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states will be able to, use
homeland ID documbnts
in the Apni 27 election,
Bhthranskel, Bo-
phuthatswana, Cigkei

!

and Venda citizens who

oy

do not have identity
papers must apply for
. South African documents

at .the Department of
Home "Affairs or magis-
trate's offices in South
Africa. Green South Afri-
can,ID cards 1ssued since
1950, the blue IDsts{sued
since 1972, green’IDg 18-
sued, since 1980 and_ref.
erence books issued
since 1950 are also valid,
—— Staff Reporte

dﬂli."iélis of the TBVC
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BUSINESS DAY, Monday, January 3 1994
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~ -+ MORE than 7-mllion people re-
_uogamed ther SA cilizenship on
New Year’s Day, simultaneously
-~ mgaimmng the right to vote i the
: .-April 27 election with their home-
~—dand i1dentity documents.

«ww The Home Affairs Department
~ “4esterday remmded SA’s new cit-
"+« ZENS that they need not apply for SA
>* S-{dentity documents if they had docu-
ments issued by any of the TBVC

- ferritories

"™ The decision effectively sidesteps a

- ' tonfrontation with the Bophutha-
““tswana government, which has re-

‘-"Bortedly threatened to deprive its
‘citizens of the right to live in the

“ 7 ferritory if they apply for SA 1dentity

< »“documents

~*Z The department re-emphasised
* “tat green 1dentity cards 1ssued smnce
g biue identity documents 1ssued
since 1972, reference books issued to
s« blacks since 1950 and ID books issued
by the TVBC states would all be ac-

_2 'teptable for voting x
- Legislation came nto effect on
“« “fanuary 1 1 terms of which TBVC
_ -tatizens would automatically regain

" their SA citizenship.

A large number of these people had
identity documents 1ssued by their
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are ruled by military dictators and

't *the government of the fourth, Bophu-
pos- -:“thatswana, was restored to

power

sessed SA reference books, the de-  when the SA Defence Force crushed a

partment said.
These people would be eligible to

to them not to overburden the depart-
ment unnecessarily by applying for

T

4

vote 1n the election, it said, appealing —m

.-+~ military coup attempt agamst it.

During last year’s debate in Parha-
Western Cape leader of the

DP, Ehnﬁue E:ster, said the fact that
a pen stroke and one and a half pages

SA identypy d ts before the  of legislation restored citizenship to
dﬂﬂﬂﬂm%ma%?g ) "residents of the TBVC states under-
People dn e any of geored the futility of grand aparthed.

these documents could apply for SA —

identity documents but, since the ter-
ritories in question were still
pendent, this would have to be done
inside SA at Home Affairs depart-
ment offices or magistrate’s offices.

Our pohtical staff reports that
Home Affairs Mimster Danie Schutte
said during debate on the Restoration
and Extension of South African Citi-
zenship Bill that the measure meant
residents of the TBVC states could
taREpartintheelecﬁunasfu]lSA
citizens. "

They were unilaterally deprived of
therr SA vcitizenshp when the four
homelands became officially inde-
pendent — Transkel in 1976, Bophu-
thatswana in 1978, Venda in 1380 and
Ciske1 1n 1881.

Today, three of these homelands

- —
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»-In 1991, it was estimated there
were 3458200 people in Transkel,

inde- . 5419600 in Bophuthatswana, 557 400
.. in Venda and 946 600 in Ciskei

&+ However, most of these people are

children and it is estimated that 3,29-
million people 1n the four homelands
are over the age of 18 — 15,7% of the

' total electorate

With an estimated further 4,77-mul-
lion voters in the six non-independent
homelands — 22,7% of the total elec-

¢ torate — nearly 40% of the voters m

the April 27 election will be resident
in former homelands, and they could
have a sigmficant nfluence on the
outcome of the election

The TBVC territories are to be for-
mally remcorporated into SA on
April 27. .
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> Slow, wheels_of;bureaucracy . . . hundreds of people queue up in vain every day for identity document
.7 muw__n_"_n:m in Tembisa on the East Rand. PICTURE GEORGE MASHININ!
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Long wait in
ID queues

in Tembisa
St ] Qe
B STAFF REPORTERS

The Kempton Park Home Affairs
Department came under fire this
week for the mefficient handling
of thousands of identity docu-
ment applications in Tembisa on
the East Rand.

Up to 500 people a day queue
up at the makeshuft otnice

Many people, like crippled
Raymond Mbatha, told The Star
they had been waiting for two
days without being attended to

The office has been in opera-
tion for three weeks, staffed by
four Home %mmu.m Emwmmuﬁ and
betwee d volun-
teers mﬂ%\ \%N

Gerniiston regional director
Pieter Hartzer said “We do not
have more people who can help,
but are doing as much as we
can The problem 1s that people
come without the necessary doc-
uments and many of them are
not South African citizens.”

He said many people from Cis-
ke and Venda were applymng for
a special stamp on their identity
document which would enable
them to vote m the April elec-
tion The office, however, had
not receved the stamp, Tembisa
ANC election admimstrator Jo-
seph Phasha said.

L

il P W ey ' - e el

i
y

gt gl




u_._.m L PN O '
. o 1+ b Y S

O KHAYELITSHA QUEUE P

otential voters wait to apply for ID documents at the
Home Affairs offices in Khayeltitsha ;
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LJMOBILE UNIT: ID document-seekers wait to have therr photographs taken at

the Home Affairs mobil

-

e unit in Airport Industria

8l New ID documents
for voters are bemng
processed by mobile
units at a rate of
Knots by temporary
Home Affairs workers.
Weekend b.mm_zm _Reporter

HOME Affairs officials are
working long hours to en-
sure that thousands of po-
tential voters in Pemnsula
townships have ID docu-
ments 1o fime to make their
mark on April 27

Cruciai to this effort are
the department's seven rov-
Ing mobhle umts which pro-
cess ID document applica-
tions

The units, confrolled fromr )

the department’s Nyanga of-
fice, visit townships n terms
of a programme devised in
conjunction with political
parties and other organisa-
tions

Communities 1n Khayeht-
sha, Langa, Guguletu, Nyanga
and Mitchell's Plain have
benefitted from the registra-
tion drive

The umts are housed in
caravans and egqupped with
cameras, photocoplers and
generators to allow for the
m,ummnw completion of applica-
ions

Each one has a director
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Fictures DOUG PITHEY, Weekend Argus

LIVOTER PHOTO: Matilda Gqada prepares to take Guguletu resident Elia Leben-
ya's ID document photo at a Home Affairs mobile unit in Airport Industria

and mmne specially employed
lemporary workers to deal
with the paperwork and pho-

tography

They each handle between
200 and 250 applications a

day, which means that the
Nyanga office receives about
2 000 ID document requests
daily

These take between s1x and
12 weeks toprocess With just

over three months left to
election day a Home Affairs
spokesman conceded time
was runmng short.

“But we are working day
and mght to fimsh the work,”
he said
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evacuations and ensure sta- | has been

running and Jorod T e
bilisation of patients, This | these would continue through the election
would improve survival | .and be used by the

chances by up to 40%." "~ | ernment as a key part of its concept of

Government battles to meet

demand for, ID dock

ABOUT 55 000 Bophuthatswana resi- #
dents applied for SA identity docu-
ments in December and the Hom
Affairs De
hard to issue them, spgkesman Niel
du Bois said yesterda 2‘%35

Du Bois denied Cosatu’s »
northern Transvaal office that.
Bophuthatswana citizens would not

be able to vote with their tory's
documents. 3
He appealed C citizens to -

apply for SA identity documents only .
if they did not possess official docu-
mentation. . o i w &

As far as SA was concerned, na-,
tionals of self-governing territories
could hold dual ecitizenship, but Bo- |
phuthatswana authorities said this *
was not permitted.. -. o

Cosatu northern Transvaal region-
al secretary Joe Selau sajd the feder-”
ation would take up at national level ,’
the issue of Home Affairs not being’
allowed to take mobil¢'units into Bo- =
phuthatswana to p applica- -
tions. *’ o ‘

Du Bois said was “a political
decision, but residents are free to
apply outside the ‘borders, After all, .
after January 1 they were regarded
as SA citizens) - —

He said Home Affairs was investi-
gating how many people in Bophutha-
{swana required identity documents'

partment was working '

Boa

¥
torensure there were enough staff to

’ prucess applications.
' % Selan put the number at between

1,8-miliion and 2-million and said Co-
gatu felt it was “not good enough”
that people had to travel to SA to get
what was rightfully theirs,

Bophuthatswana Information Ser-
vice spokesman Alwyn Viljoen de-
pied residents had been threatened
with deportation if they applied for
SA identity documents.

“Our view is that individuals
should be free to live and work where
they want to, and we do not force
anybody residing in Bophuthatswana
to become a citizen of the country.”

He said Home Affairs was meant
to supply Bophuthatswana authori-
ties with a list of all residents who
applied for SA documentation, but he
did not think this was being complied
with. Du Bois was unaware of the
requirement.

Meanwhile, Du Bois sald Home Af-
fairs was "“taking strain” in process-
ing the ever-increasing number of
identity document applications.
Some 70 000 were received in the last
week of December alone, he said.

The upsurge in applications for SA
documentation suggested that many
South, Africans wanted to vote.

gpve:
post-clection ANC gov-  SOme]
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. A]iens hopinﬁ
to vote seek

RBY |v.|n:;nlvmm|n.|"4t:u?q'.||:|'|.|s|vcri

PRETORIA BUREALS ~:

South Afriea hatz about 15 000 1i- j
legal immigranis who appear to )
be trying very hard to obtain |
identity documents to vote in the i
April 27-29 general election. ,
This was disclosed by Home :
Aflairs Minister Danie Schutie !
who said in Preioria yesterday | |
that strenuous ef.fortsi were :
being made to prevent the éast- :
ing of fraudulent votes, :
Schutte said thai while iden- ;
:
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tity documents — official IDs,

voter cards, the old green ID
cards, reference books or pass-

poris — were acceptable for vot-

ing, 0,3 percent of the population

were in the country illegally. |
. This' figure consti 15 000

ilt ters{ . :
o st i 7R

that;among people who were re-
pairiated less than 1 percent
had falsified ID documents.
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The ballot paper 1sthe piece of paper
onwhichyouvote The names ofall
the parties contesting the election
will appear on a list

Each party's logo wtll appear next
to its name on the same hine, fol-
lowed by the party’s imtials and a
photograph of its leader Attheend
of the line 1s an empty space

DIKWANKWETLA PARTY
OF SOUTH AFRICA

:.T P ﬁ_wwﬁ ﬂ_,_, :

You are only allowec
one party, by placing an X or any
other mark 1n the space nextto the
party that you support

It 1s not yet clear whether there
will be one ballot paper or two at
the election, but the form of the
ballot paper will not change

INKATHA FREEDOM
PARTY

NATIONAL PARTY

PAN AFRICANIST
CONGRESS

XIMOKO PROGRESSIVE
PARTY

AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS

DEMOCRATIC PARTY _

- il

Thia g 3 sarmplo and ol an olkoal Ballad | apor sang ol the 100V P oS o iy chiooto nol
to purticipate in the elections (Rhers not shown may enter the cfection Some parties may
also attar their symbols when regisienng lor the glechons The order m which parigs are

fisted will be determined by bot
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4-million ID cmow_om_ and

Doubling the number of staff
inSouth Africa’s Home Af-
fairs offices has failed to
meet the increased demand
for ID documents in our
country.

A backlog of 3 8 ml-
honapplications fornew 1Ds
has accumulated at Home

SOt o
e Affairs can't

q
dopet

will be 1ssucd on the spot
from Home Aflairs oflices.
The IEC will also in-
troduce mobile units that
will fravel into townships
and rural areas to issue
Temporary Voter’s Cards.
To qualify for a
Temporary Voter’s Card,

Affair( 2. mmﬂnﬂ you will need

Even with its n-
creased capacity, these of-
fices willonly be capable of
issuing another 1 8 million
IDs before the election on
Aprid 27th.

Tomake up the short-
age, the IEC will infroduce
Temporary Voter’s Cards,
which can be presented in

place of an ID at voting sta-
tions.

The cards will be
availablein early March, and

MA passport-size
pthotograph and

B Proof of identity
and age [hiscanbecanyof
the following

* a passport

* birth certificate

* primary school

document |

FFor further informa-
tion telephone 0800
113937, free of charge

1 ND EPENDENT
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2-million
PRETORIA — Nearly 2-million eligible

Or temporary voter's cards with only seven

weeks to go before polling, according to
Home Affairs’ latest figures

g the past foyr weeks an average
of 34 500 applicationg was received darly,

In the past week 30000 documents had
been issyed

000 people had
old reference books, the number of first

applicants now bemg processed was
57 000, and 132 gp t

POLICE had agreed to set
up a joint operations centre
at a taxi rank in Bekkers.
dal, on the West Rand, as

part of efforts to restore dertakings

order in the township, a took place 1n Pretoria

Source said at the weekend Meanwhile, Inkatha Police said a persop arrest-
Police also agreed to Transvaal deputy chair- after the incident was

step up patrols at the rank, man Humphrey Ndlovy stll in custody

which the Inkatha Freedom Ndlovy alleged that the

Party says 15 the Scene of
most violent incidents in
the township

grenades

Police confirmed that a
meeting at which these up-

Person who threw hand-

mourners in Bekkersdal

voters without IDg

cards had been issyeqd

Processing, the Spokesman said, stil
took from four to seven weeks Those ap-
Plying for documents after February 1

start of the polling, )

A Human Sciences esearch Caunei]
political analysis centre sad the count and
the announcement of

up to four days

because of the intimidation of viplepce
A suggestion by President FW de Klerk

that regional “re-election” could then be

considered had not beep “well recerved.”
The spokesman saiq 5 re-election 1n one

region could have a domypno effect leadin
to chaos (2 &2 5‘%
Report by G Reily™TML, 218 Verrmsilen )

eight days ago, killimg an
Inkatha Supporter, was g
black policeman

“We are collecting ev;-
dence and will subm;t 1f to
the police shortly,” he said.

were agread

Political comment In this issus by .J Jones
newabilts by T Biszekar headlines and sup-
editing by V Strauss a)) of 11 Diagonal
Straet Johsnnesburg

at Inkatha
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.21,6-m can now vote

|

!

:

|
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g ' The Department of Home  applications for ID docu-
»Affairs said i Pretoria  ments on behalf of the

; yesterday that 21,6 mi- IEC in Bophuthaiswana

“lion people now had the People who applied for

uright to vote next ROy
! month’s elections th:elll;smagos m;;z téllraénnilghg
i sad tnat there had ™ o0 oot temporary

been a substantial i1n- : ~
. ih ber of Yorers cards must collect
Lrease m ihe numuer of 4o documents at the of. .-

hdentity doctiments sent fice where appheations’ |

Ito applicants this month. were made. —- Erjﬁ_ia )

' The department said Bureaw{ =2,
! ESIIIBE last week, mﬂb.lle (Report by N Shandler, 216 Varmeulen ‘[ -
{ | ‘units had been accepting  seer, retoria) o

g .
] F b T ! # a3
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ATLEAST 96 percent of potential vot-
ers already have rdentification docir-
ments enabling them to vote, the De-
Partment of Home Affairs sard yester-
day i ['E:: [G[ 7 - L S
In a statement the epartment said
21850 116 of an estimated total “of |-
22709 152 voters as determined by %1&
Central Statistical Services had their
documents by last Friday iy
. The department remanded the publi
that 1ts regional and district offices
would be open on Family Day (Apri 4)
dnd Founder’s Day (Apri 6) enablmg
them to apply for the necesgary, docu-
ments —Sapal 2 = o Youmpet
“ (Report h}LE van Wyk, 141 ¢Smmidsione
l *:S*treqt, Johannesburg ) o *
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Most yoters h \Cf? IDsj

NINETY-SIX percent of poien 41 voters are 1n pos-
session of 1dentification documents for voting 1n the
electlon, the Derartment of Home Affairs sai1d this

week.

Altogether 2185 116 of an estimated 22 709 152
voters as determined by the Central Statistical Ser-
vices had thelr documents by last Friday The re-
gional and district offices would be open on Family
Day tomorrow aninu ders Day Wednesday —

Sapa L2
an Wyk, 147 LommSsioner §t, Johanieshurg)

{Report by
e

LV i -
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should be

able 10

By Carl Peters

EVERYBODY who apphies for the
necessary documents to vote i the
commg elections will get their docu-
ments 10 ttme and wall definitely vote,
the Department of Home Affairs sard
yesterday

Mr Charles Theron, a spokesman
for the department, said they were
copng with the demand for docu-
ments and were processing about
26 000 voter cards a day

He said that just under a
million people have been
~ 1ssued voter cards smce
they were 1ntro duced 1n
Febrary this yeat.

Documents to vote

He said there were only
823 353 people whose
documents were still out-
standing These people
needed the docusnents to
vote 1n the elections which
are only 18 days away
“Provided everybody
applies, they will vote
Our office hours have
been extended and we
were open on both public
hohdays which fell on
Monday and Wednes-
day,” he said

_ﬂ-l-*—

YO

A recently co
showed that there were 22 709 152

potential voters (Z%g)

Temporary iDs .. .
A total of 21 885 799 citizens had the
necessary documents — 1dentity

books, temporagy 1Ds or vote rds,
he said i ﬁ

Residents 10 homelands who

gualified to vote could use the wden-
tity documents 1ssued to them by the
homeland authorites, he said
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ext time it

&5' ﬁere and take them to Hume

BY SI‘IANNI]N NEII.I.

HUNDREDS of people
gathered on the Grand
Parade in Cape Town last
week to take part in a mock
election to see if they would

know how to cast their
votes on April 27 and 28.

“We are basically teaching peo-
ple how to vote,” said the head of
the ANC voter education task
team, Ms Rashieda Abdullah

“We explain to them what to
expect on the day We explan that
it’s a secret ballot

“We find out whether they have
an 1dentity document and if they

don’t we help them fill in the form

Affawrs ”

People at the mock election said
it was useful to get a chance to
practise voting

“Many people don’t understand
how to vote In the Western Cape
many people are i1iliterate I never
went to schoo! so T didn’t under-
stand votmg — now I do,” said Mr
Frederick Bloem

Mr Shepard Kama said he
brought s elderly mother to the
mock election because she was
afraad of voting

“Now she understands 1t so she
says she will vote,” he said

@ As election day draws closer
the Department of Home Affaurs 1s

's for real . . e

bemg swampad w1th ap 1cations
for identity documents, according
to acting regional representative,
Mr Pierre de Vilhers

A Home Affaiwrs report shows
that 104 089 i1dentity document
applications were receirved 1n

January, 103 076 i February and
100 963 1x March

A further 168 005 applications
have been received at the mobile

units which go into different areas
each week é @)
Mr De Vllllers says everyone
who applies for an identity docu-
ment now 1s 1ssued with a tempo-
rary voter’s card so that they can
still vote even though they won't

have 1dentity documents
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About 70‘!/10 q
in Trangf( i

p

have no ID

East London — The Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission esti-
mates that in Transkel alone, 88
many as 1 million people still do
not have any, form of identity
document. ’ B ek

there are only 1.4 million voters }
in the homeland. So, by the IEC's
estimation, about 70 percent do
not have voting documents. |
There are just over; $million
on.
e a

overy
er troreglor, <
e [EC is trying
daily average utlfil’ﬂggagem- !
porary voter cards fn time for

the eletton, — Echa. 1 ‘
(109 High 3L, Grahamtoﬂ ;

.
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Fake IDs not linked to

election fraud, say police -

s STEPHANE BOTHMA :)- ?)

THE discovery of a large number of fake 1dentity docu- .

ments in Johannesburg by the SAP’s syndicate fraud unit
last week was not linked to attempted election fraud, the
police said at the weekend.

All indications were that the 1llegal activities at Vrede
Peace Immigration Verteenwoordigers 1 Lancet Hall
and Peace Immigration Consultants i Medical Centre,
both 1n Jeppe Street, were aimed solely at providing false
identity documents to 1llegal immigrants, Col Eugene
Opperman saxd. #

Although two men allegedly nvolved in 'the scam
handed themselves over to the syndicate fraud umt on

| Friday, Opperman said mvestigations continued. Howev-

er, no further “significant” arrests were expected
Nobelo Titus Noko from Meadowlands and Mpotzi
Elphas Khumalo from Zola North briefly appeared in the
Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court on Friday They were
released on bail of R1000 each and the case was post-
poned to June 6.
They were not asked to plead to charges of fraud and
| forgery and others yet to be formulated
On Wednesday, the umt raided the offices of Vrede

plamt from Home Affairs about wrregulanties. '
During the raid, police seized 22 ID books, four pass-
ports, 100 passport photographs, 26 birth certificates, 384

9203 completed and uncompleted applications for pass-
ports, two fingerprint sets which were the property of
Home Affairs, and admmstration books with about 2 000
names of people who were suspected of having been
1ssued false ID documents

Following up on information received, the unit on
Thursday raided the offices of Peace Immugration Con-
sultants where 26 ID books, 13 passports and several

other forged documents were found
Report by S Bothma, TML, 11 Diagonsl St, Jhb

completed and uncompleted recepts for ID apphcations,

_Peace Immigration Verteenwoordigers following a com-
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By PETA KROST

IT was full speed ahead
at Cape Town’s Home Af-
fairs department this
week as harassed offi.
cials battled o cope with

the last minute rush of

people wanting to obtain
voting documents

At any one time in the
last two weeks at least
200 peopl
lining up inside the de-

Street offices

Most of them have
hiever voted before and
many — mcluding mig-
dle-aged white South Af-
ricans — had never even
possessed an
document, .

Even vagrants, like Pe-
ter Verwey and his wife
Norma had turnegd up to
get the document that

tant reason
ed to vote
“there is g par
has promised
and jobs and I 5
gling to

would ensure that t

¢ could e found would be able to voie
; week

partment’s Barrack “Just because |

on stoeps doesn

shouldn

because
ty which
S homes
m strug-
give my wife and

next

sleep
't mean I
't vote for a new
Sovernment,” said 41-
year-old Mr Verwey
It was only thys week
at a passerby men-
oned to him that he was
.. entitled to voie, he sajgd
“I was very excited be-
cause it is important for
me {o vote T want peace ”’
He said the most impor-

He was convinced the
New government would
better life for
is family
g Milnerton
e Gray, 24, had
off work to re.
mother, Jenny,

identrty . . €nsure a
J ! him and K
A voun
man, Lane
taken time

lieve his

in the seemingly endiess
wait for her voting card

He said his mother,
who had lived in South
Africa all her life, had
never had an identity
document gand had net
voted before

Feber Hofsta, 49, said
he was applying for his
documents now as he had
had no intention of voting
until. last week

“I realised that if Ivote
for a better government,
they will give me work,”

T

o Winnifred Madevu, 52,

r Hofsta, who lives™ day afterncon who hag

nenberg

An unemployed 21- E

year-old n%-ﬁ% wﬂﬂmw_w 4 manager on British

in Ma

man, who
Kuster
the foy
applyin
ment

“My shack ke
burnt do
book in

M, said this was

rth time he was . 'ned
g for an ID docuy- South Africa, his birth.
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€nsure my safety ang that
of my ID book *

who also lives jn Khaye-

litsha, said she was reap-

plying for her ID book,
because the one issued {o

m her recently had an in-
correct surname She was

one of four black peodple
pmu the gqueue on Wediies-

the same problem.

After 36 years living in
ngland and working as

Rail, Robert Eckstemn had
recently returned to

Place, after taking early
retirement

eps being want to be a part of
wh with my ID the new Sonth Afries and

it. Maybe with a " h
new government that I MMM.% vote counts,” he

will help vote in, we will {News by P Krast, 122 m-mnnamu Mall
get housing which will  Caps Town)
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300 000 seek:
1T ' ' b,k
ID books - -
Home Affairs received
500 000 applications for
new identity documents
and 100 000 for re-issues

| during the first three
weeks of last month, 1m |

W
spite of the sing of the |
election ga/ |
‘The department saxd
yesterday 1t had issued
938 640 1D documents in
' that period, double the
figure for the same
period last yearZa| J’q
Many of the applica-
tions were made during
the wcuing of temporary,

voter cards:— S8
N vl PIER)
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REELEER | 6N d ® o 9
cards: ‘No decision
By BARRY STREEK t QFFF cards. “No final decision has been

Cr-
( Political Staff 2 3% taken, neither have funds been allo-
en

ﬁo‘ final decision had be cated for the implementation

about replacing 1dentity books with If 1t decided to replace ID books
identity cards, the Department of With cards, the department added, the
Home Affairs said in a statement public would not be expected to re-
‘The matter was only 1n an Investiga-  Place existing 1dentity books “or, for
Lve stage, 1t said yesterday after the that matier, any of the documents 1s-
announcement last week by Home Af- Sued in earlier years™

fairs Minister- '(;hlef‘ Mangosuthu “All forms of identity documents 1s-
Buihelezi that consideration would be sued by the department will remain
given to replacing ID books with  valid »

— e "
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No decision yet on |
replacing 1D books

PRETORIA — No decision had been taken to
replace the ID book with an identity card, the
Home Affairs Department saad yesterday
Sapa reports the department said the matter
was “only mn a mnvestigative stage” ;
Home Affairs Mister Mangosuthu Buthe-
lez last week announced that consideration

would be given to an 1deplity card to ﬂ
identity books [b@-ﬂ E %‘fq

The public would not have tor lace 1denfity’
books-or “any of the documents 1ssued 1n the
earlier years” All forms of 1dentity previously
yssued by the department would remamn valid

Our political staff reports that Buthelezi said
the 1ssuing of passports was taking longer than
before because revised procedures had been
nstituted, incleding fingerprints, to deal with
fraud.

"They had been introduced, he saxd, because
the point had been reached where certain coun-
tries were no longer prepared to accept an SA
passport for the granting of a visa without his
department first confirming the passport’s
authenticity

Buthelezs was replymng o a question which
gag tabled mn Parhament by DP MP Douglas

thson.

£ LT

; Buthelezl said it now took an average of two
téithree weeks to obtan a passport because of
tHese revised procedures

“Internal investigations have revealed that a
substantial number of passports were 1ssued to
persons who have submitted 1dentity :docu-
ments that were either falsified or obtamed by
means of fraudulent nformation.”,

"% However, 1t was appreciated that in ‘some
cases passports needed to be 1ssued urgently

_and consequently provision had been ma for
such cases, Buthelez said. (22K
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By Pamick BULGER
Parliamentary Correspondent

| Cape Town - Singer, songwriier
'and African National Congress

MP Jennifer Ferguson may be n

hot water with the ANC leader-
 ship for her deasion to abstan
. from voting on the Choice on the
Termunation of Pregnancy Bill on

ANC’s Ferguson

Wednesday

And the absence of another 54
MPs from the chamber when the
vote was taken was also being
looked mto, ANC cluef whip
Amold Stofile said after the

\Qg—_h

ANC’s weekly caucus meeting
yesterday

He said the party whaps were
still going through the record of

e “voting, in which 210 MPs
voted mn favour of the bill, 87
aganst and five abstained

By abstaimng from voting,
Ferguson disregarded a directive
from the ANC’s national execu-
tive committee which decided re-
cently not to allow a free or con-
science vote on the bill.

Ferguson said after the vote

she had “followed the dictates of
my heart”. Although not opposed
to abortion on prinaple, Fergu-
son, the mother of two children,
has misgivings about abortion
after the 12th week of pregnancy

Stofile said the ANC constitu-
tion was silent on what should be
done about members who were
absent for the vote

Lo S .-.-.-,.-.-....-u_mﬂrn-r

_
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nmo__oéom \_woﬁw« art’ by abstaining to vote on abortion bill

He explained that some mem-
bers were away on leave while
others would have been present 1f
the vote had taken place on Tues-
day as planned, and not on Wed-
nesday after the Natonal Party
had forced a one-day delay in vot-
n

md,.m bill will be voted on in the
Senate next week.
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Pro-lifers will fight

L SO B _
o i uw 'k .m m 1 ._..r
The antr-abortion campaign

. will nét die down aiter the

nassage ofthe Choice on
Términation of Pregnancy
Bill, pro-life groups vow.

" Réhana Rossouw reports’
.ga  MERICAN-STYLE demon- *

i strations outside hospitals
e P » and thmcswhere aboraions
| L are performed will be the
“WAnorm ih South Afnica, the
country's biggest pro-life grouping

 warned this week. :

..Glynms Newbury, of Pro-Late; said
the organisation would “do everything
in 1ts power” to stop the “killing of

. babies” This would include protests

targetmg women on their way to hos-
pitals and clinics to have an abortion
: Newbury said pro-lifers would not
commit viclence as they were commit-
ted to “stopping the violence of abor-

. tion” However, she had scant sympa-
t thy for medical staff who were vichms

of iolence in pro-life protests,

“In America, about five or six dociors
who are abortiori providers have been
lalled or mjured since 1972. At the
same tinfe sthey've, been killing an

| Averdge of two mulliori babies a year
- And people wan.1g talk about the vio-
lent provlifers?-Peeplewho-have killed-
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b:._mmnmm action: South African pro-hife grou
demonstrations outside ‘abortoriums’

Mimsiry of Health spokesman Vin-
cent Hlongwane said if the law allowed
access to hospitals and chmces and the
access was denied to anyone the law
would have to take its course

hearing on the pregnancy bill two
weeks ago, anti-abortion groups sert
1ts members horrific pictures of foe-
tuses MPs were also sent letters warm-
ing that “there will never be peace in

“The police would have to do what South Africa until there is peace in the
they are tramed to do if a small group womb”.
of people decides to block our health Many of the leading lights in the pro-

life movement had been at the fore-
front of the Christians for the Truth
campaign in the late 1980s which had
campaigned against liberation theol-

facilities,” Hlongwane said

.The chairman of the parliamentary
portfoho committee on health, Dr Abe
Nkomag, hiag voiced fears<that right-

wingsghurch-groups in-South Africa... ogy in South Africa. These groups were

aboition providers-overseas are not Were being bankrolled by American linked toright-wing Americanreligious

.u..n_._ ml.__w

oice people usually insinuate that

| %Wwﬁumﬁ of pro-Jifé groups; but pro-

g

they are; We totally denty that We are

BT e =

plantiing Violent achon

—t —

“own country

extremist-anti-abortion groups which  groups like the Moral Majority and
have been linked $o violence in their Family Life Coalition.

Zimbabwean author Paul Giffard’s
~Tn the run-up to his commuttee’s book in the 1980s, New Crusaders®

' named former Rhodesian right-

.| ns relationship with Renamo

- formed

‘to the death’

G37 ) MtG

~3 1 9%

Christans and the New Right in South-
ern Africa traced these links and

ing to give up their time to support
them and offer alternatives, we wall
change ther minds ”

Pro-Lafe would continue 1its anti-

wnger, the Reverend Peter Hammond,
asa pro-Unita, pro-Renamo cleric who
had denounced iberation theologists
as commurusts Hammond was jailed
i Mozambique after being caught
entering the country illegally, which he
had done on many occasions durng

abortion campaign by extending 1its
services to women seekmg alternatives
to abortion. They could be offered
funding, housmg and support if they
required 1it.

The orgarusation 1s also considering
a campaign to withhold taxes and to
lobby parhamentanans to use taxes to
and heads United Christian Action, a  assist wornen who wanted to give birth
pro-bife group which 1s also mtent on  to hve babies and put them up for
protestng outside chimes and hospi- adoption They will also assist medical
tals where abortions are per- @ =~ mmmsmms personnel who object to

Hammond now hives m Cape Town

‘Abortion i | participating in abortions
Newbury said Pro-Life was of ._"_...._"_—un..: 'S M“-m “At the outset, we are

the largest South African e _mm.m *  gomg to fight to repeal thus

anti-abortion lobby group MONEY-SPINNING law with all legal means at

and had never been offered rackets inthe  our disposal, ncluding the

funding from American gcountries Constitutional Court,” saxd
organisations. “We would d.ave it is Newbury

love to know where those dol- . United Chnistian Action
lars have gone. We'd have no legalised’ spokesman Minam Payne
EUHE m_.guﬂmu .Dm ...—._”e m..m_nmﬁ. ﬂ.__ RIS S e I LR G T AN R TS m,Eﬁw m..—._..._”.._.G.—.._ m._.u. W—ﬂ_... OHmmHuH_wm.u

tion did not receive US funding, it
gamed information from there

*I don’t know any pro-life group
whch is well-funded mn South Africa
and anyone who suggests we have
hnks with extremsts in America is

the South African government ge
money from America. Abortionists eam
good salaries while pro-life groupings
are mostly staffed by volunteers ™

Newbury said she had litile doubt
that private clinics would be estab-
hshed to provide abortions in South slanderous,” she saxd “I certainly don't
Afinca as the state health system was  think standing outside an abortion
already over-extend€d and”sonres: clinic with a placard saying ‘abortion
women would not want to GueacJor. kills babies’ or a modelofa 12-week-old
hours or accept inferfor treatment. "~ . *foetus 1s violent. If we want to mtervene

“We are going to be outside the abor- - to stop an abortion, one place we cail
toriums and when women see that “feach women plannmg to do so is out-
there are people outside who are will- ~’side chmces and hospitals.”




POLITICAL STAFF

The African National Congress 1s to mvestl-
gate the absence of 55 of 1ts MPs from the
abortion vote i the National Assembly this
week, as well as what action to take against
singer and MP Ms Jennifer Ferguson, who
abstained

ANC chief whip Mr Amold Stofile sard the
ANC national executive committee would
consider their position when it meets on
Monday He said 1t would have to be deter-
mined whether any of those absent did so
without official leave

The ANC decided last year that 2 R100 fine
would be imposed on those who were absent
during critical votes 1n Parhiament, following
the failure last year of the ANC to pass the
budget vote with the required majonty of
over half of the 400-member house

The Choice of Termination of Pregnancy
Bill was passed by the National Assembly
with a clear majority of 210 to 87 on Wednes-
day There were five abstentions — Mrs Esme

Chait and Mr Dawvid de Villiers Graaff of the -

NP, Ferguson of the ANC, and Mrs Inka Mars
and Mrs Sybil Seaton of the Inkatha Freedom
Party

Stofile said the ANC would have to
establish whether Ferguson’s abstention
was “a true reflection of her intention”

Once that had been established, he said,
the ANC whips would report to Monday's

meeting

CT 1194

A\TC to check on 55 absent MPs

Gert) = (237)

Mostly married women take the option

PRETORIA* Most women resorting to
abortion were marred and were doing so
because they did not have access to rel-
able contraceptives, the Umted Nations
Population Fund (UNPF) smd yesterday.
The popular belief that women opting
for ab ortlﬂn were promiscuous was

untrue, UNPF executive director Ms Nafis
Saciik said.

Wrapping up a conference on popula-
tion 1ssues by Southern Afrrcan ministers,
she sard many married women were usimg

|

Among those absent were ANC Women'’s
League president Mrs Winnie Madikizela-
Mandela and Constitutional Affairs Commit-
tee chairperson Mr Pravin Gordhan Gord-
han, however, said 11 a press statement yes-
terday that he was in Durban on Wednesday
to attend a conference and would haveivoted
for the measure

The ANC bound 1ts members to sdbpnrt
the measure !

Altogether 191 of the members who voted
for the woman's right to choose abortion
were drawn from the ANC camp, with the
remainder made up of the Democratic Party,
a handful of NP and IFP members, and the
Pan Afmcanist Congress

—_

abortion as a method of buth control.

“In most of the countries of the world
the majority of abortions are taking place
because women don’t have access to safe,
reliable contraceptive services.

“They resort to whatever means are
available - and that 1s 1n most cdses
unsafe abortions.”

Sadik said countries should examine
why abortions were taking place, and
should try to elimmnate them as a method
of family planning. — Sapa

Significantly, the most semor IFP member
in the chamber, Deputy Safety and Security
Minuster Mr Joe Matthews, voted for the bl

He was joined by veteran MP Mr June
Mentz, the party’s representative on the abor-
tion and sterilisation ad hoc commuittee, Ms
Sue Vos, the IFP's constitutional spokesman
1n the National Assembly, Mr Peter Smuth;
and MPs Mr Farouk Cassim and Mr Hennie
Bekker

Most of the IFP’s members voted against
the measure, and not a single NP member

supported it Notably absent was party leader |

Mr F W de Kletk, who 1s overseas, and deputy
constitutional assembly chairman Mr Leon
Wessels
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Stepping into an unknown future

The ethical, religious and moral de-
bates raging in parhament about
abortion have eclipsed the finding
by the Medical Research
Council (MRC) that tolegahise |
abortion could only cost the L~
State Rlmayear

The Departiment of Health
has accepted the results of a |
MRC study which found that, if
legalised, about 6 000 abor- { X
tions are likely to be per- JEECHE®
formed at State msttutions S
each year at a cost of R14m
This 1s only R1m more than it
costs the State to provide ex-
pensive and sometimes life- &
saving treatment to 13 000 Mike Ellis
women who experience com-
plications from unsafe abor-
tions each year

But the MRC's figures are at best a use-
ful guide, providing three possible sce-
hartos of which the quoted figure 1s
deemed “most realistic ” It found that the
demand for abortions could range be-
tween 26 000 and 175 000 a year, costing
the State between R8,4m and R42m

Even if the 60 000 estimate proves ac-
curate and the State has a spare R14m to
provide free abortions, this does not 1im-
ply that it has the facilities or sufficient
trained and willing personnel to perform
5 000 abortions a month — 1t does not

The Choice on Termination of Preg-
nancy Bill provides for abortion on de-
mand up to and including the 12th week
of pregnancy and up to and including the
20th week 1If continued pregnancy poses
a 11sk to the woman'’s physical or mental
health, if there 1s substantial risk to the
foetus of severe physical or mental defor-
mity, if pregnancy resulted from rape or
incest, or if 1t would significantly affect
the woman’s social or economic crrcum-
stances

The pro-choice DP fears that the last
condition i1s too vague and opens the
door to aboriion on demand 1n the sec-
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ond trimester, especially as no verifica
tion 1s required

An early aboriion 1s a relatively simple,
cheap procedure but 1t becomes more
expensive and complicated in the second
tnmester

The MRC calculates the av-
erage cost of treating a rou-
tine first trimester abortion
| without a general anaesthetic
as R136 at primary health
2 care level and R168 1n a re-
| cional hospital The average
§ cost of a second trimester
abortion including two days
In hospital 1ISR417

Free abortions will be avail-
able to women who are not
members of medical aid
schemes, In terms of govern-
ment’s policy of free health
care for pregnant women and
children under six, says Eddie Mhlanga,
the Health Department’s director of ma-
ternal, child and women’s health

In the past, medical aids patd for legal
abortions according to the scale of bene-
fits At R921,50 1t included the GP’s or
speclalist’s fee, the anaesth-

TESTING TIME AHEAD
FOR HEALTH SERVICES

22F

L 1ng

urse which will be available by the
end of November

The Medical Association of SA (Masa)
feels that to ensure the safety of the pa-
tient, midwives should only be allowed
to perform nonsurgical abortions under
the superviston of a doctor This proposal
was tabled by the pro-life National Party
in the portfolio health committee but re-
jected by the ANC majority

NP MP Sheila Camerer fears that there
15 going to be a lack of control over where
and how abortions are performed She
points out that 5%-7% of routine abor-
tions result 1in complications and 1s not
convinced that a six-week course will
suffice

The Bil allows medical abortions
(those mnduced by drugs currently un-
availlable in SA) to be performed any-
where Surgical abortions have to be per-
formed 1n a facihty designated by the
Health Minister

Mhlanga says that only private and
State hospitals will be designated at this
stage In the long-run, he envisages pri-
mary health-care centres offering abor-
tions but accepts that mitially there will
be insufficient low-level facil-

efic, theatre costs and a half-
day ward fee But the Regis-
trar of Medical Aid Schemes,
Danie Kolver, says medical
aids are unlikely to pay for
abortions now unless they B4
are medically necessary as SEGEEES

most do not pay for elective IR T

procedures Government
cannot force medical aids to B
pay for abortions as benefits
are no longer determined by L
statute

The Bill permiis a regis-
tered midwife who has un-
dergone prescribed tramming to perform
an abortion during the first trimester
Thereafter only a medical practitioner
may terminate a pregnancy

A technical task team representing the
health department, teaching hospitals
and NGOs 1s developing a six-week traimn-

ities and trained staff avail-
able and that resources are
spread unevenly across the
country
B | This means that imitially the
AR burden will fall almost en-

B tirely on tertiary and sec-
B ondary hospitals, many of
which are battling to cope
with existing patient loads
Moreover, the State does not
know what percentage of
staff will be willing to perform
abortions

Masa has found consider-
able resistance among 1ts members

NGOs are gearing up to fill the gap At
least 10 new private reproductive health
clinics seeking to provide abortions are
in the pipeline They could provide in-
valuable assistance to the State

The onginal Bill allowed medical per-

(——)
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sonnel with conscientious objections to
refuse to participate 1n abortions, but
made it an offence for them not to refer a
patient to a willing practitioner This
sparked outrage among political parties
and medical groups who

sent from her abuser

But surely it 1s far simpler to spell out
such circumstances n the Bill than deal
with the medical-legal ramifications that
could arise from a blanket exemption?
UCT’s head of nursing,

argued that obhigatory re-
ferral negates the very na- ¥
ture of conscientious ob-
jecuion  The committee §
responded by dropping the
entire  provision  This
means that the Bill no
longer exphcitly recog-
nises the right of medical
personnel to refuse to par-
ticipate in abortions

ANC MP Andries Nel says
the provision 1s unneces-
sary as sufficient protec-
tion 1s provided by the Con-
stitution which guarantees Abe Nkomo

Prof Rosalle Thompson,
warns that necessary med-
ical history may be unwit-
tingly or deliberately with-
held by a minor, placing
the practiioner at risk of
being charged with negl-
gence should the child's
well-being be affected as a
result

| Another major point of
B2 contention 15 that coun-
selling before and after an
abortton 1s no longer com-
pulsory for adults or mi-
nors The ANC introduced

the right i0 freedom 0f CON-  r———— this amendment as 1t felt

science, religion, thought,
behef and opinion But there 1s concern,
especially among the 75 000 members of
the Democratic Nursing Organisation of
SA (Denosa), that the Bill affords consci-
entious objectors no legal comeback if
they are fired or otherwise diseriminated
against for refusing to participate in
abortions As the majority of nurses are
also registered midwives, considerable
pressure will be placed on them to un-
dergo the prescribed training

The NP 1s considenng mounting a con-
stitutional challenge over the provision
which allows minors to consent to an
abortion without informing their parents
It argues that this negates the right of a
child to parental care

The Bill states that the medical practi-
tioner should advise a minor to consult
with her parents or guardian However,
an abortion cannot be denied if the minor
refuses No spouse, lover or parent has
any legal say in whether an abortion 1s
granted

Masa objects because the provision
runs counter to existing medical consent
principles for minors It argues that a
child may not be 1n a position to fully un-
derstand the risks or implications of the
procedure, and would in any event re-
quire parental consent to any emergency
interventions which may flow from the
procedure

Mhianga says that neither the depart-
ment nor Health Minister Nkosazana
Zuma are swayed by these arguments,
which fail to consider the predicament of
an abused child who has to obtamn con-
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women should have the
right to refuse counselling and that a lack
of counselling facilities, especially in ru-
ral areas, should not be allowed to pre-
vent women from accessing abortion
From the outset committee chairman,
ANC MP Abe Nkomo, undertook to deter-
mine the broad consensus of citizens on
abortion For three consecutive days the
committee was bombarded with oral evi-
dence from nearly 100
interest groups covering
the entire range of the de-
bate It 1s was obvious that
It could not assimilate such
a barrage of information,
much of it contradictory,
and emerge with the con-
SENsus view 1n such a short
time — if, indeed, consen-
SUus 15 possible on 1ssues
such as abortion and the
death penaity
A referendum would pro-
vide the majonty view and

'''''''''

opinion polls indicate that <A ;

The DP considers the Bill “flawed” but
1S goIng to vote in favour of 1t as a block
because it furthers the party’s pro-choice
policy It 1s a sad state of affairs when the
most vigilant party in parhament know-
Ingly supports poor qualty legislation
because 1t 1s better than none at all

Camerer says the Bill was “steam-
rollered” through the commuttee ”I have
never been n such an inhibited debate
Nkomo obviously had his orders to rush it
through None of the submissions were
ever discussed a lot of people who
testified were wasting their fime *

Nkomo slams her allegations as “scur-
rilous and ridiculous” He says submis-
sions o the committee repeatedly
stressed the need for improved access
and true freedom of choice for women
“That 1s what the ANC has delivered, 1n
line with 1ts election promise We apolo-
gise lono-one, least of all the party which
was prepared to let thousands of women
die with no freedom and no hope *

That parhament will pass the Bill on
November 5 1s inevitable The ANC 1s the
majorty party and all its members, In-
cluding Catholics and Mushms, are being
compelled to support the Bill The PAC
will also vote for the Bill as a block The
NP, Inkatha and the ACDP are allowing a
free vote But even If all these three par-
ties’ members jomn the FF in voting
agamst the Bill, the out-
come In both the National
Assembly and Senate will
still be overwhelmingly 1n
| favour of the legislation
With these political battle
% lines drawn from the start,
the public participation
... 1 process was little more
R than a sop to the pro-lifers

4 who failed to budge the
ANC on any key points, but
who had their day in court

The Choice on Termina-
tion of Pregnancy Bill
swings the pendulum as far

It would probably be pro-
Iife

Four days were devoted
to mternal committee dehberations,
which DP MP Mike Ellis describes as
“shambolic” as there was no consoli-
dated document reflecting all the amend-
menis

"It was the first real legislation this
comimiitee and department has had to
deal with and there was a clear lack of
experience in the ANC, the department
and the chairman,” saysEllis

Nhosazana Zuma

from the Abortion and Ster-
lisation Act of 1975 as the
gull between the pro-
choice and pro-life lobbies 1s wide

Constifutional challenges — and there
will be many — may go some way to-
wards creating an equilibrium as the
Constitutional Court will have to strike a
balance between competing rights such
as the night to life and the right to bodily
control

This much is clear, the abortion debate
InSA1sfar fromover B
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“Abortion Bill rebel MP
Ferguson to f ce music -
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CUAPE TOWN — The vnly ANCME b VIrty
m%;phue m yotumw on the uolioction Blh (n
[« Yudne day, Jenmfir Iwrm;mu;, ¢ ull fue the
4 ' vruthorthe ANC . Feader-tinp SN (TRR IR :
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<1 ~hewasunable to folluy the party hne and hadto.
1oilow ibe di titesof v 1 heart, « owm
. ANC (hif whip Arncld St B g4 fler yu--
| terday’s couwcus muo e thus when the voting
s pritout hud chewn thot Pro u-ant {u.d broken
"ranks ad ubetoined ke 4NC had 111 d to gut.,
hold 6f her to talit - 3 Iﬁiﬂﬁﬂk&, but she had
1l H&)’Iﬂﬁ the htee .
He said th.it (.o Uiy had discussed the mat-
,wrwithFeren-on rport v onld be submatted .,
3> the party leuderzhip - fal, would be meeting on
3 onday- - }
o Stofile -ard rhery e ), nules on what should?
happen xt on MP falled to abide b P discr-,
piiae..Thﬂ nnly Eutde v s e dzrecéve*w ith 1n-
¢ Structed all MPetnvatr forthe Bull, .
. Heexplamed tliot A0 members who were ab-

sent fromw the MNational 4.+, Jliblj’d. th&?ﬂtﬁ{
s would Be fined in aecordance with mngANC

)
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Abortion bill needs
only Mandela’s name

| -

@

| am piloting this because | am a Christian, says Zuma

By Pamaick BULGER
Cape Town

‘A borton-on-request leg-
g ! 1slation scaled its final
legislative hurdle yes-
terday when the Senate passed
the Choice on Termmation of
Pregnancy Bill
Now  President Nelson
Mandela must sign the Bill into
law for 1t to become operative
and to replace the Abortion
and Steriisation Act of 1975,
which offered abortions in
specific instances
The ANC and the Democra-
tic Party voted in favour of the
Bill, with the Freedom Front,
the Inkatha Freedom Party and
the National Party all dissent-
ing,
The vote was carred with
49 votes m favour and 21

bjul9

agamst
The debate echoed last
week’s debate i the National
Assembly and was concluded
with raucous applause from
senators and public alike.
Health Mmister Nkosazana

" ANC and

| to carry
| the day

Zuma, a Catholic Church
member who mntroduced the
B1ll, said nurses at a hospital in
Soweto at the weekend were
fulsome m therr congratula-
tions and were looking for-
ward to the new provisions as-

sisting the lot of women who,
until now have gone for back-
street aborhons, often with dis-
astrous consequences.

"I am pilohng this Bill pre-
casely because I am a Chnst-
1an,” Zuma said.

She said that if, as claimed,
the majority of South Africans
opposed abortion, there would
be no abortions

"If everyone chooses not to
terminate pregnancy, thus Ball
will be irrelevant. But if there
are those who want to termu-
nate, they should not go to the
backstreets and endanger their
lives ”

She was confident women
would exerase their choicemn a

onsible way.

“Today we must show that

women m this country are also
free,” she said.

L
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SENATE APPROVAL APPLAUDED

Abortion bill now
ready to become law

SRAIEL

PRESIDENT Nelson Mandela will put his signature to the
abortion bill “n a few months’ time”, enacting one of the
most controversial laws thus far in the new South Africa.

E controversial Choice on
I Termination of Pregnancy
Bill passed its final parhamen-
tary hurdle yesterday when it was
adopted 1n the Senate by 49 votes
to 21
All that remains now for the
measure to become law 1s its enact-
ment by President Nelson Man-
dela
According to Health Mimnister
Dr Nkosazana Zuma, the enact-
ment will take place 1n a few
months
The bill provides for abortion

on demand up to 12 weeks of preg-
nancy, as well as from the 13th to
the 20th week and beyond under
certain cucumstances

As 1n the assembly, the bill was
opposed by the National Party, the
Inkatha Freedom Party and the
Freedom Front, while support

came from the African National
Congress and the Democratic
Party

Although the NP and IFP gave
their members a free vote, no
members present of either party
voted 1n favour Twenty senators
were not present for the vote

Introducing the debate, Zuma
said thousands of South African
women who had backstreet abor-
tions ended up 1n hospital il

Some spent days 1n the inten-
sive care unit at great cost to the
health department It was far more
important to assist them with a
safe termunation eatly 1n the preg-
nancy than to try to deal with the
consequences of backstreet abor-
tions 1 an emergency

The bill allowed women to
uphold their religious belefs, theur
cultural and moral values and to

exermceﬂneu choice accordingly

“Every women has a night to
exercise her choice, but 15 not
allowed to 1mpose 1t on others,”
she said

To speak out agamst abortion
1 the South African context was
merciless and cruel to those who
labour “For every woman it is
painful to have to consider an
abortion She will not take the deci-
sion lightly, knowing that the gnef
for her unborn child will remain a
constant companion ”

Only the pro-choice legal
framework enabled the individual
woman to wrestle with this deci-
sion as a matter between her and
God, Zuma said

The debate echoed last week’s
debate 1n the National Assembly
and was concluded with raucous
applause

Zuma, a member of the
Catholic Church, said “I am pilot-
ing thas bul precisely becauselam a
Christian ” — Political Staff, Sapa
@ See Page 10
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WAS THE decision by ANC MP
Jennifer Ferguson to abstain last
week from voting on the Choice of
Termination of Pregnancy Bill 3 self.
Serving act? An ANC colleague,
PREGS GOVENDER, wntes an open
letter to the singing MP, asking her
to remember those wormen whose
lives the bill aims to change.

Dear Jennifer

dﬂw ..1_.“{ ___.._
. T
» v i ¢l
On October 31, the day after voting on the
Chorce of Termination of Pregnancy Bill, the

< ol

Cape Times carried an articie on thereaso
you gave for abstaming from vo S

After receiving Hgnﬂmwmcﬂu%:« from
womern, ] am wnting to convey the thoughts
that have been expressed _—

You are 2a woman of power You hdve
found your voice and.it is heard by many
people, in many places. There are muilions in
our country who are not as forfunate. &4

. Prior to voting on this bill, you articulat+
ed a pro-choice position. You were voted
into Parhament by many who belfeved that
you would protect and defend their right to
make their own choices (As you had donem *
choosing an abortion at 21 years and for
which you said 1n the article “I am at peace
with my decision, knowing that  was not yet
ready to be a mother *)

What is your responsibility as an MP
voted mnto a position of power and privilege
In relation to the nights of women who put
you there?

]

——

_JENNIFER FERGUSON

o

*+ You are quoted as saying that you oppose
~abortion after 12 weeks The bill 1s very clear

s} “that aborfién after 12 weeks will be allowed
[ only urider those specific arcumstances out-

-memahmn%ﬂ rape, danger to the physical o
-« In fact, after the 20th week it would be

N L

only when a doctor — after consultation
with another doctor or midwife — helieves

1 e

that the pregnancy “would endanger the
-woman's life or result in a severe foetus mal-

| function”.
-+ You are quoted as “following the dictates
of my heart” whereas others are presented

ds “toeing the party ne”

MPs such as Sister Bernard Ncube voted
for this bill because she saw the pain and suf-
fering caused by the lack of access to services
under the NP’s Abortion and Sterthsation Act
of 1975 Her faith, conviction and compas-

"mentalhealth of the wornen, andsoon =~ =

PREGS GOVENDER
I el

L Lo

Ty
sion go beyond herself It encompasses the
need to save the liygsof women and young
girls who diein Em@%ﬂ%& every year

Her compastion gives her the courage to
face the pain and ostzacism that voting for
this bill will ingvitably bring from the
Catholic Church that she has served as a mum
for so long and so faithfully That takes real
courage LT

You talk of the “voice of the unbomn child

that is so often silenced” For those of us
who have found Iove, there should be no
place 1 our heasts for a self-righteousness
and smugness that pretends that we are the
only “big ones” who hear the “littie ones”

Contrary to what the pro-hfe lobbyists
would have us believe, the child who 15
raped, the woman who 1s battered, the
unemployed mother of five whose pill faiied

because she had flu and was op antibiotics,

— — — — —— . e — e T i — —

@37) crplulg b

al€ not irresponsible, uncarng people who
callously “murder unborn babies”

The ilip side 1s captured in Zapiro’s car-
toon (mn the Cape Argus) depicting a protest
against the bil and two street children 1n the
background saving “Wouldn’t 1t be nice if
thus lot showed the same concern for us after
we're bomn "

F'want to end thus letter by recailing some
of the words | delivered 1 the debate, for
which you hugged and kissed me m congrat-
ulation

“When | read the words of the Catholic
Church this morning, when I hear the
dogma of the ACDP and the NP, the words
of that great being of compasston and love
are 2 source of comfort. ‘Let he wha {s nth.
out si cast the first stone ’

“Thus debate 15 not about the legalisation
of abortion Abortion has been legal m SA for
over two decades with the National Party's
Abortion and Sterihisation Act of 1975

"We did not hear the voice of the fope or
the Catholic Church, we did not see money
from conservative, right-wing Americans
being poured 1nto campaigning against 1t,
we did not have a woman apologist for the
male NP raising her voice in shrill protest.

“Why then and for whom did 1t legalise 1t
1t 1975 and why and for whom does it
oppose it now?

“Was abortion acceptable when 70% of
those who had access were urban, middie-
class, white women Was 1t acceptable when
those who died (over 400 every year) for lack
of access were Alrican, Indran and coloured
women? Was 1t acceptable that that bil] was
introduced 1n the context of no sex educa-
tion in all schools, no comprehensive

health-care policy or system? The total costs
of treating incompiete backstreet abortions
anising directly from the NP bail was R18,5
muthon per year

“The bill we debate today extends choice
and access to all women — rich or pOOI,
African, Indran, coloured or white 1t rests on
the prinaple that the lives of all women are
valuable, not just some women

“The nght to control our bodies, the night
to choose a safe, legal termination of preg-
nancy should be seen mn the context of polit-
1cal, soctal and economie choices for woinen
— in the context of moving our society
towards equality, respect and healthy shar-
mg of power and 1n responsibility in the
home and m soctety

“We all know of South Africa’s endemuc
violence against women The 1992 figures of
the SA Police’s Chuld Protection Uit report-
ed over 15 000 cases of chuld abuse

“Who are we to say we care about Iife,
that we care about children and human suf.
fering when United Nations figures of 1992
show 84 000 children dying before turning
five years old mn our country alone?

“Who are we to say we care when over
700 000 coloured and African children
between five and 14 years were involved 17
unprotected child labour in 19917

“Where were the edicts from those who
stand i pulpits now and talk of sm?”

Jennifer, you have great power as a
woman, a smger and as an MP Women look-
{0 you 10 use that power with compassion

< Pregs Govender is the chauperson of the parha-
mentary ad hoc jont commttee on the improve-
ment of quality of ife and status of women
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|Pro-lifers set 10
subject women
to 'pavement
counselling,

Ao 1196

'By JACQUI REEVES

to run the gauntlet of “sidewalk
Egﬁgse]hng” 1f Claude New’o}mr,'spokes-
man‘for the Pro-ife organisation, has
anything to do with the matter.
e will use all légal means to oOp-
zpusé the killing of foetuses and will do
everything possible to offer these wWo-
men an alternative to murdering their
» Newbury says
chﬂ’f‘ifiin;mntmv::ysial achvist says the
Choice of Termination of Pregnancy
Bull; passed by the Senate this week, is
biased and does not aﬁord people the
grounds to protest against abortion on

'demand. .
wThe Government is planning to use

our. taxes to Sponsor abortion clinics
which, morally, many .South Africans

nnot agree to "
WW& ﬁe profound moral objections
to abortion and want to see our taxes “It depends what you mean by fanat-
being used io offer alternatives 10 1cal Pro-life is generally a very moder-
women ” , ate organisation There have been 150-
‘Newbury says the Governments lated. mcidents where people claiming
fotlure to provide alternatives is hke to be pro-lifers have acted violently, but
| “putting a pressure cooker on the stove, that is highly unusual,” he says
turning up the heat and then sealing Five people have died at the hands of
| the pot” anti-abortionists
One of the tactics employed by pro- Newbury says “Forty thousand chil-
life supporters is group prayer outside dren have been murdered at these
abortion clmics ‘ab [}I'tllﬂalﬂ s’d Thous ﬂél[ls buf %hﬂrttllyen
*rd are murdered every day by abortion
AttaCk at clinic These are the levels of so-called fanafi-
Protesters kneel, saymg they are cism we should be worrying about
praymg for the souls of the children Paul Cornelissen, programme direc-
about to die . tor of the Marie Stopes Clinie, says clin-
Early last year, American pro-lifer ic staff are expecting opposition but will
Johan Salvi appeared I court oOn not be deterred.
charges relating fo an attapk at one “We are serving a cause and are
abortion elmic and the killing of two sure of our reasons We would like to
receptionists at another . advertise cellular telephone and home
This came soon after Paul Hll, phone numbers for women to contact
another pro-ifer, murdered 2 doctor us on, but we will obviously not be able
who regularly performed abortions to do this because of possible pro-
Is Newbury concerned that South life harassment However, we will not
African pro-lifers might adopt thus fan- give up ”
t atical approach? — " Pro-lfe plans a similar approach

|  Says Newbury “Don’t expect us to
disappear mto the mght because the
legislation has been passed We will

| keep up this battle for the most basie of
human rights ”
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'Pro-liters’ may
resort to group

prayer outside

abartion IIEICS
2 At 4l

OwN CORRESPONDENT

H
Pretoria - Pregnant women making *
“their way to abortion clinics in South -
Africa will have to run the gauntlet of
“sidewalk counselling” if anti-abortion
activist Claude Newbury has anythmg
10 say on the matter.

“We will use all legal means to oppuse
the killing of foetuses, and will do every-
thing possible to offer these women an
alternative to murdering their chlldren,"
Mr Newbury said.

One of the tactics employed by antl—

“abortionists 1n otlier countries 1s group

auiiglF

.

prayer outside abortion chnics. Protesters
kneel down, saying they pray for the “souls
of the children” about to dae. y {

Mr Newbury said South Africa’s latest
Termination of Preghancy Bill, which was
passed by the Senate this week, is biased

and does not afford people the grounds to -

protestabortionondemand. : - : ¢

“The Government is planning to use our
taxes to sponsor abortion clinies, which
morally, many South Africans cannﬂt
agreeto,

“We have profound moral objectiqus tn
abortion, and want to see our taxes bemng
used to offer alternatives to women,” Mr
Newbury said

He added the Government’s non-provi-
sion of alternatives was like “putting a
pressure cooker on the stove, turning up
the heat, and then sealing the pot”

Paul Cornehssen the programme direc-
tor of the Marie Stopes clinic, said clinic
. staff were expecting opposition, but would
not be deterred.

“We are serving a cause and are sure of
our reasons. In the past we have advertised
cellular telephone and home telephone
numbers for women to contact us on.

“We will obviously not be able to do this
because of possible pro-life harassment,
but we will not give up,” Dr Cornehssen

1 said.

Antl-abortionists plan a similar
approach.

“Don’t expect us to just disappear into
the might because the legislation has been
passed,” Mr Newbury said

“We will keep up this battle for the most
basic of human rights.”
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There are no easy answers in the debate on

The Choice of
Termination of
Pregnancy Bill - better
known as the Abortion
Bill - gives us an
opportunity to examine
the political process
being used to try to
resolve one of the most
controversial issues
known to society.
JEREMY SARKIN
reports

problem not easily addressed.

Part of the reason is that
political parties are formed on
the basis of core economic 1de-
ologies and do not easiy accom-
modate uniform attitudes to-
wards apparently unrelated is-

_ n all couniries, abortion is a

sues such as abortion

There have been three reac-
tions to -abortion. abstinence,
postponement and depoliticisa-
{ion

Abstinence oceurs where the
state, groups or mdividual lead-
ers refuse to take a stand Post-
ponement is often a delaymg tac-
tic Depoliticisation can occur in
a number of ways

Often abortion is redefined as
a techncal 1ssue enabling polit:-
cians to pass responsibility to
“experts”

While abortion is an 1ssue of
major political importance, 1t 1s
one that cannot easiy be solved
within the political process

It 18 for this reason that,
around the world, courts have
often been left with the task of
dealing with the matter.

Where political debate on the
subject occurs, 1t tends to be
divisive and emotional, full of
rhetoric and symbolism

EF

1he passion with which the
debate 1s waged by supporters of
positions perhaps unhappily de-
scribed as “pro-hfe” and “pro-
choice” adds to the dilemma on
how to deal wath the 1ssue

Abortion gives rise to major

The issue has been
fought in the political
setting as it is central
{o the emancipation
of women

ideological, rehgious and moral
battles as the issue involves a
variety of competing mterests
woman-foetus, woman-man, wo-
man-doctor, parent-child, family-
community

It 1s not an 1ssue on which
¢onsensus can be reached smce
there 1s no solution capable of
satisfying both sides of the

debate at the same fime
This gulf is reflected m the
language deployed mn the abor-
tion debate those who support
abortion liberahsation use words
such as “foetus”, “termination”
and “pro-choice”, while those
opposed to abortion reform use
“baby”, “murder” and “pro-
abortion”
The 1ssue has been fought in
the political setting m South
Afrca as it has become an 1ssue
seen to be central to the eman-
cipation of women, while 1t 1s an
1ssue of vital sigmficance to cer-
tain rehigious communities

South Alrica’s changed politi-
cal context has seen the subject
of abortion rapidly become a
topic of considerable interest

A key factor underlymng the
debate relates to the nature and
shape of our new democracy

A crucial part of the legisia-
tive process 1s that members of
Parhament are elected on the

ensured, and greater support for
the bill would have been needed

While it has been argued by
gome that a free voie should
have been allowed on this issue,
the real question 1s whether the
list electoral system is the cor-
rect one for South Afrmea, or
whether 1t should be adapted to
something that sits between the
constituency and list systems
This would remove the prob-
lems associated with the list sys-
tem and deal with some concerns
that occur in a constituency-
based system with 1ts “first-past-
the-post” result

While resolution of the abor-
tion 1ssue has largely been
determined by the elecioral sys-
tem, it is far from over, as the
Constitutional Court will mevit-
ably be brought in {0 determine
the new law’s constitutionality

The court will have o decide
whether the law achieves the

= {0 abortion would not have been .Immmmmmmh.ua balance between

competing rights

As abortion 1s an issue that
will continue to haunt the legis-
lature and the courts, 1t might be
usefitl for the process of absiract
review to be followed so that
Parhament can send the new
law to the Constitutional Court
for immediate consideration

If the court finds that the law
1s constrtutional, then time and
energy will not be expended
afterwards trying to fight or
defend its provisions

However, if the court de¥er-
mines that the law 18 unconstitu-
tional, before the bl becomes
law, Parhament can address its
. faults in the hght of the guidance
given by the court
M Professor Jeremy Sarkin
is a member of the law faculty
of the University of the West-

ern Cape and national chair-

man of the Human Rights
Committee

basis of proportional represen-
tation according 10 a party hst
This sysiem tends to reduce
debate in Parhament, hmits ac-
countabiity and decreases the
overt concern of individual offi-
cials with pubhc opimon.
Parhamentarians toe the
party hine because the party 1s
m.Em to ensure compliance and
“the’ individual parliamentarian
wants to obtain a place on the
party list m the future
The power of the party — or
rather, its leaders — to ensure
that the party line is being
followed increases unless there
is an overt attempt by & number
of 1its members to remain
Idependent
The workings of the list sys-
iem have been a cruecial part of
the process surrounding the
abortion issue 1n Parhament and
1n particular on the question as
to whether the ANC would allow
members to vote as they

J
f

. .

foue

st

:mws_ *o

believed om~the—itSue a con-
sclence vote

Within the current electoral
and parliamentary system, the
ANC caucus decision not to per-
mit a free vote was the appropri-
ate one

The real question is
whether the electoral
(st system 1is the right
one or whether ¢
should be adapited

That ruling will determine
the type and extent of the law
that will eventually be enacted

If the ANC had permitted a
free vote, the need for compro-
mise and greater debate on the
issue would have arisen.

Furthermore, had a free vote
been permitted, the passmng of a
law that permitted broad access
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Bara gwanath awails

et il ab

abortion go-ahead

JOHANNESBURG Reports that Barag-
wanath Hospital near Johannesburg was
performing abortions on request were
demed by hospital supenntendent BEII(I(IE
Rabmowitz yesterday- .

oughi e are goimg to have t3 per-
form.abortions under the new legislation

at some stagej there ; are still too many
- 1ssyes surrotinding thé operation which
’ have not been discussed by the health
~ department,” hesaid |’

Rabinowitz was referring to uncertainty
over.how the operations would be carried
out, EIthEI by suction or through the use of
drugs:

He added 1t was still 1llegal to perform
abortions on request as the legisiation had
yet to be signed nto law by President Nel-
sonMandela, r

He doubted, hmm‘ver, that medical
institurons providing such treatment

NTY "i',.{‘ 3!

ez1)

would be prosecuted as the Choice on Ter-
mination of Pregnancy Bill was due to be
signed any day now

Johannesburg Hospital social work
department head Beverly Krel said abos-
tions were being performed 1n terms of the
old Act These cases included women suf-
fering psychological trdtima, or where the
hfe of a woman or that of the unborn chuld
1s threatened during birth

She added the gynaecological unit
could barely cope, and expressed concern
that the scale at which hospitals would be
expected to perform the procedure would
exacerbate the problem 5

She said a workshop to tramn doctors
organised under the auspiceszof the
Women'’s Health Project, would bgheld at
Baragwanath Hospital at the end of the
month to discuss some of the questions
surroundmg the operaton —Sapa-_
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Pro ]errs take
 stand on blood

(23%)
PIETERSBURG: Blood banks 1n
the Northern Province fear stocks
mught dry up because Pietersburg

“Christians are refusing to donate
blood, for fear 1t nught be given {0

; women who have aborfions’

A A movement{o establish a non- |
. racial pnvate biood bank 1s also
gamjng moméntum SRE

o *rﬁmtx-abortmm sts Sard” th"dé?ur-"‘?
pose of the pnvate "bank was a step'

; towards ensuring | that women s
"srequesting abortions aréiof sup-i :
phied with therrblood. o A

Provincial blood transfusion ser-

" vice director Mr Andre Fouche, him-
self a Christian, said that to deny
any patient blood was “;mmnral
mhuman and unethical” % % A

Anti-abortionists sard' they
expected a’backlash from-pro-
choice groups, but felt they could
choose how therrblood wastised

Pretersburg NG church pastor
Dominee Dame de Kock saxd that1f

. therr blood was used 1n such cases
Chostans would feel their.consci-
entious objection to abortion had
been violated

African Christian Democratic

Party provincial chairman Mr

Neels Roelofse said the 1ssue need-

ed a careful approach as Christians

did not have the rnight to deny a

fellow human being the nght to

life — Sapa o
h] ‘?é
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Abortion issue is one of peace

VIEWING ABORTION simply as an
Issue of women's liberation lays the
basis for a cycle of oppression
which neglects the silent voice of
the unborn child, submits ANC MP
JENNIFER FERGUSON. Here she
responds to a recent open letter to
her from ANC colleague Pregs
Giovender.

DEAR Pregs,
Thank you for your open letter to me (Cape
Times, Leader Page, November 6) [ was
moved by 1ts power

This 1s a response that will clanfy my
decision to abstain 1n the vote on the Choice
on Termunation of Pregnarncy Bill

We have both come from the {ime of
struggle where our common dream was to
reahise the liberation of all in this country,
especiaily the women, We have worked m
different ways, but always aspiring to give
volce to the voiceless, power to the disem-
powered, human digruty for all

Now we as women sit i the national Par-
l1ament, exercising our powet, having been
given volce by those who voted us in

It 1s the tume of a new struggle but, true to
tradition, our mandate, 1s still to give voice
to the voiceless
The bill has been given to the women of
SA as a step towards our empowerment If
however, we see abortion only as an 1ssue of
women'’s iberation, we have planted a seed
of another cycle of appression — one which
neglects to hear that most silent voice of ali,
the voice of the unborn child

In your letter you hst the circumstances

crigfulal

under which pregnancy may be terminated,
from the 13th up to and including the 20th
week Iquote “The bill 1s very clear that
abortion after 12 weeks will be allowed only
under those specific circumstances outlined
such as rape, danger to the physical or men-
tal health of the women and so on *

If we look at what's hidden behind “and
so on” there’s more to 1t We find i1 clause
2(1)(b)(1v), one of the main reasons I
abstained from voting “A pregnancy may be
terminated if the continued pregnancy
would significantly affect the social or eco-
nomic circumstances of the woman ”

Every child affects
the social and econom-
1¢ circumstances of a
woman significantly At
20 weeks, premature
babies have been
known to survive

When does life
begin? When 15 life
given value? Who 1s to
decide? The mother,
the doctor, the father,
the foetus, the MP?

When vou hist our
litany of social dls 111 the
abortion context — the
street child, the mal-
nounshed, the abused
child — would 1t have been a better solution
had they been aborted? Is not the face of the
suffering child a cry to humanaty for com-
passion? If our compasston truly encom-
passed the unborn child, surely the hfe of the
street chuld would also be affected?

If we see the foetus as the “other”, the
obstacle, objectifed as 1t 15 in the terminology

We need a wan of
seeirig! We need to
inderstand it
cHpathy i
APOFEION 1y (! V-
tork 1OT g soliition
S m.w .._Nﬁ_.f_wmt\

CUTIOR, (VT FIESS

chatfe edi-

Z3F
of the bill, where the unbormn child 1s defined
as “the contents of the uterus of a pregnant
woman”, we are imndeed dehumansing our-
selves

In India, where abortion has been
legalised for some time now, there 15 statist-
cal evidence of a severe shortage of women
1n the future Why? The majortty of the
abortions are girl-foetuses, exposed on the
screen of the ultra-sound scan Is this hibera-
tion for women? Is this what we are iighting
for?

My problem with the pro-choice position
as 1t stands 1s that 1t 1s not radical enough

We've fallen into the old
- trap of dualistic percep-
tion that positions the
right of the mother
against the right of “the
other” — the child Our

. bodies, their lives

On the pro-life side
on the other hand, there
1$ a financial and media
core that consists of
American conservatives
trymg to buy up the 1ssue
to suit their agenda The
banners of these pro-life
protesters also proclaim
pro-gun, pro-bomb, pro-
death penalty Need |
distance myself from them?

We need a new way of seeing! We need to
understand with empathy that abortion 1s a
symptom not a solution We need debate,
education, awareness

Are we as a nation ready to take on the
moral challenges that arise out of the bill’s
1mplementation?

I Sy

ES

Lol

a8

As an MP I felt unable to reduce the com-
plexity of the 1ssue mto a mere choice of two
buttons Surely there 1s more to 1t?

I was searching for the thurd way, the one
that could compassionately embrace both
mother and child T know many of my col-
leagues were 1 a similar dilemma

When time came for voting, a neigh-
bourly comrade held my hand and said
“Press the yes-button, my darling, then go
home and pray to God ”

It wasn’t an easy decision We had been
instructed that the vote was to be one of no
conscience I dwidn't know how [ would be
able to vote without conscience
The option of leaving the chamber and
going for tea as many of our colleagues dad,
made httle sense to me Istayed [ abstained

Pregs, you quoted in your letter “the

words of that great being of compassion and
love, ‘Let he who 1s without sin cast the first
stone’”
The stmple and powerful®beauty of his
words does ot end there There 1s more to it
Having said thas to the teachers of the law, he
turned to the accused woman with the
words “Idon't condemn you either Go
now and sin no more ”

Of course we have a choice Life1s choice
In 1ts deepest sense the abortion 1ssue 15 a
peace 1ssue, maybe the most important one
for thus country and the world today

Aborfion 1s a rejection of the mnermost,
but 1if we reject the rejectors we reject our-
selves

In order to attain peace 1n 1t we must
embrace the rejected, true to that being of
compassion and love, himself an illegitimate
chuld, sigmficantly affecting the social and
economi¢ situation of his mother

JENNIFER FERGUSON Sees the abortio
bill as destroymg a child's ngnt to life

tr ﬁm_ﬁ.__
?
. .___m___ u.-_._l..-r._r
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PREGS GOVENDER Supports the abor-
tion bill as a move for women'’s rights,
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Hillary speaks out
on child prostitutes

Chiang Mai, Thailand - US First Lady
Hillary Clinton has called for
continued efforts to end the trafficking
of girls for sex, and Thal women said
they hoped her high profile would help
to raise awareness of the problem.

Mrs Clinton was on the last day of a two-
day visit to two northern Thai cities where
she has visited several projects aimed at
mmproving education and preventing girls
from bemg lured into prostitution

Mee Chay, a 20-year-old AIDS pafient,
arrived 1n a wheelchair to see Mrs Clinton
durmg her visit to one of the women’s pro-
jects and asked her through a transiator to
help prevent other young girls from suffer-
ng her fate

Mee Chay was an orphan from one of
the hilltribe ethnic groups and was sold to
a brothel at the age of five, where she was
raised to look after prostitutes’ children
and forced to offer sexX services

Mrs Clinton has focused on women'’s
and children’s 1ssues durmg her visitto a
region that 18 one of the country’s biggest
markets for prostitution procurement

“We are all troubled around the world

Study to form basis of contraception project

JENNY VIALL @.nw»v \% \& ﬁmpm m%m% %\wmmm the venue for a

HeaLTH REPORTER pllot programme to distribute condoms to

communaities, according to the Medical

A woman helding her breath during Research Council’s Urbanisation and
sex could result in the couple gettinga  Health Newsletter

sexually transmitted disease. The programme started 1n March this

Sound strange? year and mmvolves the three health NGOs -

Well, that 1s the belief of 65 percent of South African Christian Leadership
women and 63 percent of men who Action, Zibonele, a joint undertaking by

responded to a baseline contraception sur-  the University of Cape Town’s Community

vey in the informal housing areas of Health Department and Shawco, and the

}

Khayelitsha , ¢, Planned Parénthood Association in the
While almost all the respondents agreed | WestertiCape. ¢ |,

an STD “germ” was responsible for trahs- - Specially-trained researchers randomly

mission, other obscure causes cited mclud: : selected ohe woman and cne man from tar-

ed not washing after sex (almost half the . get age groups in each household The

respondents) and being bewitched (a quar- ~ hasehne study did not determine whether

Survey uncovers some
strange beliefs about sex

B

Ly

o

Lt

cent reported they were not sexually mnmﬂ..im
and none wanted to fall pregnant ;
Forty-nine percent of women respdi-
dents reported f1rst being pregnant asa
teenager All women and 90 percent of men
canvassed felt that women should use cift-

traception | .

While more than one third of men an
women recognised the nmportance of cof-
doms for STD, Human Immuno-deficiency
Virus (HIV) and pregnancy E.@ﬂmmﬂm._w
reported condom use was very low &

Sixteenpercent of men and 11 percentof
women had either used or currently %%
condoms

But three-quarters of men and women

sa1d they were willing to use a condom ang
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by the rise of mternational gangs that traf- ter of respondents) use of contraceptives was effective thought their partner would be willing'th
fic young girls for sex throughout Asia and Luckily, men and women from the area Only 53 percent of women younger than . do so, or were undecided The findings of
the world,” Mrs Clinton said m a speech at . , were overwhelmingly 1n favour of using 20 said they used contraceptives, a vital’ “the'survey will be used m the implements;
Chiang Mai University on Monday - " contraceptives — 66 percent of those sur- target group for prevention of unwanted®’ tion of the community-based distributith

'

Reuter Greetings: Hillary Clinton meets AIDS patient Mee o:wﬁ a 20-year-old former child prostitute veyed said they used contraception pregnancies and STDs since only 10 per- of contraceptives programme
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child of a wealthy Springhok businessman and hi§ domestic worker in
Cape Town Yol * “PICTURE GARTH STEAD

against Springbok businessman Mr,
George Swanson this week, -~ =

 the colour line In a towri divided 7

. worker, who is a “coloureg
-~ 'woman”, inthelate 19708, .- . [ -

WRANGLE OVER PROMISED MONEY cv 1319k

The lady then started working
as the boy's “nanny” in the
evening when the boy's mother

A LOVE AFFAIR between awhite businessman and a
coloured domestic worker who bore him a child was the focus

of a court hattle this week. JACKIE CAMERON reports. went hoime to her family
One day, they asked her to look
SPRINGBOK businessman, rnota fit person to care properly for after himn in Cape Town whete he
hiis domestic worker and  the boy and in view of the then couid go to school tofearn English, |
heir love child are at the prevailing laws relating to sex She only discovered who the
centre of a court wrangle over  across the colour line, the situation boy’s real mother was some timé
money promised to an elderly  was one which had to be handled Into her full-tune “mothering” job,
woman who took care of thebay  discreetly,” the acting judge Mr Jus- but had had her “suspiacns”

away from thecondemmng eyesof  tice W Burger said, 1n a wrtten “Every day, 1t was just me and

a conservative white community judgment. . - oy Hm_.

. 1 Mts Elizabeth Plaatijes, 83, Is to It was largely Eﬂnnmmﬁwﬁ R washing and ironing, | seldom saw

by Bl kv Ly g o= e e i o AW
n pension arrearsand  an “armangement” was X e L N, = nine children and “at leas

R450 per month for therestof her  which Plaatjles ‘became, E,@ﬂﬂwﬁsﬁ@%ﬂ@ mpmmr Swanson gandchiklren®” -

life after she won a ¢lvil ¢laim - “Before I left them, they were

mgﬁﬁﬁaﬂcﬁﬂ?ﬁnuﬁniﬂi T o 2 R I
“She and the boy Enwmm m.mm Sontinued to remaln %very good  paying me about R130 a week
aflat In"Claremont and the hoy/in . . fdends®;with the mother, whowas ; They gaveme food, but monsy was
¢ course, attendedleading tnarrled sid had s¢vérat children, - always very scarce.” <, 7 s
oblsin thes "t v 8 This was said yesterday by ~, She sald Swanson’s mother,

bt

Ley X ot o o e *o b
S Plattiles, whiisHo relatip kosre Plastjies at the hiimble Parkwood
e Elahtles, whois mﬂﬁr .MB: the b

The complexities of love.across

-

by raclsm unfolded in the Cape.

Swanson never marrled and sald, -5, v\ o %g mm_ww?{man 5.+ THis father always bgughtlots

“The mother was unfortunately ] ] A 4
Wt T - HEG A LW SR, T

i

Nanny sues father of colour-

-0t Bellevem

7 o o i Frl o .
HPGE a T B LR 0N Y
AL

of things for the boy’'s mother, like
beautiful necklaces when he came
back from overseas trips.”

Plaatjies said she grew “tired” of
working hard with no gesture of
appreciation, and finafly decided
to throw in the towel after a dis-
agreement over R200 she needed
for a journey to get to Johannes-

line child

» Plaatjies relied on an oral agree-
ment with Swanson and his moth-
et who had promised her & pension
and a dwelling,

Swanson denied the existence
of the agreement, but the judge
sald “She made a very good
impression on me as a truthful,
respéctable ahd reliable person 1

burg where she wanted tG ¥ 1%a = have no doubt that she gave an

fend.

Lol .
¥
B

% honestand unvarnithed account

“Isaid tharl'd had En:ﬁwﬂﬁ, Ha said Swanson had not test-

and night. Mt Swanson did nof

theboy 1had to doall the cooking, % #Way'so bioken, I had worked day™*; fled and had failed to give a reason
*.why he could not give evidence,

gvirt wish me d happy haliday He " The court was *1eft with no doubt”-
fﬂw:wﬁﬂﬁﬁcm andtoldhis untte:  that Swanson had “made serioug
¢

eck that [ was really golng to}
Johannesburg before handing the
mioney ﬁﬁ.wwﬁmmﬁ that hedid

mises® to look after Plaatjies fol-
her retlrement. ‘

e did ™ s < Plaatfles said €he felt “Rappy”
% Nis 5K saboutthefadgment andgrateful

.

Plaatiles still sees the Hoy, now? = to the laWykts#tho weze helpful

(=3

- who died several years'ago, had Friot allowhini6 visit her at the

Supreme Court when Plaatjies .. fite boy; looked dftex the bay {ate flatlet where she Js staying ! always.”appreciated very much. ' Patkwiond Estate home 5,038
decided to fight the family far, ~year antil 3 fall-out with Syyamson =, withafrilend: 352 5 50 M that [ was lopking afterthe boy, but .2, 3 sPlaatjies sald she had been
money she was promiset years agoyy  over moneyshe had requestalto .J@m a1 was alreadi 60, Mmﬁ%ﬂun Mt Swanson .. His mothersedto 2, approached bythe family to drop
in exchange for raising theé boy as,  dssist with her travel'‘gmangements . *when I started working forthe  give me alittle Chrstmas box, butt's” her Iezal action, but had decided to
her own. £ foraholiday & U ¢ Swansaps, Theyhad a caféinWyn- ~hehasn't given mésomuch adalit-™  pross o becatise she no longer
; The court heard that the The boy’s mother, meanwhtle; ﬁ&wﬂ‘mmn_ I worked there at pight:ss «tle packet,of swgets HIS boy was+- Mﬁn&ﬂﬁiﬂ&w B - H

£ began when Swanson fathered contigued to waork for the Swan. mm.wwﬁﬁmw ?E Springbok, and mﬂﬁﬁ buylng me nice’presents): -In'the ?nmﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁu_nﬁ was

llegitimate son by his domestic  sons at their Springbok home and ~ wher I got a J1ft with the Swansons-3.zand brought back gifts when he: - sdelivered yesterday, Mr Justice

il om ay

occasionally came to Cape Town  to.the town one year, the old 1ady” « ,cune back from holdays with his 7 Buiger .said x Plaatjles . had
with Swanson tovisit herson, i » £ asked metowork foe her,” Pladtfles. - fothens v 973 ol e, Yadmirably performed-her duties n" to themn by Black Sasht Legal Ald
. assisted with the costs.

!h .-p
ftlooirigatertheboy” ., -
o ......-.__vﬂ. - b

e
L

- ﬁ.ﬁ ¥
Mmﬁ his lité teens, but his father does . and pice fome, and gave me the

strength to talkin court” +-, =
*#f had a hard Hime Iwonder

* when I'll get the money,” she sald.

o Swanson was not available for

= ,
comiment yésterday,and a worker

; athis Springbok home said he was;
inNamibla™s. . " G0

. 7
- mﬁmﬁﬁiﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁnga

* Jan vaii Gend, of Coulters, Van

Gend & Kotze after being referreds
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