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SINCE; Prime Minister P W Botha
amazed South Africa three
by saying the Immorality Act could
not be regarded as a holy cow and he
would not tolerate Iaws that insulted
people, prosecutions against lovers
the colour line

ACross
dramatically.

But indications are that prosecutions

are increasmg

From the beginmng of 1981 until the
April General Election only nine cases

years ago

SUNDAY EXPRESS January 3, 1982

MORALITY ACT NETS 222 IN 1979 AND 55 IN FIRST HALF OF 1981

Mixed sex convictions| -

dropped

under the Immorality Act came before

By CHARLENE BELTRAMO

Johannesburg courts

The total convictions un-
der the act for the first six
months of 1981 was 55 In
1980 98 people were convict-
ed and 222 people were con-
victed in 1979,

In keeping with 2 trend
that emerged m the second
half of 1981 two Immorality
Act cases were heard 1n Jo-
hannesburg 1n the week be-
fore courts went into recess
for Christmas

“Inthe first a young Soweto
musician and s White fe-
male manager were charged
after a neighbour com-
plained she had seen the two
embracing at the managei’s
home 11 Crown Mines

_When pohce rarded her
home late that might the
woman was fully clothed
and the musician was ding
— clothed — in a cupboard,
apparently because he

feared bemng arrested for
sleeping at the home of a
friend 1n a Whte area

In the second case a Brit-
1sh imnrugrant hving in Roo-
depoort and a young Indian
woman were charged

During October, when
churches led by the Presby-
terians, meurred Govern-
ment wrath by pledgmg to
marty mixed couples, these
were some of the cases
heard in Johannesburg
®A 19-year-old domestic
servant and her 58-year-old
White employer were con-
victed by a Johannesburg
magistrate of coniravening
the Imrnorality Act

She recewved a six-month
sentence and he 3 year’s sen-
tence Both were suspended
for five years

—

T -

\

® A White Johanneshurg
businessman and a Black
woman were convicted un-
der the Immoralty Act of
performng an indecent act
in g parked car 1n Birdhaven

They were sentenced to
three months, conditionally
suspended for three years
® A 48-year-old Greek wom-
an and a 29-vear-old Black
man 1n Pretoria were sen-
tenced to six months jail
without the option of a fine
or suspended sentence

At 12 30am two policemen
banged on the door of the flat
the woman shared with her
23-year-old son

The police methodically
searched the flat and found
the Black man wearing
nightclothes hiding in the
son’s cupbhoard

—y

™

They felt the woman’s bed,
which was apparently warm
on both sides, and then took
hair samples from the
sheets Experts identifted
the hair samples as being
from a Black person

The woman’s evidence
that the man, who had
worked for her for some
years, was sleeping in the
passage because he had
problems with his pass, was
rejected

Three years ago the

Prime Mmster referred to
the Immorality Act as “an
sulting law”

Some legal academics are
scathing mn their mterpreta-
tion of Government contrar-
Iness with this law — and
whether or notit will be fol-
lowed by a vicious clamp-
down similar to the Group
Areas Act

creeping up again

“Paralysed, the National-
18t Government cannot
move forward,” said Profes-
sor Willem Kleynhans, head
of the department of politi-
cal science at the Umiversity
of South Africa

“In an attempt to fulfil
election promises by moving
back to identify with tradi-
tional policy, P W Botha 18
ensuring that neither the

®In 1979 the ?
Prime §
Minister 3
promised to g
look into §
‘msulting’ £
laws 3

brow by tightening the
Group Areas Act,”

Prof Kleynhans said 1t ap-
peared the Government had

verligtes nor verkramptes in the past decided to focus

trust lus promises
“Mr Botba created un-
founded expectations which

less on the Immorality Act
by cutting back on prosecu-
tions and warming individ-

can never be realised by the uals m many cases that ther
creation of the President’s activities had been noted

Council

“On one hand the Govern-
ment drastically cut down
on prosecutions for sex
across the colour line under
the Immorality Act then on

and they would be prosecut-
ed if they did not desist
“Only m extreme cases
were there prosecutions The
aimm was two-fold — to pre-
vent the South African Gov-

and other threaten to evict ernment from being embar-

8 000 to 10000 Coloured and rassed by negative world

Indian people Living m Hill-

opinion and to create the 1mn-

~ pression that these activities

did not take place as often as
in the past”

Certainly prosecutions for
sex across the colour lhne
dropped during the past
three vears

From 1950 to 1978 10 000

people were convicted for
sex across the colour bar

w rulls asnssiies v

. R S T, S, Y -

I;

In 1979, at the Cape
National Party congress, Mr
Botha became the first Na-
ionalist Prime Muuster to |
question the validity of the
two acts — the Mixed Mar-
riages Act and the Immoral-
ity Act — that make love
across the colour lime a _

crime

At the time Mr Botha told
delegates to the congress
that no act could be regard- |
ed as a “sacred cow” and he
would not tolerate laws on
the statute beoks that insult-
ed people

He gave Biblital exam-
ples of mixed marriages

Although he said rmixed
marriages were, for practi-
cal reasons, undesrable, he
said the Government would
welcome suggestions about |
improving the Act$

The Press and an as-|
tonished Opposition hailed

l'll‘g

Mr Botha’s speech
- L
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Immorality p
appear to be on increase

Post Correspondent
JOHANNESBURG — Since
Prime Minister P W Botha
amazed South Africa three
years ago by saying the I~
morality Act could not be
regarded as a “holy cow”
and he would not folerate
laws that insuited people,
prosecufions aganst lovers
across the colour line
dropped dramatically

But mndications are that
prosecutions are increas-
ing

From the beginning of
1981 until the April general
election only nine cases un-
der the Immorahty Act
came before Johannesbhurg
courts

The total convictions un-
der the Act for the first si1x
months of 1981 was 55 In
1980, 98 people were con-
victed and 222 people were
convicted 1n 1979

In keeping with a trend
that merged 1n the second
half of 1981, two Irmnmoral-
1ty Act cases were heard 1n
Johannesburg in the week
before courts went 1nto re-
cess for Christmas

In the first a young

Soweto musician and his
white female manager
were charged after a neigh-
bour complaimned she had
seen the two embracing at
the manager’s home 1n
Crown Mnes

When police raided her
home late that night the
woman was fully clothed

and the musician was hid-
mg — clothed — 1n a cup-
board, apparently because
he feared being arrested
for sleeping at the home of
a friend 1n a white area

In the second case, a
Britishr immigrant living 1
Roodepoort and a young In-
dian woman were charged

During October, when
churches led by the Pres-
byterians, ncurred Gov-
ernment wrath by pledging
to marry mxed couples,
these were some of the
cases heard i Johannes-
burg

@® A 19-year-old domestic
servant and her 58-ymar-old
white employer were con-
victed by a Johannesburg
magistrate of contravening
the Immeorality Act

. She received a six-month
-

N ww EVENING POST, MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 1932

sentence and he a year’s
sentence Both were sus-
pended for five years

®A white Johannesburg
businessman and a black
woman were convicted un-
der the Immoralhity Act of
performing an indecent act
in a parked car 1n
Birdhaven

They were sentenced to
three months, conditionally
suspended for three years

® A 48-year-old Greek
woman and a 29-year-old
black man 1n Pretoria were
sentenced to six months’
1ai1l without the option of a
fine or suspended sentence

At 1230am two police-

men banged on the door of
the flat the woman shared
with her 23-year-old son

The police methodically
searched the flat and found
the black man wearing
nightclothes hiding 1n the
son's cupboard

They felt the woman’s
bed, which was apparently
warm on both sides, and
then 'took hair samples
from the sheets Experts
1dentified the hair samples
as being from a black per-

1
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Three years ago the
Prime Mimster referred to
the Immorality Act as “an
msuliing law”

Some legal academics
are scathing 1n their mter-
pretation of Government
conirariness with this law
— and whether or not 1t will
be followed by a vicious
clampdown similar to the
Group Areas Act

“Paralysed, the Na-
tionalist Government can-
not move forward,” said
Professor Willem
Kleynhans, head of the
department of political sci-
ence at the Umversity of
South Africa

“On one hand the Gov-
ernment drastically cut
down on prosecufions for
sex across the colour hne
under the Immorauiity Act
‘then, and on the other,
threaten to evict 8 000 to
10 000 coloured and Indian
people iving in Hillbrow by

tightening the Group Areas
Act”

Prof Kleynhans said 1t
appeared the Government

4

tions

r

focus less on the Immoral-
ity Act by cutting back on
prosecutions and warning
individuals 11 many cases
that their activities had
been noted and they would
be prosecuted 1f they did
not desist

“Only 1n extreme cases
were there prosecuiions
The aim was two-fold — to
prevent the Scuth African
Government from being
embarrassed by negative
world opinion and to create
the 1mpression that these
activities did not take place
as often as 1n the past”™

Certainly prosecutions
for sex across the colour
line dropped during the
past three years

From 1950 to 1978, 10 000
people were convicted for
sex across the colour bar

Although Mr Botha said
in 1979 mixed marriages
were, for practical reasons,
undesirable, he said. the
Government would wel-
come suggestions about
improving the Acts

The Press and an aston-

ished Oppos:ition hailed Mr
Botha’s speech
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pollce couple
‘weren't in bed

Argus Correspondent They have pleaded not

JOHANNESBURG, — gulity to two counts of
| Police were surprised not COnNspiring to contravene
to find a couple in bed the Immorality Act,’

| when they raided. a house MANAGER

i Crown Mines where " ; ~
they expected to find 1m-  Miss Epstem was des.
morality taking place, a cribed as the"madnager of
police constable told a the Malopoets.

J uhanneshurg maglstrate ,Constable , Venter was
today - -« " being’ cross-examined -’ by
4 Cunstable Mark-Venter Mr D, Kuny, for: the de-
was giving ev1dence&.atr the fence, ‘and said the police
trial of Miss Vivian Silvia ,had recewed a JYeport
Epstem, - 23, of Crown from a’ neighbour of Miss
Mines, and a Malnpuets Epstein, Miss Sarah: van
music group guitarist, Mr Vuuren, and’ went to the
Abraham ‘Lluze Mahlnbu ‘house on: September 17
27, of Soweto. . +,'looking for two people of

_*__'I.L_l_r-

[

- - lnve .
H addaﬂ ‘Welwere sur

prised ftnﬂfmd them' tnut 11:1
hed tugethen : *w

T 1‘IN1UN1)ERPANTS’ |

Earher evldence - by
Constable Peter Juhn-
stone,' was-that: he found
Miss Epstemn dressed ‘but
barefoot and' Mr Mahlobo
hiding' in g wardrobe
wearlng only underpants

‘We ,wnuld nr< have
| arrested Mr Mahlobo had
| it not,: Jbeen that he was
dressed only 1n his under-
pantsjan/the room' ‘with
Miss- ‘*Epstem s:;ud"r Cnn-
stable Venter 1
“He™¥would not ' “have
regarded“ 1t»as unlawful of
the 'police had found Mr

¥

| the - rnum SN
’ ‘BED UNMADE’

When he' entereq the*
| room he saw,Miss Epstein
| sitting_,on’ ‘a* bed “fully
clothed" and Mr Mahlobo
standmg n the ruum'frm
onlv ‘his underpants it

—_—

and the bedclothes untidy
There were twp, dentsﬁ“m
the two . pllluwsu;whmh
showed two peuple had
slept 1n the bed. !

(Prnceedmg) I
o

L4 + t ]1.

different {r aces making

Mahluhu full:F,r dressed® in |-

The bed was "unmade |.

1
L
. £

-
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By BRIAN POTTINGER
Political Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — The Government 1s considering introdue-
ing legislation during the coming parliamentary session
that will theoretically extend the same form of influx
contiol to all South Africang ~ irrespective of race

The Bill — a resulf of recommendations by the Riekert
Comumussion — will be handled by Mr Chris Heunss, the
Minister of Internal Affairs, because of 1ts relevance to all
race groups

It 1s understood the proposed legislation will be drafted
n the same “colour-blind” fashion as the recent and gen-
erally welcomed labour legislation

The move to extend, in principle, the same form of influx
control te all race groups — nunt|] now the hitterly-hated
“pass” system has been applicable to blacks only — ;s
likely to come under fire from both Left and Right

The mtention of the Bill is apparently to give effect to
BUMeErous recent promises by Government spokesmen
that influx control wil] be modifted and dizscrimination
elimmated where possible

The Government hopes that by making influx contro]
applicable to all irrespective of race 1t will defuge the
accusations of racial diserrmination that have always heen
levelled at the Government for ILts pass laws

It 18 being pointed ont that many Third World countries
€iperiencing urbamsation, many of them at a slower rate
than South Africa, have instituted some form of inflyx
control

It 1s not clear whether the legislation will contain the

same elements as existing mnflux control, mcluding the

requirement to preduce documents on demand, but it will
be strustared around the principles of inking influx with
the availability of accommodation and jobs

The Riekert Report recommended 1n 1979 that control
was socially necessary but should in principle apply to all
population groups

It proposed a distinetion between established workers of
all 1ace groups within an area and contract workers

The former 8roup, said the report, should be free to
change jobs within ¢hat area — in effect all urban areas

Critics of the 1dea from the Left will argue that such a
scheme will simply ncrease an already ballooning
bureaucracy and will in 3ts implementation stij} welgh the
heaviest and almost exclusively on black South Africans

There 15 also the factor that many South Afffcan blacks
are considered “foreigners” from the wmdependent home-
lands and will 1n any case still be subject to existing
immigration legislation

From the Right the 1dea of whites subjeet to a contro)
system 1n the same way as blacks s likely to spark fierce
controversy

The proposed legisiation 1 likely to be only part of a
number of other pieces of legislation — nicknamed the
“Koornhof Bills” — aimed at adjusting the web of laws
govermng the hves of blacks

It 1s understood one of the laws will seek to remove the
function of influx control from the admmstration boards
where 1t presently resides to make 1t a Central Govern-
ment responsibility

.
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By MIKE

VUGLES of4f black music grou
acquitted by a Johanneshurg ma

p and the group’s woman
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van Vuuren, to be unsafisfac- .
tory and contradietory A ),

The State alleged the cou- w o als
ple committed tha offences st
at Miss Epstemn's home on
September 17 and 18 last
year

Neither gave evidence

Mr D Kuny, for the defence, apphed for
therr dischai ge, saying there was no need for
them to testify because the State's witnessey
had turned the trial into “3 mess”

He said the State had failed fo establish its
case L

Granting the application for acquittal, the
magtstrate said the neighbour, Mrs Van
Vuuren, had telephoned the police about what
wasg allegedly happentng at Miss Fpstein’s
home in Crovn Mines, but later gave contra-
dictory evidence which wag not corroborated
by other State witnesses

Mrs Van Vuuren had told the conrt she saw
Miss Epstemn and Mr Mahlobo and another
mixed couple embracing m the backyard

glstrate?j;gmemay of charges of conspiring
0 coniravene the Immorality Act JL 8. 4 . g, PN
Miss Vivian Silvia Kpstemn, mmsndnseemmsormmmn . ,1 AP RS
23, of Grown Mmes, and Mr | e Y
Abbey Abraham Duze Mah- e 5
lobo, 27, a suitarist of Zone 1, w ’ . y. B
Diepkloof, near SO0Wet0, vy v wwwe A S ~ i
Bleaded not guilty before Mr e Y e ;
J van der Walt to two o T I ) ,
fhﬂfgﬂﬂ };F {h} ; _?.El&'_';h . '.‘:"f 4--" ﬁ; q jf W R*}ri“ ﬁfﬁi& m‘h‘h f
N 1 1 | . % h y {.{k . ‘:1 'l
Contradictory 4 Lol N
Acquitting them, the mag- o s TRk | A R
istrate found prosecution evi- § ' AU ARG IR ‘3 ke L o
dence given by two pohee- § ¢ -HM§*‘_E S DN L e N
men and by Mis Fpsters & e FIRNCINE G TN Gy | NG
i b 'i 3 % 3 ‘i B ¢ ,,:&‘..f‘t; b .
neighbour, Mrs Sarah Susang LI .
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TNSS VIVIENNE EPSTEIN
Mialopoats Mmanager

HLOBO

They said the door was later unlocked and
they found Miss Epsten siting on a bed fully
éressed, althowgh she was not wearimg shoes

They saxd Mr Mahlobo was wearing only
hig underpants

However, cross-exa
the constables said
housge on the mght
following morning

Arrested

They admitted
the datesg the inc
happoned

Const Venter said Mr Mahloho was

mined by the defence,
they in fact went to the
of September 17 and the

they were mixed up about
dents were alleged to have

arrest-

She said she was shocked . _edhrcause he was found with a white woman
She had told the court she Iater saw My~ whio wearimg only his underpants
7 . Mahlobo and Migs Fpstein throngh the win. Mr Iuny had earlier told the court that Mr

dow of a room m Migs Epstem’s home She
said Mr Mahlobo was naked to the waist and
Miss Eipstein was wearing a bra

She said the couple then ducked out of sight

Constable Peter Johnston and Constablpe
Mark Venter told the court they went to Misq
Epstein’s home on the night of September 12
and the next morning after reports from Mrs
Van Vuaren )

They said they found no-gne there the first
time that mght They returned about 1 30am
the next morning when they found a bachyard
room locked |

o

Mahlobo and g rroup, the Malopoets, fre-
quently vistted (hepr manager at home
Riss Fipstein had offered to put Mr Mah-
lebo up for the mght when he was unable tg
et a lFl)f t back to Soweto after performing in
ohannesburg
It was arranged that Mr Mahlcho would
sleep in an onts'de raom, normally occupred
by Miss Epstetn and ghe would sfie
main house
Mr Kuny sard police arrived after MMiss
Enstemn had taken a cup of coffee to Ay
Mahlobo

Chilld ‘ﬂ:hgeﬁ CASE
woman in court

MISS Sussana van Wyngaardt, 27, who is alleg

have abducted a child to Vereeniging on

appeared briefly m the Hillbrow Regr

ﬂ Mait Reporter |

she spent several days with
some people she met at a
Vereeniging hotel

During her time in Vereen-
1gmg she stayed up three !
nights and three days m the
Vanderbijlpark

yesterday

She has pleaded not guilty
to a charge of child theft

At a previoud hearing Miss
Van Wyngaardt itold the
court she thought she had
been given the month-old girl
by the ehld's mother, Mrs T
Swart

She said she {ook the hittle
girl, Colleen, and caught a

Aram to Vereeniging ‘where

looking after
had taken 1]

Miss Van Wyngaardt was
arrested in Vereenging

She was warned to appear
agam on March 5

w
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Bat man
bites
the dust

CHICAGO. — British rock
singer Ozzy Osbouvrne,
wndergoing rabies treat-
Inens after he bit off the
bead of a bat, collapsed
during & gsubsequent
performance '

It was apparently a reac-
tion to the rabies serum, a
i deetor said

Osbourne wag taken to a
clinic 1 Chaspagn, M-
noiy, where he was treated
and digcharged

Oshovrne bit the head off
8 bat during his act last

ed fo
January 5,
onal Court

h

Hospital
Colleen who
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Police:
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Suspect |

led us

By JOMN N LER

i

to loot

|
|

o
g

THE Randburg Magis- & . |

trate’s Court heard ves-
terday how police were
escorted to a nideaway
ilat where jewellery
and Persian carpets,
part of a R3-millian
theft, were stashed

A police officer was glving
evidence at the trial of Mp
Reginald de 13 ITnt, 32, of
Croshy

Mr D~ I a Hunt pleaded not
Foity before My T Kieyn-
hans to 10 charges of
housebreaking, allegedly
committed last year

Cupboard

Lieatenant J Pretoriug from
the Brixton murder and
robbery squad sard Mr Da
La Hunt was taken into
custody on October 7 and
after bemg questinned by
the police he took them to
his mother-in-law's flat at
Alexander Court ip
Brixton

In the bedroom cupboard of
the flat they found stolen
Persian .carpets worth
90 600

Thy also found a black Ieath-
er bag which Mr Do La
Hunt said contamed his
persanal belongings

Influence

Opening the bag, the police
found jewellery, Wwatches,
two passports —- Mr Do [La
Hunts and hig wife's -
and R12 270

In a statament read to the
court, Mr De La lunt «ad
he had been under the 1n-
fluence of a man named
Aubrey van der Wadt, 514,
who was convicted on Jan-
ary 21 on four houce-
brealting charges relating
to the same case

{ “He was like a father to me,

and put me through
» 8¢hoo)

“He left the goods 1n my pos-
5ession and because he
was 50 good to me I did not
want to disclose this te
anyone I kent them for
bin T did not sell any of
the poods”

| The case continyes today

Clayton file

}{ not closed

Crime Reporter

POLICE; mmvestigations into
the murder of Johanneshurg
priest, Father Clayton Jack.
son, will continue untii an 1n-
quest on his death 1s held

Wl" T::'l nlroenm

h—tq..n. — -

|

P m—

J

;




i - PSS

P T oW TR W

TR SRR T

T ok

)

evidence®

‘poor and

confused’

By Joe QOpenshaw

Bebdause State eviderice
was meagre, poor and
confused a Johannes-
burg Magistrate yester-
day acquitted a
23-vear-old Wits
student and a Mazalo-
poets music group gui-
tarist of Immonrality
Act offences

The ecouple, Miss Vi-
vian Silvia Epstem, of
Crown Mines and des-
cribed as manager of
the Malopoets group
and Mr Abraham Liuze
Mahlgho, of IDiepkloof,
Soweto, faced two
charges of conspiring
to contravene the JIm-
morality Aet m Sep-
tember and both
pieaded not gumlty to
both charges

‘Constable Mark Ven-
ter fold the court that
the police received a
report from a negh-
bour of Miss Epstein’s
at Crown Mines, Mrs

" 8arah van Vuuren, and

went to a house “look
m_, for two people of
different races making
love ”

D}'SCHARGED

“We were surprised

not to0 find them:® in

bed together,” said
Constabhle Venter,
referring to Miss Ep-
siein and Mr Mahlobo
Constable Peter
Johnstone told; the
court that he found
Miss Epstein 1 a room
dressed but without
snoes and Mr Mahlobo
hiding 1n a wardrobe
dressed only n his un.
derpants J

Applying for the dis- |

charge of the coupls,
Mr D Kuny said there
had been the sad spec¢-

tacle of two policemen

evidence “was a4 mess

gomg along m the md-
dle of the night expect-
g to find two people
1 bed togeiher

“The hight was on 1n
the room, there were
volces of people talking
and the radio was
playimng In any other
country no conclusions
would be drawn

CONFUSED

Giving - judgment, the
magistiate, Mr P J van
der Wath, said the
evidence given by DMrs
van Vuuren had been
confused and coniradic-

tory, |
“Becanse it 15 clear

from Conastable John- ¢

son’s evidence that the
two policemen had
gone to the house and
made the arrest and
then got together and
discussed the case, a
big ,question mark must
be placed on therlr
evidence,” sald Mr van
der Wath

In acquithing the
couple, he agreed wiih
Mr Kuny that the State
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He was found not
gullty and discharged
together with Ms
Vivian Epstein (23) of
Crown MNmes on two
counts of conspiring to
contravene the Act.

Evidence before
court was that the two
were found by police in
September when a2
house was rairded at
Crown.Mmes This had
followed complamts
received from a
neighbour, a Ms S van
Vuuren

When police arrived
at the house, Mr
Mahloboe hid 1n a
wardrobe while dressed
only 1n underpants
because he realised he
was in a white area, he
sald Ms Epstein was
fully clothed but bare-
foot

One of the police,
Constable Mark Venter
sald when he entered
the room he observed
that the bed was
unmade and the bed-
clothes untidy There
were dents 1n the two
pillows that showed
two people had slept

He told the court that

By NKOPANE MAKOBANE

should they have found
Mr Mahlobo fully
clothed and visiting Ms
Epsten, they would
not have regarded it as
unlawful

In a statement read
In an earlier hearing
the two accused had
said on that night
Malopoets had played
at a mght club 1n
Hillbrow and Mr
Mahlobo had had no
transport to go to
Soweto

Ms Epsteitn, the
manager of the Malo-
poets, had offered tolet
him sleep at her home
but 1n an outside room
She had decided to
make coffee for both
and brought it in the
room and later police
arrived

In applying for the
acqurttal of his clients,

Mr D Kuny said evi-
dence before court was
contradictory it that
Constiable Peter John-
stone had earlier said
they went to the house
on the nmight of either
Septep'lber__lz or 13

- .
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while Constable Venter
sald September 17 or
18

He went on to say the
conduct of police to go
about at might to find

out whether people
were breaking the
Immorality Act was
unfortunate because
the law had been
created by the Govern-
ment

He said in other
countries people found
sitting together, play-
Ing music and one fully
clothed would not
suggest there was
anything wrong But in
South Africa this led to
suspicions that they
were there for one
reason — to commat an
unlawful act

He said the State
evidence had failed to
prove that there was
even an attempt of
preparation to act
unlawfully Also there
was no shred of

evidence given by the [

hree to canvict,
because weighed to-
gether 1t left one In a
“‘mess”’

He .described the
evidence of the three as 1
highly unsatisfactory, |
unacceptable, and |
contradictory )

In his judgement, the |,
magistrate agreed
with the argument of
the defence and added |
that he also viewed-|
some evidence, of the |
withesses as confus- |
g, poor anc! unaccept-

He said he found
some of it should be
,rejected and 1gnored
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A 5t s Her daughter grew up as an Indian and her grandchil-
- T f dren are also classified Indian
;?3 But when Mr Daya died last April, Mrs Daya’s race
A group reverted to coloured
s
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a problem
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MRS Mavis Daya has hived ‘in the Indian township of
Malabar, Port Ehzabeth, for more than 10 years — but
now she needs a permit to live there

Unless she gets the permit — or gets herself reclassified
— she cannot inherit the fammly home her hushand left her
m hlis will last year,

Mrs Daya was born a coloured, but when she married

Indian taxi owner Mr Teikam Daya she was reclassified
Indian
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Now, to claim nheritance of the house m Ocean View
Drive, Malabar, she must be given a special permit to live
there or be reclassified Indian agam.

If she fails in both bids she must sell the family home
and move to a coloured township, leaving behind friends

and neighbours, and a daughter and grandchildren who live
nearby,

This week, the Indian Management Committee refused
to approve a permut for her to hve 10 Malabar — on the
basis that the commuttee does not approve of permits in
any form

The committee has no objection to Mrs Daya continuing
to hive there and Mr Raman Bhana, chairman of the
commiitee, told Weekend Post “If Mrs Daya wants to seek
reclassification I could assist her with her application.”

Mrs Daya herself i1s puzzled by the predicament At the
moment she does not know exactly where she stands.

“The matter only cropped up when my lawyer set about
transferring the house into my name Then he found he
could not transfer the house to a coloured and have a
coloured person owning a house in Malabar ®

“There are a lot of coloured women married to Indian
men and hving 1n Malabar, but I think I am probably the
first coloured widow there, I'm the guinea pig, so to
speak ”
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By NOREEN SUTCLIFFE

THE: South African indian Council 1s to consider petition-;
ing the Government to suspend Group Areas Act provis

sions that obhige coloured women married to Indian men,

who are then classified as Indian, bewng reclassified as

coloured when they become widows.

Mr Raman Bhana, of Port Elizabeth, a member of z.._m.

Executive Committee of the SAIC, has submiatted an item
for urgent consideration by the Executive Committee

Mr Bhapa teld Weekend Post he had made the repre-
sentations following the eall for assistance from scores of
people who had martied people of other race groups

He said the problem was highlighted in a report in the
Weekend Post about Mrs Mavis Daya, who has hived in the
Port Xhzabeth Indiar township of Malabar for more than
10 years but whocannot inherit the fam:ly home her hus-

band left her in his will last year because she was bhorn a
coloured.

After the report appeared scores of people telephoned
him seeking assistance because they had realised they
faced similar problems ' *

o

Riggest roadership
the Bustern Sapo

In his urgent application for the item to be considered at
the Executive Commitiee’s meeting on Wednesday, Mr
Bhana said the social mntegration of races had resulted in
Indian males marrying coloured females and vice versa
The situation, he said, was evident masmly mn the Cape

In South African law the wife and the children take the
racial elassification of ber husband.

“But the Group Areas Act of 1366 makes 1t compulsory
for a person or persons to become resident 1n a group area
set aside for their occupation,” Mr Bhana said. “In reality,
therefore, the Indian hushand with his ‘coloured’ wife and
Indian children have hecome resident i an Indian group
area

“However, 1n the event of the hushand dying she reverts

i

I e A TR

to her origmal identity and therefore becomes a displaced

person 1n the Incdhan group area AL

“In most mstances the coloured wife has been totally
aceepted by the community and even attends religions
ceremonies but because of her new race classification she
has to move with the Indian children to a coloured area

“This situation causes disruption within not only the
family itself but the Indian community as ¢ whole -

“The children are caused mmmeasurable hardship, as
they have to attend the Ind:an school but are not permitted
to reside 11 the Indian group area. o T

“Second, therr family and friends have become sepa-
rated and quite often they lose that cultural contact -

“Third, they have to become used to a new circle of

j—
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~ Price 19¢ plus 1c tax|

friends, culture, and environment, which is not psycholog:-
cally advantageous to that person at all.

“The law, however, makes provision for a person to
apply for reclassification but this procedure is a very
tedious one and takes months to be concluded

“In the interim the family has to apply for a group areas

permat to retain occupation, or be ejected from the area in
which the children been born. __

“It is therefore proposed that the Exocutive Comimittee
make the necessary representations for people to obtain
some form of relief from the Group Areas Act or the
Population Registration Act so that & woman married to
an Indian male is allowed to assume his identity.

Automotive Glass @ Sunroofs @
Blinds @ Electric Window. Wind-

ers @ Theft Alerts @ Boot openers
79 Gra Rd. Phone 545405
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“She should only kave to report the marriage to the local
office of the Department of the Interior so the necessary
entries can be made in the Book of Life for her to become
an Indian.” ,

Mr Bhana said that when the case of Mrs Daya was first
brought before the indian Management Committee 1n Port
Elizabeth, 1t had not refused the apphecation for a permit to
Ive in Maiabar,

“We never condone permits Even so a pgrmut would not
have helped Mrs Daya, it would only have given her legal
occupation rights,” he said

“She needs to be reclassified so she may ioherit what is
her right and what was bequeathed to her by her hushand.

“I have now started the necessary proceedings for Mrs
Daya to apply for reclassification as an Irdian, and X feel
quite confident the application will be sucecessful

“f am also assisting scores of other people who face
simular problems to apply for reclassifieation ”

In the meantime, Mrs Daya, a populdr and respected
member of the Malabar community,
predicament and does not know where she stands,
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IT TOOK Ian Whiteley and his wife, Sherm, 12 years to find their *
nirvana — the state of perfect beatitude to which Buddhsts aspire

Nirvana 1s also the name of the Indian area in Pietershurg where
the Whiteley family live,

The Whiteleys are a South African emgma Ian 1s white, Sherm Indian —

and for nearly five months they have lived together i one of the most

conservative constitiencies i South Africa with the permission of Prime
Munister Mr P W Botha

L -
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This week conservative Pietersburg MP Dr Willie Snyman joined Trans- Vi BT SrHmEST eI
vaal NP leader Dr Andries Treurnicht i his stand agamst power-sharing \ S e SR T R
with coloureds and Indians but Ian 1s not interested in politics “Discuss . AR, S et -
rugby with me and I'll talk all day” S S oy ) e e

oy, g e

| And he says people of all colours stop him and his family - Sherm and "t
children Raymond, 10, and Derryck, five, in the street — to welcome them
back to the northern Transvaal town which first persectuted them
The welcome began the first time they went out publiely — to church —
| nearly five months ago And while the Sunday Express was in Pietersburg
j this week the welcome continued

The Whiteleys say they have had not a moment’s unpleasantness in
Pietersburg and they were willing to prove thewr acceptance by walking
down one of the busier central Pietersburg streets arm-in-arm

A police car was 1n the town street when we arrived

- "Have we got our letter (from the Prime Mimster)” asked Sher:n
nervously

“No,” said Ian, climbing out of the car

The family and photographer Horace Potter crossed the road to a busier
pavement for the pictures
The officer stayed in hus car while Potter took the pictures When the

photographer passed the policeman to get another film, the policeman said
“Is that Mr Whiteley?”

When Horace said yes, the policernan smled understandmély and waited

until the famly was well down the road before crossing the street to attend
to his business

While the Sunday Express
was taking the pictures, peo-
ple looked, but mainly at the
™+ photographer

A ‘blourokkie’ walked
straight past the couple and
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@ Raymond Whiteley s only 1
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country 12 years ago after

But a final putdown in “'m not a Paki I'm a

L

- only turned to lock ~ at the
photographer when her part-
ner pornted out that pictures
were being taken
+  Ian said people do look —

but not as much or as mal:-
! cwously as people i Britamn
* or Norway — and far more
¢+ 7 - South Africans accept the
family than people overseas
did, he said

“Our fellow South Afni-
cans have never put us
down,” says [an

el K . T

I @ lan Whiteley collects his elder son Raymond from
his Pietershurg school.

Britain forced Ian to ask Mr
Botha if the farmily could re-
turn — a request he had
made a number of times dur-
Ing 12 years overseas

The final bid started when
Sherin was taking her chil-
dren to school during the
Toxeth race riots, near therr
Laverpool home

A group of white thugs
surrounded her,
“Go home, Pak),"” said one

South African”

The thag then spat in her =

face

That mght she was 1n tears
when Ian arnved home from
work

“It took me to come to
England to be spat on by a
white man,” she cried and
that spurred his last desper-
ate plea *“Classify me col-
oured,” he said 11 a letter to
Mr Botha, ‘“‘but let us
return ”

Come home was the reply,
there s no need to re-
classify

Now nothing will separate
Ian from the two most 1m-
portant thigs 1t his hife —
his faymly and his country,
he said

“We've tried the other side
and 1t doesn’t work ”

kan and Sherin left the

Ian had been acquitted on 2
charge ander the Immoral-
ity Act He spent three
months 1n jaill during the
trial

Tan, a storeman and for-

mer Permanent Force sail- °

or, also kept up his ather
major interest rughy

Both he and lis son Ray-
mond, 10, played rugby i
Laverpool

The club president sad

one day “Raymond has the ~

v 1 =

L
1,

O but he already wants to be a Bﬂkf )

-



. SUNDAY EXPRESS February 25, 1962 1

N'T YET ENCOUNTERED EUROPEAN-STYLE RACIS
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mielies and arugbybail The Whltefevsareglad to be
back after 12 vears

L

> Hmakmgs of a young England but meanwhile 1s looking for
~i<player’

il
o

¢ “No,” said Ian, “you mean
a young Springbok "

And that 15 his greatest
wish

There 1s no rugby at the
school Raymond attends —
only soccer Ian 1s looking
around for a local club, or
school, where his youngster

icaﬂ play

< JJan, 45, would also start

&=

a rugby club for coloureds
and Indians 1n Pietersburg

a side he can play for

“Ill be very happy if [
make the fourth team”

Is this the same kind of
courage that made Ian love
Sherin despite the Immoral-
1ty Act and persecution?

“Do you need courage to
love your wife? asks the
staunch Scuth African

There has been change 1n
South Africa, he says

“Just the fact that we are
home proves that

“People have been won-
derful A builder has put all

h1s workers on one of the 20
houses he 15 building to fimsh
it for us

“People are people,” he
said “If you talk to them you
will find you like them ”

And 1n a book called ‘Peo-
ple Only’ that two publishers
are considering Ian ends by
saying

“Let’s say a prayer for
each other, because we are
just people”

e — .




MARCE] 1962 945 j

E3s) DGl

- Imamoraiis Ac

Eaaisiesiead ——— - - - d",.'a/ {F} /ma.g*aag 2 qu/ T -
Mis H SULE*«L‘* ashed 2 1 imrs- | !

tei m Rustice

(1) How manv cases under section 16 of H
the Immorality Act were referred to

T T P each Attorney-Generu in the Repub- ' :

he 1 the second half of 1981, :

- - e e (2) how many of the persors corcerned - - - - : |
(a} were (1) presccared and () con
victed and (b)) are sill or f15al or ’

awditing triny’ '

-

e,
K

_— —— i —— s e——. e - —— . = _aam —_ a JE— —— —— — —_— _ —_— —_ -

™ T———r———— =T ot s e e ———— -y '- "

_,11 p LN 3 47

5 4 -

— I S —_—— —_ —_— a

- —— ——mm — - D L B —— il ma— - - -—— - b, r— —_——— — — —

i
r ks . AF 27 \

[ — e — — —— [ ——— — e e

- - by |—-.r.l—...-L--| = - - -_——— s = - J— e ——— —_ —_—_— — - —_ = - o — -

—_—— —— e — - ———n — _— — — — T =

— e maae L e — — — rT

& ¥ . T, T = PoE
*r r yot -
s I
+ -~ t .l'-"_...:
\ l T -
-y ey o e e e — L) - - - - — s —_— - T 1 ";

I -
1 I

! F
T i e -

‘i F hd : r —t— -r - - - _— — - aa — -_ _—— —_— —am —_—r—r—r—— —r _— ——— —— - - —_— i -
o - [ - T I? T o —_—— - —-——— - — — —— . o

- pw 7
3 1 5 rod Y r oruH
= r s + d n
LT 4 I ’r Ll -+ B B
i R ———rr  — - — —— _— - - —_—— -
! L i ‘_ - L1 yir r "0
!

M t P - vEi

! . . ,

. r
= ! t — —_ o R N — ——rr—— — — —— mam . — —_— e - - - - (R —
[ ¥ E -
1 Jr — ,
rooT B4 7 i
" I £
F

TN TR N S L OB LT A ST e Y VIH I LR i NEST T TR F O A PR LML A T TR T Wa.ﬂm__



TUESDAY, 9 MARCH 1982

+Indicates translated version

For written reply’ ﬂ C‘] / 3 /3 1
73 ﬁmf‘i‘;”i'f S, ol 320°3

~ 17108 R R HULLEY asked the Min-
wter of Internal Affairs

—_— e

5 Whether any reclassifications from one
{ race group to another took place during
the latest specified period of 12 months for

—_——— . — —_— _— —_ —_
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""HOW CAN you cry
(wer a lost pair of
shoes when you have

! never worn them or
jeven cared to know
tthat the shoes are
{ yours? 1 have never
- even regarded myself

as a white man
because I hated the
idea of being white,”

That statement came
from a former white
man now living 1n

i Eldorado Park after he

of black chlldren and

was re-classified as Cape
Coloured

“I did not even play
with white children at

i dren called me a ‘kaffer-
# boetie’ because I was

COLOURED Denms always 1 the company
Mills. |

N hated bein

even my hfestyle was
more black than white,”
Mr Denms Mills (40)
told The SOWETAN 1n
an iterview

He said he was classi-
fied coloured on his own
request, because since
hts youth, he has never
ltked the 1dea of being a
white man

He said he spent the
better part of his hfe n
the company of blacks
and when he was jailed
for nine to fifteen years
m 1976, prison life 1so-
lated him from blacks
with whom he 1dentified
more than he did with
whites

As a result, he apphed
to the Department of
the Interior to be re-
classified as a coloured
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Mr Mllls sald befure

he was Jmpnsnned for
theft, he had been living
ilegally with a coloured
woman for 12 years
They were prevented by
the law from getting
marned

But he started his new
hfe as a coloured while
1t prison after his apph-
cation was approved
He said he was immed:-
ately transferred from
the white section of the
Pretonia Central Prison
and sent to Witbank,
where he shared cells
with blacks

Mr Miiis was released
from prison on parole
last week But he came
out to a lonely hife
because his customary
coloured wife, Eliza-
beth, was killed while he
was i prison

Speaking in mmpec-
cable Zulu, sometimes
mixed with Tsotsi-taal,
Mr Mills said “Kused-
ladlem hierso” (this 1s
my home) He showed
me into s flat where he
1s now living with his
two step-chidren, aged

g white! &

24 and 23, and two
grand-children, aged 10
and §

He told me he does
not feel by being classi-
fied coloured he 1s losing
any of the privileges of
being a white man
because he has never
enjoyed any of those
privileges since he has
always hived hke a black
man

In Parhhament re-
cently, figures were re-
leased showing more
than 600 whites,
coloureds, Indians,
blacks, Chinese and
Griquas had their races
changed last vear

Five hundred and
fifty-eight Cape
Coloureds were re-
classified white, 15
whites were re-classified
Cape Coloureds, eight
Chinese became whites,
seven whites hecame
Chinese, one Indian be-
came white, three
whites became Indiarns
and several blacks be-
came coloureds and
vice-versa Lo
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THAT a man who was born white can hate the colour of hisskin to
the extent of turning his back against his fellows and choose to
hve with blacks 1s an 1ssue that would not make news headlines
anywhere else 1n the world

* But mn South Africa
the celour of a man’s
skin 18 of such para-
‘miitnt 1importance that
M:“ can determine your
-basic right of existence
a8 a human being

m ‘Dennis Mills was
born of an Enghsh-
speaking family 40
Jyears ago 1n Durban,
-where as a youth, he
started showing strong
snclinations towards
#U_mnw people Though
he attended a white
school, he never had
white friends and did
H._E play with white
“children

_ Growing up on a
-farm, he hunted, fi1shed
rand played with
Dplacks Not only did he
Jlearn to speak their
Janguage, but he learnt
their life-style and he
developed a stronger
:liking for them than for

shis own fellowmen

w To him, life became

swhat he saw through
sthe eyes of a black
iman Whites of his age
‘group started shunning
-mm and called him a
C‘kafferboetie ’

* Dennis has lived 1n
~Alexandra Township
ifor roughly 10 years, he
spent another 12 years
W_E:._m with a coloured
*women, Ehzabeth, but
x:mw could not get
smarried because of the

Jaws of this country

I

w wWwhen they met,

By SAM MABE

wamns mates was

inbearable for Dennis
To get away from 1it,

he decided to apply for

re-classification as a
coloured
Although at first

P some white prison

warders were opposed

' to what Dennis wanted

to do, they could not
stop him and 1n about
two months his apph-
cation was approved
and he officially
ceased to be white

By changing his
race, Dennis denoun-
ced all privileges to

-which he would be

entitled as a white
person

These include the
right to vote, reserved
and Emuﬂ;:_ job!
opportunities, higher
wages, unrestricted
freedom of movement
and a host of other

—_—

soclal, economic,
cultural and political
freedoms which have
always been a far cry
to those who are not
white

“But how can you
cry over a lost pair of
shoes when you have
never worn the shoes
or even cared to know
that the shoes are
yours? *“*he asked’

I have never taken
advantage of privile-
ges of bemmg white
because I have &anm
hated being white

‘In fact, compara-
tively speaking, I know
so little about experie-
nce of being white that
though I may look
white, I don’t think or
ma things the way they

0

“1 daid not grow up
leading a protected hife
ike 1t happens with
whites My experien-
ces are black and I feel

oy Tl LI LR -]

hhke being 1n a strange
world when I am
among whites You
see, I am so well known
for instance 1n Alexan-
dra that anybody n
Alex whe does not
know Dennis, does not
know Alexandra

“It’s like when I was
transferred from the
Pretoria Central
Prison to Witbhank,
where I started shar-
ing cells with blacks 1
was at home because I
met most of my
buddies there

“During my f{irst
days there, I sensed
some hostility from the
white warders but
there was nothing they
could do bacause it was
official that I was not
white anymore and
they just had te accept
me that way,”” he said

Dennis’ cell mates
called him Mkhz’
omhlophe (white MK-
hize) He speaks
impeccable Zulu,
which he often mixes
with Tsotsi1-taal

When I met Dennis
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cutside his two-
bedroomed [lat 1n
Eldorado park Ifound
his mannerisms and the
way he speaks and
walks typtcal of many
coloureds and blacks
He told me that when
he got 1nto a train {rom
Withank to Johannes-
burg after his release
from prison last
Friday he was app-

&%

"

roached by a while -
poltceman who ques-
tioned his presenceina
black coach

After a lengthy
explanation of his re-
classification he was
left alone

Being re-classified -

as coloured will save
Dennmis {rom prosecu-
tion for being found in
coloured residential

aredas or from being
charged under the
Immorality Act should
he be found with a
coloured woman

But there may be
racial agomes to suffer
In his hifetime, because
to the black and the
coloured communities,
Denmis will always
stick out hike a sore
thumb

GNOmmm_u O:m: Mr Miils and the children of his adopted daughter, Ray-

L]

mond and Francis

|

children, a boy and a

Elizabeth had two
girl

Dennis accepted

Lk T®BMTESTTO
223 L53-C5Y
o

oS8 3L 0o9m
0 H Vﬂnh%
T © H:I_um.hEHb
25g B °®0gs
BE w0 N 0
Soge @

L ol .I.HIEE
CoTSRL LTS
W HE e ERgoc g0
mdppﬂlnrttﬂ.v
R R TR
oS ol Es SRR
S 7 R X2 By a FprS.

1
i
i

Lf} w3 - 5 SR - i
ﬂﬂﬂ%“hﬁt um....a...n
E._....._D ttnﬂ_ w._.l..
o .ﬂ._..m v 4t
= oy 2 - o v L
e T CCuws =
oo A 5" 0o
QL - HmEEhbﬂ_
pWﬂ%dmnhhrtnﬂt
oo Qa2 ] QD 3
S ™2 00~ o
See8@8EgcsHg
o
NoPL=oy, . B0 L2
ﬂnnmnmmﬂahurb
SPoodsD  3RSS
SO@EOS.O0-!n =

Dennmis was not allowed

b )

_3ugBEs 58
e T W =3
ReEm .E88®m 5%
EHEﬂFdEtmn
MSDEﬂSUm 4h)
3 Qi SE w5
2, moYerosk R
£ =l TR -
QLS T g 5 a8

- +=
B aoesEEEF " wl
Ry~ =g QO o g
BRas Y osag s
<)
HPEPWHTWTWE
e D..rm..ﬂdrm,ﬂ T}




1
- - - - - 1 |£:1_5:I r lqu - - 2
A I ¢ ) - -
- - ~ —_ _ oA
% /
L ) ¥l s
ST Wid f Indi ve _
‘ ] permit to inherit h
- | __
\ Weekend Post Reporter - )
o ‘Mrs MAVIS DAYA, the indian’s widow who could not
- mhert her own home 1 Malabar, Port Elizabeth, because
che was born coloured, has now been given a permit to do
- \su, )
' Mrs Daya’s phght was featured in Weekend Post 1n
) January, when she faced the alternatives of bemg
- _reclassified Indian (for the second time), obtaming a spe-
cial permit to live in Malabar, or being forced to move into
N a cnluur?d suburb - T
- - - — ¥
Mrs Daya was classified Indian when she married .
| jndian taxj-owner Mr Teikam Daya but her race group
. reverted to coloured when her husband died
This week she was told that the Department of Commu-
- ~ mity Development had granted her a permit to contmue to
i live in Malabar
— | Mr Raman Bhana, Port Ehzabeth member of the South |
—_ — * - ’
| African Indian Council, saxd he appreciated the “compas-
sionate” attitude taken by the department He said he was - .
- . still going ahead with a reclassification application on °
behalf of Mrs Daya. hoong b
| 1 t 4
_ . The Indian Council did not approve of the permit system
and was seeking a repeal of the section of the Group Areas
Act which had prevented Mrs Daya taking possession of
- —- __ the house when her husband died, he saxd,
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Mills: “Why I

- privile

—_

could neve
adapt to rﬁ
as a 258
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FAIR, blue-eyed UmEnm

Mills n._m:mmm for all the
es of a white
South African — but has
rejected his white back-

- ground to live as a

coloured.

He was paroled from Wit-
bank Prison — a jail for
blacks — last week and now
hves in Eldorade Park with
his coloured step-farmly

It was while he was serv-

"mg an mdeterminate sen-

tence for a R30 theft that he
apphed for — and was grant-

-¢d — reclassification as a

k™

- coloured,

1k
I

This wegk, Mr Mills spoke
for the first time of his up-

£ bringing as a white child and

=

¥

i

his ultimate rejection of his
‘background

He told the Sunday Ex-
* press “I never regarded my-
self as white because I hated
the idea of being white

“I don’t walk, talk or think

.+ 1ke a white man because
+Fyve never thought of them
3 as my people — I don’t feel

'THE MAN E-._O WOULD BE nO_.O___!mU

at ease with them ”

Mr Mills and his two sis-
ters were raised in a rural
area of northern Natal and,
he said, he had preferred to
play with Zulu children than
with whites,

“T just didn’t do the same
things that the white chl-
dren did and you can’t take
white children fishing and
hunting and enjoy 1t as much
as I did wath my Zulu friends

“But soon I couldn’t have
played with the whites even
if 1 had wanted to — themr
mothers disapproved of my
friends and forbade thewr
children to associate with
me

“They thought I was a bad
person”

It was precisely because
he couldn’t bear to be sepa-
rated from his “own kind” —
blacks and coloureds — that
he apphed to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for re-
classification as a Cape col-
oured while 1in Pretoria
Central Prison 1n 1976

The application was

%

R L e e i LR R R e e

granted after “about a
month”.

‘“And when it came
through, the prison author:-
ties said I couldn’t stay with
the white prisoners because
I was no longer white — so
they transferred me to the
isolation wards for a couple
of days”

He was then sent to Son-
derwater Prison, returned to
Pretoria Central and finally
sent to Witbank

He said “There were a lot
of diufferences between the
white and black prisons

Sadly, the most important
person 1t his life, his col-
oured wife Ehzaheth, was
not there to meet um on his

release from jail She was
dtabbed to death 1 1976

A placard — beautifully
engraved and pamnstakingly
drawn — he made in prison

and sent’ to her.reads “To- .
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_ SUNDAY EXPRESS March m_ Hm_mm

i

. Um::.m Mills _.m*_mnﬁm on the difficulties of his new life, having rejected the E.E__mmmm that go with

Dennis ”

Now, hving mn the Eldor-
ado Park flat with Ehza-
beth’s two daughters and his
two step-grandchildren, the
thought that ke 1s giving up
South African white privi-
leges 15 foreign to him

“T've never had white val-
ues. How can I miss some-
thing I've never had any-
way? I've never gone into
white restauranfs or cine-
mas, or worried about own.
mg things

“If 1t gets cold outside, 1
won't start ireezing and
mussing a hig, warm jersey
because I've never had one

“I find that blacks and co-
loureds are more sincere
than wintes They have noth-
ing 1n this country and stick
together They are all 1
know I could never adapt to
hiving with whites ”

:Buts he  looks -unbearably

my wife Ehzabeth, I will ~ mmn iw_mmﬂg_gw about Eliz-

love you forever and a day
God gave me mqm_.ﬁE:m
when God zave =<~
From your

abeth and discussing his

Emum for_the future _
T e 5#

is worried about how he will
contribute to the family’s
earnings

“T ean’t Just sit here when
they serve out the food and
not give anything towards it.
But the welfare people don't
seem fo realise my problems
—-they tell me to come to
town and give rile various
addresses to go to to look for
work

“Getting into town costs

me at least 50c a time and
they don't see that I'm starv-
ing when I get there because
I haven’t eaten anything 1
know I can get the money by
stealing it, but I don’t want
to go back to that — I want
to hve the life of an honest
man

“So 1f someone asks me {o
cut their lawn, or {ix some-
thing in thewr house, I doit to
earn some money.

L

being white in South Africa to be with “his people’ — his coloured step-famly.

*

“T was told when 1 asked
to be reclassified that I
should expect difficulty HE_.._.
ing work »

@ It was recently announced
in Parhament that 558 Cape
coloureds had been reclassi- .
fied white last year and that
15 whites had been reclassi-
fied Cape coloured. More
than- 600 people-had:their
races n_“_m:m&, last year
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the colour”

By Tyrone August

Dennis Mills was
released from Wit
bank Prison last
week after serving
five years for theft,
But the 40vear-old
former Natalian 18
still a3 prisoner,

He is a black man
trapped in a white
man’s skin.

While n Pretoria
Central Prison
1976, he applied to
the Department of
Interior for reclas-
sification as a Cape
coloured because he
could not bear to be
separated from what
he calls ‘“‘my
people.”

“T never used to
mix with white
people even when I
was young,” fhe
fair, blue-eyed Mr
Mills said yesterday.
“l always went fish-
ing and huniing
with blacks on the
farm where I grew
up in northern
Natal.

“Other white chil-
dren {reated my
Zulu friends disgust-
ingly. This--hurt -me
*“lut, hut only built
up a stronger feel-
ing in me for black
people.”’

He said he had
not taken advantage
of the privileges of
whites since he left
school., “How could
I live with blacks
and still make use
of the privileges en-
joyed by whites?”
he asked.

You cannot walk
with a black man in
the street and then
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DENNIS MILLS

go to a white res-
taurant to h ave
something to eat. Xf
would bhe unfair and
dishonest of me.
Both of us musti eat
pap and meat.”

Mr Mils says he
has no regrets about
being reclassified,
and does not miss
the privileges he
could enjoy as a
white.

“There are mil-
lions uf other
people who don't
have the privileges
of whltes And what
is the difference be-
tween them and
whites? Just the col-
our of their skin,” he
said hiterly.

“That is why I
don’t think it was
unfair of me to take
such a far-reaching
decision such as re-
classifying myself, a
deci1si1on which
would affect the fu-
ture of my ehildren,
should ever I have

trap

any.

“There are mil
lions of little child-
ren who are already
deprived of the pri-
vileges of white
people. Why should
they be denied
those privileges,
while white children
have them?”

Mr Mills is fond
of children.

But he says he
will never have any
children of his own.
His wife Elizabeth
— a ecoloured —
was stabbed to
death in 1976 while
he was in jal,

“She was the only
woman 1 ever really
loved,” he said sad-
ly “What maﬂe it
worse for mé was
that I wasn’t
allowed to go to her
funeral I felt so
heipless,”

Mr Mills is now
looking after Eliza-
beth’s two children,
Wendy (18) and
Wally: (10), w?m" Ejl-
dorado Park, 2 52

But I'clrt Mills- is
beginning * to- ¢ome
to terms with him-
self and the politic-
al situation in South
Africa 1n which col-
our determines the
nature of a person’s
whole existence,

‘“Dis ™M swaar
saak, boetie (it's a
sad situation, little
brother},” he said
shrugging. “But I'm
beginning to feel at
peace with myself
-~ andg Fm very

happy ahout it.”
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tl couple wWho have
been lwving together
fu;_ﬂthrpe years was
conyictedan the Johan-
nesburghy Magistrate's
Court.*vesterday for
conspiring to have sex
acrnss the colour line

Wilfred James Ven-
ter (24) and Georgina
Mansfield (25), both of
Televiston House Cen-
tral Avenue, Mayfarr,
were each sentenced to
six months’ 1mprison-
ment. conditionally sus-
pended for four years

After thewr convic-
tion Mansfield, classi-
fied colgure savd che
and Venter who 1s clas-
sifred white mlanned fo

We plan

Immorality

Both pleaded gullty
to contravening the Im-
morality Act But after
guestioning them the
magistrate, Mr G J
Schiveman, c(hanged
their pleas to not guil

iy
Venter said he and

Mansfield had been liv-

to marry -2
G 2 z/zk Sfenrs
Act couple

accused sleeping on a
mattress on the floor

He pulled away the
blanket and found they
were naked He told
them to dress and 1n-
spected the matiress
for sperm but did not
find any. Venter and
Mansfield were then ar-

night of ftheir arrest
they were sleeping
together but had not
had sex

Warrant  Officer
Wentzel de I#ruin of
the Bnixton police sald
on January 21 he went
to the accused’s filat at
about 1125 »pm The
front door was open

evidence Miss, 1.4 Mur,
for the State, ‘'asked
that they be convicted
of conspiring fo break
the Immorality Act

This was accepted by
Mr Schoeman who said
he could only conclude
they had hroken thei;
Aot

Venter admitted two
conviciions for posses-
sion of dagga, one for
dealing 1n the drug,
one for motor car theft
and one for house-
breaking

He said he no lenger
emoked dagga and wor-

ked for his hving
“ft ig this woman

who has helned rehabi-
Litate me,” he told the

iy

marry outside South ing together for about He switched on the rested,
Africa __ three years On the light m the sitting After hearing court o
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By MIKE LOUW / ,

A COUPLE found guilty yes-
terday of breaking the Immo-
rality Act told the Rand Dai-
lsz Mail they' would leave
\|'South Africa to get married-
'}« ‘Wilired James Venter, 24,"
'| and Geor, Mansfield, 25,
both-'of Television - House,

. | Central Avenue, Ma fair,
| gieaded guilty before Mr GJ
'Schoeman m the ' Johannes-

burg Magistrate’s Court.

‘|, He changed their 'plea to
one of mot guilty after they

f said they had not commtted -
the alleged offence * =+ -

. Warrant-Officer- Wentzel

" 1-du’ Bruin told the court he
:" | found the cnuﬂe sleeping on
' I'a mattress at the flat on Jan-'

uag 2L, [
'{ He said he‘found the door
3 *um entered, pulled * the
' { blanket away and saw: they
were both naked - S
~ Venter and Mansfield said
r| they bhad just-returned: from
the Cape- Province They
I 'were usted: and went to’
‘|'sleep on the mattress They -
if-said they did not have sex ° ]
o it MriSchoeman found them

-
-

S — - p—
—_—

LIL.: |

8 ligtnltysiand Sentenced  thomt:|

**each to six mofiths” jail, sus- *
' |’pended for four-years - .
|: ‘Mansfield later told the
Mail shehad lived ‘with_
Venter for abopt three years'
They were nnE prepared to

part. -

“~+She said they would leave
the' country to get married
Iﬁegtep confirmed this, -'* - -
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' ACOUPLE convicted this week under the HEET . . suspended for four years :
- rality Act declared w..mmwmnﬂ_mw they would contin® ‘Speaking in their tiny bmm..E nmn#m_ Avenue,-
* ue living together in therr home w Mayfair —t<~ .- Mr Venter said they would “definitely get mar-

"'despite a m:mﬁmanmn jail sentefice hangung’ over’ < mied ifthe law said we could
their heads . H
“They can do what they like but _Hmw won’t
separate us,” Wilfred Venter, 24, told ﬂ_m mm_ﬁ

L

He 'said he and Miss Mansfield had just mn_w
" back from Cape Town when the uawnm mﬁﬁmn at
their flat on January 21 ° ;

Tx

-

Daily Maxt '« - . “We'd spent six days on the road and we were
His girlfriend of three years, Miss nmﬁmEm ) mu_”_mﬁ I was fast asleep late that night when
Mansfield, was equally adamant. “The mamn woke up to find'six or seven policemen in zﬁ
thing for me 15 just if two people iove each other) - _.EE. -
JH‘E coloured and he's"white and I know the law ’ Lo “They ripped the blankets off the bed mmE..
3 doesn’t allow'us to be Smm_.bm_.. but I don’t care 1 '~ :gina was naked and we asked them to leave the
wnauuw the law 1s unf; >t e peyTET ﬂ.bu&.ﬁ*ﬂgm she put clothes on, which.they did,”.

" Mr WVenter and Miss Emumama 95, were eatch’ "Mr Veénter said._

_..__ ] A

»

.___ __.. - e, - 1 z,
...,_rw = qL_ g N m: . : s :._.q_..“uu|1 ._. -
ve together
oo i PR ——

2
“ur
1 i .h

7 - 1“Then they took us to

-

rm

m._ﬂmau and kept us ﬁwmnm._. S
" for the next four days They let us go after we -
:mww eared n court on the Moriday
-, People, shouldn't just be able to walk into your -
H.E__E ﬂmwnﬁ permussion,” he saud. » g
"y Mr Ventér — a practising Catholic who wears
a rosary around his neck — works at the J crﬂ._..

umm_E_.m abattoir'as a slaughterer -
", He'said they had no EﬁEEu of leaving South - "N

bﬁnm: et v Y -
M . “One of the policemen m_.._mmmm_“mn to me that we /,,

should w_mmm.m %ES %wﬂmm ﬂa,wmc wﬂn rwm ﬁ__m ; w N

* es :we wanted {o s ogether, But I" °

w%mns mﬁwﬁmﬁﬂ.ﬁ South Ew_nm_m and I'm not Miss mmo_.m_:m z_m:mzm_n m:n _s... E_:..mn_ <m :um_.. We

. mEum to _mmqm, maﬁr .ﬁ_._nm it’s Ew country,” he” would marry # we were allowed to.
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* be reclassified- coloured™
in the hope that it will
mean he can live in peace
with the woman he lpves.

ﬁmEmu Venter, 24, —and
Georgina Mansfield, a 25-

-

» ;year-old celoured woman,
Jzwere convicted of  contra-
" veping” the Immorahty Act
“tthis“week, and each sen-
rtenced to six months’ jail
. conditionally suspended for
., four years.

They had been living to-
gether for three years before
that, and both are adamant
that they want to remain
together

Wallie rsaid  “I. want “a
peaceful hfe I am willinig to
change my colour 1f it meahs

PO ; - ,.Mww._...ﬁr
A YOUNG white wants-to -

.J

= _J..r_!.u..

'THE ROMANCE THAT
‘IS FORBIDDEN BY

'"LAW BECAUSE THE

W?#mﬂ_.wtﬁwv%\.ﬂ\ L LA

s
et

L

[ A ] n R A naae U

we can be together and have
children It 1s a man-made
law that says we must not
love each other”

But, he said, they would
not flee because of the laws
of the country.

“I arh a South African I
was born here — if's my

‘country How can 1 leave,

“COUPLE IS ‘MIXED’

" 5

By HELENE ZAMPETAKIS

e s A, LRI R N s LY

W AR a o M wrEa L T SR LY T

even though I know that in
other countries people walk

freely together in the street
no matter what colour {hey
arg?”

Locked i the bare May-
fair flat where he and Geor-
gma had lived, Wallie said
fear had, entered his life for
the first time i their three
years together on the might
they were arrested

“We had arrived back
from a two-week holiday in
Cape Town at 6am and went
straight to sleep -

« “My sister and brother-in-
law were staying 1n our flat
While we were asleep they
disappeared and they must
have left the door unlocked

“In the court case the wit-
ness (a policeman) said
someone had shown them
our room ™ "

Georgina told the Sunday

Express “When I woke up 1t
was mght and someone had
puiled the blankets off us

“I saw 1t was a copand I
tried to cover myself They
wanted me to stand ap but T
was naked Then Wallie got
cross and they left the room

“There were three car-
loads of policemen and the
whole building was out
watching us

“I felt 1:ke a real criminal,
but we have done nothing
We haven't harmed anyone

The couple first met at a
Mayfair bus-stop They be-
came irends and within
three months, a romance
had biossomed

“We had lived together for
three years and never had
any problems from our
neighthours People accepted
us,” Wallie said

“The only problems were
when Georgina went out to
the shops at mght Then po-
lice wanted to know why she
was in a white area Once
they picked her up for
soliciting ”

Now they both obviously
fear the repercussions of the
court case

Georgina miscarried days
before the case She said the
anxiety and the threat to
their continiued co-existence
had caused the mscarriage

+

of her four-month pregnan-
¢y She has three children

Wallie said he was seared
he would “chucked out” of
the flat now, and said his
step-father would not have
anything more to do with
him

Georgina’s mother, he
said, had demanded that her
daughter went to live with
her 1n Eldoradoe Park

The question they are both
asking 15 “Why cant they
leave us alone”’ and Geor-
gina said “We have always
got along fine when no-one
disturbed us.”

Wallie Venter, 24, and Georgina Mansfield, 25, cannot live together because the
Immorality Act forbids it Now Wallie wants to be reclassified coloured

Picture: HORACE POTTER
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Bread price anger

By CHARLENE BELTRANIO

The price of bread 1s hikely to go up as much as 1fc a loaf
this year — and consumer organisations are furious

The inerease will be a result of the change m the subsidy
formula from the begmning of the new wheat season m
October, announced by Mimister of Fimance Owen Horwood
in the Budget last week.

The new subsidy will be 5% of the retarl cost of white
bread and 20% of that of brown bread

Mrs Jean Tatham of the Housewives League said the
Government was courting disaster by mereasmg the price
of the most basie food so drastically during a recession.
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|rnmnrallty Act coupla WIIfred Vantar and Gaorglna Mansﬂeld .. they won't'
J stop us living together Picture: ANDRZ SAWA

Al
)

‘White love ‘\ifé“””ts |

A WHITE man will apply this b

as coloured

oured so that he can legally live

‘with his coloured girlfriend.

And the ¢ouple, who were convict-
ed under the Immorality Act last
week, have vowed to continue living;

gather ‘despite & suspended jail -

sentenice hanging over their

ek,

’L

-

r,T

heads.

Wilfred Venter, 24 arid
Georgina Mansfield, 25, were

-each aentenced to slx months’

imp rlannment suspended for
fuur ﬁar&, in the Johannes-
burg aglatratea Court

Lagal aid

Now Venter is seeking to
be reclassified as a coloured
person.

“I will start prnceedings
this week, &5 this seems the
only way that we can lead a
rnnnnal fa."

He will apply for legal aid
tnmorruw,

. The couple, who were ar-
_rested after they were found
" together in bed by policemen,
_have been Jving tu etherina-
‘Mayfair, Johannesburg, flat
for three years.

And they don't intend giv-
ing up their lifestyle now.

“We love each other and I
believe there is nothing’
wrong with thﬂt "hgaid
Mansfield. ,

+

. By ﬁTERMALHEHBE

“They can do what thay
want, but they. won't stop us
living together,”

The couple had just re-

turned from a trip to Cape '

Town when thex were arrest-
ed on January 21

“We were fast asleep that
night when I woke up to find
gix or seven policemen in the
room,” said Venter.

“They ripped the blankets
off the edpp 1

Wellrwishers

“Georgina was naked, and
we asked them to leave the
room while' she put her
clothes on, which they did.”

Then followed four nights
in" the' John Vorster Sguare
police cells for the couple.

JWell-wishers crowded

thefr little one-bedroomed
flat yesterday including

11
_________....l—-———'-'—""'—'_"""_'_ _— T

L

Manstield's sister and
white -'couple 'who, arrived
arm-in-arm to lend mural
support.

Venter. who works at the
Johannesburg abattoir, as a
slaughterer, said they hbped
to marry soon, 3.7 3

“This has only strength-
ened our helief that we be-
long together,” * .

. Accepted

He said they had~ met:rin i
May{air three years agu and |1
"‘infumm:liatllyF ell ‘fnr: each
other”.

“We didn't go out steadll
in the beginning, but then we
realised we were reant for

each other,

*The laws can only part us
temporarily, but we will al-
ways come back together,”
he said. }

.Althoug hrPVenter: -believes

' that & memher of his family
reported them to the police,

.he said that'most of his rela-
“tions “now fuliy accept us as |
a couple”.
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The Immorality Act convicted 66
| people and prosecuted 110 in the

. second half of last year alone. It has
f also raised more controversy and
caused the Government more em-
barrassment than any other apart-
heid law. ANGELA GILCHRIST takes a

look at a cruel law that has not

" WHEN 24-year-old white

| Wallie Venter last week

"declared he would
change his race to hve
with the coloured woman
he loves, South Afrieans
were harshly reminded
that one of the cruellest

.and most humiliating
‘apartheid laws still
exists,

In spite of Prime Min-
ister, P W Botha’s state-
ment three years ago,
that he would not “toler-
ate laws that insult peo-
ple” the Immorality Act
~— In its original form —
18 still a fact of South Af-
rican life,

S0 too, 1s its ugly sister,
the Mixed Marriages Act,
inspiring recollections of
the traumatic Naz1 per:-
od when marriages with
Jews were legislated
agamst m Germany and
later banned 1 occupied
wountries

The Prime Minster
gave Biblical examples
of mixed marriages at a
National Party Congress
n 1979, but said such yn-
'10ns were “undesirable
“for practical reasons”,

A Prosecutions against
. Z%s, of differmg races

gestions for improve-
ments to the Act that the
Prime Mimster claimed
to want

The Immorality and
Mixed Marriages Acts
are deeply rooted m the
entire philosophy of
apartheld and regarded
by many as the very foun-
dation of the system

It was generally felt
that to scrap the laws
would mean scracpmg
other legisiation and 1m-
ply a change of course
that the Government was
clearly not prepared to
take

But those who argued

for therwr abolition, said mn
view of the broad disap-
proval of sexual relations
across the colour bar, the
small number of people
who mdulged m 1t made
such laws superfluous
Liberals pointed to the

considerable cost mn hy-
man suffering

Prosecutions have lead
to smeides, numeroys
“mixed” couples have
been forced to leave the
country, homes have
been broken — and even
those who escape pros-
ecution are left with a
stigma that can never be
erased

The lead-up to prosecu-
tion generally means
barging in on a couple to
gather proof of that .

..' changed — despite indications to
| the contrary made by the Prime Min-
ister three years ago.

%

beds to see whether they
were warm on both sides

and taken hair samples
from sheets to determine

their racial origin

Stamned bedding has
been seized and photo-
graphs have been taken
of suspects to prove they
were caught i the Act of
Immorality.

Sometimes they suffer
the indignity of police-
men using binoculars,
two-way radios and tape
recorders and intimate
examinations by a Dis-
trict Surgeon fo deter-

e
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mine whether they have
had intercourse

Those who are against
the Act have also pomted
out that one of the coun-
try’s main population
groups, the coloured peo-
ple, are the direct result
of miscegenation,

Surely, said those who
wished to see the laws
forever scrapped from
the Statute Book, they
were 1nsulting to co-
loureds as they mmphed
an illegality, 1f not a deni-
al of therr existence

But Nationalists said

]
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mdividual judgement and
public 0?1111011 were not
enough to deter people
from sexual relations
across the colour bar

If that were true, it
could be said that decent
people did not steal or

ik, :*1

AT

A
CrgriLT

on people’s conduct en-
croached upon people’s
hves and resulted 1 suf-
fering to their next of kin

Sald one Nationalist
MP “Most coloureds are
proud of their identity

and want to maintam it

murder, and -logically,—The purpose of the law is

laws against these
crimes should also be
done away with.

The legislation was not
discrimmnatory, they ar-
gued, as any white person
involved was also
prosecuted

The Immorality Act
was there to give protec-
tion to coloured, asian
and black women who,
“due to their weaker posi-
tion 1 prevailing circum-
stances” might be vulner-
able to exploitation by
white men”,

What was more, every
common law ympediment

which should be shared
by them alone — thus de-
stroymg therr - ‘mmacy -

and privacy. * 7 .1.° 5
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S:year-old Geor-;
“Mnsfield slast. week:.
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“==iEeTminorality Act’ 5 “When:1. woke fuptitawas |1
2SR ] Batarh, o g r e e ae s UL aWeS
Ertotalnumbeit of i mght-angdsomeone- had |
==zrapwunsiunierithe sAet % pulled 'the blankets off tis

first s1x.months of S St g
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bsaw 1t was a.cop-and ;
I tried_to cover myself™

“They. wanted;ing to'stnn
ap_bittFwas riaked -
shie eant: on “Thei e

v ore; three | catloads., ! s
,F;gllpgqgﬂ and-the wh. :

lildingewasfont - 111 );-
F T elt ke, a rea) -
‘criminal but e hyes
done nothmg We haven’t™
harmed,ahyone -

F€0rgina’ miscarred
days'beforé’the caze 3Ke-
bﬁdﬁthéﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂt?qandﬂth&i:
threat; to . her., continued:
cozexistenceiwith Wallie*
Iy 1l jﬁd:limer to lnse her -
Loy month pregnancy.

M {1 other. cases, Pohee
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to prevent further-
miscegenation ”

The Prohibition of
Mixed Marriages Bill
was one of the earliest
Pieces of legislation to
come before Parliament
after the Nationalists
swept to power 1n 1943

The subsequent
amendments to the Im-
maorality Act of 1927 were
essential to the further-
ance of the apartheid
philosophy.

Dr T E Donges, then
Minister of the Interior,
said 1 introducmng the
Prohibition of Mixed

P —

Marriages Bill in the As-
sembly mn May, 1949
“The object of this Bill 15
as far as possible to check
blood mixture, and as far
as possible to promote
racial purity

General Smuts, then
leader of the Opposition,
said all South Africans
agreed racial blood nmx-
ture was “an evil”
But he warned the Na-

tionalists “I think we are |

attempting 1 this Bill to
deal by legal means with
a big social question
which 1s not susceptlble
to legal treatment’

And while many
prominent Afrikaners
are increasmgly critical
of these laws, apartherd
wins, and shatters the
dreams of those torn
apart from people they
love — but happen to be
the wrong cz&nluur.
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A 'COUPLE who ‘attempt-
ed to have tercourse 1n
a’’car under a bridge. at
Observatory station while
‘a icrowd of giggling
schovlehildren stood
. earby, were sentenced
| Yesterday to eight ‘months

1 Imprischment suspended.

for three years VoL

[ ¢ Cedrm:Hai*ry'Bruwn;;z , 1
| of Montague Street, Mait-
land, and Linda Anne
Sampson,’ 18, of Lither
.Street, Steenberg, . had
Pleaded not guilty to a |,
charge- of contravening |
he Immorality Act on
February27- o
. Constable G J M van Zyl |
of the Railway Police tes. !
][ Ufied at a: previous hear-:|-
Ang that he reported for
duty at Observatory Sta-

3

hon ‘that-day, and saw a, [

crowd’ of children point-
ing ahdr.glgghng: at a car
Parked under 2, bridge,
‘He told the ‘courf he

- enlhureﬂ‘woman lying na-
ked on the'back seat,' °

| . The magistrate, Mr.TH
' | de’ Koker, ' said .that " the

. | had hot been aware of the
E i‘ children However, the of-

fence had 'beey; ' commt: -
ted‘in a ‘parkihg drea’ 1n’

he presence 'of the

iv s

b

public . :
. The court was: also

tions' of this nature ang

Suspended .»Sentence
would act ag 3 deterrent

« Mr G'P C Kotze, prosecuted "i
Brown:angd Sampson were not ‘| |

represented oo

1 found a .white man and a:

court realized the couple”

aware, he said, of the stig- ;
Ma attached to convie-

he ‘was satisfied that a

A )

e, .
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Town Regional Court I
magistrate fotr contraven. a
ng the Imimorality Act.
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Act: Wuplem

white man, and Sampson;

-

! eight mottth's imprlﬂnn of Lipher Street, Zyl of the Railwayvs Police accepted that Brown and

ment | (suspended foﬂfeSteanberg, pleaded not said that on February 27 2 coloured woman, naked Sampson were unaware of

three geam) by a Uaperiguilty to contravening the last vear he saw a group In the back seat the group of schoolchil-
of schoolchildien laugh-

Sergeant van Zyl said 1t
was clear they were hav-
mg sex *

dren watching them and |
that a suspended sentence
‘would act as a detellent.

ng and pointing at a car
parked under a bridge at
Ohservatory station

lternatwe charge of con-
to commilf an

| IS -

Cedric, Brown, 29, of immoral or indecent act
| Montague Street, Mart- At a mpevious hearing  When he got, close to The magistiate. Mr T H thrwqgt;l e aceated were
land, and ‘Lmda Sampson, Sergeant Gerhardus van the car. He saw ‘Brown, a de Koker, said the ¢purt not represented
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By MARTIN FEINSTEIN

JEFFREY TSHABALALA,
the 11-year-old black: chyld
Who has lived for'the past
three years with a whte

" family, has to gg- -

. -] (

1" mm from destitution
this week B
Widow, Mrs Beggre van der-
Merwe, 'cannot afford .t

+ keep Jeffrey and her ihree

dren ° SRR

died

new- home for' Jeffréy pe- )
., fore shesmoves from her’
|  home m.Belgravia; Johan.

* nesburg, to 4 more mogdest |

—
e e f
—

 flat - a ‘move that will
leave her’ 11-year-old- son
-Cyr1l heartbroken Pt
Cyril and Jeffrey haveé grown
*  a§ close as two apple pips,
they slee together, eat to-
‘gether, play together' : -
{ But nerther of them know yet
they are to be split up, 'and
e afnendshiP born when
Mr *‘Sakkie” van der
Merwe, — 'the unofficia]
‘mayor” of 'Belgravia and:
a.'flamboyant flouter™:of
.convention — brought
ﬁ{éleismffm , Jeffrey ‘into
t

I

"Natronalist home ,

- S 'As the two boys played out-

+8lde,:Mrs Van der Merwe
said “It 1s a tragic. thing,

. My husband* would have

wanted Jeffrey to stay
‘'with-us, bat I am Just not
8omnt.to be able
It nevepr” .

, iext to the couple’s bed ag -

der Merwe's last  days-
boys, speaking a
mixture of Eln
Afrikaans, cavor

: frisky goat. .. A
“I.don’t want him,to e’ put
’;wher_‘erh he is %ilqt
der Mer
%ﬂe frmeilrw
i Sow
*~from.lu§

e sard g
Jabulani

|
|
—_————

homeless
-, Visited hund 1n Belgravia /.

|| refused todllow Child Wel-
fare officials: to take Jef-

frey. away, .and scorned
' néighboursiicomplaints by
¢ saying' “This 15 a ehild ‘who
|+ was abandoned, and. po

¥
ly? I

.The “father” who rescyed-|fi

— 'and now.his |3

to, afford ||
An oxygen cylinilér stéud“ -
4 grim reminder of Mr Van™ {4

. . but, ountside fheal-} two: | ¥
Hm 818
Eahsh ,.Ial“gdw

. d withia .|]}
"' present Mr Va der Merwe {f

just before ug * _

happy,”’ |8

efo, but ran:awsps g
| . 1rofx aﬂ}PthE ]
|+ .- Once“smee“then-hase s |B

Last:year MEVz2n der Merwe' ||

. politics can take the pPlace

"W;'r 30 ghumapity!’ t

—

- =
— ————

! _ —
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! CHURCHMEN:are,pessims- | o}
3 tic about chprches“bemg "able®| 1d

. .-toa agree on’ amendments to].1

' the ~fized MarriagesAct.... L
"+ And they have accused the " .

A Nederdmtse Gereformeerde’

h: ,Kerk of being the stumbling | |

] es

. Act would "be ~amended. £ | dy
Jchurches ~* ‘reached | w
. agreement < RREITS ol N

;' Theres speculahnn mthm * 3

" the NGK about the role of the, |”

-

|

h

4

§, '~ Government, which somie bé- | 3

k hieve 18 alieagltuf} L@h@’NGK ai ).

Aot 1ts thanking Wi P .f?ii.? ﬁ?

AN : Others bqheve+1t1smd1ng it

' vehind the’,NGK's comtiiis g

'8 enttothestatus uu.f?ﬁf -

* Some fear the s { 1n the’ (

o~

11,.

P Natmnal Party will.seep mnto |
.+ the church, and that the N NGK

. can ho:lon 1er be Ell&l;lrt ;“E .

't ’"; .such contentious 155U€S 5 -2 &
1« "".Dg Herbert,Brand d”of ; l?
StephensNGKmCape;Ij Wil 5| 2,
described. the 1gsue, as deli

i'if'.- L

|

L © cate’ gesterday, N ;H \
" “TheNGK 1Y alises that I
!

v I

Mixed Marriages Act 157 ot
ii . bhased on, the scnptures, > he | 4

P -

\ Eald'i,lﬂfl Joon, ,J_H,,.:Wm
“But 1t ds it dl[ﬁcult o,

N
. rcan ‘'Bul Indlans, colour Fl
a and Africans are not prohub- 1
Sited from marrymg eacl}

: =y 0211 B
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Victims’of the
humiliating, law the
Prime Minister said

three years ago he
wanted to “improve’:

WALLY VENTER: who
has declared he will
change his race to
live wath the woman
‘he loves, GEORGINA
MANSFIELD

Immoralut

st|II unch AT
spite PM'’s S

L

»11{
5 T

"l'l.'
f;E 1'?-»1

'5

l',‘."
ﬁ.
)

1979

17

WHEN a 24-}'ear-uld wlnte
man, Wallie -Venter, re-'
cetitly declared he would
change his race to live with
the * coloured woman he
luves;rSuuth Africans were
harshly refinded that one
of -the'-cruellest and most
hummatmg apartheid laws

st1ll exists

In spite of Prime Min-
ister P W Botha’s state-
ment three years ago that
he would not “tolerate laws
that msult people” the Im-
morality Act — 1n 1ts origi-
nal form — 1s still a fact of
South Afncan life So too,1s
its ugly sister, the"Mixed

~ Marnages Act*
“~*The Prime Mimster gav&
. Bablical examples of mixéd”
marriages at a National
. Party.Congress n 1978, but
\ said such- unmnsﬁa’re

‘UIndesirable for practical:
reasms”
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statement
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1
1

SIXTY-EIGHT people were convicted r"under
the Immorality Act and 110 were prosecuted
in the second half of last year aloné.’ Three
years ago the Prime Minister, Mr P W Butha
said the law, and the Mixed Marriages Act,
were not'essential to preserve Afrlkanerdom
and that he would consider changes to'*im-
prove’’ them. Last week he told Parliament he
was still waiting for suggestions, and this
week it was reported that some of the ‘major
Afrikaans, .English and’ black churches had
met to discuss a uniform aproach. ANGELA
GILCHRIST  takes a look at the law that has
raised more controversy and caused the Gov-
ernment more embarrassment than any
_other:: v

Tl E ol 1 ..H,,-ll‘

% L

#y | ¢ o &

broken the law,. thus ' weaker position m-prevail-

destroying their intimacy “ mg circumstances?, might

and privacy o ¢ be vulnerable to {‘exploita-
~Wallie, ;% . Venter’s tion by white men” "~

gurlfiiend, “25-year-0ld g e
Georgina Mansfield, gave y—t . | =

'I'l‘l'iﬂ i e e e -u-l..‘-
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ﬁWhat ~was, more” eVery:|
1

o

< common-law * lmpedlment
“on 'people’s conduct{ en- }

{1 **PTo8gcuLionsagainst * .,
f]*-luvers: of “Ehffermg races

pE

L

hewe ehewn a. deereeee

C | SIee the Premler SUr-

prised the country with his
intentron of ““\mproving”

the Immerallty Act

. “The total ;number of
eunv:etlens mnder the Act

for the first six months of
1981 was 55 In 1980, 98 peo-
ple were eunweted while
222 people’ were eenvmteﬂ
in 1979 |

In the year 19‘?7,"?3 295

: peu::ple were charged, while

355 peeple were charged n
1978/79 However, this fig-
ure Is “shghtily l:ugher than
that for the year 1975/76
when' 316 peeple were
charged - ,

‘The head of the Pehee

Media-Liaison Department x

Col Chris Coetzee, said the
pohice did not “epemfleally
look for anyhody breakmg
the law's.rv + 5 1!

; We follow up all crimes -

reperted by informers or
people who lay charges, Ob-

- vmusly though, if durmg the

course «0f our duties we
came eereee someone
breaking'the law, we would
ivestigate the case.”. |

But riobody has yet' heen
able to 'offer vleble sugges-
tlens for improvements to
thé Act that the Prime Min-
ister indicated he wanted

The Immurallty end
Mlxed Marriages Acts are
deeply rooted in the philos-
ophy of apartheid and re-
garded by many as the very
foundation of the system. -

It was generally felt that

to scrap the laws™ would
mean sereppmg other leg-
1slation and unply a change
of course that the Guvern-
ment was clearly not' pre-
pared to take. But those
who argued for their aboli-
tion said - that i view of the
broad ! dleeppreval of' sex
across ad;he -colour ‘ltne, the'
small number of peeple
who indulged 1n 1t made the’
laws superfluous They also
pornted to the considerable )
cost 1n humaneuffenng

; Prneeeutlene have led te
suicides, 'numerous

mixed” enuplee‘lieve been
forced to leave the country,
hnmes have been broken,

. and even those -who escape
- convictlion are left with a

stigma that can;never be
erased .-.;: 54 - ;
The lead-up to preseeu-
tion gener;ellj,r means police
barging 1 on ‘a couple to

" igather proof that they have

mght and someone had
pulled the blankets off us

“Isawit wasacopand I
tried to cover myeelf They

' wanted me to stand up but I

was nal;:ed ! E
“There were three car-

loads of policemen and the’

whole building® was out
watching us I felt hke a
real crimmnal, but we have
done nuthmg We hevent
harmed anyone”

Georgina miscarried
days before the case She
said the anxrety and the
threat to her continued co-

existence with Wallhie had
caused her to Ieee her four-

month pregnan o

In other eaees pehee
have methedleally
searched premises, felt
beds to see whether they’
were warm on both sides
and taken hair samples
from sheets to determine
" their racial origmn

Bedding has been, se1zed
and photographs have been
taken of suspects.to prove
they were caught 1n the act
of “immorality”

" Sometimes suspects suf-
fer the indigmty of police-
men using binoculars, two-.
way 'radios and tape
recorders, and intimate
examinafions by a district
surgeon '

Those who are aganst
the Act also pomnt out that
one of the country’s main
population groups, the col-
oured people, are the direct
result of miscegenation

Surely, say those who
Wmh to see the laws
scrapped from the Statute

Book, they are msulting-to -

coloureds as they imply'‘an
“1llegality, 1f not a demal of

" thelr existence' ’

But Nationalists, have
said dividual judgment
and public opinion were not

‘enough to, deter peeple !
s from sexual reiatlens
- across the colour bar

. If that were true, 1t could
be said that decent ‘people
did not steal or murder, and
logically, laws against
these crimes should also’ he
done away with'

The legislation was net
discriminatory, they ar-

gued, as any white person |

mvulved was , also prere
ecuted, -

The Immerehty Act ‘was
there to give protection to
coloured, Asian and black

women whe, “due to their |

. “When' I woke up it ‘.nvee’

croached upon people’s
lives and resulted in suffer-
g to thetr next of kin

Said one Nationahist MP
“Most coloureds are proud
of their identity and want to
matntain 1t The purpose of
the law 1s to prevent fur-
ther m:seegenetlen ?

* The Prolbtion of Mixed
Marriages Bill was one of
the earliest pieces of legis-
lation to come before Par-
Tlament after the National-
15tS swept to power 1n, 1948 -

The subsequent amend-
ments to the Immorahty
Act of 1927 were essential
to the furtherance of the
aparthetd phlosophy

Dr T E Donges, then Min-
1ster; of the Interior, said in
mtroducing the Prohibition
of Maxed Marriages Bill 1n
the ASsembly i May, 1949
“The ohject of this Bill is as
far 'as possible.to check
bleod omaxture, and as far as
peemble to promote racial
purity.”

General Smuts, then
leader of the Opposition,
said 'all South Africans
agreed- ractal blood mx-
ture was ‘an evil”

But he gerned the Na-
tionalists *I think 'we are
attempting mn this Bill to
deal by legal means with a
big social question which 1s
not susceptible to legal
treatment ”

While ‘many prominent
Afrikaners are increasingly
critical- of the Immorality
Act, the law 15 still there

. Until it 18 repealed or dras- |

tically 'amended, the lives
of more people will be shat-
tered ‘because those. they
love happen fo be theswrong } -
colour

t Vo
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Latest
‘sports

results

and reports
appearn1the
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Pietersburg’s In-
dian  township,
Jan and Sherm
Whiteley are liv-
ing together
gquietly—and just
as quietly break-
ing three laws of

Par}mament ,:fw’hﬂe* -

the police ook
the>other way. .

The laws are the
Jmmorality Aet,

o Pt by 2

11-1--*.- ﬂ"-""'-

especially, 1t8 sex-

acrossihe-colourhne
Section -16, the

Mixed. "-LMarnages

Act, and’;the Group
Areas Act. -

To breal all these
three mpleces of
apartheid legislation
openly and to have
the police tgnore
the whﬂla thing
would be nirvana to
a Iot of South Afri-
cans of all colours,

. People who nNOW
fear. the , knock on
the door at night,
the tap on the win-
dow, the invasion of
a police squad, the
snooping from be-
hind trees and
bushes, the exami
pation of bedsheets
for, warmth, stains
and (har samples
and the whole
messy-fleshy bush
Nessy

Iz Durban pop
gtar Steve Fal-
sar Tecelves VvisIis
from the police
while he 1s in bed
with his while
:Emnd Mamianne,

The . cops knock
on the door politely,
find the couple cosi-
Iy blanketed, givé a
little morality les-

S0
Compassmnate

hey mzin Y
it difficult Tor us.

We try to be ‘com-

passionate, @ nd
wa*‘ re awareg' 1:|he
Gnvemment 18 mﬂ re

sy}

relaxed on_this, S0 h

we're not charging
you. But, i future,

Il-EF? TR

. you mustn’t du 1:1113

-y

=+

_ .

—

churches,

'ﬁ';-‘]‘

-
o
-

%ﬂ'ﬂ- DM Wh OWTRVEL WA 1h e -

fan and Sherin Whitely — hving in Nirvana.

the Immorality Act
s growing fast:

more +than 50
percent of whites

want to abolish the

offensive racial Sec-
fion 16y °

Unbiblical

In, Panliament this
moenth the Prime
Mimister, Mr Botha,
said he woulid wait
untit the churches
spoke with one
voice before amend-
ing the tiwo Acts.
He claimed two of
the biggest Dblack
with
8-million adherents,
did net want the
Acts changed, and
the biggest white
church, the Ned
Geref Kerk, didn’t
either

The Primme Minis-
ter seems fto have
heen badly advised.
Tn the fmrst place
the NGK no longer
regards inter-racial
sex or mxed mar-
riages as unbibheal
but only “extremely
undesirable.”

Secondly, black
theclogians deny
that two black chur-
ches exist with a

combhineg 8 million
members,

“The 27 active 1m-
dependént  African
churches have a
membersh,up” of
abnut“ “45 ' milion,
w1 tﬂi"‘?a perhaps™ ‘an-
othef ™4 'millton M
the * mainhne chur-
ches,” %ays an ex-
pert, the Rev P
Makhubun “And 1o
person ¢an speak
for all the mdepen-
dent churches, AS
far as 1 know eveh
the .big Zion Chms-

T

- tlan**s(}hurch fis non-

“{fﬂi‘xmuttal on t h e

o A s

argument n mtigs-
tqomm of the sen-
tence.”

-The sentences the
lawyer speaks about
are gettmg compa-

twe].y rare,, So far
fhg! year” Zhere ‘has
been “one conviciion
every three days,
which s little com-
pareg to the days
when the police
Jaunched  snooping
blitzes, when a lkuss
could lead to a sum-
mary arrest .and
when men ¢Om-
mitted suicide ‘on
Teceiving a sum-
mong wifth the
words *“Section 16"
on 1t.

Today a number
of churches have
committed them-
selves to defy the
law 1 contracting
marmages between
people of different
colour. ;

Mr P W Bm‘ha
sa2ys publicly the
two -laws

holy cows. His Cab-
inet namesake, Pik,
says he “{::amn’t

morally defend dis- |§

ermination based on
the colour of a man’s
skin alone”

In i1ts 1978 nation-
al synod decision
the NGK-:says “dif-
ferences 1n rehligion,
sorial structure, cul-
turala- paﬁtmsuranﬂ
bhiological” «descent”
wouldrsmake mixed
‘Mmarriages undesi-
rable for ag long as
“the 1mpeding fau-
tors exist” ,

Now the chur-
ches, at a February

meeting in St
George’s Church,
Parktown, _ v have

‘drawn up a sertes of
questions ' they will
‘have to amswer for

“msulf
people” and are not-
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f'nicetiesyin” Pretoria, ™
. There.the fuzz butts -
" inona coupled pair |
, .and -go” through: the - -
; Paraphernalia of sex
{tests. -The 'whte
'woman and her
" black lover cool -it:-
'in the!clink -for six -
months, -
' In  Johanneshurg,

whites' (not lawful
Junder the ‘Mixed.
. Marnage law) and
- enfertain police of-
ficers.at the'recep-
tion. A white” dairy -
farmer Tiveg
"his -Japanese -wife,

T,

'with ministerial per-' , ', ‘Adll]tt}l'}"x

mssion, Yet poet
+ Breyten ‘. Breyten-
bach was allowed to
- bring his Viet,

Lotus, with him for

only a three:month® " " -

visit " after years of,
“nyets” from Prel:
toria, / o
A few samples
like these show that
;the Immorahity  Act -
I8’ in tatters. And
the Mixed Marriage
Act in disarray. = ;
*,So’ is’ the “publi¢’
attitude towatdsy,

with -

,1he most, ambigu.

" ous attitude..-to - the
SeX laws as that of
our servants of the

law. ., .
1 rIn]
they 'look away from
the Whiteleys, .1n
.~ Durban ' they- ‘gwe
homilies- to Steve

' Fataar, 'in many
LChinese. . marry L "4 parts ‘of Johannes-- .

‘burg .théy yviwn and

xefill the. coffee 4
when a- com-

‘mugs -

plaint 15 made, else-’

© wiiere they ‘' look

' passionately ' undep

. the bed, and into 1t
"~ J" -

4

fii}.l’“I such selective

.7 prosecutiong” can :bel

“proved would, 'the
s Drootf

'+ Thele 18 1o abro-

gation of 'statutory
“law, only of com-

mon' law . such as®
aduliery.

when
stopped being a
‘Crime 1 South
Afrrea:?

, lawyer. . . .

“So thefact -that,
half .the .population

gets prosecuted - and

L L |
} ' 1, 'the ather ) half not, .
them A recent.-Rap-_ . : ;

= does aet @ffect ‘the

port -survey. .shows i Oty But- T would

fhat opposition to

E"—l-ll--r- —

certamly; use - that

—_— _—

Pxeteml;urgr

v “HEI:S;"! ?Wuhe‘*tl;hl S
: Tegard  the "circim.

A

: Ca ' En}"
Ilamese,WIfe,; Gﬂldﬂi‘nﬁ ptf % &wjmght 193] murrr{'?t 4
i

- Synod

Ll

—_

8ays one:

-,

Tiheindelves T bBefors -
Speaking- -to the

'Government with a
single-voice, ‘
L

 Synod
These includa

whether : the chur.
~ches have junsdie.

r
+F

" ;hqn over the choice

of. marmage part-
er..they

- Stances which led-to
thie Fmmorahty Act

~+ 33 years ago. shil

justified the im.

* -plementation of the
., Act) -and whether
. they* are” prepared

to ask the Govern.

-ment to' elimmate
the .racial aspect of
the laws.

For, the next few ‘
i'years: - begmnmg:
with the “bg” NGK,
an  Qctober,
the “servants of: God~:
and Man . will _be’
chewing ' over -the .
' answers. .
The tattered, (dis-:
« arrayed, - illogieal,
racial and-unbibliczl
"“Immorality andg
Mixed ! Marriages -
Acts' may vamsh,
into the sunset. of

5 y-apartheid? chut” mogt
44 Tikely ‘?méjth ‘the afgné%
[« 5 nsmeg- slown

€% of i;,,
!hngeyﬂgm AL

-




If

provercsa

Hhi-leadersmp Puf the wm:e Nederdults Gereformeerde- - .

‘Kerk (NGK) has catégorically refused to support propesals Bv } K P SERED rﬁTEim‘:
that the Prohibition of Mived Marriages Act and Section Six :f v e e ,
of the Immorality Act be repealed.

Neither will 1t recommend to the general synod, o be held 1n
October, that the NGK withdraw 1ts backing for those laws which
forlid marriage and sex between black and white

This was made clear at a private meeting of representatives of sonal matter, but also had a politi-
churches held 1n Johannesburg in February The meeting followed a cal sigmficance Thus, 1n “special
meeting 1n August last year when the leaders of four multiracial circumstances”, the State should
English-language churches asked Prime Minister ‘“Interfere” in the free choice of
PW Botha to repeal the two laws The churches were the Presbyte- partners
rian Church, Church of the Province 1n South Africa (Anghcan),

: He explained that such a
Methodist Churchﬂand the Congregational Church of South Africa special situation” arose when the
Mr Bo.ha told the delegation  coptracting of racally mxed
¥ iy that Afrikaans and somé ‘other  marmages threatened to destabi-
churches supported the laws He  pge-relations in a multiracial and
could take no action on this legis- multimational sotiety
_ lation -until all churches spoke . « .
Ei. Nile | with one voice on the matter The Thus “interference” of the State
Prime Mimster suggested the  undersuchcircumstances must be
C. Nkal | churches agree first accepted by the church as an ex-

PR Y Iy VT BF Sl TIAT P, S N wird  Jma  crasrdarashiMaad

'EPTH-bI“I""u:u-..n.h._'-.'J-.._-v -l
.ﬂmuﬂ.m”ﬁ

nations and the diversity of na-
tions would be destroyed”

The NGK spokesman stressed
that marriage was not only 3 per-

traordinary measure In the South - J
{  The inter-church conference in African situation the church must

D. NOwe | johannesburg was attended by  warn aganst mixed marriages be-

' leaders of EHEIISh'IEHEUHEE cause of the social structures, the
S. Nsil | churches; the white NGK, the co-  welfaye of the marriage partners ]
loured NG Sendingkerk, the and of the children

lic Church and th )
%‘:gfmfh &Eﬁ" ¢ Anreh and te During the debate the Rev Peter

dent of -
M. Ntse The NGK’s key men attended Eirguﬁﬁhﬁhigiﬂﬁﬁﬂrl

| They were Ds Kubqs Potgieter  ipe co-pperation of the NGK m the
M. Oewi | (acting-Moderator), Dr Dirk repeal of the Prohibition of Mixed )

, | Fourie (actuary), Dr Pierre Ros-  Marriages Act although it held dif- |
M. Olig | souw (the chief executive officer), Yerent fmws & T

and Ds-Tappies Moller (editer of

E. ‘Die Kerkbode" the mouthpiece of But 1n bus fesponse Dr Fourie, , ¥
S.E. Ol the NGK), B tipped as the next Moderator, U™

made 1t clear that the chance of P
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