p— e oo
..f_lr_u. L L s *a
IR T E O R CE B
RTINS h

-En

!

'

'

= -

o N .

' "‘l,n-. " " - ' ' -

, 3

. . ' '
\ r

r .

o=t _ n ' 1
R LU B
. a4 & ' '

' '
' -

.

o=ty rae
1 a5 L N '
ra L B . - N '

B A r
™ ' -

1
[ 9
] LI |
| .
II
1 Ir '
LS . I_
. .
' |"I n
' ‘| '
" W !
- R
| . Toh R
T
oy rerdmoampe,
A i
R A I Y L
TGE T T
e ':I.:: :';-‘J!-:"_'. -
1] Freire s ——
" .."..._,I“.m..-..
I LT
. I B L -
R ——-
: SR L U
iUy S H
. A A
S g
. P s oo
h L f:-!iuj: AF Ak ——
|:., - 1 .
\ ' N |-II~III1II-I'|-_-I|_
L e
= ! R -
AT " . st e
N R
o il
y v = 1 " '\1":!“'"3'!'|a-_.
-4 - iy 1 L - q.""u -
R - 1- Nk reza
1 _ 1la g 7= M
.o 1 PRI LI
oot L
o Fpew
."'I.‘Jl:l-_h_.;l"t#.l'd_q.




By Mathatha Tsedu

o

w5 African cnmmunal
life style of extended
families has always |
meant that no one cﬂuld
go hungry. ‘
**- In fact, there is an”
African saying that hunger has no
grave, which, as we all knuw now, is
untrue as Somaliacan bear testimony.
As this lifestyle crumbled in urban
townships, leading to many elderly
people turning into vagrants and.
hobos who sleep on park benches, the
. rural areas always stood nut as asav-
mg grace fla 2y w
Even work seekers whn feft the
rural homes Wwould eventually win “E

LIL P

back home if things were not working Director Mirs Mukondelelel Phaswana and Awalanl Mukwevhn a.

out, knowing that no matter how low , seven-month-old boy whose mother died while ghrlng hilth to him and

things have sunk, there would always -
besumenncumtherewlendahelpmg a,;%-
band, | i e gy e, e L
But as the Bcnnnmm sitvation of - | ;
black people,. in particular, .gnes,_,- ;; E
deeper and deeper into depression, |
even the rural areas are losing that. _
quality that made them spemal e
Deep in the rural areas of Venda, .
away from the maddmg, crowd,.chil-
dren are being dumped in huspltals g,
under false names by mothers who ., G5 R
have no intention of ever returning. ,, | i
Child abuse, which was unheard of . b,
in many . rural settlements, has alsu
reared its head. Social workers say, .
this is also due to frustrations caused‘ ,
by unemployment and poverty. -
Moved by this situation, a group uf
men, mainly churchelders, started the
Takalani Children’s Home aISﬂnam
in the Nzhelele district. .+,
Situated in thorn tree busﬁveid,

Sl ety o f

.H-rl.LJ-

Takalani, which litcrally 'means “be “"It Is really tﬁugh tn keep this e
happy”, provides a home for children ' Place open,” Mr Paul Tehindane

l'ih_

who would nthemnseberbanung the *33}‘5 L L AR y 1
streets or wandering around inhospi- " - | T
tal wards without any hﬁll'ﬂ of ever. and ﬂecondmy Ie:vel 'I'hecnﬂl of car-
becoming anything in life. | g for these children i3 borne by the

Openedin 1988 with fuurchﬂdren centre. This includes clothes, food
including a three-month-old orphan_ ahd transport for those who need it.
whose mother had died after giving -
birth, the centre servesasareferral for -
the nearby Siloam Hospital' and
Tshilidzini and anald Fraser hﬂspi-

lals e, -
" Thecentreconsistsof sixrondavels
and akitchem. It 1srunbyaslaffuf 10, “which saw the mass depﬂrture of
which includes two night watchmen,  Dutch doctors, has seen acut in aid to.
the director Mrs Mukondelelei the centre,” board secretary Mr Paul
Phaswana (32) and her assistants. - Tshindane said. " ~ -

“Soetal workers who fitd cases of -~ But the needs: of the centre are*
extreme need alsorefer themtouns and
this, with our present register of 35  have had to rely on local fund ralsmg
children, isway above nurcapaclly of to keep the place going. |
only 20 toddlers. : “In 1992 the centre ran an overdraft

“The overstrained casH situation of R20 000 which wearestilltryingto
means the spectre of retrenchment deal with,” Tshindane said.
hangs over staff members in this area " . For this yearthe centre’s budget for
where unempio}'ment 15 higher than running costs alene amounts to
50 percent,” Phaswanasaid.- .~ R325 000.Of thatamount, R125 000

Today its reglstermcludcs ch:ldren still has to be raised. .
who are attending school at primary _“Ontop of that the centre needs an

N P L :"rl

the: Takalani home fires burning since
its inception.’But the rising cost of
living, the change in the mood inter- -
“'nationally asreform goes aheadin this

whose fathar is tuo old to look aftar hlr_n. i

,country, and a dispute in the area " have the means will not save it.

‘increasing by the day and directors- ™’

“CChild abuse,
- whichwasun-".
e r heard of in rural

+i4u T o

e Setl:lements has
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- additional R300 000 for expansion to
- handle the present enrolment as well as
~ the many others’ who have had to be
" turned away because of nvercrowd

mg,“Tshmdane said. T Gy

The chlldren themselves . lookK a

‘ happy lot, Ieanung house chores in a

non-sexist E:nvunnment where allshare

inall duties. @ = .3, 05

The cenire can never réplace” ‘the
parents who either dumped them or

, " liave died, but for many of the children
“Dutch ‘church donors have ke,pt i

it is a home from no home that cannot
‘be matched by anything else. "%

. It would be a pity if this institution,
Ihe only one of its kind in the region,
was to close down because those who

L

" Hs closure Wln mean closing the

_book on the fi uture of these chlldren for
* whom Takalani not only means joy, but
‘is theunly hﬂme they can c.allthe:mwn

-"'I ' T ; ¥ Rl E‘n -

.J'"J 1 ‘.I

Thuse wmhmgtn alsmst' can

contact Mrs Phaswana at .,
telephone (01595) 30273 ﬂr -
Takatlani Children’s Home, PO
Box 226, Nzhelele, Venda.
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By MOSES MAMAILA

PROPELLED by the de-
sire to be a well educated
lawyer, an ambitious taxi-
driver resorted to bccom—
ing a “legal practitioner”
even though he did not
have a scrap of tertiary
education.

The man, in his twen-
ties, comes from a remote
village outside Sibasa and
has been claiming to be
doctor of law, with an
LLD degree. |

But recently his Tuck
ran out when the Venda

cops tracked him down

E “HE’I,

R e, itk v
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Ilisy lawy
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after his scam was ex-
posed. .

According to a social
worker based at Tshilid-
zini Hospital, the man
came to the hospital and
offered legal assistance to
workers who sought help
through the social work
division.

“He showed us his
business card and it stat-
ed that he holds an LLD
degree.

“But we were suspl-
cious because he had dif-
ficulty talking in Eng-
lish,” said the social work-
er.

ver’ under

U2
“We actially referred
g case to him as he said he

was attached to the state
office,” she added.

- The social worker said
‘it was discovered that the
man was not a qualifted
lawyer after she called
the state attorney’s office,
and was told there was no
such man in the office
and no black lawyer in

Transvaal who held an
LLD.

The man is believed to
have defrauded a number
of people.

But the man, who
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claimed that he had just

bought a new Merc which |

had a carphone, was just
an ordinary man who
used to drive taxis, it was |
established.

Sources who know the |
man said he was ambi-
tious and would do any-
thing to be seen to be
sophisticated.

Venda police spokes-
man Lt Benno de Klerk
confirmed that the man
had been arrested. He
called on people with
complaints about the man
to come forward. |
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Venda: gnarantees/sureties by State (3) whether foreign currencies are involved INTERPELLATIONS UNDER NAME OF MEMBER
. in any of these guarantees or sureties; if .
197. Mr K M ANDREW asked the Ministe so, (a) what curreucies, (b) how much is
Foreign Affairs: ,g involved and (c) who is responsible for
(1) Whether any guarantees or sureties were bearing the potential cost of exchange Abrahams, Mr T Isaacs, Mr N M—
given directly 05 indirectly by the Gﬂv} rate fluctuations? B44SE} ouwn Affairs: General Affairs:
ernment or any Lepartment or agency 0 . )
the Government to any person or orga- _ Education and Culture, 629 Public Works, 619
nization for (a) loans granted, (b) lines The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Beyers, Mr J M— Own Affairs:
of credit granted and (c) other specified (1) (a) No. General Affairs: Local G Hous: 4 Aor
financial services rendered to (i) the ) Y arantee in respect of over : Izsﬂ?ﬂmﬂlﬂﬂt: ousing and Agriculture,
Government of, (ii) any Government €S, a4 gudi Constitutional Development, 573
DEPH.ITIHE:IH ﬂf’ (i'ii) a develnpmﬂnt -cﬂr. draft facilities to the Government o B Me A A B P Llangley’ Adv T
poration in and (iv) any other specified Venda. ruwer, — _
person or organization in Venda in the (c) No. Own Affairs: General Affairs:
1991-92 financial year; if so, _ :
’ : . (2) (a) R326 500 000 Agricultural Development, 783 Justice, 413
(2) (a) what amounts were involved in each Leon, Mr A J—
case and (b} what was the total amount (b) R225 860 000 Burrows, Mr R M— ’
outstanding in terms of such guarantees (3) No. Own Affairs: General Affairs:
or sureties as at tl:}ﬂ l:’:ttest s_,pemﬁ-ed date b) and (c) fall awa Education and Culture. 9 Justice, 56
for which information is available; (2), (b)an Y- e,
Carlisle, Mr R V— Moorcroft, Mr E K~
Own Affairs: General Affairs:
Housing and Works, 605 Agriculture, 734
Chiolé, Mr J— Naidoo, Mr P—
General Affairs: Own Affairs:
Transport, 49 Education and Culture, 855
Gerber, Mr A— Nasson, Mr C I—
Own Affairs: General Affairs:
Education and Culture, 19 Administration and Tourism, §23
Gibson, Mr D H M— National Health, 351
General Affairs: Own Affairs:
Trade and Industry, 309 Education and Culture, 359
Goodall, Mr B B— Nel, Mr W U—
i General Affairs: General Affairs:
Finance, 580 Justice, 7
Gounden, Mr T L— Pauvw, Dr F H—
Own Affairs: Own Affairs:
Education and Culture, 648 Education and Culture, 459
Haswell, Mr R F— Pienaar, Mr D S—
7 " General Affairs: General Affairs:
Law and Order, 420 Law and Order, 1, 727
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY "
IS "KF - ~ :




-Egg broken on:
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education ‘b
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protest. yesterday by
2 000: QwaQwa teachérs
_.andad violently w:-,th the
public-humiliation.of an
eduaatlan official.
“The teachers alleging»
harassment by inspee-
-tors, stormed: the circuit
offices near here,. smash-
ing:chairs, ‘emptying
.desk drawars and; daa—
traymg dacumants. i

Cireuit’. secretary" Mr’

TR Lebalo ‘was ‘stoned,
an-egg was brakan on’
him and he was forced to

apalagma for: allaged ha— .

~rasamant af teachérs
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reached between the Jo-
hannesburgCityCuuncil
and  residents of
Ennerdale, south of Jo-
hannesburg, about gut-
Standing payments for al-
legedly defective hoy Ses
built and sold-to the resi-
dents by the councit.
_Johannesburg coun-
cillor Ms Marietta Marx,
chairman of the Health,
Housing and Urbanisa-
tion Committee, sajd
misunderstapdings
about ga moratorium
placed on payment ar-

éﬂél‘swléﬂﬂ been r%sg ve?i. -

tay-away -

THE boycott of ¢lass sat
the University of Venda
continued yesterday, °

Students. pressed de-
ands that include the
disbanding of the institu-
tion’s council,

A meeting held at the
weekend at the unjver-
sity failed to live up to
€Xpectations as several
invited Organisationg
WCIC unable to attend.
Students began boy-

cotting¢classes ] ues-
W32

Theywere deman ng
the return of suspended
staffers, including Mr
RN Kharidza, former dj.
Tector of public relation,
and former registrar My
JN Nndwambe, -
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. A EEOYCO‘I'I' of telemsmn and radm
- licences, spearheaded by organised la-
bour eeuld follow if the Government
does not move fast to democratise the
SABCandremuveﬁﬁ'empaIty politi-
cal control. - -~
This emerged from the Congress of
South African Trade Unions conference
. satthgweekendmchhﬂwasmsulved
1to put pressure on advertisers to with-
- adverusmg if the SABC restraoc-
mungdeedlockwasnutbmken SOON.
said it was committed to a
total ;boycott of SABC licences if no
other solution was found.

o ale slngers frorm the Sophlatown era showed they still had the spark (and some lovely legs) when
they thrifled a capacity crowd at the Dorkay House Charity Concert at the New Civic Theatre on Sunday.
Shaking it up In a group swing are Stella Star (centre), Lorraine Staple (Ieft), Thandla Klaasen (3rd frurn |

- Cosam’s three-day campaign confer-
ence was attended by over 300 senior

- worker leaders and a decision was also
taken to throw the union federation’s.

full weight behind the Afncan Natmnal
Congress. -
.The conference enndemned a]leged

attacks on central bargaining by Gov-

ernment and employers, saying it would
fight fiercely todefend and advance this

-pegotiations strategy.

It said centralised bargaining was a

critical element for success inTestuct-1
- to persuade the authorities to repair the -

ing a growth path for the economy. -
“We are not prepared to have pre-

scribed to us a type of economic growth |,

which continues to pay starvation wagﬂs

- and undermines lahnur standards g

ﬂesatlmaa;d, STk

- Government and empluyers weu]d be
targeted foraspecific action programme
if economic restructuring was not nego-
tiated with the trade union movement,
the conference resolved.

LS

in danger

“‘Hm{nw ’-:ﬁlu- -m.——u.u:

Pe

20|3[4% -
Sewerage pipes not

—qull-—

repan*ed since they bi:lrst early this month:

-
-

By Russel Molefe

_rmmmnfahout 1 Zﬂﬂpu-
pils at Muonzhedzi Primary
School in Vleifontein, near

-since sewerage plpes hurst
Bﬂﬂ}' this month, *

- Human exerementhas splﬂedmte the

scheel yard and teachers and pupils

work under conditions described as “in- -

human and’ totally unaeceptable .
-~ Sowetan
this week_ They were gteeted by aterri-
ble smeB. -~ . ;1%
_ Teachers claimed I:hat Venda‘s min<
1slry of pubhc works was not interested
in repamng the pipes. .-
._“Efforts during the past four weeks

plpes have been friitless,” they said.

visited the school

.?-.--

== a_.l_l_“l [

‘Louis Trichardt, is in danger -

-

CTI‘IIS place is a health
_hazard. Teachers and
- pupils are under tre-
“mendous strain. We
“can't teach under such
. conditions. %)

_ geived treatment after complaining

.- about stomach pains. They expressed

fears that there conld be an outbreak of

' cholera.

. *This place is ahealthhazard. Teach-
ers and pupils are under tremendous

- strain. We can’t teach under such condi-

- The toilets were:in such a condition

_that teachers and pIIJ]lS Were unable to_
use them.. "

u'-'-:;._

. Inabid to dmvvaﬂenhnn to !he sﬂ:u-
ation teachers occupied the localadmin-
istration offices. They were promised
that the sewerage system would be re-

paired soon but this has not been done.

Teachers said several pupils had re-

tions. And the kids can’t learn either,” a

. teacher said.

Venda’s director-general | fur public

"wurks and his assistant were not avail-

able for comment yesterday.

Venda’s education director-general,
Mr Khwara Madzaga, said:

“There is no comiment. We know

“what to do when we are in this situation.

There are channels that have to be fol-
lowed.”
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By MOSES MAMAILA
A‘ﬁORROR race war has broken
out in Venda where Indians are

being hounded out of their homes
and businesses by irate locals.

‘This week more than 50 busin-
esses were attacked by looters,
leading to 30 arrests.

However, the Indian community
in the homeland has vowed to stay
despite a mounting mass campaign
geared at forcing them out.

The Uganda-type campaign
started on Wednesday this week
when thousands of people protest-
ing~against ritual killings looted
almost all Indian-owned businesses
in Thohoyandou and Sibasa. More
thdn 50 shops were damaged.

But despite reports that the pro-
testers are preparing themselves
for another bout of “mass action”,
the Indians — most of whom lost
goods worth hundreds of thousands
of rands — maintain they won’t
jeave as they are innocent.

The violence, in which a number

S

. il L

of Indian businessmen were as-
saulted, erupted following rumours
that an alleged freelance ritual kiil-
er linked to the deaths of four
teenagers in recent weeks said he
was “hired by Indians to kill for
muti”.

Venda police spokesman Capt
Benno de Klerk confirmed that a
50-year-old man had been arrested
in connection with the murder of
Patrick Mudau, 13, Talakani
Tshikhudo, 14, Khaukanani Tshisi-
koli, 14, and Tshililo Netsh-
tongwe, 14.

Indian businessman in the area
have denied that they kill children
for muti, saying that was against
their religion. “The whole thing is
part of a conspiracy by some busi-
ness people who are complaining
that we sell our goods very cheaply
and they can’t make a profit,” said
Abdullah Patel, who lost more than
R120 000 when his two shops were
looted.

“Muti killings have been com-
mitted in Venda long before Indi-

ans arrived. All those blacks con-
victed of these crimes did not re-
ceive the same treatment as us,’
Patel said.

“] am a South African. If I ]

leave, where do I go?” asked Mu-
hammed Akroo, who lost tens of
thousands of rands when his shop
was looted. He said although Indi-
ans were a minority, they would not
allow jealous people to exploit
them.

Many Indians lost valuable pro-
perty, but said they did not hold a
grudge as many people in Venda
still supported them.

When City Press visited the area
yesterday several shops were still
empty or closed.

There were rumours that the
“mass campaign” would be intensi-
fied. |

Military supremo Brig Gabriel
Ramushwana has lashed out

against the “campaign”, saying as

the people were advancing to a
nonracial SA ethnic violence could
not be allowed.
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By Dirk Nel
Northern Transvaal
Bureau |

mittee (NPC) has been
asked to help resolve con-
flict in Venda, even though
the territory’s military

signed the National Peace
Accord.

During a meeting with na-
tional and regional peace
committee officials, Indian
' traders on Tuesday described
. their shock last week when
mobs attacked and looted In-
dian-owned shops in Tho-
hoyandou and Shayandima.
The damage was estimated
at R500 000. |

The traders claimed the
raid was carefully planned in
response to unfounded ru-
mours that members of the

Seeking p

The National Peace Com-

government has not°

Star

\

Indian community were
guilty of ritual child murders.

A spokesman for the trad-
ers told NPC member Dr
Johan Steenkamp and region-
al peace committee chairman
Dr Koos van den Heever: “We
were forced to vacate our
shops and flee.

“We also feared for the'

lives of our families when

there were threats of attacks.

on our homes.”

The spokesman claimed
police looked on while the
looting was in progress.

After the meeting, Steeh-
kamp said urgent steps would
have to be taken to prevent
an escalation of such ill-con-
ceived violence.

(1

the possible establishment of
a Venda peace committee, in
consultation with the military
government.

He said he would also con-
sider asking the Goldstone
Commission to investigate
the allegations made against
the Indian community.

The peace officials later

travelled to a rural venue to
meet several Venda chiefs,
including acting paramount
chieftain Sofia Mphephu.
" The chiefs told the peace
officials that, since military
leader Gabriel Ramushwana
scrapped the Venda Council
of Chiefs, there had been no
direct communication be-
tween the government and
the Venda people. -

The chiefs claimed they
were being prevented from
exercising their traditional
authority, and they claimed
that the people at grassroots
level were uninformed on

o9 l.@% - -

eace ﬁéDVen

gectors in Venda would be

_.the Department of Education

constitutional developments.

The situation constituted a ' |

threat to peace in Venda,
they said.
Consultations with other

held in future to promote
peace, Steenkamp said. _*
® Clyde Jolinson of the Low-
veld Bureau reports that a
group of about 2080 march-
ing youths yesterday stoned
and set vehicles alight, da-
maged property and looted
shops in an Indian township

pear Witbank.

" The extent of the damage

is not yet known but it could

run into millions of rands.
Police said the group
marched from KwaGuqa to

1

and Training office in Wit-
bank to hand over 2 petition. -
On the way back, a vehicle
belonging o Trador, a whole-
sale company, was set alight. ,
Teargas was used to disperse
the unruly crowd. ~ -~ o
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AWYERS for Human Rights is areputable
grouping that has fbught many hattles
on behalf of the country’s underdogs.
,. . Tomind comes their intervention in
(Aiwaied the Nofomela case that led to the uncov.-

; 2 ng the role police played in the murders of
| . political activists.

Last night they were involved in an urgent

> interdict against Venda's military ruler, Briga-
1< - dier Gabriel Ramushwana, urging him to stop

the execution of two ritval murderers serienced
to death in June 1990,

The case, in which an 18-month-old boy was
murdered and dismembered by Frans Tshirengo
Netshirombeni, had appalied humanity.
= The Yenda Supreme Court had been filled to

"capacity each day of the sitting. Tears had

tlowed on many cheeks as witnesses testified
about the killing.

‘But that was almost three years ago and
people seem (o have forgotten who
Netshirombeni is and what he did. And time, the
healer of all wounds, has now shifted justice
seemingly on to the side of Netshirombeni and
chief plotter Wilson Thidzhielwi Nelukalo.

But 1s it fair? What had they actuaily done?
»~Gundo Nemakhavhani, the only son of Miss
Tshinakaho Lesiba, had been taken from the
care of his minder by Tshinakaho Netshifhefhe
(45), a concubine of Gundo’s grandfather, Mr
Nelson Nekhavhani, '
 Gundo, who slept on the back of
Netshifhefhe, was taken up the Tshaulu moun-
tain, where seven other people waited in a
macabre setting that resembled the Tarzan of the

movies, @

Goat-slaughterer

Netshirombeni, who was Tshaulu’s expert goat-
slaughterer, was also there, to do what he does
best. Soon after the arrival of Gundo, and foi-
lowing some formalities, Netshirombeni
grabbed the still asleep Gundo by the hips,
swung him in the air and smashed his tiny head
against a rock, shattering the skull.

Netshirombeni then started cutting off parts
of the body — the tongue, genitals, lungs,
heart,liver and fats in the intestines. The head
was severed with an axe.

The severed parts were laid out on a rock
before they were covered in a shawl which was
put in a mealiemeal bag as the group trouped
dewn with its gory loot.

One of the men in the group took a left hand
for bimself,

Further evidence was that the parls were
given to Nelukalo, who used them as mut; that
was buried at the entrance of a motel he owned
jointly with the then Director-General of Venda
Intelligence, Mr Theophillus Muishaeni.

It was a ghastly deed that outraged everyone, -

especially Gundo’s mother Tshinakaho.

E
i
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‘Three years ago the Venda Supreme
Court heard revolting details of how an
infant was killed and sliced to pleces in a
macabre ritual. Investigations Editor

Mathatha Tsedu argucs that the
perpetrators should not be condoned:

INNOCENT ... The child who was brutally
murdered, Gundo Nemakhavhani, and his
mother, Miss Tshinakaho Lesiba.

Speaking after sentence was passed, she said
she was happy that those who carried out suck a
cruel deed would themselves be hanged to save
other people from their kind.

Must Ramushwana pardon Netshirombeni
and Nelukalo, as the LHR is now arguing?

I do not think so.

There may well exist cases where ] would say
do not hang killers, such as the Messina trialists,
Mthetheleli Mncube and Mzondeletj Nondula,
who had planted landmines that killed farmers in
the Northern Transvaal.

But I cannot find it within me, having sat
through that trial and heard the chilling details,
to say Netshirombeni and Nelukalo deserve Jess
than an immediate meeting with their Maker.

Ramushwana too is caught on the horns of a
dilemma. He came to power as aresult of a coup
that was precipitated by an unprecedented cam-
paign against ritual killings.
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c While people understand
that political activists can bhe
released or pardoned, once

we start releasing ritual

- killers we will be opening

ourselves for accusations
that faced the other
government. i do rnot think
that ritual killers should be
pardoned 3

The regime he overthrew was seen as soft on
ritual killers. In an interview rarkin goncyearin
office, Ramushwana fingered the release of ritual
killers and the suspension of death sentences lor
this group of prisoners asa major challenge to his
Iile.

“While people understand that political activ-
1515 can be released or pardoned, once we start
releasing ritual killers we will be opening our-
selves to accusations that faced the other govern-
ment. I do not think that ritual killers should be
pardoned,” he declared.

It 1s a decision that would sure] y carry the day
in Venda.

Which leads to another question: How just
would the decision be to pardon Neshirombeni
and Nelukalo? If the people in Venda, who are
affected by such a decision, view such a pardon
as an aberration of justice, should it still be
undertaken regardless?

I think that justice must not only be done, but
shoulid be seen to be just.

Opinions of people in (hat area should be
tested before putting pressure on Ramushwang
to release the likes of Netshirombeni.
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SOWETAN Monday May 24 1993

odge urgent court application @ PAC leader lauds Apla operations

1 AWYERS for Human nghls were

last night scheduled to bring an ur-
pent application to prevent the
planned executions today of two
prisoners in Venda, LHR spokes-
man Mr Andncq Nel said &t the weekend.

Appeals to Venda

African National Congress president M Nel-
son Mandcla had issued appeals o Venda
Military Councii chairman Brigadier Gabricl
Ramushwana to halt the executions of Mr
Frans Neishirombeni and Mr Wilson
Nelukalo today.

The two prisoners were convicled and sen-

I FRANTIC PIEA Mandela and P]k

" ask Ramushwana to stop hangmgs

lenced 1o death l‘nr nal ypurder in
' June 1990. § \iS‘j .
- Inastatement it Pretoria, Nel annoj nccdlhali |
Foreign Alfairs Minister Mr Pik Hotha and -

-He (urther sat e LHR found

Ramushwana's decision “completely

unacceptable” in the light of the fact
that his govemnment was party Lo a
ncar-unanimous decision taken at
Codesa in April 1992 to suspend ex-
ecutions, pending the negotiations of
a new constilution.

“If it weren’t for Brigadier

- ——

' Ramushwana’s history of breaking
promises regarding the death penalty,

‘we would have found this sudden

about-tum nullandlshly incredible.” |

. Last minute appeal

Nel said that in Febmary 1991, two
prisoners were execuled less than a
weck after four death row prisoners
had been reprieved following an ur-
gent applicalion brovght by the LHR

- anda lastminute appeal by Mr Mandela.

The exccutions came days after
" Brigadier Ramushwana gave an under-
taking that Venda's death penally laws
would be reviewed, Nel said.

He said it should be clear to
Ramushwana that the future of Venda
~was “inextricably linked” to that of
ﬁuuth Aftrica.

“We find it unacceptable that he
chooses toact unilaterally on asensitive
and emotional issue as the death penalty
when executions have been suspended
in South Africa, Bophuthatswana and
Transkei, and abolished altogether in
Ciskei.” — Sapa.

See page 8
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Farmers ‘are
legitimate
targets’

Crime Reporter @ j

A senior PAC official said in
Venda on Saturday that farmers

were legitimate targets for the }

organisation’s military wing,
prompting angry responses
from Transvaal garmers and
the Government. -
According to Sapa, PAC na-
tional organiser Maxwell Ne-
madzivhanani made the state-
ment during an address to.
mourners in Vuwani at the fu-
neral for slain Azanian People’s:
Liberation Army member
Mbengeni Fanual Mudau. . -
Mudau was shot dead by se- |
curity forces near Tzaneen on
April 28, after allegations that
an Apla unit was linked to the
recent death of a farmer’'s wife.
“We will always be affer the
farmers who have so illegally
occupied our land and it will
serve them right until they
pressurise De Klerk for the

total liberation of ia,” Ne-
madzivhanani saj
Law and Ord stry

spokesman Captain Craig Kotze
yesterday denounced the state-
ments as “utterly provocative”, -
“1t is comments like these
which emphasise the findings of |
the Goldstone Commission on j
Apla activities and justify steps |
the Government has taken
against terrorism such as that
emanating from Apla elements
based in Transkei,” said Kotze.
Such statements also justified
the security forces taking the
“strictest possible steps against
organisations like Apla”.  *.
Transvaal Agricultural Union
deputy manager Jan Human
said farmers did not want to
take the law into their own
hands but would have no choice
if the Government did not pro-
tect farmers. o !
Farmers had not taken any-
one’s land. “We bought it and
there is no question of us taking
it from anyone,” he said.
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- execu ;lons

yers YorHemat
| (LHR); wee expeeted Iest mght

to brmg an. urgent application’
to ste the execution of twe
prlstmers in-Vendatoday. <" -

LHR's el{esmen Andrles Nel.

| tions:.,. 7 G

said: yeeterda that’ Ferelgn Af--
fairs- Mlmster Pik -Botha @nd
ANC:présidént Nelson Mende,la
hadﬂurged Vencle Military, Coun-.
cil chairman Brigadier ‘Gabriel'
Ramushwana te step the exeeu—
- Fra"fie Netehlremhenr and
Wilson N elukele Were due to be-
executed -today..for .a.ritual
murder eemmltted in June
1990._”.“*,” o,

Nel said’ thet Venda 'gevern-

uuuuu

ment had’indicated:it would’
gremt a: etay of - exeeutlen But

1**.

one:of Ramushwana g pereenel

assistants:told- hun yesterday

{ the exeeutlene welﬂd g0 ahead.
In A etetement earlier, Nel

said :LHR found Ramuehwana 5.

deemlqn “eempletely unaceept-
able” since his;government was-
| party to a: decision taken at Co--
desa. to suspend executions
pendmg the negenatlen ef a
new eenstltutmn S
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*'Venda govt stays hangmg

s 2 - = .F'j.]-

" THE Vends" Siipreine Couit ju:slerday tieard. evi-
| dencein the application for the ; stay of execution of
IWO ritual klﬂﬂll?s > A 9—8‘5[5[!5
< Counsel for the appl:cants Mr MH de Villiers,
argued that Vendahad been parly lo an agreemeriton
a moratorinm on h&ng:ngs at Codesa last year..
| Consequently it wag unlawful for the military
24 junta to carry oul the hangmg of Frans
Netshirombeni and Wilson Nelukalo, - |
. Later De Villiers asked the court m stop the
;v hearmg as he said he had beep informed by the
commissioner of the Venda pulice that {he stay of
execution had been granted. '

ChiefJustice J van der Walt huweve hedlh‘e
requf.,st ‘ . o
*-The hearing continues Ioday — f

® See page 13 e
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Venda pu

boycott classes
THOHOYANDOU,
Venda. — The education
erisis in  Venda
deepened this week'with
90% of all pupils boycott-
ing classes, charging
that teachers only sus-
pended their stayaway
last Tuesday because
the homeland’s ruler,
Brigadier Gabriel Ra-
mushwana, said their
May salarles wiuli: be

*withheld.
The pu%?s‘:’ 'u é’ 13

a
tions yesterday slammed

pils |

- the South African Demo-
cratic Teachers’ Union.
‘The Venda Education
Department said it could
not comment. — Sapa
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Taxi operators fear attacks

TAXI operators in Venda's Dzanani district have

been living in fear of revenge attacks since the fatal

shooting of a rival taxi boss early in May.éOOJ AT
Their reluctance to take to the road, particularly

after dark, has seriously a local tran erv-
ices. ﬁ) %r i

The silbation has pre d members of the
Dzanani Taxi Association — an affiliate of the Na-
tional Federated Transport Organisation —torequest
Venda Police to apprehend the gunmen who shot and
killed Mr Cedric Dongola “to secure the lives of

innocent gennle who may be cau ght in the crossire:”,
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By Mathatha Tsedu
Investigations Editor

A CIVIC centre with a library, 1€-
source centre, a community hall, a
community garden, accommodation,
a ‘'small industries complex, SpOris
ground and a market.

Pretty ambitious by any standards
you might say. But many would agree
that these are facilities needed in any
urban area where there is acongestion
of people.

But even then, many would say a
township that hopes to raise the funds
needed to put such acomplex together
was out of its mind.

If you also felt that way, consider
that this is what a rural-based civic
organisation, the Nzhelele Zone of
the South African National Civic Or-
ganisation, aims-o do.

.. Nzhelele is a rural area in Venda,
- about 40km west of Thohoyandou.
The zone caters ‘or 70-odd villages
with+a population of over 120 000.

. The men and women who run the
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shape in the Venda bushland:

zone aim toraise at least R2 million o
construct the centre, which will also
have a recreation centre, siX class-
rooms, brick making project and a
tennis court. .

The project wiil be built in phases
and the smail business complex which
will be rented out to entrepreneurs 18
aiready off the ground.

Funded to the tune of R132 000 by
the Independent Development Trust,
the complex will also serve as offices
for the zone. It consists of eight cubi-
cles. '

The project has its own manage-
ment, with chairman MrFrank Tereka
Lalumbe. A retired school principal.
Lalumbe said his nine man commitiee
that heads the Nzhelele Development

Project was canvassing for funds from -
well-wishers to help with building the -

CE:I]tI'e. . :..1*

Committee member and secretary-
general of the zone, Mr Eddy Maiune,
said the facilities were badly needed
by the community. -

“We are faced here with a situation
where children have absolutely norec-
reation facilities. As a result, abuse of
liquor at a very early slage is growing
alarmingly as almost every restaurant
now has a liquor licence as well.

“We see this development as a
trend-setter for other rural areas that
have been neglected by the state and
private sectorin the provision of facili-
ties. :

“We reject the notion that because
people are in a rural area they are less
desirous of facilities. We are looking

at the centre as a hive of activity that |

encouragebusiness,” Mafune said. I\

will be available for all our;people to
develop their talen(s and also
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8 ATHATHA TSEDU ARGUED that Frans
Netshirombeni and Wilson
Nelukalo should not be pardoned
or released.

& ¥ 2«  He has no need to persuade us
of this fact — we have never argued for their
pardon or release and have no intention of doing
so in the future. He asks the question: “Must
Ramushwana pardon Netshirombeni and
Nelukalo, as the LHR is now arguing?” and we
can only hope that he asks this in ignorance
rather than with mischievous intent. He does
however f{all into the very common trap of
believing that those who oppose the death pen-
alty are “soft on crime” and seek the release of
violent criminals. As an Investigation Editor,
Mr Tsedu should know better.

LHR has in fact spearheaded many of the
public outcries against the releases of criminals
such as Jack le Grange, Robert van der Merwe,
Kethani Shange and Samuel Jamile.

What we are calling for is for Netshirombent
and Nelukalo to be given (and to serve) lengthy
terms of imprisonment 1n place of the death
penalty. It is unfortunate that public confidence
in the “staying power” of criminals has taken
somewhat of a bashing recently because of
government ineptitude and opportunism. Nev-

ertheless, we do not believe that one of our
follies should lead us on to even greater ones,

The crime committed by Netshirombeni and
Nelukalo was horrific and macabre (as Tsedu
correctly points out) and we believe that such
crimes must be dealt with severely. The perpe-
trators of such horrendous crimes must be re-
moved from society to protect the innocent lives
of chiidren like Gundo. We believe that they
must also be given the opportunity to become
rehabilitated and to repay their hormible debl to
society. Once dead they cannot do this.

The history of ritual murders in Venda is well
documented and this issue has become one
through which political power has been won and
lost. A number of ritual murderers have been
hanged in the past, both at Pretoria Maximum
and in Thohoyandou yet these hangings have
done nothing to deter those whose belief in the
efficacy of such muti is strong. The rtual mur-
ders continue to this day and will continue well
into the future until such time as reason replaces
superstition. This will not be achieved through
hanging.

The death penalty is a penological dinosaur
' whichbelongs on the scrap heap of history along
with the archaic forms of punishment which
enjoyed their heyday during the Middle Ages.

Revenge is the only cogent “argument” in
favour of the death penalty and we think that
South Africa has had enough revenge to last it
for generations to come. A sociely which 1s
trying desperately to free itself from its bloody,
violent and reactionary past can surely do with-
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Andries Nel and Paula McBride of the Lawyers for

Human Rights’ Penal Reform Project respond to an article
by Sowetan Investigations Editor Mathatha T'sedu about
an interdict to stop the execution of two men sentenced to

death in Venda: -
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Gundo Nemalchavhani ... killed by ritual
murderers

out the sentiments to which Mr Tsedu is pandex-
ing.

The fact is no one has ever proved capital
punishment to be adeterrent. Itis therefore short
sighted and dangerous to rely on the death
penally as a solution to the serious ritual murder

crsis which Venda forces.

The danger behind using the death penalty 1s
that it obscures the real complexities of the many
social problems for which it is hailed as a
panacea. To place Netshirombeniand Nelukalo
on the gallows as sacrificial animals, on the
pretence that this will somehow prevent further
ritual murders, is both dishonest and misleading.
However, this doesn’t seem 10 bother Mr Tsedu
as long as people had (heir appetite for revenge
whetted.

In addition to the principled argument against
the use of the death penalty, there is a very
specific (and political) argument against its use
in South Africa at this stage of our history. We
hope that within a few months we will have an
interim government in place, and it is our belief
that this government may well abolish the use of
the death penalty. To execute persons at this
stage is therefore entirely unacceptable, and this
applies as strongly to the illegitimate homeland
structures as well as it does to the illegitimate
South African Government.

- 1 [ L} wh - 4 - ™

ends his article by outlining the
“dilemma” facing Brigadier Ramushwana — a
political dilemma. He implics that we should not
interfere in Brigadier Ramushwana’s bidtocling
onto political power by tampering with his politi-
cal popularity — whose popularity will be rein-
forced through the execution of Netshirombeni
and Nelukalo.

A classic “ends justify the means™ argument -
which we find deeply disturbing. If the question
of the death penalty can be used as an acceptable
vole getter, then what else falls into this cat-
egory?

At the end of the day we see very litle
difference between a military diclator who be-
lieves that he will stay in power by killing
prisoners and a businessman who believes that
he will prosper by killing children.

Mathatha Tsedu comments:

The article referred 1o was an opinion piece
in which I argued that the two men sen-
tenced to death did not deserve any mescy,
considering the gruesome killing of Gundo
Nemakhavhani.

Both Nel and McBride are entitled to
differ with me; I still believe that the two §
should die. 1 have spent time in Venda and §
understand the complexities of the gituation |
of ritual killings.

I am not arguing from a libcriarian point §
which does not take cognisance of realities.
I said in my piece that military ruler
Ramushwana, having come into powerina |
coup because of ritual killings in the area, B
has to take public opinion into considera-
tion in his decision aboul the stay of execu-
lion.

This is a fact. How lawyers can construe |
this as a defence for a military dictator 1s §
beyond the understanding of a siiple jour- §
nalist hke me.

They argue about Netshirombeni and
Nelukalo as if the court application was a
part of a struggle to unscat Ramushwana.

If they have chosen to make that their
preoccupation, they are entitled to act as
they wish. I had never seen the issue in those
political terms and do not wishtodo so now.
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il HE TALK AROUND VENDA’S capital,
Thohoyandou, these days is of the
need for more traffic lights to control
the ever-growing traffic.

Those who claim to knw say that
over 300 cars have been put on the roads in the
past two months, as the pension payouts have
turned the sleepy area on its head, with men
walking around with bulging pockets full of
thousands.

Jokes too abound arcund pensions, Like the
one about a man who picked up a “16-valve”
and took her to the local hotel where she then
proceeded to the bathroom to freshen up, prior
to doing duty., It is said the man had shown the
girl his oot wrapped in brown paper, amounting
to over R10 000. When the girl came out of the
bathroom, she suggested that the man do the
same, to which he gladly agreed, and went in
whistling as he soaked himself in bath foam
prepared by the girl. When he came out, she was
gone, and so was the brown paper and its
treasured contents! |

There is also 2 story of girls such as the 16V,
who now target the older men and have a liking
for fried chicken. Their favourite slogan is said
to be “Sdumo toe papa”.

But for many, the pension payout in which
over R800 miilion is being paid out to civil
servants in a historic one-off move, has meant
the luxury of mobility that many have yearned
for but could not afford, Some see it as a natural
fallout of poverty-stricken civil servants, many
of whom are getting over R100 000.

The euphoria born of sums that people are
getting has spawned its own “pension speak”,
with cars that are being bought called figure
cars. The government had insisted that all
money should be transferred to insurance poli-
cies that would not be available for other uses
until after 10 years.

Trade unions representing workers argued
that the money should be paid out directly to
individuals, so each person could decide what to
do with his/her pension savings. And so it was
done, as it never has been done anywhere else
before.
si-]Mafy are investing the money in insurance
policies, but others, like our man mentioned
carlier, are romping in the hay while the sun
shines, as if it never will set again. 1t is this
group, as well as the new motorists, that have
become a headache for many, who see in them
a problem for the government of tomorrow, as
they will have squandered their all and would
depend on old-age state pensions.

These are concerns that the men and women
who have survived pedestrianism for so long
hear but do not understand. “There is only one
life,” they argue, “and if I can afford a car today

why should I continue to put my life in the hands
of taxi drivers?” Why indeed?

Thohoyandou: Sowebew 219i92

Venda is awash in money since civil serv-
ants were paid out their pensions ahead of
time. Mathatha Tsedu, Investigations
Editor, visited the suddenly rich town of
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though purchasing récords'indi-
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government. Instead, sthe. car
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 Taylor, Commission of; ;Inquiry.
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By Viusa Zondj
Environmentai Reporter

i a hot surnmer’s day,
the haze covers the
mountamns of Venda
Like a thin sail to shield
the whabit-ants from
the scorching sun.

me the “South African side"” the
haze blends well with the lush green
valleys im the Levubu arez. But as you
enter the homeland, the green suddenly
disappears and you are confronted by a
dusty landscape.

At the roadside, women and their
children sell fruit. Most of these chil-
dren go about naked and the clothes
worn by a few are tattered and fiithy.

This is the story of the homelands —
the story of phony independence. Pov-
erty in this area is widespread and this
is the background to the Rural Devei-
opment Collective.

The RDC is an attempt by residents
of this tiny hometand ro address issues
like the poverty. The three founder
members are Mr Rashaka Ratshitanga,
Ms Manalo Mudau and Mr Masikela
Nemadondoni ,

Rural communities

It is a non-governmental organisation
which aims to address the needs of the
tural communities through develop-
ment

It faces challenges in a land where
89 percent of the population of 750 000
is unempioyed, where the level of iilit-
eracy 1s 73 percent and where there are
inadequate schools, clinics or créches
for children. It is achallenge in the land
where absolute poverty is the order of
the day and water is scarce and farming
methods primitive,

As wesitin the offices of the organi-
sation at the University of Venda,
Ratshitanga and Mudau say they do not
have the answers to problems “but
RDC aims at empowering these people
totake decisions that affect their lives”.

The RDC believes that through in-

banrustan where independence is

nothing more than a dusty landscape :

tensive literacy projects, development
will have a better meaning to the
people concemed.

The biggest emphasis is placed on
education because “official surveys
have shown that Venda is the least
literate of all regions in this country,”
says Ratshitanga.

“What we are saying is that these
income generating projects should go
hand in hand with literacy projects,”
they say.

This was the background to the
Temescial Education Week which
was held at the university between
July 4 and 10. This education week

Venda is
the least
Literate
of all
South
Africa’s

regionNs

had a specific emphasis on career
guidance to help the youth identify
what they would like to do.

The organisation has committed it-
self to “engaging human resource de-
velopment through establishing adolt
and school drop-out literacy centres
in rural villages, farms and peri-urban
areas of the far Northern Transvaal

sub-region™.

Lastyearthe RDC arranged a meet-
ing between the University of
Venda’s council and the student body
which resolved the impasse between
the two.

But back to deveiopment. These
projects are mainly directed at women
“who have to fend for themselves in
poverty while their men are in the
cities ~- at times not even working.
These women have to look after the
children as well and see to their well-
being, they say.

They are trying to get a group of
women who do sewing to form a
collecuve. In May 1991, the RDC
held talks with the Tshififi commu-
nity with a view to establishing a
collective farming project. This was
to be followed by the establishment of
a toan schemme for collective agricul-
tural projects.

Most of these projects, however,
did noz really get off the ground be-
cause of the lack of funds. After ap-
peals to various funding groups in the
country and overseas, the RDC has
been given promises but no real help.

The RDC is based at the university
which, according to the organisers,
attests to the fact that it has the support
and backing of the people and that it is
also heiping to transform the home-
land’s highest institution of learning
to be more accessible to ordinary peo-
ple.

Says Ralshjtanga *“We are operat-
ing here because it is time that univer-

sities served the communities around °

them.” The erganisation can be con-
tacted at PO Box 269, Sibasa, Venda,

or call them at (0159) 21071/21080
Ext 2462.

Mr Rashaka Hatshltanga and Ms Manaln Mur.lau — fuundar mamberﬂ nf
the RDC.
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Venda taxipermits
|~ THOHOYANDOU — Most taxi per- Board head Robert Mabirimisa
|- mits in Venda. could be regarded as  and secretary Samuel Mafune testi-
J|izinvalid because they had not been sied that clerical staff were responsi-
.igsued according to procedure by the  ble for the renewal of permits. This

" yenda Transportation Board, the  was contrary to the Transportation
Taylor commission heard yesterday.  Act. They said board members en-

g%hi c\;ﬁﬂ -':Hk@ 92, dorsed the applications after { e staff
> “The commniission, W ich is investl- had issued the permits. i

), BAIE irregularities 1n Venda's The commission was aiso t0 d'that.

-.transport department, was told that  Venda government vehicles, dam: |
the board had not legally considered aged in accidents .were.refurned
and approved applications for renew: without accident reports to the home-

1and’s state garage in Sihasa. — Sapa.
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'*F16‘E Venda ubhc servants, who hecame
linstant rmllmnmres last year when the-

1 homeland privatised its pension fund, have

been ordered to repay more than R5,5Mm.’
fetters of demand had been 1ssued hy

Venda s Pension Implementation Commit- *

5 tee, calling on the five public gervants to .

1N rrespund within 21 days or face legal action, f

s ﬂaVenda Public Servants Coalition Commit-
tee chairman Alidsulwi Muyhango; said.

! ‘f_% AVenda Commission for Admlmstratmn

kesman would not give detaﬂs""yester- |

Ha “nd would not identify the fivei bt

4] mdmated that the'move. followed recom-
mgndatmns to gnvernment by. a comnmis-

"I¥'sion of inquiry into the privatisation.. -

& The; five received the money after-an .
mcurract formula was used by the Venda
gnvernment when it privatised the fund, »

" At 1east seven public' servants, including
Venda Jmilitary ruler Brig Gabriel-Ram- {

NQishwana, became millionaires. after: the ¢
hnmeland government allowed its: .24 000 -
pubhc .gervants to remove their pensmns "

" from the hom eland’s estimated -
sion fund in February last yeax. @l alt

A prnclamatmn gave pubhc gerva .
| chmce of remaining wit hin the Vandmsta e ¢

-,pensmn fund, transferring contributions to ‘
an a pprnved "retirementiannuity or trans- -
fériing contt {butighs jnto an approved:in- j

vestments planhfuérretlrement ‘However, *
the. furmula used to, calculaie each*cun trib- -

-~ utoy§rshare was 1néurrect-"-’=resu1tmg in a

“R2m, y’ear-lung mvesugatmnﬁw #ie

=, 1.3

;;;;;;;
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8 BY NORMAN CHANDLER-

PRETORIA BUREAU.
The financial crisis- in tha

* homelands is deepening.

After revelations. of Lebowa's
financial chaos, The Star learnt
yesterday that -Gazankuln is
also experiencing’ X,
ficulties, And in Venda the gov-
ernment is trying to recover
R5,5 million in pensions paid in
error to five civil servants, -

Gazankulu sources satd*'des-
perate- cost-cutting measures”
were: being introduced -to-save
the homeland: from. bankruptey
in the months before the

1984/95 budget allocation: is*

. maden

The- Edu;aﬁun Department |

alone i8 down R72 million, and
has instructed school principals
to “privatise thelr schools™ and,
i necessary, retrench staff to
reduce the salary bill. Similar
exercises are being followed by
other departments.

At least 2 500 ungualified
teachers stand to lose their jobs
at the end of the year, but. will

be l'?l.hlﬁ to apply for posts in

In Lebowa, meanwhile,
claims of about R60 million
have been received from suppli-
ers to the homeland’'s govern-
ment. These are being pro-
cessedl.

Plans are also being made for
Regional Affairs Minister Andre
Fourie to meet the Lebowa In-
terdepartmental Action Co-or-
dinating Forum next week fo

DESPERATE mst—
cutting measures are
needed to rescue
homelands —

_shortfalls of millions
. — from bankruptcy

discuss grievances..

Yesterday about 60 000 strik-
ing civil servants. warned of a
boycott ‘of whité businesses in
and:around:}.ebgowa. if the crisis
mihﬁoutt[jﬂrfmoeifﬁciala was
no Bpeedﬂyreﬁplv

manded that 14
dismiasetf ?foi‘ks Department

employees-buvreinstated and |-

-that no-white-owned' company.
which ‘was owed money by the

Lebowa government be paid:

until casual workers received
their overdue wages. |

A spokesman. for the Region-
gl Affairs Department fold The
Star that hundreds of casual
workers would probably be
paid soon.

The Venda civil servants
have been ordered to repay the
R5,6 million within 21 days or
face legal action. They got the
money last year as a result of
incorrect calculations made
when the Venda government
pension fund was privatised.

Letters of demand from the
count’y’s Pension Implementa-
tion Committee had been sent
to them, Venda Public Servants’
Coalition Committee chairman

Alidzuiwi Muvhango said:
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Vendg}%l
- !
for Apr
SIBASA. — Venda citi-
zens ‘would not have to
change their identity
documents for registra’
tion to vote in the April ‘”
27 elections, homeland
. director-general for the
Department of Internal ’
Affairs and Manpower,
Mr W Sigw imu said
yesterday '

- My Sigw imu said
the 16-page Venda iden-

i

id

valid until the election. <
“We are awaiting In-

- structions from the

Transitional Executive

Council,” he said.
From January, Venda

tive region of South
Africa and no longer
have the status of a re-
public. — Sapa ’

f

titif‘dncument would be -

1 will be an administra--

.
* - -—
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NP ‘stokes fires’’ ﬂ

CLAIMS by the Natlunal Party that
Umkhonto we Sizwe members were
joining its ranks should be treated with
“contempt and disgust”, African Na-
tional Congress national spokesman Mr
Ronnie Mamoepa said yesterday
Mamoepa was reacting to earlier
claims by the NP’s federal council that
an unapeclfied number of MK members

were joining the NP because of “deep

dissatisfaction with the ANC leader-
Shlp"
Mainoepa said the NP’ claims were
“malicious propaganda against the
AN "

“The ANC and the pub]ic in general
are aware that people joining the NP do
so not out of convictions, but for pecu-
mary gain.

“For the NP to make allegations of

By lke Motsapi

THE Basic Conditions of Em uluyment
Act of 1983 on domestic workers come
mto operation tomorrow, the Depart-
ment of Manpower announced yester-
day.

Mr Francois de Villiers, head of pub-
lic relations for the department, said as
frora January ! the basic conditions of
employment for domestic workers will
be regulated by prescribed legislation.

He said this meant that domestic
workers would be paid minimum wages,

2li2lga
corruption against the ANC is an ab-

surdity considering its own track records
of maladministration and mismanage-
ment over the past decades and its direct
responsibility for fraud and corruption
in the homelands,” Mamoepa said. .
He said the NP statement was yet

. another attempt by it to “stoke fires

within the ranks of MK”. B
“Instead of making unfounded alle-

. gations, the NP should clean the ranks of

the South African Defénce Force, which
are riddled with CCB (Civil Co-opera-

' tion Bureau) and hit squad elements,

and lend its weight behind efforts to
nnn-raclal defence

[
ri‘t Bl ."H. *1

Create a n e 1.
o m@ LR
rejects with contem tthe

allegannns contained in the statement,”
Mamoepa said. - Sapa ot

What the new ;

Venda crippled

GOVERNMENT services in Venda
have ground to a halt because of a work-
stoppage by about 22 000 civil servants,
commission for administration deputy
director-general Willy Nemakonde
said yesterday Sy () @b M

The work stoppage, which took the
form of sit-ins by civil servants who are
members of the National Education,
Health and Allied Workers Union,
started on Wednesday 2i2iax

They demand the implementation of
agreements entered into during the gen-

eral strike which ended four weeks ago. .
All the departments are almost at 2

standstill with the Internal Affajgs De-
partment being the hardest hi
~The government garage and CoMipu-
ter centre have also been affected as

official vehicles cannot be refuelled and

cheques to companies contracted by the

. government cannot be issued.

Cct means

- Souleta - - =] qua

allowed to take lunch periods and also .

be entitled to be off on certain days.” .

De Villiers said:*The definition uf

3Illﬂllnt.

:: He smdan emplnyee who had worked
‘on a Sunday for four hours or less must

wage in the case of domestic workers . be paid not less than a day’s wage.

includes payment in kind and includes
the provision of food, quarters and any
other payment in kind. PR

“Payment in kind in the case of a j‘

domestic worker
other than cash. (({{=re

“The value of the payment is deter-'
mined as R100 a month or an amount -
agreed to in writing by the employers -
and employee, whichever is the larger

1" rl
[ ]

~ wage rate for the time worked and also

If a domestic worker has worked for
longer than four hours he or she is
.entitled the following benefits:

® Be paid wages for two days or at
- double his/her wage rate for the whole
time worked or whichever is greater; or
® Be paid at one-third time his-her

[be granted one day’s leave on full pay
‘Wlth seven days of such Sunday.
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TH OYOYANDOU
More than 15 000 Venda-
civil’ servants staged a
§itzin~ at government
bmldmgs here yesterday
in“reaction to the ap-
pointment of Brigadier
Gabriel Ramushwana as

-----

Peacekeepmg Fnrce .
']]he said he: cnuldfnut

=re§1gn as,rhead: ;UuﬁfjthEI ;

- Venda gmrernmen myth—
out: “ﬂleanmg up%,hls
mess” and paying their
pensions. — Sapa
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. i BY DIRK NEL"
'NORTHERN TRANSVAAL BUREAU

Thohoyandou — Vends mili-
tary ruler Brigadier Gabriel
Ramushwana said yesterday
he would be moving to Bloem-
fontein ;as soon as possible to
take up his new appointment
as conupander of the National
Peacekeeping Force,

His successor would be ap-
pointed shortly by the terri-
tory’s Council of National
Unity,

Ramushwana denied allega-
tions that he had been involved
in irregularities in the Venda
government pension fund. He
claimed the allegations. had
come about because of confu-
sion created by two different
formulas-in the privatisation of
the pénsion fund.

“The' insurance company

+

concerned has been requested:

to investigate the matter and
to refund amounts required by

NKPF commander
leaves for
Bloemfontein shortly
to take up his
appointment

_'_'—-—p_.__

the pension fund,” he said.

Turning to his new task, he
pointed out that the main fune-
tion of the peacekeeping force
would be to promote peace
wherever possible during the
run-up to the April election.

He pointed out that he had

not been charged with the

maintenance of law and order
— this was the task of the po-
lice throughout the country.
When asked by The Star
whether he was optimistic
about the success of the peace-
keeping force, he replied that
anything was possible if people
were prepared to co-operate.
Questioned on his priorities

to head NPFK soon. N

during the coming months, he
said he would first need_to ac-
climatise himself before work-
ing out his strategy as com-
mander of the force,

Remushwana said his fluen-
¢y in many languages would be
an asset.
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TWO military experts
have conflicting
t views on the NPKF

chief, GUY JEPSON
reports.

I SECURITY policeman,
homeland dictator and now
commander of the Nation-
al Peacekeeping Feorce —
key moments in the ex-
traordinary career of
Venda strongman Briga-
dier Gabriel Ramushwana.

Bright, an outstanding lin-
guist and a strong military
ruler, the man who steps into
the NPKF hot seat after a
long stand-off hetween the
ANC and SADF was accused
— as late as April 1992 — of
being “terribly undemocratic
and arrogant” for refusing to
allow civic structures to oper-
ate in Venda.

HIS security police

links — he joined the Security
{ Branch in 1966, rising to the
rank of warrant-officer — and
alleged infiltration of ANC
bases in what was then Rho-
desia have, in the past, been
used against him by political
opponents.

However, the independent
military think-tank, the Insti-
tute for Defence Policy (IDP),
this week described Ramush-
wana as “a good compromise
candidate” for the job of chief
peacekeeper.

His CV, reieased by the
Transitional Executive Coun-
cil, details his movement
through the ranks in the po-
lice and military, but fails {o
record the fact that he seized
power in Venda in a (blood-
less) coup in 1990,

Nor does it reflect two re-
cent achievements — his ap-
pointment to the TEC defence

::::::

EXTRAORDINARY CAREER: Key appointment for Brigadier Gabriel Ramushwana.

subcouncil and his nomination
as an ANC election candidate.

His new job demands that
he relinquishes these (along
with his homeland fiefdom)
but the political tag could
prove a major headache —
even for 3 man who neatly
straddled the ANC-NP divide
before multiparty talks.

In Venda, where Ramush-
wana (52) is at the centre of a
multimillion-rand pension
fund scandal, the news of his

appointment sparked mass
action by thousands of dis-
affected civil servants this
week.

However, IDP senior re-
searcher Brigadier Bill Sass
says allegations of corruption

_in Venda — as long as they
.remain untested -- arejun-
likely to trouble the rmen and
women under Ramushwana's
] command in the NPKF.
~ It is probably also true that

they won't mean mugh to tha['
< 4

A delicate task fo
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warring factions on the East
Rand and in Natal, where the
NPKF is likely to be deployed
inside six weeks,

Sass says Ramushwana — a
longstanding advocate of re-
incorporation of the home-
lands who hosted the first MK
gathering io the country io
1991 — is acceptable to both
the ANC and the Government.
He adds that “because he is
not a Xhosa”, Ramushwana’s
appointment leaves the gunr
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open for possible Inkaa
Freedom Party participaon |
- Military analyst Helmed |

eitman strongly digagms. |,
Pointing out that the copiet |
.in the areas where the*NEF
is likely to be deployed isci- |
marily between the ANC ad

tion” will undermine the - -
trality of the force. . ,°

Heitman has another d
‘cern: the fact that Ramuh-
wana ,has, alteady usedin

mushwana’s “"ANC conne- I

makes him a potentiaily o
gerous man. S

- “In my view, people ke
Ramushwana, Holomisa id
Gqozo should not be allowd
_uniform appeintments. .l
three are politicians —
longer soldiers.” .- Aﬁ
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points cut thate
Venda coup was far less o-

and even Transkei — addg
that, once in power, Ramb-
wana put the lid o polital -
violence in the homeland. {::
“I think he has the abilitfo

IFP, Heitman argues that a- ‘

handle a situation calmoy. -

He's also a good adminisa- §.

tor. He built up the Venda e-
fence Force and kept it gog,
working closely with e
SADF which still has e-
ments attached toit. - £ -
“He understands the =-
tem. He has worked in vg ]

and the SADF. 50
the next six weeks, he’s gag
to need the SADF and &
Government.” -~ I'* T
- Sass says Ramushwars
police-experience wili stud.

1

him ir good stead in & |
NPKF, which is.beig
schooled in the vse:of.mi;
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Ramushwana
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DAVID BREIER

Weekend Argus Politi ; taff

A CLOUD hangs over the new Nation-
al Peacekeeping Force as pressure

grows on its commander Gabriel Ra.
mushwana to pay back B580 000 he al-
legedly owes a Venda pension fund.

Late this week progress was made
when Brigadier Ramushwana under-
took to pay back the money to the
Venda civil servants’ pension fund af-
ter mounting pressure including a
threatened sit-in next week.

Brigadier Ramushwana has re-
signed as military ruler of Venda
where he seized power four years ago.
He is to head the new NPKF which is
to be deployed late in March to keep
the peace in the April elections,

He was Eaid R1.28 million when the
Venda public service pension fund
was privatised, but local civil ser-
vants said he had been paid R580 000
too much and demanded he pay it
back. . .

Brigadier Ramushwana met the
pension fund implementation commit-
tee late this week. Committee spokes-
man Jqseph Silinda said the Brigadier
had explained he had difficulty in ob-
taining certificates from Sanlam
where he had invested the money.

Mr Silinda said Brigadier Ramush-

W‘

a had authorised the Venda De-

tment of Finance and the imple-
mentation committee to approach
Sanlam for the certificates.

3
i
“The cloud has been partially re-
moved, but until the actual payment

18 made it will still be there. That wiil

be only after the money has been re-
covered,” he said.

- Chairman of the Coalition of Trade
Unions in the Venda public sector
Sam Muvhango said he was optimistic
that Brigadier Ramushwana would
pay over the money. ’

He said the situation would be as- i
sessed on Monday. - . i

“If we are not satisfied then we will
hold a mass meeting and decide what

to do,” he said. .

Brigadier Ramushwana was a sur-
prise choice to head the NPKF. It is
understood he emerged as a compro- §
mise candidate after Transkei mili-
tary ruler Bantu Holomisa vetoed a

;

commander from the SA Defence

Force while the SA government ve-
toed a commander from Transkei. EF

Mr Bill Sass of the independent In-
stitute for Defence Policy said Briga<q :
dier Ramushwana was a compromiseap
candidate as he was from the minor-> - }
ity Venda and was neither Zulu or
Xhosa.

i Y I I

—



S
it

. By:Russel Molefe

__.______.———I—_"-"'—_———

-

ENDA MILITARY Supremo
Brigadier Gabriel
Ramushwana, who wasre-
cently appointed com-
manding officer of the Na-
tional Peacekeeping Force, and a sen-
jor official, Mr SE Moeti, have agreed

TR T —

amount totalling almost R2 million.
Ramushwana and Moeti, who owe
R580 239 and R1,1 million respec-
tively, are among the 500 senior gov-
ernment officials who collectively re-
ceived more than R40 million in pen-
sion fund money not due to them.
The officials have beeggivﬂuanntil
| Wednesday to repay all the money
they owe. BEh
Sowetan yesterday established that
some officials are planning to defend
in coust their right to the money.
The 500 offictals received incorrect
payouts when the wrong formula was
used during the privatisation of the
_pension fund a year ago.
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to repay the local pension fund an-

.-

B WRONG FORM
officials to repay pension fund:

ULA 500 state

Ramushwana has authorised mem-
bers of the Venda Pension Implemen-
tation Committee together with offi-
cials of the Finance Departimnent [0
recover the money he owes from
Sanlam insurance company whereitis
invested.

This followed an emergency meet-
ing he held with the VPIC after an-
nouncing his resignation as head of
the homeland administration ata Press
conference in Thohoyandou on Thurs-
day. Ramushwana, is required as a
condition of his appointment to sever
ties with political bodies and struc-
tures. He denied he was involved in
irregularities concerning the govern-
ment pension fund, He also denied the
allegation of corruption arising from
the mistaken payments.

Moeti, who is the secretary-general
of the ruling Council of National

Unity, confirmed on Friday that he
would repay the R1 178 480 he owes
the pension fund.

VPIC secretary Mr Joseph Silinda
said the councillor for law and-order,
Major-General TG Ramabulana had
indicated that he would repay the
R376 758 owed by him to the fund.
This, however, could not be con-
firmed with Ramabulana.

Government sources toldSowetan
that other officials, mostly directors-
general, were contemplating legal
action to challenge the order to repay
the money. :

Silinda said the VPIC would first
try to convince the officials to repay
the money owed by them:before re-
sorting to legal action. -

He said letters of demand were
issued on Friday to all the officials
who owe money to the pension fund.

L. T



r
i
'
4 F
o=
' ]
a
]
W
'

1

Must answer graft claims’

1 'hr-l "‘I,.‘L- '.,I l'| -

NBY DIRK'NEL

NORTHERN TRANSVAAL
* BUREAU |

Thoussnds of Venda civil

.8ervants embarked on

mass action yesterday to
protest against the ap-
poiniment of the home-
land’s military rujep Brig-
adier Gabriel Ramush-
wana to the post of com-
manding officer of the
National Peaeekeeping

. Foree.

The workers, threaten-
ing to block the appoint-
ment, said they would pot
let Ramushwana resign
his Venda pPremiership
until he had resoived cor-
ruption allegations

against him.

The controversia) mili-
tary riler and more than
500 other Vends . govern-
ment officials are alleged
to.owe the loca] pension

fund a total of more than

R40 miBion, .
About 15 000. civil gep-

.| Yents staged a sjt-in gt

the governmen buildings
in Thohoyandou to pro-
test againgt alleged irre-

gularities and corruption,

Informed sotirces ‘said
Ramushwana owed the

~ Pension fund R580 000,

and it seemed likely this
week that he and other

alleged offenders woyld
be put on trial, é}l §5

A successor Would he
announced today, Vends
government officials sajid
yesterday.

A spokesman for the
civil servants said they
would not return to work
until an investigation had
been launched,

Ramusliwana, borp
and edueated in Messing,

in the town but later
joined the South African
Defence Force,

When Venda: obtaineq
apartheid-style “indepen-
dence” in 1979, he be-
Came. a. member of the
Venda National Force

and subseéquently worked
himself. up through the
ranks of the -army to be-

~ come & colonel, ..

He. staged & bloodless
coup in 1990 to become
Venda’s military rulep.

crarpl, T

Feparm -7



Lebowa patienits

told to-go home
LEBOWA. — Six Lebwa

hospitals are standing
empiy while 3 000 nurses

strike, ”3 - -

Patients at the Mank-
weng, Mokopane, -Jane

Furse, Groothoek, ‘Ma- -
phutha Malatji and:Se- .

shego hospitals had to
be discharged prema-
turely as a I‘ESI}lt of the

strike. CT 212 QL’-

. Nurses are demanding

the signing of.a recogni-
tion agreement befween
Lebowa Health: Services
management and the
National Education,
Health and Allied Work-
ers’ Union, — Sapa
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¥ ENDA’S CIVIL SERVANTS are caught in a
Y dilemma.

When the pension fund was priva-
tised two years ago, a formula was
W used that turned 12 senior officials
into overnight millionaires.

Following an uproar and a new formula, all
the millionaires disappeared, and the difference
had to be refunded. And that is where the
problem started, for none of these officials was
prepared to pay back.

In any normal situation, those so aggrieved
could resort to the law to get their money re-
funded. But not in this case, for as a worker
representative, Mr Simon Ramovha, said this
week, “workers have no legal standing to bring
such an action in court.

“The money was paid out to these people by
the government. So only the chairman of the
military council, General Ramabulana, or his
predecessor, Ramushwana, or the director gen-
eral for finance, Mr Senoamadi, can bring this
action.

“All these people are affected and cannot be
relied upon to bring the action against them-
selves. The workers also have no confidence in
the courts, they have vivid memories of how the
courts were manipulated by previous regimes
here to ssue suitable judgments”, Ramovha
sald.

And so, the government came to a standstill
on February 2, as the workers used the only
power they have to try to effect a resolution of
the problem.

R38 million is still being owed by over 700
people, but many of these are small fries, ac-
cording to Ramovha, who said these are coming
forward to pay.

Already, over R1 million had been recol-
- lected, and the Sowetan team witnessed a steady

stream of people who were bringing documents
In to effect repayments.

Big and little fishes

But the big fishes (53 of them owe R20,7
million) have not done so, and while some,
including former head of state Brigadier Gabriel
Ramushwana and present chairman Major Gen-
eral Gerson Ramabulana, have indicated a will-
Ingness fo repay, there are some who have
vowed not to pay up.

The latter grouping is now preparing to go to
court, according to their chairman, Mr W
Sigwavhulimu.

Ramabulana’s council met with the coalition
of worker representatives on Monday, in an
effort to defuse the situation, which has para-
lysed all but very essential services.

It was agreed at this meeting that when the
deadline for the refunds expires in two weeks

from now, those who would by then have not yet |

paid shouid be suspended.

Many will be hioping that this threat will bring
the “recalcitrant™ grouping running to pay and
thereby bring the strike to an end.

The concern of many is that schools in the area
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nts are fighting for a refund of grossly

inflated pension payouts and at the same time are
blocking salary parity moves for their seniors, say

Mathatha Tsedu and Khathu Mamaila:

Strikers in Venda want 12 officials to pay back the millions paid out to them by the

homeland’s pension fund.

have been disrupted, no mail is moving, and
arcas served by manual telephone systems are
cut off.

Sigwavhulimu’s group argue that the for-
mula used to pay them was legal at the time and
that they should not be bound by a new formula
that came into being while they were no longer
members of the fund.

They are determined to try their argument in
court, should that be necessary. For now they
are holding out, and in the process reaping
interest from the investment, interest that they
are not being asked to refund.

But the pension is just one of the issues that
has precipitated a strike; parity is another.
Venda government workers have been crying
for parity with their counterparts employed by
the central Government.

It has been effected in various segments but
there are others, including typists and civil
engineering technicians, who have been on
strike for over a month insistirig that their cases
have not been addressed.

And 1t 1s this parity that has also brought a
somewhat tronic twist to the fight by the work-
ers.

For while they argue for their own parity, a
move to streamline the salaries of Directors
General and get them cars interms of applicable
scales in the central Government has been
blocked by the workers, who argue that this

PIC:VELI NHLAPO

category of workers are already paid too much,
This struggle is being coordinated by the Na-

tional Education Health and Allied Workers Un- -

ion, whose secretary in the area, Mr Phillip
Kutama, said while they were blocking the sala-
ries of the DGs, they actually had no proof that
this was not parity.

“We have said they should produce pmof that
it is parity. We have also said their case is not a
priority, as there are workers who earn R140 a
month who should be attended to first.

“As far as their car scheme is concerned, we

have said that the scheme should be extended to

other junior officials up to the rank of seniorclerk.,
Oniy then can we sanction the scheme”, Kutama
said. N

He said Nehawu and the government had
agreed torefer an carlier agreement to arbitration,
and that this meant the strikes relating to parity
were now off, although the same workers are out
now for pensions.

Ramabulana told Sowetan that he would repay

the money this week and said he hoped the .
arbitration would resolve the matier once and for

all.

It is a hope that is surely shared by many of the
workers who spend money daily travelling to
Thohoyandou for meetings. It is also shared by

parents who want to see their children back inis
class if the dismal results of last year are to be"

avoided. T VT
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By Mathatha Tsedu
Political Editor

ENDA'S NEW ruler, has
only three months orless
to stay in office. And no
one 1s more aware of this
fact than the man him-
self, Major General
Tshamano Gerson Ramabulana.

This intertm chairman of the military
counci of national unity, sees his role as
that of a driver who has reached his
destination.

"All T am doing is looking for park-
ing, but we have arrived,” Ramabuiana
told Soweran in an exclusive interview
at his house at Thohoyandou.

But if this suggests 2 pushover of 2
man, forget it

For Ramabulana is a policeman, And
when he set out to be 2 policeman, he
had one thing in mind, to be the best.

He derived this from the writing of
Dale Carnegie, who once wrote:

“If you are a shrub, try to be the
greenest shrub.”

“Noone inmy family, most of whom
were educated, wanted me to be a po-

“They felt I could be something else,
But by that time I had joined the force
after leaving school due to financial
problems. I told myself that I was now a
policeman and I shouid be the best po-
licemar around,” he explained.

Ramabulana took over from Briga-
dier Gabriel Ramushwana Iast week,
after the latter was appointed head of the
National Peace Keeping Force.

He inherited a bantustan torn asunder
by a crippling strike by the civil service.

The strike was precipitated by pen-
stons that have to be repaid by senior
officials, including Ramabulana him-
self, and demands for the permanent
empioyment of a legion of labourers.

Venda’s administration hascome toa
standstill. Only hospital workers, com-
puter operators who issue salary
cheques and water affairs workers have
been exempied.

The rest of government employees,
including teachers, have been pulied out
by the coalition that is calling for the
refund of abont R38 million from peo-

NEWS FEATURE Raomabulana is béniustan 'S mew — and very

B THREE NMONTHS 1enda’s new

ruler has httle time to savour power:

6 Someone has to
do it. | took it
because it is for
a short period
and it is not

really political 9

ple such as Ramabulana, Ramushwana
and other senior bureaucrmts,

The capital Thohoyandon, and
nearby Sibasa, have rubbish piling up in
heaps all over, as workers gather daiiy a1
the main government buildings gates for
updates on the strike,

Why did he walk into such a positien
at this time, and how does he hope o
deal with this problem, we asked.

“Someone has to do it. [ took it be-
cause it 1s for a short period and it is not
really political. i

“l agreed because my colleagnes
asked me and I cannot shy away from
responsibility.

“This is my home and someone has to
dothe job and see that the situation goes
back 10 normal,” he said.

Penslon issue

Turning to the pension issue,
Ramabulana said negotiations were the
only solution to the crisis. “I met the
people of the coalition of unions dealing
with the pension issue and Iam going to
repay what [ owe the fund.

“I have no problem with that as I am
convinced that the formula used to cal-
culate the first payouts was wrong.

"Regarding the Nehawu issues, the
position is a bit difficult because 2 team
of government workers who met the
union agreed to do things that the gov-
ermment Is in no position to implement.

“Wemet the president of Nehawu iast

week and agreed to appoint an arbitrator
to look into this agreement. As this
process goes on, our understanding is
that workers should go back to work,”
Ramabulana said,

Born at Migavhini, Dzanani, on Feb-
uary 17 in 1941, Ramabalana is the
first-born of a family of seven.

The sonof aschoolteacher. MrNanga
Phillip Ramabulana, and his wife
Magadlena, he passed his Standard 6 at
Dzanani in 1956 and completed his jun-
ior certificate in 1960.

He enrolled at Lemana training col-
lege but left in midstream due to finan-
cial problems.

The dull uniform of the SAP beck-
oned and he joined the force in 1962.

“Prisoners were at that time not al-
lowed out, so student policemen, the
black ones, had to scrub the floors of the
charge office,” he recalled,

He was mrained at the Benoni training

centre in 1963 and was stationed at
Orlando, Jeppe, Moroka, Kliptown and
John Vorster over a period of time.

Highest rank

During this time he had also been sudy-
ing and attained the highest rank possi-
ble for a black policeman at the time,
senior sergeant.

“In 1970, due to achange in ranks, the

rank of senior sergeant was abolished
and I became just an ordinary sergeant
again.
“Three years later, the ranks were re-
introduced, and I had to sit for another
examination to regain the rank that had
been abolished. ~

"It was tough at the time. A senior
sergeant eamed R21 a month. I remem-
ber that. I still have my pay slip. After
big pay (bonus) and R1 fora uniform, |
got R66.

“There was aiso a lot of conflict with
young white boys who wanted blacks to
make tea for them. I never agresd 10
that,” he said.

Ramabulana was transferred to Louis

Trichardt in 1975 and Iater to Dzanani,
as station commander with the rank of
warrant-officer.

Three years later, he became a liey-
tenant and was involved in preparation
for Venda’s independence, which was
led by his cousin, Chief Patrick
Mphephu., Mphephu appointed him
head of security,

It was during his tenure as chief of the
dreaded security police that many de-
tainees, including Tshifhiwa Muofhe,
died at the hands of his men.

How does he fee! about that, and
would he allow areopening of the cases?

Ramabulaga said he had striven 1o
clean up his force.

Policemen discharged

“Investigations were made and the cases
went to court and the policemen were
discharged.

“However, if anyone wants to reopen
the case of Tshifhiwa, for example, they
are welcome. We will co-operate, we
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PIC. VELI NHLAPO

have nothing to fear,” he said.

From independence in 1979,
Ramabulana’s rise in the ranks of the
police force was phenomenal, becom-
ing amajor, colonel and brigadier within
10 years.

He was oted to major generat in
1989, and became councillor for law
and order in 1990 after the coup, which
was led by his one-time junior,

Ramabulana says he has no regrets
about being a policeman.

He believes that he has set an exam-
ple for younger people — that persever-
ance does pay. Married with six chii-
dren, Ramabulana’s life today is a far
cry from the misery of the ordinary
policeman. His jobnow is to steer Venda
through the election process and usher
i 2 new dispensation.

He will only then decide on his own
future plans — to retire or go back to
active police service. But, he empha-
sised that politics is out.

. %
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- Pay 1t back ‘fatcats tol

i mlzlqg.
The road from, Th,n-

a1k ||

yandnu — Tens of

-l

thousands of Venda civil
' gervants and members of
“the public took to the
streets of Thohoyandow .

hoyandou to Sibasa Was
blocked for several hours
as public servants. fnrced
businesses owned by the

ufflcla.ls to close r '

else”.

Many employees had
to flee when what began
as a peaceful mareh
turned into pandemum—
um. — Sapa.

yestarday to demand that
500 government officials,
who. were allegedly over-
-paid R60 million by the
Horheland’s pension fund
repay the money within
24 hours.
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By Khathu: Mamaila

PR PN -
FORTY.IWON éhda governient 6=

ficials have- applled for a court-order
blocking any attempt to force.them to .
repay the ‘money owed to the-home:”

land’s -pension: fldeaweS: leamt

}rasterda}',a G :
" Venda’ Pens:un Fund’ Conmmi
spnkesman Mr Takalanl Netshltuka
said yesterday that the’ ‘court 1nterd1ct
>was served.-on his cnmnuttee and ﬂ]ﬂ
y Venda government on Fnday* .
_.The order. prumblts the's cumnuttﬂc
“from condycting: a public. caimpaign -
~agamst the hureaut:rats to. the effect

*****

thgt they were dlShﬂIlESt in nnt retum—r

tee was also urdered to refram fmm
organising or taking part.in visits: by
.groups of peupla to the premises of the
appllcants to cause r(apayments to'the
amount b-emg demanded. - ,_‘,': -

--h-l-l--

The hnmeland gnvamment was ﬂl’-_ .'.'

dered to maintain Iaw am:l ﬂ;dcr
protect the apphcants against: “undue
demands by the pension fund commit-
tee”. Theshomeland: ' government: is -
also urged to take meastres ﬂgamstthe
.civil servants talﬂng parl:*m anrlllegal
Stl'lkﬂ i T T e sy

Netshituka said thathis committee was
| not intimidated by the order: “Wewill.,

day,” hé said. The interdict fullnws a

ants to retrieve R38 million fmm goy-:
‘ermentofficials overpaid durmg the
pension yaynut last year. o

gt th_,' "..l-‘.-'l"'""".r AT

n .H-". I“
[
-
- Tuwla e,

.
e s R - -
e — - s - S — L e VL L 5L W 5. S BN U N

Cnmmentmg on the mterdlct

challenge: this.order.in court:on Fri- .

mass campaign by Venda: civil senr—- ]
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iplence in Qwal
BLOEMEi@ NTEIN. — Police apparent- secretary ‘Mr Moloi Leluma said 60
ly. fired 0 al erowd as looting broke people had been injured — some with

out in QwaQwa’'s capital Phuthaditj- gunshot wounds.

haba yesterday during a march on the The events follow demands that

self-gquergfmg territory’s government- QwaQwa chief minister Mr Kenneth

offices, - Mopeli be removed from office and
United Nations observers were ad- replaced by an administrajor, Mr Le-

vised by police to withdraw from the luma said. CT 27 _5/?5&

town, -a UN source said, and troops He claimed Mr Mopell had -been
were reported to be guarding govern-  ysing state funds to support the elec-

Hlﬂntmfi?illities. tion campaign of Dikwankwetla
Mass j-Demncratic Movement local Party, — Sapa
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THE REGIONS Mphephu government was riddled wit

By Khathu Mamaila

HE so-called independent

Republic of Venda will dis-

appear from the map of

South Africain five weeks’

time, marking the begin-

ning of the end of the popu-
lar struggle for reincorporation.

The self-governing territory became an
independent state on September 13 1979
and paramount chief Patrick Ramaano
Mphephu bacame its first president.

The main opposition at the time was the

Venda: Independence Party led by Mr

Baldwini Mudau. The VIP never won any
of the elections but observers believed that
elections:-were rigged to enable Mphephu
to stay in power.

“Save.for a few armed attacks, like the
bombing of the Sibasa police station in
1981, ‘Venda was peaceful under
Mphephu’s iron rule.

Mphephu, known for his pidgin Eng-
lish and his love of women, lived like
Filipino dictator Ferdinand Marcos.

He built hisnself a mansion and was
driven around in posh cars, while the
majority of his subjects lived in abject
poverty.

In the mid-eighties, Mphephu, whose
government was riddled with corruption,
declared himself life president of the Re-
public of Venda.

Some of hisrelatives were employed by
the government without their being given

————

Venda Republic
set to disapp

ear

\Zlqwlmr

B FIVE WEEKS Ouasi-independen

state will cease to exist. - ()
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Major-General TG Ramabulanasx.

e

specific posts. Their job description |

were determined while they were al-
ready drawing “fat cheques”.

‘Mphephu died in April 1988 aftera
short illness. He had successfully neu-
tralised the opposition.

Headman Frank Nndwakhulu
Ravele succeeded him and became the
second president of Venda.

A few months after taking power,
Ravele was faced withrecurrent strikes

and school boycotts engineered by th
pro-Black Consciousness Sibasa C
ordinating Committee. .

While the.aim was to fight agains
the balkanisation of the country, th
SICCO and other ANC-aligned or
ganisations campaigned for the re
moval of cabinet ministers and othe
bureaucrats who were implicated 1
ritual killings. |

When free political activity was al-
lowed in Venda in February 1990, th
people who had been “Suffering in si-
lence” took to the streets and demandedl
reincorporation into South-Africa.

As the campaign intensified, law
and order collapsed in the bantustan.

On April 5 1990 Colonel Gabriel
Ramushwana ousted Ravele in al
bloodless coup. He assured the Venda
people that he would lead them to the
new South Africa.! ,

In February this year, Ramushwana
was appointed commander of the
newly formed National Peace Keeping
Force and he had¢to relinquish his
position as military ruler of Venda.

Major-General TG Ramabulana j
was the last ruler of the homeland.
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JOHANNESBURG. — |

Applications ’ for inter-

dicts by Venda govern-

ment officials overpaid i

pensien monies were |

dismissed with costs in |!

the Venda Supreme }

Court yesterday{ /7. j
The officials so or-

ders to prohibit the ‘

Venda Public Servants |

Coalition Committee,

Crisis Pension Commit-

tee and Venda govern-

ment from demanding

the money back. — Sapa
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Eriday January 21 1994 SOWETAN. ... ...

NEWS Homeland police

POLICEMEN in Vendaare upinarms over what they term
“unfair promotion policies” and the alleged reluctance by
anthorities to address their long- standing demands.

" They say commissioned officers are promoted without
any academic qualifications required whereas non-com-
missionied officers have to produce a diploma or a degree
certificate for promotion.

Disgruntled policemen also allege that non-commis- !
sioned officers, especially constables, are also;denied
promotion for “talking too much’’ orbeing members of the
Potice, Prison and Civil Rights Ulion. = "~ "4

Other demands, which the policenien say date back
several months but have pot yef being attended to by
authorities, include: g i ZF> |

® The fermation of co ity-based policing;"

® Equal salaries and allowances to their South African
counterparts; o

® An immediate stop to unnecessary transfers; and

® The right to purchase firearms.-

Venda police acting spokesman Captain Mashudu
Sethuga yesterday said they were not.aware of the com-

plaints and they had not been submitted to the Commis-
sioner of Police. Poperu said in a statement it expected the
authorities to rectify the promotion policies and address
the demands before the April 27 elections.
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L1 N s wp rewEne m e BIEctticity” Cormporation, V
=% ¥ ERVICES IN VENDA ™ have virhy: + gt T s poration, Venda Develop-
o ally " collapsed” " with - “queal ¢ Orpotdtion and the Venda Agricul-
.. Thohoyandou resembling” tural Corporafion - have joined the strike
g rubbish dump 5 dﬂ?;“dlflg; their pension funds.
: . . .. - D e 1 p*:_:‘-:_':-in-. ~ .E . :-. . 4 .

- SRE - Thisis theresult of the fopd.s » S ﬁﬁ%%ﬂ%%.ﬂen‘t to the houses of several
- rweek-old strike by morg - fhg"g'éﬁfﬁlg g ng officials who each owe the
. 20-000 civil servants who are depjandil g’j | I'}hmum ;h 2n R250 000.

.- that 500 seni I e o ne workers; chanti it
&~ that 500 senior officials repay R38millian besicgedthe fargetédioner 8 o2
%:%"%bﬂ?%@ipmdhut during the privatigg-"" into the yard; gsh i}‘!ﬂm—m omestormed
H1O0N0OL > . Tade o, - : AdUs.dang 1SC r 3
ok Ig%?_ihumel i]d enston fund ayedr ﬂfﬁcialﬁ’l'fﬁfiﬁ g m:h?b?‘?ﬂﬂssmns with the
cToERVL T, T N e f T3 TRt e T T e i G Lot L 2 4 : I'S.
gy paEt T e R W Al R T A B A I A
TRl gOVerON SOVICES, Ex APt e OetS OF the officials were
-, afid-pélice, have Gﬂﬂﬂpﬂﬂhv.endahas | wa;neqigi urge:-their relativés.to repay the
s béen.cot o bt vns oot oer - engS L aebtorYdrasticSteps wonld Kay :
| 'Eiéﬁiﬁe-si%lﬁag? a:jld Other COMMUNICAtion;” - It was. ajso revealed iﬁglt w th
~ -SEIVICES Coliapsed, LT el i vedled That some officials
...~ There - e skt Who were found ag thes -
By are heaps ufundehyeredlgtters:m * to explain their rafus: l}!}fﬂlﬂfb‘-ﬁfﬂe called
- -varous-post. offices. L LTREL L wa e ;gf-a:.--.z;%%@'ﬂeflﬂ}’r!hﬂ mnoney.
. »-Electricity and water supply". ap: A cﬁmgﬂfﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁk‘vmlﬂi who
- - - o S ) W ] ine li o af LT
“ E@gﬂ%@ﬁﬂu was allegedly disconnegtad™ - Tth':ih?i:‘lagﬁlﬁi}lkef‘% ol told the crowd
CI { " . , - _.-.",:,:""-"I . I. : AL [I] r ) # .
| thy' ;;i Servants angered by the failiire of*  the money to' g I?pﬁfr Lgi-l.]:e._hafi used
. 't_;tq-. ,- p;;ds to repay the money, . -u. " He said thie Y a larm;., Said a striker,.
(i, fe at electricity Lot it . e oe satd the few statesy was calouiats
switched. ared . that- electricity could be™" " to induce fear ar a;‘,;-;ﬂfﬁgé'_ was calculated
. g Iche ':-Iﬂff as workers at the el‘eétriififj,}f-ﬁm ' "‘s‘.ﬂf:i:"lilﬁb m"’ foaflél_ ﬁmﬁmﬂﬁﬁmﬂ.ﬂt‘m the -
O Drﬂtl I - L e s ICI S I ' iohore:
P on have been dragged info the.-" ‘ters’of demand ord NI n ad &R ?recf let-
- omaweanc ordenmg the repayments..
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_ THE Venda military council yesterday suspended.about
56 burcaucrats in a bid to recover the R38 million'owed to
the pension fund. ) m’é’”:
“The 56 government officials, who includ directors-
general and their deputies, were given leave without pay
with .effect from yesterday, according to.a statement
released by the homeland government, oL
" “'The suspensions would only be lifted after the officials: |-
fidve repaid the overpayments, ‘according to g@ﬁ%@;@:}t
sources. . R
' A'spokesman for the Venda Pension Fund Implementa: |-
tion Committee, Mr Takalani Netshitika, yesterday con- |
LN A S I IR W T Ly T I TR T . O
gratilated the government on taking firm action®agamst-’|..
' the'Officials.. T ey

S :

#¥%{fthére are visible steps taken against them? they:will =]

be:forced to repay the money,” said Netshituka, 55"~ - |-
"8 el placed sorce reveled that severdl Gl |
- wore ‘jolted by the suspensions and somé had; started .’

. , T vk o e T A
+ _ar;é’pg{ng for repayments shortly after‘the he sflﬁf:-';tha 1

“**suSpension spread throughout the homeland #4701
‘“By Friday, most of these people would have paid up.
ey obviously do not want to be out of their well-paying
jobs,” asource said. . . T |
" “Amorig those suspended are: Secretary-genéral of the
‘military council Mr SE Moeti; directof-general for inter-
nal affairs Mr RW Sigwavhulimu; director-general for
ediication Mr AK Madzaga, and dudifor-general Mr ND

R S -

,,,,,
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NEWS Pubhc asked to limit Venda .
&oww e lL}-lf-?lgt=
stage a SIt-1n @
Nﬂhawu* chairman in the area Mr
By Khathu Mamaila Kennedy Phalanndwa accused Vena of
NEARLY all members of the Venda using the strike to “save face”.
Nursing Association, which has a tradi- Asked if the demands put forward by
tion of opposing strikes as a method of  Vena were not legitimate, Phalanndwa:
resolving issues, yesterday embarked said: “These demands are fictitious.
on a sit-in in defiance of the National “Our shop stewards at the hospitals
Education Health and Allied Workers  where the striking nurses come from.
Union, which is known forrolling mass  have neverbrought these démands to the
action at hospitals. attention of the union. We distance our-
Venda health and welfare director selves from these demands,” said
general Dr J P McCutcheon yesterday  Phalanndwa.’
confirmed the sit-in.. -He
called on the members of
the public to liniit the Visits
"~ -to hospitals to urgent cases
. .nnly o :
Vena . president.; Mrs ] !
Khﬂmntjo Serakoana sald 1
- .about 300 nurses: who are
. Vena members--embarked: |
.On’a; sit-in’ towpress then'
'_demand,s .
L. She Sﬂld the demands~.~ .-
) mcluded the-payment-of a -
- mghtduty alluwance back-::
~. - dating-of promotions from.|
¢ Aprl :1990;+'cash:*bonus; - |--
. pmvlsmnnf well—eqmpped:
-' "ambulances andcreaﬂunnf_ﬁ: -
: T Sl -, ot }
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The Argus Correspondents and Sapa

THOHOYANDOU (Venda). — At
least 20 patients are reported to
have died in Venda since a pay
strike by about 3 000 nurses began
seven days ago,

The strike has closed about 100
clinics and has hit three hospitals
near the capital.

Stranded patients are being re-

, ferred to the neighbouring Gazankulu
- hospitals of Malamulele and Elim.

The strikers have occupied the De-
partment of Health building in Tho-
hoyandou to press their demands,

They initially put forward 16 de-
mands, but Independent Electoral
Commission officials intervened and
11 of the grievances have heen

 dropped.

The IEC officials a

parently ar-
gued that the other

emands were

- without substance,

. turn to
mands had been met,

The"strikers said they would re-
work only when their de-

® The Natal Provincial Adminis-
tration has told striking ambulance
personnel to return to work by 4pm
todayor face disciplinary action.

But the Natal Public Sector Work-

‘ers’ Union said the strike, in its sec-

-ond.day, would continue until work-

ers received “a meaningful salary
package”.

Strikers claimed the lowest-paid
employee was paid R600. The unijon

said'they were paid 50 percent less
than‘counterparts in other provinces.
series

NPA ultimatum came after a
of urgent talks yesterday with

- T T LU YL R A Sy T T STer TR i e i A T s
C el R REPRMET TaLer ey A A A NI e s 3 S e v B

il R o
tal strike

says demands without substance

-

“unf

the union in a bid to end the strike by

more than 1 000 employees, about 70
percent of the province’s ambulance
staff. |

The union called for intervention
by the Transitional Executive .Coun-
cil to expedite wage negotiations.

The TEC yesterday appealed. to
civil servants not to strike in the run-
up to the elections. -

® About 200 student nurses -at Bi-
sho Hospital in Ciskei went on: strike
yesterday, complaining that they and
patients were being fed only mealie
meal and bread. *

A delegation went to the Bisho
parliamentary complex to hand over
a-memorandum and spoke briefly to
joint administrator Bongani 'Finea,
who is.reported to have promised
that their complaints would be
looked into. -'

A spokesman for the student
nurses, Mandisa Koboka, said they
had complained about the quality of
food since March 2, but the ‘adminis-
tration had taken no notice.

Patients had been fed only samp
since that date, she said. Sometimes
their milk was diluted with water.

On Monday the nurses found there
was only samp, mealie meal and
about 60kg of rice in the hospital
stores.

Ms Koboka-said the student nurses i
soon as they |.
patients were assuzfg,:,a proper {:

would return to work as
and
diet.

Ms Koboka said registered nurses |
were still at work at the hospital, |
than 200 pa- |-

where there were more
tients.




PATIENTS of the Hayani
hospital in Venda will never
be able to express what
they have suffered over the
past two weeks.

Only a smali group of people
like therapists, cleaners and mili-
tary medics who did not join the
striking nurses and clerks know
what the 312 mentally retarded
and physically handicapped
inmates have endured.

But they will not speak, as they
fear for their lives, even though
the two-week strike which para-
lysed five Venda hospitals ended
on Friday morning.

They do not want to be labelled
as scabhs — or alienate them-
selves from the work they are
dedicated to.

Outside the hospital grounds,
some were prepared to say that
nursing staff were “heartless and
cruel” for turning their backs on
their helpless charges.

Supporters of the strike said
they had no choice, as it was the
only way to pressure the Venda
government into paying them
decent salaries.

But no matter what, those
caught in the middle are the hap-
less ones. Patients who do not
even know where they are —
little children, the elderly, young
men and women, some in wheel-

men and women, sore n whee> > oo —_————

For two weeks a 15-year-old mentally retarded boy,
right, was left without the care he needed while the

nursing staff at the Hayani hospital were on strike.
JOCELYN MAKER reports from Venda
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chairs, others who crawl the pas-
sageways on their hands and
knees or who sit rocking or lying
for howurs in the sun.

On Thursday, while 3 000
nurses gathered at a sit-in outside
the Department of Health in Tho-
hoyandou, the problems at
Hayani, just a few kilometres
away, had reached crisis point.

Like a number of the psychiat-
ric wards at other hospitals, more
than 120 Hayani patients had
already been sent home.

Ambulances carting the
deformed and bedridden were out
in the hills delivering patients to
homes in the communities.

Many residences were locked
because parents were at work, s»
patients were left with young
children or neighbours.

Almost all had not been home
for many years, as Hayani had
become their home.

Havyani’s occupational thera-
pist, Mr Edward Luruli, 28, has
been the backbone of the home.

Since the start of the sirike, he
has had to manage the patients.
Unable to cope, three wards had
to be closed and more than 44
cerebral palsy children had to be
sent home.

He said: “Volunteers came in to
help us feed the patients, as many

just lie in their cots unable to care

for themselves. Patients in

T

Hayani are totally dependent on
the staff for everything.

“It has been a nightmare, and I
am deeply worried about those

we have sent info the com-
munity.”
S

For the past-two Weeks, most [ e oot | T SRR R R T
patients at Hayani have not been R e e B
bathed. They wandered around
corridors in urine-soaked cloth-
ing, their faces caked with dried
food.

In one courtyard, three people
lay near pools of urine that had
been left there for days. In the
chilg- -'s wards, some lay face
dow:  vomit which had been
lef the ground for hours.

 oine patients crawled around
under filthy, thin blankets, while
oihers lay in their beds on dirty 1 e _ _ SO
linen. = TR TR LT SR . - | e S

A heavy stench of urine, dirty E e e T
bodies 2 . overcooked food hung
in the corridors.

“We tried everything we could
to make our patients as comfort-
able as possible, but it has not
been easy,” said Mr Luruli

On Friday, one nurse who stood
feeding a child said she did feel
sorry for her patients, but she had
to fight for her rights.

“I have my mafric and two
years training. I have worked at
Hayani for four years and I earn
R800. It is not enocugh to keep my
family alive,” she said.
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By JOCELYN MAKER

IN A deserted psychiatric ward a
mentally retarded woman lay on
her bed speaking to a pile of snuff
in the cup of her hand.

Caught up in a world of her
own, she was unaware that the
people who had cared for her for
over 10 years were no longer
there.

She was one of the lucky ones in
the two-week nursing strike
which paralysed almost every
hospital in Venda for two weeks.

At least she had the security of
a familiar environment, food and
shelter.

Other patients, from 12-year-
old children to ageing adults, had
heen taken home or leff with
friends and neighbours in their
communities,

* medication, : left’, with - families

" 'I'shilidzini hospital, only:8km:out-
:Side thie capital city of Tholioyan-
- dou,‘was because'no, oné ‘could

-family member totake' cate of
“her:during.the’ turmoil; =y %
oz The strike,  which*.ended : sud-

'denly.on Friday, has left'supervi-

vheavy heart.” .«

' H +a

-+ Dedicated to.his 54 chronicaily

111 -psyehotic,. and ‘retarded

~few helpers.: "0

L

- needed ‘constant supérvisior. ..
.7 ‘Unable to cope, Mr Tshishonga

'
.
14

i+ “Most were dropped off without

< who had not; seen ther for years

“and many were highly dangerous.-
. ~» The only -reason’the nientally
. retarded woman had rernainedin -
the'psychiatric: section- ‘of .. the -

- find “her’home addressioriéven a-

“sor’’"James:-Tshishonga with "a’

Pationts, e was left with only &

. Most patients' were wnable t5
-Teed or clean: themselyés and-all '.

| Fealised there was only one solu.
; Hon =10 send his Patients home. -
|, Driving "for hoiirs through,
: ."I-_}ngig._';_l: .he"sedrched” desperitely-

for his helpless charges’ former

homes.

“It was a nightmare. Most of
our patients lived in the bush
before they came to us. Qur
society discards them and when
they finally arrive at our hospital
they very rarely see their fam-
1lies again.

“As I drove I realised 1 would
have to drop off my patients at
homes where they were not wan-
ted.

“Now I was taking them back,
much against my own will and I
knew I was going to leave them
alone and confused without the
care and attention they so desper-
ately need on a daily basis.

“Some of my patients are psy-
chotic. They are an exireme dan-

ger L0 soclety: anything can trig-
ger them off and not much can
hold them back when they go into
a rage ...

“In our communities we now
have mentally ill people who are
going to runriot. Others are going
to be neglected and abused.

“I know the nursing staff have
a major problem and that they
are paid a pittance for the work
they do.”

Mr Tshishonga said he was also
deeply concerned that many of
his charges would go missing and
never return to the hospital,

“To take patients home
because of a strike goes against
everyihing that I am as 3 psychi-
atric nurse. It worries me terri-
bly and has left me deeply upses.”

took one of his patients, James:
Ravhura, t0 an address about
25km outside the city. James's, |
brother was away and the patient,
was left with a neighbour, o)
“As I drove off 1 felt shattered
.. . James is harmless and lives ify
a world of his own. All I could:dp.
was hope that he would be -well 1
cared for until I returned to fetch #

] RS S
Last Sunday Mr Tshishonga: I

him,” he said. ’

But four days later James
reappeared at the hospital.

“He had somehow made his.
way back to us. I was so relieved;
I just pray that as I now go back
to collect my patients I will be
able to find them and that they: -
have not harmed themseives on

anyone else,” Mr Tshishonga saidf

TRk
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Millions spent_ =
unauthorised spree

ADMINISTRATIVE chaos in the former home-
land of Venda, including unauthorised spending
of more than R7,4 million in a single financial
year, has been reported to Parliament by the
territory's auditor-general. “si® e
The unauthorised spending in 1990/91 includ-
ed R2,0 million in the Finance department and
R2,7m in Social Welfare, | |
Because of serious weaknesses in internal
- ¢ontrol, ‘misappropriated funds, lack of support- -
ing documents and improper bookkeeping he -
was unable to give an audit opinion on the |
- Department ‘of Public Works’ books for the
1991/92 year. — Sapa : |
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December pension

payouts may be late

By Khathu Mamaiia

"MORE than 50 000 pensinners in the

{ former Lebowa homeland will not get

t‘their pensions before Christmas unless
the strike by hundreds of civil servants is

%"“:“ d 3 resnlved SOON.

‘‘‘‘

* Hundreds of workers in the justice
deparunent, which handles the payment
nf“ pensﬂ:ms, are on strike in support of
the:r demand to be régraded.

% ““Régional head of the justice®depart- -
ment Mr Elijah Rasefate said pensioners

had not received their monthly grants as

? -

aresult of the strike since November 18
by the administration staff. - :
He said all civil servants 1n 14 dis-

tricts, each responsible for more than -

4 000 pensioners, were on strike: Pen-
sion payouts had been dlsrupted as a
result of the strike.

The workers wenton stnke-abuut two
weeks ago after a long-standing row

over job grades. They demand that they -

be graded higher than their current
nutches
“Pensmnars face ableakC] aristmas if

* e strikers do fiot ‘suspend their action,”
said Rasefate. He appealed to the strik-

ers to go back to work, adding that theu'
grievances were receiving the attention
of the justice ministry.

Rasefate said local courts had also
been affected by the stoppage. Asked if
theé principle of no work, no pay would
be apphied, Rasefate said hisdep ent

had still to decide on the matter{ }{3,)

The strikers have vowed they will
only return to work after their grades
have been reviewed. “We can only be
taken sennusly if weengage the govern-

ment-in some ‘kind of.action,” one-
" striker, who refused to give his name,
- said. |

AH, THE ATHLETES
APE HERE FoR DRYG -
TESTING. S0 WHERE
ARE THE wWomeN ?

“rhose ARE

THE WOMEN 1Y,
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