Neverthefess, histor-
ical landmarks alse
remind us of the wrongs
which were done in the
name of exploration,
colonisation and civilisa-
tion,” she said,

Mrs Burton said
digenous peaple were
often oppressed and
exploited as their
descendants are taday

Many people have,
willy-nilly, criticised the
Black Sash and labelled 1t
as a group of whitc
liberal women with a
cosmetic concern {or
blacks.

However the organisa-

[l 3] ¥%

r Nora Chase, and the Rev

SASH:

kgi i} ;
ahf

Burten . . .

on injustice

THEMBA MOLEFE reflects on the Black

Sash's national conference which ended

on a high note In Johannesburg
yesterday.

tion, in its 33 years, has
recorded vatal history as
illustrated by papers
prescoted by varieus
hranehes at the weekenid

As Mrs Burton put 1.

“This recording and
publishing of informa-
tion is a vital part of our
work. It is often arduous,
it 13 hedged about with
legal -pitfalls, and
somelimes what we are to
document is only a small

seetion of a larger role,

“Buk it 1s an imporiany
contribution to  wnder-
standing the whole ™

These words bring to
nund  the hundreds of
people queucing at 1he
Black Sash's offices in
Khotso llouse, Johan-
nesburg, in the hope that
their problems would be
solved

Problems like housing,
the inflox coniral faws,
birth gertificates or
wlentity  documents are
handled daily.

. .
Obijectives
To fuether illustrate
the point, @ report from
the Western Cape region
of Black Sash read in
part. *The Government
heas used 1987 — a period
of enlorced silence — 10
achieve three main
objectives. One of them is
1o ¢enunue to put into
place their apartheid
blueprint and to clean up

the apartheid map,

AL the nationa tevel
homelandds have been
consolidated and bound-
anes redrawn;  at the
local level residential
Group Areas continue 1o
Pl)c enforged {despite pre-

4 Ko
DR Nora Chase of
world Council of
Churches . . . address-
ed Black Sash confer-
ence.

election hopes af tns Act
being abohshed)y . "
On the guestion of
wdentity documents, with
specilic reference to the
Identification  Act ol
1986 which phased out
the issumg of 1Ds on a
ravial bass, the Johan-
neshurg Advice Olfice of
the Biack Sash noled
“We have reporied over

and over again about,
L

BLACK Sash nalioal president,

o

kgomo and

1978.

Political comment 1 this issue by } Lata-
A Klaaste.
and posters by S Matlhaku. All of 61 Com-
mando Road, Industria West, Johannesburg,

The reproduction or broadcast without per-
tmission of articles published jn this ncwspaper
on any current economic, pohtical or welhgious
topic, is forbidden and expressly reserved to
Tiie Argus Printing and Publishing Company
Ltd under Section 12(7) of the Copynght Act

Sub-editing, headlines

® Write to the Editor at PO Box 6663, Johan-
neshurg 2000. Nom-de-plumes can he used,
but full names and addresses should be sup-
plied or the letter will not be published.

LY

Mrs Mary

fighter for righis of the under-
privileged.

éeping tabs

postively ancient people
who have been 1old They
are too young to chum
pensions  because  the
compulut says 1they weie
barn several years aller
the true date of buth
“(The Department o}
Hame Affairs blames all
this on the lact that many
people arc illiterate
Hhteracy 5 not syno-
nymouns with stupidity
“[Miterate people can
very uolten panpomt the
yeir i which they were
burn with a Il cuetut
questioning aboul cvenls
— droughr. locusts, the
great Clhe emdemic,
General Smuts, the first
‘Dutch War,' the Boct
War, the Bambata
Rebelhon, the vist ol
King Guonge Vo Sonth
Afeica aml <o lorth

Biamed

“Mistakes do matler
White people take o lor
granted that ther names
should be spelt correctly
Black people are blamed
forr thie nustakes i therr
[Ds and are supposed (o
Just put up with 1. says
the Jobanneshurg office

The office sasd "We
sympathise with the
Director-Genera? (ol the
Department of  leme
Adiaies)

*We behicve tum 1o he
sincerely  intent  upon
demonsteaiimg 10 black
South Alricans that the
pass laws  have really
gone hut he s Highting a
losmg battle ™

The tughhight of the
1988 conference was the
renunder that 1l year
was the d0th anniversary
of the Unned Nauoens
Peclarpuen of Human
Righis South Alnca
not a signatory

flence 11 was not
surpyising that the Sasvh
1ackled such topics as
children m detentian,
militansation, destabui-
sation, | sanctiens  and
SA's relations with the
Trontlme States

December [0 s
universally celcbrated as
Human Rights Thy, a

day winch the Black Sash
hias resolved 10 abserve,
14 would alse campaign

for 1he day 1o bhe
abserved a5 L i of
“major relesanee 1A

Sauthern Alricn ™

)g. 1o
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FTHE Black Sash yesterday;said it was commttTEﬂ' :
“to monitoring and opposmg the increasing. :

. repression  in . Afric
“defentioh in th eféié’s‘tt‘dt_egy
opposntlon gf 12 . 1

The ’bi-gamsanon*satﬂ Y
at the end of its nattonal
confercnce held,,.m
~Johannesburg éﬂiat
noted an t’.sttmatcxﬁg
people were still detal ,’ged
‘foi? +'political rei?ons,
~ many of them bemg held
for 20 months L

“We ‘also conderfig_,t
> silencing .of. o aﬁi§a-
ttons-whlch hav&hg the
courage«*to explore»the
scale .and depth of
inhumane treatment of
the detention strategy

The: Black Sash $aid it
also: noted that (8 ,State
was unlikely to relin-
" quish  its control of
educat:o J_whtch it
deseribed-as the Control
of ideotogy.

“The sustained and:
venomdus campalgn
directed: fagamst univer-
sities by fh¢ State-and in
much of the mediz in
1987 culminated in"the
promulgatmn of the-De
Klerk* regulatlons These

a dtrect ‘ditack onathose
umversmes whtchﬂ are.

catise_ -l;y Bantu Ed{tca-
tion-.-. L, . f'""'

“The Black Sash
expresses its firm support
o' those universities’
which have rejt:ctedz the"
conditions and ‘urges
them to continue to’ restst
ahy “interferencer.:

’
organisation satd;%“‘; N
,,tThe conference calso’
d.. ité mem’b’br& oy
*the mcreasmé"
| mftlttansatton of
school51 éxercise their
.+ legal: -option for their sons
not; to partmtpate in the
cadet systems and
encéurage other parents_:
to do the same,_ v

See Focus.
e
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The Black Sash; notmg that about 1500 pe0ple are’
still “mcarcerated in polifical interment”, tabled a
resolution at its national conference in Johannesburg
yesterday repeatmg its condemnation of the practice
+ of detention “in the overall State strategy of silencing
opposxtmn

“4e-also condemn the sﬂencmg of all orgamsatlons
that have had the courage to explore the scale and
. depth of inhumane treatmerit of the detention strate-
gy,” the resolution said.

- “We reaffirm our comn‘utment to monitoring and
Opiaosmg eVer-mcreasmg repression, in South Africa.”
ShThe Black Sagh- also calléd on Brigadier Jac
hner of the SAP in Mantzburg, ‘and.on the Minis-
6 Law'and Order'to release the! estimated 800 to
1 000 detainees being held in Maritzburg's New Pris-
on and Durban’s Westville Prison.

‘The cdll was made in the wake of the conilict be-
tween Inkatha and non-Inkatha groupings in Natal,
which had “severely affected the hedlth, home hfe
arid education of thousands of people”. -

The resolution called on police .and .army mem-
bers stationed in the Marltzburg townslups and in
townships across Natal “to do their duty to protectall
residents from vigilante attacks”,

"The anti-apartheid orgamsatlon criticised the Gov-
" ernmient for continued forced removals, demolitions
and evictions. It said there was no priority of State
spendmg on housing for the poor and the very poor,

Housing for all could not be achieved until the
Land Act and Group Areas Act were abolished.

The Black Sash also said it supported the stand
taken by all conscientious objectors, and demanded
the immediate release of Ivan Toms, who was jailed
reeently for refusing.to serve in the defence force.

* It reiterated its call for an end'to conscrlptlon ‘and
“to, the use of young men in an overt war in Angola
and to their use in clandestine operatwns in South
Afnca and nexghbourmg states”, - §

The “De Klerkregulations™ on universities could ihe
seen as a direct attack on. “those universities which
are-attempting to redress the ‘liistorial injustices
caused by Bantu Education,” the resolution added. -

It urged umversztles to contmue to remst any 1n-
térference. . il

-The-“De Klerk regulataons” by lmlung State subs:-
dies to_“freedom of expression and university auton-
omy”, sovight to “crush the climate of understandmg”
developing on certain cafnpuses,

The State was: unhkely to relmqmsh eontrol of edu-
cdtion becaiise “control of educatmn is control of ide-
ology”, the reselution sald -

,The “divisiye strategles” o,E the dxfferent educatmn
departments and the 1ncreasmg use of pohce sécuri-
ty forces ard, the SADE in schools requlres to beana-
tlonally momtored and exposed ‘ A

“'The: orgamsatlon urged its members ito “ldent1fy
and fsupport progresswe teachers. Members should
-resistithe .increasing -militarisation of schools; exer-

’

‘| eise ‘théeir legal option for their sons ‘not to partlclpate
“{in the cadet system and encourage other parents to

do the same.” — Sapa.

v
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M If hangings were carried out in public the public would

JOHANNESBURG. - Public interest in hangings had been
heighiefied because more than 40 people currently on death Tow
were political prisoners, the National Conference of the Black
Sash in Johazmesburg heard at the weekend.

Ms Sheena Duncan, National Advice Office director of the
Black Sash, said the concern for these prisoners was "being
translated into a wider concern for the many more pecple who are
awaiting the day when they will be put to death".

More peopie than ever before were questioning capital punish-
ment.

"We can push for an independent commission of inquiry. We
can intensify efforts to persuade the State President to exercise
his powers to grant clemency in all cases - not just in the case of
political prisoners.

"We can do these things to get capital punishment abolished in
our country,” said Duncan.

“at least
know of the dreadful things that are done in their name”.

*The citizens would see that death is not always instantaneous.
They would know what the cold and deliberate taking of life

means," she said.

Terror inflicted

Altogether 1 114 people had been hanged over the past ten
years in South Africa. At the end of 1987 there had been 268
people on death Tow.

Those who are going to die are told seven days in advance of
the date of their death.

*Theze can be no greater emor inflicted on any human being
than knowing in advance the exact moment of one's death.

*The deliberate, planned killing of any person not only debases
those who carry out the hanging and those who must witness it. It
is the tesponsibility of ail of us,” said Duncan.

"To remain silent makes each of us a party to each judicial
killing." % .

She pointed out that judges in South Africa and other countries
had been divided on the issue of capital punishment. Some had
spoken out against it while others had supported it.

Amnesty International asked the Black Sash in 1979 to "use all
appropriate means to persuade members of the government and
other relevant authorities of the need to achieve the total abolition
of the death penalty in South Africa.”

In 1969 MP Mrs Helen Suzman of the Progressive Party had
introduced a motion in parliament asking the government 1o es-
tablish a commission of enquiry into capital punishment. The
motion had been overwhelmingly defeated.

"The Minister of Justice argned that there was a negligible
public demand for abolition," Duncan said.

More than 1 100 have been hanged in South Africa in the past 10 years.

The condemned on death row at Pretoria’s Central Prison are told seven days in
advance they are going to die.

"There can be no greater terror for any human being than knowing the exact moment of
one's death", a conference was told at the weekend

191
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Ms Sheena Duncan of the Black Sash
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«» MARY BURTON
litical Situation has never

locked 5o critical,”” she says.

tion of B

in Euro

I'll becom

Heading one of the most powerful . *Racial
women's antj-apartheid pressure  ingly evid
groups in South Africa - with a2 but only in Sg
membership of almost 2060 — na-  ple sealed in
wmnwwwwwmmmow Sash president Mrs Em%.mwwmna

urton says the politieal fir- ept
ture is bjeak, pe :

Congress,

T T —

" in wma. experience, the South African called
po
- &S critical. be doin

Closely involved in cjvil rights  and wanted
activities and based jn Cape Town, Joining
Mary Burton is extremely con-  after mem
cernied about South Africa’s future, all women
Under her leadership, the Sash has ~ Women vot
focused ifs latest campaign on the  was cata
United Nations' universal declara-  ciety th
o Eumw n Rights, Women never saw.,

™ in Buenos Aires, Argenti And there
and schooled in wwmuwmmgwww ~ the housew
trained as a journaist, while rea
Marrying a South African
De, she peturned with him to rﬂ.um&nomm:.ﬁu" the
this dountry in 1060 3 the year of  shesaw around her.
the Sharpeville shoofings and the In 1966 she was elected to the
banning of the African National .. Western Cape regional council, she
"Congress and the Pap Africanist  has served as
tary and twice

€ a South

discrimination was glar-
had problems,
uth Africa were peo-
L0 poverty because of
our,” she explained,

ceession, one of her
to easing a political

“keen interest
Pment of the novel
thing and everything,”

“My family is very suppoertive of
't think I could have
Africa for'27 years
ging to the Black
ho has kept her

(Personalify)
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Written by: v
PAT DEVEREAUX

Jy work. I don
lived in South
without belon

Argentinian passpo
~This is not because she longs to

this country’s problems, but

ecause she identifies with the

many black South Africans wito,

e says, are refused their birth- -

- Asserting that she
leave South Africa vo
said: “T will apply for
citizenship the day
icans get their rights.”
For Mrs Burtan, the Black Sash
4 vehicle for women not content
to isolate themselves in white sub- -
urbia, protected from the realities -
of politieal life. It is for those who =
see dramatic chan
“want to contribute,

" " “The type of me

- born In rapid s

Having dedicated more than 22 first ventures in

B Years of her life to working in the  -conscience was
@ Sash — an all-absorbing interest — chen on the Cape FI
8 Mrs Burton (48) this week said that  never seen sy

ch poverty,” Mary re-

sitvation had never looked But, she said, she felt she shouid
than repair work —
to tackle root causes,

the Sash in the 1960s
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(before that, it was for
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middle class
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study at universi ,
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honours degree
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Ving as too self-in-
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She views “stud
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South Africa’s histo,
committed to Sash
dly, adding that
a full-time job,
get home in the evening I
political analysis —
ganisation,” she said,
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she said.
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EAST LONDON — A number of Duncan Village
pensioners who were due to receive their pensions
on March 8 have been told they will be paid out
only on March 30.

The pensioners’ last payoijt was in early Janu-
ary, as pensions are paid out every two months.

The pensioners, who had approached the Black
Sash for help, said yesterday they had got up as
early as 4 am on March 8 to join the queues at the
paymaster’s van.

" At 4 pm, they were told that the paymaster had
run out of money and that they should return on
March 10. '

" The same thing happened on Mar¢h 10, and they
weré told to return on March 30, more than three
weeks after the original payout day. -

Some of the pensioners were so desperale that
- they followed the paymaster’s van to the paypoints
in Wilsonia and Cambridge the next day, but they-
were told to wait until the end of March.

Twelve pensioners were at the Black Sash of-
fices yesterday, but they said that more than 100
pensioners had been affected by the delay.

. One of the women at the office said she was more
thaln 100 years old and another gave her birth date
as 1918,

- 'The chairman of the Border Black Sash, Mrs Sue
. Power, said they appreciated the problems of the
paymaster single-handedly having to pay out such
vast numbers of pensions, but called on the Cape
Provincial Administration immediately to in-
crease the number of paymasters to ensure that
pensioners were not forced to suffer delays.

A spokesman for the Department of Home Af-
fairs said he was unable to get hold of the paymas-
ter yesterday for comment but he would investi-
gate the matter today. — DDR

— - - PR——
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JOURNALISTS and the Black Sash
organisation mounted placard protests
in Johannesburg yesterday
demonstrating against the closure of
New Nation by the Government.
New Nation, which publishes
aboui 60000 copies a week. read by

about 48000 people, should have
gone on sale yesterday. In terms of a
Government Gazette notice,
however, 1t will be closed until June.

More than 30 journalists held up
protest notices on the pavements
around the Bree, Sauer and

Simmonds Street intersections, up to
Loveday Street. Thousands of people
were headed to work at the time.
Many of the demoustrators tied
handkerchiefs over their faces to ward
off the concentrated vehicle exhaust

E@m. Staff members of New Nation,

Weekly Mad and the Star took part.

on one side with the answer; *You're
next’ on the other.

The Black Sash also mounted a
protest outside the Johannesburg
Stock Exchange. Iis placards” read:



If hangings were carried out in
Eublic at least the people would
now of the dreadful things that
are done in their name.

This was the opening statement by
Mrs Sheena Duncan, former Black
Sash president and a vice-president of
the South African Council of Churches,
in a working paper put to the recent
Sash annual conference,

" She continued: “The citizens wouid
see that death is not always instantane-
ous. They would see that when men
and women die in an extremity of fear
their bowels may turn to water and
they may defecate or urinate involun-
tarily.

“They would see that there are
sometimes emissions of blood, They
would know what the cold and deliber-
ate taking of life means.”

TEARGAS WAS USED

In a case reported in the Press in
July 1981 it was disclosed that teargas
was used to “calm down” four men
who resisted when warders arrived to
escort them to the gallows, Mrs Dun-
can recailed.

The “prisons department statement
on that-ptcasion was: “It is of course

always “a "possibility that a prisoner .

will refuse to leave his cell before his

the hangings
were public . . .

- Justice appealed to him to withdraw

(@

delivery to the place of, execution —
but this occurs only as the rarest ex- |
ception.

“Naturally verbal persuasion as a
means of handling the situation will be
used in the first place. Only when this
fails will other measures, as dictated
by the circumstances, be considered.”

1114 PEOPLE HANGED

In the last 10 years South Africa had
hanged 1114 people, Mrs Duncan cal-
culated. At the end of 1987 there were

268 people on Death Row. -

“There can be no greater terror in-
flicted on any human being than know-
ing in advance the exact moment of
one's death,” Mrs Dunean argued,

She added that when PFP MP Mr
Dave Dalling raised questions about
hangings in Parliament, the Minister of

the questions because the answers
would be “too gruesome". .t 1 &

Mrs Duncan pointed out’;that even
some judges hated the death penalty.

She quoted Mr Justice & Coetzee,
who retired in 1987, as saying: “I never
counted how many people 1 sentenced
to the death penaity. And I always felt
awful when I did so. Usvally T was un-
able to do anything else for the rest of
that day.”

R —



An Easter

u;;sweekend@

ol o

march dow
city streetsQ

Weekly Mail Reporter

THE silencing of the voices of justice

in South Africa through recent restric-
tions was a silencing of God, the di-
rector of Durban’s ecumenical church
agency, Diakonia, said this week-
end.

Paddy Kearney was speaking at a
dawn service on Good Friday organ-
ised by Diakonia, which included a
procession of hundreds of people
through the streets of the city centre.

The service focussed on the 18 or-
ganisations recently restricted and on
the effective closure of New Nation,
a newspaper published by the South-
ern African Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference.

Linkihg the suffering theme of
Good Friday with the suffering of
people in South Africa for justice and
freedom, Kearney said that just as
“God was silenced on Good Friday”,
so the silencing of the voice of justice

could be called “a silencing of God.

§through detentions and restrictions

N
»

“This is because the clamour for .

ruth, justice and freedom is an ex-
. pression of a God-given desire.”
Kearney added, “Because this de-
sire for truth, justice and freedom
comes from God we rejoice that it
cannot be permanently silenced.”

During the service, 19 people stood Zarzz
A

I EIRSYEN -
I, T s e s

’z?::‘: '-"fz::,i aoe :"- y ,",‘"a‘i‘}V ,;;;,‘“’(3' # v -'"a/ . 3. o ) L % o
U g Q,MW/,,, § % 2 ¢ 7 3
. 'ﬁ .‘?’ }é % uf g, Eed ?t
H A g i
% ié B - ’W‘,‘%m{ f .
# . e A
2 B g ;
f,; g s .
: R
T T T

i gits ¥ e S A - -
W.«{f"m Y i £ -
‘iK"’ - e -

Wo, 7 "“',”;’gv”‘

Lk

oy . f
A P B A

e
hn

HE R
i A

o fp e,
Y g Bk, L
PO - g,
L

gagged at the front of the Central #5%z
Methodist Church, representing the %%

18 organisations and New Nation.
The 19, still gagged and carrying

crosses, then joined a number of i2)2%

church leaders in leading a solemn °

procession through town.

After the service, Black Sash mem-
bers staged a beach-front protest
against the South African Defence
Force raid into Gaborone last week.

The women built four mock grave
mounds at Battery Beach One, in
front of the SADF headquarters.

On each “grave” was a large cross
inscribed with the name of one of the
four, stating that he or she had been
“killed by the SADF".

Members of the Black Sash said the
protest was aimed at the raid which
was “iflegal under international law,

... would further isolate South Africa

A R TR T e
and (would) do nothing to encouarge
peaceful change.” _
After placing a wreath on one of the %7
“graves” the Black Sash protesters 72,
held a brief, silent stand and then left
the beach. %
Less than half a hour later, after a 727777 /i
number of curious bathers had read A%’%”?f% oz g}f
the cross inscriptions, a white man 277 e
pulled up all four crosses and hurled 7
them into the sea.
l-lWhen the sea ;vashed them back to SRR
shore, a group of other people helped 222,223
him to jump on them, breaking the &é’%ﬁf b ,%;;’

crosses into little pieces. A A

Black Sash pretes:
7 crosses on Duibn:~
beach (top) are

2 destroyed by an

; unknown man
27 (above). All that

7 ‘;’%ﬁ remained was =T
4 raid victim's name

Pictures: CARMEL
RICKARD

187
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Daily Dispatch Reporter
EAST LONDON — An

urgent appeal was made
yesterday by the chair-

man of the Border re-

gion of the Black Sash,
Mrs Sue Power, for
measures to be taken to
relieve the plight of the
Cambridge squatters.
Mrs Power said living
conditions were “pretty
grim” for as many as 70
residents of the squatter
camp who were
squeezed into eight

‘tents that did not keep

out the rain, :
whese people should
be allowed to erect tem-
porary shacks to house
them satisfactorily dur-

Sash

o (O
concerne

about squatters’

L] -
living
ing the long wait for a

more permanent solu-
tion,” she said-

“We have even had of-
fers from various coll-
cerned people to supply
the necessary building
materials.”

Mrs Power said that
although the cily council
had agreed, in principle,
for an emergency camp
to be set up while they
looked into a suitable
solution for the entire
squatter problem in
East London, she felt
that the council had
failed to recognise the
urgeney of the problem.

“Fortunately the
couneil has rectified a
problem with a sewer-
age overflow which had
previously created a ma-
jor health hazard,” she
said.

The MP for East Lon-

conditions

don North, Mr Calle Ba-
denhorst, said yesterday

that he was unaware of

any progress so far.

w1t is a difficult situa-
tion because an MP is
accountable to the tax-
payer as to how their
money is spent.

#1f 1 satisfy one group
1 would have to satisfy
all the people with this
problem and this would
be too much of 8 burden
for the taxpayer,” he
said. s

Mr Badenhorst said
that once a scheme had

':.

]
A
] ‘o ~

@y A |
MRS POWER

been worked out for
East London’'s sguatters
then-the group in gues-
tion would be given
preference.
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.A'SLhcrveyhof municipal polic-e‘ tells of L‘hefts|

A Black Sash study argues
that the ‘hidden agenda’ of
municipal police is to
divide communities and
disrupt political
organisations, reports
FRANZ KRUGER

MUNICIPAL police forces have
brought “terror and disorganisation”
into Eastern Cape comunities, the
Black Sash says in a new study.

' Entitled “Greenflies: Municipal po-
lice in the Eastern Cape”, the study is
based on affidavits and -statements
collected by the Albany, Cape Eastem

_and Border regions of the Black

; Sash, supplemented by material from

_the archives of East Cape lawyers,

The title refers to a popular nick-
name for the force, which is also re-
ferred to by township residents as
“the wild rats”, “the opposers” or
“amachaka” {Zulu boys).

The Sash says it embarked on the
study as there was concern at the
targe number of complaints’ laid
[ against the force, alleging thefts, as-
saults, evictions, beatings, torture
and midnight arrests.

In one case cited, an unnamed resi-
dent of Kwazakhcle was at home
when six policemen kicked his door
down and demanded to know where
his gun was kept. He explained he
did not own one and was accused of
being a street committee member,

He was taken to a building where
he was handcuffed to a chair and hit
with rifle butts. After several hours,
“the policemen placed a tyre around
his neck and lit it, having poured
methylated spirits around the nm”.

The man, identified only as Mr MT,
managed to throw the tyre on to the
floor and put out the flames on his
neck with his hands. After several
more hours, he was released.

The “hidden agenda” behind the in-
troduction of municipal police was
revealed by the “pattern of abuses”,
the study says.

“They are intended to divide com-
munities and disrupt organisation.”

“Although they are presented by the
government as maintaining law and
order, “the main thrust of their activi-
ties involve random acts of violence
directed at political opponents of the
government, both real and imagined.
These actions help create a climate of
fear,” the study says.

By recruiting from within the com-
munities, “the state is able to sow di-
vision and by creating another,
cheaper police force it has increased
its ability to deal with the unrest —
using black faces instead of white
ones, This distances white forces
tom the frontling and reinforces the

andy myth oi{qblack-onahmck vios

and violence

A case which horrified a court

IN a case study from Port Elizab-
elh, the Black Sash report re-
counis the case of five police-
men convicted of Indecent as-
sault and aflempled rape.

The case prompted one of the
presiding magisirates to express
his outrage at the crimes, and to
call for an “investigation into the
system” of municipal police.

Three black consiables, Leo-
nard Nyamiso Puzi, Cobert Zwa-
ni, and Telson Madolo, and two
white sergeants, Francols
Swanepoel and Keith Hackart,
were sentenced to terms of im-
prisonment between three and
13 years.

According lo evidence by thelr
victims, Princess Niswakl Gaula-
na and Morris Vuyo Dingani, the
iwo were arrested by council po-
lice in October 1986 and taken to
the force's offices, where Qaula-
na was assaulled, smothered
with a plastic bag, kicked,

stripped naked and sexually as-

saulted, Dingani was similarly
treated.

The couple were forced to per-
form indecent altacks and have
sexual intercourse “while the po-
lice urged them on wilh kicks and
burning cigarelte ends”.

“gal Swanepoe! asked lhe
black constables if they wanted
to have inlercourse with the vic-
tim. They all retused.

*Finally, Qaulana and Dingani
were locked up In an outside
rooin and kept wilhoul waler or
tood until the following nighl.

Before they were reieased, Sot
Hackart, ot Swanepoel and
const Zwanl threatened 1ihey

would be necklaced if they laid a
complaint,” the Sash reporl says.

The magistrates who heard the
cases described the treatment
they were sub ecled 1o as
“barbarism of the Dark Ages” and
called for an “investigation into
the system” of municipal police.
— Elnews

lence’.”

-From 260 incidents of municipal
police activity brought to the attention
of Black Sash branches, the study
isolates three main trends:

Firstly, the municipal police are
used to strengthen the power of the
community councillors,

“Municipal policemen are used to
guard the homes of councillors, to act
as their personal bodyguards and to

“carry out some of their tasks such as

the eviction of rent defaulters.”

Secondly, they act as auxiliaries of
the South African Police, “especially
with regard to the work of the securi-

police.

“A number of cases studied de-
scribe municipal police arresting and
interrogating residents on suspicion
of carrying out acts of political vio-
lence ot of belonging to political or-
ganisations.”

The third trend outlined involves
co-operation between the force and
rightwing vigilantes, and the induc-
tion of vigilantes themselves into the

- force.

In Uitenhage, for instance, the mu-
nicipal police were drawn into the
feud between United Democratic
Front groups and the Ama-Afrika
vigilante group, “and were soon scen
to be acting alongside or as backup lo
these vigilantes”.

In one instance cited, four young
girls alleged they were abducted by
Ama-Afrika and then handed over to
the municipal police who “continued
to beat them, abuse them and threaten
their lives”,

The force emerged in Eastern Cape
townships in April 1986, although
enabling legislation had been passed

as far back as 1977, By July _1986.

“month of service.

there were 429 municipal police in the
region in 19 townships.

They are not a wing of thc SAP and
therefore do not have full police pow-
ers. “However, they have ‘a special
relationship’ with the SAP.”

They are trained by the SAP, and a
commander oversees their operations,
but they remain responsible to black
Jocal authorities.

They receive training for three
months in subjects ranging from
criminal Taw and practical shooting to
family planning.

Salaries of between R224 and R622
were offered when the force was first
introduced. Thé Sash commenis:
“With unemployment running at an
estimated G0 percent in some arcas,
and an average wage in Graham-
stown in the region of R50 per
month, the municipal police jobs
must appear very tempting.”

The individuals recruited were
sometimes former “comrades” and
generally held political attitudes that
were “highly conservative and at
times confused”. .

One policeman is quoted as saying:
“This place is like Ouma’s house, it is
so peaceful since the Emergency. I
see no problems that can be attributed
to the State of Emergency. Except
that children get arrested and their

-parents suffer a lot.

“But now everyone is afraid of go-
ing o jail without any reason, no-one
is causing trouble.”

.Another policeman resigned after a
He had joined be-
cause he thought “the work would be
settling quarrels between peoplg,
helping people to find houses, pay
rent. 1did not know it.would involve
me in robbery and assauit.”— elnews
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"Blac

t'ox‘iplay a: new

Suuth Afrma s most re-
' spected protést groups,
the, Black ‘Sash, will' ex-
tend‘lts fiityre-role in the
" $earch:for Jpeaceful
change inthe country,
said Natal chairman Mrs
Ann\Colvm yesterday.
.}, She said that while the
Black Sash wds basu:ally
a protest orgamsatmn in
the, past, it was how going
10, play a wider role in
. Seeking a npn»racial dem-
deratic alternative.
o The fifst\:Sash move .in
Durpan will be a public
'meetmg on "April 22,
Whien: three Jeading dem—
u‘c‘r'éts i . former
Progresswe Federal
‘Party MP-‘De-Alex
Borame, the -Rev. ‘Wesley
‘Mabusa_ of the South
"African Cauneil of
Churches and*»Professor
Abraham Vlhoen, who
was part- of- ‘the group
who went Lto“Dakar 0
gmeﬁe& the Afnean ‘Nation-
Cnngress = will give

o gt f
kSashm};

A&U ‘

N
&

¥ thexr Views onfan.alterna- .

tive government for
{?Snuth Africa. ;

%" Mrs Colvin saul nego-
i tlatmns were under. way
‘to,have Dr’ Frederlk van
lZyl Slabbert, . former
leader of the Opposition
in Parlianient= to address
the meeting.. . . = .

Unless: o’therwlsq stated, political
comment In this issue is by HW
Tyson, content \agproved by RG An
" dersop and JM atlen. and polltical
cartonns by. D. Andérson, all of 47
Sauers}.neet Johannmburg 3

- e



' AT Y .
Black Sash Teport”r
complaints about

JOHANNESBURG -
Municipal police form
part of the state's efforts
to fill the vacuum left by
the disruption of com-
munity organisations
and to coerce support
for “responsible” black
local authorities.

According to a recent
Black Sash publication,
this is the ‘“common
thread” revealed in a
detailed study of 260 in-
cidents of municipal
police activity brought
to the attention of Black
Sash branches in the
Eastern Cape between
April 1986 and July 1987.

Entitled Greenflies,
Muni'cipal"police in the

Eastern Cape, the pub-
Jication was compiled
by members of the Black
Sash in response to
“concern by human
rights campaigners over
alleged municipal
police attacks”.

The report is based on
affidavits and state-
ments and is supple-
mented by material
from lawyers archives,

The Sash says that be-
sides the imposition of
the states of emergency,
the state developed
other strategies to dis-
rupt the pattern of black
community loyalties.

Early in 1988, along-
side vigilante groupings,
municipal policemen

and the
cruited black police
auxiliaries known as
“kitskonsiabels” began
to emerge.

“By mid-1987, reports
from township residents
were alleging that mu-
nicipal police were
guilty of large-scale
abuses of power.”

In Duncan Village, the
Sash says the use of
legal strategies has paid
off for residents.

No fewer than 63 com-
plaints had been made
to the South African
Police in Duncan Vil-
lage between November
18886 and June 1987,

It was also revealed

hastily-re--

eveals”
police o

that 195 complaints had
been made about mu-
nicipal . police activity
throughout the Eastern
Cape, while none had
been made in the other
three provinces.

The Sash says town-
ship residents use vari-
ous names of their own
for the force: “magodo-

los” (the opposers),
“amangundwane” (the
wild rats), amachaka

(Zulu boys) and “impu-
kane eluhlaza” (green-
ily).

“Reactions in the vari-
qus townships range
from suspicion to open
hatred and violent: re-
prisal,” the report said.

——y
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Black Sach Hdmberik coner |

A BLACK SASH field worker, Ms Annemarie Hen-
driks, appeared in the George Magistrate’s Courts
. yesterday after she was arrested in the Lawaaikamp { |
area after a planned demonstration by residents, |
against President P W Botha, was dispersed.

Ms Hendriks was not asked to plead and her case
has been postponed until July 1. .

A charge of refusing to obey an instruction by a |
member of the police force in terms of the emergen- §
cy regulations is being investigated against her.

Another member of the Black Sash, Mrs Lu Har-
ding, was questioned yesterday by the police.

Police headquarters in Pretoria said members of
the riot unit saw about 60 men and women display-
ing placards in the Lawaaikamp area and they were
warned to disperse. F

@ President Botha was scheduled to pass by the
area during his visit to George to open a new section
.of the N2 freeway.
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Schoolgirls fram Belgravia Convent d
wr g N e
v,

St Catherine of Siena, their patron saint. !

uring tF 5 DT T o Tt g R T

! By Jo-Anne Collinge g g
1 & T
\ How do you house more et
| than 800 080 homeless fa- . !
[ milies when only about -
= 25 out of every 100
] blacks are in a financial

B
'
s
ys

i ERR ]
position to contribute to- h
wards the costs of hous- ..
ing? (N .

This is the question posed ir a*joint paper by the
! Agency for Industrial Mission {AIM), the Black Sash
{Transvaal) and the Urbanisation Working Group.
' The paper, “Homes for the Have-nots: How?”, high-
. ' lights the huge gap between supply and demand
in respect of land, housing and finance for housing.

It points out that the Natjonal Building Research
Institute’s Dr DT de Vos has put the housing back-
‘ long, excluding the homelandsg, at 832 000 units.
= The paper contrasts the gost of housing with the
! income of the homeless. ‘(1 ‘

Estimates by the NBRI put the proportion of black

P people who could afford a Building society bond of
P R20 000 or more at only 12 dpe cent, it says.

. The majority of shack-dwellers in the PWV area,

who form a large proportion of the homeless in the

! region, fail into the R101 to] R4060 household-income

bracket, research by the Bllack Sash, AIM and the

‘ : Urbanisation Working Group Ihas shown.

The South African Housing Trust, servicing sites
1 at a cost of less than R4 000 'a stand and providing a
50 sqm house on it, could offfer a home at R14 000.
Because the SAHT subsidisels interest rates, the re-
payments would be about R317.a moenth, the authors

of the paper calculate, o *
Even if the SAHT snégceed: in its quest to develop.

Z

o,

Bt wde =g -

: Denfagior Mﬂ.l'lnu_s.w,‘.e‘c:‘:_:uiw ot Law -

%eak ﬁ'm

. Development Act.
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CHer 475195 pl

housing units at below R5000 each, massive prob-
lems exist in areas other than cost, it is argued.

‘The shortage of land is one of these. Amendments
to the Group Areas Act have allowed land in “buffer {-
zones” separating “black” and “white” areas to be |.
used for housing, if the provincial authorities ap- |
prove.

But, the paper points out, this provision has not
been used swiftly, and, while 3 500 ha has been made
available for black housing construction in the PWV
in the past two years, more than 26 000 ha are still
needed in that area.

Limited construction capacity is another restrain-
ing factor, the authors argue, To eliminate the back-
log, about 200000 new homes are needed annually
and the SAHT estimates that the building industry
could cater for about 70000 units a year outside of
the homelands. . .

Finally, the paper claims, Government policy re-
mains a major stumbling block.

Pretoria retains its policy of “deconcentration” of
population — and aims to develop huge “commuter”
towns to prevent the drift of workseekers to the
PWV. In line with this policy, allocation of land for
black housing in the PWV is restricted by laws |’
such as the Group Areas Act and Black Communities




Powersharing p

THE implementation of
the propesals in the
KwaZulu/Natal Indaba
are not for independence
or sovereign Self-rule, Dr
Oscar Dhlomo, KwaZulu
Minister of Education and
‘Culture said Iast night,
Dr Dhlomo, who is
also co-convenor of the
.KwaZulu/Natal Indaba,
was addressing members

S
i@l‘us’t},nﬁ ’
of the East Londo “T econtroiofcertain!

Chamber of Commer

The theme of the
meeting was: “What the
KwaZulu/Natal Indaba
offers for a future
dispensation in South
Africa.”

He said: “The propos-
als are for powersharing
and provincial govern-~
ment for the region in
limited areas of jurisdic-
tion. ’

QoA e en

crucial areas of govern-
ment such as the military,
the police, economic and
foreipn affairs would
remain vested in central
government, to which the
region would continue to
owe full allegiance,” said
Dr Dhlomo.

He added that the
region will decide for
itself on education,
health and housing
matters.
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ourteen
Black Sash members ap-
peared in the Durban Re-
gional Court yesterday on

charges of holdin il-
legal gathering. fl e !
They are Ms Patrici

Clark (42) of Berea, Mr
Dalles Harris (19) of Dur-
ban North, Mr Graham
Barber (18) of the Univer-
sity of Natal, Durban, Ms
Bridgette  Engelbrecht
(27} of Berea, Ms Olga
Potgieter (36) of Glen-
wood, Ms Christina Lucia
(40) of Manor Gardens,
Ms» Janice Mary Moon
(30) of Glenwood, Ms Ann

Claude (20) of Berea, Ms

Laura Washington (26) of
Overport, Mr Dorion
Mark Cameron (19) of
Glenwood, Mr Shawn van
Wyk (18) of Amanzimtoti,
Ms Penelope McKenzie
(21} of ;Qverport, Ms
Elizabeth'. Mary Arding-,
ton (45) of Mandini, and
Ms Patricia Steele of
Greyville (58). .

They will be tried on
August 2. — Sapa.

!
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"Black < ash director detained

| Thie director. of a_Black Sash advice office: ig%

Graliamstown,” Miss' Janet Small, was_taken int
custody, in" the .early hours, yestérday,” a Sash %
' spokesman in Johanriesburg said. ‘ <
- She said Miss Small’s parents had been in'formed_?
their ddughter was bein d in §, of the émerz
' ‘geney regulations, /‘ ‘!lc, ) /NG )
- ¢~ Her duties for the Sash ceritre were on develop- g,,
 Ing advice facilities in. towns around Grahamstown,
t The work was mainly para-legal, involving the or-
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June 16; in ppﬂ t for
SA’s whltlcg; as ﬁl |

June 16 is not just another day, wrltes the Black Sash Educatmn
Committee.

Black schools are closed. Private schools have their half-term

break. The liberal universities hold no classes. White schools en-

force extra security measures. June 16 is not just another day in

| the education calendar. }

On June 16 1976, police shot demonstrating Soweto students.
Hector Peterson, a 13-year-old primary school pupil, was the first
child killed by police action.

Flashpoint for the Soweto rebellion was the State’s decision to
implement the 50-50 rule in the final year of primary school. What
this meant in practice was that black school children would have to
.| learn half their subjects through the medium of Enghsh and the
* | other half through the medivm of Afrikaans.

This was rejected by the black community. But it was only one
aspect of the dissatisfaction with Bantu Education.

Bantu Education, imposed in 1955, aimed to perpetuate a rxgad
racial segregation in education and to ensure that the “native who
attends ... school will know that to a great extent he must be the
labourer in the country.” (Eiselen report 1951). Dr Verwoerd in a

speech delivered to the Senate on June 7 1954, said, “there is no
place for the Bantu in the European community above the level of
certain forms of labour™,

The material provisions of black schooling have been directed
towards the achievement of these aims, Where white sehools have
media centres, school halls, swimming pools and gymnasia, black
schools in contrast lack electricity, duplicating facjlities and books,
In addition there are huge disparities in staff-student ratios and in
the number of qualified teachers.

Can students be blamed for rebelling agamst such an educatnon
system? Given the effectiveness of state repression, the continued
resistance to “Bantu education” is a testimony to the strength and
determination of people to resist domination.

For the majority of South Africans, June 18, Soweto Day, is a
national day of remembrance, June 16 is a day on which to remem-
ber that critical questions about education need to be asked. It
reminds us that black children have been!’perceptive enough to ask
such quegtions. '

Some white' South Africans see June 16 as part of an “alterna-
tive” calendar which has nothing to do with them. It is time for
them to recognise that white education is in no less need of serious
challenge. It too serves the interests of the State.and by fostering
racisrh, sexism and elitism, bolsters apartheid.

Jun;_lﬁ is an important day for us all. i

5
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This photograph has led fo Internal Security Act charges against Maritzburg’'s Black Sash
protestors. They had permission to hold their monthly picket — but not 1o pose for
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SEW
CAPE TOWN — A pam
phlet produced by the
Black Sash, Mowbray, ti-
tled “"Remember Nami-
bia, Remember Kassin-
Ea,” has been banned for
distribution, the Director-
ate of Publications an-
nounced yesterday.

Fourteen isgues of
Muslim News (Muslim
News Publications, Ath-
lone), were declared not
undesirable provided
they were confiped and
made available in the
normal manner in legal
deposit and university li-
braries only,

The issues are Vol 13
No 17, 15 September 1978;
Vol 18 No 23, 15 Dec 1978;
Vol 19 No 11, 15 June
1978; Vol 19 No 18, 5 Qct
1979; Vol 19, No 19, 19 Oct
1979; Vol 20 No 6, 25 Apri]
1980; Vol 20 No 8§, 9 May
1980; Vol 26 No 9, 23 May
1980; Vol 20 No 10, 6 June
1980; Vol 20 No'19, 4 July
1986; Vol 20 No 15, 22 Au-

s Saf%g}k p am@

25,

gust 1980; Vol 21 No 12, 19
June 1981; Vol 21 No 23,
11 Dec 1981; and Vol 18
Na 16, 1 Sept 1978.

The same conditions
applied to “Southern
Africa Report, Vol 3 No 5
May 1988” (TCLSAC).

A Publications Com-
mittee has, on review,
ruled David McLellan’s
“Marx’s Grundrisse” was
not undesirable, while
possession of “Leninism”
by Joseph Stalin, and
Muslim News, Vol 18 No
16, Friday I Sept 1978
{Muslim News Publica-
tions, Athlone) were no
longer prohibited.

During the past week
11 films were submitted
for examination of which
five were uncenditionally
and four conditionally
approved. Two films,
“‘Secrets of Naughty
Susan,” and “The Boys in
Company C” (review),

were rejected.
From yesterday 1t was an offence to

Hao .
import and/ok distribute the following
{author/producer in brackets)

"C" stimulation, his and her series;
and "P” stimulation, his and ber serfes
(both produced by David Anthony)

Jalouslen (Ane Schmldt)

Uie Foto-Falle; and Die Nymphe
{hoth produced by Gustaf Valeniin)

Erregende Stille [Olympia Press,
Deutschland)

Elternzbend, and Die Parfomuerte
Falle {both produced by HKirsten
Welnreut).

Ein Sommer Auf Dem Lande {Gus-
tave Droz).

Des Guten Zuviel, erotlsche krlmn.
al storles tBastei-Luhbe-Taschenbuch,
Western Germany),

Scharfe Katzen, Wilde Kator Orgas
63 (Terry Shatfer).

Beau Valley and Country Club —
nlne photos ef nude girls {Beau Valley
Country Club, Warmbaths)

Prank- Vol 1 No 118 {Sanskyn Ult- |

gewers (Pty) Ltd, Jeppe, Johannes-
burg)

Human figure In motion posteards
(General Publishing Co Lid, Toronta),

AWEPAA News Bulletin No 18
Aprli 1988 (AWEPAA, Netherlands),

Historic tours of Alexandra town-
ship — pamphlet (not stated),

International Viewpoint, issue No
141 May 16, 1988 (Press-Edition-Com-
munication, Montreal)

Justice and Service No 4 Vol 3 Apri]
1983 {Justice and Service, Harare).

New Perspectlves 3/88 Vol 14 (In-
formatlon Centre of the Worlg Peace
Council, Helsinki).

10 Years of Herole Struggple (Manso,

WC).

Youth in Exile 1-5 Mareh 1988
(World Alliance of YMCAs Geneva,
Switzerland). ~ Sapa
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The hot seat . . . trainee Mr Nichelas Matsepe (22) listens
query while other people wait their turn,

>ople WWE apartheid laws(ic

The Johannesburg advice office of the
Black Sash, on the first floor of Khotso
House in De Villiers Street, is a sort-
ing place for issues relating to harsh and
discriminatory legislation which black
South Africans face under apartheid, says
chief case worker Mrs Beulah Rollnick.

The office is run mainly by a small group of
white, middle-class, middle-aged women work-
ing on a voluntary, unpaid basis.

A total of 12067 people came for advice at
the office last year. Of these, 4 013 of those peo-
ple returned for further advice, totalling 16 090
visits,

These figures do not include the large num-
ber of queries received by post or telephone,
nor letters from prisoners.

The Johannesburg branch, which opened in
1962, dealt mainly with the pass laws until the

were repealed two years ago. .

It now deals with subsequent legislation af-
fecting blacks.

Problems with identity documents, especial-
ly the diificulty in obtaining one and the mis-
takes that are made when they are issued, have
been high on their list of priorities over the past
two years.

Other queries include people who do not have

Chief case worker at the Johannesburg Black

Sash advice office, Mrs Beulah Rollnick, sat

Unravelling tragedy tangled

calmly at her desk questioning a man who had
come from Sehokeng to seek advice.

He had cerebral palsy and sat next to her in
a wheelchair which had no tyres.

He wanted a wheelchair. The broken one he

had was borrowed and he had nowhere else to
go for help.

He handed her a piece of paper with his
name, “Richard”, written on it. Names are
confidential.

Richard came out of prison in November
after spending 18 months inside after being
found guilty of possession of dagga.

“How can anybody put a man in this condi-
tion in jail?” Mrs Rellnick said.

Mrs Rollnick immediately telephoned Crip-
ple Care and other centres. She wanted to clear
the issue up without him having to travel to the
office a second time.

Richard was nervous. He could not get to the
toilet and was forced to relieve himself in an
orange juice carton.

Mrs Rollnick (61), the only fulitime case
worker, is committed to helping those in need
to help themselves.

Most of the everyday issues dealt with by the
Sash go unreported.

Mrs Rollnick gave advice to many peopie the
day The Star team spent with her, in between
assisting voluntary advice trainees and answer-
ing the telephone.

“What is your problem? Are you a citizen
of the TBVC states? Are you a permanent resi-
dent in South Africa? Are you eligible for South
African citizenship? Have you been to the De-
partment of Home Affairs?”’ These are just
some of the questions she asks those seeking
help. e

“The law is vague and continually: .changing,
especially with regard to citizenship issues.

“There is so much bureaucracy..People do

S 15

THE BLACK SASH

JANET HEARD reports on those in the fore-
front of the struggle for justice. JOHN HOGG
took the pictures

birth certificates and therefore cannot prove
they were born in Jokanneshurg and have thus
found it difficult to obtain an ID book.

The most common queries, however, are la-
bour-related. The office is open all day every
weekday and is inundated with people not
knowing what to do when they are fired, re-
trenched, dismissed, or have received no pen-
sion or unemployment insurance.

A case worker said people know money is
owed to them, but due to the vagueness of their
terms of employment and the red iape in-
volved, they do not know how to go about re-
ceiving it.

The office deals with up to 120 cases a day,
each worker speaking to up to 18 people a day.

The Star visited the offices for a day this
week. There were 12 workers giving advice in
three overcrowded rooms.

The reception area was packed to capacity
and there was a queue outside the doors. People
arrive early in the morning to ensure assis-
tance.

e BRI

R AL < . -

not know where to go, who to see, or what to do,
especially in the labour field.

“I prefer people to stand up and fight the
cases themselves, which they are usually capa-
ble of doing. It is important for people to un-
derstand the issues involved.

“The problem is that people don’t know how
to stand up to officialdom.

“I will sometimes write letters to govern-
ment departments, especially Home Affairs re-
garding citizenship and Manpower regarding
employment, but the people must take the let-
ters themselves and deal with the issues from
there,” she said.

Mrs Rollnick knows the names and addresses
of all the relevant government departments
people must visit off by heart.

She said anger at the “system” is what moti-
vated her most.

" Other issues Mrs Rollnick dealt with that day
were:

—T

Apart from advice work, the cases form a
research basis upon which people do studies on
homelessness and urbanisation.

There are 10 advice offices around the coun-
try. Last year, 44 people received advice office
training. 1

“We no longer intend to list the places where
they come from as advice offices in many
places have become targets of the security
forces and vigilantes,” advice office director
Mrs Sheena Duncan said in last year’s annual
report.

She said one office had been burnt down, sev-
eral had been closed as a consequence of deten-
tions of the workers, one worker was murdered
soon after being released from detention and
one office was closed by order of the local mag-
istrate.

The women have different motivations as to
why they offer their time to a cause such as
this.

A trainee, Mrs Joyce Smnith, who has been
working for three weeks, said: “A person can-
not sit and be a lady when there are people in
need. This is why I do this voluntary work.

“There is so much one needs t6 know. You
help the people where you can, the objective
being to try and send them away happter than
when they came in,” she said. .

in red tape

A helping hand
... Mrs Bevlah
Rolinick aids a
woman with
identity docu-
ment problems.

©® A woman from Diepkloof who wished to get a
court order against her son-in-law who had not
paid maintenance for his two children since
November 1986.

® “Emmanuel” from Mohlakeng, who was re-
trenched in 1987 from the Transvaal Provincial
Administration after working there for nearly
10 years. He was paid out R704 in total. He re-
ceived R302 a month until he was retrenched.

Mrs Rollnick was particularly perturbed at
his case.

“Employers behave appallingly, but-we can
do nothing in this case. The law is on the em-
ployer’s side. Morally it is disgusting, but legal-
ly it is correct. We are not in a position to fight
the law,” she said.

@ Ten people who were retrenched from Pear-
son Manufacturing Company in Industria West

¢

Johannesburg, came to inguire why they re-

ceived such low compensation. One worker re-
ceived R600 after working for 20 years. %
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Acts of te
against
sainst L.

FromB RUNCIMAN, Regional
Chair, The Black Sash
{Mowbray):

THE Black Sash has always
been very proud of its close
association with the End Con-
scription Campaign.

We heard recently that cer-
tain of the members of the End
Conscription Campaign have
been severely harassed.

During the recent “know
your rights” campaign, posters

ITorism

WOTrkers

@9 B (1.
were pulléed down, two v es

of meetings were teargassed
beforehand and were there-
fore unusable and one of the
venues had signs put up false-
ly announcing that the meet-
ing was cancelled.

Various individuals have
had obscene phone calls —
several of them calls threaten-
ing death and “blood baths”,
Obscene graffiti has been
sprayed on their walls at home
and one couple had the bolts

removed from a wheel of
their car.

They were not hurt,
fortunately, when the
wheel fell off, but at the
bottom of their street
was a graffiti message
saying: ‘‘Have your
}vheels fallen off recent-
y?'!

The latest acts of van-
dalism have been to two
cars belonging to ECC
members; the cars had
petrol poured over them
and tyres slashed and a
windscreen smashed.

These are not acts of
randem vandalism but
are clearly part of a con-

= Certed attack

The Black Sash calls
on all earing citizens of
Cape Town to join us in
condemning these acts
of “terrorism” and to
support the End Con-
scription Campaign in
the difficult task they
have in the face of such
odds,

A o




Cy el e

‘ Gm%g;;g 9@@1 j Pﬁﬁ&ing

PP &
,.'f-'ﬁ
I‘m essneguéb ¥

the most serjous probiem.

in South Africa, says the
Black Sash, yet the Gov-
ernment is proposing to

make even more péople

8 homeless by evicting

them from farms or -for

being in the “wrong”
group areas, '
The group says this is

the likely effect of the

Prevention of Illegal .

Squatting  Amendment
JBill, the Group Areas
Amendment Bill and the
Slums .Bill, all of which
could become law by the
end of August, L

All the Bills provide
for the removal of people

from their homes without

regard to the availabiiity
of alternative accommo-
dation. -+ -

In a special pamphlet,
the Biack Sash says' the

measures have certain.

omeless’

other things in common:
® Théy make homeless-
ness a crime,

@ They punish the condi-
tion of being homeless
with penalties more’ suit-
ed to crimes of violence.
@ They remove judicial
consideratioi of justice
and human rights and
substitute the opinions of

functionaries and a com-
.pulsion on judicial offi-

cers £o make orders.

. All this is about to be-
come law in a situation
where “one out of six
South Africans is without
proper shelter or is living
‘illegally’ ™.

The Blask Sash says
the new measures will
result in more human
suffering and chaos.

“Laws such as these
bring law in disrespect,”
the group concludes.




Sash degap “in
A JUDGEMENT irf the Didrban mag- =

jistrate’s court has raised questions
about the legality of the traditional

y CARMEL RICKA
Durban

essed no-one’, says

%&t the accused werelf\%ar‘?t%é UDF

placard protest stand, and the Su-
preme court is being asked to settle
the controversy.

Since open-air gatherings were pro-
hibited under security laws, small
protest groups have continued to
stand with placards. However, pro-
testors have spread themselves out in
the belicf that if they stood well apart
and did not communicate, they would
not constitute a “gathering”,

This has been the practice country-
wide, but it has not previously been
tested in court.

In February this year, a group of
students and Black Sash members
stood along Durban’s Berea Road,
holding placards protesting at the ef-
fective banning of 2 number of organ-
isations, including the United Demo-
cratic Front and the Detainees’ Sup-
port Committee. They were arrested

and charged with attending an iliégai
gathering,

They told the court they were stand-
ing varying distances — between 35
and 120m — apart.

This was disputed by the police,
who said in their estimation it was
more  like 25m.

In his judgement last Friday, Mag-
istrate W H Hahn accepted the police
distance and said the 14, standing
this far apart, were in “relatively
close quarters” to each other.

He also ruled they had “common
purpose” in their stand.

Hahn was not impressed by the
protestors’ argument that they lacked
the necessary intention to commit an
offence, because they had asked a
lawyer for a professional legal opin-
ion on the legality of the stand.

Hahn said the court was satisified

ahd Descom were prohibited organi-
ations and “their alleged seeking and
obtaining of legal advice does not
cancel their fundamental knowledge
of the unlawfulness of their action”.

court

Hahn said he took into considera-

tion that their stand “did not impress
anyone”. However, they must have
irritated some members of the public
since “that is why

)jm fer arrest-
ed*. s
In theirgfaé ur, hc’ az lf y did not

obstruct the traffic or interfere with
any member of the public and they
cooperated with the police.

All 14 were cautioned and dis-
charged.

They are to take the matier to the
Supreme Court on appeal.

Human rights lawyers, commenting
on the case, said while the ruling ap-
peared to be a blow to the right to
protest, it was not binding on any
other court.
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Black Sash st 1€
rthern suburbs

‘ 3 SF‘N-—
demo in

ages shack

A group of women thig
morning erected and
briefly occupied a shack
in the heart of Johannes-
burg's northern suburbs
4o remind commuters of

no

homeless; with every ar-
rest and imprisonment
for homelessness a fami-
Iy is broken.” .
The symbolic shack oc-
cupation ‘outside the-.Zoo

Group Areas Amendment
Bill and two associated
Bills on free settlement
areas, and the Slums Bil],
The Sash argues that
these laws do not provide

the crucial housing legis-,
lation peforg Parliament._
-onThe yprotesters, mem-.
. bers, of the Black Sash,.-
said their aim was to
draw .attention to-the,
need for shelter,

" “With every shack de-
molished a home is des-
troyed; with every evie-
tion a family is rendered

tion agains
Sash, like s

ganisations;
protest are

was accompanied by : ‘
placard demonstratiofy and fail to contribute tg.
along Jaii Smuts Aveiiue. ~-thie security of society,

: The pieces .of legigla- :

everal.other many living in the only
extra-pqr]@amentary or-

tion of Illegal Squatting longing,! of having no-
Amen‘dr‘t‘;ept Bill,

Y a:;homes for the homeless

of +] “Instead,i!the ldws |
t which the place 5 million people,

r homes they have ever
has rajsed a known, in immediate
the Preven- danger of Iosing their be-

the where fo

€ to stay in privacy
and seeurity. . .7
- “Furthermiore, our
legal system.is" dimin-
 ished by ‘these laws,
' JThE'Sash has called for
.2n -alteriiative housing, |
Strategy embracing -the |-
upgrading of existing ac. |’
.commodation and 'based |
onian. idea that! develop..
ment should be foiinded
on the contribution that |
‘communities themselves |-
aréablé fomake, 7
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Black Sash.call-on hangings’

THE Black'Sash has called for a moratori- -

um on extetlrutjgx;:hpendipg an il:vt;stigagiign L FPETER DELMAR N

into capital punishmerit, as part of growing

Py A Stk granted a stay of execution last week..

op 'f:lhla%';‘lglonitsl,liezge::gs ag?glg ;2;?£aay Two members of the National Union of
¢] ¢

4 : Mineworkers, - Solomon Nongwati and
b Vi ot LR PR e o,
‘ S o 7 ences set aside after a successful appea
. pezs;;lfgrp;e:ilﬁlg;%ﬂ;ggﬁ? ;ayl;'qoqd' last week. . .

Shozi, 30, was granted an indefinite stay of Black Sash former president Sheena }

execution” by Justice ' Minister Kobie Duncan said a moratorium on executiops, }
Coetzee, hours before he was to be han ed, until} a:ln indeple:;dgng tgo;nmisaloz}; of mgfuls- '
so-callt Addo fone Eeiyon Fiiday. The | 1 e only reasonable thing one.ean expen 1
der of an elderly Kirkwood couple, were right now”. ok
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ack Sash
flce
open aéam

The Black Sash’s Johan-
neshurg advice office is
back in business despite
its prernises being wiped
out in the Khotso House
bornh blast.

The Sash has found
temporary premises on
the second floor of Dar-
ragh House in Wanderers
Street, behind St Mary’s
Anglican Cathedral.

Mrs Sheena Duncan,
national advice office co-
ordinator for the Sash,
stressed that the present
accommodation was tem-
porary.

The Soweto advice of-
fice at the Nicro Centre
in Rockville continues to
operate from Tuesdays to

Saturdays. Those people |

who live within easy
travelling distance of this
office are urged to use it
to relieve overcrowding
in the tempgrary Johan-
neshurg prermises.
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‘Dead vouths
UGT sammure

NINETEEN Boys Running, a sculptural
installation by UCT Fine Art graduate Kevin
Brand, is on display.at.the Market Theatre Art
gallery in Newtown unti! January.

Based on a picture of the Uitenhage massacre, the
installation comprises 19 torsos on painted resin. In
1985, 19 black youths were shot dead in Uitenhage
and this was the trigger for Brand’s installation.

Each cut-out figure is mounted on a rough wooden
crate, which simultaneously resembles a sculpture
stand and a sepulchre.

A spokesman for the Market said in a press release,
that: “This powerful work serves as a reminder that
the deaths of 19 boys running, as with other human

. rights defilements in this country (South Africa), must
not be forgotten.”

The shooting led to the Kannemeyer Commission
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VICTOR MsTsaAMEﬁ"

of Inquiry.

Another exhibition, which will also come to an end
in January, is called Humam Rights. 1t is a project of
Afrapix and the Black Sash.-. -

The exhibition is part of the Black Sash’s Human
Rights Focus to commemorate the 40th anniversary of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The Black Sash has also planned a film festival for
December, which would coincide with Human Rights
Day — December 10. The theme of the film fastival
would be Capital Punishment.

The third exhibition, which will run concurrently
with Nineteen Boys Running and Human Rights, also at
the Market, is Medderfontein - a collecdon of
photographs by Ivan Muller, which captures the
“banality and contrasts” of the small town in the
Transvaal, which is the property of AECT Limited.




|ABOUT 50 members of
| the Black Sash staged a
? placard protest along Jan
Smuts Avenue 1In
Johannesburg Friday
morning, denouncing the
Government’s banning
of the Weekly Mad

Placards read “We
stand by the Weekly
Mail” and "Save the
Weekly Mail'* — Stap
Stoffel”.

O o 5

sas prOBSt

Transvaal co-chairman .

of the Black Sash, Mrs &g
Audrey Coleman, said ™
her organisation believed ‘\\;

everybody was entitled to &
his opinion and the
Weekly Mail, which has
been banned for..a
month; had a right 'for
exist. i
“We doirt oen koW S

what is going on in this.‘,7

country and the Weekly
Mail served an important
function.™

j
f.
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Sash protes anl
JOHANNESBURG. — About 50 memberS™6
Black Sash staged a placard protést along Jan
Smuls Avenue yeslerday morning, denouncing

the banning of the Weekly Mail this weelk.
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JOHANNESBURG. — The wife of one of Mr Chris
Heunis's aides is a member of the BlacK Sash.
" She is Ms Marianne Holscher, wife of Dr Fanie
Cloete, the chief director of constitutional planning.

.. Dr Cloete was recently shifted sidewdys in Mr
Heunis’s Department of Constitutional Devélop-
ment and Planning. t

Dr Cloete defended his wife’s involvement in the
.Black Sash after it emerged yesterday that his de-.
';p,otion may have been linked to her membership.

#Ms Holscher yesterday described herself as ‘an
‘ordinary member” of the Black Sash’s Preforia
-branch who was involved in the branch’s Anormal
;.qcti\?ities” including attending committee meetings.
" DrCloete said his wife had never been accuséd of
breaking the law as a member of the Sash. Goyern-
ment officials and their spouses could often have a
difference of opinion, but their work and  home
situations should be separated, he said. o

““Ag a. member of the Black Sash, which is‘a legal
organisation, my wife has been very discreet and
maintained a low profile. She has never been ac-
cused of any contravention of any law in her capac-
ity as a member of the Black Sash, nor has she been

involved in any activity which has endangered the
PR

® CP demands ‘explanation — Page 3.
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'CONSTITUTIONAL Planningchief d
rector l;fgft_iiéfGIOEte yesi:efd.eng defendeid
his wife'sinvolvemeritin tfie Black Sash
after-it énieiged his effective demotion
may have been linked to his wife's mem-
bership of the organisation.

His-wife, Marianne Holscher, yester-
day described herself as an (’)r]c,linafy
meniber' of -thé Black Sash’s Pretoria
l;g?‘mmg‘llwh& iw%? inwi)lved din the branch’s
) activities, including’
commitﬁg‘g. meetings, cluding attendi? £
Cloete"said his wife had never been

accused of breaking thelaw as a:mem-

ber of the Sash. Government officials~
and their spouses could often ﬁgﬁéalﬁ

ifference

of opinion, but their work 4
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- home-situations should be separated, he
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“As a member of the Black Sash
fé’;%lééﬁ vaell'egc?il orga:nisation, my wife
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*-flovﬁprpﬁ,}f.’ ,y:r dise ,? and ma:ptamed a
Meanwhile; IR léader ‘Dénis ‘Wo
sald yesterday the sideways transfgag}

® To i;aga 2 [:>
emie sy R

ot R TN

——r 2w v

He was referring t0 reports tha

men had been moved
- tacts they had
| mentary groups; including
Worrall said all® evidence

gation of the

ters,” Worrall said.

because of co !
rnade, with extri-parlia{=~, SABC TV’s
the ANC. 7
indicated
the officials had been moved at the insti-
National Intelligence Ser-
vice (NIS). “In that case there was ve
little Heunis could do about it,” he said. . )

“The situation is a particularly grave flatly denied the President was involved
one and raises questions about who is
calling the shots on constitutional mat-

Meanwhile it was speculated ywter—l

@ From Page 1 .

Official defends wife’@labk Sash ties

two top Constitutional Development and

Planning officials could seriously under- . .

mine Minister Chris Heunis’s credibilityX3 day that the NP-supporting media were
with reputable black leaders in his

forts to promote constitutional reform. )
t th cials and reports

attempting to

boost Heunis's ima%e
after the drama i-

surrounding the of
that he might be in-
volved in a major Cabinet reshuffle.
Netwérk programie in-
cluded 4 lengthy interview with Heunis
on Tuesday night and Nasionale Pers
newspapers yesterday carried fropt-
age stories on Heunis's efforts to pro-
mote negotiation with black leaders.
[ A spokesman for President P W Botha

el

" in the officials’ transfer. “The Commsy
sion, for. Administration is responsib
: % for ithe ‘pldcement of officials. It h

_. nothing to do with the State Presidents’
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'flrmed unofhc ally:by numer ;
'.Government sources, Dr Cloete\
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fhe’ Depart Henit -are,ui apie o |
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the fact they are, o longer in a
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been'raffected> by his wxfe 8
-Black Sash activities, "1 %
j The ztwo officials have 803 far.
umamtameq fhexr. sﬂence on sthe
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By JOE MDHLELA R

THE Black Sash in
conjunction with
Weekly Mail has
organised a film
festival under the
theme, Hanging: Right
or Wrong, as partof a
campaign against
death penalty.

The campaign will also
mark the 40th anniversary-
of the Declaration of
Human Rights with a
variety of programmes
culminating in the
observance of Human
Rights Day on December
10.

The programmes siart
at the Market Theatre on
Monday.

It was on December
10, 1948, that the
General Assembly of the
United Nations adopted
the document on human
rights as a direct result of
atrocities by the German
Nazis before and during
World War II.
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Other films
screened are: Five Last
Days; In The Ox-Bow
Nanm.m.mam..b.w,am Hill: The

—_—

to be Ribbon;

Forty Eight nations
voted in favour of the
document and there was
none against it. South
Africa abstained from
voting.

The campaign, accord-
ing to Black Sash, is to
raise the consciousness of
the inhumanity of the
death penalty. The
organisation believes
that the feature films that
will be shown for five
days will be able to rajse
the level of awareness to
the barbaric and archaic
system of hanging. .

The festival will
include films seen in
South Africa before and-
a number which havenot
been screened previously..

The highlights of the,
film festival shouid be the,
screening of the film;

Twelve Angry Men and |,

Sacco and
Vanzetti; The Mothers of
Plaza Del Mayo; Daniel;
Ten Rillingion Flace.

L

Cry, the Beloved Countr e __I

Ve
starring Sidney Poiter
and Canada Eee.

Twelve Angry Men mmﬂ

about a Puerto Rican
who is seemingly guilty
of the murder of his
father.
Fonda as a juror number
eight is unhappy about
the evidence.

Twelve Angry Men
praises Fonda for daring
to stand against the 11
jurors and for flatly
disagreeing with them.

Cry, the Beloved
Country is based on Alan
Paton’s book. A poor
black priest learns that
his son has murdered the
son of his wealthy white
neighbour. The dead
man had been working
for racial harmony. The
priest’s son is sentenced
to death.
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By ALl MPHAKI the “corner of Juta and
THE\,Black Sash has Bertha Streets” film
finally found a home. Braamfontein. {7
: Jl" heir, new offices re at Since August last ear

¥ Qucensbndge buﬂdmg at -— after the Khotso
e gr——— Ho”uﬁe blast — the Black
e Sashithad to contend with

{ temiporary accommoda-
ation’ at various buildings
m ‘Johannesburg. Their
offrées were on the
sccond floor at Khotso
: House

'I‘hen' new offices are at
the same building which
tholgsas the-South African

i oﬁq of ‘Churchesi
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are despe
attention

Hundreds of detainees countrywide
are on hunger strike and those at
Johannesburg Prison are partici-
pating in a desperate attempt to
draw attention to their plight, the
Black Sash says in a statement.

“Many of them have been behind
bars since June 1986, their presence
there, or the original reason for their
incarceration, quite possibly forgotten
by now,” says the statement.

Infringed

The Sash describes detention without
trial is an “iniquitous form of political
internment, injurious te health and
well-being and incompatible with
Western legal principles”.

~If these people have infringed many
of the thousands of laws and regula-
tions which govern our lives, they must
be charged and tried in open court
without delay.”

——
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The organisation says it “strongly
condemns a system which permits the
arbitrary detention of persons with no
explanation, their indefinite incarcera-
tion, and their equally arbitrary re-
lease, again with no explanation, no
apology and no compensation.

“We call on all South Africans to join
them in their call for immediate
charge or release.” ‘

In response to the Black Sash state-
ment, the Prisons Service said: “It does
happen from time to time that prison-
ers refuse to take their meals. How-
ever, in most cases they have food-
stuffs acquired from the prison tuck-
shop in their possession. R

“The SA Prisons Service deals re-
sponsibly with such situations in line
with internationally -accepted.Stan:,
dards, inter aliq, by warning prisoners
of the health dangers that-may result

from their behaviour and ensuring that
food is still served at each mealtime.”
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Thie plight of the 300-odd enj fenc:
detainees — some of whom today en-
tered their 21st day of g national hun-
ger strike to protest against their con-
tinued detention — wag foreefully
brought to the attention of the pablic in
Johannesburg today.

In an attempt to “highlight the plight
of the detainees”, meihers of the
Black Sash held a Placard demonstrs-
tion along Jan Smuts Avenye and Ox-
ford Road between 7.15 am and
8.15am. Posters read: “Detainees;
Must they die for Justice?” and “Hun-
ger Strike: Dying for Freedom”,

The hunger strike began 21 days ago
at the Diepkloof Prison, where about
170 detainees are now refusing meals.
Twelve of them have already been ad-
mitted to hospitals,

‘ ORCHESTRATED

Law and Order Minister Mr Adriaan
Vlok was last week reported as saying
the national bunger strike was “orches-'
trated from outside”.

The Black Sash said Mr Viok’s re-
spoiise to “the serious attempt by the
detainees to draw attention to their
continued internment reveals a callous
indifference”,

@ See Page 3,

ke

A

A Black Sash memher braves the chilly, damp

Johannesburg morning to take part in a pester

demonstration highlighting the plight of detain-
ees on hunger strike.

lights plight of detainees|

® Picture by Ken Qosterbroek.
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vaLculve expenses and trayel: oo
At the end of the financia] year, Nusas
had a surplus of R13 656,37,

" farieasea by 8% in November and all ofher
[o ariffs by about 9% iy December. — Sapa.

'1 motion of Orderly Internal Politics Bill, .

‘ said Black Sagh former president Sheena The Bill enabled goverement to have

e [ Duncan in the latest Sas magazine, ccess to the most detajleq (and possibly

}_ . She said while the new Bill was being ?rivileged) information about organisa-
a i

4

A

é"

1letd in igme qt;arte}gsl:l;\sa vgtst ]im rove- ons and persons, she said.
ment on the earljep ill, it should be ¢ . . e L e "
Posed “as vehemently” as jis predecessor, ° Shesaid the Bill implied that “innocent
Duncan saig: “If one has any doybts  People and organisations could have no
about government's motives in introducin objection to the fu)] disclosure of all their
the legisiation one only has to look at the  activities and that the state was entitled to
powers given to yet another set of officials ' collect information in this way.
to enter premises without notice ang With~ “It also implies that the state is entitled
i | out warrant g search and seize, and th to control the lawfy] activities of organisa-
¢ | Outrageously severe penalties which may  tions and creates a mechanism where that
$ | beimposed on persans-jolatj control can be exercised without drama or
f ‘ Slons of the Bjj.”
‘ - - -

OAGE - newsworthiness.” ‘N
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PRETORIA — Law-
yers for Human
Rights have com-
mended the acting
State President and
the Minister of Jus-
tice for the fact that 16 Death Ro
prisoners had been granted clemency
from execution.

* National director of Lawyers for Hu-
man Rights, Brian Currin, said in a
statement from Pretoria that one of the
16 in the group granted clemency was
Paul Setlaba. Setlaba’s last-minute ap-
plication for a stay of execution was
rejected by Mr Justice Eloff on the basis
that any further application or petition
to the State President had no prospect of
success. Ly

Executions

“Literally hours before he was fo hang,
joint efforts by his attorney, Lawyers for
Human Rights, and the Society for the
Abolition 0% the Death Penalty succeeded
in persuading the Minister of Justice to
order the stay of execution,” Currin said
yesterday.

In the past two months only two people

Mini§ters
stay-0l-

lauded. over
&c tog”r%bve

ad been lited, he said, noting that the
average number of executions performed
each month for the preceeding four years
exceeded 10. '

This meant that so far this year thefe
had been a 1 000 percent decline in monthly
executions.

“These statistics, viewed with the 16 cle-

mencies, give us hope that the state is |

beginning to appreciate the need to review
those laws in South Africa that have result-
ed in the execution of so many people.”

The Black Sash Transvaal Region said
that although it was saddened By the fact
that two people had been hanged this year,
it was encouraged to hear that 16 people
had been granted clemency.

“We feel, however, that even better than
this would have been an announcement of a
moratorium on all hangings pending a
commission of inquiry,” a statement said.

“The Black Sash remains totally op-
posed to the death penalty.”

10 MINUTE X-WORD 7286

ACROSS DOWN
é g{gge b(gjg ) * 2 Beneath (5) r,f‘% 1|2 3 et l‘ 6 2
e 3 Biper (7) it et 15"

10 Aged (7 5 Less colourful 5) b |3 F&§ 1® bRl | B
11 Hungarian cempos- 6 Breathe (7) i oo TEY
12 ec‘:n(x?age ®) 7 Intended (5) 10 o
13 Twisting (7) H "E‘;“;ﬂgfje(;)“’ 5} i, ';»Zi b B2 S 2 W T
15 Midday {4) 14 Formerly (4) 12 A8 |14
17 Soup () 16 US State (4) -
19 Alcot_lohc drink (5) 18 Take back (7 % S 18 a8 _g{-‘?, "ﬁ-; YA
22 Detail (4) 20 Get better (  Ee Mk L L ¥ TTRCT]
25 Bull-fighter (7) 21 Fishing-boat (5) #5417 18 i i
27 Musical instrument 93 Rubbish ) ; oty e -

(5) 21 17122 [43 sa g 328
29 Stop (5) 24 Giver (5) 7 A Wi — Gtk ik Kk
30 Zodiac sign (7) %g gﬁ:ﬁ(&)) P 271 |
31 Read carefully (5} " %‘ " Y 1
32 Cut (5) b i 5

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD PUZZLE No 7285 {30 ;
— Acrogs: 1 Doubted, 5 Hutch, 8 Press, § Oarsman, s @% gg‘ o
10 Hurricane, 12 Ass, ésqqgwj%ﬂaygm‘, - s VB Byl
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DURBAN - The progn051s for
South Afrlca was d15ma1 far
outwe1gh1ng any reform pro-,
-cess, Mrs Mary Burton national’
president.of the Black Sash said
m Durban last mght

Addressmg the 33rd annual
national conference of the or-
ganisation at the Durban City
Hall, Mrs Burton said the needs
of the South African population
+ could not be met by “following
" where the Government would
take‘us”. [P R

\"

" “We look back over the past
dozen 'yeats, and seé waves, of
popular res;stance countered
with -ever, stronger mensures1
The strategles og those in power.

' becoie, more: sophlstlcated dhd’ |

s the bxtter pill of bondage is

. sweeteried by-a coating- of re-

‘ form,a ers Burton \satd onn )l
" “The temptatlon then is to ac-
\quiesce. ‘to.swallow. the: p111 "
Own CorreSpondentA -
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Black Sash chie re-electh
DURBAN. =~ Mrs Mary Burton was reclected
president f the Black Sash at the weekend. Ms
Rosemary van. wyk. Smith of Albany, and Ms
Jenny de Tolly and Ms: Sue Philcox (both Cape
Wester:}), were voj;ed vice-presidents.
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Black Sash study provides chilling insight into

Pretoria’s-death row SA7 .

Esau Jabulani Nkosi is not
one of the high-profile politi-
cal figures on Pretoria’s
death row. He is one of those
“ordinary” murder conviets
whose life is likely to be
ended without protest from
the world beyond his pris-
on,

He has been lifted from ob-
seurity by the researchers of the
Black Sash report on capital
pumshment, “Inside South Alri-
ca's Death Factory”, The report
teils the following story.

Nkosi 15 30 years old. His
crimnal record started at the
age of eight, when he was sen-
tenced to five cuts with a lLight
cane for stealing F20.

By the time he was 17 he
had accumulated four convie-
tions, for theft and assault, and
been subjected to 22 strokes
with a lxght cane.

He was never defended on
any of these charges. He was
the child of a single mother — a
domestic worker — and there
was ne money for lawyers.

Although he was a juvenile,
there was no attempt to send
him to a school of industnies or
a reformatory.
—..0On’reaching.the .age-of 18 —
aduithood In the eyes of the

Profile of t

court — he was sentenced to 45
months for stealing goods val-
ued a{ R2 00D.

He was freed on parole after
two years and soon convicted on
six charges of housebreaking.
His total sentence was 12 years,
of which he served six before
wm_zm refeased unconditronally
in June 1985. L

Head wounds :

Four months later, at the age
of 29, he was back te the dock
facing murder charges with two
other men They all pleaded not
gulty.

The eharges related to the
killing of an 84-year-old man,
Mr Arthur Boshier, who died
from nead wounds after being
attacked n his East Rand flat
during a rohbery

There were no eyewitnesses
to the attack. The three men
were convicted of murder by Mr
Justice Strydom on the basis of
his reconstruction of events
from statements made by two of
the accused, testumony of the
third, and medicat and police
evidence.

Nkosi's lawyer argued 10 ex-
tenuation that the men had gone
to rob — not to kill — and had

.acted.in the heat of the moment

when they surprised the owner

TRk

AT

e conde

they bury.”

human rights lawyer Mr 8rian Curr

JO-ANNE COLLINGE reports on a Black Sash study on capital punishment, entfitted
“Inside South Afnca’s Desth Factery”. It tokes its name from en observation by
“Death row is like a factory. | find the whole
place has been brutalised, dehumanised.-1t's a factory which produces corpses ... To
produce that product, a system is mn,.n_onnm The whale ploce is sarviced. They
provide foed. They moke gordens. They give notice of exacution, They hang. And

n hs darkened flat. The judge
found no extenuating circurm-
stances for any of the three and
sentenced them to hang.

Nkost was refused leave to
appeal against the murder con-
vicnon and has now spent 20
months on death row.

“Today the mgid distinctions
bewvween “political’ and ‘ord:-
nary’ death row prisoners is
being questioned.” the _.muaz
notes.

“The vast majority of death
row prisoners are black —
97 percent of the 1070 people
hanged between 1980 and 1988 —
and 1n many cases ‘ordinary
crimmals’ can also be seen as
victims of apartheid,” it states.

“In the first place, there 15
a general acceptance that erime
has strong reots 1n poverty and
social deprivauon. Many black
South Afncans, like Jabulani
Nkosi, grow up 1 overcrowded,
under-serviced, .segregated
black townships; they receive an

inferior education to white
South Africans and experience
job segregation,

“The second sense 1n whtch
most death row prisoners are
vicums of apartherd 1s that they
have been processed by a legal
system which many — rightly
or wrongly — regard as being
slanted against blacks. For ex-
ample, there is not a singie
black judge in South Africa.”

The report attempts to draw
a biegraphical profile of the typ-
ical prisoner on Pretoria’s death
row. And 1t examnes the legal
process which ended up on
death row.

To construet the profiles. -
terviews were conducted with
families, friends and Jawyers of
26 death row prisoners. To as-
sess the legal process, recotds of
40 condemned persons were ex-
amined.

The disadvantaged back-
-gronnd of the average death row
prisoner 15 clear and can be put

succinetly. “Tn summary, 85 per-
cent grew up in farmlies which
struggled financially; only
42 percent were raised by both
parents; 92 percent did not com-
plete school; 62 percent had no
further education or traimmng
and 85 percent were unskilled or
semi-skilled labourars.

“In addition, of the 42 percent
who had previous convictions,
47 percent had been prosecuted
for the first time ﬂ_.mu they
were juveniles.”

Several features of the legal
history of those facing death
give cause for concern, the
researchers state.
® The heavy reliance on pro deo
counsel. A total of 32 percent of
the sample were represented in
this fashion. The report points
out that this means the advo-
cate has no attorney to assist
him. that he is paid only about
R100 a day and that his fees do
not allow him the expense of
calling expert witnesses for life-

ned on

saving evidence in mitigation. It
also means he is likely to be re-
presented by an insxperienced
advocate or by one whose prae-
tice has noi been seccessiul
envagh to render him too busy
to do pro deo work

® The brevity of the cases. Qne-
third of these trials took less
than a week to complete. One 1
12 Yasted pust ope day.

@ The nature of the evidence on
which conviction was passed,
The evidence of a single witness
was enough for a murder con-
vietion in 10 percent of cases;
circumstantial evidence sufficed
in 5 percent; and a further 5 per-
cent were found gmity solely on
the basis of thew own confess-
jons — confesstons which meost
claumed had been made under
duress.

Common purpose-

® The common refusal of
leave to appeal. More than half
the sample were refused leave
to appeal by the trial court. Of
those known to have petitioned
the Chief Justice for leave to ap-
peal, only 17 percent were suc-
cessful and 35 percent had been
refused,
® The prevalence of the doe-
trine of common purpose in
murder convictions. Half the

€S

s\:j

sample were convicied on-
grounds of their assectation and .
wdentification with the actual:
killers and were not shown to:
have done the deed themselves. |
“Death Factory™ also records®
the less quantifiable affronts'of ,
the process of awaiting-death’
imprisonment and of execution.
~The badies of Lhose executed .
are the property of the State,
Families are not allowed to see.
instde the coffins. They are not:
permitted to accompany the:
coffin 1o order to say prayers as.
the body 15 laid to rest.”. .
While death row prisoners
can have an unlimted number,
of visits, not once — even on the!
day before their hanging —'do.
they get a “contact visit”, ene:
that would allow a last touch or !
embrace. '
The horror mduced by nrm
death penalty is reflected in the-
fact that no death row inmates’
family members wished death
on Wit Wolf Barend w:d.aou.._
who is charged with last year’s
massacre of eight black people
in Pretoria. “I can't say Stry-
dom must be killed, because he
is also a human baing. I hate the
death penalty,” said Mr N S Son-
ama whose brother, Bennet, has
spent more than a year on death
row.
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Regulations ‘an inappropriate r

Here 15 a summary of the new Department of Edu-
cation and Tramng regulations, gazetted on No-
vember 25

® The Mimster may permanently close a schoeol if
the number of pupils expelled or boycotting “justi-
fies™ this.

® The Mimister may tempararily close a school 1f:
pupits boycott the school, effective teaching is not
posstble; pupils contravene the provis:ons of the Act,
there 15 ‘rioteus or disorderly behaviour”

® Parents must accompany children when applying
for admussion and must undertake in writing to en-
sure they attend school regularly.

@ The director-genesral can make admussion condi-
tional on pupils returmng or compensating the de-
partment for textbooks issued the previous year;
refrarning from “out-ef-school” actevities detrimen-
tal to their studies; receiving additional twitien.

@ Students who have failed the same standard twice
require the director-general’s permussion to re-reg-
ister.

———

New regulations for black schools are worsening the

crisis in black scheals, says the BLACK SASH educa-

hen committee in this article which hos been sent 1o
business leaders.

® Pupils may be expelled if absent for more than 10
consecutive school days or more than 20 days in a
year without a valid reason.

® Pupils may be expelled or suspended if, after one
warnng, they prejudice “the maintenance of order
or diseipline, or the effective prowision of education”;
destroy school or personal property; disobey instruc-
tions of principals or teachers, ot give false informa-
tion, incite other pupils to contravene regulations or
rules; participate in boycotts, protest marches, sit-
ns or “other riotons achion™; are making unsatisfac-
tory scholastic progress as a result of participating
11 ‘unapproved’ actrwities

@ Pupils have the right of appeal if suspended, ex-

peled or refused admission.

The gazetting of yet more amendmeniSnd il
tions to regulations made m terms of the 1978 Edu-
cation and Training Act is an inapprorate response
to the crises in black education.  r

The new provisions address the symptoms of the
crises, rather than their causes, and, as is already
evident, they are exacerbating rather than ame-
licrating these symptoms

After the decades of Bantu Education and the
deeply troubled years since 1976, there is no doubt
that the DET is confronted with serious difficulties
— severely disaffected students, demoralised teach-
ers (themselves mostly products of the system), and
distanced parents.

Why not address the real problem — Bantu Edu-
catton 1tseli.

Changing names — “Edueation and Training” for
“Bantu Education”, “publie” for “goverpment”
schools — has not helped.

yonse’ to education crisis |

L= e OEBR The reality remams — a school system that is

haopelessly under-resourced, both in terms of physi-
cal amenmties and the educatiea and training that
has been provided for its teachers.

In contrast with the over-prevision for wite edu-
eation, the deprivation suffered by black education is
stark.

“Deprived” in a different sense, many white South
Alricans continue to be oblivious to the consequences
of the crisis situation for every South African.

Leaving aside the (very real) possitility of an.
other '76-type explosion, what 1s the foture for our
country if the majority of the population is unedu-
cated?

What is likely to happen to the young people who
are refused readmussion to schools because they
have failed a standard twice or participated n "un-
approved” activities; those whe are expelled on one
of the many grounds provided for expulsicn, or to
these who are deprived of schooling by the Minister
closing schools following large-scale expulsions or

-‘b\bf)ulﬂk]

absenteeism? .
It 15 wnperative that the State provide equal pri-
mary and secondary education far all its chldren

by means of a single education department. 1
South Africa can and must afford a decent State- ¢
run education system. 3

The private sector cannet be expected to provide -
an alternative to this. However, leaders of com-
merce and industry can use thew influence by call- 5
1eg on the Government to address this grave situa- g
tion

An 1mmedate Tesponse would be the withdrawalz
of the regulations and the unbanning of student or- ¢
ganisations. Students, parents and the community 3
are obviously very concerned and enlisting their sup- ¢
port would be a start i resolving some of the most 5
urgent issues.

Bantu Education 1s one of the cornerstones of y
apartherd Bulding a healthy post-apartheid society s
will depend on providing a sound eductioral founda- 3
tion — for afl South Afnicans

LIETard
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2 By Winnie Graham

Bouth Africa’s “shadow people”
+— the homeless — are growing
in number and virtually nothing
has been done to house them.

! This is the finding of the Black
Sash Transvaal Region Urban Re-
movals and Homelessness Group
@nd the Community Research and

ublished an “A - Z Guide to Home-
essness on the Witwatersrand.” :
§ The report looks at the squatter
‘prablem” and finds that two years
to the orderly urbanisation policy
Wamnm are more poor people without
omes than ever and they are still
Yiving in shacks and informal seftle-
ents.

The report adds that there has
been a “flurry of activity” from de-
yelopers — but they are interested
enly in building homes for people
Who can afford to pay R20000 or ©
fnore for houses. '

ma erthern suburbs

* It points out that even the South
African Housing Trust and the Fam- _
{ly Housing Association can only

manage to provide housing in the

R20000 range and low-level ser-

Yiced sites at round R6000. .
3 “It j5 estimated that at least™
to percent of the region’s population
¢annot afford these houses,”
WEA reads.

1 The homeless squat not only in

fhe townships but in all the white

areas of the north where urbanised

domestic workers, many of whom

How have their families with them,

#m«.m no place to live. | .
v Municipalities north of Johannes-

Rurg have taken care not to allow

Squatting, as a result of which there

are few of the larger settlements

found on unguarded Government

Jand in the south.

mio::m:ou Network who have .
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poor .
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north

.. neighbours, Randburg and Sandton,

are condemned for their complete
lack of action in helping to solve the
problem. .

-According to the report, Rand-
burg has maintained excellent vigi-
lance and reports the snccessful
demolition of shacks to its council.

< A recommendation by a TPA offi-
cial that Sandton establish an emer-
gency camp as a temporary solution
and the
homeless are under threat of re-
moval to Orange Farm south of

- Jphannesburg.

‘Rand s

etting

. BN

H

“The report points out that the
Sandton Municipality and the police
have been involved in different ef-
forts to get shackdwellers off two
business sites in Wynberg where in-
formal seitlements have been
Sprung up.

The town councils of Randburg,
Sandton and Midrand, the report
. continues, appear to place responsi-
bility for homeless blacks on other
anthorities: Sandton on the adjacent
black council of Alexandra, and
Randburg and Midrand on the re-
gional/provincial/central  govern-
ment.

oy

\ “They are not legally competent
to deal with urbanisation,” the re-
port says. “They are only _mmw,.:w
competent to eradicate squatters.

According to statistics published
in the report, more than 60 percent
of the squatters have been on the
Witwatersrand for more than 15
years, 19 percent between six and 14
years and the rest up to five years.

The report says there is ex-
pressed resistance on the part of
black local authorities to make pre-
vision for controlled site and ser-
vice to accorntnodate poor people.

gy’

These local authorities are resist-
ing the settlement of low income
residents within their houndaries
because they see them as a drain on
their resources. .

The report adds: “The combined
but contradictory notions of upgrad-

Depressing ' shacks like
this one are the only
home for growing thou-
sands of the poorest.
Black Sash suggests that
some white councils are

ed areas and ‘viable but separaie’
may prove to be the Achilles heel of
the orderly urbanisation policy ...

“The policy must be accepted
that the community at large is re-
sponsible for ensuring that land and
resouces are equitably re-allocated
so that the poorer residents (who
are the majority) are m,un:amn.:
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De Klerk’

speech h 0
educatio (&

welcome

.. By Sue Valenti \\
The Black Sash education
committee has welcomed
Mr FW de Klerk's call
for “cost effective, quali-
ty  education”, but
warned that it could not
be implemented by the
Governmenf from the
top.

Commentmg on Mr de
Klerk's address at the
opening of the new cam-
pus of the Pretoria
Teachers Training Col-
lege recently, Ms Judith
Hawarden, education co-
crdinator and Transvaal
regional chairman of the
Black Sash, said genuine
partlclpatlon by aill in-
terested parties including
professional  educators,

'parents, students, teach-

ers and civic organisa-
ti?ns was needed.

RESTRICTIONS

“The first step is to
unban the National Edu-
cation Crisis Committee
and other organisations
involved in education, to
lift the restrictions on
NECC leaders and to
allow them to start parti-
cipating.

“Schools  should be
open and non-racial so
that children can prepare
for a new South Africa.”

General secretary of
the Transvaal Teachers'
Asspciation, Mr Hugo
Ackerman said the TTA
was very concerned
about the availability of
finance for educatiop —
and in the country gen-
erally.

*Mr Joe Muller, co-or-
.dinator of the education
policy unit at Wits Uni-
versity, said the speech
seemed to be too full of
generalities to speculate
on the NP leader’s inten-
tions.

“Although they've in-
creased the education
bydget, it is nowhere
near close to providing
enough to cope with the
growth of black student
numbers in the education
system.”
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“or me,

As the month of June approaches it
seems that even the Government is
pondering on whether or not to re-
impose the state of emergency for
the third time. That is encouraging
because 1t is a salutary lesson to
re-read the conditions of the state of

| emergency.

The full impact of the losses en-

. tailed is experienced like the. blow

of a sledgehammer.

A state of emergency is the impo-
sition of a tyranny that is increas-
ingly less recognised with the pas-
sage of time. Let us therefore be re-
minded that:

@ Any member of the security frces
may arrest and detain any person if
he is “of the opinion” that that per-
son poses a threat to public safety
or the maintenance of law and
order. _

@ Such a persen, and it could be you
can then be detained indef-
initely without trial, possibly to be
interrogated, denied access to fami-
ly or lawyers, held in solitary con-
finement, and no-one is entitled to
information regarding that person.

Total indemnity

If or when released, such a man
or woman may be and often is sub-
jected to exceedingly harsh restric-
tions. For all this there is no re-
dress. Since June 1986 approximate-
1y 30 000 people have been detained.
@ The State President, members of
the Government and the security
forces enjoy total indemnity. They
need only “act in good faith”.
Habeas corpus is non-existent. No
interdict is possible.

@ Organisations and people can be
restricted if the Minister is “of the
opinion” that it is necessary. In Jung,
1988, 18 organisations were prohibit=:
ed from performing any activities
whatsoever, all non-violent anti-
apartheid organisations. Cosatu was
prohibited from performing listed
activities.

@ The Cornmissioner of Police has
the power to close off areas or pub-
lic or private places, to prohibit

13

JOYCE HARRIS (right) of the
Black Sash recounts just what
the state of emergency means.

entry or departure, to prohibit gath-
erings or control their venue, size
and scope and to prevent certain
people from attending them. Penal-
ties for contravention are R20 009 or
10 years' imprisonment.

@ No journalist may be at the scene
of unrest and no-one may publish
anything regarding security action,
restricted gatherings, speeches of
restricted people or members of a
restricted organisation or the cir-
cumstances or treatment of detain-
ees.

Also forbidden is publication of
subversive statements, the scope of
which ranges from unrest and resis-
tance. through boycotts, civil dis-
obedience, staying away from work
and taking part in restricted gather-
ings, to compulsory military ser-
vice.

Nor is it permissible to publish
blank spaces to indicate that a re-
port has been censored, nor even
with a statement, sign or symbol, or
in the context.

@ If the Minister “is of the opinion”
that it is “necessary”, he has power
to prohibit the production of a peri-
odical for not more ihan three
months at a time. He has already
taken such action against Weekly
Mail, Grassroots, Out Of Step,
Saamstaan, Work in Progress
and New Era. Penalties for contra-
vention are a maximum of R20000
or 10 vears.

@ Attention and participation at and
use of school property, syllabi and
what is worn by pupils is controlled.
@ People in general are even prohi-
bited from wearing certain clothes
or performing any act or types of
acts.

® The Commissioner can control
how many people nay attend a fu-
neral, how and by which route they
get there, who may address it and
how long it may take.

Freedom is subject to govern-
ment whim. There is no access to
due legal process. People are pawns
at the mercy of “good faith” and
“opinions’.

They, their organisations, their
newspapers and periodicals can be
destroyed at the stroke of a pen.

Access to information is so res-
tricted that it is impossible even to
estimate the degree of ignorance in
which the public is being held.

Under such conditions the Gov-
ernment has already conducted one
election. If the state of emergency
is re-imposed it will again conduct a
general election, while it exercises
total power over the media, meet-
ings and anti-government political

activity.

We need to guard against accom-
modation to the restrictions to
which we have for so long been sub-
jected, and take note of the dire loss
of freedom, human rights, security
under the rule of law, the liberty
to see hear, read and say what we
like and meet with whomever we
like.

The state of emergency has con-
tributed to the collapse of the econ-
omy, the imposition of sanctions
and the destruction of our country.
Total control has become a habit of
this Government. The arbitrary ex-
ercise of power has become a termi-
nal disease.

The state of emergency must go.
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" Police tape Sash

Plainclothes policemen today asked members of the
Black Sash protesting against the reimposition of the
stale of emergency to give their particulars on tape.
Members of the anti-apartheid group were staging .
a picket along Empire Road,
The women were asked 1o read their names, ad-
dresses, identity an{telephone numbers into a police-

man’s recorder. &‘

In a statement the Blatk Sash said the introduction
of the state of emergency had made it casicr for the
Government to maintain its unjust laws,

“A government which uses reform rhetoric but si-
lences legitimate opposition is a government which
o should not be in power. A government which requires

Please leave your name and number ... a repressive measures in order to govern should not be
policeman tapes a protestor’s details. in power,” the statement said. $-Hzy ‘7/6, £ ﬂ
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Union claims workers
were m%lggd by SAI
By Mike Siluma, Laboar Reporte
About 19 workers were injured, one seriously, when
police took action against workers locked out of Dun-
lop Industrial Products’ Benoni factory yesterday,

says the Chemical Workers’ Industrial Union (CWIU).
A union statemnent claimed that the police, called

. by management, had dispersed about 500 workers

outside the factory gates by beatipg them with sjam-

boks. Nineteen workers wer and one was
taken to hospital. EETE
The CWIU said the “illegal’ lock-out appeared to

be connected to a dispute over worker demands for
the dismissal of a white worker who allegedly as-
saulted a union shop steward. Management allegedly
refused to take disciplinary action against the white
worker.

“CWIU members believe this to be racist and dis-
criminatory treatment as many black workers have
been subjected to tough disciplinary action for much
lesser crimes,” said the union.

Comment from Dunlop and the police was unavail-

able at the time of going to press.
@ The union said a strike by about 150 members at
Gillette (SA) in Springs had entered its second week.
The dispute centred on the alleged unfair dismissal of
a shop steward.

Gillette managing director Mr John Ford said only
50 workers were on strike and that the dismissal of
the shop steward last October had not been unfair. Mr
Ford alleged that strikers had been threatening peo-
ple on company premises.

%\ﬂS\rash workers get t
1 lfn%"\ . By Dawn Barkhuizen 1
Dedth threats from an anonymous “Wit Wolf” Ia
been received by Black Sash workers in the southern
Cape. b v

Mrs Lu Harding of Knysna and Mrs Jill Dugmore
of George recently received letters saying “Death
%’walufits you next” signed by and a depicting a “Wit

olf”,

°3 Both letters were postmarked Mossel Bay.

Yy The women are active Black Sash workers and

21 have been involved in the fight against the relocation

17 {| of squatters of Lawaaikamp, George.

E“- Mrs Harding will report the matter to the police
today. : -
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GRAHAMSTOWN — Se-
curity Branch and uni-
formed police Swooped
on six women from the
Black Sash at the Gra-
hamstown Arts Festival
yesterday, - '

.. They ordered them ¢o
Teémove placards calling
| for an”"end to apartheid,
Eroup areas, the death

penalty, conscription,

|- house arrest .and deten-

Jon, ey o
«~Police ‘haye main-
tained a high profile here
since the festiva] began
last 'Thuzjsday, S

However, residents and
visitors alike are aware
that bag-snatching and
mugging have been rife
during the festivaj,

"1WO0 young women, at.
tacked outsige the 1820
Settlers Monument, were
told by the Police they
were not the first mug-
8ing victimsg,

They were also told,
they saig, that polige
were too busy to patrol
the unlit roaqg between
the nearby Settlers Motel

J and the monument,

|
|
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W~ By Dawn Barkhuizen’
i

. Death’ threats:from an anonyiicus “Wit Wolt” ave
been received by Black Sash workers in the southern
wCapefy W e Lohe et
-Mrs Lu Harding of Knysna and Mrs Jill Dugmore -
‘iof George' rquptly-'ireceivgd'~lett"ererSayi'z_1’g “Death
" awaits you-next” signed by-and a depicting-a *Wit
Wolf™ /..o : <o .

Both letters were postmarked Mossel Bay: "
iThé women are active Black Sash’ workers and
have been inivolved in the fight against the relocation
- of:squatters of Lawaaikamp; George, - e

‘Mrs: Harding. will report the matter to the.police
Ctodayh e |
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stop opposition’ e

! By Mckeed Kotlolo,
Pretoria Burean

The banning of the Black Sash
and the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee (Trac) in Bophutha-
tswana does not mean the end of
opposition to the violation of
human rights, '

This was said by the two
South African-based human
rights organisations yesterday
after hearing that they had been
banned from operating in Bo-
phuthatswana.

The banning order under the
Internal Security Act of 1979
was published in the homeland’s
'Government Gazette on Friday.

Both organisations said in the
statement they saw the banning
as “a measure of how desperate
the Bophuthatswana authorities
are to sweep all grievances
under the carpet and stop peo-
ple from seeking help”.

“The Black Sash is a non-vio-
lent human rights organisation
responding to requests from
people seeking justice and a fair
hearing of their grievances; Our
work in Bophuthatswana has' in-
- volved supporting people and
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communities siffering in 4 cliz_
mate of oppression, particilarly,.
as a result of their opposition to?
enforced incorporation into th
homeland,” the statement said, '™
The statement said the organt!’
isations were not resporisible fol”!
the’ creation of the conditions"
in the hemeland but merely exf
posed thern. -
“In the final analysis it is thé"
South African governmienf!
which js the culprit in its failire
to recognise the human worth of
the black people and its persis’
tence in treating them as pawng®
on a ridiculous checkerboard of
its own design, . 1:
“Those who still believe, thaf,]
the homeland system.is a suc-
cess, particularly in Bophuthay;
tswana which boasts: a pill ofi;
rights, should take a closer look.,
at the homeland’s record of,

human rights violations. :Thé?
events in Braklaagte an 1
Leeuwfontein had demonstrated
this amply.” ”n

"According to the baining
order, the two organisations ens,
dangered or calculated to ep:}
danger the national security igy:
the homeland. 4
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retary Tom Phalama,

!

. THE Bophuthatswana
government has banned
the Black Sash and the
Transvaal Rural Action

-+ Committee from the

bantustan.

The two human rights
organisations have played
a3 major role in the
campaign against the
possible incorporation of
Leeuwfontein and
Braklaagte villages into
the homeland.
Bophuthatswana
govermnment  spokesman
said the two groups were

By ISMAIL LAGARDIEN ____|

banned under the
bantustan’s  emergency
regulations published in
Bophuthatswana's
government gazeite on
Friday.

Black Sash yesterday
said the banning of their
group was an indictment
of the Bophuthatswana

authorities rather than of
the Black Sash.

it was alse an
indication of the
bantustan's desperation o

sweep all grievances
under the carpet, &
spokesman said.

*“The Black Sash is a

organisation responding
to requests from people
seeking justice and a fair

hearing of their
grievances.’ : .

*QOur work in
Bophuthastwana has
involved supporting

people and communities
suffering in a pervasive

climate of oppression, .

particularly as. & result of

their  opposition to
enforced  incorporation
into the bantustan,

“Those who still
believe the bantustan
system is a success -
particularly : in
Bophuthatswanz, which
boasts a Bill of Rights -
should take a closer Took
at the bantustan's track

record of human rights
violations,” ool

“The. events in
Leeuwfontein, .~ - and
Braklaagte in . recent

weeks have demonstrated

this amply.”’
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non-violent human rights
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Homeland
“bans- Black

Sash pl‘Q]CCt

JOHANNESBURG — The ban 1mposed yesterday
morning on the Black Sash and the Transvaal Rural
Action .Committee (Trac), a project of the Black
Sash, by the Bophuthatswana administration “is g

B .

.

-measure of how desperate the homeland authorities

are to“sweep all grievances under the carpet and
stop people seekmg help” the orgamsatlon ‘said. e

" In'a Government Gazette, Chief Lucas Mangope’§
administration outlawed Trac and the Black. Sash

- on the grounds that they “endangered national se}
.curity and publie safety” All organisations linked

to. the two bodies aré also affected by the ban. E

Saying that they were a non-violent organlsatlonv
Trac said their work in. the area, particularly 1n
Braklaagte and Leeuwfontein, involved supporting
people who suffered “under a pervasive elimate of
oppression, particularly as a result of their opposi:
tion fo enforced 1nc0rp0ratlon into the homeland”'

Ultlmately, Trac continued, the culprit in the

“whole scenario was the South Afrlcan gOVernment

which failed “to recogmse the human worth of black

} people, and persisted in treating them like pawng

on a rldlculous checker board of its own demgn"J

The ban on Trac:s the latest in a series of b1tter-
'wrangles between Trac and the two communities ori

_one hand, and the Bophuthatswana authorities og

the other The crisis was sparked off by Pretorla 5

i dec1§mn to incorporate the two territories into Bo-
‘phuthatswana on December 31 last year.: ;

Since. then, both commumtles have re51sted 1ncor-
poratwn -with sporadlc "clashes between security

forces .and the commumtles .on'July 1 ah orgy of

violence erupted 'at a nigss.meeting durmg whleh

.nine policemen and two civilidns were killed. —
. Sapa !
o



%ack Sash rejects Bop go

By Kaizer Nyatsumb “C./

lack Sash — which, together wiih its
sub-committee, the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee. was banned in Bophuthatswana
this week -- has rejected the Bophutha-
tswana government’s latest accusation that
1t had instigated the resistance of residents
of Leeuwfontein and Braklaagte to incor-
poration into the homeland.

In a statement 1ssued to The Star, the
Bophuthalswana government's Secretary
for Information justified the homeland’s
banning of the Black Sash and Trac, and
said their activities at Leeuwfontein and
Braklaagte were meant to endanger the
homeland's security.

UNKNOWN ORGANISATIONS

The Black Sash and Trac were “unknown
organisations in Bophuthatswana” and had
never approached the Bophuthatswana
government “to troduce themselves and
to offer assistance to seitle the grievances
of the people of Lecuwfontein and Brak-
laagte”, the statement said.

Since the Black Sash was aware of the
incorporation of the two villages into Bo-
phuthatswana "“for quite some time”, it

77

vi’s accusations

would have been proper for the organisa- J The organisation, she said, acted only in

tion to approach the Bophuthatswana gov-
ernment and offer assistance to solve the
people's “grievances” there, the statement
said. )

“Instead, they have been working behind
closed doors to instigate revolt by the vil-
lagers of the two villages against the gov-
ernment.”

The refusal by Braklagte and Leeuw-
fontein residents to be incorporated into
Bophuthatswana emanated from a question
of chieftainship which had now been re-
solved, the statement said.

“The government of Bophuthatswana is
satisfied that the steps it has taken to ban
the two organisations {the Black Sash and
its sub-committeg) in Bophuthatswana are
in the best interests of not only the re-es-
tablishment of a peaceful climate in the
area, but also those of the state in curbing
the activities which were calculated to en-
danger the security of Bophuthatswana.”

In her response, Black Sash vice-chair-
man Mrs Ethel Walt said the Black Sash —
including Trac — was a human rights or-
ganisation committed to seeking non-vio-

response Lo requests for help from people
seeking redress of their grievances.

Said Mrs Walt. “In this instance the
grievance was the enforced incorporation
into Bophuthatswana which had been vi-
gorously and repeatedly opposed by the
people (there) by every peaceful and lawful
mearns available to them.

“As in all cases of this nature, we place
the matter in the hands of legal representa-
tives whom we then assist, while continuing
to act as a support group for the communi-
ty.

ACTED OPENLY

“Any approaches to government, either
South African or Bophuthaiswana, have
been made by the lawyers or the communi-
ties themselves. We have acted quite open-
ly and have never attempted to conceal our
involvement.

“In this context we emphatically reject
the accusation that this organisation has
been ‘working behind closed doors to insti-

: gate revolt by the villagers of the two vil-

Tages against the government.”

1l

lent solutions to problems.
1 .- -
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Y JOYCE HARRI
of the Black Sash

I cry for our land, What can he
done about a country whose heter-
ogeneous, unbalanced, prejudiced,
exploitative, fear-ridden history
has produced a situation where, on
the same day, the press can report
furious letters from a Nationalist
and two English-speaking South

vl

doms Forum meeting with the
ANC; thugs threatening to break
up a meeting of Jews for Social
Justice to hear a report-back of
that same meeting; a meeting be-
tween the Head of State and his
long-term prisoner, Mr Nelson
Mandela; and the Conservative
Party leader warning of a white
uprising if whites and blacks are
encouraged to get together?

There are so many crazy ano-
malies. A reform-spouting Gov-
ernment destroys shacks and pos-
sessions in Thokoza, leaving their
inmates in the cold; incorporates
communities into homelands
against their will, provoking them
beyond endurance into violent
reaction; breaks up peaceful
meetings and detains and restricts
community leaders who are seek-
ing to restore peace.

It harasses those who have spo-
ken to the ANC by searching their
premises even while it is reading
the writing on the wall and is it-
self seeking contact with other
African states.

The National Party has des-
troyed the economy, befouled race
relations with its policy of divide
and rule and, worst of all, bruta-
lised whole generations of our
young people, black and white, by

a little tim

its determination to reMowe LT

Africans reviling the Five Free--

It has produced the likes of
Barend Strydem, who killed
blacks so indiscriminately and
wildly in Pretoria, reared as he
was on a diet of racial hatred.

How many more are there like
him and what will they do to
wreck any hopes there may be for
peaceful reconciliation in our
country?

The white backlash warned of
by Dr Treurnicht is a very real
danger, given the generations of
indoctrination of white suprema-
cy and “swart gevaar”.

Now the National Party is hoist
with its own petard. It recognises
the need for change, but even its
own limited prescriptions —
strictly within its own framework
of separation and ethnicity — find
themselves on a collision course
with its own teachings.

Those who rail against contact
with the ANC on the precept that
it is a terrorist organisation fail
to recognise decades of structural
violence perpetrated by the State.

I do not believe that this ex-
cuses violence, though it does ex-
plain it. I do net helieve that good
ends can be achieved by bad
means.

But {o castigate the ANC and at
the same time to support the Na-
tiona]l Party is totally illogical.
The National Party cannot protect
the people from a danger it has
itself created.

It is not the NP that is offering
salvation. Neither is it the far
right white backlash. Incredibly, it
is the measured tones of jailed
ANC leader Nelson Mandela call-
ing for dialogue between the Gov-
ernment and the ANC. together

with the mass democratic move-
ment as “the only way of ending
violence and bringing peace to our
country”,

He said: “I only would like to
contribute to the creation of a
climate which would promote
peace in South Africa.”

It is truly amazing that a man
who has spent the better part of
his life in jail, and who has been
denied the opportudity to inter-
act with his fellow-men or to use
his undoubted talents in the in-
terests of his people, shouid show
the statesmanship and tolerance
so sadly lacking in the leadership
of our country and its privileged
voters.

There is still time for whites to
reassess the situation, to realise
that they can expect no salva-
tion from the Nationalists and
even less from the far right, and
to use the privilege of their votes
to give a clear indication that they
support the process of negotiation,
the creation of a climate to make
it possible and a just society.

However, this prospect seems
remote while they continue to re-
vile contact with the ANC whose
violence, though unacceptabie, has
been relatively disciplined when
compared with that of the State.

Perhaps all we can do is cry
for our country, even though we
ourselves still have the space at
least to try to put things right.

It is the motivation that is lack-
ing, plus the capacity to see
through the apartheid-created
confusion to'the fundamental
truth that we are all the same, we
are all South Africans, and we all
need each other.

(Written by J Harris, 4 North. Avenue, Riviera, Johannesburg )
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By Dawn Barkhuizen

Strong action by police against
women who congregated to
march for peace in Pretoria on
Saturday has come under heavy
fire from women's' movements
to the left of the Government,

Women were reacting yester-

i am pl

disperse people”

A Black Sash VE t
Sheena Duncan, was adamant .
that it was the democratic right |
of each individual to protest and
said women would not apply for
permission for similar marches |

&Jm the future.

1
Ms Joyce Hawarden, Black,

day following violence which 0 ga5h spokesman for the Trans-{

erupted at the Union Buildings Region who w oo
and in Church and Bioed streets.f_vp":zltorfagl:aid. ?'This e?grg?::;i\lrg :
+ . [

The women, members of 299 attitude towards us by the po-1

movements under the umnbrella
of Women Against Repression
(War), decided to march after a
banning order had been ob-
tained in court.

A Pretoria police spokesman
said at the weekend that on “one

occasion police used batons to
|

{

lice was quite extraordinary in
the light of the fact that they!
banned the march because they
did not want us te be hurt.

“The police were the people
who hurt us. It was disgraceful
to baton-charge a group of

1
4
§
\
1
1
1
peaceful unarmed women.” :
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LONG WAY TO GO ... The Black Sash held a placard protest at St George's Cathedral at
lunchtime yesterday. They stated that while President F W de Klerk had initiated the politics of

. negotiation, they were very concerned about exigting_apartheid-Jaw: .y
Gt 7re S Z(ﬁ ;f‘o a ifc ) Picture: BENNY GOOL
. N




Black Sash td1c)
reconsider its

role in new SA

THE Black Sash’s 30th annual con-
ference, 1o be held at Grahamstown
this weekend, will see delegates tak-
ing a long, hard look at the organisa-
tion and its role in the light of current
political changes sweeping the coun-
try, wlmo 2 3 -%(3

A represéntative of the Black Sash
said the Sash has always beeD 2
humanitarian organisation, but that
current developments may mean this
sole will have to bé revised.

She also said there will be discus-
sion on whether the Sash, traditional-
Iy an organisation primarily of white
middle-class women, shouid broaden
its base. '

Another source said there might be
a strong feminist input at the confer-

ence that could push for more worn-
en's issues to be addressed. .
A statement of principles, known as
the “draft mission statement”, which
was drawn up at the last conference,
held at Marian Hill in Durban last

' year, will aiso be redébated.

‘At thé weekend conference, four
papers will be delivered from reports
compiled from all the regions.

“This conference will also see the
élection of a new Black Sash presi-
dent, a post which comes up for elec-

| tion every ‘four years. Mary Burton,

the. present president, will not be
standing for re-election.

bearers will also take place. — Alba-

ny News Agency

Annual elections of other office--
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A major proble
our .campaign against the death
penalty was that of pro deo legal
representation.

Twenty-six people on death row
in 1988 were selected as 2 sample
for research. Of these, 35 percent
had pro deo counsel.

Pro deo (for God) counsel is ap-

ointed where a person facing a
death penalty cannot afford a law-
yer. The Bar organises advocates on
a roster basis. They are paid by the
State (about R200 8 day).

The research showed in trials
where pro deo counsel was used
that the length of the trial was dras-
tically shorter than in those where
private lawyers were hired. The
time, often indicative of the legal
team’s interest, was considerably
longer in political trials, with
90 percent of the funded political
trials lasting more than a month. In
comparison, most of the pro deo
trials in the sample lasted less than
four days and 3 percent lasted a

day.

it is also relevant that 77 percent
of the families of those in the sam-
ple pelieved their relatives’ trials
had bieen uniair.

When asked: “Do you believe that
judges make mistakes and that, de-
spite our system of legal appeals to
. the State President, an innocent
man can be sentenced to death?”,
more than 91 percent of coloured
and black people and 87 percent of
Indians said “yes’s

A similar result was obtained
when asked: “Do you think black
people, are more likely to be sen-
tenced to death than white people
for the same crime?”

Mr Brian Currin, national direc-
tor of Lawyers for Human Rights,

identified during vice-chairman these people are tied up 1n other
k Sash, dis-
ed 1o eliminate prob-
in the present pro deo
following are excerpts
ch at the Black Sash na-

e in Grahamstown.

LAURA POLLECUTT,
of the Transvaal Blac
cusses the ne
lems inherent

tional conferenc

nandicaps the advocate
faces include sometimes meeting
the client for the fi
before the tri
suspicion fro
tends to regar
as a State advocate,
munication
counsel with regar
ings in gener

Argument ;o\';\q()

s “Each bar has a
ttee, which is ob-
the State with couf-
used in an appropri-
ts legal representa-
only the most ju-
tes put their names

rst time the day

m the accused,
d the pro deo coun
and poor com-
en client and
4 to the proceed-

Mr Currin say
pro deo commi
liged to provide
sel when an acc
ate case reques
tion. In prac
nior advoca

«“This has almost developed into
an ethic. After uple of years’ ex-
imes at the expense
hanged, his

forward for not
tes to handle
t is difficult

The argument put
asking senio
pro deo Cases is
eone who is e
remuneration for h
erience at the Bar
limited amount the

hard-earned exp
to work for the
Government is prepare

Mr Currin, citing
ethos of the legal pr
not find this arg
Nor does he find {

the service
ofession, does
t acceptable.
he excuse that

cases from which they cannot be
released a good one.

1t seems there ijg consensus
among the iegal fraternity that pro
deo representation should be ex-
tended to those facing ong prison
sentences as well.

Another disadvantage 1o the pro
deo advocate is the lack of assis-
tance from an atiorney.

Mr John Myburgh, SC, chairman
of the Pro Deo Committee of the
Johannesburg Bar Council, says
until recently an advocate’s respon-
sibility for a client ended after the
trial and this sometimes resulted in
the appeal and clemency applica-
tion being neglected.

This was a particular concern of
organisations working on the death
penalty, because in the past it had
resulted in people going to the gal-
lows without exhausting every legal
avenue. It was therefore good news
to learn that from now on the pro
deo advocate will assume responsi-
bility for the entire procedure.

The Bar has made representa-
{ions on nuImerous occasions in the
hope of extending the service that
the State-funded Legal Aid Board
provides to P70 deo cases. Recent
developments indicate their persis-
tence may be rewarded.

The proposed extension of the
gervice will also ensuré that attor-
neys will be paid to assist advocates
on capital crime cases.

It is rewarding to see that many
of the problems associated with pro
deo counsel are being addressed.
The system, however, is anything

. but perfect and a commitment from

the State to assist would be a major
breakthrough.
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' Retumin exiles Ray Alexander

0

o Jack Simons greet old friend Francls
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THE Black Sash ended its annual
conference in Grahamstown with a
clear commitment 10 continuing its in-
dependent role regardless of political
changes in South Africa.

According to newly-elected presi-
dent Jenny de Tolly, there had been
members who had asked whether the
prospect of political change would
mean that the Sash would disband.

“But listening day after day to the
accounts of advice offices, and things
like pensions, there is a massive
amount of work 10 be done,” she
said.

«We are living in quite difficult and
dangerous times.” De Tolly said the

a possible political resotution, but
very cautious about the tremendous
amount of work that needs to be done
{0 construct a new South Africa.

“The jegacy that South Africa is in-
heriting, of so many years of dispos-

years of apartheid, is going 10 take 2
long time t0 unravel.”

One of the campaigns o be em-
barked on will be one fooking at what
dismantling apartheid reatly means.
It would aim at educating members,
and the white public asa whole, what
change would mean, and what was

involved in «redressing injustice”.

Reform or tot, the Sas
sill has plenty of wor

conference had been “optimistic about p

session, and particularly the last 40°

By FRANZ KRUGER

emrm———

Outgoing president Mary Burton, in
her opening address, set the tone for
the conference by looking at length at
the Sash’s own role in the light of po-
litical changes. :

She said the Sash’s commitment 10
non-racialism made the mass demo-
cratic movement “our natural allies”,
put its “commitment tO democracy
and freedom makes us recognise 100
ihe value and the rights of other
groupings.”

The task of monitoring and protect-
ing human rights made absolute inde-
endence essential. Members might
decide to belong 10 the African Na-
tional Congress, but the Sash itself
should remain independent, support-
ing issues rather than parties, Burton
said. : o

There was a need not only for “first
generation civil and political rights”,
but also “second peneration rights”
like social security, education and ad-
equate wages, as well as “third gen-
eration rights” to peace, a healthy en-
vironment and opportunities for de-
velopment.

The conference also decided to
launch a campaign around black pen-
sions, — Albany News Agency

——
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BY LULAMA""*un e

FEDERATION ; of
- Transvaal Women (Fed-.
" traw). ' president’ ~Sister".
Berniard Neube has urged

all 'women - 10! unite  to" :

change the country~ K
"Ata’service - celebrat-
mg Intematlonal ‘Wom-
en’s’ uDay." ‘this"-
Neube ca.lled on''SA’s
r_e-dedlcat

themsel
oppressio

The ANC was called
upon to include women in
all structures which
would decide the coun-
try’s future,

Should. the ANC ex-
clude women from its del-
egation to President F'W
de Klerk for talks about
the country’s future, its
stance on non-sexism
would be attacked.

Necube referred to the
turmeil within the coun-
try and lashed out at the
killing of children.

“Mothers, let us march
to Katiechong and other
areas and stop thosé {
senseless killings.

“Let us put our: ener- }

gies to making this coun-
try.a better place to live in’
toda)}, not tomorrow.”
1+ was time women
woke up to the'reality that
“it’s not men who are go-
ing to make it happen for
us but ourselves”.

Ailing Black Sash
member - Helen Joseph
was arnong the estimated
2000 people at the ser-
. vice held:at :Wits Great
Hall.

SACP stalwart and
trade unionist Ray Alex-

‘week;

-1 erodm T K
ander, who returned fromi "

omen must mte

to erode oppression

and aim energies at

exile last week, said wom-
en were the most exploit-
ed of the exploited, and
liberation lay in. their
hands,

Women were the fore-
runners‘of the struggle for
a non-racial, non-sexist
democratic South Africa,
and should step up protest
against injustices, she
said.

She -and husband Prof
Jack Simon had hopped
from.one place to another
in exile because of con-
'stant threats 'to their lives

[f% ul

Unite and change SA -
Sister Bernard Ncube

provements in SA’

lposed by agents of the

government.

“We know we have not
come back to a free South
Africa, and we must start
mobilising the people to-
wards achieving freedom
in our lifetime.

“The country’s eco-
nomic crisis will not im-
prove unless our people
are totaly free.”

~Black Sash Transvaal
president Judith Hawar-
den said South Africd’s
women had a tradition of
resistance, and should en-
sure that they spoke with
a united vorce and partici-
pated ‘fully in all future

:«deelslon-makmg “struc-
tures.

The origin of Interna-

" tional Women’s Day can

be, traced back to, the
15 000-strong women ]
march through New York

-in March 1909.

The women were de-
manding shorter working
hours, safe working condi-
tions, equal pay and the
right to vote.

A-police attempt'to dis-
perse the demonstrators
turned into a *violent
attack.
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Women's role |
hew. South Africa

.|.|~q||-

in the spotllght

THE role of women
both In the present situa-
tlon, at the nmegotlation
table and In the future
South Africa was under
the spotlight at an Inter-

national Woman’s Day -

rally held at the Wits
Great Hall in Johannes-
burg,

All speakers called on
women 10 “‘commit them-
selves to finally achieving
the vision” they had
longed to -see become
reality all their lives.

The rally was attended
by about 500 people
among them veteran
political activist Helen
Joseph, Barbara Hogan,
the first woman political
prisoner to be released

from  prison, . Pauline

Moloise, Benjamin
Moloise’s mother and
Caroline Motsoaled], wife
of Rivonia trialist Elias
* Motsoaledi.

Ray Alexander, return-

ed exile and guest speaker

at the rally, after dedicat-
mg a moment’s silence to -

**all comrades who have
fought for us to have a
democratic South Africa’
said she wanted to see, in

By SIZA KOOMA |

future half the executive
of the ANC and all politi-
‘cal organisations being
made up of women.
Women, she said, were
the first to form a non-
racial organisation for a
non-racial and democratic
society in the country.

The Women's Charter
which was formulated by
the organisation, Fedsaw,
was later adapted into the
. ANC's Freedom Charter
when it drafted its con-
stitution.

Their role in a future
South Africa should be as
symbolic and unifying as

* it was with the formation
of the organisation. .

*“Women should con--
tinve to fight for jobs,
homes and schools for

- their children, They must
demand that all schools
be open for children of all
races’’, Alexander said.
She said the march by
American women in New
York in 1909, to protest
long working hours and
unfair salaries, was also a
+ march to protest war.
v - She urged .women to

\\

]

fight violence as the
struggle in the country

was part of the struggle

for world peace. It was
the maothers who gave
birth to children and no
mother wanted to see her
child die, she said.

The Transvaal regional
chairman for Black Sash,
Judith Howarden,
women should make sure
their voice would be
heard in the formation of
new policies and a con-
stitution for the country,

She said they should
start first by insisting that
women representatives be
included in the delegation
that would sit for negotia-
tions with the State Presi-
dent.

“Women ghould en-
sure that jssues like ma-
ternity benefits, shelter
and security, child care,
health and education,
which are all fandamental
to the growth of a healthy
society, are addressed in
the laws that are going to
be made,’* Howarden
said.

Strong emphasis was
also put on the role that
women should play in the
present violence that has

unsetled homelands .and -

some townships in the

country.
Sister Bernard Ncube

said it -was urgent that
women take a resolution
to address the problems in
the- community and not
wait for more lives to be -
wasted.,

“Women should put
their energies together to
correct the wrongs in the
country today, not tomor-
row. Mothers should be
marked for their dif-;
ference as compassnonate*
people who help in times :
of trouble,’” she Neube. :

, She suggested that
women march 1o trouble-
torn areas and plead with |
the communities there toi’

stop the violence.

—
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Sister Bernard Néube
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_ R In nearly aj] plaek townships com-%w‘
Adgeville near Pretorig memorative marches, rajlieg and:

' Prayer services wepe organised,
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: THEO RAWANA C .
? | THE Black Sash haq asked President"r w gg Klerk to 3

redeploy troops in the Mpumalanga area near Durbap to &
7 act as a buffer between the warring Inkatha and ypg 4
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after community Jeagers f
had visited jtg offices last We esday, with reports of the !

Community’s concern over the troops’ Fullout. :
Sapa reports five men were stabbed to death and ope ,

man was injureqd jn unrest-related incidents throughout
the country during the Past 24 hours,

e said in yesterday’s report from Pretoria that
a mob attacked and stabbed four men to death at Ezak.
enl near Ladysmith in Natal, Their i

€3 were then
oused with paraffjn and set alight, :
In another incident in Natal, a ma
death and anothey sustained a head
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stones were.;hrown and shotg were fired

o ® Comment: Page 8
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JENNY DE TOLLY

" it
New Black Sash president Jenny de Tolly
(46) got involved in fighting for human
rights when she lived in Toronto from
1969 to 1981. She was part of a small
island community which fought a long
battle against eviction. On her return to

— A NEW DIRECTION

SA, commitment to the Sash seefied a
natura] extension of this concern.

Born and educated in Kimberley, Jen-
ny met her husband, Peter, at UCT where
both qualified as architects. They have
two adult children. The move to Canada
was {o allow Peter to study further, The
couple also wanted to see what alterna-
tives the world had to offer.

Before being elected president, during
the past four years she served two years as
regional chair for the western Cape and
two as national vice-president.

De Tolly stresses that the Sash is pri-
marily a human rights pressure group,
The issue of political affiliation arises
periodically, but De Tolly is adamant
that the Sash wants to stay independent.

De Tolly sees her strengths as not being
afraid of change and the ability to get
people involved and motivated. She says
the Sash has always had two main func-
tions: to act as a political pressure group
and to provide services (its work relating
to pass laws made it famous).

While these remain core activities, the
Sash has to think a little harder about its
function. Says De Tolly: “Apartheid was
a very casy thing to be against. Now we
have to explore what we are for.”




Bring in black .
soldiers - Sash |

BLACK SADF troops should return to Mpumalanga
township in war-torn Natal, the Black Sash sald yester-c

dy. o 23 Qo 47
Backirig a call from its Natal Coastal Division for -
the return of black soldiers, the Sash said their presence
would provide desperalely—needed protectxon. mamly to
scholars 7]
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‘Res nts also know them to be more trustwonhy
than the SAP and KwaZulu Police - whom they beheve
support the vigilantes.' " . - Cose

There was also wndespmad dlssatlsfactnon wnth the
KwaZily Police, and the Sash beheved Natal should-:
have an *impartial peacekeeping forcg i »31 "o %,h,,_ N

The organisation said an independent commlﬁsmn of
inquiry into the Natal conflict was also galjed for.” ?w:th
the possibility of declaring Natal a disaster area.%.!whlch
may draw the required attention to the problems’. - Sapa’
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New fighter
for rights

takes over

By GILL TURNBULL

Staff Reporter

THE Black Sash’s role in de-
fending human rights will be as
vital as ever — even after
apartheid is dismantled, says
Mrs Jenny de Tolly, new na-
tional president.

Mrs De Tolly took office re-
cently when her predecessor,
Mrs Mary Burton, stepped
down after having served the
maximum period of four years.

Speaking on the eve of a trip
to the United States to deliver
a paper at a two-day confer-
ence in Boston, Mrs De Tolly
emphasised that “in a post-
apartheid society, as a human
rights monitoring organisation,
we will be as relevant as ever.”

“The legacy of over 300 years
of discrimmination, impover-
ishment and dispossession of
resources and land cannot be
unravelied overnight,” she said.

“Despite the fact that the po-
litical logjam is now breaking
down, the difference between
the haves and the have-nots in
South Africa is the greatest in
the world — this is still very
much the reality in peoples’
lives.

“It would be very nice to be-
lieve we will soon be a country
where human rights are no
longer violated — and if that
happened we’d happily close
down.”

MORE UNDERSTANDING

Mrs De Tolly said that at a
recent national Black Sash con-
ference in Grahamstown con-
siderable time was spent dis-
cussing the dismantling of
apartheid.

“When you have 19 depart-

ments for pensions and 17 de-
partments for education how
do you streamline all that and
channel the money to make it
work?”, she asked.

Other matters that were giv-
en attention were the redress-
ing of injustices and the Sash’s
future alignments and affili-
ations with related organisa-
tions such as the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign (ECC) and the
Federation of South African

ile

Women (Fedsaw) and the de-
tainees support groups.

Another important aspect
discussed was the question: Is
the Black Sash a women's or-
ganisation or an organisation
of women?

“Traditionally we have not
focussed on women specifically
but on the broader rights of the
community and there is quite a
strong thrust in the movement
now to look at issues that spe-
cifically affect women,

“This could give a greater
degree of understanding of how
South African women are dis-
criminated against.

“South African women do
need to discover their own po-
tential, for instance, how does
the land issue affect women be-
cause it is very seldom South
African women have land
rights?”

The Black Sash, which turns
35 this year, has about 2200
members, and runs nine advice
offices in the main centres.

“At first the organisation
dealt mainly with influx con-
trol problems,

“Now that organisations like

the Legal Resources Centre
and the DPSC (Detainees Par-
ents’ Support Committee) offer
a fairly wide range of assis-
tance our advice offices handle
problems relating to old age
and disability pensions, unfair
dismissals among unorganised
labour, unemployment and the
struggle for enough money to
survive,

Mrs De Tolly says Black
Sash workers witness at first
hand the pain apartheid laws
inflict on Black people.

“The Transvaal branch, for
instance, is dealing with com-
munities’ resistance to foreed
incorporation into Bophuthats-
wana, although now that the
homelands are collapsing we
hope this will stop.”

“In Pietermaritzburg the Im-
bali Support Group was formed
after families in Imbali asked
white members to sleep in
their homes overnight as a
form of protection against both
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Role for Sash in

post-apartheid society
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Picture: DION TROMP, The Argus.

Jenny de Tolly ... a witness of pain

attackers and the police.”

“In Natal, where the level of
violence is very worrying we
are monitoring funerals and at-
tending vigils every weekend.

SEEK ROOT CAUSE

Mrs De Tolly said the
churches were attempting to
play the role of facilitators in
the Natal conflict.

“We see our role as monitors.
Peace initiatives can only
come from the warring fae-
tions,” said Mrs De Tolly.

To the critcism from some
quarters that while Black Sash
pickets are commendable, they
are also “one-eyed” in lashing
out only at the government and

not at violence in the commau-
nity, Mrs De Tolly said the or-
ganisation’s focus had been “to
get at the root cause of the vio-
lence — the unjust laws that
cause the violence”,

Mrs De Tolly said the Black
Sash condemned every form of
violenece.

“And necklacing, which after

all is the ocutward expression of
intense frustration and very
real grievances, has done more
to harm the liberation move-
ment than anything else.”

Historically Black Sash
members have heen house-
wives and retired women who
volunteered their time,

_ “This is now changing. Dur-
ing the political uprising in
1985 we had a tremendous in-
crease in membership, particy-
larly younger, working, wom-
en”

At home Mrs de Tolly is
mother of a son and daughter,
both students at UCT, and a
“lapsed” architect.

She is the wife of Cape Town
city planner, Mr Peter de Tol-
ly, also an architect, and has
been a passionate Black Sasher
since 1981.

“In 1969, when we left (to live
in Canada) this country was in-
credibly repressive and like
most English-speaking whites I
felt irrelevant and frustrated.”




'Nats’ dismal Téco

The Black Sash is an organisation

born 36 years ago out of protest
against this Government's destruc-
tive and retrogressive constitutional
engineering — the removal of the
coloured people from the common
voters’ roll,

Those Black Sash pioneers were
well aware of how this de-democra-
tising process would pave the way
for the Nationalist regime to en-
force an ideology repugnant to
more than 90 percent of its citizens.

The Nationalists' reign of racial
oppression has continued almost un-
abated for more than 40 years and,
while recognising and commending
the important changes President
F W de Klerk has introduced and
the ‘process of negotiation upon
which he has embarked, South Afri-
cans- perhaps need to he reminded
of his party’s dismal track record.

Spying allegations

We welcome the decision to in-
vestigate the Johannesburg City
Council spy allegations and though
obviously pleased with it and other
investigations which are exposing
the manner in which South African
citizens’ lives were being monitored
by secret bureaux and the like, we
are amazed at the manner in which
all those in Government and many
of its supporters are feigning sur-
prise and disbelief at the existence
of such organisations and activities,

It was not surprising for the
Black Sash to discover that it was
heing monitored by the Johannes
burg City Couneil. It, and many
other organisations, were well
aware of the State Security System
which ran parallel to all forms of
Government for many years. This

7 n

remains

LAURA POLLECUTT, vice-
chairman of the Transvaal re-
gion of the Black Sash, writes
that the National Party must

bear responsibility for its past.
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was refused on grounds that gecuri-
ty was a highly secretive issue. Mr
Leon, however, did not accept this
?nd sought legal opinion on the mat-
&r.

Race superiority

system, which Mr de Klerk last
year ordered to be dismantled, was
structured to ensure spying could be
done on all levels, ‘

Consisting of about 20 tiers, there
was one tier which defined its area
of operation as that of the local mu-
nicipality, Apart from paid inform-
ers, we have no doubt there were
others who were encouraged to spy
in “the interests of State security”.

Close examination of the method
of operation of the State Security
System reveals it would seem to
have relied on co-opting civilians
into structures such as Joint Man-
agement Centres, Local Manage-
ment Centres and Community Liai-
son Forums.

Sowing seeds of hatred and dis-
trust through propaganda at all
levels (wives of Johannesburg City
Councillors were invited to a securi-
ty briefing at which a policewoman
lectured and videos of township vio-
lence were screened, for example)
the then militarised State en-
couraged and possibly we suspect
applauded the actions of individuals
who would do their dirty work for
them.

In fact, the whole State Security
System smacked of McCarthyism at
its worst.

In November 1987 the then PFP
Councillor Mr Tony Leon attempted
to get the National Security Man-
agement System debated in the
Johannesburg council. The debate

!

"z

Finally, after a long battle, a de-
bate did take place in April 1988.
Not much more was revealed and
the council’s answer to Mr Leon’s
protestations to the system were
counteracted with the argument
that it was an alternative to Marx-
ism.

Mr Leon says the opposition knew
the budget for security was high,
but could not get access to the
breakdown.

A minority regime intent on pres-
erving the Superiority of one race
above all others could not and can-
not contribute to an open and free
society. The reporting of contraven-
tions of the Group Areas Act is an
excellent example of how this State
is not only epcouraging the spying
on and reporting of neighbours but
actually endorsing it.

Once again we in the Black Sash
applaud the different moves Presi-
dent de Klerk’s Government are ini-
tiating in the interests of a demili-
tarised and open society.

However, if we sound a little cyn-
ical, it is because we remember it is
these very same people who are
wringing their hands in horror right
now and cailing for inquiries left
right and centre, who implemented
National Party policy for 40 years
and collaborated on every level to
maintain the status quo.

Their supporters generaily must
also carry some of this collective
responsibility.
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THE Johannesburg Civic
Centre became a hive of
conflict  yesterday as
counciilors threw insults
at each other and pick-
eters protested against the
recently  exposed  city
council spy ring.

About 30 members of
the Black Sash gathered
outside the building at
1pm to greet councillors
arriving for the council
meeting  with  placards
reading: **We didn't elect
you lo spy on us,’”
“*Rates are for roads, not

for spying™* and *‘Venter
ntust resign,””

Some councillors
drove past expressionless,
while others shouted oumt
their support for the pick-
el.

Inside the council
chamber, two members of
Idasa unfurled posters
reading **What are you
afraid of?*'

They were immediate-
ly ushered out of the
chamber by security offi-
cials, but an argument
ensued outside over

whether  they  could
remain in the chamber
without the posters. The
two were let back in.
Minutes later, another
argument arose between a
Black Sash member and
security officials over
whether the pgroup of
women could come into
the chamber. They were
also allowed in after
giving assurance they
would behave in an
“‘orderly’ *manner,
Representatives of the
Five Frcedoms Forum

distributed an open letter
amohg the media in the
chamber, reading: *'We,
the Five Freedoms Forum
express our strongest dis-
approval and anger at the
City Council’s sceret in-
vestigations _into our .af;

fairs."’, @ ”L
“We hand 2
explanation of  why

ralepayers’ money was
misused in this way and

“why we were singled ount

for investigation,'’ the let-
ter read.
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BLOEMFOM {TEIN — The degree of violence
that had spt read to the rural areas was a vio-
lence caus ed by the frustration of poverty
and woem ployment, Professor Francis Wil-
son of thra department of economics at the
University of Cape Town told the 54th con-
ferenice rof the National Council of Women of
Soutcth A frica in Bloemfontein yesterday.

" The s.heer degree of armed robbery, assault,
rapse, vvife and child-battering and incest were
pa.rt of. the product of an intolerable position.

:35 Sickness in society
i. What was being witnessed at present was the

" degree to which this violence was manifesting it-
"self in the rural areas of South Africa.

. Professor Wilson said one could not peint to
cultural differences in this respect. This was the
visible manifestation of a deep and underlying
sickness in South African society. These were the
realities with which black South Africans were
Jaced, particularly if they were poor.

: Poverty could not be reduced to a single num-
-| ber or statistic. The consequences of the mi-
*| grant labour system also had the effect of impov-
erishing the rural areas. There had not always

been terrible poverty in the rural areas.

The anti-black urbanisation policy had had two
consequences. It had the effect of freezing housing
in the urban areas when the natural popula-
tion growth required more houses. The other,
more serious, consequence was that those who
were pushed off the farms by improved {echnolo-
gy were not allowed into the cities. The only
places they could go to were the reserves, which
were already overpopulated.

Professor Wilson said poverty was not only a
South African problem. However, the rate at
which people were coming on te the labour mar-

ket was greater than that at which jobs were .

being created. This was a new phenomenon in SA.

Since 1975, South Africa had, as a result of pop-
ulation growth, lost its capacity to generate suffi-
cient jobs, =

There was a need for economic growth, but
SA did not have the type of political stability that
the rest of the world required for investment.

Professor Wiison said the new motto should be
“Growth through redistribution”. .

It was a process that required political legiti-
macy. If South Africans were concerned about
poverty, then a necessary condition to deal with it
was a redistribution of political power.— Sapa.

ik

Professor Wilson ... The poor )
must get a real share in South
Africa’s political process.

Women N
Yo e[ q08y 4

South Africans have been told to |
view of the “setbacks and mass
ments” which are inherent in any
the rebuilding of a divided country

Miss Isabel Direko, first womat
ed as principal of a high scho
State, delivered the Bertha Solo
Lecture on “From Fear to Hope
lenge” at the National Council of
al conference in Bloemfontein last

“Let us face the future in a sg
difference,” Miss Direko told the
accept there are differences betw
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BLOEMFONTEIN — A national
survey into informal edueation
and how It van be extended
should be undertaken by the Na-
tional Council of Women of
South Africa, the organisation’s
vice-president, Mrs Daphne
Hansen, told the 54th conference
in Bloemfontein yesterday.

More emphasis should also be
placed on “getting together”
with other race, language and
religious groups to discuss fears
and problems.

Mrs Hansen said race prob-

Professor Wilson .

must get a real share in South| lems should be worked out of

. The poor

people’s thinking so there could

“Get together with ot

be a better understanding.

In the investigation into fnfor-
mal education, information
should be obtained as to where
schools were not used to fll ad-
vantage and NCWSA branches
should become involved in liter-
acy training and the teaching of
practical skills,

Mrs D Hohne of Bloemfontein
said education had been reject-
ed by black and white children.

Simple skills

The quality of education had
becomne a big problem and black
children felt their certificates

Africa’s political process.
| Women

her races, religions’

were not worth much,

Mrs Kllznboth Nol of {Port
Elizabeth said NCWSA shouid
increase its communication
across various groups and con-
tinue with its efforts to train
people for a better life.

There should be an effort to
teach simple skills, even at the
pre-school level. .

Mrs Nel said there was a need
for humility among the whites
in “approaching our friends who
are blacks”,

Shé stressed the importance
of helping people to learn Eng-
lish, because as the various
groups developed in South Afri-
ca they would need some know-{
ledge of the language.

A needs ‘new perception’

Yo el 08y m

South Africans have been told to take a balanced
view of the “setbacks and massive disappoint-
ments” which are inherent in any programme for
the rebuilding of a divided country.

Miss Isabel Direko, first woman to be appoint-
ed as principal of a high school in the Free
State, delivered the Bertha Solomon Memorial
Lecture on “From Fear to Hope: Today’s Chal-
lenge” at the National Council of Women's nation-
al conference in Bloemfontein last night.

“Let us face the future in a spirit of creative
difference,” Miss Direko told the women.“Let us

b1y

er than a difference between groups .. "

What ‘was needed more than ever in South
Africa was a new perception, a new way of look-
ing at problems, relationships and people. South
Africa needed a new force of negotiation which
took heed of one side of the coin while working
earnestly to forge the whole piece.

The ANC, as an element in
cess, had to be sengitive to the
shared the same goals for wh
At the same time its leaders

the negotiating pro-
struggle in which it
ich many had died,
had to work unstint.

ingly at reworking the rhetoric of the past to ad-
}iressing the new issues of reform and white l
ears, .

- More white people needed to ;
Join Educare and there was a
need for more literacy classes|
and other training programmes. ;

The Government had to bel
pressurised for more and better
education, facilities should be
shared and TV education should
be appropriate to the group
which it was directed at.

Mrs Joan Laubscher, also of
Pretoria, said greater efforts
should be made to work with
local authorities, — Sapa.

| accept there are differences between people rath-
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By Winnie Graham .

“Give us this day gur daily
bread” is more than an idle
prayer for the people of Wag-
:| plek.

At this squatter camp on the
edge of Siyathemba, the black-
residential area of Balfour, just
an hour's drive from Johannes-
burg, several families have been
left destitute because their

breadwinner has been jailed for

90 days — for failing to pay site
rent to the local Siyathemba
committee,

One of the women is a grand-
mother, Mrs Jemina Miya. She
was close to tears when she
spoke,

Her son was in jail, she said,
and she had ne money with
which to buy food. She and her
grandchild lived on handouts
from the neighbours,

“We are hungry,” she added.

Her life has never been easy,
but when her 35-year-old son
was home he, at least, had a job
that provided money for their
daily hread.

“He earned R6 a week as a
gardener,” she said through an
interpreter. “It was not much,
but it was something.”

Now her son is in jail: im-
prisoned until June because he
did not have money to pay the
rent for the site on which the
family has built their small
shack.

- Move

There are about 1000 shacks
at Wagplek. Many of the people
there are the “overflow” from
the township where no suitable

accommodation has been made

available in years.

Initially the people built their
shacks on land bordering Siyath-
emba, but in 1987 they were told
by the town committee to move
to the sites where they are now.

It was agreed Wagplek would
be just that: a place to wait until
the town commitiee could make
alternative accommodation
available,

In the meantime, the commit-
.tee agreed to provide minimal
services: waters and refuse and
nightsotl rerfioval. For this the
peopie had to pay R15 a month.

Many squatters in the area,
however, do not have jobs and
cannot afford the rental.

To make matters worse, they
claim the services are inade-
quate; Water is often cut off and
nightsoil has te be buried be-
cause it i not removed.

In January this year several
residents of Wagplek received
Summonses for service charges
and levy arrears from the

Siyathemba town committee.
L On March 28 two residents

S’

agplek: a place

of

£

waiting for handouts

oy " R
jt 32

"+ Mrs Jemina Miya's precarious existence in a shack at Wagplek is in

ieopardy. Her son, who earned R6 o week as o gordener, hos been
jvited for 90 days along with several other breadwinners because
they cannot afford 1o pay the site rent to the lecal autharity thar
controls the squatter camp. @ Picture by Winnia Graham.

were jailed for 90 days for the he owed the Siyathemba com-

non-payment of debt and will he
freed only if the amount owing,
plus costs, is paid in full.

Jailed ”

A spokesman for the Black

Sash, asked to help, said in one :

case they knew the amount
owing was R73 plus costs and in

. another R405.

“*The residents of Wagplek,
howevkr, point out that several
people have been jailed since
the crackdown on non-payment
of rentals. 4

-But, while a number of bread-
winners will be "away” until
June, their families are reluc-
tant to complain ‘because they-
are afraid they will be forced
out of their homes, "

One woman, the mother of

- nine, has to support her family

on R50 a month (the wage she
receives working for a local In-
dian family), '

Her husband, jailed& "becduse

‘_f‘
= ssFortqutely her husban% has
3 - '

mittee money, brought home
R80,16 a week.

A mother of four, whose hus-
band earned R50 a week making
bricks, s also without a bread-
winner.,* v

She gays her husband has been
jailed for the same reaspn.

“We have no money -but my
friend shares her food wigh us,”
she said, ‘

a job.” :

In the meantime, the Siyath-
emba Town Committee has
made a new area availabi Lo
the squatters. N B

Water pipes and sewage fapi-
lities are being laid on but! to
date, there have been no takefs.

A member of the Wagpiek
Committee, Mrs Mavis Mayaiza,
said the sites could be bojight
for R456 or R600 apiece. v

“But there are not many
squaiters who can afforg?io pay
for them,” she added, #

r——— |




As renewed fighting broke -

out in strife-torn Natal yes-
terday, unrest monitoring
roups warned that the prov-
ince’s black townships were

that the police were losing
control.

Democratic Party offices in
Durban and Maritzburg, the
areas hardest hit by the violence

which has left hundreds dead -

_and thousands homeless, report-
ed increased tension yesterday.
The DP MP for Greytown, Mr
Pierre Cronje said: “The percep-
tions are that even the army
cannot save the people and if

this is so we are faced with full-

scale anarchy.”
Upsurge

Monitors said the conflict had
moved from Edendale outside
Maritzburg,  where  police
backed by troops had managed
to contain the conflict, to Mpu-
malanga near Hammarsdale,
the hillsides around Durban and
kwaMakhuta near Amanzimtoti.

A DP spokesman in Maritz-
burg attributed the upsurge in
violence to yesterday’s

stayaway, organised by Cosatu

and the United Democratic
Front, and impatience by thou-
sands of refugees to go back
home.

Unrest monitoring groups es-

on the brink of exploding and - timated the total number of ref-

ugees currently being housed at
churches and community halls
in town centres at about 44 000.

“Every available hall is
packed to capacity,” a DP
spokesman in Durban said.

Mr Richard Fowler, convener
of the Displacee Relief Commit-
tee — a committee of an ad hoc
crisis group of about 30 organi-
sations — said about 14 000 refu-
gees were being given shelter at
10 centres in Maritzburg alone.

An estimated 4000 refugees
have moved into Durban’s cen-
tral business distriet, The Star’s
Own Correspondent reports.

Durban City Police, Durban
Central Residents Association
and the Black Sash estimate
there are about 800 people,
mainly from Umlazi, who have

moved on to the beach front; an-

other 800 at Durban station; 400
at the Ecumenical Centre; 350
have joined the growing band of
street people; 300 in the War-
wick Avenue Triangle; 210 at

b e
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the Expo Centre; 200 at the
. Berea Road station; 200 at the
Centenary Road bus terminus
and another 800 on vacant lots
in the district. . .

Black Sash chairman Mrs
Wendy Annecke said an urgent
appeal had been launched for
cﬁ)thing. food, medicines, blan-
kets, foam rubber mattresses,
soap, towels and napples.

On Sunday night 210 women
and children who escaped from
kwaMakhuta spent the night at
Medwood Gardens, opposite the
Durban City Hall. The women
and children left the township in
minibuses after fighting broke
out at the weekend.

Outburst

The Black Sash and the Cen-
tre for Adult Education at the
University of Natal in Maritz-
burg said the death toll was
much higher on the side of the
Cosatu/UDF/ANC and most ref-

" ugees belonged to that alliance
and not Inkatha.

Chief Buthelezi’'s movement
angrily denied the allegation as
“just another wild outburst of

unsubstantiated claims”.
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Middle gra

There are many straws in the wind
these days and they are all blowing
in different directions. The political

scene Is so confused that it 1s diffi-

cult indeed to discern trends, op-
tions, directions. Yet it is vital to do
so in order to be able to take con-
structive action.

Contrary to all expectations, it -

seems that we now have the ex-
traordinary phenomenon of the
Government and the ANC occupy-
ing the middle ground. They do this
not because they share cornmon he-
liefs or ideologies, but because they
are willing to negotiate an accept-
able future and are showing surpris-
ing flexibility, tolerance and wil-
lingness to compromise.

When Mr Mandela was released,
one nursed the irrational hope that
his history, his ability and his un-
doubted stature would somehow
make it possible for him to over-
come all obstacles, contain his con-
stituency, and be permitted to rise
above it in order to achieve the
miracle of peace, negotiation and an
end to viclence. Obvlously this was
-asking too much of any one man,
but he has certainly tried.

So h.as Mr de Klerk, from where

-
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ANC, Nats both have
ability to compromise

-

JOYCE HARRIS of the Transvaal region of the Black Sash

argues the need for the middle ground in South African

politics to be strengthened to achieve a just society os soon as
possible.

he stands. Both leaders have taken
enormous risks with their consti-
tuencies, the results of which are
demonstrated by the osmosis of the
middle ground towards the peri-
pheries. The PAC appears to be con-
solldating. Violence in Natal Is esca-
lating and spreading to other areas.

The hideous necklace has sur-
faced once again. The security
forces sometimes appear to be out
of control. The right wing is stealing
arms from the Alr Force and

threatning to go for the throat of the

ANC and the National Party is
bleeding. The creatlon of the middle

ground has not been without risks.
These remain and will be aggra-
vated for as long as the middle
ground is unable to consolidate it-
self, control its constituencies, and
show tangible, constructive resuits.
The- fleld in the middle is fertile
— the Government, the ANC, busi-
ness, Cosatu, the UDF, Naectu, the
DP, liberals and their organisations,
Inkatha — all those whe have pro-
fessed a preference for negotiation
and peace,
' Lumping these disparate consti-
tuencies together in the middle
round may require a double take.
hey appear to be odd bedfellows.

But the scenario is very different
from that which has prevailed dur-
ing all the years of National Party
rule and the ideclogy of apartheid,

There has been a very real shift
in the palitical configuration and it
must be recognised.

It may be difficult indeed for all
such parties and organisations to
co-operate. It will probably go en-
tirely against the grain for many of
them. But each has its supporters.
Each has its policles. Each has a
stake in the future of this country,
and each can help to swell the mid-
dle ground and make it prevail,
stopping the leak to the peripheries.

If the process is allowed to re-
verse itself, if the leak is in the
opposite direction and the radical-
ism, or the reaction, or the violence
of the periphery are allowed to

N4

'

spread and permeate the middle
ground, the result can only be an-
archy, bleodshed and disaster.

The middle ground will need to do
more than woo its supporters to
prevent the leak. It will have to deal
firmly with all the chaos being
created on the periphery, It will
have to find a way of handling the"
viclence in Natal and elsewhere, a-
violence which is becoming increas- :
ingly mindless and which feeds upon
itself. Somehow this will have to be
defused and the perpetrators court-
ed with attractive alternatives,

The existence of a strong middle
ground of co-operating constituen-
cies will help, by offering positive,
visible alternatives and hope for an
eventual solution of all the prob-
lems. But It will have to act urgent-
ly and with flrmness and strength,
intervening physically to put a stop
to the horrors that are being perpe-
trated and to exercise control,

None of this is easy. But the alter-
natives are “{oo ghastly to contem-
plate”, Cooing e

The middle ground must win. The
periphery must be controlled and
absorbed, so the contribution to the
middle ground becomes increasing-
ly broad,

Everyone has a part to play to
strengthen the middle ground, and
all of its constituencles must eo-op-
erate so that negotiations can pro-
ceed with the least possible delay
and positive steps can be taken to
stop the rot, quell the appetite for
violence and get on course towards
alfuture acceptable to all our peo-
ple. :

All those constltuencies compris-
ing the middle ground, actually or
potentially, should stop their poli-
ticking and go for the achievement
of a just society for all as peacefully I
as possible. Only then can their var-
lous agendas be brought into play,
to be argued and not fought over.
E;ll}e future of the country demands

s,
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‘Demo recalls —— 7

| | Forum held 2 placard demons ‘
- § tion outside Wxtwatersrand Uni-

L} versity today to commemorate the
{li ;| anniversary of the murder of Dr
| David Webster.

% It is a year ago tomorrow that n
1; Dr Webster was gunned down out-
b gide his home in Troyeville.:

’l The Union of Democratic Uni-
, yersity Staff Associations (Udusa) :
i organised the demonstration and a SR
: commemorative lecture ol “Truth 2
4 and Justice in South- Africa”,
|

1 which will be delivered in the Uni- | '~ )

"4 versity Great Hall tonight by Pro- :

\ fessor Andre du Toit oi the Uni-
| versity of Cape Town. 17, « .
1
L

“We dre demonstratmg against
1 the murder of Dr Webster and th
fact that this crime has never
solved by police, in spite of the
fact that apparently the evndence
has been there and available, * said
Udusa spokesman Mr Ian Moll.-

He said the events of today were
orgamsed a week ago and before
the dramatic paming of Mr Paul

‘de Swardt, 2 former SADF ser- | -
| geant, by SpY Johannesburg City | . 8.30 um‘
3 4| Council Spy handler, Mr Hannes } - '
. ha] Gouws, as tb‘a all ged killer of Dr , At Auto s.(
‘Webster. .. - ﬂ don’t subs!
’}’ H * The academic lecture tonight ' drivers of
. will be followed by music by the } Pf°‘°='°<{h°use
A African Jazz Pioneers, 2 group b | are very 1oW
1Y with which Dr Webster was close- ' Y '
f ‘E‘*‘ Iy associated, as well as’ the per- i og;’. 9;‘;!
thie ”4.3 formance of 2 play,’ «The Coat”. £ \he ghon1
Lo \ much you cansd

RIS A B B i
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eep freedom flame burnin

ey

Thirty-five years ago the Black Sash i A4 B Bl T L
was formed when six women in e " v

Johannesburg’s narthern suburbs
opposed the removal of coloured
peaple from the voters roll. Now the
organisation boasts a steadily grow-
ing membership of more than 2 000,

SHEHNAAZ BULBULIA reports.

Silent women draped in black sashes
standing aleng Jan Smuts Avenue
Johannesburg 1n the early morning, dis-
playing posters crving out against injus-
tice — that's perhaps the best-known way
in which the Black Sash protests agamnst
apartheid '

Few reahse, however, that thts orgamsa-
Lom'’s actwvittes ruk far deeper and its mem- -
bers have assumed a key role 1n exposing *
human rights abuses nationally and interna-
tionally, says founder member Jezn Sipelair
who, along with people such as Elizabeth
McLaren and Helen Newtar-Thompson, found
it pecessary to establish a buman rights-moni-
toring orgamisation in the country,

LN R T RN

o “The Black Sash has done tremendous work o sl 3 ] I = 3
ES ncepion  ha worked o s wnd wl  Coniience for o oy . wemen with block sushes oped sround e, ket S
continue to do so,” Ms Sinelawr MmE ageinst human nght abuses and facing pelice arrest, have become o familar sight n Seuth
: . Africa.

Transvaal regional chawrmap of the Black
Sash and active member for 10 years, Judith _ ‘ ﬁ

Hawarden, described the shifis in the organi-
sation over the years as “giganuic”.

The strides the Black Sash had taken in
exposing human rights abuses was noted by
ANC leader Nelson Mandela on the day of his
release when he commended the Black Sash
for “keeping the flame of freedom alight in the
white community 1 the dark years”.

Ms Hawarden sard: “Since the birth of the
organisation when the coloured people were
removed from the voters roll, we resclved to
play a more determinming role in the future of
South Africa and to protest agawnst any injus-
tices regardless of colour, race or creed af-
fected by it.”

Front-line position

Asked why the Sash had taken a decision not
to affilkate to any orgamsauon. Ms Hawarden
said the crganisation was commutted to expos-
ing all human nights abuses ard would con-
tinue to do s0 even 1n a post-apartheld state.

“At our national conference, we affirmed
that we are a hurnan rights orgamsation — we

]w?n
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Reaching out ... The Black Sash's concern with the erosion of human rights has led o the
establishment of advice offices. Here Letty Lekaba consuls Black Sash adviser Uli Albrecht.

women were affected, she added,

-

T

“Because we are white, we have certamnly
been less harassed We tried to use this space

- - Black Sash members resolved 35 ye.
ny injustice. In one of the first prote
House of Assembly in Cape Town o

ars age to play a role in the future of South Africa
sts, in 1936, a Black Sash member stonds at the

and te protest against a
p s Prime Minister Mr J G Strijdom walks by.

are not interested only in first-generation
rights, that is, the right to vote. We have com-
rutted ourselves to the pursuance of a2 human
rights culture for all and we can enly do so
without being affihiated to any ergamsation ”
With the entrenchment of apartherd m all
spheres of life, the Sash shfted its low-profile
stance to assume a’ front-live position in ex-
posing all aspects of apartheid, from deten-
tions and forced removals to education, wark-
ers’ rights and the housing shortage, she said.
Ms Hawarden attributed ths shift partly to
the United Demoeratic Front's formation in
the eariy '80s, and the subsequent banning of
organisations and increased State repression.
Being a predominantly wiute orgamsation,
it was not as hard-hit by repression as were
extra-parliamentary black organisations. This
space afforded the organisation access to re-
search and enable it to expose those suffering

under apartheid laws, Ms Hawarden said.
\ A

to expose repression. We were forced to get
into the front-line to face the police with their
teargas and whips We did this because we had
to respond to events 1 the country "

And keeping up with trends i the country
is sti)] very much a part of Sash strategy.

Ms Hawarden said the organisation’s mayor
focus for the corming year was the dismantling
of aparthend, and the issue of land and 1its re-
distribution

The organtsation’'s membership still consist-
ed mainly of white Enghsh-spealung women.

“We have a number of black women and
even men, bui because of the Group Areas Act

we’ve found it was practically easier to work -

in the white commumtes. The Black Sash be-
lieves its role 15 to inform and educate whites
about the lives of biacks in tiis country.”

. The Black Sash was not a ferninist organisa-
tion but 1p all of 1ts work 1t addressed how

A sigmfrcant change 1 the membership of
the Sash from s early years had been the
influx of younger working women It had re-
cruted members from all over the country.

Ms Hawarden said she beheved that the
reason for the steadily increasing number of
Yyounger women j0ining the orgamsation was
the result of years of hard work 1n addressing
the pohtical problems facing South Afncaas.

The Black Sash's work was not aimed at
helping people to kive more comfortably with
aparthetd but to make them aware of their
rights. There were numerous Sash offices dot-
ted all over South Africa dealing with al] types
of problems, which were exposed nationafly
and internationally, she said.
® Originally known as The Women's Defence
of the Constitution League, the orgamsation
was named Black Sash by the media because
of its logo, which depiets the SA constitution
with a black sash of mourning draped over jt=-
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‘Black Sash has
35th anniversary

ﬂad\ By Shehnaaz Bulbulia zh‘
2 W\_ 40  and Carina le Grange

Anti-apartheid activities formerly labelled “subver-
sive” have today become “kosher”, retired Democrat-
ic Party M P Helen Suzman said yesterday.

Mrs Suzman was speaking at the 35th anniversary
celebration of the Black Sash where she received hon-
orary life membership to a standing ovation and

| prolonged applause.

She is the third non-member of the Black Sash
to receive honorary membership. The others were
.Archbishop Denis Hurley and Dr Beyers Naude.
Speakers at yesterday’s celebration were Mrs Suz-
man, Sheenra Duncan, Joyce Harris, Beauty Mkhize,
-and Dr Naude who proposed the toast — with a cup of
-water (W e was served laterito the background of a
mdrimbarband). Founder miember Jean Sinclair cut
the first slice of the birthday cake.

Many of the 2000 members of the hurnan rights

| organisation as well as delegations of 29 rural com-

munities from as far afield as Driefontein to Qukasie
attended. Recently-released African National Con-
gress prisoner Andrew Mlangeni arrived later and
said a few words, commending the Black Sash. .

- Seriousness

Comimunity : cctivist..Beauty Mkhize, addresses morg than 200 wmom_m“,m@w,..w—wm..‘w.._m.«n#

birthddy celébiations while (from Jéft). founder member Jean Sinclair;: former Progressive
_ Parfy MP Helen Suiman and executive member Judith Hawatden listen atténtively. v -,
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“Scish's 35th
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Mrs Mkhize, widow of community leader Sol
Mkhize, presented the Black Sash with a woven mat
embroidered with the words “Happy Birthday Black
Sash, Long Live Black Sash, Long Live Black Sash”.
She said she was speaking for all the communities
and the “lonely and worried people” who approached
the advice office and who were helped by the organi-
sation.

“I hope the Black Sash will continue to work in
the new South Africa,” she said.

Dr Naude, outlining perspectives of the organisa-
tion, related how, during the time he was still a mem-
ber of the Broederbond in 1958, members had ex-
pressed fear of “the danger of women organising”.
This attested to the seriousness with which the Black
Sash was regarded from the start.

“The power of liberated women, standing up for
the truth, is needed at this stage. What is needed are
women liberated from fear, hatred, prejudice and in-
hibition,” he said. :

Videos and photographs of the organisation were
on display as well as its publications. <
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Sash honoui's/S
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JOHANNESBURG — Former MP' Mrs Helen Suz—
nan wasg, made a: llfe member .of the Black Sash
movement at its 35th" anmversary celebratlon here
On Sunday S . :

1 - Mrs Suzman said she had always con51dered her-
| selt‘ 'a- member of the orgamsatlon and congratulat—
| ed it on its years of service io the oppressed people

. of South: Africa’ when it was cons1dered‘ Lsubver-
. swe” to promote human rlghts

Another guest speaker, ANC talks delegatmn
member Dr Beyers Naude, praised the orgamsatlon,
saying it was a form1dab1e force. — Sapd -} i M
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Mrs Helen § ;man... pald trlbute to th g
iup prowded by the Black Sash

'T"‘i! fid rd

V\g:l‘HOUT the vital "in-

: "formatmn provided by the

Black Sash, very little
: could be done to alleviate

|’ the problems of oppressed

. black ‘péople, said Helen
Suzman1 at the organisa-
tions 35th. bmhday ’
Mrs“f Sitzman, - former
MP for Honghton, was
given Hondrary life mem-
berslnp )( the organisa--
t{b’i}}aﬁﬁ commended for
I}é‘r ffo“rf§ in Parliament
t631 0pro5€"hvmg condi-
tiond® 6f displaced and
Homhelbss Dlack people. -
““Without the statistics
prov1ded 'by.- the Black.
Saslﬁ%:;l
nad’ the sl:rength to fight
those issés in Parllamcnt-
like didiis v
+‘Beingialone voico in
Pa:;hamentzhke I was for
18;ist years,ﬂ?[ certainly
neededilme‘%ack-up pro-*"’
vxcLed,,‘t&y -the orgamsaﬁ

i

tmn ” sht:J said.

1" 'Valuable

By T 4

Valuable mfonnatlond
and statigtics collected by .
. the orgamsatlon was used!
by the Institute of Race - 7
Relatlons, newspapers
and oflier’ orgamsatxons. .
* The . 1mportance of
prov;dmg accurate in

_;'ia‘

By ASHA SINGH

guld not have .

formation ' could“not be
stressed enougﬁia‘nd ‘the
dedication of Biaék Sash
members towards*assem—
blmg statistics and “assist-
ing clients wasf, “invatu-
able. LA "\ :
She }hanked :

Moira ﬁders it y‘
worked éh]ilm E) secﬁ'&l“b
the organisatio

iooked after‘m r&gunp’
children, for=s qg her
interest in pnson “eondi-
tionis and the phght of
pnsoners.

J-'.S

v

.N‘-:M.

| suddenlyw becam Ea
frequent visitorfag Robben
Island and when I foum;l
that prisoners werg not Ja!: .
-~ lowed access fo e
arranged for melnoto ilaye
newspapers. -’ i ,L)‘
. *“The dlfferenﬁm}mi

ki rnade to them Was; rc:atls-
'factlon enoligh, for.m

Yol

she said. ;E: L '
The Black- s ] :” ,
fanned her mteres{ in’
forced removalg of "blacks -
TR
_ from townshlps. (_“
Tt was ‘heartbreaking
' the . way,’ people were
moved around from place
to place, she said.

—mSatlsfié‘d“ .

AR A

;ﬁfd.;{ére’”éth }ack -Sash
piaied’z §m110r}ant role

in hclpu;g peoplc relocate

andfind their feet again,
Mrs .Suzman wished
the Organisation every
success for the future and
encouraged them o con-
‘finuethefr, struggle in the
figh"“for Hijman rights and

q‘ﬂahty for mankind,

Sizman sajd:ishe

.e..,,

gifd with |»her
:"wbrk»dnu: arliament, bt
¢hersione régret was},she
could noizfell mefibers
wh-tiad initially-opposed
her: *‘I told you sot™
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SINCE the beginnmg of 1990
events have moved with aston-
ishing speed and South Africa
finds itself on the brink of a pro-
cess of transformation.

As the Black Sash marks 35
years of existence, we look
forward with hope to the dis-
mantling of apartheid and the
start of the redressing of past
injostice. But we recognise
that this will be achieved only
with great difficulty.

Despite the degree of trust and
understanding which has been
reached between the represen-
tatives of the government and of
the African National Congress,
there will be no easy move away
from conflict and resistance to
the painful task of building 2
pew, morc just, and umted na-
tion.

The structures of apartheid re-
main io place and widespread
violence is shaking the country.
The uncertainty of this transi-
tion period is aggravated by eon-
fiict at many levels: contests for
power and control; attacks based
on racist hostility; intimidation
and revenge; and outright war-
fare between competing forces.

How do we seek to affirm hu-
man rights and condemn their
violation in such circumstances?
Of course we deplore and de-
nounce the right-wing braggarts
and vicious bullies, the mysteri-
ous car accidents and the hor-
rendous events being revealed
by the Harms Commission. the
calls to arms by several different
parties, the bomb™attacks and
the killings (sheotings, stab-
bings, necklacing) amd-all the
torture and unjust imprison-
ment, whether sanctioned by the,

Thirty-five years ago this
week — on May 19 1955 —
the Black Sash was founded
in Johannesburg. Appraising
the work which still needs to
-be done, MARY BURTON,
: past. president, expresses
concern over the growth of

State or in exiled prison camps ™~ violence and the need for an

— as well as the desperate, de-
structive warfare which is laying
waste to Natal.

What to offer
the youth
We aim to record and expose
these things, but what can be
done to bring an end to such
violence and to build respect for
life and trust in the law?, :
The first step is to seek the
causes of the violence.

When people resort to physical

‘urgent response.

attack they have given up hope ot
having an influence by any other .
means on the outcome of events
affecting their lives. This applies
equally to the threatening mili-
tants of the right wing in Welkom
or Pretoria and to the warring
armies in Natal, as well as to the
attacks and counter-attacks on
leaders or members of compet-
ing groups in situations like that
of Crossroads.

They clearly have no belief
that their interests will be
served or protected unless
they impose their demands by
force and demonstrate that
they have the power io do so.

As in all wars, decisions are
made by leaders who send
others into the field of battle.
Leaders depend on the support
they can demonstrate — the
nombers they can muster, the
power they can wield, and there-
fore the apparently good reason
for more followers to join them.
In South Africa this demonstra-
tion of support is a consequence
of the denial of the vote to the
vast majority of the population.

Op-going conflict becomes a
way of life. The young sacrifice
their youth, their education,
their inpnocence. What can
peacetime have to offer them?
They cannot regain the lost years
and there seems no substitute
for the heady excitement of
fighting and danger. This is the
tragedy of the young black gen-
eration but it is also true of those
white yvouths being indoctrinat-
ed and trained to fight to the
death to preserve an ethnic iden-
tity.

Violence feeds on hostility and
fear. The legacy of apartheid is
the mistrust, the fear of less of
privilege, the anger at injustice,
the divisions and mequalities
which have made strangers out
of the citizens of one country.

i
i

“We make
no excuses’
The structural violence
needed to enforce apartheid has
had the effect of desensitising its
victims to snch an extent: that

physical conflict loses its power
to shoek. “Structural vielence” is -
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a contested term but it encom-
passes the actual violence which
has accompanied Pass Law ar-
rests, torture 1n detention, de-
struction of houses and property
during forced removals and
squatter demelitions and violent
actions by employees of the
State against political oppo-
nents. This vielent history is in-
deed structurat and it has had a
blunting effect on sensitivity to
brute force which may be diffi-
cult to measttre but should not
be underestimated.

In addition to all the viclence
for which szch explanations ¢an
be made, there is the seemingly
mindless brutality of crime —
theft angd assault, rape and mur-
der — which arises out of the
socio-economic environment of
thousands of alienated, disaf-
fected, criminalised people.

The Black Sash is sometimes
accused of ignoring acts of vie-
Ience unless these can be laid at
the door of the government or its
suspected agents and support-
ers. We do not deny that we see
our primary task as one of de-
fending the rule of law and pro-
tecting the rights of the public
against incursions by the State.
But neither do we deny that we
have been horrified over the
years by killings of alleged col-
laborators and informers car-
ried out by anti-apartheid
groups.

We do not make excuses for
such actions. We do believe the
most urgent task is to lay the
foundations for peace.

Commitment
comes first

How is this country to be
healed?
_All must share the responsibil-
ity. Causes and nnwuﬁﬁ must be

identified, and the government
(present and future) must as-
sume its task as the ultimate pro-
vider of protection for all. This
means that it is of the utmost
importance that the police and
the army are impartial servants
of the public and are seen to be
50.

The constitution-making pro-
cess must be consultative and
open. Those who see no future
urless they fight for it must be
persuaded that there is a pro-
cess through which their voice
can be heard. The guaranteed
protection of civil rights is es-
sential but so is a real commit-
ment to address the economic
restructuring which must take
place. The state of emergency
and curbs on political activity
must be lifted in order to foster 2,
rapid process of organisation,’
mobilisation and political edu-
cation

The help of those who have
power to affect the outcome of
events must be enlisted. It is in-
evitabie that the actions of the
powerful business sector, the
outside world, the unionised la-
hour force, the religiotls commu-
nities and other groupings with-
in and outside the country will
have an impact There is a risk
that such forees could aggravate
rather than reduce contlict.

It is neither suprising nor
wrong that those who fear the
possibility of one potitical
grouping (for example, the Afri-
ean National Congress) acguir-
ing too much power, should sup-
port its opponents. But when, as
in Natal, lives are being lost and
the fabric of the seciety is being
torn apart, sectarian interests
must take second place to a com-
mon commitment of peace.
Those who have influence must
use it to guide disagreement and

competition 1nto formal chan-
nels and away from armed con-
flict.

Part of the process of healing
is the acknowledgement of past
wrongs. Retribution and revenge
are not conducive to reconstrue-
tion but a new edifice cannot be
built on secrecy and guilt. The
role of 1ndependent commis-
sions is vital 1z openung up to the
light all the evils which have tak-
en place, so that old ghosts can
be laid to rest

Justice and
dedication

Sputh Africa will depend heav-
ily on the eapacity of all its
people to forgive, a capacity
which has often been generously
demonstrated. Knowledge of the
trutk, however, is the precursor
to forgiveness. (It is for this
reason that the prompt acknow}-
edgement by the ANC of 1ts re-
sponstbility for any malpractice
in its detention camps 15 to be
welcome and that its commit-
ment and that of other parties to
continuing openness is a neces-
sary component of future peace.)

Those who are and have been
combatants and victims must be
of primary concern. The c¢oun-
try's resources must be urgently
directed towards a programme
of counsellng, curing, educating
and traiming this battered gen-
eration — those within the coun-
try and tkose who will be return-
ing to it

This will reguire a massive
mobilisation of people and
skills: the task of providing
jobs and training must be a
priority for the business sec-
tor and the government; and
divisions and problems that
bedevil the education system
must be vigorously addressed.

We must deal with poverty and
the need to aequre skills We
must prepare for major change
and help people to accept it. We
in the Black Sash have some of
the abilities which will be
needed. Our advice offices and
our fieldworkers can effer valu-
able services.

Our commitment to human
rights, to justice and to peace
demands that we dedicate our-
selves to this work.
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SA FINDS itself on the brink of a }E

justice,” ~

This will be achieved only with
great difficulty. In spite of the trust
and understanding reacked between
government and the ANC, there will 1
be no easy move away from conflict tack they believe their interests will
and resistance to the task of building  not be protected unless they impose
2 new, more just and united nation, - their demands by force and show
. - The uncertainty of.this transition they have the power to do so.

build respect for life and trust in the
law, the first step is to seek the
causes of violence, -

When people resort to physical at-

£

mapy levels: contests for power and -
control; attacks based on racist hos. N
tility; intimidation and revenge, and .
outright warfare,

- How do we seek to affirm human
rights and condemn their violation in
such circumstances? :
.. We mMES.m the right-wing. brag-

education, their innocence, What can
peacetime have to offer them? This
Is the tragedy of the young black
" generation, but it is also true of white
youths being trained to fight to'pre-
serve an ethnic identity. . - ¢
" & The structural violence needed to

garts and vicious bullies, the horren-  enforce apartheid has so desensitised
dous events being revealed by the  its victims that physical conflict
Harms Commission, the cali to arms  loses its power to shock “Structural

viclence' is a contested term, but it
encompasses the actual violence
.which has accompanied pass law ar-

e

by different parties, the bomb at-
tacks and E_m.umm. and torture and
unjust Eulmo.ﬁmuﬁ as well as the

"% To bring an end to violence and to-

period is aggravated by conflict at™ - Conflict becomes a way of life. The |
young sacrifice their. youth, their

rests, torture in detention, destruc-
tion of houses and property during
forced removals and squatter demo-
litions, and violent actions by em-
ployees of the state against political

. Opponents,

The Black Sash is sometimes ae-
cused of ignoring acts of violence
unless these can be laid at the doar of

-- government or its suspected agents

and muv%o:mwm. ‘We see our primary
task as defending the rule omwmﬂ and
protecting the rights of the public
against incursions by the state. But
we have been horrified over the
years by killings of alleged collabo-
rators and informers by anti-apart-
heid groups.

We do not make excuses for such
actions. We believe the urgent task is
to lay the foundations for peace,

Canses and culprits must be identi-
fied, and government (present and
future) must assume its task as the
M_.aBmﬁo provider of protection for

The constitution-making process .

must be consultative an opei.
Those who see no future unless they
fight for it must be persuaded that
there is a process through .which
their voices can be heard. The guar-
anteed protection of civil rights is
mmmmunmm but 50 is a real commit-
ment to address economic restruc-
turing. :

The state of emergency and curbs
on political activity must be lifted to
foster rapid organisation, mobilisa-
tior and political education, .

Sectarian interests must take
second place to a common commit-
ment to peace, ’ ;

Part of the process of healing is
the acknowledgement of past

. ~——=xrongs. The role of independent

d ¥V 17Z2vmmissions is vital in exposing the
oot s 10 ve A || MUSt share task of healin g the natios i van e
ence, we look forward with hope to | Do , " H{0e 29 s190 S e s - > SA will depend heavily on the ca-
the dismantling of apartheid and the desperate, destructive warfare lay- : How is this country to be healed? . pacity of all its people fo forgive.
start of the redressing of past in-  ing waste to Natal - . "MARY BURTON All must share the responsibility. - Knowledge of the truth, however, is

the precursor to forgiveness.

. Combatants and victims must be
of primary concern. Resources must
be directed towards a programme of
counselling, curing, educating and

training this battered generatiop.

This will require a massive mo-
bilisation of people and skilis:ithe
task of providing jobs and training
must be a priority for the business
sector and government; problems
that bedevil the education system
must be addressed. .

We must deal with poverty andthe
need to acquire skills. We must fre-

"pare for major change and help peo-

ple to accept it We in the Black Sash
have some of the abilities which will
be needed. Qur commitment to hu-
man rights, to justice and to pedee,
demands that we dedicate ourselves
to this work.
O Burton is

past president of the
Black Sash. -
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When apartheid's legacies are removgd, Blg

Sash will switch to the politics of nation building

THIRTY FIVE years
on, after successfully

' fighting the wvoluntary

farm labour system and
influx control laws, the
Black Sash continues
to fight.

An enduring and one
of the effective protest
organisations, Black Sash
was started as an angry
reaction to the Govern-
ment’s plan to remove
coloureds from  the
voters’ roll in 1955.

Five women came to-
to oppose the
move,
snowballed to thousands.
The Black Sash failed to
prevent the end of the
coloured people’s right to
vote, but its campaign
against violations of hu-
man rights continued.

Today the organisation
has eight regions and nine
advice offices coun-
has field
workers in both rural and
urban ‘areas and action

~comm1ttees .that do . re-

search*’and momtor events

.msncle the -country. It

prc%ently has a_group

TRl

Elias Tshabalaia relates his prob!em to ..Iean Beristein at a

and the effort.

By SIZAKELE
KOOMA

in Natal and another one
checking the squatting
ouibreak in urban areas.

**One thing that we oy
hardest to do is to keep
the issue of civil rights
alive through protest and
fighting for morality,”
Jenny de Tolly, Black
Sash national president
said.

Document

Their advice offices,
De Tolly said, had al-
lowed them to have a
window on white suprem-
acy and the appalling
price that blacks pay for
apartheid.

The Black Sash has
played an important role
in  documenting and
making the world aware
of the injustices of apart-
heid. It partly takes credlt
for the scrapping-of the'
voluntary labour system,-

which allowed for ar- -
rested people to give their”

labour voluntarily . on

farms, and the influx con-
trol law. It has also con-
tributed 1o fight against

incorporation into
homelands and forced
removals.

The organisation is
never short of issues to
address.

*‘We are a fairly adap-
table organisation. I wish
a time could come when
our services would no
longer be needed. The
number of people coming
io us never lessens. We
have been changing con-
stantly. Pension advice is
the one issue we are deal-
ing with most presently,”
De Tolly said.

In view of the present
changes on the political
front and others that
might occur in future, De
Tolly said the Black Sash
may be forced to change
its strategies.

Legacies

“For a long

- have been engaged in pro- \
. grammes . cof: res1stance.
When “the ifregularifies |

dre remoyed we will have

to switch to the pnhtics of-

Johannes-

burg Black Sash advice office.
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A farmllar sight in city streets, a Black Sash member carrying a placard which shows how she
feels about discrimination.

nation building.

“It is going 40 take
some time to sort out the
legacies of aparthied.
When it goes the divide
between rich and poor,

for example, will still-

remain. Qur organisation
would therefore have to
look at things like equali-
ty in the economy,’

Yty R

*.she -

said, "
Black Sash, which has
about 20 000 members
nationally, mostly women
and mostly white, has
been attacked by people
on both the left and the
right of the political spec-
trum, It has never been
banned, a fact they con-
sider counter-productive

because, by allowing
them to speak out, they
feel the Government
could claim it gave free-
dom to its critics.

The organisation’s ac-
complishments are due
not to the work of any
particular individual but
to all the women working
as a group. But, among

the women who siand out
in their total commitment
to the campaign against
apartheid are past presi-
dents Jean Sinclair and
Sheena Duncan,

It this year gave for-
mer Houghton MP and
veteran  parliamentarian
Helen Suzman honorary
life membership.
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Dawn Barkhuoizen

The Black Sash and the
Human Rights Commission
have drawn attention to the
increased use of Internal Se-
curity Act detentions since
the lifting of the state of
emergency last month, and
have called again for the
Act’s repéal.

But a Law and Order Ministry
spokesman Captain Peet Both-
ma has denied the Government
is replacing emergency deten-
tions with detentions under the
Internal Security Act. The in-
creased use of the Internal Secu-
rity Act was because of the re-
cent upsurge of violence,

He added: “Planting a bomb
has nothing to do with polittes.
Police will not stand in the way
of peaceful political protest, but
we will not tolerate terrorism.”.

Detentions

The Black Sash and HRC call
was made following the string
of detentions — three Natal In-
dian Congress leaders involved
in an African National Congress
recruitment drive were arrested
in Durban on July 13 and held
under Section 29 of the Internal
Security Act,

A Black Sash statement yes-
terday said: “Government's re-
form policy and the lifting of the
state of emergency have not
stopped detentions in South Afri-
¢a. With the demise of the emer-
gency, security forces are in-
creasingly using Section 29 of
the Internal Security Act.”

“Since the lifting of the state
of emergency, there has been a
dramatic escalation of Section
29 detentions,” an HRC spokes-
man said.

He supplied the following sta-
tistics: ‘

® Eighty-three people are in de-
tention under Section 29 with
two additional detainees under
Section 31. Of the 83, more than
45 were detained following the
lapse of the state of emergency.

® For five months prior to
June 8, 34 people were held
under this Act, HRC records
show. On March 28, 31 people
were being held. By April 18 one
had been added to the list,

@In Natal, where the state of \

emergency still exists, there
have been no detentions in
terms of the regulations, but at
least three people have been ar-
rested under Section 29,

The HRC spokesman said that
of the 83 detainees, nine were
recently detained right-wingers.
The balance were members of
legal left-wing organisations
such as the ANC, the United
Democratic Front, youth con-
gresses and trade unions. The
majority were black people,

Law and Order spokesman
Captain Peet Botma Yesterday
denied that police were replac-
ing the state of emergency with
the Internal Security Act.

“Section 29 is used solely for
investigational purposes. It is
totally unlike the state of emer-
gency. It allows police to inves-
tigate specific aspects. These in-
veg.;igations can be lengthy,” he
said.

Asked to explain the marked
increase in detentions under
Section 29, Captain Botma said
the arrests were directly related
to the present surge of violence
in South Africa, June 1990 saw
the most incidents of unrest
since 1985,

The detentions were not con-
tradictory to current Govern-
ment policy, he said,

Under the state of emergency,

detention was their only option.
]
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The Black Sash and the
Human Rights Commission
have drawn attention to the
increased use of Internal Se-
curity Act detentions since
the lifting of the state of
emergency last month, and
have called again for the
Act’s repeal.

But a Law and Order Ministry

spokesman Captain Peet Both-

ma has denied the Government
is replacing emergency deten-
tions with detentions under the
Internal Security Act. The in-
creased use of the Internal Secu-
rity Act was because of the re-
cent upsurge of vioclence.

He added: “Planting a homb
has nothing to do with politics.
Police will not stand in the way
of peaceful political protest, but
we will not tolerate terrorism.”.

Detentions

The Black Sash and HRC call
was made following the string
of detentions -~ three Natal In-
dian Congress leaders involved
in an African National Congress
recruitment drive were arrested
in Durban on July 13 and held
under Section 29 of the Internal
‘Security Act.

A Black Sash statement yes-
terday said: “Government’s re-
form policy and the lifting of the
state of emergency have not
stopped detentions in South Afri-
ca. With the demise of the emer-
gency, security forces are in-
creasingly using Section 29 of
the Internal Security Act.”

“Since the lifting of the state
of emergency, there has been a
dramatic escalation of Section
29 detentions,” an HRC spokes-
man said.

He supplied the following sta-

O Eighty-three people are in de-
tention under Section 29 with
two additional detainees under
Section 31. Of the 83, more than
45 were detained following the
lapse of the state of emergency,

® For five months prior to
June 8, 34 people were held
under this Act, HRC records
show. On March 28, 31 people
were being held. By April 18 one
had been added to the list.

©In Natal, where the state of
emergency still exists, there
have been no detentions in
terms of the regulations, but at
least three people have been ar-
rested under Section 29,

The HRC spokesman said that
of the 83 detainees, nine were
recently detained right-wingers.
The balance were members of
legal left-wing organisations
such as the ANC, the United
Democratic Front, youth con-
gresses and trade unions. The
majority were black people,

Law and Order spokesman
Captain Peet Botma yesterday
denied that police were replac-
ing the state of emergency with
the Internal Security Act.

“Section 29 is used solely for
investigational purposes. It is
totally unlike the state of emer-
gency. 1t allows police to inves-
tigate specific aspects, These in-
vestigations can be lengthy,” he
said,

Asked to explain the marked
increase in detentions under
Section 29, Captain Botma said

* the arrests were directly related

to the present surge of violence
in South Afriea. June 1990 saw
the most incidents of unrest
since 1985.

The detentions were not con-
tradictory to current Govern-
ment policy, he said.

Under the state of emergency,
detention was their only option. il
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By MATSHUBE" ' "
MFOLOE ..
'FIFTEEN members of ‘the
.Black Sash yestgrddy
- ‘picketed mear the than-
4. mésbufg: Clty HalI
“pmtest agamst detenttons -
d ‘-the'lntemal Secunty '

protest,‘ whw‘ \
abolit’ 20 -minutes called.-:
for -the’ scrapping’: ’?the.-
Intemal Security, Act. and
the xmmedlate releasg ofs
people in detentlon
Sash spokesman Ms
Gill- de Vlieg said" the
Government's -reférm
policy and the lifting of
the State of Emergency
had not stopped deten-
tions in South Africa. .
“With the demise of
the State of Emergency,
! security forces are. .in-
creasingly using Sectmn
29 of the Tnternal Secunty
Act,” she said, \ '
WA

Terms (a3

In terms of the Act,
prisoners, could be held
incommunicado for pur--
poses of mterroganon
5 The orgamsauon.
’ .cIalmed 79 people were '

“being: held. undér’ the th‘-g
: and two under Secmm‘ﬂl
;¢ De Vlleg ‘saida8i -
people ‘were’ bemg held“iq
Bophuthatswiria : u@éw
the emergency regu -j.‘

t tlons
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Mandela

By Esmaré van der
Merwe, -
Political Reporter ~“banning of the ANC and

KwaZulu leader Man-
gosuthu Buthelezi has
challenged ANC depu-
ty president Nelson
Mandela to publicly

state whether-he-

agrees with ANC mili-
tary leader Chris
Hani’s remarks. at the
weekend that the chief
should be isolated.

In a statement yester-
day, Chief Buthelezi,
leader of Inkatha, said
Mr Mandela should also
express himself on al-
leged ANC plans to as-
sassinate Inkatha lead-
ers.

Insurgents

“There is now evidence
that armed ANC cadres
have been sent into this
country to kill senior
members of Inkatha. Re-
cently ANC insurgents al-
leged to be linked {o the
murder of Inkatha sup-
porters were arrested in
Natal and police seized a
large arms cache.

“I now seek a public
response from Dr Mande-
la as to whether he
shares Mr Hani's views
and approves of ANC ac-
tion.

“] ask whether this is
the reward I am getting

for having campaigned
over the years for the un-

the release of their politi-
cal prisoners and for hav-
ing refused to negotiate
with the South African
Government in any way
until the African Nation-
al Congress and others
were also free to do so,”
Chief Buthelezi said.

Mr Hani, chief of staff
of Umkhonto we Sizwe,
told a rally on Sunday
that Chief Buthelezi and
Bophuthatswana presi-
dent Lucas Mangope
should be “isolated”.

He said the South Afri-
can Government was
leaning on these two men
in order to “perpetuate
their delaying tactics”.

Sapa reports that Chief
Buthelezi also claimed
that the ANC/UDF/Cosa-
tu alliance and the South
African Communist party
front were brautalising
people in kwaZulu/Natal
because they were seek-
ing victory through vio-
lence before elections
were held.

Inkatha was being at-f
tacked by those who did
not want it {o be part of a
future democracy.

Chief Buthelezi empha-
sised that he had repea-
tedly appealed to ANC
deputy president, Nelson
Mandela, to take part in
peace talks with him. -+
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An m,_mEma of trust is an essen-
tial ingredient of the negotiating
process, but instead we have a

Government presently enjoying
a crisis of credibility.

This is the resuit of a long history
of covert action, lies which have
subsequently been exposed, and
-more recently the “Namibian Inva-

- Jision” fiasco and nrow the “Red

kil

[

“Peril”.
Deeply involved

The security forces seem to be at

the root of the latter twe incidents,
‘and are also deeply involved in
what. begins to look like a cover-up
= of the CCB activities, but they can-
*:not be held responsible independent-

-1y of the Government.

President de Kierk is widely re-
cognised as a man of honour and in-
tegrity, but he alone cannot fill the

§i f credibility gap and it would seem
:] that he is ill-served by at least some

of those around him.

.. - ‘The bungle over both the “Red

. e M0 o (1O
1N Crisis O

JOYCE HARRIS, of the Transvaal Region of the Black Sash
discusses the honesty of leadership.

Peril” and the “Namibian Invasion”
sows deep douhts in the minds of the

- public, and they are aggravated by

indications of police brutality and
possible police -bias. Lack of infor-
‘mation does not help and the SABC
obeys its master’s voice.

It is not enough for the Govern-
ment to make a simple statement
that the CCB is being “operationally
disbanded”.

The CCB and its membership
needs to be totally exposed and its
deeds admitted. What becomes of
its members should be open to pub-
lie scrutiny. People need to be able
to feel secure that hit squads are no
longer functioning and that they
will no longer be tried and punished,
even to death, without trial and any
apparent accountability..

This is a form of anarchy prac-
tised by Government-contirelled
forces, and it is small wonder that

respect for the Rule of Law and for
human life itself is dwindling.

Never has the ordinary person in
the street felt so insecure as now.
There is no confidence in the law, or
that those responsible for the main-
tenance of law and order and the
security of the State and all the peo-
ple in it are doing their job.

There is a feeling abroad that
they are part of the problem.

There is crime, thuggery, faction
fighting, attacks by whites on
blacks, shack demolitions, a descent
into chaos and Government dis-
counters of responsibility and ap-
portionment of blame do nothing to
rectify the situation.

Certainly the liberation forces
voice threats and there are acts of
violence. No one is suggesting that
the Government’s task is easy. But

--when it has hecome impossible to
- believe anything .anyone says, par-
El o

f credibility

ticularly the Government to which
the public looks for the creation of
peace and security, the country is
threatened with anarchy.

It is difficult to know how the
Government can remedy its credi-
bility crisis, it has become so deeply
ingrained. It seemed to 1ift a litife
when Mr de Klerk made his Febru-
ary speech and when the Govern-
ment and the ANC got together. To
their eredit they are still getting to-
gether and the country should be
full of hope. Instead it is full of fear,

The first thing the Government
should do is to admit its guilt —
‘come clean over the CCB and the
hit squads and not sweep them
under the carpet. It should be seen
to be controlling its security forces,

An incident like a conscientious
objector appearing in court in leg
irons and shackles should be severe-

ly and openly reprimanded. Presj- .
dent de Klerk must be seen to be'in -
- control. Maybe then the mantle of

his credibility will spread to his

Government and some confidence -

«Will be restored to the people. . :."
M. | I
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1o for test- avoided here at almost any cost.”

- s, see all too clearly what has to be
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SEROWE —Mr Anthony Khama one
of Sir Seretse Khama’s twin sons, mar-
ried Miss Margret le Roux in a tradi-
tional ceremony here on Saturday.
A private ceremony was held on Fri-
day in Odi, at the home of the bride-
groom's mother, Lady Ruth Khama,
Botswana Press Agency reports,”s «
. Guests came from all. over Botswa- [
na, South Africa and Mozambique, |88
and ineluded Botswana's President
Quett Masire, the two daughters of the
late President Samora Machel of |\§
Mozambique and notables from the (#
government and civil servwe of i
Botswana. :
The wedding was conducted at the ‘
United Congregational Church of|j
Southern Africa in Serowe, - i
The Afrikaans bride, accompanied [
by her family, arrived in a cream satin |
wedding gown inlaid with pearls, with |3
a matching head dress decorated with [§
ﬂowers, a pearl necklace. and match~ )
mg pearl earrings. - .
“After the ceremony a kgotla (trad;-
tional wedding feast) was held, attend- }i
ed by hundreds. The couple was pre- |}
sented with gifts including a mounted §;
kudu trophy and a lion skin, presents};
from the Bamangwato tribe. — Sapa
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THE under-funding
of homelands by
South Africa has al-
legedly resulted in
authorities waiting
for a pensioner to die
for another applica-

- tion to be considered

so as to create space
in the pension payout
“‘quota”.

A report compiled by
the Black Sash says thou-
sands of Lebowa
pensioners were deprived
of their pensions because
the.Social Pensions Act of

provides that the
% Hand secretary for
i re may determine

Souq-m, {5{10[10

By RUSSEL MOLEFE]|

the number of applica-
tjons to be approved.

The report said the
then secretary for welfare
had stated in 1984 that no
further pension applica-
tions would be approved
because of a shortage of

funds.
The Lebowa secretary

for social welfare, Proles-
sor MM Bopape, con-
firmed that the plight of

pensioners in the -

homeland was due to
financial constraints and a
delay of six months in the
supply of funds by South

Africa.
He said the “‘palicy””

of waiting for a pensioner
to die to make way for an-
other did not apply in his
homeland.

The report said
pensioness in Lebowa and
other homelands were
prejudiced as:

* They do not have an
enforceable right to pern-
sions since this depends
on whether South Africa
allocates sufficient funds
to the homeland;

* They wait for ex-
cessive periods before
they receive social pen-
sions and; P

date of final approval o




Police ‘gmv;enﬁed

o e 2410 q0
aid to dying man’
By Brendan Templeton ‘j_l_E

A Black Sash member yesterday described
how police in Hillbrow last week prevented her
from comforting a fatally wounded man who
was shot minutes before her arrival. :

Witnesses told The Star the suspected car
thief was shot while lying on the ground by a
policeman. They said a medical student was
g;‘egented from giving him first aid before he

ied.

The man was shot outside the Metropolitan
apartments jn Alexandra Road, Hillbrow, at
about 11 pm last Wednesday.

Dorothy Wheeler said a policeman shouted
at her: “Don’t touch him”, when she leant
over the dying man. Blood was pouring from
his mouth and his eyes were glazing over, but
she noticed one hand still moving.

Witnesses told The Star they heard gunshots |
and saw a man running down the street stum-
ble and fall. While he was on the ground,
the policeman shot him from about 10 m.

Ms Wheeler said police made no attempt to
help the man. Another witness said the police-
man turned and walked away after firing the
last shot. He did not check the wounded man's
condition.

Police grabbed The Star’s camera to prevent
pictures being taken and threatened to confis-
cate it. The medical studeni who tried to help
the man was subsequently arrested.

Police liaison officer Captain Eugene Opper-
man urged people who witnessed the incident
or who have any information to contact Ser-
geant Erasmus at Hillbrow police station, (011)
643-4811.




Education crisisic)
is big, says Sash;

THE education crisis in South Africa is so big that any
child who manages to go through school and get 2
matriculation certificate at the end is an elite, says na-

tional vice-presjdent of the Black Sash Mrs Mary
BIJI‘IOII.%&V"DJ“"‘-’ blte{g0

Addressing the annual speech day at Epworth School
in Maritzburg yesterday, Burton said there were thou-
sands of children in South Africa who had no hope of
achieving a matriculation certificate - and whose lives
wouid be permanently affected because of this.

*“The goal of the Freedom Charter, ‘that the doors of
learning shall be oper’, remains for now, ar least, a dis-
tant dream,’* she said,

“Even with the willingness of many to share some
of the benefits of education, there is a long way to go.””
- Sowetan Correspondent. .
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'I‘he Black Sash on Fnday |
Welcomed President FW .
de Klerk's’ mtentlon to,
,Tepeal . the Land - and
&I?ME@S =

- comipétisat] M be made ‘16
-the, . .millioris " of people
Awhose lTives ; had. -been
destroyed thro_ugh the im-
p]ementanon -of  these

made no. mention *‘of
secunty Jaws, pamcularly
the Internal Secumy
Act” Black Sashi s3i :

K “‘Remoyal of laws
‘ whlch al!ow for such ev1l

1 thhout frial Would: have
"beet a real md:catlon of ar
commlttment to 2 South '
Afnca‘ where a B111 of :
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Rural wo

By PEARL MAJOLA

SEX discrimination s
still very much a reality
for women in the rural
areas.

And this prompted the
formation of the Rural
' Women's Movement by
Transvaal women last
year,

The movement was
formed with the heip of
the Transvaal Rural Ac-
tion Committee {Trac), a
subsidiary organisation of
the Black Sash concerned
with helping rural people
faced with forced
removals.

RWM aims to unite
rural women and give
them a platform to share
their problems and work
on solutions together,
while assisting them to
develop skills such as
sewing and trench gar-
dens.

Fighting the problem
alongside these women is
Lydia Kompe of Trac.

Born and bred in the
rural areas herself, the is-
sues and problems facing

LYDIA KOMPE
them are well known to
Kompe,

“My concern for rural
women grew when I
started working for Trac.

T found out that it is
them who are first hit
with fiotices of removals
befoie the men, who
usually wotk far from
home,"’
Kompe.

*“Yet, when decisions
have to be made, women
are not given 2 chance to
contribute to those deci-
sions.

**The men come home
and the Kgotla, the
decision-making  body,

men or

Lo amed 4 A

explained ’

meets to discuss w
needs to be done.
“*Women are excluded
from the Kgotla and are
only called in to explain
what the authorities said.

**The RWM was then
formed to address this
particular issue and then
get women together to
discuss other problems
they face like why they
have to be excluded even
from issues that affect
them directly,”’ she said.

They have succeeded
in getting women into the
Kgotla in some villages
such as  Braklaagte,
Mogopa and Driefontein,
but Kompe maintains
there is still a lot of work
to be done.

*“It has been a struggle
because men still feel
dominant and feel they
will be breaking tradition
if they allow women into
the Kgotla.

“The RWM has the
support of unmarried men
who are aiso not allowed
into the Kgotla because ijt
is assumed they do not

0aNIS0s

n nd the problems
facing married men.

“But they are saying
that as adults they need to
be involved when deci-
sions that are going to af-

fect their lives, are
made,’’ she said.
‘‘Another issue we

want to tackle is the gap
between rural and urban
women.

“Urbanisation has
divided black women and
urban women have access
to facilities which are not
available for rural
WOomenl.

*“This creates a feeling
of inferiority among rural
women. We have tried in
the past to bring the two
groups of women together
on oceasions like Nation-
al Women's Day, but it
has never worked,

*Often the medium of
communication on these
occasions is  English

which leaves rural women'

out because translation is
seen as a waste of time by
urban women,"”” Kompe
said.
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INCE- 1955, ﬂ_m: ‘the National
Party moﬁgammﬁ immorally
i amBocwn the coloured voters from
1. the common voters roll in the
Omvm the Black Sash has constant-
" ly-and consistently registered its
‘protest against all apartheid and

!~ currently umEm removed from the
. statute book.

It is painful but E.Eon:ofm to
uounm.. on what the current situa-
tion in our country might have
been had. our words been heeded.
i However,. we cannot remain silent

m.mcmw on the land Acts.

m.mmm ‘but our-organisation has been

* intimately involved with the Gov- .

- ernment’s whole policy of forced
H.mEo<Ew since they were first

brought to our attention in m,.mmn .

- London in 1959
We organised mass omBuEmam

~  unjust laws, some of which are. _Pass Laws, and all the disruption’;

Aover the Government’s White

- Zm"E.mE we welcome their re-

removals in 1978 and re-issued it a
couple of years later. We published
hooklets. We wrote letters and arti-
cles fo the press.

~ Joyce muz.-m 0w ﬁro Black Sash Houooﬂw the Government’s la

s

S

uwu.m-m.m ‘m-wum:.n—umuﬁum —Emﬁ.—ﬁn on _”-a wm-w.emu?

halt the Government in its deter-
mination to alter the face of South

Africa to suit its selfish policies. It

caused untold suffering which con-

We fought the migrant labour,, tinues to this day.

system, the hostels, the homelands):
policy, the Group Areas Act, the:
inherent in their implementation. ;
We formed Trac — the Trans=j:

-vaal Rural Action Committee —:
as a wing of the Black. Sash, to-

work in. rural -areas with nmcEm

:-threatened with removal or al-
-ready removed and m:.mmﬂum gross

injustices.
Always we made our informa-

.nou .public, and always we made

representation to those in' Govern-

- ment who had the power to re-

verse decisions made on behalf of

millions of people who. had no rep- .
“resentation in Government and.
whose lives and communities were

being mercilessly nmmqo%mn and
uprooted.

But ‘nothing and no one no:E

el

v

°¢.§

v

It might be convenient for the

» Government to refuse any repara-

tions, sheltering behind logistic and

4 CoSt anmnﬁgm, calling on people -
x to let bygones be bygones and

‘make the best of what is now on
" offer. But it-iS-totally _unaceept-
‘> able to all: those millions who have

suffered so grievously,.as it is to
those who have amms aware of their -
suffering. . .

These deeds were perpetrated in

living memory. Many of the people

involved are still trying to.return
to their land. Much of the.land is
stili available. -

The proposed: _mm_mwmaos will m:;.

trench the present pattern of gross-
Iy unjust: and unéqual land distribu-
tion, with the very real possibility

.of a further wave of dispossession,

Hmm&am to yet thousands more join:

- A

arms

-

ing the-seven million already withs
out adequate shelter.

Surely land must be an abso-
lutely fundamental subject for ne-
gotiation? Yet once again we have
the Government deciding on its

-own ﬁ&mﬁ should be done and how

&ﬁ
Can cm no peace. E:mmm

.E@.%

.- Eﬂﬁ?ﬁ«mmmu to be done — in

" every muumnm ‘of life, but’' now, par-

::ticularly with’ Hmmma to land. No

-.one pretends that there-are any

* easy solutions. There .will ;be-prob-

lems.and complicationsand con-
_flicting claims.

But something has to be done
about the dispossessed péople, and
a Government which once found it
quite easy to uproot, dispossess and
remove, should not find it impossi-
-ble to resettle, reimburse and satis-
fy — ﬁwwﬁnﬁmz% if it works il cop-
:junction with Sm .people“con-
omwama (!

& of protest. We issued a map of the
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/THE Black Sash yéster.
“day. slammed a govern-
- ment notice about artifi-

. blicit references to pop-

-ciali;inseminationi?as-
racist and sexist. ;. -
" 'The'Black Sash’s West-

: érn,Cape group said in a

critical’ statement that
the notice, issied’ on
May " 17, contained ex-

—_—

;ulation ‘groups. - -
-~ The 'notice also said
‘regulations would notaf-
fectthe artificial insemi.

“nation“of a person “who

was. not. married” oy

. those, without the writ.

ten-'consent of the
“Spouse’of the person. '

—_— 1
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By GAVINEVANG. | - it
" THE Black Sash will “reclalm” the

steps of the Johmburg City Hall at"

-12:30 today — 29 years after all dem-
-onstrations were bariiied there, - ("
"The last City Hall steps. demonstra- :
tion'saw the Sash holding a silent day

"‘and mght placard protest. agalmt the'
Sabotage Bill, which criminalised a

wide range of protest activities. ‘
-This time; the demonstration-will be
more postive — and several of the

_stalwarts who protmted ‘agamst the

pi'omu]gatlon of apartheid laws will
be there,

z

EWe will mll for homes for all one
* education-for all, one cltlzenshlp i
-ome counry, pol;tml tolerance, polih-

calhonesty, justice for all, just land al-"
location, a just and peaceful society,”
equal rights for woinen and fair and .
impartial broadcastmg *? said Black

Sash representative Gill de Vlieg
The protest will begm at’ 12 30 and
end at2pm, . % i
LT ol -; + : -‘r ™

v i :
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Women form
new allianéé

ex %\"\\q\ Staff Reporter

A WIDE range of organisations — including the
ANC and the Black Sash — have joined forces to set
up the Women's Alliance. '

The formation of the alliance was yesterday an-
nounced at a press conference attended by church
groups, trade unions, the ANC’s Women's League,
fhe Organisation of Lesbian and Gay Activists
(Olga), the Muslim vouth Movement, the South Afri-
can Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU), Rape
Crisis, Azapo and the Black Sash.

Ms Karin Chubb, of the Black Sash, said a cam-
paign would be launched to educate women on their
rights and a women’s charter would be drawn up.

She said negotiations would soon be started for a
new constitution and a bill of rights.

It was essential that women were organised as a
political force to ensure that women’s demands
were not ignored. The future South African govern-
ment would be forced to adopt the United nations
Charter on Women, she said.

The Black Sash, traditionally a human-rights or-
ganisation, would now concentrate on women'’s is-|
sues, she said.
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Wl ‘

embers of .the.’
'.reglon of, {he. Black Sash tq
day braved. the early morning
., Ghill: \a&nd ,oceasional“abusg
Enfm ssmg mdtorlsts to'~
R»- ¥ thg nst swhat the or-'
( escandﬁff, Tie:
,:,vll‘,p 35 onsiblf:, corruptvand
" un;rustworthx,.behavlou ;
’i;he Government?,, c'mf 5
£ Picketers: xgathere at-sevL:
‘eral; places along Jan’ Smuts
Avenue, ,'Wleldm p’lraca‘rds
S which \mcluded “Apartheid

caused,'sancthng” and:,,“Infé; ‘
kath :

—"g

5 okeswomgn said “We
ar not convinced that every-
 thingiis ont,in the. open i

Staft Reporter.' I
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Hy DAWN BARKHUIZEN K

THE women of the Black Sash were sharply
divided by a heated debate on whether violence
was justifled in fighting repression during the
80s, a new hook has disclosed.

British author Kal Spink, in Biack Sash — The
Beginning of ¢ Bri dge in South Africa, says the
dispute, which spanned the decade, resulted in some
members quitting the organisation.

father or questioned the: &a;tott.he pattern of resis-
ls(ilirég v;lthts %Congr&;s of ; tance.!
tudents from whom®: Natlonal president Ma
she took the affidavits. ¢ ‘:‘Burton admitted Blae
Sald Mrz Wentzel: I, Sash members were prob-
never felt the tdea of justl-, ably vulnerable to the
fled defenstve violence' erificism of being blanket-
should be thrown out the ly anti-government “prob-
window, but it was neces- ably because of having

Veteran Black Sash

from
residents. -

The violence issue arose
as black resistance galned
momentum in the late 708,
Prior to that, the Black
Sash had essentlally one

the strong-arm me
used to keep it in place.

of the Black Sash found
themselves confronted
with black-on-black vio-
lence — necklace killings,
murders of black police-
men and their families and
intimidation of individuals
who broke strikes and boy-
cotts, N

Spink writes: “It was a
time when mothers were'
being made to watch while-
their sons were burnt to
death and If they eried they
were enemies of the

ple; households were
orced to send representa-
tives to funerals ‘or else;
eople found breaking the
yeotis were forced to eat
the soap and oil they
brought back to the town-

ships.

“The fact that violence
was Increasing not only by
the state, but by those com-
bating repression gave rise
to the question of how far
such suffering could he
regarded as a justification
for reactive violence.”

The dilemma facing the
Black Sash was:

@ Should it denounce
“the liberatory vielence” of
those who had taken u
arms against aparthetd,

state violence?

» @ Or should whites from
their comfortable vantage
points in the suburbs
refrain from standing in

gling to survive and driven
to violence by a violent and

Mrs Wentzel says in the
held was so evil ... but

somewhere there was the
idea that to be critical was

member Jill Wentzel “melted
away” from the Sash. She led the lobby which demanded . do this
86 oeganlsation publiely condernn violence whether it be ,, ¥auk to do this.
e state or township g . -

enemy — aparthel f'ha.ml‘

But suddenly the women

Forced -

Evil © "

just as they condemned’

sary to put down bound-

R
W

o e r«p v f‘ .
S Influx

PRI ARALLG - at that time of members of
’ : o “-the Congress of Demo-
" crats, They wére the kind

R Sof people who would be
+ threatened by the possibil-
ty of gradual, plecemeal
evolutionary = change
. because that would not
#hring about :the  soclalist

: millenium.” Yo

Joyee Hartls, another

s long-standing Black Sastr)

i member, was clear about
. her position: “Lawlessn
“remains lawlessness,
whomever It is committed

.. by, for -whatever reason
* and no matter how undet:

It was a
time. whep

»l&i‘. She felt if the Black Sash
mothers *-

. IFapplled judgments in one
<vared gnd not another It

* . . risked turning into an ac-

were belng ', + geptable wing of the strug-
, gle to overthrow the gov-
: made to ‘ernment by violent means.

watch while
their sons
were burnt
to death'and

if they cried. o sl dosml
they were . violence not secing the

v ... horror and fear caused by
enemies Of ;7. the state,’ she sald.
the people’. te netaog bt for &
: o the necklacings but for a
p p ** policeman to be attacked
e | was, for those of us dedging
ki . the bullets, very often a
not to be supportive, the ease of self defénce.”
idea that the violence used * Another view came
to enforce the boycot!s was . from Margaret Nash.,
excusable becase of the,” Shesaid: “I hate the vio-
violence of apartheld” % lence of headhunting and

Vulnerable -

Port Etizabeth Black
Sash member Judy
Chalmers, however, said
the debate wag largely
academle,

“Some of those making

rds standable It might be *

been in opposition te the

arles. Nobody seemed fo government, for so many,

. ' years", o
_© By 1989, however, "when
. . everything was so turbu--
“There had been an lent mnd people were £0
influx Into the Black Sash clearly not on the side of

. the authorities,” said Mrs
» Burton, “there was a lack
of courage in speaking out,

* pattly because everything

wag so confused and people
. did not know who the good
guys or bad guys were. }

.think we have come

through that and have the
;fgll.lrage to say what we
n "

Iill Wentzel
during a
protast

in 1981:
‘Somewhere
there was
the idea
that to be
critical was
ot tcrvt ibe
supportive,
the idea that
the vislence
used to
enforce the
boycotts was
excusable
hecause of
the viclence
of apartheid’

T e -

judgment on people strug- *

intransigent government?

book: “You had to make.
allowances becatise apart-.

. Mrs Wen recalled
* telephoning a Black Sash
. member about a youth who
.. was hacked to death.when
he and hig father were
“sent for from- g, funeral

DE R PR

m%l'k
1 "The woman ot the other
end of the line sald, yes, she
knew all about it and was
collecting affidavits -
about the subsequent
action by the police,
But she never, it seemed,
interviewed the youth’s

» shrink from It, but see It as
part of the pathology of a
" Soclety that has for nearly
"350 years been defortned -
by white supremacy and

wihe power that flows from
«, the ] of &4 gun,* "
»+' I hate even rhore the

< Institutionalised’ wiolence
*of a so-called Christian
government that has bru-
- talised, dehumanised and
- manipulated black thﬂ:eo le
to the point where d
of headhunting becomes
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The Black Sash calls for clarity on political prisoners

Amnesty or tfave

St 2120100 T

HE Black Sash calls upon the
the Government to make em-
phatically clear its policy on the
release of political prisoners.
Among those released since the
Pretoria Minute are people from

the Left and the Right and people’

who in no circumstances could be
regarded as political (eg Le Grange

! and Van der Merwe).

Many political prisoners whose
cases would have appeared to have
been clearly of a political nature
have applied for indemnity and yet
have been refused. Some of these
have been released on parole while
many still languish in jail.

Despite comprehensive defini-
tions of what constitutes a politi-
cal crime (Government Gazette
November 7 1990) the nature of
the erime does not seem to influ-
ence the release process. Some
people convicted of necklacing
have been released while others
are still in jail; some MK mem-
bers involved in incidenis where
civiliang died have been released

while others have not; some politi-
cal trials have been suspended
while others continue. -
Though the negotiations between
the Government and the ANC on
the release process have been up-
front and documented, it is not
clear if these agreements are appii-
cable to other political parties.
Have, for example, any right-wing
groups come to arrangements with
the Government? Have the right-
wingers who have been released
been through the process of apply-
ing for indemnity and has this been

granted or were they released uni- .

laterally? ‘
the November 7 Government Ga-
zette applicable across the board
and should it not be adhered to
stringently? i

Aggravating an already confus-
ing situation are the general am-
nesties that have been declared
since last December and though
these might have assisted in the
release of a number of first of-

.~

kL]

sty?
. fenders they Have not helped many
_ genuine political prisoners who do
not fall into these categores.
“These amnesties have served to
create anger and frustration for a
,large percentage of the prison pop-
ulation, while the lack of prepara-
tion for the release of thousands of
. common law prisoners has resulted
in enormous problems for the pris-
oners themselves, their families
and soctety. Moreover, they have
undermined the justice system and
the idea that criminals have a debt
to Sﬂciety. L +
»%To resolve the conflict surround-

- 7. .} .ing political prisoners and to pre-
Is the cut-off date as given in A : 3

vent manipulation of the process of
the release of political prisoners by
groups who are not committed to
the process of negotiation and a
“new South Africa”, the Govern-
ment needs to urgently clarify
_ many of these issnes, - - -~
® This article was*written by
Laura Pollecutt for the Trans-
~vaal regional council of the
Black Sash.0

—




I Black Sash@
| show? VI
E&m& II;I RENS

BLACK Sash members are
set for a confrontation with
Bophuthatswana police
when the organisation
stages a protesi in Mafi-
keng tomorrow,

The protest is aimed at
highlighting the banning of
the Black Sash in Bophu-
thatswana and drawing at-
tention to what organiser
Suzanne Nossel calls “gen-
eral repression” there. -

While there had been im-
provements in free politi-
cal expression in SA, Bo-
phuthatswana remained
repressive, Nossel said.

She said 25 Sash mem-
bers joined by supporters of
the Transvaal Rural Action
Committee (Trac), banned
with the Black Sash in 1988,
would stage the protest.

A Bophuthatswana gov-
ernment spokesman said
that in terms of the Internal
Security Act promulgated
earlier this year, permis-
sion for gatherings had to
be obtained from the Law
4 and Order Minister.

The office of Law and
Order Minister Amon
Fegoe gaid it was unaware
of any such application
from the Black Sash, and
any gathering would there-
fore be illegal.
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- spokesman said they would Ap-

4+ thise arrested’

t
o

)
i
i

picketers

Staff Repo‘riéirw\\ (b\c\\ z

The Black Sash broug\ﬂ;‘an ur:
gent interdict against the Bo:
phuthatswana. police last night
to gain access to members who
were detained afterpicketing
in Mmabatho on Saturday, v§ |
. Sash spokesman* Barbdra
Klugman said last night a mag-
istrate, a State prosecutor_and
the organisation’s lawyer:jad
convened on*Saturday night for
a bail application  buf the fin-
vestigating officer, a {aptain
Hlakanya, did'not arrive, -4. 1

The 1t -Black Sash m’em‘p,‘ers
and four ‘foreign obseryers
were remanded ih eustody, be-
cause the bail application
could not be heard without;the
officer, %1% g ‘;;slf}f 3

A Bophuthatswana-:police
pear in courf today; hutie:
clined to say-how many’people
would appedr omhat,t ey

(ORI S

was confidential, he'saitl . i . | -

would be charged Wwith, T} lz a

A Black Sash lawyer-passe

of o

Captain Hlakanya'on‘an Mma; §.

batho road yesterday.and.gave [..

_chase, Ms Klugman' 'v&id; He

forced the officer pef the road-|

- and demanded accesst6 his elfy

1" eefitClaptain Hlakarya-said he.

decidé. when. ta

‘Ms Klugman said the Blac

Sash, which-is~banned in Bol.}
phuthatswana, had been tpld [*.

earlier that its members Bad,
been charged with creating a!
public disturbance, promoting:
a banned -organisation And;
holding an illegal gathering. 1+

" @ The Black Sash will protest

by holding a picket along *Jam|

Smuts Avenue this mornings.
Livs unlB
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- Tuesday October 8 1991 3

The Bophuthatswana govesn#
ment yesterday refused a i

application for 16 people de-
tained in Mmabatho on Satur-
day during a demonstration gr. 4

ganised by the Black Sash. T v}

Black Sash spokesperson Har-
bara Klugman said the Bofs
phuthatswana governmendd
wanted to keep the detainees, i,/
custody until October 14 for fur- J
ther investigation. ™" ST

Three German citizens, Kbt
ter Muller, Heinz Kusherer'andi]

-Adelheid Kistner, and US cltis<]

zens Lauri Adams and Chris
Benner were among those deny
tained on Saturday. 7 lLuh
- The group was arrested:on-
charges of creating a public dis-.
turbance, attending an"i}legp;l
gathering and furthering $he.
aims of the Black Sash, whici jg
banned in Bophuthatswana: '3 «
The German and US embasrs,
sies, which do not recognise the ;]
homeland, yesterday officiallyy
placed responsibility for théir

detained citizens in the handswof;1 !

the SA Government. onRa

Embassy spokesmen eqnzl

demned the arrests and dev
manded the detainees’ immegis,

ate releagse. The US Embasgy-¢

declared it was appalled by thee.

standers” who, according ie-
their information, did nothing f&
deservearrest. - ¢ Il &

“We hold the South Africams
Government responsible fprio
this, as we consider Bophuthe—-4
tswana to be part of South Aftir .
ca,” Barry Walkley of the US;
Embassy said. P

the former homeland”. ot G

arrest of “two (American) hys.l

A picket organised by theil .

F:

Black Sash was held outside the:-} .
University of the Witwatersna| -
rand yesterday to protest.l.
against the detentions and “theses
failure of President de Klerk i} .
insist on an end to repression-if: 7|

catman
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Bop frees

Sash'
icketer

S!t)aff Repnrtersoq lolq]

The Black Sash members ‘
and foreign ohservers
held in custody at Mma-
batho in Bophuthatswana ;
| _since Saturddy were !

‘leased yesterday, & S&%h

spokesman said. = ° *V

Transvaal regional
chairman Barbara Klug-
man said the 11 Sash
members who held a 20-
minute picket demon-
stration on Saturday, |-
morning had been
charged with staging an
illegal gathering and had
paid R200 admission-of-
guilt fines, .

Four overseas observ- | .
ers — whose arrest |-
raised the ire of the Unit-
ed States and German
embassies in Pretoria — -
were yesterday released,
without being charged,
along with a Mafikeng
Anti-Repression Forum
member,

On Monday, the State
had indicated it would’
apply to have all 16 held
in custody until October
14 pending further inves- .
tigations, s

“
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better deal frg;
on October 22,

tion to nginorjﬁes and Vaatz

ed and thejr

Minorities take Barmine'to couyrt
THE attorney campaigning on behalf of.

ﬁ;:g’ 4 );ﬁﬁm:f optg:ation fort:
m former owner Rand

Mines is to take the mining house ‘0@ Vaatz said it was vital for minorities to
Windhoek lawyer Andreas Vaatz

yesterday minorities wonld seek a court

rulingintexmxoitheCompaniaActasto

whether minority shareholders had been

prejudiced by the dea] i which Impala

Platinum (Implat) tT:k over i

Section 252 of the Aet ord
said he conld
y visualise 3 better case in which the
court could compel majority sharehoiders

to buy back minorities’ shares,
the carrent arrangement, which
shareholders have to ratify on October 18,
minority sharehoiders’ interests are dilug-
thei will be worth a smaj; incompetence in

[ MATTHEW cunmin ]
fraction of the price when Rand Mines took
over Barmine from Loucag Pouronlis,

ote against the scherne at the meeting, ag
those who did not could not expeet any
redress if a court ruled in their favour.

Minorities have aiso questioned whether
Rand Mines kept them adequately in-
formed of all relevant aspects of Bar-
mine's Crocodile River mipe and the com-
pany as a whole. The mine’s new owmer,
Implat, has mothballed the mine indefi-
nitely and shut down the mine’s smelter
and metals refineries, -

In terms of Section 257 of the Act, minor-
ities have said a eonrt should compel dis-
closure or insist on g Probe on whether
Rand Mines was guilty of negligence or

ine Barees i

[0]9]

Vermaas got
life savings

PRETORIA - 2 Pretoria
entrepreneur said he in.
vested his life savipgs with
Albert Vermaag becanse of
the assurance that there
were no risks involved, the
Pretoria Supreme Court
heard yesterday.

GJ van Tonder, of the
company Gerdor Wonings,
said he had invested Rim in
October 1988 — shortly be-
fore Vermaas’s investment
scheme collapsed, .

Van Tonder became in-

in the scheme

through a Sanlam agent,
who told him that he conld
earn 25% interest in an ip-
vestment scheme based o
“back to back short-term
investments” that carried
no risks.

Despite_assurances that

’aswellasthechairmanofthe

e,
L] fr -
Se e miying
oo o the orgem it bt e |
y, Klugman said such action was

The detainees were released i
sions of guilt for attending an illegal gathering, The other
charges were dropped. - i S

The two American and two %E::n foreign observers,

eng Anti-Repression
Forum, Laura Taylor, were }releageq without being
charged_ - .

They were arrested in Mmabatho after 3 human rights
demonstration on Saturday, an charges of creating g
public disturbance, attending ‘an iflegal gathering and

ering the aims of the Black Sash, .

Bophuthatswana President Lucas Mangope zaid de-

buildings by demonstrators in the past.
He added it was a fact that detractors wanted to make
the country ungovernable. —8apa. - -
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‘ ThgéEIﬁ;ckSosh suppotts the enirenchment of a'Bil of.
Righiséinithe new Solith Afiican conslifulion i order fo
gudn’@x_r)le_@ the equal access of alf cltizens to justifiabls
numartights through an Independent Constitutional

*'Cour

o

In-grder for a Bill of Rights to be effective:

@ mechanisms must exist for people o
.. Claimthelr sights
" @ .the process must ensure that a Bill of
1 izRights has legitimacy
- @fthe majority &f people must understand
. ifs provisions . ..
@ it must reflect people’s needs and Interests

Differant.needs and Inferests will often be In contiict.
The-Bif of Rights must not provide unfair protection
of piivilege, but should malntain an equitable

}. balange between private Interests and public good, .

- The. decislon- aver; which rights have “‘priotity during= [ -
the.process of fransformation will form the rib of =
the negotiation process.
ot LN - N "
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The Black Sash gives an update on human rights in Bophuthatswana

One step

smFm South Africa has ini-
tiated a reform process
aimed at negotiating a just future
for all its citizens, Bophutha-
tswana, a creation of apartheid
South Africa, has failed to follow
suit and indeed appears to be
moving in an even more repress-
ive direction in a desperate at-
tempt to stave off inevitable
change.

The much vaunted Bill of
Rights contains a number of
o]. clauses guaranteeing freedom of
.« . speech and assembly. But subse-
+-| quent security legisiation has nyl-
.~lified these and reduced the Bill of

Rights to little more than window

dressing,

The Bophuthatswana Internal
| Security Act gives authorities ex-
:} . tensive powers of detention with-
“-out trial. Numerous allegations of

torture during detention indicate
- that these powers have been li-
berally used and abused.

All political organisations are
required to register as political
parties, but in practice any real
opposition to the ruling Bophutha-
. tswana People’s Democratic
Party (BPD) is effectively si-
lenced. The official opposition
‘party, the Progressive People’s
Party, has been banned and Chief
| Lucas Mangope’s recent re-elec-
-tion to a third presidential term

v

ST D REARY

forward, two memﬁﬁmmvmo—m

was unopposed. Other political or-
ganisations banned outright are
the Black Sash, Transvaal Rural
Action Committee {Trac) and the
Bafokeng Women’s Cluh.

Although officially unbanned,
the ANC has found that al} appli-
cations for permission to hold
meetings have been ignored or re-
fused. Executive members of sey-
eral ANC branches face charges
of holding illegal gatherings.

The Security Clearance Act is
another measure used to silence
and intimidimate political oppo-
nents. The Act gives the presi-
dent of Bophuthatswana the
power to dismiss employees of the
State, parastatal and educational
institutions, if he believes they
constitute a threat to the natiopal

_security or the maintainance of

law and order. Dozens of political
opponents have been gismissed,
including the superircendents of
Bophelong and Thusong hospitals.
Bophuthatswana is also the only
“independent homeland” that de-
ports South African citizens; at
least one prominent academic and
one lawyer have been deported
and declared persona non grata.
Apart from the formal banning
of organisations, labour legisla-
tion in Bophuthatswana prevents
workers from joining unions affi-
liated to Cosatu and Nactu De-

spite this, several large South
African companies operating in
Bophuthatswana have recognised
the rights of employees to join
these unions, an action that has
led to the deportation of several
senior executives.

This was brought into sharp
focus by recent labour unrest and
disputes over the recognition of
the. NUM at Impala Platinum
Mines. The fact that Impala is the
largest employer and taxpayer in
Bophuthatswana may force a re-
examination of labour legislation.

Much of Bophuthatswana’s eco-
nomic prosperity (in comparison
with other homelands) is due to its
platinum resources and the fact
that the price of platinum more
than trebled between 1984 and
1589,

However, the gap between the
rural poor and the urban middle
class and civil servants has wi-
dened considerably. Allegations
are rife of corruption and embez-
zlement of public funds by govern-
ment officials. Millions have been
Squandered on non-productive or
white elephant projects such as a
R250 million power station never
used, an international airport, lay-
ish government buildings, and a
multimillion-rand opera house.

Agricultural parastatal com-
panies run at a loss and seldom

(o)
benefit the Tural poor. On the
other hand, the very successful
Thusano Foundation, a self-help
scheme that provided employ-
ment for .10 000 people in building
and agricultural projects in rural
villages, was closed by Mr Man-
gope in April, allegedly because it
posed a political threat,

Desperately poor and remote
rural communities are also not
free from the pervasive climate of
oppression. This frequently takes
the form of vigilante activity, par-
ticularly in Braklaagte village,
which has resisted incorporation
into Bophuthatswana, Attacks be-
came so intense last December
that 6000 residents fled and

‘sought refuge in Zeerust, where

they remained for six months,

The banning of the Black Sash
and Trac, as well as growing evi-
dence of human rights violations

. such as those described above, lay

behind the decision to stage a
Black Sash picket in Mmabatho in
October. In keeping with Bophu-
thatswana’s  paranoia about
“threats to the State”, 11 Black
Sash members and five observers
were arrested and held in.police
cells for three days. The Sash
members pleaded guilty to a
charge of holding an illegal gath-
ering and were fined and given a
three-year suspended sentence, a]
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 Black Sash to meet e
. The'Black Sash’s. anrivalna- .
* -tional conference will:be
% held; at the- Johannesburg
~.” Collége of Education on Fri:
‘day. March 6 - 7. The confer- -,
ence 'is open the. press sand
...the’ piiblic. The ‘Black Sash
“national president. Jenny. de
“Tolly ‘and former president
- Sheena Duncan will .be. the
* . speakers at a public mieeting
. ‘Which precedes the confer-
“\._ence on Thursday March:5 at -
-, 8 pm, Contact. Gill .de "Vlieg
.~'at’ 834-8372 ‘during office
: 'hoilrsg_fon Pat-Tucker, at 788-
- 5639 after 3 pm for -mjore de-
tails. S s'tf’r\?-,‘;,\;r,(\c\?f

J—




Th |ssues that propélléd
prcetests of BIF?k S

(g -{2|3 11
BLAGK SASH by Kdttiyn Spink (Methueh-RBg;49)
THIS is not a history of the Black Sash. It doesn’t
need to be: the territory has been covéred before.
‘Kathryn Spink-has chosen, instead, to give a
sketchy (very sketchy) background to-the forma-
tion of the organisation and then to focus on issues
— influx control, removals, the controversial

“violence” debate the question of alighments
with other organisations and the Black Sash’s role
as “watchdog™. '

She had done it competently enough in a faint-
ly didactic work with a somewhat skewed per-
spective derived, I felt, from the fact that she
appears o have ooncemratf:d farmore ofheratten-
tion on the orgamsatlon s activities in the Cape
thari anywhete else in the country.

Pat Schwartz




They’ re not about to —-m:m u

HE: challenge of democra-
tising the constitution-
making process shifted the
Black Sash back inte high

gear at its recent national
conference, held in Johannes-
burg.”
“People assume we are
. going to hang up our sashes
* now — that there’s nothing
left to. do. There’s more left
to do ‘than ever,” said presi-
dent Jenny de Tolly.

This percepiion of over-
whelming quantities of work
ahead stems parily from the
demands of political transition
— such as campaigning for a
more accountable and inclu-
sive Codesa, and finding paths
to free and {fair elections. But
a lot of it has to do with the
. 8Sash’s particular glimpse of
. society from its position as a
'~ eombined human rights/social
.«service organisation.

In their advice offices, Sash
. members are conironted daily
35_,:5@3% of people M im-

i

STAr

(3/3/52 .

As South Africa. moves away from apartheid, the Black Sash am:m<m Sm_‘m.m
still plenty of work ahead to ensure the masses have an effective voice in the
’ constitution-making process, reports JO-ANNE COLLINGE.

poverished, driven to the outer '

edge of existence, human evi-
dence of what Mrs de Tolly
calls “an extraordinary col-
lapse of society”.

The conference stressed
that the huge under-class left

:in apartheid’s wake must have .

an effective voice in the con-
.stitution-making process.

Partly to this end, Sash de-
legates resolved to warn Co-
desa to “limit its discussions
to the processes required for
establishing a constituent as-
sembly and refrain from de-
ciding matters which should
-rightfully be decided by the
elected representatives of the
peaple of South Africa”™,

Until a constituent assem-
bly was in place, Codesa

should submit its decisions to

‘a panel
JPprominent -human rights or-
. ganisations ... to ensnre.there
.are no

“drawn .from all

infringements of
human rights principles”.

In addition, the Sash is to
start educating the most pow-
erless sectors of society about
elections. As a sequel to the
booklets, “You and the Pass
Laws” and “You and Your
Pension”, “You and the Vote”
will be soon be in print.

The Sash believes that inde-
pendent monitoring of elee-
tions will be crucial.

The conference cwﬂ_on on
Sash supporters to “monitor
and expose covert policies,
strategies and actions de-
signed to perpetnate minority
control of power and privi-
lege in a post-apartheid South

Africa that will constitutional-
ly be democratic, nonracial
and non-sexist”.

In a statement, the confer-
ence spelt out its perception of
the Government’s “updated
total strategy designed to de-
stabilise and weaken its oppo-
nents”. On the one hand this
involved “orchestrating politi-
cal violence, the assassination
of opposition leaders, the ran-
dom killing of train commut-
ers, and the deepening of divi-
sions in black communities al-
ready under economic and so-
cial stress”.

And on the other, it depend-
ed on economic restructuring
through the privatisation of

services ‘and natural resour- -

ces. This was calculated to
“deprive a future representa-

sashes

tive government of access o
the economic resurces it will
need for a constructive pro-
gramme to increase national
wealth and distribute it more
equitably”, the Sash asserted.

Despite its concern that Co-
desa should become more in-
clusive, the Sash is not seek-
ing representation. As an:or-
.ganisation of fewer than 2 000
‘members. (almost all of. them
white- and middle class), it
hardly met Codesa’s criterion
of “demonstrable support”,
Mrs de Tolly observed.

The Sash has been disturbed
at the virtual exclusion of
women from Codesa. There is
something of an irony in-this.
For, despite being a women's
human rights group in 4 heav-
ily patriarchal society, .the
Sash has never tackled gender
oppression head on. This was
changing, ‘she said. Every so-
«cial problem:it confronted was
now being analysed in ferms
of its Euvmnn on women, 0
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“We must consider those on the.periphery of our sdciety, writes PatiSchwartz

isten to those outside the walls
T < = ¥ 1 I

*® ‘HEN Sheena Duncan, Na- . Sharing in:economic .wealth,” she - ‘fast: indeed to-entrench economic . peinted.out that “the Expropria-
‘1 -¥ ¥ "tional Advice Office coordin.: [osaid L - ‘power in white hands.and economic” .tion Act Amendment Bill seeks to
' -“But pérhaps in the last two. .. power is, in ‘the_end, ‘political -.inerease the costs to & foture gov-
businessrian if the violence and:in- .. “years.we, too, have become so im- U0 i erniment of expropriation ‘of pri-
: : . P sl:think” that-what ‘vate property”..

bate about’a new constitution and we are'seeing are.moves to epsuye” =

*'- investment, she was told that-busi-- - “change’thdt we -have not contin- - -~ that-a future democratically elect-, ' Private property is suddenly

: \ . Sl : : thing important bécause we
:].°ness was little affected hy what  uned to focus properly on those who ~ og government will have no power somethin

*was going on “outside the walls”. " . have been outside the walls in the . -to respond to the demands of its wwqmzﬁwmmﬂ. wwm,ﬂmnwu%«qwo ‘cm,wﬁﬂc_m
. The.response gave Mrs Duncan’. _past and will continue to be outside ~constituency umom__mmmoqm_.mmm@,‘ ' that which we have mﬁwm en from
*|<:the théme for-her opening-address’ - ~-the walls inless -we do something " will have been removed from Par- : ,

i

g .

fi/:to’ the ‘recent. Black Sash national- " to-ensure that political Jontn: and  liament o the ésoteric preserves of. _* Other'people in the past. .-
4

¢

1

An:, L oo SOMM- . power”. . |-
; bi in"South African society ™ s‘miersed in-the large-national de-~ - * She .added: £T-
~Would affect, prospects for-foréign -

. ...; ,., oy, therichin the courfs of taw?  + " e i tol privatise. . astor.
" “We have: always been ‘dware - - What is-being shouted at them from- v, +Mrs:Duncan: made reference to...” /ishing :in"the light of the past. his-
{ -that“the majority of the péople in - “the-large peripheries of the World " welfare .considerations such,as _"tory.of the National Party and its

sigonference. < .. - <o 2w 7 hconstifution makers really listen ito

his. country..are marginalised — . Trade Centre in Kempton Park.” State” pefisions. “The Social Assis-*" fodyus on national socialism and its
‘excluded from decision making and - . The ‘présent Government,- Mrs - - gance - Bill seeks-to remove-the nationalisation of everything it
Ses of government, from  Duncan suggested, “is moving Very  legal right to a pension.” She alsg - - could 14y its hands on” O

-
4
%




L

10 The Star Thursday May 14 1992

NEWS

Ly

By Michael Sparkg \
and Political Stafl

CAPE TOWN — The Black
Sash yesterday called on the
ANC to identify and act
. against members responsi-
ble for the killing of col-
- leagues in ANC camps be-
tween 1976 and 1990.
... It also urged the ANC {o ex-
-pose the truth about alleged
deaths in its camps.

The call was made by Black

Sash national president Jenny
.de Tolly and her predecessor,
" Mary Burton.

They were responding to
.press reports about an alleged
' ;ANC document which names
265 people who died in ANC
:.camps in suicides, executions
_and shooting incidents.

The document, called List of
Deceased Comrades, purports

those killed, their real names,
the causes of their death and

' ‘where they are buried.

to give the travelling names of -

one of earliest .casualties In
times of liberation war.

According to the document
more than 70 guerillas died in
skirmishes with Unita beiween
1987 and 1988.

Among the victims were Ce-
kiso Hoyi, also known as Ronald
Msomi, who was allegedly one
of seven guerillas executed.in

Quibaxi camp, Angola, in 1984 .

Seven other ANC members
were allegedly shot dead in the

eath

STATL_

¥

T
same camp during an “ANC
confrontation” in 1984, and six
others were killed by muti-
neers.

Mrs de Tolly and Mrs Burton
said the rule of law was cne of
the earliest victims in times of
conflict and liberation wars.

“If the allegations are cor-
rect, the ANC cannot escape re-
sponsibility for the actions of its
officers,” they said.

Even if prisoners were con-
victed of espionage and treach-
ery, they had to be treated in
terms of the Geneva Conven-
tion, they added. -

Chris Hani, ANC executive
member and former head of the
organisation’s armed wing, yes-
terday denied any knowledge of
the list. However, Mr Hani said
he was aware that a commis-

sion had been appointed to look -

into the matter.

Asked why the ANC would
leak that kind of decument to
the press, Mr Hani said: “Al-
though the Government is nego-

__tiating, it still regards us not
*only as a political enemy, but

s, ANC urged

some of the old-style people re-
gard us as a real enemy.”

He added: “The Government
is reeling from scandals of cor-
ruption and Kkilling. They are
trying to say it was not only us
who did the killing.”

But Mr Hani peointed out
there were distinct differences
between what happened at the
hands of the security forces and
what happened in ANC camps.

Mr Hani said the ANC had
to defend itself from agents of
the security forces infiltrating
into the organisation.

. But he added: “What is now
being debated by the commis-
sion is the Strategies that were
used, not all of which were cor-
rect.”

Mr Hani said a key differ-
ence was'that from the begin-
ning, ANC president Nelson
Mandela had said the organisa-
tion would fully investigate any
irregularities. The Government,
on the other hand, “has been
trying to cover up what they did
for years, and they are still try
ing to cover it up”.
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THE formation of a National
Women’s Coalition to draw up
a Charter of Women gives women

the opportunity to express their

views and share their ideas ahout
the sort of Society they would like
and, in Particular, how society
should view women, -

The coalition erosses all party‘

political lines, so, for the first
time in South Africa’s history, all
women now have the opportunity
and the responsibility to take time
out to consider thejr needs and
their future, " :

We are living in historie times,
Great changes are taking place in
our society, causing much ques-
tioning, much hardship and many
doubts. If we are to build a- just
and equitable Society, in ‘which
women’s as well as men’s rights
will be advanced, women should
be involved in the process,

The majority of women, that is
African women, suffered more
than any other Eroup under apart;
heid. They were treated as minors
regardiess of age, denjed the secu-
rity of a family life-and often had
to raise children single-handed.

Vast numbers of women wera
relegated to barren rural slums.
They were denied éven the most
basic services let alone access to
educatijon, training and jobs. !

Let us be very clear. Calling for
women'’s rights in South Africa, or
women's emancipation or whatey-
er you like to call it, js not some
sort of foreign aberration. Any
human rights programme which
fails to address women's rights
will have failed to address the in-
Justices of apartheid,

So the setting up of 3 gender
advisory committes by Codesa is
to be welcomed ang those who
pressed for it are to be congratu-
lated.

Yet what is of concern is the
apathy of many women, Is this be-
cause South African women are
content with their present posi-
tion, are unconcerned about hay-
ing a poorer chance of an educa-
tion or a job, at being paid less
than men when they are in work,
and having fewer prospects of
Premotion?

Don’t wormen mind that they

-

© are virtually absent from all the

.tre of Johannesburg in 1855 ang

- but unless they know that the de-

- our daughters to turn on us in the

higher levels of government? Are
South African women satisfied
With caring for children and hus-
bands, with doing "Women’s work”
at home and in employment?

Do their horizons stop at the
boundary fence of their home or
do they dream, as ‘Women else-
where in the world do, of wider
Opportunities for themselves and
thEil‘ daughterS? 3 E;'ti;: b

In the past, South Africa saw
mighty and militant demonstra-
tions . by women: 2000 white
women marched through the cen-

13000 attended a mass meeting to
protest Jdagainst .. ‘government
moves to change the constitution
and disenfrachise coloured volers,

An even 'greater rurhber pf
African women protested against
the extension of the pass' laws to
women and against apartheid. v

During the ’80s, women again
Played an important tole’ in the
struggle against apartheid and re.’
pression. But'it was mostly the
role of “do-er” — the omen'’s
role, rather than that of ecision-
naker, which was ieft tp men,

As in the *50s, few " women
raised demands for thejr own lib-*,
eration, Following the stormy ’'80s,
we have entered a period in which
we can go forward. ;

Parties to Codesa may express
fine sentiments, may claim to be
“non-sexist”, and may even agree
to redress injustices to women,

mands of the few women ip their
ranks have the backing of
women's groups around the coun-
try such agreements wili never be
more than paper agreefients,
Nowhere in the world have
women been handed equality on
a plate; everywhere they have had
te fight for it. South Africa will
be no exception. We do not want

years to come and ask: “Where
were you when the Bill of Rights
and the new Constitution were
being drafted?” g

® Mary Turok represents the
Black Sash Southern Transvaal
Women's Group.
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THE Black Sash in Port
Eifzabeth has spoken out
strongly against the de-
tention of a 14-year-old
youth on charges of pub-
lic violence,

- According to the Sash,
the boy was arrested in
Motherwell on the out-
skirts of the city, and held
in a cell in New Brighton
between' August 25 and
Septembet- 4.

The boy and three
other youths appeared in
the PE Magistrate's
Court on Thursday when
the case wag remanded to
October 7.

The boy alleged that he
was taken in the middle of

the night to identify the '
houses of the_qthgr,lthree

youths, who
picked up.. b L

Earlier, *bail of R300
for the youth was,Wwaived
and the. four’ wete re-
leased into the custody of
thejs parents. .. .

In a statement the Sash
said it was concerned that
children under the age of
15 were being arrested in
this manner and put in
prison cells with older
men.

“We are appalled that
fhe parents of the chil-
dren were not informed
where they were being
taken to and that the
grandmiother of one of the
children spent afl Thurs:
day searching for her

grandson,

were. then, In
S Sash 18 ;
“tion of the youthis to:@ .

' jts. obfection the-
compated the deten-

case of a white:man from !
Despatch who was arrest-
ed armed with'a’.22 rifle .
on a rooftop ‘diiting & re-.
cent ANC march.’, ‘
The man was released
immediately-without aiy -
bail application, ‘
Police said the man was
released on 4 warning.

Police denied the 14- }
yeaz-old was held in a cell |
witg ﬁldeirf inmates anli :
said that if young people:
havé to be detained to®
ensure they appear ifiS
court, such detention 1"
usually in a place of safé~ ~

———— e W A g
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CP warns of b1bl1ca1 wrath

THE CP yesterday vowed to unleash its
own version of the “10 plagues of Egypt” if
its final demands for Afrikaner self-deter-
mination were rejected by negotiators at
the World Trade Cenire this week.

CP spokesman Corné Mulder said the
party would make one last effort to con-
vinee the multiparty talks of the need for a
volkstaat, and if that failed, a programme
of passive resistance would be undertaken.

“When the Pharaoh refused to let the
Israelites go free after Moses asked him a
number of times, Egypt was hit with
plagues. If the negotiators say no to Afri-
kaner self-determination this week, our
case will be sound and we will hit SA with

DIRK VAN EEDEN

ating forum.

Qbservers said that the CP’s hardlme
approach might test its already strained
alliance with the Afrikaner Volksunie in
Cosag and the Afrikaner Volksfront. .

AVU leader Andries Beyers said that
walking out of negotiations was not.on
their agenda and that they would not fol-
low the CP if a confeueral system, fa-
voured by the CP, was no longer an option.

The AVU realised that a confederal sys-
tem was not a realistic solution for SA’s
problems.

The AVU regarded govemmant's pro-

our version of the agues. Maybe sal to incorporate Afrikaner self-deter-
will listen then.” g éﬂ‘ﬁs L i

He szid the final answer on self-detemu
nation would come from the techmical

committee reporting hack to the negotiat-
ing council.
“Afrikaner -determination is the

CP’s bottom line. Once that is no longer an

option for the negotiating forum, there is -
" “front in the hope that Constand Viljoen,

no sense in us staying at the table”

‘The technical committee is expected to
report back to the negotiating council be-
fore Friday’s meeting of the larger negoti-

mination within a federal system as a posi-
tive step and would remain at the
negotiations to advance it. ) P

Beyers added that CP domination in the
Volksiront was becoming a problem and
that the AVU was completely neutralisgd
in all the Volksfront’s political decisions.

The AVU remained part of the Volks-

chairman of its directorate and known to
have closer links with the AVU than ffe
CP, could have a muderating influence.

Black Sash unveils vision for SA’

THE Black Sash unvefled its vision at the
weekend of an SA in which human rights
WEre reco edmlawandr edm
practice, f

It said its vision of SA was one “in which
the government is accountable to all its
people and attends to their basic needs”.

Last year the Black Sash’s western Cape

advice offices in Mowbray and Knysna

recorded 3 858 advice seekeers, a 67% in-
crease over the previous year,
“This increase is a tragic reflection of

the country’s economic state and the desta-

bilising effect of the ongoing violence,” the
Black Sash said. W ’
Its aims were to provide-the constitu-

r Business Day Reporter - l

tional entrenchment and protection by law

of human rights for all, equal access to

justice for all, the estabhshment of demo-

cratic and accountablé government and
+ an awarenessof the roles e?f civil society as

viell ‘as'the state Yin the’ achiévement of
social and economic justice. .

Its immediate goals included monitor-
ing infringements of pelitical and socio-
economic rights, monitoring how the rights
of women were affected and to campaign
for justice in legislation and state admini-
stration. It would also debate and research
human rights. " -
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Black Sash to & |
continue working |

L v W » {
for ._.:humawgll S !
CLIVE SAWYER, Pojitical Cdfteepdnadnt S | 14
THE Black Sash has pledged to continue its human 3
rights work on several fronis.

The organisation, which held its annual meeting
behind cloged doors at the weekend, decided to or-
ganise national campaigns to: . -

@ Work for gender rights, . - - R

® Monitor legislation. o ) .

‘® Encourage the demilitarisation ‘of society.

@ Conduct voter education campaigns for Iocal
government elections.

@ Educate women ahout maintenance rights.

@ Lobby for an end to capital punishment.

- @ Get involved in issues like the Commission for
Truth and Reconciliation, A '

- The group said it would support a gun-free South
Africa campaign and would encourage the govern-
ment to endorse the disarming of people and to
stop exporting weapons., . )

There would be a long-term campaign to con-
vert the arms industry to alternative production.

- 'The group voted to “fully support” the recon-
struction and development programme.

+ It reaffirmed its commitment to its resolution
last year to campaign for a woman’s right to
choose whether to have an abortion. o
*-It called on national health minister Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma and attorneys-géneral to put a mor-
atorium on prosecutions as a preliminary move to
reforming abortion laws.

In a letter to safety and security minister Sidney
Mufamadi, the group called for state support for
Peace Accord structures, -

“We support the demand for a proper, transpar-
ent audit of the financial affairs of the National
Peace Secretariat and recsinmend that control of
budgets for peace work/be devolved to regional
peace committees,” the/Sash said,

Mary Burton was elected president.
]



Sash calls for English|

or Afrikaans g
& Doy

PROVINCIAL government gazettes,
local authority by-laws and other le-
gal documents should not be printed
in Janguages other than English and
_Afrikaans, the Black Sash told the
PWV government yesterday.

“People who are literate only in
their home langiage but not in Eng-
lish or Afrikaans are unlikely to want
to read the official Provineial Ga-
zette,” it said in a submission on pro-
vincial language policy.

Afrikaans translations should be
retained because the language was
widely used in legal documents and
widely spoken in the region, it said.

English had accounted for 42% of
the demand for Black Sash voter edu-
cation materiais before the election,
compared with 13% for Zulu, 9% for
SeSothe and Pedi and - 5% for
Afrikaans. ,

Afrikaans’ continued domination
as a “necessary second language
which our history has bequeathed to
us ... is a fact of life” Atterapts to
exclude Afrikaans could be reas-
sessed in future, but would be “an
unnecessary provocation at this
stage”.

If the PWV government issued reg-
ular newsletters, they should be in
English, “the only language that is
really useful to the majority of liter-
ate persons, given the fact that there
is a .limited amount of money
availqble". :

The submission recommends that

z

ettes
el

[ maArk ASHURST

officidl forms such as those used to
apply for social grants, housing subsi-
dies and documents related to the
provision of services should be avail-

" ‘able in all eleven official languages.

Forms printed in more than one
language were confusing both to the
public and administrative staff.

Government should also honour
the constitutional requirement that
people were entitled to written ex-
planations for administrative deci-
sions in the language they requested,
and staff in provincial public offices
should have the language skills to
reply to inquiries from the public,
verbally and in writing, in the same
language.

“The vast majority of people are
verbally multilingual in several Afri-
can languages (and) newcomers rap-
idly learn other languages for verbal
communication purposes. The spoken
‘township patois’ is a vivid and exact
communication tool.”

Radic was the most important
communication medium for illiterate
people, and government should make
use of community ra@ to publicise
policy. ([

1t was vital that the decisions and
policies of the PWV government be
issued in “very straightforward and
simple words” to enable clear and
accurate translations into other lan-
guages by radio journalists.

r—
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Black Sash might glose Is

A FUNDING crisis could force the Black
Sash to close its nine regional offices and
several hundred community-based advice
offices, former president Sheena Duncan
said yesterday.

Following an annual budget meeting at
the weekend, Sash representatives “reluc-
tantly agreed” the organisation had no
choice but to inform its 45 advice office
staff of a three-month notice of retrench-
ment. If no funds were found by the begin-
ning of next year, they would close their
doors at the end of February.

Duncan said-the Sash’s advice office

ERICA JAN

budget for next year was H44m, but it
could continue its service if between R3m
and R3,5m was raised.

Last year, the nine Sash offices handled
about 41 000 interviews of mainly destitute
people seeking advice on issues such as
pension payments and unfair dismissal.

The Sash appointed a full-time fund-
raiser at the weekend. Duncan said the
organisation had for the past two years
encountered funding problems as overseas
donors believed post-apartheid SA no long-

Lokl mogse o r
1 :rxi‘,_* RN

jonal offices

human rights abuse.

Donors were now redirecting furids to
development projects.

At 3 time when we are getting a human
rights commission and a constitutional
court and for the first time human rights
are being enshrined in the constitution, the
need for advice offices is all the more vital.
1f advice offices disappear, people will not
have access to information to enable them
to enforce these rights.”

The first Black Sash advice office was
established in Cape Town in 1958.

er needed an organisation chh ght

.,

T 5 * el "
Y S, s gasdiedt
\_tl'l.l'"‘-'ﬁ._—uwwj |

i "
LEIERY Ay U TR




A N TP e g W ey v

: MBY JO-ANNE COLLINGE

Black Sash advice offices
countrywide, which asgist
tens of thousands of people
annually, will be foreed tq
close their doors on Febru

28 unless there is a dramatic
turnabout on the funding
front, '

Sash presids ary Bur-
ton made it clear that, al-
though retrenchment notices
would go out to all staff mem.-
bers within weeks, the organi-
sation would continue to fight

e

[N BFA SN

Black Sash aid to

L ke =)

thousands at risk

for the survival of this key as-
pect of its work, -

“I'he annuai budget meet-
ing decided to appoint imme-
diately a full-time co-ordinator
of fund-raising for three
months and to campaign ener-
getically for new sources of
revenue,” she said,

Sheena Dunean, a past pre-
sident of the Sash, said that
during last year the 45 staff.
ers in nine advice offices had
opened 24 000 new cases and
conducted 41 569 face-to-face
interviews with people desper-

ately needing help.

Much of their work involved
eutting through red tape to re-
lieve poverty — helping peo-
ple get the pensions, grants
and wages to which they were
entitled. The apartheid gov-
ernment might be dead, but
the. apartheig bureaucracy
lives on, said Duncan.

“Our task is to persuade
donors that the development
which they aim to promote
will not happen without good
governance, fair administra-
tion and the exercising of eivil
rights.”




*SJUIWYIUBLAT PrEoy-atp)

-SS0.I28 JO 3DT10U HUONL-2I]) € Surnssy
210J3q JJRIS aonge IdApE SY] e s
UOISSRISIP 2JEIPIUI] 01U] 43)US 0) JNY
wondo ou pey uenesjuesio ap sadInos
-aX juasaid s§I yym pres woyng SII
"s19afoid proyyrede-fjue Sur
“JoBq WoJy Leme dA0W 0 pue ammmesd
-014. juamdo[oAd pue uorONASTOd
-of ) YINOIY) AJ00aIp JUSMILIAGS
9y} 3toddns o) suoisgoap Slopun}
4q pasned usaq sey wajqord ayy
“IBad jsef Jof poFpard mooag Peq goH[a
guipuny Lyuupn weadoany pearosox
jou IS ospe sey ysvg Joejg agy,
"sanixoLd Surpuny Jrar) agueyo o)
‘PIVSN Smipnjoui 998png oAy
S11 J0 S1apuny a3 Jo awos Aq suoispap
SMOT[0] JNOMIADUENOUUR S 0JINY SIPY
"9e3s J& 51 ‘smef ssed Sy opdoad Hoeqq
dioy o poyseqeise Lrenymy ‘yiom
-13U 2210 3NAPE oI Jo aImng oy,
‘Aeprajsad pouavm
‘mojIng Al siy ‘yaap1saxd sy ‘syna
aurpuny jo asnesaq £1yunon 21} Ssox0L
S3ILPO AIAPE JUIL WY SIaylom g 31 4
HOUSIIHE 03 IARY LW [ses Hovlg FHY,

Heis jespog
M33YIS Abuva Ag

“Useg
3orlg 03
b| _‘_MWW@OEH.
5D o SPUN

=g 1eonrjod ‘ord ydeaSajeg, oy,
— URIISACE y§ a1) urogy diysraqurom aoj
uonesrrdde uw pajdadxa Y ples £a]00d I
‘suoneu Jurdoraaap gy Ym na
ay} Sunjull £18a1) pie pue 3pel; ag st spyy,
HORUBAU0D SWO'] 3y} 30 diysisguam
enred yaas (s jn I219ys sdunouue 03 Fux
-Tedazd st jusmrunIasog V& a1} ‘sligmueapy
« 2191 J0U ATUTe3123 5T 9] ‘S24NJoNLS N¥egyur
watqoad e §7 axo1) spnjouoa ATUO UEa oy,

‘KAyean awory

ANUSRIN 31 yrm J1eap aiey pnom
am ‘JUNLIM Ut Sunpiue PoAlaoal pey am JT,,
1 moqe Juownyiedsp sig 03 uagIm Aary
PBY I0U lapeui 91Y) pasted pey N 91} aou
431004 I YoUOU pres 0S| jjoizueg Xq

Swarqoxd ou oJom -

813y} sn pjo) Asw,,
-Ie Jnoqe syzodar ssaid 1aye oFe syoam om)

PUE sapnayIp pegay

&indap 5,4a71004 Ipy qIm Pasie: uaaq peq 9] .

JeW oy} pies
‘oopTeN Lep apy Jo aargo 9Y] uf JeIeuas-10]
-3311p findap a1y ‘Joreueg 9IuIayg I ng
. SOON Yim sjur owos JFuiurejuiewm ANya
JUIHUIBA0E a1 )
-Ueys 0} aiqe aq pInom )N a1 ‘s1894 Sunmea
oW U 18l padoy ay pappe Asoog I |
‘%5¢ Aq 9sEaIdUI 0] pajoadxa St Ieak Juau

10} ALY Ynos 10 jedpnq pre no oyl -

‘01101104 JNOGYIM J3)STUIIY 3 -

-

-desIp 31 Jo auou axnsus o)

. .,
Fx) " R “edoag

(I
r .4-

42

@ iy

g4

'

Y
-

g3noxy) fouow altow | CL

i

_18B] PIES JUSUILIAACY

_ L\\//F¥o|l| Dk T G TP —
T ————— i ————— ]

~UDWIUIBA0F-UOU 0} OF [Im WOFYY 3Y) [V,
1A pIes . ‘op [regs as jeq pue
— 51502 [1& 1B pIe 9yj SuIso] pioAe Jsniu M.,
JUIUILIBAGE a1} yZnoay) Pa{[auueyd ag
00} sea 31 ‘Jasomoy
‘PAATOS 8q U0OS pinom
ples o ., \1038UIpI0-00

‘Aapoog

0} WoPPYy a2 Joj agep

Jmajqoxd 2] padoy ay
1BAIS 9Y) aq pInoys ogm
AT9UIBIXD ST )T “JUSIIDA

I9YJOUR Sjuem oym
oY) pue SUly} awo Sjuem
-SIOIW aY3 ‘Aes ‘usemiaq

jou 218 aM 05 [SUUBRLD |[SWIS B paou M.,

‘Pres ay ‘pre

[FUUBLD HE) 84 WOYA gInoy) [elaiyo a18uls
B pUB IojSTuiul SI3UIS B S psan am 1|UM,,

‘Bl prayliede a1} Surnp ofqissod PEET: ]

ABY 840U PINOMA jer) Ae

UBDILY Ynog sy} g3nolyy Jiom oy oay

SEM S[OSSTIg pIes 49{co

"PANSA seA 91 JySIa
UBSLY ginog atyg,
PUE STETIIIJ0 RLI0)21q passed
Aq 4ejesaqirap seyq pre nm ‘aou [up

. .. 4 - ABpIB)SOL pres
.Buvmuﬁ..mozoa anoﬁncumbmumohsuwhu

. SIejSIuIW

BUT)OL 5)1 “JUSWIUISA0S oY

SUOLESIURIIO [BJUAWILIIACE-OU 0] WOT]
“TTU O3 JO IR 30211 Mo pnos A3 ayy,

' UBILIIY InoOg
« UIBID B} uMOp savad T2 8171 JO 1ed [eune
.mnoumﬁnawuo. [

) ySnoxyy aeak syyy 103 pre.
U2 01 5110339 pauopuzqe sy
3, (AW uown uesdoany oy, —. 'STASSNUG
FE o e, 9 : :

R 7 aV
JO

b .
3 o e

0L 9bed — pmosh
[e2 10} 333 sajes sewry @

‘ssoursng Jo Jequiey)
VS 9ul £q no perumd
‘Aoams e o0} _Bujpiodge
‘eale [e1s802 ade) ay) m
pajoadxa juatzascxdum
159H31q 8y WIm ‘uqegy
1e10] 01 A19Y1] o1u 83leg

3p1RD 01 YnoatyIp
03 mau ayy gum,,

q)[edy JO Jajsturm
oYM Saisnoy 3o 193

‘Ieak 15€]

Syetase o) Suney | o 12Uy wot[[iq gy
2q 03 pajaadxe ale sefes

Juaurdojaaap Ino SEUnSLIY) 1ng — 1990190

Ul BJUSPYUOD SSAUISN(
P3ajusp sajel jsarsjul
U1 axl] Iayjoue Jo siesy
PUB uWOLRRUI HNISTH

Po19adXa wooy
S9IPS Sewy

N_TE ~— uy
B ‘J0ISIY, @
&MWMSW wum.___mv&wmmm
‘fenplalpui|ro Ajanyes
{euoneu Lw__ﬁ*.“m.wmwymn
-ur ur jdaaxat-orrgnd
9] 0)-uadoe ag pnom
SSULIRAY jBY) palnu
] SBY HOIIWIE)) UIMPH 0013

- ¢ | -Snr2unoy I ueunyeys

_ - | s.uolsstwmwo) ayg,,
., . "Aepasised uedaq s[eap
. suodessm s.I0dsway

0jur Linbur jo uors
“SlWwo) uoJsure) ayyj,
— DEAISINNVHOr

"1 '31gnd o) uado
| anod Joasuuy

£ 8 Ul qUsmwiasogd

d I ‘Aepieysax

]

‘4ajooq
1 JO pealsul (SQOHN)

THAUINISA0T

L

aqe;

o o98)

Farbhn

FAC Y2

._.>mv._2mm.w> lood spuemay -je Bupjoioly ajiym paien

21004 [00D B 185
e S AT

& = 5 ()
: FE A

T oy N




i
»

R

U

R A ML TEL]

ds

%
"L

By BARRY. STREEK;
- i Political. staff " i1
THE Black Sash 'may hiave fo retrénch’
its' 50 workérsr:.i‘nj‘;niné' advice; offices”
across the counitry because of funding
cuts, its president, Mrs Mary Burton,
‘wained yesterday.- - 0 )
- The futui¢ of the advice “office met-
work," initially:" established, to. help
black people fight pass laws; is at stake. .
“‘MirsBurton’s announcement, follows, |
decisions by -some of the funders, of its- |
R4;4 million budget; including USAid; |
to change'their- funding priorities. .

The. Black -Sash.-Has, also. Still: not-;
received European Unity, funding?
which had been pledged for last yeat!,
..The  problem: has-'béen; caused . by-
funders’ decisions ‘fo., support, the:
government - ditectly through, the Re=;
constrisetion 'and -,‘Dévelopme;l.tw'Prb‘f
gramme, and to moye away froin back-
ing.‘antigapartheigi’pll"oject‘s'.'“ e
,,MrS"Blirtonjsaid,with"it's‘pi'eSent re-
sources the organisation had no option’

-

“}-but to 'éﬁtét;iﬂtdjimﬁiédiaﬁé, discussion

withi ‘all. its’ advice. office. staff ‘heforé

']~ is8uing a three-month notice of across

“the'board, retrenchments: . "' ..

'
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If Sash door closes, fwhere can the

HEBY ZINGISA MKHUMA

The Black Sash advice office,
which has been a haven to so
many people down the years,
is now in danger of clesing be-
cause funds are drying up.

Pensioner Johanna Mogale
is one of those who have
turned to the Black Sash when
they could find help nowhere
else. She had to go without her
much-needed monthly grant
for almost a year as a result of
bureaucratic bungling.
«When the 71-year-old grand-
mother confronted the authori-
ties, she was sent from pillar
to post. Last month the grant
resumed, without the back-
payments. Now, once again,
the battle to get the back-pay-
ments has begun.

On Tuesday sickly Mogale
joined scores of other desper-

ate and destitute people in the
Johannesburg advice office.

Dan Shabangu, one of five
case workers employed by the
Black Sash, says that every
day he sees between 20 and 35
people.

Although the bulk of the
cases involve pensions and dis-
ability grants, Shabangu says
the Sash also intervenes in la-
bour disputes and cases of po-
lice harassment and brutality.

He says, pointing to a group
of workers: ‘These guys
worked as subcontractors for
& builder and he now refuses
to pay them. There are no
written agreements between
the parties, and really, we do
not have much to go on.

“We will phone the builder
and write him a letter asking
for payment. If that fails we
will refer the case to the Small

3‘ -

vy

Zodwa
Masilo, a co- ordmator at
the Black Sash office.

PICTURE: ETIENNE ROTHBART

Helping hand .
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Claims Court, where everyone
can be heard.”

Shabangu could soon lose
his job, and tens of thousands
of destitute people could lose
access to free legal advice, if -
the advice offices close be-
cause of a shortage of funds.

Shabangu says it is prema-
ture for overseas donors to re-
direct funding to other projects
and leave out the Black Sash.

“We have a new Govern-
ment but the old problems are
still here. The new provinces
have brought with them new
prob]ems files go missing and
pensioners are told tg rea)
for grants all the t1m ll&

"“We somelimes serve as
guardians for people who are
not even aware that they are
being ripped off. We cannot
simply close down — where
will all these people go?”
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for donations after its North
American funding lifeline was
severed, threatening the clo-

|sure of nine advice offices and
{free legal services to thousands

of South Africans.

““Dhe Black Sash is deter-
mined o sustain its opera-

tions,” said president Mrs Mary

Black §ashastaff fadt Fétréhchment

THE Black Sash has appealed ™Burton yesterday.

“With the help of the public,
a vital service to thousands of
South Africans will be main-
tained.”

Donatibns could be ear-
marked by donors for spécific
advice-offices 'or projects.

The orgarisation’s main
beriefactor, USAid, recently an-

nounced unexpectedly it would
not meet the Sash’s R750 000
budget proposal for 1995,

Mrs Burton said 47 advice
office staffers faced retrench-
ment by the end of February if !
alternative funds could ot be
raised. Y

The offices had served about
40000 people so far this year.
— Sapa,



Sash seeks’ toneyoo,
i)

THE Black Sash yesteraay appe ations
after its US funding lifeline was severed, threaten-

as US funds"i %&?u

thousands of South Africans will be maintained,”
president Mrs Mary Burton said yesterday.

The organisation’s main benefactor, USAid, re-
cently announced unexpectedly it would not meet
the Sash’s R750 000 budget proposal for 1995.

Donations should be posted to the Rlack Sash
Advice Office Trust (fundraising number 08800-962-
0001), 7 Long St, Mowbray 7700. — Sapa

I

&



l‘? ‘1
;Bulelwa Payi
Black Sash has
“been brought 't back

'R from the brink ‘of
"I} collapse’— at least for
| ‘another six months.
oA representative,
- Zodwa Masina, said this
“week the organisation
had received donations
which rescued " it from
: closure ;

- She would not drvulge
who the donors werenor
the amount received.”

7, “We got mohey to: Tum
for six months. But our

- donors will re- evaluate
the situation after that
and we may carry on

uiitil the erid of the year
Masina said, -7‘ -

’THe'- Black - Sash

- "announced towards the

-] end'of last year that it

was facing ° closure
| because it had utof
'.funds o ;

Masina saldal he

'Sash’s offices were riow
open ——Eena LR

i
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changes
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By Betsy Sprait

AN INTERIM constitution
is now in place. A perma-
nent one is on the horizon,
Now that its main goal
has been fulfilled, officials
of the Black Sash believe
the time is right to focus the
organisation’s energies on
its advice office, says Ms
Jille Jille, southern Gauteng
regional coordinator of the
organisation,

Until now, the organi-
sation had a membership-
based branch and an advice
office section. The separa-
tion of the two sections
came about as a way of
countering the govern-
ment’s efforts to crush so-
cial change organisationg
by striking at their fund-
raising arms, Jille said,

Divided in two

Consequently the organisa-
tion, formed in 1955 as a
way of achieving a more
democratic constitution,
was divided inlo an advice
office branch with a trust to
fund its activities and a hu-
man rights branch funded
by membership subscrip-
tions, Jille said.

The proposal to focus on
the advice council cane af-
ter a workshop last month
in Cape Town, during
which staff members and
representatives from al re-
gions looked at the most
efficient ways of ontinu-
ing the orgamisation's
work, Jille said,
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THE Black "Sa . launched 40
'| year's:ago. to fight' apartheid,
| has, dissolved its membership
at'a’ national conference, the |
qug”anli‘s‘agibnt said in a’state-

’melit,;:y T F R ri.'-,'_

. The conference, held in: Cape
Town this weekend, saw the

emergence of the Black Sash
Trust, a professional organisa-
tion which will continue the
traditions of the Black Sash
through its advice offices and
their. projects.

2 “Horty years ago the Black
- 8dsh was born out of a concern
. for -eqitality and justice for ali
and 'the sanctity of the- consti:
‘tution,” the Black Sash Said,

[+ “His fitting that With an in-

| texim: constitution 'ifi, place and
ai:

m in.-the pro-

al: constitution in.{
cess ofubeing . formulated, the
ﬁ;emb?gship body- of' .the Black
&é%??,ly@s."' —:Sapa.
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Black Sash dissolves but does not die

THE Black SaSh declded yestETday to dlS' | NOMAVENDA MATHIANE ]
solve &1ts rnembersmp after 40 years in
exxstence ‘but would continue rendering had diminished and few people were volun-

the ‘newly-formed Black Sash Trust. After the evaluation, the Black Sash was

advice services and other projects throug C eering their services.
. The decision to restructure came after eft with three options: to split the advice

consrultant Marian Nell, was commis-. .  office from the membership organisation,
Msmned 16 evaluate the orgamsatlon Her to rebuild with a larger and more repre-
findings'showed the change of government sentative membership, or close.

resulted in a lack of direction. under a new structure, the exact form of

»\had?:blurred the orgamsatxon S Qus ar I‘f - The Black Sash decided to continue but
Membership was dwmdhng, fan ng which had yet to be decided.
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IX women each phoned six wom-

en, who each phoned six other
women ... and they got a move-
ment going that was about defend-
ing what was right and condemning
what was wrong.

Thus, in the words of former
Black Sash president Jenny de Tol-
ly. began the movement that spoke
out fearlessly throughout the worst
years of National Party rule.

The simple idea of fighting what
was wrong, and upholding what was
right, sustained the Sash from its
formation 1n 1955.

And the very same principles sus-
tain the movement today.

But just as the social and politi-
cal terrain has changed, so the Sash
has changed.

1t decided at its weekend confer-
ence to dissolve its membership,
and launch the Black Sash Trust, a

- professional organisation which will
continue the traditions of the move-
ment through its advice offices and
their projects.

Volunteers are to become asso-
ciatés, but continue working to-
wards the very same objectives
that launched the movement back
in 1955.

Leading Sash figure Mary Burton
noted: “The public will not notice
the difference -... we will be doing
the same work and much the same
people will be doing it.

_“But what we are doing is profes-
sionialising the management of the
ofganisation — the new profession-
a} staff will be accountable to the
board of trustees — to relieve vol-
unteers of this burden.” .

In effect, it means the Sash will
be more streamlined and volunteer
associates will be free to concen-
trate on core objectives.

“We see our roles of helping peo-
ple claim their rights, and keeping
a watching brief on the govern-
merit;as an on-going challenge that
willi ¢ontinue forever,” Ms Burton
said.?
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sure they are claimed and protect-
et and are part' of ‘people’s’ daify

livés;~and to build a larger pool of
. people who are aware of 'the con-

cepts of civil rights: We see this as

an enormolisly’
contribution.”
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AS it celebrates its 40th birthday t
grim years of apartheid repressio
good work. Political Correspondent MICHAEL MORRIS reports.
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Black Sash members prote

It was the National Party’s con-
stitutional iniquity of May 1955 —
loading the Senate with government
supporters to secure the disenfran-
chisement of coloured voters in the
Cape — that incensed the “founding
Sash mothers”, as the movement's
history puts it.

Within just a few months, the
campaign mobilised 20 000 white
women behind the Women’s League
for the Defence of the Constitution,
whose emblem was a black sash.

In the next 40 years, the organi-
sation made its mark nationally
and internationally.

At a special conference in 1958,
Sash members were exhorted to
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, 'Tiére Hiight not: be much need
| for -protest in the “future,*“buit we
‘ will’ contiie to remind the new

government of “ifs own promises
i ani the expectations the society

has”’ "’

“turn ... towards the future-and
work more constructively for the
new South Africa which must sure-
1y emerge”. ‘

It was 2 long time coming,

The 1860s and 1970s were difficult
years. Yet, while the movement’s
membership hovered under the
2 000 mark, it pressed on
determinedly.

Every crackdown on freedom
was protested, and the government
and the country were reminded of
every name on the growing list of
apartheid deaths.

The Sash monitored and spoke
out against forced removals, and
worked tirelessly through its net-
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A streamlined Sas

his week, the Black Sash — veteran of the
n — is streamiining itself to continus,the
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" 'TJ‘TéTBIack Sash'i§ alive and well and gearing itself up for the future, writes Sheena Duncan

Forty years of fighting injustice

Black Sash is not disbanding, as
Business Day posters proclaimed
this week. We are alive and well and
forty years old, celebrating our
birthday. We will be continuing our
work in our restructured form as the Black
Sish Trust.

The Black Sash was formed in 1955 as the
Women's Defence of the Constitution League
and later adopted the name The Black Sash
tecause that is what the press called us after
te black sashes we wore in mourning for
tie “rape” of the Constitution had become a
tademark. We were an organisation whose
nembership was open to women resident in
fouth Africa.

Until 1985 we operated as a single mem-
tership-based organisation, most of whose
vork was done on a volunteer basis. We ran
tie organisation on voluntary energy and
ommitment and were able to raise the costs
o majntaining our advice offices and other
Frojects on money we raised at our annual
norning markets, jumble sales, book and
ke sales, bridge drives and the other ways
in which women raise money to drive the
chuses they care about.

But by 1985 we were feeling the pressures

ol an ever-increasing workload in the advice
offices and the decrease in the number of
women available to do voluntary work during
office hours. They were now working in their
own jobs and could only do the extra things
in the evenings and at weekends.

This has affected voluntary organisations
all over the world and is not unique to South
Africa, but it meant we had to employ more
people to da the work we used to do by our-
selves and that meant we had to raise more
Toney.

hen the Fund Raising Act was intro-
Wduced in 1978, we had taken a prin-

cipled decision that we would not
seek registration because of the way that
Act was then used to prevent the work of
organisations unpopular with the govern-
ment.

For a variety of reasons connected with the
loopholes in the Act and our consequent
need for tax exemption, we formed the Advice
Office Trust, which managed ali the service
programmes of the Black Sash, leaving the
“political” work to the membership organisa-
tion.

We then had two paralle! structures
which answered to our needs at the time
and worked efficlently in tandem. Now two
structures are no longer appropriate or nec-
essary and have been taking up a great deal
of voluntary energy which could be better
spent.

At our National Conference tast weekend
we adapted several technical and organisa-
tional resolutions which repealed the Consti-
tution of the memnbership organisation and
created one unified structure called the
Black Sash Trust, which will put the pro-
grammes and projects of the Black Sash
under professional management.

We will employ a National Director, but will
seek to maintain and extend the involvement
of volunteers in our work, especially in the
enormous amount of lobbying and advocacy
work in which we are now engaged. Because
a Trust does not have ‘members”, these vol-
unteers will be called “associates”.

We would, of course, have preferred to
close down the Trust, but it manages our
money, so we had to dissolve the member-
ship organisation.

In common with all South African NGOs
and community-based organisations, we
have been hard hit by the loss of skilled and
committed people to Parliament, provincial
legislatures and the administration, One
day, the tremendous contribution of NGOs to
the workings of government in the transi-
tional stage will be recognised, but it has left
us all hard hit for the immediate future.

It is very hard to think ourselves back into

the heady days in 1955 and 1956 when more

than ten thousand women marched and
stood in silent vigil in protest against the
Senate Act, the removal of the coloured vot-
ers in the Cape from the common roll, con-
trary to an entrenched Constitutional provi-
sion, and the early beginnings of detention
without trial and the destruction of the Rule
of Law.

We were rather different then, In our first
manifesto, dated May 23 1955, we described

ourselves as “mothers and grandmothers,
wives and sweethearts ..." We would never do
that now, Our manner then seems curious to
the granddaughters who now carry on our
work. We used to wear hats and gloves. We
now wear jeans and T-shirts with slogans
like Womandla! But the commitment to

democratic and accountable government and
to justice and human rights has not

die) wm 19-25|s[ag

changed.

ghn

The Women’s Defence of the Constitution
League: The Black Sash rose out of the
constitutional crisis of 1955 and developed
into a voluntary group dedicated to fighting
against apartheid injustices

PHOTOGRAPHS BLACK SASH ARCHIVE
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What has changed is the way in which we
can now work, We remember the days when
Minister John Vorster replied to some com-
munication from us by saying “your commu-
nication is in the waste paper basket where it
belongs”, and the time when Dr Piet Koorn-
hof accused two of us of coming to him *hid-
ing behind the skirts of the Church” because
we had gone to see him with a church dele-
gation to protest the break-up of family life
caused by the pass laws.

ell, we do not have to worry about

Dr Koornhof any more. He has

moved from the mass removal of
populations and the breaking up of families
to body building with Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger in Cape Town, while we have moved
from protest to advocacy in a new, open,
and amazingly transparent system of con-
stitutional government. It is not by any
means perfect, but it is very different and
we have no doubt that we have much to
contribute to the building of a truly just
society, based on our forty years of expert-
ence of how law and administration affects
the lives of people.

This is still our strength. Our knowledge
does not come only from academic study of
Acts of Parliament and Regulations, but from
our understanding, taught us by the people
in our advice office quenes and the commu-
nities with whom we work, of how these laws
affect people at the receiving end of the poli-
cies of those in power.

We will be working in a different structure
in the coming years, but we are not going
away just yet.

Sheena Duncan is chairperson of the Black

Sash Trust and a former president of the Sash
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women, who each phoned

six other women ... angd
they got a movement going that
was about defending what was
right and condemning what wag
wrong.

Thus, in the words of former
Black Sash president Jenny de
Tolly, began the movement that
spoke out fearlessly throughout
the worst years of National
Party rule,

The simple idea of fighting
what was wrong, and upholding
what was right, sustained the
Sash from its formation in 1955,
And the very same principles
sustain the movement today.

But just as the social and po-
litical {errain has changed, so
the Sash has changed,

It decided at its weekend con-
ference to dissolve its member-
ship, and launch the Black Sash

st, a professional organisa-
tion which will continue the tra-
ditions of the movement through
Its advice offices and their
projects.

Volunteers are to become as-
sociates, but continue working
towards the very same objec-
tives that launched the move-
ment back in 1955,

Leading Sash figure Mary
Burton notes: “What we are
doing is professionalising the
Mmanagement of the organisation
= the new professional staff will

Six women each phoned six

P Women feariess in face of oDpTessioy

THE Black Sash was a movement that arnet! K/ g/ ‘i But a redeeming feature of
its stripes through some of the darkest eras of
political oppression, Political Correspondent

Michael Morris reports

be accountable to the board of
trustees — to relieve volunteers
of this burden.

“"We see our roles of helping
people claim their rights, and
keeping a watching brief on the
Government, as an on-going
challenge that will continue for.
ever,”

Ii was the National Party's
constitutional iniquity of May
1955 — loading the Senate with
government supporters to secure
the disenfranchisement of col-
oured voters in the Cape — that
incensed the “founding Sash
mothers”, as the movement's
history puts it.

Within just a few months, the
campaign mobilised 20 000 white
women behind the Woman's
League for the Defence of the
Constitution, whose emblem was
a black sash. In the next 40
Yyears, the organisation made iis
mark both nationally and inter-
nationally.

At a special conference in
1958, Sash members were ox-
horted to “turn towards the fy-
ture and work more construe-
tively for the new South Africa

which must surely einerge”,

It was a long time coming,

The 1960s and 1970s were dif-
ficult years. Yet, while the move-
ment's membership hovered
under the 2 000 mark, it pressed
on determinedly.

Every crackdown on freedom
was protested, and the govern-
ment and the country were re-
minded of every name on the
growing list of apartheid deaths,

The Sash monitored and
spoke out against forced remov-
als, and worked tirelessly
through its network of advice oi-
fices to ease the effects of influx
control and the pass laws, to
record the life stories of the dis.-
possessed and amass evidenee
of the effects of oppression,

Its work earned it acceptance
in the black community, some
thing which few other white op.
ganisations managed to achieve,

The repression of the tumul-
tuous 1980s, the successjve
states of emergency, presented
a daunting challenge to the Sash
to speak oul when, ag Mary Bup-
lon put it, “it was too dangerous
for others to do so™,

this period was that the Sash's
role was acknowledged by the
steadilv growing mass-based or-
ganisations, and it was accepted
on the basis of its hard-earned
credentials.

When President Mandela
emerged from prison in Febru.
ary 1990, he publicly acknow-
ledged the Sash's coniribution,

“l salute the women of the
Black Sash,” he said.

However, for the women of the
Black Sash, this was not an end,
but a new beginning. As an edi.
torial in the movement's journal
noted in September last vear:
“We inhabit a new space. It is
incumbent upon us to guard new
rights and entrench hard-won
democracy . . . civil society is not
of itself democratic.”

To this end, the Sash is
streamlining itself,

“"We certainly believe that
there s very exciting and impor-
tant work to be done, particular-
ly in Parliament in monitoring
legislation and the committees,”
Burton said.

She adds: “We really believe
we have an opportunity, with a
Government that recognises
rights, to ensure they are
claimed and protected, and are
part of people's daily lives, and
te build a larger pool of people
who are aware of the concepis of
civil rights.”




[ LIBERAL DEMOCRATS (Jic)
Crucial role.,, /4/5/4 1Y

Beacons of hope and liberal values during
the dark years of apartheid, the SA Institute
of Race Relations and the Black Sash have
been re-examining their roles in society.

The Black Sash this week decided to
dissolve its membership after 40 years. But
it is to keep its trust going, and through it
will continue to provide advice services. It
lacked focus and had been in decline since
the 1986 scrapping of the pass laws whose
victims it helped.

Yet the need for a liberal watchdog has
not diminished. In an address last week on
the institute’s role after apartheid, director
John Kane-Berman argued: “The ‘new’ SA
needs the institute just as much as it needs
an Auditor-General.”

Surveying SA’s first year as a democracy,
he says though there is little doubt that in
general we are better off than we were, our
situation is paradoxical.

“We have a constitution which lays the
foundation of a liberal democratic State —
one based on the rule of law, individual
rights, privaie enterprise and limited gov-
ernment. Yet the party in the driving seat
comes from a revolutionary tradition. It is
not a liberal party, nor does it claim to be,
Who knows what manner of man is likely
to succeed Mandela? Who knows, indeed,
what manner of President Mr Mandela
himself will turn out to be?”

To ensure that it becomes and remains a
liberal democracy, says Kane-Berman, SA

[
now jfaces four overriding challenges’ —
whichi the institute, as an unashamédly
libegal voice, aims to meet head-on:
O To*consolidate democratic gains — to
givé:itredit where it is due, identify positive
trends, insist on the rule of law, defend the
right of dissent, promote openness in gov-
ernment and check abuses of power;
U To remain vigilant against a corporatist
State run in the interests of the powerful
and be willing to speak up for the underdog,
To a social democrat, this may mean
printing money to give jobs to the huge
number of unerployed. To a liberal demo-
crat, it means speaking up -against such
things as minimum wage laws and other
barriers to market entry;
U To defend the notion of limited gov-
ernment against special-interest lobbies
seeking to resist privatisation, use the power
of the State to enforce quotas, ban “hate
speech,” impose “transformation” on uni-
versities and the like. We must blow the
whistle every time anyone seeks incre-
mental State intrusion or erosion of in-
dividual liberties; and .
O To preserve our precious assets — the
private sector, civil society and our vital

+ faculties and institutions.

“Telling the truth without fear or favour”
is intrinsic to the way the institute has
always operated, Kane-Berman emphasises.
While many talk in cliched terms about our
fledgling democracy, “there are enough red
lights flashing to suggest that we may be a
fledgling something else. We have a con-
stitutional court, many of whose Jjudges
were chosen in part for political reasons.
The same applies to the SABC board. It
took the National Party two years to start
tampering with the constitution; Mandela is
threatening to do so after one year. The
Shell House cover-up was followed by the
clumsy atternpt at whitewash in the Boesak
affair — which raises as many questions
about (Deputy President Thabo) Mbeki as
have been raised about (Allan) Boesak
{who, of course, is entitled to be presumed
innocent until proved otherwise in a court
of law).”

He reminded his audience that “among
whites, it was only the liberals who con-
sistently spoke up against such- things as
forced removals and detention without trial
and who applied to the Left the same
criteria as they applied to the Right”

He concluded by saying that the in-
stitute’s core values have never changed,
“nor need they now.” The long years of
opposition to apartheid tended to obscure
differences within the opposition camp —
socialists were lumped with liberals — and
when the ANC could not operate openly, its
supporters worked in other organisations to
achieve its objectives.

That was in the past. “What remains is
the liberalism that stands for individual
liberty and limited government. Instead of
having to work all the time against what is
evil, we can build, preserve and defend —
as we will have to — what is good.”




Sheena came tumblin

et ;“ Sheena Duncan, former president of the Black

ILL WENTZEL says in her Author’s

Note that her book The Liberal Slide-

away is a “subjective account of life

in the liberal community during the

last 14 years.” Of course, it has to be
a subjective account just as this response
has to be subjective. None of us are yet far
enough away from the debates and events of
the eighties and nineties to be anything other
than subjective about them,

Objectivity will no doubt be possible when
historians of the future are able to look at
our documents and debates from a longer
distance and assess what we did and what
we achieved and make some kind of judge-
ment upon us aboul where we failed and

Sash, responds to allegations in a new book that
her organisation compromised liberal principles

within the organisation” (the Black Sash).
That is also true and these painful differ-
ences were made acute by the terminal ill-
niess and tragic death in 1986 of Ernie
Wentzel whose thinking is evident through-
out this book from the foreword by Judith
Mason to the appendices.

He was also a friend to many Black Sash
members and dearly loved by many people
which made objectivity impossible and sub-
jectivity inevitable.

But, apart from being subjective, the book
is also selective. Perhaps that is also
inevitable when an author has a theory to
propound and support. A real history of the
liberal community in South Africa needs a

where we were mis- N much longer view than
taken. U " e " just the last fifteen years
This book will be of Certainly, I think we in the and very much more
value to them as one Black Sash did struggle to detailed examination of
person's view of the maintain a steady course in the volume of written
white liberal community documents and
in the dying years of the those turbulc_ent yea_rs. “.,e recorded statements.
apartheid system. were_pullc.td in all directions. The lack of an index
Certainly, I think we ~ We did “slide away” makes it extremely diffi-
in the Black Sash did sometimes. cult to follow the
struggle to maintain a author’s themes from

steady course in those

turbulent years. We were pulled in all direc-
tions. We did “slide away” sometimes. It was
never easy to know what was the next right
thing to do and [ have never been able to
achieve that absolute certainty of rectitude
which is attributed to the "liberals who did
not slide away” in the last chapter of this
book.

In arguing that slideaway liberals in the
1980s lost the ability to maintain a balance
between flexibility and adherence to a set of
humane values, which Wentzel argues may
be the most attractive aspect of liberalism,
she says we also seemed to lose some of the
qualities such as common sense; tolerance of
unfashionable opinion; willingness to exer-
cise one’s critical faculties; and she argues
that “rigid sanctimony towards those who
did exercise their critical faculties was a
characteristic of the slideaway.”

*Rigid sanctimony” is also one of the char-
acteristics attributed to the non-slideaway
liberals by other “subjective” thinkers in this
debate. The tragedy is that it has not been a
debate but a mutually critical {alking past
each other.

The author says that *...politicat differ-
ences began to affect personal relationships

one chapter to another,
but examples of selectivity are the references
to the Black Sash’s attitude towards incre-
mental change which are scattered in differ-
ent places. The theme of these comments
seerns to be that the Black Sash ignored
incremental change and the “silent revolu-
tion" although it is admitted that we did
“sometimes” protest or campaign with lim-
ited objectives in mind.

That is quite breathtaking in light of the
fact that our whole history has been one of
taking issues one at a time and setting our-
selves limited objectives. We were working
with the people in informal settlernents, in
areas threatened with removal, with people
in the cities who stayed there whether or not
they had a permit to do so — all those who
were determinedly making the sflent revolu-
tion long before the director of the Institute of
Race Relations coined the phrase and discov-
ered the phenomenon.

It is ironic that it was members of the Lib-
eral Party who were also members of the
Black Sash who were {otally opposed to the
idea of advice offices and who would have
nothing to do with them in the late fifties and
early sixties when the first offices were estab-
lished. They argued that it was nothing but
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assisting the government to enforce influx
cantrol. That was very useful criticism for us
because it made us determined that what-
ever we learned from individuals sitting in
those long and hopeless queues must be
translated into campaigning for the repeal of
the laws which brought them there and
which denied them the most basic of rights.
Adherence to unbridled free market princi-
ples seems to be a required characteristic of
non-slideaway liberals in the post-modern
definition, [ have problems with that. Eco-
nomic booms in South Africa in the past did

not lead to justice and equity but, on the
contrary, were periods in which the
apartheid system was entrenched and codi=~
fied.

Liberalism has been defined in so many
different ways over the years that it is
impossible to know whether one is a liberal
or a slideaway or something else. Liberals
like labels so read this book and judge for
yourself.

THE LIBERAL SLIDEAWAY by Jill Wentzel
(South African Institute of Race Relations)
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service, CHARLENE SMITH pays tribute to her and the Sash women, whose fight against apartheid injustice goes largely forgotten

‘A thorn in apartheid govt’s side

ﬂ ﬁ hat 1&_ we  ershad pecple hiving in their homes NN : v : $
dowithchil-  for various pericds, and always had  [EEEERNITEEN B ) . T M
dren who a hot meal availahle or the loan of [EEEEER : VLAt w

B Committedto - homebaked wholewheat bread. were not {rained as lawyers. Joyce,
South One year; the Sash moved offices  in particular, took a keen interest in

A .. three times because white tenants  the depressing monitoring of pass
Harris would complain about all the black courts, where people's destinies
often‘stand” - people that came to the advice office  were sealed inthree minutes or less.
the Bladk, .._w‘#aun mysteriously always lmew the She gversaw the monitoring of
Sash's  « .Aa.ﬂmmsmw.mgm&uﬁﬁﬁnmoﬁnm political trials - if there were injus-

dance theircar clothes, money oracaring

arcund the ear It meant that many were regu-
bodies of necklace victims?” Joyce  larly raided by the security branch, : - . &
Harrus, then Black Sash vicepresi-  who would sketch the floor plan of . : P 2

dent wrote in a 1986 Memorandum  their homes, photograph and ques- protests %% home at Khotso House with the SA  tices, and there were many, she
on the Suffering of Children. tion their hushands or parinersand ¥ along. ..WWMW Comnell of Churches, a place of would contact internationat organi-

The answer was that we South children, even their dumestic staff, M
Africans jailed them - in 1986, 40% of Few were intimidated. They were [
the more than 30 000 people in de« among thefinest South Africansour |§
tention were children, land has nurtured, -

Children were removed from en- Joyce Harris died of cancer re-
tire communities like Kagiso, to  cently in Canada close to the chil- [
punish their parents for resisting  dren and grandchildren she adored.
the apartheid state. Children be- Joyce was committed to a just South
came brutalised in all the ways Africa. Shedespaired of someof the
Joyee Harris warned they would -  new Sash members of the late 1970s
and we wonder now when we stare  and early 1980s, who were seen as
Into the dead eyes of a hijacker young radicals. We almost split the

Stompie Seipei, who later died at  Black Sash in the early 1980s with [
the hands of the Mandela United our belief in the “just war” argu-
Football Club at the age of 13, had ments of St Augustine and libera- E
been almost continuously detained tion theology
by police since the age of 10, and Joyce, and others, was intensely
badly tortured on every occasion. uncomfortable with the notion that §

After his detentions he would violence could ever be justified. At
come to the offices of the Detainees  least one prominent member left the
Parents Support Committee, an or- Sash because of those arguments
ganisation founded by theangerand  and launched bitter attacks against
determination of parents, but most it for years after.
particularly Audrey Coleman, a Joyce, on the other hand, would
leading Black Sash member, Hewas  sit listening, her hands clasped in §
a dear; plump little boy withaready  front of her, an eye, affected by an  |§
laugh and rare leadership qualities.  earlier stroke, blinking, She would §

The police shot children. And incisively demolish or question our

. ‘ when police arrested those who arguments, but never in a destrue-
soughtmedical treatment, members  tive manner Her approach meant we
of the Black Sash, like Julia Heaney,  all learnt, and grew together. )
sometimes with one of her own chil- Today there will be a memorial §
dren in tow, would travel fo Khotso  service in the same small mecting 5
House to fetch people who sought room of the Temple Emanuel where §
refuge there after being shot by the  the Free the Children Alliance was |
police and ferry them to doctors Iaunched, and where in the same B
breaking the law by treatingandnot  year we tried to launch the Five [
reporting people who had beenshot,  Freedoms Forum until the security
They could have been struck off the  branch switched off afl the lights in
medical roll. She could have been  the avea.
Jailed. y Instead, we refreated to a Fores

She broke the law, like other Town house David Webster; to be as-
Sashers, because thelawwasunjust.  sassinated three years later, [

In those awful years of violetice presided with Sheena Duncan, who
and haired, _wmnw mommm_ m-mamw with Joyce led the Sash through
opened thelr houses nif most of those turbulent times. severance pay? No ion? did manywounds that need tobe healed.
mocratic Front leaders, trade uaion- We will wear our sashes at thy you uaﬁnﬂwﬁhwm s@-mr_% she W The memorial service for Joyce
ists and others forced to live "un- EwEaﬂmemEmnwm.mmFEw»uﬁnw v ' N . : P - made you work 11 hours aday, seven Harriswillstartat 5.30pmat Temple
derground” because of police slash across the bodies of women, And yet the women of the Sash  society that did not see black people  wore jeans and T'shirts. Some knit-  days a week, for 15 years and never  Emanuel Centre, Oxford Road, Park-
Persecution. | thatsaid no to infustice, and became were an unlikely bunch of revolu-  as people, they were. ted. At evening meetings there gave youaraise?” touwn. Charlene Smith is o freelance

_Beulah Rollnick, Gille d= VHieg, an .mE...E.Em symbol of the battle tionarles. Most, like Joyce, would be Some came to meetings wearing would be wonderful homemade Joyce Harris and Sheena Duncan  journalist ioho joired the Black Sash
Miriam Hepner and dozens of oth- against apartheid, horrified at the term. But in a pearlsand neatly colffed hair; others  borscht or vegetahle soup, and had fine legal minds, although they  in 1979,

kerbsides of : {peace sothreateningtothe mayhem  sations for legal aid or funds to help
_Evanaﬁ;momgﬁ%nﬁmmmnﬁﬁun:% the accused, or send reports to in-
—~azr>Z37 wronld later bomb it. ternational commissions.
- The queunes outside Sash offices She would always “stand” - the
* "™, wuould begin at 7am and begin taper-  Black Sashers protested along kerb-
* 7 ing off at4pm. Women like Elizabeth  sidesof public roads. There were in-
' Rowe, Joyee Harris, Dasm Ingleand  creasingly harrowing experiences
Ethel Walt, wonld =it and listen to  asSachers gotassaulted, arvested, or
- - talesof misery translated by equally  had eggs or water thrown at them,
«  wonderful women such as Adelatde  sometimes by policemen.
! Pholofi and the indomitable Mitta Joyce Harris was 78 when she
Matika, died on August 27, She leaves her
. Everyone knew the addresses of husband Nathan, children and
* - pass offices, the West Rand Board, grandchildren,
Bante Commibsioners’ Offices, how Asayoung woman she completed
. towrite an affidavit. a degree in social science at Wits
“What iz your fall name? Doyou  University and was the first medical
have proof you were born in  social worker at the General Hospi-
Soweto? You need a birth certificate  tal before working at the Commu-
1o get the pass that will allow youto  nity Cenire in Fordshurg
" work and rentahome ... okay, if you ‘When the Black Sash was formed
v don't have a birth certificate and the  In 1855 she was asked to become its
Ba ' clinic has been burnt down, do you  first secretary She was its magazine
s have any neighbours ar other people  editor on more than one occasion,
N who can testify that you were born  was vice-president twice, president
in that home? Did your father in- once and a prolific author of nu-
chide your name on his Indgers per-  merous Black Sash docurments.
- mit? Well, even if your name was not Joyee Harris was not a trendy
. onthe permit, because your mother  leftie She did not wear her heart on
T .-~ was iilegally in Johannesburg we her sleeve She did not bake bread.
hot e can still try and find ways to make  But she cared deeply about South
VR E vou legal. We'll do these affidavits  Africa and about justice for ail. The
and then you must go to the Bantu  loss of such people leaves a deep
Commissioner’s office s¢ they can  wound in our country that can onhly
register your birth, and then ..” be healed by others taking up the
Or to a frail old woman, who canses she so earnestly believed in.
blinked myopically throngh glasses 'To paraphrase an 80s slogan:
and twisted 2 handkerchief in her Long Live fhe democrats who are
hand, “..s0 yon worked 15 vears for  quiet now, but will rise if ever again
*  ,¢ the same woman, and when you ourfieedom is injeopardy May they
started to work for her you earned  look to the Joyee Harrises of our
R100 a month, and she never gave world, and take courage.
you a raise, and then last week she Hamba Kahle Joyce Harris.
told you, yon must go because you Hamba Kahle David Webster: Hamba
are too old, and she has given youne Eshle Sicelo Dhlomo. We have too
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