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ADDIS ABABA: The head the 0A '

of the Organisation of realised, it
African Unaty (OAU) has

need the backing of 3 cop
called on Africap experts tinent-wide early warning
meeting in the Ethiopian NETWork,” Mr Salim said,
Capital to devise ap early The netwok would ep.
warning system on the  able the OAU to preven or
tontnent’s flashponts

: PI€pare itself to deaj ade-
~|  MrSalim Ahmeqd Sahm,

quately with ansing con-
OAU SeCretary-general, saiq thets, he sad
Such a system woyld great- It was not cleay how the
I Iy help the cash-strapped *YStem would be funded, 4
OIgamsation to detect and  previgys Plan to set up an
Prevent confhicts acrogs the CAU Peacekeeping force
world's pogrest contnent,  fajed OWIDg to the organ,. i
“If the ful] potential of  gapione near-bankmptcy,
the conflict Prevention and Rany members not Paying
Management Capacity of  they dues. — Reyter
")
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OAU conference finds the real issue 1s
not identifying a crisis but acting on 1t

Ao 309t 230 W
By GLEnN OOSTHUYSEM agencies to discuss the viability of  such a mechansm but n the analy- Council, the central organ daimsits  each state through Tsdem
for Independent Foreign Service establishig such a mechamsm. 515 of such informatzon. authonty from the member states. pohtcal systems and structures.

Given the hagh costs involved in The QAU plans to complete the The case of Nigerta illustrates Arguably, if a state perrmts free
he concept of the Orgarusa-  finanang peacekeeping operations construchon of a 24-hour ansis  the weaknessof the OAU m talang  pohhcal expression, the chances of
tton of Afncan Uruty's Early  and the difficulty inherent m the management room by March and, deasive achon aganst one of its devastating conflicts cocurnng are
Warnung System (EWS) ans-  moulding er of disparate mostimportantly, to take the neces- more powerful members. less likely

es out of recent mternational focus  mulitary forces nto one effective,  sary polihical follow-up action. Smaller states, such as Libena, At this pomnt in tustory, it 15 not
and research mnto the arena of multanly-compatible force, the Far too much tme was spentat  Sierra Lecne and the Comores are  the QAU orthe UN's responsibildy
peacekeepng operations concept of Early Warnmg seeks first  the conference deliberating on targets for achon as the OAU can  toavoxd or prevent conflicts.

But the foot-draggmng and di- to detect and second to take pre- what mformation could be useful create the polihcal will to act Instead the onus hes with each
versionary tachcs employed at a  venhive polittical achontoavaid the  and how to channel it to the CAU agamst them, but the more power- gtate and its leaders to address
four-day sermunar m Addis Ababa outbreak of conflict and therefore Some may that this was  ful states ke Egypt, Nigena, South problems and to allocate state re-
thus month on establishing an EWS  the need for costly peacekeeping necessary, butif the stated objective Afnca and Libya are virtually 1m- sources more effectively to prevent

was explamned by a South African  operations. ofthe OAU and the tasks set for the mune. the development of 1ssues whedh
delegate According to UN under-secre-  seminar were {o tonahse the In the end, the recommenda-  could lead to conflict.

“Gome 95% of the states here  tary-general and executive secre-  mechamism, then the biggest obsta- tons of the sernar (13 n tota) Much can be said 1 defence of
don't want thus system. It 1s a very cle to the effechve operation of the Africa — colomual legaaes, bound-
dangerous game for them to be Foot-d = Early Wamnng System ~a failure to NMany states anes, vertical econornuc mbegration
playmg.” -.muu-.—u- take tmely pohiical achon-should = of Africa mio the world economy,

Another South African delegate ﬁ.—.‘ﬂ-ﬁ.—.ﬂ-ﬂ ary have been explored EN& playground of the Cold War supexr-
said “We could easily draw up a The QAU secretariat should not rtuni powers, and so on - but Afncan
hist of potental confhets, but to get Eﬂmﬂm -.-u-'ﬂn— {0 be blamed for thus faihng but ﬂ‘g a states, mdividually and collecuvely,
any 1ssue discussed and achion rather the delegates representing ?‘ —m.mﬂﬂ— must take responsibilty for the pre-
taken 15 very difficult. n—ﬂ—m‘ -Uafaﬂ_ﬁ the member states, who persisted po vention and resolution of confiict

“We (South Africa) are quite it deflechng the discussion from aﬂﬂ-—-ﬂ-—.ﬁ on the continent,
open to the 1dea, but what about —Uﬂﬂﬂ0 —u—ﬂ-_- the real 1ssues The OAU'’s efforts to establish
Libya, Turusia, Cameroon, Ethuopia A South African wamed the the Early Warning System does
or Entrea? What acton would M_Emw semunar “Early Warmng can be- were accepted 1n rather a faracal ﬁﬁﬂm&nﬂ that on a collechve basss.
allow the OAU to take? tary of the Economuc Commussion  come a meanmngiess concept unless fashion. But, at the same time, 1t 15 an admis-

“As a concept that orgamsabon ~ for Afnea, K'Y Amoako, inthepern-  we consider early action.” The reports were handed out, sion of the fact that the states of
could not be seen torejectit, butif it od 1991-1995 the UN spent 35,2-bal- On the EWO_@ the South the charrman asked if they wereac-  Afnica, mdividually, have not done
were to become effective 1t could  hon (about R19-bilhon) on peace-  African, Namibian, Algenan and cepted, hght applause followed the same.
get too close to home for many keeping operations in Afnica. Epyphan delegations were the and he announced unanmous ac- The QAU Early Wartung System

“Even the South African Gov- The costs of Operation Restore  most construchive. ceptance before any delegateshad  15an aﬁmonﬁﬂq for African states
ernment would have great difficul- Hope n Somaha amounted to $1,6- Most of the other states usused  even read them over. to use the collectve responsibility of

ty i permutting the OAU to con- billion (about Ré-billion) over two  the semunar to make pohtical state- Interestngly, Point 7 of the rec-  the QAU to achueve therr mdrvidual
Eont 1t on the 1ssue of KwaZula  years (twrce the annual amount of — ments or bemoan the lack of French ommendahons focuses on the cru-  conflict prevention and resolution
Natal, despite its somewhat ‘holter- bilateral development aid fromthe  language papers submutted, an  dalissue of political will. respansibilihes All that 1 requured 13
than-thou' attitude towards the USAto therestof Afnca) 1ssue often raused by the Francoph- While recogrusing this factoras  the political will of the states m-
concept of Early Warnung ” Given the desperate need for onestatesatOAUm “the essenhal problem”, the sem- volved to embrace the system.

The sermnar in Ethiopia from  development i Afnea, itis obvious The prospects for the Early nar could only recomnrmend “that M Glenn Qosthuysen 15 the LUSIP
January 15-18 on an EWS for con- that any mechamsm whuch seeks to Warrung System appear to be hirrut- the aspect of pohtical will n sup- Small Arms Proliferation researcher at
flict situations mn Afnca brought to-  avert ¢onflict and make more con-  ed by the ever-present1ssue of sov-  port of an Early Warnmg System the South African Inshitute of Interna-

gether representatives of member  structive use of resources shouldbe  ereignty versus the authonty and  should be promoted” tional Affairs, who recently attended
states, scholars and NGOs from  welcomed. mandate of the central organ of the In the final analysis, of course,  the OAU Early Warning Seminar m
throughout Africa, journtalists, em- The real problem, however, hes QAU the best Early Warming System for  Addts Ababa. Hewniesn his persomal

nent personalittes and vanous UN¢  not mn gathermg mformaton for Asmthecaseof the UN Secunty  preventive action should he withm  aapacity -



OAU meeting seeks to solve

ems with dialo
eT (er)zb|2{ab

Africa’s probl

BY TsEGAYE TADESSE

Addis Ababa— The Orgarusation of
Africa Umty (OAU) foreign marusters
meet in Addis Ababa today to consid-

er the problems of the poorest confr-
nent and to seek to settle them with
words rather than brute force

Sudan'’s alleged support for terror-
1sm, and conflict m Burundi, Somalia,
Liberia and Senegal are the most trou-
blesome 1ssues to be discussed at the
three-day conference

More than 100000 people have
been killed i the past two years m
Burundi, but diplomats and officials
said the OAU secretary-general, Salmm
Ahmed Salim, will oppose military
intervention at this stage and call for
more talks to cool ethnic passions

The Umted Nations Security
Counail 1s expected to discuss soon a
proposal by the UN secretary-general,
Boutros Boutros-Ghaly, to set up a
rapid intervention force with a muru-
mum strength of 8 000 troops

The council falled to support an
earlier proposal for the force to be
based in neighbournng Zaire, ready to
mntervene 1 Burundi So Boutros-
Ghal sard each contingent should be
based at home untal 1t 1s called 1

The OAU, however, holds that
recent internattonal pressure has
helped thwart Burundi’s descent into

i

total tribal warfare

Burund: has asked for the OAU
team of 65 military observers that 1s
stationed 1n there to be expanded

In a draft report, Salim suggested a
conference to promote a regional -
tiative on Burundi and the Great Lakes
region, which also includes Rwanda,
Tanzania and Zawe The region has
been destabilised by the 2mulhon
Rwandan Hutu refugees that have
been there since 1994

Galim 15 expected to call on the
mternational commumnty to accelerate
moves to 1solate hardline polticians
who are sturing up trouble mn Burund
and to encourage moderates to assert
themselves

The OAU 15 concerned at what
diplomats said was a stepped-up drive
to recruit and train paramilitary forces
and to arm mulitia in Burundi, where
the Tutsi-dominated army 15 at war
with Hutu rebels

Sudan will present its response to
an OAU demand that Khartoum’s
government extradite three Egyptan
gunmen suspected of mvolvement 1n
ant assasstnation attempt on Egyptian
President Hosra Mubarak last June

Diplomats said Sudan faced con-
demnation by some countries for its
alleged support of terrorssm and fail-
ure to hand over the men Khartoum
has argued that 1t does not know

C

220 )
where the men are

Mursters will also review propos-
als from outside Africa to strengthen
the OAU’s role of managing and de-
fusing conflicts before they erupt into

full-scale war or ethnic bloodbaths

Some OAU member states fear
external assistance could compromuse
the independence of OAU peace-mak-
g eftorts

Sadako Ogata, the UN high com-
musstoner for refugees, 1s expected to
be co-charman of a council of mirus-
ters’ meeting with Salim and voice her
concern at Zare's plan to expel its
1 million Rwandan Hutu refugees, the
diplomats said

Salim regrets a lack of resources
has stalled vital steps in the peace
process 1n Liberia The steps mclude
disarmament, demobilisation and the
reintegration of soldiers into society

On Somaha, faction leaders would
be urged to avoid steps that could
plunge the country back into warfare
and to promote urgent dialogue to
establish a broad-based government

The ministers were expected to
endorse an OAU trade mrusters” post-
tion that developed nations cancel the
contiment’s $317 bilkion external debt

Cameroon will host another OAU
counctl meeting 1 June It will be fol-
lowed by the orgamsation’s annual
African leaders’ summit — Reuter
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OAU gets tough with non-paying I}azté%g

ADDIS ABABA — Seventeen QAU
states owed about $35m 1n member-
ship arrears and had no night to speak
at OAU meetings, an official report
said on Friday

The report by the CAU commuttee
on contribution was prepared for an
OAU foreign mimsters’ meeting today
It said 25 of the OAU’s 53 member
states had paid their contributions

Although arrears had declined from
$58,3m m June last year, the $35m
debt was “a grave and serious imped-
iment” on the QATU’s activities,

It hsted the states in arrears as
Chad, Comoros, Somalia, Guinea Big-

—_— — N

sau, Equatorial Guihea, Central

African  Repubhie, Sierra Loene,

Liberia, Sao Tome and Principe, Gam-
bia, Niger, Seychelles Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, Zaire, Cape Verde and Dyibouti,

Sudan, which had been behind, had
paid up. The 17 hsted countries had
lost their right to speak and vote at
OAU meetings and were suspended
from OAU specialised orgamsationa.

Therr nationals were barred from
OAU posts. .

The committee recommended that
Somaha, Laberia, Sierra Leone and Bu-
rundi should be exempt from sanctions
forayear.—FR
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4% resident Yowert Musever of Ugan-
da, not a man to munce his words, ad-
dressed hus fellow heads of state at the 1986
cummut of the Orgarusation of African
Uruty (QAU) with the following stmgng re-
view of the body's record
“Over a period of 20 years nearly three
mwmnmﬂm of a milhon Ugandans Wmnmrma at
e hands of governments that should have
protected their ives I must state that Ugan-
dans felt a deep sense of betrayal that most
of Africa kept silent
oThe reason for not condemmng such
massive crimes has supposedly been a de-
<1re not to interfere in the internal affairs of a
member state in accordance with the char-
tars of the OAU and the United Nations We
do not accept this reasoning because m the

—_

The orga

nisation has ducked out of delivering for far

too long, writes Olawale Fapohunda

(229

same organs there are exphcit laws that
erumciate the sanctity and mviolability of

human hfe ”

The OAU Assembly of Heads of State
and Government will be meefting Once
again m Yaounde, Cameroon from July &
t510 The poor pubhaty mn the days before
this gathering 1s understandable as many
will justifiably see it as a talkshop where
African leaders meet to pat each other on
the back for jobs not done There will be the
usual pomp and the pageantry of African
leaders in flowing robes And nothing will

happen
gy

' he formation of the OAU m 1963

was greeted with an enthusiasm whuch all
to soon gave way to despair when itbecame
largely a club for the preservation of leaders

and their regimes

Untold atrocities were comurutted in the
name of national security resulting mn a pro-
Wferation of one-party states and mulitary
dictatorshups  As for economic develop-
ment, 1t 15 a sad chché to note that poverty
contnues to be the lot of the majorty of the
people whale their leaders live n opulence

In the 33 years since the formation of the
OAU, hittle has changed Victories agaimnst
colonialism and apartheid are hailed as
achievements but m the case ot South
Africa, the role of several African countries
was hmited to verbal condemnation whule

they entered mto all kinds of economic and
political compronuses with the old South
African government

In the field of human nghts, perhaps the
only sigruficant development was the adop-
on of the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights But1tis widely held as hittle
more than a deluston as the OAU continues,
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unbroken, 1ts tradition of silence on human
rights violations on the contnent

atrocities commutted m Id: Amin’s Uganda,
in Nguema’s Equatorial Guinea and n
Boukassa’s Central African Empire

}M%ﬂ& when Diallo Tells, a former sec-
retarv-general of the OAU was murdered,
the mcident provoked nesther protest nor
comment from the OAU or African govern-
ments All are quick to pomnt to Article of
the charter which forbids interference m the
internal affairs of states by members

Nigeria 1s now the tocus of all avilised
states but 1t will not be a surprise if the
~trocihies commutted in the name of General
Abacha go unnoticed by his colleagues at

the Yaounde meeting
The birth of South Africa under Pres:-
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SA must bre

SOUTH AFRICA must take the
upcoming summit of the Organisation
of African Unity beyond just another
toothless talkshop, chalienges
OLAWALE FAPOHUNDA, a Nigerian
lawyer who co-ordinates International
campaigns for the Lagos-based Civil
Liberties Organisation.

not a man to mnce his words, addressed

his fellow heads of state at the 1986 sum-
mit of the Orgamsation of African Unity (OAU)
with the following stinging review of the body’s
record.

“Over a period of 20 years nearly three quar-
ters of a million Ugandans perished at the
hands of governments that should have pro-
rected thetr hves 1 must state that Ugandans felt
a deep sense of betrayal that most of Africa kept
silent The reason for not condemning such
massive crimes has supposedly been a destre not
to wniterfere 10 the mternal affawrs of a member
state, in accordance with the charters of the
OAU and the United Nations We do not accept
this reasoning, because 1n the same organs there
are exphicit laws that enunclate the sanciity and
inviolability of human hife ”

The OAU assembly of heads of state and §ov-
ernment will be meetng once agamn n Yaounde,
Cameroon from Monday to Wednesday

The poor publicity i the days before this
gathermng 1s understandable, as mary will Justy-
flably see 1t as a talkshop where African leaders
meet to pat each other on the back for jobs not
done There will be the usual pomp and the
pageantry of African leaders in flowing robes
And nothing will happen

The formation of the OAU 1n 1963 was
greeted with an enthusiasm which, all too soon,
gave way to despair when 1t emerged that the
organisation was largely a club for the preserva-

tton ot leaders and their regimes

Untold atrocities were committed i the
name of national security, resulting m a prohif-
eration of one-party states and military dictator-
ships As for eLononuc development, it 1S a sad
Jiché to note that poverty continues to be the

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni of Uganda,
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lot of the majonity of the people of Africa while
therr leaders live i opulence

In the 33 vears since the formation of the
OAU, hittle has changed Victories against colo-
miahism and apartheid are hailed as achieve-
ments, but 1n the case of South Africa, the role
of several African countries was limited to ver-
bal condemnation, while they entered into all
lunds of economic and pohitical compromises
with the old South African government

In the field of human nights, perhaps the
only significant development was the adoption
of the African Charter on Human and People’s
Rights But 1t 15 widely held as little more than a
delusion as the OAU continues, unbroken, its
rradition of silence on human-nghts violations
on the contiment

There have been the silences over the atrocl-
t1es committed 1n Id1 Amin's Uganda, 1n
Nguema's Equatorial Guinea and 1n Boukassa’s
Central African empire When Diallo Telly, a for-
mer secretary-general of the OAU, was
murdered, the incident provoked neither

OAU silence
« 4|7 1ab |
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the agenda for the rest of the continent Indeed
the leadership rose to the challenge and did, n
the case of Nigena, begin a global campaign
against the dictator

But many of us find the double talk of
Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo confusing And
some are still unable to decipher the mystery
surrounding the sudden withdrawal of the sup-
port of the South Africa government for a meet-
ing of Nigerian opposttion groups, which was to
have been held m Johannesburg early thus year

Many of us are also still trying to come to
terms with South Africa’s position at the recent
sessjon of the United Nations Human Rights
Commussion, when i did not support the call
for a special rapporteur on Nigeria

But even 1 the face of these setbacks, South
Africa remains our only hope

The leadership of South Airica must use the
OAU meeting to seize the mnitiative on human
nghts m Atnca They must tell the summuit that
the OAU’s inviolate principle of non-interfer-
erice has become an excuse for persistent

protest nor comment from human-nghts violations

the OAU or African govern- | Mﬂﬂy Of 1S ﬁnd the talk The South African dele-
ments All are quick to | . gation should also arm
point to Article Ill of the | OfAlfred Nzo COﬂﬁlSl?’lg itself with the programme
e wnehoodste |, But South Affica 8 bl
e cates by OAU | Temainis our only hope.  the 1993 OAU summitand
mei?geersla 15 now the focus Thé’y must fell the sut- ﬁ;ﬁ?&?}lzﬂﬂi ;)u;;gr{;

. ;e

of all caavilised states but 1t mit that the QAU'S invl-  address violations of
wilnoebeasuprsesi e | olate principle ofnon- S i
name of General Abacha go interference has becOme  and implement the African
unnoticed by his colleagues | gp excuse fOT PE’TS istent charter on human nghts

at the meeting Furthermore, human-

The international com-
munity, specifically the
Western world, seems
deliberately confused as to what to do about
Nigeria European leaders have been quick to
say that the initiative has to come from African
states, knowing that few African leaders are bet-
ter than their Nigenan counterpart

The burth of South Africa under President
Mandela gave rise to new expectations It was
hoped that the new leadership, victims of
human-rights wiolations themselves, would set

' human rights violations.

rights 1ssues should not be
left to governments alone
The role of NGOs on the
continent should be properly acknowledged
and given a place within the QAU South
Atrica’s voice could strengthen the lobby for a
proposed NGO forum to the OAU Assembly

Finally, South Ainca cannot afford to inherit
the OAU tradrtion of silence on human rights
violations Stlence from South Africa will spell
tragedy for the vast majority of the peoples of
Africa — Independent Foreign dService
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SATO ASSIST PEACE PROCESSES

?
YAOUNDE: President Nelson Mandela told the OAU summt here
yesterday that South Africa would not shnnk from its
responsibitity to help resolve confiict and aovocate human nghts

on the continent

E Organisation of African
I Unity (OAU) summt, opened
three hours late yesterday,
apparently because of deliberations
OVer a possible replacement for UN
secretary-general Dr Boutros Boutros-
Ghali
The turmoil came after US Under-
Secretary of State for African Affairs
Mr George Moose said n 3 broadcast
interview on Sunday that Washing-
ton would support another African
candidate for the post of UN secre-
tary-general
The United States has made 1t
Clear it does not favour renewal of
Boutros-Ghaly’s {tve-year mandate at
the end of the year
Boutros-Ghali, who cancelled his
public schedule on Sunday 1n appar-
ent reaction to the US stance, was
lined up among the keynote speakers
at yesterday's opening
The summit was Inaugurated by
the OAU chairman, Ethiopian leader
Mr Meles Zenawi, who is to hand over
the revolving annual presidency to
President Paul Brya of Cameroon
Among other prominent frgures
eXpected to speak during the opening
ceremony were President Yasser
Arafat of the National Palestine
Authority and QAU SéCretary-general
Mr Salim Ahmed Salim
Onlookers clapped as President
Nelson Mandela said South Africa
would not shrink from 1ts responsibil-
1ty to help resolve conflict and advo.

Cate human nghts on the continent

He said the OAU would scrutinse
mechanisms to guarantee human
rights as well as preventing, manag-
g and resolving conflict

The OAU had also contributed to
the holding of elections 1n a numper
Cf African countres

"South Africa supports all these
programmes and we are Immensely
proud and enniched to have been an
Integral part of their implementa-
tion,” he said

“To the ltmit of our capactty, we
pledge not to shirk our responsibiity
mn contrbutig our fair share ”

Mandela said South Africa would
continue 1ts assistance to the peace
process in Angola and Burund: and
the efforts to resolve conflicts in
Libenia, Somalia and Sierra Leone

He also pledged solidarity with the
Saharaw1 Democratic Republic’s drive
for self-determination

“Particularly in Angola and
Burundi, our government has
endeavoured to undertake such prac-
trcal actions as requested by the QAU
and (UN) agencies, and within the
Limut of resources at our disposai

“We are aware that 1t 1s our success
or otherwise 1n resolving all these
conflicts which will determine
whether the African renewal we strve
for will 1n fact succeed ”

Mandela said African countries
were Justified in demanding econom-
I¢ and scientific benefits from their

%
formercolonialbosses but had to

break out of the cycle of dependence
Imposed by “those 1n command of
Immense market power”,

South Africa, ike other African
countries, suffered under an unjust
System of mternational relations This
made the country party to the
struggle for better access to markets,
improved handling of the debt
burden, increased commitment to
Investments and improved trade
conditions

"Most countries on our continent
have taken deliberate measures to
bring their economaies ang trade
regimes in line with the market
Imperatives prevalent in the world
today, 1n accordance with the advice
of multilateral financial institutions

“But the question has been nghtly
posed Has there been reciprocal
action by those who control, particu-
larly, the resources required for sus-
tamable development, such as mvest-
ments and markets?”

Mandela added that development
was further dependent on sustamable
use of the environment “Modern
tnvironmental challenges extend far
beyond the capacity of individual
countries and we need, as a conti-
nent, to find ways of working togeth-
€I t0 preserve Africa’s hentage ”

Even without the delay, this latest
sumimirt was under a cloud after Nige-
ra accused host country Cameroon of
planning a military offensive on the
disputed Bakasst pentnsula .

The two countries, irotically both
members of the OAU’s 16-member |
panel on conflict resolution, contest
ownership of the od-rich peninsula 1n
the Gulf of Guinea — Sapa-AFP
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vAQUNDE, Cameroon. african  would prompt tnew reflection o1l months open the possibility of another

leaders yesterday urged the Upited  the partof the Umted States” Despite the expressioll of sup-  African candidate bemng embraced
States to re-think 1ts opposition 10 awhat's sigmficant 15 that  port, hammered out1n a four-hour by the OAU, something the US
U]?{ﬁecretary-General Dr Boutros  Africa has taken a position 1o dif-  private session onl Monday, the would support
Boutros-Ghali's bid forasecond ferent from many other nof- declaration was far from a nnging «We've said all along we're
term, saying their continent  Afncan nations,” he said, referting endorsement quite sensiuve to the destre of
deserved to have o€ of tsownm 10 Washington's yirtual 1solation Four countries refused to sup-  African states to see an African cOn-
thejob. . on the issue port it — Rwanda, Ghana, Entrea tnue as head of the organisation
The head of {hie Orgamisation of The US said Boutros-Ghali, an and Ethiopia and we've made clear our wilhing-
Afncan Umity, Salrm Ahmed Salim, Egyptian, has been too slow 10 In addition, the final version ness to consider a qualified African
acky owledged that an OAU decla-  reform the world body and does  appeared to StIesS motre enthusi- canddate for that job,” he said on
ration of support for Routros-Ghali  motdeservea second term asm for an Aftican UN chief rather  Monday
lacked the power to blocka US veto As a permanent member of the  than Boutros-Ghalt umself The question Of Boutros-Ghali's
of his second term. UN Securtty Council, the US has US Assistant Secretary AfState  level of support among African

The hope, he said, was that the  the power 10 veto his election for African Affairs, George M0OSE, <tates has dominated the QAU
declaration, approved on. Monday, whena decision 15 made mn a few said he beheved the wording left  summit — Sapa-AP
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OAU challenged by child s

Africa’s leaders are accused of mcm:aosm:@. youth to conflict and mv.ﬁ_o:mzo: |

REUTERS
Yaounde, Cameroon

group of children from
Africa’s conflict zones ac-
cused heads of state at-
tending a summuit in Cameroon of
abandomng them to the whims of
the conhinent’s warlords, some of
whom have large armues of chuld
soldiers
“You are the leaders, you are
the adults creating problems for
us,” said ﬁrﬂmﬁﬂﬁwﬁ Okello (17),
a former chuld soldier from Ugan-
da, 1n his address to the heads of
state on the opening day of the

- _ _ —_— - — _— —

Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) sumimat

“You think only of yourselves
Why don’t you have peace talks
to end the wars?” he challenged,
abandoning his prepared speech
for the gathering

None of the leaders seated n
the plenary session betrayed any
emotion as the young man ad-
dressed them from a dais on be-
half of 120 children who had at-
tended a two-day mock summut
before the miain event

Urucef orgarused the mum-
summt to focus attention on the
plight of children caught up mn

- o g o -~

Africa’s endless conflicts and the
problems they spawn

The tragedy of child soldiers
was played out to television view-
ers around the world n news
footage showmg children as
young as 10 years old finng away
as ethnic warfare exploded 1n
Libena last April

The OAU, accused in the ﬂmmﬂ
of doing little to halt bloodshed
across the continent, appears de-
termuned to act and has put con-
flict on the top of its agenda

Foreign mmisters who pre-
pared the summt have drafted a
resolution calling for sanchions on

W orLD
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warlords 1n Liberia’s six- year-old
civil war, including the setting up
of a UN war cnmes tribunal to try
them if regronal peace efforts fail

The summut 1s also discussing
ethruc fighting in Burundi and
Rwanda and anarchy in Somalia
and the accompanying refugee
crisis — most of the victims of
which are women and chiidren

Reading from the min-sum-
mit’s conclusions, Okello saud the
chuldren noted with regret that
Afnican leaders spent vast sums of
money on arms

“No child soldiers, No child
soldiers 1 all 60 chuldren chanted,

— ekl LA ol
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fists clenched n the air

“Your message has been
heard, 1 assure you,” said
Cameroon President Paul Biya,
speaking as the new chairman of
the OAU

The summut 15 expected to
adopt a resolution on the plight of
children in armed conflicts

The draft contamns an appeal to
the OAU's 53 member states to
ban the use of anti-personnel
landmines, refrain from recnuting
chuldren under the age of 18
armed conflict and sign and ratify
the African Charter on the Rights
and Welfare of the Clild

—-———— = = _
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First SA official for OAU’s secreta

SA will second an officzal to the
OAU's secretanat in Ethiopia for
the first ime since the body was
founded m 1963, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Mimustry has

announced

| .2?57

Deon van Schoor, at presenta
director m the Africa division of
foreign affairs, will serve asa se-
ruor political officer at the OAU's l
head office m Addis Ababa from

Xiav iq]al4b
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OAU wants new African

candidate for
Afar

UN

AL

P

Appeal for states 10 nominate ‘other quality candidates’ could

help Security Council deal with US vet

o of Boutros-Ghall

REUTERS, ﬂF P
New York

ors to subput other names after
the United States vetoed ncum-
bent Boutros Boutros-Ghal

Thus appeared to break a dead-
lock following the November 13
US veto when African states still
ceemed reluctant to put forward
other candidates while Boutros-
Ghali remamned n play

“In order to preserve Afnica’s

Boutros  Boutros-Ghali,” QAU
chairman and Cameroon President
Paul Biya said m a jetter to
African ﬁeads of state or govern-
ment.

Boutros-Ghall's term €xpires
on December 31 and the US has

vowed to keep using 1ts veto t0
deny hum a second term on the
grounds that the UN needs a
more reform-minded leader to
take 1t into the 21st century

Biya said that, according to his
information, “the counal shil
seems favourable to the principle
of a second term of office for
Afrca to the post of UN secretary-

World hody

Under-Secretary-General Kofi
Annan of Ghana, who heads UN
peacekeeping, Operauons, Ivory

Coast Foreign Mimster Amara
Essy, Hanud Algaid of Niger,
secretary-general of the Orgarusa-
ton of the Islarmc Conference,

OAU secretary-general Salim
Ahmed Sahm of Tanzama, For-
eign Minuster Moustapha Niasse
of Senegal, and Olara Otunnu, 2
former Ugandan UN envoy who
heads the New York-based Inter-
national Peace Academy

US ambassador Madeleine Al-
bright yesterday welcomed Biya's
call for African leaders to put for-
ward new candidates for tﬁe post
She said Biya's “very important
letter” to other African leaders
should “provide the Securtly
Counal with a way of dealing
with this issue”.

Asked for her reaction o
Biya's suggestion that new names
should be submuited along with
that of Boutros-Ghali, Albright
saxd “the verdict (was) the same”
regardmg the current ncumbent
Albright has ruled out any com-
pronuse wiuch mught enable the
74-year old Egyptian to remain fil
office beyond December 31

The UN General Assembly
dlects the UN chuef on the Securty

Counal’s recommendation
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Desp @5&% seeking human rights for OAU]|

230 )

cir 20/5[/97F
THE OAU’'S MAIJOR problem 1s | swe _.mm_Emw Untold mmaoﬁnmm %m_,m com- Eﬂ__:m_% mcﬂm_.%EmE 15 bru- T T L ah v - 7 show that 1t 1§°prepared to make those
mtted 1n the name of national secunity, | tally suppresse - . hard choices
that it has become the most resulting 1n a proliferation of one-party W_m%%maw and journakhists | | But what about the rest of the
important trade union in Africa — states and rmuhtary dictatorships are persecuted, imprisoned, | w 4 Afrcanand interrtational commumnity?
a trade union for dictators, In the 34 years since the formation of | tortured or assassinated Y Salim’s call for speeding up democ-
despots and corrupt military the OAU very hittle has changed in their Nigeria, Sudan, Chad, w | MJ . ratisation on the continent demands
rulers Contributing Editor mwmwﬂwnnw_w% human rights 1ssues and wmmmwﬂ%wmgﬁ_umwwwwﬂmm . 3 e w Mmﬁwﬁa Mmaqnwmwwy_w%wﬂ respomnses
e a €N |re % S T xS PAIEP  vmr r an om African gove
VERNON SEYMOUR writes that Victories against colonmialism and | over from mﬁ%%ma South | .~ 4™ 7 e wm M It E@EE%EE OAU member states
OAU Secretary-General Salim | apartheid are hatled as achievements, but | Africa in having jails full of | , - u_ and the international community
Ahmed Salim will need all the | 1n the case of South Africa the role of | poltical detainees ; s o " e b review their bilateral %o_m_ﬂmm with
several African countries was limited to Most of them are what | T o - Nigena and the other oftending coutt-
support he can muster to mcmj verbal condemnation, while they entered | Amnesty International calls | *_, CE =TT e o N Emm: especiaily to prevent economic
for human rights 1n African | into all kinds of economuc and political | “prisoners of conscience” . - >« ] commitments in the country con-
dipiomacy. compromuises with the apartheid govern- The advent of the new o -t o s J wM_ﬁ tributing to the Em_:ﬂwnmunm of ﬁwm
ment South Africa gave rise to new A T el . e mntolerable situation of human nghts
HE recent statement by Secretary- The most notable fact of the OAU’s | expectations n+ R . TR & abuses
General Salim Ahmed Salim of the | position on apartheid South Africa 1s that [t was hoped that the & E At AR et : The QAU’s major problem 1s that 1t
Organusation of African Uity that | the non-interference principle was not | new leadership, victims of a A G o W L has become the most important trade
the writing 1s on the wall for Afican mili- | applhied There has been silence over the | human rights vielations ] g 3_.4.\9\ T M AN union 1n Africa — a trade umon for dic-
tary leaders, dictators and despots1istobe | atrocities commuitted by governments on | themselves, would set the 0 T s & ” tators, despots and corrupt mihitary
welcomed as a refreshing new direction | their own people all over Afnica agenda for the rest of a con- 5 w..ﬁ N B R L ——
by the African group During the 1986 QAU summut Pres1- | tinent desperately seeking A °. However, 1n the last seven years
It is a far cry from his rebuke of South | dent Yowen Musuvem of Uganda indict- | leadership to address the -t s L there has been a slow movement to
Africa when President Nelson Mandela | ed the QAU by stating to a hushed audi- | problem 1n an effective \ h F o wards some forms of representative
called for the suspension of Nigeria from | ence of African heads of state that, for | way v " ,. government on the continent The
the Commonwealth not so long ago many years, Ugandans felt a deep sense When South Africa did Lo Eﬂw L challenge 1s to expand this democratic
The fact that he made this statement | of betrayal because most of Africa kept | take leadership on human mu ¥ d space
i Nigenia makes 1t even more significant | silent while Ids Amin’s government com- | rights abuses by African gov- Sk / , Given this new direction, 1t will
He has now given the OAU a new focus | muitted the worst forms of atrocities | emments they often found 1t ‘. el now be expected of the OAU secretary-
i African diplomacy 1maginable difficult to muster African Ridiiant Ja general to contribute to this develop-
It seems Salim wants to help the OAU Nigena 1s at present the focus of all | support at international ﬂ / o ment by allowing civil soctety groups
regain the upper hand 1n 1ts battle to | civihised states and the same silent policy | forums ER to influence the OAU
become more relevant 1n an era of | approach is evident 1n statements made The question 1s often w(, DR This could be achieved, for exam-
democratisation by OAU spokesmen asked by civil society groups - ple, by holding a parallel civil society
Salim enjoys the confidence of the At the UN Commussion for Human | on the continent whether, forum during OAU summits In this

new African leadership which 1s mvolved
1n shaping the future of intra-African
diplomacy
This new leadership — which
includes the forthright Entreans, the
unapologetic Rwandans, the pragmatic
Ugandans and the innovative South
Africans -— has broken out of yesterday’s
thinking
,  The formation of the OAU 1n 1963
" was greeted with enthusiasm, which soon
gave way to despair when 1t emerged that
. the organisation was largely a club for the
% preservation of leaders and their repres-

—t

Rights session held 1n Geneva recently,
very few African governments supported
South Africa’s position 1n a resolution
caling for the appointment for a special
mvestigahion mnto human nights abuses n
in Nigeria

Nigena tops all categories of human
rights abuses on the continent Since the
execution of the author and human
rights activist Ken Saro-Wiwa and his
eight co-defendants on November 10,
1995, there have been no signs of
improvement

All opposition and criticism of the

apart from South Africa,
there 1s any African govern-
ment which has the polifical
will to deal with these 1ssues
effectively through the OAU
The secretary-general will need all the
support he can muster to pursue this new
direction 1 Afncan diplomacy

What can South Africa do? It 18 sub-
mitted that our new democracy and
Mandela’s stature offers an anvil to cast a
foreign policy supportive of human
rights which 1s without fedr or favour on
the continent

r

RULE OF ROAD: In OAU countries where gun Is law,
assault rifles are seen everywhere on the streets Even
this 13year-old boy in Libena totes one on his bike

South Africa cannot afford to inhert
the QAU tradition of silence on human
rights Silence from South Africa would
mean tragedy for most African people

South Africa can make a difference,
but only if 1t 15 prepared to make some
hard policy choices on human rights
quest1ons )

To 1ts credit, Sonth Africa hasbegun to

way the summuts could become a Iittle
more than a place where Anglophone,
Francophone, Lusophone, Arabphone
and “juntaphones” come to have dis-
cussions which have no ympact on the
lives of African people
It 1s to be hoped that Secretary-Gener-
al Salim will receive the support of
African governments so that the African
renaissance can truly begin

0 Vernon Seymour 1s a seitior researcher
mternational relations at the Centre for:
Southern African Studies at UWC
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oty

has kindled ma

] Arare — African leaders are
wall t0day set to stake the continent’s

@ .1a:m to be a major player on the
2 BB world stage, and to shake off 1ts
image as a wreiched onlooker

The Orgamsation of Afnican Unity,
which holds tts 33rd annual summut here
on June 2-4, 15 expected to press its
demand for two permanent seats with
yeto power on an expanded United
Nations Security Council
And many of the 30 heads of state
due at the summit — including the new
leader tn Kinshasa Laurent Kabila -
will no doubt echo President Nelson
Mandela’s view that the ime 18 T1pe for
a political and economic African
renaissance

7imbabwean Vice-President Simon
Muzenda acknowledged at a preparato-
ry meeting ahead of the summat that
“most of Africa continues to be haunted
by conflicts, hunger, economic decline
and disease”

At the same time, he complamed that
fhus led to an “untrue” perception i the
ast of the world that Africa 1 “an

| ack of\ustice, falrness

ny uprisings In Africa

wants

o 11 S

L

quenness

msigmficant partner 10 international,
political and economic relations”

In past years the OAU has regularly
used colomal legacies, apartherd and
Cold War interference 1n Afrnican affairs,
as whipping boys to divert attention from
its own fallures

Now, nearly 40 years after the
winds of independence began to SWeep
through the continent, three years after
the end of apartheid and with the Cold
War long gone, those cxcuses are no
longer available

Collective wisdom

“Lack of justice, farness and openness 1n
govermng have kindled many uprisings
Nowadays the call for democracy, human
rights and accountability can no longer
be 1gnored,” saud Muzenda

Mandela said mm an address 10
7imbabwe’s parliament during a recent
state visit #The time has come for Africa
(o take full responsibility for her woes
and use the immense collective wisdom 1t
possesses to make a reality of the 1dea of
the African renaissance ~ — Sapa-AFP
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OAU’s credlbility on line

as summit gets un@g;; way

Unresolved conflicts poi*ni to organisation’s impotence

By PE'rEn FABRICIUS
AND NEIL SHAW
Star Foreign Service

he Organisation of

African Unity starts its

33rd annual heads of
state and government summit
in Harare today, still facing
charges that it 1s powerless to do
much about the continent’s real
prnblems but at least now try-
g to'address them.

SA officials hope that at least
one concrete achhevement will
be to persudde a majority of
African nations to commit
themselves to a total ban on the
manufacture, selling or stock-
piling of landmines, as SA has.

Although democracy is blos-
soming, especially in the south,
a coup n Sierra Leone, the ex-
pulsion of Zairan president Mo-
butu Sese Seko and unresolved
conflicts 1’ Rwanda, Burundi,
Liberia, Angcla and Somalia
underscore the contment’s con-
tinung mstability and the
OAU’s lmpotence, diplomats say.

All these are on the agenda,
as 1s the row between Libya and

Ppeeay
1:} _'i' : }

Ehar Z[b] 97
the West over the Lockerbie

bombing.

The debut of self- prnclauned
president Laurent Kabila of the
Democratic Republic of: Con_go
is Iikely to be the newsiest event
of the summit, overshadowing
the QAl’s ongoing frustrations.

Despite 1ts recent creation of
a Mechamism for Conflict Pre-
vention, Management and Reso-
lution, the OAU has had little or
no 1mpact on either the Sierra
Leone or Congo crises and
seems uniikely to Its impact on
SA-led efforts to resolve the
Congo crisis was at very best
marginal, diplomats say

But one diplomat ohserved:
“It’s still a talk shop but at least
they’re talking about the right
1ssues now,” noting that the or-
gomisation spent 1ts first quarter-
century focusing almost exclu-
sively on decolonisation but was
now starting to debate the con-
timent’s underlying crises of
political conflict, genocide,
poverty and famine.

The main mitiatives flowing
from these new directions have
been the conflict-resolution

mechanism and the African
Economic Community (AEC) -
an ambitious plan, conceived In
1991, to create an Africa-wide

economic and poiitical union, .

mcludmg within if an African
court of justice

Tomorrow the summit will
constitute itself as the AEC to
launch the body formally, but so
far 1t exists 11 name only

The conflict-resolution mech-
anism has also not lived up toits
name so far

Ugandan President Yoweri
Musevenl, In & recent mterview
i which he branded the OAU as
a “trade umion of criminals”,
said he expected nothing of sub-
stance to come out of this
week’s summit.

Asked about the AEC launch,
he said: “We signed the protocol
m Abuja in 1991; now what we
want to see is implementaticn ”

QAU secretary-general Salim
Ahmed Salim is expected to be
re-elected to an unprecedented
third term, despite grumblings
from some member countries
and OAU officials who believe
he has achieved very little.
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OAU plan to lure forei gn inve stment

HARARE: Afrlcan leaders gather
here today to take another step
towards estabhshung an economic
community, hoping to influence
the international economic envi-
ronment in 1ts favour

The heads of states and govern-
ments — here for three days to
attend the annual Organisation of
Afncan Unuty (OAU) summut — are
expected to hold the maugural ses-
sion of the African Economic Com-
muntity (AEC).

The continent, which last year
showed signs of economic recovery
due to an increase 1n agricultural

output and a rse 1n petroleum
prices, ironically saw more of its
people being relegated to poverty

Thirty-three of the 41 poorest
and most heavily indebted coun-
iries in the world are in Africa

The OAU hopes that the pro-
jected AEC will lure investment to
member countries

OAU secretary-general Mr Salim
Ahmed Salim said “Africa will be
able to articulate 1ts coliective posi-
tion and strengthen 1ts ability to
defend 1ts interests, 1n a world 1n
which  organised economic
groupings stand a greater Chance to

emerge ca’n etitive ’

With corruptlnn and economic
mismanagement being seen by
international investors as the
norm 1n Africa, the QAU has
realised it is time to urgently
change 1ts 1rnage.

“Foreign investors have confin-
ued to 1gnore mvestment opportu-
nties in Africa,” said Sahm

There1s .. an urgent need for
our member states to launch an
mtensive campaign to change the
image of our continent in the
major capital markets.” — Sapa-
AFP
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NEW BROOM: President of Zmbabwe and newly elected chairman of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Robert Mugabe (nght) and QAU secretary-general Salim Ahmed Salim address
/Em media yesterday during the closing press conference of the 33rd Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the QAU in Harare

HARARE The Organisation of African
Unity called yesterday for a return to
democracy mn Nigeria and Burund, and the
new OAU chairman said Africa would not
tolerate military takeovers in future
“We are getting tougher and tougher
each time I can assure that for future coups,
it will be much tougher,” Zimbabwe’s Presi-
. dent Robert Mugabe, the OAU's new chair-
man, told a news conference

Mugabe said there was no contradiction
between the outnght condemnation at the
OAU'’s three-day summut in Harare of a May
23 coup 1n Sterra Leone and the presence at
the conference of the muitary governments
of Nigena and Burunda

“While on the face of it there appcars to
be a contradiction, the thrust 1s consistent

-.we do not accept coups,” he said
QAU secretary-general Mr Salm Ahmed
Salim said the organisation had made 1t
- clear to Burundi President Pierre Buyoya
and Nigeria’s General Sani Abacha that
their military governments had to be seen
to be be making way for democracy
Salim, elected on Monday to an
» upprecedented thurd four-year term as sec-

| no longer a

o/

retary-general, said the OAU had sent
envoys to Nigeria to tell Abacha that his
regime was unacceptable

“We are still very much committed to
seeing that democracy comes to Nigenia  a
democratic Nigeria will set a very important
example in Africa,” he said

On Burundi, he said “We have made 1t
clear to President Buyovya that his situation
1s not different from Sterra Leone, that 1t has
to be attended to and that we want to see a
return to democracy ”

OAU leaders came out more strongly
than ever before at the summit in favour of
democracy throughout the continent, link-
Ing transition to popular government to eco-
nomuic growth and development

They denounced the coup 1n Sierra
Leone and endorsed armed action by the
Economic Community of West African
States (Ecowas), led by Nigeria, to expel the
rlitary government

Though Burundi and Nigeria were not
named 1n open discussion and were not
condemned 1n resolutions of the OAU’s
33rd summit, Mugabe and Sahim said they
were under a spotlight

e —————— R RTEIRRR=
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ceept coups’
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Mugabe said the OAU was putting struc-
tures m place to deal with emerging con-
flicts and crisis such as the Sierra Leone
coup

“Ten or so years ago we did not address,
as the OAU, issues that had to do with
coups d’état as such We merely regretted
that they had occurred But now we want to
address thern and address them as vigorous-
ly as we can,” he said

“It may take us some time, but that 1s
our posttion ”

Salim said the OAU was leaving it to the
16-nation Ecowas group to resolve the crisis
1n Sierra Leone, but had offered strong
moral support and had urged Africa and the
world “not to do anything that would give
comfort to that regime”

Responding to a journalist who accused
the OAU of hypocrisy 1n 1ts dealings with
Sierta Leone, Nigena and Mr Laurent Kabi-
la’s Democratic Republic of Congo, Salim
said “I don’t agree that the QAU 1s a tooth-
less bulldog

“The OAU 1ncreasingly 1s becoming
imvolved 1n 1ssues that were considered no-
go areas ” — Reuter

PICTURE- AP

Burundi slams

double standards

HARARE Burundi military ruler Major Pierre i

Buyoya yesterday accused the Organisation of
African Unity of double standards in condemn-
Ing undemocratic governments and military
coups, but living with them among 1ts powerful
members

At a news conference here, Buyoya, who
se1zed power 1n a military coup last July, said that
nevertheless he supported the general thrust of
the 53-member organisation towards democracy
despite the apparent lack of consistency

He said this before new OAU chairman and
Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe and QAU
secretary-general Mr Sahm Ahmed Salim called
on Burundi and Nigena to return to democracy

Nigena’s mihitary government 1s leading muli-
tary efforts by the Economic Community of
West African States to restore Sierra Leone Pres:-
dent Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, who was overthrown
by junior nmhitary officers on May 25

Buyoya said his government was moving
towards democracy and called for the hifting of
economic sanctions imposed on Burundi by
neighbouring states to try to force hmm oyt of
power after he ousted civilian Hutu President

Sylvestre Ntibantunganya — Reuter 4

156



targets,

HARARE- President Robert Mu-
gabe has given notice that the West
and 1ts economies will be targets
rather than allies during his ste-
wardship of the Orgamsation of
African Umty (OAU) over the next
12 months

Assumung the charrmanship of
the OAU, which has achieved little
of substance 1n 34 years, Mugabe
repudiated both the dominant
Western view of democracy and its
market economics

In his tone-setting inaugural
address as chairman of the 33-
nation body, Mugabe saxd on Mon-
day that Africa should not be herd-
ed 1nto tnappropriate forms of
democracy

“For democracy to take root
anywhere, 1t should be judictously
pursued with an eye on the polity
for which 1t 1s mtended

“There 1s need to avoid the
danger of bemng compelled by self-
appomnted mentors to go through
the motions of democracy with-
out enthroning 1ts substance,” he
said

Argumg that the ground needed
to be prepared for democracy in
those parts of the world not used to
it he added* “We have reason to

e — e — i -
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TAG: Robert Mugabe

question the motives of those who
would stampede our governments
willy mlly to adopt democracy with-
out the necessary preparations ”

Yesterday, opening the inaugur-
al meeting of the African Economuc
Community, a fledghng common
market which exists more as an
aspiration than a fact, he said Africa
faced resurgent Western influence
exercised through economies rather
than governments

Warning that the privatisation
urged by by financial advisers to
the developing world could see

Fﬂ

Vest and its economies are

Ma aabe

(23

Africa’s resources surrendered to
foreign control, he said

{ “The establishment of market-

driven economies is not a panacea
to Africa’s economic ills *

Instead, Africa should pursue 1ts
50-year plan to achieve a continen-
tal common market by 2030

“The entire developing world 15
facing hostile policies emanating
from the World Trade Organisa-
tion and international financial
institutions

“It would appear there 1s a Co-
ordinated pohtical agenda by the
North amned at suppressing the
development of developing courn-
tnes

“Together, we must resist the
recolonisation of our countries
under a facade of programmes 10
safeguard the global environment
or globahsation,” he said

Mugabe regularly cites the lega-
cy of colonisation as a challenge to
his own country’s economy, which
is currently engaged 1n a restructur-
ing programme

And yesterday he warned hus
peers “We have to unshackle the
chains of economic oppression
imposed on us by history over the
last five centurtes ” — Reuter

—




HARARE — President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe
has mven notice that the west and 1ts economies will
be targets rather than allies during Ins stewardship
of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) over the
next 12 months

Assuming the charrmanship of the OAU, which
has achieved Iittle of substance m 34 years, Mugabe
repudiated both the dominant western view of
democracy and its market economics.

In his tone-setting maugural address as charrman
of the 53-nation body, Mugabe said on Monday that
Afnca should not be herded mnto mappropriate forms
of democracy.

“For democracy to take root anywhere, 1t should
be judiciously pursued with an eye on the polity for
which it 18 intended.

“There is need to avoid the danger of being com-
- pelled by self-appointed mentors to go through the
motions of democracy without enthroning its sub-
stance,” he sad,

Mugabe argued that the ground needed to be pre-
pared for democracy i those parts of the world not
used toif.

“We have reason to question the motives of those
who would stampede our governments willy nilly to
adopt democracy without the necessary prepara-
tions,” he said,

Opening the inaugural meeting of the African
Economic Commumty yesterday, a fledgling common
market which exists more as an aspiration than a
fact, he said Africa faced resurgent western influence
exercised through economes rather than
governments.

He warned the privatisation urged by financial
advisers to the developing world could see Africa’s
resources surrendered to foreign control,

“The establishment of market-driven economies is
| not a panacea to Africa’s economicills,” Mugabe said.

Instead, the continent should pursue its 50-year
plan to achieve a continental common market by the
year 2030,

“The entire developing world 1s facing hostile poli-
cies emanating from the World Trade Organisation
and mternational financial mstitutions

e — - -
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Western economies to
be ‘targets, not allies’

&0 4” qﬁd appear gzgfg 18 a co-ordinated po-

litical agenda by the north, which controls these -

stitutions, aimed at surpressing the development of i

developing countries.

“Together, we must resist the recolonisation of our
countries under a facade of programmes to safeguard
the global environment or globahsation,” he said.

Mugabe, 73, led his Zimbabwe African National
Union m a seven-year bush war against white rule
that led to his landshde victory in independence elec-
tionsn 1980, -

Since then, he has consohdated his support, partly
through an alliance with his main opponent, and haz
' y immune fo criticism even of ram-
pant government spending.

He regularly cites the legacy of ¢olonisation as a
challenge to his country’s economy, which is current-
ly engaged in arestructuring programme. — Reuter.
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AFRICA

OAU dithers on resp

Michael Hartnack

HARARE — After a week of
talks, military chiefs of sta
from throughout the Orgamsa-
tion of African Unity have been
unable to finalise a “response
force” blueprint which “would
render coups a thing of the
past”, says Zimbabwean De-
fence Minister Moven Mahachi.
The chief of the Zimbabwe
defence forces, Gen Vitalis
Zvinavashe, said problems of
fundraising for the proposed
peacekeeping force remained a
major hurdle
OAU assistant pohtical di-
rector Sam Ibok mooted the
idea of a “peace week”, includ-
ing a special stamp issue and a
continent-wide programme of
friendly soccer matches to raise
support for the concept.
ddressing the o
the formal openin
meeting on Friday,

1cers at
of their
AU secre-

e

tary-general Salim Ahmed Sal-
im warned “We may be over-
whelmed by proliferating crises
and eternal initiatives.” He said
these could lead to “a dangerous
dependency on external assis-
tance, and we may have to paya
very high cost in terms of lives
and resources’.

The outgoing chairman of

the QAU chiefs of defence staffs
standing conference, Maj-Gen
Abubakar Abdulsalaam, told

the open session the west was -

embrolled in a “new scramble
for Africa” and urged African
states to unite to preserve their
independence. ,
sremarks were believed to
reflect a Nigerian quest for sol-
idarty within the continent 1n
view of the military regime’s in-
ternational isolation over 1its
human rights record, and Nige-
ria’s exclusion from the Edin-
burgh Commonwealth summit.
The most recent OAU sum-

e~

mit in June discussed a joint
US-British-French %Eﬁummm for
an African “rapid response
force” to deal with emergencies
on the continent.

Mahachi said the summit
“had resolved that while the
idea appeared noble at its face
value, it required further exam-
ination — whether Africa want-
ed the proposal or not must be
something that must come from
Africa”.

Sources in Harare say west-
ern states %Hmﬁmhmm to give fi-
nancial and logistic support to
the “rapid response force”, to
absolve their troops from fur-
ther loss of life 1n African brush-
fire conflicts, may not have re-
alised African governments’
fears that such a force would be-
come a pohtical player in its
own nght

No force could be trusted un-
1l there was an effective supra-
national court of human rights,

onse force
pp2al0(9% 3

(a20)

with a proven record of having
its rulings honoured and en-
forced. So far, not even the
Southern African Development
Commumty states have made
ngn.mmm on such a court, with

otswana and Namibia coming
to the brink of shooting over a
disputed island at the Chobe-
Zambezi confluence

Mahachi said the blueprint
for the proposed African peace-
keeping force would place the
OAU at the centre of all future
mediation. He predicted it
would have “profound and far
reaching effects on the African
political landscape”.

Salim told the mmﬂmamum_ who
elected Zimbabwe’s Zvinavashe
(former guerrilla commander
Sheba Gava) as their new chair-
man: “OAU member states can
no longer stand aloof and expect
the international community to
care more for our problems than
we do.”
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OAU to. ™~
resist
‘bullies’

HARARE - Afncan states, complain-
ing . of being bullied at World Trade
Organisation (WTO) negotiations,
began a meeting m Harare yesterday
ammed at forging a uvinted front for talks
in Geneva next month.

“The big trading nations have been
dictating the pace,” Zimbabwcdin
industry and commerce minister
Nathan Shamuyarira tnla\)the opening
session of the Orgamsatgon of Afgcan
Unuty (QAU) meetng { 23 )

“They have been taking decisions
which they then ram down our
throats,” Shamuyarira said

He said the nterests of African
countries and others 1n the developing
world should dominate the WTQ pro-
gramme because they were in the
majority, but agrecements have
favoured developed countries

He was speaking to experts prepar-
g for the first meeting of mimsters of

. trade 1 the OAU’s African Economic
Community, starting tomorrow  ~#7

The agenda calls for the ministers
to onthne a “road map” for the penod
1998 to 2000, that will enablg African
states to rparticipate effectively umthe
future work programme of the WTO

An essential part of the formula-
tion of the “road map” would be the
review .of a proposal’ for techmcal
assistance and support to facilitate

.such participation.

. .oailhe; meeting will also review pro-
posals for a “positive agenda” of 1ssnes
of concern to Africa — Sapa-AFP
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HARARE African states lament-
mg their sidelined status i world
trade were told by Zimbabwe's
President Robert Mugabe yester-
day to take advantage of a new US
interest in the continent

Mugabe, chairperson of the
Organisation of African Unity,
made the remark 1n an unusually
self-critical opening address to the
first meeting of minusters of trade
in the OAU’s African Economuic
Community

Although he held that
drought, debt and bullying by big-
ger states were parhially responsi-
bie for the drop 1n Africa’s share of

Africa ‘cannot esc

world trade from five percent to
two percent over the past decade,
Mugabe told the ministers, who
are trying to forge a united front
before World Trade Organisation
talks 1 Geneva next month, that
Africa cannot escape blame for 1ts
underpetformance,

Referring among other devel-
opments to the new US mitiative
on Africa promoted by President
Bill Clinton during his recent
African tour, Mugabe said “Let us
take full advantage of this good-
will and interest shown in Africa
by tying our bootstraps and rising
to the challenge

“Anchored on growing peace
and solid stability on the conti-
nent, the adoption of the princ-
ples of good governance, popular
participation and democracy, let
us make this the dawn of the
African renaissance *

The term “African renais-
sance” was comned by South
African Deputy President Thabo
Mbeki, and used repeatedly by
Clinton durmg his African tour

However Mugabe’s trade min-
1ster, Mr Nathan Shamuyarira,
opened a preparatory meeting
yesterday with the more usual

complaint that developing coun-
&) £ cig)y/

ape blame’

tries were bullied at World Trade
Organisation negotiations

“The big trading nations .
have been taking dectstons which
they then ram down our throats *

Mugabe said the Uruguay
Round of trade negotiations had
showed that “not only did (Africa)
have a limited capacity to trade,
but 1t also lacked the capacity to
negotiate as a region”

Mugabe called on African
states to put the continent on the
path to growth by “forging a new
partnership through planning
and acting together, and speaking
with one voice” — Sapa-AFP
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OAU to focus on drug,
trafficking, child labour
O .

A2

Bonile Nggiyaza ' )

INCREASED drug trafficking among the youth,
women abuse and child labour were 1dentified at a
meeting of the Orgamsation of African Unity (OAU)

m Pretona yesterday ag probl %zmt needed spe-
n/tdld

afic attention ng
QAU director Conavi Jo elegates that

Africa could not achieve sustainable develdpment
without the close involvement of women who con-
stituted 51% of the continent’s population

He said all cultural and traditional practices neg-
atively affecting the welfare of women, such as vi-
olence agamst women, should be discarded

“The youth, who constitute the most dynamic,
imagmative .. segment of our African society need to
be at the centre of all endeavours in our 50C10-
. economicdevelopment’ hesaid -
,  Vremudia Diejoumoah, an International -Labour
+ {Orgamsation. (ILO) representative for East Afrca,
said the globahsation of the world economy was an
inéscapable trend which should not befeared.

“After decades of economic stagnation and un-
precedented decline, Africa’s development prospects
now appear bright with evidence that the African
economic recovery 1s beginmng to take root.” :

The man issues for Africa, he said, were to over-
come rampant unemployment, poverty, social exclu-
sion and the refusal to respect workers’ rights ,

'+ The:, OAU secretary-general’s report from an

eatlier meeting called for the age of 18 years to be
ostablished as the mimmum age at which clhuldren

can be drafted mto armed forces, militias and rebel .

forces




elected to
chair OAU labour body

Pearl Sebolao C% )

2
| LAﬁOUR Minister Tito been elected ag

the chairmap of the Or anisation of African Unity
(OAD) labour and sumaf affarrs Commission for the

Mbowenj s

W oy oy

01 1ssues an representation
tional Lahoyy Organisation.
Foreign Affaire Mimster Alfred

Nzo, who dely-
ered the ke:;{nnte address, gard that

in the campaign for 4

global ban on land-
mines by rat gthelan

f10n.

Bonile Ngqiyaza

SA NATIONAL Defence
Force (SANDF) de uty
f Lt-Gen Siphiwe
da, has expressed

his departure
A decision op Meir-
Ing’s replacement will be
aken shortly, although
Nyanda 15 widely tipped
to assume the position

tary officers tq over-
throw President Nelson
Mandela hag mplicated

e

Nyanda, among others

children 1n armed
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privately that he stands hittle chance

éven though 16 KwaZulu.N atal judges
- bominated himin the fipst roun
Continued from Page ) Tshabalala, a member of the N atal
P(% Bar for 29 years before he wag appoint-.
natories to the tition against Tsha- ¢ g Judge of the Ciskey Hi

1l:::.alala. Galgut, Squires, Hugo, Com.

rnk, Levingohn and Niles-Duneay ctation of Democrat;e Lawyers {Nade))
The commission, scheduled tq meet shabalala saiqd 1t would he “ye

agamn m October, 15 ¢ ected to re- g cult” for him to pe € another

advertise for the post at the end of Jy] nomination by Nadel However, be.

owever, it appears almost certarn

that Tshabalala’s st-round opponent Judges’ petition, “I do not
— former Afrikaner Broederbond ey. anything

ecutive membhey Judge Willem Booy-  untilths h

S€n — will not be Dominated aggn
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ILO urges even-handed policy on Aids

The Tpter nation 3l T.ahout O ganisation (1) told a trlpartite con
foreric @ ON .4 Sotther 0 Aftican Develapment Coinmuinity code on
Hiv-Alds and employrnent yestetday diad BT 1Hodiion shouid
not be st d as 1ot o b tenipitation of emplovinent o
TR IR T T 3t “Government 1*1]1[!10311#:
and employee ropr esentabives should ensuie that occupational

be nefits ate non discrimindtor 1 bsustduiabie didd pros e sty

por e b channa corh b deddsil odu kil
Ot o0l o o Do [T ke effarts to protect the
Litaako b ba T 0ot adanis of decedsal and teined

emmployee s _Lie (o o Nkurly, an TLO cenior speeialist on
surkme conditums — Franh Nyumalo Johanmeshurg
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“Africa still bloody on
OAU’s 35t

NAIROBI — On its 356th an-
mversary, the Orgamsation
for African Umty (OAU)
watches over a continent it has
been unable to prevent from
being soaked in blood, forced
economically backwards, eth-
nically divaded and dragged
down by foreign debt

This 1s one perspective of
the orgamsation founded as a
Pan-Africamist panacea by
such Iuminanres of African 1n-
dependence as Jomo Kenyatta
of Kenya, Kwame Nkrumah of
(GGhana and Haile Selassie of
Ethiopia

With 1ts 53 member states,
the OAU celebrates its 35th
anmversary today, and short-
ly afterwards  President
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe
will hand over the OAU pres-
dency to Blaise Compaore, 47,
president of Burkina Faso

Compaore hsts the ability
by African states to successful-
ly intervene in each others’
crises as paramount An effec-
tive peacekeeping force would
enable states to respond to

theiwr own ﬂbl&ﬂQ prevent-
ing the need for furmgn 1nter-

ventmn he says
In 1ts 35-year history, the
OAU has seen enough disaster
1n the form of a seermingly end-
less list of conflicts — among
them Biafra, Mozambique,
Angola, Sudan Uganda, So-
maha Etmupla Erltrea, Bu-
rundl, Rwanda, Chad, Libena,
Sierra Leone, Algeria, Moroc-
co, Central African Re public,
Congo, Dnbout: and Za1re
With more than 20-malhon
people killed, and 50-mllion
more displaced or made
refugees, or victims of AIDS,
1llness or famine, the QAU has
seemngly done nothing
Critics say 1 1ts favour 1s
that 1t masterminded the Tan-
zaman mtervention 1n Ugan-
dain 1979 that ousted dictator
Idi Amin and that its annual
conference allows a pan-
contimental exchange of1deas
The mterest of member
states ,in 1ts affairs 15 slim
sometimes only half of 53
countries attend the confer-

_— — - — —_—
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stlmated $45m 1s

nwed In unpald subscription
and other fees

Where 1ts future hes 15
intervention and peacekeep-
ing 1n each others’ countries
to stop what President Ben-

jamin Mkapa of Tanzama

calls “the African leaders’ abil-
1ty to sully the continent’s 1m-
age with wars and economic
mismanagement’

Kenyan Foreign- Mimister
Kalonzo Musyoka said 1n 1995
Africa did not need separate
peacekeeping structures from
what the UN had elsewhere
In the hight of the UN failures
to prevent kilhings 1n Rwanda,
Burundi, Somalia and Zare,
this has to be revised

The US backs what 1t calls
the African Crisis Response
Imtiative, a scheme to tramn
peacekeeping units It has yet
to be tried, but for 1t to sue-
ceed, 1t has 35 years of prej-
udice and dismal failure to
overcome before anybody sees
1t as more than another waste
olttme — Sapa-DPA
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REVIVED,  59/5)45

But it took three decades

ike an alcoholic who, after the years of

denzal, finally admts to having a prob-
lem, Africa appears to be realising that for
it to get out of its many cnses it has to
admit that there are problems

As the 53-member Organisation of
Afncan Unity (OAU) celebrated its 35th
anniwversary this week at the top of the
agenda were a set of new priorties, some
of them would have been unthinkable a
few years back

recall and seem to vindicate

the goals arhiculated — "%
ahead of therr ttme — by
Ghana's first president and $
one of the founders of the
OAU Kwame Nkrumah

The proposed twin strategy &%
1s spelled out in a report by 9§
Canadian consultants who %
were last year commussioned to

review the OAU secretarat
The report calls for

.,

The new priorthies comprise D) Qur political
a twin strategy conflict res- independence will pg ™ents n a flatter, five depart-
olution, democratisation and meaning I mental OAU structure The
human nghts, on the one ! g. BSSUN'ESS a0 15 for the present political
hand, and economic ntegra- We USe ittoobtain ;a0 department to contamn
tion and development on the economic and the Centre for Conflict Man-
other financial agement, plus two divisions —

Both arms of the strategy independence¢¢ one dealing with political co-

operation and democratisa-

oy’ meaningless unless we use 1t so as to
two functional depart- Wi obtain economic and financial inde-

tion, and one with refugees
A new Community Affairs
department will bring to-
gether all units

- dealing with so-

+ 7 clo-economic 1S
g sues addressed by

, the 1991 Abuja
:'.v’ Treaty on building the

by o Affican Economic
& 7 Community
B? The recommendations

s’g are expected to be adopted
5 at the OAU summit 1n
Ougadougou, Burkina
Faso, on June 8-10

it was Nkrumah who, a few
months after Ghana's indepen-
dgence in 1957, observed “Our
.y political independence will be

pendence ”

He called the All-Afncan Peoples Con-
ference, the precursor of the OAU, In
December 1958 to galvanmise support for
the hberation of parts of the continent
which were still under colomal rule
Affica’s liberation from colonialism prob-
ably ranks as one the OAU's few achieve-

ﬂ

ments

In 1959 Nkrumah helped establish the
Ghana-Guinea Union He later wrote “We
were determined to unte 1n order to form
a nucleus for a union of African states ”

Despite high economic growth by a
number of African states m recent years,
much of the contment still ianguishes
poverty, disease, civil stnfe and tyranny

The new look OAU emphasises the need
for countries to focus on forming and
consolidating regional economic commu-
nities, such as the Southern African
Development Community, as the basis of
forming an African Economic Community,
In terms of the Abuja Treaty, which SA
signed last year In terms of the treaty,
Africa should have established an eco-
nomic and political union by 2025

In 1960, during the Congo crisis,
Nkrumah — angered by the UN's inabilrty
to prevent the arrest and death of elected
Prime Mmister Patrice Lumumba — pro-
posed the establishment of an “Afncan
High Command” which could be called
upon to repulse any threat to the In-
dependence of an African state It 1 only
now that African leaders are supporting
the idea of intervening in each other's
crises through an effective Afncan peace-
keeping force, suggesting willingness to
shed sacrosanct notions of sovereignty
and nonintetference Amarnath Smg

_——m—

OPPOSITION PARTIES

SOUND BUT NO
SUBSTANCE

Boogieing before the party

arkinor's latest opinion poll figures
(se¢ table) have been used by the
opposition parties as a whip with which to
beat the ANC In one sense, this 1s what
Opposition parties are for But in gauging
the responses of the National Party (NP)
and Democratic Party (DP), In

At the same time, the most frequently
cited rationale for opposition coaltttons —
to avert the spectre of an ANC attaining a
two-thirds majority — must be questioned
First and foremost, the ANC helped ne-
gotiate the Constitution and the assump-
tion that 1t would willy-nilly rescript 1t 1s
odd President Nelson Mandela has never
Indicated that process as a means of de-
livering on the promises of 1994 — and
netther has the mainstream ANC

It seems to be an electoral bogey, par-
ticularly since 54% — and possibly falling
— 15 prohtbitively remote from a 66,6%
majority 1n 1999

What the NP's media director Daryl

"~ A DIFEERENT PICTURE |

particular, one s struck by a |

measure of self-delusion on
their part

Jﬂ-
Supgnrt_lp_ue!s of South Afniean pghilical parties m May 1998
(“ohave heentounded) ... Nov 97 | May. 98 }Position?

A

The NP 15 correct in citing the

ANC's tumble to 54% of the vote %f"“;ﬂﬁmﬁtﬂnﬂl Congress
National Party ]

as a signal for a “joint opposition
approach and a commitment to
coalition formation n the
Western Cape, Northern Cape,
KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng”
Since the Nats, at 10%, are the
next most powerful party, this
would seem to represent their
best strategy for survival They
are, after all, lagging 44% behind
the majority party

wi -

HInkatha Freedom Party

Dewmocratic Party ]
Pan Africanist Congress
Freedom Front
{Ennééfuat[ua Farly
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Mandela call
at OAU to

fight tyrang

g y RZDS\y
Ouagadougou - Presi

Mandela has taken his leave of
the Organisation of African
Unity, urging a younger
generation of leaders to root out
tyranny and put the continent on

the information superhighway.
Mr Mandela, who bade the three-

and was due to leave today, told

%dﬂg summit a pre-retirement farewell

A\

Africa’s new generation of leaders
they had to work together for the good
of the contment and 1ts people

“None of us 1s a superstar and

%nnne can succeed without the success

X
X

of the other,” he told the opening
session in Burkina Faso yesterday

He said Africa had arightand a
duty to intervene torootout ranny
1 spite of the OAU’s founding prin-
ciple of non-mtervention m the mter-
nal affairs of member staies

The 30 leaders at the annual sum-
mit were taken by surprise by the
death of Nigerian ruler San1 Abacha

The summait has also been over-
shadowed by Horn of Africa fighting
between Ethiopia and Eritrea

Mr Mandela said “I behieve that
we must all accept that we cannot
abuse the concept of national sover-
eignty to deny the rest of the cont1-
nent the right and duty to intervene
when behind those sovereign bound-
aries people are bemg slaughtered to
protect tyranny

He also urged the leaders to
embrace a programme to “move our
continent on to the information
superhighway” —Reuters

Ouagadougou — Organisation of
African Unity heads of state
reached agreement here on the
“principle of a mediation”
sponsored by African countries 1n
the dispute between Ethnopa and
Eritrea.

After discussing the advisability
of multiplymg mediation mitiatives
1 the conflict between the two Horn
of A: 1ca nations, the heads of state
yesterday decided to setup a media-
t1on committee, sources close to the
summnt said

Up to now, only the United States
and Rwanda have offered their ser-
vices as “facilitators” between the

9,1998

Sharp shooters: soldiers from Burkina Faso stand guard at Qugadougou airport as

heads of state amve for the OAU meeting
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Presirents united: Nelson Mandela is assisted from a pia

OAU tackles Eritrea border war

two belligerents They have come up
with a peace plan which so far has
remained a dead letter

The modalities of an OAU inter-
vention — as well as the personalities
who would handle the mediation -
remain to be decided, the sources
said

W Eithiopia delivered on 1ts threat
to attack Eritrea again unless 1t with-
drew from disputed territory, launch-
ing a ground strike today against a
border 1own

With hostilities between the two
Horn of Africa neighbours escalating,
the US government prepared to evac-
uate at least another 120 of its cit1zens

el

-
2
L
L
e

arm by fellow OAU heads of state

~along with Germans, Egyptians and
some Ethiopians

At dawn today, the Ethiopian
army launched a fresh attack with
tanks and artillery on Eritrean posi-
tions 1 a bid to recapture the town of
7ala Ambessa, 105km southeast of
Asmara, the Eritrean government
said

Eritrea has called for talks with
Ethiopia m the presence of high-level
mediators It said Ethiopia had effec-
tively declared war and was Usmg the
threat of air strikes to blockade air

and seaports - Reuters, Sapa-AFP

The day fire rained from the sky, page 8

e
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OAU summit faces

test of com

M)

OUAGADQUGOU — can leaders
arrived m Burkina Faso on Sunday for
their annual summit, with highting be-
tween Ethiopia and Entrea offermg a
fresh test of their commtment to con-
flict prevention on the continent

Orgamisation of African Unaty
(OAU) foreign mimisters, who spent
three days drafting the agenda for yes-
terday’s summit, have sketched out
recommendations to defuse crises
ranging from Angola to Sierra Leone

But their response to the border
conflict between Ethiopia and Erttrea
has been limited to a call for a cessation
of hostilities and backing for a meds-
abionmmitiative ‘

“If the situation (between Ethiopa
and Eritrea) keeps on deteriorating we
will see perhaps, 1 co-operation with
the (US and Rwandan) facilitators,
what we can do,” OAU Assistant Sec-
retary-General Pascal Gayama told a
pre-summit news conference

The presidents of Algena,
Botswana, Chad, Congo Republic, Cen-
tral African Republic, Gabon, Gamba,
Niger, Sierra Leone, San Tome, Tan-
zania and Zambia arrived for the sum-
mit; whichrunsuntibtomorrow

Outgoing OAU chairman, Zimbab-
we’s Robert Mugabe, and the pres:-
dents of Cape Verde and the Comores
were also m town, as was President
Nelson Mandela

Diplomats predicted a shift 1n the
focus of the peace efforts in the Horn of
Africa to the Umted Nations (UN)

OAU sources say the task of the
body, which has made conflict preven-
tion 1ts top policy priority with econom-
1Ic 1Integration, was made more difficult
'by the fact that Ethiopia preferred to
deal directly with the facilitators

The 54-member OAU, which cele-
brated 1ts 35th hirthday ths year, 158

Tl el

I qlpent

the cherished symbol of a generation of
African independence leaders _.,

Keen to affirm their sovereignty,
they made nonintervention 1n the af
fairs of member states the guwding
principle of their club

The OAU set out 1 1992 to change
the 1mage of the contment from that of
war and disaster to one of business op-
portunity with a manageable nisk It
set up a mechamsm for conflict preven-
tion, management and resolution 1n
1994 to help promote stability, but
thus far 1t has attracted only hmated
support from member states

Burkina Faso has dubbed this
year’s gathering “a summat for change”
but, as always, that will depend on the
leaders themselves

On Sierra Leone, the mimisters ex-
pressed full support for the Nigerian-
led West African force that restored
President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah to
power and called for imnternational help
in transporting troops te mop up rebel
resistance in remote areas

On Angola, they want the UN Se-
curity Council to do whatever 1s nee-
essary to force the former rebel move-
ment -Unita to demobihse 1ts forces
unconditionaily On the Comores and
separatist Anjouan, the minmsters
preached attachment to the unity and
the territorial integnty of the 1slands .

The mimsters expressed concern
about a lack of progress in Somaha, an
enduring hot spot riven by clan rivalry
and whose summit seat will remain
empty again because of lack of any cen-
tral authonty

Libya has widespread OAU support
for 1ts campaign to end sanctions, 1m-
posed to force 1t to hand over two sus-
pects for trial for the 1988 Lockerbie
airhiner bombing that killed 270 people
over Scotland — Reuter

—_—



OAU funding crisis
‘couldbea bless&'n ’
Pule Molebeledi . /

2

?D 20 |7 [FE
THE serious financial problems hﬁ1 are being ex-
perienced by the Orgamsation of African Unity
(OAU) could be a blessing in disguise for peace on the
continent, a former SA military adviser to Umta
leader Jonas Savimbi told the African Defence sum-
mit meeting m Midrand yesterday

Maj-Gen Daan Hamman sand the QAU was faced
with the daunting task of raising finances for 1ts
peace operations This meant the orgamsation would
focus on diplomatic 1mtiatives intended to prevent
conflict While the orgamsation had achieved a de-
gree of success with regard to its willingness to as-
sume responsibility for conflict management, 1t was
clear that indivnidual countries were extremely cau-
tious when 1t came to funding peace operations

Peace missions, especially when extended to mn-
clude preventative diplomacy, peace operations or
peacemaking, could become extremely expensive,
even when they were relatively small and not logis-
tically intensive.

He ated as an example the 1994-1996 mabtary
observer mission to Burundi which cost the OAU
about $7,2m

“The underlymg reality 1s that Africa’s lack of fi-
nancial resources will confinue to force the QAU to
concentrate on preventrve diplomacy and conflict
prevention rather than on the more ambitious peace
operation aspect of conflict management ”

Hamman, who 1s based at the SA defence min-
1stry’s foreign relations directorate, said this situa-
tion demed the orgamsation the freedom to umilat-
erally decide on the strategic, tactical and opera-
tional aspects of the peace operations that 1t wished
tomtiate.

“If 1t 15 unable to fund such an operation itself,
then 1t follows that whoever does funds the organ-
1sation will have a large influence on the objectives of
the missron ”
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" OAU leader to iaunch renaissance - B\D

ORGANISATION of Afncan Unity (OAU) secretary-
general Sahm Ahmed Salim s expected to officially
launc¢h thé SA chapter of the Afncan Renaissance at
a three-day conference in Johannesburg in October
Conference convenor Wally Serote said in
Johannesburg yesterday that President Thabo Mbeki
would deliver a keynote address at the gathering
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
former Tanzanian president Julius Nyerere and
former SA president Nelson Mandela are also
expected to speak at the conference, to be attended
by more than 1 000 delegates from all over Africa
The Afncan Renaissance urges Africato forge its
own destiny and to recover Africanpride —Sapa |
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PETER FABRICIUS , Py
FOREIGN EDTOR - A
Algiers — The 35th annual b
conference of the Organisation of .,
African Unity began with a boost .
from peace developments in the
host country Algeria iiself, in the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
alld ill Si’éITﬂ IleﬂIIE- ¢ {r:
The only early setback to the conz’
ference came with the boycott by
Morocco, which froze 1ts member-.
ship m 1983 after the OAU admatted-
the self-styled Democratic Arab,
Sahraoui Republie, headed byaﬁ )
Algerian-backed Polisario Frox

"

{ oy {#:p‘iﬁ;i
' o l 3t
\ ' :F‘ g p r::
220 ) . ARG = 79
"o peace’agreement i Lusaka

T
r
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OAU secretary-general Salim
Ahnged Salim paid tribute to the
African leaders co-ordinated by
Zambian President Frederick Chilu-
ba 1 the Congo talks, fo Algeria’s

_ peace efforts and to those who had

contributed to Wednesday’s s1gning
of a peace agreement between the
Sierra Leone government and the
rebels fighting 1t

" South'Africa’s deputy director-
general of foreign affairs for Africa,
Welile- Nhlapo, said peace progress
1n Algeria, the DRC and 1n Sierra
Leonewould be “an inspiration to
thé sumit. The fact that these

which seeks independence fg‘gmfgf Agreements have been “reached by

Morocco g
Algeria returned to the fold of |
OAU leadership recently atter open-
ing dialogue with Islamic militants
and this week released several of
them from prison to mark its host-
ing of the QAU summit. .
As OAU foreign ministers kicked
off the conference yesterday to pre-
pare for the heads of government
summit on Monday, the South
. Africad Government ironically
" whderséored the importance’of
peace to the continent, by withhold-
mg new Forelgn Minister
Nkosazana 7uma from the meeting
" to try to help complete the Congo

Y, 1y
Wit Nfrmcaris themselves, with very hittle

help fromioutsiders, will also be
mspirmg”

Other 1ssues which the confer-
ence will address

B Creating a way to enforce a con-
vention combating proliferation of
small arms 1 Africa

B The signing of a convention
against terrorism, sponsored by
Algeria which had experienced an
epidemic of terrorisim.

| A decision whether or not to
adopt the recommendations of a con-
sultant’s recommendations that the
bloated OAU democracy of 900 staft
be reduced by 250
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| PUSHING AFRICAN RENAISSANCE

Mbeki to urge OAU

"‘T "‘ﬂ,l

tob eCome effective

crq|3(99

JOHANNESBURG: President Thabo Mbeki 1s expected to urge
structural reform of the OAU to make it a more effective
organisation at its annual meeting next week.

major step on to the interna-

tional stage at next week’s
Organisation of African Uity sum-
mit, emerging from the towering
shadow of Nelson Mandela,

The summit 1n Algiers 1s Mbeka's
first foray into pan-African diploma-
Cy since his inauguration last month

Mandela, who was invited as a
guest of honour, will stay away from
the three-day summuit starting on
Monday to allow the 57-year-old,
London-tramed economust his due.

Mbeki 15 expected to carry on his
predecessor’s call for a revamped
OAU prepared to intervene directly
to stem the continent’s wars and lead
the way for economic integration in
the next millennium

Mandela, never the OAU’s most
vocal supporter, pressed the organisa-
tion to stop being a talking shop and
boldly root out tyranny on the conti-
nent, ditching ts traditional refuc-
tance to interfere 1n the affairs of
member states

Democracy and economic
improvement are central to Mbeki’s
self-styled “African Renaissance”,
aimed at paving the way for the con-

PRESIDENT Thabo Mbeki takes a

NEW STAGE: Thabo Mbek

tinent to shed 1ts image as the global
poor house — margimalised, racked
by poverty, war and corruption.

In his first weeks of power, Mbek
has shown signs that his phalosophy
of regional renewal 15 not merely a
political slogan,

South African troops have been
commutted to an OAU and UN-led
peace monitoring force to oversee a
ceasefire ending the bloody 11-
month war m the Democratic Repub-
Iic of the Congo

%0 )

e expected deployment of
around 2 000 South African peace-
keepers to the DRC would be the
biggest long-term mihitary commat-
ment made by the new government,
Implementatton of the Congo cease-
fire will be critical to Mbeki1's future
positton with the QAU, analysts say

"His African Renaissance policy
means nothing if there 15 no conflhict
resolution,” Sagaren Naidoo,
researcher at South Africa’s Institute
of International Affairs, said.

Mbeki has spoken of a moral duty
for African states to act i the face of
repression and o work together to
improve the lives of their people

His speech to the OAU heads of
state will centre on globalisation and
economic mntegration, a spokespet-
son for the South African foreign
affairs department said.

Mbeki will bring 2 more busi-
nesslike approach to the OAU,
observers beheve “Mbeki will want
the organisation to become more
effective Expect hum to be direct
without necessarily projecting South
Africa as the policeman of the
region,” Naidoo said.,

The South African delegation will
urge structural reform of the QAU
and a possible review of its chatrter,
which espouses non-intervention,
the foreign affairs spokesperson said
— Reuter

—_—
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Perils

T 12]3[99
ALGIERS: Africah leaders gathered 1n
Algena yesterday for the last Organisation
of African Umty(OAU) summizt of the cen-
tury, amd a flurry of peace-making
attempts on the war-torn continent

Algenan President Abdelaziz Bouteflika
played host to heads of state, including
outgoing OAU chairman Blaise Compaore
of Burkma Faso and Sudan’s Omar Hassan
al-Bashur.

“T'am optimistic for the year ahead,”
Compaore told Algerian state television,
praising Bouteflika's commitment to the
continent

Here are some of the 1ssues facing the
summit apd the OAU as the world's poor-
est contirient prepares to enter the 21st
Century,,. ., ¢+ . -
® The Democratic Republic of the Congo:
Africa’s third largest nation has been at
war since August 2 1998 when Rwandan
and Uganda-backed rebels took up arms
against President Laurent Kabila Kabila
accuses Rwanda and Uganda, who pro-
pelied him to power n*1997, of invading.
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Angola and Chad
sent troops to fight for Kabila, Chad has
since withdrawn, Kabila and feflow presi-
dents signed a ceasefire deal 1n Zambia
yesterday The rebels did not, as rival fac-
tions squabbled over who should sign
® Ethiopla and Eritrea: The “Horn of
Africa” neighbours went to war on May 6
1998, each accusing the other of mvading
The OAU has tried repeatedly to rally the
two sides around a framework agreement
calling for a truce and an Eritrean with-
drawal from land occupied since the start
of the conflict Differences over the mnter-
pretation of the deal have blocked
progress.

@ Slerra Leone: The country’s presi-
dent, Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, and rebel
leader Foday Sankoh signed a peace deal
i Togo on July 7, giving the rebels a role
1n government and an amnesty to Sankoh
who faced a death sentence for treason.
OAU foreign mimisters welcomed the deal
and urged all parties to.make 1t work

@ Angola: The country’s crvil war has
dragged on for more than two decades
President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos and
Unita rebel leader Jonas Savimb: signed a
peace deal in Zambia m 1994. The QAU
accuses Savimbi of dragging hus feet, QAU
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foreign ministers called for strict 1mple-
mentation of sanctions agarnst Unita,
which funds 1ts war effort with diamond
sales

® Somalia: Divided up among nival
clans, Somalia has no central government
and has not been represented at an QAU
summut smce 1991 An upsusge in fighting
prevented the OAU sending a fact-finding
MISS1011 as agreed at the 1998 summat
African foreign mumsters urged peace

® Sudan: As many as 1,5 mllion peo-
ple have died m Sudan m 16 years of fight-
mg or war-aggravated famine and disease
in the mainly Christian south The gov-
ernment and the Sudan People’s Libera-
tion Army (SPLA) resume peace talks later
In July n Kenya, A regional grouping bro-
kered the talks,

® Libya: Libya's leader Muammar
(raddafi, wants African leaders to back his
campaign for a full Iifting of sanctions
1mposed after the 1988 Lockerbie airliner
bembing over Scotland The Security
Council suspended the sanctions m Apnl
after Libya handed over two suspects for
trial for the bombing,

@ Economiec integration: The OAU
agreed 1n 1991 to set up an African Eco-
nomic Community by 2025 The heads of
state and government, who later agreed to
focus on strengthening existing regional
groupings across the continent, will assess
progress towards this goal

® Terrorism: Host Algeria, which has
been racked by a seven-year Islamist
revolt, and Egypt are among countries
sponsornng a draft QAU Convention on
the Prevention and Combating of Terror-
1sm Egypt's president, Hosm Mubarak,
wil attend his first OAU summit since
1995, when Islamust gunmen tried to kill
him at a summut m Addis Ababa

® Human rights and refugees: Sierra
Leone’s ctvil war has put the spothght
back on human nghts abuses across Africa
That and other conflicts have spawned the
world’s biggest refugee problem — with
seven mullion people seeking refuge 1n
neighbourmg countries and up to 13 mul-
lion driven from their homes. The UN
High Commussioners for Human Rights
and for Refugees, Mary Robinson and
Sadako Ogata, will both be i Algiers for
the summit — Reuter
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OAU“urgeé‘
‘one vmc
for Africa® . N

Sirte, Libya — Over 40 heads {}f
states attending the

Orgamsatmn of African Unity Ers
summif in Libya have dratted 36
declaration emphasmmg unity
and revitalisation in order to

meet the needs of the continent %
i the next century.

The 12-page declaration 1s to be |
adopted at today’s closing session m
Sirte, about 450km southeast of the
capltal Tripoh |

Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi °
addressed 43 African heads of state.
who arrived for the summat to dis-
cuss ways of restructuring the char-’
ter of the QAU to strengthen unity
among 53 member states.

“When we speak with one voice
we are able to defend and safeguard
our collective mnterests,” reads the |
draft declaration.

Colonel Gaddaf: demanded yes-'
terday that Africa have veto rights:
in the United Nations Security i
Council and that Western countries
return to the continent all the trea- |
sures that they “had stolen”.

“Tourists, scientists and
researchers look at these African
treasures at musenums and pay to see
them This money belongs to
Africa,” hesaid —Sapa-AP
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