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'oadcast on TV1 on Sunday.

Picturs ROBEAT BOTHA

| Angry ratepayers

-
Js.
in

threaten

@1
ABOUT 25% of Johannes

: hurg’s popu-
lation will consider a rate boycott on
Saturday, showing thewr growing dis-

Mduduzi ka Harvey

. ontcnt with the eity’s Transitional

Metropolitan Council governance In
the past eight months.

Members of the North East Com-
munity Forum, which consists of
business associations, ratepayers’ or-
gamsations, the Alexandra Land
Property Owners’ Association and
domestic worker umons, are de-
manding the TMC urgently answer
what steps it has taken to encourage
service payments In communities
like Alexandra where payments were
reported to be as low as 16%.

The forum is also demanding to be
informed on payment trends for So-
weto and other townships for the
period since the national elections
and the creation of the TMC

Forum chairman David Jordaan
asked why some communities’ regu-
lar payments were used to fund the
non-payment of others, while munici-
pal services in the paying areas were
on the verge of collapse.

Also of concern was delegation of
powers. Ratepayers have questioned
when the appropnate powers and au-
thority would be given to the differ-
ent metropolitan substructures. They
claimed previous correspondence to

boyeRlt

the TMC had failed to bbtain a satis-
factory response.

Jordaan said members of the Fo-
rum, which covers areas ke Lone-
hill, Bryanston, Rosebank, Kensl:ig-
ton, Malvern, Bruma Lake, I'¢
Valley, Orange Grove, Sandton, ii-
lovo, Kew, Yeoville and Berea, were
worried that the TMC could not find
funds to mamtain the areas’ crisis
control centre, where half the staff
had resigned or relocated, affecting
ambulance and fire services.Parks
could no longer be mantained as no
funds were available.

A petition to.the TMC would be
formalised at the meeting. A boycott,
he said, would “wake up” the TMC to
take note of the serious concerns of
ratepayers

TMC deputy director of financial-
services Grant Easton said lifeline
tariffs should be given a chance. He
said the council had initiated a R92m
emergency needs initiative ensuring
that services were made available
for people to pay for. The Johannes-
burg budget, he said, would be re-
viewed to provide money in areas
with greater need for services.

Other measures to encourage pay-
ment, he said, included tariff standar-
disation on the basis of paying for as
much as one used, upgrading of pay
points and negotiating with post of-

- E Ll

fices and banks to accept payments, |Sm—

- . — —ll —_— —all

P




\ |

—— L

&

L

Slow start "
to transfer::

Houseﬁ/ 46 '

B BY BONGIWE MLANGEN!
HOUSING REPORTER :

Few fenants renting State-
owned houses In areas Wherel
housing bureaux have bgen
Jaunched have submitted B],E.]IHS-*
to faciitate the transfer of the,
properties into their ownership
Gauteng has estabhshed three .
housing bureaux since June, but *
residents have not taken up the I
provincial government’s offe: .o |
facilitate home-ownership - * '
The Krugersdorp housm 'bu-
reau, which serves Kagiso "and*
Munsieville, was the first to’be :
launched 1n June and ha$ to |
transfer about 4 000 homes' But
few people visit the Kagiso and ,
Munsieville offices, according to !
the bureau project manager »
: Gauteng bureaux co-ordmator |
Nigel Mandy said the poor’re-!
sponse did not come as &'.sur-.
prise “We expected this kind, of |
response, especially in Krugers- -
dorp, because the bureau was.
launched before we could adver-
tise the concept ” "ut

' Major advertising of all the-bu-
reaux wil take place next week'
at the launch of the Soweto
Housing Bureau which has-tdsfa- |
cilitate the transfer of abdut -
62 000 State-owned houses ¢ |

Gauteng Premier Tokyo:Sex-'
wale and MEC for housing Dan ¢
Mofokeng would open thecfirst,
bureau office 1n Soweto and '
about 11 other offices will be .
opened later in different parts of—»
the township

~After the Soweto housiig u-
reatl launch, more bureaux will ;
be opened 1n Tsakane, R&ﬁdfnn—
tem Heildelberg, Boipatong, .
Temhlsa Katlehong, Wattville, !
Daveyton and Evaton o

q.

Tenants wishing to submt «
clmms should wisit the nearest |
council offices m therr area,,
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Many people do 1o

Confusion reigns over

mBY CHERYL HUNTER
CITY REPORTER

-

_ While most people are aware
“that water will be a scarce com-
 modity untl there 1s sustained
_.._,_:me rainfall over the country
' again, It appears that few people
- know how to read thewr meters
or calculate thewr water quotas

* for the month

N L

.+ Johannesburg Waler and Gas
. Department deputy director
Wally Papendorf said s office
_had been flooded (no pun intend-
. ed) with calls by residents who
,-were confused about the punitive
" tanffs imposed last week and
. unsure of their ability to read
., -their meters

. He explamed that the amount
of water used by each household
_for the last year — July 1994 1o
June 1995 — would be added
and divided by 12 to obtan the
. average amount of water used
. by that household

- Once this figure was obtaiwned,
- that would be the household's al-

lowed quota on which it now
...had to save at least 30%

2 *In other words, if a family
- usually used 50kl per month,

¢

ed

?m.ﬁm.. mm_:m_._. ‘. Shannon _A_.ErQ qu m.. saving
and waters the garden without the damaging

measures and she had en-

H, THE STAR / TUESDAY AUGLS . 1 1Y50

t enow how to read meters to check monthly quotas
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.,gmq. with his home-made watering cah. He fil
furrows caused by a bucket.

pools because of water lost
through evaporation accounted

- ol e

PICTURE NAASHON ZALK

He said that Serale should call
her local authorty to have her

cold bath water
While Khoury's worries in-

some of the water-saving

-~ .they must now use only 30kl or  couraged her children to get - cluded keeping the flushing of fora great deal of water usage meter fixed as an old washer
1+ be charged an additional Mmhm volved the three toilets in her house He advised families to check was causing a minor leak
for every kilolitre over 30kl,” Pa- Her son Shannon (12) had down to a mummum, Francoise thewr meters and then switch all Both families expressed anger

- pendorf said

.+ % Bezuidenhout Valley resident
+ (atherine Khoury said her fam-
"y of six had already implement-

o

He

made a watermg nmbrwun ,
small holes in usett cold-drink
cans apd tylngthemtogether

making Serale of Mormngside said she
would consider buying a pool
cover to reduce evaporation

Papendorf said topping-up

taps off overmght before check-
g their meters again in the

mormng to determne if there 1s
a leak.

at neighbours and acquaint-
ances who simply refused to
keep within the water restric-
tions.

* o

watered the garden using
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KENT Digital-type water meter
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Today's reading 7730,682
Yesterday's readng ~ 7729,455
Yesterday's use 1,227 kl (m3)

DO YOU HAVE A LEAK?

A change or two In the digrts after an hour or two
while nobody has used water will indicate a leaking

=18

H ; : .
gt o i R

TR e

..........................................

CASTLE:Dwal-type 77 ;fﬂ:/,

=

Read the digits (m3) and fractions of m3 on the smalf dials

Today's reading 2366,293
Vesterday's reading 2385479
Yesterday's use 0,814 m3

To check for leaking water pipes observe the star
wheel while no water 1s being used A steady
movement will signify the presence of a leak

OF FOUR A
Quota 1s therefore 30kl x 70% =
Now first 10kl used costs R1,20 (10 x R1,20)
(10 x R1,70) = R17 thereafter (20 - 35kl) costs R2,30

Eg HOUS

_Total normal charge therefore = R63,50. From
> above quota =

R52,50 (14 x R3,75) Total charge = R116.

sumption (01 07 94 -30 06

21kl Assume actual usage for particular month 15 35k
= R12 the second 10Kl

(10 -20k0) costs R1,70
(15 x R2,30)=R34,50
1 additional charge for 14kl used

GRAPHIC NGNASA DIAR
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Tra.nsnet to help%(‘;u Se el

'l HOUSING REPORTER

Railway employees and users
around the country will soon
benefit from the Transnet hous-
ing project, whieh aims to buld
affordable houses closer to the
work place

Ldand in Aquadane, Richards
Bay, had already been ear-
marked for the construction of
850 houses at a cost of R51-mal-
lion, spokeswoman Mashadi Ma-
shabela said yesterday

- =
1 b

e

I - IﬁlT-—_—_—__-_—n—
-

She said plans to bu
In Gauteng were also under way
and could be implemented be-
fore the end of the year

The Richard's Bay houses
would be built over a three-year

period.
“"We are expecting phase one

to be completed before the end
of the year,” saud Viashabela
Employees of Spoornet, Port-
net and Alusaf and the local
communities would be able to
buy houses ranging from

-

mp

R5[} OEEP a jsq tl;m

to R10000G for an up-market
house

She said a grant was recetved
from the Kwazulu/Natal housing
board which would be used for
employees who qualiied for low
cost housing

“The company will determine
the amount individuals gqualify
for  the board will contribute
towards making the houses af-
fordable for the potential home
owners, sald Mashabela

——




4

SOWETAN Wednesday August 2 1995

-NEWS .| NATIONAL

HOUSANDS OF DOMESTIC CoOn-
sumers, might have a portion
of their service debts written
off, the Greater Johannesburg
Metropohitan Ccuncil an-
nounced yesterday

Amounts owing on domestic ac-
counts, excluding flats and townhouses,
as at Janvary 31 last year will be re-
moved from accounts and suspended
pending an investigation mto the writ-

Service debts to be

Several million rands of service debts
are suspended pending probe

ing off of debts and a final audit of the
process, the council sard

Mr Gerne Crous, one of the council’s
deputy dwrectors of rates and services,
said the suspended debts amounted to
“several oullion rands”

The council has st1ll to decide how 1t

will approach arrears owing on flats and
townhouses

Adjustment to accounts has been
made 1n terms of the Agreement on
Fmance, Services and Service Render-

|87

mng luded on January 20 last year

The council said normal credif con-
trol mechamsms, including legal action,
will apply to amounts accumulated since
February last year.,

Consumers expenencing difficulty
with paying their accounts were urged
to contact their relevant local adminis-
tration and arrange for the arrears to be
pawd off.

Consuomers can contact their admin-

n %.Hw

ﬁ
1strators at the following numbers:

Johannesburg 358-3166
Sandton 881-6379
Randburg 789-0512
1v00depoort 766-2166

iepkloof 985-1002
1 ieadowlands 939-2117/8/9
obsonville 988-1015
Soweto 986-0054
Ennerdale 855-1006
Lenasia 857-1510 — Sapa
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Opening of Soweto Housing

Burean brings tears of joy
3718]95

Lizzy Mokoena, who were der,
clared rightful homeowners by

1
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g to be the rightful owner
PICTURE ANDREAS VLACHAKIS

Christina Masina could not believe she was goin
had rented for almost 40 years.

Endorsingiit. ..
| of a state-owned house she

HQUSING REPORTER

The opening of housing bureaux
m Gauteng brought tears of joy
to at least four Soweto residents
who yesterday acquired home
ownership

The launch of the Greater
Soweto Housing Bureau, which
will facilitate the transfer oi
64 000 state-owned houses, fol-
lows the launch of several other
bureaux in Gauteng

Christina Masina was among
the first tenants to have the
state-owned house she had been
renting for over 40 years trans-
ferred 1n her name at no cost

In the past Sowetans were al-
lowed to make only mummal ad-
justments to very rudimeniary
state-owned houses and were
never sure when a house could
be allocated to other tenants
without prior consultation

Masina shared her joy with
Grace Mdluh, and Samuel and

1 A

Housing MEC Dan Mofokeng
Officially opening the Bureau,
Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale |
said every year about 40000 |
people entered the housing mar-
ket in the province creating an
enormous housing backlog
Sexwale urged resudents to
claim ownership of thewr houses
within three months of a housing
bureau opemng 1n their area
About 12 bureaux will be |
opened 1n the next three months
in Greater Soweto |
“If anyone does not claum own-
ership market-related rents wall
be charged m future,” said Sex-,
wale, adding that the opportuni-
ty to acquire home ownership
should not be missed
Tenants who wish to take
transfer must submut claims to
the housing bureau m their area
A discount of up to R7500 on
properties built before June 1989
will be granted )
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ouses to be fixed
12%) eriylefas

JOHANNESBURG: Altogether
1 500 houses damaged by violence
In, Katlehong, Thokoza and
Vasloorus on the Past Rand before
last year's general election are to be

Iepaired na R17 mllron recon-

Struction and development project
Over the next year — Sapa

|
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; Katorus reconstructlon pro%T
t unsai des te

1 BY BONGIWE MLANGENI
» HOUSING REPORTER

Renewed efforts 10 repawr Ka-

torus houses vandalised during

violence in the early ’'90s have
received a Ri17-mollion boost
from Reconstruction and De-
velopment Programme coffers

The Katorus housing project
was relaunched yesterday, al-
most a year after the launch of
the Special Presidential Project
which later came fo a halt be-
cause 1t excluded local resi-
dents Sources said RDP funds
allocated to the project in Octo-
ber 1994 were used to upgrade
sireet lights and manhoies

Only 151 houses, all council-
owned and insured, were re-
pawred by the councl But the
houses were left unoccupied and

later vandalised agamn as resl-

— Ewr W T omma o . —_— ——

dents
presence of the SDUs and SPUs

Displaced people representa-
tive Octavia. Hlatshwayo sad the

" first project failed because local

residents were not mvolved and
local builders were excluded

About R645-milhon was mital-
ly allocated fo the Presidential
Project, but Mike Morkel, man-
aging member of Settlement Dy-
namics {appointed to co-ordinate
the RDP lead projects in Gau-
teng), yesterday could not say
how much of it was spent.

Special Presidential Project
manager Themba Maluleke, who
falled to attend the conference,
could not be reached for more
details on the use of the funds

Morkels said the upgradmg of
houses in Phenduka section, To-
koza, and Mngadi section, Katle-

eget 1(-m_boost

é‘ ?— a;l. aneous-

hoxg, would occ
ly with the upgrading of hostels
wizch will start before the end of

the month.

He said the project was ex-
pected to last about 18 months
and about 1 500 houses would be
repawred Already 62 houses
have been assessed and 228
clazms have been receved

Homeowners and tenants who
lost their homes through vio-
lence could submit claims at the
Hmne Loan Guarantee Company
ices 1 Alberton, corner Du
P]ESB]B and Truida streeis All
claims would be reviewed and
assessed before bemg approved

Home Loan operafions manag-
er Dimakatso Moraka said
houses would be repared only

after the rightful owner submit-
ted a claim.




Eskom ‘rolls O\fér’ local

authority po

JOHANNESBURG The Gau-
teng government and Eskom
have reached agreement on
rolling over — but not neces-
sanly writing off — outstand-
ing debts for electricity sup-
plied to local authoriijes by
Eskom £22(7 & /8 /F%

The Gauteng govérnment
said the “ground-breaking pro-
cedure” had been agreed after
more than 10 months of negoti-
ations

The agreement would ensure
that new local government
structures to be set up after
the November 1 elections did
not inherit miihions of rands
debt from their transitional
predecessors.

The debts would be trans-
ferred to suspense accounts,
the statement said.

“The debt will not be written
off 1In the conventional sense,
but 18 being written back

- 1 /

er arrears
727

Spainst fufure mncome, provid-
ed that there 1s performance in
the payment of current month-
ly dues.”

The procedure mvolves two
componentis

Firstly, the transfer by local

authorities of debis accumulat- |

ed up to February 28 this year
into a suspense account, which
will be written back by Eskom
agamst good payment perfor-
mance 1n future. ,

“The effect of this is that the
debt will not be payable by lo-
cal authorties.”

The second component re-
lates to debt accumulated from
March 1 to December 31 this
year. This will be transferred
into a separate suspense ac-

count and local authorities will |

be expected to repay this by
December 31 next year, with
interest being charged at the
prime rate. — Sapa.
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Provincial govt (%7

and Eskom strike

deal on ag }' ~
STAFF REPORTER ? § will be able

The Gauteng pmﬁnmﬂl govern-
ment and the national electrici-
ty supplier, Eskom, have agreed
on a ground-breaking proce-
dure to overcome the problem
of outstanding electricity pay-
ments run up by local author:-
t1es.

The agreement, which 1s the
product of more than 10 months
of negotiations, ensures that the
new local government struec-
tures to be set up after the
elections on November 1 do not
inherit mlhons of rands 1n debt

from their apartheid predeces-
SOI'S

Instead, these debts will be
transferred mto suspense ac-
counts — effectively rolling over

most of the debt

The debt will not be “written
off’ in the conventional sense,
. but 18 being “written back”
against future mcome, provided

there 1s performance in the pay-
ment of current monthly dues

There are two components to
this procedure, according to an
Eskom spokesman

to tranafer debis accumulaied
up to February 28 1995 mnto a
“number one suspense ac-
count” which will, over a period
of time, be written back by
HEskom against good perfor-
mance payment 1 future

The effect of this 1s that the
debt will not be payable by local
authorities. Secondly, debf ac-
cummulated from March 1 1995 to
December 31 1995 wili be trans-
ferred to a “number two sus-
pense account”

Negotiated

Local authorities will be ex-
pected to pay thus back by De-
cember 31 1996 and will have
to pay interest at prime rate on
this account.

The method of payment wil
be negotiated with each local
authority

In addition, the period from
now to the end of December is
regarded as a ‘“normalisation
period”, during which payments
by local authorities will be mon-
itored. Local authorities will be
expected to reach speciic tar-
gets for payment

[ S——
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Ratepayers threaten to

By CHERYL HUNTER
Ciry REPORTER

Sandton and Randburg rate-
payers are threatemng to boy-
coit rates and services pay-
ments after months of discon-
tent with transitional metropol-
itan council leadershp, accord-
Ing to North East Community
Forum chairman Dawvid Jordaan

He said this week that munie-
ipal services in Sandton and
Randburg suburbs were on the
verge of collapse and the area
was fa]]ing further behind n the
provision of infrastructure for
the rapdly developing Sandton
business areas

The council described his
claxms as “exaggerated”, ex-
plaining 1t had restructured its
budget to accommodate “RDP
principles”,

Jordaan said, “This problem
is being exacerbated by the
council continuing to provide
services to those areas which
are not paying rates and taxes
while we pay hundreds of rands
for the same commodities

r

put payme

StarS/8/9S

nts on

The forum, which represents
at least 30 ratepayers’ associa-
tions, the Sandton Federation of
Ratepayers, the Sandton Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Domestie
Workers' Union, several com-
munity-based organisations
from Alexandra, and other or-
gamsations, is meeting 1n the
Sandton Civic Centre at 9.30am
today

Jordaan said the meeting
would discuss the possibihity of

boycotts
“We are hard-working busi-

nessmen and don't have the
time to protest in the street, but
we have to draw the line We
refuse to continue paying for
somethhng we are not receiving
and will probably place the
money in & trust fund.”

Jordaan said a ecrisis control
centre had been started in the
area and was combating the
crune problem, but that funding
was no longer avalable for this

He said there was huge busi-
ness development around Sand-
ton City and Sunningill, yet Ri-
voma and other roads in those

he gld

areas, which were completely
lna,dequate for the mcreased
traffic, would not be upgraded

“There 1s no infrastructure
for the growing business sector
here and everything 1s going to
pot,” Jordaan said

Sandi{on town ireasurer Koos

Vos said budget cuts had been

made, but these cuts were nor-
mal and the budget was down
from RGO-mutlion last year to
R55-million this year

“We have had to prioritise
certain projects commled on
RDP prin¢iples, but to say that
services are on the verge of col-

lapse 1s & complete exaggera—l

tion,” Vos said.

A copy of the preliminary
budget for Sandtion revealed
that more than Ri-milhon was
avalleble for developing parks
and river trails, over R24-mil-
lion for the upgrading of roads,
mcluding Rivonia Road, and
R10,5-million for water 1ssues,
including the instaliation of
meters and reticulation of new
townshps.

(
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: By PATRICK MAFAFO

Residents of the middle-class
suburbs of Buecleuch and Kel
vin are up 1n arms over the
'Greater J ohannesburg Transi-
:tronal Metropolitan Counecil's

proposed 7 500-unit low-cost
_housing scheme 1n their area.

4 They accuse the council of
Hﬁmmﬁam ratepayers’ money
'“We are not against affordable
,housing development within our
:areas. It 1s the cost of such de-
velopments to satepayers that
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concerns us,” says Jim Powell,
a spokesman for the Ward 7
(Kelvin/Buecleuch) Community
Forum

The land 1n dispute is owned
by Wits Umversity The TMC
has a four-year option to buy
the property at a wznm of R25
million.

According to TMC councillor
and chairman of the TMC hous-
ing and urbantsation commitee,
Lindsay Bremner, no develop-
menti will take place on the
property without the full partici-
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pation of all stakeholders How-
ever, such participation would
have to take mto account past
social, racial and economme in-
justices,

In a lid to prove the TMC’s
folly, the residents coimnmis-
sioned a feasibility study by an
independent firm of town and
regional planners and land sur-
Veyors.

The study by Nichol Nathan-
son Parinership found the pro-
posal — prepared by the Prop-
erty Facilitatign,Group (PFG), a
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unit of the old Ceniral Wit-
watersrand Metropolitan Cham-
ber — to be “socially responsi-
ble, but lacking financial sound-
ness and economic feasibility”

In theory, the PFG’s plans for
for the 265ha, known as Fran-
kenwald, are admirable and so-
cially desirable

They seek to address the
housing ummnm of “bursting to
the seams” Alexandra resi-

F

dents « . -
Furthermore, they prz-ude for

1

joblopportunities closer to
home 153,5ha 1s designated for
housing, 24,07ha is dedicated to
Enﬁmﬁiﬁ 6ha for educational
use, 6ha for business/retail,
47.35ha for roads, 3,25ha for
naEE:EQ HmE::mm and
17,%4ha, for parklang.

bnaﬂ.&b@. to a land survey-
E.m certifficate, the size of the
m,ummwﬂgma site 18 290ha
Some 20% 1s taken up by pro-
Emn_m_ roads allowances, leav-
g a net area of 270ha for de-
qm_awﬁmﬁ Of these 270, somr~
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29ha are located within the
floodlines of the Jukske:r River,
a further 46 are made up of
land on which uncontroiled
dumping has taken place in the
past, and Sha of rock outcrops
which will be difficult to service
This would leave a net develop-
able area of about 190ha
The land surveyor’s findings
are supported by a geotechnical
evaluation by civil engineers
Lilherap Crutehfield

Their preliminary {indings
suggest large areas of decom-
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signs the transfer for

her council house, assisted by premier Toklyo Sexwale, MEC
for Housing Dan Mofokeng and Reverend Frank Chikane.

W Pic: TLADI KHUELE

set in motion wﬂ

By JEFFERSON LENGANE

THE 1990 Soweto Ac-
cord to transfer council
houses to tenants finally
came to fruition on Wed-
nesday with the official
opening of the Greater
Soweto Housing Trans-
fer Bureau.

The Accord had been
strengthened by the late
munister of Housing, Joe
Slovo At a housing sum-
mit in Boksburg last No-
vember Slove made a pu-
blic commitment to ex-
pedite transfer of hous-
ing to Gauteng province

The opening of the bu-
reau is the beginming of
the process to transfer

ownership of more than
160 000 state-financed
rented houses, of which
140 000 are in areas of
former black local auth-
orities The scheme will
include all racial groups
of Gauteng province who
have been renting council
houses.

Soweto Mayor Danny
Kekana described the
transfer as an *“achieve-
ment of the struggle™ and
pledged solidarity and
support for the scheme,

At the official opening
of the burean Sexwale
said, “Every year 40 000
new families enter the
housing market and one
has to see the transfer of

ants to owners

| Council house trans
S

b/€]9%

houses 1n the/ overail con-
text of econormic growth
and housing delivery ”

The national housing
backlog1s 1,5 million and
for Gauteng it 15 half a
million. The province is
implementing a number
of subsidy schemes to en-
sure that there is new
housing as well.

Holders of regulation
6 and 8 permits, and
council tenants under
regulation 7, who had not
yet acquired any formal
rights to claim owner-
ship, may submit claims
for transfer of houses
without any further pay.

“The Government has
given state financed

25

council dwellings which
they occupy at discounts
of up to R7 500 If the
historic listed selling
price 18 R7 500 or less,
the tenant will get own-
ership for the property
without making any fur-
ther payment. If the
price 1s higher, he or she
wiil remain liable for the
balance, which may be
paid 1n easy instal-
ments,’’ Mofokeng
explained

Enquiries on the trans-
fer may be made at the
bureau’s offices at New
Gate House in Bree
Street, or on toll-free
phone number 080 111
4886



M BY BONGIWE MLANGENI
HOUSING REPORTER

Organsations seeking affordable
housing for the homeless m Jo-
hannesburg’'s ecity centre are
struggling to secure reasonably
priced bulldings

Several empty buildings have
been considered for use as shel-
ters for the homeless

Most of the empty blocks are
dilapidated but, despite their
condition, owners msist on a
lngh price

This 1s the case with the build-
mgs occupied by members of the
Seven Buildings Project, who
have been trying to buy their
rented flats with the help of a
government subsidy

Renovate

A developer working with the
tenants who tried to buy the
seven buildings had to fight for
an affordable price agamst the
owner's — I most mstances ex-
orbitant - prices

The blocks had been neglect-
ed for years but tenants were
willing to renovate them once
they gained ownership

After more than four years
spent {rymng to acquwe the flats,
members of the Seven Buldings
Project were still not sure of
thelr fate

The Greater Johannesburg
Transihional Metropolitan Coun-
el 1s also mvestigating the possy-
bility of converting certain buld-
ings mto homes for the home-

1)

Battle to find cheap flats

for homeless in inner cit
" G dan d

JRA)

less, according fo acting town
clerk Stan Verrier

He said 1t would be possible to
convert empty buildings into
shelters only m cases where the
owner was wilhng to sell at an
affordable rate

“For this reason the empty
buildings considered by the
council for conversion mto shel-
ters are mostly owned by the
Government

Johannesburg Tenants’ Asso-
clation spokesman Moses Ma-
shoeshoe said Jeta could not un-
derstand how so many people
could go homeless 1 the city
whule buildings stood empty

In the inner city there are
about six unoccupled residential
buildings, a Transnet building
and one owned by Wits Techni-
kon,

Last year Jota mvaded sev-
eral bulldings which were stand-
mg empty in an effort to high-
hoht the need for housing i the
inner city.

Verrier saxd there had been
difheulty locating owners who
had disappeared and accumu-
lated arrears

Residential buildings that are
empty at present mclude Cla-
ridge Court in Joubert Park, Mil-
ton Court in Pritchard Street,
Queens Court 1n Bree Street,
Tinbrow 1 Wanderers Street
and the Ambassador mn Von
Wielligh Street, i

The council 15 reviewing legis-
lation to pin down evasive land-
lords,
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A better home |t Wosloorus hostel;resudents have already moved into 2 000 upgrad-
ed units which provide mare prwac’y and a healthier environment. The units will be
converted to family units in the “futﬁ;ﬁf

*:.

Projee

M BY BONGIWE MLANGENI
HOUSING REPORTER

Spacious painted rooms and sep-
arate tolets and bathrooms have
replaced the decrepit units at
the Vosloorus hostel, which 1s re-
ceiving.a R90-mulhon revamp.

About 2 000 units have al-
ready been upgraded at the Vos-
loorus Ngum and Sotho section,
and 3 000 more are expected to
be fimshed before the end next
year

The upgrading of East Rand
hostels, which includes Ehlan-
zem hostel m Tembisa, is part of
a renewal project which has
been allocated about R3-billon,
said Settlement Dynamics man-
ager Mike Morkel yesterday

Settlement Dynamics has been
appomted to co-ordinate the
RDP lead projects in Gauteng

Morkel said the renewal of the
East Rand did not only involve
the upgradng of houses “It also
mvolves establishing a safe and
secure environment by normahs-

_.f!-J‘

ect to upgrade East Ran
hosteléﬁpi'ogressmg Weﬂ 2 51

ing pohde force services and 1m-
proving engmeermg facilities
such as water and sewarage
systems "

Afmean Life Homes (ALH) was
awarded the contract to upgrade
the hostels It started work be-
fore the 1994 elections and 15 ex-
pecting to fimsh m 1996

ALH general manager Rob
Newberry saxd the project has
provided employment for local
residents and mvolved consulta-
tion with cvic leaders, local gov-
ernment structures and the Gau-
teng government

A temporary college has been
set up to provide brick-laymg
and plasterning skills to unskilled
labourers and mprove the per-
formance of already skilled arti-
sans In the area.

The Katorus housmg project
incliies the upgrading and relo-
eation of informal settlements,
repairing and redeveloping
houses destroyed during vio-
lence, improving rental condi-
tions and providing access to
services for sub-tenants

PICTURE THYS DULLAART

8%‘

or resldents of Vosloorus
hostel's revamped umts, over-
crowding, blocked toilets and
lack of pnvacy are a thing of the
past

The umis have been converted
mto spaciows homes which ac-
commodate from four to 12 res:-
dents as opposed to 32 in the
past

Prvate tolets have replaced
the communal facihities which
had been shared by both males
and females and the walls have
been plastered and repainted

Electreity, ceillings, runmng
water, new stoves, kitchen and
proper dinning rooms have also
been mstalled.

Vosloorus Hostel Residents
Association chairman John
Buthelezi said the association
was expecting another R50-mul-
lion for upgrading promised~by
the Gauteng government

“This project was m place be-
fore the new government took
power and we still need to see
their contrmbution as there is
more to be done,” he said
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IGNIFICANT PROGRESS has been
s, made 1n upgrading crowded
o Y hostels into famuly units on the
WAES” East Rand, says African Life
EcEmm general manager Rob Newberry
He was addressing a media contin-
gent, as well as Gauteng housing chief
director Ms Mpumu Nxumalo-Nhlapo,
during a visit to a hostel 1n Vosloorus
yesterday
Newberry said four blocks, upgraded
from crowded 16-bed umits to 12-bed
umts (two beds to a room) and catering
for about 2 000 people, had been com-
pleted at the Ngumi hostel 1n Vosloorus,
which has a total’of 6 000.beds -

- e LY
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There had beer-stmlar progress at
the :mmhg Sotho hostel and work was to

~ start at hostels i the Katlehong-

1i|l||l

NCL vﬁw\ﬂ

Family units have running water,
electricity, stoves and afford privacy

Thokoza-Volsoorus {(Kathorus) area
“We will also upgrade other blocks

into four- and six-bed family vnits to
1Improve privacy as more people bring
thewr famulies here”

Newberry said the upgrading — a
National Housing Forum inihative -
began shortly before last year’s general
elections

The upgrading was expected to be
completed by January

He satd this was just a small part of
the presidential project involving Katho-

rus Houses damaged in violence before
the elections would also be renovated

Other work included secunty man-
agement, involving the mstallation of a
SOS telephone system and satellite
police stations within easy reach of com-
mumties throughout Kathorus

Social services would also be
improved

Newberry said hostel residents were
consulted before work was begun .

“On average, employment has been
provided for 10 per cent of residenis

= T ——

Formerly dejected and demorahised,
these labourers have regained their sense
of pride and responsibihty” Newberry
said s company had established a tem-
porary college to train unskilled labour
1n bricklaying and plastenng

The renovations mncluded the
replacement of former communal facili-
ties Walls were being replastered and
repainted, ceilings added, electnfication
upgraded, runmng water wstalled and
new stoves, kitchen and dining equip-
ment fitted

Residents fear the upgrading wall
attract people, leading to overcrowding

Residents pay R20 a month for a bed
and all services and facilities Officials
believe the upgrading costs amount to
more than R85 abed — Sapa
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Soweto stand

bll]ll} § will be
lé%%%ar ised

duduzn ka Harvey

SOME Soweto residents
may see adjustments on
their service accounts with-
1n the next month or two, as
a result of the new umfnrm
tariff system approved by
the greater Johannesburg
transitional metropolitan
council earher this year
The tariff structure will
be based on stand sizes and |

a sliding scale In Soweto,
80% of stands are less than
the mmmmum stand size of
300m?, to which the mn-
mum tariff applies For So-
weto residents, this rose
from R45 to Rsl in June,

Although township estab-
lishment had been complet-
ed 1n most areas of Soweto,
there were areas where I
handwritten information
needed to be verified before |
bemg computerised

Western metropolitan
substructure chairman So-
phie Masite said a further
problem was that during

township establishment, a
large number of erven re-
celved new numbers

Where iwo houses or
semi-detached houses were
situated on one stand, the
first retamed the ungmal
erf number and the second
received a new number

The process of computer-
ising -this information and
changing erf numbers to
street numbers had not
been finalised

TMC executive commut-
tee chairman Collin Matyila
saild the committee had
agreed to a short-term so-
lution so as not to delay the
process of hilling 1n Soweto.

All the residential prop- |
erites, excluding flats,
would be billed as having a
stand - size of less' than

+300m? and the computer:-
satmn of the proper bllhng
would be completed as'soon

as possible a*

- Sl'l:uj;‘T new accounts’ would
reflect a statement indicat-
ing that it was provisional-
ly billed at a mimmum
stand size of 3[}[lm‘ and the
account would be adjusted

1] -as soon as all mfnrmatmn
» furegarding the actual stand
~8ize’ was available




" I BY CHERYL HUNTER
CITY REPORTER

| Water delivery systems i Great-
er Soweto have been allowed to
fail mnto disrepar and will cost
muihons to fix or replace, accord-
1ng to a report submitted to
the Johannesburg Metropolitan
Council’s executive commuttee

Deputy city engineer for
Soweto Rodney Nay confirmed
yesterday that services i Sowe-
| to were 1n desperate need of ex-

tensive repairs

According to the report, nu-
merous complaints are bemng re-
ceived from Soweto residents

W BY LORNA ZOKUFA
| CITY REPORTER

The Johannesbhurg admmistra-
tion has come under fire from
| people who feel that the current
walter restrictions are not being
adhered to by the council

Angry shop owner Mohammed
Seedat said that a water pipe
had burst near his shop m Jeppe
Street on Wednesday evening,

who are without water, particu-
larly over weekends, because of
reticulation systems which need
reparing, a lack of resources,
sabotage ‘of the system and the
mtimdation of contractors

The water complaints average
between 20 and 30 a day and the
present backlog 1s 241 Com-
plaints inelude burst water
pipes, broken water meters, lack
of water and broken valves

The report, which recom-
mends that a task group mvests-
gate the problem and that tend-
ers be offered for the repair of
the systems, said the majorty of
water and sewerage hines in the
area were badly designed and

yet by mud-mornmg yesterday,
the council had not yet sent
someone to repair it

“l have been trying to call
them the whole day, and I am
jusi bemng transferred from one
person to another Nobedy wants
to histen to my complaint about
the waste of water,” he said

Seedat said the pipe had been
damaged by councll workmen
who were upgrading the pave-

"
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beyond themr useful life

Most of the orgmal steel prpes
had been badly corroded and
could no longer deliver water at
the necessary pressure

At least 310k of secondary
mains and 31 000 connections
needed to be upgraded at an es-
tumated cost of R80-milhon, while
about 50km of primary water
mains had to be fixed at an es-
timated cost of R50-milhon

Nay said the budget for ser-
vices In SﬂWEtU had been con-
trolled on a “no money i, no
work done” basis for many years
and only now was a budget
avallable to do the necessary
work It was time for the commu-

Council accused of not obeying own restrictions

ment next 1o lus shop

Another person called The
Star saymg he had seen roads
and works department workers
washing down a newly laid brick
pavement with a hosepipe

"It 18 so unfar that they can
waste water and get away with
It while we have to adhere to the
water resiretions,” he sad

Director of Water and Gas
George Keay said his depart-

ey ep—

nty™o get ‘hg}lved by repnrtmg‘
problems to the authorities,

Nay said contiract workers
often refused to tender for work
i Soweto because of inhmida-
tion by residents, and he was
considermg setting up a wllage
system with co-ordinators to
gurde workers to pmblem sites

He said these co-ordinatprs
could be offered a retamer to re-
port system problems on their
block and assist workers

A toll-free customer care lhne
has been established to receive
complamnts and 18 manned seven
days a week from 7am to 9pm
Soweto residents can call 0801-
11-6264 to report problems

ment dealt with all the com-
plaints recerved

“People should be sure that
they are dialiing the correct
number for complaints and
emergencles,” he said ?.

Keay said the building indus-
fry usually had a vald reason
for using water

WCall (011) 403-2626 to report
any emergencies
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| Accounts for

services to

' be adjusted

7

B CITY REPORTER
e (el 78

The mifdduction o orm far-
iffs and a new, computerised bill-
ing system wiil result in adjust-
ments on the service accounts of
Soweto residents, the Greater
Johannesburg Transitional Met-
ropolitan Council (TMC) warned
yesterday.

The changes are expected
within the next two months

“The new tariff structure 1s
based on stand sizes and a slid-
g scale 1s apphecable In the
Soweto area, approxamately 80%

F

of stands are less than the mini- |

mum stand size of 300sqm ap- )

plcable to the mummum tanff,”
said Greater Soweto (Western

Metropolitan -Substructure) ex- |

ecutive committee charman i50-
phie Masite
“Although township establish-

| ment has been completed 1n

most of the area, there are shill
some outstanding areas Most of
this information, although avail-
able, 1s handwritten and needs
to be checked and verfied be-
fore being computerised,” she
sald, adding many eryen re-
cerved new numbers during this
process This process of compu-
terismg information and”chang-
mg erf numbers to street num-
bers had not yet been finalised
Masite said all Soweto ac-
counts would reflect the provi-
sional billing at the minimum
stand size and would be adjust-
ed as soon as all the mformation
regarding the actual stand size
was available o
According to TMC' executive
commuttee chairman Colin Mat-
jila, the commttee has agreed
on a short-term solution in order
not to delay the billing process
m the township “All residential
propérties, excluding flats, will
be bitled*as if the stand size 1s,
less than 300sq m,” he said *

;
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| BY NIKKI WHITFIELD

Everyone’ knows Gauteng has to
cut down on its water consump-
tion, but the department of
water and gas believes this can-
not he said often enough

The department has made a
video outlining how to save
water, which wiil be shown to
schools and other public bodies
And a pamphlet explaining what
to do and what not to do will
soon be placed m posthoxes

Each household 15 urged to
cut usage by 30% A quota will
be calculated by tallying con-
sumption from July 1 1994 to
June 30 1995 and diwnding it by
12 to pet a monthly average A
quota 1s derved by allowing 70%
of the monthly average. For ex-
ample, if a household has an av-
erage monthily consumption of
30Kl, its quoia will be 70% of
30kl, which equals 21ki

If a household with a quota of
21Kkl uses 33Kkl one mnnth the
bill 1s worked out as follows
M 0-10kl' R12 (at R1,20/k1).
i 10-20KkL R17 (at R1,70/k])
W 20-33kl. R29,90 (at R2,30/k1)

N urma]ly, the total would have

be charged for the exira 12kl
(R3,75 wﬂl be charged for every
kilohtre over the quota). So the
total will be R103,90 (the “nor-
mal” bill plus the fine)

People will also be fined 1if
caught usmg water ilegally

A mimmum quota of 20kl has
been laid down in households
within the Greater Johannes-
burg area Some households’ av-
erage monthly consumption
might be worked out as being
only 25kl Seventy percent of this
1S nnly 17,6k], but this does not
mean that will be the house-
hold’s quota, which will be 20k,

Wally Papendorf, deputy di-
rector of water and gas, ex-
plamned why “People who have
been wasting water over the
past year, or people who have
large families, will have & higher
quota when 1t 158 worked out by
judging how much water has
been used over the past year.,

“Taking 30% off these totals
will therefore give these people a
higher quota than those who've
used water frugally. So a mini-
mum quota of 20kl was mitro-

duced to make it a little fairer.” N

A
All the ins and outs of

e LA Shrcture
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# BY NIXK! WHITFIELD
CONSUMER REPORTER

Water, water, nowhere And
00N, Not a drop 10 Grinh.

As soon, 1 fact, as the end of
next winter — uniess our
parched land 1s blessed with
abundant summer rains, and we
all do our bit to save water
The Vaal Dam 1s now down to
13% capacity and 1% 1s lost
through evaporation every week

A famly of [ive uses about
1 0001 of water every day, equiv-
alent to 100 full buckets But
that much 1s really not neces-
sary A day in the bie of a water-
conserous Joe So0ap would mean.
! Joe wakes up and goes to the
i kitchen to fill the kettle, then
goes to shave He puts the plug
mn the basin immediately — he
doesn’t wait for the water to
heat up belore stoppmg the hole
He doesn’t brush his teeth with
the tap on, erther. (Leaving a tap
runmng while domg something
as quck and simple as brushing

L] ._.?#ut«w.ﬂ.. I %h”ﬁﬁr&”“ﬁ.ﬂﬂ!ﬂi ....Mnu_,s D edimeirlr sy o o
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I's soeasytob
thrifty consume

your teeth can waste about 5! )

Then he showers, but times
himseif en s waterproof wateh
He's out of there before {our m-
nuies is up A long shower, he
knows, can waste over 2001
Some mornmngs he baths 1a-
stead, but only fills the tub half
full, saving 8l. A fuil bath takes
about 1201

When .he goes to the loo, he
depresses the handle long
enough oniy to get md of what is
in the bowl. He has already bent
the bal! valve arm mside the cis-
tern to adjust the amount of
water rushing 1n after each
flush A full-cistern flush uses
11] -

Twice a week, from 5pm to
/pm, he waters his garden, but
not with a sprinkler attached to
2 hose He makes tse of his irm-
gation system — he has a micro-
mist drip system — but he has
adjusted it to ensure t waters
only the plants and not the lawn.

Joe tops up lus swimming pool

&

4146

only when'absolutely necessary

When he washes his car, he
uses two buckets full of water —
one for cleaning and one for
rinsing This saves about 10L

Joe uses his washing machine
only when he has a full Joad. A
washing machine uses 1501 of
water for every load. Simularly,
he makes sure s dishwasher is
choc-a-block before pressing the
“on” button, or he washes up 1n
a sk only haif-full.

Every day he checks his water
meter and plots lus daily house-
hold consumption on a graph
When checking s meter, he
takes particular note of the little
black star wheel under the strip
giving the consumption figure

If the wheel is turning, he
knows he has a problem -
there 1s a leak somewhere and
he must eall a plumber He also
makes sure he has no dripping
taps — one that dmps every sec-
ond wastes up to 30! a day

Joe has managed to cut down
household consumption by 30%.

S
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WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH A 20 ki (20 000 litres)

WATER ALLOWANCE IN A 30-DAY MONTH

Based on a family of 2 adults and 2 chitdren The aduits would each shower every day, and the children would share a
bath This 15 a family with 2 cars

A washing machineload a day,

A 2-litre kettle, filled 10 times using 150 ltres a wash

a day = 20 litres a day

day = 120 litres a day '255%30= um.m, litres

J20x30=3600litres |

.

N
b
v o

2% Amin st owers ung.60
itres a shov-y =120 Ireg g d 5y

150 x 30 = 4 500 litres

20 x 30 = 600 litres

ie 2X rP__qw buckets per car fﬁmmz.

; washing 2 cars once a wee
D ooy oo lteperueek
<7 110 x30=3 300 litres  40x 4 weeks = 160 litres

Washing up water using
. &5,50tresaday [«
120 htres a bath at 1 bath a 1

wah

=475 oy ot water tow -for

N

£

120 x H.W.W%W 640 Iitres Tt thegarden, Blithe e vl
= i : ._ql..__....
3 "
-+ r -
Doapg, mum .. s " ) ) L LIV o =k
y IR ComRrg
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Angefr feqr as crime escalates ;.

M BY ANNA COX

Angry residents of Johan-
nesburg’s north-eastern
suburbs have threatened
a rates boycoit following
the shooting of four pec-
ple 1n the area since
Monday

Resideats have given
ihe Greater Johannes-
burg Transitional Cham-
ber and the Gauteng Leg-
1slature a month to
reduce crume In the areas
surrounding Alexandra,
failmg which a rates boy-
cott will be called

The decision was
adopted unanumously at
the Sandrngham Com-
munity Police Forum
(SCPF) meeting on Wed-
nesday mght and it was
agreed that every suburb
surrounding Alexandra,
meluding Sandton, would
be asked to jomn the boy-
cott

On Monday 18-year-old
Clinton Fuchs was shot
in the head 1n an al-

w

tempted hijacking in
Glenhazel On Wednes-
day Bentley Cook of Lom-
bardy West was shot 1n
the stomach when four
armed men surrounded
him at the entrance to hus
home in Cambndge Road
and stole hus car

And at a hardware
store m Bramley Gardens
the owmner and his son
were shot by robbers
when they resisted an at-
tack.

SCPF chairman Leon
Chapman said residents
had had enough He sad
the cold-blooded shooting
of Fuchs on Monday
mght m Glenhazel would
lead many wealthy fami-
les m the northern sub-
urbs to once agam con-
sider emigration

Chapman said he had
found out the GJTMC
was considering remov-
ing certain barriers
placed to close off certain
access roads to Alexan-
dra n Bramiey View and
Kew which residents

Suburbs Want
rates boymog;t

wanied to keep closed

‘‘We are angry and
scared and feel we are
recerving no support from
GJTMC officials who are
now attempting to re-
move barriers without
consultation with the res-
1dents, We found out by
pure chance yet not one
person lLiving in these
suburhs was consulted

“We feel the officials
are not actng on our be-
half but on that of the
crimmnals Police officials
support us on Keepmg
the roads closed because
hijackings have dropped
since the roads were
closed,” he said

Chapman said the
crme rate was unaccept-
ably high with 10 hnpack-
mngs reported since the
begmning of August.

As a last resgrt, Chap-
man said the nurtheast-
ern suburbs would ask
for “refugee status” and
declare themselves mde-
pendent from the rest of
the TMC area




Court upholds council’s sale oﬁ and 1n )%ezx

By CHIARA CARTER

A LANDMARK court ruling this
week resolved a 10-year dispute
over land ownership in Alexandra,
| outside Johanneshurg.

On Friday, the Rand Supreme
Court upheld the Alexandra coun-
cil’s sale of expropriated land to
individual owners but ruled that
the rights of the legal tenants could
not be violated.

Lesley Sithole, Richmond Manzi
and Ruth Dladla had asked the
court to strike down the sale of
land by the council.

The ease brought to a head a dis-
pute which dates back to 1963 when
laws known as the Alexandra Reg-
ulations paved the way for the ex-

ropriation of freechold property
geln to black owners and the
introductinn of a permit system.

Despite the expropriations,
many property owners refused to
move and became council tenants
who had to apply for permts to
live and work in the area

In 1979, the Alexandra Reprieve
reversed these regulations. But it

was only in 1996 that the authorl
ties decided to upgrade Alexandra
and the council began to sell the
expropriated land back to the com-
munity

Three groups qualified to buy:
former owners living on their
properties, caretakers placed
there by the former owners, and
long-standing tenants. There were
more than 340 sales before the pro-
cess was stopped by a challenge
from the Alexandra Civie Organi-
sation, represented by the Legal
Resources Centre

e

that the permit system gave peo-
ple the indefinite right tn live n
Alexandra as tenants and the sale
of the property on which they lived
was therefore invalid. This was op-
posed by the Alexandra Land and
Property Owners’ Association.
This week’s ruling safeguards
the rights of the purchasers of the
343 council properties. At the same
time, the dwindling number of
statutory tenants can remam in
their homes and muast pay rent set
by the council.

ey




- —-‘I
| Irate m

New Environment A

M BY ANITA ALLEN
SCIENCE WRITER

A new Environment Act can be
mn place early in 1997 only, ac-
cording to an ambitious time-
table accepted at the Consulta-
tive Conference on Environment
Policy, which ended 1n Johannes-
burg on Friday

The historic forum at Nasrec
was the first fime that various
sectors i South Afrca were 1n-
volved In the process of framing
environmental legislation

Over two days, sober-suited
men of government, industry and
busmess debated 1ssues with a
much more casual crowd repre-

senting grassroots organisations

and communities

Their task was to reach
agreement on the process that
should be followed to ensure
that every South African was
given the opportunity to have a
say 1n framing environmental
legislation

At the close of the conference,
delegates resolved to return to
their constituencies and to m-
mediately set up forums at pro-
vinctal and local levels Reports
from the various workshops
would be circulated and discus-
sed A task team would also
compile an imtial Green Paper
which would be passed on to deil-
egates by October

Policeman

' | Industry does its bit b}r Em
tound dead | = eenﬁdent tha tf 'et t
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would be passed on to the task Caty 1
team by February next year | . 1ty |
These would be synthesised 1n to t;:g;sem
a draft Green Paper by March. A | o/ n €
second round of consultation pteml
until July would follow, so that a Eatéﬂgf]
draft White Paper could be ince
ready by November and hopeful- They
ly, by early m 1997, the new leg- | deadin
islation would be passed by Par- | Cause u
hament ly mter

At the closing plenary, dele- | onstrati__
gates supported a proposal by Most
Environment Minister Dawie de | Streetb
Villlers for a newly constituted | zudenk-
18-member Counecil of Environ- | duced i
ment to advise him in the nter-, | sections
im period until the new Act was | one opel
passed. - Most
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stalling plants e.nd proce-

The body of Assistant-
Constable Jacob Maboe
(30 ) was found n Evaton
in the Vaal Tnangle yes-
terday with stab wounds
in the chest and neck,
said police spokesman
Lieutenant-Colonel Piet
van Deventer

Maboe was & member
of the Vaal Triangle po-
lice dog umnit.

The motive for the at-

tack i1s unknown No ar-
rests have been made —

Sapa.

Private businesses were
turming 1ncreasingly to
water recycling as the
campaign to save water

ed momentum, a Jo-
hanne-burg Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
survey revealed.

But recyecling, the
chamber said, could lead
to hugher prices for pro-
ducts 1n some mdustrmes

JCCI chief executive
Mars de Jager said the
busitess community was

quired water savings
could be achieved

He said the majority of
businesses In the mdus-
trial sector were waiting
for official notification of
their water conswmnphion
quotas to fully assess the
contmbution they could
make to conserve waier

The quotas would be
clearly indicated on ther
next accounts, he added

De Jager said that In
the botthng and glass
manufacturing sectors
companies were looking

— - - —

dures that would recycle
much of the water used
in the production pro-
Cess.

“It is unhkely, though,
that the cost oi these
modiftcations could be
absorbed, and they may

translate 1to higher

prices for consuiners.

“Businesses are urged
to take careful note of
those quotas so that the
maximum saving of water
can be achteved,” he
said

| L T
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BY BONGIWE MLANGEN!
HOUSING REPORTER

Some of J ohannesburg’s homeless youths
and rehabilitated crunals have paved

o4 the construction mdustry,
building the first Jow-cost, 1mner-city

with fitted bathroom and carpets, are
ajmed at low-Income earners who q
for a government housing subsidy.

The houses form part of a renewal
strategy which was {nitiated by the Foun-
dation for Education with Production
(Fep) and the Natonal Youth Service Ini-

tiatve.
Fep project manager Ahmed Moonda
said their aum was 10 rebuild the area and

develop the communtty.

Moonda said they would also be im-
proving a park in the neighbourhood.
About R600 000 received from the

Johannesburg Council has been
and

Building a community . . . Thami
Mndaweni. PICTURE NATASHA PINCUS

of my de sﬁnégfmaﬂég.lﬁ

I'm in control

roofs over heads

Moonda said that to 