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CAPE TOWN — A report
n a4 newspaper here
quotes the Minister of
National Health and
Population Develop-
ment, Dr Willie van Nie-
kerk, as saying that a
miliion black people
could now be resident 1n
the Cape Town area

This 1s the highest-
ever’® semi-official est1-
mate of the black popu-
lation 1n the Cape Town
area)

L1

- IngMay last year, the
former acting chief di-
.rector, of, the
funct, Wesi€
velopmen
J J Olvier, told a.par-

liameniary .

now-de-
Cape De-..
Board, Mr,

L

population of the Penin-

sula was “about 750 000
to 800 000"

Ar Olivier’s estimates
were way above all pre-
vious estimates of the
black population of the
Cape Peninsula, and
only months before the
former liaison officer of
the Western Cape Devel-
opment,, Mr Sample
Steenkamp, said a “con-
servative” estimate was
250 000 but 1t could have
been as high as 500 000

This week, however,
Dr Van Niekerk; who

™

Psychiatry 1"/ Cape

commiitee ‘Town, said there had
~ that the estimated black  been ‘

“s huge nflux of

was addressing the fifthz
“National Congress

-

vkl

blacks from Transkel,
Ciskei and other rural
areas”

“The number of
blacks resident 1n
greater Cape Town 1S
certainly 1n excess of
700 000 — perhaps even
one milhion,” Dr Van
Niekerk said

He said one of the
largest current prob-
lems the Department of
National Health and
Population Develop-
ment had to deal with
was the influx of the
large number of people
tothe cifigs,- , .. - -

ol e U

of;

This nflux threw 2
huge straln on health
services, Dr Van Nie-

k@rk said —DDC
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| Wife acquitte
after visit to husband

Staff Reporter

A WOMAN charged with trespassing
while visiting her husband 1n a Mal-
mesbury municipal compound was
yesterday acquitted 1n the town’s Mag-
istrate’s Court.

The State alleged that Mrs Sindiswa
| Miso, 34, entered the compound on
Febuary 23 this year without the per-
“mission of the supervisor or the

owner
A State witness, Mr Marius Roe-

lefse, told the court that no women Or
children were allowed 1n the com-

' pound and males had to obtain writ-
ten permission to visit

Another State witness, Mr J ohnson
Pietie, who 15 a watchman at the com-
pound, said he saw Mrs: Miso going
into thg;cnmpuund with another wom-

L

Jﬁfa/ﬂ’ i;\

C

an Mr Roelefse called the other wom-
an 'and asked her whether her hus-
band was staying 1in the compound

“She said yes and Mr Roelefse let
her go,” Mr Pietie said

Mr Roelefse then called Mrs Miso
and when she refused to g0 to him he
arrested her, the court heard

O After Mrs Miso had been acquit-

]

n

ted, 13 other people who had been |-

charged with a symilar offence were
also acquitted ,

They are Miss Nuselle Polo, 23, Mrs
Ntobile Bathla, 30, Ms Nkipsolo Miso,’
19, Mr Enc Gameni, 24 Mr Sam Ty-
hima, 18, Mr Petres Bothla, 45, Mr
Johnny Mkashela, 32, a 14-year-old
youth, Mr Dobet Gagwa, 18, Mr Allem
Nkatayo, 19, Mr J effrey Mzo, 18, Mr
Moses Bola Wioy, 26, Mr Annox Nayal-
ban, 20
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By BARRY 3JR

Political Staff

THE government’s new urbaniza-

tion strategies could lead to a dis-

rupied labour force in Cape Town

and increasing unemployment,

leading to human hardship and

local political unrest, Cape Town
City Council warned yesterday.

Commenting on the government's
White Paper on Urbanization, 1t also
said that over 95% of all black
people in the Western Cape were by
definition citizens of Ciskei or
Transkei and two-thirds were likely
to remain “technical aliens, unable

the benefits“of citizenship”.

“The implications for the city’s
economic, social and political
future are critical,” the council
said

The council’'s assessment, which
was signed by the City Planner, Mr
D S Jack, and prepared in conjunc-
tion with its corporate management
team, concluded that the labour
force in Cape Town would increase
by 176 000 between 1985 and 1990
and this meant that 133 new job
opportunities were needed in
Greater Cape Town every day.

The anticipated increase in the

-

labour force excluded the current
number of unemployed people.

“Provision of housing must be al-
most double the existing supply by
the year 2000 if squatting and over-
crowding are to be overcome and
new people to he accommodated,”
said the council.

But without the prospect of sig-
nificant commercial and industrial
development, “Cape Town’s long-
term financial viaiblity is at great
risk. Already, substantia! cutbacks
have been forced in the city’s cur-
rent annual budget”.

However, the government’s strat-

egies in the White Paper aimed to
constrain development in metro-
politan areas, including Cape Town,
and foster expensive and inefficient
decentralized development

The White Paper stated that the
legislation which controlled the en-
try, residence, employment and re-
moval of foreigners should be
strictly applied.

At present “over 95%” of all
blacks in the Western Cape were
citizens of Ciskei or Transkei but
65%, two out of every three blacks in
Cape Town, were by definition “il-
legal aliens with no right to be in
the Republic”,

“Their employment is illegal un-
less the employer can show that no
South African citizen is available to
fulfil the job, making employers lia-
ble for substantial fines and sub-
standard work conditions.

“If the government actually im-
plements its new legislation, the
impact on Greater Cape Town — 1ts
people, employers and economy —
could be significant 1n terms of a
disrupted labour ferce and in-
creased unemployment leading to
human hardship and lecal political
unrest,” the council said.

(Raport by Barry Stroek, 122 5t Georgs s Street, Cape Town |
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| expected 1n the Kuils River Magistrate’s Court to-
| day

Gt 7 2l T
Elevéen Macﬁzlﬁﬁed
In ‘hostel case’

Reporter

Irrred women arrested on charges “of
being 1IT2 development area without a permit or
permission” following a raid on Mfuleni Hostel near
Stellenbosch in October last year, have been acquit-
ted by a Kuils River magistrate

Fourteen women and one man were found staying
1n the single-sex quarters at Mfuleni on October 14
and all pleaded not guilty to the charge.

Eleven of the married women were acquitted last
Tuesday. The magistrate, Mr E Kleinhans, found the |_
11 women had been given permission to stay tempo-
rarily in the hostel by an official from the Mfulenm
local authority

However judgment on three women and the man

4

| — Ms Hester Makwati, Ms Nonkose Makwati, Ms

Liziwe Madiko and Mr Tembinkosi Sokhetye — is

Two are sisters who were visiting their father, and
the others are the daughter and brother of two
hostel inmates Their attorney, Mr Jan van Gend,

has argued that the four were at the hostel “out of
necessity”
Mr L H Jordaan prosecuted

|£



P UnCh:'UpS

By ANTON FISHER
TENSION 15 mounting between

card-playing den m a recreational
smgle-sex hostel in Langa

There have already been punch-ups between

hostel-dwellers and Casmo Club members and
things have been "uneasy" for several months,
according to Mr Willard N odlela, 3
spokesman for the Western Cape Hostel
Dwellers Association
Numerous meetings between the workers
and representatives of the club have failed to
resolve the dispute
" Mr Nodlela says the dispute at F Block hos-
tel 1s about the unlawful serzure by the Casmo
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magrarnt
workers and the Casimno Club which operates a

hall at a

In Cape Flats 'casino’

Club of the control of the workers' facilities
There are three communal rooms at F Block
for use by the workers, but the largest 1s kept
locked and out of bounds by the hostel super-
miendent and the authorities
The second room 1s very small and can com-
fortably seat only six people The other com-
munal room 1s about 10 by five metres and 15
the one being monopolised by the Casmo
Club, Mr Nodlela says
The Casmo Club, consisting of about 200
members - though only six are hostel-
dwellers, has for many.years been usmg the F
Block hall on Sundays from 7am to noon
However, m 1985 the then housing supermn-

tendent of ﬂ@ Cﬂ%ce& hostels, also would not comment :

Mr L V Roxo, took the keys to the hall from
the mugrant workers and told them they would

have to approach the Casimo Club about the
use of the hall

After thus the club's use of the hall mcreased
dramatically and they started using the hall the
whole day on Saturdays and Sundays

“There are further occasions on which fight-
Ing breaks out and alcohol 1s abused," Mr
Nodiela says

A spokesman for the Office of Commumty

Services, Mr Sampie Steenkamp, refused to
comment on the dispute

Mr Roland Njoli, the mayor of the Cape
Town Town Committe which controls the
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Staff Reporter

IN THE Peninsula alone, it 1s estimat-
ed there are half a million people
classified as “aliens”, living without
any certainty that they will continue
to be allowed to live and work here
Mr L Hartmann of the Cape Town
Chamber of Commerce quoted this
figure at the regional congress of the
Association of Chambers of Com-
merce 1n Ceres yesterday

He was introducing a motion calling
on the government to confirm that all
citizens of the “TBVC countries” (1n-
dependent homelands) will have the
right to live and work 1n South Africa
permanently

The motion was carrted unanimous-
ly Mr Hartmann said the offence of
employing or even harbouring an
“alien” who did not possess the prop-
er documentatton carried a fine of
R5 000 or two years 1mprisonment
Although all TBVC citizens in the
Peninsula enjoyed a special exemp-
tion from the strictures of the Aliens
Act at present, this could be with-
drawn at any time, he said

“It 15 clear that the ecitizens of the
Transke1, Ciskel, etc, have been de-
prived not only of their nationality but
also of their citizenship An alien 1§
defined as anyone who 1s not a South
African citizen”

By a simple admimistrative act, they
could be classified as aliens again, he
said There were fears that this was
going to happen, even though those
who would be affected were permitted
to acquire property in the Peninsula
area

Citizens of Transkel and Ciske: had
acquired 20000 sites at Khayelitsha,
he said

Yet the Director-General of Home
Affairs, Mr G B van Zyl, had stated that
“at some time actions will have to be
taken”, and he had said in a circular
that TBVC people were aliens

Although the potential problem
could be resolved by the agreement of
the Transkelr and Ciske1 to dual citi-
zenship for their peoples, “there 1s no
sign of this happemng”, according to
Assocom’s background 1nformation
document

[0 To employ a black alten, an
employer must first satisfy the Depart-
ment of Manpower that no other local
person 1s avallable for the position,
then apply to Home Affairs for a work
permit This is the same procedure as
under the old Coloured Labour Pref-
erence Policy and influx control sys-
tem, except that the Development
Boards have been replaced by Home
Affairs, which 15 at present very le-
nient towards TBVC people

a2t



Africans in Cape Town Gt 7%+

MORE THAN 620 000 Africans were estimated to
be living i1n the Greater Cape Town area in
September last year, the Minister of Constity-
tional Development and Plann:ing, Mr Chris
Heuns, told Parliament yesterday

ships 1n the area

Guguletu 249 135, Khayelitsha 96 909, Site ‘'C’
38 868, O1d Crossroads 90 000, New Crossroads
17 310, Langa 72 033, Nyanga 357 10, KT'C 20 000
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Labour Reporter

RESIDENTS of Lwandle hostel near
Somerset West allege that Mr Chris
Heunis, Minister of Constitutional De-
velopment and Planning, has broken an
undertaking to consider representations
about providing family accommodation
there.

A spokesman for the Lwandle Residents’
Commuttee said Mr Heuns gave the under-
taking during a meeting m his office on Auy-
gust 1, but this week, before they had time to
prepare representations, he said n reply to a
question 1n Parhament that family accom-
modation would not be provided

His statement was attacked by Mr Ken
Andrew, Progressive Federal Party MP
Gardens, as “madness” and flying in the face
of the Government's claimed policy of order-
ly urbamisation

The decision has been condemned by the
Western Cape Hostel Dwellers’ Association

Mr Heunis said yesterday that he gave the
residents no commutment that he would not
answer questions in Parliament

Lwandle, built as a single men’s hostel,

houses about 5 000 people, many of them
\ women and children

Earlier this month the Cape Provincial
! Admimstration announced plans for a R3,78-
million upgrade of the hostel for about 1 600
single workers from Somerset West, the
Strand and surrounding areas

j Mr Johnson Mpukumpa, Press secretary
of the Hostel Dwellers’ Association, said 1t
T was a waste of money to build hostels for
J*' single men .

stt "It 1s a God-given right for people to hve
ar as famles, but the Government maintains

po the apartheid system of forcing families to

sor, l1ve apart,” he said
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By ANTHONY JOHNSON
Political Correspondent

IT was “madness” for the govern-
ment to provide only single-quar-
ter accommodation 1n townships
Serving the Strand, Somerset West
and Gordon’s Bay, Mr Ken An-
drew (PFP Gardens) said last

Responding to the government'’s de-
C1s10n not to provide family housing at
Lwandle township near Strand, Mr
Andrew said, “this flies 1n the face of
the government’s claimed policy of or-
derly urbanization™

As a result of the decision, con-
firmed 1n Parliament yesterday, the
neéarest black family housing, “if
available”, was many kilometres away
at Khayelitsha or Mfulen:, Kuils
River, Mr Andrew said

The Minister of Constitutional De-
velopment and Planning, Mr Chris
Heunis, said 1n reply to a question
yesterday that upgrading of the hos-

- ~ A -

tels, announced by the administrator
last month, would begin ‘as soon as
the contract documents are ready and
tenders have been approved”

The upgrading involves the conver-

sion of the existing 124 dormitories -

Into 248 flats, each consisting of three
bedrooms (for six persons), a store-
room, a shower and washbasins

Mr Heunis said the municipality of
Somerset West was 1n favour of the
provision of family housing at Lwan-
dle, but that the municipahities of Gor-
don’s Bay and Strand, as well as the
Divisional Council of Stellenbosch,
were against this

Mr Andrew said later “The govern-
ment never seems to lear , OF perhaps
It doesn’t want to This decision has
caused considerable anger and was
taken without even consulting the
people most concerned

“Family housing 1s 3 prerequisite
for a stable community and I call on
Mr Heunis to reverse the decision

without delay "
L eviumie JC
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By VUYO BAVUMA

THE Western Cape Hos-
tel Dwellers Association
(WCHDA) plans to ex-
tend 1ts battle to eradicate

the “"cancer" of migrant
labour
The 25 000-strong

WCHDA, which fights
for the nghts of migrant
labourers, has members in
Langa, Nyanga, Gugule-
tu, Lwandle (Strand),
Mfulen: and Khayamandj
(Stellenbosch),

It decided at 1ts recent
regonal conference to or.
ganmse migrant workers in
other parts of the country,

Positive

"We have put out feelers
I many parits of the
ouniry and the response,
as been positive,” said
1e WCHDA's publicity

ecretary, Mr Monde
ohason Mpukumpa, of
'Yanga hostels.
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village in the Ixopo valley,
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"We shall continue to
fight for the rights of mi-
grant labourers, It 15 -
human that families
should be separated be-
cause of an ideclogy. Our
wives and children should
be allowed to stay at the
hostels."

WCHDA is an affiliate
of the Congress of South
African Trade Unions
(Cosatu). It runs health
and advice projects aimed
at alleviating the hard.-
ships of migrant workers,

The advice office ex-
plamns issues such as UIF
benefits and rental pay-
ments,

"We also assist women
who get arrested for tres.
passing at the hostels.
Last year we successfully
opposed the prosecution
of women at MFfulen; and
Lwandle hostels,”
Mpukumpa said,

"We also have a mobile
clinic unit which offers
food to malnourished

dm . o el ', WY,
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Mr Monde Johnson Mpukumpa, publicity secretary of
Western Cape Hostel Dwellers Association
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children Its staff of three
also attends to sick chil-
dren who are mostly ne-
glected and visits” our
members twice a weck."
WCHDA is also 1n-
volved 1n upgrading the
hostels and 1s negotiating

for land to build houses
for 1ts members,

The association Was
born out of worker frus-
tration due to appalling
conditions 1n the hostels,

In 1984 a mne-member
commitiee was formed 1n
Nyanga hostels but 1t later
developed mto a regional
structure

Mpukumpa, 1s a former
national president of the
General Workers' Umnon

He was born in Transkej
i 1941 and left home at
an early age to work in
East London where he
also studied part-time In
1960 he came to work in
Cape Town.

"I worked at a Bellville

burth of Cosaty,”

glass factory where con-
ditions were temble We
did not have protectjve
clothing and our wages
were low," he said

In the early 1970s
Mpukumpa joined the
GWU and was elected an
organiser m 1979 In
1983 he went to the
International Transport
Federation 1 London to
raise funds for the raillway
workers mvolved mm 2
sirike at Port Elizabeth
and Durban

Factory

"Towards the end of the
year I took part in talks
aimed at forming a feder-
ation of workers,"
Mpukumpa sad,

"There were many con-
flicung 1deas but eveny-
ally mne vmon members
supported the idea, thus
paving the way for the

- oy o g
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TENSION over the"* 3am ' re- |
moval'of Langa he;’cel dwellers ' ‘
thlseweek has eaeediafter Cdm-
mnnlty Services officials and
the town commiitee agreed to
. consult the Hostel, *Dwellere

Asseeletmn In fntnre

by - .E.!"-' i, *r E.gr;p \ .'1_ l.’:.;r
- Aesnmetlen v1ee-eha1rmen
Mr. Welenme Zenzﬂe said. s i

would7be no furthér, evictions,
and thet .an upgradlng project -
1t had prepesed would+be mves- *

tigated - by Cemmunlty Ser-
v;ces "’fi <1 :

Independent MP fen Clare-
mont’ Mr Jan van ek was

. e

moved at. dam from afostel'm
Zone 17 1"\ K ‘
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¥ This yeen control: nf{»heetels
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ships was {ransferred from

ieemmitteee N ;o I

by

Mr Zenzﬂe said: thet beenuse -
the town eemnnttees wae:; nnt
recognised as repreeentefwe of
the: peeple the essecmtmn
*weuldg;negetzate directly enly
e.nth ‘provincial authorities

Mr J.G Mafunga, town eexn-
mittee secretary for Nyanga,
Langa, Guguletu and Khayeht-
sha, said he was salisfied with
the entenme of the meetings;.,

He said the Langa moves
were not evictions but “reallo-
cations of accommodation” and
people had been moved at 3am
because “people sleep all over
the show” and attempts to “ne-
gotiate” with them over the
past two months had not been
successiul

DI Mafunga said he would
put the assoclation’s upgrading

prepesele to s enrnrmtEee i

-
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INTERVENTION by thetownship—s § »52 % . = .t . % ! Sa_ww beon ¢ MMmﬁmam had previ-
Hostel Dwellers’ - Associati SR T R €en told to move to “new
on and. k. - - "~ . % - flats” in L
by Mr Jan van Eck. inde TR et e . . In "Langa where there was
. pendent’ ¥, . f.citoaun g -+ 4 “a lot of- » :
MP for Claremont, has se R AP A Y = IR Space . On arrival, how-
u cured a , 0. TN L L8 © ' { ever, they f :
temporary stay for about 40 hostel |~ ¢ & S » they Zound no beds available.
occupants in Langa who are "¢ . R .. . Mr van Eck got in touch with
threatened with eviction. poeT e ot L Community Services and was told
Yol - “ *{ thattheh
Mr van Eck and the association .. . o~ .. = ngoﬂ..w owﬁw% now fell under the
asked for an urgent meeting with 471 . S m «f 1ty of the town committees.
officials of the Provincial Admin- &,| . o the Chphasised the problem that
istration Community Services fol- - 'y RS S c%m community does not view
lowing a report that eight men | .= S -3 ese town'committees as repre-
: ST ] SEINY I .._ sentative b
and -their. families’ occupying sin- - iy e m leot €cause they are not
gle quarters in Zone'17, Langa had~ | 7 4 © Y Eksaig ) the people” Mr van
béen inoyed éarly:on Monday. P | o) no said. :
A S L = 2 AT Communi .
2 Other. families on”the premises’ s SR § < & an urg meﬁwqm%mwﬁomw arranged
totalling about 40 people, were ' Mr Jan van Eck . Tieelung yesterday with
; CEan he g, ,_ the association and the secretary

told they would be also be moved. o & . :
 they-had been moved but there Of the town committee, Mr B J

w‘mﬁ.ﬁ mmwwwwmmwwwmmwwmm_ president  was talk that the block was to be- Mafunga, and it was agreed to de-
,, . “‘upgraded” into family quarters, 12y all evictions until the problem

- The residents had no idea why e said. | '~ had been discussed at a further
—_— = meeiing to be held tonight.
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Political Staff

THE Independent MP for Clare-
mont, Mr Jan van Eck, had used
the privilege of Parliament to
propagate untested, biased and
e€xaggerated allegations against
the police in a speech ahout a
crime-prevention operation in
Stellenbosch, the Minister of Law
and Order, Mr Adriaan V1ok, said
yesterday,

“A wrongful impression has
been created by a Member of Par-
liament and 1 feel obliged to put
the record straight,” Mr Viok said
in a statement,

Mr Van Eck had claimed that
heavily armed police and defence
force members with dogs had
barged into homes and arrested
residents, including women
dressed in flimsy nightclothes,
for not having so-called *‘bed
cards”,

He had also claimed that a num-
ber of babies, including 2 five-day-
old, were kept in jail without food
or water. They were expected to
drink toilet water,

Some babies had fainted, Mr
Van Eck had said.

Mr Vlok said he regarded these

rut
7rff

hits ou

it é

allegations in an extremely seri-
ous light and he had asked for a
detailed report which he had now
received.

Mr Viek said that before the
operatiob, police received numer-
ous complaints of serious crimes
In Kaya Mandi, inclading mur-
ders, serious assaults, rebbery,
theft, drug abuse, prostitution and
the possession of firearms and
dangerous weapons.

*“The situation had become un-
bearable for law-abiding res:-
dents and on one occasion police
had even been fired upon while
attending to a complaint

“As a result, a crime-prevention
operation drive was launched and
n:lure than 400 people were arrest-
ed.

“All were allowed to clothe
themselves decently and were
taken to the Stellenbosch pelice
station where all but 12 people
were released after paying admis-
sion-of-guilt fines ”

Some of those held had been
sought in connection with of-
fences including drunken driv-
ing, possession of stolen property
and stolen firearms,.

“At no time were those arrested
held in a prison. They were not
dented food or water.

“Running water was available
to them at all times, and mothers
with babies were given foed and
were the first to be released afie:
paying admassion-of-guilt fines.”

Mr Van Eck said last night that
ke stood by his aliegation that
men, women and children, includ-
ing a five-day-old baby, were ter-
rorized by heavily armed mem-
bers of both the police and
defence force when the hostels in
Kaya Mandi were raided between
three and four morning in the
morning of March 26.

*“1 reject his statement that this
was a crime-prevention opera-
tion, 1n view of the fact that 443 of
the 449 people arrested that night
were only charged with the
‘crime’ of illegally sleeping in the
single-sex hostels, including
women who were sleeping with
their husbands.

“To use the South African
Police and the South African De-
fence Force's so-called *Dad’s
Army’ for this kind of operation is
contemptible and an act of prove-
cation.”

Cape Times, Thursd

Mr Jan van Eck
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ABOUT 17 Villiersdorp
COo-0p workers and their
families face forced re-
moval today because
there is neither land nor
facilities for black hous-
ing in the area, the PFP’s
Unrest Monitoring and
Action Committee
(UMACQC) said yesterday.

The families have
been given until Spm to
break down their houses
and leave the area,
UMAC chairman Mr J as-
per Walsh said.

Mr Walsh said that for
years the only housing
for blacks were hostels
for single men.
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By ROBERT HOUWING
. Weekend Argus Reporter

THE wony facing black work-

seekers freed of influx centrol
10 ’ yet hamstrung by the Western
Cape's acute housing shortage
has come to the fore once
again, this time 1n Vilhiersdorp

Workers at Villiersdorp Co-
op, the town’s agricultural co-
operative and winery, have
been pressured by authorities
to dismantle structures they
.have erected for families
alongside their single-quarter
barracks and persuade them to
leave town

There is no proclaimed black
township 1n the area and the
nearest, Zwelethemba, near
Worcester, almost 50km away,
.already has a severe housing
backlog

: In addition it 1s believed the
the white population 1n the
area rejected the 1dea of buld-
ing a new black township

About 18 families, mostly
from the Transket, are living 1n
corrugated-iron or wooden
shacks next to the men’s bar-
racks at the Co-op They start-
ed making their way to the
Western Cape after influx con-
trol was abolished 1n 1986.

Hot potato

¥
Y
t The women and children
were given until last Saturday
by the Co-op and Vilhersdorp
mpunicipality to leave the pre-

1ses — but they stayed

Mr Jasper Walsh, Progres-
wve Federal Party MP for Pin-
elands and chairman of the
arty’s Unrest Monitoring and
ction Commuttee (Umac), sees

e matter as a “political hot
!potatﬂ,“ given that most farm-
ers 1 the region are fruit ex-
' oriers and susceptible to
threats of stricter sanctions

“Due to hstorical labour
in the area, specifi-
ally coloured labour prefer-
ence and the use of black mi-
grant labour no provision has
en made for the housmg of
lack famlies,” said Mr Walsh

“As a result of hftmg mfux
ontrol wives and children
ave naturally wanted to join
their hushands
“1t would be totaliy mmhu-
ane to forcibly remove these

eople and send them packing
Eack to the Transke1”

Utmost priority

Mr Walsh said the broader
ssue of black housing had to be
addressed as an “utmost priori-
ty” at Government level. ,,

)

of apartheid dictates ,
The 1ssue was ‘“‘very sensl-
tive”, sad Mr Jannme Rauben-
hexmer, manager of the Co-Op
Mr Raubenheime. said the
‘ﬁrst farmies to set up home 1n
gthe single-quarter enclosure ar-

rived 1n January The numbers
had gradually increased and on
mquiry he had been told there
was no housing available for
the families at Zwelethemba

“The hostels are on ground
helonging to the municipality
and they have apphed some
pressure over this problem,”
said Mr Raubenbeimer.

Denied

. But when Weekend Argus ac-
companied Umac representa-
tive Mrs Val Rose-Christie to
an interview with Town Clerk
Mr J I, Serfontein, he denied
that the ground was mumcipal
property

“It 18 }r1vate land under the
yurisdiction of the company, al-
though 1t falls within the mu-
nicipal area

“We have imvestigated this
matter because 1t 1nvolves ille-
gal squatting ™

Asked whether the munci-
pality was 1n a position to
break down the structures, he
saad *“I would rather not com-
ment on that”

Mr Serfontemn acknowledged
that there was no black town-
ship 1o the area

Attorneys

“Our town planners have
heen looking at all aspects of
housmng m Vilhersdorp for the
past s1x months,” he said “No
report has come forward yet
but 1t should be a broad plan 1n

everybody’s mterests”

The Grabouw secretary of
the Food and Alhied Workers’
Union, Ursula MacDonald, said
the umon had referred the Co-
op matter to its attorneys

The Villiersdorp dispute 18
the thard of 1ts kind in the
Western Cape in recent
months

Last October a community
of black workers m Grabouw,
following a visit by indepen-
dent MP for Claremont Mr Jan
van Eck, called for the estab-
Lishment of a black township
the area where they could hve

“pke human beings” with their
families

Some of the men had lived
single quarters for about 30
years,

Arrests
More recently security

- forces made more than 400 ar-

rests — mostly women — in a
dawn raid on the Kaya Mandi

single quarters near Stellen-,

bosch The women were
charged with trespassing ¢
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The single-quarter barracks ot Villiersdorp Co-op
who have trekked from the Transkel to be w

Litile Village Ti

L

destruction — the

by MARK STANSFIELD
Weekend Argus Reporter

THE Groenewalds of Buffels-
jags Bay are under threat of
removal and face the destruc-
tion of their village, which has

stood on the seashore for al- :

most a century.

This umgue, extended family
of 13 houses has lived at the
isolated bay since about 1893
Their nearest neighhours are
about 50km away. They were a
clan of fishermen almost for-
gotten by time.

Now, in the name of pro-
gress, the 20th century has
caught up with the Village
Time Forgot.

The families have been told
they must move about Skm up
the const. No reason has been
given,

Dull homes

Their little thatched, ram-
shackle wooden houses and the
generations of memories they
contain are likely to be torn

® The Minister of Constitu- « down The village people are to

“tional Development and Plan-
mng, Mr Chris Heuns, saxd 1n a
recent statement that an
amendment to the Prevention
of Illegal Squatting Act was
due soon It would “considera-
bly improve the present inef-
fective management of the
phenomenon of squatting "

i — '

“#be thoved to a “new” village* must it be heré?) b, ~

about S5km away.

Their new village is likely to
be a dull, unimaginative collec-
tion of cinderblock homes, but
with modern conveniences they
have never had: running water,
electricity and toilets

However, the Groenewalds
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Mr Petrus Groenewald is at
community has been orusi
that has been home to

wereZnot consulted. Nor were
they ld why the village was
bult so far from their present
homes. Predictably, they are
angry and heartsore. .

The spokesman for Buifels-
jags Bay's residents, Mr Petrus
Groenewald, stood on an£mply

piece of land apd asked: “Why
X

¥

“Why can’t they just build
new houses a few metres*away
from where our fathers and
our grandfathers lived all these
years?

“] was born in Bnffelsjags 46
years ago My family and I
wish to remain as close to that




T mEvG. o

y The numbers, ,.

> -

” P, - % ek, ¥ !
Increased and on i ’“?U Ty .
" been told there | < lpritly saludn.
.. avallable for [~ =l w7 :

-

Zwelethemba

- are on ground
the mumcipality
~ apphed some

this problem,”

—— 1

g |
i

voncud Argus ac-
__14€ representa-
Rose-Christie to
with Town Clerk
--.2, he demed
~ was municipal

land under the
the company, al-
within the mu-

vesiigated this
- 1t mmvolves 1lle-

or the munmci-
a posttion to

- structures, he

rather not com-
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acknowledged
no black town-
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Pictures; DANA le ROUX, Weekend Argus

The single-quarter barracks at Villiersdorp Co-op and surrounding shacks. Women and children |
who have trekked from the Transkei to be with their husbands may be forced to move,

Little Village Time Forg
= -destruction — the fisherfolk

secretary of by MARK STANSFIELD
Allied Workers’ .+ Waakend Argus Reporter
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planners have
all aspects of
~ump for the
-” he said “No .
-~ forward yet ..
a hrnﬂd plan 1n

-
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negotiating with the people of
Buffelsjags over the resettle-

........

=-Donald gaid

—icried the Co-

THE Groenewalds of Buffelg-
Jags Bay are under threat of

ment, yesterday denied he had
safd the people must move be-

N attorneys removal and face the destrue- cause the area was for the rich,
2p dispute 15 tion of their village, which has “I have been visiting the Buf-
z ﬁ?d rlgc;llﬁ stood on the seashore for al- felsjags community regularly

4 community
~ In Grabouw,

by indepen-
~eruoiit Mr Jan

most a century.

This unique, extended family
of 13 houses has lived at the
isolated bay sinee about 1893,
Their nearest neighbours are

and have explained that their
new homes will have running
water, toilets and electricity —
things they’ve never had,

“They are adamant that they

f about 50km away They were a : . won't go, 50 I have written to
' for the estab-  ¢lan of fishermen almost for- ‘ - ¥ ? AT the secretary of the Bredas-
the tqwﬂ]sgl ﬂ '»  Botten by time S nel ) ?:ﬁ& b % e et dorp Regional Services Council

€y co ve Now, in the name of pro- ;;ﬁuf}ﬁﬂ Eya gt B i B0 ‘ 3 and have instracted him to

— TR
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- had hved in
~ for abuuiJ; 30

— A _
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1-13' security

“_« than 400 ar- uii i

women — in a
- Kaya Mand:
- near Stellen-,
women were
~2UASHLUIE 2
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with their » 8ress, the 20th century has

caught vp with the Village
Time Forgot,

The families have been told
they must move about 5km up

the coast. No reason has been
given, "}

Dull homes

Their httle thatched, ram-
shackle wooden houses and the
generations of memories they
contain are likely to be torn

Mr Petrus Groenewald is at a loss to exploin why his
community has been ordered to move from a village
that has been home to their families since 1893.

wereynot consulted. Nor were
they Jold why the village was
bmlt g0 far from their present
homes. Predictably, they are
angry and heartsore,

The spokesman for Buffels-
jags Bay’s residents, Mr Petrus

Groenewald, stood on an gmpty

]

spot as possible. All our memo-
ries are there,

“If the Government could
give us an acceptable reason
why we must move farther
away from where we launch
our boais we could understand.

“Buat all they, ever say isny

commence building the new
village as soon as possible.
Those people will eventually

have to move whether they hke
it or not.”

NoO reason

Mr Padiachy could give no
expheit reason why Buffelsjags
was to be located about 5km
away from its present spot

The secretary of the Bredas-

) zt:down. The village people are to'~ p; f land and asked: “Why ‘Y t ' They h :

of Constitu- ., plece o and asked: Yy ou must move-. lhey have dorp Regional Services’ Coun-
* 4 and Plan-’#éihe ‘hoved to a “new” village: must it be here?” . t » {never givem us‘a reasom for cil, Mr A Vorster, said he wag
“:sadma g about 5km away. “Why can’t they just buijld Wanting to do it.” * unable to comment because

n“."

- — -

the Prevention

that an’’

Thewr new village is hkely to
be a dull, unimaginative collec-

new houses a few metres’'away
from where gur fathers and

He claimed that the villag-
ers’ MP, Mr Neville Padiachy,

Buffelsfags Bay was not on
RSC ground “We have no con-

w0z Act was  tHon of cinderblock homes, but our grandfathers lived all these a member of the House of Rep- trol over it,” he added.
4 %eonsydera- With modern convemences they years? res¢ntatives, said: “This land is Yet receipts for the annuoal
- present mef- have never had: running water, “I was born i Buffelsjags 46 for rich people ... you have t0 Jevies paid by Baifelsjags resi-
.~.cunt of the electricity and toilets, years ago. My family and I move.” dents are issued by s depart-
wjuatting.” . However, the Groenewalds wish to remain as close to that ment,

Mr Padiachy, who has been

P
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Staff Reporter

WORKERS at the Villiers-
dorp agricultural co-opera-
tive and winery are looking
for housing for their wives
and children after being
told to move them off the
premises where they have
been living in temporary
structures,

They were given until Spm
on Monday to dismantle the
structures or lose themr jobs

There is no black township in
the area and the co-op provides
only single quarters for their
workers.

Mr Jannie Raubenhermer, d:-
rector of the co-op, said he
was aware that the workers 1g-
nored the deadline and therr
families were stiil there,

“Barlier this month we
called a disciplinary meeting
with the workers and therr
union

“We warned them that they
were 1n danger of losing their
Jobs if they did not move their
families,” Mr Raubenheimer
said.

“If they do not dismantle
their'shacks soon, we will call
another disciplinary meeting
and give the workers a second
warnmng ”

“I am still hoping that we
can find a solution to this prob-
lem,” Mr Raubenheimer said

“It 15 1impossible for us to al-
low the workers’ families to
stay ‘here The company does
not want to contravene any
laws ”

z};bout 18 families, mostly
frmz;l Transkel, are living in the

corrugated-iron and wooden
shacks next to the men’s bar-
racks

The nearest township i1s Zwe-
lethemba, 50km away near
Worcester, which has a severe
housing backlog

Miss Ursula MacDonald, the
Grabouw secretary of the Food
and Allied Workers’ Unton, said
the union had a meeting with
C0-0p workers this week

“The workers are resigned to
the fact that they cannot Iive
with theirr wives and children,”
Miss MacDonald said,

“We decided to ask manage-
ment for an extension* of the
deadline, to give the workers
an opportunity to dismantle the
structures SRR

Miss MacDonald said this
would probably take place:to-
morrow, when the workers had
time off and could assist therr
wives

“The workers are
to comply with management’s
request. All they ask now 1s a
Iitfle time to find alternative
aﬁzcﬂmmndatmn for their fam-
lres ”

Miss MacDonald said the
union and the Progressive Fed-
eral Party’s unrest monitoring
and action committee were
looking for accommodation for
the women and children.

“Some of them have rela-
tives in Zwelethemba and Cape
Town who we will approach to
ask for temporary hoh‘§1ng,”
she said, ’

v
Miss MacDonald said the
union would continue to pres-

sure the authorities for a black
township in Villiersdorp.

£ men i

b
¢

Mr Jasper Walsh, PFP MP
for Pinelands and chairman of
the monitoring committee
called on the co-op manage-
ment and the municipality to
constder alternatives

“No black housing, or even
land, 1s available in Villiers-
dorp for these people,”” Mr
Walsh said

“For many years the col-
oured labour preference policy,
enforced by influx control,
meant that the only housing for
blacks was hostels fm‘:_; imgle
N "

“But surely now something
can be done for these people?”

lz;repared |
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Power and survival

ITH an average of al-

most three people to a
bed, relationships between
men and women 1n the
“man’s world” of the Western
Cape’s black hostels seldom
have much to do with love —
and everything to do with
power and survival

This 1s argued by two Univer-
sity of Cape Town academics, Dr
Mamphela Ramphele and Emile
Boonzaler, 1n a myth-busting
new bhook, South African
Keywords The Uses And
Abuses Of Political Concepts,
published this week

Their chapter, Gender And
Race, provides a fascinating
ghmpse of the lives of thousands
of ordinary men and women 1n
the Western Cape, how some
women hop from bed to bed to
survive and how South Africa’s
social and political order affects
working-class black men “in a
way that brings out the worst
kinds of chauvinism i them?”.

They focus on a study of rela-
ttonships 1n local hostels where,
according to a survey conducted

within the past two years, there
1S an average bed occupancy of
2,8 people, a person to working
toilet ratio of 133 to one and a
person to tap ratio of 117 to one.

“By definmition, all the bed-
holders are adult males They
therefore find themselves in the
enormously powerful position of
controlling the only viable
source of urban accommodation
available to dependants — most-
ly female

“The majority of female resi-
dents (51 percent) are wives of
bed-holders ”

Many of the wives came to the
hostels as “a desperate measure
to save their famlies from disin-
tegration, starvation or both”
Some marriages continued to
function well, 1n spite of the
odds

“But for many wives the move
fo town involves entering a cold,
mndifferent and sometimes open-
ly hostile environment where
they are seen as intruders by
their hushands ”

These unstable marriages
were usually marked by the hus-
band’s failure to send money to

By JEREMY DOWSON, Staff Reporter

the wife and were often associat-
ed with unemployment, loss of
responsibility for the family at
“home”, alcohol abuse and extra-
marital relationships with “girl-
friends” in town

Most of the unmarried women
were mothers and came to Cape
Town to search for a source of
income to support their families

Their relationships with men
were motivated “primarily by
the need for accommeodation, al-
though other considerations,
such as financial support and oc-
casionally affection, also play a
part They literally jump from
bed to bed to survive.”

According to one unmarried
woman interviewed: “People
have boyfriends mainly because
they need a place to stay Some
do 1t for the sake of being sup-
ported by these men, but they
are a minority, Most people hate
the system of living together
(‘ukuhlalisana’), but they have no
choice because of accommoda-
tion problems.”

Women’s dependence on bed-
holders placed men 1n an “enor-
mously powerful position over
women, making the hostels truly
a ‘man’s world’ ”

Some men went as far as to
prohibit their wives from usimg
contraceptives 1 order to con-
trol their sexual activities — 1r-

respective of their own behay-
1our

Commented one man “One
has to remove the licence to
loose life to avoid one’s name
being disgraced in the village
during one’s absence ”

Unmarried women were 1 a
particularly difficult position

“For men the benefit 15 mainly
that of having a ‘domestic slave’
to attend to their laundry, cook-
ing and cleaning as well as a
sexual partner.”

Relationships between women
were 1 turn marked by “intense
competition” and fights regular-

1y, broke out, sometimes ending
in death _ '~

“Physidal attractiveness be-

comes a matter of survival QOne
of the unfortunate consequences
of this 1s the widespread use of
skin-lightening creams. Failure
to use such preparations 1s seen
as suicidal

“Said one woman ‘You are re-
garded as a woman who doesn’t
care about her appearance and
you are dumped 1n favour of
those women who are nmice and
ﬁ—HH—.Mﬁ i I}

A typical reply to questions
about long-term skin damage
was “Let that day come when 1t
comes I can’t stop and take the
risk of losing out”

The authors said the hostels
provided “a good iilustration of
how ‘tradition’ — a reconstruc-
tion of the past that 1s unchal-
lengeable — 1s used to support
the system of male dominance”

They added “Even the ‘tradi-
tional’ practice of barring wom-
en from the cattle kraal in def-
erence to the departed who
might be buried there has been
transplanted to the urban envi-
ronment

“In one hostel 1n Guguletu
women were barred from the
common room during cerfain pe-

riods on the grounds that it was
ebuhlant: (the kraal) which men
used for discussions and meet-

Humm La

sSumming up, the authors said
black women represented their

men’s “only cushion agamnst their

complete powerlessness” Any
suggestion of equality between
the sexes was “a real threat to
ther egos”

They argued that the general
oppression endured by the men
“acts as a paradigm for their
domination of women, which 1s
reinforced.by an appeal to ‘tradi-
tion’ to justify practices said to
be central to ‘African culture’”

Their final sober note? Male
domination 1s “unlikely to disap-
pear naturally” with the remov-
al of racial and other forms of
discrimination

® Dr Ramphele 15 a semior re-
search officer mm UCT’s anthro-
pology and paediatrics depart-
ments Emile Boonzaler 1s a
lecturer 1n the anthropology de-
pariment The book, published
by David Philip, contains centri-

butions by eight other academ-
ics
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"Story CHIARA CARTER

IFTY  rural
labourers feanng
for their lives
say they took
refuge for five

days in an open field to
escape bosses threatening to
assault them with axes and
guns t

The workers say they sleptin a
field near Riebeek-Kasteel out-
side Wellington after being fired

=—from*a factory-in the nearby

T g -

LJ‘

|

'l._"‘;r' T R S

hamlet of Bo-Hermon - and then
barred from their hostel
dwellings on a farm 20 kms
away, * |

Several workers interviewed this
week also alleged that.

« "Kalfir" slurs were made agamnst
their union,

« The dog of an "agiator” was
shot dead,

» The dog was then roasted on a
fire, |

« Belongings of some workers
were sct on fire,

« Axes and guns?were used to
smash some workers belongings of
some workers with axes,

The workers, mostly contract labour-
ers from the Transhey, clamm they were
dismissed from their jobs at Whistaal
Versprewders, a galvamsed-wire factory,
for ymmng the South Afncan Alhed
Workers Unuon (Saawu)

Owner-manager Evert Kotze said the
workers had been remstated He would
not comment at first on the allegations

e
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The scenmc beauty belies horrific conditions Ts t th

hostel dwellers' only source of water
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s wat Dismissed

-

Contacied a second hume he agamn re
fused to comment.

Police in Riebeck-Kasteel said they
heard what had happened but could not
act untl charges were lmd

Workers interviewed smd Kotze ap-
parently averheard two workers talking
about the wnion during shift changes on
Wednesdny evenung

One of the workers, Stmim1 Dimaye,
was accused of boing an agitator and

assaultoed

They said Kotze then told their shift
and the shaft which was about to fall tn
that they were fired lor jouung & "kalfir
vmon’ without noufying hum

They then walked from the factory to
their hostel on one of Kolzes farms
about 20 kilometres away

The next day, a delegation went to the
Saawu offices in Cape Town and the
urucn contacted the owner

A Saawn official said Kotze told lnm
he did not want to waste fus ume talg
ing to "kagf'us !

Kotze, he said, told him the workers
had been dismissed for going on stnike
and possessing polincal pamphlets He
was, however, prepared to 1 Kstau:
them after s1x days
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- Back at the farm, most workers left

WWE B e S e L

the hostel and hid 1n the fields Two
men, Zwelenkos:i Maqatinha and
Geonbast Mbonswa, remamed on the
premses

They say that at about 9 am Kotze,
his pariners, Willem and Naylor Ser-
dyn, and their three foremen came to
the hostel armed with axes and guns
They broke down the doors and dam-

aged workers' property

Kuoize came into my room and ashed
where the others were ™ Magathiha said

We were ordered mto has bakkie He
and the othcr men then went 1o Sitm s
room We could hear things beng
smashed A bip fire wos made and
some of our clothes blankets and other
posscessions thrown onto the fire

Hid In fleld

‘They shot Smim s dog and roasted 1t
over the fire The dog had not tned 10
hite them They smd to us that Sinim
and another worker would be "dead
men”

"The two of us then escaped to where
the others were hiding mn the ficlds

*Later, we managed to save some
clothes and blankets *

Workers say thewr wdentity documents
and bank books had disappeared And
they cannot draw money to buy food

They joined Szewu ant a bid to wn-
prove wages and working conditions
They say they were pad R60 a week
and worked 12 hour shalts

They cltaum that they worked overtime
for which they were not paid but were
afraxd to ebject since both Koetze and
one of lis feremen, Mr Gert Eybers,
camed guns

The hostel they hived in was filthy

and they used water from the nver be-
cause their was no 1ap

Mr Kotze dechined to comment but
has since agreed to rewnstate the work-
¢TI,

Sanwu 15 secking legal advice gbout
the damage done to worhers property
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A PRETORIA . man
who applied for a new
identity document in
May last year has lost
hope of ever getting it.

He applied twice and
each time he received and
opened the envelope he
found a photograph of a
woman — the same
woman ~— staring at him

— b

1T -

By
MONK NKOMO

have been 1ssued with
incorrect 1dentity
documents by the
Department of Home

Affairs — a move which

+15  expected to cost

millions of rands to
reissue correct ones

Mr Masmndi said he
applied for the new 1D 1n
May last year and he
went to fetch it at the
Commussioner’s offices
in Von Weiligh Street 1n
September

" When he'opened the

envelope,- the date of
birth was 1n(
stated and the picture
attached to the document
had transformed him
Into a woman “The
officials there told me i1t
was a mistake and ]
apphed again®™, said Mr

incorrectly .

He went to fetch the
second 1D on August 30
this sear *'l got another
shock Eserything was
correct except the
picture J1 was of 'the
same woman | really
don’t know what to do
next.,” Mr Masind: said

THE Attorney-General will decide Conservative Party aliegations

that police were too scared to

“1 reaily don’t know

what to do | am gomng
about without an [D,”
lamented Mr 'Samue!
Masindi, an employee at
the Bophuthatswana
Transport Holdings
depot 1n Waltloo,
Pretoria

Masind) is among the
scores of blacks who

whether to prosecute Archbishop
Desmond Tutu in terms of the
emergency regulations after he
called on people not to vote in the
October 26 municipal elections
recently, Brigadier Leon Mellet,

yesterday

Press secretary to Law and Order
Minister Mr Adrniaan Vlok, said

Brigadier Mellet rejected

prosecute Archbishop Tuiu and
said police
Intensive Investigauons into the
matter,

were conducting

“When the docket 15 completed
1t will be handed to the Attorney-

General for his decision.” said

Brigadier Mellet

.- |



A BOLAND farmer
accused of destroying
workers' property be-
cause they belonged to
a "kaffir union" has
challenged the workers

to lay charges against

him.

Mr Evert Kotze, manager ! ‘

and co-owner of Witstaal
Verspreiders m Hermon,

has demed allegations made
by about 50 workers who
left his employ two weeks
ago

The workers claimed they
were fired after Kotze dis-
covered they had joined the
South African Allied
Workers Union (Saawu)
and were planning a meet-
HIg

They said they jomed the
union to improve therr
hving and working cond:-
lions,

They alleged that after
they were dismissed, Kotze,

Charge me -

Sacked workers prepare for 'bed’

s two business partners
and the factory foremen
came to the hostel where
they were living Posses-
sions were destroyed, two
workers threatened with a
gun and a dog belongmg to
one of the workers killed

Kotze, who last week re-

fused to comment when
approached by SOUTH,
this week said the workers
had not been fired but had
"mysteniously disappeared"
He had no 1dea why they
had left

He demed any knowledge
of assaults, destruction of

possessions, or the disap-
pearance of workers' iden-
ity documents, bank books
and money

He said he had nothing to
do with the hostel which
belonged to his partners

Asked about the alleged

shooting and roasting of
the dog, Happies, he said he
had heard the dog was shot
because 1t had bitten sheep

"In any event workers are
not allowed to keep pets,”
he said

Neither he nor his fore-
men carned guns or other
weapons since there was no
need for thus "Hermon 1s a
peaceful place,” he said

"Workers are free to ap-
proach me on any of the
allegations and are welcome
to lay charges agamst me "

Kotze told South last
week that the workers had
been remstated This week
he said he had no mtention
of remnstating them and had
employed other people m
their place

"Work 1s carrying on as
normal,” he said

The workers are now liv-
ing 1 the Saawu offices 1n
Cape Town

)
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A supervisor had been very an
when the dissatisfied wnrgrs ap-
n after he and 46 others left PT cached hum He had had a gun with
ﬂ Potato farm where they belreve they tl::glmvi:h:n El;?ﬂ%p“k‘fktg them and told
ad been unfairly treated and 27 of If th y walx back to Transke;
them headed for Cape Town €y Wished, Mr Maratsha saiq

Mr Ntuthuzelo Maratsha, of Thaban- o, 12€ Workers had held a meeting on

on January 20 and brought to the fg; they &verz unable to interfere
Piketberg farm of Mr Gideon “Cow- o, we decided to come to Cape
boy” Carstens OWn on foot,” said My Maratsha

Speaking through an Interpreter, he JForty-six of us left the farm but only
Vilh the quatiy of fomd e oy - Mr Carstne o toum "
therr “workunes! helr Lving quarters, (o comment yester a grong o fe
treatment meted out to them at work ;iled workers had recently left the
" They had understood they would be i?;ﬁ e%ewdassﬂgtsthﬁ first time this had
ﬁ;ﬁd bReLft g;ﬂnbliﬂﬂ;t ";{15& g::ﬁ{ %fg The wof*kers *lﬁlere under contract
L}ﬁiﬁ_pner had said via an assistant that fﬁfﬁg‘i 2% angement was that they get
; e%v,:uuld keep the rest of their wages ot 0f therr wages “when they go
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Violence and want

VIOLENCE and want are altering
the face of mgration within the Afri-
can contment, says a report from the
International Labour Office

As a result, one out of every five
African migrants today 1s a refugee,
and one refugee out of every two mn

the world 1s African, the report says
Most’ mugration 1n sub-Saharan

Africa 1s no longer a matter of indi-
vidual choice but 1s driven by fear of
the armed conflicts and by the spec-
tre of hunger that hovers over an
increasinging number of pertodically
drought-stricken countries

Africa 1s torn between 1deology
and reality The 1deal 1s unity, frater-

nity, sharing 1t 15 reflected m the 17 %R

inter-governmental groups that have
been formed m recent times But the
day-to-day reality is reflected in the
mass expulsions of migrants by these
countries In the past 20 years five-
milhon people have been forced to
leave their new-found homes
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Tracing the hustory of deportation

i Africa, the study measures the 1m-

act and analyses the legal basis of
«_governments’ decisions to expel

X One prime example 1S Ghana Be-
e tween 12-mllion and 1,5-mmlion
o Ghanaians were forced to leave Nige-
o\ r1a 1n 1983 and another 150 000 1n 1985
Ghana was already strugghng with a
eterlorating economy, which almost
collapsed under the weight of the re-
turming mugrants
-, An estimated 35-rmllion Africans
live outside their own country
Of all the forms of migration, per-
haps the most typically African 1s
border mugration, where hundreds of
thousands of people cross interna-
tional borders every day without go-
ing through any formahues
The political borders 1n Africa, set
up arbitrarily by the colomal powers

yse African migration

1885, cut across the territories of
omogeneous populations with the
result that every country 1 Africa
shares at least one ethnic group with
a neighbouring country.
Another category is organised mit-
gration This basically refers to the
movements of low-skilled workers

mtended to offset a temporary or
long-term labour shortage The flow

of workers to SA from neighbouring
states 1s orgamsed migration.

While many rmugrants, both legal
and 1llegal, cross national borders i
Africa seekmg a better hife than their
home countries can offer, the bur-
geoning refugee movements are the
most alarming for African govern-
ments and international aid agencies

The study cites UN statistics that
put the number of African refugees at
approximately five-million 1n 1888 —
up from 300000 1n 1960 Moreover,
between 1971 and 1986 the refugee
population more than gquadrupled.
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whieh mcluded a TV set and
“s0 on”’

“Apart from s bed, each
resident has a mattress and a
side cabinet for his personal
belongings The allegation that
there 1s no hot water 18 totally
unfounded,” Mr Lotter said

He added residents were giv-
en three meals a day. If it was
not possible for them to return
for lunch, food was /Sgiven {o
them in the morning to take
with them to their workplace”

He said the dimng and Kitch-
en facilities weré “regularly in-
spected.”

Those earmng up to R8 490
per annum paid R63 a month
and those earmng from RS 491

Staff Reporter
l,QONDITIONS are “disgusting”

At the South African Transport
. Qervices hostel’ in Langa, ac-
| cording to black employees

‘But Sats *sercy.f the facilities of-
|l fered’are more' than adequate
_considering the price of full

board and lodging ranges from
R63 to R8T a month

|  The workers, mostly mi-
| grants, are inmates_of Ikwezl
Hostel, a.Sats-owned single-sex
‘hostel next tol the railway lmne
in Langa township

i+ Some who wrote to The Ar-
\ gus sad they had been living at

the 'hostel 'for years They 1n-
sisted on remainmng anonymous
“for fear of victimisation”

' They clamned

@ There was no hot water at
the hostel — a “terrible incon-
venience” m winter

® A “substantial amount”
was deducted from their wages
for food, which they said was
bad, and they felt the deduction
was a “rip-off ”

® This deduction was coml-
pulsory and WOIKers not will-
ing to live at the hostel had no
choilce

® Sleeping facilities were
“gppalling” A thin maitress,

to R12600 paid R75 and those
earming more than R12 601 paxd
R$7 for full board and lodging

He subsequently mvited The
Argus to tour the hostel, which
has three blocks, each with
three storeys

Tour findings

The tour revealed that one of
the blocks, with eight men 1n &
room, had been recently re-
painted and there were new
lockers, three thin mats per
bed, a light switch nearby and
4 TV room on each floor, Hot
water facilities had also been
mstalled

The ground floor had been
completed 1n the second resl-
dential block

The manager Mr G Coleman,
said the tmrd block had been
turned into a “store room” He
saxd he did not have the keys
for 1t

The kifchen, in a separate
building, was tidy Meals were
served in the adjoimng hall

There was a bar in this din-
ing room and the area also
serves as a “cinema” for week-
ly film shows

1 provided when the worker
. joined SATS, was never re-
| placed

® Admission of visitors was
at the whim of security guards
who often turned them away

However, Mr Brian Lotter,
' Qats regional public relations
officer, said he had recewved no
| complamts from residents The
' three-storey hostel houses
ahout 375 employees

He said the hostel was being
upgraded, and each floor now
had 1ts own recreational area

—_ ———— T —




1r L1 gu7em

Wdfkéf * wins “

arrest review

S /gl

THE magistrate of Stel
30 days to show cause w fy-rth& arrest,
conviction’and sentence for- respass-»
Ing of & young hotel worker'after a
dawn raid by police on,a Kaya, Mand;,
hostel in-Somerset West shuuldr npt be
set aside:t; ,»: = s gy P IR TLLECT, ,ei

Mr "Justice J Fagan yesterday
granted an application by Mr g;lamba-:u
sile Matshikiza to this effect.

Mr, Matshikiza said that after :the
raid, on March 26 1988, he had not
been allowed ‘to get his bed card,
which his sister had for safekeeping

He and other arrestees were kept at
a police station for about,12 hours
without food or water and, when his

sister brought his card, a pohceman
refused to accept it

He was told he would only be re-
leased if he paid R30, but it was not
explained that this was an admlssmn
of guilt for trespassing 4+ % ',
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By CHIARA CARTER

ABOUT 30 destitute m
workers who fled from a
Philipp1 precast concrete factory
are desperately trying to find
money to return to their homes
in Venda.

The workers, who were recrmted
at Louis Trichardt in mid-February,
walked out of East Rand Walling

|after a week in protest agamnst
working conditions and wages

| Spokesperson for the workers, Mr
{ Moses Manyekwane, said they had
been promised R15 a day and free food
and accommodaton.

But when they began work at the factory

they were told by the company manager,
Mr Piet Barnard, Ihay would only be paid
R13 a day and had to buy their own food

Manyekwane said the workers had been
unhappy about thexr accommodation which
was a2 warehouse without any privacy.

He said they had not been provided with

overalls or safety clothing and that ablu-
tion facihties were madequate 1

There were no showers and workers had f
to wash under a hose 1n the yard .'

Manyekwane said there was only one ,
toilet which male and female staff had o
share

Manyekwane claimed several workers had )
been assaulted by the owner after they
complamned about conditions They then | |
walked out of the factory '

The workers returned after officials from:
the National Council of Trade Unmna
(Nactu) negotiated, but they wa]kad nnt
again on the same day. :

¥

Manyekwane alleged that the manager
and his son had adopted a t]maatanmg
attitude” towards them >

“ﬂ

"He said he would get the nnglaadara Wa
feared for our ives," Manyekwane sad ~ - ﬁ

The workers have been living at- tha

Zolam: Centre i Nyanga for more than’g
three weeks.

He claimed that Mr Piet Barnard aa 1

companied by a mumcpal pahcaman had
 followed them to the cenire to fatch fives

"'!

workers. i
II." 1 -"‘:Iq_

This was annﬁrmad by nfficaals fram"}St

John Ambulance which operates f.ram tﬁ% 1
" centre i

He daaanbad allegations about heatings
as nansanaa
In 1987 SOUTH published a story about

workers at the same factory who claimed
they, had been asss aulted when they

protested agaimst workmg conditions and

low wages .
Mr Bamard also denied all the claims

" St John Ambulance Shawco, 2t+t1":_jé;r"fiI*‘laéiﬂ{

AL g

Cross and local busmessmen 1n Nyanga
'have been assisting the workers |

1

|

The Venda embassy has saxd it 1a unabla 1
to help the group return to Venda; hec- .

5 -

ithey were not recruited mnside tha ‘hoife:

u"aﬂ - —

land. f’ ) B

A om 1“_;""

East Rand awnar Mr Fred Barnard f&e-
nred3ll the workers' allegations, IS

Barnard said that nine of the wnrﬁarala —
had been recruited at Lous Tncha:rdt WoIC -
snll working for the _company ancl .twarr =

- "quite happy" o e

l.l_'*"l“"l"

‘ Barnard said that he had a workforce of A1 )

=y -

- men who had not protested about WOTKo -

o =l _‘_
| conditions- . ', o g
Sl ?

| "My own baya are quna happy at work - ~
Ba:tnard said - :

- - 1 "i-lv.""1

"It's just four mangatara wha caused?s__
e WE '%L"ﬁm-_--

this trouble” TR

| He saxd that he had offered to
workers and deduct the' anat‘frnm n &
fortnightly wage packet but they had Bas:

*"fussy" about food ' ? W

3 b pb Al T
He said he had from the start nffared R]., )
a cay to the workers and had a tapa-racara—
mg to prove this ot

"They are just Iazy I told them that 1f i -

o dar

they can't carry more than 60 kilos then i =
might as well employ women," Bamaard :
sad T
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By WA MGOOQI
{A Concerned Citizen)
I ADD my voice to the call made
by Anthony Johnson 1n your opin-
1on column of April 11, headed

“Cape must get 1ts fair share of
government’s R3 bn upliftment
fund”

It made one reflect on the de-
plorable conditions {o which our
fellowmen, families of migrants
are subjected, even four years
after the abolhition of the influx

control laws
The obnoxious mflux control

laws were repealed in 1986.
These forced married men with
famihies here or 1n the homelands
to lead lives of single men, while
their wives and children above
the age of 16 were hounded for
not having a permit to be 1n an
urban area for longer than 72
hours

After the abolition of these
laws, one would have expected,
Jn the normal course of events,
that those who had been the har-
dest hit by these oppressive and
exploitative laws would have
been on top of the list 1n a pro-
gramme for reparation.

Into oblivion

Alas! Their lot, has not only re-
mained static, but has worsened
to the extent that nothing has
been done to provide accommo-
dation for their families who had
hitherto been precluded by law
to join them

The very employers who had
been enjoined to provide them
with accommodation have now
turned their backs on their moral
and/or legal duty by evieting them
from premises butlt by them, pre-
ferring to sell these to private
property developers who are only
too keen to purchase and upgrade
these for sale to urban blacks

wlhn can afford to pay higher rent-
als
Those who had been at the bot-

tom of the pile continue to re-
celve a raw deal with no one to
advocate their cause They have

been thrown into oblivion, as it
were

The struggle for the abolition of
the mnflux control system has to
be given some meaning or con-
tent and the starting point for
that process has to be the 1m-
provement of the living condi-

t1ons created by that abominable
system

Otherwise 1t remains a hollow
victory now for the thousands of

WMJ; " *

o a g\ ST Fo NP e

men, women and children who
continue to live under the most
degrading inhuman and uninha-
bitable conditions prevailing 1n
the hostels all over the Western
Cape.

We need to tour the townships
of Langa, Nvanga, Guguletu, Mfu-
lem up to Hermanus to appreci-
ate the shame which hangs over
the city of Cape Town, a city
which has the reputation of a
“mother” city

The words of Anthony Johnson
deserve repetition when he says
“whatever the history of apart-
heid — depriving black communi-
ties of vital resources 1n the past,
the Cape Provincial authorities
should move with all speed to
ensure that this province gets its
fair share of the new upliftment
fund”

I want to go further and say that
one of the priority areas should
beto eradicate the scourge left by
the migrant labour system on
black family hife.

Judge Jan Steyn

Fortunately, solid and praise-
worthy groundwork has been
done by the West Cape Hostel
Dwellers Association and Hostel

Dwellers Trust by way of investi-
gating possibilities of converting

the existing hostels into family

accommodation
What they require most 1s fund-

ing of this imaginative and cre-
ative work to improve the lot of
their fellowmen

One would hope that those who
are responsible for the admini-
stration of the much-needed re-
sources will be touched by the
plight of one of the primary vie-
tims of the apartheid laws, the
magrants and their famtlies

Happily, Judge Jan Steyn, one
of those who took up the cudgels
against this sytem, 1s best placed
to appreciate the need It now
remains only to give content to
that wvictory, lest it remains a

paper victory, never touching the
Iives, 1n any materal terms, of

those for whom the change was
intended

Any system of government 1s
Jjudpged not so much 1n terms of
how 1t regulates relations be-
tween powerful groups 1n society
— but 1n terms of what it does to
protect the rights and interests of
those who are vulnerable to ex-
ploitation and social injustice.
This 18 the acid test facing local
government now, today

Democratising the local
government structures is a sepa-
rate matter certainly on the
national agenda, but the crying
need now ig to improve the phys-
1ical conditrons under which di-

_rect victims of the migratory la-

bour system toiled and continue
to toal
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ons are a feature of hostel life The lockers are full 50 an oid fridge IS
commandeered to serve as storage space

A hard day's mght A weary Sats labourer takes refuge from the poverty around fum by

curling up on his single bed d iiving condit

Clutter




The shocking conditions in
which migrant workers
live has often been the
subject of newspaper
exposes. But the last 20
years have seen little
improvement
DOCTORSON
TSHABALALA reports:

REFORM and upgrading are
foreign concepts to the workers
at the South African Transport
Services hostel in Langa.

While the railways bosses claim
to be upgrading the hostel, workers
have not seen much change since
the hostels were bwilt 15 years
ago.

mOEE. concepts alien to the workers

include privacy and living with therr
families — something these men have

TT AT S e

The toilets and showers were dirty
most of the time, said the workers
Pillow cases and newspapers were
stuffed into holes 1n the windows to
prevent the wind from commng in
In winter they had to buy pressure
stoves to keep warm, they said
Sats public relauons officer Brian
Lotter said the condiuons would be
changed in two months following
"tmprovements" which he claimed
were taking place at the moment
"Then we will be able to invite the
press for a tour and to take pho-
tographs of the hostels,”

Lotter said new beds and side cup-
boards would be provided in each room
and the number of occupants would
also be reduced.

"The building 1s fairly old, but I do
not beheve 1t has never been pamnted
since 1ts completion, as the inmates
clazm Therefore, I cannot comment on
Eﬂl:

All therr buildings, he said, were be-
ing repamted after a period of five, six
to seven years, depending on the type
of the structure

had little experience of Women barred

Women are not allowed to enter the Broken windows and doors were also
hostel, where up to 20 men sleep on reparred on a regular basis
single beds 1n one room 5

The hostel’s inmates come from all
yver the country, mcluding the
homelands”, and are employed by
SATS mn different categories, from
abourers to electricians

Conditions 1n the hostel were
unhealthy”, claimed the workers, and
10t worth the R52,20 deducted from
heir pay packets every month for ac-
ommodation and meals

Another R1 20 1s paid into a medi-
al fund which they said "never exist-
d" Some earn as little as R240 a
nonth

There are no carpets m the hostel,
lor do the rooms have runmng water
¥alls are filthy, windows are broken
nd preces of wire serve as a handles

"But you can imagme what would
happen if one had to do this all the
time. Sometimes you repair a window
or a door and the next day another one
1s broken "

Commenting on the dirty condition
of the rooms, he said this was
primarily caused by the inmates
themselves

"They bring with them possessions
whiuch they throw under the beds and
everywhere Thus prevents the cleaners
from getting mto the rooms on their
routine "

The workers received meals on a ra-
tion systern because, said Lotter, "1t 15
almost 1mpossible to control such a

big number of people"

or many of the doors Ay e Ty

Workers interviewed placed the * - s R W Ll He could not say exactly how many
lame squarely on the shoulders of the . d o - people lived in the hoste]

7 Lotter admutted the kiichen staff were
. occasionally “rude" because "shift

PIC FANIE JASON  workers” did not abide by the rule that
they leave therr eating utensils out so
that their rations could be served if they

indunas” (foremen).

They were supposed to be a link
etween the inmates and the author:-
es, but appeared "to be content” and
pparently never spoke up, said the

T
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These men say their environment isn't fit for horses Even the camaradene bom from _E_rm with hundreds o
others cannot compensate for the bleakness of hostel life

rotkers at the hostel were no better than sta- a day, in the morning and afternoon Besides playmng football after work young worker missed mealtun

The hostel manager, who declined bles Their breakfast was made of two and at weekends, their only other en- "We are shown kiddies' stuff, He said wmm had

y give huis name, accused SOUTH of “We live Iike animals," he said shces of stale brown bread and, tertamnment 1s a film shown once a Mickey Mouse and his companions © 5a1d workers nad a common place
espassing Another worker, pointing to his somelumes, soup, they said Supper week 1n a "nall” whach also serves as We are bored with this ” where they met their visitors, But

bowl of "umngqusho” (samp) said "I
do not think a dog would eat thus "
They were allowed only two meals

The workers use outside toilets and women were not allowed there, as "this
ud, refusing to comment further. showers There 1s no separation or would cause a lot of friction among our
A young worker said the conditions paruitions between the showers men"

was either pormidge or samp
"We prefer to buy food from nearby
shops,” said one worker

their laundry room
"We only watch the movie because
we do not have a choice,” said the

"We are upgrading the place,”" he




By MICHAEL DOM rAY) :
; False Bay Burea

LEADING Democratic arty
member and losing candj

in Helderberg last year Mr
Dave Gant said he hay regret-
tably fired about 420 workers
on his family farm, Lourens-
ford, near Sornerset West after
they went on strike and mntima-
dated the farm’s 2 000 employ-
ees

The black male workers on
the 4 500-hectare farm were
bused home, mostly to the
Transket, from their hostels on
Mhay 2. Some live in Khayelit-
sha

Mr Gant said that labour
problems began on April 27
when 23 workers met the gen-
eral manager to discuss 1ssues,
including wages

Protest march

One demand was that man-
aging director, Mr Gant, re-
Spond personally to themr de-
mands, failing which they
would march m protest

Mr Gant, chairman of the
DP’s national councyl, said he
told the 420 labourers at their
hostel on April 30 that he could
not have a detailed meeting
with such a large group

"l said we were more than
brepared to discuss various is-
Sues If they weren't happy
with the existing workers’ com-
mittee, departmental elections
for new representative com-
mittees could be held I sald we
would also discuss wage In-
creases, even though this ;s
normally done i Qctober »

Mr Gant said the workers re-
fused to go through the election
process and went on strike,
with a smajl group preventing
others from returmng to work

Mr Gant said general labour
laws did not yet apply to agri-
cultural workers, but he wel-
comed the fact that these
would eventually be extended
to farms

He had discussed the “unfor-
tunate incident” with the Food
and Allied Workers’ Union, al-
though the union had no mem-

bers on the farm
_h-_——‘ﬁ—“ﬁ—“'
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By MUSA NDWANDWE
CONDITIONS at men’s hos-
tels have changed dramatically
since the early 70s. They have
become sprawling communi-
ties of men, women, children
and grandchildren.

To most male migrant labour-
ers in the Western Cape’s singie-
sex hostels, the unofficial con-
version of hostel rooms into
makeshift family units is re-
garded as a victory

But for the large number of women
who have made men’s hostels their
homes, the mmtial joy of being close
to their husbands, free from the har-
assment by authorities, has given
way to untold misery and frustra-
{ions

According to Mr Welcome Zenzile, an
orgaruser of the Western Cape Hostel
Dwellers Association, almost every room
1 every hostel has a woman residing
permanently

Over the years, condiions m hostels
have detentorated, womern have been the
worst affected

Privacy

A lack of pnivacy — up to five couples
share a ttny rcom and children sleep on
the floor — 15 hagh on a list of concerns
shared by women 1nt the hostels.

These circumstances pose a problem
for the women Other concerns are the
general lack of proper faciliies Hostels
are homes without kitchens, dining
rooms, bathrooms, eleciricity and proper
ablutton

Mrs Nosimo Mxhahsi, a young wife

from Transke:, and her husband share a
room with four other couples from therwr

Idutshwa hometown

Mxhalisi, a mother of an eight-month-
old baby, says she has no choce but to
bath in the presence of others,

A small numiber of women are willing
to tell of the difficult living conditions
m hostels Many others are silent,

The few who dare talk, speak about
ther longing for the mntimacy demed
them by the lack of pnvacy.

Another big problem 1s harassment by
unemployed males who are always m
close proxirmty while husbands are at
work.

Records of divorce cases mvolving
hostel dwellers also reflect a level of
their despar

Said a lawyer, who cannot be named
for professional reasons “I have, mn the
past years, handled cases mvelving
couples 1n the hostels This was an eye-

opening experience to me

In cne meident, a young wife could no
longer accept the arrangement for her to
be “shared” by other hostel inmates and
she filed for a divorce, said the attor-
ney

As the husband was unemployed, one
of the unwntten conditions for hus and
his wafe’s accommodation was that other

men were free to touch and abuse her

To many other women, though, life m
hostels 1s not very different from the
situation in their poverty-stricken home
areas Many find solace 1n bemng able to
make a hving under these conditions,
enough to support thewr families

Business

“At least here I can run my successful
business,” says Mrs Nondumiso Zulu
Her husband died in the hostel four years
ago and she supports herself and tweo
teenage daughters by selling red meat
and chucken “I can sell 50 chickens a
day and red meat always sell very well,”
she says proudly

With the soanng unemployment rate,
the women have provided major eco-
nomic support in the hostels As many
men 1dle around shebeens, hundreds of
women manage meat stalls from early
morrung till late afternoon

Presently, there 1s no orgamsation for
the womenfolk m the male hostels, but
orgarusing work 1s being started, sad
Zenzile *We hope to bnng them to-
gether as a reinforcemient i our struggle
for improved hving condittons m the
hostels ™
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eparates Mrs Nosi-
pho Mxhalsi and her eight month-old daughter from the other
four couples who share the tiny room PIC YUNUS MCHAMED
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Hundreds
of lohless
flock to

MOSS!]EIS

Qudtshoorn

COMMUNITY organisations and
community councilors in Mossel
Bay’s Kwanonqaba township have
since Monday been involved in°
clashes over the use of a commu-
nity hall in which 2 000 unem-
ployed migrants are being housed.

Thousands of people have flocked to
Mossel Bay in the hope of securing

jobs at the Mossgas Project which reo- -

pened this week.

Although Mossgas has repeatedly 1s-
sued pamphlets saying there are no
vacancies, hundreds of unemployed
pcnplﬂ have been gathering at the
project’s gates. .

“i=¢- - Upset ~ -

rr- ,..4
“After we discovered the situation was
deteriorating, we asked the commumnty

councillors to open the KwaNonqgaba

community hall to house those who
flock 1n front of the Mossgas plant,”

said Mr Terence Ndanda, chairperson
of the local ANC branch.

The community councillors of KwalN-
ongaba soon became upset about the
mgrant workers using the hall

Ndanda said the commumty council-
lors gave them untll S5pm on Wednes-
day for the hall to be emptied. The work-
ers were consulting lJawyers on the mat-
ter

Ndanda also slammed Mossgas for
givmng jobs to forergners and not “people
of this country”.

He saidithey had collected food and
blankets &fid have arranged for buses to
transport the workers back to thewr
homes

Mossgas officials refused to comment.




Staff Reporter ,

BLACK schools in the Western
Cape were overcrowded because
of the rapid 1nflux of migrants to
the area, the director-general of
the Department of Education and
Training (DET), Dr Bernhard
Louw, said yesterday

Although the DET planned for a
huge ntake of pupils this year,
the “magnitude of the migration
to the Peninsula” over the holi-
day period resuited in more pu-
pils seeking places at schools,
said Dr Louw

As a result of the overcrowding,
45 new posts have been created at
schools 1n the Western Cape

Furthermore, when funds be-
come avatilable, three new
schools will be built 1n squatter
areas in the region, during the
1991-92 finanecial year, Dr Louw
said

Last week, the National Educa-
tion Co-ordinating Committee
(NECC) slammed the DET for not

M

budgeting for emergencies like
overcrowding . at urban. schools,
shortages of teachers, facilities
and equipment

Dr Louw said it was dafficult to
get an actual indication of the
number of pupils waiting to start
school as many pupils went to
several schools to register

But principals, circuit inspec-
tors and area officials were as-
sessing the situation.

“It 1s anticipated that by early
next week the registration pro-
cess will be complete Stationery
and books may be 1n short supply
at certain schools,” he said

Shortages of books and statio-
nery would be tackled once all
pupils had been registered

“Successful negotiation with
certain of the communities con-
cerned has also allowed the DET
to use platooning as a;means of
relieving the préssure.;on the
available school facilities,” said
Dr Louw
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THERE’S a great migration of peo-
ple from rural Transket to urban
Cape Town, right? Wrong, says a
new study by the Urban Problems
Research Unit at the University of
Cape Town.

By punching holes through that as-
sumption, UPRU’s recently pub-
lished survey of movement patterns
among Cape Town’s African popu-
lation also raises important policy is-
sues for the city’s planners,

Ever since influx control was aban-
doned, the prevailing view has been
one of a high rate of African urbani-
sation, backed by soaring estimates
of the numbers of new migrants. Ac-
curate figures for the African popu-
lation are difficult to reach: because
influx control denied African people
official urban status for so long,
there is no accurate baseline,

The UPRU study, by David De-
war, Tevia Rosmarin and Vanessa
Watson, pulls together for the first
time existing research and informa-
tion gleaned from interviews with
township residents in an attempt to
sift facts from a web of supposition.

They found no signs of a general
re-location from Transkei, but in-
stead g great movement of people
back and forth. As many as 600 (00
people are on the move between the
two areas at any one time and they
cite this as a factor hindlering accurate
assessments of the population.

“Jt happens for economically ra-
tional reasons,” said Watson. “‘Peo-
ple are spreading their risks. There

Study debunks urb
vA\WEAR

U~ 27|61

r ', !
A new study of migration
patterns between the
Transket and Cape Town has
debunked the myth of a flood
of people rushing to the city —
with important repercussions

for urban planners.
By GAYE DAVIS

are ways of survival in rural areas
which are absent in urban areas and
vice versa.”

The study also revealed a great deal
of movement within Cape Town it-
self: people arriving from the Trans-
kei first stay with family or friends
before securing a temporary base;
perhaps a shack in Khayelitsha.
When they have established a foot-
hold, they move to more permanent
housing.

But unbreakable links with the
Transkei remain. Male migrant
workers leave behind their wives
and children, who might come to

Cape Town in time of iiiness or larg

need. Conversely, children are often
sent back to the Transkei by their
parents for education away from
boycott-ridden urban schools. Many
people own land in the Transkes;
many plan on retiring there at the end
of their working hives, in the care of
family members; regutlar trips are ne-
to maintain these ties.

A central conclusion emerging
from all of this is that planners and
other decision-makers are basing
policies on assumptions regarding

a@n myths

the size, stability and priorities of the

African population — assumphons
which do noi hold.

The report’s findings make non-
sense of population estimates which
assume that everyone present at the
time of 2 census count was a perma-
nent urban resident — and similarly
of population projections based on
assumed rates of natural increase.

The findings also have implications
for housing policy, which focuses
on site-and-service and upgrade
schemes at one end of the spectrum,
and home-ownership af the other..

People who are not commutted to re-
maining in the city forever, whose
investment priorities may lie else-
where, are not hkely to comnut them-
selves to buying a homme.

For the same reasons, site-and-
service options and upgrade
schemes also present problems. The
Urban Foundation, whick runs a
wholesale building materials depot
to assist self-helpers, has found that
e quantities of materials get fer-
ried through to the Transkei,

The report stresses the need for a
more flexible approach to housing
policy and also the need to redice the
amount of movement within the aty
itself, It is this, says the report,
which mulitates against the sense of
permanence necessary fo stimulate
urgently needed housing mitiatives.

People should have the option of
renting, rather than buying homes,
while site-and-service and upgrade
schemes should also be re-thought.
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" VIVIEN HORLER , *
.. Medical Reporter
VERCROWDING 1n

Cape Town’s migrant
“tworKer’ hostels 1s:
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P”_Sm__mw designed for .men
only, women and children

apalling; with an.igverage of +. have always lived in the hos-

2,8 people to*a"bed, 117 peoples=- tels-—1ar Ramphele estimpated -
| to a.tap dnd 133 pedple to evi"

1

ery working toilet~ } h

These are some of the find-
ings.of a survey into-the hiv-
Ing conditions, and health sta-
tus at hostels by a research
team led by Dr Mampkhela
Ramphele of the University
of Cape Town's social anthro-
pology department ’

The survey was done at the
suggestion of hostel dwellers,
who are collecting data for a

R—

-about a:third of.the thechostel
dwellers were '‘men;.the rest
women and-children, .-
Among the findings ummﬁoﬁ.
ed in a series of papers 1n the
latest’ SA Medical Journal
are: .

- H 15 \ S

" » '@ An-mfant.mortality: rate
of 136 for’every-1 000 live
births, compared with "38 for
every 1000 black babies' who
live permanently in the Cape
Town area, vt e
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horrors in survey

those born 1n the Eastern

Cape, and

@ There was a high rate of
tuberculosis notification
among hostel dwellers, signif-
icantly higher than among
township dwellers

The continuous movement
between urban and impover-
“1shed rural areas affected
hostel dwellers’ health, the
researchers found. Immunisa-
tion cover was not good in the

® Higher immunisation
rates for babies born mn Cape
Town compared with those
born in the Transkes,

® Relatively low rates of
high blood pressure, diabetes:
and syphilis among adult$
“compared with overall figs
ures for Cape Town,

, @ Although under-nutrition
rates among babies were low,
these rates, increased as the
children grew older Children
born 1n Cape Town tended to  Eastern Cape, TB treatment
be better nourished than in the city was not followed

— — —
T -

“If anything, the situation 1s
worse now, hecause those in-
terviews were carried out
just a year after the Pass
Laws were abolished, when
the floodgates had just
opened.

“No more up-to-date infor-
mation exists, and it’s the
first time such a comprehen-
sive study has been done
among hostel dwellers. I
think 1t 15 useful for people to
see the hostels not as sources
of violence but as places

« Where people live, to see how

Town

countries

they live and the impact of
that way of life on their
health and well-being.”

The 1nfant mortality rate of
about 136 for every 1000 1s
L high relative to the national
average for black babies, .
"whith 15 94:124/1 000, very
high compared with Cape
township babies
(38/1 000), and well above the
criterion set by the World
Health Orgamsation, which 1s
10 to 20 deaths for every 1 000
live births 1n a city, and
20/1 000 for *‘developing"

“Parents 1n the hostels pre-
fer their children to be horn
in Cape Town where they feel
assured of competent and
easily accessible care should

up in the rural areas and chil- s

dren who spent more time

the eity tended to be healthier

and bigger

‘“‘An mnmﬁnmn oscillation
preventsamprovements tn the
overall health status, which
are known to accompany per-
manent urban settlement”

Although the survey on
whach the findings were based
was done in 1987, Dr Mam-
phele told The Argus she be-
lieved ‘the findings were stil]
vahd

delivery

“But within the first few
women
must return to their rural re-’
sponsibilities.. Children :born
1n Cape Town succumb to the
hazards_of _rural Transkei-

months after delivery

/Ciskeizpoverty.”

Iow

there be a problem at

The survey found 78 per-
cent of the children born 1n
Cape Town had been immun-
1sed, compared with just 50
percent of the Transkei-born

Although immunisation n
Cape Town was free, a
charge was levied 1n_the
Transkei, and this was
thought to be a reason 1m-
munisation rates for babies
born there were relatively
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Hostel pledge
of R10 millig
~from CPA

By’ SabataNgcal e

- A-TANNAN

THE Cipé Provundial Adminisiration

(CPA) has prmmsed more than R10-

million _to-the the Westemn Cape Hostel

Dwellers Association to upgrade. the
mi grant—labour hostels. - °

According to a source close’to the
Hustel Dwellers Association (HDA),
“CPA has pledged to donate R10,7-
nulhnn for the upgrading of hLostels
in Langa, Nyanga and Guguletu”™.

The source, who did not want {0 be
;denﬁﬁed, said tha pledge was re-
ﬂvealed after talks the HDA recently

held with the CPA.~ »

Sha said the gnve.mment was much
mure pusmva ‘Wwith assistance than
before: “Further talks with the Inde-

pendent Development Trust ([DT) to-
, get more flmdmg are,continuing.”

CPA " director for land affairs Mr
Etienne van Rooyen could nnt be

,reached for comment., _ % ,
- ,.The HDA source refused 10 say
Al whelher the CPA’ and, Tkapa .Town

, * Council had agreed to cede nwnershxp-
e of the guvmmnent—uwnead hustels to.

HDA: . 4

~+ ~ - ThéHDA-formed Western Cap

=

-

Hostel' Housing Development Com-

pany had asked ‘the Ikapa ann
~+: Council and the CPA to give at own-
A% ership of thé Westem Cape.hostels.

*The HDA which' had taken the ini-
 uative to plan upgradmg of the hostels

i ‘“é:had prnposed 10 stgnﬁbuﬂdmg 300,

’hnw houses in Langa, Guguletu and

~x N}’ﬂﬂgﬂ. e LR
e The wnrk was estimated tu cost
a.bout R12,5-mllion
*‘,;.’:? »
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- AS THE festive season approaches,

Cape township dwellers fear the return
of migrant workers to homelands could
lead to clashes on the road between the
two warring taxi associations,” '

They believe the exodus could fuel
the already intense nvalry between
Lagunya and Webta.

‘Most migrantsare from thie Transkei
and Ciske: and leave this week.

dshes feared as m

A senior Lagunya member, Mr
Kidwell Magwayi, said his orgarusa-
tion could not guarantee there would
be no clash with Webta on the road.

Residents this week said they would

 prefer travelling by bus to the Transke;
' because it would be a safer method of

getng home, despite taking longer.

While the conflict continued to sim-
mer this week, représentatives of po-
htical organisations, church leaders and
business leadership met to try to res-
cue the failing peace initiative.
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In their metliation aUENIpL sin
the outbreak of the war, church leaders

and congregations gathered at a rally

-organised by the civic organisation this

weekend at the Nyanga taxi rank.~ -

Attempts, are being ‘made by the
community to unify-taxi associations
and the meeting was called to present a
draft constitution. The announcement
was postponed until both taxi as-
sociations could be consulted to ap-

i’

prove it.

gmmﬁmﬁ-mﬁm his awmmammmcm would

- Magwayi said his organisation main-

Ccept any deal from any Emmuw,mmnﬂ

in the interest of 1ts passengers and the
commuuty during the holidays.

~-“Throughout the conflict we have

expressed willingness to go along with

any peace mitiatives that would find a |

solution to the problem.”

tams community and political organi- |

sation involvement to ensuré_‘“‘our.

passengers’ security”. _ ..
Webta could not be reached for com-

‘ment.! -
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MY PRIDE. A proud goat breeder, Vir Wilson Twa

|
African men who

tame to the big cities

for jobs have not
forgotten their roots.
Elements of rural life,
hke goat-breeding, are
part and parcel of town-
ship iife, as Sabata
Ngcai discovered

JIGRANT WORKIRS
in the townships
have a flounshing
form of business
— breeding goats
.. [or traditionsal
practices “Goat-brecding 13 the
lifchlood of a Xhosa man whether
he 15 jn urban or rural arcas,” says
Gugulein goat-breeder Mr Wilson
Thwala
"When one breeds goats, one
docsn’t do so only for oneself but to
help the communny
“When we perform our nites hhe

"Imbeleko {welcoming a new-born

baby) and cwrcumcision, a goat —
not a sheep — 15 slauphtered

Born m rural Ciske:, 'hwala
came to Cape Town and worked as
a cleaner at Old Mutual

FHe bought the goats soon after
retirement to supplement his
monthly pension,

“I retired 1in 1977 and at first
receved R150 a month as a pen-
sion That has mcreased to RSO0 a
month

“I decuided to be a goat-breeder
afier realising that people have diffi-
culues when they have to send thor
young boys te a circumecision
school

“The arcumosion nite involves
the slaughtenng of a goat on the
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Of goats and the life-

blood Qf Xhosa men

Wl WG - byl

eighth day of the stay of an mnate
in hus ‘kraal’,” Thwala says

“People pay high pnices to goat-
breeders, who charge R300 a goat

When he started he bought six
nanny-goats at R300 each from
farmers 1 Cape Town, Thwala
says

The stock produced 48 goals 1n
three years as cach nanny bears one
or (wo kads twice a year

“Having 48 goats, I rcalised that ]
had enough to scll to the people,
who had long been runming after
me¢ looking for goats to buy *

Thwala’s goat-breeding has not
been without difficulties
Neighbours have complained
about the fhes which they claim
have been brought about by the
ammals

About three years ago 24 of the
goats were stolen

After this madent, residents
advised Thwala to forget about
stock-breeding,

Fle replied *] grew up v a home
where poats were bred, so I cannot
abandon that tradition ”

‘Thwala says he sold most of the
remaiming goats at R140 each,
keeping only eight

*“The poats are producng more
kids and 1 no longer want to keep
many goats

“While some are sold others are
slaughtered for feasting at home |
cannot charge a high price as my
people have no money

*One widow, who had no money
but was keen to performm our nites
fov her young boy at a circumasion
school, came to me for help and |

‘We only make
use of goat

droppings 1o
smear out
‘children’s bodies

fzf they happen to
contract a rash
during visits 1o
our husbands’

gave her a goat and asked her to
bring the money after the yuna-
tion "

He says Imbeleko, the slaughter-
mg of a goat, 1 performed to wel-
corne a new-bom baby

Imbelcko refers 1o the skin of a
goat which 13 dned and tendensed
and later used to e the baby to 1s
mcther's backh.

A Transket woman, Mrs
Nowayinethe Dhungu, who stays
with her husband at the hostels at
Kick’s Place, says Imbeleho 15 only

donec by the peo O are permae-
nent residents in the townships

“We, as wives of rmigrant labour-
ers, perform the rite at marital
homes ~ not at the hostels, where
We are not permanent

“We only make usc of goat drop-
pmgs to smear our ch ldren’s bodies

' if they happen to contract a rash

durimg visits to our husbands,”
Bhungu sad

Thwala says “At Kick's Place,
where the migrant labourers Ine 1n
Guguletd, the wives of these men
frequently come to me when thor
babics contract rashes 1o ask for
goat droppings, which { give them
iree of charge

“ I'ne droppings are sifted, mixed
with water and smeared over the
body of a sick baby and the rash 1=
cured ™

A naghbour says of Thwala “Iic
15 a goad Samantan, but we, as resi-
dems, have problems with the flics
that have been caused by his goats
ihey arc notl supposcd Lo slay
among the people, he should have
built them a kroal away from the
houscs

“As a kraal 13 now in his back-
yard, the Mes come m large num-
bers to fill our houses

*“We do not want to report the
matter 1o our strect commitier as
we would be seen as being jealous
of him "

One young man who mtenecied
as his parcent spoke, satd “Qur
neighbour 1s a kind man When he
micnds 1o slaughter one of his
goats, he would call me to assist
him After we have fimished, he

Gy S 2 B
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would gpive me some meat to take
home ™

Municipahity worker Mr James
Somjovu of New Crossroads grew

, Up at a home where goats were

bred He too sells goats

Coming to scttle wn the urban
arcas did not deter the Transke-
bom Somjovu from breeding goats
1n the township

“As a2 Xhosa man, ! feht I should
have goats as I have children

"“When roy child gets i, a goat 1s
slaughtered and the rites are per-
formed to get the child healthy
agamn

“If a child does not recover, I
take lm 1o a doctor as a last resort

“ I'he goats are m demand duning
the June and December holidays
when many young boys go to the
inutianon school

“I scll goats for between R120
and R190 each The money helps
to supplement the low wages [ get
a5 a cleaner at Ikapa Town Coun-
cl,” says Somyove

Mr Theophilus Qole, Somyovu's
ncighbour who comes from
rural 1ransker, says the mere
sight of goats reminds hum of his
home

“I think 1t 1s through the lrequent
sight of the goats that I always think
of gomg home ™

In I anga’s Zone 23 a breeder
who refused to give his name says
“It 1s contrary to the Xhosa trad:-
tion that a man should divulge
sccrels of hus wealth

“If you are circumcised you
should know why I breed goats

Hawkers at Langa'’s a1 rank
complamned that the goats were eat
ing thewr vegetables

“One cannot dare leave a veg-
etable stand alone otherwise
ont would retum without any cab-
bages or spinach on the stand,”
Says One

“l have heard other peeple com-
plamng about flies brought by the
goats and | have repeatedly
told them that fhes come from the
pcople who sell offal,” says the
hawker




Racism has not just
given nse to a black-
white divide, but

also to an attrtude
divide between

urban and rurat black
Sabata Ngcail /1 6\
reports:

AFRICAN PEOPLE
corming to the cities
in search of jobs
are bound toget-
her by values they
brought from their
rural way of Iife But, as they settled.
in the Mother City, government
polhicies have shattered these bonds
of umty

In addition to the black-white
divide, apartheid helped 1o separate
township residents with rural
attitudes {mainly rmgrant workers
in hostels) from those with ur-
ban atttudes (the permanent resi-
dents)

“We are looked upon as less
human because we come from so-
called backward uncivilised rural
areas,” said a hostel-dweller who
dechned to give his name

“It 15 surprising that your own
brothers and sisters can dare to logk
Uup on you as a non-entity

“T’hose who today claim to be
Cape Town-born people ongmally

came from the rural areas They
came 1o the cities i search of j0bs

like us

“They also returned to the farms
during the hohidays but later forgot
about their ongms and chose to set-
tle m Cape Town

“The township people refer to
us as ‘amagoduka’ (migrant la-
bourers) and ‘amaqaba’ (dhtera-
tes) because we come from the
impovenshed rural areas,” he com-
plamned

ESPITE THESE negative feel-
D mgs, many young men from
the townships frequently vis-
it the hostels to jomn m bquor-drnk-
ing n the shebeens But these mghts
out together have therr dangers
* I'hey hike to stay with us and lat-
er, when drunk, they shout abusive
language and threaten to stab us to
death,” said hostel-dweller Mr John
Sivivana

Attitudes are also formulated on
the basis of clan-ongin

“As we are Xhosas, 1f 2 man
mtroduces himself to you, what 1s
important 1s his clan-name more
than the first name or the sur-

name,” said Sivivana

“That 18 Xhosa tradition and we
cannot run away from it »

One township resident, who also
preferred to remamn anonymous,
confirmed the hostel-dwellers were
regarded by other township resi-
dents as less human

“Not all township restdents share
the same negative feehngs about the
hostel-dwellers There are a large
number of people who syrnpathise
with them

“I also sympathise with our
brothers because they did not ask to
be hostel-dwellers

*“They are the people who we, as
a cormmunity, should sympathise
with and assist i geting employ-
ment as they came to the cities n

search of work to mamtain their
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unpovenshed families

“Although this negative attitude
agamst the hostel-dwellers 1s
found among aged township resi-
dents, 1t predominates among the
youth

“The cancerous virus of racism 18
the root cause of the problems

experienced by the mugrant labour-
€IS

“In order to diffuse the tension
between the mugrant labourers and
the township residents, the hostel
system should be abolished to allow

the mugrant labourers to own houses

and lead a normal hfe with their
famihes,” he said

NC WESTERN CAPE regional
executive member Mr Vin-

cent Diba said the negative
attitude once adopted by the town-
ship people 1s falling away as ‘“there
are structures hke the ANC which
encormnpass the hostel and the town-
ship residents™
Diba said the late chawrperson of
the ANC Nyanga branch,

Mr Lucas Mbembe, was a

“As they are wugrant
labourers and

regarded as people
employed n the low-
est category of jobs,

they are considered to B

be the illiterates as
they are regarded as
people who could
play no role in the
COMIMUNILLY.

hostel-dweller and was 1n
touch with all the members of his
branch

He said negative attitudes had
been previously rife because of

Dr Mﬂmphﬂlﬂ Rﬂmphala -

mnflux control resulting in the hostel-
dwellers being separated from thew
wives and famihes

The Umversity of Cape Town
deputy vice-chancellor and senior

e e S——————
—

rescarcher 1n anthropology, )
Mamphela Ramphele, said
“Among the reasons which led tc
this tension 1s that dunng the daye
of influx control, residential sections
were ntroduced to settle th:

rmgrant labourers away from the

township residents

“As they are migrant labourers
and regarded as people employed m
the lowest category of jobs, like
the garbage collectors, they arc
considered to be the iliterates as
they are regarded as people who
could play no role in the commum-
1y

“l.ack of respect for migrant
labourers has brought about a
terrible resentment among hos-
tel-dwellers towards township resi-
dents

“The town hfe has always been
associated with the better Iife Peo-
ple who are more urbamsed lock
down on those who are less
urbarused

“An effect of racism on our soc

ety has been to spread hate among
blacks,” she said
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Wﬁ%gwo CREW . Ovambo fishermen getting ready to set off on a month-long trip on a Hout Bay
ishing boat Picture AMBROSE PETERS

—_——

ENRAGED Hout Bay fishermen
claim they are being forced out
of their jobs by “cheap labour”
from Namibia and Southern
Angola
" More than 300 Ovambos have settled
1n the preturesque fishing village over
the wmﬁ three years and were being
empioyed by private hoat owners,
several fishermen have claimed

“They are causing major unemploy-
ment problems for the vast majority of
us,” said one fisherman, Mr Norman
Kapiera

He said the Ovambos were foreing
more and more fishermen out of work,
because they were prepared to work
for less than most other fishermen.

“It 1s obvious that boat owners
would employ them (Ovambos), be-
cauge they offer cheap labour,” he
said e
Another fisherman, Mr Mdrio Ja-
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By JESSICA
BEZUIDENTHOUT

cobs, said “We are already being ex-
ploited by boat owners who underpay
us, now the Ovambos still take our
“_ obs 1

One of the Ovambo workers, who did
not want to be named, said they came
to South Africa because “there 1s no
work”™ where most of them come from

Some of the Ovambos stay 1 the
squatter area, Imizamo Yethu, but
most stay on the boats, said another
worker
_ He sai1d he worked on a boat where
17 of the 21 crew members were
Ovambos

Some of the Ovambos had passports,
but the majority would have to return
home when their temporary passports
expired after six months, he said

A private boat owner, who also did

hot want {o be named, said he was
aware that most of the Ovambos were
working 1illegally as they did not have
Work permits

He denied that the Ovambos were
bemng paid less than other fishermen

“They are better workers,” he said

Several of the Ovambos seemed to
agree that the money they were paid
was “not okay”

One of them s21d they worked mostly
for R45 a ton of fish caught, but some-
an%m had to be satisfied with less than

Mr Rrchard Ball, director of Sea
Freeze, one of the larger companies 1n
Hout Bay, said fishermen were nor-
mally paid R60 a ton.

He said his company did not employ
Ovambaos

A spokesman for the Food and Al-
lied Workers Union (Fawn) 1n Hout
Bay said the fishermen should join the
unton
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

QUESTIONS

TIndicates translated version

For written reply

General Affars

Hostels 1in townships

253 Mr P G SOAL asked the Mimster of Local
Government and National Housmng

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

(3)

With reference to the replies to Question
No 956 on 4 June 1986 and Question No
242 on 3 May 1991, (a) how many
(1) hostels for (aa) males and (bb)
females were there mm each township
falling drrectly or indirectly under Iis
Department, and (n) persons were ac-
commodated 1n each hostel, as at the
latest specified date for which figures are
available and (b) how many persons was
each of these hostels designed to accom-
modate,

whether any single-sex hostels have been
converted to famly housing units since
1 May 19835, if not, why not, if so, (a) how
many, and (b) at what cost 1 respect of
each such township, as at the latest
spectited date for which figures are avatl-
able,

whether any further single-sex hostels are
to be bumlt, if so, (a) why, (b) for how
many persons, (¢) when, (d) at what cost,
and {e) where, in each case,

whether any further single-sex hostels are
to be converted to family housing units, I
not, wihy not, if so, (a) when, (b) where,
(c) how many, and (d) at what cost, n
each case,

whether his Department 1s planning to
provide improved types of bedsitter and
single-room accommodation in the fu-
ture, if 50, (a) when, (b) where, and (c) at
what cost, in each case?

B388E

The MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND NATIONAL HOQUSING

The situation 1n connection with hostels, as
outlined n the reply to Question 242 of 3 May
1991, shows no meanmmngful change at this
stage A mere repetition thereof will therefore
serve no useful purpose

Regarding hostels, the Cabinet on 2 October
1991 approved a strategy in terms of which
hostels 1n government possession will be up-
graded or converted mto famuly umits An
amount of R294,6 nullion has been allocated
for this purpose mn the main budget

The hostel strategy determunes that the up-
grading/conversion of hostels will take place
on a basis of negotiation between the hostel
inmates, the inhabitants of the adjacent towns,
the owners and all other groups concerned

The guidelines regarding hostels tabled on
1 November 1991 1in the National Discussion
Forum Hostels and Housing which 1in tact
correlate with the hostel strategy  have therc-
fore been accepted by Government and are
actively bemg pursued

-

Amounts loaned to African countries

261 Mr L F STOFBERG mm,wxﬂu_ the EHEﬂHﬂ of
Forewgn Affairs 1 _

(a) What total amounts did the Re tc lend
to African countnes i 1986, 1987, 1988, 1989,
1990 and 1991, respectively, and (b) (1) (aa) to
which African countnies, including the TBVC
countries, did the Republic render aid 1n each
of these years and (bb) what was the Rand
value of this aid 1n each case and (u) what
other aid was rendered to_such countries in
each of these years?

B625E

The MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

All forms of aid by the South African Govern-
ment to African countries for the financial
years 1986/87, 1987/88, 1988/89, 1989/90, 199{)/
01 and 1991/92 i1s set out in the attached
Schedules Detalls of aid to other African
countries 1s bemg made available to the hon
member personally
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R11-m bg_?gg_fogu(?a e hostels

L .
Almost R11 million has been se% s?aé by the Cape
Provincial Administration for the upgrading of so-
called “mugrant labour hostels” n the Cape Peninsu-
la. This emerged at a joint press conference 1n Cape
Town yesterday held by the CPA, the lkapa Town
Council and Umzamo, a public ut111!:y company run

by the Western Cape Hos wellersl Association.
@ D
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Cape hostel pgrading plan si ned
CAPE TO — Migraht

. r NDA ENSOR ) expelted to con in lat-
labour hostels in the Penp- + €I years and the mvolve-

\ sula are to be upgraded and puble utthity company run », ment of the private sggég
ES'

converted into family and by the Western Cape Hostel * ‘will also be sought.

single umts after 2 historic Dwellerg’ Association. K lzl éd:%g mhﬁltectﬁre p
* | agreement signed yester-  Ap nitial sum of R10,7m sor Jultan Cook sard the
) | day between the authorities — from a fynd derived R10,7m would allow for the
5] and a body répresenting from government’s sale of upgrade of 300 farmly and
' | hostel dweliers o1l reserves — has been ob- single umits in Nyanga,
& The signatories were the tained to kickstart the pro- Langa and Gugulety at s
1 { Cape Provincial Admim- cess of upgrading and con- cost of about R20 ¢00-
" | Stration, which owns the verting the hostels, which R30 000 a unt
€ | hostels, the Ikapa Town house about 100 000 people Existing accommodation

Council and Umzamo, 3 Government funding 1s would be multiplied four

times by adding additionai
storeys to the hostels and
by building new aceommo.-
dation m the vicimty
Between 1000 and 2 ggp
people would be catered for
mmtially, he said
The accommodation
would be rented or sold to
occupants, Mo
It would range from
completely finished units to
. .~ | ones with just the basics
VYA start will be made to-
« | wards the relief of the ap-
palling living conditions
the hostels, where whole
families now occupy the
} | bed-spaces originally in-
tended for single men, and
where the normal occupan-
"} ey is four people per bed
and up to 30 per room,” sajd
a statement by the
signatories A
'y “The hostels, with their
rooms planned for sin gle
male workers, thewr bar-
rack-like nature, their com-
munai wash blocks ang
{ | mummal ablutrons, lack of
¥ [ proper streets and of elec-
tricity, are the direct phys-
1cal legacy of the hugely
-1 destructive migrant labhoyr
o system,” 1t said. /
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LONG years of difficult negotiations
between politically hostile parties
have borne fruit with the announce-
ment that nearly R11 million has been
made avallable for the upgrading of
Western Cape hostels

An agreement to establish a joint co-
ordinating committee ta oversee the
first dphase of the upgrading was
signed this week by representatives of
the Cape Provincial Administration,
the Ikapa Town Council and Umzamo,
a public utility company run by the

Western Cape Hostel Dwellers Asso-
cration

The 1mmediate task 15 to upgrade
300 hostels 1n Gugeletu, Nyanga and
Langa, before tackling those in other
parts of the Western Cape The region
has a vast number of hostels, accom-
modating about 65 000 families in se-
verely overcrowded condifions

| By KURT SWART

The R10,7 million for the first phase
15 from the government's sale of o1l
reserves Finance for future develop-
ments 15 to be assessed annually

in ajoint statement, the parties said
negotiations had heen complicated
and protracted by the distrust gener-
ated by years of apartheid

Umzamo spokesman Mr Welcome
Zenzile said the hostel dwellers had
persisted doggedly with negotiations
despite disruptive political violence
and police harassment

“We introduced the Hostel Dwellers
Assocration and started meeting the
government 1n QOctober 1985 to tell
them our ohjectives It was the start of
a long road of negotiations
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Dogged hostel dwellers, win the,day,

“We formed a bo 1n
1987 specifically to negotiate with the
government and mobilise funds”

Negotiations with an “illegitimate”
structure like the Ikapa Town Council
were justified pragmatically by the
hostel dwellers who said they were
talking to “senior technical officials”
rather than councillors

“We maintained the understanding
that although we suffered under the
government we would continue nego-
tiations with the provineial admini-
stration to 1mprove our hostels”

In May last year a delegation met the
then-Mimister of Planning, Provincial
and Land Affairs, Mr Hernus Kriel,
and demanded the government’s com-
mitment to upgrading the hostels

“He gave us an undertaking that he
would table the proposals before the
central government,” said Mr Zenzile
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wspaper high-

lighted the shocking &= «nditions of migrant wor-

kers, their shadowy
axed them.

employers immediately
Hl Pic: FANIE JASON

CP Correspondent |
2318192
SLAVE-LIKE living conditions
greeted a group of 60 -migrant la-
bourers who recently arrived to
work in Cape Town’s docks. And
when the local press tried to high-
light their plight, workers were
promptly fired and sent home.

On arrival in Cape Town the
workers were forced to sleep on a
concrete floor and were given one
meal a day. Some of them were
only 15,

Most the men and boys were
recruited on contract from
Mafikeng

The remainder come from At-
lantis and Mitchell’s Plain outside
Cape Town.

“We only saw these conditions
when we got here,” said one of the
Mafikeng . workers., “And now
there is no'way we can go back.”

A warehouse served as accom-
modation.

Therr only protection from the

cold was the blankets they brought
with them. Sheets of corrugated
cardboard served as mattresses -

Those who do not have their own
plates had to eat off sheets of
cardboard

‘The men are employed to put
maize into bags on the quayside.”

They told of how they had been
promised R30 a day. Some of the
men said they had been loaned
advance money by their employers,
with which they bought sausages or
eggs to supplement the miehepap.

“I've never come across work
like this,” said one man from Mit-
chell’s Plain “We work 12 hours a
day with no overtime or weekend
rates ”

Representatives of the comipany
responsible  for cmmomam:m the
maize said the US firm was called
Great Lakes.

When questioned they were eva-
sive and hostile. “We brought thése
guys from a place where'there are
1o jobs,” said one woman who ap-

Cape migrant workers

¥y

Mike sl
ated ‘like slaves’-.,
_peared to be a supervisor: |

}

- When asked to confirm how
much the workers were paid, she
said “enough”,She then called a
man who told our reporter and
photographer that they were
trespassing, .
Officials at Cape Town harbour
distanced themselves from the: ap-
pathng living conditions, emphasi-
sing that the men were employed
by the contractor, and not by the

harbour. .
When we succeeded in contact-

ing the contractor on Monday, a
man who did not identify himself
said that the workers had been paid
off and were to be sent home that
night. r

The man claimed that the labour
force had been fired because the
attitude of people in Cape Town
towards the workers’ iving condi-
tions made it impossible for the
firm to operate. “I’ve never seen
s t like this in'all the places I've
worked in,” he said




police vestigation into

, past crimes involving

ANC leaders were a
“cynical attempt” to
pressure the organisa-
tion into accepting a gen-

eral amnesty, the ANC
charged yesterday@
It 15 understood -

tative agreement be-
fween the Government
and ANC on the releage

of remamng political

4{9

Policggrobe_ ‘an attempt to pr
eports of a high-leve

prisoners — on ee
key 1ssues delaying a
summii meeting be-
tween ANC president
Nelson Mandela ang
President FW de Klerk
— broke down after the
Government mnsisted on
linking the releases to a
blanket amnesty, which

would mclude ff1-
clals 1 \0?
The ANC 1s opposed to

a general amnesty with-

out the indemmfied neo- __porter L

s A0

ple “disclosiiig. fheir

crimes, D
Reacting To reports

yesterday that a “special
umt” had been set up by
the police to mnvestigate
ANC leaders, Law and
Order Mmistry spokes-
man Captain Craig
Kotze said the police
probe 1nto acts of terror-
ism was not aimed at the
ANC “as an organisation
per se”, — Political Re-
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South Focus

Locals fight ‘forgig

Gangs of youths are threat-
enng to evict 'migrant’
pensioners In a battle for
township housing

By Mluleki Gantsho and Lucas Mat

PENSIONERS hving 1n a Langa hostel face
cvichion by gangs of youths who believe
these elderly “migrant labourers” should
make way for those born 1 the townships
The Cape Town-born youths, many of
whom are unemployed, think that as *Inza-
lelwane® (those born there) they have a

ners’ over

she-shdi ()
greater night to stay in the hostel t e
riugrant labourers

However, local residents are not
impressed with the callous behaviour of the
youths

Last weekend, the South Afncan National
Cwic Orgamsation (Sance) led abomt 200
marchers to the Langa police station and the
lkapa Town Counal te demand protection
for the pensioners

“We went 10 the police to ask for protec-
tion for the people 1n the hostel The youths
have already evicted several
pensioners We don’t know why
they targeted them There are
lots of hostels 1 Langa,” said
Mr Eilliot Baraza, Sanco chanr-
person mn Langa

The pensioners’ ordeal began
on November 20, when the
youths allegedly launched a pre-
dawn raid on a number of hos-
tel rooms, ordenng occupants
to leave

Feanng for their hves, some
of the pensioners moved out
immediately Others stayed on,
but have moved their valuables
to the homes of nearby relatives
and friends

When SOUTH wvisited the
hostels this week, most of the
pensioners were reluctant to talk, saymp
they feared for their lives

But one of the pensioners, Mr Ntom:
Mngum, 65, who has lived 1n the hostel
smee 1957, beheved that he had nothing to
lose by being quoted — he was petung
ready to leave for Natal

“l am not gong to nsk my hfe by resist-
ing I will move out as soon as I get my
pension benefits from work. I will go back
to Durban where 1 come from,” Mngum
said

A 67-ycar-old pensioner, who has been
hving at the hostel for 22 years, agreed to
talk on condion that his name was not
pubhlished

“The youth have ne respect for elders
Just because we are pensioners does not
mean we are useless They must realise we
are not foreigners We belong here,” he said

One of the pensioners alleged that the
Youths raided the hostel a second time about
3am last Sunday

“They called us ‘Amagoduka’, which
means migrant labourers, and said the
rooms were theirs, not ours They also

C

T am not
gomng 1o
risk my life
by resist-
mg. I am
gomg 1o
move out’

U ng

threatened to st us o we asked questions,”

he sand

“We will fight aganst any kind of dis-
crimination because we are all South
Alncans We are concerned about the vio-
lence that has taken place 1n other regions
such as Johannesburg, where there 2re sen-
ous conflicts between the people in the
townships and those m hostels This has led
to many deaths

“We don't want this to happen in the
Western Cape, cspecially in Langa,” said
Baraza

The youth allepedly told the
pensioners that they had
received perrmission from the
Ikapa Town Council to move
into the hostel

But a council spokesperson
demed that they had given the
youths perrmssion to do this.

At the weekend, Baraza sad
that he was concernced that the
police had not acted quickly 1o
protect the pensioners

The action of the youths was
probably prompted by the
housing shortage in Langa,
“but we cannot allow a situa-
tion where the rooms of people
arc taken away from them by
force™, he smid

"We want the government to bunld more
houses and we should all be working
towards fighting for this, rather than occu-
pying the homes of other people ™

At Dirst, the youths were hostile to
SOUTH reporters and refused to explam
Tlhy they were evicting the pensioners

But later they justified their actions by
saying that “most of the time” the hostel
rooms were emply and the occupants went
to the homelands “forever” or were *dead”

“We were born here and are forced to
share rooms with younger sisters and broth-
ers Therc 15 no privacy Nathing s being
done to solve our problem, we need space,”
said one of the youths

“We are not Lighting with anyone here
We just occupied the emply rooms and we
gave other occupants three days notice to
move,” another said

Police spokesperson Major Hendnk
Opperman saxd police patrols of the hostels
have started and the Distnet Commissioner
of Police in Athlone and the Regional Com-
missioner had been mstructed to treat the
matter with “utmost constderation”
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