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Crime and land

By BRONWYN WILKINSON

Greater Johannesburg’s
newly elecied officials are
back at work after their end-
of-year break and are to hold
their first meetings of the year
next week.

With only two Johannes-
burg Transitional Metropoli-
tan Couneil meetings between
the local government elections
and the recess, councillors
had little {0 accomplish last
year and less opporiunity to
show their mettle in {heir new

positions.

Several issues are likely to
dominate council agendas this
year. All three main parties
have committed themselves to
fighting crime. The burning
issue of the devolution of pow-
ers will have to be solved, but
councillors await a provincial
deecision on this matter.

The eouncil will also have
to battle the matter of land
invasions and has promised to
consider each eviction on iis
merils, but not to be soft on
the issue. Finally, if the couneil

cannot convinee more peo

to pay for their services, the
TMC faces an enormous fin-
ancial deficit.

This year will give the pub-
lic a chance to gauge the per-
formance of their new repre-
sentatives according to their
election promises. The three
main partles in the council
have already laid out their pri-
orities for 1996.

Fighting erime is fop of the
priority list for the ANC, NP
and DR, with the DP {o push
hard for the Iniroduction of a

The NP and¢ DP intend
working towards inecreasing
the level of payment for ser-
vices and the ANC promises to
improve the delivery of those
services. The ANG also plans
to work on budget proposals
that will address the needs of
the cify's poor and on trim-
ming the adminisiration and
making it more efficient.

On the DP sgenda, along
with ertme and payment for
services, are ensuring the dev-
elopment of a cost-effective

oul
(%
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ropolitan police force.

i
infrast c..E.m&u.: pursuing
privatisation.

In its turn, the NP promis-
es that ils councillors will also
fight crime, increase the level
of payment for services, in-
crease housing delivery, fight
unemployment and preserve
public open spaces.

The TMC held only two
meetings before it went into
recess last year The first
meeling was dominated hy the
ANC and NP rejecting a pro-
posal by the DP that council-
lors be paid according to a

¥
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's agenda

record of their attendance at
meetings, The second meeting
addressed the hot issue of the
devolution of powers. At that
meeiing a recommendation
was made to the Gauteng leg-
islature that would take the
power to make local planning
and development decisions
away from local - Juncils and
place it with the TMC.

The TMC’s executive com-
mittee holds its first meeting
of the year on Tuesday, fol-
lowed by the first full couneil
meeting on Thursday.
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Probe into reporter’s assault

Urgent inquiry into market agents who manhandled reporter and photographer

investigating allegations of theft at the City Deep fresh produce market

[ 1‘34’».‘-.

Bv Anso THom rands at the City Deep fresh pro- He and his staff manhandled In view of claims of alleged
Crime Reporter duce market. Bearzi and Zalk and ordered corruption, theft and mismanage-
Theincident took placein Hail  them off the market floor. Helater  ment made by johannesburg cer-
urgent internal investiga- Number 1 when Bearzi took pos-  called security staff who helped  tified fraud examiner Barthol-
Ation has been initiated by  session of a large box of cash sales  the Ochse employees to remove  omew Henderson in a Star Line
theacting head of theMet-  slips made outby WL Ochsestaff  the camera and reporter’s hand-  article during September last year,
ropolitan Financial Services Lucas ~ for vegetable sales. bag. The camera was handed to  the Greater Johannesburg Transi-
Opperman into the assault of a Market agents have been ac-  Van der Walt and he ripped out  tional Metropolitan Council de-
Star Line reporter and a photogra-  cused of skimming off millionsby  the film. cided to refer the matter to the
pher of The Star at the Johannes-  circumventing the market’s finan- Acting Town Clerk Stan Verri-  Auditor-General.
burg fresh produce market last  ciai network and selling goods for ~ er said the matter was viewed ina An independent team has un-
Thursday. cash on the floor. very serious light and he has re-  dertaken an investigation into
About -15 people were invol- When Bearzi approached Wil-  quested that the findingsof thein-  claims that the market was rid-
ved in the assault of Star Lineedi-  lie van der Walt who owns WL ternal investigation be available . dled with crooked .deals and
tor Juhe'Bearzi and NaashonZalk ~ Ochse to, question him abouthis ~ for assessment aséconas possiblef« mgents wege hobsting their
during an cngoing probe into  apparent évasion of the markét's  when a ‘decision will be taken by skimming off mllions
claims of corruption and theft financial system, he became con-  with regard to any further action - inillegal cashsales.
involving hundreds of millionsof  frontational. IS I q (, on the matter. G g AIEPOIT wasexpechedmdaY
.. Abos :I |
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Calis are being made for an inde-
pendent inquiry into allegations
of wholesale corruption and theft
at the City Deep fresh produce
market in Johannesburg,

There is evidence that market
agents' have been’ skimming as
much as R400-million a year off
the annuial turnover. The dcting
town clerk, Stan Verrier, said on
Friday that an investigation was

“would be released on January 22..

ing undertaken by the auditor-
general’s office and its findings:,

. However, Johannesburg attor- |-
ney Aaron Stanger maintains thats
a precedent should be set in hav-
ing ndependent aifors. ‘Whes |
there are. charges ‘of corrupfion |’
the only way is to appoint a firm
of entirély indeperident auditors,” |.
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ohannesburg fresh produce

‘market now rotten to the core

damning audit re-
port completed last
e  whimweek by a certified
fraud examiner confirms that the
scandalous state of affairs at the
Johannesburg fresh produce mar-
ket, which could be costing the

city millions, continues
unchecked.
In an initial report made to the

Greater Johannesburg Transition-
al  Metropolitan ~ Council’s
(GITMC) financial services de-
partment nine months ago,
Bartholomew Henderson found
that the market was caught up in
a huge multimillion-rand web of
corruption and gross mismanage-
ment. His findings were high-
lighted in Star Line on September
26.

Although the financial ser-
vices department was given the
information about the rot pervad-
ing the market in April and ad-
verse media reports appeared in
September, the double dealing
continues unabated.

In September Pieter Cruywa-
gen from the Metropolitan Finan-
cial Services (MFS) described the
corruption and theft as “isolated,
infrequent and not widespread”
and gave an assurance ithad been
halted. However, further invest-
gations by Star Line and Hender-
son show it fs still massive.

As a result the acting head of

-the MFS, Lucas Opperman, has
been accused of failing in his fidu-
clary duties. According to Hen-
derson, sufficient grounds exist to
bring eriminal and civil charges
against at least one market agent
and a wholesaler, while charges of
flouting the city by-laws can be
brought against eight others.

Fraudulent dealings in the city market are spreading

unchecked and the metropolitan council i
failing abysmally to eradicate

s accused of
them. June Bearzi reports.

The main thrust of Hender-
son's audit report was to disprove
Cruywagen’s claims that “all is
well at the market” and he details
a litany of the blatant side-step-
ping of the computerised finan-
cial procedure controls. The re-
port says that 10 agents and
wholesalers could be involved
and adds that the shocking state
of the market's affairs was
brought to the authorities’ atten-
tion 19 months ago by a market
inspector and later by himself.

Henderson’s documents also
allege that:

B Each week market goods worth
R1 067 220 were removed from
the food halls without being cap-
tured on the financial network. A
dealer involved in the sale of
tomatoes was one of the worst of-
fenders in generating prohibited
cash sales slips, These allowed
buyers to remove the goods while
the agents and wholesalers pock-
eted the cash.

® Wholesalers and agents on the
market floor could have escaped
the income tax net by circumvent-
ing the financial system because a
far lower income and turnover
would be reflected.

® Possible cover-ups existed to
conceal the massive shortfall of
produce which was delivered but
not reflected as sold on the com-

puter systemn.

@ The GJTMC which owns and
manages the market has failed to
recover about R30-million as it
takes a 5% share of the market's
turnover.

W Certain agents kept two or
more sets of books to conceal their
sales figures,

K Some market employees stole
farmers’ produce valued at tens of

Fraud expert
says theft
continues

5 unabated —

thousands of rands and used the
proceeds to gamble on the horses,
B Another market employee used
stolen produce to stock his own
greengrocer store.

B A market inspector who report-
ed the theft to his senjors was later
threatened with violence and dis-
missed.

The audit report has also cast a
dark shadow over a R93-million
bid made last year by Botha
Roodt ec, as well as the country’s
largest tomato supplier, ZZ 2 Be-
herende Beleggings, to buy the
market,

. G5 e L[

Hendetson deduces that, if the
cotrect and far higher turnover at
the market had been reflected, the
GITMC would almost certainly
have secured a higher selling
price. At this stage the bid has
been put on hold.

The fraud examiner and the
writer have continued investiga-
tions and have found vast num-
bers of the prohibited slips are still
being generated by agents and
wholesalers.

In reply to Star Line queries
Opperman said that allegations
made by Henderson in April had
been investigated by the internal
audit department of the Johannes-
burg administration but had been
found to be overstated.

“Such matters of concern
which were identified were re-
ported on to the management of
the market and remedial action
recommended. At no time did
anyone attempt to ‘shrug off’ any
aspect of this investigation.”

He explained that the matter
had been referred to the auditor-
general's office on October 24 for
the appointment of an indepen-
dent team fo investigate further.
Opperman said a report was ex-
pected by January 22 and asked
Star Line to pass all further infor-
mation in its possession to the au-
ditor-general for investigation,
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Soweto’s cry for help
as mobsters hold sway

Commiunity police forums cannot have meaningful

role in fight against crime due to lack of funds

and little support from Government /Quy >4 ] ]

9b

By Trove Lunp
AND Own CORRESPONDENT

he problem of funding

CPFs still needs to be ironed

out and the Safety and Se-
cun:j-rl Ministry Sidney Mufamadi
is scheduled to meet provincial
safety MECs soon to discuss this
the crime wave and other thorny
issues such as the lack of vehi-
cles, communication equipment
and financing by community po-
lice forums (CPF). \

In some communities, leaders
of the forums fear to live at home
because they have no protection
against the very people they are
supposed to be fighting against.

Safety and Security. Ministry
Secretary Azhar Cachalia said
“this kind of intimidation is
alarming and needs to be ad-
dressed urgently” but he added
that CPFs were primarily a pro-
vincial function. b

In Cape Town and Port Eliza-

beth, the forums are also experi-
encing birth pains, their main
problem being the infiltration of
the forums by gangsters and
politicians using them for their
own ends.

Peter Stevens, a British com-
munity policing ‘adviser to the
Western Cape police MEC, has
confirmed that some forum meet-
ings have been flooded by mem-
bers of an undisclosed political
party trying to oust the opposi-
tion party’s members from their
committee positions.

In Port Elizabeth, the South
African National Civic Organisa-
tion is reportedly investigating
similar allegations of criminals
using the forums as a cover to
comimit serious crimes,

In Gauteng, Greater Soweto
Community Police Forum chair-
man Weston Shabangu has
warned that residents will in-
creasingly take the law into their

<own hands “with disastrous con-

sequences” if the CPFs do not
start operating properly soon.
Aliough many of Soweto’s
44 suburbs now have some sort
of CPF, Shabangu is adamant that
these ~ and other - CPFs will
soon collapse if the Government
does not offer real assistance.

Mob rule and a kangarco jus-
tice system could soon destroy
Soweto unless the Government
provides funds to help residents
fight crime, community police
forum leaders have warned,

This has emeiﬁed as CPPs,
formed to involve the community
in the fight against crime, are un-
able fo fulfil 2 meaningful role
due to'a lack of infrastructure and
little or no support from the Gov-
ermment.

Leaders have also told of CPF
members being targeted by ¢rim-
inals and living in fear for their
lives because they have joined
the battle to rid their streets of
thugs.
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Theft and %rruption at City Deep’

A one-time employee claims that he was the victim of a Mafia-like terror campaign after he repot

were cheating farmers and

former produce market

floor inspector says he was

subjected to Mafia-like tac-
tics and was told bluntly that paid hit-
men would “get him" if he did not
keep his mouth shut about theft and
corruption at City Deep,

Henry van der Bergh of Rosct-
tenwville told Star Line he had paid dear-
ly for his honesty in reporting the theft
of produce valued at R25000¢} to his su-
periors at the market in 1992,

He painted a graphic picture of well
organised syndicates working from the
market halls and robbing farmers of
their produce. He also claimed certain
produce salesmen lived the high life
and flashed large bundles of cash made
from the sale of stolen produce.

Heexplained that farmers were atso
being ripped off by agents who claimed
they would not get payment for fruit or
vegetables “as they had arrived at the
market rotten and had to be de-
stroyed”. But the agents would take the
pertectly good produce, sell it and
pocket the money, Van der Bergh said,
Fake notes would be made out to

I lost my

home and

my job,

because )

was honest
“prove” to farmers that goods had not
been sold, but destroyed, he added.

“When | tried to do something to
stap this I was hounded mereilessly by
people with vested interests at the mar-
ket.”

Van der Bergh said he was unable to
take the strain of constantly living in
fear and being victimised at his work-
place and eventually resigned in 1992.
He says he has been'unable to gt 4 per-
manent job since,

“Because I was truthful T have lost
my home and car and now live a hand
Yo mouth existence. [ cannot believe this

has happened to me and although 1
have received a R4 000 payout from the

" Johannesburg City Coundil after [ went
to lawyers this is a mere pittance for
what I suffered.”

Van der Bergh produced for Star
Line a note from market master, Daan
Spengler, dated April 151991 in which
he wrote: “ am impressed with your
positive atfitude. Keep up the good
wark”.

But the senior market staf’s attitude
changed in 1992, according to Van der
Bergh, when he was promoted to the
floor manager’s position by the munici-
pality's Human Resoutces section, He
was respansible for diecking agents
and salesmen's stock and theft on the
floor and said he did not hesitate to
take tough action when produce could
not be accounted for.

He said he fire became unpopular
with his superios when a market em-
ployee was pu on early retirement
when he was fiund guilty of clocking
in his girlfriend’s timecard while she

o e AseMtaHuen 3

pocketing huge amounts of cash at produce halls. June Bearzi reports

TR T

Praise ... van der Bergh and Abhas
hold a letter which van der Bergh
received from the market master-
praising him for his positive atti-
tude at work,

was away on a five-day jaunt to Sun
City. The woman was fired. Van der
Bergh had given cvidence at the disdi-
plinary hearing.

According to Van der Bergh: “She
was being paid with taxpayers’ money
for not reporting for duty and the
cheating of the clock cards went on for
woeks.”

Soon after this Van der Bergh said

.
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he was warned by senior market st
loyees that they would “sort me out
or giving evidence at the hearing”.

“When Human Resources depart-
ment finally appointed me as a floor jn-
spector | was determined to do my job
as well as possible and to keep tabs on
salesmen’s stock. I made a grave mis-
take by being absohutely truthful abou
the losses on the floor and eventually
was hounded out of my job.”

Van der Bergh said the first incident

involved a salesman for one of the large
agents.
“When I checked 1 found apples
worth R6 000 missing, But the salesman
said I need not worry as his senior
knew about it. I did not accept this ex-
planation and took the matter further
When 1 checlked on another agentl
found fruit valued at R10-00p missing,

1 realised then that I had to keep a
sharp eye on things and soon I did an-
other stock check and found yet another
agent’s salesman could not account for
apples valued at R45 000,

The salesmen said the goods were
in the cold storage chambers but he
was unable to show me where, 1 also re-
ported him,

“1later found that these apples had
been stolen by the salesman, re-parked

Threats and victimisation ... Henry van der Be
they blew the whistle on corruption at the fres

produce market.

and then sent to a vegetable gellor in
Pretoria. The cash for tﬁe $ale had been
split between three people, one of
whom is a senior market employee
who still works there

Iy continwing his checking Van der
Bergh said he established another
agent’s salesman had moved R60 000
worth of fruit off the floor while yetan-
other had misappropriated “goods
worth R130 000,

Yet another salesman was stealing
crates of farmers’ produce by ordering
door inspectors to release the goods
wiﬂlom required removal permis,

“This salesman was a big punter
and was using much of this ill-gotten
cash 1o play large amounts on the hors-
es virtually every day. 1 believed the
farmers should be protected from this
type of theft and corruption.

“The knives were really out for me
when these people had to pay back the
cash for the missing poods and I was
victimised right out of my job.”

other market employees have
confirmed that they have witnessed the
theft and corruption, and were subject-
ed o harassment and victimisation

Acting Town Clerk for the Transt-
tional Metropolitan Council, Stan Verd-
et, told Star Line that Van der Bergh
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orts alleged market
erews covar - SCAIN COVETUP

A senior market employee was involved in
a coverup three years ago when fresh pro-
duce agent Chris van der Merwe did a mid-
night flit after failing to ay huge sums of
cash over to farmers for the sale of produce.

Star Line has learnt this from 2 reliable
source who claimed that “damage control”
was implemented by a senior staffer still in
the employment of the market (Star Line
has his name) who told the farmers that the
cold storage rooms had broken down and
the items had rotted.

To further conceal the theft, Star Line
was toid, a health inspector working at the
market was asked to sign documents to say
the “rotten produce” had to be destroyed.
These fraudulent destroyal notices were
used to cheat the farmers, the source said.

Klipriver farmer Manuel Calaca said he
had been aware of the wheeler dealings at
the market for some time:

“This sort of corruption has a major rip-
Ple effect because when farmers are cheated
out of payment for their produce they are
unable to pay their labourers or for other es-
sential items needed in a farming operation,

“The smaller produce farmers are the
most vuinerable and simply cannot sustain
these kinds of losses,

“Many farmers live in outlying areas
and they have no way of knowing what
happens to their produce once they have
transported it to the market. This is why
some of them are taken advantage of by
some unscrupulous agents.”

However, one former market agent,
Anton Grobler, said he worked as a sales-
man in the potato section of the fresh pro-
duce market for 15 years but was not aware
that there were widescale wheeler dealings
in this hall. He was unaware, however, of
the theft allegations made against Van der
Merwe who at the time lived in Alberton.
- B ' ' Grobier explained: “It is not easy rip off

:{Jss say their lives were devastated after  farmers in the potato section because the
; price of potatoes does not change much on a
day to day basis. Besides, we were a very
?'Jn‘ . Had resigned from the market in Octo-  close-knit group of people working in that
‘In" berl ‘;' hatrind generally knew what was going on.
f » “He subsequently initiated legal ac- “I cannot say the same about the fruit
e tiort against the Johannesburg City  and vegetable sections as there are large
" Coundl in terms of industrial labour  Auctuations in prices which offer far greater
by legislation and the case was recently  opportunities for agents and salesmen to
settled out of court. rake off some cash.”
Yo He also requested that information Market master Daan Spengler has not re-
- in their possession could be forwarded sponded to messages and a fax sent to him
Is  tothe Auditor-General’s office. for reaction to these claims.
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Off-duty policemen used to
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vielanie Sergeant
EHE rampant cargo theft at Jo-
{annesburg International Airport
has become something of 2 money-
gpinner for off-duty policemen.
- After years of theft of cargo at
the airport, a company called Spe-
cial Cargo Surveillance claims to
Have “brought down claims from
Rlmtoabout R1 000 per month”,
¢ Industries with small, high-
value imports, such as the elec-
tronics industry, have been partic-
ularly hard hit by theft. Millions of
tands worth of pricey chips and
computer systems have been
stolen on arrival at the airport.
. Special Cargo Surveillance MD
Warren Geddes, whosayshehasa
military background, claimed the
thefts had dropped to R1000 a
month “almost overnight”,
, He said the company, which
was set up five months ago, com-
prises about 10 policemen who do
surveillance while off-duty, and
e plans to employ more,

“We knew there were top peo-
ple at the airport whowere instru-
mental in the fraud, and we em-
ployed half of Johannesburg In-
ternational's police force in their

Lol
L

spare time to stop the problem —
and it’s working well,” he said.

He said that it was gazetted in
the October Government Gazette
that the policemen were allowed
to own businesses or work to earn
extra money in their spare time.

A government official said that,
as in the old Police Act, policemen
should get permission for any
work done outside work hours —
from a commander or from some-
one at a similar level. ‘

An outraged Business Equip-
ment Association executive direc-
tor Les Wood said: “We believe po-
lice have a responsibility to min-
imise airport losses and to track
down criminals involved.

“It is way beyond the bounds of
credibility that police during their
on-duty hours (and paid for by tax-
payers{ cannot minimise losses,
yet during off-duty time, they
claim they can do so for a profit.

“The customs department, po-
lice and airport authorities must
resolve the cowboy situation at Jo-
hannesburg airport and not be in-
volved in or form companies on the
sly to make some extra money in
their apare time,” Wood said.

One company which is believed

combat airport cargo crime
* bl GO,

but did not want itz name used
said: “We have had to {ake ex-
traordinary measures to bring the
cargo theft problem under control.
We are not prepared to identify
the format whicﬁ our actions are
taking, but we have seen our in-
surance claims reduced dramati-
cally over the past six months.”

The spokesman said the theft
was masterminded by “a ring com-
prising a few individuals, so it is
unwise to discuss measures taken
to stamp out the problem”,

Asgked about the cargo theft
problem, an Airport Company
spokesman said: “There are con-
trols for access points into the car-
go area, and we have started a per-
mit system which is operational at
the airport building and is being
ingtalled at the cargo area an
which should be operational in a
cougle of months.

he said that cargo operators
work on a “known-operator” prin-
ciple so access is obtained only by
people who know someone inside
the cargoareas.

Cargo accepted by cargo agents
and handling agents became their
responsibility, she said.
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Tea vmnrmmmza company
to take Manuel to court

Susan Russell = % \N\&h

A TEA packaging company is taking Trade and In-
dustry Minister Trevor Manuel to the Constitutional
Court next month over legislation which forces them
to purchase a quota of the locally grown product be-
fure they will be considered for a teaimport licence.

YNUICO, which blends and packages tea under
the name Red Label Tea for what the company de-
scribes as the “price-conscious consumer”, are chal-
lenging section 2(1)(b) of the Import and Export Con-
trol Act which stipulates that tea companies must
huy a pro rata pereentage of the local product if they
wi-h to apply for an import permit.

The company contends that implementation of
this provision in this way violates section 26(1) of the
constitution which guarantees the right to “freely en-
gage in economic activity”.

YNUICO also contends that the use of the word
“Treely” in section 26 must encompass the common
law right to do so without unlawful interference. Ac-
cording to the company, section 2(1)(b) of the Import
and Export Act unlawfully limits the right to import
goods and thus curtails the right to economic activity.

The case was referred to the Constitutional Court
from the Transvaal Provincial Division last year af-
ter YNUICO had applied for an interdict overturning
the minister’s refusal to grant an import permit un-
less itbought a pro rata percentage of local tea.

The court will be asked to firstly consider
whether, under the disputed provision of the Import
and Export Act, there has been a lawful delegation of
power Lo the minister. The second issue the court will
be asked to decide is whether the local quota require-
ment is a reasonable and justifiable limitation as en-
visaged by the Constitution.

YNUICO claims the provisions of section 2(1)(h)
do not empower the minister to impose qualifying
conditions to obtain a permit, but that any conditions
he may wish to impose must form part of the permit.

Among the reasons advanced by the minister and
his corespondents in the original court application
Justifying the implementation of a local quota re-
quirement was that 18 000 people in rural areas ben-
cfitcd from SA tea estates through employment and
ancillary benefits.

Big boost for mmvn\wom:r mmﬁmw gement

Kathryn Strachan @D uﬂ\

THE US-based Kaiser Family Founda-
tion and the University of Cape Town
have announced the creation of a major
new progremme aimed at muon_ombm
leadership and vision in SA public
health management.

To be called the Oliver Tamho Fel-
lowship in Health Leadership, this
new initiative will annually allow 20
senior-level managers in the national
and provincial health administration
to participate in an intensive 18-month
training programme.

The programme will be designed
and administered by UCT’s depart-
ment of community health in close con-
junction with the health department.

The foundation has provided an ini-
tial grant of R1,6m.

The goal of the programme is to cre-

ate an for those ear-
marked for senior ranks of gover:..
ment’s health administration.

It will not only help in the current
transition in the SA health system, but
is intended to provide an institution-
alised base for health management
and leadership development over the
long-term.

e programme will combine both
8A and international expertise to focus
on topics such as change management,
public healith financing, MEEma policy
analysis and creative problem solving.

UCT vice-chancellor Stuart Saun-
ders, said the programme would make
a significant, contribution to SA health
management.

Since the inception of the founda-
tion’s SA programme in 1987 it has
committed R110m to support efforts to
establish an equitable health system.

Woﬁoﬂ% market fraud is due this week

(}
Theo Rawan
80 7/2 ]9

THE investigation into alleged wide-
scale fraud and corruption at the Jo-
hannesburg Market was complete and
a report would be handed to Greater
Johannesburg Transitional Metropoli-
tan Council CEQ Nicky Padayachee by
Friday, the Gauteng provincial audi-
tor’s office said yesterday.

The report was expected to be made
public after Padayachee had seen it
and discussed it with his council, said
Shauket Fakie of the Gauteng provin-
cial auditor’s office.

The matter was referred to the au-
ditor-general’s office in October after
council executive committee chairman
Colin Matjila and Padayachee were
handed a document in which indepen-
dent investigator Bart Henderson re-

ported “an under-recovery of R400m in
under-the-counter cash sales”,

The auditor-general’s office in-
formed the council last week that the
investigation was progressing satisfac-
torily and that the report was expected
tobereleased on Monday this week.

Fakie said the field work had been
completed and his office was “idying
up” the report before handing it over to
Padayachee.

Padayachee was expected to report
to the auditor’s office, and if no ade-
quate steps seemed to be taken, “we
will inclnde it in our own financial re-
port in April on how things went — to
make the publicaware”, he said.

Padayachee had been phoned,
Fzkie said, and the office hoped to dis-
cusg the report with him on Friday.

“We ﬂ&.w give him time torespond.”




By ANNA Cox

Mariboro businessmen are threat-

ening to vacate their premises and

| sent them out to squatters because

they feel the Sandton Administra-

| tion is doing nothing to protect

them against increasing squatting
and crime in the area.

At a meeting to discuss securi-
ty yesterday, all of the 50 factory
owners present said they had suf-
tered multiple hijackings, mure

ders, robberies and burglaries.

[rate businessmen ’t
¢

T
One said he had been burgled 48
times in the past few years-

Gaid Mark Elders: “We are
desperate. This is becoming 2
ghost town. Hundreds of factories
Rave closed down over the past
two years. The property values in
this area are nil. You cannot give
factory space away in this area.

«] had three staff members
purdered here; had four bakkdes
stolen. | have one left and I refuse
to replace the others because they
will only getstolenagain” =

hreaLen mass exodus
19

3%15Marlboro

Nick Gonifas, who owns three
factories and employs more than
100 people, said he was on the
point of leaving Marlboro because
of the crime.

The businessmen claimed that
some factory owners who had left
the area were letting their premis-
es out to squatters.

“The Sandton Administration
has done nothing to prevent this
or stop it — they simply tumn 2
plind eve. If this carries on we will
all do the same.”
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Crime

economic
growth "

Premier believes police must be well
equipped to win against crime

By Pamela Dube
Political Reporter

CONOMIC GROWTH and crime

are synonymous with Gauteng

and if the provincial govemn-

ment fails to fight crime, the
“economic boom” so much talked
about will fail. )

That was the thrust of Gauteng Pre-
mier Tokyo Sexwale’s opening speech
of the Ganteng legislature on Friday.

Topping the provincial govern-
ment’s agenda was “controlling crime,
which threatens not only the lives and
security of the people of Gauteng, but
also economic growth and stability,”
Sexwale said.

And to successfully fight crime,
law enforcement officers should be
equipped adequatély. “It therefore
becomes imperative to not merely
regard crime as ‘Number One’ on our
agenda, but to treat crime as such in
budgetary terms.”

On the economic front, Sexwale
said the province did well:last year,
and that their mission for 1996 was to

do even better. He said his trip with a

group of business people to South East
Asian countries attracted almost R2
billion investment to Gauteng, which
consolidated growth in Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) of above 4 percent
in the province last year.

slows
G

Jost”

¢

The provincial government’s mone-
tary and fiscal policy has seen private
sector investment grow by between
nine and 16 percent during 1995, with
a capital of almost R20 billion being
brought into the province.

The pending launch of the Gauteng
Economic Development Agency in
March “will play a critical role in pro-
moting Gauteng as the economic gate-
way to South and Southem Africa”,
Sexwale said.

Sexwale, however, recognises that
the inflow of investors in the province
last year has not necessarily addressed
the question of job creation. “The
growth we have seen thus far has not
yet made a dent in the shocking unem-
ployment figures. One million people
are without work in Gauteng alone,” he
added.

He said since May 1993 only
52 000 additional jobs had been creat-
ed nationally. The gain, however, was
smaller than the loss of 420 000 jobs
during the 1989 to 1993 recession.
“This is a crisis of massive proportions
that threatens to undermine our hard-
won national gains.”

Sexwale also stated that labour
should participate in the shaping of the
economy.

“If we are to stabilise the economy,
we cannot be faced with the threat of
wild-cat strikes.”
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Report alleges corruption at Jo’burg
fresh produce market and is overdue

OHANNESBURG authorides have for
more than two weeks denied the
media access to an attorey genes-
al’s report which lawyers and politi-
cians say should be available for public
scrutiny. )

“They are in breach of the Constitution’s
guarantees of government in the sunshine”
lawyer Mr David Dison said yesterday.

The report on alleged corruption at a
city fresh produce market was first dis-
cussed by the city council on February 13
but not released to the media.

It remained secret yesterday when the
council referred it to the Office for Seri-
ous Economic Offences. Repeated
requests for a copy of the document have
been denied,

“It is a public document as far as [ am
concerned and should be made available
10 the public,” said Inn Mr Davidson, the
Democratic Party’s spokesman on jocal
government and former chairman of the
City's management committee.

“This is a matter of extreme public
importance,” he said, adding: “It is a doc-
umeni which indicates there have been
malprzctices if not fraua at the market.”

A statement by the council on Febru-
ary 13 said the report should remain con-
fidential while comment was obtained
from people and bedies named in jt.

Yesterday the council said numerons
requests for copies had been considered )

by its executive committee. e

“It was resolved that the report be -

released on request only to those individ-
uals or organisations who are entiffed to
information in terms of Section 23 of the
Constitution,” :

This decision had been taken in order
not to prejudice an independent investiga-
tion of the market, chairman of the exec-
utive committee Mr Collin Matjila said in
a statement,

Section 23 of the constitution reads:
“Every person shall have the right of
access to all information held by the state -
or any of its organs at any level of gov-
ernment in so far as such information is-
required for the exereise or protection of "
any of his or her rights

Discn said the council was interpreting
this section 1 the most restrictive way.

“They are in breach of openness,” he
satd. - Sapa.
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Market (lvort 806 to OSEO

By June BEAI'IZI

Star Lme

An Author General's report into
corruption at the Johannesburg
fresh produce market has been
handed to the Office for Serious
Ecoriomic Offences.

There has been an outery that
the authorities have failed to show
trarisparency by not releasing the
report for public scrutiny.

» .Over the last two weeks the au-
thorities have kept the report under
wraps, refusing to allow Star Line -
which helped ‘expose the corrup-
tion—or other media access.

Lawyers and politicians have
saud’ it should be made available
so thatit canbe monitored, |

\dvocate Jan Swanepoel, head

of thegloe for Sg \Qorxormc

Offences, confirmed today that the
report had been passed on to him
and that talks would be held with
the city council soon.

He refused to provide a' copy
of the report to Star Line: “We
have a secrecy Clause whick pro-
hibits us from releasing it.”

The market report was: first
discussed by the city coimcil on
February; 13 after which a state-
menf was released saying it would
remain confidential whilé com-
ment was-being obtained from:
bodies and people named in it. .

“The authorities are in breach
of the constitution’s guarantees of
government in the’ stmshine)”

“comimtihications, lawyer David

Dyson said.
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;. MORE than- i-OpOl‘s&g‘t‘igus‘aéspull_:s‘anq 164
~ymurders sWere- reported ‘last: year in“the
;. Cape Town police:distict, - hich-excludes
| .the ‘Cape’ Flatg, ‘northern “dreas and:the
i ‘,S’ozuph‘érn'f‘s"ﬁb‘urbs:(:as oy .:J,rd‘i‘-‘;:\-,i»‘! "‘.»,l" 3% o
w2 “The.district’ encompassés Atlantis,
- 'Cape * ';‘p;Wﬁ;f",Ca'mp:;_'EsB,a’y;‘ Kensington,
"' Maitland; ‘Melkbosstrand, Milnerton, Pin-
. elands, 'Sea Point, Table View, Table Bay
. harbour-‘and" Woodstock. ST S
~':"The crime figiires were supplied in par-"
" liamenit thi§ week by’ Safety and’ Seturity
Minister Sidney Mufamadi in response-to
2 Question in the national assembly. |
< .In these 'areas police dealt with 164
Tnur ers-and 107 casesof-culpable.

homicide, " o

" Reported.rapes amounted. {6 290, nearly
“one attack éach day, . o - - :
-2 Assaults.with intent to do. grievois-
~ bodily. harm totalled..1 1392 while there
were. 3.024 cases: of common. assauit,

- Police-opened 1 849 robbery ‘dockets
and investigated 24 837 thefts,

- Théhousebreaking total was“4 513, and

l;he;':e were 36 cases of vehitle hijackings.




Repo

duced a damning report on the

lack of controls and systems at.

the Johannesburg fresh produce
market.

There was a public ouicry
when the report, dated Febru-
ary 9, was presented to the
Johannesburg council but not
made public. The council re-
ferred the report to the Office for
Serious Economic Offences, and
releaged it only yesterday.

: P e .
rt damns Johan&ﬁ) g
The auditof-:gé:iéfai]‘ has pro- leged a Ri-billion 3 oduce Was

mazket and a coverup by the
eouneil, v ‘

The report portrays the mar-
ket master, his staff and agents
and producers in a very poor
light.

And the auditor-general lists

8ix pages of “irregularities and

potential weak areas” in the
market’s systoms, ‘

The auditor-generat found‘

employees did not make inde-

arkets

the market, but relied solely on fi-
gures fromn agents and producers.

Of particular concern was
“the apparent reluetance” of the
market master and his staif to
aceept responsibility on whether
the actnal quantities brought
into the market were in agree-
ment with the actual documen-
tation supplied by the agent, the
auditor-general said.

Vegetable growers have al-

pendent checks into how much

FROM PAGE 1

0Market p 3 M

2!

A confliet of interedt exasted at theé market because
agents were responsible for capturing stock details in
the market computer system, in which they had to pay
a 5% eommission on produce sales, the auditor-gener-
al found.

If producers and agents were in collusion, produc-
ers couid not only avoid the 5% commission by selling
produce outside the market system, but also avoid
levies te the control boards, which averaged out at 20

The auditor-general said the market did little “to
sanction” those agents who contravened the market
by-laws with regard to the misappropriation of other
agents’ consignments. The conduet of the market did
litile or nothing to deter the agents’ behaviour.”

The report said other weakness in the market's sys-
tems ineluded security weaknesses in the barcoding
gystem, lack of security regarding aceess to the mar-
ket's computer system, insufficient reconciliation of
documentation, and inadequate supervision,

Market management had ahdicated its responsibili-
ty relating to the checking of stock leaving the halls,
And ceriain of the market employees appeared to be
poorly {rained and supervised and did not have a clear
understanding of their responsibilities.

The report also said wholesalers were trading on
the market floor in contravention of market by-laws,
and agents were coniravening by-laws by allowing
whdlesalers to remove produce without paying for it.

The eouncil, in releasing the report, said the audi-
tor-general’s findings bad not yet been substantiated
and it was taking measures to investigate properly. It
recognised its responsibility to ensure the market was |
administered efficiently.

“Unitil all investigations are completed, the correct-
ness of any allegation or information in this report
should not be presumed,” the council said. The report
was not released earlier 3o as not to prejudice an inde-
pendent investigation, council executive commitiee
chairman Collin Matjila said earlier this week, - Sapa
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Produce market hit
by agency’s collapse

By JAMES LAMONT @ @._g) g;gi%f d H

Johannesburg — The crash of a
Pretoria-based agricultural market-
ing agency last week has ignited
speculation over the future of the
Pretoria fresh produce market in
the wake of stinging corruption
indictments against its Joharmes-
burg counterpart.

Jacaranda marketing agency, a
trader on the Pretoria fresh pro-
duce market, went into liquidation
on Thursday night after an investor
decided to withdraw his money
before an agreed redemption date,
said Piet Bothma, a director of the
company.

“An’ investor has decided to
bring an order against his money”,
which was due for repayment on
15 March, explained Bothma.

The investor's initial invest-
ment was R95 000,

However, Botha said, after
interest service over 14 months, the
owed sum was about R80 000.

Though a source in the industry
claimed that the agency was being
wound up because R15 million
had been stolen from it, Bothma
said there was no question of foul

The cotmpany, which sold farm-
ers’ produce on commission, has
had all its assets frozen and awaits
a court hearing on March 19.

Al farm produce in the
agency’s care was handed to anoth-
er agency.

Bothma explained that should
the liquidation go ahead, he would
lose everything.

(46

total loss of
the agency, which had a turnover of
R2 million a month, at R700 000.

The marketing agents’ council
had issued the liquidation order on
Thursday, said Charles Hamilton,
the deputy general manager of
Pretoria market.

He said an audit was under
way to establish the stock under
the agency’s control to make sure
no one lost any money. )

He confirmed that “problems
between the partners” had caused
one of the partmers to request the
withdrawal of his investment.

Recently, farmers have struck
out at local produce markets, mar-
keting boards and agents over high
commissions and levies, and iltegal
cash sales. They have demanded
the right to sell directly to whole-
salers and consumers.

The Johannesburg metrepolitan
council has deferred the release of a
report by the Gauteng auditor-gen-
eral into allegations of fraud,
corruption and mismanagement at
the Johannesburg fresh produce
market.

Hanviilton, however, argued that

. the Pretoria market was clean by

comparison.

He said: “We don’t have the
hassles that Johannesburg has. We
are looking very carefully at the
operations of market agents.”

“The Preforia market is being
handled with a stern hand because
of the problems with the
Joharmesburg market and we are
50 close to it,” Bothma said.
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Agriculture welcomes |
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OR(:};ANIS agritulture and Warket agents oil Sat-
urday-welcomed the auditor-general’s report on al-
leged'éorruption and mismanagement at the Johan-
nesburg Fresh Produce Market, and endorsed its
recommendations.

Theé report listed six pages of irregularities and
gotential weaknesses in the market’s gystems. It has

een referred tothe Office for Serious Economic Of
fences for investigation of %ossible criminal prose-
cutions. Tt also makes a numoer of recommendations,
from improved security to mew computer systems
and monitoring of cashiers,

Transvaal Agricultural Union president Dries
Bruwer commended the auditor-general for exposing
irregularities at the market. He criticised Johannes-
burg city authorities for not protecting farmers.

“1f o farmer has to pay for gervices, it is fair to
expect protection against corruption,” Bruwer said.

Farmers could not afford to appoint staff at mar-
kets $o look after their interests. They depended on
the ability and honesty of market masters and
agents, he said. ‘

Institute of Market Agents of SA. (Imasa) Johan-
nesburg branch chairman Mike Loutfie paid agents
were an integral part of the free market system and
implementation of the report’s recommendations
would ensure a better-managed and more efficient
market. “Imasa believes the recommendations made
by the auditor-general are sound and in the interests
of all'parties involved in, or served by, the market

' Lt

gystern,” he said, —Sapa.




Fraud: Amounting to ;about Rl-
million 'a day is continuing un-

" abaisdiat the Johannesburg fresh
\ produfg market while the {ireater

| Johartiespurg Transitional Metro:

an auditor-general’s teport that

“tholomew. Henderson claimed at
the Weekend. S
" TA'support of his claims of un-

Star'was shown yét mote illicit

[}

-possessiori which were made out
by market agerits on Saturday
. moming, This system is used by,
agents and Wwholegalers on 'the

iy, v

T
"

politns, Council is!investigating.

exposes sériotis flaws in the mar;,
Ket, fraud investigator Bar’..

abated fraud at the market The -

cash’ sales slips.iii Henderson's

e e . . —
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‘Market e ‘contining pabpies”

» marketqudl)éo circumvent the
* computerised financial system.
_“What more evidence do they
‘need before they take urgent steps
‘to. prevent further losses?3l-pro-

-, vided them with evidetie of

fraud at the:pskesin April last
' yeat and the TMC also haddetails
of fraud provided by, a former
- employee almost two years ago.”
" TheRl-million estimate of the
+. fraud comimitted daily tiesin with
-thie April report’ handed. to the
TMC in which Hehderson said
agents were skimming off about
 R400-millionayear. .. -
Evidence suggests. that' the
TMC, which receives a 5% com-
« mission on all legitimately record-
- ed sales on the market floor, could
" belosing up to R20-million a year.

X
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Council accuSed of fraud

coverup at {produ

Investigator says audltor-general s report only showed

tip of iceberg regarding wheeler-dealing and profiteering

By June BEAIm
Star Line

e Greater Johannesburg
Transitional Metropolitan
Council has been accused of

covering up the vast extent of
fraud and corruption at the Johan-
nesburg Fresh Produce Market.
This new twist to the market
scandal comes after last week's re-
port by the auditor-general con-
firming the existence of wide-
spread irregularities in cash sales.
He also slammed market master
Daan Spengler and his staff for not
performing their duties adequately.
Market aritics, including fraud
investigator Bartholomew Hen-
derson and Independent Vege-
table Growers’ Association chair-
man Johnny Gonsalves, say the
report has scratched only the tip of
the iceberg regarding wheeler-deal-
ing and profiteering at the market.
Henderson said yesterday the
failure of the council's internal au-
dit department to pass on several
docdments had severely compro-
. mised the auditor-general’s ability
to carry out a proper investigation.
The only market agent fingered

—_———- .

in the mport is W L Osche. Yet a
report compiled by Henderson al-
most a year ago showed that many
market agents were also involved
in illicit cash deals. This informa-
tion was apparently not passed on
to the auditor-general. Henderson
is adamant that much of his evi-
dence vanished after it was left
with the council's internal audit de-
partment, which is responsible for
monitoring the market’s finances.
According to Henderson, other
documents brought to council offi-
cials’ attention would have shown
how agents manipulated the mar-
ket's computerised financial system
to cover stock shortfalls. These oc-
curred because of the huge volume
of under-the-table cash transactions,

As a result of this manipulation by
agents, farmers and the council
had been losing millions of rands,
He explained: “The council was
first made aware of corruption and
theft 22 months ago when a former
market i r spoke out. In
April last year Ibrought the matter
to the attention of the council, but
officials neglected to act until Star
Line focused on the market. Now
several more millions have been
lost by the continued activities of
crocked agents, and the council
has had fo pay more than R70 000
to auditors Ernst & Young for in-
formation that it received Erom me
free of charge several months ago.”
Gonsalves said yesterday: “The
farmers will not rest until all the
corruption at the market has been
uncovered. The auditor-general’s
report focused only on one aspect
of the fraud, illegal cash sales. Far-
mers want to know which agents
have skimmed off funds, how they
did it and how much was stolen.
Asrecently as Saturday, Star Line
received more evidence that illicit
cash sales are still taking place, Ina
, the counil said further al-
Iegaﬁons would be probed property.
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Farmers claim agents
‘destroyed’ produce

before
By J ?’g

In the ongoing Johannes-
burg fresh produce market
scandal several angry far-
mers claim they were dealt
severe financial blows be-
cause they were being sys-
tematically ripped off by
crooked market agents.

In yet another devel-
opment, a man who has
given Star Line informa-
tion about theft and cor-
ruption at the market has

§ Threats
| of
' violence

one into hiding as he says

e has been targeted by
“tough guys” threatening
him with violence if he con-
finues to talk to the
press.

A source with inside
information about the
market has explained
how certain agents run
their theft rackets by
telling unsuspecting
farmers that their goods
have been “destroyed”.

According o the
source: “1 have watched
these agents taking crates
of top class produce and

disguising it by piling rot-

ten fruit and vegetables

on top. They call in an in-
or who writes out a
destroyal. note. Once the
agents have their *proof’
that the goods have been
destroyed they re-pack
the produce and sell it as
their owi. This way they
g fortune and the
poor farmer gets nothing
but a fraudulently ob-
tained destroyal note.”.

A Vryburg farmer 1e-
lated haw he was recently
cheated out of 3 100 boxes
of tomatoes by a large Jo-
hannesburg agent and
only discovered the theft
tl;alrfugh a chance phone

The Johannesbwrg ag-
ent had told the shocked
farmer that the entire fom-
ato consi
destroyed as the produce
was rotten.

The farmer later dis-
covered that the agent

it again
RJ3[46

had sold the tomatoes to a

Durban agent and
pocke&dﬂ%gncash

Groot Marico farmers
Hennie and Gail Smith
described a similar experi-
ence and said they initial-
ly got absolutely no sup-
port from the market's
management when they
complained that agents
were consistently claim-
ing that their good quality
produce "had been de-
stroyed”.

M the beginning I
thought it was strange
that my one-day-old cab-
bages were being de-
stroyed. I told the market
management that none of
my produce should be de-
stroyed until [ had exam-
ined it or given them per-

"Despite  this, the
agent continued to tell me
he had destroyed consign-
ments of longlife toma-
toes as well as fantastic

quality boerepampoen

which can be stored for at
least one year.

1 demanded an expla-

nation or proof that the

had been destroyed

but nothing was forth-

coming,
She says market mas-

Severe
financial
losses

ter Daan Spengler only
last week agreed to pay-
her out for some of the
missing produce.

“Spengler knew all
along about our problems
but only took action be-
cause of the pressure from
Star Line's S

Six weeks ago former
market secutity officer
Henry van der Bergh, re-
lated to Star Line how cer-
tain agents were stealing
huge amounts of produce
and ing the cash.

When he told the mar-
kets management Van
der Bergh said he was
forced out of his job by
victimisation and terror-
tactics.




Councﬂ may allow suburb,_s
to be fenced off for security

BY Anna Cox

A draft policy on secure neighbouthoods
which includes the ternporary fencing off
of suburbs and allows access control
points has been formulated and is to be
considered by the Eastern Metropolitan
Substructure as a matter'of urgency.

The report was drafted by the Sand-
ton administration’s department of urban
planning and development in consulta-
tion with officials from other depart-
mments in response to the many requests
received from residents for security mea-
sures in their neighbourhoods,

Numerous requests were received fol-
lowing the closure of certain streets in
Hurlingham Manor, Extension 5.

EMSS acting chief executive officer
Chris Schmidt said security measires
would not include the walling off of sub-
urbs, Incorrect press reports wrongly cre-
ated the impression that the Sandfon ad-
ministration approved the erection of
walls around the suburb, he said.

‘=‘Tenf1 orary road closures were agreed
toafthe r:equest of Hurlingham Manor to

KMo

ab ().
reducj ‘-’ra!—runnjng” (racing through the
suburb to avoid main roads) and as a
means of making the area less attractive
to criminals. All the costs of the closures
and the erection of the créisH barriers were
bome by the community, said Schmidt,

Reports have shown that this, com-
bined with the hiring of a private security
company which uses golf carts to patrol
the area, has cut the crime rate by 45%.

" “The council is aware of the pubiic’s
frustration with the fact that no proposals
can be considered without a policy deci-
sion, but it is vital that these measures not
be implemented on an ad hoc basis,

“Tt should be planned with the SA Po-
lice Services in such a way as to assist the
police to combat crime and operate effec-
tively. Emergency services must also be
involved with the planning of the mea-
sures o be taken to allow for prompt re-
sponse to emergency situations,” he said.

No one would be permitted t5 erect
control points or closures without council
approval and any installation of this na-
ture will be removed, said Schmidt.
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-~ Theo Rawana

AT LEAST six suburbs in Johan-
nesburg’s Eastern Metropolitan
sub-structure had applied for
security measures, which includ-
ed tem orary fencing of their
owing access control, the
iub-structure said yesterday.
Spokesman Dalene van Wyk
aid a number of suburbs had
.nade security requests after the
closure of certain streets in
Hurlingham Manor Extension 5.

Suburbs apply for se

ment department.
ubstrutare acting CEQ Chris
Schmidt said the security meas-
ures would not include the
walling-off of suburbs.

The report would be considered
by, among others, the urban de-
velopment, local technical ser-
vices and public safety commit-
tees before policy recommenda-
tions were made to the sub-
structure's executive committee.

Meanwhile a security company
reported a 45% drop in crime at

velo

Van Wyk refused toname the sub- Hurlingham and (lenadrienne,
urhs, but a local newspaper said thanks toits golf cart patrols.
Petervale vated. for road closures Paramedic Security CE Barry
aftera rmed attacks, -, Blyth..paid- ﬁterday crime had
' Thesub was considér- 7, been cut b local security
hg a cy on secure neigh-  patrols as and Glen-
ourh -jn a report adrenne tumed to private polic-
~awn 4 ﬁy the! Sandton admin- “Crime has_been virtually

‘tration’s urban planning and de-

h ved in the suburbs since the

&u')nyﬂt q ures

On the pros ect of the concept
being rephcate in other suburbs,
Van Wyk said: “That is why we are
looking at policy on security.”

Blyth gaid: “A strong security
presence is an effective deterrent

8. In effect we are tak-
ing over the beat from the police,
and we have proved our Cute
Carts are a highly effective way to
do it. They allow our security of-
ficers to drive at a speed that
allows them to pay attention to
what is happening around them.”

The Cute Carts had been

atrolling the two suburbs in 12-
our shifts for the cﬁast eight
weeks. The carts, which were also
being used for market regearch,
had proved the theory that if any
method decreased the erime rate,
it should be used.
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Province calls

crime summgt

New Mpumalanga anti-crime
boss outlines campaign

By Themba Molefe
Political Correspondent

PUMALANGA’S fight
against crime has
begun in earnest
with a major sum-
mit involving government,
busmess, police and the public
being planned for next week.

Newly appointed
Mpumalanga anti-crime task
group coordinator Maxwell
Nemadzivhanani said full
details of the summit would be
released on Monday, when the
province’s crime awareness
week begins.

“

‘People policing’
Nemadzwhananl said the cam-

. paigniwould include the distri-

buticn of pamphlets at schools,
the erection of roadblocks and
the introduction of “people
policing” — in which residents
will be encouraged to look out
for and report crimes.

“The public must put its

. gloves'on and fight the scourge

of crime. Investor confidence

is at its lowest ebb in
Mpumalanga because of esca-
lating crime which should now
come to a halt” said
Nemadzivhanani.

Anti-crime measurers to be
implemented after the intended
summit will also be subject to
the intense scrutiny of various
police commissioners and
Mpumalanga MEC for safety
and security Mr Steve Mabona.

Premier Mathews Phosa is
also being consulted and
briefed, Nemadzivhanani said.

He told Sowetan: “Mpuma-
langa is a transit area for crim-
inals. It is the drug trafficking,
gun smuggling and poachers’
route. These crimes will also
be combated in the new strate-

2
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He noted that car hijacking,
armed robbery and rape remain
among the top 10 crime cate-
gories in the province.

Referring to the extent and
spread of crime in the province
he said: “New crime fighting
strategies must formulate poli-
cies to accommodate all areas.”

Nemadzivhanani, who is a
former general secretary and
still a member of the Pan
Africanist Congress, is an anti-
crime and intelligence expert
whose skills were honed dur-
ing his years in exile in Africa
and abroad.

Cooperation

He said that since his appoint-
ment last month he had
received outstanding coopera-
tion from the police commis-
sioners and generals in
Mpurmalanga.

He hoped that crime-fight-
ing in Mpumalanga would
eventually impact on national
anti-crime policy.




- Alarming increase in Gauteng
S 15[6[4

By Denex Ropney
Crirme Reportar

Violent crime in Gauteng is still
on the increase despite major po-
lice efforts to reverse the spiral of
murder and mayhem.

Crime experts yesterday re-
leased alarming stafistics for 1995
and made an urgent plea for all
major role-players to consider
maore stringent action - especially
in the granting of bail - to bring
down the crime wave.

Comparative statistics show
27 392 more cases of violent crime
last year than in 1994.

The National Crime Informa-
tion Management Centre: Gau-
teng revealed that 666 283 cases
were reported in 1995 and 638 891

WG

the previous year.

Police classify violent crimes
as murder, robbery, rape, hijack-
ing, assault, taxi violence, hostel
violence, and attacks on people in
or around their homes,

Figures for 1995 show massive
increases in truck hijacking
(125.4%), hostel violence (31,8%),
taxi violence (252%), assault
(20.2%), rape (16,5%) and passen-
ger vehicle hijacking (10,3%).

While there wasa drop of 2,3%
in Gauteng’s murder rate, the pro-
vince still recorded one-third of
the country’s murders.

last year were robbery with ag-

gravating circumstances (7%) and -

the murder of police {23,2%).

“Minor” crimes, such as shop-

é@e

I'CS

lifting and YteRt, decreased from
69209 cases in 1994 to 48 708.
W Safety and security MEC Jessie
Duarte, accompanied by provin-
cial police commissioner Sharma
Maharaj, has toured Gauteng po-
lice stations to see what they are
doing to improve efficiency.
During a visit to Duduza, near
Heidelberg, yesterday, Duarte
said police were hampered by the
sheer size of the province, the lack
of logistical support on the
ground and the uneven distribu-
4ion of polide officers in disadvan-

crime fi

" taged areas.
Other arimes on the decrease -

But Duarte stressed: “We must
concentrate on what we've got
and what to do with it, rather than
throwing money at inflating the
SAPS's size.”

R 5 ,ﬁg 4

27 392 more cases ... massive
leap in reports of murders, rob-
beries, rapes and-hijackings in
Gauteng from 1994 to 1995,

» Most-wanted bank
robbers ... Page 2
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Constable Frank van Schallowyk {21) is

E.uE,m_B:moE

“She won't even watch the news just in
case,” Van Schafikwyk says.

Both policemen agree that crime “is out
1 of conrtro}, but if we had more manpower and
71 vehicles we would be shie to control it™,
o Lack o _.Euuvnamwamwuu_wnw of backup

We all need to join hands and
fight like crazy to stop this ugly them. In the past, the majority saw them as

scourge from swallotwing us, the enemy. “Now they speak to us but they
s:ammvm_ﬁ_ﬁow._. have logt respect for us,” says Van Schalk-

w . . .a‘w.n, _?%nmﬁuhme%uﬁas%m%&
1 3 . i ) z s ey 3 Job. But in the face of far more crime than
P 4 oo R . policemen to deal with 1t, “you feel a bit help-
rime'has taken & heauy toll on the

minds and pockets of Gauteng. = if you are working yourself to a standstil”,
mﬁuﬁmgum.mﬂmﬁﬂuu?&maeﬂ ) . R §wwﬁumﬁ.9 A
i paliremen agree wo!
‘while when “someane phanes in to thank us
~even though there fs only one of thesa calls
o nine complaints™,

‘They don't feet a blanket hatred for all
criminals because, although they still have
todo thelr duty, they can’t help sympathising
with the youngster who sieals a loal of
bread.

<; “When & I8 8 more serious crime, ke

Iean and that you are not doing enough even

itiore violenoe ta face™, he says,
gngnﬁgsagﬂﬁ_ﬁ
* them, they would rather go to their superior
¥ i 3 than & police psychologist, aithough the lat-
dy 1 .u.ﬁi Jm . S ter I8 becoming more acceptable in the ser-
L o % e S - - - e - b
ul We ‘Bpend far ..wﬂsﬁﬁmgmuﬁ?ﬁowﬁwr geo this as a3 beco ..Bannm_.wvuu shouid money on
than:. fies that will be dished out to them. And the  snitch. ming e d o and o
£ mmb authorities seem to consider thelr rights - So, many of us say nothing but complain E%gﬁoﬁoﬁnﬁﬁmg

The :Euﬂ. ;onugmwmm@m
1s still dangerousiy high, especally in Johan~
nesburg’s wealthler arens “where homes are  about drugs, says Duarte, Is that merchants .
surrounded by walls and are diffeult fo  target youngsters and sell at schoala.

polics due to lack of visibility™. “Drugg are rampant in many schools but

Arcording to the MEC, child abuse is on  school authorities continue to deny it, while more important than ours.” Sggﬁnggnwnﬂg
lﬁoﬁgaﬁmﬁﬁalg% 14 and 15-year-old girls are turning to pros- Lby fh wolof,  Horowitz feels that the Government the pofice and government are. gu%%ﬁ%ggg
- dren reported in 1895. Out of 12000 report-  titution and risking their lives 1o support £eat N “eacd . needs to embark on & massive media cam- Esﬁaﬁmiﬁﬁ_g feel hig skin colour will {nhibit Him when It

ed rapes last vear, 8418 of the victims were  drug habits,” she says.

girls under 18. ‘While Johannesburg's CBD muggings are
Duarte confirms that drugs have totally down, there has been an increased number

saturated the sociefy. “Almost any drug is  of shopowners becoming viettms of armed

available including opium, cocafne, LSD, robbery and sometimes murdes

Mandrax and marifuana,” she says. Serial killers, frand, corruption, taxt vio-
In 1995 there were 2 288 reported cases  lence, people selling property thay do not &

* palgn to “win the hearts and minds of the blame, we need to help those trying to help comes to promotion becauss “when it s
f¥%v, " people” and unify them In the fight against us.
7. crime, and conquer the crime market by Emmn_&uﬁnu..aagmagsﬁ and the bast man for the job will get 11"
+ peaging to buy stolen goods, d&ngﬁggggm "They féefihat the public, while critieat,
-, He has no desire to live in ancther coun-  don’t pay my taxes for nothing®, - arenet playingthe game.
ds by - w_wn-ﬂnnwﬂnwwwhﬁ Ewmﬁuﬁ_mmnﬁmm gﬂﬂﬂpﬁ&sm:gg.%luu_wamﬁ ?ﬁwﬂﬁ%ggg
. guns, children can In average lormed poHeeman - They of don' v gireet numbers
of drug posseasiopn, which led to 2419 own to the poorest folk, vehicle theft and 1i- O 3 RIS - 5 the atreets. play sakly _underpaid, looks death fn the face dafly and  displayed outside and if the police cannot
= arrests, but this {8 just a drop in the ocean.  legal Emmigration — the list i3 horrifie, i ‘¥ - His may be the weaithier person's point  is In the froniline In the fight against crime.  find the right house, they make things easy
“There is a lot o of protectionism in the Unfortunately we cannot wish it all away. t of view but the less fortunate are equally fed  “We pay taxes too,” says Sergeant Roland  for etlminals, not us.”
drug business and not encugh policing. The  And people who fall victim to crime cannot aﬁmwgﬂﬁﬂg_m.wﬁmg up with erime. South Africanslive in a sad  Vasa (27) of the Brixton fiying aquad who The truth Is that ertme I8 taking a lot out
only solution we have i3 infiliration into the  belp being traumatised, which affects their handgun to wear sli the time,” ke A culture developed in the apartheid era. has been a policeman for five years because  of this vibrant new South African soctety and
syndieates.” coniribution to society. ‘When Horowitz was aitacked R Instead of feeling it s a civiedutytoreport s he “wanted to serve the community™. we all need to join hands and fight ke crazy
One of the most worrisome problems “Crime has stopped me being able to feel Ewmmgaa_oa@dg&»%pﬁd crime or come forward as a witness, most There have been times when he wanted  tostop this ugly seourge from swallowing us.
. Jq 5 . cL
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By Amso Twom i
Crime Reporter

. Lebanese -ambassador Charbel

. Stephan is threatening to quit the
cduntry after’being assaulted by
five armed robbers in his Lower
Houghton, Johannesburg home -
the second time jin10 days that he
has been robbed.

“It isnot safe and I am contern-
plating asking my government to
leave,” said Stephan whose
nephew Mansour Stephan was
escorting a guest to the gate at
11pm last night when the gang
struck, '

“Mansour was busy locking
the ‘gate when the men who had
beén hiding in the bushes ap-

eared and held a handgun to his
iead,” said Stephan. “They tied
his hands with wire,

“They threatened him and or-

4

dered him to take them fo the am-
bassador. I was in the bathroom
when they burst through the
door” L

% Stephan and his nephew were
assaulted by four of the men and
kicked in the face. The other rob-
ber filled a bag with household
items including a cellphone and
mobile phone.

“They kept on asking for
money and I told them 1 didn't
keep money in the house,” said
Stephan. .

They handcuffed Stephan and
hit him again when the safe was
found to be empty.

“I'have a firearm, but had no
opportunity to use it,” said
Stephan who managed to activate
the panic alarm. “They fled when
the alarm went off.”

Norwood police arrived min-
utes later and Steﬁan was taken

(8

.. Amiias_sqdof may quit after second robbery

to a local hospital arid treated be-
fore returning home, Police have
posted two guards in the
gounds. o

“Terr days ago robbers broke a
window and stole R50 000 worth
of items,” said Stephan. “I imme-
diately sent a note to foreign af-
fairs begging for protection, but
there was no reaction,

"In my country, which is small,
we have a special unit for protect-
ing embassies. It is a shame for
South Africa not to do the same,”
Stephan added.

He said other embassies, in-
cuding those of Jordan and
Kuwait, had been attacked in Pre-
toria. ‘

Stephan has been ambassador
to South Africa for four years, He
asked his nephew to join him as
he is single and “I didn't want to
be here alone”, ;

AKeuelr 20/5/7
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The Argus Correspondent

PRETORIA. - Demands for police pro-
tectior by the Lebanese Embassy, fol-
lowing {wo incidents this month, echo
calls by other members of the diplo-
matic corps.

But police said they did not have the
manpower to cope with all the requests
because so many new embassies had
recently opened.

According to international conven-
tion, host countries are obliged to pro-
vide security for diplomats.

Police said they would provide pro-

tectiofr where speeific threats existed but -

they were unableat this stage to protect
all the embassies’all the time.

Police had said there were too many
embagsies. for it to, man, explained I-

Cheng Loh, ambassador for the Republic-

corps it South Africa.

R -~

of Chinia and doyen of the diplomatic

1y

Nﬁc&\w upset, but understaffed police can’t cope

On Sunday night, Lebanon’s interim
ambassador to South Africa, Charbel
Stephan, was handcuffed and roughed
up by thugs at his residence in Houghton,
Johannesbhurg. The intruders stole about
R10 000 cash and goods.

_This followed a similar incident on

- Mdy-10 when burglars broke into the

Lebanese Embassy and stole R50 000
worth of goods. No one was arrested
after that incidents, "’ .

Mr Eoh'is researehing how-many erim- -
inalircidents havelbéen répoited by the™
hundred-odd: diplomatic missions in
South -Africg: and-expects to have-the’

ewhat uneasy-about

B &

'

‘wavé, especialljérinie™ saic

affecting diplomats and diplomatic estab-
lishments,* Mr Loh said. - .

“There are no safe areas in.the coun-
try to go to. Waterkloof Ridge (a Pretoria
suburb) used to be supposedly a safe
area. But many embassies there have
also been broken into,” P, . .

Mr Loh said inereasing numbers of
diplomatic staff were becoming victims
of violent crime, theft, muggings and
carjackings and

~‘been-hroken-into.. - " - Wﬁmm._r

Lo

“Jiist in myemibassy wevE had:five

_six'such inciden

r th ,wu.mmﬁu‘mwﬁw
said. . R

5

None of us are fillionaires #idish
. we-pretend to-live:like thiami: m&%w
Ahis'is where the p . fr:Eoh

ERHNRL S L

many -embassies hsd ;

- yésterddy that the Weekend-attack.on the
- Lebanése Embassy in Johanngés

-y

mentabdutpoliedprotection. - -

Speaking about the attack on Mr
Stephan at the weekend, Mr Loh said

police could have done Eoumacﬁﬂpﬁma.__» .

him. - . !
" He declined to comment on a state-
ment released by the Department’ of.
Foreign Affairs which said police were'.
too understaffed to provide protection

for all diplomatic missions. T

nr

glab @K

Kl 22
gravely perturbed and concerned at the
increased escalation of erime perpe-
trated against the Arab diplomatic com-
munity .:. and a lack of any actual tan-
gible measures taken to protect diplo-

-mats andpunish criminals,” the council
‘'said in.a’'statement.

-~ “National Safety-Services spokesman
‘Ray Harrald said’diplomats in South

s Africa were riot afforded the same VIP

treatment status. as ‘the president and
‘ministegs—" il
.. “We don’t provide a 24-hour service for

“Mr.Loh 1s'riegotiating with the depart _e.&Eogﬂm,wna,.mgcmmm_mm.m. but the situa-

+Sapateports-tidt-Arab diplomats.saj

frpirimaiyts

the second in 10 days, and that the South

African government’s lack of security

for &E@:mﬁm,ﬁ.?m country pertirbed  diploih

b

them. * . .
. “The Council of Arab gvmmmmnwum is
BY E

by . a1
Al A " .Mq..

*

il Lo

burg-was -

.

Spow

tion is such that if there is
: mats:can:eontact the:area or provin-

.zum,.zmn.m.mwﬂmww.%mmwwmwmamsﬂmu: Mr Har-
rald said, "

He said with the présent number of
ats’and theit families, it was not

a question. of not wanting to provide a
. service;biit a matter-of logistics,
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i PRE ORIA Police protectlon at- more
than 100 diplomatic missiong'is expeebed to
, be discussed at a high-level meetmg‘today
. The ‘méeting between Safety’and Secu-
rlty Mrmster Sydney Mufamadi and all
'fhe forergn ambassadors will be at the
Umon Buildings this afternoon,
" Ambassador I-Cheng Loh' of 'I‘alwan, the
. doyen of the dlplomatm corps in South
Africa; said Mr'Mufamadi would brief
‘}them on the government's National Crime
Prevention Strategy.

'The NCPS was launched by Deputy Pres-
ident Thabo Mbeki yesterday.,

Mr Loh said he expected some ambas—
sadors {o raise the issue of police protec-
tion at embassres with Mr Muf’amadr. v
' "“There is concern in certain quarters
about this matter,” said Mr Loh.

~:He said they would ask Mr Mufamad1 to
eon51der the possmlllty of lmkmg securlty
alarins at embassies to pohce statlons 1n
thelr areas

"The alarms were aIready l1nked to secu—
rity companies contracted by the embassies
and-linking them'to police stations would
“nof need additional police, he said.

- Today’s meetmg follows an attack on
Sunday on Lebanon’s interim ambassadpor,
Charbel Stephan ‘who was handcuffed and
roughed up by thugs at his residence in
Houghton, J ohannesburg The ‘intruders
stolé-about R10 000 in cash and goods.

‘This. followed an incident .on. May 10
when burglars broké into the Lebanese
embassy and stole R50 000 of goods, |

Other-embassies have also been broken
mto

-

e Natlonal Pohce Commrssmner George |

. Flvaz said’ yesterday if was vital that effec-
] ,tlve joint strategles bé found to, counter the
: -1mpdct of crimé on forelgn diplomats.:

- He said.it‘could not be regarded as the
'sole resporisibility of the police fo ensure

: sufficient police personnel were avallable
to provide permanent, protectlon
-, Poliée had agreed'to help:beef up secu-

¢ompany fo -protect its own head»of‘f’ ice,
Commlssmner Fivaz said. y

talks about

“thi ersarety o forergn ‘diplomats;reven “if ]

r1’cy at foreign diplomats”; homes, ,but the i
thin blue, hne was already so stretched it |
‘might havé. to. employ;a prwatq securrty, -




The Argus Correspondent
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PRETORIA. - Poljce protection at more
than 160 diplomatic missions is expected to
be discussed at g high-leve] Mmeeting today.

The meeting between Safety and Secy-
bity Minister Sydney Mufamadi and all
the foreign ambassadors will be at the
Union Buildings this afternoon,

Ambassador I-Cheng Loh of Taiwan, the
doyen of the diplomatic corps in South
Africa, said Mr Mufamadi would brief
them on the government's National Crime
Prevention Strategy.

The NCPS was launched by Deputy Pres-
ident Thabo Mbeki yesterday.

Mr Loh said he expected some ambag-
sadors to raise the issue of police protec-
tion at embassies with Mr Mufamadi,

- “There is concern in certain quarters
“about this matter,” said Mr Loh,

. He said in most countries security at
.embassies was provided by special police

’guards,

i “We realise it is not possible to do that in
South Africa beeause there are not enough
policemen,”
Mr Loh said they would ask Mr Mufama-
di to consider the possibility of dinking

{ security alarms at'embiassias to police sta.

-tions in their areas, _ ,
v + LN M

- Phe-alarms werd AHSEIY Tinked to pri-
vate security companies contracted by the

he said,
Today's meeting follows an attack on

=

| Ig 2 "’I“
Sunday on Lebanon’s iftertsi a assador,
Charbel Stephan, who wag handeuffed and
roughed up by thugs at his residence in,,
Houghton, J chamnesburg.
stole about R10 600 cash and goods.’

This followed an incident on May 10
when burglars broke into the Lebanese
embassy and stole R50 000 of goods,

Other embassies have also been bhroken
into.

National Police Commissioner George
Fivaz said yesterday it was vita] that effec-
tive joint strategies be found to counter the
impact of crime on foreign diplomais,

He said it could not be regarded as the
sole responsibility of the police to ensure
the safety of foreign diplomats, even if
sufficient police personmel were available

- to provide bermanent protection.

Police had agreed to help beef up seciz-
rity at foreign diplomats’ homes, but the
thin blue line wag already so stretched it
might have to employ a private security
tompany to protect its own head office,
Commissioner Fivaz said.

The protection of foreign diplomats “was
vital to secure investor and economic eon-
fidence in South Africa”,

- He said it was a top priority that “al] rel-

!

evant role~1glayers” become involved,

including “the diplomatic community, the

police and even the Business Against
. I"J

Crime initiative”,

embassies and linking them to,police St ;'?!Commisgioner, Fiva%said erimeé against

i

tions would not need‘any addifidnal Police, i fdreigr diflgmats had'been magnified hy

the “unprecedented increase” of diplo-
matic representation in the country.
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The intruderé‘:,‘ .
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ﬁiﬁiﬁmaté;’“bolice to talk

about Increased security
TheArgusCorrespondent #K& zg-ﬂl\}_rgl’{u?hméadi CEE)

said police would do

everything possible with limited

PRETORIA - A top level meeting ig resonrces to provide a higher Jevye]
to be held between police and the of protection for diplomats - espe-

further attacks on diplomats, He said inereased patrolling,
This wag announced yesterday at again within the limits of resources,
a briefing chaired by Safety ang would he launched ip areas with a
Cecurity Minister Sidney Mufamadi high concentration of diplomatie
and attended by more than 160 mem. missions or residences,
bers of the diplomatic corps, “But there js 1ot much we eap do
The meeting foliowed anattackon o Stop a diplomat‘ from being
4 Nember of the Lebanese diplo- mugged on Commissigner Street in
matic mission at one of the mis- Johannesburg,” he said.
sion’s residences in Johannesburg Mr I-Cheng Loh, Republie of Ching
last Sunday night, ambassador and doyen of the diplo-
Deputy Safety and Security Min- Matic corps jn South Afriea, gaiq
ister Joe Matthews to]q the Bathering- the COrps was willing to help ang
the attack could have heep a blesg- would make availahle eXperience
ing in disguige. and inf‘ormation from thejp own
“We can now do Something ahout Countries that could help the police.
providing g better Jeva] of protection No date wag set for the meeting
and security tq members ofrthe ‘but My Mufamadi sajq he wanted jt

€Comes tog deadly,” sajq Mr This wag agreed to by the large
Matthews, diplomatie ¢orps contingent,
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Diplomats demand
govt action on crime

Attacks worry envoys who feel authorities should

at least provide some patrols to help protect them

Dit{iiomats yesterday asked
e Government to fulfil
its duty to protect inter-
national representatives, their
homes and offices.

The call came after Safety and
Security Minister Sydney Mu-
famadi had briefed diplomats on
the National Crime Prevention
Strategy approved by the Cabinet

on Wednesday - days after an -

attack on Lebanese ambassador
Charbel Stephan at his residence
in Johannesburg,

The dean of the diplomatic
co?s, Chinese ambassador I-ching
Loh, poifited out to Mufamadi

(%)
that South Africa had a special
duty under international conven-
tions to protect diplomatic homes
and offices,

“Could the Government of
South Affica nave taken certain
means to implement this law and
fulfil its duty?” he asked.

I-ching said dozens of crimes
had been committed against
diplomats in the past six months.

Mufamadi. said the. Govern-
ment and diplomats had a joint
responsibility for their protection,
and appealed for co-operation on
crime prevention.

One diplomat said interna-

(A

onal fepresentatives had begun
to lose confidence in government
dealings with crime, noting that
many incidents against diplomats
went urreported.

Another diplomat appealed
for urgent preventive and deter-
rent measures to protect inter-
natonal representatives,

"We would like to see now
and then a patrol ... it should not
be too difficult,” he said.

Mufamadi said immediate
steps had been taken to'patrol
areas with a concentration of
diplomatic missions and resi-
dences. -Sapa.




v will cost an estimated R365-million, - Staff Reporter.

irf fhe textile
industry in parts of the Eastern Cape are on strike in
a protest against “starvation wages”, a statement
from the Southern African Clothing and Textile
Workers' Union said yesterday. A union official said
sorne workers were being paid as little as R48 a
week, He named nine comparies affected by the
strike and said most were Taiwanese owned. The

I p&Lial patrol for, assies - =L

! special policga hiis been set up to protect

: embassies following three burglaries in the past six

' months. Minister of Safety and Security Sydney -
Mufamadi said there had been a burglary at the
Swiss embassy in Claremont, Cape Town, during
which valuables including a string of pearls and
two pairs of earrings were stolen. In break-ins at

the Lebanese embassy in Norwood, Johannesburg,
burglars netted goods and cash totalling more than
R200000. - OwrrCorrespondent, - - /&~ -+ e
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By KURT SWART

Saturation policing around Johan-
nesburg’s erime-plagued CBD will
ensure the area becomes a flour-
ishing haven of peace and gecurity.

An intensively pairolled “safety

lung” is to be established, where
citizens. and. tourists can interact
In an altractive and safe environ-
nent, says Gauteng Safety and
Security MEC Jessie Duarte.

The “vision document” envisag-

ing a crime-free CBD was an-

nounced at a press conference by

Duarte and provineia! Police Com-

missioner Sharma Maharaj, .
“The safety-lung policy initia-

ive is an integral component of the

ministry’s broad vision to reduce -

the level of erime in ihe CBD to
improve economic growth and
development,” said Duarte.

The coneept, seen as an inte- -«

gral part of CBD redevelopment,

will extend from Marshall Street
behind the Carlton Centre to Park I

Station in the north, and from
Sauer Street in the west to Von
Wielligh Street in the east.

It would entail dividing the city
into blocks and creating “sectora]
policing”, installing closed-cireuit
television monitoring, inereasing
police visibility with motoreycle
and foot patrols, intensifying tour-
ist policing, and designating areas
for hawkers,

Said Duarte: “This would lead
to the reduction of crimes such ag
mugging, car thefi and taxi vio-
lence, and would enhance social
and economie life,”

Dugrte announced that all Gau-
teng legislature buildings, hospi-

°|

tals and schools would be pro-
claimed gun-free zones. The cost of
gun safes was being investigated
and the poliey would be implerment-
ed as soon as possible, she said,
“The essence of a gun-free
vision is to restrict the carrying of
firearms and so reduce the. poten-

" tial of violent crime, In the past gix

months Gauteng has seen a dra-
matic inerease in serious crime.

-Thig’ inclitdes housghreaking, and

the e of firearms in housebreak-
ing has increased so much it has

betomeialmast the norm.”
¢ » Eeonomically motivated crimes
suoh” as:burglary had also in-
creased, - ‘Gauteng is averflowing
with 18- to 35-year-olds who can-
nof find jobs. These people are the
main.perpetrators and are often
recriited by gangs and syndicates.

“We' ,,havegaf‘grmed a technical
Implications commitiee, which is
nol just another committee, It is

different. This is an implementing

committee, monitoring how each

ant crime

zrz.[l;[‘]fa

(z¢)

depariment puts the plan into
action, and the successes and
weeaknesses,

“Who are we arresting? Mainly
young black males between 18 and
85. I think this is an alarming sia-
tistic. The issue is economie devel-
opment.”

Crime statistics for 1995 were
announced and showed .an in-
crease from 1994’s 638891 ineci-
dents in Gauteng to 666 283.

Among “serious erinies” there
was a 2,3% decrease to 5519 in
murders, but there were alarming
inereases in robbery (11356 to
15985 ~ 40,5%), rape (10672 to
12443 - 16,5%) and car hijacking
(702810 B748 - 10%). . ..

Part of the ministry's pro-
grammé aetion was the safety lung

concept, which, said deputy direc-

tor for policy Sylvester Rakgoadi,
would form part of the transforma-
tion of the city.

The CBD had undergone enor-
mous change and in the past four
Yyears had been characterised by a
sharp decline, with businesses
moving to the northern suburbs,

‘A major change is that the
largest groups of consumers now
come from black communities in
the southern, western and eastern
sectors of the metropolitan area,
rather than from the northern sec-
tor which supports the Sandton
and Randburg CBDs,” said Rak-
goadi.

Quality of life had declined and
the overall increase in crime had
created a threatening perception
of the city, )
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investment. The CBD remains the economic heartland
‘of the region, particularly in terms of shopping,
entertainment and cultural facililies for most of the
population.” . .

Rakgoadi seid the plan involved creating more
pedestrian space for people to interact, including pub-
lic markets, and creating a pedestrian plaza by closing
some roads to public transport. .

wThe most affected will be the minibus taxi industry.
Routes for taxis would be confined to the periphery of
the eity. Discussion. with the taxi industry will ensue
and & public participation programime would he
embarked upon to solicit views of passengers and the
genefal publie. This will serve to popularise the.safer-
‘cify coneept.” : S

The saiety lung concept would involve & widé range
of “relevant stakeholder groups”, This would also
entail an inclusive and iransparent proeess involving
relevant government departments and civil society. . o

“The Johannesburg Stock Exchange wanied:to
move from the, city, but our plan, which wilk-be: imple~:
mented in stages, has kept them here.” T

Police tourist offices had already been erected and
tourists could use policemen as their-guides. Sectoral
policing will be introduced next month, along. with
motorcyele dnd foot patrols.

Duarte thanked the business sector for responding
to governiment, initiatives, OK Bazaar Group had com-
mitted itself 16, installing the monitoring camerasin the
CBD, SA Brewéries had donated motoreycles for sec-
toral policing, BMW, had obfained 100 high-powered
vehicles for the highway patrol, and Liberty Life would
sponsor entréprencurial centres for youths. ‘
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Tourists
abducted:
SA crime in

oiéfg@l}s

Own Comespondent Q ’ qb

JOHANNESBUR ~ The inter-
national focus on Sout,h African
crime intensified again after the
dramatic hijacking and subse-
quent disappearance of three
tourists, believed to be British.

The men had hired an airport
shuttle microbus to take them
from Johannesburg Internationai
Airport to their Sandton hotel
late on Thursday night. Police
have been unable to establish
any trace of the men - or their
identities - since they were
hijacked by five armed men a
short while later in the northern
suburb of Marlboro.

The driver was thrown from
the vehicle during the incident.
He recalled vesterday how the
men had appeared “terrified” as
they were driven away.

He reported the incident to the
police, sparking an all-night
search centred on Alexandra
township. Police reinforcements
were brought out from as far as
the Vaal Triangle and Pretoria to
assist. A search helicopter was
also used.

Yesterday morning about 11am
police found the empty silver-
grey metallic microbus hidden
off the road between shacks in
Alexandra after an anonymous
tip-off. Residents in the sur-
rounding shacks said they had
no idea when or how the bus had
got there.

Despite of the manhunt that
swept through the township until
late yesterday, police had last
night yet to establish the where-
abouts or identities of the three
men. It is understood they were
still searching airline records for
any information that could

H To page 4, see picture
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JOHANNESBUR - The inter-
national focus on Sout}l African
erime intensified again after the
dramatic hijacking and subse-
quent disappearance of three
{ourists, believed to be British.

The men had hired an airport
shuttle microbus to take them
from Johannesburg International
Airport to their Sandton hotel
late on Thursday night. Police
have been unable to establish
any trace of the men - or their
identities - since they were
hijacked by five armed men a
short while later in the northern
suburb of Marlboro.

The driver was thrown from
the vehicle during the incident.
He recalled yesterday how the
men had appeared “terrified” as
they were driven away.

He reported the incident to the
police, sparking an all-night
search centred on Alexandra
township. Police reinforcements
were brought out from as far as
the Vaal Triangle and Preforia to
assist. A search helicopter was
also used.

Yesterday morning about 11am
police found the empty silver-
grey metallic microbus hidden
off the road between shacks in
Alexandra after an anonymous
tip-off. Residents in the sur-
rounding shacks said they had
no idea when or how the bus had
got there,

Despite of the manhunt that
swept through the township until
late yesterday, police had last
night yet to establish the where-
abouts or identities of the three
men. It is understood they were
still searching airline records for
any information that could

}, B To page 4, see picture
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olice praised for

s R L action against gang

upw
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GAUTENG saféty and security C \Jessie Duarte
on Saturday commended the police for preventative
steps taken to combat drug dealing and gangsterism,
jn the Pretoria “coloured” township of Eersterus.

Duarte said there had been 15 arrests since a plan
to reduce unacceptably high levels of drug- and gang-
related crime went into operation in Eersterus on
August 8, Police reports indicated there had been no
shooting incidents since the plan was setin motion.

High police vehicle density, patrols, mobile road-
blocks, cordons, searches and close monitoring of pos-
sible flashpoints were among steps being taken.

Safety and security ministry officials whowentto =
monitor the situation on Saturday aftermoon were
told by police the plan involved close co-operation ¢
between interested parties, including the Eersterus
police station, the community policing forum, the muo,
lice public order, murder and robbery units and the
area’s police dog unit.

Pretoria police spokesman Capt Dave Harrington
confirmed the operation was a sequel to a recent in-
cident in Eersterus in which two people were shot
dead and a third wounded.

The two dead people had earlier informed police =¥
that a gang member facing a double murder charge v
was breaking bail conditions. They were shot after
. : the man facing the murder charges was rearrested.

. . Three suspects were arrested for shooting the two
Gauteng supporters of People Against Gangsterism and Drugs (Pagad) march to the Lenasia police station people. All those involved were believed to be mem-

yesterday, accompanied by alarge contingentof police. Pagad said the march was intended to encourage people bers of the same gang.
to become police reservists and should also serveasa warning to drug dealers. Picture: GARTH LUMLEY The next day a heavy police contingent was moved
into Eersterus to ensure calm. —Sapa. T
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By JACQUI REEVES

“Residents of Laudium, near
. Pretoria, plan tomarch on
druglords” homes this after-
noon but are determined that
-10 blood will be shed in their
campaign.

The Laudium-based People
againgt Crime and Drugs
{(Pacad) is worlds apart from .
the’ Cape Town  vigilante
group People against Gangs
. @nd Drugs (Pagad), according

“~

' teacher Carim AHj,

residents fo
asked not to
and I will personally
this is carried out.”

' He said the march was a
protest by all the people of
Laudium. )

Muslim, Hindu and Christ-
ian prayers would be said dur-
ing the march. - :

Gauteng Premier Tokyo

to group co-ordinator and
see that
“We are using the group
to mobilise the community
against drug dealers and to
make the problems widely
recognised,” he said.

Pacad supporters will
march from the civie centre
to the homes of druglords,
and Alli is determined the
event will iake place without
any trouble. CoL

“Our members have beén -

yesterday and told fem that
although he understcod the
anger of the communities, he

marc

weapons,

Z Sexwale met- Muslim leaders -

h on a_mw. lords

could not condone people taks
ing the law into their own

“There is a need for us -

tounderstand how communi-
ties can come together to be

part of the National  Crime

Prevention Strategy without
taking the law into their own
Hﬁg -u-

. He -called- on ‘people.to
come together as eommuni-’

ties and work with law
enforcement agencies,

More than 1000 support-
ers of Pagad marched on the
Durban City Hall yesterday to.
hand over a -memorandum
demanding that corruption in
the police and justice and cor-
Tectional services be rooted
out.

Angd ihey also warned the
Minister of Justice, Dullah

. Omar, not 16 prosecute people

who 100k the law into their
own hands,
. M See Page 9




By Mokgadi Pela

SENIOR Katlehong
police officer has reit-
erated his commitment
- to ending crime in the
“East Rand township and thereby
improving the quality of life of
- residents,

“We intend dealing a mortal -

blow to crime through our proac-
tive policing unit using the
Broken Window strategy.”
Senior Superintendent Phillip
Mokoena told Sowetan in an
interview yesterday.

According to criminologists,
the theory says the repair of a
single broken window in a build-
ing will deter further abuse of
the building.

If left unrepaired, however,
virtually every window in the
structure will eventually be
smashed.
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Early repair of broken windows
saves the whole building

“The untarnished truth is that
crime in Katlehong and else-
where is assuming unprecedent-
ed levels and has to be addressed
immediatély.

“From now on we are pre-
pared to handle all types of crime
with the same Seriousness.
Tolerating public disorder creates
a street environment that intimi-
dates law-abiding people and
opens the way for more serious
crimes.”

Strategies police will use in
Katlehong include:

@ Getting illegal arms off the
streets.

® Breaking the cycle of
domestic violence.

® Reducing thefts and

hijackings of vehicles.

® Cracking down on petty
offenders.

@ Driving the drug dealers
out of the township.

@ Curbing the youth vio-
lence and crime in schools and
on the streets.

@ Rooting out corruption
within the South African Police
Services and;

@ Increasing levels of safety
and security through improved
quality of life.

If people committing petty
crimes are left unpunished, this
will create an atmosphere of tol-
erance for disorder and soon
rapists, burglars and drug dealers
will flourish.




Teens ‘responsible for man hijackings’
pon: ’18 ’%f y hijacking

peborah Fine

| TEENAGERS, some as young &8
15, carried out a large percentage
of car hijackings in Gauteng, sus-
gended Brixton murder and rob-
ery unit head Supt Charles
f,andman told the Rand Supreme
Court yesterday.
He was testifying at the trial of
Zulo Nota, 18, and a 17-year-old
boy charged with fatally shooting

Johannesburg doctor Stephen Pon
during 2 hijacking at the Johan-
nesburg Hospital last year.
Gauteng special anti-hijacking
unit head Sen Supt David van Vu-

aren said it was possible that

crime syndicates were recruifing
youths to carry out hijackings be-
cause juvenile offenders were less
likely to be imprisoned or receive

stiff jail senteCnces, on account of

their youth. 2g )
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PRETORIA. - The Landium based organisation
People Against Crime and Drugs (Pacad) has
distanced itself from the Western Cape’s Peo-
ple Against Gangs and Drugs (Pagad) after
inflammatery statements made by the Cape
Town body this week.

Pacad chairman K K Kurtha said Pagad
was misguided in warning investors to steer
clear of South Africa, and that the statements
could negatively affect much needed tourism.

<% believe that the statements were made
with a Iot of heated emotion rather than con-
sidered thoughts,” Mr Kurtha said. .

“We cannot afford to frighten off potential

anti-crime group

25, 9dds with Pagag
drug lords last s.mmwmQ. _% aN supporters e problems in our comm N.W&SV if they con-

investors when we so desperately need them (o
help create jobs and encourage economic
growth. If there were more jobs available,
there would be less of a need for members of
our communities to turn to drug dealing to
raise money,” he said.

Mr Kurtha said that as far as relations
beiween the two organisations stood, the only
link was their common goal to rid their com-
munities of criminal elements, more specifi-
cally, drug dealers.

“We identify with Pagad’s cause, and share
their frustration at the lack of effective police
action, but we do not agree with their methods
or their militant attitudes,” Mr Kurtha said.

But despite their attempts {o ensure a peace-
ful march to the Landium homes of alleged

battled to keep their tempers in check once
they came face-to-face with the dealers.

Scuffles broke out between members of the
Laudium community and residents of White
Blocks, a suburh notorious for its drug dealers,
when Pacad members threatened to “come
back and kil}” drug dealers.

Mr Kurtha said the threats emanated from
heated emotions rather than specific intent on
the part of Pacad, but did hint that vigilante-
style action was not out of the question.

Posiers held by Pacad supporiers at the
march read: “Dealers stop selling drugs, or
else.” When questioned, Mr Kurtha said they
could mean “anything and everything”.

“We will exhaust all legal means of solving

tinue to leave us unsatisfied, and the dealers
still dealing, we will then have to consider dif-
ferent strategies,” Mr Kurtha said.

But Mr Kurtha re-affirmed Pacad’s com-
mitmenti to work through legal procedures.

He added a common error made by South
Africans was to associate only Muslims with
both Pagad and Pacad. “People must realise that
we are community organisations that have cho-
sen to speak out against crime and drugs, and
that we have members from all sections of the
community supporting us, not just Muslims.”

B This week Muslims in Cape Town’s prisons
claimed they were being targeted by prison
gangs as supporters of Pagad, purely on the
srounds of their religious affiliations.




By EDDIE KOCH

Phola Park, on the eastern fringes of
Johannesburg, was meant to have
been a model of innovative housing
ih the early 1990s — a project to deliv-
er low-cost shelter and municipal
services to the urban poor.

A democratically elected de-
velopment commitice spent a year
designing a township that would
include not only cheap houses, but
also well-lit streets, running sewer-
age, clinics, schools, a police station
and proper refuse removal services.
State funding was secured.

Then, on the day the model con-
tract was due to be signed with the
developers, a gang of residents
armed with assault rifles arrived at a
shack that served as the Phola Park
development commitiee office, kick-
ed down the door and shot two of its
occupants dead.

Surviving members of the com-
mittee were hounded out of the set-
tlement, many of them hunted down
and killed in the weeks that followed.
The assassins were from a criminal
gang who used the shantytown to
store stolen vehicles and contraband
snatehed in armed robberies in the
wealthy areas of the cify.

“The experience made us realise
that for the criminal underground,
development is anathema,” says
Julian Baskin, & planner who
worked for the progressive non-gov-
ernmental organisation, Planact,
which spearheaded the project.

“The seli-defence units in Fhola
Park kepi the police out of the area.
There were no street lights or proper
institutions of civic government. And
to change all of this with an effective
development project, would .have
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CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE: While attempts are being made to improve th

squatter camps, criminal elements want things to stay as they are

verished settlement on the edges of
¢civil society — not the dreamt-of sym-
bol of post-apartheid urban planning
but & grim example of how South
Afriea’s spiralling wave of eriminal
violence is deterring development.
The eauses of the crime epidemic
are complex. They relate to the mas-
sive legacy of inequality created by
‘apartheid, the lagk of legitimacy that
jcan Police Serviece has

taken away the -conditions that inHerited; Biits past role as en-

organised erime thrived on.""
Phola, Park remains an impo-

“foreer of apartheid, and a grab-it-
while-ybu-can attitude among white-

collar eriminals over fears that the
new Government will take away the
privileges whiies enjoyed under
apartheid.

Some officials in the Safety and
Security Ministry say there is evi-
dence that old “securocrats” in the
police service are deliberately un-
enthusiastic about their johs be-
cause they realise that crime is the
single factor that could unsedt the
new ANC-led Government in the next
round of national elections in 1999.

Crime has also had a big impact

E}

e lot of millions who live in
PHOTOGRAPH: MYKEL NICOLAOU

on social development programmes.
Linda Vergnani, who heads the
communication depariment of the
Independent Development Trust, an
NGO that runs large public works
programmes in rural South Africa,
says: “In many areas, we used gov-
ernment-allocated funds to build
schools. But we found that every-
thing would go missing from the site
and the project would be paralysed.
“The way we solved this problem
was to get the localeivic organisa-
tions involved in,policing. The com-

munity elected these huge ‘mamas’
to guard the premises at night and
ever sinee, work has been able to
proceed.”

A land reform programme, enti-
tling families who were evicted from
their land during the apartheid era
to a basic restitution grant of
R15 000 each, is similarly threat-
ened by crime. People are reluctant
to Invest this money in produective
farming activities because of fears
that without proper policing in the
rural areas, it is just a question of
time before someone will come and
steal their goats or the hoe.

But despite all ihis, foreign
investment has continued to rise,
contributing a net capital inflow
that exeeeded R30-hillion between
July 1994 and February 1996.

But economists are guick to
point out that much of this was job-
less investment in the stock ex-
change and that there is a clear
reluctance among foreign investors
1o build new plants until the levels of
violence have subsided.

An inguiry commission set up in
the early 1990s into the eauses of
eivil violenee that racked the East
Rand - where Phola Park is located
— found there was a eatch-22 syn-
drome.

“Development has to be deliver-
ed to climinate the socio-economic
{riggers of violence; but the delivery
of development itself offen iriggers
more violence,” the Goldstone Com-
mission reported in 19893,

With 46% of South Africans list-
ing crime before unempleyment,
housing and education as a national
problem, that conundrum encapsu-
jates a daunting new challenge for
the. Government at the close of a
decades-long struggle to bring free- |
dgmi-and economic justice. — Sapa-
Panos-IPS
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Death of soccer star Doctor Khumalo's father in hijacking ‘the last straw’ after series of murders

By Gosa Nomovu
AND Wixe Masipn

he murder during a car hi-

I jacking of a former high-

profile soccer star, who was

the father of internationat player

Doctor Khumalo, has been fol-

lowed by Gauteng Safety and Se-

curity MEC Jessie Duarte calling

an urgent meeting with top police

officers to discuss the rising crime
wave, .

Duarte said last night, hours
after the killing of Eliakim “Pro”
Khumalo (56), that crime in the
province had reached crisis pro-
portions and it demanded deci-
sive steps. Representatives of the
army, intelligence services and the
provincial justice department are
expected to attend today’s sum-
mit meeting.

The decis l;lécf‘llows the mur-
ders of several high-profile peaple
in the province inclu%jng Kl:fz.;na
lo and top German businessman
Erich Ellmer. There was an assas-
sination attempt yesterday on
leading hagse tréireer David Fer-
raris and,ﬁ week, an attatk on
the home of Constitutional Court
president Mr Justice Chaskalson.

And countrywide this week
five palicemen have been killed -
the latest being two-detective-
sergeants in Soshanguve -who

were attached to the Pretoria car |

theft unit {see report on Page 5).
This moming, police were

confident of making arrests in

connection with the murders of
detective-sergeants Richard
Khosa and Midkael Baloyi, who

were gunned down on Tuesday K

afternoon outside a house in
Soshanguve, north of Pretoria, in
what is believed to be a taxi-war
related killing,

Khumalo, a former Kaizer .
Chiefs and Moroka Swallows stal-

wart, diedat Baragwanath Hospi-
tal after he was shot from behind
when four unknown men accost-
ed him in Orlando East, Soweto,
late on Tuesday.

The men fled the scene in his
VW Jetta. A woman was arrested
later in Hillbrow when she was
found driving a vehicle fitting the
description of Khumalo's car. She
is expected to appear in court
SOOon.

Hundreds of family members
and friends gathered at Khuma-
lo’s home in Spruitview near Ger-
miston last night to comfort his
widow, Mabel.

Amid the grief, the family are
awaiting the arrival of Doctor

Khumalo from the Umm%tates

today. '

Ag the only son, custom de- .

mands that he be involved in

Lifelong friend and co-player -
Benny “Goodman” Maseko strug- -
gled with tears as he-recalled me-
mories of their playing together.

The two met as juniors in the
fourth team and eventuaily

making decisions, including thé” worked their way into-the pride

funeral details.

ile, said she was not certain what

' of Moroka Swallows,
Khumalo's only daughter, Rik-™

“I amn: still dizzy and confused.

I'know he is dead but I just can’t

time her younger brother would  believe it yet,” Maseko said.

arrive!

Gauteng MEC for Spott, Re-

. "
creation, Arts and Culture Peter
Skhosana, along with hundreds of
other people, sent’ his condo-
lences, at the same time condemn-

ing the crime situation.
Soccer personalities were in

shock. Chiefs’ managing director
Kaizer Motaung déscribed Khu-
malo as “a ﬁerfgdgenﬂeman who
would not hurt a fly”,

BIn Cape Town police have
launched a new initiative to have

suspects convicted on
gang-related crime It
a minimum of five ye

Western Cape Cc
Leon Wessels said th
part of a broader po
aimed at breaking t
hold gangsters and ¢
had on the communit

He said the police
talks with the justice
tional services depart
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Lifelong friend and co-player
Benny “Goodman” Maseke strug-
gled w:th tears as herecalled me-
mories of their playing together.

The two met as funiors in the
fourth team and eventually
worked their way into the pride
of Moroka Swallows.

“l am stilt dizzy and confused.
I'know he is dead but I just can’t
believe it yet,” Maseko said.

Gauteng MEC for Sport, Re-

rf. vom

cuaatlon, Arts and Culture Peter
Skhosana, along with huridreds of
other people, sent' his condo-
lences, at the same time condemn-
ing the crime situation. ™
Soccer personalities were in
shock. Chiefs’ managing djrector
Kaizer Motal,mg described Khu-
malo as * gentleman who
would not utt a fly”,
Min Cape Town police have
launched a new initiative to have

suspects convicted on any drug or
gang-related crime locked up for
aminimumn of five years.

Western Cape Commissioner
Leon Wessels said the move was
part of a broader police stra
aimed at breaking the stran
hold gangsters and drug dealers
had on the community.

He said the police would hold
talks with the justice and correc-
tional services departments to en-

Family
portrait ...
Eliakim
uPI’O.
Khumalo
with his
son,
Bafana
Bafana
midfielder
Doctor
Khumalo.
Eliakim
Khumalo
was shot

hijackers
in Orlando

graph was
taken from
the family
album

sure that suspects convicted on
any drug or gang-related charge
faced a minimum sentence of five
years in prison.

Wessels also announced that a
team of 19 crack detectives from
rohoe headquarters in Pretoria,
ed Dmector Willem Minnaar,
had arrived in Cape Town to su
port local police in their fight '
against druglords, ganggsters and
corruption in the police force,



By Pamela Dube,
Rafig Robhan and Sapa

HE fight against crime took on
a new dimension in Gauteng
and surrounding areas this

week with the launch of
Operation Anvil, a combined police,
army and air force offensive led by
former Angolan war veterans.

Since Tuesday police units backed
up by the army have been flown in air
force helicopters to crime hotspots in
a major clampdown on criminals. *

In the forefront of a force of more
than 1 000 is Colonel Buks Pieterse,
formerly second-in-command of the
feared and now disbanded 32
Battalion, and Colonel Thinus du Toit,
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uaruunnmwﬁm forward air command
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Air Force operations into Angola,
Pieterse, now senior staff officer ..

operations, Witwatersrand army com-,
mand, told a media briefing at
Dootnkop military base yesterday that

the three-day operation, due to end
today, was a proactive curb on crime
in & wide area, including central
Johannesburg, Soweto, the East Rand,
West Rand and Vaal Friangle,

He said they were using ¢lassical
army tactics of mobility and m:nwnv.m
to fight criminals.

Small police units backed up by

the army were being flown to crime _

hot spots throughout the province to

| mwm\w_\wm @ .

sonnel were involved in the opération. -

In three months of similar com- -
bined operations elsewhere, the air
force had been involved in mo?mum 70 -
crimes in which R1,9 mitlion in stolen
goods had been recovered at a cost of
R151 000 flying hours.

Meanwhile the crime wave seems
to be shifting from ordinary citizens
to leading persomalitiecs in the
province, Gautehg MEC for safety ™
and security Mrs Jessie Duarte said
after a meeting with area commission-
ers.

set up roadblotks and.seaxch-operaz,;... . ..On. Tuesday soccer mmnmonm_:w

tions.
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cef m_E. Uonsn Khumalo, was w_m&
- by car hijackers in Soweto.

Last énaw German businessman
: Erich Ellmer ‘was shot dead at his
- home and -on Tueiday top horse rac-
Em trainer Ms Pavid Ferraris was

attapked **Mafia-style leaving his

home. These events, coupled with
reports of housebreaking into the
homes of Constitutional Court presi-
dent Mi~Arthur Justice Chaskalson
and Gauteng MEC for public works
, Mr Paul Mashatile in the past few
“ weeks, “surely indicate there is a
" trend here”, Duarte said.

She was convinced that high-pro-
file murders and attacks were con-
fected to calls for disinvestment.

“Pro” Khilitiald® Fither GF 862" = “Of course we have no proof that
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this is a deliberate attempt to scare off
inivestors, but it just raises questions
about the motives,” she said.

She insisted, however, that violent
crime was on the decline. Puarte
blamed the media for negative public-
ity, saying “the media always give the
impression that the police are not
arresting the situation”.

In the Western Cape, dozens of
religious leaders were called to
Parliament yesterday by the African
National Congress to an unprecedent-
ed debate with President Nelson
Mandela and Safety and Security
Minister Sydney Mufamadi and
Justice Minister Dullah Omar in the
face of the crime crisis in the
province.
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Pagad slams 'Gautengs

‘soft tactlcg.

JOHANNESBURG. - Cape Town-based Peo-
ple against Gangsterism and Drugs (Pagad)
chief co-ordinator Farouk Jaffer has hit
out at the tacties used by organisers of
today’s proposed anti-drug march in the
Johannesburg suburb of Bosmont, calling
them ineffective.

He alsc lashed out at the poor support a
meeting to discuss the march received from
the community. He said he went to the
meetmg because he had read astory about
rape in the ared.

#That is why I actually wént to the meet-
mg, after readlng the story I wanted to see
bW the commumty would react. If I were a
parent living ifi the area and had read that
shocking story, then I would definitely
make a point of going to the meeting, or
fifiding out if 'any meeting was being

. planned,” he said.

Jaffer was referring to a report in the
Star newspaper. It said that one in three
girls attending high school in the neigh-
bouring areas of Westbury and Corona-
tionville were likely to be, raped by school
mates on gangs. ‘

- *But“the support the commumty gaVe
the me_etlpg was a disgrace, and judging by

Jn drug war

that, the march could be a total failure.

In Cape Town, we never get léss than
2 000 people at meetings of this nature,” he
said.

The planned march takes place in the
West Rand suburb today, with the main
focus to highlight the drug problem in the
area.

“] am very disappointed, this type of
action will achieve nothing, you must take
the direct route and confront the problem
head on, that is what we did in Cape Town.”

“The only way to get results is to take the
police to the drug lord’s house and hand
over a memorandum, Give him 24 hours to

’stop business, and then take appropriate

actlon » Jaffer said.
Around 80 people turned up at the meet-

‘ing that was held in a school hall in Bos-

mont on Tuesday night and Jaffer’s appear-

. ance caught everyone by surprise.
* His attendance also seemed to leave

some of the organisers in a difficult position,
as they had iried to play down Jaffer’s
approach to the matter, and did not want
today’s march to be assomated with Pagad
“You have to be militant, people in this
area are sure to be left behind,” Jaffer
said.
" “But there seems to be no strategy for
today’s march.”
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Crime threatens sma}ll businesses 1n Soweto

 (3€)
By BonGiwe MLANCEN
The crime rate in Soweto is threat-
ening the jobs of residents em-
ployed by small businesses, some
of which have been forced to close
shop.

A businesswoman, who want-
ed to be identified only as Zeni,
said that after her bread business
was robbed more than four times,
twice at gunpoint, she decided to
abandon it.

1 feared for the lives of my
employees and decided this was
not worth it” she said, adding
that all the robberies had occurred
in one month, crippling her finan-
clally.

AAow

. release of
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She said criminals were mak-
ing it difficult for Sowetans to
open businesses, create new jobs
and develop themselves.

Despite attempts by police fo
curb crime in the area, a feeling
of helplessness has gripped the
small-business sector.

One businessman said that
although some attacks were re-
ported, most business 'oWners
were disappointed by the quick
e assailants.-

Thugs have also hindered the
success of a brick-making project
started by Twilight Youth Centre
for Soweto's unemployed youth
after four armed youngsters shot
at the project co-ordinator during

an attempted robbery.

Lucas Mogwerane said he was
attacked outside the brickyard by
four youngsters who pointed
guns at him and demanded his
car ke{ls and money. Mogwerane
was shot in the chest during a
fight with the robbers, but is re-
covering,

“] am very disappointed be-
cause “this' means 'we can no
Jonger be free in our owWn brick-
yard and township. This could
also mean an end to the jobs cre-
ated for these youngsters.”

Police confirmed the attack
and added that all cases reported
by small businesses were being
investigated. .




an Robertson, the Safety and

Security Secretariat’'s policy

director, says introducing civil-
I ians to the South African Police
Service in the form of the secretariat
has made it more representative and
accountable.

“In the past, internal investiga-
tions were exactly that: police inves-
tigating police.

“ “Now we have a more balanced
structure that can monitor, evaluate
and improve conditions along with
the SAPS,” he says.

One of the first and most success-
ful projects initiated by the Safety
and Security Department is the
“safety lung” programme in the
CBD.

The pilot project’s progress will
be monitored and expanded once
crime is under control within the
“safety lung” area.

Robertson says the plan is to

*+* egoncentrate on visibility of security

staff, creating a sense of safety and
security. “Having highlighted prob-
lem areas, we use undercover
officers to monitor and observe
criminal activity in the area and tar-
get possible crime

While the SA Police Service
constantly receives criticism for
not doing enough to protect
the people of Johannesburg,
the problem has been shown
to be not so much a lack of
manpower, but rather a lack of
efficiency and management.
JACQUI REEVES investigates
the problem

course to improve his com-
munication skills,” Robertson
says.

“Although we are a long way
from this, this is the direction
in which we are aiming.”

Another group that has
adopted this policy is the secu-
rity team of the Ceniral Johan-
nesburg Partnership, a busi-
ness-sponsored body that is
working to redevelop the city.

C.JP guards patrol the areas
known as the central business
improvement district and the
south-western improvement
district, and know most of the
shopkeepers in both areas.

They are each allocated a
sector o monitor and follow a
beat which is altered every few
weeks.

CJP business improvement
district manager Franco An-

drebne”says“kecurity staff are

constanitly irying to oufwit
criminals.

“We cannot keep the same
routes because the criminals
watch us and plot our courses.
When we iden-

growth areas.”

tify  potential

Police gather intel- 012 policeman problem areas
ligence by posing as developed such a or areas with
hawkers or vagrants, good relationship criminal  ele-

keeping an eye on

ments, we can

suspects. with .wg\ﬁmm@mﬁw often get rid of
Policemen and wo- that he had keys them by increas-
men are assigned to fo gll their shops ing the mumber

patrol the CBD on

of staffl and in-

foot, hicycle and
motorbike.

Sectoral policing, which involves
dividing a precinet into seeiors to
which specific officers are assigned,
is one way the secretariat hopes fo
improve the effectiveness of these
officers.

The policy has seen considerable
success in Europe. “One policeman
developed such a good relationship
with his sector’s shopowners that he
had keys to all their shops. As most
of the shopkeepers spoke Arabie, his
station sent him on a language

timidating them
into leaving,” he says.

The CJP’s successes have
been impressive. Statistics are
recorded on a weekly basis and
are listed according to the type
of crime.

Before the partnership was
set up, an average of 27 mug-
gings were reported in the area
around the Holiday Inn Garden
Court and the Carlton Hotel
each month.

The CJP security iteam has
brought that figure down to two or

THEY PROWL THE CROWDED STREETS
the streets to Johannesburg’s citizens

Sipho Michael Nyama is among the private security guards employed to help return
PHOTOGRAPH: ANTON HAMMERL

had an effect oﬂ.m_m number of mug-
Although this beefed-up police gings, thefts and hijackings, police
and private security presence has and the CJP agree that inereased conscious of their environment. Peo-  private-Sector bodies is the way:to

three a monih. public awareness is vital.

“People have to become more

i
ple do not need to feel terrified
every time they go out into the
city, but they must also be
aware of the problems,”
Robertson says.

People travelling with their
car windows open in cily traf-
fie, with bags on passenger
seats, or talking on cellular
telephones are inviting trou-
ble, he adds.

Andreone says: “While we
would love people to be able to
walk around the sireets safely
wearing gold chains, we are
noi yet at that point, and we
can't kid ourselves that we
are. People must just be aware
of their environment.”

The CJP has 62 guards on
duty, four supervisors, two
controllers, and iwo site man-
agers controlling the improve-
ment areas.

None of the guards are
armed with guns, carrying
only handcuffs and batons.

The decision not to arm the
guards was taken largely with
public safety in mind.

“If a group want o rob a
bank and are aware that secu-
rity staff are armed, they will
come prepared with their own
weapons. This situation can
very easily endanger innocent
civilians,” Andreone says.

Working in conjunction, the
CJP and the SAPS are investi-
gating the use of closed-cireuit
television, which is used with
great success in Britain.

By keeping irack of inci-
dents within the eity, police
have identified crime trends in
ceriain areas and use specific

At 21(4 19 6

deliver results.

“Working with business and local
authorities means we can look at
more than just the eriminal, and can
address issues like city planning and
cleaning as a united effort.”

He suggests that a similar part-
nership could be forged between the
SAPS and the SANDF, using ithe
hi-tech equipment of the military.

“The defence force has technolo-
gy that was developed to fight wars,
and this crime is something like a
war. The SAPS could gain a lot from
using, for example, night-sight
equipment.” :

Projects initiated by the Greater
Johannesburg Transiiional Metro-
politan Council’s inner city develop-
ment forum have led to improve-
mentis in street lighting, roads and
pedestrian areas.

Police and the C.JP believe demar-
cation of taxi rouwles and informal
trading areas will also help the city
to become more organised, more
user-friendly and easier to police.

‘While the CJP’s guards are trained
io cope with dangerous situations
and make swiit arrests, they are a
far cry from the siony-faced bouncers
one sees outside nightclubs.

They attend city information
tours and can help visitors or locals
bewildered by the big city.

They will also accompany people
to antomatic telier machines if
either they or clients believe this is
necessary.

Although the CJP and police
claim many victories in the fight to
reclaim the eity from the clutches of
the criminals, both admit that the
fight is far from over.

Andreone says: ‘Johannesburg
must be allowed to become the

policing “Mowm uoémﬁcnmm of south-
niques to de . ern Africa.
with them. By keeping track of “We are beating

Hijackings %Zncidents, the SAPS  the criminals in rela-

£l

o sty Soemtre, 1118 tdentifled crime  {RW Shel sreas
* trends and is able to ’

but do happen in

areas are expanding

areas that have employ specific and we will succeed.”
easy access t0 policing techniques The CJP, which

major roads and

was established in

freeways. This

has helped police {0 narrow

the areas needing patrols.
Busy pedestrian routes to

shopping centres and malls of-

fer easy pickings for muggers,

-and are especially monitored

A

*during lunchtime, when office

sworkers visit shops and
‘regtaurants. .

.+ Robertson believes crime
reanpnot be bealen by police

along; and says the new trend

towards forming partnerships with

+ A

1991, has targeted
public safety, inner cily housing,
informal tirading, transportation,
marketing, retail and urban develop-
ment as focus areas.

Much of its work is done in con-
junetion with existing initiatives and
developments, especially community
policing and local government
forums.

The CJP hopes to expand the two
improvement districts in time.

However, it says businesses with-
in or bordering the current blocks
can still join. Ch
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Serious crime
has nosedived,
say police @

Stow #lio[gb -

Operation Urban Strike a huge

success, say upbeat officers

By
....... AP
‘erious cime in Johannesburg
‘and Soweto is. reported to
fhave dropped dramatically
since®the launch of Operation
UrbaiyStrike a month ago and po-
lice say it will drop even lower.
They; have claimed that notori-
ous-gang hotspot Westbury, Jo-
harifiesburg, experienced ifs first
crimié-free week last week as a re-
sult of police action.
More than 2 000 people have
been™arrested " during the anti-

crime drive so far, but police em-.

phasise that the success of the op-
eration follows increased police

visibility, which acts as a strong -

operation was launched. ..

Briefing Gauteng Police Com-
missiorier Sharma Maharaj this
week, lodalstation commissioners
reported. -decliriés in’_priority
crirtibs 6f betieen30 and 60%.

“Wé méét” every Wednesday
with all the station commission-
ers, ag-well: 4s commanders of
speciatised units. They supply us
with feedback as well as their
plans for the coming week.

“We discuss the problem areas
and we task certain specialised
units depending on the problem,”
Maharaj said at a meefing in
Braamfontein on Wednesday.

“Increased police visibility has
been the single most effective de-
terrent, as well as the choppers,”

deterrent to criminals. " Maharaj said, adding his office

ﬁor’r’tﬁ?éS road- {) U was monifor-
blocks have been : 6 L. ing other areas
setaéup in and ee . . sugrrounding
around Johannes- TR " Johannesburg
bu.rg + since the . Other ‘\ SEUNES anc}’ Soweto.
beginning of last prov.nc.es‘ i Other po-

month and more

lice commis-

thari '290 000 cars, havg seen -

sioners,  espe-

87 437 people arid

1027pemiseshave . @I IRCYEASE@

been searched.

dally iri the
Free State,
North  West

This has result-
ed ih the recovery
of ‘four stolen
trucks, 57 stolen vehicles, 44
handguns and various other
stolen items, including hi-fis, tele-
vision sets, video machines, jew-
ellety and cellular telephones,
said: police spokesman Superin-
tendent Alta Stapelberg, .

Quantities of dagga, cocaine
and‘ Mandrax were confiscated
and police also seized counterfeit
money, false identity documents
and false passports.

Among those arrested were six
people for murder, 12 for attempt-
ed murder, four for rape and
attempted rape, 35 for theft, 25 for
housebreaking and theft from
homes and businesses, two for
kidnapping and one for hijacking.

About 1000 extra policemen
from surrounding provinces were
deployed in the Johannesburg
and Soweto policing areas at the

beginning of September, when the

99

Province and
Northern Pro-
~ vince, have
seen an increase in serious crimes
such as hijackings,” said Maharaj.
He reiterated that the opera-
tion would not end until crime
had been brought under control.
“We need to change people’s
perceptions. We will never get rid
of crime, but we are making a dif-
ference, The levels of crime are
coming down. When and if the
1000 extra policemen go away,
our members at station level
should be able to control the situ-
ation,” Maharaj said.
Johannesburg commissioner
Frans Malherbe pointed out that
the annual police plan was in the
process of being implemented.
“This is 2 long-term solution
with police aids such as closed cir-
cuit television and watch towers
being installed. These will be
workinig effectively once the extra
men are withdrawn.”
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By LarA'SMTH

Police Conumissioner George Fivaz
has reacted with alarm to reports
in The Saturday Star that strest
crime 5 still rampantin central Jo-
hannesburg and has given Gaut-
eng, police five days to come up
with solutions.

Reports of daily muggings
and hijackings at the intersection
of Bree and Sauer streets were
“utterly unacceptable”, particit-
larly because they happened only

1

a few blocks from John Vorster
Square, one of SA’s largest police
stations, Fivaz said yesterday.

#This state of affairs indicates a
setious dysfunction in both grass-
roots crime intelligence and com-
munity policing in the Johannes-
burg city centre.”

The Saturday Star published
pictures of muggings and thefts
from vehicles during a stake-out
of the Sauer-Bree street intersection.

Fivaz said the revelations of
daylight robbery by criminals

Alarmed Fivaz wants solutions to street crime 1n city

Yy

=109
were all the more alarming be-
cause they seemed to undermine
the effectiveness of the police’s
Sword and Shield anti-crime plan.
“The Sword and Shield police
plan is based on reclaiming the
strects from criminals, especially
by identifying crime hotspots.
Failure to do this in South Africa’s
financial and economic heartland
can only reflect negatively on the
SAPS and discredit South Africa, .
internationally,” he said. "

“] have therefore already

centre |
38 )
directed Gauteng provincial com-
missioner Sharma Maharaj to per-
sona]l{mmedy this matter ... and
furnish me with proposed reme-
dial steps within five days.”
Johannesburg Commissioner
Frans Malherbe claimed crime
has dramatically decreased in
Johannesburg and Soweto since
an extra 1 000 policemen were de-
gloyedtherefor Operation Urban
trike. He said he wasunaware of
the “problem of gangs targeting
mtoristsin the city centre.

RS




Shopkeepers “crying wolf: ~
m b )
overload a stressed force™

By STUART KELLY

Police operating in the Smal Street dis-
irict in centra) Johannesburg are buck-
ling under the sheer weight of panic
alarm calls from shop-owners using the
Business Watch armed response 8ys-
tem. :

The police sergeant whose job it is to
sit in front of the computer sereen mon-
ftoring calls has {o watch the printer
churn out between 20 and 30 panic
alarms every day ~ 99% of which, he
says, are false, ‘

“Nonetheless, the deal we have with
Business Watch means that we have a
duty to get to each one - fast. Some-
where under five minutes,” said Cap-
tain Anton Jonker, officer in charge of
the Smal Street rapid reaction unit,

This means invesiing an awful
amount of time, expense and police
equipment to maintain a seeurity busi-
ness venture many shop-owners in the
area now believe they could just as well
do without.

“They came and installed a faney
system with a panie button and every-
thing,” said Raj Desai, owner of Presi-
dent. Man's' Shop in Presiderit Street.
“They also said the police would be reg-
ularly ‘patrolling the area and signing

my register-béoklet'svery day. Where °

.are they now? All the companies seem
just as bad,” he added.

Once keen on the system, police are
struggling to keep up. Already the
renowned “scrambler unit”, which
onee openly prowled the city sireets,
has been rendered obsolete, Only three
of the original 12 motoreyeles donaled
by CBD businessmen are in working
order. The rest lie rusting in the back-
yards.of the policemen who once rode
them,

Spare parts are expensive and Busi-

YL

ness Watch haven®l volunteered to pay
for them,

“Those scramblers were donaled by
businesses specifically to patrol the
inner city,” said Jonker. “Instead we had
to use them for panic calls because of
the sheer number we reccive every day.
We have between three and five men on
rapid-reaction’ duty every shift and they
now have to use whatever vehicles we
¢an commandeer.

“Because the men have to get there
fast, vehicles wear out quickly. We then
wail up to four months for another one,”
he said.

At the same time Jonker recognises
the need for a panic alarm system. The
only problem with it, he believés, is the
“ery wolf” phenomenon,

“Morale takes a dive when the offi-
cer knows he’s going 1o his tenth false
alarm of the day. His menial prepared-
ness drops and this can be dangerous.”

Testing response

In Mareh last year an officer from
his unit died on an emergency response
for this very reason. )

“Unfortunately it was the one eall
which counted,” Jonker said.

Sevetal owners openly admit to:
Pressing the buiton every few days to"
1est the'tesponse. On the day the Sat-

urday Star paid a'Visit to the control
room in Smal Street, one shop pressed
the button three times in a morning.

“That’s what we paid for” said
another shopkeeper, who was reluctant
to be named, Few care that the police
are having to do the footwork. “That
was the deal.”

But some have different stories to
tell. “We pressed i once by mistake —
nothing ever happened,” said Julian
Levin, who works in a pharmacy in Lis-
ler Building in Jeppe Street.

-
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murders a day
in Gauteng,
statistics show

S ifo)9h

(33)

One thousand women raped every

month in region while N.Province is

safest place l.;fci.live in téfij’rﬁ§: df,mu'r,der

release;'l in

rime fi

Parliament yesterday con-

firm Gauteng's status as

the crime and murder centle of+

South Africa.

Safety and Security Muuster
Sydriey Mufamadi said Gauteng
, experienced 2624 murders in the
first six months of the year, a toll

ﬁPEd only by KwaZulu Natal

where crime and’ pohtncal vio-

lence claimed 3265 lives in the
same period,

The figures show that the
monthly murder toll in Gauteng
only once dropped below 400
when 379 murders were commit-

ted in April. The worst month

was March with 515 murders.

The safest province in terms of
_murder is the Northern Province
" which suffered 323 murders in the
six-month period while the West-
ern Cape had 1554 and the East-
em Cape had, 1735. Nationaily,
there were 11698 murders from
January to June.

Ganteng leads the pack in ra) e
statistics with 6 183 rapes in
first six months, An average of
1000 women are raped in the
province each month

/ The provmoe also accounts for |
"nearlyathjrd of all

laries, © |
B Tén-of .the "11' men who dp-"|"

n peated at ‘Wednesday’s mass iden-
tity. parade at the Brixton police
station were identified by some of
the 210 hijacking victims. .

+ Superintendent Marius John-

tone of the Brixton Vehicle Theft

. Unit"said three of the men ap-
peared in the Randburg Magis-
trates’ Court yesterday to face
charges of armed robbery. .-

He said: the .thre¢ men ap-
peared inrelationto a }u]ackmgm
Sandton last month.

The case of a policeman who
was pointed ot as ahijacker by a
victim at the parade Was “passed
on to police at Fairland;; ﬁhere the
alleged hijacking took place

Johnstone . denied allégations
by  human nghts lawyer Jan
Munnik that examinations show-
ed.that eleciric shocks had been
‘administered on suspects.

& + Although no shock equipment
‘was discovered at Brixton during
a raid on Wednesday morning,
Munnik said yesterday there was

“prima facie evidence™0f torture.

Johnstone said police were
willing to have further indepen-
dent medical examinations to
show “we-have nothing to hide”.




Police have launched a blitz on
CBD crime following last week’s
exposé of muggings, robbery and
theft on the city streets.

CRAIG URQUHART reports

* ceompanied by a bodyguard, Gau-
teng MEC for Safety and Seeurity
Jessie Duarte visited the Bree and
e & Sauer street intersection this
week following the Saturday Star report
highlighting the crime-infested area.

In an atiempt to get a better understand-
ing of the situation, Duarte mingled with
shopowners and pedestrians.

Every shopkeeper she visited on Tuesday
confirmed that the area was rife with erime,
Shopkeepers spoke of ineffective and cor-
rupt policemen and of chaos and anarchy
outside their businesses — particnlarly on
Friday afternoons.

They said criminals were free to move
through the crowds on the pavements and
among cars in the sireets.

Hawkers in ihe area expressed their dis-

ilusionment with policing in the area, saying i

uniformed policemen were rarely seen.

The MEC was also approached by pedes-
trians who said they had witnessed police-
men releasing muggers they had apprehend-
ed after accepting bribes from them. Time
and time again, she heard that the infersee-

tion — one of the busiest in the country — is™

rotten with crime.
‘Duarte expressed her horror at the situa-

tiort.and promised to take immediate action. ..

the,allégations that plains *

Respoiiding to
clofie bl
colluding with cFimindly
continue with her efforis to weed out corrupt
officials. i

*We will eontinue to get rid of the rotien
policemen - I don't fake prisoners,” she
said.

" Last week’s Saturday Star report on the
crime problem and allegations of police col-
lusion with eriminals hasprovided one of the
most serious indietments of Gauteng’s police
in recent months.

Publie reaction and police response was
immediate: disillusioned city workers and
- business owners have called for comprehen-

) omm%u g in the area weresy,
IS, mw%.wmﬁ she would

LI A
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CRIMEBUSTER: Gauteng MEC for Safety and Security Jessie Duarte made a recce

to the in

tersection of Jeppe and Bree streets, which is one of the numerous arime hot-spots in the

Johannesburg city centre. While on her tour of the area, Duarte, who was accompanied by a bodyguard, spoke to shopkeepers, business people and pedestrians who told her about
the unacceptably high level of crime in the vicinity

police, and crime in the vicinity appeared to

sive action to be taken at various crime- have dropped dramatically.
ridden intersections in the Whereas gangs bla-
city cenire, . . tantly operated at the cor-
Police, who have been ‘We will continue to get  ner iast week, shopkeep-
singing their praises about  pid of rotien policemen. ers reported that they had
their effectiveness in s . ’ “gone” amid an increased
reducing criminal activity I don’t lake prisoners police presence in the
in the city, particularly - MEC for Safety and area. Yesterday, police on
under Operation Urban Seeurity Jessie Duarte horseback moved through

Strike, have undertaken

city centre streets moni-

'various damage control

measures, including refocusing on trouble-
_ spois which have eluded them.

This week, the Bree and Sauer street in-

tersection came under close serutiny from

toring the situation.

Bui the criminal gangs who iarget
motorists in their vehicles appeared to have
moved elsewhere to continue their business.

PG Autoglass assistant manager Kishore

Vallabh said the Main Sireet branch repaired
about 100 smashed windows a day — and
every driver had a tale to tell of mugging in
and around the cily centre.

Following last week’s Saturday Star
exposé, Police Commissioner George Fivaz
immediately directed Gauteng Commission-
er Sharma Maharaj to compile a report
proposing steps to fight crime in ceniral
Johannesburg.

Fivaz said the Saturday Star story in-
dicated a “serious dysfunction in grassroots
intelligence and community policing”.

“This is all the more alarming because
the Sword and Shield police plan is based on
reclaiming the sireets from criminals, espe-

cially by identifying crime hot-spois,” he
said.

Fivaz said the situation was “utterly
unaceeptable” as the intersection was only a
few blocks away from one of South Africa’s
largest police stations, John Vorster Square.

In his directive, Fivaz requested Maharaj
to personally intervene in ensuring the city’s
police properly implemented the Sword and
Shield anti-crime plan.

“It would be a tragedy if the efforts of
motivated police officials countrywide are
discredited by non-delivery in a specifie
area,” hesaid.

Tourism and foreign investment would
depend on effective policing in Gauteng and

PHOTOGRAPH: ANTON HAMMERL

failure to do so would reflect negatively on
the country’s “financial and economic heart-

At / p._\aa\ i b

Police arreste people at various
crime hol-spots this week following Fivaz's
ultimatum. Twelve people were arrested on
Tuesday and Wednesday for theft out of
motor vehicles at the corners of Market and
Joubert sireets, Rissik and Smit streets,
Wolmarans and Twist streets, and Empire
Road and the M1 off-ramp.

One man was arrested for housebreakipg
and being in possession of an unlicensed
firearm in Eloff Street on Wednesday. Afdoth-
er was arresied in Wolmarans Street after
allegedly stealing R1 600 from a pedestrian.
Two others were arrested for the possession
of an unlicensed {irearm in Quariz Sireet.
Police recovered three stolen ceilphones.

Police spokesman Director Azwinndini
Nengovhela said crime reaction unit mem-
bers were randomly patrolling all spots iden-
tified as “hives of eriminal activity” and were
not just limiting their actions to Bree and
Sauer streets. He said this was because
criminals moved to new hunting grounds
when police identified a problem area.

Surprisingly, the Saiurday Star was not
approached by the police for copies of last
week’s phoiographs which clearly showed
criminals attacking motorists at the infer-
section and could have been used o identify
and incriminate them. "

Yesterday, cily police identified the fol-
lowing intersections as the most dangerous
in Johannesburg: Bree/Sauer; Bree/West;
Jeppe/West; Jeppe/Sauer; Rissik/Albert;
Rissik/Anderson; Rissik/Market; Rissik/
Pritchard; Rissik/Wolmarans: Eloff Ext/
Village; Eloff Ext/Faraday; Simmonds/Fred-
erick; Simmonds/Village; Main/Von Wielligh;
Anderson/Von Wielligh; Mooi/Heidelbery,
Kerk/Rissik; Klein/Plein; Commissioner/
End; and Booysens/Village Main.

Despite ongving problems with contain-
ing crime in the city, Business Against Crime
(BAC} is forging ahead with several key pro-
jects to assist the Gauteng government in
combating crime, including the installation
of closed-circuit video cameras,

The cameras will be installed in the
Johannesburg CBD, and will be linked to a
central control room. They will cover hot-
spot areas, and policemen in control rooms
will be in coniact with a specialised police
serambler motoreycle squad which will be
dispatched to trouble-spots. It has heen par-
ticularly suecessful in the United Kingdom
and, closer to home, in Benoni, where a vmﬁ
project saw a 30% reduetion in CBD erime.

land” and discredit police, Another initiative in the

Fivaz said. . . pipeline will be the dona-
Fivaz received the 118 essential that tion of a large office block

_.mwom.:%omﬁmwmww and pusiness and as many in the CBDto the police

Teac avourably to it. . which will be used as bar-
“The report contains a % eople as wu D%”m. @m&m . Qu«.m racks and offices.

range of undercover and . tRvolved in fightivig “It is essential that

technical counter-mea-;:
sures io combat crime,’

crime in this country’

business and as many
people as possible are

specifically in this area.:
Unfortunately, due to the mature of street
crime, 1 am unable to dividge them yet, as
this will warn suspeets and merely displace
them to other areas,” he said.

o involved in fighting crime
because, if we don’t resolve erime in this
country, {hen we won't have a society in
which ‘weiean live and raise our children,”
said BACChairman Wendy Lucas-Buil
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Business Watch, too, seen to be failing - and overhaul is recommended

wm_oo-.- sets off m_m-.-: _.m__m over policing in n_.m nw_u

&20) %) fhovidlolas
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x AR .... [ngtalling  the panle became more of & reactive than & plalned to the police commissioner )
X wi] alarms, made healthy pro-active service, parilyduetothe  {hat policing had disappeared in 4
profits al the expense of panic button system. “These are  the CBD and the pollee scramblers ]
pelicemen in the ares, perceptions that Business Watchis  were no longer seen. He saidasub-  * .
This week, theJohan-  looking after people who can afford  sequent investigation by police ...... m

u.
Ny .ﬁoEdmmEaBom.mmBBEBuﬁ . management services |
i Ter o7 &~ responding to false alarms, Subse-  to m&ﬁan&gg Eaary
b:mmmuaﬁ Ragapﬂn?“‘ quently, police are neglecting ordi-  and make recommen- |%,% 4 ¢
and - Eegégﬁcapwm dations. co . S
mismanagement of fonds - ‘pre- « panie alarms, making this method Area Commisston-
venting them maamqﬁnq&ow.w.. of polieing urconstitutional er Frans Malherbe

bating crime fn the J +iThe geperal-feeling is that said yesterday his jff nesburg Policing Forum  the butions - 1f this [9 the case, [  tried to Iny the biame on the panle - %
aagﬁhiuaw% Eﬂ?aﬂmuuw_ﬁmgaﬁ&g office refected the ; unanimously resolved o will serap that system immediately  alarm system but gave no reason «,M.
aginst the SAPS and the Business  deceived aver e purpose of the  report He conceded it  request the BAPS to halt “The Business Watch system why wisible policing had stopped. .ﬂ.m uw
Watch system. - donations, conlributions to the had highlighted many " f monitoring and respond-  slarted in Jobannesburg and is “It is lndlerous fo blame the s £k
A damning report leaked to the  Business Watch, the EE_BFM of policing problems he | ] Ingtoalarmsinstalledby endorsed by police In every major  panic button system for the demise .. m
Salurday Star calins Business moforcyeles.efs, . was already aware ol [, * A5 private companies, + metropolitan centre. The last thing  of policing in the CBD. The gystem ¥ 3
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understaffed sad underpald police- . :gmsga.ﬂsmga ond report. Direclor police P responding &7 - i Men respond to the system ouf ~ 472
men are being badly managed. ..~ be promoted- by -atfending to Marlus Penning, who ; to panje buttons was pre- 3 Successes of the hundreds who are.supposed . .37
Provincial inspectorate director | alarms. The privale security com- I8 preparing the pew |8 +f venting the community Morrls Maram, maneger of io pairol the CBD. With correct V
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begun an investigation design a panic n system for | n gystem that was fanlty, but
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After initia} successes, Maram  demise of visihle policing fn the
said, the siteation changed dra- CBD, they are putting blame on the
matically early this year when Bﬁﬁggﬁmgﬁuﬁmg o
police visihility became almostnon-  in the CBD in recent years.” e
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for organised crime — expert

An American security specialist says international syndicates are ﬁ:m Aids virus
of the modern state and pose a threat to national security’ (%8) S cholq b K
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Denex Roonxy
| Crime Reporter

v h&gmmvﬁm‘ one of the
, world’s emerging dities, is
tipe for exploitation by so-
ﬁMOﬁ?menwnmn_ g:m_..mwan&
5 organised crime syndicates, says
a top international crime
8%8&8-. Phil E@mﬂgﬂrmgm
an Institute for Defence Policy
seminar at Midrand yesterday
that transnational crime organi-
sations were the Aids virus of the
modem state.
He said they posed more of a

threat to national security than to

mgn%mmumbﬂm_ Systems.

“These organisations are all
geared iowards making money

. and, as a result, they tend to use

the (finandial) system to their ad-
vantage,” he said.

Williams, director of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh’s Ridgway
Centre for International Security
Studies, added that organised
crime and money laundering
would flourish in “weak” states
that either could not control crim-
inal activities or chose not to.

According to Williams, the

organisations, which are struc-
tured as a network and not

hierarchically, are difficult to infil- *
trate and eliminate. Originally

parasitic and predatory, they
eventually develop a symbiotic
u&mnogmwv sﬂr%m

For example, in Z_mmﬁm and
Columbia, organised erime and
the state organs have become so
entwined that outsiders find it
difficult to see where legal and il-
legal structures begin and end.

Johannesburg, Cape Town
and Durban were identified as
ideal breeding grounds for

transnational crime.
The development of global
cities, where there is a concentra-

«tHon of financial power and a so-

phisticated infrastructure, facili-
tates criminal contact between
organisations, which are not lim-
ited by national' borders, trade
tariffs or laws.

Worrisome trends included
the growing sophistication of
these groups in infiltrating finan-
cial and state structures, the in-
crease of global crime alliances
and the corruptibility of weak-
ened states, said Williams.

i T

) T ey
t



By CRAIG URQUHAﬂM

Three weeks after the Saturday
Star exposed how criminals
operated freely at intersections
in the city centre, pelice say they
are beginning to win the battle
at Johannesburg’s crime hot-
spots.

However, the fight is far from
over and there are still reports of
attacks on motorists and pedes-
trians at the notorious Bree and
Sauer intersection.

In the week following the re-
port, law and order finally re-
turned to the area which had
seen hundreds of incidents of
petty and violent erime this year.

Police reinforcements — uni-
formed and undercover — were
sent into the area and shopkeep-
ers, hawkers and pedestrians
breathed a sigh of relief.

Over the past two weeks,
however, there have been indica-
tions that criminals are irying to
regain control of one of their
favourite hunting grounds.

On Tuesday afternoch an
unidentified motorist chased
two men who had climbed into
his vehicle at the Bree-Sauer
interseciion. He was unable to
apprehend the men, who failed
to steal anything.

Not fast enough

On Wednesday evening,
Joanne Kruis, a member of the
ANC's Gauteng parliamentary
caucus, was walting for the ro-
bots to change on Sauer Street
when her passenger window
was shattered.

“I know this intersection is
notorious, so I purposely stop-
ped in the middle lane. I didn’t
see a thing - he came from
nowhere and my only reaction
was to accelerate away” she
said.

However, Kruis was not fast
enough to prevent her assailant
from removing her handbag.
which contained R50 and her
“life story”. Her birth certificate,
identity document, house keys
and cheque book were probably
tossed into the nearest bin.

“Thig is ridiculous. Does Jo-
hannesburg have to be vacated
by 5.30pm every day because
everyone is so intimidated?” she
asked.

‘When the Saturday Star ac-
companied members of the rob-
bery reaction unit on Thursday,
there were undercover police-
men operating in the area who
were resgponsible for a spectacu-
lar arrest following the killing of
a taxi driver ai the Bree Street
taxi rank.

After hearing gunfire, the
policemen apprehended two su-
spects at the corner of Jeppe
and West streets. A stolen police
firearm with the serial number
filed away was also recovered.

AT

3%

Pollce say that le crime
figures are way down in the city
and they have identified and
tackled other hotspots since the
Saturday Star’s initial report, a
shortage of personnel is prevent-
ing them from stamping oul
crime altogether.

“We are in a situation of eri-
sis control — I cannot. pretend
that everything is okay” said
area commissioner Frans Mal-
herbe. He said the moratorium
on the recruitment of new mem-
bers into the service -- effective
since 1994 — had seen the num-
ber of policemen working in the
city drop to 24% below the re-
commended quota.

“We're not happy bul we
realise that there is a lack of
funds from the Government at
the moment.”

However, Malherbe said he
was confident that the morato-
rium would be reversied and he
would be able to forge ahead
with plans to wipe out criminal
activity in the city.

Cameras

These include the installation
of hi-tech closed-circuit televi-
sion cameras in the eity - inelud-
ing the Bree-Sauer intersection
— the erection of observation
points, lookout towers and plat-
forms in hlgh-denmtw areas, and
the transfer of senior policemen
to actively combat crime.

The robbery reaction unit
has closely menitored the Bree-
Sauer intersection in recent
weeks and claims there are uni-
formed and undercover po-
licemen patrolling thie area.

The unit, which consists of 40
undercover policemen, has ar-
rested 72 suspects in the ecity
over the past threc weeks for
crimes including murder, at-
tempted murder, 1heft out of
motor vehicles and possession of
unlicensed firearms.

[nspector Gary Davies, sec-
ond in command of the unit, said
one of the problems of tackling
the so-called smash and grab
crimes, where motorists are tar-
geted in their cars, is that many
of the eulprits are tinors. When
they are arrested, they claim
they are working for adulis and
they invariably end up back on
the streets.

Davies said it was Imperative
that motorists keep their doors
locked and windows closed
when driving in town to deter all
the *“cellphone and necklace”
thieves.

Meanwhile, despite their re-
cent successes, many policemen
say morale remains low in the
SAPS, mainly because the ser-
viee is shortstaffed.

As a trained and experienced
policeman, Constable Ruben
Dhlamini is stuck under 8 moun-
tain of peperwork: in an office at

LOOKING FOR GUNS: Mermbers of the robbery reactlon umt searched a H|Ilbrow apartment on Thursday after recelvmg a report that
unlicensed firearms were being sold. Accompanied by uniformed members of the SAPS, they thoroughly searched the flat, and an

outside courtyard, but came away empty-handed

John Vorster Square.

“I want to fight crime, I want
to be on the streets, but they say
they can’t afford to let me go,"
Dhlamini said.

He added there were many
other gualified policemen at the

station who were tied down by
mundane paperwork and pre-
vented from actively combating
crime,

“The answer is to gei civi-
lians off the streets to do this
work for us and let the police-

men do thelr job properly,” he
sald.

One officer, who requested
anonymity, said there was a
small minority of “eriminal”
policemen in the service who
were frusirating their efforts to

PHOTOGRAPH: NAASHON ZALK

combat crime and ruining
the reputation for the entire
SAPS.

“We know who they are, We
know where and how they oper-
ate, but we just haven't been
able to catch them,” he said.
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Youth held
after_expc_)sé
on crime ée

ity centre=)
zblio]ab-
Police this week ‘arrested a
youth photographed in the Sat-
urday Star’s recent exposé of
criminal activity at the corner of
Bree and Sauer streets.

The man is being held in eus-
tody and will appear iz court on
Monday.

And in another development
on Thnrsday, police stationed in
the area in response to the Sat-
urday Star's exposé arrested a
man minutes after shots were
fired at the Bree Street taxi
rank,

Undercover members of the |

robbery reaction unit heard
gunshots at the taxi rank and,
after calling in reinforcements,
chased a group of men who had
just been involved in the killing
of taxi driver Elliot Msibi,

Within five minutes, 14 police
vehicles were at the scene and a
police helicopter was circling
overhead.

While the entire area was
cordoned off, the robbery re-
action unit members caught up
with the suspected hitman a
block away, at the corner of
Jeppe and West streets,

The man was arrested along
with the driver of & getaway car,
and they will both appear in
court on Monday. )

Three weeks ago the Satur-
day Star exposed how crimi-
nals operated freely at intersec-
tions in the CBD. Lo

In the week following the
report, some semblance of law
and order returned to the area
after police, fiooded the area.
ﬁin;?e then, regular patrols by

iformed police have resulted

in 2 substantial drop in eriminal
activity, .
- -SAPS._spokesman Brigadier
Frans Malherbe reported last
night that three arrests had
been made this week,

Police say they are starting
to win the war against crime.

Over the past two weeks,
however, there have heen indi-
cations that criminals were try-
Ing to.regain control of one of
their favourite hunting grounds
in the CBD.

- SEEPAGES8 . -




Pretoria feeling pinch

By Derek RoomiEy
Crime Reporter

Crime in Johannesburg is declin-
ing, due largely to the influx of
olicemen from other provinces
for Operation Urban Strike - but
Egoli residents’ good fortune has
turned out to be far from good for
their provincial neighbours north
of the Jukskei River.
The latest police statistics

show Pretoria is increasingly feel-
ing the pinch of crime as syndi-
cates move north.

Comparative statistics for Pre-
toria show that serious crime in-
creased by more than 10% from
September to October, which has
restilted in an announcement that
specialised operations will be in
place over the festive season.

The increase in serious crime
statistics is in sharp contrast with

statistics for other Gauteng re-
gions, which show an average de-
cline in erime of 11% over the past
few months.

In Pretoria, however, crimes
such as burglaries (residential and
business) and vehicle theft have
shown an alarming increase over
the past two months.

The police tracing unit for the
area, supported by a newly estab-
lished burglary assistance team,

as crime declines in Johannesburg

have arrested more than 70 sus-
pects in the past two weeks.
Pretoria area commissioner
Corrie Naudé said: “We did take a
knock in September and October,
but even with the slight increase in
aime, Pretoria is still safer than Jo-
hannesburg,” He added thiere had
been a significant overall decline
between January andOctober in
priority crimes such “as murder,
rape, hijacking and burglaries.
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DP plan for. crime
busting hailed as-

“‘constructive’ by

government

MonpL Maunmyn -

polr Reporter 6' L
e Democratlc s reoentfy ,

‘ reieased crime prevention sirate-,
" gy has received a thumbs up from-
- fhe-Safety and Security Depart-

ment; which said the document,
would  get’ ”pmper attention”
fmm the Government. i
Tn'a statement yesterday, Safe
ty and Secum’cy ‘Secretary Azhar

‘Cachalia said the "Wmmng the
* War?Against’ Crime”- document *,
w represented a’ constructive “dé-
', partute from the reactive and un-,"
: elpfu] way 'that the crime debate
'has been approached thus far”.,

. Ttwould b referréd to the Na--" -
tional Crime Prevention Strategy -
Team in the Safety and Security
Minister’s office for consideration.

The DP released the document
at the weekend as an alternative
to thé Government's own pohcxes
It argues for localised ‘anti-crime -
measures, the setting up of an
anti-crime fund, the confiscation
and ‘sale of criminals’ mperhes
and improvement in the “effec-
tive punishment of offenders”

Cachalia said the Government-
“particularly welcomed” the DP's
suggestion that cities and towns
becorne the focus of crime preven-
tion initiatives, He said this wasin
line with mnent govermnent

' th]l"lkln 174

e Cachahasaldhowevertl':atthe
DP's"proposals -that . Crime Pre-

* vention. Councils’ replace -Com-

munity. Policing *Forums would

.be problematic as this would
| make the police'accountable to lo-

cally elécted structures instead of

.the national- and provmcnal au-‘

thorities., .
He said the DP's emphasm on -

“effective punishment, victimi sup-

port and the need for perfor-
mance measurement.would en-
hance government initiatives.-
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£ UURRENT AFFAIRS

Cops CAN'T DO IT

@2) Fm 2 Zf KL

The latest crime statistics from Gauteng
amply illustrate the effectiveness — and
limitations — of putting more police on
the streets.

_ The deployments of an extra 1 000 po-
lice officers and nearly 500 soldiers in Jo-
hannesburg and Soweto at the begin-
ning of September brought an immediate
reduction in vehicle hijackings, armed
robberies, attacks in and around homes
and various forms of theft.

But the operation, dubbed Urban
S}r:kg, did not prevent a simultaneous
rise in murders, rapes and serious as-
saults. Indeed, the increased visibility of
the police may have contributed to the
e?ctr.aordinary rise in rape reporting as
victims are then encouraged 1o report

their ordeals to the police,

—

One may conclude from this that more
visible and vigorous policing is effective
in cutting some, but not all, crimes.

Crimes that rely on stealth or which
take place behind doors or in homes,
such as rape, murder and child abuse,
are not preventable by simply increasing
police visibility, says Gauteng police
spokesman Azwinndini Nengovhela.

Nonetheless, he says, the impressive
reductions in more public forms of crime
such as hijackings and armed robberies
indicate that raising active police deploy-
ments is indispensable to the campaign.
“Maybe this will send a message 0 the
powers that be that the moratorium on
police recruitment must be lifted.”

The 140 000-strong police service
loses about 5000 officers each year
through retirement and resignation.
Since 1994 no new recruits have been
brought in, starving the lower ranks.
There are now fewer constables than
sergeants.

The government has already agreed in
principle to lift the two-year-old morato-
rium. Safety & Security Minister Sydney
Mufamadi has asked police manage-
ment to speed up its human resources
plan that was undertaken with the amal-

gamation of the 11 homeland and other
poiice forces into one.

But even with resumption of recruit-
ment, it will take at least two years for the
new police officers to become effective.

Meanwhile, crime-weary Jjohannes-
burg residents have lost patience with
government's dithering over plans to put
more "bobbies” on the beat.

The city’s 22 police forums launched a
petition campaign last week to put pubiic
pressure on police authorities to drop the
police hiring freeze. They want more ac-
tive police and more civilians to handle
administrative duties.

According to the police’s own esti-
mates, the city's police stations are
nearly 57% understaffed, requiring a fur-
ther 2 000 officers to operate effectively.

Stations like Rosebank and Sandton
are running 80%-65% below allocated
staff levels. Rosebank is nearer 90% un-
derstaffed as only 35 of its 58 staff are ac-
tual police officers.

The shortages could be wiped out
overnight if police management took
steps to free the estimated 2 500 trained
officers who are deskbound. All it would
take to put these officers on the beat,
says Johannesburg community police

area board chairman Gerald Heine, is for
the authorities to lift the moratorium on
hiring civilians for potice clerical work.

There may be as many as 500 ex-police
officers in the johannesburg area who
would rejoin the force if the moratorium
on hiring active police officers were also
lifted, says Heine.

Campaign manager Neil Jacobsohn in-
tends to orchestrate a letter and media
publicity drive. Draft letters of support for
the campaign will be sent to businesses
and private citizens throughout Gauteng
with the request that they be signed and
forwarded to Mufamadi.

Ironically, it is the relative success of
Operation Utban Strike, scheduled to
end on December 20, which galvanised
the forum’s campaign.

Government cites budgetary con-
straints as the reason for poor police
staffing and says it cannot afford to raise
staff levels permanently. Despite Na-
tional Police Commissioner George Fi-
vaz's denials, the police budget seems
destined for mote severe cuts next year.

"If you count the cost of lost investment
and job opportunities due to crime, then
the money spent on policing is not a cost
but an investment,” Jacobsohn says. &
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Mandela régrets )

WL

By ELMS MNYA

Durban - Presidenk Nelson Mand¢la said yes-
terday he regretidd the “un pmpromising
stance” of former prégs

Mandela also urge ]

office.

“It is regretiable he has
that nature,” Mandela sa

“His duty is to go to the TRC and give his
own version of what happeyed,” said Mandela,
The president went on/to jay that, as things
efmed Yo point to former
ng kiowledge “about
ations wh

)/

president Botha ha
some of the gross vig
plaining about”.

Botha said, aft¢r two hours
Truth Commissiofi chairman 2
mond Tutu on

enition of doing this,” the\80-year-old
ex-presideglt said in a statement ¥
with Tutd, who set out 1o seek
operation in uncovering the past,

Mandela said Botha was an old \man o
longer well, who might expect to be honoured
as a former statesman.
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¢ Safety lung

Red tape Stymies
fight against crime

By CRAIG URQUHART > ,
—./é?cby ! iH=e

=
The JohannesburggBD’s afety lung - a core com-
munity policing project to stamp out crime in the
city - is in danger of collapsing as red tape pre-
vents its full implementation and morale among
policemen on the streets shows signs of reaching
new lows,

The concept, which should have been up and
running this month, has now been delayed until
February and all the current role-players agree
that without its full implementation, it simply
cannot work. ' )

Still, police claim they have gained the upper
hand in their fight against rime, and official fig-
ures show that crime is, indeed, down in the city
centre. Whether these statistics indicate a long-
term downward trend or an expected reaction to
Operation Urban Strike remains {o be seen, but
problems in the police force remain deep-rooted.

“We are gradually implementing the safety lung
but it is very difficult to assess its suecesses 80 far
because of the role Urban Strike has played,” said
Gauteng safety and security deputy director for
policy Sylvester Rakgoadi,

He said Urban Strike, which has seen an extra
1000 policemen deployed in Gauteng, would grad-
ually be phased out over the next few months and
the Safety and Security Department was currently
working on contingency plans to replace the extra

personnel.
- TOPAGE 2 I
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Rakgoadi said hjs departinent was aware that there

¢ were flaws n. a
thecEp, e Polleng system currently place in

EATING

When the Saturday Star intervieweq dozens of

policemen working within the jurisdiet; hn
: di
Vorslt.er Square this week, theyJ sall% gnglrllo;igio of

equiment ang policemen_ on the beat wag breventing

o - ) o Sireet, “ThEy (t!le average poljeemen) really don’t

cﬂcaine-vualued atRl,&‘- a17s , " .
ued &t RI5000 and 60ig o dngrgn wdestasy tablets vil : |
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| to Lenﬁsm &.
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| TS| S“Pth
efs of the’ Peopie Agamst). _:
and Drugs (Pacad)“ march

pd}fdé‘
step up then- ﬁght agamst crime. [k
5 They § gave poligewitil Decefri
ber?.()ﬁorep y.

Pacad is demanding that po-
lice bemore visible, respond more
quickly to calls, investigate cases
faster and deal. promptly with
corrupt policemen.

Outside the Lenasia police sta-
tion, Soraya Ebrahim, the mother
of murdered 5-year old Yaseen,
broke down in tears as she related
how criminals broke into her

\ house and strangled the boy.

|| “Members of the crowd de-
| manded that police explain why
the ‘woman suspected of  the
killing had been released,

Yunus Hattia described how
his son Ebrahim (29) was shot
dead outside their home two
years ago. |

“Four hljackers waylald me
near our garage entrance. As I
stepped out of the car they: de-
manded the car keys. But just
after I handed over the' keys the
ca.ralarm went off at full biast. As
my son walked out to see what
was ha opening, he was shot five

ugh the head. The hi-,
]ackers made off "with the car,”
Hattia told the crowd.
[ nid emd&ehxackerswemlater
Y {arresbedandgrantedbaﬂofRIOOO

p{as

+£8d ;Ihey'slgpped bail, however,)
! .;ﬁr;@havenotbeenseensmoe

G 712in O H Hall promisedite

1946 thememo, as demand




roduce council issues warnj on corruption
Louise‘c_g;tt")llg:”:';““& ‘ ‘ @%) @ ebas@%m?&%ﬁ%atenewaspects of the allegations.

€

. The council said the public should report to it any

THE Agricultural Produce Agents’ Council, a statu- irregularities at fragh produce markets. “The council

tory body regulating market agents, warned at the ensures that agents com ly with codes of conduct and

weekend that it would “aggressively pursue” market regulations of trade. In tll)'le case of fresh produce, the

agents who were guilty of corruption or misconduct, council ensures that agents abide by the rileg gov-
e warning followed months of investigation by erning trust account administration.®

A A
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the SA. Police Service’s Office for Serious Economie The furore started two years ago when an inves-
Offences (OSEO) into alleged corruption at the Jo-  tigator suggested about R400m had been lost due to
hannes]ourgfresh produce market,. mismanagement and ineffective systems. Some

Audit firm Ernst & Young, appointed by the farmers su;()iport the allegations, saying profit has not
OSEO to help, completed a report in December. This  been passed on to them and documentation fails to
hag not been released and the firm was subsequently meet requirements,




#* tapce with regearch, prepara-
‘ _@s  tion of cases and argument.

Le; gal ilgmg)rk
rallies resources
tohelp fi htgrime

Stephen Laufer BB % 'LL‘H’
@RIME-ﬁghtixtg eigJLs y the
attorneys-general of Natal and
the Witwatersrand are receiv-
ing support from lawyers in
Durban and Johanneshurg via
4. legal network organiged by
Business Against Crime.

... Network chairman Wendy
Tacas-Bull said yesterday pros-
ecutors would receive asgis-

succeseful, the projects could be
repeated in other juriadictions,
wrThe Durban project was al-
ready in full swing an initial
meetings with Witwatersrand
attorney-general  Andre de
Vrieshad taken place last week.
o~Buginess  Against Crime
board member David Gordon
gaid+ major Johannesburg law
firms were keen to participate
and had offered help with re-
search and management tech-
niques. Bigger firms had “enor-
mpus Tesources” and were keen
tohelp prosecutors at the dis-
cretion of the attorney- general.
Initial discussion had indi-
cated that help could be iven in
the form of access to libraries,
the Internet and legal training
ceiirses run by the major firms
for their own staff,
-«The abilify of well-resourced
aecounting firms to make a con-
tribution was also being dis-
cussed. Many of them had par-
ticular forensic skills and co
be of assistance in combating
white collar crime.




he Otfice forlsg ?E/écﬂoie
Offences said  yesterday there
appeared o be grounds for pro-
secuting -certain agents at the

Johannesburg Fresh Produce

Market following its probe inio
allegéd fraud at the market.
Director Jan Swanepoel said
the résults of the OSEQ's inves-
tigation had been handed to the

Witwatersrand attorney-gener-

al to decide on prosecutions.

On Thursiay, Gauteng pro-
vineis] auditor Shaukei Fakie
said investigations by his office
into alleged fraud at the market
was " “top-quality - work” that
thoroughly investigated all alle-
galions-of irregular financial
practices. .: .

| Fakie was reacting to media . .
reports questioning the' tho*-

Toughness -of investigations
doneJor his office by accounting
firm ;Ernst & Young's forensic

auditors following claims that

les fa

ce action -
milly ;L's's:)ﬁ-x‘i?ds may‘hs;:ve been

Josi through irregular activities
at the City Deep market.

He:was speaking af a megl-
ing he called with Sapa to
discuss thé .attorney-general’s .
findings. o
Market agents have been ac--
cused of illegally “skimming”
from cash sales, and other ifre-
gular practices. ‘

At the meeting, Ernst &:
Young’s Mike Savage'said the,
illegal use of cash sale slips had .
been stopped. o

Market director Tony Thomp-'

_ son said two market agents liad |

their permits withdrawn last |
week and had been asked to
vacate the market premises.;
. Swanepoel said-; that \sinee
prosecutions may bé institiited,
he was not in & position to.dis- |
close the contents of the Ernst & -
Young report “or ihe naturé of |
the evidence”. — Sapa '
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; day, March 21, and will focus on
| issues mcludmg the drafting of a
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ARGUS CORRESPONDENT
Johannesburg < _Cape Town
group People against
Gangsterism and Drugs has
plans to expand and will be
hosting several meetings in
Gauteng this weekend. p
Pagad national organiser
Abdus-Salaam Ebrahim said the
\ﬁGauteng tour would include a

{ mass meeting in the former Indi-

anand Coloured townships of
'Lenasia and Eldorado Park, south
of Johannesburg. i
The culmination of the Pagad
programme will be a march
rough Hillbrow, arguably one

the province.
-Mr Ebrahim said the Gauteng

958 | visit was part of the run-up to

.Pagad's national conference later-
in the month, .

ﬂmee—day confer nce will

fal: e‘ Rights

conshtutlon for the organisation.

.of the areas worst-hit by, crnne in .

Now Pagad takes its
*message to Ga\

teng TR

W also hope to work out
where it is that we are heading -
and a key topic at the conference
will be to decide on the nature of
Pagad’s relationship With the
Government,” said Mr Ebrahim.

He envisaged a stronger rela-
tionship developing with police
and denied speculation that

'Pagad may be be transforming

itself into a political party to con-
test the 1999 genefral elections. -
Ayoob Mungalee, an organiser

-at the Eldoradoe Park Musglim |

Council (EPMC) - hosts of the
Pagad visit - said the time had
come for all forces fighting crime
and drugs to&tand together ‘and
Presenta united front. Eag

““There has been a fendency )

for many people to view Pagad as
being in opposition to the 3 police
or the government This coulﬂ not
be further from the truth, and the
EPMC will be inviting the govern-
ment, tie police, as well as the
major political parties, to shére
the platform with Pagad in Lena-
siaand Eldorado Park,”. %, " .
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Jo'burg gets 100 more ¢
as traffic officers puIIeng

By JACQUI REEVES

The war against erime in Johan-
nesburg’s central business dis-
trict has been intensified with
the addition of a further 100
“peace offieers” to the city’s
streets.

Traffic officers who have
peen working as administrators
or control room operators have
been put back on the beat and
will take up their positions from
Monday.

Hiliow Maeko, the strategic
executive for metropolitan pub-
lic safety and emergency ser-
vices at the Johannesburg coun-
cil, told the Saturday Star that
the council could not wait for
national legislation to save the
city.
“The legisiation for metropol-
itan policing is not yet ready but

we felt we could not just stand
by and watch crime in the city
continue to esealate,” he said.

Maeko added that visible
polieing was the key to fighting
crime in the city.

“t was a waste to have qua-
lifie. crime fighters sitting in
offices. This plan will get them
back out on the sireets, where
they can be seen and make &
real difference.”

Civilians will be employed to
fill the positions vacated by the
peace officers.

The bulk of the new officers
will be deployed on foot, and
{hey will be in direct radio con-
tact with all other peace and
police officers in the area.

Peace officers will be able to
call for back-up assistance dur-
ing a crime in progress or prob-
lem situation — and will imme-

rime fighters
rom desks |0
3 J43

25 )
diately be-joined By the closest
officer in the area.

Although the peace officers
will stil! be expeeted to perform
their traffic duties, their new
task will also be to prevent
crime, and they will be empow-
ered to make arrests.

All case investigations and
paperwork will be taken over by
members of the South African
Police Service once the arresi
has been made. The new team |.
will take the number of city
crime fighters to 209.

The peace officers will be
introdueed to the public on Mon-
day at a parade that will end at
the Noord Street taxi rank.

Gauteng MEC for Safety and
Security Jessie Duarte will
address the erowd along with
the mayor of Greater Johannes-
burg, Isaac Mogase.
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Council tears down part of suburb’s safety fence
, (32) s te9 11/3/97

Northern Council will now have to fork out thousands to repair damage caused by its administrative bungling

By AnNA Cox
Sandton Bureau

dministrative bungling by
>Em Notrthern Metro Coun-

cil has led to parts of a se-
curity fence around the suburb of
Hurlingham Manor being ripped
down.

Only a last-minute telephone
¢all from local councillor Frieda
van Rooyen to council officials
prevented workers from rre-
moving the entire R600 000 fence
which residents put up last year
to improve security in their
suburb.

The incident arose from the
fact that, according to the new
council demarcations, Hurling-
ham Manoz, which used to be an
Eastern Council Sandton suburb,
now lies within the Northern
Council area. Residents, however,
still pay rates to the Eastern
Council. A

The Eastern Council approved
the closure of the suburb last year,
but the Northern Council does
not yet have a policy on closing
off suburbs.

Van Rooyen said a complaint
about a gate being locked, deny-
ing pedestrians access, had leq to
the fence being ripped down. But
workers were instructed only to

remove the pedestrian gates and
not the entire fence.
The fence is now to be

.tepaired by the council at an

estimated cost of about R7 000.

Since the closure of the suburb
in January last year it has become
one of the safest in the northern
suburbs, said Hurlingham Manor
Residents’ Association chairman
Dale Stephens. Police figures
showed mwmn crime had dropped
by 95%.

Stephens said he was angry
about the removal of parts of the
fence. He believed that someone
who objected to the closure of the
suburb had deliberately locked
the gate to cause trouble.

“The pedestrian gates are .
_never locked. People can walk

freely through our suburb.

“The council, before taking
such drastic action, should have
telephoned residents to find out
what was going on. Their workers
cut poles with blowtorches and
signs have been removed. Resi-
dents now have to pay for securi-
ty guards to watch over the ma-
terial until the fence is re-erected.

“We question the legality of
the Northern Council removing
the fenice whien the closure was
approved by a full council of the
Eastern Council
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Destroyed ... municipal workers dismantle the security fence

lingham residents erected around their suburb to keep crime out.
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It's Operation
Counter-attack
for Jo'burg

Visible police in dayglo vests over their unlforms will lead
the way in the CBD blitz ag ,‘ cnrg7- . | 1%

BVJACQUI REEVES Delayed’ projects are,

Renewed investor interest
in Johannesburg's central
business disiriet appears
to be loosening crime’s
stranglehold over the area.
that multimillion-
rangl projects are heing
undertaken in what have
been considered crime
hotspots has given loca.l
mvestors, the police an

however, not the only set-
backs easing the work of
the criminal. Some of this
help is coming from the
authorities themselves,

Botha said weeding out
corrupt officers was a
major pricrity in his de-
partmeut

“It is all very well 51t-
ting in planning meetings
working out how to break

the”community the lqck- VISIBLE POI.ICING Two of the cmrs patrolmen wear  open a syndicate, but the

start required to draw the new dayglo vests

people back into the city.

A police strategy to make city
officers more identifiable and
visible will be up and running
next week — and will hopefully
enhanece this improved spirit.

As from Monday, all city
oificers will be wearing dayglo
vests over their blue and grey
uniforms.

Each day, more than 150
police officers pairol the sireets
of the city, yet very few are seen
by either the eommunity or the
criminals,

“I eould hide 1 000 police offi-
cers in the city every day by just
putting them on our streets.
Among the throngs of people
and narrow sidewaiks they are
virtually impossible to distin-
guish,” says the recently
appointed head of John Vorster
Square police station, Director
Dawie Botha.

Botha beHleves more-visible
policing will go a long way in
changing public perceptions
that CBD crime is not being
fought.

Hillow Magko, the metropoli-
1an council's strategie executive
for public safety and emergency
services, is capitalising on this

changing mindset to improve
community involvement in crime-
fighting.

Within weeks, Johannes-
burg’s street cleaners and hawk-
ers will be assisting the police in
the targeting of flashpoints with
vital intelligence.

“Who better to ask than the
people who spend all day on the
streets? We are currently work-
ing with these fwo groups to
plan how they can best assist
the police. The key o makmge
this co-operation a success is to
ensure anonymity and confiden-
tiality for amy person who re-~
ports crime,” he said,

Watchtowers in key crime
points are also due to be in-
stalled in high-crime areas, help-
ing the SAPS to police a greater
ares with fewer officers.

Some projects have, however,
become tangled in reams of red
tape and have yet to see the light
of day.

The city’s safety lung, which
was supposed to have been
operational by November 1 1996,
has not yet been delivered, along
with the planned sectoral polic-
ing project..

PHOTOGRAPH: Ti LEMON  corrupt officers are sitting

right there with us.

“By the time we get to the
syndicate, they have been tipped
off and there is no gne fogusto
arrest,” he gaity - :

Police officers are not the
only authorities working with
the eriminals.

Titus Malaza, executive offi-
cer for metropolitan traffic ser-
vices, said bribery within the
iraffic department was rife.

' *“We are fighting corruption
within our own ranks and are
sniffieg dut officers who are
ahusmg their positions.”

said officers target
areas whe;x\ traffic offences reg-
ularly occur, stop the offending
drivers and threaten thém with
fines.

“They then suggest to the dri-
vers that there eouid be an easi-
er way to sort out the problem.
They ask for cash, and let the
individuals go.”

Malaza said that in some
instances, officers were so bold
they asked the drivers if they
were carrying ATM cards - and
accompanied the drivers to
draw cash.

: TOPAGE 2 -
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400-strong multinational gangs have stolen goods worth millions from containers

Bv Derex Roowey |

olice and private-sector in-
P vestigators have uncovered
a web of organised crime
syndicates, collectively number-
ing more than 400 active mem-
bers, operating in Johannesburg’s
City Deep container depot.
Montﬁs of investigations by a
oup of policemen and company
grrisk rganggoem, funded by the con-
tainer indusiry, have uncovered in-
depth involvement of Portuguese,
Chinese and Indian syndicates
with strong internationat links,

The syndicates, with the collu-
sion of at least one specialist po-
lice unit, pilfered goods from con-
tainers last year on a scale that is
estimated to have cost the indus-
try more than R70-million.

By the time the Rl-million
private-sector investigation was
launched in May last year, up to
three containers were being stolen

or pilfered a day. Repeated at-
tempts to improve security failed.

Industry representatives re-
ported hundreds of complaints to
the Kaserne Truck Theft Unif,
which had been instructed to deal
with the problem. But they were
frustrated because cases were
thrown out of court or else dock-
ets disappeared.

With fresh resources and man-
power made available by compa-
nies, the investigation team soon
identified new syndicates. One of
its findings was the gross ineffi-
ciency and misconduct by mem-
bers of the Kaserne unit which led
to the transfer of six members, in-
cluding the commander, to other
units in November,

A criminal investigation is
pending against the policemen,

Information gleaned from the
more than 3 000 employees who
operated as the eyes and ears
of the operation revealed that

flashily dressed handlers, drivin,
expensive cars, were dealing wi
their runners in plain sight with
little fear of police intervention.

The syndicates are extremely
efficient in sirippin once a
truck pulls nto § wrchiose

“We have observed instances
where a 6-metre container, which
took more than three hours to
load with a forklift truck, was
stripped of its cargo in 17 min-
utes,” said another team member,
CX Container Services manager
Bux Coetzee. )

“These guys have warehouses
and storage areas nestled in
among legitimate business in
broad daylight and nobody sus-
pects anything,” he said.

The introduction of a new
commander at the renamed Jo-
hannesburg Transito Theft Unit in
November, aided by industry in-
vestigators, has already led to the

arrest of 15 suspects.

Anatomy of how the ‘puppet masters’ do their business

Syndicates targeting City Deep
operate along tefinite operational
lines. They have multimillionaire
bosses who, through a war of at-
trition over the past 15 years, have
established themselves as the
depot’s crime puppet-masters,
The most visible members of
the syndicate are the “runners”.
They do the dirty work and are
desperate South Africans with no
permanent employment. They
generally steal for meagre pay-
ment, sometimes as little as R50.
Syndicates sometimes use
specialised squads for hijackings.
They may also act as bodyguards
for those who control the network

of runners. The handlers are
usually identified by their flashy
clothes and expensive cars, and
are the syndicates’ eyes and ears
for information.

The Chinese, Indian, Portu-
guese and South African handlers
are trusted aides who report to a
manager whose job it is to secure
police protection, buy’ insiders
such as customs officials, organise
shipments of stolen goods, and
deal with black-market buyers
and sellers.

It is rare that these managers
are caught during routine investi-
gations,

The managers are trusted lieu-
tenants to their crime bosses and
in many instances are family

members. Most crime lords have
already diversified their criminal
activities into legitimate business
ihterests and are now “respected”
businessmen.

Although there are rival syndi-
cates in the industry, investiga-
tions have revealed that a large
measutre of co-operation currently
exists between syndicates as to
which cargoes are allocated to any
particular syndicate,

“Sometimes one syndicate will
hit a container, ship it to a ‘safe’
warehouse and use the distribu-
tion channels of another syndicate
to get the goods on the street or
sold to legitimate businesses at so-
called discount prices,” said one
container theft investigator.

BLACK MARKET

ToP 10 "HOTTIES"

: —
ndicates cracked
Stony 497

imported liquor

Cigarettes

Car accessories;
alloy wheel rims

Electronic goods

Footwear

T-shirts and
featherware

Precious metals;
refined copper

Canned, processed
and packaged food

imported food
condiments

Babyware and
accessories

This hotist is based on investiga-
tions into thefts from the City Deep
container depot and is derived from
actual losses incurred in 1996

Source: Container Industry

Team says the next big task is plugging gaps in procedure

The City Deep investigation re-
vealed key problem areas that
highlighted the container indus-
tfry’s ignorance and apathy to-
wards the crime problem.

A detailed report compiled by
industry representatives focuses
on improving procedural pro-
cesses as well calling on more in-
volvement from legitimate busi-
nesses that are victims of this form
of crime.

Some problem areas identified
include slack control over transit
times from depot to customers; a
lack of sufficient stand-over facili-
ties, forcing trucks to park next to
public roads; poor reporting rates;
and insufficient investigation by
police.

Team member Marietjie Batch-
elor believes that the recipe to
curbing this form of erime can be
adapted to help other crime-bat-

tered industries but adds that
there has to be a collective will
from within each industry to put
aside competitive jealousies and
work together with the police in
tackling the problem.

“The most difficult part was
working out the bad apples
among the police, and we now
have a team that is doing the job
with us,” she said.

Risk managers from the indus-

Ary are still working closely with
their police counterparts and are
sharing their industry knowledge
with ie relatively new police-
men.

“Crime is not going to go
away, but the first step towards a
solution is admitting there’s a
problem and then roiling up the
sleeves and getting to the bottom
of it, no matter what it takes,”
Batchelor said. - Crime Reporter.
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Banks warn of stricter

steps to curb

-
Bv StuarT Kewy
AND PATRICK "'!2‘-?.!!.“....,..

Banks yesterday warned of
stricter public security measures
to curb daylight robberies as po-
lice anmounced they were holding
18 suspected robbers.

However, police spokesman
Azwinndini Nengovhela said
none of the gangs the 18 belong to
could be linked to Saturday’s
bloody gunfight in Randburg
w}uch left three people dead dur-
ing yet another robbery.

Gauteng Police Comrmssmner
Sharma Maharaj
said the arrests,

l§

LJ)bbeI;les

Area Comnuss Frans
Malherbe said there was no spe-
cific plan of action to deal with
bank robberies. He said police
were relying on detective work
and tipoffs from the public to
erack down on bank robbers.

Last year bank robberies were
declared a national priority crime
and police and the Council of
South African Banks (Cosab)
joined forces to combat the
scourge,
With the public and banking
staff living in perpetual fear,
Cosab said armed robberies had
become  their
number  one

all made prior to

66

concern.,

Saturday’s “The public
bloodbath, Erere The P“bllc who make use
the result of hard ' of banking facili-
work by a spécial and Staﬂ ties and banking
investigation , staff are desper-
eamoti0decc. 1N panks ately afraid. This
tives.  Drawn B H scourge is affect-
from the murder are afraid ing us all” a
and  rob 9& spokesman said.
units of Brixton, v “We should
East Rand, Vaal look into the re-

Rand and Pretoria, the team was
set up by Gauteng detectives’
head Louis van der Westhuizen
on March 13 o combat the surge
in bank robberies in the province.

Maharaj said 17 of the 18 sus-
pects had been charged with rob-
bing banks or were in the process
of being formally. charged.

Four gangs have been identi-
fied as being respons1b1e for the
robberies of 43 banks in ﬂle]?hal’%?»
nesburg area .in the past,threg¢
months" making off with at an B
timated R5-million. Ce S,

e [ L P

moval of firearms from anyone .
entering a bank and a further
tightening of security measures.”

Identikits of South Africa’s 14
most wanted bank robbers were
released by police in May last
year, among them Tebr
Tsotetsi (26), branded
most wanted bank
still at large.

Tsotetsi’s four
were arrested and  wicted for
thejr

17 000 from a bank in -
in on, theWestRand_l

' ah

" theft,

'Rag

{e 43

Irﬁlvementm the armed

aplices 72



Hijacking and housebreaking take a

By PETA KROST

Hijackings and housebreskings in
Gauteng have fallen off significantly
this year as bank robberies skyrocket,
indicating that the provinee's eriminal
underworld could be shifting targets.

In Johannesburg, violent robberies
in homes have dropped 12,4% in the
first three months of this year com-
pared to the same period in 1996~ and
by 22% in March alone - while car
hijackings have decreased 6%.

But there has been an unprece-
dented spate of bank robberies in

Gauteng — 48 since January. The tally
continued to climb yesterday, with
gangs striking two Nedbank branches,

After the first robbery at Heathway
shopping centre in Blackheath, 2 gang
of three led police and traffic officers
on a wild car chase across Johannes-
burg that ended in a shootout in Sowe-
to, leaving one robber dead.

Barely six hours later, between four
and six men, one armed with & hand-
grenade, entered the bank’s President
Street, Johannesburg, branch, jumped
over the counters and emptied the
cash drawers before fleeing.

National Detective Services
spokesman Senior Superintendent
Sharon Schutte said it was highly pos-
gible that jn organised erime, such as
armed robberies, the perpetrators
might change their targets depending
on the areas where they think police
are most lax.

“It is possible that they see police
eracking down on hijacking and home
robberies because it is getting too hot
for them in that field, and they move
over to robbing banks,” she said.
“It could-also be a question of supply
and demand — possibly there is a glut

back 56

of , and they now need cash.”

But the police plan to catch up with
these career-hopping crooks: a task
force has been set wp in Gauteng
specifically to trace the bank robbers
operating in this province,

A team of 11 detectives at each
murder and robbery unit in the
province will investigate the holdups
in their areas,

Senior East Rand Murder and Rob-
bery Unit detective Superintendent
Rudi van Olst was elected this month
as the team’s co-ordinator.

While he believes there are & num-

ber of ely well-organised gangs
operating in Gaunteng, Van Olst said
the task force had not yet identiffed
exaeily how many there were, or their
modus operandi.

Since the task force was formed on
March 13 it has arrested 21 suspects,
many of them for muitiple robberies
and murder. One of the suspects is
Dbelieved to be a policeman,

“Next week we will begin puiting
together profiles of the robbers and
will look for similarities in the particu-
ler crimes,” Van Olst said.

He was confident of his team’s

at as bank robberies soar
9¥ 2g)

ability to curb the robbing sprees but,
he warned, “it won't happen overnight”.

“Once we start profiling, we will
know wio is still out there and who
has already been arrested. The prob-
lem is that if there is a gang of 16
working together and we arrest three,
they splinter and regroup with other
men.

“They know where the cameras are
and often where the safe is ... we can-
niot rule out inside help in some of the
eases.”

A large number of robbers were
illegal immigrants, he added.

opening up all over the US- B
ineluding LA ~ and there is no [k

TTWHS [OEIe - IMUGCR WIEETT waoams
anvone had anticipated,” he




Bank staff
bear brunt

of brutal

attacks

Brow 2b[4]17
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By PETA'KROST -

Behind the bulletproof glass ofa
suburban bank, an attractive 20-
something bank teller eried
uneonsolabiy on io the shoulder
of a colleague. Yesterday was
the second time in three weeks
she had been held at gunpoint by
bank robbers at Nedbank's
Heathway Centre branch in
Blackheath.

She was just one of the dis-
traught bank workers who, even
hours after the robbery, were
still reeling from the ineident.
The fact that of the three rob-
bers, one was killed in s
shootout with the police and
another was arrested, was litile
consolation beeause today she
has to return to her job at the
bank,

Yesterday's heist was the
48th attack on a Gauteng bank
since January,

The heads of financial insti-
tutions and front-row banking
staff are fearful because they
know that nothing, not even the
Inos} expensive security precau-
tions, can siop these robbers.

“Our defences are irrelevant

amount of cash. “This ig unfor--.
tunately becoming a common
occurrence,” said the source,

While some tellers may: fee]
secure behiitd bulletproof glass,
robbers take that security from
them by bringing handgrenades
along which, if detonated, would
destroy the glass,

“It is absolutely useless to
beef up security further,” said g
senior management official, “We
are literally spending millions |
on unproductive stuff beeause if
someone points a gun in’ the
direction of a client or staff
member, we are going to do
exactly as they say — we cannot
afford to lose lives,

“We are at our wits’ end.
What do you do when people
come in with five or six AK-4757”
the official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Despite the wave of robberies
shaking the industry, banks |
remain tight-lipped on ..the
amounts of money thai are
stolen and, as far ag possible,
the methods used by the gangs.
“Why let the robbers know how
much you have and where to
find it — would you publish how

and . all our —————— 11211} PIECES Of -
security  pre-

cantions are AMOUNE stolen is

Jewellery you
have?” Tueker

being -negated negligible comparedto  asked.

bocalise these g hut's spent om securing
criminals come . .

In looking first - #26 mOney and dealing
for lives 1o put eith the trawma

under threat,

Neverthe-
less, the money
lost in bank
robberies so

not money, and

that way they get whatever they '
want,” says Couneil of South
African’ Banks (Cosab) chief
executive Bob Tucker.

All South African banks have
special frauma counselling
departments to deal with staff
who have fallen. vietim to rob-
beries. But Tucker explains that
o matter how good these
depariments are, “nothing can
stop the damage done by the

vicioys. threat to one’s life and )

the ultimate damage it has on
the fabric of our society”,

As the banks spend more and -

more money on secirity mea-
sures, robbers use new tacties to
circumyent these precautions,

In latest robbery irends,
gangs get through the security
doors and metal defectors w-
detecled because their lethal
weapoz is petrol instead of guns,
according to a bank seeurity
official. This method was first

came fo light this week after rob- -

bers'doused seven Melville Stan-
dard Bank workers with petrol

and thightened to set them on
fire, before escaping with a large

far this year
amounts  {o
millions of rands. The losses are
all carried by the banks .them-
selves, .
“We cannot afford to insure
money, the premiwms would kill
us,” said a senior banking
source. “The amount .stolen is
negligible compared to the
amount spent on securing the
money and dealing with, the
trauma related to these crimes,”
Tucker said, !

. A major concern for banks is
that the criminal justice system

is failing thém and that no mag-

- .ter how far they go with securing

themselves, unjess justice is
done, they have no change, of
bringing down bank robberies,

However, Tucker said he had
spoken to Finance Ministop
Trevor Manuel this week and he
also planned to meet Safety and
Seenrity Minister Sydney Marfa-
madi about the latest wave of
robberies,

“We are offering to assist
{the Government) in formulating
strategies and pooling informa-
tion and carrying out the new
strategies,” Tucker said, .
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R20-m stolen in
Gauteng bank
robberies over

past four months
—| . Alav 0lslgt  (3%)

By JACQUI REEVE

More than two-thirds of the cash that has been stolen
nationally in bank robberies during the past four
months has been stolen in Gauteng — a whopping
< R20,3-miltion out of the total of R304-million. :
And bank customers countrywide will be digging
deep into their pockets to pay for the often bloody
robberies, in the form of soaring bank charges, as
financial institutions battle to recover their costs.
The ever-inereasing number of robberies has left
o banks unable to insure against loses, with the share-
holders, depositors and borrowers carrying the can.
Information released yesterday by the Couneil of
Souih African Banks (Cosab) showed that 10 years
» e ago, large banks were insured for an estimated loss
] of R1,3-million a year. Since the beginning of last year,
o they have lost R135,7-million in bank robberies.
2 In the first four months of this year, 164 bank rob-
‘ beries have been staged countrywide. Gauteng holds
the dubious title as the bank robbery centre with 100
atiacks since the beginning of this year while
KwaZulu Natal trails a distant second with 27.
Yesterday Cosab broke its long and strict silence
on the robberies, when its chief executive Bob Tucker
told 2 media briefing that the public had a right to
know. Cosab and the police did, however, remain tight
lipped about the details of the attacks. .
Tucker said figures detailing the amounts stolen
at individual banks, the medus operandi of the gangs=y
and the names of victims would not be released. “We
don’t want to publicise how to commit a bank robbery?
and we certainly don't want gangs to know how much
is potentially available at the banks,” Tucker said.
Internationally, South Africa’s escalating bank
robbery figures are becoming notorious, During 1996
Britain lost barely the equivalent of Ri-million in
branch robberies — in contrast with the more than B
R100-million South Africa lost in the same year.

“Concerns from overseas bankers have been
raised, and we debated whether we should have this
conference and release the aggregate figures, but
because of the rumours and false perceptions flying

s (B8

around, we thought it necessary,” Tucker said. ' i
Banking halls are, however, not the only cash- ¢ Pank hel% IOI 5 I ‘?57
points being targeted. Last year, banks lost R3-mil% #fucker sald SoutlAlrica’s dependence on cash was

Tion in “after-hours® burglaries, while R73-million?  creating the opportunity for robberies to oceur on 2
was ripped out of ATMs with explosives and, (;row%’a huge scale.

bars. With the cost of repairing and replacing {he %Al of us should try to move towards the use of elec-
déimaged units, that figure rose o R15-million. 2 trouic banking services instead of cash, That method is

A private security firm, SBV, which handles cash®  cheaper, easier and much safer,” he said. N

in-transit for South Africe’s largest banks, spenty Tueker recently met Safety and Security Minister
R165-million last year securing the movement of caSEE% Sydney Mufamadi to discuss the crisis and will meel
to branches, government pension paypoints anifs  Justice Minjster Dullah Omar next week. _
other venues. Despite this investment, the companys% “We are not happy with bail conditions and wish to

ack enamel

ol still suffered a RA41,6-million loss :?-gf discuss the entire judicial process. Even if the robbers
O'PAGE ~ are incarcerated, there are too many examples of
JHANNES VOGEL . eseapes and early releases,” Tucker said.
* ““Cosab said it was considering a]]d thc:1 proc%ssei
o N ey il s S jnvolved In the maintenance of law and order, and no
-’ ) h = igst-soLutions to the bank robberies.
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atwhich he urged the fractured sector
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Johannesburg’s hawkers
launch anticrime campaign
Bonile Ngqiyaza NMWWHM% Nm Q.ﬂ.

JOHANNESBURG's fractured informal sector yes-
terday launched a crime prevention campaign at the
Johannesburg City Hall which it is hoped will sup-
plement government and business initiatives.

The launch was attended by hundreds of informal
traders from hawker organisations.

Gauteng premier Tokyo Sexwale urged them to
organiseinto street blocs working with the police.

Taking his model from the street committees
prevalent in townships in the 1980s, Sexwale said
the move could be complementary to the SA National
Civics Organisation’s “Operation Mpimpa” (Opera-

<, tion Inform).

“We dop’t want you to risk your lives — well ask

.the police to do that. We want you to be the eyes and

the ears of the government in this fight against
crime,” he said.

Sexwale also urged them to consider forming an
umbrella body. “We can’t fight criminals successfully
ifwe aredivided.”

The People Against Gangsterism and Drugs Gaut-
eng branch handed the provincial government a 24-
hour ultimatum to address the growing drug prob-
lem, warning that it would be forced “to do something
about the problem”. o
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Fraudsters impersonate Industrial Council agents who demand

one-off payments from employers allegedly-underpaying

By Cuams STEvn

undreds of cafe and

supermarket owners in

Gauteng are allegedly
being extorted by a crime syn-
dicate impersonating Indus-
trial Council agents collecting
*“anderpaid” wages.

Thousands of rands are de-
manded in “one-off” payments
in exchange for promises not to
prosecute.

The Star has obtained a
video recording showing an
“agent” collecting money from
a cafe owner.

The activities of the syndi-
caie were confirmed by Restau-
ramt and Food Services Associ-
ation of South Africa (Catra)
president Jimmy Michaelides,
who said about 50 complainis
had been received in the past

“two months alone.

However, preliminary inves-
tigations carried out by Catra
indicated there were hundreds

of victims every week, who,
according to Michaelides, were
either “too scared” to report
the incidents or who actually
believed they had “done some-
thing wrong” and didn’t want
to come forward.

Police in Muldersdrift con-
firmed yesterday that two men
had been arrested. Charges of
corruption were being investi-
gated, and the docket was
expected to be forwarded to the
senior state prosecutor next
week for a decision.

The syndicate’s operations
are believed to have started
about six months ago, but have
intensified in the past couple of
months. Their main targets ap-
pear to be cafes, smaller conve-
nience stores, fast-food outlets
and greengrocers.

The members use their ap-
parent inside knowledge of the
new Labour Relations Act and
the Bargaining Council’s col-
lective agreement to intimidate

employers into believing they
are not complying with these.

Traditionally, agents of the
Bargaining Council would visit
employers to ensure that the
terms and conditions of the
collective agreement are up-
held by both employers and
employees, to resolve disputes
and to collect government-sanc-
tioned levies and fees,

The modus operandi of the
alleged impostors is to “inspect
wage books or computer
records, find some form of non-
compliance, sit down and work
out an amount, and then say to
employers: “I won't prosecute
you if you pay me so much.”

Michaelides said: “They in-
timidate guys into paying. It is
all cash transactions. They
don’t give receipts.”

These “agents” also often
carry copies of Government
Gazettes. In some cases, bogus
agents claim to represent the
Department of Labour

Pay up or else ... a bogus Industrial Council agent collects money from a cafe owner, one of hundreds who have fallen victim to a syn-
dicate whose members demand thousands of rands for “underpaid wages” and “non-compliance” with labour laws.
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By Pamela Dube

GAUTENG premier Mr Tokyo Sexwale
has admitted the provincial govern-
ment’s failure in combating crime,

Addressing Sowetan staffers yester-
day, Sexwale said a lack of adeqguate
policing powers by the provincial govern-
ment hampered crime prevention, “I'm
powerless. I have no authority over the
police and cannot command them to do
anything,” he said,

Sexwale was a special guest of the
Media Workers Association of South
Africa, -

For the first time Sexwale pubhcly
agreed with the Inkatha Freedom Party’s
position that provincial governments need-
ed more policing powers. However, there
was hope. . sipr

The recent decision by gafety and
Security Minister Mr Sydney Mufamadi to
give provincial ministers more policing
powers was welcome, Sexwale said. “But
1 hope this is not just ceremonial.”

On the upsurge of crime in Gauteng,
Sexwale said there seemed to-be well-
organised syndicates in every form of
crime. “At one stage it was car hijacking,
then rape and now they have moved into
bank robberies.”

* In ' the past three months

Johannesburg and the surroundmg areas , .
have had to deal with over a 100 bank -
robberies. Sexwale observed that bank
robbers were well-trained and precise
criminals who seemed intent on crip-
pling the country’s life-line — the finan-
cial sector.

Among those arrested in these deeds® -
were people not only from the military
wings of the liberation movements, but
also police and soldiers who left their jobs
or volunteered for packages from the for-
mer SAP and South African Defence
Force.

Sexwale suggested that community
structures that nsed to operate in the 1980s
should be revived to fight crime, adding
that his cabinet was already discussing the
move.

@ Sexwale and housing MEC Dan
Mofokeng yesterday officially launchéd
the Windmill Park Housing Project on
the East Rand where at least 200 homes
out of 680 were under completion,

Gauteng housing spokesman Mr
Jubie Matlou said 490 stands had.
already been handed over to bullders-m
the area to build top structures. wE

He said RIQ million was given to
builders and contractors who could not
access bridging finance from financial
institutions.
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Over 14 000 ‘A-category’ offences committed in Johannesburg area in April alone while authorities delay release of the grim figures

By Ropmey Vicron

police stations releasing

current crime figures to
the public, The Star was
yvesterday given a complete
breakdown of April statistics
from 20 police stations four
months before they are due for
official release.

The statistics provide de-
tails of 14 410 serious cr “A-cat-
egory” crimes committed in
the Johannesburg area, ex-
cluding Soweto, in April.

Serious crimes include
murder, rape, hijacking, rob-
bery, theft and fraud.

In terms of new police reg-
ulations, which have been crit-
ieised because they suggest a
move back to the era of police
control over news of police
activities, statistics are to be
collated on a quarterly basis
and then released three
months later The new policy
has the backing of Safety and
Security Minister Sydney
Mufamadi.

The Fresedom of Expression
Institute, which monitors me-
dia freedom, said yesterday the
new policy “raises the danger
of the media and the public
having to rely on rumours and
inaccurate information”.

Institute chairman Ray-
mond Louw called on Mufa-
piadi to commit himself to the
SuoHEmm of openness maa

Hu spite of a clampdown on

WEH Director toseph Ngo-
me ‘A spokesman for commntis-
sioner George Fivaz, said last
night the move was directed at
preventing distortions.

Hﬂ did not affect the police’s
ooEBpH._mE to fransparency.

WORST m_:w_: RBS

“Before November last year,
crime statisties were not au-
dited and therefore not credi-

ble. We 5@.#..; Ter Emazo re-
lease:ynre g Ewﬁmamﬂm\\
“ wm said. 7 rﬁ. '

Embﬁm o?r? o.«mrw
e Star was feaked EH.OHEN

Hos for April which gives a

breakdown of crimes.

It shows that Johannes-
burg’s worst crime area was
the CBD and environs, with
2035 serious crimes reported.

5 TR

Hillbrow was second with 1 840
cases, followed by Booysens
with 1437, Sandton with 1110
and Repdburg with 1 042 cases.

* ucumbumm&zwm.m most crime-

m.mm wumoﬁoﬁ was m_mﬁmsn with
“Eages: - ?mbmmr 1%, u&uum
were mmE#Em&mB with
174 and Rosebank with 362.
Murders: Hillbrow, with 19
cases, had the most murders in
hormnbmmwﬁ.m Alexandra had
13 and Bogysens 11.
Housébreaking: Randburg

led in housebreaking with 239 clampdown on statistics — with
cases, followed by Booysens 72 instances and the CBD with
with 174 and Sandton with 132. 49 hijackings.

Car thefts: one is. "x st Rapes: most common in
likely to have one's car stolen .E@Sﬁ&.m Hillbrow and the

in Booysens, sk, 2 234 vehi- ,n , with 20 cases each.

" clas™were ¥ dcned, mvao&,?? Guns: places where illegal

had 194 cars taken, the CBD 222  possession of firearms was rife

and Sandton 166. include Hillbrow with 17 and
Hijackings: hotspots were Jeppe with seven.

the Bramley policing area - - Fraud: most common in the

highlighted by The Star two CBD where 112 instances were

months ago in a crithe hotspot wmwoﬁmm with 78 in Sandton

exposé that led directly to the and 49in Randburg.

These figures will now go

forward to police headquarters’
for review together with fig-

ures from May and June. The
“audited” report will be issued

. in September.

Yesterday The Star at
tempted to get an explanation
for the clampdown from
Mufamadi and Gaufeng Safety
and, Security MEC, Jessie
Duarte. Neither had nmmEmg to
the faxed list of queétions at
the time of going to press.

New names for
John Vorster
Square mooted

By G Gwronrp
Crime Reporter

Johannesburg Central Precinet,
Johannesburg Central Police
Station and Gauteng Police Sta-
tion were the three names nom-
inated at a public hearing yes-
terday to rename John Vorster
Square, Johannesburg’s largest
police station.

Hearing chairman Vusi
Mavuso of the Gauteng legisla-
ture said suggested names
would be reviewed by a com-
mittee at the end of the week,
passed by the legislature and
implemented by the cabinet.

The Johannesburg Central
Community Policing Forum
nominated Johannesburg Cen-
tral Police Station as appropri-
ate, because the name was geo-
graphically based.

The Police and Prisons OE_H
Rights Union and John Vorster
Square’s uniform branch
favoured Johannesburg Central
Precinct,

Inspector Moses Moseko, on
behalf of the John Vorster wmi-
form branch, said: “The Eown
‘precinet’ is more modern — you
hear it in movies and on TV.”

When asked whathe:z Fcf
names of any uEmoﬁmH.w i5ho

had died in custody at the sta- -

tion had been submitted, Ma-
vuso $aid: “John Vorster'is tied
with bad history We need to en-
sure the new name is free.of
any negative 8»5%&55%« -

!
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Closed-circnit' television cam-
eras-are to be installed in Jo-
hammesburg by the end of this
year to help fight crime in the
cenfral business district,

The cameras are expected to
be operational by January 1, ac-
cording to Central Johannes—
burg Partnership executive di-
rector Neil Frazer,

He said consultants were be- *

ing appointed to undertake fur-
ther. research into the project,
known as the CCTV project.

The consultants - who were
expected to be appéinted by the
end ‘o’ the month — would re-
search the project for a further
three months before it was put
out:{o tender:

Fmazer said the project,
which has been in the pipeline
for years, was a joint operation
betwien the Greater Johannes-
bu.rg council and the private
sector. A team had visited Eng-
landrto study the impact of the
cameras and it had been given
the go-ahead earlier this year.

:The cameras wouid go a
long way towards implement-
ingr the concept of “visible
policing” ~ the most effective
tool against crime, he said..’

'*UFrazer also said he was cer-

tam res1dents would see a ma-

get clojﬁgw—a,‘rcult Ty:

jor change in Johannesburgs
CBD by the end of the year in
reaction to Anglo Ameérican
Property Services’ (Ampros)
announcement that it had put

its CBD buildings up for sale.

Ampros said the buildings
in Johannesburg, Cape ‘Town,
Pretoria and Durban, valued at
R300-million, would be sold be-
cause of losses in the past two
financial years. Included in the
bulldmgs are 11 Diagonal
Street in Johannesburg.

The announcement made on
Wednesday created panic in

’ somie quarters and has led to

N

speculation that Johannes-
burg's attempts at revitalising
the city had been dealt a blow:
However, Liberty Life Prop-
erties director Eric Bernstein
said he could not understand
what all the fuss was about. He
said Liberty Life had no inten-
tion of selling off property as
there were no buyers and that
they were not losing as much
money as Anglo had done.
Sanlam Properties assets
general manager Fanie'Late-
gan said his company was not
“disinvesting or investing”. He
said Sanlam’s vacancy rate was
less than 10% and most 5f: their
CBD buildings were in* Cape
Town, Durban and Pretoria

“which did not have as many

problems as Johannesburg,
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JOHANNESBURG: Bank robberies in the CBD have
hecame so bad that a major bank closes its branches on
! mmeamﬁ. and .,mmnc_.é ,_no rces are taking drastic action.

E POLICE and army have
put in place measures t0
curh the spate of Saturday

bank robberies in the Johannes-
burg CBD, police said yesterday.

_ This follows an announce-
ment by Minister of Safety and
. Security Mr Sydaey Mufamadi

that police and army personnel

will protect inner-city banks, .

already, but prefer not to make it
public'as that would aiso alert the
robbers of what we are up to.”
Nine Nedbank branches no
longer operate in the CBD on Sat-
urdays because criminals have
been taking advantage of conges-
tion in the area to escape after
daring hold-ups. _
Mufamadi told a media brief-

~rhsked whentheprograinmie- -«ingiin Pretoria that the-governs:

would be implemented and what-

shape it would take, National
Crime Prevention and Reaction
Services spokesman Captain Mar-
tin Aylward said last night: “We
have certain things in ‘place

" ment could not allow eriminals

1o force banks in CBDs to close
on Saturdays.

»Many people only get 2~

chance to'go the banks on Satut-
day, and T'am therefore able-to

“

\\\“‘

announce that the Minister of
Defence and I have agreed that
police and army personnel will
protect the affected branches,” he
said.

Operational details would be
worked out with the Council of
South African Banks (Cosab), he
added.

Cosab chairman Mr Bob Tuck-
er has welcomed the minister’s
announcement. “The statement
is consistent with what the SAPS
has promised to do,” he said yes-

. texday.

Tucker added that the efforts
were paying off. More bank fob-
bery attempts were being thwart-

“ed and suspects arrested. “There1s

no doubt that there is a drop in
the robberies, Hopefully we are
on the right track,” he said.

I

0

response unit using police and
military helicopters had been
established to counter bank rob-
bess.

“We have arrested a number
of suspected ringleadess of the
latest spate of robberies, and
believe we have begun to make
significant progress,” he said.

Sapa reporis there were at least -

two bank robberies in Johannes-
burg on Saturday.
Security guards delivering

. cash to the First National Bank in

Highe Street; Brixton;- were over-

powered byitwo: men-atiabout”
.9am. The robbers.shot one guard
in the back and escaped with a -

bag of money. They then fled
with two others in a'white BMW.
Police from the Jehannesburg

1

ct banks

Dolice, army to prote

@o eT 16619
Mufimadi said that a quick-

Robbery Reaction Unit traced the
vehicle to Auckiand Park and
arrested two suspects. Both were
aged about 25 and were from
Soweto.

The stolen money was not
recovered, but police confiscated
two pistols with the serial num-
bers filed off. . ,

The second robbery was at the
Trust Bank at the corner of Bree
and Rissik streets in Johannes-
burg at 9.45am. Four armed men
entered the bank and held up
customers and employees; while

“two others waited outside.” ¥
Police aitiveti-and-arrested thie

two outside. Théy Tecovered 4 bag
contairing Eoﬁmw.éﬁns the
four dropped whilciinaking their
escape, on foot. Twocars and two

- e

, firearms were confiscated.”

=
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Minister promises aid so hundreds of

people will not be affected by weekend

closure of financial institutions

By Robnev Vicror

he police and defence

I force have put in place

measures to curb the

spate of Saturday bank rob-

beries in the Johannesburg
CBD, police said yesterday.

This follows Minister of
Safety and Security Sydney
Mufamadi’s announcement on
Friday that police and army
personnel would protect inner-
city banks that have been hit by
Saturday-morning robberies,

Asked when the programme
would be implemented and
what shape it would take, Na-
tional Crime Prevention and
Reaction Services spokesman
Captain Martin Aylward told
The Star last night: “We have
certain things in place aiready;,
but prefer not to make them
public as it would also alert the
robbers of what we are up to.”

Nine Nedbank branches no
longer operate in the CBD on
Saturdays because robbers have
been taking advantage of con-
gestion to escape after hold-ups.

Mufamadi told a media
briefing in Pretoria on Friday
that the Government could not
allow criminals {o force banks
in CBDs to close on Saturdays.

“Many people can only go to
banks on a Saturday, and I am
... able to announce that the
Minister of Defence and I have
agreed that police and army
personnel will protect affected
hranches.” he said. Operational
* tails would be worked out
shortly with the Council of SA
Banks (Cosab), he said.

Cosab chairrman Bob Tucker
has welcomed the minister's
announcement. “The statement
is consistent with what the
SAPS has promised to do in
their efforts to deal with the
crime situation,” he said yes-

terday. Tucker said the police
efforts were receiving a good re-
sponse and more bank robbery
attempts were being thwarted
and suspects arrested.

“There is no doubt thereisa
drop in the robberies. Hope-
fully, we are on the right track,”
he said, .

Mufamadi said on Friday
that a quick-response unit us-
ing police and military heli-
copters had been established.

Sapa reports there were at
least two bank robberies in Jo-
hannesburg on Saturday.

Security guards delivering
cash to the First National Bank
in High Street, Brixton, were
overpowered by two men at
about 9am. The robbers shot
one guard in the back and es-
caped with a bag of money

| Number of
| ringleaders
| arrested

They then fled with two other
men in a white BMW,

Police from the Johannes-
burg Robbery Reaction Unit
traced the vehicle to Auckland
Park and arrested two suspects,

The stolen money was not
recovered, but police confis-
cated two pistols with the serial
numbers filed off,

The second robbery was at
the Trust Bank a* the corper of
Bree ani® Rissi!, fre s in o
hannesburg at 9.45am. Four
armed men entered the bank
and held up customers and em-
ployees, . while two others
waited outside,

Police arrived and arrested
the two outside. They recovered
a bag containing money and
confiscated two Toyota Corollas
and two firearms.

-

1

sl
R s, :

[ 14

sl ©
-
g—
D
=
c.

A}




CA

NEWS

Spy cameras to go up in Jo’burg
CBD gets closed-circuit TV in battle %M%S&%ﬁim |

ARGUS CORRESPORDENT

Johannesburg — Closed circuit
television cameras are to be mﬂmﬁ&m@
in Johannesburg to help fight crime in
the central business district.

The cameras are expected to be fully
operational by January 1 next year,
according to Central Johannesburg Part-

:nership executive director Neil ¥Frazer. )

. He said consultants were being appoint-
ed to do further research into the project.
The consultants, who are expected to be
appointed by the end of the month, would

‘research the projectfor a further three
months before it was put out to tender.

Mr Frazer said: “I think by October or
November the project should be in
progress. We will definitely be able to
begin on January 1.”

Mr Frazer said the project, which had
been in the pipeline for several vears, was
a joint operation between the Greater
Johannesburg council and the private sec-
tor. A team had visited England to study
the impact of the cameras, and had been
given the go-ahead earlier this year.

The cameras would go a long way
fowards implementing the concept of “visi-
ble policing”, Eﬁor was the most effective
tool Agairist crinie, he said. -

. While he could not say where and how

AR |

the cameras would be used, Mr Frazer
cated that they would most likely be placed
in high-risk crime spots.

Mr Frazer forecast a major change in
Johannesburg’s CBD by the end of the year
inreaction to Anglo American Property
Services’ (Ampros) announcement that
some of its buildings there were for sale.

An Ampros spokesman said buildings
in Johannesburg, Cape Towm, Pretoria and
Durban, valued at R300-million, would be
s0ld because of losses in the past two finan-
cial years. The buildings for sale included

11 Diagonal Street in Johannesburg.

The announcement last Wednesday cre-

- ated Panic in several quarters, and led to

7

speculatioff that Johannesburg’s attempts
atrevitalising the city had been dealt a
severe blow.

Mr Frazer said there had been a “terri-
ble overreaction to the exercise, as build-
ings changed hands all the time”,

Liberty Life Properties director Eric
Bernstein said Liberty Life had no inten-
tion of selling property.

Sanlam Properties assets general man-
ager Fanie Lategan said Sanlam’s vacancy
rate was less than 10 percent.

Most CBD buildings were in Cape
Town, Durban‘and Pretoria, whichhad
fewer problems than J channesburg.and
Port Elizabeth. N
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Pagad breakaway gr01:11p threatens v
+l%(9

By Rooaey Vicron

Police'will be on standby at pop-
ular Rosebank nightspots this
weokend following the threat of
violence by 4 radical group

which has broken away frog
People Against Gangsterism
and Drugs.

Michael Saad, leader of the
new group, phoned The Star
yesterday to say the group

iolence in Rosebank
=

) »

planned to take action against
clubs where drugs were gold,
The group had warned the
clubs concerned to get rid of
bouncers selling drugs, but
they had not done so, he said,
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Rows of shoes
mute testimony

fo crime victims
=101

By TUEMBARAZI SHENQA

AND SArA

e 2q [97

worn shoes lay on the winter
grass at Zoo Lake, Johannes-
burg, yesterday, a silent testi-
mony to the victims of crime
who had once worn them.

Families and friends left po-
ems, candles and flowers along
with the shoes.

The display - at the Johan-
nesburg Community Chest’s
“Pestimony of empty shoes-a
silent march,” - were intended
as symbols dedicated to people
affected by violence or of loved
ones lost, said the chest’s
Brenda Taylor,

A list of crime statisties,
attached to a tree showed that
last year 5 769 murders, 7 173 ai-
tempted murders and 12938
cases of rape were reported in
the provinee.

Director of the Centre for
the Study of Violence and Rec-
onciliation, Graeme Simpson,
said at the ceremony the shoes
showed the suffering that all
South Africans -endured no
matier whether they are from
rich white suburbs or poor
black townships.

“They all have one thing in
common - they all died horri-
ble deaths.” R

Or2of the many muis mes-
sages was atitached to a pair of
white takkies, with a bunch of
roses. It read: “Iain Henderson,
23-yearold gunned.-down out-
side his house parking lot”,

The shoes will be donated to
charities.
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“Gauteng ° alana%i?gg’

“zBontle Nguiyaza q\t\q
-2 gaqwya p
ghenteNuvezs g 51|
-oFBE Democratic Party (DP) said a report indicating
- teng had at least 108 organised crime syndicates
loagd that there were gerious incidents of corruption
within the criminal justice system, was alarming.
4ads Provincial police commissioner Sharma Maharaj
ﬁsented the “threat snalysis” report ag part of an
- Police Service (SAPS) briefing on the state of
mpelicing in Gauteng during Deputy President Thabo
niMpelki's visit to the province. :

Compiled by the provincial organised crime unit
sohetween January and April, the audited report
_sghows 48 syndicates were involved in crimes relati
‘fidagdrugs; 26 to vehicles; 10 to gold and diamonds; an
-dpinetocreditcards. - .-
moftPeter Leon, DP provincial safety and security

-aipokesman and Gauteng leader, said yesterday it

~vwas time government brought the National Intelli-
ngence Agency, police and military intelligénce to-
gother under the direction of Mbeki to comb; t.the.
hafepurge of crime. Leon said if the report was correct,
octhe situation was extremely alarming and the ques-
-otipn that needed to be asked was what was govern-
« qneént and the police doing to rectify the situation.
woris“My impression is the police have been fairly in-
gpreffective in infiltrating the syndicates. It is time that
the deputg president stopped talking about the git-
g-ation and used his enormous powers todeal withit.”
.l Leon said steps taken to deal with the “plague” of
hijacking in Ganteng had been inadequate. Com-
sdnenting on the low fines and lenient sentences for
woanvicted syndicate leaders and members cited in the
. +t. the State Advocate Society said each case
.asMuldbe understood according to its own merits.
-s1q:¢There is a lot of generalisations containing sen-
« hences and no useful comment can be made based on
adtatistics,” a spokesman said, :
gegSA Law Commission s;imkesman Willie van Vu-
uren said the organisation’s working committee had
ssdpproved publication of an jgsue paper on mandatory
squinimum and maximum sentences.
stris “We would like to invite suggestions from the pub-
orlic.and all interested parties on whether mandatory
haentences should be provided forin legislation.”
adl - :
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. ‘Criminal is seen on the same corner ﬁ:m next day Umnmcmm U:U__n is m?ma.

-

Crime Reporter

olice are concerned

about public apathy and

the perception that
crimes are not worth reporting
because of corruption in the
force.

At least 50 John Vorster
Square policemen have been
convicted of serious crimes in
the past 10 months and more
than 380 are being investigated
for crimes ranging from reck-
less driving and assault torape,
armed robbery, corruption mbn
murder.

CBD commander Super-
intendent Jan Otto said public
perceptions of crime in the
inner city had been skewed by

‘media coverage of attacks in
the Smal Street Mall and hit-
and-run crimes involving rov-
ing bands of eriminals.

“The reason the criminal is
seen again on the same corner
the next day is that the public is
often too afraid to lay charges

when a suspeet is caught, and

.ease of bail being granted
' -gncourages wiinesses ‘to back

down,” Otto said. .
Pedestrians and irate shop-
owners have accused police of
inefficiency and collusion with
maranding gangs sometimes
numbering more than 15 mem-
bers, who ruthlessly attack un-
suspecting tourists or first-time
visitors to the city’s heart.
Many expressed frustration
at the lack of any action once
cases were reported, and at-

- tributed the decline in reported .
crime to the public’s lack om‘

faith in CBD police.
“It is horrifying for law-

abiding citizens to see these -

crimes splashed on newspaper
pages, but the truth of the mat-
ter is that reported muggings
and other CBD crimes such as
purse-snatching and smash-
and-grab incidents have de-
clined significantly since polic-
ing efforts were intensified in
July last year;” Otto said.

He added that at least 150

ucromgms were %Eowmn in
four identified policing sectors
daily and they were now being
supported by more than 100
army personnel.

John Vorster Square inter-
nal’ investigation unit head
Captain Peet Marais said 50

66
Truth is that
muggings
are down. -

" significantly

99

policemen, excluding the 50
who had already been con-

_victed, had been posiitvely

identified and linked to serious
crimes such as murder (seven),
corruption (seven) and armed

" robbery (two). Investigators were

finalising their cases for trial.

gmuw more ucromﬂou had
faced internal disciplinary
measures such as demotions,
transfers and fines.

“A major problem for inves-
tigators is getting complainants
to lay charges and getting wit-
nesses to come forward so that
we can gef enough evidence to
go to court,” Marais said. The
unit now had between 380 and
390 cases against police on hand,
with between 50 and 80 casesre-

. ported each month, he added.

Ironically, this figure is down
from the 120 cases a month av-
erage at the beginning of 1996.
“I believe the reason is because
of the widespread exposure of
corrupt police and their prose-
cution, and our efforts to crack
down on crooked policemen is
finally starting to bear fruit.”

John Vorster Square station
commissioner Director David
Botha said a 24-hour hetline to
his office was available for any-
one wishing to report corrupt
police. The hotline numbers are
(011) 834-3577 (w) or 834-5549 (fax).




Police statistics show 10% fewer

—n;otorist;%bb—é—ci, but use of firearms

and violence is increasing

Bv Gni GiFroRD
Crime Reporter

ijacking in Johannes-
Hburg is on the decrease,

according to the latest
unaudited police statistics, but
hijackers are becoming more
vioclent.

Superintendent Kevin
Twiname of the anti-hijacking
unit said 935 motorists were i~
jacked in the Johamhwsburg
area from May to,Jily this y2ar,
compared wiirT 655 Fiigelink”
for the same perfod et yeat™
This was muie thana i(?;‘hdmp
- or 103 fewer cases.

“The figures include trucks
and cars, and although statis-
tics can be easily misinter-
preted, it appears to be an over-
all decregge in Johannesburg,”
Twiname said.

A major concern, however,
is the use of excessive violence.
According to Twiname,
firearms are used in almost all
reported cases and one in five
victims are injured or mur-
dered.

Twiname also said that
while Johannesburg's hijack-
ing rate was down, hijackings
in Soweto were on the increase.

Mark Shaw a researcher at
the Institute for Security Stud-
jes confirmed this trend today,
.saying that an as yet unreleased
victim survey showed that
most hijacking victims were
black and did not come from Jo-
hannesburg’s northern sub-

urbs, where it is generally per-
ceived to be more dangerous.

The Johannesburg anti-hi-
jacking unit, a sub-component
of the Brixton murder and rob-
bery unit, is a 22-member spe-
cialist team which focuses
solely on cases where victims
are injured or murdered, shots
are fired or where arrests are
made soon after an attack.

“We have found that most hi-
}jackings happen on Thursdays
i and Fridays between 4pm and
 fpv g;,early In tve miornings,
t g fill'about the time pe ple
leave for work,” '1'winame said.”

This, he said, indicated a
trend in which hijackers were
moving away from business ar-
eas where visible policing was
apriority, into restdential areas
where victims were more vul-
nerahle to attacks cutside or
near their homes.

Another new hijacking tac-
tic is the robbery of new cars
directly from dealers.

“The guys set up appoint-
ments for what turn out to be
test drive scams in which they
steal the car from the salesman.
This may be because new cars
are often not fitted with track-
ing devices,” Twiname said.

Michael Erasmus, sales
manager for Lindsay Saker
Rivonia, said he was aware of
two sales people hijacked on
test drives - both in the north-
ern suburbs.

“It is likely they are tar-
geted because new cars are gen-
erally fitted with tracking de-
vices only on request from the
buyer,” Erasmus said.

“But hijacking definitely
seems to be decreasing. People
are not scared to buy minibuses
any more.

“People seem to be more
aware of the crime and are tak-
ing sensible precautions,” Eras-
mus said.
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Daimler-Benz, one of ‘Europe’s

biggest corporations, has writ- |
fen to President Nelson Mandela .

-expressing coneern about South

Africa’s high crime rate, which .
has begun to turn awsy poten-

tial German investors.

Jurgen Schrempp, who is
also chairman of the Southern
Afriea Initiative of German Busi-
ness, fold Mandela that becanse
Johannesburg was considered
the gateway to investment in the
subcontinent, the high erime
rate in the city was a hindrance
to investment in southern Africa.

*  Schrempp received a reply
from Deputy President Thabo
Mbeki, who assured the German
business community that the
Government was doing some-
thing about the situation.

New offensive

Mbeki specifically noted the

appointment of South Afriean
Breweries chairman Meyer
Kahn as chief executive officer
of the South Afriean Police Ser-
viee as part of a new offensive
against crime. *

* 'The letier from Schrempp
comes several months afier
German businessmen expressed
concern about security in areas
such as Gauteng. Their fears
arose after a German business-
man died in an attempied hijack-
ing in Johannesburg.

# A survey of German‘or Ger-

man-affiliated companies oper-

ating in South Afriea found that

. with all the things

- half had been affected by crime
N * in recent months.

Stuitgart ~ The chairman of °
. Josef Goigrels, said the Daimler-
-Benz efigirman was hoping the
- appointment of Kahn would help’

A ‘spok&sman for Schrempp,

yo turn the sitnation around.
Gorgels said the erime sitpa-*
tion in Johannesburg had made
the task of German businessmen
keen {o push investment “a mis-
sion impossible”.
“We are irying io mobilise

investment and skills to Afriea. -

Afriea is practically unknown to
the enirepreneur of medium
size. The image of Afriea is very

‘bad. The present

Gorgels said a4 crime-infested
cily was worse than a war zone:
“With war one knows where the
fighting is taking place. At least
you know where the frontier is,
but with this sort of erime there

\E.mucndnyﬁwa:am::o;mw&m,

anywhere,
The message of Gorgels and

Schrempp was one heard re-~

peatedly during a two-week visit
to Germany sponsored by the
German government.

There is a marked enthusi-
asm for doing business, not only
with South Africa but also with

‘other countiries of the Southern

African Develop-

situation in Kenya
and Congo makes
our lives difficult.
“BEvery time you
speak to invesfors
they always agree

you tell them. Then
comes the ques-
tion: “What about
security in Johan-

ment Community.
German govern-
i ment officials and
{ businessmen say
{ Pretoria should
{ push the develop-
{ ment of the SADC
region into a com-
mon market of
140 million people,
much like the

neshurg?’ ” ay European Union,
Gergels  ack- e which has been a
nowledged there ASSURANCE:Mbekisentareply major suecess over
was “a distorted toconcemned businessmen the past few
perception” of deecades.

Afriea in Germany.
“But remember we do not live
on facts but percepiion. For

South Afriea this has reached a

serious level.”

He eaid poteniial invesiors
would have to take éxperts to
Africa if they invested there, but

'it was almost impossible to find

a family who wanied to go to
Sounth Africa.

———

“The message is to develop
this common market. Many of
the countries in the neighbour-
ing couniries are complaining
that South Africa has main-
tained protectionist policies and
that {rade relations are tipped in
favour of South Eow. one

* businessman said.

South Africa’s protectionist
policies and its lack of competi-

umﬁmime to riches n_omma_ _o< the

tiveness, especially whef- “mea”"
sured m.m&nmﬂ other “high-wage™

countries, was also cited by
many as a drawback. R

Referring to international
forums such as the SADC,
Gorgels observed that : the.

“SADC should work hard snd
be stronger and work together
in the global economy m.m..ﬂoEﬁ
forces™. 3

The Germans are mﬁ.oumq
pushing the line that the ay the
indusirialised world can best
help Afriea is thirough investment
and nof through aid handouis.

As part of a R10-billion arms
package which has been offered
to the SA National Defence Foree
for its ré-equipment programme,
the Germans have proposed a
number of counter-trade propos-
als which they claim will help to
generate thousands of jobs.

Importance

Mbelkd is due to visii Germany
in Oetober as part of the Ger-
man-South African Bi-national
Commission, which is regarded
by the cmvm;Emnﬁ of Foreigh
Afiairs in Preforia as of equal
importance to the South African-
United States Bi-national Com-
mission, which recenily held a
geries of sessions in Washing-
ton.

Gorgels said a German busi-
ness organisation planned a
number of visits to southern
Africa in the coming year, and
wonld also host severa! semi-
nars in Germany to encourage
investors and entrepredeurs fo
consider southern Africa.
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By CRAIG URQUHART

An elite proactive police unit is
being set up to “wipe out” erime
in the city centre, with more
men, & faster reaction time and
a broader mandate than any
other unit.

The new special task team
will be bolstered by “heavy-
weights” within the SAPS to
establish an effective, highly
specialised upit to combat seri-
ous crime in Johanmesburg.

Although numerous other
plans have been {ried and tested
— frequently without success —
both the safety and security min-
istry and the police believe they
have turned the corner in their
fight against crime: “The crime

.
ot

uper-cops’ ar

DY

'Hapes growfor end to-
e called
(2| a+

levels have stabilised and 1 think

_we are on the verge of seeing an

overall drop (in Johannesburg).
TI'm sure this unit and many of
the other initiatives we are
working on will have an impact,”
said Director David Botha, sta-
tion commander of Johannes-
burg Central police station.
When she revealed the plan
to the Saturday Star yesterday,
Gauteng Safety and Security
MEC Jessie Duarte promised:
# Enough policemen - uni-
formed and undercover — pa-
trolling the streets, with police
vehicles stationed throughout
the city ready for any, emer-
gencies.
M “Police will be able to get to
the scene of any crime within the

CBD crime
gattle'

" i

city limits within two minutes,
and will be able to cordon off
Jarge sections of the city if erim-
inals have escaped.”

W The existing SAPS robbery
reaction upit, established in
1986 as an elite undereover unit
to combat escalating erime in
the city centre, will be incorpo-
rated into the new unit.

Duarie said the task force
would differ vastly from existing
gpecialist units because respon-
gibility for it would be cen-
tralised under the SAPS'S area
commander for Jobannesburg. 2

It would also have a brief to |
prevent and combat every sort:
of crime, from petty offences to
hijacking, bank robbery and
rape.

i e

L=




Johannesburg’s ‘safety ’

T -

By JACQUI REEVES

New deadlines were announeed this week
for Johannesburg’s elosed-cirenit televi-
sion (CCTV) projeet.

The project forms part of the city’s
much-vaunted “safety ling” campaign — a
project that was meant to have been
breathing on ifs own more than four
months ago.

' “The new deadlines claim the CCTV sys-
tem will be operating in the city’s central
buisiness district by March 1 1998.

. . When challenged in the provineial leg-
islature on the altered deadlines, MEC for
Safety and Security Jessie Duarte lashed
out at her challenger, the Democratic
Party’s Peler Leon.

A war of words en-
sued, with Leon referring
to Duarte as the MEC for
“paranoia and insécurity”
and claiming she was
sounding “shrill and hys-
terical”. Duarie refurned
the blow when she
accused Leon of hecom-
ing a “petty little individ-
val”,

While the other mem-
bers appeared o be
wholeheartedly enjoying
the debaie, heekling and
langhing at will, the seri-
ousness of the issue
appeared to become lost
among all the misguided
‘mirth.

" Addressing the standing committee on
safety and seeurity hours before the sit-
ting of the legislature, Sylvester Rakgoadi,
the department’s deputy direetor of policy
planning, detailed the status quo of the
safety-lung projeets.

. Rakgoadi said the “stakeholder com-
mittee” that had been established to over-
see the CCTV project had decided to opt
for a high-quality system that could be
expanded fo Johannesburg’s entire inner
city. He said the focus of the project would
initially be on the quality of the system, fol-
lowed by the cost factor and then the time
it would take to implement the project.

Challenging the MEC on this prioritisa-
tion, Leon called for an end to “moving

lung’ project still does
not have life of its own
Sor b]9197%-

BLASTED: Jessie Duarte was slated
for shifting deadlines
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tim1ta-ﬂ-ames” wheré deadlines were never
kept. e

Duarte then accused Leon of ignoring
any successes that have been achieved in
the CBD, saying she would not allow him
to demoralise “good police officials”. She
also laid the blame for the delay in the
CCTV project on the funder, Business
Against Crime, which initially promised an
amount of Ri-million to the project but
eventually offered only R100 000,

Two months ago the Saturday Star
published a litany of unfinished projects
that have marred the safefy-lung project.
While some progréss has been made on
certain projects, Rakgoadi was loath to be'
pinned down on the issue of deadlines.

He finally agreed that the new CCTV
deadlines were “realistic”,
and were flexible only to
the point that delivery may
occur before the deadline,
but not thereafter.

He said a project man-
ager had been appoinied
to guide the process, which
{ began with a feasibility
1 study on August 1.

On the issue of sectoral
policing, Rakgoadi said
the project was operating
in 12 sectors in the cily,
and that resources such
as radios and luminous
vests had been requested”
from the police scrvice's
logisties departmeqt,
which would improve the success rate of
the secfors. o

Newly revised deadlines for the CCTV'
project in Johannesburg’s CBI) are: "
B Project commenced ~ August 1 1997;

W Finalisation of project requirements —
September 30 1997:

M Finalisaticn of tender documentation —
October 30 1997;

N Issue of tender documents — November 1
1997, :

B Completion of tender review and con-
tract award — January 1 1998;

M Finalisation of shop drawings/equip-
ment selection and start site — February 1
1998, n

i Target for fully functional operation —
Mareh 1 1998,
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Taking the law into their own hands ... the barrier In Bird Street, Mayfair, jntended to keep criminals out.

Residents block off part of

Mayf ir

Series of attacks leads to illegal erection of:rallllngs - a move not welcomed by everyone

estdents of a Johannes-
Rburg suburb have taken

the law into thelr own
hands by closing off part of
thelr street without council
permission.

A block of upmarket town-
houses and 16 palatial homes in
Bird Street, Mayfair, have been
separated from the rest of the
suburb by strong raflings and a
controlled entry point manned
by guards.

The unauthorised closure
by the group of homeouners
about two weeks ago has led to
complaints from minibus taxl
drivers, who say thelr route to
and from the Industrial area in
Church Street has been length-
ened, and a spaza shop owner,
Isaac Dlamini, who claims he
has lost all his passing trade.

“Many of my customers
walked from the station up Bird
Street, but now detour along
14th Avenue. My little shop is
directly opposite the closed side
of Bird Street, and all my pass-

ing trade is gone.” Dlamini sald,

Taxl drivers, who used to
use Bird Street as a short cut to
factorles in Church Street be-
cause the traffic was less heavy,
claim they now have to negoti-
ate a series of traffic lights,
which slows down their pro-

58,

But residents inside the en-
closed suhurb - called Crown
North Exténsion 2 -say the bar-
rier has made them feel safer
after several armed attacks on
residents over the past thres
months.

“The rajlings are a good

"idea, but It is inconvenient

for both residents and visiters.
For the sake of everyone's
safety we must put up with
the inconvenience,” said Mo-
hammed Anver Varlawa, a
spokesman for the townhouse
regidents,

Mohammed Salim Hadjee,
gpeaking on behalf of the
homeowners, said the idea of
erecting a barrier had followed
several visits to enclosed sub-
urbs in eastern Johannesbuxg,

WWe wrote to the council

l

several times asking for
permission to ereet a barrler
and did not receive a single re-
ply, 50 two weeks ago we went
ahead with the project,” Hadjee
sald.

Until a proper guardhouse
hag been built, cars and pedes-
trians entering the road are not
stopped, but this situation will

" change when the shelter is com-

pleted.

The Northern council, un-
der whose jurisdiction Mayfair
falls, was not available, for
comment,




SONIRARY, /o éjommon;‘bch‘ef the
Wéﬁiéﬁj @aipy —‘“‘ilﬁd'npl-@auteng— isthe
most dafigerous province, recent crime
statistics released by Nationa Police
Comiissioner George Fivaz reveal,

Figures presented by Fivaz to the
portfolio committes on safety and secy-
rity indicated the Western Cape had the
highest murders-to-population ratio —
37,8 murders 1o 100 000 people in the
first six month this year '\

Gauteng comes second with 34,1
murders to- 100 000, followed by the
Northern -Cape with 33,5 then 30,7 for
Kwazr.ilu—Natal. ‘

" all-tisle high within the’provinée

.- reported in the same petiod in 1994,

Wwere reporied in the firgy $ix months, an.

~

The report showed. | 476 murders

19.8percent increase  from the <237

Gatteng, on the other hand, has
shown an” 18,8 percent decrease from
31151n 1994 t9 2 530 thi§ year in the
same period, e e

At2 811 Kwazulu-Natal still has the"
highest number of teported miirders but
this must be seen in Proportion’to the
province’s . large popuiation,. The
province also had the highest décrease in
the number of murdeys from 4 314 i
1994 10 2 811 this year — 5 34,8 pércent

decrease, .




m.>_oxms&m msa EOa ka mwo Gauteng’

By Gui GiFroRD
) Q_&% ‘Reporter
‘,,,Emmmhmnm in Johannesburg
_..mua ‘Moroka in Soweto have
&mmmfimscmmn as Gauteng’s '
véowmmuﬁ.gm areas, and are to
;.umbmm» from wwmmwcm_m of pro-
vincial . ‘resources, wmmm&« and
‘,..ummonhuaﬂ MEC .ummmﬁ Duarte
-said yesterday.

crimes “Gver the ummﬁ year,

Alexandra and Moroka record-
ed alarmingly high statistics.
“We have been looking at
where, when and why crime
happens in these areas,” she
said, adding that all available
assisStance would be sent to the

two crime gﬁucﬁ -

_Alexandra’s main uuaEmEm
werea high-density population,

Diirte said; Erm-uﬁm%wmbﬁt “a.lack of thoroughfares, hous-

released crime mﬁmnmuﬂcm.m.ow the .

. province; H.m<mmm..mn a, nmn:zm in.

- murder ‘and:y ompmm mmﬁoﬁm :

ing. uonmEm and an influx cm
Emmmu Eumnmﬁm !
H.H.oEmEm contributingto Eo.

memwum&gmwmﬁm.ngm
large number of shebeens,
where shootings and stabbings
were regularly reported during
weekends, and a H:m_p density of
shacks.

Gangsterism and alcchol-
abuse were other problem issues
in the township, Duarte said.

But apart from the two prob-
lem areas, crimefighting ini-

" tiatives in Gauteng appeartobe .

paying off, according to Provin-

icial Commissioner mrmﬁEm,

Em#mg

owEo hotspots

“At this mem we are satis-
fied that, given the additional
staff deployed in the city and
high visibility polieing, there is
a decline in crime and prob-
lems of the past have stabil-
ised,” Maharaj said.

He added that the establish-
ment of a specialist bank rob-
bery unit had resulied in “a
tremendous breakthrough” re-

mamdmmﬁmﬂmmmﬁmbmmmwmﬁ_

drop in bank robberies and a

50% decline in attacks on cash-
in-transit vans.
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Pretoria fears J c:msumm_::.m s crime is ‘spilling over’
. 3

% ®d #a 97

bery-and hijacking in the past month viority crimes including murder and
were the upmarket suburbs of Brogk- mu.nmwﬁmmmnﬁb g,

lyn and Garsfontein, and the tradition- afety -and security MEC Jessie
al black suburbs such as Mamelodi, Duartesaid yesterday that while these to the SAPS’s continuing campaipn
Soshanguve and the coloured township  two priority crimes had declined in  against m.:nmmmamuﬂ.m in Hillbrow amd
Eersterust. ater Johannesburg, the trend in &t its surrounds, and the high rate-of
east three Soweto townships and arrests of would-be drug pediarerat
Alexandra scemed headed in the oppo- Johanresburg Internati irports
site direction. Citing Jabavu, Moroka Sapa reports that Duarte said while
and Meadowlands as the most affected  statistics showed a decline of armed
areas, she said the drug problem in  bank robberies and robberies of cash in

. =

drug dealing, was prevalent, she sald.
Duarte attributed the general®e-

cline in crime in greater Johannesburg

er Corrie Naude, said that as in the
rest of the country, the Pretoria police
had stabilised or decreased crime in
the area, National statistics showed
that of the 20 most serious crimes, 11
had been stabilised and nine cut.

“But palice management is serious-

Stephané Bothma month last year,” Naude said.
PRETORIA — Armed robberies and
Emnw..mnmm have shown a dramatic in-
crease of 76% and 47% respectively in
Pretoria in August compared with the
same month last year, causing major
concern among police that violent
crime from Johanneshurg was spilling
overtothecity. R

Referring to nationsl crime statis-

Pretoria had 174 car and truck hi-
jackings from June to August this year
and 498 armed robberies during the
same period.

Naude said that to put the statistics
in perspective, one had to keep in mind
Iy concerned about the increase in cer-  that armed robbery over the past 12
tain crimes in the Pretoria region. Rob-  months, compared with the previous
bery in which firearms were used in- wmmp.. decreased by 1,23% and hijacking
creased by 76% and car and truck by4,3%.

Residential housebregkings were
down 2,8.

Bonile Nggiyaza reporis the
Gauteng safety and security depart-
ment has released statistics indicating

tics released last week, the Pretoria
ares commander, deputy commission-

de,

hijackings increased by 47% in August
this year compared with the same

Of 48 police stations in the Pretoria
region, those hit hardest by armed rob-

an overall decrease 1n eriminal activi
in the province — particularly of hig|

these areas appeared to be centred on
schools. Substance abuse, rather than

transit in most areas, in some arens
there were increases of up to 60%. - iX
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-30:""the vietim survey |
i found that 88% of
all questioned rape
victims (particular-

demographics ol Greater,
Johanneshurg. - ,,mwi 307
Researchers considered . 20-
any experience with erime  “49.
within the past five years
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applieable for the study. . : ly in the urban con- Pt

One of the mzﬁmw.mecmﬁ Did not know 8 Known by sight g Kriown by n text of Johannes- L 4

stariling findings dealt with burg) did not know 2

the racial categories of victims. their attacker at all. ; o ,ww "

In most of the violent crimes, Africans were vic- De Kock said although the very g ey sor ZE L E
timised disproportionately, given their share of Johan- high percentage of vietims wheo said zﬁ% ¢ N $ S
nesburg’s metropolitan population. they were dissatisfied with the ser- RS ; : 2, ;w IR
) * IS :

vice they received from the SAPS
was cause for concern, police offi-
cials were “not that surprised”.

He said ihey were aware of the
deficiencies in detection and investi-
gation. ‘

“We know the quality of investi-
gation is not up to scratch — we
have picked this up in our own

More than 80% of all the vietims of common assault,
rape and murder were African.

Chris de Kock, the head of the Crime Information
Management Cenire of the SAPS, said this latest study
debunked long-held perceptions that whites were heing
predominantly targeted in violent erimes such as hijacl-
ings.

“In traditionally black iownships, light delivery
bakkies and combis are a searce commodity, and are fre-
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quently hijacked and stolen from their owners,” he said.
De Kock said the up-and-coming black middle class of
South Africa, and more specifically of Gauteng, was fast
becoming a prime target.
“This developing middle class is becoming a target
because, while people may be living in ithe suburbs, their
friends and family are still in the townships and they

visit them frequently,” he said. Because most burglaries hap- : ) !

Shaw said that the more mobile people are, the more pen al the home, the researchers w 3 . LN “
likely they are to be hit by erime. concluded that the majority of 3 ¥t ST
"~ “When you live and work in only one area, your these crimes (48%) happen in the PRE EE SN
chances of becoming a victim appear to be less. suburbs. Fishes T : w,w, S

“Rather than being strictly an issue of race, this frend Most victims of common assault AP 7 Y
appears to be becoming more of a class and lifestyle  (43%} live in informal settlements. e &4 AL
issue, where a greater degree of mobility increases your More than half of these erimes |#F ; . N S MM
chances of being victimised,” he said. occur near the home, leading Ry y w ,” _

Criticism has recently been levelled at police statis-
ties, with academics and researchers challenging the
comparative rates presenied, and how realistic these
rates are.

analyses of clearance rates —sowe |}}! SN O BRI ST

have to improve our quality and
focus on priority erimes,” he said.

The survey also questioned
respondents on their place of resi-
dence, rather than where the
crimes where commitied.

experts to suggest that many of
these assaults happen in informal
setilements, and could be related to
shebeens.

GRAPHIC: JASON ASKEW
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Critics of police statistics claim that rather than com- Interestingly, most of ihe hijack-
paring the number of vehicles hijacked with the number  ingvictims (43%) are black and live
of vehicles owned, police “weight” the statistics and in the suburbs, followed by 28% living in the inner city. “The Safer Cities project is a new perspective in y : [
compare them to the population as a whole. This suggests there are more Africans living in sub-  crime prevention. It runs parallel to the criminal justice VICTIMS” RACIAL CATEGORIES
The same criticism is levelled atf rape figures, where  urbs than expected, and thai these people have lifestyles  system; it does not try to replace it, il just helps to form j
the SAPS compares the statistics against the entire pop-  which predispose them (or increase their risk) to hijack-  part of 2 comprehensive siraiegy” Robertshaw said. = =
ulation, while according to current South African legis- ing. The Safer Cities project has formed parinerships = =3 &
lation, only women can be raped. Police seepticism about the practical use of siatistics with more than 80 groups and has formed a steering m. = o 2
In such instances, the realily is that vielim figures in crime prevention is something De Kock said he is commitiee to design erime prevention policy around = B = .m
eould be substantially higher than the public is led to  fighting to overcome — with increasing suceess. urban safety. v = m g W B
believe. “The SAPS is slowly but surely realising that statis- = = E 2 £ S = =
+ . e 2 ] = o= a2 2
ties can be one of the best indica- % I 8 g s = = 2 2 5 %
WERE VICTIMS SATISFIED WITH THE WAY tors for effeciive erime preven- 100 - - - - - 00
POLICE Umbﬁ_. ] ._..—cﬁn _.H.W—Q% are UGMN_H_EH—W ._“O
= = realise that aecurate statistics -
= g E are the basis of crime prevention z % 2 » Y
& 1 % - g tactics,” he said. g g = g I
2|z i3 £ Although De Kock admits z 8 & & 804 8
= Z N S 3 wﬁﬁw%m E.mm..m struggle to sell”, - i _ a - £ E ; o
= = 3 = 5 B - 5 e believes Singapore is proof 5 s.nm =) e b & =
%5 | 2| 5| =] 3 |2 | 81| 3 |%]| thatthebattiecanbewon %) g = 13| x] 2| 5|%
100 100 After 17 years of fighting for [100 100 60
L gp | the use of statisties in strategic | op) "I a0
| 20 and operational analysis, statis- aol — — 80 5 50
ties now form the basis of all T
- 70 | police interventions in Singapore. | 70} - - 70 40
L 60 Rory mbdmuwmmwm.ﬁ the co-ordi- | 60 + - 60 -
f naior of the Safer Cities project, 1 ) 3
20 said three main objectives were 30 - MN 3 %
- 40 being pursued: the project hoped 4 2 20
i - 30§ to help prevent members of the | 30 - ; 30
] 20 { publicbecomingoffenders,tohelp | 20 | 20 1 10
| 1o | vielims avoid becoming repeat 10 -8 b . 10
0 victims, and to improve the urban 0 -+ B - 0 0
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Intimidation ... amember of Pagad is ready to stand his ground
and drew threats of retribution if thl_ase acts continue, The car in the backg

Pagad warns gangst

. Antattack

by the Fast Guns gang on Monday night was the first by gangsters on Pagad in Gauteng,
round was not one of those damaged in the attack. . .
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‘Smashing of windows of cars draws threat of a Jo’burg war, with warning

Gs

Crime Reporter

he Gauteng arm of Peo-
ple Against Gangsterism
and Drugs yesterday
threatened a full-blown war on
local gangsters and drug deal-
ers following Monday night's
attack on a member's house in
Bosmont, western Johannes-
burg.
Four alleged members and a
leadey of agang called the Fast ~
Guns were agrested inWest-
‘\b d Bésmont after th
attadiioh Pagatf inember lsa
Wiltiams' house in Bosmont.
The attackers smashed the,

ury German cars parked in the '

yard at about 9.30pm. ! .
Williams (43) said two men

knocked on the gardener’s

| tomgrrow
- “%ﬁy t@jaiigﬁafe'

% Williams’

windows of Williams’ two lux; *

back door; mistaking it for his.
His wife later went out and
the men went into the house to
tell Williams that “the attacks
will siop on condition you stop
your activities with Pagad”.
Pagad has since moved

i Four suspects
due to appear

in court

i

hotise”, s}

GautefigPrgad lehder Ayob
Mingalee said the attack was
the first between gangsters and

. Pagad in Gau
RﬂgSnnﬂbeL':seh%l;s in the West-

ern Cape have claimed several

¢

lives over the past few weeks.

Mungalee said “the same sit-
uation could well happen in
Gauteng if the gangsters con-
tinued their unprovoked at-
tacks on us”.

He said Pagad had at least
5000 members in Gauteng, of
whom 40% were non-Muslims.

“If they (pgangsters) con-
tinue with this type of thing
then we want {0 warn them
that we are prepared to takt?
this all the way We can con

nt themn, ‘Mungalee gaid.

*He comifended the police on

thbir swifi reaction to ‘the at-

tack on Williams' house.

1 think we were headed for
a blopdbath had the police not
been as co-operative as they
were.

“It shows that, together, we
can overcome the scourge of

that ‘If they continue with this type of thing we are prepared to go all the way'

drugs and gangsters in our
communities,” Mungalee said.

Johannesburg police spokes-
man Inspector Mark Reynolds
gaid local police launched a
search for the two suspects,
and two 21-year-old mpn were

Police are
praised for

| their speedy .

E R

e }
arrested near the xsoen.ér of the
attack .

One of the men was found
in possession of 2 9mm pistol.
Ownership details of the gun
are still being checked,” Rey-
nolds sajd.

Members of the Johannes-

burg flying squad and dog
unit joined the investigations,
and a third man, aged 26, was
arrested at a block of flats in
‘Westbury, western Johannes-
burg, early yesterday.

A fourth man was arrested
at a house in Mayor Avenue,
Westbury

Reynolds said the imu' SUS-
pects were being hr, at the
Sophlatown police tqg gyThey j
were expected to appwar in
court tomorrow, when they
would face charges of intimj-
dation and malicious damay
to property.

Mungalee and a group of
heavily armed fellow Pagad
members yesterday pointed out
a house where police arrested
the men and claimed the attack
on Williams' house had been
carried out from there.
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JOHANNESBURG residents’ attitude to
-crime and punishment had hardened with
many indicating they wanted more police de-
ployed and harsher penaltiés for offenders, a
survey released yesterday by the Institute for
Security Studies said. :

The survey, which estimated that over the |

ﬂ mmmﬁ five years as many as 65% of Johannes-
urg’s residents had heen victims, of, crime,
was co-ordinated by the Safe City project with
i ngmcwmﬁu from the Dutch government and
! e United Nations. If said the majority of the
:| 800 réspondents, out of 1 225 interviews con-,

ducted, were critical of government’s respoxis-- ; ‘crifiies, including mug,
3 3 : .

€s to crime, R
The survey was the first to be conducted A.WE‘,
Johannesburg’s streets rather than in peo-

Attitudes to crime

" riol1s property crimes

20 slio\ax

WH%m houses and had respondents selected
om informal settlements, suburbs, town-
ships and the inner city across the metropoli-
tan area, the institute said.

Only a small nwnowcwﬂob (12%) of victims of
“erime thought the death penalty would hel,

" make Johannesburg safer — a view share
* equally among rsce groups, with 5% of black

~and 5,3% of white victims endorsingit.
Of all the crime w%mmw considered, only se-
I ike car theft, hijacking
and burglary corrésponded to police statistics,

'These had high rates of reporting because of
". insurance regquirements, the institute said.

Reporting

¥,

rates for a series of violent

ing and robbery and

tlow. Police statistics for'thése crimes failed to

"reflect their extent accurately. “For eéxample,
|

wmb, dategories of assault were comparatively

wwm\_w%wagma — survey

only 25% of people who said they were victims
of assault without a weapon and 34% of mug-
ging and robbery victims reported these to the
police,” spokesman Antoinette Louw said. The
survey indicated that 6% of people in Johan-
nesburg were victims of mugging and robbery.

Of those victims who reported their crime
to the police, the vast majority — across crime
types — were dissatisfied with the way police
dealt with their report, particularly victims of

- sexual harassment ahd abuse (97,1%), it said.

Although the reasons for the dissatisfac-
tion varied, it appeared that poor service
rather than inability to solve their case or re-
turn their property was an issue; This sug-
gested that in the short-term improvements

. in police moﬁoﬁ.ﬁw and improved service and
* attitude at'the ¢

. arge office rather than an
improved case clearance rate, would improve

¥

public perceptions of the police.

The institute said blacks in the Johannes-
burg metropolitan area were disproportion-
ately victimised — particularly with regard to
violent crime such as assault, murder and
rape. More than 80% of the victims:of these
crimes were black while only 67%, of.Johan-
nesburg’s population wasblack., ~~' . . " .

Regarding property crimes, whites and
Asians were disproportionately affeéted — for
burglary and car theft 35% and 40% 6f victims

‘'were white and Asian respectively, while

whites made up only 21% of the popirlation.
The survey showed that while the-majority

of hijack victims lived in the suburbs, they

were predominantly black (72%),

" A'comprehensive report, of -victim trends

and profiles would bie available early next

month, the institute said.

1




Statistics show that the rot

s in Gauteng'’s copshops
g aAS(EOST@@O /@ﬁ% r!: mngdﬂebehmd.

More than 1 000 members of the 32 000-
strong Gauteng police force have been
charged for committing erimes — an
average of eight policemen per station.

These horrifying statistics, released
this week, emanate from research done
between January 1996 and May 1997 for
the Gauteng ministry of safety a.nd
security.

The most serious offences eomlmt-l

ted by policemen include murder, rape,
corruption, armed robbery and ﬂ'aud. .
The most “popular reasons” cited for
Gauteng police suspensions were
policemen being connected to “unspeci-
fied serious crimes”, with murder and
corruption taking a joint second place
on this list. In Soweto, the most common
reason for suspension was also given as
unspecified erimes, followed by murder;
while on the West Rand, rape is the sec-
ond most commen offence.
-In Pretoria, murder, corruption
and other unspecified crimes were
equally common but in Johannesburg,

corruption tops the list, with armed

Since January 1996 in Johannesburg
there have been 197 policemen — an
average of 10 per station — charged with
crimes, while 79 members were sus-
pended. In the whole of Gauteng, 239

policemen have been suspended durmg
this period.

'I‘here are ,2771 departmenta.l

charges facing Gauteng police, which

“* include petly offences like late-coming,

absenteeism without consent, insubor-
dination, failure fo respect a lawiul com-
mand by a senfor officer, and misuse of
police vehicle or state property. -

Safety and Security MEC Jessie
Duarte said it was “heartening to know
the police were being open about this”
and that “it takes a special individual {o
come into the polme and rema.m
untainted”. =

She said one had to take into
account that “from their own admission
to these problems, the police are clearly
serious about self-cleansing”.

The research also showed fhat the |

numbers of reslgnations and staff short-
ages were exceptiona]ly hlgh.

,“""‘
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Cape officials track down 238
ocial welfare ‘g
0,110/ ¢z

‘cases o
Linda Ensor 2 E)

CAPE TOWN — A total of 238 cases of

gocial welfare fraud amounting to

R1,9m in overpayments was identified

in a few Western Cape welfare offices

by a special task team appointed by

gl}'%vincial health and social welfare
C Ebrahim Rasool.

Cages where beneficiaries had re-
ceived irregular paymenis had beenre-
ported to the police. In addition, inves-
tigations or action had been instituted
against 28 administration officials sus-
pected of fraud. Four officials from old
age facilities and one from the Post Of-
fice had also been identified as being
involved in irregular activities.

This was just the tip of the iceberg,
the task team, commissioned in April
last year and led by Ernst & Young's
Timothy Steele, found. Corruption and
fraud within the welfare system was
widespread. :

Inits report, released yesterday, the
tagk team suggested that as much as
R20m a year could be saved if findings
related fo the Worcester and Beaufort
Waest offices, the focus of its study, were
extended to the rest of the province.

The task team said that basic
changes had to be made to systems to
put a stop to the irregularities, which
were mainly due to a lack of control and

- tions such as old age and childrens’

au
+

. Social gecurity ap-
plications should be captured onto the
computer system at the point of inter-
view to remove opportunities for fraud
and cut down on bureacratic methods,

A standard costing sg;stem should
be developed for. subsidised institu-

homes and homes for the disabled, and
all individuals in these institutions
should be means tested.

Once the social security and subsidy
systems had been upgraded, the fi-
nance and provisioning systems could
be reviewed. Implementing these sys-
temic changes could save as much as
R80m a year, the report noted.

“To date, foremsic investigations
have led to savings to the department
in excess of R50m and if the recommen-
dations on systems and data clean-up
are followed, savings of approximately
this guantum could be achieved annu-
ally over the next five years.”

In addition to the fraud uncovered
by the task team, Rasool also discov-
ered last year that officials had been
involved in the irregular award of a
R150m contract to Nisec to pay pen-
gions, Thirty staff merobers are facing
fraud charges in this regard and Ra-
sool indicated his intention to take le-
gal action against Nisec to reclaim
R150m of welfare money allegedly lost.
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Concern that situation will worsen if high profile of police and

councii officials is not maintained

BY Roonev Vicron

. rm streets of Hillbrow
i are much cleaner follow-
-+ ing a two-week blitz on

.| crime and grime in the suburb,
| but shopkeepers say they are’

not necessarily safer;

Police arrested 443 people,
and council officials collected
1750 tons of rubbish during the
cleanup, but Hillbrow busi-
nessmen still express concern
that the sitnation will deterio-

rate again if police and councit .

officials do not maintain their
high profile in the area.. .

‘terday, Hillbrow police mwonm.
man Senior m:umH.EﬁmunmE..

Danie Louw said police had
arrested 391 illegal immigrants
and 52 other people for crimes
that included robbery, rape,
possession of stolen property,
vehicle theft, theft out of vehi-
cles, dealing in &,.:mmmbn moﬁo
iting for' wwomuﬁzﬂou. e
ogbnm muow%ﬁmu Enﬁmwn
Brown said. m-m city; _ m_mSHo,mu.
mental wmm#w nmu
inspected me,nwEEEMm mmﬂa
fined 98 landiérds whosé pre:
mises weré infested with ver-
min or were mchmﬁm Hmmamaw
8 other health hiazards.

P Lhoﬂwsbmmv&w.m g%ﬁm&x&.
At a news nonmm_.munm %mmJ

it had firied 215 street traders

“for” ncbﬂ.mqmuﬁm ﬁ.m&bm by-
laws, he mmE and traffic offi-

cers had issued 819 fines.
Shopkeepers said the sub-
urb was noticeably cleaner and

&6
-it's the L
foreigners
“Who have the
_-.u..,.u power
-99

_mmm noumgwmm but added: that

Em cleanup needed to be main- .

tained to be effective.
“You can’t come in and clean

up once and then expect a mir-
acle,” said long-time Hillbrow
pharmacist Harry Lits.

Hairdresser Mavis Masekwa
said the police had concen-
trated mainly on illegal immi-
grants. “They should have fo-
cused on the criminals, because
crime is still here,” she said.

Several shops reported a
significant drop in turnover
QE.EW the &mmb&.

“Hillbrow is always full of
people, but it has been only half
full Hmn@&% Business has been
very slow,” said fast-food man-

X mwﬁ. Chris Vundla.

'’ Shopkéeper Maude Leo mﬁm
mw,m hadhardly seena mommumbmw
,wmn m&% for two weeks!

taned

“It’s the foreigners who have
the buying power. Maybe they
will feel safer now that this is
all finished and they can start
coming back,” she said.

Gauteng Safety and Security
MEC Jessie Duarte said she
supported a move to 583_@
the anti-crime-and-grime blitz |
in Hillbrow to focus on more se- #
rious crimes: “Everything is go- |
ing according to plan and we
are thus far very satisfied with
the campaign. We would like to
see more action against drug
ﬁ.mhmowEm and child prostitu-

tion.”

She called on Em commu-
nity to support the cleanup by
police and the metro council.
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Jo’burg Pagad -
unit held after
drug%clash

3110{47(=8)

Proof that pressure is on us, not dealers, claims movement

By GiiL GIFFoRD

fter.a week of tension,

‘ culminating in a shoot-

out between the vigi-

lante group People Against

Gangsterism and Drugs (Pa-

gad) and alleged drug dealers

in Lenasia, Johanneshurg, this

week, police have clamped

| | down on thegroup and arrested
| eight'people. . ‘

All are due to appear in the
Protea Magistrate’s Court to-
day after an identity parade.

Pagad leader Ayob Mung-
alee said the arrests are proof
that the police are putting pres-
sure on Pagad to stop their ac-
tivities.

He said that on Wednesday
night members of the group
wentto visit an alleged Lenasia
drug dealer to “#ask him to stop
dealing in-the drugs and to
come to moshye with our mem-
bers on Friddy”. They were
B | threatened By a‘man’holding a
. .8 ,;'g,;]"n. '

@ |, Mungaleeclaims that Pagad
M /i members disarmed the man;, ~
N buﬁyg;hen police arrived on thed-
Scene, the man's gun was re-
:tmned to him,-gud he opened

v

e
“ : s

five on them. Pagad returned
fire but withdrew when other
alleged drug dealers in the area
arrived,

According to Mungalee, of
the eight people arrested only
four were Pagad members, The
commander of the group, only
jdentified as Yusuf, was among
those arrested.

The others were Isak Will-
jams, Anwar Samodien and
Khalil Ebrahim. The other four
were arrested while visiting
the home of a Pagad member.

“They are to appear in an
identity parade today. Those
who are not recognised will be
released and those pointed out
will be taken to court for a bail
hearing,” Mungalee said.

“We are not denying that
our members were invoived in
the incident, but they were act-
ing in retaliation. They have
been held in custody for almost
48 hours, and police are fhreat-
ening to hold them for scven
morerdays on’ the grounds of
time needed for further invest-
gation,” said Mungalee.

But Pagad ;nembers, claim-
ing police intimidation, main-
tain they will éontinue their
stand against drug dealers and

W
i

L5

gangsters and a bus load of
supporters would be offloaded
at the Protea Magistrate’s
Court in Soweto.

“The police have fold us
they will oppose bail and ask
for our people to be kept in cus-
tody for another week if we
protest at the court. But their
threats will not stop us. We just
feel that if police spentas much
time and effort fighting crime
as they did fighting Pagad, we
would have less crime to WorTy
about,” said Mungalee.

Captain Deon Hall of the
Lenasia police confirmed that
several arrests had been made
in connection with a shooting
on Wednesday night.

‘«An attack on an alleged
drug dealer’s house did take
place, and a man was shot and

"§5 in hospital. We cannot say

much as investigations are at a
sensitive stage and we don’t
want this thing to erupt into:a:
Cape Flats-type situation.”
Mungalee said the shootout,.
followed a week of aétion by Patlp
gad membeys in e Greyvillel*
Lenasia, area. He said the area
had about 24 drug dealers “who
were holding the community to
ransom by terrorising them”.

PR



Counal warns re5|dents that antl-crlme

barrlcades will be removed -r

”

/\\rz:'rrr lq-mwfq—-‘ R

Sandton Bureau
J subiirbs residents have
‘closed off moré than 200
roads during the past few
months in bids to cut ecrime.
But at least half the closures
are illegal, and local couneils
have served removal notices on
many residents. -
Greater Johannesburg’s
Eastern council says barri-
cades —usually booms manned
by armed guards — are illegal if
they are erected before council
approval has been given. The -
Northern council says all 20 of
the blockades in its area are
ﬂlegal
However, residents tired of
wa1tmg for permission to ¢lose
their suburbs to criminals have
gone ahead at their own ex-
pense; and are employmg full-
time security guards at the en-
trances fo their suburbs. .
The Eastem council claims '
this has led to traffic conges-
tion on certain roads, .concen-

ohannesburg northern '

rved notices to residents to
remove the illegal barricades.
Butresidents, concerned for
their safety, have vowed tofight
the council all the way,
Eastern council spokesman
Keith Peacock said the 001111(!11
was awareof the secunty prob-
lems residents faced. It was one
of the first councils to develop
a policy sympathetic to Yyesi-
dents who wanted roads closed
temporarily, he'said.” ;., v
' He added’ that the use of
boom gates was not permltted
at all in terms of current legls-
Tation, and the cowicil did not
have the power to change ‘this.
“The council would prefer
communities to comply volun-
tarily. However, if, aﬁer notlﬁ-
cation, roads remain closed, the
sirnctures will be removed by
the council,” Peacock said’
‘Rivonia resident Reinoud
Boers, who.recently closed off
parts of the suburb with gates
.and booms, said no crime had
“been reported.-since- thé; begm
ning-of .October, when thrw
roads were closed off and one

tration ‘of poilution, difficul- acoess pgmt was oponedt‘ g

tles -with refuse removal and
increased operating costs

Wi eapproVedvni Apr
allow josures 1)
con\il

cai;;o

jo-been: approveu

workmg ona ’snnﬂar pohcy
Cl‘he Eastern council is unt

.‘)

ong)-but vlery ‘few”é@ i

/The’.Northers - couneil is g

g ’go throu‘glipthe lengthy pro-
' nired by the.

© FeWe'hada bagi«"p,ate of rob-

huackmgé'“mad bréak-
amid close off; We could nof wait

' }-The, counc]l has a securlfty ih;e,ssi’ ive decided td'go dhead

welcome and dlfi help to foduoe
¢rime; they héeded tobe backed

happy ‘that commumtles* ‘are upbynelghbourhoodandblock-

o

d1sregard1ng i

_"x
“'_e'- f * }a‘

ts’i)ohcy andhas watches to mamtmn them'
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Remdents a,ct Q

Two high-powered committees
have been formed to prevent the
Eastern council from opening
about 100 roads in Johannes-

burg’s northern suburbs, where *

residents have illegally in-
stalled boom gates and electric

fences to keep criminals at bay. |

One committee will exam-

ine residents’ constitutional.

rights and lobby for changes to
the law that prohibits them
from closing the roads off; the

other will lobby the council for

a reprieve until February.
Last week the council gave

residents who put up barricades.

without permlssmn 14 days to
remove them, saying road dlo-
sures were gefting out of hand.
It said the barriers caused
traffic congestion on other
roads, created difficultiés for
refuse removal and cleansmg
operations, as well as enigtgéncy
services, and restricted pedes-
trian movement. The couneil
said it had received numerous
complaints from the public.
Residents are adamant that
the barriers have reduced

cmme, and say they Wl]l do all

in their power to keep them.
They say they aie tived of "

waiting' for officials to give.
“gthem, permission fo close - off
‘ subrili%r’bs and ¢]
“dations made § it 8 months ago

im that appli-

have still not been processed.

Kew resident Dawn Piper,
who lives in a road which has
been closed without permis-
xslpn says it is not an elitist
move by northern suburbs res-
idents. More than 60% of peo-
ple living in the road had been
victims of crime.

“Many of us are struggeling
to pay for the additional secu-

. rity, but it is our only alterna-

tive. By keepmg our own road
under control, it gives police,
who are understaffed, less of an
area to cover,” she said.

Atholl resident Terry Frans-
man said homeowners in his
street had previously employed
a 24-hour foot, bicycle and ve-
hicle patrol, vet in four weeks
there had been two hijackings.

“We decided tolimit access by
closing off roads, and since then,
in about 18 months, there has
only been one house break-in,”

'=

i

kec ;_mads d sed

0.

“ dthe osigre of. the road.
téfm cotniéil DP gouncil

s, who WS 9 mem-

he sald,, acil has ap-

103;(

. devel
Apolicy on roadt? )
.countil too"k‘ﬁ‘mre than
]ﬁfi&)pmhs to approve the policy
Sitiarthef four months to de-
%‘J} w,and by whom applica-
d be considered.

“Ih the past two months
there has been only one prop-
erly convened meeting to con-
sider applications. This demon-
strates the unwillingriess of the
ANC to take the residents’ re-
quests for temporary road clo-
sures seriously. Citizens have a
constitutional right to a safe
environment. In these abnor-
mal circumstances, communi-
ties should be encouraged to en-
sure their own security where
they are able,” she said.

Council spokesman Keith
Peacock said the council was
bound by an executive commit-
tee decision, taken by all politi-
cal parties, to remove the bar-
riers, and that the ‘coitneil was
still willing to discuss a solu-
tion with residents.
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Mufamadi fails on

pledge to guard
banks o%gaturdays

Undertaking given after nine branches closed

afety and Security Minister Syd-
Sney Mufamadi has not kept a

promise to have police and army
personnel stationed outside Johannes-
burg CBD banks that were forced to
close on Saturday mornings because of
armed robberies, . :

Mufamadi made the promise in
June when he presented South
Africa’s nationgl crime statistics for
the first three months of 1997,

The Nedbank group announced in
May that it was closing nine of its city
centre branches on Saturday morn-
ings after a series of robberies made
easy because of crowded Johannes-
burg strebts,

Afew days after Mufamadi’s
promise, National Crime Prevention
and Response Service spokesman
Superintendent Martin Aylward told
The Star: “We have certain things in
place already, but prefer not to make
them public as it would also alert the
robbers of what we are up to.”

Now Aylward has admitted that
police and army personnel had not yet
been drafted in to guard banks in the
six months since the promise was
made.

“We had visible policing in Pretoria
and Johannesburg with the flying
squad and air force, We did not have
men guarding banks on Saturdays —
we don’t have that kind of manpower
and the banks have their own guards,”
he said.

At the media briefing in Pretoria on
June 13, Mufamadi said he “conld not
allow criminals to force banks in CBDs
to close on Saturdays”,

“Many people can only go to banks

B AT 1 o

nounce that the Minister of Defence
and I have agreed that police and army
personnel will protect affected
branches,” he said.

Mufamadi’s spokesman, Director
Joseph Ngobeni; had no answers for

The Star when asked why the promise

had not been carried out.
* Instead, he criticised The Star for
“never doing good-news stories”,

However, later he said there was a
difference in meaning in “a promise
and a commitment”,

“What the minister said was not a
promise, He merely showed concern
and commitment to fighting crime.
This was what he tried to show in his
original statement,” Ngobeni said.

Ngobeni added the procedure was
that the minister came up with the pol-
icy, but it was up to the operational
people (the police) to follow through
with a plan of action.

Council of South African Banks
(Cosab} chairman Bob Tucker con-
firmed that the organisation had met
Mufamadi in June, but said he was not
aware of any action taken by police to
guard inner-city banks.

“They (the police) are being highly
co-operative, I know that a task team is

working very closely to prevent bank .

robberies, but I don’t know enough de-
tail to say if any police or army mem-
bers were deployed at banks,” he said,

It was frustrating that “a few big
professional syndicates who will stop
at nothing are on the loose”, Tucker
said.

“The presence of police at city
bank branches will not make a differ-
ence now It has gone way beyond
that,” he added.




Randburg’s ch‘erfron‘r
shopping and entertalinment
complex was once
consldered a haven for
violence, drugs and excesslve
clcohol consumption,
RICHARD CLARKE reporis on
how d tough new manager
and his team have restored a
sense of relaxed enjoyment

t is now more than three years since
the Randburg Waterfront opened to
much fanfare, with patrons’ cars over-
flowing onto Republic Road. It opened
with the emphasis on one-stop shopping
and entertainment.
There were dire predictions from some
local residents regarding the possibilities
of drunken behaviour and easy access to

drugs.

Originally, about half of the Waterfront
was taken up by places where aleohol was
sold, and this did indeed lead to unpleasant
incidents. According to one bouncer who
worked there in the early days, bouncers
had tousea boatinordertogetamundfast
enough to deal with trouble.

There was frouble with under-age drink-
ing and easy access to drugs for teenagers.

But a great deal changed when Paul
O’Sullivan was appointed managing diree-
tor of the Waterfront just over & year ago.

]
Inthe darlydays; bouficars]
had to use & bdatjustfo &
get around fust énolligh to §
deal with any Irouble % «;

Firstly, he decided there would be zero
tolerance of ligquor and drugs abuse,
whether in the open or in the car park.

The idea of zero tolerance stems origi- .
nally from the New York police chief who *
suceeeded in dramatically diminishing
crime in that city, and it has been mooted

as an approach to policing in South Africa.

After an appearance on Carte Blanche in
March, O’Sullivan has become known as
“Major Dad”. He has clearly had some
stecess with his plans, as the satellite
police station which was stationed at the
Waterfront has since ¢losed down.

As Superintendent J B Hayes of Linden
police station says: “Those officers were
needed elsewhere and now form part of the
crite prevention unit that polices a sector/
of which the Waterfront is only one part.”

In comjunction ‘with the Linden nolice S

squad, officers maké periodic vis

to the Waterfroht, and any ﬁfﬁcer 6n duty ¥

14 welcome for ﬁ-eef wffee at the 24-hour
Wimpy restaurant. '

O'Sullivan says: “The police cannot et
tb the Wimpy without making a trip
around part of the Waterfront, and this
makes the public aware of their presence.”

In the process of his approach to manag-
ing the Waterfront, the number of pubs
and restaurants has dropped from 50 to 30,
while Pick 'n Pay has had a turnover
increase of 25% amd is looking for an

SHOPPING WITH A DIFFERENCE Belng inthe open alr next o water sets the Randburg Waterfronf apart from

Zero tolerance approach drives out badd

. o 34:. L]
mcreasa in: floor space. This oorrwponds
with an approach to. make ¢he Waterfront
more family friendly, with more shops and
fewer pubs.

Although no clothing stores have closed,
some restaurants and pubs have gone
under. O’Sullivan explains this with a
simple formula: perceived value compared
to cost. If the latter is more than the
former, the customer is dissatisfied; if vice
versa, the customer will be back,

There are some astounding pub sue-

cesses at the Waterfront, among them The
Docks, McGinty's, Morgan's Cat and The
Waterfront Arms, and this shows the
inherent logic in the perceived-value for-
mula.

The approach to law and order at the
Waterfront is not all about force, although
O'Sullivan does have what he terms guest
relations officers - big guys who move in to
subdue overzealous and rough patrons.

There is also a Christian -
teers, which includes st
teachers and profess
They are there specifically *

if kids are caught drinking
ing until their parents ai,”

thing is that, depending ont
there aredifferent levels of -

One thing this reporter

number of families with ;.-
dren enfoying the Waiei™
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There is also a Christian group of volun-
teers, which includes mums, dads, school-
teachers and professional counsellors.
They are there specifically to give support
if kids are caught drinking and/or smok-
ing until their parents arrive. The eritical
thing is that, depending on the situation,
there are different levels of response.

One thing this reporter noticed was the
number of families with parents and chil-
dren enjoying the Waterfront at 10 o’clock

on a Friday night, which would fever have
happened a year ago.

A further change at the Waterfront is the
addition of a multidenominational coffee
shop on the same site where a bar used to
serve aleohol to youngsters. Another bar
caught doing the same thing is now being

used asa venue for the Ganteng Sea Cadets, °

while ME Stores trades from premises orig-
inally cccupied by a pub.
Unrelated to other changes at the venue,

. Morgan's Pool Bar now collects flip tops

from beer cans in aid of wheelchairs for
the disabled or for dogs for the Blind Asso-
ciation. ..
Farxeaching but positive changes, you
might say, but some people question
certain aspects of the plan.
Some tenants believe there is an auto-

. cratic attitude prevalent at the centre,

Although they see 8 certain logic about it

- all, they would like to be more involved in

the decisfon-making processes. On the flip-
side is that management questionnaires
never receive more than a 20% response.
O’Sullivan is used to getting results, and
he makes decisions and ensures they worl,
Two actions he took in line with the zero

1 ‘ tolerance philosophy were banning all
leaflets and hegging.

A humorous side to the begging situation
happened while I was on patrol with
‘0'Sullivan and security guards in the car
park, and they stopped to chase beggars
who were harassing people at the main
entrance, Those who immediately condernn
such heavy-handed-behaviour should have
witnessed how fast the supposed cripple

" ran away with his crutch!

But, jokes aside, it was an eye-opener to
see the machinery that works behind the
scenes to make sure patrons have a pleas-
ant stay at the Waterfront,

Even the hefty puest relations officers
are trained to use minimum force and not
to allow any altercations to affect other

Guest relations officers are
the big guys who move ., .-
in to quell disturbances -
caused by unruly patrons |

restaurant or pub patrons.

Next time you're at the Waterfront,
remember the people who work long
hours to ensure your stay is a happy and
safe one, and notice how swiftly the secu-
rity staff move in before matters get out of
hand.

O’Sullivan is not yet finished with his
programme as there are still premises
lying empty, but he is confident this
matter will be rectified in the next few
months,

He adds that he would feel happy taking
his wife to the Waterfront, and observes
that would have been out of the guestion
Just 18 months ago,

At present there is little shelter when it
rains, but there are plans to install steel
and glass covers for the walkways. This
would prevent patrons from being closed in
like most other shopping malls and would
still allow them to enjoy being next to the
water.

The zero tolerance approach fo running
the Waterfront means that drug dealers
have moved elsewhere, The Cresta shop-
ping centre and Sandton City are possibili-
ties for a similar approach, but at the
moment there is no co-ordinated plan in
the northern suburbs, where many teen-
agers have the buying power that marks
them as easy targets for dealers.
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Corrupt cops are sabotagin

ublic’s fight:against crime
E;PErA KROST lg:} ,l'ﬂg

Crime Stop’s operations are being hampered  mum of 606 calls supply information that is
by police inefliclency and corruption. Infor- 1 useful for the solving of a crime.

mation from the public about crimes across ©  ‘While Crime Stop ean boast numerous
Gauteng goes to waste because policemen
are either too lazy, undertrained or over-
worked to follow it up.

In some cases, corrupt cops use the infor-
mation passed on to them in good faith by
Crime Stop to commit more crime - for
instance by “re-stealing” stolen cars that they could to stop Crime Stop from uncover-
informers have informed Crime Stop about.  ing thelF wrongdoings. However, there was

“Sometimes absolutely nothing is done #mothingthey eould, do to prevent being fin-
with the positive information that is passed 1 gered by anonymons informers.
on to the relevant police units,” sald Crime Lol -“Cormpt cops need to watch their backs,”
Stop commander Jaco Louw. [t Louw said: *We ‘often get tipoffs on police

The toll-free informer service has boen : ‘misconduet from people who are clearly
Ianded in the past by police management as !, polisemen or police wives who would never
& good too] for solving crime, The public and li' -c’ﬁILH thiey had fo identify themselves,
policemen can give information anonymous- ; s o p
Iy tohelp police investigations, ol ;

&

average of 8000 calls come in to

lowed up by police investigators.

selves could be involved in erime,” Louw said.
He said corrupt policemen would do what

NN P

'Crime Stop each day Every week a maxi- |

successes, far too many tipoffs are never fol- |

“This is usually because either the police- |
men are not trained properly or they them- |

baek to you about it".

‘séeurity checks to be able to keep track of the

Corrupt cops

h ime figh
R e L)

regularly received information from Crime Stop
in the past. Beeause of the corruption, however,
no arrests were made.

“After about a year, the unit itself was investi-
gated and the corrupt policemen removed,” he
said.

“It is always best when you know you can trust
a partientar policeman implicitly and ean bring
the informer and policeman together to work on
the information.”

He sald it was often difficult to know who to
believe: the policemen or the informers.

“There are cases when policemen might recov-
er the stolen vehicle and sell it,” Louw said. “The
informer who saw the policemen take the car then
phones Crime Stop for his reward, only to be told
that the information did rot pan out. Who do you
believe? It is possible that through Investigations
of their own, another unit recovered the car
before the others got there.” :

Afraid

Once an informer gave information about hid-
den boxes of stolen groceries, Louw recalled. The
police then told Grime Stop how they confiscated
six boxes of ries. The informer was taken
aback as he explained thaf*the police had in fact
taken 13 full boxes. In that case the informer
came forward and made a statement. But often
the informers do not want to come forward
because they are afraid, Louw said. !

A Crime Stop employee explained that she .
was sometimes fobbed off when she made follow-
up phone ealis to units to which she had passed
on information, She had been told “not {o listen to
informers®, that “informers cannot tell us what to
do”, that “we are too busy” or that “we’ll come

Sometimes she is told that her informer must
come in and meke & statement, which informers
often consider too dangerous. “Part of the reason
people contactk- Crime Stop with valuable informa-
tion i because they can remain in the safety of
anonymity,” she explained.

The hierarchieal snobbery that exists n polles
ranks has also proved {o be an obstacle. When a
low-ranking policeman checks up on what a
senlor detective has dene about a tipoff, the latter
may be dismissive of the younger officer.

“I'would generally take up this issue, as [ have
done recenily, even if it means poing to the area
commissioner {0 complain,” Louw said. “This
(attitude) eannot be allowed to get in the way of
effective policing.”

Sometimes information passed on from Crime
Stop is lost. Crime Stop has put in place various

information. One man, considered an extremely
reliable source by Crime Stop, explained that,
often, information he had provided was never

A an |sLalt Qg

“  “Sometimes when I give information sbout a
break-in — exactly where the stolen goeds and the
thieves can be found - the police might go there
and confiseate the goods and not even attempt to
arrest the suspects,” he told the Saturday Star.

Following another tipofl to Crime Stop, the
policemen confiscated stolen goods in & flat.
“They left & note for the suspect to report to them
at the nearby police station,” he sald. Obviously
the suspect did nothing of thesort: , .+, .

Police spokesman Inspector Mark Reynolds
said Crime Stop was “one of our asseis and one of
the systems that works best in the police service. -
1f there are problems, I am sure something can be
done to rectify this situation.”

Between June and December last year, 1105
cases were solved beeause of calls to Crime Stop.
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Stolen Telkorh cables hits f:iiisinessr

By Bunty WEST s

An estimated R10-million in Telkom
cables has been stolen by organised
syndicates since June last year, caus-
ing major disruptions to the FKast
Rand’s telephone service.

[rate subscribers have been with-
out service for up to six weeks ata
time, and several are fed up with lost
business.

Norman Stuart of Young, Stuart
and Associates in Germiston has re-
sorted to diverting all calls to his cell

phone after complaints to Telkom fell .

on deaf ears.

“Last year, from September 26 to
October 19, and then from November
96 to date, the two main lines and our
dedicated Internet line have been out
of order. We are irying to provide a
professional service in Afica which

(34
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in turn will benefit South Africa. Yet
our goals are blocked through
Telkom's third rate service and ap-
parent lack of interest,” Stuart said.

But the East Rand manager for
telephone services, Dino Chetty, said
the situation was not extraordinary.

aThere have been 213 thefts of cop-
per cable over the past 18 months in
the area, and customers have had to
suffer phone cuts for six weeks at a
time. Sometimes the thefts are so bad
that a complete infrastructure has
had to be re-established, which takes
time,” he said.

Telkom is replacing manhole cov-
ers, a point of entry for the thieves,
with electronic covers, and employs
security guards to patrol severely hit
Chetty promised to restore service
his customers as S()an @ possible.
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The chickens come

home to roost

)

The State begins to probe as criminal charges Sour} %\\\\%

he Office for Serious Economic Of-
Tfences {Oseo) has begun to look into

allegations of fraud and corruption
against the SA National Civics Organisation
{Sanco), an umbrella body for the township
“civics” that sprang up in the mid-Eighties
as alternatives to apartheid-sanctioned
black local authorities.

These civic bodies were at the forefront
of the Eighties’ rent and bond boycotts and
contributed to the ANC's campaign to ren-
der townships “ungovernable”.

Sanco has since denounced the perpet-
uation of these boycotts. But it has been
implicated in acts of violence against the
State, landlords, banks and their property,
and individuals.

What was once an ANC ally has come to
be regarded by the party as distuptive to its
RDP projects and its Masakhane campaign
for resumed rent and service payments.

The mounting complaints against Sanco
may evolve into a full-blown criminal in-
vestigation by Cseo.

Johannesburg inner city landlords have
alleged that Sanco is still using disruptive
tactics, trashing the rental market. This has
made the owners vulnerable to give-away
property bids by Sanco, they say.

“Any possible costs to the public and to
local councils as a result of Sanco’s actions
are of concern,” says Auditor-General Henri
Kluever, "If proof exists, this needs to be
investigated.”

Oseo’s involvement follows a report late
last year on the financial status of Sanco’s
national office by auditors Price Water-
house. The report states that “the draft
financial statement at March 1997 indicated
insolvency”.

This is strongly denied by Sanco pres-
ident Mlungisi Hlongwane.

Sanco founder and Sanco Investment
Holdings (SIH} chairman Moses Mayekiso
has been quick to draw a distinction be-
tween Sanco’'s “political arm” and its in-
vestment companies, SIH and Sanco
Development Trust, as well as its commun-
ity development vehicle, Illima. SIH has
investments of about R30m in blue-chip
companies. Hlongwane, who is also a non-
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Mayekiso . . in business, not politics

their near or actual bankruptcy, and is
followed by offers from unofficial Sanco
organisers to buy the buildings for “petty
cash”.

Hlongwane, in the company of Sanco city
organisers, has allegedly told at feast one
property management company that Sanco
plans to use government housing subsidies
to buy the buildings Hlongwane, however,
completely denies this and any wrongdoing
on the part of Sanco. He says he cannot
answer for people who claim to be acting
on the organisation’s behalf, and be-
8 lieves aggrieved landlords tend au-
tomatically to associate intimidatory

a4 tactics with Sanco.

Landlords say they feel trapped be-
tween Sanco on the one hand, and on
5 the other the city council and Gauteng
government, on which current and
§ former Sanco members serve,
Sanco’s national housing chief,
4 Sandi Mgidlana, sits on the National
Housing Board and is a ward coun-
| cillor for Joubert Park, one of the main
trouble spots.
In an apparent effort to ease the
crisis, Gauteng Housing MEC Dan Mo-
| fokeng, a former Sanco secretary-gen-
eral, says complaints of exploitation of
i landlords and tenants are now to be
dealt with by the newly constituted
Landlord Tenants Board.

Over the past two to three years
Sanco inner city branch workers
have advised tenants to put their
rental money into “club accounts”
rather than pay the landlords, and
have arranged to pay for council ser-

.'.Zabcrr Bhabai'b!a

executive director of SIH, asked at an SIH
board meeting [ast Friday how Sanco could
be bankrupt “if it has a 74% share in SIH".
Sanco’s shareholding in SIH is held by
Sanco Development Trust.

A Sanco spokesman suppotting Hiong-
wane's denial of bankruptcy says Sanco
made a loan {reportedly Rém) to SIH when
it was formed. Whether that amount will
redeem Sanco’s debts remains to be seen.
Meanwhile, Johannesbutg sherifts are fre-
quent visitors to Sanco’s offices, seeking to
attach property to redeem its debts.

Owed substantial amounts of money in
rent because of what they say are Sanco-
led boycotts, many downtown Johannes-
burg landlords interviewed by the FM claim
they are now unable to pay the council for
services and have therefore been served
summonses by the council.

Landlords attest to a systematic break-
down of landlord-tenant relations as a re-
sult of interference by Sanco. This tactic
has resulted in what the landlords say is

vices only, though not all council bills
have been met. Costly evictions for non-
payment, which have been borne by land-
lords, have been followed by break-ins to
buildings and these “tenants” being con-
victed and fined by the State, while Sanco
distances itself from their plight.

Death threats have been made to the
partners of one property management com-
pany and to several landlords, though these
cannot be directly attributed to Sanco.

Gauteng Democratic  Party housing
spokesman lan Davidson tells the FM he
plans to call on the Attorney-General “to
investigate the criminal liability of Sanco's
leadership and the trustees of a certain
Vukani Trust into which rental monies have
been paid, and for which we have proof, as
well as individual Sanco members who
have collected monies from tenants which
was due andJpayable to landlords”.

He says Sanco’s leadership has “ignored
its political responsibility while the Attor-
ney-General has ignored the criminal li-
ability of Sanco's members”.  Alison Galdberg
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By JACQUI REEVES
On ihe streets of Johannesburg,

council clegners constantly .

battle to stem the tide of rub-
bish gathering on pavements
throughout the day. Pedesirians
tuck bags and parcels firmly
under their arms, watch their
backs and make sure they've
removed their jewellery before
they hit the streets.

For the thousands of people
who work and live in the city, this
is a way of life.

Promised projecis by local
and provincial authorities to
upgrade the city are many, but
delivery is slow, resulting in a
public that is fast becoming
sceptical of any new proposals.
Good intentions, it appears, are
not enough to satisfy the people
of the City of Gold.

The now well-established
business improvement distriets
(BIDs) are, however, proving to
be oases of success in the fight
against erime and grime.

BIDs are sectors of the city
where businesses contribute to
a central fund to employ private
security and cleaning services.
The BIDs are managed by a
Section-21 company, the Central
Johannesburg Partnership (CJP).

There are already four
improvement disiricts operating
in Johannesburg, offering addi-
tional. security and cleanliness
to the people of the area.

The Central Improvement
Distriet (CID), which siretches
lengthwise from the Carlton

decreased in all but one category

Centre across to the Holiday Inn
Garden Court and from Von
Brandis Street across to Von
Wielligh Street, received another
boost this week.

In addition to their duties as
seceurity officers, the 45 foot
patroimen who walk the 12
bloeks of the CID have a new
task, that of city ambassadors.

In their brighi yellow caps
and epaulettes they are being
asked to do much more than just
protect the publie; they now also
have to guide, advise and direct
lost and viilnerable tourists.

“People are always stopping

us, asking things like where

ying m.:.._o:é
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STEMMING THE TIDE: During the past three years, crime in the Central Improvement District has steadily
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the closest bus stop is or where
they can cash their travellers’
cheques,” said security officer
Marins Wynne.

Last year security guards in
the CID answered more than
16 000 non-crime-related queries.
Most of those were about shops,
{ransport routes and hotels.

The two-month eity ambas-
sadors course, presented by the
CJP in association with the
South African Tourism Authority,
is aimed at creafing a greater
tourism awareness among the
offieers, empowering them with
aceurate and useful information
about the city.

»On the eourse, officers were
briefed on the history of Johan-
nesburg, transport routes, tour-
ist attractions, city manage-
ment, security issues and gener-
al eity orientation.

A central conirol room on the
ground floor of the Markade
building is open to the public and
is used to co-ordinate the move-
menis of the security staff.

Darlington Langa, who along
with Marius Wynne emerged top
of the ambassador class, has
been working with the CJP since
its ineeption four years ago.

Langa said he had seen many
changes in the CID since he first

gl riL ..

TIME ON THEIR HANDS: City ambassad

b i

chat to a city store-owner about crime in the area

set out to protect the public.

“When I first started here we
used to arrest between four and
10 people every week and the
arresis were often for serious
crimes, That simply doesn’t hap-
pen anymore,” he said.

The only crime that has seen
an inerease in the CID is theft of
motor vehicles.

CID manager France Amn-
dreone said this was a common
trend throughout the city.

“There appears to be an
increase in the number of vehi-
cle thefts, which form part of a
larger insurance scam,” he said.

“People hand a copy of their
car key to the thief who then
‘steals’ the car, without appear-
ing particularly suspicious, as
he has a key.”

Last monih’s eclosure of
the Smal Sireet Mall satellite
police station has apparently not
made a huge difference to the

ors Darlington Langa and Marius Wynne take time out to
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CID.
Andreone said CID guards
had always taken suspecis to
Johannesburg Ceniral police
station for processing and that
the newly established travelling
police kiosks were helping to
increase police visibility in the
city.

Harriet Brooms is one of the
female security guards em-
ployed by the CJP to walk the
beat.

She said that although men
think they can get away with
crime when she’s around, crimi-
nals in the area are fast learning
not to tangle with her:

After an arrest, a suspeeted
thief- who was desperate fo
escape began to atiack Brooms
as she led him to their old base-
ment control centre,

Brooms not only defended
herself, she directed a swift blow
to the man’s jaw, and delivered
the slightly dazed suspeet o the
police.

The CID also employs nine
sireet cleaners who last year, in
addition to the council service,
filled 13500 refuse bags with
street rubbish. They also re-
moved 2000 illegal billboards,
and painted 52 traffic light poles
and 166 sirveet poles.

As photographer Chris Adlam
and I walked along Kruis Sireet
back to our vehicle, we were
stopped by security officer Web-
ster Sibanda.

Noticing Adlam’s camera
bag, Sibanda assumed we were
tourists and asked if we were
new to the city and whether we
needed any help.

Sibanda said he ean usually
“read” who the tourists are and
keeps an eye on what they are
doing and who else might be
watching them.

As city ambassadors are
trained in the other three im-
provement districts, citizens of
Johannesburg can expect to see
this attention to detail with

increasing regularity.




facilities to avo;d sing miigged i
Johannesburg’s dange % Sphts-fol-
lowing: threeisattacksfﬂo, “five
tourists who werérobbed of more
than R45 000 in three days: i
Alexander Z from the US was
heldiup on Tuesday-at the’éorner
of Eloff and Pritchard stréets by
four ’»men who. took R200 and a
Visa/card. He was unharméd
On -Sunday, Ge&'man
tourists, AndreasS and Klaus G,
were ‘confronted by two knife-
wielding men on De V‘Jlllex;s‘Sn'eet
They were robbed of ; traye
chequies, passports, Us do]l g and
German marks, TR
Two other German to ists
'| were aitacked at the corner of
Von Brandis and Market streets
last week, Their attackers gmbbed
cash and a R3 000 camera, .,
Pohce spokesman . C tain
Andy .Pieke said yeste] the
tourists might have fallen vlctlm
to muggers because they did not
askfor protectlon from thp urlst
protection services, * ?»“‘:, ks
Informanon on tourlst protec-
tion isavailable at Johanriesburg
Central police station, Johannes-
burg iriternational airport; the
Central,. Joharnmesburg Paviner-
sh1p and the SA Tour1st Bureau.

.
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APS supports |§tla’()ve to provide

security by mformal organisations

By lJustice Mohale

HE Greater Johannesburg
Metrepolitan Council {GIMC)

has officially recognised the
informal car guards project,
saying it will form part of the city’s
crime prevention strategy and the cre-
ation of jobs for the unemployed. '
Chairwoman of the GIMC’s public
safety and emergency services com-
. mittee Ms Nkele Niingane told
i Sowetan that the! objectlve was to for-

.. malise- and-enharice the role of.infor-

mal street parking attendants. - -~

She added that the- council’s
involvement in car guard programmes
was to apply exnstmg by-laws to ensure
effective public service.

“Our involvement would instil a
sense of security in them. This will
also ensure coordination between the
state law enforcement agencies and the
guards,” she said.

Ntingane said the spiralling crime
wave in Johannesburg had prompted
the council to support any project that
would ensure the safety and security of
the public. “That’s why we decided to
recognise and give these organisations
permission to operate freely.”

The council has raised R400 000
for the project. The money will be used
for training, buying uniforms and com-
munication equipment, a base station
and rentals, she said. e

She said this was the first of a range
of crime prevention programmes in the
.process of finalising.a strategy to com-
bat crime in the Johannesburg metro-
politan area.

Ntingane said the South Afrlcan
Police Service fuily endorsed the ini-
tiative. The council appreciated the
security provided by organisations in
the city but would urge them to apply
for permission so they could be allo-
cated areas of operation.




Police take action to
win back the streetﬁ

Sector plan de5|gned to tackle mugglng robbery and general

crime, has been operatlng in Jo'burg for several months

By G GiFFoRrD
Cnme Reporter

fought with a new system of

sector policing that police
hope will be the answer to
SAPS chief executive Meyer
Kahn’s promise to “win the
streets of Johannesburg back
from crime” by mid-year.

Rarlier this weck Kahn said
that if there had been no
progress in fighting crime in
Johannesburg hotspots, he
would leave his office.

But Johannesburg police
spokesman Superintendent
Chris Wilken said strategies to
fight crime in the inner city
were already in operation.

“We have divided the city
into three sectors, all of which
have been divided into another
12 sections. And this has been
done in conjunction with an
upgrade in general policing
and an increase in manpower,”
Wilken said.

Sector one, the priority area,
encompasses the CBD and is di-
vided into five blocks or patrol
beats.

“The sector is controlled by
asuperintendent in charge and
four captains who head the four
rotating shifts, with each shift
having 45 members ondutyata
time. The men work 12 hours
on and 12 hours off, following a
four-days-on and four-days-off
routine,” explained Wilken.

The sector-one area has
been allocated four mobile
caravans which are used as
contact points or crime-report-
ing stations, and are moved
around the city daily.

Sectors two and three are

Inner—city crime is being

Robbery (motor vehicles)
Robbery (business premises)

Bank robberies
Robbery {(mugging}
Rape

Theft of motor vehicles

Theft out of motor vehicles
{ie car radios and valuables)

Residential housebreaking

Business premises break-ins
Murder

TOTAL

Robbery (residential premises) *

{while residents are not home)

693 : 587 :w153%
357 01 331 © ~7.3%
27 58 ; +53%

£ 10 . 29 | +65,6%

i2068 ¢ 1830 —11,5%

: 153 . 205 | +25%

11931 12524 +23%

12620 | 2247 [ ~142%
278 1 206 -259%

P1631 . 1492 ¢ ~8,5%

: 150-% 11 m26%

9918 -3%

1 9620

both manned by a captain with
40 members. Area two in-
cludes Fordsburg, Mayfair and
the western parts of the city,
while sector three covers
Selby, Eloff Street Extension
and the southern parts of Jo-
hannesburg.

“The majority of the men
work in uniform. And although
it sounds impressive to say we
have 180 men available, they
are actually required to cover a
massive area and their visibil-
ity is not as high as we would
like,” Wilken said.

The sector policing plan was
designed o crack down on in-
creasing reports of muggings,
bank robberies and general
crime in the eity, and has been
in operation for a few months.

“We are planning io develop

a system to record the suc-
cesses of the system, and re-
port them daily or every second
day;” said Wilken.

But the sector policing
model is solely responsible for
crime prevention, and operates
independently from other
units.

When crime breaks out in
the city, sector policemen have
the backup of the flying squad,
highway patrol, dog units, pub-
lic order policing and the rob-
bery reaction unit.

“But we know that as soon
as there is a clampdown on
crime in one area, the crimi-
nals simply move. So the men
stay in close contact with police
stations surrounding the city to
make sure control is main-
tained,” said Wilken.

SO Y S
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On the spot ... inner-city-policemen-on the scepe-of aCBD-shooting: Thedetectwgs are part

beefed-up reaction units backing the newly implemented sectoral policing strategy.,
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City Desk

1ans to regulate the burgeoning

car watch industry have fallen

flat despite the council's plan
ned Car Guard Project.

['he response to calls for applica-
tions -have beern so poor that the
Greater Johannesbirg mefro council
has been forced to extend the dead-
line.
It has a]so raised the possibility

that existing schemes will coritinue to
operate without being registered, cre-
ating frictioh with the couneil.

«The councﬁ announced the plan to
regulate the indugtry earlier this
month to ensuf that car guards were
not sexploited and that the public re-

ﬁred good sérvice.

w"ﬁle  project was aliso seen as an im-

drtant tool against crime in the in-

ner ‘city as it increased visible poli-
cing and discouraged petty crime.

Car guards are irformal parking

attendants — normally unemployed

and homeless people who watch cars

| in exchange for donations. At the time

of .the announcement, February 24

M/ 2:Jjas stlpulated asthe
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,f-guard s(:heme
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paghy

dline for pro-
posals. But Tuesday came and went
with only two applications -~ from
Helpmekaar and Pull Together, for-
cing the council to extend the dead-
line, project co-ordinator Richard
Brown said.

The council had initially indicated
that there was place for four to five
schemes. Two private security com-
panies had fetched proposal forms but
had not submitted applications. “It’'sa
bit, strange. It was very well publi-
cised. There was enormous press cov-

‘erage," he said.

Brown said the later deadline
would put pressure on the council, as
they. had to complete the project by
thie erid of August in accordance with
the ' provincial government fund
granted to train and equip guards.

. He said he would also approach ex-
isting operations personally to ask
them to apply.

He could not say what would hap-
pen to operations which failed to ap-
ply for registration. “The only way it
will affect existing schemes will be if
we demarcate and allocate their areas
to someone else,” he said.
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By THEMBA SEPOTCHELE
Anp Suney West
City Desk

The call for tenders for the
installation of 24 high-tech se-
curity cameras in Johanpes-
burg’s inner city has been de-
layed until the R1,5-million
pledged by Gauteng’s depart-
ment of safety and security has
been received.

Project committee chair-
man Neil Fraser said yesterday
that while all the money needed

Gauteng department causes del

for the project had been
pledged, no money had been re-
ceived from the safety and se-
curity department. The cost of
the project is estimated at R4,5-
million.

“Although funds have been
approved in principle from the
SAPS, local businesses and the
department of safety and secu-
rity, until the money is actually
in the bank, no tenders can be
called for” Fraser said.

He said the delay in calling
for the tenders was unlikely to

ay in installation of inner-city security cameras

postpone the installation of the partmenthas pledged R1,6-mil-

cameras, which was scheduled  lion for the project, with an ad-

for September: The cameras are ditional R120 000 for marketing

expected to be operational in and publicity.

December. The SAPS will coniribute
Fraser’s comment followed about R2-million, and a busi-

an announcement by Gauteng’s ~ ness plan has been completed

gafety and security department and signed by all stalkeholders.
on Friday that the surveillance Johannesburg Community
cameras will be installed in the Forum chairman Paul O’Sulli-

van said camera video record-
ings would be used as evidence

inner city between Noord and
Jeppe streets, and Klein and
Harrison streets, where most

to convict criminals, and that
muggings and robberies occur. the privacy of citizens would be
The safety and security )
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R5-m for CBD crime pg'

THE Gauteng safety and security depart-
ment, the South African Police Service
(SAPS) and Business Against Crime (BAC)
will contribute about R5 million towards
the installation of close circuit television
(CCTV) in Johannesburg,

The CCTV, to be installed in the central
business district, will g0 a long way in the
prevention and detection of crime in the
city which has become a hunting ground for

criminals.

Department  deputy  director Mr
Sylvester Rakgoadi said a stakeholders
committee will oversee the project.

Rakgoadi satd his department had com-
mitted Ri,5 million and a further R120 000
will be used for marketing and publicity.
BAC has contributed R100 000 for a feasi-
bility study.

Rakgoadi said the SAPS would con.

287) S 3]14¢
evention project

tribute R2 million as soon as the business
plan for the project was approved,

“Once completed the project will also
help to maintain public order while at the
same time enhance a sense of security for
members of the public.”

“The first phase of CCTV is located
between Klein, Harrison, Noord and Jeppe
streets,”  said Rakgoadi. - Soweran
Reparter.
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JOHANNESBURG: Levels of vio-
lence expected only in war situa-
tions have been used in bloody
cash-in-transit heists and, despite a
R500-million -investment in
improved security over the past
year, bank robberies have
increased, the Council of SA Banks
{Cosab) announced yesterday.

Its research, which contradicts

police statistics showing a decline
in armed robberies, also states that
the justice system has exercised too
little expertise in prosecuting rob-
Dbeys and fraud perpetrators,
« 5 We are not saying that gov-
elfiment statistics are wrong, they
may well be correct, The difference
comes in the way we define and
categorise the crimes. And the real-
ity is that bank robberies have
increased,” Cosab chairperson Mr
Bob Tucker said.

He szid that while more than
R500m had been spent on combat-
ing bank robberies last year, there
had been 465 robberies, in which
R136m was stolen. This was up on

urity, b

408 bank robberies in %!6 when
R105m was snatched,

The police late last year report-
ed a 29,4% decrease in robberies, a
figure disputed by the banks.

Tucker said: “In May last year
banks broke with tradition and
releaseq bank robbery statistics and
the amount of money stolen. This
Succeeded in highlighting the prob-
lem and provoked action, and we
believe the arrests that followed
had a lot to do with the energy that
was triggered by shocking facts,”

Nearly 50 heist suspects were
arrested in the pastfew months,

and police say this shows they are -

winning the war against crime,
Brigadier Mossie Mybuigh, a
former SA Police Service Syndicate
Fraud Unit commander and head
of the police component of the
Office for Serious Economic
Offences, has been appointed to
carry out a new strategy that will
see Cosab infroducing a high-tech
assault on the methods used by
robbery gangs and syndicates,

8helsia:gs up

Myburg bbed “Mr Crime
Fighter” by Cosab, will take up his
new position on March 16. He has
been tasked with upgrading
Cosab’s data bank and analysing
the information to draw
projections of crime patterns,
examining the methods of robbers,
enhancing co-operation with the
police, supplying the Justice
Department with correct informa-
tion to enable them to oppose bail
more effectively and to set up a
skilled prosecuting team.

His R10m crime strategy project
I also aimed at educating employ-
ees onvinformation security.

Tucker safd media hype around
attacks on cash-in-transit vans had
created the impression that
armoured vehicles were “big tin
cans eastly broken open with a
crowbar”,

“The (January) highway heist
in Sandton was pulled off by men
carrying AK-47 rifles loaded with
armout-piercing bullets — the kind
used by armes to attack a tank.”

e ee———————— | -



Crlme Greeks see [ister |
' /S‘%hhw G L? 98 (7%)

Members of th African
Greek community expressed dis-
satisfaction with the spate of
killings of Greek businessmen
when they met Minister of Safety
and Security Sydney Mufamadi at
the Hellenic Cyprus Brotherhood
Club in Bedfordview this week.

More than 250 Greek retailers
had lost their lives through violent
crime in South Africa last year
alone. People were tired of fune-
rals, sald Gary Ttappous vice-
chairman of Hellenes for Human
Rights, Bquity and Justice.

The community was influen-
tial. People of Greek origin repre-
sented 0,2% of the population but
generated 8% of the country’s
gross domestic product. They had
created jobs for.500000 South
Africans, Ttappous said,

The crime wave was causing
manyjobcreators toleave the coum-

- them appropriately, then not so

; he added. Twelve of his friends
had emigrated in the past year,

Criminals no longer feared the
law because their chances of being
caught were slim. “Unless the Gov-
ernment prioritises the fight against
crime, the future is grim,” Ttap-
pous said.

Mufamadi said the Government
realised crime levels were intoler-
ably high, but was optimistic the
country was getting on top of the
problem.

Asked about the reimposition of
the death penalty, Mufamadi said
the Government was responsive to
the wishes of the people, but it also
felt it had to Jead.

“I am convinced that if we can
make sure the police arrest crimi-
nals and that the courts sentence

many people will call for the death
penalty,” he said. - Staff Reporter
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Bitter former MK ':c_ﬁaares speak’ébOut their new

attacks

‘careers’ planning big cash-in-transit
01 3l \Grolelggttal:
< 7T ~

An embittered former Umkhonto weSlzwe )

cadre has admitted to the Saturday Star that .
he helped to set up several of the cash-in-tran- -
sit robberies in which R100-million was taken _—

The man, who gave his name only as Peter,.
said he worked as a “seout” for the gangs plan-'
ning the helsts. He sald his former comrades in,’
MK, together with other criminals, were part of
a number of “cells” behind the helsts,

He and several other former MK men have
decided to go public to pressure the ANC Into
doing something about the plight of former
fighters. They all still bave their ANC member-
ship eards from years gone by.

He said: “The MO (modus cperandi) was to
make friends with a low-ranking security
guard in BBV (the security company transport-
ing large amounts of cash for banks) or one of
the other companies. ‘

“After a while we'd get friendly and he would
tell me, for & fee, who In the company dealt with
schedules and timetables and who would be
willing to deal with us.” ‘

The gang woulit pay those contacts “thou-
sands” for the information, he added.

Deter sald there were several cells that held |,
regular meetings in Pretoria and a nember that
met in Bedfordview. The meetings were used to

plan robberies.

Vulnerable spots

Other ex-MK fighters who spoke to the
[Saturday Star clalmed that some of the

R B S

yThoir remarks confirmed earlier reports by o . B
W this newspaper quoting a police informer
wand sgcurg‘tay Industry sources ‘g saying
mohey was belng channelled to neighbouring
states such as Botswana.

One ex-MK man clalmed that the money
“might even be used one day to start a patty to
challenge the ANC".” ™ ~Sresiily,

Peter, who Is crippled by a bullet he took in
combat in Angola, safd the robberies were eagy
for the former guerrillas. “The MK cadres are
very experienced. After the 1982 raids, they) T -
know every vulnerable spit in and around™] A C o

jm:sam;;ﬁ ;ﬂl“’hmyry%mn_“d 9. |..POWER DANCER: 4/zie Cekwand Yifts Jearere Jarvie in Savannah, choreographed by Cekwana for the Wae*
“The police can't or won't catch them | Performed last week at the gala evening of the . iB Vita Dance Umbreila 1993

because some of the poliee are In on it too, .

“Think for yourself,” he said, “The police
and security guards are so poorly paid, what | d
will stop them from making more money?” o

He sald also some of the policemen involved
wore exMK members. “It's just a case of )Ty
comrades dealing with comrades.”

Peter’s confession came in an interviow at &
café in Yeoville, but only after & number of tele- 'o
phone conversations over a period of days, end
an eventual five-hour trip aronnd Johannes-

bury suburbs during which photographer Thys
Dullaart and I met a dozen or so ex-MK fighters

and former ANC exiles. Fﬁ‘ ( i,
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Parents call

on police to
raid sc

s

00ls

(28)

Eldorado Park pupils form self-defence units and ask to be

armed, while teachers do searches to counter gang violence

By Jacqui Reeves
I Education Reporter
‘I

mbittered parents in El-
dorado Park, west of Jo-
hannesburg, are set to
call on the police to mount sur-
prise raids on schools in a bid
to halt growing gang aciivity
and playground violence:
Violénce and intimidation
on playgrounds and in areas
around schools has, say many
parents and pupils, reached a
critical point. Many believe po-
lice intervention might be the
only “shock therapy” that will
solve the problem. Just a month
ago, a 14-year-old boy was shot
by two of his classmates.
Pupils”and parents in the
area, who all spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, told  of
gangs walking on to school
grounds and mugging people in
toilets, a girl gang known as the
Makaveli Queens terrorising
pupils at one school, and play-
ground brawls between gangs.
Gaunteng Education MEC
Mary Metcalfe said ayy police
raid on asehool would have to be
done in close co-operation with
the staff and on]qukf there was
sufficient coficdfn to. warrant
the use’'of a controlled search.
Although school governing
bodies have the right to cail in
police assistance, Bheki Khu-
malo, spokesman for Minister
of Education Sibusiso Bengu,

t

said parents needed to under-
stand their role in discipline.

“Schools are there to rein-
force the discipline that stu-
dents should be getting at
home,” he said.

Charmaine Arendse, chair-
woman of Willow Crescent Sec-
ondary School's governing body
and a member of the steering
committee for high schools in
the area, said she would be
inviting principals from the
area to join her this week at a
meeting with the local police to
discuss the problem,

“Parents from all over the
community have said police
action may be the only way to
help make their kids safe at
school. So we need to get the
principals behind us if we are
going to ask the police io be-
come involved,” she said.

A spokesman for the provin-
cial commissionex’s office said
police would be willing to raid
schools if the community made
the request.

School managers, parents
and children say pupils are
scared of possible reprisals if
they report.an incident to
school authorities. or»the police.

“The gangs will’come‘back

+and make your life hell if you

speak, so most kids just keep
quiet,” said a Grade 8 pupil.
Ahmed Sulliman, principal
of Silver Oaks Secondary School,
has taken a tough line. A wall

i

has been constructed around
the school to keep ouisiders out,
and the main gates are locked
during the day to keep the
pupils in. Sulliman said regular
blitzes, in which teachers
search pupils, have helped to
tighten discipline.

Although other schools in
the area also use teacher raids
to check for weapons and drugs,
some pupils feel the actions of
the teachers are leaving them
unarmed and defenceless.

Numerous pupils claim to
have been targeted by the gangs
on their way to school or on
their way home.

Ebrahim Evans, the deputy
principal ' at Willow Crescent
Secondary School, said organ-
ised gangs outside schools were
creating problems for pupils.

Sulliman said: “The stu-
dents feel they have to group
together for safety to protect
themselves from the gangs out-
side of the school, and they
want to be armed to do this.”

He said the groups were not
formed with the intention of
being gangs but rather as a
method of self-protection.

H Sapa reports chat a young
man and o chlldren,ma sm—
year-old girl and % 14—year-b1ﬁ7
boy, were killed when a running-
gunbatile erupted between the
Dixies and the Junky Funiies
gangs at Bonteheuwel on the
Cape Flats late last night.
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¢| Alcohol linked to criminality

it | Socic-economic conditions top  link was made by the commis-
0 | thelist as the biggest contribu- . sioners between crime and sub-
¥ | tor to crime in the Greater Jo-  stance abuse, particularly alco-
- | hannesbhurg area, followed by hol - i w

a- | alcohol and firearms, accord- .- *If thére’s no food, no roof
s | ingtoarecentsurvey .. .7 {Ved your head, then something
c > The survey of 38 Johannes-"*has'to be done and the easjest
of | burg police commissioners on * * way to do it is by means of small
% | what..they believed caused. . crimesand they sometimes lead
| "] erinis. was cohducted by «the ', o big crimes,”.s35d one of the
ga‘ - University,.bf the Witwaters* “ponimissioners infgrviewed. - -

at { rand’s Centre for the Study of -~ ~Janine Rauch,the head of
irn | Violence and Reconciliation. " - fhe roject, noted: “The refer-
the | " Holisebreaking waslistedas ' “énces ‘to alcohol were univer-
fce | the top crime problem for sta- * sally made in relation to violent
Po- 1 tioncommanders and the study crime such as assault, rape and

8 |- also” ghowed that ted. ~murder”, - Sapa
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IN.THE HEART OF MORNINGSIDE . :
veeins FOA Woodburn Place, Morningside: e

4 Tomorrew Saturday 14th March from fam to 4pm el
e <O view Today, Friday 10am to 6pm e

O lgtinn of art. The property of the owner, 2 renowned Art Dealer, now feldcating, ., O
av opposite Redhill School and the Sandton Police Station, on Summit Road i
1a ), tura inte Woodburn Road and then turn into Woodburn Place., K
in, with good borehole water. Comprising lounge, family room, TV room, study,
wircoms (main en suite). Double staff quarters with full batroom. Covered patio g

sI® for eatertaining, Covered parking for 4 cars plus parking for 8 additional cars, &

o . § \‘5~icw~:«" el o
"ATALOGUED AUCTION i 77
A CONTENTS OF HOME: > . N
‘%al: Two Henry Moore watercolours, X, Pissaro oil two Sir
“eonardo Coccorante (1680 to 1750) on copper, John Piper

Wortway, A Vickers, J van Dyk, David Roberts and many i
Jerard Bengu mixed media, Louis Knehla Maghubela oil, |
t Ngatane oils, Tinus de Jongh, W H Coetzer, Adriaan
Sche, Corne Bosch, Errol Boyley plus many more.




Rampant

False registration forms

and other mi

rime syndicates
now comntrol the
Johannesburg
licensing depart-
ment to such an extent
that provincial parliamen-
tarians want the defence
force called in to nor-
malise the situation.

Only the army, they say,
can cope with intimida-
tion on such a grand scale
that municipal security
guards have fled, and a
member of the SAPS anti-
corruption unit, sent to
investigate, left after just
two months, saying he
feared for his life.

Crime syndicate mem-

. . bers and their agents are

free to roam the building
and conduct illegal trans-
actions without any
monitoring.

The extent of the cor-
ruption is horrifying.

A widespread problem
is the forging of vehicle
registration documents.
Initially fraudsters were
using colour photocopies
of the original motor ve-
hicle licence and regis-
tration certificate, but
their work has been made
easier by simply paying
staff at the depariment to
steal the original for
them.

It has been alleged that
between 6000 and 9000
blank vehicle registra-
tion documents have dis-
appeared from the licens-
ing department’s Love-
day Street offices in the
past three months. With
an ordinary colour Iaser
printer it is easy for a
member of the public to
use these documents to
register any vehicle in
their name.

The forged certificate of regis-
tration that the Safurday Star has in
its possession was printed on a stolen
original, and is so well done that the
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Licence o
kili? i's easy

Members of cfime
syndicaies are able o
‘phone aconfactin
ihe Johanneshurg
licensing deparment
bafore they hljack o
carand - with that
car's regisfration
number -~ are able fo
getthe engine and
_chassis numbers,

. Before a car Is stolen

or hijocked, it can
already be regisfered
inthe name of the
new “owner”.

In the past fow
months, the names of
fraudsters insidie the
licensing deparfment
have bean passed on
fo the intemnal
inspections division as
wall as o special unit
ot the SAPS set up fo
help the licensing
depariment ~ but

A ReET g

nours

MMM_,@. These positions
are rotated every three
months.

Another scam involves
affidavits: the Saturday
Star has in its possession
a blank affidavit form,
signed and stamped by a
police officer, which any-
one can buy for R50.

The affidavits are used
in applications to obtain
duplicate registration
documents for a vehicle
— and, for R2, a “go-
between” will lend you a
pen to fill in your forms.
For R20 he or she will
actually fill in your form
for you.

Sources within the
department said a police
officer, sent to arrest a
licensing official for
allegedly frying to use
forged documents, was so
severely intimidated that
he left, and the official
was never apprehended.
He still works in Loveday
Street.

The police have also
been implicated in ve-
hicle registration fraud.
The Saturday Star man-
aged to obtain five origi-
nal application forms
that were confiscated in
just one week at the
Johannesburg licensing
affice,

Each application had a
“legally” obtained clear-
ance certificate from the
bolice, but either false ID
documents or false regis-
tration certificates accom-
banied the -clearance
certificate.

action has been slow If a car has been stolen,
 ornotforthcomingat | it needs a clearance
ait certificate before it can
be registered in the new

owner’s name.

There are seven stations where the
public can take their cars, along with
all relevant documentation, to get
cleared. Police officials physically

gor

just one week's takings of forged re
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ENOUGH AEREADY: An official from Johanneshbugicensing
gistration docnents

department surounded by
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There’s n0O money

to clean up

the mess and 1 m\_\m\_m,iﬁm%@mé

i s |

last ye e pablic saiety an
WHW%MWE% mmﬂcMomm co ittee of mmm Greater
Johannesburg Metropolitan Council set up a

task team under the leadership of councillor

Kate Lorimer to fry to find solutions for the
problems at the licensing nmum._ﬂgm.ﬂﬁ w

Some of the wmoogmﬁammumﬁm it came U%
with were that all acting positions be filled
Novemher1897; that when wﬁm ZmWoﬂmH .H.Hmmmm
Information System experiences “down E—M .m
the doors of the wnmmmuhm department mﬁo.nﬁm
be closed; that security mﬁma.ﬂm mn.ou.ﬁ he
council should patrol the EEH&U. m.m at
stricter control mrodb.m be mmnmu.nmmm QMMN :
private roadworthy-testing stations; an at
an investigation be no_m_m into .m,umoﬂn.nmﬂ
documentation and scanning machinery

to limit forgery. .

E.MWS&E. g to the executive officer of %EM

management services, Titus gmumum.m e

traffic department does not have the Eﬁﬂﬁ v

implement the recommendations of the task

“We don’t have permanent managers at any

of our offices, we desperately need manpower
j is no money.
Uﬁﬁﬁﬁm_ﬂwﬁ:ﬁm to register 4&.;&% the same
way they do in other countries, dm&mn% the
public fill in their vehicle registration forms
and return a week or two Emn to pick up Emuﬂ.
licence. We believe this will help fo cut ou
ouiuw - - -
noOb Wunw jssue of the 6 000 missing ummumn.mnoﬂm
certificates, Malaza said: “Tm not aware
documents being missing. If they are indeed
missing, the uogmmvﬁ.m office should have
i e about it.”
E».O.Hﬂwmmw@mﬂmwntw%e Star did 5.8 contact
officials from the two staff unions at Em
licensing department, but E.mw. were z_m
available. The strategic m«mﬂuﬁﬁ for public
safety and emergency mmﬁﬁomm,.m&mzq Maeko,
refused to comment on the situation at the
licensing department. The chairwoman of the
jicensing task team, Kaie Lorrimer, EMM
unavailabile for comment. Attempts to ncsSE
outgoing Gauteng Transport MEC Pa
Mashatile were unsuccessful.
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picked up that it was false was the
incorrect spelling of very simple
words.

Under normal circumstances, licens-
ing department cashiers have to sign
for these blank forms, and at the end
of the day they have to sign for the
batch that remains and give an
account for those that are missing. But
because of staff vacancies in the top
five managerial positions in the
department, these cashiers are left
largely unsupervised.

About 21 of the 107 cashiers at
the Johannesburg licensing depart-
ment are acting in managerial po-

against the documentation. Once all
the information checks out, a clear-
ance certificate is issued.

Police spokesman Captain Sipho
Ngubane said: “We are aware of the
fraud being committed by police
officers with regard to clearance
certificates. The anti-corruption and
vehicle-theft units are investigating
several cases of clearance certificate
fraud.

“The South African Police Service
gees this matter in a very serious

. light and action will be taken against

anyone found guilty of such a
crime.”

Africans iagging hehind on productivity

Africa represented 13% of the world’s population, but produced only 1,7% of
the world’s total wealth, Pan-African Productivity Association president Jan
Visser told a meeting of the Organisation of African Unity’s labour and social
affairs commission in Pretoria this week.

The QAU meeting was also presented with a World Economic Forum report

on African competitiveness.

According to the report, South Africa came seventh, but compared with 46
other developed countries, it ranked only 44th. - Sapa
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% OFF HIGHEST QUALITY FLOOR &
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WALL

IAPORTED TILES

35% OFF ALL IMPORTED SANITARYWARE

AND ACCESSORIES

show at the centre court of Hyde Park Corner Shopping Cenire.
The biggest display ever of genuine hand.woven Persian carpels at wonderfully affordable prices. |-

From April 18 till April 30
+ From 9am till 10pm ¢ Sundays from llam till 5pm

Fa

We Persians take our birthday parties
very seriously. Qur friends and
clientele will be presented with a
wealth of carpets, never seen in South
Africa before. Literally hundreds of|
carpels of the finest quality will be on

(e

Rug ¢ Kelim Galle
‘ 8 5 Of Hydo Park Omnrg
‘| Hyde Park Corner, Hyde Park, Sandton. Tel: 325-1900
" n %” - pa N - oy . tnetir mf';vw

Fly with us to Australia before oh
As a Qantas Frequent Flyer membe:

to.

BRITISH AIRWAYS

Operated by Comalr
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Crime happens because people let it happen. Crim

... CRIME

SATURDAY ARGUS
APRIL25/26 1998
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e also happens because people refuse to get involved.

But, as Heather Hogan reports, there is at least one Johannesburg citizen who has rolled up his sleeves and

The bus comm

i first, Paul Davidson, a
.regular bus commuter,
was unaware of muggings
and pickpocketing on
Johannesburg’s buses. Then, in con-
versation with clients and fellow
church members, the 54-year-old
labour relations consultant, of
Rosettenville in Johannesburg’s
southern suburbs, was horrified to
discover how often the attacks
occurred.

But instead of using the informa-
tion merely as a dinner-table topic,
he decided to do something — mainly
because 70% of the victims are pen-
sioners. For two years now, Mr
Davidson has been patrolling buses
in his spare time. .

“I have an interest in the aged. It
was because of their complaints
about the situation that I became
involved,” he explains.

At first, Mr Davidson tried to co-
operate with the police and bus ser-
vices — with little joy.

Almaost a year ago, he sent several
faxes to Johannesbhurg’s Metropoli-
tan Bus Service spokesman Esther
Dreyer and National Police Commis-
sioner George Fivaz, but was met
with silence. He sent a second batch
of faxes this month. So far he has had
1o response.

Tn his two years as self-appointed
“protector”, he has seen it all: gangs
of pickpockets and muggers who
prey regularly on bus commuters.
Mr Davidson knows their faces and
their modus operandi - and they def-
initely know his.

“ITknow them when I see them,
and they know me. I intervene when
1 see them about to tackle somehody.
1 demand that they get off the bus,
and they do,” he says witha wry
smile.

The slightly built Mr Davidson
has never come to physical grips
with the muggers, but they have
threatened him. “They say they’ll
stab me for interfering.”

No one pays him for his “service”.
He has simply taken it upon himself
to become the “guardian angel” of
the bus commnuters.
.. MrDavidsonsusp

sty
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ec's that bus dri-

Celpaps,

decided to come out fighting
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**PROTECTOR: i his two years Qm,wm__moﬁuo“a,m.m u.uaﬁmdﬂ@%mm_Uo&%a:.:om seenif all gangs d Qo_ﬁooﬂma and muggers who prey regulary on bus commuters
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angel

people.

Passengers are reluctant to press
charges against the pickpockets,
fearing whaft the thieves willdo to
them once they are released from
custody.

But without the victims’ state-
ments, Sergeant Bekker and his men
are helpless to stop the criminals -
and the muggings continue.

The buses travelling to Johannes-
burg’s southern suburb seemtobea
favourite of the muggers. But the
Yeoville/Hillbrow routes, the East-
gate bus and those travelling from
the Magistrate’s Court are also hard
hit.

Mr Davidson travels along the bus
routes he believes the pickpockets
are most likely to target - those
going to and from hospitals and
where older people are more com-
monly found.

Pickpockets seem to target passen-
gers towards the end of the month,
as many people have their wages,
which are ofien paid in cash, on
them.

Another favourite day is the 7th of
every month, when pensioners get
their pensions. Business slacks off
until the middle of the month when
disability and veteran grants are
paidout.

Mr Davidson believes the police
could stop the muggings if they
patrolied the buses more regularly,
What shocked him most was when a
driver told him that they “refused to
put their lives on the line for passen-
gers”,

Come what may, though, he will
continue patrolling the buses, pro-
tecting those in need of his help. He
will keep an extra vigil on pension-
payout days.

But Sergeant Bekker says police
are winning the battle against the
muggers and arrests have already
been made. He says plainclothes offi-
cers have been stationed on the
buses since last year.

Unfortunately, many of the
thieves are repeat offenders who,
once out of prison, sitmply return to
their old ways.

. - Police are understaffed and cannot

be everywhere at once, Sergeant




are helping them, but they must be
aware of it ... They’ve told me they
are not goingto put their lives on the
line - even though they know it’s
happening.

“They say they have reported if,
but that they get no backup from
their own superiors. I mean, if a dri-
ver knows what's going on, then the
possibility isthere that he is perhaps
getting something out of it.”

When approached for comment on
the allegations, Metropolitan Bus
Service customer services manager
Toinette van Niekerk said the com-
pany believed in the honesty of its
drivers.

But passengers still suspect that
drivers work in coliusion with the
criminals, despite the assurances.

Barely a day passes without some
unfortunate soul being mugged on a
city bus. Poverty-stricken pension-
ers are robbed of their pensions
before a driver’s eyes, while other
passengers find themselves without

wallets in the blink of an eye.

Just how safe are you and your
valuables on Johannesburg buses,
and who are these criminals who Mr
Davidson can identify?

Take the “Cheetah Bag” thief. Late
in the afternoon on April 1, the Num-
ber 46 bus travelled dewn Eloff
Street Extension towards Roset-
tenville.

A well-dressed man sat on the long
seat in the front of the bus, his black
suit and brown straw hat immacu-
late. At a casual glance, he might
have been just another passenger on
his way home. But it was impossible
not to notice the large plasticbag he
was carrying. The bag, with the
image of a cheetah’s head printed on
it, bulged with purses and wallets.

An old woman disembarked at a
bus stop along the route. The thief
was right behind her. Without a
moment’s hesitation his fat fingers
tare her sling-bag from her shoulder.
Then, like a magician, he was gone.
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The bus pulled off and left the o ¢
woman standing dumbstruck and
helpless.

Then there is the “Professor”, a
tall, fat man who is always smartly
dressed. His gang is one of the oldest.

There is also a man known to the
police as “Fats”. He resembles the
“Professor” in many ways, he’s just
fatter — there’s no kinder way to put
it. But his obesity is no obstacle; on
the contrary, he uses every inch of
his body to help his cronies trap
their victims. “Faie ' usually wears
jeans and a T-sh_-t or a white
anorak. His pickpockets are the
most active.

Another very active thief, called
«gearface”, has terrible scars all
over his face. His garg is relatively
small. “Searface” originally worked
for the “Professor” and then for
“Pats™: now it would seem he is self-
employed. Sometimes he receives
help from a young woman who acts
as a decoy.

— -
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BekKer, of the South African Police
Service, some of those involved are
“part-time” pickpockets.

“These men might only rob some-
body every six months or so, if
they're short of cash. As for the more
permanent pickpockets, they alter-
nate between buses and trains.
Every time the buses get ‘too hot’
because of police efforts, the thieves
start working the trains. It’s a
vicious circle.”

In some cases, the mugger’s plans
have taken a hunorous furn. Stan-
ley, a 68-year-old retired fireman,
was carrying a huge, bulging object
in his back pocket. “Scarface” decid-
ed Stanley was his next victim.

He followed him, pushing and
shoving the old man as they climbed
off the bus. During the fuss, "Scar-
face” stole the object out of Stanley’s
pocket.

But Stanley had the last laugh: in
his haste. the thief had mistaken a
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wallet.

But not all victims have been so
lucky.

Mr Gomez, who receives a disabil-
ity pension, and his wife were travel-
ling on the South Hills bus when
muggers grabbed him. Mr Gomez
made the mistake of struggling. The
muggers pulled a knife and pointed
it at him and his wife.

“They rummaged through my
pockets, but found nothing, except
my bus ticket. They threatened us,
then threw the ticket on the ground
and left us alone,” he recalls.

The couple may have escaped
physical injury but the emotional
trauma stays with them.

Pensioner Robert Wood of Turf-
fontein was another victim. He was
mugged minutes before being inter-
viewed.

As the retired fitter and turner
climbed on to the No 46 bus at Turf
Club Street, he heard somebody

was behind him, pushing him on to
the bus with his huge stomach. Mr
Wood fell on to the long seat at the
front of the bus, and “Fats™ sat down
beside him, squashing him into the
corner of the seat.

“Another gang member leant
across and took my wallet out of my
breast pocket,” he says.

Mr Wood clearly remembers
screaming to the driver, “Stop! Stop!
1 want to get oft”, but the driver, who
had witnessed the crime, turned
away. Ignoring the helpless pension-
er, he kept his eyes on the road.

One bus driver said that he —and
his fellow drivers — had been
instrueted not to get involved, even
if they were aware that a mugging
was taking place. The bus company
denied that such an instruction had
been issued.

Victims are of all ages, races and
sexes but, according to Sergeant
Bekker, 70% of victims are elderly

another.

Although picking somebody’s
pocket at knife-point falls into the
category of armed robbery, which
carries a stiff sentence, some pick-
pockets are out of jail in less than a
year. Others are let out on bail
almost immediately and never even
reachjail.

In the meantime, Sergeant Bekker
and his men are still trying to stop
the pickpockets, but they need your
helptodoit.

Avoid being a victim by staying
alert. Hang on to your bags - and,
ladies, don’t carry your purse in
your bra because this is an open
invitation to thieves.

If you are elderly and need to fetch
your pension, try not to travel alone.

*“The whole aim of my patrol is to
stop this thing,” says Mr Davidson.
“If the criminals find they’re getting
away with it, then what's to prevent
other people from doing it?”
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JACQUIE GOLDING-DUFFY
NATIONAL MEDIA EDITOR

g ocialite Edith Venter, a
patron of the Cancer Associa-
ion, believes she was

o “ambushed” by TV journalist
John Pilger in his documentary
Apartheid Did Not Die, which was
screened on SABC 3 earlier this
week.

Ms Venter said she was under the
impression that the thrust of the FTV
crew’s interview was “to highlight
differences between first and third
world fashion” when filming took
place last year.

She was shown wearing designer
garb and expensive jewellery in
shots that were used to highlight the
disparity in wealth between black
and white South Africans.

“I'm disgusted by what happened
to me. When I was asked to do it last
October I thought it concerned fash-
ion and trend differences between
the first and third worlds — whether
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we had good couturiers here or not.
1 said of course we do. To show how
good they are,  modelled a few out-
fits. I was asked, in passing, about
the situation in the country and I
spoke about the work I have done
with cancer patients as my way of
giving back to the community. What
he (Pilger) has done is twist every-
thing, juxtapose me against a squat-
ter camp, misconstruing things.

“1find it sleazy and take strong
exception to it,” she said.

Other prominent people who also
appeared to have been “ambushed”
by Pilger include top estate agent
Pam Golding and Anglo American
corporate spokesman Michael
Spicer,

Ms Golding was filmed making
admiring remarks about former
British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher as she showed Pilger
around a Cape Town mansion. Mr
Spicer was tackled about the mining
industry’'s attitude to the huge casu-
alties in gold mining, illustrating
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Pilger’s point of “nothing has
changed” since the new dispensa-
tion.

Ms Golding chose not to conunent
as she has not seen the programme
while Mr Spicer was on holiday
“with family” , according to Anglo
American.

Nthato Motlana, chairman of New
Africa Investments Limited, was
interviewed by the TV crew, but his
insert was omitted from the final
edited version of Apartheid Did Not
Die.

According to insiders at Nail, the
“stark omission” of “a well-respect-
ed black business man with a strug-
gle history” meant Pilger’s docu-
mentary was “evidently not bal-
anced”.

Pilger could not be reached for
comment despite repeated efforts.

Cyril Ramaphosa, deputy chair-
man of Nail and former African
National Congress secretary-gener-
al, was attacked in the documentary.
Mr Ramaphosa’s office said he “did
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not watch the documentary” and
‘was “unable to comment”.

The thrust of Pilger’s documen-
tary, screened simultaneously in
Britain and South Africa, was that
the country was still gripped by an
economic apartheid, with a handful
of peaple still controlling the coun-
try’s wealth.

Freedom of Expression chairman
Mandla Selecane said Pilger's docu-
mentary was “informative” and
“provocative” in a number of
respects, but “those of us who are
familiar with John’s work might
feel, however. that he was not nearly
as probing as he could have been”.

Raymond Louw, a media commen-
tator and editor and publisher of
Southern Africa Report, said Pil-
ger’s “attack on Cyril Ramaphosa
was unjustified and my overall
impression was that Pilger was sad
that we did not go the socialist
route™.

Mr Louw said the documentary
was a “mixed bag”. “It was seriously
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inaccurate in parts, but accurate in
others and quite devastating in yet
others. There is no doubt that he had
his own agenda and the programme
conformed to that agenda.

“Nevertheless it was important for
South Africans to see this and debate
it”

Pilger brought the world’s atten-
tion in the late 1970s to the full hor-
ror of the Cambodian genocide. He
has gained a reputation as a crusad-
ing journalist, highlighting the
plight of the East Timorese and Abo-
riginals of his homeland.

Max du Preez, former editor of
Vrye Weekblad and producer of the
award-winning TV programme
Truth and Reconciliation Report,
chaired a debate after the screening.

This week Du Preez said that
despite the film’s shortcomings, Pil-
ger created debate across South
Africa; “It took a foreign journalist
to bring out a debate that should
have been thrashed out a long time
ago. He has created national debate

round the questions of an economic
apartheid and ‘was our revolution
betrayed?"”

Du Preez said that it was a “good
time" to have a national debate since
“we have done the reconciliation
bit” and “now, as a nation. we have
to reconstruct our country”.

He said he received wide reaction
to the debate and most calls he field-
ed from viewers were those pleased
“with this kind of feisty current
affairs”.

Kehla Shubana, an analyst at the
Centre for Policy Studies, said that
“as a foreigner, Pilger was free to
participate in the debate of South
Africa”, but “the stance he took in
raising certain issues was done with
a certain agenda already inmind”.

“He disregarded any evidence that
would’ve gone against the conclu-
sion he was working towards. a dis-
appointment in the South African
government.”

Nowetu Mpati, a Congress of
South African Trade Unions repre-
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sentative, said this week that while
the documentary succeeded in
“highlighting the disparities in
wealth in our country”, it failed in
“crediting government with some of
the gains made since 1994”.

Pilger’s reference to 87% of black
children having poor health was one
of the stark inaccuracies, she said.

SABC head of television news
Allister Sparks said the disclaimer
that appeared before the screening
of Apartheid Did Not Die “is not
unusual” and “will become a consis-
tent policy while I am here”.

Sparks said documentaries of a
socio-political nature that were not
made by the SABC and not under its
editoriat direction would carry adis-
claimer, “It is only right and proper
to make it clear to the viewing public
that although we are showing them
the programme and while we have
to take editorial responsibility for it,
it was not made, produced nor
researched by the SABC and does
not reflect the view of the SABC.”

Body in freezer: suspect will finish jail terms
kidnapping before extradition

for murder,

SIMON MARKS

Washington DC - The American sus-
pected of murdering Pretoria game
hunter Willem Wittmaekers faces so
much legal trouble in the United
States that he may never return to
South Africa to face justice, accord-
ing to sources in both countries.
Jimmie Thomas, 54, was arrested
this week by FBI agents in Reno,
Nevada. He faces extradition fo
Twin Falls, Idaho, where he is want-
ed for the murder last November of
his ex-wife’s boyfriend, 38-year-old
Steven Louder.

1

sources say they may send a team of
detectives to Idaho “some time in the
next month” to interview Thomas.

Thomas remains the prime sus-
pect in the death of Mr Wittmaekers.
whose bullet-riddled body was found
stuffed into a freezer at his home in
Menlo Fark, Pretoria, 10 days ago.

In an interview from prison this
week, Thomas described Mr Witt-
maekers as his best friend. He said
he was shocked and upset when
detectives told him of the murder.

“I've been so upset over it, I
haven't slept,” said Thomas, who
repeatedly denied any involvement

US officials say they believe
Thomas made several trips to South
Africa and appears to have viewed
the country as a home-away-from-
home to which he could flee when-
ever he needed refuge from Ameri-
can law enforcement.

Thomas’s first brush with the law
occurred in 1978 in California,
where he was charged with the mur-
der of an associate to whom he
reportedly owed money. The trial
ended with a hungjury.

Idaho prosecutor John Lothspeich
says Californian authorities have
spent 20 years tryin ;to - 7 -

shot and killed Mr Louder on
November 14 in front of Thomas’' ex-
wife, who has since moved to an
undisclosed location and is expected
to be the chief prosecution witness
against her former husband.
Following Mr Louder’s murder,
Thomas flew backto South Afriea.
He says he remained at Mr Witt-
maekers’s Pretoria home until

March 25, when hereturned to the -

US. He aroused thesuspicion of cus-
toms officers at John F Kennedy Air-
port, who demanded to inspect a
cache of five shotguns he was carry-

Celtic singer Shane
too crock to rock,
claims German paper

Bonn - Celtic rocker Shane
McGowan, who scored hits like
Streams Of Whiskey, disappointed
German fans when he was unable to
perform after a drinking session in
an Irish pub in Cologne.

A German daily paper, Bild, said
McGowan had been due to perform
on Wednesday night at the Jame-
son’s Distillery Pub and sing num-
bers from his Crock Of Gold CD.

The daily, Bild, added that
McGowan had been in no fit state to
perform and pictured him nursing a
pint of stout under a headline: “Con-
cert downed — three times over the




Blacks, whites rally together on rural crime

WHITE farmers and a
black “protection force”
angered by rising rural
crime and a spate of at-
tacks on farms rallied in
a small SA town yester-
day, demanding tough
government action.

The unlikely sight of
white farmers and their

black neighbours tafdng
(

MRS R AT L E Lk 26 3 R e i)

to the streets of Marble
Hall, about 200 km
northeast of Johannes-
burg, was aimed at push-
ing the government into
recognising the fear they
live under. “Farmers are

heing eted. It’s
frightening,” said the
farmers’ spokesman

“There’s no strong de-
terrent. It's got to the
gtage where criminals
feel they can do any-
thing.” Whites are not
the only victims. Black
farmworkers and busi-
nesses in rural areas are
also under attack and
have formed a vigilante

Brett_Bayf%) ﬁo p-— Reuter.
T oA g Il TGN Y [ s él QWWM L




ol
NI | D e ey B S il e ks
e | SR EaRe AT Lo ViR o ES e AT

New management for
fresh E.ca@m\w% \\m_._ﬂmw

Move follows complaints of mismanagement and corrtiption

the ngbnm * which wouid

- Br Lex-Rom Aumnns ot only cannot grow, but can-
City Desk T oversee the managerent and  not even meet the current pro-
' operations. Now, the market duction floor space required,
, ohannesburg’s fresh pro-  forms part of the councitand  Unlesg there is capitsl injec-
— duce market at City Deep * is supervised by a councll offi-  tion to create space and re-
. wsgmmﬁnﬁmmmmmum. cial. * Emﬁﬁmmmﬁuaﬂamm_ﬁa%?
rate company in the first move ‘Tony Thompson, executive tem, the market will not be
. “ by the city to dispese of some officer in charge of the map able to accommodate the new
- . of 1ts assets to enable it to fo- ket, said in a report to the  role-players and additional
e cus on its “core” business, council, corporatisation wag produce,” the report said. K
The move was approved in intended to “provide the eoun. Thompson also told The
principle by the Greater cil with a real income, rotain Star earjier that corporatisa.
Johannesburg metropolitan  ownership of the facility, ap- ton would allow the profits
council last week and comes in pease the producers and deal made by the market to be put
the wake of long:standing  with the view that the market  back into the congern.
complaints sbout corruption  was not core business”, This was necessary to im-
and mismanagement at the He said the financial prob- brove the administration and
market. lems Greater Johannesburg  systems of the market which
. Final approval is subject to wasexperiencingwascausing  hag been dogged by allegations
astudy of the legal and other major problems for the market of corruption for years,

. Eu:ﬂnaau%ﬁgﬂoﬁoﬂ_. because it had caused an in. These allegations Ied to a
sultants are to be commis- gﬁggﬁs probe by the auditorgeneral
sloned to carry out the studk  be stopped as the orgamisa- in 1995 while earlier this
Trade unions and other stake. tion’s profits were used for month the National Agricul-
holders will also be consuled. other conneil functions, tural Marketing Council an.

Corporatisation entails the “The general perception is nounced it would initiate an-
setting up a separate company  that the council has spent the other investigation into claims
~which could be controlled by market’s surplus. The market of fraud and mismanagement.
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Men atwork ...

3 getting on with
B thejobatthe

fresh produce
market, which
will soon be set
up as a separate
company.
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By Joshua Raboroko

THE National Home Builders
Registration Council (NHBRC}
has expelled 64 building compa-
nies for various reasons, including
corruption and disappearing with
deposits, in an attempt to protect
consumers against unscrupulous
property developers. “a

In addition, 38 other property
developers have been suspended
while their cases are being inves-
tigated by the council after allega-
tions that they ripped off home-
less people of millions of rands.

kicks out corrupt builders

The NHBRC was established
in 1996 to protect consumers
against contractogs who built
shoddy homes. d»

in a separa case, the
Masakhane Development Trust,
which collected huge deposits
ranging from R4 000 to R10°000
from scores of home seekers, have
had their coniract rejected after
failing to comply with the coun- -
cil’s regulations.

These drastic actions against
builders were announced by
NHBRC managing director Mr
Peter Allsopp at a conference of

yeTCY

the South African Residential
Developers Association at Sun
City in North West yesterday.
Allsopp said about 29 of the
companies which have been
expelled and 27 of those which
had been suspended were: from
* Gauteng while the rest were from
KwaZulu-Natal, Western Cape
and Northern Province. ." The NHBRC received 100
., Mostof the builders were- complaints a month from disgrun-
found to have either been liquidat- - tled homeowners and would-be
ed, absconded - with \consumers’ homeowners:, Allsopp. said the
deposits, hadcoiit judgments council rejeated 215 applications
against them or had committed  from new builders, and inspected
soime or oth 1200 newly-built homes a week.

a5it1as

Allsopp said his council was {o
hear t 603 complaints from con-
sumers who claimed they were
dissatisfied with homes that had
been built for them, or with the
deposits they had paid.
> About 836 of these cases had
been finalised and were pending
judgment. '

*.
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Abandoned ‘skeleton houses’ a silent'testimony to crime-infest

PETAKROST . ..
in Johannesburg

Walkerville’s armed response com-
pany is teaching Eo_“ owners howto
shoot properly - bécause they claim

‘'vent another tragedy such as hap-

pened at Zesfontein recently, when
Angelina Zwane was killed by a bul-
let fired by a local plot owner.

Most residents have more than
one gun per household - and-much

- Almo§t every house in Walk- -

erville visited this week had been
attacked, some a number of times.
Their nervousness has a lot to do

. :With two horrific incidents: the
-Eikenhof killing in 1993 when a

* (Azanian People’s Liberatior!

the Pan African Congress’s armed

- ;wing); and the terrorising of their

‘community by the “December
Gang”,in 1996. The gang raped, mur-
dered and tortured many residents.

ARG um\ﬁ\mﬁ _

worst-hit areas are skeletons &
houses whose owriers fled the area .
because of crime, abandoning prop-
erties they could not sell.

There is no Walkerville police sta-

PR At el

e

tion - the nearest one is at De Deur Ml
the community is caughtupina like Zesfontein, the Walkerville area woman, her 14-year-old sonandai3- Another aggravating factor isthat which covers .an area of about e B
serious war againstcrime; . - is plagued by crime. Residents are year-old girl were murdered ina - the area is surrounded by squatter  350km2. ; N
- The firearm ﬁwmwﬂgmwmmﬂmm Dbre- .nervous, = - Lt driveby shooting by.Apld members..: .camp townships. Dotted around the Many people had despaired that M "
e PO T BB CEe g A T o S ot i T - SR
: F— ; . : — = . —
R — . = ||‘j ’ _ — e *
. the police were not able to protect ‘

“German-born resident Helmut
. Klein, whose home has been robbed
w,&.ﬁmm times in recent years, said:
J“We used to sit outside in the
evenings, but it’s too dangerous
-now. Instead, we barricade our-
selves inside at night.”

L__ann

RS

o
By

|



under siege

Walkenville residents hone shooting skills
=2 (38

BY PETA KROST

‘Walkerville's armed response company is
teaching local plot owners how to shoot
properly - because they claim the
comnrunity is caught up in a war against
crime.

The firearm training could prevent
another tragedy such as happened at
Zesfontein, on the East Rand, when Ange-
lina Zwane was killed by a bullet fired by
a local plot owner.

Most residents have more than one
firearm per household - and, much like
Zesfontein, the Walkerville area, south of
Johannesburg, is plagued by crime.

Most houses in Walkerville visited by
the Saturday Star this week had been
attacked, some a number of times. The
people’s nervousness has a lot to do with
two horrific incidents: the Eikenhof
killing in 1993 when a womarl, her 14-year-
old son and a 13-year-old girl were mur-
dered in a drive-by shooting by members
of the Pan African Congress’s armed
wing Apla, and the terrorising in 1996 of
their community by members of the
“December Gang”, who
gang-raped, murdered
and tortured many
residents.

Another aggravating
factor is that the area is
surrounded by squatter
camp townships. Dot-
ted around the worst-
hit areas are skeletons
of houses whose owWn-
ers have abandoned 4
to S-hectare properties
they could not sell.

There is no Walker-
ville police station — the
nearest one is at De
Deur, which, serves an
area of about 350sqlm. Many peaple
despair that the police are not able to
protect them.

German-born resident Helmut Klein,
whose home has been burgled three tirnes
in recent years, said: “I have made it clear
to the cops that if someone sets foot onmy
property, I will blow them away.”

Hie grandchildren are not allowed to
play alone in their expansive garden and
his house is now fortified: “We used to sit
outside in the evenings but it's too
dangerous now. Instead we barricade
ourselves inside at night.”

Over the years, Clive and Moira Horton
have been burgled more times than they
can remember. From their home they can
see a squatter camp.

“We have been cleaned out three times
but we are the only ones in this particu-
lar neighbourhood who have not been

R1,2-million to replace and he would not

UP FOR GRABS: This was once a bed
fled. They were unabie fo sell the prope

a7 ly- |18
)

attacked,” said Clive Horton. “Some people
in this area have just fled, no one knows
where. There was a beautiful old double-
storey thatched house which was literally
flattened within two weeks of the owners

One of their neighbours managed to
escape and run to the Hortons for safety
when a group broke into their house.

While the Hortons were being inter-
viewed yesterday afternoon, they were
locking their valuables and objects of
sentimental value in their hidden walk-in
safe because they were going on holiday

“We have no choice - if we don’t do this
we will come home to find it all gone,” said
Moira Horton. “It happens whenever we
go away.”

They had three atterapted break-ins
over Christmas and recall that one year
they had 12 burglaries. No insurance
company will insure them.

Moira is too afraid to be in the house on
her own. The couple would sell their
home, given the opportunity - but they say
no one will buy it. Clive said it would cost

T

o

get a fraction of that. Until a few years
ago, the Hortons farmed. “We gave that up
because all our stock kept being stolen.”

They no longer 'invite guests over
because of the dangers and they rely ona
radio phone because the telephone wires
were stolen. Muth of the fence that en-
circled their property was stolen, so they
made the razor-wired enclosure much
smaller:

Val Simpson, wha recently turned 60, is
taking shooting lessons. She and her hus-
band park their cars under their bedroom

.window. “Our bakkie and all our garden

furniture was stolen within one month, so
now we're not taking chances.”

In the wealthy Golfview section, the
plots are better secured than your average
Sandton home. By night, many of those
who do have buzzers and bells do not
respond to them,

utiful home in Walkerville, unfil its owners
riy and it was ransacked

BARRICADES UP: Clive and Moira Horfon’s Walkerville hom

than they can remember. Rozot wire is part of the solution

Terry and Jeff Groenewald feel secure.
They have five dogs, a security alarm, new
burglar bars on their windows, an electric
fenice atop a high wall surrounding their
property, and firearms. They are also part
of a neighbourhood watch, in which the
residents are connected to a citizen-band
radio and have to check in at certain times
every day If they don't, the others in-
volved investigate. i someone calls for
help, one man from each house goes 1o

The  Groenewalds
claim crime is not a
problem in Walkerville
and attribute all the fear
to people gossiping.

“If gomeone is attack-
ed, the story spreads
and is embellished so
much it is no longer
recognisable,” said Jeff.
“People must be secu-
rity conscious, though.
It is essential every-
where.”

He told of the elderly
woman in their street
with 28 dogs and an-
other with seven Ger-
man shepherds. The couple did not feel
property prices had dropped and told of
how one of the neighbours eventually sold
their magnificent house on ahuge plot fDl:

R600 000 after between: two to three ygggs‘ s

o

of trying to sell it. Y.

Senior police reservist John Sanipson,
who is co-owner of the local aymed:, >
response company, said housebrepking
was on the increase in the area becanse
“whichever way you iravel, there, is a
squatter camp”. i

“These days, you don’t see children on
bicycles and people walking, while women
jog in groups,” he said.

“People are becoming switched off to
gunshots because they hear them all
night.” A month ago, Sampson added, two
armed-response guards from another
company were stabbed and robbed of
their weapons.

L. e
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makmg Johannes urg streets, streetspf Joh hz’resbulrg sdfe,”

boost yesterday: When‘Busn;less *yeste
Agajrist - Crimgi: (BAC) an+. : carry, & plafy forward. "
rnouﬁcéd“ll of‘tfhe 20, stations’; . Kahn could 'nof*"attend
,‘eafmarked as pockets of excel- ‘bécayse he was it Oape Town
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Pa_" ﬁlershlps for 'Police: Sta , standing commlttee on~ Pros
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aimdunced the immediate 1n- .+ poned at the last mlnute Ha
ductlon of ﬁve ‘support teams - Kahn addressed, the WOrk
for 'five; ma,]or pollce statlons shop via g1 ‘v1deo recordmg in
across the city. """ which he' emphasmed fhe im-
wJAccording to BAC's Barbara, K _portance of winning ‘the-war
Holtmann the SPPSaims to sup- agamst erime in Johanneshirg.
pont ‘Kahn's vision of creating © Ay busmess ‘wanti g to-
pockets of excéllence through Sponsor: a:,pohce‘ station “can’
Programme Johanneshurg, a telephone "Holtman;n at (011)

police plan to improve the level 883 0'{17 (Work) or, 082—444 8824 13
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Tangeni Amupadbi

angs have triumphed in Westbury
— Johannesburg's equivalent of the
®f Cape Flats ganglands — after
P promises of big business and politi-

cians have come to naught.

In recent weeks four men have been slain in
gun fights —an event familiar to this dirt-poor
community which, for decades, has enjoyed the
notoriety of having South Africa’s highest
mandrax consumption rate.

Westhury's rows of drab grey council hous-
es and flats have for decades been a no-go zone
after dark. With the exception of the drug
barons, their ¢lients and the gangsters who do
their dirty work, very few enter this township
south-west of Johannesburg. For 40 years the
Fast Guns, Varados, the Spaldings, Majimhbos
and FBI gangs have ruled supreme.

The rich pickings from the drug trade —
they sell dagga, mandrax and, more recently,
crack-cocaine or gafief — have helped support
the area’s football teams and kept starvation
from many doors. [n turn the gangs have,
spawned several smaller offshoots, and
younger members now control a luerative
trade in stolen cars and chop-shops.

The community claims the police have
turned a blind eye for decades because the drug
money has kept their palms well greased. Two
years ago, the station commander of the police
station in neighbouring Sophiatown, under
whose jurisdiction Westbury falls, was changed
in an effort to fight crime. But even this seems
t0 be just one more plan that has not worked.

“Quick-fix solutions won't work,” says Glen
Steyn, executive director of Conquest for Life,
an organisation working with the youth to try
to “change the mindset” of Westbury residents.
Many young people regard gangsters and
druglords who drive luxury cars and live in
large houses as the,m;lﬂ gk

Steyn says g fofight: al
the area havé always been;’ad hoc; more
police dre brought in, and. tnore promls :
es are made by businesses, politicians and in
viduals. “They run’here when the pre
around and make promises as long as, h
get mileage,” he says. -
In the run-up to the 1994 elect1on

Party and the African Natlonal ‘Congress, both. -
of which made grand prornlses of restormg
peace 4nd bringing prospenty - s
Among those who stand acéused of failing
to deliver on theirpromises to the community
are the Johannesburg Stock Iixchange (JSE),
the ‘National Olympic Commlttee of South
Africa {Nocsa), the government arid companies
which run factories adjacent to Westbury.

\ Wes’(*f;ﬁﬁ}‘r
bury was fiercely contested by the Natioital v"

s 3a-26[5[18(39)

its more affluent ne1ghb0urs has become a
hijacking hot spot where, in broad daylight,
the Truckadore skollies hijack entire trucks
or pull goods from them.

Despite the fact that it is surrounded by
dense industrial areas, Westbury has an un-
employment rate of more than 70% — among
the highest in the couniry.

Steyn believes this is because coloured
people are left out: “It’s hard to find a job
because of affirmative action. Companies say
they want blacks only. Some of these people are
selling drugs because they cannot find jobs.”

But they all have explanations for the lack
of delivery. JSE representative Suzette
Plantema denies promises were ever made by
the JSE to set up various projects, including a
vocational training centre,

She admits, though, that the JSE said it
would help the community find money for pro-
grammes to keep youths off the streets. This
has not happened.

Chris Day of Nocsa says the pledge it made
two years ago to get involved through sport still
stands, but it is waiting for the provincial De-

partment of Safety and Security to get involved.

ANC representative Fahdiel Moosa con-
cedes several government programimes have
“fizzled out because of lack of interest” from
schools, but adds they will be restarted.

Several companies in the area, including
Narpak, Tastic Rice, Phillips and Anchor Yeast,
say their business is negatively affected by gang-
sterism. Tastic Rice's depot manager, Larry Slab-
bert, says workers are afraid to make deliveries
in Westhury. Other companies say their goods
trucks are hijacked in the area, but none is mak-
ing a concerted effort to deal with the problem.

Fuel Road, which diyides Westbuny, from
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Diplomats fear

for their safetygg)
]OHANNESBUIQQ)r}g‘ndeQn% flaave made an urgent
appeal to the Departmert of Forelgn Affairs t0 improve sect-
rity;after several recent attacks on diplomatic personnel.

% T his latest letter to the department, dated May 14, Bul-
gé’ﬁéin ambassador Petko Draganov, former doyen of the
dfplomatic corps, wrote that foreign diplomats were
increasingly concerned about their safety.

He appealed for more patrolling and “swift and decisive
action” against perpetrators asa deterrent.

_ One diplomatic mission rmember said personnel feared
that those in the diplomatic services were being targeted.
Diplomatic numbet plates distinguished staff from other citi-
zens, making them vulnetable. S

* The latest victim was the Saudi Arabian charge d' affaire,
Soud Zedan, who was robbed near Alexandra, north of
JQhannesburg, at the weekend.

Farlier this month Nigerian diplomats were tobbed of per-

) sonal goods worth about R130000

Personnel feﬂl‘ by people posing as policemen on
‘those in the the Soweto highway.

oI5 g I March four Angolan govetn-
dlp lqmutw ment repiesentatives were robbed
Services are of jtems worth R30 000 by men

being targeted  posingas policemen, ,
Last month the Mozambican
rninister of works, Roberto White,

' ; and his staff were attacked by three
bogus policemen oufside johannesburg airport.

A burglar broke into the Waterkloof, Pretoria, residence.
of the United Arab Emirates ambassador, stole appliances
and “petrol bombed” the house the same month.

. Deputy head of the German embassy said: “Our statistics
shiow that once or twice amonth a member of our embassy
falls victim to a mugging, a burglary or an armed attack.”

; Foreign affairs spokesman Marco Boni said the govern-
ment was extremely concerned about the security of for-
jcign diplomats. Draganov's letter to the department had
béen referred to the Safety and Security department.
|1 “Criminal attacks on diplomats are part of the greater
ipioblem of crime in the country. We don't believe that it is
an orchestrated campaign against the diplomats,” Boni said.

. © @ South Africa’s crime problem was cause for “serious
concern” and was hampering German business initiatives i,
this country, German ambassador Uwe Kaestner said yester-

day.

"¢ He told the National Assembly’s foreign affairs portfolio
committee business people from the SA Tnitiative of Ger-
inan Business were hampered by the crime problem., —

Fv_'«vn Correspondgnt
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Fortress Sandton 3
contributes zero ¢
to the rule of law

The fencing off of suburbs in SA Is pitting the affluent
against the rule of law and doing little in the real fight
against crime, argues ._oa_._ﬂ Steinberg QWV

Is &.
A-CYNICAL left-wing m%w WHE @W‘wﬁﬂﬁ_nﬂ to perform a crucial
that the rich build palati - ction.

man: i
sions and employ the state to defend Steve Margo heads Sandten 3
them from the poor, Precinet, a nonprofit company that
' No more. Drive through northern  handles the administration of
Johanneshurg and Sandton and neighbourhood enclosures on behalf
will find _M.an tracts of suburbis of resident associations in northemn
fenced off patrolled by privats Johanmesherg,
stturity firms, “This is police support work in
-17The affluent have begun to lose  the strictest sense,” he argues, “The
faith in the state and are pwwm.mammm. lice are underresourced, they
yate agencies to police their neigh- don'thave sufficient numbers on the
bourhoods, This is not an isolated ground, and this is about the com-
SA phenomenon. In MexicoCityand munity coming forward to fill the
880 Paulo, much of the middleclass gap. And it works. In some aress
lives in cohbled-stone villages insu- crime is down by 70%, sometimes
lated from the city by towering walls ~ 80%.”

ad men hearing auntomatic However, ’s position is

WeApPODS. . fiercely con: by _Business ;
-“Private policing for the rich is a  Against Crime’s Barhara Holtman.

corumon  feature of societies in “It surely makes little zense to A maoveto enclosethe local areaisall the ragein affluent neighbourhoods

which inequalities ars large and a  pump masaive amounts of money in- . .
cosh-strapped state is cutting back  to areas already the most resourced being dered. Reducing crime, Britain's welfare state in the wake these are being debated, it is imper-
%&ﬂ#ﬁnmﬁﬁ.ﬂmmﬂmo. inga in the country. The poor are the nmgmﬁ_mw&mu?abm?%m of the Second Warld War, when the  tant to clarify what they are and
ib with an old pedigree across the  most frequent victims of violent bolstering a  detective service mnatjon embarked on & determinsd what they are not. X
Latin  American and Asisn  erime, yet their neighbourhoods are  trained to crack orgenised syndi- and eollective effort to bring those at In the meantime, neighbourhood
continents. often barely policed. cates. [t requires building a crimi- the margins back into common life,  englosures are particelarly volner-
# Nonetheless, there are a number Holtinan's point has disturbing nal justice m that swiftly con- Or the consolidation of West Ger- able to Hmﬁunwmhmnmmm their
of SA peculiarities that bear implications. While it is impossible victsthoso whobreak thelaw—and many's social democracy in the ponents. The cloging off of p
mentioning. to guther hard evidence in this re- it needs an emphasis on intelligent 19503, which mobilised the painofs  roads by private citizens currently 3
-The movement by the affluent to  gard, there can be little doubt that  social spending: providiug training  natian reeling from the failure of & Lies in & twilight zone between ille-
fenee their neighbourhoods is prob-  enclosures do more to displace crime and jobs to tedgroupsisamore dark and nefarions adventare, gality and tacit wnnmmwmbnm
ahly the moest sustained and ener- thantoreduceit. potent way to fight crime than plac- Ironically, it is in countries most uuaWnE g a pallisade fence acrossa
getic wave of civic action this eoun- Asg rwnnr_.u.wgm other di- 1ing scores of armed perso on inneedof social redress, those char-  street is not in itself an offence, but
try hes witnessed since the town-  cates find the affluent more difficult street patrol. acterised by massive inequality and  dropping a boom over a road and
ship uprisings of the mid-1980s. to rob, they will turn to poorer If precious resources are wasted  scant public resources, that the rich Hnnﬁﬂwm the traffic that _.m%
Neighbourhood associations nieed to  neighbourhoods. These, in turn, will  on walls instead of being funnelled  are most reluctant to plough mo; through itis umambiguousiyilleg
demonstrate the sup of 80% of ..Eudmm:%w place policing in their into the national interest, the buck  into the commen interest, The uwmw For now, residents’ associations
résridents before local councils will  own hands as well, but not thro ultimntely stops at the state, not the  on retwns on invéstinent, in state are defying the law and local coun-
grant permission to fence. Levels of the ordered establishment of weil- rich. wa&hﬁ.wnﬂuh resources in a jects is simply that much higher. cils are turning a blind eye to vio-
organisation are thus extremely oiled section 21 companies and the democracy, whether to fight erime mwcnrm rich pay what amountsto a lations. Indeed, moves are afoot by a
high, and active support almost per-  deployment of professional security or for other reasens, ires the private tax in such matters as their  number of councils to redraft local
vdgive when enclosure takesplace.  personnel. It would not be unfairto  willing consent of the -off. Ifthe  gwn safely, but neglect the national  government: legislation to allow for

~The movement to fence and en- say that organisations like Pagad  state fails in its most basic commit- interest in the process, road closures. is little doubt,
close is raging like wildfire across are the security firms of the working  ment, to uphold the rule of law, the The affluent certainly have a however, that were anyone to hti-
affluent neighbourhoods. The two classes. affluent will spend their money right to spend their money on pri- gate against it, the constitntional

largest SA security companiesalone °~  In this sense, um%&vﬁﬁ. hood en-  warding off the poot, and not help-  vate, dedicated polici L butitisim- court would strike down such legis-
patrol more than 140 enclosed ar-  closures not only fail to fight crime. ing them. portant that Emmruﬁwmm like enclo- lation, for private roadblocks consti-
eas, so far believed to only be in 'They fuel a worrying syndrome: the There is a cruel irony in this syn-  sures wear their trus colours on  tute a flagrant viclation of freedom
Gatiteng and Durban. The latesten-  farther retroat of state organs from  drome. It is in advanced industri-  their sleeves. ofmovement. - §
dlosure, in northern Johannesburg’s  neighbourhood life and their subst-  alised countries, where a well-oiled Neighbaurhood enclosures are It is only a matter of time before |
Wendywood, will cover more than tution by increasingly restless resi- state mechine has a good chance of  private endeavours that serve those  the disgruntled use the courts to \
600 homes when it receives council  dents’ associations. umunﬂﬂﬂmbwwmnnnnmm?_ projects, who pay for them. They are nctaux-  outlaw enclosures. When this hap- *
ratification later this year. From the vantage point of a co-  that the rich have been prepared to  iliaries to the criminal justice sys- pens, we can expect a powerfal and

. Is this mass mobilisation of the herent crime prevention strategy, throw their money at social tem. They make no conmbribution to  popular movement of civil dischedi-
tich for better or worse? Thoseinthe the resources the affluent are problems. crime prevention, and very little to  ence, as the fears of the affluent tug |
thick of it insist they are helping spending on private policing are Witness the rapid constructionof  deterrence. Once initiatives like againstthe ruleoflaw. m

. .
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1.J ohannesbur_g Trafﬁc in parts of
' centra] Johannesburg was brought
: to tandstlll when an anti-crime
1| métbreade of about 120 vehicles
el Jmoved through the city this
-|" morning.

The protest was sparked by the
death of a shopowner's 20-month-old
toddler in a robbery about two weeks
ago.

Cars, carrying banners readmg
“protect our children” and “Peace and
security” formed part of the processmn

Teddler Danny Zhong was shot in
the head during a robbery at the Mr Bel-
jing: shop in central Johannesburg on
June 06+ : His father Tom Zhong, was
mJured during the shootmg

e rotest alts trafflc

43 ;
In ntervr? this mornmg, an
.emotional Mr Zhong said: “This wasa

_terrible hearthreak. Who knows who'is
* going to benext — which baby is going to

benext?
“We came here in 1991 hoping fora

- better future. If1 had known this was to

happen I would have stayed away.”

Organiser and Gauteng Chinese
community leader Cecil Leong said
those who had been affected by crime
had been voiceless long enough.

SA Chinese Business Commumty
gspokesman Donald Wang said 1n61dents
like Danny's killing were destroymg
investments in the country. %

“Crime is destroying everythmg,
said Mr Wang.-Sapa
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Suicide heis

carried police ID card

By G GIFFORD,
Crirmne Reporter

A heist suspect who comimitted
.suicide after being cornered by
Cariton Centre staff during a
rush-hour shoot-cut between
robbers and SBV cash-in-tran-
sit guards yesterday has been
identified as a suspended po-
licernan from the Orlando de-
tective branch.

Nobody was injured in a
wild shootout between SBV
cash-in-transit guards and 11
robbers during an attempted
heist in central Johannesburg’s
rush hour yesterday.

Three of the suspects have
heen arrested.

The dead policeman had
been suspended since 1996 for
alleged involvement in armed
robberies, police said. He can-
not be named as his next of Kin
have not been informed.

He was found to be carrying
a police identity card and an
AK-47 wrapped in a blue cloth
overall, The policeman shot
himself in the head after being
cornered by security guards in
the Carlton Centre while trying

to escape.

Superintendent Chris Wil-
Kken, police spokesperson for Jo-
hannesburg, said that five SBV
security guards had collected
cash and left the basement exit
of Trust Bank, situated at the
intersection of Eloff and Main
streets, when they were am-
bushed by i1 men who circled
the van on foot.

Wilken said a shootout be-
tween guards and robbers
broke out. '

“Three of the men jumped
_into a white armoured bakkie
with false registration plates
and the others fled on foot in ail
directions,” said Wilken.

The SBV guards jumped
back into their van and chased
the suspects’ vehicle, which col-
lided with a private car while
jumping a red traffic light.

All three alleged robbers
jumped out after the driver lost
control of the bakkie. They
were immediately arrested by
police. Police said today seven
suspecis were still on the run.
An AKA47 and a shotgun were
found hidden in the basement
at Trust Bank.

tsuspect  Gauteng still has more
of crime than E&Aj
(78

incidents

al average
A AN

Some categories on decline

but fearful members of the public remain sceptical v

hile the latest crime
statisties, released yes-
terday, show that
crime has continued on a sta-
bilising and downward trend,
Gauteng’s figures are higher
than the national average on
everything but stock thefi.
Gauteng rates tops on
housebreaking at residential
properties, other robb eries, car
theft, other thefts, and fraud
and robbery with aggravating
circumstances, and ranks sec-
ond in theft out of vehicles, at-
tempted murder and rape, ac-
cording to statistics released in
the quarterly report of the
Crime Information Manage-
ment Centre,
However, of the 20 most se-
rious crimes reported nation-

ally beiween dJanuary and
March this year, six have de-
creased and 12 have stabilised.
Rape, which increased last year,
has also stabilised.

Antoinetie Louw, researcher
for the Institute for Seeurity
Studies, said pub-

She said public scepticism
over official crime data posed a
serious challenge to govern-
ment policy-makers, particu-
larly with an election coming
up. She said data in categories
such as murder and property

crime were

lic fear of crime P generally ac-
was a more im- @ curaie, but
portant issue - @ rape, assault
than looking st 2 FAgUY@S A os more
trend to deter- a—-!:—--u—ﬂﬁ Tess likely to
mine the crime reflect reality

situation. -.ﬂ-ﬂ._ ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ-—.ﬂ because only
Referring to a 30 to 40% of

recent victim @ w cases were re-

survey, Louw ported.

said: “The majority of people
don’t believe statistics, and
think that crime is increasing.

We are talking about a general
fear of crime which is not

helped by releasing statisfics.”

“But this.is the situation
everywhere, with South Africa
rating slightly lower than de-
veloped countries,” said Louw.

Crimes which have in-
creased are robbery and illegal

possession of firearms. The
surge in robberies is attributed
to the category being regarded
as “a disorganised crime com-
mitted by single or petty crimi-
nals”.

Superintendent Johan
Strauss of the Crime Informa-
tion Management Centre said:
“An increase in the number of
incidences of illegal possession
of firearms is actually a good
sign as the crime is heavily de-
pendant on police action for de-
tection. Most cases are identi- —
fied during actions like road-
biocks, which means the SAPS
is doing its work.” .. ’

Strauss said while statistics
indicated crime was stabilising
and on a downward trend, lev-.
els were still high and more
work needed to be done to re-

duce it to acceptable interna-

tional norms. 7
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By FEMIDA CASSIM
anadian author Robert Young
Pelton sweated heavily as
he traipsed apprehensively
4.1 around Johannesburg last
1| week: when would the cold-blooded
d-| noards of muggers, robbers and
1| thieves he had heard so much about
1°| come and “liberate” him of his money
4| and tourist paraphernalia?
:\  They never did - and a relieved Pel-
" ton decided that the horrific stories
| he'd heard about the Golden City
being one ot the most dangerous
, places outside a war zone were greatly
exaggerated.
: Tn fact Pelton, co-author of the gung-
ho Fieldings travel guide titled The
World’s Most Dangerous Places, feels
| so relieved that he intends bringing
"'l his wife and daughter for a visit some-
v | ime.
And, following his personal mission
* to test the general overseas perception
that we live in a socisty bent on may-
hem and destruction, he had this to
say: “South Africa does not deserve a
‘chapter in my book because it is defi-
nitely not the most dangerous place
outside a war zone. In fact, I plan 0
bring my wife and daughter here.”
Pelton is no stranger to danger. The

At I3,

Author of “The World’s Most Dangerous Places’ gives thum

080-0dd page The World’s Most Dan-
gerous Places is a personal odyssey to
some of the hotspots around the world
and is written for those who prefer
holidays where their snapshots are
taken while ducking bullets or being
strangled by an anaconda deep In a
South American jungle.

Many of the “tourist” sites dis-
ocmmmmgmrmmﬁumwmoumu%imﬁmnv
Pelton and his co-authors
Coskun Aral and Wink
Dulles.

Pelton believes Algeri
deserves the dubious hon
our of being the world's
most dangerous place.

He decided to visit
Johannesburg instead of
Cape Town or Durban >

because of its reputation
for being the most danger-
ous city In South Africa.

With a bag on one shoul-
der, His video camera on the other, a
camera hanging from his neck, a cell-
phone, a pair of expensive sunglasses
and a money pouch dangling around
his waist, he walked the sireets of the
city anxiously waiting to be mugged.

“Instead of being scared, I probably
scaved everyone else with all the equip-
ment I carried,” said Pelton.

BLAMES PRESS: Robert Pel-
fon feels i's relatively safe

&

@mwmo

He reckons that crime against South
African citizens is higher than crime
against tourists.

He blames the foreign press for
focusing only on the doom and gloom
in South Africa.

«When I go back to the States 1 will
do my best to reassure people about
your country and insist it is a relative-
ly safe tourist destination,” he said.

The World’s Most Dan-

gerous Ploces isa must for
adventurers, adrenalin
junkies, thrill seekers, the
curious and easily amused,
and the media. It’s a com-
prehensive guidebook that
aims to provide travellers
¥ with a look at the world’s
2 worst troublespots.
: It is filled with hints on
how to avoid treading on
landsnines; how to survive
minibuses, taxis and other
transport; how to behave; and what to
pack for your journey.

Some of Pelton’s adventures include
breaking American citizens out of a
Colombian jail, setting up the world’s
first video interview with the Taliban
leaders in Afghanistan, numerous
visits to and through war zones, and
thundering down forbidden rivers in

uwm 3 test

dréaded city

leaky canoes. He has had several close
encounters with death and atiributes
his survival to luck.

He offered the Saturday Star several
tips for tourists visiting South Africa:
W Gei a map.

W Read up as much as you can about
the different places you intend to visit,
and domn’t rely solely on tourist bro-
chures. Read local newspapers.

m Don’t be afraid to speak fo local
people and taxi drivers, because most
people are eager to help.

B Always expect there could be dan-

_ger wherever you £0.

W A sensible precaution is to use
fraveller’s cheques instead of cash.
M For peace of mind, ensure that all
your equipment is insured.
B Carry 2 money pouch but don’t put
it around your neck.
| If you fear you will be a victim of
crime in downtown Johannesburg,
ask the police for assistance.
| Always make sure that valuables
are not in your bag and are hidden
elsewhere. ;
B If robbers want your bag, do not
hesitate to give it to them.
W Tnvest in velcro ankle bracelets to
store your money in.

The worst advice Pelton has heard
ig: “Try not to look like a tourist.”

-

/-l\’
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A six-week offensive against
criminals at the Johannesburg
licensing department has
transformed the once-infamous
hothed of corruption and bri-
bery into a virtually crime-free
Zone.

Forensic auditors, police
investigators and National
Crime Prevention Strategy staff
were called on to help bring
about the changes, which might
be used as models for licensing
departments across South
Africa.

The crackdown followed
extensive coverage by The Star
of the shambles at the licensing
office,

Less than two months ago,
thousands of false roadworthy
and registration certificates
were being issued each week,
insurance fraud in the form of
registering “ghost trucks” had
taken root, and packs of blank
registration documents were

. | _4:..""’“ "L;Tf.zi', ;
Ma]or cleanup

being sgno

Officials were also takmg

f 11ce . smggo

T
d ¥

ICG

.touters offeri zatographlc
sex;ylces, reglstratlon docu-

..
s

bribes for a wide variety of ments and fake licences, are

activities and the relationship

between union representatives .
and management had virtually

broken down. .

The Star yesterday arnved

at the Loveday Street depart-
merit for an unannounced visit
and was immediately greeted

The Star's
campalgn .
pays oﬂ’ e

Wy u e ? o
by security personnel control-
ling access ta the building.

- All visitor's are issned with a
shp of paper gmngthemams
1o the: spemﬁc floor that should
be v:szﬁad,No g:ustomer is per-

mifted o “‘wander between
ﬂoors andthepapensneededto
Bain aocessto processing areas.

“rThe processing floors, which
were .once crammed w1th
.1 dt‘ Y Qo \/

: n*" H [

now totally clear. Queneing sys-
tems have heen upgraded,
reducing waiting periods from
more than an hour to 10 minutes,
A single queue, controlled
‘by a departmental official,
means that the public can no
longer gain access to tellers
known to them in order to con-

duct corrupt dealings. Investi- | i .‘

gators are currently building
cases against corrupt cashiers,
who have taken their *work”
outside the building and are
collecting false flocumentation
during their lunch hour: ,

., »The man who tried to break

, the back of the syndicates, act-
i.ng head: of licensing Gerrie
' Gerneke, andhlsteamwill visit
“fhe Durban and Cape Town Ii-
‘censing @8partments next week
‘to see if their crime-busting
_ strategies conld be mouided to | g
" suit the needs of KwaZulu Na--| £
* tal and the WesternCape. 1 E
[ M4 J(a&"vﬁ’rﬁ- I u%ié ,ﬁ-r e 5

Millionaire does the chores af old-age homie

;‘ -'. M’Y

T
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9 d1Sm1ssed
over Jo’burg
li egce scam

ECII.IA llusssu.

ofaff” ‘ g

The Great§ hannesburg
Metro Council has dismissed
nine employees since a joint
anti-corruption operation into
licensing scams in the Johan-
nesburg: licensing department
was launched six weeks ago, -

The council and the Gau-
teng provincial task team-in-
tend to take the lessons learnt
from this cleanup operation to
other hcensmg departmentsin
the province to prevent the
spread of therot. -

- The operation was'the resuit
of the committed’s investigation
into the scams andaseneeof ar- -
ticles written in The Star about .
the crimeridden department, |

The stringent measures in-
stitited, which included on-
going investigations of the SA
Police Service anti-corruption
unit and the establlshment of
an internal anti-corruption
unit, had meant that the situa-
tion in the department had nor-
malised, MEC for Local Gov-
ernment Sicelo Shiceka said.

He said the council Was con- .
s1der1ng laying charges against
some of the dismissed ‘employ-
ees. The pol1oe had - aIso ar-
résted one person in connec-
‘tion with the issuing of fa]se
learners! licenices..

Driver’s licence .exammers
were rotated regularly and the
tests were checked at randomito |
prevent further false learners’
licences from bemg 1ssued
Shlceka said.”

Other steps are planned to .
consohdate the achievements, |
Shiceka said, includingthe em-
ployment of 57 staff members
to fill vacancies. T

The council would be spend
ing R221000 on 26 printers to

-' enable it to:.reconcile, face- |
i value documents in a day and

closed circuit TV will monitor
examination rooms.

G e e e g



PILETr =g

Council to
remove illegal

e

eb

THE Johanneshurg
eastern local council is to
begin removing illegal
road closures and securi-
ty booms that have been
get up by residents to
block access to suburban
public roads in reaction
to an increase in crime in
more affluent areas.

The council’s media
spokesman, Keith Pea-
cock, confirmed last
week that notices had
been sent to residents in-
forming them that un-
less they applied for
council permission for
the closures within 14
days, the structures
would be taken dovm.

He said the eastern
council was one of the
few local authorities that
had a policy of support-
ing communities who
wanted to introduce se-
curity measures, includ-
ing road closures.

In terms of the policy
residents were require(i
to approach the council
for permiesion to erect
barricades and place
community notices call-
ing for objections. The
council would then in-
vestigate any objections
as well as the effect of the
proposed closures on
traffic flows, pedestrian
access, emergency and
related services.

While some residents
had followed the proper
procedure and obtained
the necessary permis-
sion, others had simply
sealed off roads without
consulting the council or
communities affected by
the closure, or had ap-
Elied for permission but

ad then erected the
structures before autho-
risation was granted.

Peacock said that it
was illegal to close off
public ~ thoroughfares,
without government per-
mission, He said a meet-
ing would be held with
residents next week to
discuss the matter,

Steve Margo, the op-
erations director for the
police forum of the Sand-
ton Precinet Communi-
ty, said his organisation
su 1B°rtEd the removal of
allillegal closuree.

The precinct is 3 non-
profit company set up to
provide support for local
Eu].ice stations, and has

een actively involved in
assisting residents to set
up legal road closures in
line with council poh't.g.

He gaid closures had
proven effective and had
cut crirbe by up to 90% in
some neighbourhoods. ¥
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“barricade out of @qocna

Sandton Bureau

he removal by Greater

— Johannesburg’s Eastern

council of barricades in

Gallo Manor and Buccleuch

yesterday would be the first of

many, council spokesperson
Cliffy Kotiah said.

The residents’ associations

responsible for the-illegal bar-

ricades would be billed for their
removal, he said. The cost had
not yet been'calculated but ‘it
would be “a couple R. anmmbn
rands”. . . -

“While we are aware of Em.
crime’ situation and we mmb< :

,,mﬁumgumm with-residents and
in fact support them where we
can, we cannot allow people
simply to erect -barricades

- where théy want. Each applica-

S Rk
Hob has o &m considered on its
merits and;in the:light of ser-

vice- nmbéﬂ% and mEmnmmﬁo%.

service needs,” he said.

. 'The closure in.Gailo Manor
was in fact a closure within a
closure. The E_poum suburb

‘around Honeysuckle. Crescent

has been Eonwmn cm. EE..,

‘ AwaoEm

Wmmamuﬁ.. mwuummmmm mhmmw

“when" nc:bnn mﬁ&. mnooﬂum-

nied by a riot squad van-and
severn uoﬁomamn. went into the
area to rip the R90 000 boom out
of the ground.

Giovannhi Santoriello, oﬁmﬁ.
person of the Honeysuckle Res-
idents’ Association, said he was
outraged.

“We submitted our applica-
tions two years ago and the
papers were lost. I spoke to
council officials in good faith

and they asked us to resubmit
our application.

“This is the last thing wé ex-
pected because we were dealing
on amicable terms. Crime has,
dropped to almost zero since we
closed off this road.

“We don’t want booms
either;, but until police can pro-
vide us with the protection they
should, this is what we have to
do,” he said.




T T by d
Agan ‘ iw
Removal of boom ypsets Sggto fgmtlen%s
Deborah Fine g dised emergency accessrqm.l 3
e oneysuckle Crescent Residents
A GROUP of residents in Gallo Manor Association member Ron Keschner
in ‘Sandton has vowed to take on the warned yesterday of “chacs” and said
Johannesburg eastern local eouncil af- residents would embark on “a range of -
ter municipal workers tore down a prj- activities”, including picketing, as a
vate security boom yesterday erected protestagainst the council’s actions.
y the residents at their own cost ag 5 He said residents spent R90 000 to 1
neighbourheod Security measure, erect the boom, streetlights and g wall_
¢ dismantling of the boom in intheirneighhourhoodinresponseto alli
Honeysuckle Crescent marks the start number of housebreakings and ear s
of the council’s campaign to remgve thefts. Each household paid an addi-u-
Several booms erected throughout  tional R200 per month to hire a geeq- 3
Sandton’s suburbs, without municipal  rity puardto man the boom. Ao
Permission, in response to rising crime, He denied the boom was unautho- bi
., The ' council sail unauthorised rised; saying residents had lodped ani
booms disturbed traffic flows ang Jjeop-  application for Permission mont ago.f
13t
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“Jonny Steinberg’

in the Pretoria metropolitan
“area are black, but Pretoria re-
mains among the safest cities in
QA for all its inhabitants — a
report released last week has
revealed. ‘
The report — published by
the Institute for Democracy in
SA (Idasa) — showed that 57%
of recorded murders and rapes
in Pretoria last year were re-
ported to police stations in the
arens of Soshanguve, Rietgat,

was concentrated in the city’s
black townships.

The report also found that
while ‘violent crime made up
919% of recorded crime in white
_suburbia, half of all erimes corn-
mitted in the townships were
violent. “If there is any policy

anti-violence measures sho
concentrate . resources in the
townships,” ‘said the Tepore’s
author, Antony Altbeker.

The report found that Preto-
ria was one of the least violent

Study revéialé‘tliafvi;qlézriti il
1 crime affectsmostl blacks ..

o o . “Compared toJohannesburg:—r,
MOST victims of violent crime ria-is

| Mamelodi and Atteridgeville —_
"Fa suggestion that violent ‘crime:~

implication hereitis surely that .

metropoliton _areas in

just 60km away —Pretoria is,
relatively free of the, high-:
profile crimes of hijacking and’
bank robberies. Johannesburg
and Soweto Tecorded a com-
bined total of more than 3 700"
car hijackings and nearly 1 350
truck hijackings. last. year.
Pretoria had about 420 Tecord:
ed car hijackings and 100
recorded truck hijackings. St~
ilarly, while 95 bank robberies
occurred in ‘Soweto, only 27
were recorded:in Pretoria.” °,
While violent crime was con-
centrated in: Pretoria’s fown-
ships, the report found that
property crime was concentrat-
ed in white suburbia. Nearly
50% of all vehicle crime was
recorded in Sunnyside, Pretoria
Central and Brooklyn. ... -
However, those property
crimes which ' were reported:in
the townships were much more
likely to be violent than prop-
erty crimes in the suburbs.
Nearly 47% of all violent rob-
beries  were recorded at
Mamelodi, Rietgat, Pretoria

Contrlon ST Ef 149 8
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espite m#mEﬁE 'to ‘reverse the
& urban decay of Johannesburg’s
Owu ‘a number of buildings
- i1 ; Em area- and in-Hillbrow
wmqm“wmcoﬁm wo.mo zones, where even

police and fire mmwmwgmﬂn umumosbmw fear _

to £o.

In Hiltbrow and the CBD thete are more
‘than a dozen. buildings which have
become islahds of anarchy, occupied and
controlled by people — some of ‘them crim-
inals — who mm‘monEmG H.m.dmoﬁ law and
ownmw E\ boﬁ payingfor Services and bar
entry to any public officials. Some of
‘these building are the nerve centres from
which criminal gangs launch their rob-
‘bery; theft and assault sprees. .

L
1

lo-go zones in

?m_,m are some criminal-infested _oc__o__:@m where _oo.__om and :5 o_o_omajma officials are afraid to mﬂms

Superintendent Chris Wilken of ‘the
Johannesburg police said the most dan-
gerous places were in the Hillbrow polic-
ing area. He identified certain buildings

as no-go zones for the police. Worcester
Court in Smit Street, Sunbeam House in"*_
- regulations. “There are buildings in the

...nmEmH. city where our inspéctors have

Soper Road and Vannin Court in Pieter-
sen Street topped the list.

Captain André de Klerk of the Hillbrow
police said they firid it difficult to attend
to complaints in these buildings because
there.is always a possibility-of attacks.

. Normally, at least 10 police officers enter

the buildings — and only by day,

He said these buildings- are housing
illegal oceupants and eriminals whao use
them as havens, De Klerk said thers had
been instances when police were attacked
mum robbed of Emu. mﬁmmﬂum -

-e.a.mn

Dan mﬁwmx mn_uum head. of the fire
safety divisfon in the meiro mEmH.mmun%
management’ ervices, said ‘fire safety
standards Ewadwwoﬁ the inner city had
deteriorated rapidly He said there was a
culture of néncompliance with safety

‘been threatened. with assault if they
. refise to leave,” silid Hurley. -~ =~ -

éuwmb admitted that there were build-

. ingsin Em CED H.sEoE.mm 10 be occupied

by crintinals, but that mpmwm was no proof
at this &tage that B&Eﬁ&m m.mnumﬁ oE%
one-or two gbabumm >

Sibusiso Buthelezi, 4" _mo:bnEoH. in the
Greater Johanneshiitg HsmnwouoEmw

Council, admitted there was a vacuum in  _:
the noEHoH of some GEEEMm mbm E.mmm

4.&#&.1 mwv..aw. war _-

\

‘CBD,

in the city He said the council was work-
ing with the police in enforcement pro-
grammes.

Earlier this year, when Housing MEC

" Dan Mofokeng launched a landlord-

tenant dispute resolution board to curb
rent boycotts, itlegal evictions and vio-
lence, he said the E.oﬁbnsu government
was aware of buildings in the inner city
being run by gangsters,

In the past five years, Johannesburg’s
Inner city has seen an exodus of compa-
nies to office premises in the subwrbs.

There is a general perception among
business people that the inner city is dete-
riorating and that the place is no longer
mEEEm for business purposes.

- Gerald Leissner, managing director of
E.m_o American Property mmﬂﬁnmm the

- %% s
. est owner of commercial buildings in

the inner city, said: “The main cause for
* business flight is poor management of

the city If the city can get proper man-

agement, it can still revive and flourigh.”

This week, Southern Sun announced it
was closing its hotel in the CBD because |
of the high crime level.

The police cite lack of manpower as the
main impediment in their fight against
crime. They maintain, however, that
crime in the CBD has started to level off.

However, optimistic businessman Mi-
chel Rubinek, who opens The Wall restau- |/
rant in Fox Street today; believes there is
still life in the CBD: “If the umoEm run

| away to the suburbs, crime is going to
. follow them — criminals always go where
Em cake is,”
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Installation of anti-crime

cameras in city p

AN 1fio)ag

ut on hold
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Funds desperately needed to proceed with R4,5-million surveillance project

By THEMBA SEFOTOKELE

he much-vaunted plan to

I install 24-hour surveil-

lance cameras in Johan-

neshurg to curb crime has been

put on hold due to lack of
funds.

It is unclear when the R4,5-
million CCTV project will be-
gin after the Ri,5-million do-
nated by Standard Bank to the
Business Against Crime (BAC)
was used for the Integrated
Criminal Justice System (ICJS)
which incorporates the depart-
ments of police services, jus-
tice, welfare and correctional
services in the fight against
crime. Standard Bank had
pledged R2-million.

The ICJS seeks to siream-
line the justice department to
be move effective. The cameras

were scheduled to be installed
between Noord and Jeppe
streets, and Klein and Harrison
streets - Johannesburg's crime
ot spots — by last month.

Initially, Gauteng’s safety

and security department had
pledged R1,5-miltion, with an
additional R120 000 for market-
ing and publicity of the project.

Provincial acting head of
safety and security, Susan Pien-
aar, said her department was
willing to transfer the R1,5-mil-
lion it had pledged until addi-
tional funding was available.

She said the SAPS had
raised R1,5-million, while MEC
Paul Mashatile was pursuing
other funding options.

In a letter from projects
committee chairperson Neil
Fraser to Mark Hill of the Jo-
hannesburg City Watch, an as-

sociation incorporated under
Section 21 responsible for the
project, Fraser said the SAPS
had informed them that no
funds would be forthcoming
from budgets and they had to
apply for RDP funds.

“This is a blow as we were
led to believe that the first
phase of the Johannesburg
CCTV was a priority Until they
make the funding available it is
not pos31ble to unlock the mon-
eys which have been approved
by the provincial government.”

Fraser said the business sec-
tor funding had also became
problematic.

1 was advised by the previ-
ous BAC managing director,
Eric Tochnell, that the R1,5-
million business contributed
would be made available by
BAC from funding specifically

provided by Standard Bank for
the CCTV project.

“This commitmeni Wwas
withdrawn by BAC after
Tochnell left, and they have ba-
sicaily funded the costs of the
consultants’ fees and some
sundry payments of about
R150 000,” Fraser’s letter reads.

BAC national MD Willie
Scholiz said BAC Gauteng was
responsible for the CCTV pro-
ject.

Schoitz said BAC national
gave BAC provincial R146 000
towards the feasibility study of
the project. He said the project
had been handed to BAC Gaut-
eng, while the national body
channelled its energies to the
vehicle crime project, border
control, commercial crime and
to support the office of the na-
tional public prosecutors.




'Re_al power is economic

By Shadrack Mashalaba

B, NCE a thriving park with busi-
h ness “bursting at the seams”,
the Emdeni, Soweto, indus-

- trial park belonging to
Business Partners, formerly the Small
Business Development Corporatmn
Limited, has become a “ghost build-

ing”.

The premises were built in 1982
. and completed about three years later.
It was one of Business Partners’
numerous businesses throughout the
country to enable small entrepreneurs
to enter business.

However, the effects of vandalism,
intimidation and crime, and in some
instances the perception that Soweto
has a high rate of crime have taken
theit“toll on these premises.

In the case of Emdeni, only five
tenants are operating in the now dilap-
idated building which initially housed
21 entrepreneurs.

Business Partners said the Emdeni
business park was one of many of their
premises that had become victims of
arson and vandalism.

The premises, according to general
manager of properties Nazeem Martin,
were twice destroyed by fire — with six
units destroyed in 1989 and other two
in 1996.

None of the eight units were
rebuilt, he said,

"Since its inception, the park was
primarily occupied by tenants who
were invelved in motor vehicle and
other related businesses. Over the
years there have been allegations that
many of the motor vehicle and related
businesses were “chop shops’ dealing
in stolen motor vehicle parts,” Martin
said.

When Business Partners, through
legal and related actions, persuaded all
tenants who were allegedly engaging
in illegal “chop shops™ to vacate their
units, almost half of the units were

" ust"al
state of collapse"

park i in_

FI

Lawrence Tshifura,
a tenant at Emdeni
Industrial Park,
says a lack of
security is
threatening the
existence of their
businesses.
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vacated, he said.

Many of the remaining tenants
were also not operating economically
viable businesses,

“They were also forced to close
their businesses with the result that
there are now only five tenants operat-
ing from the park,” Martin said.

Businesses reluctant

In the case of the vacated units, said
Martin, the result had been constant
vandalism.

Despite “low rentals, seldom cov-
ering operating costs”, businesses
were still reluctant to operate at the
premises.

Some of the reasens for this reluc-
tance, he said, included the perception
that the area had a high crime rate and
that the Emdeni premises are next to
an informal settlement.

“Business Partnérs has therefore
had limited success