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HE gx cek unver
led 1ts long-awaited dralt bill to
bring the working conditions

of farmworkers in line with the rest of

the countey  C{frsr 3“}:25 '

The working documenl on tie ex-
tension of the l:abour Relabions Act
“!a:y:;hjm.h:[, ¥ Farmworkers under the
Basie:Coniditions of Employment Act
nf{l?% 15 expected to bring about far
reaching changes in the farming
industry

In terms of the proposals, chld
labour (15 years and under) at the
farms 15 effectively ehiminated, farm-
workers are entitled to umonisation
and collecive bargaiming, female
workers are cntitled to matermity
lcave, working hours are prescribed
and wages determned

The sweeping changes Lhe govern-
ment proposes are hkely to overhaul
the lot of Tarmworkers - generally
regarded as the most underpaid, over-
worked and exploited employees 1n
the country

But, as changes bepin to take effect,
the government and trade unmon leder-
ations such as Cosatu and Naclu
could find themselves on a collision
course with the powerful SA Agricul-
tural Umion which 1s opposed to any
changes in the mdustry

A month ago when the government
announced that it was considening ex-
tending the Labour Relations Act to
farmworkers, the agricultural umon
cxpressed 1ts opposition to the envis-
aged proposals, saying they were “un-
workable™ and that the lepislation
would not take nto account the
“umque” circumstances of agncul-
ture

IFarmers’ representatives subsequ-
ently met State President FW  de
Klerk and Manpower Mnster Leon
Wessels to cxpress dissatisfaction that
there were no proper consultations
with farmers on the implicattons of
the Act

To counter the swelling opposttion
to the envisaped legisiation, Wessels
proposed Further discussions on the
15SUC

Farmers have until the end ol Feb-

ruary to subput ¢ nts_to the gov-
ernment Is-'LlfD .

Among th griantprovisions of
the Act 15 the establishment of a
special labour court to hslen to dis-
putes between the employer and em-
ployee and the appointment of ispec-
tors 0 momitor the farmworkers’
working conditions

If this draflt Bifl becomes law carly
next year as scems hkely, 1t will be an
offence for an employer lo hinder an
tnspector 1n the execution of his du-
tics It will also be an offence for an
employer to dispiss or alter the ser-
vice condittons of a worker if such an
employee has given evidence to an
ispector

Farmworkers will in future have the
right to belong to trade unions and will
also have the night to participate tn
the union’s activities It will be an
offence for an employer to prohibit an
employee from participation in unton
activitics

Farmworkers will alse be entitled to
annual leave and sick leave They are
also entitled to lunch penods while
female workers will enjoy the night to
maternity lcave Interms of materaity
leave, a female worker 1s not allowed
to work lour weeks prior to her con
finement and cight weeks after giving
birth

The summary dismissal of farm-
workers which 1s common practice on
the farms 15 prolmbited and in future,
if a worker wants to terminate lus
services, the farmer cannot keep him
agamst lus will However, the worker
1$ expecled to scrve notice

Farmworkers will also enjoy all
public hohdays as paxd hohdays and
working on Sunday will be considered
overtime

Cosatu has played an important
role in drafang the working docu
tnent Nactu says the proposed legisa-
tion 15 long overdue and has rejected
farmers’ demands that they be
cxempted from industnial courts n
cascs of disputes with workers

While the gencrat thrust of the
praposals 1s to bring about cnhight-
encd labour relations on farms, the
expected opposition from the farmers
could turn these areas into battle-
fields
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- Nactu suggests new taxes
 INSTE AD of shitung the tax bur-
: den o the poor by increasing Valne
- Added Tax, the vovernment conld
introduce af least gight other tanes to
raise revenoe, <sugeests e Natinnal
Coandil of Trade Umons m a4 report
preparad by the Labour Research
 SLEVICE. ,
-« The repoet willsers e as Nactu pol-
oy at the Natonal Economic Forum
meehmr next weeh,

- Fhe federation sapgests the pov-
Ernmt:n{ tax pension fond confrabu-
L ions and troduce progrossne!

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

LAB IEFS
JLL_E
proporiyeaes, ruraf langd taves, n |
mintmurn buamc&.s tax, & capstal |
framsfer tay, ncapual gans tas and a §
fax on interest carned by engrants
The goveroment should alo ediatro-
duce the tax on devidends, ;
Thest, together with the propased
nort.c e the (el leyy anneuuced
this week and the lusury tax mten-
duced last year, could rarne R15,4-
hilhon Intcreasing Y AT to 13 percen
wilt only raise Ro-infhon.
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appointment of black executives:

By Mathatha Tsedu
Investigations Editor m 43

@ HE BATTLF for the restryc-
tanng of the South Afn-
can Bmadt.asnng Corpo-
fation (SABC) has taken a
EW lurn with the recent
Promotion of black execy-

lives

ness 1o editor of CCV'g Newslme, the
ANC and liberg] Newspapers have come
Out 1n opposition to the cntire procesg

Mwasa members a Newslime have
SNt petitions 1o management Opposing
Mashokwe’s appomtment, saymng he
was a bully and difficy) 0 work with

They said severa] workers under
Mashokwe at Busimess had to elther
TeSign or change jobs to avosd his wrath

Mashokwe hag demed this and allega-
tions that he had vowed to“cleanup” the
department

“Thave no ntention of Cleaning up a
Clean place If there 1S anything that
deserves cleamingup, Ican assure every-
one that I wil] do g0

“But there 15 ng TCason fo worry as |
have no mntention of carrying out any
vendetta against anyone,” Mashokwe
sard

Mashokwe’s appointment 15 sti] a

matter of discussion between Mwasa
andthe SABC 'I’hBSABChasrefused Ty

But ANC spokeswornan M;sg Giil
Marcus said the ANCwas Opposedto the
Promotions altogether ag these pre-
empted the obvioys restructuning that
Must take place when g new board s
appointed by the end of March

Marcus said the ANC was not fight-

g individual promotigns but the prin-
ciple itself

Butinherent in the battle that has now
engulfed Mashokwe and WO other ap-
PoIntees 1s the battle for the contro] of
the new hoard which must replace the
present one by end of March

Atthecentre of this battle s the newly
Crealed Campaign for Independent
Bmadcasung (CIB), the bramchild of
the Campaign for Open Media (COM)

The CIB has ag 15 basic aim 1o replace
the Nationa] Party-appomnted SABC
board with g politically non-aligned
board appointed by a group of eminen
PETSONS who 1n turn are chosen by two
Judges

COM hag Proposed that the twyg
“Codesa judges”, Ismail Mohameq and
Judge Scharbot, be appointed to chogse
the panel of Cmunent persons, COM
chairman, My Raymond Louw, ga1q

But their involvement 1n Codesg has
ahenated them from SOme segments of
the black Community, such as the
Azanian People’s Orgamsation (Azapo)
and the Pan African;st Congress (PAC),
that have shunped the Codesatalk show

accede to the demands of the workers, Iromically, CIB has appomnted well- ANC’s €x-Radio Freedom announcers Mem on the basis of hyg managenal
Saymng Mashokwe 15 5 competent per-  known ANC actyyist Barbara Hogan as  ang the print media, a source within CIB Louw denied that Hogan’s appoin- Style, while the ANC and liberals blast
son 1S co-ordinator, leading to questions of confirmed Ment meant that the CIB wag slanted g Promotion for polical reagong
Mwasg Seécrefary general Mr hnwindependentthmracnnnswnuldbe This has raiseqd objections from politically and sard she was no longeran There are Mmany who argue that the
Sthembele Khala sarg should the SABC Also, CIB 5 Presently putting t0- M wasa members at the SABC Who feel  office bearer of the ANC Iiberal fringe woulg Iike Mashokwe’s
decide to ride roughshod over the feel- getherapmgraimne that will cost about the CIB trainees would pe political ap- “Our preference would be that we nval, Mr Pekwane Mashiiwane, to be

Ingsof workers, the umon Woulddeclare  R700 000 1o trarn people from outgide pontees and outsiders broughtintolord have people who do not belong to any appotnted to head Newsime < mply be-
a dispute which could develop nto ap the SABC for specific senior appomnt- 1t over them 1z the nhame of restructyy- Orgamsation but 1n thg country, nght causc he 1s percerved to e less capable

eventual strike MENS 1 vanocus SARC departments ng oW, that 1s not possible,” Louw said But many are apprehensive that 1y
But Louw said (he tramees would And Mashokwe, g capable and fear.

Mwasa has not taken issue with after a new sovernment and board takes may end up ag replacing one set of
Mashokwe's alleged politicaj affilia-  over merely be “available” and noi automanc less yournalist, 15 now Caught 1n a batile political appointees with another
tions and 1s only fighting him o the The trainees will be drawn from the appointees as the CIR would notappoint  m which Mwasa objects to his dppount- .




Gripe is withdrawn

B Members said Mashokwe was a bully:

By Mathatha Tsedu (/43 @ )

THE MEDIA Workers Assocration of South Afnca on
Tuesday withdrew its objection to the appaintment of Mr
Leshe Mashokoe as head of CCV’s Newsline.

Mwasa secretary general Mr Sthembele Khala said they
had decided that the objections be ‘addressed between its
members and Mashokwe directly.

Mwasa members at Newsline had signed a petition
alleging that Mashokwe wasabully . - -

The matter was handled through the gnevance proce-
dures contained 1 the recognition agreement between the
SABCand Mwasa  Spuvefe zzirL 95

A relieved Mashokwe said “I am only h , with
many faults, and 1f there are things I do that are wrong 1t is
only fair that they be pointed out.”

Mashokwe was promoted from deputy editor of Busi-
ness to head of Newsline above former head Mr Pekwane

Mashilwane *See Page 7
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Toontdwn, Olsneyland’s newast attraction désigried
Ansheim, California, opens today with various animated attractions.

AN ANC-LED cabal had hijacked the re-
cently formed Campaign for Independent
Broadeasting (CIB), umon federation
Nactu charged yesterday .

Nactu spokesman Mudini Maivha said
his organisation was concerped at the
growing role political organisations were
playmng in the uam%f gn aimed at restruc-
turing the SABC £/ D 26(1]92

Maivha said Nactu, which was a mens
her of the CIB and the Campaign for Open
Media, was of the cpinzon that 3 key role in
a programme to resiructure the corpora-
tion should be piayea by the trade umons
and civic organizations, rather than by
political organisations,

There was “no logie” 1n having represen-
tatives from political orgamsations 1p the
CIB’s co-ordinating committee if the cam-
paign’s professed aim was to depoliticise
the SABC. - ‘

The appointment of members of polit1-
cal organisations to top positions in the
CIB was tantamount to importing mto the
CIB the frictions which existed at present
1n the communitres

ANC official Barbara Hogan was recent-
ly appointed co-ordinator of the CIB.

CIB co-leader Raymond Louw dented
any political organisation had hijacked the
campaign. In fact, the political organisa-
tions 1n the campaign — the ANC and the
DP - had adopted the CIB's proposals on
restructuring the SABC.

-2 1. 11
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# %o rojuvenate the theme park in
Picture AP

Of Hogan’s appointment, Louw said 1t
had the blessing of the CIB’s steering com-
mittee. He admutted, however, that there
had been unhappness on the part of Nacty
about the Codesa proposals
He said Nactu should raise its concerns
at the CIB’s plenary session next Saturday
Maivha said Nactu would “fearlessly ex-
pose” any cabal appointed to run the
SABC. Any programme aimed at restruc-
turing the SABC should involve Nacty's
affiliate Mwasa.
Mwasa, he said,
ration’s workers,
SABC workers had “sacrificed so much
for the corporation 1n terms of low salaries
and denial of worker rights and digmty”.

« + Proposals

Maivha said proposals tabled at the
CIB’s plenary session in November on the
restructuring of the SABC were those of
one of Codesa’s working groups, and Nacty
was not in favour of them.

His orgamsation had beheved that the
CIB would cater for the interests of people
right across the political spectrum.

“It is now proving otherwise, day by
day,” Maivha said,

No comment could be obtained from the
ANC at the time of gong to press
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THE Lost City was not about to crumble,
Sun International MDD Ke Rusevear said
at the weekend, [ <fidat=5

Parts of the carefully con ed ru-
ins of the exclusive resort have suffered
real damage from heavy rains in Bophu-
thatswana only months after the %lltzy

offical opening. { {)/}¥] f 2.4

But Rosevear sald the eracked Royal
Stairease, leaking swimming pool and
damaged waterways were ‘“normal”
damage caused by earth shifts and
ground movements. “It is merely bwld-
ings settling in,” he said.

He could not give an estimate of the
cost of repairmg the damage, but said
repairs would not cost SI anything,

“Repairs, which have been gomng on for
the past two to three weeks, are a matter
of insurance. The constraction companies
involved would carry the costs,” he said.
Rosevear said media reports about the

ke (L

—Trya

THE role of employers in

Lost City not real ruin — Rosevear

Visitors seek evidence of
employers’ role in violence

I STEPHANE BOTHMA I

damage had created a “storm in a tea-
cup” He denied faulty construction was
to biame. And the rush to complete the
RA00m complex in time for the festive
season had not been a factor. Damage
caused by ground movement often hap-
pened with new buildings, he sawd.

Damaged underground pipes feeding
the flowing lakes had to be replaced, All
five damaged waterways would be back
in operation this week, he said.

The pipes that had been damaged were
being replaced by steel ones.

The only inconvenience to Lost City
visitors was the closing of a part of the
Royal Staircase leading down from the
Palace Hotel to the Valley of the Waves.

“Only a section of the stairs is closed
for repairs to foundations. Large crews
are working around the clock to get ev-
erything back to normal,” he said.

Fewer wines
ri auctio

4
e T - '""ﬁi
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engendering violence in SA
will be mmvestigated by the
International Confeder-
ation of Free Trade Unions

At a media conference 1n
Johannesburg, ICFTU gen-
eral secretary Enzo Friso
said 50 trade union leaders
from around the world
would tour SA over the next

= pla oy o S - P

role 1n violence

panies, mcluding multina-
tionals, had attempted to
undermune trade unions b

during strike action
This had prempitated

this couid be obtamned,
umon members of the mul-

cunsu:lered by the C er-
ation, he said c@

few days, gathering infor- T~
mation about empluyers\

LINDA ENSOR
CAPE TOWN — The appl-
’ ts | cation of more stringent se-
3?3{:10“1?;3 uﬂ“meef la;nd lection criteria and the
urged to act tight economie chmate will
Calling for the posi- | See fewer wines on offer at

tion of sanctions was one
option which could also be

Fnsn said the trade

unton leaders, assisted by |

Cosatu and Nactu represen-
o) tatives in terms of an

Cosatu general secretary\agreement signed by the
Jay Naidoo said some com-~ “three orgamsations, would

meet 1n Johannesburg soon

to discuss thewr findings
“We wtll discuss how best

hiring employees from op-Q we can help at this particu-
posing political factions™_larly

delicate moment to
foster democratisation_and
fight violence 1 SA” %

violence i sgme instan e Naidoo said 1t was
Naidoo smd% durmg the pre-election
Frisco said iFevid nc phase that umons be al-

lowed to establish freedom
of association

this year’s Nederburg Auc-
tion mn Paarl on April 3.

Compared with 1992
when 10 489 cases of 121 dif-
ferent wines were on offer,
fetchin a total of R2m,

nly 9 324 cas nf 89 w
are on sale ?

Strong uverseas interest
15 expected when 30 of SA’s
premier estates, wineries
and co-operative sellers
offer thewr finest wines.

Two newcomers to the
attetion will be De Wetshof
Estate with a Danie de Wet
Chardonnay 1991 WO,
named after the owner and
award-winning winemaker,
and Rhebokskloof with 1its
maiden wvintage Chardon-
nay 1991 WO
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End of union

Nw\ 932 .

m Officials meet to stamy out feud in upper echelons:

By Lulama Lufi @

_AN end to the power strugzle within the

Food and Beverage Workers’ Union, an
affiliate of the Mational Council of Trade
Untons, seems to be 1n sight

This foilows a one-day special con-
ference held undcr the watchful eye of
the Independent Mediation Services of
South Africa (hmssa) in Chamdor near
Krugersdorp on Saturday

The conference was 1in comphance
with a Supreme Court ruling in October
last year 1n a bid to bring an end (o a nift
among theunion’s seniorofficials which
had been gomng on for months

A new executive comittee Compris-
g five office bearers was elected at the
conference, attended by delegates {rom
15 regions

Naclu president Mr James Mdhlalose
(formerly Mndawen) was elected presi-
dent while MrJohn Gumede was elected
his deputy

Mr Leonard Sikhakhane was elected

}i-

general secrefary, Miss Puseletso
Rathebe (depuly general secretary) and
Mr Isaac Mkhaliphu (treasurer).

After protracted battles which re-
sulted in the sacking of umon officral Mr
Thamu Mcerwa n June and latér on
deputy general secretary Mr Goba
Ndhiovu, who was disnussed anud alle-
gations of sexual harassment, matters
came toa head and the 1ssue wasreferred
to the court

Durmg the court heanng, the union
was also ordered to formajoint manage-
ment committee consisting of
Mdhilalose and Sikhakhane from the one
faction and Longway Kwelemtin1 and
Ndhiovu from the other

Both Ndhlovu and Kwelemtim: were
dissmussed in September amud accusa-
tions of sexual harassment by three
women staffers who had been re-
trenched

Mdhlalose was then clected president
1n a move that was rejected by the
Ndhlovu faction
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Replacing
the old with
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Unionists arming them-
seives with an education:

—i By Mokgadi Pela .

J| FOR unionusts in the Nattonal Council of
= Trade Untons, the era of handling issues
by mtntion and logic 18 about to become

a thing of the ];lalso?_g1
And as the old gives way to the new,

| professionalism is the in-thing.

I More than 30 representatives of
Nactu’s affiliates have started aone-year
course 1n economcs at the Umiversity of
South Africa, to empower themselves
with knowledge so they could be able to
run their unions on a professional basis

The move, taken to 1ts logical conclu-
ston, will mean that untonists will be best
sutted to face up to the challenges posed
by the sophisticated management exper-
lise

The course will introduce the union-

" 15ts 1n econonncs, business communica-

ton and financial management.

First chunk

The officials have already had their first
. chunk of their studies The week-long
' programme started on January 11 and
finished on January 15 g
What makes the course crucial 1s the
fact that candidates are expected to com-
plete mne assignments by June before
sitting for exanmnations
The second leg of the course will be
held 1n July, also for a week. Duning this
peniod they will study labour law and |
collective bargaining
The course 15 atmed at empowenng
candidates (o contribute positively to
dialogue between labour and manage-
ment
Nactu president Mr James Mdlalose
called on students to work hard, and to g
present ther assignment timeously r -
“Itis of utmost importance thatcandi- B *
dates take their work seniously Failure
lo do so would only work against the !
| interests of the untons they represent,”  §
| Mdlalose said
And 1n the wings, seemingly to make
sure that the union talk does not replace t
the Chnistian spirit, was Lth¢ Reverend E
Joe Seoka
Seoka, a senior official at the
Wilgesprint Fellowship Centre, 18 also
cnhancing hus skills to ensure that his
former students do not leave him behind
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Umons thuy Wedh gjected the

*zealous adlierence to powor-
shuring, tederahsm and regonal-
e 1sm” evident i Presidens FW de
| Klerh's opuning of parliament
- speech Jast Teiday
The federation alse called vn Py
Klceh to stop the flow of arnis infe
the townships, It promnpted the
| government 1o apply the same
realowsness te armes control as o

had o tonnship hiquor laws,

“Shen Afiicans were not allowed
16 buy hiquor, successive National
Party regimes ensured tiut not a

‘Treat guns like booze’ single bottle entered the fonn-
I} HE Nutiona) Coundil of Frade ships.” the Iederation $aid,
LA N Fllo= WYL Ay

rt



n.-h'lw'-i.h'hh‘.ht..‘_-.._p_,#“n ____________

“_,.- SCGVV I'LL'L\

1% .
By Mzimkulu Malunga =

$ THE BUDGET DATE APPROACHES AND
debates on tax increases hot up,
labour beheves the Government has
to prionitise cutting unnecessary ex-
penditure 1nstead of effecting tax
hikes to raise revenues

On March 17 Finance Minster Derek Keys
will be 1n the spotlight when he presents the
national Budget.

A report released by the National Councal of
Trade Unmions advocates alternative means of
boosting revenues as opposed to Increasing in-
direct taxes such as VAT — which hut the poor
hardest

Central to Nactu’s argument 1s the belief that
the Government 1s using the taxpayers’ money
against the taxpayers themselves

"Revelations of covert operations bemng
funded with the taxpayers’ money or of the
conststent cormuption and maladmunistration 1n
the State-funded bantustans are a frequent oc-
| currence,” argues the report

The Government contnbuted over R12 hil-
ion to the TBVC states and self-governing
terntories dunng the 1992-93 financiai year

Cutting spending on defence and the tni-
cameral parhament — both of which consume a
substantial share of the budget — could put the
St=te on a much healthier financial footing

the deficit for the current financial year 1s
hovering at R30 billion — about nine percent of

'---’--*-ﬁh-n'ﬁ-.ﬂh

&

B LAST STRAW Cut spending on the TBVC

states and §é]f—g0ve1;ning territories:

the national income

The report also highhghts unnecessary tax
exemptions and focuses on pension funds

“The pension fundexemptionisa particularly
regressive one and the nich benefit more from
this system than the poor In fact, the unem-
ployed and Inw-wage earers get nothing at all,”
says the report.

The total scrapping of pension fund tax ex-
e€mplions or a drastic reduction could contnbute
lowards solving the Government’s financial cri-
SIS

Increasing VAT while the ECONOMY 18 1n a
recession will not only have a negative effect on
consumer spending but will deliver the death
blow to mdustry and commerce

The collapse of industnal and commercial
sectors will lead to further retrenchments as the
consumer demand dampens

Increasing tax substantially on property own-
€rs on any additional fixed properties they may
possess, such as second homes, 13 one alterna-
live measure the Government can explore

Also, the implementation of agricultural land
tax could contribute a great deal to the national
coffers

On agricultural land tax the report argues
“These properties have n the past been heavily

‘I.E’* Tt 2.
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Finance Minister Derek Keys

subsidised by the Government for political rea-
sons Now would be a good time for the recs pi-
ents of this unfair advantage to starnt paying
back "

Revenues collected here can be used for the
development of small-scale farmers

ﬂgl"
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Media union win
dismissal dis pute@

Cor-Saun bl 211

By Don Seokane

",

HE MEDIA WORKERS ASSOCIATION
of South Africa (Mwasa) has
finally won a two-year-old
dispute with Taiwanese-
owned company Sakkor
Mwasa has been fighting the dis-
mmssal of over 400 workers by Sakkor, a
_bag manufacturing concern 1n
Emtersburg, stemyung from a dispute in
June 1991 when the company stopped
housing workers on 1ts premises
Sakkor contended that they had re-
ceived . an nstruction from the
Pietersburg Town Council to stop hous-

g workers on the prermses and to re-

i A A o -
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| EMPLOYEES DISMISSED Row after

company stopped housing its workers:

move all 1liegal structures and buildings
as the area was not zoned for residential
purposes

Workers went on sinke, demanding
that removat of the accomrmodation was
achange in therremployment conditions
and demanded that this be made up 1n a
wage mcrease to cover iransport and rent
costs The workers were all fired as a
result and an industnai court ruling last
September found the company guilty
and ordered that compensation of

pr—

R103 000 be paid to the 282 appli-
canis

Mwasa and Sakkor appealed against
the judgment Mwasa argued that the
amount was too httle while the com-
pany said it was too much

Mr Jusuice Goldstemn ordered that
Sakkor double its payment 1o
R210 000 and also pay R5 000 legal
costs The company was alsoordered (o
hand Unemployment Insurance Fund-

contributors’ cards to the workers
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By lke Motsapi

il

g HE NATIONAL CoOUNCIL of Trade
Unions has been mvited to Ge-
neva by the International Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions
to discuss the findings of 1ts re-
» port on violence here
MrCunmingham Ngcukana, general sec-
retary of Nactu, will represent the trade
unuon federation at a meeting on February
25

Nactu's media officer, Mr Mudini iy Gunni am Nge cukana . to
Mavha, smd the [ntermationa, Labour Or- Geneva P% ST ] =
v 'I"'--F._|

gamsation which also sent a delegation to WSS A et ahpnt o P‘E" B
South Africa at the same time when the The ICFTU delﬁ'.gaimn was led by gen-
ICFTU was here, will alsobenattendance  eral secretary Mr Enzo Frizo. ;,
Maivha satd* “The ICFTU and 1L.O has Nactu officials told the delegahnn Ihat
set February 25 as a date to look at the trade unions will need stronger support
conclusions of their massions 1n South Af-  from international bodies when a new gov-

A

rica early this year. ernment 18 in place.  #7+ {3
“Other1ssues to be discussed include the Frizo said the ICFTU members felt the
freedom of the press.” confederation shouid contunue to provide

The ICFTU and ILO delegationsamved  financial and other support, but that “it will
in South Africa on January 24 for a week-  become necessary for the union movement
long mussion to mvestigate the effects of here to develop strategies to be:come self-
violence on workers 1n the country rehant” . o
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NEWS Injured TV cameraman fighting for his life in hospital

By Joe Mdhlela

UNDREDS OF media workers will stage
a protest march today against the
killing on Fnday of CCV-TV re-
porter Mr Calvin Thosago

Thosago (49) was attacked by
youths while he was carrying out his duties in
Sharpeville

His colleague, Mr Dudley Saunders, a SABC
cameramazt, is fighting for his hhfe at the Milpark
Hospital after being hacked with bush-kmives
and pangas.

The general secretary of the Media Workers
Associaton of South Afnca, Mr S’ Thembele
Khala, said media workers, including journalists
1n the electronic and pnint media, would express
their sohdanty by marching through the streets
of Sharpeville where Thosago lost his Iife
- *We are saying that pohtical orgamisations
should discourage attacks on journahsts and

B PANGA ATTACK March in

[ “-_...

over the killing of CCV-T'V reporter last Friday:

educate their followers that journahists have ajob
to perform

“Yournalists are not polhitictans They gather
and disseminate information and therefore do
not deserve to be attacked,” Khala said.

He said the media has had a wonderfui tradi-
tion of being m the forefront of supporting the
struggle for a just society

“It seems some young so-called actrvists have
short memones. Instead of being supportive of
what journalists do, they attack them with pangas
and guns and the necklace

“Getting killed 1n the execution of their duties
18 the last thing journahsts expect, having
throughout the dark era paid a pnce forchalleng-
ing successive apartheird admimstrations,™

—_—

Khala said

All major pohitical organmsations, including
Azapo, the African National Congress, the Pan
Afncanist Congress and the Inkatha Freedom
Party, are expected to have representatives at the
protest march due to start at 11.30am

Members of the South Afiican Umion of Jour-
nalists and overseas journahists are expected to
show solidanty with Mwasa, said Khala

Vice-president of Mwasa Mr Mathatha Tsedu
will be Mr Tam Modise’s guest on Radio Metro
at 7pm tomght He will spothghit attacks journal-
1sts have had to bear over the years

Thosago will be buried at s place of barth,
Ga-Mamabolo near Pietersburg, on Saturday
He 1s survived by his wife and seven children
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[3 000 go back to work @

) Farm workers-score victory as bosses agree to consider

| demands- Coomgr%_ ‘)g\\\\é\fr\% @éa

By: Mnmam Ngudle

- ﬂfa—

MORE thaiy 13, [fDO farm workers went back
to work on TuequyWhen their employers
agreed to negnnate wage Increases and the
recognition of thmr union

The two parties reachedagreement after
a one-day work stoppage at Schoeman
Boedery 1n the Northern Transvaal

The workers demand € Increases,
fair disciplinary procedures and the recog-
nition of the National Union. of
Farmworkers, an affiliate of the National
Council of Trade Unions Nactu spokes-
man Mr Mudini Maivha said management
agreed to include grnievance and disciph-
nary procedures n the recognition agree-
ment to be negotiated on May 11

e [ —




Hands

Somwetenn 20/

iy

THE Azaman National Youth Umty, a
youth wing of the Pan Afncanist Con-
gress, yesterday announced 1t would
take “an uncompromising stand™ aganst
thase who harassed and attacked jour-
nalists

Azanyu said 1n a statement it planned
asuminit of “all organisations and struc-
tred* i Vereemging to discuss the
satety of journalisis covering news
events in Vaal Triangle townships

It also called on the youth to hold a
picket with the banner “Salute Journal-

off
W13,
warning by

142 s

iw‘Uncompromis'ing stand against harassment, attacks'

ists, Support Democracy” outside the
Benom1 Magistrate’s Court on Friday
momning when suspects are to appear in
connection with the shootng of televi-
sion cameraman Sam Msibi

Anotherpicket would be held outside
the Vereemging Magistrate’s Court on
Monday

On Thursday, a meeting to discuss
attacks on journalists would be held
with officials of the Media Workers
Association of SA and the South Afni-
can Umion of Journahists



'Unions
[to curb job

-r

- wm

-

'

A

.-ll

1

T b ATETFET TITI KT T L

By Paul Bell
Labour Correspondent

Organised labour has called
on business and the Govern-
ment to accept a sweeping
and controversial series of
proposals for immediate ac-
tion to stave off further job
losses and stabilise the un-
employment crisis during

transition.

At a press conference 1 Jo-
hannesburg yesterday, the three
major trade union federations,
{Cosatu, Nactu and Fedsal, un-
veiled the proposals — which 1n-
clude job security agreements
and 1ndustry-wide collective
bargaming structures, both of
which are certamn to attract flak
from business.

The proposals, already seen
by busmness’s representatives at
the National Fconomic Forum,
will be constdered by its nego-
tiating commuttee, which n\eets
tomorrow.

The NEF labour negotiators
stressed that their proposals
should not be construed as con-
frontational but acknowledged
that the mmtial reaction of their
business counterparts had been

S7at SBT3

_.‘“.-':"

negative.

But business, they said, and
especially manufacturers, were
faced with mereasing conflict on
the shop floor as a result of on-
going large-scale retrench-
ments This would encourage
employers to take labour’s pro-
posals seriously

“Some of these proposals
could be implemented within
weeks,” said Ibrahmim Patel of
the Cosatu-affiiated SA Cloth-
ing Workers’ Unton, “If we can
do that in the NEF within the
next few weeks, we can imtiate
programmes that will protect
and create jobs in the short
term and have an immediate ef-
fect on the unemployment cri-
s18.”

Cosatu negotiator Jayandra
(Little Jay) Naidoo .isted the
job-saving proposals as follows®
@ Changes to collective bargain-
ing structures to effect centra-
hised, industry-wide collective
bargaimng aad enhance labour’s
ability to contribute to the de-
velopment of national industrial
policy
@ Job security agreements to
protect existing jobs and hold
down the cost to society of re-
trenchments by requiring em-
ployers to explore all other al-
ternative remedies before re-

unveil plans
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_Job cuts.
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jobs. {7

® The Government’s agreement
not to cut jobs 1n the public sec-
tor without consuilting the
unions, and to concentrate m-
stead on the setting of mimmum
levels of service provision and
the elimination of inefficiencies
@ Targeted assistance to indus-
tries, notably mining, and major
industrial enterprises affected

. by long-term, possibly termimnal,

decline — to help them down-
scale on a planned basis and
thereby mumimise the “devastat-
ing” socio-economic costs of
large-scale closures. -

® The establishment of indus-
try-wide work secunty funds —
funded by employers at this
stage — and the improvement

of the Unemployment Insurance

Fund, includmg a review of the

latter’s cut-off level as more
skilled workers are affected by

Dr Ben van Rensburg, an SA
Chamber of Business delegate
to the NEF’s negotiating coun-
cil, said the other negotiating
blocs had not been consulted be-

I.gfqge Iabour l;ien,_t, public with 1its

) e S —————r——

proposals. He himselfxwas not
aware of them and they would
have to be studied carefully be-
fore business would respond.
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Nehawu protest

HUNDREDS of Nehawu members §
held a march yesterday to protest §
against unfair dismissal and ha- #
rassment of workers by Clime §
Holdings. The protestors marched §
to the Park Lane Chine near Hill- {
brow to present a memorandum g
outlimng their grievances to the 3

ympany’s board of directors.
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E Labour Reporter '

%’{TH"E National Council of Trade
lUnions (Nactu); 1s, working on a strat-
Legy to increase’ Hs- effectiveness and
1%‘puwer as a trade unton federation, ac-.
‘eording to regional spokesman Mr
:‘Brlan Williams

* Nactu, the second largest umon fed-
eration m thé cointry, with about
2071000 members, i’ 24 affihates, held
1. strategical -planning conference re-
cently, at which objéctives were de-
fined and formulated

- The federation was placing greater
sionalism 1n 1its affihates, which had
,already led to a number of people
leaving the orgamsation

. Mr Willlams said 1t was crucial
‘that umons became self-sufficient and
-independent.

. . Tt was mevitable that there would
soon he a new government structure,
Ilhwfﬂ;h the ANC having a “fairly deci-
.sive 1nfluence”

Cosatu, because of 1ts alhance with
‘the ANC and SACP, would therefore
hecome the government’s trade union
“expression”

© "Warning that trade umons had to
.become 1ndependent, especially when
‘A new"governmeént came’ to power, Mr
Wilhams saxd it was already “ques-

tionable” whether Cosatu was an inde-
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“ 1t 18 therefore increasingly 1xnpor-

tant for Nactu, as a progressive, 1nde-
pendent trade union federation, {
crease 1ts effectiveness capac
said Mr Wilhams

phasis on competence and profes-
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Mr Williams, who returned recently
from a “sohidarity contact” visit to

Furope, said he fou
still had a “deep In

Africa”

nd organisations
terest 1n South

“Bui their information network
about the country 1s not intense

enough or adequate

to convey what is

happering The full picture 1s not get-

ting through.”

He said Nactu, and 1ts various cam-
paigns, would continue to receive in-

ternational support

Mr Willlams was researching self-
rehance strategies, which would he

evaluated by the fe

ates

derations’s affili-

Nactu had grown mn the Western

Cape, with the Western Prov
cal Authority Workers' Ass
jomng 1ts ranks and a postal
soclation expressing the intere

S0

ince Lo-
oclation
staff as-
st to do

Nactu was also looking at 1its struc-
tural relation with its affihates, 1ts re-
lationship with other liberation move-
ments 1 the counirysand 1ts: links
with mternational solidarity move-

ments
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unions camn

RELATIONSHIPS
umons and the companes at
they represent prirare do —at have
to be stormy. q .

Metal and Electrical Workers
Unton of South Africa (Mewusa)
shop steward at Power Engineers,
Mr Ashraf Samaai, said since the
union was recognised at the Epping
company in 1989, conditions
between management and the
union have been rosy.

«y¥fe have received lots of bene-
fits for the workers, for example an
Emergency Distress Fund has been
set up where workers mn financial
difficulty can come¢ 1O the union for
assistance,” Samaal said.

He said the good relationship
between the company and Mewusa
was a direct result of improved
communication between manage-

" ment and shop stewards
. «A miore open attitade prevails

. and decisions aren't taken unilater-

ally anymore,” he said.

Mewusa has successfully negoti-
ated for arbitration 10 be compulso-
ry during a dispute, and the estab-
lishment of a Death Benefit Fund.

Mewusa, Samaai said, was also
happy -about Power Engineers’

. commitment t0 training workers.

. Mr Jim Lappin, managing direc-

[' tor of Power Engineers, believes his
company’s philosophy 18 different -
from that of other businesses. )

“We. believe mn working towards a
common goal. When 1t is achieved,
everyone venefits,” Lappin said. -

Lappin said the company tried t0 -
make-employees aware of the need
to be productve and competive.

Through this philosophys Lappmn
said, Power Engineers are a success.

“As a result, in the past twoly
years, we have had no retrench=-
ments and we even employed a fur-
thér 100 people,” he said.
ZFA&dording to Lappin, both man-
agement and the union are firm but -
have a fair*appruachmu*sr"‘ gids % ..

«The union keeps us on our
toes,” Lappimn said.
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BOUT 413 members of
the South Afnican Mu-
mcipai Workers Union
and other employees
who were sacked by the
Dobsonville Council last year re-

turned to ther Jobs this week

This follows a successful court
application lodged by Samwu in the
Rand Supreme Court last Fnday to
have the workers reinstated

According to the court order all
workers are to be paid their salanes
and benefits retrospective 1o the day
when they were sacked

Union to march

AR A ———

By lke Motsapi __
HUNDREDS of Su
Chemical Workers Unmion. members

will march on Sasol’s headquarters in
Johannesburg at the weckend 1o de-

mand the remnstatement of work
disnmssed in 1987 %ﬂj
Mr Cunmingham NgcuRana, secre-

tary-general of the National Council

ASBOWETAN Friday June 25 1993

~ e e, Ty,

I

ates employees ® Demand for workers’ reinstatement
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= NO MQNEY Council claims it has

no funds to pay sacked staff:

The council opposed the applica-
tion and has now sard it does not have

money (o pay-the wnrkem.lfleu sala-
Inaletter ~wnttenby city

treasurer Mr Chns van Zyjl, the coun-
cal said 1t would have to approach the
Transvaal Provincial Administration
forassistance 0 -
A special counci meeting was held
this week to discuss the problem. Van

of Trade Unions will be among those
leading the march
Mr Joseph Maghekemn, an organ-

1ser of Sacwu, saxd the march was part
of an ongoing six-year battle by the
union after the dismissal of about 130
employees — all members of Sacwu
— by Sasol 1 when they campaigned
for better pay and working condi-
tions Maghekeni said “The umon
won the case in the Industrial Court

2516812

OI1 5dS

Zyj1 promised to inform Samwau about
the council’s decision today

A TPA spokesman said the request
had not as yet been forwarded to 1t

Mr Marthin Sere, an official of
Samwu, yesterday said all the workers
who were sacked on November 2 after
requesting the council to transfer them
to other centres were back at work.

They were employed near a hostel
and feared for their hives

ol

but that victory was overturned by the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court following an appeal by the com-
pany. The dismissals led to anumber of
former employees losing houses and
children bemg forced out of school
because their parents could not afford
to pay for them

“As aresult we have a squatter camp
near Zamdelabecause workers have no
accommaodation,” said Maghekent




Call - for nat1ona1 wor%) é{é
l Cosatu’s Economic and Developmen lative in

s1Nlas
By FAHOUK CHOTHEA Durban
FLEXING 1ts muscle, the trade unson movement 1n
Natal this week called for a national worker summit to
discuss strategies to ensure that worker rights are
entrenched 1n a future Bill of Rights and constitution.

This comes against the backdrop of growing fears in
the labour movement in the province that worker inter-
ests are not only being 1gnored at the World Trade
Centre, but that politicians may also introduce legisia-
tion which threatens worker rights.

The Regional Worker Summit, the first of 1ts kind in
the country, was attended by about 200 delegates from
the Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu),
the National Council of Trade Unions (Nactu) and the
independent umons

Cosatu head office has been reluctant to call a
national worker summut With Cosatu’s Chnis Dlams-
nt and Nactu’s Cunmngham Ngqukana present at their
regional summut, Natal leaders hope that their imitia-
tive will now win support at head office.

The delegates resoived that their head offices should
join hands to convene a national worker summit with-
in three months — before a constitution and a Bill of
Rights are finalised at the World Trade Centre

“There are indications that worker rights are being
attacked (at the multi-party negotiating forum) On the
1ssue of centralised bargaining, for example, they want
to deregulate 1t,” said Rohan Persad, co-ordinator of

southern and northern Natal.

A representative of the independent unions, Kessie
Moodley of the National Union of Leatherworkers,
said the sumnut noted that 1n other African countries
hberation movements “eroded” worker rights once
they assumed power. He said the negotiation process,
and the proposed Bill of Rights, was dominated by
debate around regionalism and federalism and
addressing minonty fears. Worker rights have been
placed on the backburner

“The longer we take to set up a national worker sum-
mut and to adopt a workers’ charter, the more critical 1t
will become for workers,” he said

Warning that time was runmng out, Moodley added
“The boat hasn’t left the shore yet. We can throw a Iife
raft out to get on board.”

Persad said the workers’ summit had to address
other “unanswered questions” as well, including
whether trade union leaders can be allowed to take
positions In a new government.

“There 15 a lot of uneasiness about this, particularly
given the history of Africa. We need clanty on the
issue,” added Persad

The workers” summit should also look at formulat-
ing a nattonal economic restructuring programme 1n
order to ensure there 15 umty when challenging busi-
ness and government.
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Interpreter union talks bu“siqeﬁs
Seukdn 24k — 719z

By Shadley Nash

A NEW trade umion for court mter-
preters was launched m Port Eliza-

beth last weekend ( i(a(_g)

The decision to dissoly the
Interpreters Association of South
Africa JARSA) and break away
from the Public Servants Associa-
tion was taken at a national
congress of the now defunct
IARSA. @}

Resolutiohs adopted by the new
union, the South African Court
Interpretation Officers and Allied
Workers Union (SACIOAWL,

encapsulate a long standing behef
that the status of the court mter-

preter should be upgraded,

One resolution calls on the
Department of Justice and Lverst-
ties and technmikons to mtroduce
diploma and degree courses in
“court language interpretations sci-
ences”,

Another resolution calls for “uni-
form regaha” for interpreters and
notes they should be known as
court mterpretation officers.

The move by SACIOAWU to
establish itself as a public sector
pressure group 1s in step with
meoves by other public sector
cemployees who have formed mde-
pendent trade unuons
— ELNEWS




AR HE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TRADE UNIONS
B anddemocraticmovementsisathomny
1ssue that 1s being debated at present

This 1s a delicate subject at this

®  historical moment of our struggle
Many a leaders would sumply say we wll
cross that bnndge when we reach it By the time
they reach that pomnt there may be no bndge to
cross but muddy waters filled wath crocodiles

This then shows the courage and vision the
leadership of Nactu has and its ability to lead the
working class beyond apartheid -

Having said that, I must now come to the core
of the topic However, before doing that I will
notdo justice without laying the basts of Nactu’s
perspective on the relationship of the trade
vnmton movement with a democratic govern-
ment -

I believe 1t 1s correct to assume that this
subject has been tabled as a result of the current
relationship the democratic trade vnion move-
ment has with the broad hberation movement in
the struggle against apartherd, which Nactu 18
part of

Having made this assumption, | must assert
that the position of the democratic trade union
movement 1n relating to the broad hiberation
movement to atiain a nonracial democratsc soci-
ety 18 and has always been comrect

The question at hand 1s will we continue thts
relationship even if the hberation movement
comes {0 power? If yes, what would be the
consequences?

The postiron of Nactu has been and 1s to work
with all liberation movements Lo altain a nonta-
c1al democratic society guided by the working
class

We helieve as current events show thal the
national hberation movement will end oppres-
sion and the demal of the majority to participa-
tion tn the pohtical ife of our country But it will
never end exploitation

No nationalist hberation movement has done
that all over the world in tnstances where their
struggle was the same as ours

The national hiberatton movement 1s made up
of different social classes who, inaddiion to the
nattonat objective, have thewr owa social atmns
Our rclationship with the hiberatron movements,
as always 1n any nationalist hiberation struggle,
has shown a very interesting common feature

The trade unton movement has always faisled
to influence the content and direction of hibera-
lion movements we relate to Instead, 1t s the
liberation movements that influence the direc-
tron and content of the trade union movement
through liberation movement actrvities

This invanably affccts the independence and
itegrity of the structures of the trade vmon
movement This phenomenon s not only pecu-
har to South Alnca, but has been the feature of
all iberation struggles throughont Africa
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As the new SA looms closer, unions are pondering what

relationship they will have with the new government.
Cunningham Ngcukana, general secretary of the Na-
tional Council of Trade Unions, sets forth his organisa-

tion’s position:

Cunningham Nguukana ARSI
1_;[““_ '-, #ivm ia[,‘%' —

The end result of this 15 that the internal
democracy of the union movementisaffected as
decisions are taken clsewhere However, the
union movement has allowed this due to the
liberation struggle forces. The question 1s, will
we allow this to happen even if the hberation
movemen! becomes a government?

In the end, the liberatton movements, when
they come to power with thewr commandist
leadership approach, tend to lack accountability
and through party activists the umon movement
serves to become a conveyor belt of government
decisions to workers

Thas serves the interests of capital very well as
they would have placed themselves into a posi-
ton of iniluence by the ume hiberaion move-
ments come 1nto power

Apathy becomes the order of the day and the
union movemens becomes vulnerable

The institutions that are supposed to be guard-
1ans and guarantors of democracy become sub-
servient to a government, thereby giving it a
licence not to be accountable

African states became what they are because
of this and apartheid survived for so long be-
cause white umons did not care because they
were close to the government, whtle others
clavmed neutrality Th re can never be any
neutralily where there 1s imjustice and oppres-

1‘ TR
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' sion. Stlence means consent.

L4 I

A relationship with a government determined
by imperatives of unity prior to liberation 1s a
licence by unions to the government to silence
any democratic opposition to the government
Thus 1s the biggest cnime white unions commut-
tedagamst our people —acrime notby commus-

~ sion but by omussion

As Nactu we contend that after hberation the

*ﬁtracle unton must be responsible for the interests

of its members and working people 1n general

Secondly, 1t must serve as a guarantor of the
newly attained democracy and {o ensure 1its
survival

Thirdly, it must serve as the anchor and centre
of all institutions of cavil society that will ensure
government accountability, ,

This can only beaitained under the following
principles g 4
@ Non-affiliatior to pohtical organisations
and parties,

® This means organisational independence
withoutinterference by government mdecision-
making, and -

® Internal democracy — ensunng participa-
tion by umion members at all structural levels of
union movement

This can be done by ensuring education of
members so that they can make informed deci-
sions through participation

The question that begs for an answer 1s how
does the democratic trade union movement in-
fluence government without losing its independ-
ence o listen to the voice of the workers?

The strength and abihity of the unton move-
ment to influence any government lies in its
unity, intermal democracy and accountability of
1ts leadershap to 1ts structures

We cannot destroy our being and essence of
our very expenence and hope we will have any
influence thereafter If we keep to pnnciples of
independence internal democracy and account-
ability to our own structures, whatever decision
we lake will be have werght If the union move-
ment becomes a rubber stamp we wall lose our
influence

This requires strict discipline by party activ-
tsts within the union movement Onlyinthis way
can any clectoral pact on issues we want as
unsons have a meaning
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o % TATE REPRESSION OF TRADE umions and
g mm..  ONIOMISES has been part and parcel of

-, B the legacy of apartheid in South Africa
» Since the advent and nise of the African
" Labour movement

T S e

as responsible for shop floor rebellions, rather
than fighting agamst inadequate wages, appall-
mg working conditions They have also been
seen as the agents of generai pohitical rebellion

To begin with, the South African regime has
for many decades legislated against African
trade unions Domestic and farm workers are
only now about to have their right to belong to
trade unions protected by legislation

It was only in the *70s that the Wiehahn
Commussion was appointed and produced a
report recommending legislation aliowing Afri-
can trade unuonism on condition that such un-
10ns were registered with the Government

This constituted yet another violation of trade
umonism and the freedom of association be-
cause anunregistered trade union was notrecog-
nised by the bosses

Trade umon leaders at the head of the resist-
ance to these conditions and involved in other
campaigns bore the brunt of State harassment,
detention and physical torture They also lost
their jobs, with management bringing o a vari-
ety of petty accusations aganst them

Part of the reason for the unleashing of the
State machinery was the campaign by umonists
to get the intermational community to impose
sancttons against South Africa’s racist minonty
and 1llegit:mate regime as well as their cam-
paign for disinvestment from the country

Into exile

Many trade unmionists were locked up while
others fled into exile However, relative reforms
of the Labour Relations Act were camed out,
conceding tomany demands of the labour move-
ment supported by the mternational community
However, this did not mean an end to violations
of trade union rnights as State hostility towards
the unions and umionists continues to date

State hostility towards the umions 1s exempli-
fied by the non-existence of legal protection
against the distmissal of workers on alegal strike
Itis exemphified by the natlonwide raid on Nactu
offices by huge contingencies of security forces
on the morning of May 25 1993

Nactu headquarters was burgled, with police
claaming tobe acting cninformation that attacks
on security forces and the public and bank as
well as car robberies were being planned from
those offices They raided and besieged the
regional offices but 1n the end found nothing

But, as 1n the typical of Afncan tale, a thief
who finds nothing of value to steal in a home-
stead will take the hearth stones and leave them
at the entrance to the kraal

Jocuson
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Mudini Maivha of Nactu recounts the
many violations committed by the State

and business against emergent trade

unions mn the *70s:

~1iglqz

Face to face — marchers clash with police.

Managements have tended to assist or estab-
hsh spurious umons and staff associations at
plants where workers have been strongly organ-
1sed This action 1s aumed at destabilising estab-
lished unions

In several instances management reduced
staff through retrenchment or legiumate but
disciplinary action New employees, workers
informed us, were given jobs on condition that
they did not join the operating umon or that they
set up their own

They employ members of conservative po-

ol BT I vy cwip
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litical orgamsations to take jobs of striking “rads-
cal” workers, thereby creating conditions for
conflict There are instances i which manage-
ment turned a blind eye to shop floor violence
caused by division among workers becanse man-
agement derives advantages from it

These are just classic examples of what 1s
happening mn our society Harassment of trade
unions 1s common in this country We have also
seen some umomsts murdered just because they
worked for better working conditions for their
colleagues

+
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Union seeks to
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stem job losses

BBY PAUL BELL

LABOUR CORRESPONDENT
The Banking, Insurance,
Finance and Assurance
Workers’ Umon (Bifawu)
estimates that up to 1 000
workers have been re-
trenched from banking
and financial mstitutions
in the past three months,
and is planning a cam-

paign agajast thege job
losses. gt%
National organiser

Stan Sigotyala says the
estimate, which includes
250 union members, is
based mri1 th% unon’s own
research of the peri
June to August ( ﬁ-l:g5
Bifawu, which hag
about G 000 members —

most of them clerks, driv- |
ers, messengers and;
cleaners ~— will meet at
the Duncan Hall in cen-!
tral Johannesburg at :
1 pm today to launch its |
campaign, |
In a statement, Bifawu
president Ramontsho |
Monnakgotla said the!
most common reasons for |
refrenchments were mer- |
gers, takeovers, rational- |
isation and reshmtuﬁngl
as a result of the acqusi-
tion of new technology. |
He called for an end to |
retrenchments and the |

workers to equip them !
for other tagks
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UNION federations Cosatu and Nactn yes-
terday warned government to review its
position on the petrol price or face the
mounting anger of the masses.

A delegation representing unionists and
transport and business Organisations met
Mineral and Energy Affarrs Minster
George Bartlett in Johannesburg yester-
day They accused hum of “lying” when he
told taximen that the National Economie
Forum (NEF) had agreed to keep petrol at
the mcreased price while a task group was
| Investigating the situation
|  Cosatu and Nactu dented that their NEF
| Tepresentatives had agreed to this whep
Bartlett and the forum met last week and
decided to hold a summst op October 4 to
get a report from the task group

Bartlett also met a delegation of taxi-
men led by Nafto chairman Peter Rabah
in Pretoria yesterday, The meetmg ended
with Bartlett sticking to his guns on the
Increased petrol price, but agreemng to
meet the delegation again with Finance
Mister Derek Keys and Transport Minis-
ter Pret Welgemoed

At the Johanneshurg meeting Cosatu’s
Chris Dlamm said a laboyr delegation and
the taxi industry would attend the first

meeting of the NEF task group today to
begin negotiations

“We will demand a 10¢ reduction 1n the
price of petrol and diesel and a review of
all the subsidies, protection and profit

Unionists cla h with )
Over petrol price increase

oVt
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THEO RAWANA

margins which presently make up the fyel
price,” said Dlamini. The meeting decided

that “all the forges” would.attend ﬂi cto-
ber 4 summt % i
Government warnéd a t taking

further “irresponsible and repressive” ac-
tion against protesting taxi operators

“If this actzon by the government contin-
ues and the petrol price 1s not reviewed, we
will consuit with our eonstituencies about
forms of national action” the groups sad

Sapa reports from Kroonstad that police
and traffic authorities removed taxis
which were blockading busi-
ness district yesterday Z;’%

A police spokesman negotiations
were taking place between police and the
tax: drivers, who were protesting against
the petrol price increase. :

Our Cape Town correspondent reports
Transport Minister Piet Welgemoed yes-
terday announced the formation of a pew
task group to investipate the problems of
the mumbus taxi industry,

He said lus department had been consid-
ering subsidising mmmbus taxi commuters
in much the same way as bus passengers
were subsidised. But oné difficulty was
that the tax: industry was fragmented

Government hopes to enable commuters
to use a single subsidised ticket for a mult:-
mode Journey, using buses and taxs,

N R gy 1y N
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By Ike Motsapi

HE National Council of
Trade Umons (Nactu) will
not support any pnlmcal
party during next year’s
- first democratic elections
because 1t 15 an mndependent worker
federation
M James Mdlalose, president of
Nactu, yesterday said the glant trade
union federation would leave “1tup
to our members to decide which
pohtical party they want 10 Sup-
pnrt Mdlalose said Nactu
was nvolved 1 what he described
as “voter education for our
members”
The aim was to make sure that
members of trade unions affiliated
to Nactu knew how to voie

Mdlalose said Nactu had adopteda _, __

5owe:¢=r-w 2alqlqz
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will not support any political party:

Workers’ Chaster which would entrench
workers’ nights 1n the event of a new
dispensation

Some of the points 1n the charter are

® That workers want to see the estab-
lishment of a non-racial, democratic
Azania,

@ That the working class can succeed
in this endeavour if the country 15 united
and guided by working class principles,

® And that every worker shall have a
nght to a job iurespective of colour,
creed or rehgion

Unlike Nactu, the Congress of South
African Trade Unions has undertaken to
make sure that the African National

Congress wins the elections scheduled
for April 27 next year

Cosatu has released 1ts general secre-
tary, Mr Jay Naidoo, and 19 other offi-
cials to jomn the ANC election platform

gome of the decisions taken at
Cosatu’s special congress were

® To make sure thatthe ANC wins the

elections decisively,

®To address the challenges that face
the trade umon federations

@To make sure that the trade umon
federation remains strong, independent,
democratic and accountable to 1ts mem-
bership 1n order to serve the mterests of
the broader working class

M
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Nactu 1S not

- happy with the bill, Cosatu afﬁrms ‘if‘ " ;

By lke Motsapi

war of words has broken
out between the country’s
two trade union federations
regarding the extension of -
the Labour Relations Actto
farm workers, *
.~ The National Conpcil of Trade Un-
=+ jons hag accused the Congress of South
African Trade Unions of collaborating
with the South African Agncalturai
Union in extending some provisions of
, the labour legislation to farm workers
which, Nactu says, “do pot grant but
regulate collechive bargainmg nghts”
Mr Cunningham Ngcukana, general
+ secretary of Nacty, sad “TheLRA

rm

1 ]

*<envisaged for farm workers does ot f'*nﬁt

* ~+provide for a duty to bargam - - *
" “Collective bargaintng under the ex-
1sting Labour ﬁﬂamms Actisnotaright

hence the 1ssue 1§ st debiated in"the

Industrial Courts

o . —
——
—

el

T YWe amta]hngherﬁﬂf Angl"

“The Bill, which 15 awaiting the sig-
nature of State President Mr FW de
Klerk, also fails to provide for the right
to collectvely bargain and its corre- J
sponding duty to bargamn. #;’ F e

“Ttessentrally farls to \ustify Cosatu’s °
concession of accepting the agncultura]
sector as an essential service, . g
“The International Labourﬂrgamsa-

i
tion does not Eategorise the agricultural '\

aactnr as an essential service,” sad

'h' ] ll._F""-

e

‘Ngcukana, =% =
He said the thard pomi 15 that the Bill
did not include other sectors nfnrgan- i
"ised labour and agncul

bl

1#

can E Tnngaat Fanns,-Sappl Fg;-*
ests, 5 fondh Forests and others whowere - _

party fo the envisaged deal for Yarm -
wurk "said N hkan&
IVh'S?amiSlfﬂ.li.‘ﬂﬂ;mwgnﬁ;neral5 secmtaxy of
Cosatu, said the @derattnn 1iad a man-
date from 1ts affiliates and ‘members to

1%.;&' -

o g

T a

=~ negotate the deal for farm workers %
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Nactu criticises ANC trio’s posts at SABC
e f s romine
cised the appomntment of three prominent Business Day Reporter
ANC members to senior SABC positions.  the eriticisms yesterday, saying the three
Nactu general secretary Cunningham knew more about “the need to fight censor-
Ngcukana said the “political appoint- ship and party propaganda” than the entire
ments” — ANC deputy president’s son SABC management put together
" 7welakhe Sisulu, former ANC Radio Free- Ngcukana said Mokoetle, Reddy and Si-
dom’s Solly Mokoetle and ANC campaign- sulu were lac in radio and television
er Govin Reddy raised the question of whe-  experience (2.8 \1.11 g9
e

ther the SABC board was changing from an Cosatu welcomed appointments
NP mouthpiece to an ANC mouthpiece. and reiterated that three journalists

However, Cosatu responded angrily to  were independent. |L]..%)
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NEWS Cosatu and Nactu affiliates fight for recognition ® Councils 1n volkstaat TOW

SOu) 2t

. Hals
Volkstaat councils H.mwm& .

THE Transvaal Provincial Admmstra-
tion’s executive committee yesterday
strongly objected to city councils ex-
ecuting “mandatory orders” In which
they were requested to swear allegiance
to a “volkstaat”

Pretorta MEC for Constitutional De-
velopment and Negottation (Local Gov-
emment) Mr André Cornelissen was
reacting to reports that certain town
councils had recently accepted the man-
datory orders

Cornelissensaid theorders requested
councils to safeguard the infrastructure
for a volkstaat and to use the entire

infrastructure for acquining a volkstaat

Otherrequests were tosafeguardre si-
dents of the municipality concerned and
to let councillors and officers swear
allegiance to the volkstaat

“The local Government Ordinance
and other Ordinances pertaining to local
government do not authonse a city
council to makeadecision of this nature

“Such action creates an impossible
situation for the town clerk and other
sentor officers, who are bound by legis-
jation to perform certain duties and who
now have to act 1n conflict with their
employers

atal

| By Isaac Moledi

CONEFELICT 1s looming between mem-
bers of the Congress of South Afncan

Trade Umons and National Council of

Trade Union affiliates at bow
Chicken 1n Natal _PTNUU
e wmh

Nactu affiliate” Food, ra
Workers Umion in Hammersdale has
accused the Food and Alhed Workers’
Union, a Cosatu affiliate, of intimidat-
ing its members Fawu s also alleged to

have given FBWU membersa choice of

either jorming the umon or “face death”

According to FBWU regional organ-
1ser Mr Enic Ndlovu, Fawu had accused
the FBWU of being an affihate of the
Inkatha Freedom Party
* He said his members had been or-
dered to vacate Georgedale, a
Mpumalanga township, andto goto IFP
strongholds But Fawu secretary 1n
Maritzburg Mr Isaac JJ Ngcobo denied
the allegations, saying 1t was a lie that
“Eawu wanted to kil FBWU members”

He said the FBWU had lost a secret
ballot which proved that Fawu was 1n
the majonty at the company

s Sotizhnne e 19
unions in clash

He agreed that his union regarded the
FBWU as an IFP affiliate because "we
hear that the majority of FBWU mem-
bers are members of the IFP”

Ndlove claimed, however, that hus
members were bemng harassed because
the Fawu was 1n the mnority

He blamed the death of one member
Iast December on the dispute and said
another member, Mr Njabulo Khanyile,
was almost killed recently

Nactu has confirmed that the FBWU
1s an affiliate and that 1t was aware of the
conflict at Raimnbow Chicken

—\\uﬁ
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Unions| officrals il not represént ‘any
pehtlcal perb ¥y the coming elections
That’s the“ﬁn l word from: Nactuy -
general secrt tar Cunmngham Ngeu—
kana, who gncluded among; the
PAC nominges. o the. PWV national
assembly llgt alen v\hth Nactu presi-
dent James Mdlalnsel

b
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Prevented X
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Ngcukana said the federatlen would
not allow any of 1ts officials to jon, any
party, irrespective of their personal pol-
itical affiliation

He told City Press that Mdlalose and
himself were not consulted by the PAC
~ which pubhshed its list earher this
week He ‘stressed that had the PAC
consulted 'hus orgamsation, Naétu’s po-
sition weuld have been made clear to
the party

‘Ngcukdna added that his ergan:s—
ation, unlike Cosatu which has put 1its
welght behind the ANC, would not sup-
port any party

Asked, whether this also applied to
Nactu members his response was that

7Y
en:won i st

z'plzlq

wurkeggywerie asked te really serutmlse
pmn"usegmgﬁe h B.I'tlES d tq ask
questmﬂs“ b s ¢ J
“Weawant to ass our'workers that
we are here to stay, organmise and build
Nactu as the flagbearer for trade union
. independence and democracy not con-
trolled by any political organisation,?
he said
Echoing Ngcukana’s sentiments,

Nactu information and publicity chief
Mudin1 Maivha said even if werkers
Jomned parties m their individual capac-
ity, this shouldn’t confuse Nactu mem-
‘ bers into thinking their federation ‘was
_idenufying with political-parties-/
‘Er “In any event, after April eléctions
or any other elections for that matter,
the employer nterest will continue to
exist.

Bashing

“They won’t stop their campaign of
union bashing and won’t give us better
‘working conditions, education, better
housing and medical aid submd]es just
because we have a new government,”

said Mawha

.l..‘.

{Report by Khengale Makhado of 2 Herb St,

Doornfontein, Johannesburg )
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By Waghied Misbach

N A dramatic about-turn a top
National Council of Trade
Unions (Nactu) leader has
called on thousands of Nactu
workers to vote for ts rivals, the
ANC, so-that the *“‘racist” National
Party is ﬂaﬁﬁa& from gaimng con-
trol of the Western Cape ~
Mr Bnan Williams, acting regron-
al mnnnﬂm@vnm the 110 000-strong
Nactu*in the Western Cape and
regional secretary of the Metal Elec-
trical and Allied Workers Union
(Mewusa) has also called on Cosatu
and Nactu to form a “Workers

Agamst Racism Front” to counter
the NP. A meeting between the two

union federations will take place @E
week, said Williams

Williams believes the ANC could
secure the vote of tens of thousands
of Nactu members if Nactu affili-
ates and regional leaders support
the party i the clections.

His regional vote will go to the
ANC because of the “danger” the
NP poses However, his national
vote is for the Workers® List Party.

“All progressives and those con-
cerned about the umty of workers
should block the NP by voting for
the ANC

“The NP’s racist clectioneering
will undermine worker unity and set
back the workers’ struggle mﬂu 3
decades ”

| Sly -

The fiery trade unionist has led
campaigns i1n the past agamst the
ANC, but now beheves the party 1s
in the *strongest position” to stop
the NP in the Western Cape.

Wilhams said he had realised it
was “not enough’” to have an anti-
racism position m the umon

“We cannot sit back and allow
the oppressor to come 1o power

A “wulgar, obscene and racist”

speech by NP candidate Mr Pieter
Marais 1in Kensington last week

convinced Willlams to switch his
vote to the ANC

Wilhams has handed an affidavit
to the Independent Electoral Com-
mission to investigate the alleged
remarks ﬁ

t backs A

S_t

“He n“h.u_mu created the impres-
sion of blacks bemng wviolent people.
He said that blacks were killing each
other, they necklace and bum down
houses of those who disagree with
n.ﬁ.nu: dq.:ﬁﬂm mﬁﬁﬂ E the affi-

:In maanﬁ that ZO_ Western

“Cape leader Allan Boesak was im-

tially low on the ANC clection hist [}
of candidates, then Mandela mter- |

fered by ordering the ‘hotnots’
name be placed number one on the
bst Mr Marais therfore created the
mnpression that Mandela is' a racst
and as far as he (Mandela) is con-
cerned, coloureds are nothing but
‘hotnots’.” 1’ '
The behaviour of NP: Supporters

17 f.1l

WN_PZE_ m_.. "

' . 5
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and therr racist comments at Her-
nus Kriel’s election meeting at
Rylands last week further convinced
Wilhams to come out 1 support of
the ANC.

W Musbach, 76 Darkng Street, Cape Toun
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COSATU; :ther

Unions (Fedsal)and Nactu had decided to
strive for post-election trade union.unity, °
negofiated: al restricturing and a
three-ti of collective bargaining, ;

the federations daid yesterday. . .-
tement, they @ed for -
wagln each indusl:ry“‘ “hased ¥

which togethen re}
workers ~=-held t

Fedsal ﬁﬂd |
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other levels” would be established natio

ally. At sectoral level, parties would s:i?
wages for skill leveis and across-the-board
increases, as well as career pathing and

company-specific 1ssues, such as producti-
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THE National Council of Trade Unions’
goal of working class unity and the estab-
hisment of trade umon and labour feder-
ation umty was under the spothight at its
congress this weekend

Delegates agreed to a resolution calling
on Nactu to reseind 1ts black working-class
leadership requirement and replace it with
a working-class leadership requrement,
leaving the way clear for ties with other
umons and federations. |
. However, Cosatw’s poltical allance
with the ANC and SACP remained an ob-
stacle as Nactu has always mamtamned its
political independence, The other contend-
er for unity — the 268 000-strong Feder-
ation of SA Labour Unions (Fedsal) — fa-
voured a confederation, with the major
players retaimng their 1dentities

Nactu’s congress resolution was to con-
tinue working with Cosatu and Fedsal, as
well as unaffihated unions, to build umty
with a view to this culminating in the
establishment of a single federation

In hus secretariat report, general secre-
tary Cunmingham Ngcukana welcomed La-
bour Mister Tito Mbowent’s “pro-labour
policy” outlined 1n a draft paper circulated

National Council of Trade Unions president James Mdlalose addresses delegates at their annual congress, which was held
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Nactu clears_the way for
ties with other trade unions

™ ERICA JANKOWITZ

to busmess and labour |7 lio l%
ered a

Ngcukana said the policy cov
mooted social contract between govern-
ment, orgamsed labour and business, for-
mulation of an incomes policy; consolida-
tion of labour legislation, training
assistance for trade unions, restructuring
the Unemployment Insurance Fund, and
improving international relations.

He said Nactw’s largest affiliate was the |
SA Chemical Workers’ Union, with 40 000
members, followed by 1its food and bever-
age affilhate with 32 600 Iis transport and
building and construction l1ates also

topped 30 000 members k|L|.‘a.m_?
er-

He called for the formation of-“a co
ent strategy to co-ordinate collective bar-
gaining and solhdarity” :

Nactu president James Mdlalose criti-
cised the reconstruction and development
programme, sayng it was “seriously con-
stramed 1n 1ts ability to deliver”..He be-,
lieved more time was spent on priorifising
the allocation of scarce resources than In
implementation of dehvery
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The Government’s Recon-
struction and Development
Programme should address
the shortage of water, elec-
tricity, roads and health care
facilities as well as the indde-
quate education facilities in
rural areas

The call was made by the
National Council of Trade
Unions at the end of its three-
day annual congress in Jo-
hannesburg yesterday.

Re-elected Nactu president
James Mdlalose told g press
conference that Ministers had
to adopt a consistent policy on
housing, particularly in the
urban areas,

“The Government should
create conditions that will ep-
able the creation of sustam-
able and quality jobs n places
nearer to the homes of the
people,” Mdlalose said

He said a resolution had
been taken that communities
should view the RDP ss eco-
nomie aid and should strive
for self-development apd em-

powerment iﬂll Lﬁg

Nactu members résolved to
become actively involved in
RDP efforts by using the fed-
eration’s economic policy
working document with a view
to addressing shortcomings m
the programme,

Mdlalose said a resolution
had been adopted to foster
unity between Nactu, the Con-

\Hio Hefs

gress of SA Trade Unions and
the Federation of South Afri-
can Labour Unions (Fedsal)

Committees would be form-
ed at shop-floor, plant, affili-
ate and federation level to
monuor prograntmes ammed at
uniting workers from the
three federations

Cosatu general secretary
Sam Shilowa and Fedsal pre-
sident Ben van der Walt ag-
dressed the Naetu COngress
on Saturday and expressed
their organisations’ commit-
ment to trade union unity,

Part of Nactu's resolution
on unity calls for the mclusion
of non-affiliated trade unions.

Nactu also resolved to,

B Campaign with othep organ-
isations to eurb crime

federat ionsga;/cks RDP efforts

8 Call for parity in salaries
and hving conditions of MK
and Apla cadres, and recogni-
tion of the “people’s army’’
rank and grade, the rebural
of fallen “comrades”, and free
housing, medical attention
and State pensions for all
combatants maimed during
the “liberation war”

& Campaign for the equitable
application of immigration
laws and regulations,

B Participate in the National
Economic and Lahour Deve-
lopment Council — g body to
be formed by the National Fo-
onomic Forum and the Na-
tional Manpower Commission.

WM Affiliate with the Interna-

tional Couneil of Free Trade
Unions.
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