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RAND DALLY RMAIL, Imday, June 20, 1975.

factories 1in Bloemfont ‘wn.

Staff Renorter work for Africans in the the interests of health

po Blecemfontein area. And the Banfu Aftairs race relations. d
BLOEMFONTEIN, - There were responsible Administration Board “The provision of hostel
‘The short-term prospects genp;e whut hel;eve% - tll;e shuhuld embai'lk milnga com- facilities in which legal
evelopment o aba  prehensive hous pro- mugratory workers cam be

for the development of Nchu would go & long gramme for South Sotho hmg;sed, r,’_’-.'mt be seen as a

QwaQwa to the point
where it could offer a
refuge to more and
more South Sotho -
habitants of Bloemfon-
tein were extremely
small, Professor P. C.
Fourie, of the Univer-
sity of the Orange Free
State, said yesterday.

Prof Fourie, head of the
department of State and

way to reheving the Black
labour pressure expected
in Bloemfontein, he said.

But sight should not be
lost of the fact that work
opportunities had to be
created for the present
inhabitants of the area.

It would be reahistic %0
accept that Black labour

pressure in Bloemfontein
wonld increase for at least

the next 10 vears.
He said urgent measures

in Bloemfontein, and the
Government should be ask-
ed to make money avail-
able for this housing and
other essential amenities,
he sad.

He also recommended
that empleyer organisa-
tions 1n  Bloemfontein
should 'make representa-
tions for reclassification
where there were not
enough Whites to do jobs.

An industrial consultant,

lightning c¢onductor or
alternative for the present

Jarge-scale arrests which

make no positive contribu-
tion to detente,” said Dr
Lange,

He appealed to the
Bloemfontemn City Council
to formulate g sound in-
dustrial policy and to ind:-
cate how it was proposed
to implement the policy.

He said the council
would neplect its duty to

Mumcipal administration, should be taken to en- ?1‘ Jf?;:u Latl}lﬁ:thtgldmgge South Africa if it did not
) was delivering a paper at  courage, by Government my{ﬁgtiunm of mlgaratory ensure industnes of a suit-

a Bloemfontein sympo-

aid, the establishment of

]lahour Africans in Bloem-

able type were attracted to

sium on the provision of African labour-intensive fontein was essential in  the city
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497 Mr A SAVAGE asked the Minister
of Co-operation and Development

What 1s the estimated number of unem-
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ploved (a) male and (b) female Qwaqgwa
citizens between the ages of 16 and 60 (1)

within and (u) outside the borders of this
national state? '

The MINISTER OF CO-OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

The required particulars are not being
kept in the form of a special register and
particulars 1 respect of the number of
workseekers within Qwagwa are not
readily available The figures below refect
the number of remstered workseekers
outside Qwagwa

Male Female

A8
i 7 508 3158
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00t By Joubert M o
00¢ y Joubert Malhesbe MO IU S Pe 09
A RESIDENT of the Mer1je- : : :
__| sprut hostel at Virginja, in ”

Lhe I'ree State, 15 reco ring

In the town’s husp1tal after a

00€ pnhm&marﬁ opened fire on a e

crowd who were alle ’ : T

00¢ pelting police with stnngf A A 0

Akccmdmg to a police

okesman, members of (I P 1t |
J;I'EIIHH force were mve;tlle T povaLl Suntuead - (2)

gating a complaint that hos-

tel dwellers were drinking n

—. public when the incident

occurred o
The nalilme of the victim, a 34 SUTIY
man, who was struck b
000 %¢ three pellets from a shutguzf 103424 :
000 %¢ has not been released Nueg 1€ uver

Futve men were a: rested on
—— charges of drinking m public,
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where sex 15 oOi
*  gale 24 hours ajy
o )day and the Kkids ';
ny/ call visitors |

“daddy"_
You'll find 1t m
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houses and it 1s home §
to about 100 women
and children. -
Most of its residents }
are wives and girlfriends §
of migrant workers who §
stay on the munes. '_
But some are local ]
women who live there g
for stnetly “‘business” §
reasons. :
___And business is brisk. |
A loxg tom can of
beer costs R1,40 and §
“something else’” goes |
between R2 and R10.

Disappeared

_.——ﬂ—_'-

We stopped for aj
drink there and had }
to contend with scores
of kids clambering over |

us screammg ‘‘daddy,
~ daddy”. :
re————— " . ] Our guide disappear- |
SRR ed for about 20 wm-§
putes mto one of thep
houses and came back §
with a wide gnn Ong
his face. "
He was determined §
we too should go home}
satisfied, and behind g
him entered about 20]
women. They winked g
and nudged and made§
afl sorts of suggestions, §
calling us to join themg
outside )
We politely decimed.§

Poverty

Some of the women 3
; explamed to us thatg
(o rr v e aa b S ' povert}' had forced

s’ —_

@ Sex-for-sale women run from Peter Setuke’s camera (above). But not aill them to sell sex
of them were so coy; the woman helow is one of the farm women who seli “Our men here ear §

their bodies, ‘because our men earn so httle'] very little and we have §

to help out so Wej

can send money back §
home,” said a woman g
who was wearnng hery
mghtie at mdday “Ourg
costomers  are mainly §
migrant workers ' :

Hard fuck

M’

acfore we had G-}
mished our drinks weg
heard 2 lot of hard- §

luck stories. ;
But thie moment we §

started takmg pictures, g
the women took off3}
m all directions ;
We left without say-
ing goodbye to owr
guide, who had dis-}
appeared for a second §
time mto one of the}
houses, looking for
more “somethmng else™
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of ( o operation and Development ﬁi ,,
; }'“Lf* .
(1) How manv persons were (a) tned for 3 )
and (M) convicted of offences relating "
to influx control and dentity docu- ¥4 .
w P
ments 11 the commissioners coutts \
falhing under the junsdichon of the :
Orange Vaal Admustration Roard } =
k
i the 1982 calendar vear, i{u,j
(2) {a) what was the average daly num
ber of (ases heard in these cowts n
that vear and (b) what amount ac
crued to the State in 1982 fiom fines
imposed for these offences’
The MINISTER OF (O OPERATION
AND DEVELOPMENI
N s T - -
s L i
! iy (1} (2)
]
(a) {b) (a) (b)
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Kroonstad 360 161 9 R1 N1
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| By Meludy MecDougall, Vereemgmg Bureau -

ak
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"| The pulme and 1nspectors of the Gran]evaal Admin- |
istration Board are to join forces m an effort to
| clamp down on Vaal Triangle residents who employ
unregistered domestic servants and gardeners e

-I Jr
4

o Action: will also be taken against those’ whn allow,
. black employees to sleep on thewr premises 1n white
residential areas without the necessary authorisation !

According tu a spokesman for the Oran]evaal Ad--
-, minstration Board 1t 1s planning a massivée blitz
on homes 1n the.Vaal Triangle area 1n the hear fu-

|
i ture ,
! J # ;

}

ri

/ [ “Our prime aimm 15 to bring about a decrease m

'} the number of serious crimes commtted i the area,"
1 hesad - , _,:”f

| He also, said that the police and senmrr prnsecu-

. tors of the various tuwns had already discussed-the

large number of cases reported to.the police of

' unregistered employees stealing from their employ-

- ers L o

“We.have warned “the public abuut 'the dangers

- of employing unregistered employees on several, oc-

. casions, but 1n spite of this there has been no drop 1n
this sort of offence Police imvestigations into these
cases are invariably hampered as there are very few
clues and leads to work on’ o
Residents tn the area were warned to have their
employees 'registered as..soon as possible,Vas3 sput
checks on hotises fwuuld be carned out shﬂrﬂy e
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SOWETAN, Mnnday,March 26, 19 _f:-}—-—

Jobless workers aliens

LI

BLACK farm labourers, laid off work by the
thousands in the drought ravaged areas of the
western Transvaal and north-western Free
| State, are fast becoming aliens in their own

place

birthplace.

lands

afford to pay

Other destitute fami-
hies are flocking to the
urban areas and a vast
soC10-economic problem
- 115 developing

The exodus 15 consid-
ered so bad that Dr Piet
Koomhof, Mimster of
Co-operation and De-
velopment, has been
asked to visit the areas

Farm labourers 1n
white rural areas come
under the Developmerit
Trust and Land Act
which states that when
| they are no longer em-
ployed, they have to re-
turn to the homelands if
{ the local commassioner
.1 is unable to find work
forthem.

.| There is little chance
of working 1n the towns
because of the Urban-

| Labour Preference Pol-

Hicy -

4 So, being unem-
ployed, they do not

'} qualify for nghts to be mn

l the town or seek wosk
there,~under the Black
Urban Areas Consohda-

| tion Act.

Mrs Sheena Duncan

%

As they lose their jobs, they lose their right to be
1t white areas and are forced to return to the home-

The loss of a yob counts more heavily than the loss

"| of pay and rations, and many farmhands are pre-
pared to work on without the wages farmers can’t

SOWETAN
Reporter

of the Black Sash in
Johannesburg -said’
“Black farm labourers
have no option but to
move as near as possible
to the towns and cities
“They have often
been on the farms for
generations and feel ro
tics with the Bantustans
and do not want 0 go

there. In many cases -|g

they are far from where
they have been work-
mg.”

- Plight

Without Section 10
rights they will be un-
able to get work m the
towns, but, says Mrs
Duncan: “This lack of
legal employment ~will
-not deter them as they
bave no alternabve if
they wish to survive

Mrs Duncan de-
scnibed the plight of the
farm labourers as acute,
particularly where farm-
ers were sethng up and |

]

ke p—

| leaving because of the

fdl‘ﬂu bt
“0bwuusly where the
tfarmers are still on the
"land they are not going
fto sit and watch the
: blacks die, but workers
on abandoned farms are
in desparate strams
“They have Dbeen
there for generations
and normally they
would just move to a
.neighbouring farm if
their boss packed up,
Yhut nbw with the roigh
conditions other farms

4 'wili be just as badly off ™

J

L
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S PAGE The Star Friday November 16 1984

The church frequently
gidesteps the exisience of
an urban family of the
migrant labourer.

This is the view of a
multiracial national com-
mittee, representing
three churches, that con-
ducted a year-long inves-
tigation into the break-
down of family life in
South Afnca

The churches are the
Methodist Church of
Southern  Afrca, the
Church of the Province
of Southern Afrca and
the Presbyterian Church
of Southern Afrca.

The committee’s task
was to recommend to the
church how it maght re-
spond to the breakdown
of family life i this
country.

The commitiee, notng
that the system of m-
grant labour coptmned 1o
“wreak havoc” with fam-
ily life, pomnted out that
the church was in the
“pnique position of bemg
able to lmk the mugrant
worker and his raral
family.”

COURAGE

It noted that the eXis-
tence of an urban family
was frequenily swude-

- gtepped by the church,
and asked, “will the
church have the courage
to mmster fo all sections
of the migrant family?”

To enable the church to
help the family in crisis,
it was suggested there
should be in-depth trai-
ing of interested clergy
and lay couples m run-
ning marrage enrich-
ment courses, In IRAT-
riage counselling, m par-
enting eduncation {which
would include child dises-
phne and development
and parental goals).

The committee empha-
sised the importance of
training clergy and laity

in youth ministry, and
guoted 2 medical profes-

" sor who told the commit-

It
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tee, “the church 1s saying
very little about sexnali-
ty”.

The training of clergy
and laity in grief counsel-
ling was highlighted s0
that families affected by
death, unemployment,
Joss of health or divorce
could be helped

The commitiee ~com-
mented on the fact that
many Jmunsters gseemed
unable to atiend training
and hsted possible causes
for lack of attendance:
® A perception of ordina-
tion as the “end” of train
ing,
© Overload and burnout
at all levels of the pnm-
istry becanse there is 80
little honest feedback to
clergy in an “stinerant”
style of ministry-

@ The clergy consider
that once they have the

“sospel” they have the
answer to every situ-
ation and see no need to
extend this into caring or
relationship skills.

Self-help programimes
were suggested which in-
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cluded

@ Single parent groups.
The lonelmess of the di-
vorced, widowed, or un-
married wonld be coun-
teracted by social meet-
ings and semMINATEs

@ Young Mothers Since
the dechne of the extend-
ed family, they had be-
come one of the most
stressed sub-groups in so-
crety.

¢ Immigrant  families
For new immigrants
there was an alarmmng
sense of being uprooted
and not knowing what
local resources existed or
where to find them

® The poor. Self-help
projects needed the es-
sential link of a market
for their products and the
church which exists 1B
both the rural and urban
area had hardly begun to
co-operate effectively in
this field.

The under-ufilisation
of church buildings was
criticised by the commit-
tee and it suggested they

could serve as YeCrea-

tional centres for all age
groups ranging from
babies to old people

The full potential of
accepted rituals of the
church was seldom Tée-
cognised “How Inany
congregations use bap-
tism to run parenting se-
minars?” asked the com-
mittee

“How many uge confir-
mation to prepare youth
for life?”

The committee criti-
cised:

@ Black churches, for not
domng more to listen to
the pain experienced by
families where parents
had invested much in
their children’s education
yet found they rejected
traditional rituals and
their parent’s values and
ideas

® The tendency within
the cherch to spht fami-
lies up, for example 10
Sunday  schools, and
men's and women's fel-
jowships. It suggested
that education take place
in family clusters, rather
than in separated child
and adult teaching and
worshipping.

Some of the ideas pre-
sented to the committee
of which it approved, -
cluded suggestions for
the chureh to.
® Provide courses in fi-

nancial education {cover- |

jng budgetmg and hire
purchasmg).

@ Invite industrial rela-
tions personnel and trade
unionists to  address
church groups

@ Provide aid in traning
foster parents

& Build ap a congrega-
tional resource bank for
mutual aid where a Cen-
tral co-ordinator keeps a
record of people Wwho
would provide plumbing,
babysitting, nursmg, Or
shop for & pon-mobile
person in exchange for
gse of land for growing
vegetables or some other
service,
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GRAND APARTHEID

SOL MAKGABUTLANE reports on the poverty and unemployment in Qwa Qwa, smallest and poorest of
South Africa’s homelands

SCORCHED, hilly ground,
throngs of sad unemployed
men and R12 a week for the
luckv few that do hold jobs —
that is life in the crowded terri-
tory of Qwagwa the timest of

1 South Africa’s 106 tribal home-

lands, which 1s located on Leso-
tho's Northern borders, 1n the

. foothills of the Drakensherg

The homeland 1s bursting

} with thousands of tribesmen,

both young and old, who are
crying out for jobs Buf, at the
time when the private sector is
workmmg to improve the hving
standards of South Africa’s
blacks, employers in this home-
land are paying labourers as
little as R12 a week, with

§ neither trade unions or a mini-

- -

mum wage in sight

Workers 1n Qwaqgwa’'s
sprawhng capital of Phutha-
ditjhaba say they are trapped
1n a cruel, insurmountable
guagmire out of which there 1s
no easy route If they do not
work, they will surely starve 1n
this dry and rocky landscape
they do, they are compelled to
accept paltry wage packages

Qwaqwa’s Government offi-
cials are generally reluctant to
comment on the wages being
paid 1n the factories in the ter-
ritory — which numbered 62 at
the end of last year — but they
confirmed ETOWINgG
dissatisfaction

A spokesman for Qwaqwa’s
Department of Justice ob-
served “There is concern here
We know of workers who get as
httle as R10 a week At the mo-
ment there 1s still preparation

t for the formation of a council

which will stipulate a ruling
about wages”

The problem, though, 1s that

i officials do not want to push
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their luch too far, lest they
scare off investors who, along
with the homeland s govern-
ment, are the biggest employ-
ers 1in Qwagwa

Workers caught 1n this hu-
man tragedy find hittle solace
in official assurances that the
sifuation 1s being remedred

The Argus spoke to three
facfory workers in Phuthadit)-
haba’s i1ndustrial area, where
ahout 6 000 of Qwaqwa’s fe-
male population of 102 7562 are
holding jobs

“Gladness” (not her real),
is a supervisor 1n a ciothing
factory Having joined the con-
cern 11 months ago after pass-
ing Standard 9, she ascended
rapidly to her present position,
where she 1s in charge of about
20 workers

“I started at Ri4 a week,”
satd the 21-year-old woman
“Af present I get R20 a week ”

Some of her fellow workers
are not as fortunate

Twenty-two-year-old “Ger-
frude” (not her real name)
from Tshesele village, who
works 1n the same factory,
joined the concern late last
year and received R12 a week
“Right now I get R14 "

Her weekly bus coupon costs
R4,50

“Stephen” (33) from Mon-
ontsha, near Phuthaditjhaba, 15
a worker 1n a lecker factory
He has been there for five
weeks, but 1s already thinking
about quitting as “I can’t go on

working for R20- a week
forever”

The mcentive package, ac-
cording to the Qwagwa Devel-
opment Corporation, for 1nvest-
ing 1n the 62000ha mountamn
splendour homeland includes

HOMELANDS
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The homelands

{3 No capital outlay for in-
dustrial land or factory pre-
mises These are supplied by
the QDC at a rental which 1s a
percentage of the erection cost
less a 75 percent rental conces-
sion for 10 years

[J A non-taxable cash refund
of 95 percent of the average
wages of all personnel mvolved
in the manufacturing process
up to a maximum of R110 per
worker per month 1s paid each
year for seven years

Up to 50 percent of capital
requirements in addition *to
premises 18 provided by the
QDC at an interest rate 75 per-
cent subsidised for the first i(
years The entrepreneur 1S only
required to put in a minimum
of 35 percent of the capital

Housing loans, with 40 per-
cent of the interest rate subsi-
dised, are given to key person-
nel of the investing company

L1 Up to RH00 000 of the costs
of a company moving to

Qwagwa from overseas or
from the PWV or Durban/Pine-
town areas will be paid by the
QDC

In spite of all these efiorts to
create )jobs, thousands of
Qwagwa citizens have regis.-
tered 1n labour burueax in the
territory as workseekers

About 8000 have found em-
ployment 1n the nearby country

towns of Harrismith and Beth- |

lehern Hundreds of others as-
semble daily at a labour office
1in Phuthaditjhaba, hoping to be
recruited as rmgrant workers
in distant cities

“The registration of work-
seekers at this assembly centre
15 voluntary and therefore the
figure of registered work-
seekers submitted by this cen-
tre cannot be regarded as the
official unemployment figure
in Qwaqwa,” pointed out Mr J
S Corneelse, manager of the la-
bour bureau run by the Or-
ange-Vaal Development Board
in Phuthaditjhaba

He said that since the bureau
began operating in July, 1984,
up to the end of last month, a
total of 9 944 people, mostly
males, registered as work
seekers

“Over the same period the
centre managed to find em-
ployment for 4 540 work-
seekers,” he added

Out of Qwagwa’s population
of 181 594, less than half —
78 842 — are males

Last Monday and Tuesday
were particularly good days
for Mr Corneelse he managed
to find employment for 42
people

“We can do better than this,”
he said delightedly “The aver-
age 1s 400 a month "
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PRETORIA —"Migrant - ldteral,aihder
labourers from -the: :Teached by-the<ive gov-
TBVC (Transkel, Bo-g% ments, zeonshlar re-
sphuthatswana, Jenﬂa&i‘ﬂbwsﬁntatﬁé Zof-the
“Ciske1)- states willxno HTBVG géjtatéﬁﬁ’ﬁ"eq_egited
¢donger -have 1o iravel E‘g'ﬁi{quyth"’iﬁ‘fﬁéﬁiﬁillm
t“home”-to Tenew ifheir J3Xo YN ovemberid -be

contracts as of JNovem. . 2ablé St irenew sthevser-
Pher ) e he Bt SRdite *‘pitracts=ofstheir

#EeThis-is ‘one ‘of Theire- “iEitizens ‘amployédimdhe
~sults . 0f-high level Eale‘pﬁhlm,@mvideﬁgihat
SATBYV Cssmanpowersithe Sadividualsicon-
Sninisters’ diseussions i:;-‘%; rneil sare stilliworking
Mmabatho on Tuesday, i 3015 i demployers with
[ according to a statement F5whom -their “contra ets
released 1n Pretoria yes-t~Were originally conclud-

l terday by the Secretariat,ied :&ni5-0

for-Multilateral-Co- . .= T
operation 1n Southern wAmende
Africa (Secosaf) * #“The -exisiting labour

. . s % cagppeements will be
2iStreamline --s.  .amended#n>due course

.«=5Phe anost significant 1o ancorporate the new
~aspect of the talks-was & rdalTangements.

pumber of important de- - “The first-contract be-
1 >cisionsto streamline the *~iween an semployer 1n
it mdmimstrative arrange-- “South Africa and a cifi-
-ments-for the re-attesta-~zen*of “oneof +the- four
t30n of employment con-"" states®should 'still, as 1s
tracts vof TBVC citizens -presently the case, be at-
working i1n <Sonth tested 1n the employee’s
Africa” . « .+ country-of origin,” Seco-
. The requirement #that. #'saf said

smigrant labourers must™ ~Phese arrangements
return ‘to their ‘home WeEre intended to facili-
states to have their con- tate the participation of
tracts stamped -and re- citizens of the TBVC
newed has been *a ‘con-* Statesin the labour mar-

1 oversial 1ssue . - ket of South Africa, Se-
“dn terms of the mult:- cosaf said — Sapa
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A sirange ballet? Mineworkers danr::e arournd Ihe soccetlield
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A view from the
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A beam of ight in the datkness  ‘Gumboots’ has been aminewaorker since hss youth

of another reality

=1 AOM newspaper reports
one might believe that hife
on the mines 1s an

ongorng batile marked by
labour conflict, racial

4 < tensions and violence
fﬂf f‘i_ Life In the hostels as a migrant
ﬁf & 5 labourer, far away from home

and family, offers few comforts
it is filled with frustration,
loneliness — and anger

Providig accoimmodation for
famitlies on the mines wotld go
some way to solving their
problems

But has anyone¢ asked the
migrants whal they want? And
perhaps they do not want to
lcave thair homes m faraway
places Yol lbey cannol earn a
hhiving tn unmpoverished
homelands

But behind these facts lies
another realily — that of the
stubborn vitality of men who
wring South Africa s wealth at |
the rockface '

They use it lo forge another,
mare joyous, exisience

These images from the Free
State gold hields were captured
by Weckly Mail pholographer
JUSTIN SHOLK .

A pigeon trapped Iin machiery
«+ becomes a meal for a miuner
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Nine workers were kiljeg In
fighting between hostel
dwellers at' Ranqg Mines’
sHarmony ‘gold mne near’
Virgima ‘at the weekend,. a
/mine spukesﬁlan’,;sald today,

".

<A Special. investigation.
«committee: woulq ! Mmeet
i worker -representafives
today to .determine the .
causes of the violence, which
also left 37:1n:hospital ~ 0f
- Critically mjuredy> - 20 o

-« +.The flghtmgﬁl}éi’d 51:nken
" out late on Saturday might

L/}

and, continuei’ Sporadically,
) k0. Sunday. forning = -

i « CELE
-+ Racial tension raised s,
“head at the mine earljer this*
' year when a-white employee,
Steve Buitendag, Wwas killed”
In fighting‘after 'a worker
meeting * .
: 3Since then; workers, have
oneson sirikes over wages
andthe arrests QLWOorkersin®
co;}néb%_lbn" with *M;;,,,ffﬁmtgn—
dag'sdeath .0 /%~
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|Bloody

A BATTLE at Welkom'’s President
Steyn gold mme left at least 22
dead this weekend,

The attack appeared to be in
retahation for an outhreak of
violence Iast Sunday night which
left 15 dead — mostly Xhosas —
when a group of predominantly
Xhosa-speaking miners supporting
Cosatu’s ant1-VAT strike tried to
stop Basotho mmers from going to
work.

By late yesterday the unofficial
death toll for the week’s clashes
was 42.

At least 90 have been mjured —
51 on Friday mght.— and more
mjured men were making therr

. tt
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By DAWN BARKHUIZEN

way to the Ernest Oppenheimer
mme hospital yesterday, said hos-
pital superintendent Dr Bran
Brunk.

Most mjuries were caused by
kmves and pangas

Yesterday hundreds of terrified
mmers fled the compound of shaft
No 4, seeking refuge in other
hostels or Welkom’s Thabong
townshp.

Police and mine security per-
sonnel who searched the 16 blocks
comprising shaft No 4 compound

yesterday mormng removed four
truckloads of weapons — mostly

le leave

guns, sources said.

A pumber of bhodies we
in the hostel block

Distraught Xhosa-speaking
miners hiding in another hostel
said they had been attacked by
Basothos shortly after 10pm on
Iriday.

Many of the Basotho miners had
gone home for the weekend, but the
few Sotho speakers left on the
mine yesterday said Xhosas armed
with sticks and pangas had
stormed mto their hostel,

NUM general secretary Marcel
Golding, called to the scene by
Freegold South regional manager

Jan Rossouw, said no Inkatha
supporters appeared to have been
mvolved

Only a few Zulu speakers are
resident at No 4 shaft, sources said

Anglo American Gold and Ura-
mum Division spokesman James
Duncan sawd the standing commis-
sion on public violence and intimi-
dation, headed by Mr Justice Rich-
ard Goldstone, had been asked to
mvestigate last Sunday’s violence

It was possible that this week-
end’s violence would also fall with-
in the amht of the mvestigation,
he said,

Late yesterday the mine had
been sedled off.
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THE hated system of
ethnic hostel segrega-
tion will be recons:-
dered at Anglo Amen-
can’s President Steyn
mine m Welkom, the
scene of violent clashes
in the past two weeks, a
mune spokesman said

AAC spokesman
Berry Ivory said this
was the “only” option
management was con-
sidermg to end the
mine violence that has
claimed the hives of 76
miners and left more
than 150 injured

However, Ivory
could not explainr how
hostel dweilers hving mn
separate hostels would
stop any confrontation

and conflict — and not

DEATH MINE ... Sothom
The NUM’s damaged offi

Aftermath of bilog

S

in fact promote 1t

He added that as a
precantionary measure,
the mune security as-
sisted by the SAP
would intensify therr
patrols and presence in
the hostels

The mine manage-
ment has asked the
Standing Commission
on Violence and Intimi-
dation, headed by Jus-
tice RJ Goldstone, to
mvestigate the causes
of the violence

A war of words
erupted this week with
accusations and
counter-accusations be-
tween NUM/Cosatu
the government and
Anglo American

President FW de
Klerk, in a scathing at-
tack while in Israel,

- A . l-... . L) I
Se o ALt TPl

Ineworkers [right) at the violence
ces {above} at the President Steyn mine.

blamed the violence on
a ‘radrcal trade umon

that had umilaterallv
called a stayaway
which had nothing to
do with the employer-
employee relations

Cosatu and NUM
said De Klerk’s accusa-
lions were “undigni-
fied” and an nsuit to
the miners and their
families

NUM and Cosaty
said De Klerk should
probe what two non-
mine workers kifled m
the mine violence were
doing on the mine

However Ivory said
the two men were visit-
g friends on the mine
He could not categon-
caily state whom the
men were visiting and
where they come from
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ridden No 4 shaft say they are living in fear of their lives

allegations of Lesotho

wammma

I Pic: SIPHIWE MHLAMB]

ity Press visited the
mine yesterday

Government E..ﬁ?g The No2 shaft re-
ained tense as work-

ment 1n the violence (2.0

[t was alleged m re-
ports that Basotho
workers were instruct-
ed to disregard the
strike as 1t was a South
Afnican 1ssue Cosatu
and NUM warned the
Lesotho Government
against poking its nose
in South African
affairs

Last Monday, 6 000
Mminers were sent home
from the wviolence-pla-
gned No 4 shaft for a
*cooling-off period”

Despite calls by the
management for the
miners to return to
work there was no re-
spense as the hostel re-
mained deserted when

'
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¢rs were changing their
shifts

Most of the workers
at the No4 shaft hos-
tels were Xhosa speak-
1ng

Sothos  nterviewed
near and 1n the hostel
expressed fear against
returning to the hostels
imimediately

One miner, who re-
fused to be named, sad
most Sothos were stay-
INg 11 the nearby pre-
dominantly Sotho-
speaking Thabong loca-
tton

Hostels damaged ex-
tensively 1n the violence
were still being  rte-
paired this week
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historical lens
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Miners

?

H

HE wviclence at President

Steyn mne, m which 76

miners were killed in fight-

ing of unprecedented feroc-
ity, occurred 1 the context of a
long history of tension between
Sotho apd Xhosa miners Priction
between Sotho miners from Le-
sotho and Xhosa workers from the
Eastertt Cape 1s, however, only
one theme 1n the wider chronology
of recurring conflict between
black workers on South African
mines

These intertwiming threads form
part of the backdrop against
which o0 place and comprehend
the violence that convulsed Presi-
dent Steyn on the eve of the anti-
VAT strike of November 4 and
5 and 1n the week after 1t. Anthro-
pologist dnd Iabour consultant
Kent McNamara has recorded a,
large part of the wiolence that
makes up the blood-soaked tapes-
try between 1974 and 1988, 386
black miners were killed 1n 156
separate incidents

Following Dr McNamara's
analysis on violence since the
early 1970s, several phases In
which Sotho and Xhosa muners
have clashed can be detected In
the first phase, competition for

FTe S “hm b

and rivalry over townshtp women
was the flash pomnt on Free State
mines Sotho miners enjoyed an
advantage over their Xhosa coun-
terparts because they tended to
predommnate 1n the ranks of better
paid supervisory Hmﬁw

“THeir better wages umplied
greater access to the favours of
women 1 the nearby black town-
ship,” Dr McNamara says “Work-
ers from the Transkei, by con-
trast, were confined mainly to
lower patd, unskilled work, giving
them a lower social status in the
area” Xhosa workers suffered
greater sexual deprivation be-
cause they were further from
home, unitke theiwr Sotho co-
miners they found it difficuit to
visit their wives at long weekends
Sotho workers were attacked
along footpaths to the local town-
stups Xhosa suspects were arrest-
ed hut released because of lack of
evidence Incensed Sotho miners
then attacked Xhosas Ten men
were Killed.

The reasons for the relative
predormunance of Sothos among
supervisory “team leaders” or —
to use old-fashioned parlance —
“hoss boys”, should be noted They
have a long history of association

the Free State, and have acquired
a reputation for being disciplined

.and efficient workers The estab-

hishment of border posts between
South Africa and Lesotho in 1963
accentuated that pattern they
were declared aliens by Pretona,
the muning industry was one of the
few avenues of employment open
to them 1n South Africa, they had
to succeed or face possible starva-
fion

After 1963 the number of Sotho
miners 1 the Free State rose
sharply, more than doubhng be-
tween 19563 and 1977 The second-
phase clashes came 1n 1975 when
Prime Mimster Leabua Jonathan
introduced legislation for the
compuisory deferment of 60 per-
cent of the wages of Sotho miners
to the Bank of Lesotho The move
was unpopular with the Sotho
miners, many of whom were
members of, or sympathetic to-
wards, Ntsu Mokhehle’s Basutho-
land Congress Party

The Sotho miners mobilised to
resist Jonathan's decree At one
mine they sought to enlist the sup-
port of Xhosa muners for a
planned work stoppage, only to be
rebuffed ‘The Sothos attacked
Xhosas, triggering clashes 1n

Q0%

which 13 men died

The next phase was after 1975
when South Africa’s muning mndus-
try, anxious to reduce its depen-
dency on foreign labour, started to
recrut from particularly Trans-
ke1 and Cisker The policy upset
the numerical dominance of
Sothos at Free State mines and
further accentuated thewr mnori-
ty status at Transvaal mines The
newcomers boosted the ranks of
Xhosa-speakers

By the 19805 there was an over-
supply of unskilled labour and
control of a mine meant ensuring
— Or trying to ensure — that it
favoured the dominant group At-
tempts to establish control were
sometimes mamfest physically
Dr McNamara writes of one at-
tack “(It} had been planned for
several months, during which
time the Pondo induna had been
butlding up a cache of arms” A
pattern of spiralling violence
emerged, in which counter-at-
tacks were made to avenge the
deaih of kinsmen killed 10 earhier
attacks

The next phase was character-
ised by the emergence of the Na-
tional Unton of Mineworkers 1n
1982 and 1ts drive to recruit black

followed a bloody trail

St 2\ Kl

* with gold mumng, partrcularly in

workers were imtially sympathet-
1c to the NUM, seeing 1 1t a bul-
wark against threats by President
Botha to repatriate foreign work-
ers Biut then, encouraged by the
new conservative mihtary regime
that toppled Jomathan m Lesotho
in 1986, they started to withdraw
into neutrality

Dr McNamara sums up the con-
sequences  “Transkeians
moved to the forefront of umion
actions, only to discover that
meh from Lesotho could no longer
be counted on to give their full
support .. Consequently several
violent actions took place between
these groups 1n 1986

A reversal of situations had oc-
curred in the mud-1970s Xhosa
workers were reluctant to join
Sothos in their fight aganst Jon-
athan, in the mud-1980s Sothos,
fearful of repatration and reluc-
tant to risk their jobs, were anx-
10us not to become embroiled 1n
the NUM's increasingly political
agenda

The unionisation of black
miners was assoclated with -
creased hostihty agamnst team
leaders, who were often seen as
informers or impumpis In 1986

mine workers to its ranks Sotho * eight team leaders were killed

i

during violent clashes Seven wer
Sothos

It would be a mustake, howeve
to conclude that conflict on th
munes 1s stmply tribal There ar
too many complicating factar
Migrant labour 1s one, sexually
segregated and copngested hostel$
15 another; class antagonism bet
tween manual and supervisory
workers 15 a third, divide-and-ralg
strategies by mine managers 18.—

r according to umon leaders —

fourth’ a "

Dr McNamara thiiks conflic
between foreign nationals ang
South African black nuners 15-0
greater mmportance than tribal:
1sm He shows that fighting bel
tween Xhosas and Sothos find
parallels 1n battles that have mt
ted South Africans against Ma
lawians, Mozambicans and Zim
babweans Tribalism as a facto
in mune violence cannot, howeve
be dismissed any more than 1t ca
be dented as a force n the polili}
cal aréna O

® Footnote There 1s a fine bal
ancexof power at Prestden
Steyn mine between Sotho
speakers jfrom Lesotho an
Eastern Cape Xhosa 5900 (17

round figures) agatnst 5 100 “
I
i
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»Steyn Gold Mine near
' Welkom following week-

| cdn said the 400 hostel
1 residents were moved to |

‘1? were admitted to hos-

‘were still ‘m a cnitical |

' the causes of the renew-

| were'being mtervlewed :
t ¢ Dicussions '
. Tnanagement,
‘Union of Mineworkers
] representatives and
,other employee repte-
'sentatlves
.prngress yesterday m an

Muriers have been moved
from a hostel at the N6 4
Shaft of the President

end vmlence which
claimed eight lives, man-

4| agement has confirmed

‘*Anglo, | » Amerman
spnkesman James Dun—

a hostel at another mmex
tu ensure their safety.
Enght people dled and

p1tal after the latest un-
rest, . which mvolved a |
number of 1solated at-
tacks on 1ndividuals - by
stnall groups

Some' nf the vmtlms
condition last night. "

Mr Duncan said an In-
tensive.investigation mto

ed . violence was hemg
conducted and . the ‘1n-
‘Jured and other wif-
nesses* to the attacks

between
Natmnal

were ' 'In |

'effort’ to find a perma-
nent soluton to the rub-
lems at the hostel E:i

Returned ;

g,

Earller this munth
clashes at the Free State

gold, mine. claimed- the ]
lives,of 76 wnrkerswand
left at least 180 inj ured

“About 5000 miners
frum the No2 and No4
shafts were sent home: to
Lesuthn and Transkel to
“cool' off” 3 !

Mr Duncan said -most
"of the ‘nmates of the

il

| No 4,Shaft hustel had re- -

turned to ‘the mme’hby
yesterday A
Police said the earller
clashes 'were between
Xhusa and Sotho. fac-
tmns
', Anglo refused to.com-

P
-

ment on the cause}of the | .

previous wunrest, ‘ saymg
the_matter-was bemg In- |
vestigated byﬁithe,,iStand-
mg~(3crmm1ssmn of Inqui-~
ry mnto the Preventmn of
Violence and Intimida-
tmn chaired by 'Mr Jus-
tice R J‘ Guldstune !

el
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' THE MANGAUNG City Cﬂl][l(:ll 18 {0 take Tegal
~ action aganst famihes who have GCCleﬁd the
3 Phahameng Hostel in the Bloemfontein tuwnshlp
# |  Mangaung town clerk Mr Lindelo Mkaza said,
:yesterday that action was being taken against the'
a farfuhes because “they cannot take -what 15~not
> 1 theirs” He said money had been set aside for the:
! upgradmg and conversion of the hostel 1nto family
nts "Wednn tknow whatmdunﬂwbecausmfwe
. - prn{:eed with the conversion of the hostel tG fammly-
+, |+ units, without the participation of the commumty- |,
y _based assocrations like Mangaung Civic’ Assoma— 1
7| ton, peﬂplﬂ will accuse: the_ céuiricil of not cnnsult-—
o 5 g them [ pnnr to"our decisions . e
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Municipalit probed
LUnICIpalnty probe
_j!l*--._l_l_-h

over sewa ge In rivel
Staff Reporter sented a serious health hazard

THE Department of Water Affairs s to Farmer Mr Kallie Kirsten lodged a

probe allegations that the Stellen- complamnt with the Department of

bosch munteipality has been responsi- Water Affairs and saild the municipal-

ble for contaminating the Eerste 1ty was one of the mamn culprits re-

River with sewage effluent Sponsible for the water contamina-
Samples of the water have been tion P

given to the South African Bureau of Senior water contamination officer

Standards (SABS) for testing Mrs KJ Carden said the muntej -
pality,
Farmers said the’ water near the subject to certain preconditions, tfs

town was pitch black and had a pun- £ : -y
gent odour They feared an outbreak ;::niﬂ ﬁﬂm , c:rtea;nﬂ?:ﬂa:ltﬁtg ?ftﬁg

of disease as the river water pre- year. (%
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