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Edltor of Die Burger
Tutu clash over N

By PIETER MALAN

A heated row has erupied
between TRC chairman Des-
mond Tuty and Lhe Burger edi-
tor Ebbe Dommusse after Arch-
bishop Tutu threatened that the
newspaper would be “crushed”
for its negative stance towards
the TRC.

In a series of letters between
Dommisse and Tutu written
between October and November
and published this week, Tutu
aceused Die Burger of mislead-
Ing 1ts readers and margma-
hsing them from the new South
Alrea

 Dommisse countered that the
problem lay with the TRC antici-
pating its own findings and by
“dishing out collective gult to
Afrikaners”

The shimmering tension be-
fween the newspaper and the
TRC burst out in the open in
October after Tutu severely
chastised e Burger’s TRC
reporter Chrsto van Staden

Tutu took Van Staden to
task after the paper published

eWwsk

a leader-page article criticising
the commission

According to reports, Tutu
apparently said to Van Staden
“Did you read yesterday’s leader
and the cartoon? What i1s going
on with your people”  You are
gomng 1o lose You are gomng to
get crushed ”

The next day Dommisse
wrote to Tutu mn Afrikaans “In
the light of increasing govern-
ment threats aganst the press,
we view your remark (vester-
day) 1n a very serious light We
must also accept that threats
like these agamst an mstitution
ke Die Burger has beeome part
of the TRC agenda,”

A week later Tutu wrote
back, “The spint 1 which 1 said
to Christo that your newspaper
would be erushed 1s reflected ai
the end of a speech I delivered n
the 1980s "

The extract of the speech,
which was attached, read “You
may be powerful mdeed (But)
vou have already lost'! We are
mviting you to come and join the
winning side  You are defend-

ng 11[)

Indefensible Therefore, vou will
bite the dust {*umprehenbwel} f

"You will see that 1 am
addressing vou 1n much the
same terms as | used 1 address-
Ing the apartheid government,
since | believe your newspaper’s
policies reflect a nostalgia for
the past

“Neither I nor the commis-
sion have any intention of
threatening the freedom of the
press The eonstitution for
which [ and manv others fought
and made sacrifices guarantees
vour frecdom of thought as well
4s mine ~

Dommisse answered 1t was
“complete hogwash” that Lie
Burgey longed for the past, as it
was for years a leader with inno-
vative thought thal eventually
led to the transformation of the
country

“Afrkaans-speakers  are
being alienated by continuous
pronouncemenis by TRC lead-
ers like vourself which  are
anticipating vour findings before
they have heen made ™
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GR‘C spokespersan Chrstelle
Terreblanche said this week
that as far as Tutu was con-
cerned, the debate was “in a
dead-end street”

(zeorge Claassen, head of the
journalism depariment at the
University of Stellenhosch, said
the debate was a contimuation of
the age-old struggie between the
media and the msiruments of
the state “Ebbe (Dommisse)
was correct, however, in taking
1ssue with Tutu over the 1ssue of
‘crushing’ the newspaper As
chairman of the TRC he should
know better than to say things
ltke this ”

It 1s not the first time [he
Buirger and the TRC have
clashed Last vear a number of
LDie Burger’s staff members
signed a submission to the TRC,
against the wishes of their editor,
1n which they apologised for the
role Nasiocnale Pers publications
playved n maintaimng apartheid
through 1ts support for the NP

Each of the journalists who
signed this statement receved a
letter of thanks signed by Tutu
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| Media confi

Trevor Bisseker ( 242

THE SA National Editors’ Forum
(Sanef) responded to President Nelson
Mandela’s recent harsh criticism of the

| media at its inaugural conference in

Midrand yesterday by saying that it
would never shirk its watchdog role.
Sanef, made up of senior journalists
and media educators, 18 a result of the
“marnage” of the Conference of Editors
and the Black Editors’ Forum,
In noting Mandela’s remarks at the
African National Congress (ANC) con-
ference last month as well as other enit-
icism of the media, Sanef said i1t was
“committed to transforming our indus-
try to represent fully the communities
we serve”. SA’s constitution granted
the media a historic role to be critical
watchdogs, “especially over those who
wield power in our society”, Sanef'said.
Internm chairman Moegsien Wil-
liams described Mandela’s criticism
earher as a calculated attempt, waith an
election looming, to influence th:a: me-

X7

-Act, generally accepted as unjust”. ;

dia and gain advantage for the ANC!
The conference committed itself to
developing.and defending the credibil-
ity of its mdustry and mstructed the
mcomung council to take these isgues
further in ;lxreparatinn for a meeting
with MandelaonMarch13, -, .
The council elected Sowetan editor
Mike Siluma as chairman,: ,wath
Williams —editor of the Cape Argus—
as his deputy. Judy Sandison, tﬁ:s SA
Broadcasting Corporation regional, ed-
itor in KwaZulu-Natal, was elected
general secretary .
Sanef called on Western Cape attor-
ney-general Frank Kahn to withdraw
subpoehas on two ]f';hntograph_ergpto
ive evidence in the forthcoming mur-
er tnal following the pubhe Iuﬁing*of
gang leader Rashaad Staggie 1n 1996.
It rejected Kahn’s assertion that
they were called as ordinary citizens,
not yjournalists, and descrmbed itas“an
attempt to circumvent the use of Sec-
tion 205 of the Crimunal Proce yres
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Mike Siluma

Siluma gets
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ien Williams WECZL/’B * )
Sanef post

By Morgan Naidu

SOWETAN Editor Mike Siluma was elected as
chairman of the South African National
Editors” Forum (Sanef) yesterday at a gather-
1ng of semor print and electronic media edi-
tors as well as educational representatives

Cape Argus editor Moegsien Williams was
elected vice-chairman

In a brief address Siluma said the various
editors should take into account the differ-
ences m backgrounds and history, but should
“rise above the differences” 1n ensuring a
strong and vociferous media

The three-day launch conference was held
in Midrand and delegates, representing uni-
versity journahism departments, media houses
and radio and television broadcasters, also
adopted a constitution and certain key resolu-
11ons

¥

R4/1/98

One of the hot 1ssues under discussion was
the preparation of a response to remarks and
criticisms made by President Nelson Mandela
at the ANC’s 50th anmversary conference m
Mafikeng late last year

Mandela launched a stinging attack on the
media, especrally the larger media houses,
accusing them of employing senior black edi-
tors as tokens and of trying to unadermne the
ANC government

Sanef delegates wanted to send a clear
message m their resolutton that they did not
agree with Mandela’s remarks

A Sanef delegation 1s to discuss the criti-
cisms with Mandela on March 13 \

The media delegates resolved to continue
their work as the “critical watchdog” of the
Government and society at larse and to make

clear its concerns over press freedom at the
meeting with the President
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The attack on the media by B Y
Nelson Mandela m his valedic. H7 &
tory‘speech at the ANC’s 50th # e
conference m Mafikeng, North 2 9
West, will top the agenda when N e e,
the South African Natiopal Ed- B *F"ﬁ?:f-’}'q TR }’ L
itors’ Forum (Sanef) meets him ‘) N i .
in March, aceording to its St e
newly elected chairman Mike ' e,
Siluma | - a

Speaking shortly after' hig .
election, Stluma, who 1s editor LI
of The Sowetan, saw his new ) *’?,%?{ T
Post as a dauntme task because St =
Of the relationship between the Newly eletted chairman .
media and the Goyernment, . Mike Siluma = N e

‘While ‘accepting thé Gov-
ernment’s right fo criticise the
media, he f&lt ‘the robust mud-

+SLInging was not healthy for ej."

ther, party “We need to develop

a mechanism to settle our dif-

ferences,” he said

A 20-member counerl of edi-
tors which was elected at the
launch will meet Thabo Mbeki
hext month

Among the key resoltions

adopted at Sanef’s weekend

AT
, conference m Midrand wa$ 2

Jreaffirmation that
~ Africa’s ne% constitution has
granted theimedia a histurml*
- role to be eritical watchdogs, es-*
Pecially over those who wigld
power 1n society 4
“This 15 a responsibility
which we will never shirk,” the
conference said
Other resolutions taken
were *

South .

— s —mwa g

Mandela’s media attack to %Oé) editors’ agenda

26 (1192

M To request the president and

other relevant government
minisiries to apply urgent at-
tention fo a review of legisla-

tion affecting press freedom of
expression and freedom of the
media

& To Iobby all editors and jour-

nalism educators to yse their

Influence to accelerate the

transformation of thé media

and framn staff to fairly reflect
the demographies of South

Africa The conference resolved

that Sanef shoild bectme in.
volVed" i thie restiuctirmg of
Journaligin’ education in*#he
context of the Netional Qualif-
catigiis, hﬂﬂ?ﬁ‘?ﬂ}k and, the
) S?(I,lls Development Bil)

- The confererice supported
the concept of an Independent
media ‘development agency. to
assistemerging medha,  *

Sanef said it would*work
with organisations "Jiké ‘' the
National Community Media
Forum and the Indepénﬂént
Media Diversity Trust, to lobby
the: Government - for these
changes . |
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* MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1998

DELEGATION TO SEE MANDELA ABOUT REBUKE

JOHANNESBURG: The new SA National Editors’ Forum says 1tis to
defend the freedom of the press and work to make the media repre-
sentative of the communities they serve.

ELEGATES to the SA National
Editors’ Forum, launched at the
weekend, warned the govern-
ment yesterday that they would never
shirk their duty of keeping a critical
watch over those in power
This was Sanef’s response, at 1ts
inaugural conference, to President Nel-
son Mandela’s stinging criticism of the
media at the ANC'’s conference in
Mafikeng last month
Delegates also undertook to work to
make the media fully representative of
the commuruties they served
Sanef’s council of editors 15 to meet
Mandela on March 13 to discuss the
1ssues he raised

In Mafikeng, Mandela denounced
black editors as token appoimntments in
- a2 “white” newspaper industry He said
media elements were using the domi-
nant positions they had achieved
because of the apartheid system — as
well as the new democracy — to protect
the legacy of racism
The media denounced — as an
attack on press freedom — all efforts to
ensure 1ts own transformation m accor-
" dance with a non-racial democracy, he
‘saud
-, Opening the conference on Saturday,
the acting chairman, Cape Argus editor
Mr Moegsien Wilhams, urged Sanef to
formulate a considered response to Man-

Editors reaffirm their wat

IR

dela’s criticism, which he viewed asan ~ without further debate by delegates

important contribution to a robust

debate on South Africa’s
media

“We must accept that
the wviews expressed
represent those of a large
part of the community,”
he saad “This conference
must use the president’s
speech to take stock of our
media and hammer out
our viston of mediaina
democratic South Africa.”

Debate on a response
to Mandela was pro-
longed and at one stage
centred -on whether

some of his criticisms were valid and

should be acknowledged

An ad hoc sub-commuttee reworked
the resolution, which was approved

CHAIRMAN: Mike Siluma

Sanef said that while 1t had noted

Mandela’s remarks and
other criticisms of the
media, “i1t remaimned
committed to trans-
forming our mdustry to
represent fully the com-
munities we serve”

“We reaffirm that
South Africa’s new con-
stitution has granted us a
historical role to be criti-
cal watchdogs, especially
over those who wield
power 1n our society. Thas
18 a responsibithty winch
we will never shirk.”

With this 1in mind, the new body

bound 1tself to a six-pomnt plan of achon

that included leading the debate on
1ssues affecting the media and develop-

dog

—— — Pp—

Lo

ing and defending the integrity and
credibility of the industry and journal-
1sin as a profession Sanef would strive
for professional excellence Links would
be forged with like-minded groups mn
the country and worldwide.

Sanef would undertake a drive to
recrunt members to ensure that it repre-
sented the full spectrum of its segment
of the media mdustry

The editor of the Sowetan, Mr Mike
Siluma, was elected Sanef’s new chatr-
man, with Wilhams as his deputy and
the SABC Radio’s KwaZulu-Natal
regional editor, Ms Judy Sandison, as
secretary-general

Siluma said the diverse and some-
times conflicting origins of those who
now made up Sanef could not be forgot-
ten, but that the new organisation
should be able to ride above these to
attain common goals — Sapa
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Editors’ forum calls

for press Jaws rethink

Trevor Bisseker Bb a:fh qg

THE SA National Editors’ Forum
(Sanef), at its naugural confer-
ence at the weekend, called for a
review by representatives of me-
dia groups and government of all
legislation affecting freedom of
expression

It decided that its media free-
dom committee, as a matter of ur-
gency, should meet other con-
cerned groups with a view to form-
Ing a joint committee to approach
government and Fnhtmal parties
about amendmg laws restricting
media freedom, including section
205 of the Crimmal Procedure
Act It also wanted discussions on
laws still being promuigated to
govern election coverage

Sanef demanded an end to “the
1mproper use” agamnst journalists
of section 205 or any other law.
Section 205 can be used to force
witnesses to testufy about their
knowledge of a crimimal act.

Sanef has previously discussed
the clause with President Nelson
Mandela and Safety and Secunity
Minister Sydney Mufamadi, who
gave assurances that 1t would not
be used lightly.

i
Legal npucgn‘ig) amed by
Sanef 15 that journabsts have a
“Just cause” defence against the
provisions of section 205, and this
will be used as the basis of Sanef’s
case at a meeting with Mandela on
March 13

Sanef said there were far too
many laws which restricted free-
dom of expression and had no
placen a democracy,

Ombudsman

The conference commutted
Sanef to promoting diversity of
ownership and “corrective action”
m the media, and to assisting
small media compames with
traimng and expertise through an
independent media development
agency

It asked editors to pubheise the

office of the press ombudsman,
who was an 1mpartial arbiter for
unresolved disputes between the
publc and the print media.
00 The ombudsman’s office is at
613 Nedbank Gardens, 38 Bath
Avenue, Rosebank, Johannes-
burg Postal address PO Box
47221, Parklands 2121 Tel (011)
788-4829. Fax- (011) 788-4990
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e~ Lack ofblack languags pross w
. impedes participatory democrac
;o (2Uy5s M% ..—.U Q wy

Pule Molebeledi Party government to mampulate

25D |\ M h.w m opinion, and said the corporation
THE absence of black language wasnow grappling fto define its 1n-
newspapers m SA, where more dependence from the new rulers. —
than 75% of the population did not Madikizela-Mandela said the H
speak English, was a major hin- local media &ﬁme cried for free-
drance to participatory democra- dom of the press but never for re- 1
cy, Winnie Madikize -Mandela sponsibility, objectivity, sensitiv-
said yesterday. T+ ity, thorough. .investi gative jour- .
! f _+ Speaking at the Johannesburg ' nalism  or analytical .~ and

' Press Club, the African Natio informativereporting. , -~
“I Congress women’s league presi- . The press was correctly seen to
. be mﬁ._.m

W TN iy

- Fra  wr - oowarmaEr

) o . dent accused the press of failing to loaded with the' white *
1o ¢ & i strike abalance between ﬂnmww-mm%. supremacist agenda of) the past, L
A - European, conservative liberal-- shesaid. " h » 5
S ; 1sm and an assertive; emerging , She warned that as long as ed-
! “African renaissance”, e 1tors remained loyal to political F
;. She said the media had become * parties and their ideolo ¢ and -
an impediment to an African re- were controlled by the mﬂmgmmm n
- naisgance. “lt lacks sensitivity sector, the sword would reinain
and is out of context with the ma- mightienthan the enin Africa. *
Jority it purports to serve.” ditors needed a paradigm to
; a ela-Mandela said the develop a free, objective, mves-

local press, which she charac- . tigative press rather than the cur-
terised as a bad imitation of Brit- rent diet of superficial analysis *
ish papers, needed urgent intro- and sensationalism

’ spection followed by radical trans- She said the media was the
“ formation if 1t was to play a silent but m_nﬁmwg government *
| meaningful role, that controlled individuals and

. She cited the SA Broadcasting shaped ideas The media raised
African National Congress women'’s league president Winnie Madikizela-Mandela addresses the Corporation as an example of me- the level of people’s conscience by
Johannesburg press Club yesterday. Picture JULANIVANDERWESTHUIZEN  dia used by the previous National reporting on abuse of nghts.
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Govt needs balanced approach to media

HAT exactly do they
want?” asked a Euro-
mmmh diplomat after

earmng Afmecan Na-

tronal Congress (ANC) acting sec-
retary-general Cheryl Carolus
launch a rtual attack on the SA
media at 8 briefing last year

Behind the question lay puzzle-
ment over the ANC's atter sense
of grievance with the mamnstream
rress, when by global standards 1t
18 rather soft on mcqmﬂﬂmn?

What if the local press really
did set out to sabotage the ANC, as
mass circulation tabloids have
done to successive leaders of the
Labour Party in Britain? How
would President Nelson Mandela
and s mumisters react to the
ruthless serutiny to which Bill
Clinton 18 heing subjected?

The picture 18 not a umform
one — some ANC pohitictans and
spokesmen get on well with media
people. Often they are “mternals”
with roots in the trade unions or
the Umted Democratic Front, who
s, S ot

e 8 an ersonal
tes with journahsts. P

It 18 not reassuring that SA’s
next president 8 so openly con-
temptuous of the country’s press,
accusing it of tniviality -— he once
said that 1f Mandela tied his shoes
differently it would make the front
pages — and political 1gnorance.

HM mmnnﬂnﬂmq EHMEMWMEUH of
mind ior a repute canis
Thabo Mbeki appears more quw
mwnm to, mﬂm Enumwnnﬁﬂnmﬂnmm with

e perceptions of European and
US WEEEE than nw.nWm m his
nﬁbwqmm_&mwhw ‘

me bashmg seems to
be reaching new heights of inten-
sity, ﬁmnﬁﬂ%m reflecting the grow-
ing sway of anthorntarian nation-
alists 1n 1ts ranks and pre-election
worrzes about its pubhe profile.

In hus address at the ANC con-
ference, Mandela accused the me-
dia of being part of a white minor-

ity plot to thwart transformation
and of farhng 1n their duty to 1n-
form the masses

As disturbing 15 an apparent
campaign of harassment mﬂﬂnmﬂ
individual reporters, involving a
barrage of complamts over their
heads to editonal chuefs At Bus:-
ness Day this has happened three
ﬂEmmEmmEmuwﬂmmwm

Pohtical parties have, of
course, the right to complam
about artzcles, and newspapers

The .pz C needsto take a long, hard look at its unproductive relationship with the
media, which is fast reaching a new low, writes political editor Drew Forrest

have a duty to remedy real mis-
takes But a feature of the recent
protests has been the dispropor-
honately fierce reaction to minus-
cule faults and attempts to buily
or discredit reporters.

The strong i1mpression 18 that
behind the cutrage over aileged
maccuracies hes discomfort about
the contents of the reports. There
18 particular sensitivity about sug-
%M..Eﬂm of delwery farlure, or of

untty within the ANC and be-
tween it and 1its trade umon and
comrnumst alhes

A recent encounter between a
Business Day editorial team and a
senmior KwaZulu-Natal delegation
of the ANC shed fascinating hght
on how hard-hne elements 1n the
party see the aﬂwmmm_ and gave some
answers to diplomat’s ques-
tion of what they are after

At 1ssue was a report based on
unnamed sources which contra-
dicted the officanl version. Reject-
mg an offer of spacen the paperto
air their views, the politicians ar-
gued that the newspaper had a du-
ty to accept theiwr account, and
publish a correction, as it emanat-
ed from “official structures”. How
could we credit an unnamed
source over the word of such 1m-
portant people?

The clear suggestion was that
the press 18 disrespectful towards
the country’s new leaders

In traditionalhist KwaZulu-
Natal, demands for more deferen-
tial treatment of VIPs may reflect
a strong sense of EmBHnW But
there are also racial undercur.
rents ANC leaders apparently
construe press crifzcism as a case
of whites sitting in judegment on
them and questioming their ability
to govern. Indeed, the KwaZulu-
Natal ﬁwwwﬂnﬁum made 1t clear
they ught that the entire
quuﬁm.mnﬂuhﬂammuﬁﬁwmmm was out
to destroy the ANC and sabotage
democratic change

In Business Day’s case, the con-
spiracy theory went further the
wwumu served g business, whach

d an economic iterest 1n divid-
mg “the people” and thwarting

black unity The offending report
aimed to sow division within the
ANC and between it and the
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP)
What 15 depressing about this
— apart from 1ts sheer loopmness
— 18 the view of the mainstream
press as a monohth. No distinction
18 drawn between Business Day,

which 18 Just as hkely to take a *

swipe at ...Wmnmpﬂnu parties as to
fault the ANC, and pubhcations
on the nght of the spectrum

In an inversion of PW Botha's
paranoa about “media terrorists”,
the media bashers of the '90s be-
heve white reactionanes are
pulling all the strings

Also strongly evoking the total
onsiaught era was the complaint
that Business Day had been “ir-
responsible” by running an edito-
nal urging the IFP to reject ANC
er overtures

was meddhng in the po-
htical arena, 1t was said, which
should be left to pohtical parties
The clear impheation 13 t the
media have a duty to avord re-
poriage complicating the pohi-
c1ans’ Job — not just because thear
task 18 a hard one, but as the ANC
embod:es the popular wall.

There was no sense that the in-
terests of government and pubhe
do not necessanly commade, and
that newspapers are an arena of
debate 1n which journalists, politi-
cans and independent analysts
can all have their say

Being depicted as enemies of
change is galling for white press
people who fought conservative
editors and a hostile state to cover
anW resistance 1 the 1970s and
80s, and who worked under tough
conditions in the “alternative”

8s. It 18 even more msulting to

lack journalists who refuse to toe
government’s line.

Mandela has accused them
more than once of bemg “a-
baasters” of white editors In fact,
young black writers who consider

me

their Emwmmﬂmmﬁnm as a pomt of

ride — Mervyn Gumede, Wally
hele, Justice Malala, Vuyo
Mvoko and others — are the hope

B 132|242

of free journalismin SA

They are also one of the best ar-
guments for affirmative action —
the more they move 1nto executive
Jobs, the harder 1t wall be to pre-
tend that cnticism of government
18 ractally mspired

SA’s constitution gusrantees
press freedom, but the mterna-
tional experience s that such pro-
tection 18 not watertight.

i
4
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It does not shield journahsts
from official harassment via the
courts — on grounds of “seditious
Iibel” or the “theft” of leaked doe-
uments, for example — or mfor-
mal pressures.

SA’s greatest danger comes
from med:a owners mtent on cur-
ryimng favour wath the new pohitical
powers, and editorial E.mb.mm_mum
not strong or principled enough to

5

Netshitenzhe ..usheringin a new order?

resist demands for “patriotic” and

.—.m%wﬂmugmu Jo m.
e ANCs KwaZulu-Natal
ﬁmﬁnmﬁ_ Dumisam1 Makhaye,
that because of its mass

base, the ANC does nof need the
nress Why, then, the incessant
whiming about the coverage 1t
gets? Politicmans and the media
obviously need each other

The chalienge for the media
groups 18 the more raprd advance-
ment of blacks mnto the editorial
and business management of
newspapers Some recogmition is
needed, though, that government
has seriously comphcated this
task by taking so many seasoned
black journahstsinto 1ts service

What the ANC needs 18 a new
way of seeing thangs, starting with
recognition that the mamstream
press 18 not homogeneous and,
with one or two obvious excep-
tions s, not inherently antapomstic
fo arty orits programme

warmwmﬂ who regularly at-
tacks the “counterrevolutionary”
press and sees himself as the Rott-
weiler of the ANC leadership, 1s
an example of all that 18 wrong
with the party’s media strategy
Mbek1 wants a good press, while
shunmng newspapers he consid-
ers hostile and using “commum-
cators” so elusive and unhelpful
most journalists hardly bother
with them. ‘

Government’s new imformation
service, under Mandela’s shrewd
former commumecations chief Joel
Netshitenzhe, may mmprove mat-
ters Its first %n_u should be to
spread the word that independent
journahsm 18 a central pilar of
democracy, and that those who
practise 1t are not “thard force” op-
eratives, saboteurs of change or
lackeys of the owning classes,

Government and party should
make it a condition of employment
that spokesmen should jour-
nalists and mﬁ.ﬂw working with
them. They should be accessible,
willing to cultivate and spend
time with press people, and have
the pohitical skills and knowledge
to 1mpart data which keeps both
mdes 1n business

Because polhitics depends on
subterfuge, tensions between po-
hitical leaders and the mass me
1 2n open society are mewvitable
But the grown-up mﬂﬁgm&u 18 to
influence the press by feeding it
news and perspectaves, not by wl:-
fying 1t from publhc platforms




CAPE TIMES

_Sm_u_.m ,oo<m=>mm of President Nelson Mandela’s speech
at Mafikeng had highlighted deficiencies in press coverage,
It is argued. RYAN CRESSWELL reports.

E South African media 1s
— doing a bad job of covering
the positive aspects of South
Afnca’s changing society, Deputy
President Thabo Mbeki said yester-
day
Addressing a meeting of the
International Advisory Board of
Independent Newspapers 1n
Johannesburg, Mbeki gave as an
example the fact that until recently
the media had not reported the
fact that crime had been dropping
steadily since 1994. This had been
reported only a few weeks ago
Mbeki said this development

had been 1gnored because there
was a “pessimastic mind-set” that
said cime was out of control.

He added that this same mind-
set had contributed to a belief that
good doctors only came out of
places like the University of the
Witwatersrand and not the Umiver-
sity of the Transkei. -

He said positive aspects, like the
fact that the amount of steel sold in
the first half of 1997 had equalled
two-thirds of the steel sold in the*
whole of 1996, were not fully
understood or reported by the
South African media.'

——— ——

Mbeki said coverage of Presi-
dent Nelson Mandela’s speech at

the ANC’s Mafikeng-penference in -

December had

demonstrated the

and said the quality of reporting
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. discrediting the TRC from the start of its activities, Arch-

should be improved, perhaps by:3 bishop Desmond Tutu told the International Advisory

—y

more training.

* 773" Board of Independent Newspapers yesterday
“The media con- **¥ This group had gone to “considerable effort” to try to

=

centrated on some- ... discredit the commisston

deficiencies in South  [EREA" G thing like 17% (of the” ﬁ& " Tutu, who heads the TRC, said the group had wanted
African journalism SO -WW .Mu A i speech). Mainly thosk -..d/pre-emptively” discredit the commission’s final report.
Hesaid 83% ofthe §N8 Ty sections that made The reason the TRC was being attacked, he said, was
content of Mandela’s g = S critical rernarks about . that it was showmg just how evil the methods used by
speech was not : Pl - the press, the Oppos-, apartheid security forces had been, which had placed a
passed on to readers ,onand NGOs.” ~  powerful group n'a very bad light
“Information, b .« Mbeki said it was ;  Hebelieved there was a conspiracy because-
information, informa- L I _ﬂmﬁnm&Em that young ® Of the repeated claims that the commussion was not
tion,” he exclaimed at reporters, without ‘even-handed and was biased towards the ANC
one stage in hus talk. CRITICAL: Mbeki much experience, did @ Of claims that violations by those who carried out
“How do we _ not grasp the impor-  the struggle were treated more leruently

change the society if we don't even
know about it?”

He also calied for more transfor-
mation of the press so that differ-
ent types of voices could be heard

tance of some of the deeper issues
in the long report and said there
was a frend for seruor journalists to
Join management so they would
get better salaries,

® Of claims that the security forces were treated too
harshly,

Tutu denied all the allegations of bias, saymg the com-
mission was bound by the Proclamation of National Unity
and Reconciliation Act to be even-handed.

T —

T
=]




eeniniin.

| pietersburg - The Media As-

of the media

soctation of South Africa
yesterday condemmed contin-
ued white domination of the
print media and called on me-
dia conglomerates to unbun-
dle ownership and diversify
control to ensure effective
black control in the industry.

At a two-day congress,
which ended in Pietersburg
in Northern Province yester-
day, the union argued there
would never be freedom of
the press as long as racism
persisted in the meda.

It also criticised the Gov-
ernment’s Growth, Employ-
ment and Redistribution
strategy (Gear), saying it un-
dermined the interests of

Mwasa urged the Govern-
ment to fund the SABC to en-
able it to carry out its man-
date as a public broadcaster.

It also condemned attacks
on blacks by white farmers in
the Northern Province and
urged blacks to defend them-

selves in the face of such at-

tacks. — Sapa

South Africa’s newspapers
had to be transformed as &
matter of urgency to reflect
the “make-upand character”
of the country, renowned
newspaper editor Ben Bragd-
lee said at the weekend.
Bradlee, the editor of The
Washington Post during the
Watergate scandal and chair-
man of the International Ad-
visory Board (JAB) of Inde-
pendent Newspapeis, was in

. Johannesburg for the board's

annual South African meet-
ing last week. © " : “

As a result of the Water-
gate scandal, President Rich-
ard Nixon became the only

transformation of South
Africa’s media industry
Bradlee said the IAB ex-
pected Independent’s news-
papers to be transformed
within the next 18 months.
“We are saying we don't
have much time. We don't

- want a five-year plan.”

e added that on-going
training would also be vital

for the success of transfor-

+ mation. A

Quall

*ﬁyneedtobesacriﬁcedbe-

cause of fransformation, he

'gald, but everyone in the
+ pewsroom had to be involved

for it to be a success. ..
He said The Washington

1Post, considered one of the

US head of state ever forced *@est newspapers in the

toresign. -cuv . L4 ¥

Independent Ne
owns The Star, Saturday Star,
Sunday Independent, Preto-
ria News, Cape Argus, The

. Cape "Times, Diamond Field

Advertiser, Natal Mercury
and Daily News., -,

One of the central themes
of the board’s meeting was

hadalsobeenforcedto

¢ grapple with the question of
_{ransformation.

“We started (transform-
ing The Post) 30 years ago.
Out of a staff of 320 profes-
sionals, we had 5 maybe 6%
of minorities. Today out of 2
gtaff of probably 640, we
have 18% minorities.”
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Press should ;-

be adve
P e

.| tionship between gov-
“ernment and the press

should ‘be an adversar-
1al'one and suggestions
to the contrary should
be met with scepticism,
DP Jeader Tony Leon
sterday o ¥

The  Jargest print me-
dia group, the Indepen-
dent group, was tread
ing .4 ‘dangerous path
"with a philosophy , that
saw,, 1fs role as beth
ceurt “jester 'and ' im-
bongl (pralse—smger) of
Government, he told a
breakfast meeting.

STt 18 unsettling, to
say s the least, tethmkeff
the press walking arm-
in- -arm with gever n-
ment down'’ the cerrl

| dors of power”

ManymtheANCap "1 |
peared o heheve the .
ress should, be more
respectful to the na-
tion’s leaders, he Sald
Business Day was re-
cently taken to task by
the ANC for runnmg an
editorial urgmeg the IFP
to reject ANC merger

' The pemt was that
nearly every publica-
tiof’or broadcaster had
aclmewledged the legit-
mmaéy of South Africa’s
'democratically elected
agevernment
;éﬁ _“They question not

whether the  ANC |

sheuld govern, but how
théy ’govern.” - Sapa

- — —
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- Press tfreedom 1s one of the

AFTER reading the article, Gov-

ernment needs halanced approach

to media, by Business Day’s pohti-

cal editor Drew Forrest, I was re-

minded of the sayimg The gwmlty
| are afraid!

There has been a systematic
.distortron of President’ Nelson
Mandela’s speech at the African
National Congress (ANC) Mafi-
keng conference Let Madiba
speak for himself “We have to
confront the past three years, the
matter has hecome perfectly clear
that the bulk (not mws of the mass
media in our country has set 1tself
up as a force opposed to the ANC ”

Madiba and the ANC have not
and cannot paint the entire media
with the same brush Indeed,
among the great leaders of the
ANC were those who emerged
from the ranks of journahsts Why
should Forrest think that the
ANC’s criticism of some sections of
the media 15 aimed also at Busi-
ness Day? Why can’t Business
Day count itself among the few ex-
ceptions? The guilty are afraad!

The ANC delegation to the
meeting with Business Day was
not told that the content of that
meeting was gomng to be public
Yet the ANC 158 not afraud of public
scrutiny, What we msist on 1s that
once we decide o go publie, all the
facts must be put on the table

(34

b 20 | A

%ﬁ@@ao\ﬁ_m ANC

ANC KwaZulu-Natal spokesman Dumisani Makhaye replies to criticism of his party’s dealings

with the media

In our encounter with Basmess
Day, there were many disturbing
utterances — especially from
Drew Forrest

From the start of the meeting,
it was pointed out to the Business
Day delegation that the print me-
dia had very httle mnfluence on the
ANC constituency, that any read-
er who beheved the print media
editorials was not likely to vote for
the ANC and that in 1994, the
ANC did not receive more than
62% of the vote because of the me-
dia Indeed, the ANC got 1ts ma-
jority not despite 1ts vilification by
the media but precisely because of
that valification

We also pointed out that the
media does not need the ANC to
survive It 1s financially strong
enough on i1ts own, although it
lacks credibility Therefore they
must both exist and not try to de-
stroy each other

The ANC will continue cham-
proning the freedom of the press
even for counter-revolutionaries
planted 1 the media to resist the
mu.cnmmm of decolomisation and

eraciahsation.

To us, freedom of the press 1s

not a matter of political expedien-
cy but of principle It 1s part of
greater freedoms we were ready to
sacrifice our lives for. For the me-
dia to thrive in SA, it must not de-
mand more or less rights than an
ordinary citizen Madiba says

“We must also reaffirm our com-
mitment to the freedom of the
press and demonstrate thas in all
our practical activities.”

Forrest claams to be concerned
about the freedom of the press It
15 not the ANC that will destroy
press freedom. The credibility of
the media will depend on the me-
daa 1tself, The concept of freedom
of the press 1s not an abstract one
It arose, grew and has always
been related to that media which
%mﬂmwcﬂm the mterests of the
new, democratic and progressive
It never relates to that media
which represents the mnterests of
the old, mmm%aﬁn and dying.

It would indeed be strange if
communists and Jews exterm-
nated by the Hitler regime de-
manded freedom for the propa-
ganda machimery of Josef
Goebbels Conecretely, n SA 1t
should refer to that section of the
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medha that champions the process
of decolomisation and deracialisa-
tion Unfortunately, the bulk of
the mainstream media stands
darect conflict with thas process

The major complaint of the
ANC about the estabhshment me-
dia 1n SA 18 not really that the me-
dia 18 anii-ANC AN over the
democratic world there are media
orgamisations that will be against
thas or that party

The major problem 1s that the
bulk of the media 1in SA 1s colonial
and racist It behaves exactly as
the French media bhehaved to-
wards lberated Algera 1 the
1960s. The ANC becomes the pr1-
mary target only because 1t 15 the
only party capable of completing
the process of decolomisation and
deracialisation

As to the deracialisation of the
media, we 1nvite Forrest to vasit
the editoral boardrooms and
newsrocoms of major news organi-
sations. In terms of racial compo-
sition, they are not different from
the editomal board of Der Spiegel
in Germany or Le Figaro 1n
France,

Forrest accuses the ANC of

referring to the media as counter-
revolutionary The ANC uses this
concept 1n its widest sense Just
hke not all revolutionaries had to
carry an AK-47 against apartheid,
not all counter-revolutionaries
will bomb pubhe places It 1s suf-
ficient just to be a counter-
revolutionary Just hike 1n revolu-
tion, the art and science of
counter-revolution lies 1n the skil-
ful combmmation of legal, sem-
legal and 1llegal methods

In this regard, the bulk of the
media — having realised the
weakness of fragmented opposi-
tion offered by parties of whate
privilege — has constituted itself
1nto a counter-revolutionary polit-
1cal force

It hades its counter-
revolutionary activities behind
the smoke screen of the freedom of
the press

It 1s unfortunate that Forrest
and some white editors are today
pretending to be the real defend-
ers of some black journalists.

Our memones are still fresh of
the fact that those Africans that
were the darlings of whites were
indeed those who were puppets 1n

SEEEEES SBEEESETTERE poabgps
© £ D T = B o Hp Dot ..l_.."nv P o B _
4 = =3 B2 = cm Ap,®
A D bt e L
o PR = G S8, . 2o& &0 o * e o
oo 2o o = g - 5 & &
nﬁﬂTWMH R D = Q0O _EIu_.... O O ﬂqu
CO5TEgESeBSERESE2RY Qg n =

& cre OB N ST EBeaa®gd g 1.mm,
QST ERF e TT o ScobopreDC R0 — B
BSOS OEE g EH Wmﬂ R
Hn.._.._Yli.. =D a o 2 o .m ~ O, £
mwﬁﬁwMEwHimmmmmﬁmmwmsmmwwmu
bl FEERERSESpEulESlam FHE
SIS R

i =
2 e pEBEREE SaEpTRETE EEICEC
& o e U o Fh S = T = i
mbmwumm@%m SEepSRfs LSPEEQ
< BESE R, L BDIRIcSRIEE <gBOgs
sgegEend FESpEispsed oF meE
]
"EEOEFAE BETSEESE3Fy SEE225

0] 1y3NnoJ

1



Africa must use media to build continent

HE power of the media in
the modern world cannot
be exaggerated or over-

emphasised And, Lke
any -Ewni.muﬁ power n public Ife,
it can be used for both good and
evil The evil use of the media 15
always more easilyrdentified than
the good It 1s time that we on this
continent start to harness the pos-
itive power of the media to help
build up our continent
Human nghts abuses more
often than not occur 1n darkness
And, as the famous US Supreme
Court Justice Lows Brandeis once
wrote “The best disinfectant 1
suniight.” By brnnging light to
those dark places, the media 1s
able to expose some of the worst
buman rghts atrocties, which 1s
why 1t 18 so frequently under
attack by repressive governments
around the world A free media
and tyranmecal government are
mcompatible
In countries ruled by author-
tarian leaders, the mediz 1s re-
qured to report favourably on
government policies and ther 1m-
plementation Where 1t does not,
systematic purges are carmed out
1n order to snuff out voices of dis-
sent or cnticism This process has
marked the recent history of the
former %ﬁmn.m%mﬂmd and 13 occur-
rmg even today Only two days
ago, the London Times H.mﬁn.ﬁwa
that Serbian pohice mterrogated
five Belgrade newspaper editors
who refused to describe as terror-
15L3 _Mw_m 20 Ewmﬂmﬁ—nﬂwﬂcmn 1n Inst
week’s securnity c down 1n
Rosova The Ewuﬂmﬂnﬂ minister,
Radrmila Milentjeviex, was guoted
as saying “The government can
expect greater patriotic support
than some of these papers have
been gaving
Inn a few cases evil leaders have
actually used the media as an 1m-
portant mstrument 1n the execu-
tion of ev1l %nrﬁmm The first well-
documented use of the media 1
that way was, of course, by the
Naz: leaders in Germany It was
the sknlful use of propaganda by
Joseph Goebbels and his under-
_Em_m that ﬁ?wm% so0 cerucial a role
1 demonmsing Jews, s1es and
homosexuals and in ._%M%?Bm the
mﬁaﬂnm polictes of Adolf Hitler
: Rwanda, pw ﬂmm,u-w, H*ﬁmmmnﬂbmﬂ use
of propaganda o Mlles
On&bmm that enabled the archi-
tects of the 1994 genocide to incite
the murder of more than 10% of
the &nﬁﬁmﬂnu m three months
e should not underestirmate
the beneficial power of the media
The hormfic images on mllions of
television sereens of starved Mus-

._.:w media’s role in promoting good governance cannot be underestimated but in
Africaitstill hasa EmJS go, writes Constitutional Court Judge Richard Goldstone

€x

hrm men mn Bosman Serb deten-
tion camps so remmscent of 1m-
ages of Naz1 concentration cam
victims, sent shock waves ﬂﬁd:mw
the international commumty
What was often referred to as “the
CNN factor” helped impel the
Umted Nations (UN) Security
Counal to take action 1n the form
of establishing the first interna-
tional cnminal tribunal for the
preosecution of war crimes

The decision to carry out air
strikes against Bosman Serbs by
Nato was taken soon after horr-
fying media coverage of the bread-
line massacre 1n Sarajevo

In national states the media
can play a lezs dramatic but no
less important roie It 1s often an
effectave watchdog for %Enmnnﬁm
human nghts In SA durng the
m%mﬂrm_m years i1t was a handful
of brave journalists who brought
some of the worst excesses of that
system to public attention Some
of them paid a heavy price for
theiwr courage — some were knlled
n crossfire and other were forced
mto exale

SA's parnah status was a con-
sequence of the daily attention
g@iven by the mternationsl media
to the plhight of the majonty of our
nation It was the reports from lo-
cal journalists which enabled that
fo happen The succesas of the anti-
a m.._.ﬁmum campaign was ohe of

e major media victones of the
20th century

As we approach the end of this
cenfury, there are still far too
many countries in the world which
do not have 1n place an adequately
functional free media. And, cer-
tamnly in respect of our own con-
tinent, we have no reason to be
proud. There are few Afrcan na-
fions that can boast of a media
whch effectavely informs people of
events in thewr own countres let
alone the rest of the continent or
the world Even in countrnes with
demoeratic constitutions, the me-
dia 18 often under threat. Of the
Southern Afrcan Development
Community (SATDC) nations, with
the single exception of Swaziland
wiuch does not have a wnitten con-
stitution, media freedom receives
m_ﬂuﬁmnﬂau under the constitution.

e bad news 1s put as follows in
an artrcle i a recent editton of the

Southern Affican Media Law
Briefing “It 15 important to re-
member that despite the constitu-
twnal protection accorded to i,
meda freedom continues to be un-
der constant threat in most SADC
countries In some cases the free-
dom 18 not suffictently entrenched
I the constitution In other cases
statutory and case law permt
wide exceptions to media freedom
on the grounds of national secu-
rity The situation 18 also made
more hostale to media freedom by
laws which place the burden on
wnﬁﬂmﬁmnm to prove that particu-
ar pubheations do not undermine
HEWEEMH m%nﬁﬂww il
would suggest that, generally
spealang, African journahsts do
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not concern themselves sufficient-
Iy with the collectave responsibil-
ity of the media to raise pubhe
awareness about the many unpor-
tant 1s5ues facing our continent.
Indeed, there 13 more Afriean
news on Uable News Network and
the Britash Broadecasting Corpora-
tion than on any African state
television or radio As Aficans we
all need to take ownership of the
successes occurring dady on our
continent and to share mutuai
concern for the humamtanan dis-
asters which continue to unfold on
adalybasis _ .

The truth comrmssion 15 play-
ing an important role m sensitis-
g many South Africans, some
unwilhingly, to the sordid erirmanai

1d era. The

reality of the a
and other se-

gruesome m
rious human nghis abuses com-
mitted by members of the secunty
forces would never have been
made pubhic but forrmts work.

mﬁm success of the EHEEEEW,
I bringing greaier awareness o
these dark evenis, without ques-
tion, 158 attmhutable to the
extensive and sensylave coverage
given tots activities by the media

Much national and mterna-
tiontal media attention was grven

to the commission of In into
Mcrﬂnm.- viclence which I headed
urmg SA’s difficult years of tran-

sition. That media attention led to
Secunty naﬁmnm pressure on _”Wm
government, forang 1t to provide
greater pohitical and logistacal
support to the commission. One
consequence was the government
agreeing to allow the commssion
1ts own local and foreign police 1n-
vestigators That gave us the ca-
pacity to conduct what became a
ﬂEM licised raid on an nﬂ&nm
used by mlitary mielbpgence The
raad provided the first hard eva-
dence of what wasreferredtoas s
“third force” operating to sabo
the movement todemocracy in
Another example relates to the
UN war cnmes tribunals for the
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.
Without media attention neither
of these mmstitutions would have
grown mto the visble institutions
that they have become m,_umzm_.
media attention forced the cash-
strapped UN {0 put its money
where 1t mouth was and to allo-
cate a substantia! budget to both
iribuns=is at a tame when 1t had to
make diffiemit mdgefing choices

, Therewas alot of senmitive report-

ing on the effects of delaying the
work of the tnbunals — the an-
guish of the victams who had al-
ready waited too long; the preju-
s (1n the

dice to the peace
1tzelf of allow-

former Yugosia

-“::... | 10g war criminals to hive m free-

dom 1n the very places where their
HHWﬂE%uMuﬁmm were nnw._ﬁnnmn_

e coverage o e slow
progress of the Rwanda tribunal

o #* . ultimately resuited iz an internal

GOLDSTONE

mn inte maladmimistration
w1 the tribanai, which led to
1mmnportant remedhal action.

As far as the Yuposlavia tn-

bunal 18 concerned, m recent
months we have seen a ssgruficant
turnaround in Nato policy wath re-
gard to the arrest of alleged war
cnmunals in Bosma H ovina
As result the tmbunsl now 24
of those charged 1n its custody —
as opposed to one 18 manths ago.
Much work needs to be done on
our continent with regard to the
traaning and development of good
journalists In the northern hem-
sphere well-established and re-
spected schools of journshsm are
MMAHE&.F How many are there m
ca? Pitfully few And the an-
swer 18 not only to send buddmg
African journalists to schools m
faraway places We need a media
that 18 staffed by well-tramned
journahsts who are part of therr
own culiture t
In too many African countnes
the news coverage of what 15 hap-

cntiise the many white Sounth
Africans who have become pes-
gimstic after just three years of
freedom for our country Ireferred
to ther failure to appreciate the
tremendons strides we have
made Much of that negative sen-
fiment can be atimbuted to:the
farlure of our medza to report those
achrevements with the same en-
ergy as they report negative devel-
opments The same, 1 would
gest, 18 true of the media
although I em not surgesting that
the bad news should not be given
full attention

The responsibihity o uncover
abuse and to promote transparen-
¢y m government 13 one of the
most important roles ofthe media.
alicing back downia shppors clops

g OWN A 8l1ppery alope

towards totahtanamsm. Howev-
er, thie role has to be exercised re-

onsibly and constructively

qually important to the develop-

ment of a viable and {lourishing
democracy 18 a sense of confidehce
1 people and 1nstituticns For ev-
ery mnstance of corruption there
are two or three or four selfless
people are worlung pomtively to
reconsiruct our society If the me-
dia 1s to do justice to 1t8 respon-
sbihty to promote a colture of
democracy and human nphts, 1t1s
vital that suffictent energy 18 de-
voted to the propress towards
these goals and a pnide 1n African
successes cultivated

O Thts i3 an excerpt of the address
by Goldstone at ¢ n Jour-
nalist n_m_ the Year awards in Sand-
tonon 'y _



Media unions ! e(jl%]f pay dispu%g?
The{;hagvz ears’ following thCeEﬂ'(;'ns.’sdretjhecuon

Durban -
Association of SA and other

unions have declared a pay dis- paper gro
pute with independent News- dispute resojution meeting.
papers, Mwasa said yesterday Mwasa, SA Union of Jo
The dispute was referred o 1518
the Commission for Concila- SA Gen
Numdusa want 11,2%. — Sapa

| tion, Mediation and Arbitration
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Say why three papers accused

By CP REPORTER ‘HL’.?)

THE FREEDOM of Expression Insti-
tute has called on the President’s Of-
fice to make known why three news-
papers were accused of being part of
an ‘tlaborate disinformation cam-
paiin aganst the State

I The accusations were made by
sPresidential spokesman Parks han-

kahlana who claimed that the three
newspapers campaigned with the
help of disaffected members of the
mntelligence and military establish-
ments

The three newspapers accused by

| -Mankahlana are Die Burger, Citizen

and:the weekly Rapport

The newspapers were accused of
pubhishing distortions and fabrica-
tiors aimed at creating panic and

~uncertamty m the country

The Institute also called for the
President’s Office to make public
the alleged connections between
these newspapers and the intelll-
gence and the military, 1dentify the
journalists concerned and the role
they may have played and also pro-

of, dist
vide ev1der%ﬁ1&tje%fl§c Czihﬁe

operation 1s still at work
Stratcom was a uni operating
covertly under the previous regime
to sow disinformation agaimst the
liberation movements and political
activists opposed to government
Other demands by the Institute
are for
The release of the“Meiring Re-

port” which alleged that there was
a coup plot against the govern-
ment

The report was compiled by Mil-

Political comment and newsbills by X Sibiya and
1. Kalane, headlines and sub-editing by F Moyo, all
of 2 Herb St, New Doornfontem, Johannesburg

stortions — Institute

tary Intelligence and was submi-
ted by army chief General Georg
Meiwrmg to President Nelson Man-
dela two weeks ago
] The release of the Ismau
Mahomed report which was estab-
lished by Mandela to investigate
the coup allegations

The Institute said 1t regarded the
allegations as “extremely serious”
and believes that unless there is
full disclosure on these clamms, the
public will remain uncertain of
their implications
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Union declares dispute .
with Sowetan newspapeér:

renescrmwiaty (249)) pa 23 Jj] 96

THE Media Workers’ Association of SA (Mwasa) has
declared a dispute with the Sowetan and plans to
picket the New Africa Investments-owned newspa-
per for allegedly failing to comply with 1ts affirmative
action policy by not promoting imnternal staffers into
more senior positions,

The umon, which has a major stronghold m the
company and 1s believed by observers to “de facto run
the place”, as it demands mvolvement in all signif-
icant appomtments, has argued that people mside
the organisation should be affirmed This emerged
after the positions of managing editor and pctures
editor were not filled by those mside the company
and had subsequently been advertised externally.:,

. Mwasa said management was trying to under-
mine some of the gains made by the union with re-
gard to affirmative action A umon meeting held ear-
her this week adopted a vote of no confidence 1 the
editor, Mike Siluma.

Sources close to the Sowetan said elements within
the umon had tred to blockaglﬂuma’s appointment.
This was because they felt that Siluma was too close
to the African National Congress. o
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OWETAN staff stiged a lunch-
time picket yesterday against the
company’s alleged fatlure to com-
ply with 1ts affirmative action pol-

1y
¢ The workers ~ who sang, toy1-

“foyled and carried placards\
denouncing management — sard

N

the company was reluctant to prQQ\

mote nternal staff to more sentor
posifions

- The workers declared a dis-
pute with ménagement through
the Media Workers® ‘Association
of South Africal, They have

T

demandeq&?ﬁ?oh:ﬂpegi in all sig-

-nificant appointments at the news-
B |

paper. -
- The workers’ spn‘lwsman, Joe
Mdhlela, said they would contin-
ue their luach-time picket daily
untif management had responded
to thewr dempnds.. *35

If ma gg_ﬁgﬁt* farled to
te3pond tg't it défhands expedr-
trously, -$taff " might resolve to
embark on other forms of protest

actton, -including a full-blown

ﬁstﬂ‘k‘e: hé said

:
1y

Some of the placards read:

*“Stooges must go”, “Sowetan 1s

?..

lying about affirmative action”,
“Away with racism” and “All
power to Sowetan workers”

The picket followed the place-
ment of two advertisements for a
managing editor and a picture edi-
tor 1n the press recently Workers
said the ads imphied management
was not looking at people mside
the company. ;

Sowetan deputy managing
director Mr Mike Tissong said
management did look at workers
mside the company but could not
find anyone suitable for the posi-
tions

Tissong said about five or six
weeks ago, the newspaper adver-
tised the positions mternally and
recetved four applications — one
for a pictures editor and three for

fd managing editor.
3
7%~ He said the apphcants were

sinterviewed by a panel and 1t was
" ielt: that they did not qualify
# pecause of the kind of responses
Fthey gave

a

“It's quite a pity that this mat-
ter 1s now being discussed 1n the
public domain It is damaging to
those people and thewr careers, if
they ever thought Pf leaving
Sowetan” *

Tissong said the applicant
mterviewed for the.post of prc-
tures editor could not bepromoted
to the position because he demon-
strated he could not carry out a
management respofisibility

One applicant.for the position
of managing editor did not quahfy
because n the interview, he also
showed that he could not manage
hus staff

Tissong said the other two
applicants did not quahfy because
they did not have enough experi-
ence to occupy such a sentor post
- Sapa



Editors meet Mandela over press laws

mtlmcgv‘tg 7 /vycfe_t?mﬂ/edigfmml ’g dglsclose

Political Correspondent

South African newspaper, radio
and television editors have
urged President Nelson Man-
dela to remove from the South
Afimean statute books restric-
tive apartherd-era legmslation
1mpinging on press freedom

A delegation from the South
African National Editors
Forum (Sanef) met Mandela in
Cape Town yesterday to argue
for the removal of section 205 of
the Crimmal Procedure Act,
which was used by the previous
government to force journalists
to disclose their sources,

Many journahsts have been

L —

-

their sources
Police 1 the Western Cape
recently threatened to invoke
section 205 to force journalists
to disclose mformation relating
to the gruesome murder two
years ago of Hard Livings gang
leader Rashaad Staggie
Mandela and the editors
agreed that a meeting would be
held with Justice Minister Dul-
lah Omar and Safety and Secu-
rity Minister Sydney Mufa-
madi to discuss the legislation.
Sanef said section 205 was
1 conflict with the media free-
dom clause in the constitution.
The editors also mquired
about the Open Democracy Bill.
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In dozens of countries around the world, journalists, editors and publishers are
murdered, assaulted, detained and harassed. Their publications are censored, fined,
suspended and closed down World Press Freedom Day on Sunday exists to recognise

the sacrifices made m the struggle for freedom of the press and to put pressure on the

HE World Association of Newspa-

netal Kofi Annian to give his views
on the global struggle for press free.
dom and to say what the UN could
do to support the struggte

KOF1 ANNAN: I think the world media today
plays a central role in freedomn and a global
exchange of In on and Ideas, and this Is also a
major prerequilsite for democracy, development and
peace We have also maintalried that a knowled; ohie

- i) tyrannty and abuse of power, because they know how to
SPEAKING HIS MIND: UN Secretary-General %mh?gmmﬁ f,rmm Der-

laration of Human Rihts, we are reminding the pub-
lic that these rights are theirs and that the only solid
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BEHIND BARS: In Cameroon, opposition newspaper publisher Pius Njawe was sent to prison for
a year for reporting that Presldent Paul Biya suffered from a heart conditlon
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citizen is the best investment one can have against

V; &

numergus governments that confinue to deny thetr atizens this basic human nght.

b EE

. bﬂ;efarmmtylsmwbﬂsmmﬂmmleoﬂhwmﬂ
s*vpers (WAN) asked UN Secretary~~ respect for P, -
WAN: Seven years ago in Windhoek, an

rights

important conference took place under the aus.
ptees of the UN and UNESCO, which gave birth

to the Windhoek Declaration for an Indepen. **

dent and Fluralistic African Press This declara-
tlon Is now celebrated on the May 3 — the date
of its adoption — as World Press Freedom Day
At seven years dlstance, what are your vlews on
the evolution of freedom of the press in Aftica?
As an African first of all and then as UN Secretary
General, are you satisfled with this evolution?

KA: There have been some Is in sorne
countries, but we Still have a long way to g0 These
questions of freedom of th.2 press, freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of association are things that the
African continent has to work harder at achieving It is
thils lack of toleranoe and lack of of diverst-
y that has not only led to many pelitical conflicts on
the continent, but also the tendency to tmprison people
we disagree with 6rwho don'’t share our views,

But there are hopeful signs, In the sense that
African people are becoming aware of their rights
and starting to assert thelr rights More and more
governmients are beginning to embrace democracy
and government based on the rule of law, which
should be the only legitimate base of authority

And we are also seeing some very hopefid signs
where African governments have banded together to
remove a funta that came to power through the use of

force, as in Slerma Leone These are hopetrd! signs It KA: First of all, whenever there is a loss of life this
hasn’tresolved all the problems but % has the is something that concerns me
I think we should persevere and try VETyone nas ¢ ght  andconcems aliofus Butwhen  _
toopen up society and work hardto to freedom of opinlon  foumalists and people who rep- iﬁ.f
create the enabling environment d ion: thi resent or speak for others and
that would not only allow peaple to ﬂ:rl‘ll iflxgr 355 On; Us EXPOSE excesses are eliminated,
express their views, but to live their tincludes freedom  weareallosers Welseawle  °
lves 1$ A!quae fillest, to hold opinions that speaks out, a voice that
* The concept of a New shines a spotlight on someof the -
World Information Order was  Without interference and painful abuses in soclety But 1
e mominatte | (OSek eceveand - unakticebmiin
service of national governmens  Ltpart informationand o5z e Hch Commissioner i
It was phased out by UNESCO, ideas through any media of Human Rights, is really to ol
but we fear some of its promoters and regardless press this respect for human  —_
will try to revitalise thisidea from Barcies rights and for socleties based on
UN headquarters in New York of frontiers, the rule of taw e
What Is your position on this? — Article 19, Universal WAN Inmany countrles, *--
KA I think that concept, that ! themain demandsarestillfor  In:
approach, died a long time ago Declaration of Human food, shelter and education '
There was also quite a bit of misun. Rights Inyour opinion, whatarethe '
derstanding regarding the whole links between povertyand  °

concept But as far as 'm concerned, the concept Is
dead and there Is no desire or Intenition to review the
concept and nm with it. I don’t think we need to worry
abovt a revival of the New World Information Onder

thelack of a free flow of information?

advancement of soclety If you have an educated peo-  Z'-
ple, who have lolerance and also understand the need

i b
W ot 1+ Ab-

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE: According to the -~
countries throughout the world

WAN How do you react each ime youleam  for
that a journalist has been assassinated or impris-
oned somewheze in the world? And what can the
UN do to put pressure on governments that

detaln Joumalists today?

ir
¥

KA. Lack of education is agreat impediment tothe =~




s and publishers are
= are censored, fined,
T EXists 10 recognise

to put pressture on the
hasic human right.
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" signs, In the sense that .
" aware of theirrights  PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE: According to the World Assoclation of NEhspapers (WAN), there &re at least 138 joumnallst imprisoned In 24
i Fights More and more countries throughout the world GRAPHIC: WAN
. to embrace democracy
~ the rule of law, which WAN: How do you react each time youlearn  fora free flow of information, you are ahead of the  press has the polltical and material means to
“* wixc of authonty that a journallst has been assassinated ot imprls-  game. Where poverty Is endemic and people are not fully plny its role In this work to promote democ-
o some very hopefil shins - oned somewherein theworld? And whatcanthe eduoted, they wor'teven begin to think of someofthe  racy and durable development?
have bunded mgeﬂ:erm UN do to put pressure on goverpments that ismasﬂmtynuhmemised Their conoems are so basic KA, I thirk that the press does have an important
Jowei infougntheuseof  detaln joumnalists today? and so pressing, that the Issue of the free flow of tnfor- ~ toleto play in two aspects, Int disseminating informa-

These are hopefil signs It KAt First of all, whenever there isa loss of ife this -~ mation may not be the most important in thetr lives, tion and getting the public to know what their ights

B Is something that concems me But I thirk that where wegreable are and encouraging them sometimes
-.andty “Everyonehastheright  audconcemsallofus. Butwhen o matntain a certain tevel for peogle,  “Every individual to stanid up for themselves The other
_therdtn 44 freedom of opinion  Journalists and people whorep-  the free flow of information becomes  shall have the right area where the press, in these situa-

o= d ion: thi resent or speak for others and  an essential aspect and If the goven- tions, has an importtmr role to play is

et QNG EXDIESSION WS e, oycposes arecliminated,  ment doesn’t defiver, the peaple will toreceive I expose excesses, to expose abuses of
wethelr  right includes freedom H;WEHH l’fsem We Ias;n t?'fﬂﬂ den}and g—ﬂwwﬁm frit.  information Every power —and to let the public know
: that speaks out, a voice that 1 today’s age, Intemet what is going on, generaily This,

JaNew  toholdopinions  Ci S aspotiightonsomeafthe  and the new techmologies, wewilsee  ndiVidual shall haps,gives e chance t get i e
rderwas  Without interference and painful abuses tn society But!  anmch freer flow of information, but ~ have therightto g of what I call preventative jour-

" halions to seek, receive and thintk what we've been trying to  no government, no leader can prevent express and nalisr, which in effect ts not Hmited

at the impazt inf 4 d do, particularly through our it Infact, some of It won't even be vis- dissemi to Affica
wana P ormiaton an ofjice of the Hizh Commissioner  itle for thewn to be able to stop or con- ate The media tends to come 17 when
INESCO, ideas through any media of Human Rights, Is reaily to  trol Again, it requires a certainlevel  opinions within  there is bloodshed, when there is g
. and regarclless press this respect for human — — poverty can be a great impe.lment, the law.” violent situation and then go hone
Idea from . b nshts and for societies based on WAN: You had the courage to ' the moment the story is over And yet,
York. of frontiers. the rule of law denounce, in front of African - Article 9, there are situations where the press

HOY; — Article 19, Universal WAN' In many countries, heads of state at the OAU summit  African Charter has done, and can do, very important

e that Declarati ! £H the main demands are stl} for in Harare last June, those regimes Ean d on work, whmwuamsaendewl‘op!ﬂg

ago 01 O Human food, shelter and education  which continue to violate human uman an problem, an Issue

vj - Rights Inyour opinlon, whatarethe  rights You sald that human rights People’s Rights Sometimes you write one article

whoie links between poverty and  should be at the centre of any pro- about it and drop It. I think we need to
concerned, the conceptis  the lack of a free flow of information? gramme which seeks to promote democracy and stk with a story We nieed to keep ina man-
~~intention to review the RA: Lack of education is a great impediment tothe  durable development. What importance doyou  ner that will induce, or jolt people in authority to act

" “urinkweneedtoworry  advancement of If you have an educated peo-  give to the actlon of the press in the accomplish-  before the explosion, Not to write, walt for it to explode,

vurdd Information Onder  ple, who have tolerance and also understand the need  ment of this fdeal? Do you think that the African

World
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publisher of lvory Coast's opposition daily La Vore, are released after seven months in Jail.
PICTURE: AFP

Jailed, harassed
A tough April

LT1]7 [48

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast: In the
space of a week, a reporter was
killed, a newspaper editor was
dragged off by security agents and
a publisher was ordered to remain
1n prison for a year

During the same week, a former
radio correspondent was accused
of treason and the offices of an
Opposition newspaper were ran-
sacked and looted by armed thugs

For journalists 1n West Africa,
from war-wracked Sierra Leone to
repressive Congo, Apnl has been a
cruel month,,

“Over the last two years, the
West African sub-region has
become the worst region 1n Africa
with regard to press freedoms,”
says Mr Kakuna Kerina of the New
York-based Commuttee To Protect
Journalists.

BBC reporter Eddie Smrth was
killed in April during an ambush
while trying to cover the latest fight-
ing it Sierra Leone, his homeland,

Two days later, Hilton Fyle, a
former BBC correspondent from
Sierra Leone, was charged with
treason for allegedly working with
that country’s recently ousted mili-
tary junta

In Cameroon, an appeals court
judge ordered opposition newspa-
per publisher Pius Njawe to reman

killed:
for Africa

mﬁ 7)

in prison for a year

Njawe’s crime? Reporting that
President Paul Brya suffered from a
heart condition The government
demes the report, but Njawe stands
by hus story

Stlencing journalists in Africa 1s
nothing new, but press freedom
activist Mr Robert Menard says the
methods of suppressing informa-
tion are changing Leaders intoler-
ant of dissent and critcism in some
West African countries are now
employing more sophusticated cen-
sorshup through the courts

“In Cameroon, for example,
President Biya 18 replacing outright
censorship with court rulings
against a free press,” said Menard,
the secretary-general of the Paris-
based Reporters Without Borders

In other cases, censorship st1il
takes the form of outright intim:-
dation In Niger, gunmen ran-
sacked and looted the offices of the
independent Republican newspa-
per “This was a commando opera-
tion ordered by the government to
silence our newspaper,” editor
Mamane Abou said,

Days earlier in Congo, newspa-
per editor Michel Ladi Luya was
arrested by security agents and

"dragged from s newspaper offices
in Kinshasa

Y,

¢ §

No formal charge has been lev-
elied against Luya or his newspaper,
The Record, which called the arrest
an officiz! “kidnapping” by Presi-
dent Laurent Kabila's secunity detail

Luya had printed a letter from
opposition leader Mr Etienne
Tshisekedi that called Kabila’s rule
totalitarian

In February, the editor of The
Potential was arrested after publishs
ing an article questiorung Tshiseke=
di’s internal exile to his hometown
in eastern Congo Mondeste
Mutingo Mutuishay: was free
three days after his arrest -

And then there’s Nigeria — per-
haps the most repressive regime in
West Africa — which routinely jafis
reporters, trashes newspaper offices
and accuses leading opposition
journalists of treason ”

At least 17 journalists are
known to be 1 prison, the Coms
muttee to Protect journalists say?
One semor newspaper editor is on
trial for allegedly collaborating
with mihtary officers to overthrow
General Saru Abacha

“We have a very active and
vibrant press in Nigeria, but you
have to know where to draw the
line,” says Augustine Nwikinaka, a
reporter for the state-controlled
Rivers Radio — Sapa-AP
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Former Amencan journalist Reginald Stuart addresses the Freedom Forum in Rosebank, Johannes-
burg yesterday in honour of World Press Freedom Day. Picture TREVOR SAMSON

——

Press freedom threatened by lack
of ) o%ﬁm: ic professionalism
N_u

Taryn m:,_pwn&v. \mu\aw%

A LACK of professionalism and inaccuracy in jour-
nahism were among the factors threatening freedom
of the press, former Rand Daily Mail edator and Free-
dom of Expression Institute chairman Raymond
Louw said at a World Press Freedom Day discussion
m Johannesburg yvesterday.

Equally problematic was the harsh censorship
laws governing many African countries and the high
number of yournalsts being detained for stores they
had written. -

The “juniorisation” of newsrooms had also become
a problem with more experienced journalsts leaving
the profession, Louw said

American newspaper recruiter and former jour-
nalist Regimmald Stuart saxd that the freedom of the
press was threatened by the droppmg of journalistic
standards.

“The ethical lapses we have committed have done
far more to dimimish our credibihty with the public
than any form of government censorship could do,”
said Stuart “If we are not beheved we are nothing ”




pendent Newspapers for three years,
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Independent Néwspapers isto
establish a Chair of Media
Transformation at Rhodes

University in Grahamstown.,

The announcement by the head of
the department of journalism and
media studies, Guy Berger, comcided
with International Press Freedom Day
at the weekend, which Professor Berger
sa1d symbolised the importance of the

initiative for South Africa. *
- The chair will sponsored by Inde-

Chief executive officer Ivan Fallon
said transformation was the highest
priority for the media in South Africa,

| and Independent Newspapers was

pleased to be able to make a contribu-
t10n to benefit the industry and, there-
fore, the country. |
“We're all engaged in transforma-
tion, and we will all benefit,” he said.
Professor Berger said the new post

- would hold up a mirror to South

Africa’s media, and added: “The chair
will research the successes and prob-
lems m transforming journalism - and
journalism traiming - line with our

ne

ot Yt s

t

cénging society. South Africa’s con-
text has changed and our society now
enjoys free and independent media.

«“This chawr will give back-up to the
changes taking place within the
media.” .

A board representing a range of
media companies would act as refer-
ence for the chair, Its members includ-

-ed Independent Newspapers editorial

{director Shaun Johnson, Sowetan edi-
‘tor-in-chief Aggrey Klaaste, Irene
¢ Charnley of Times Media, Midi Televi-
_“sion head Nomazizi Matshotshisa,
' ; "author Anthony Sampson and repre-

sentatives of the SABC, Primedia,
Penta and KagisoMedia, ' =«
Mr Fallon said that Independent
Newspapers had insisted the company
exercised no control over the chair.
“pransformation is bigger than
mter-company rivalry,” hesaid.
The challenge to achieve properly
representative and relevant media com-
panies, producing journalism of the
highest quality, was a national priority.
The Chair of Media Transformation
would be advertised in May and he
expected it to befilled by August.

—— -




By Annette Lansink

HE FORTHCOMING 1999 national
elections have re-activated dis-
cusstons around the meanng of
democracy The discussions,
expounded from various platforms,
offer an opportunity to reflect on the
experiences of the last four years of
democratic governance
Untortunately most submissions
have put forward an impoverished
notton of democracy - in which
democracy is seen as a mere mecha-
nism to control government
This liberal conception of democra-
cy, preferred by busimess, white opposi-
t1on parties and the media, 15 posted as
the universally accepted tdeal
In dong so, other conceptions of
democracy, such as an African oriented
concept of democracy i which notions
of rights and duties to the community, a
communitarian approach and consen-
sual decision-making are central ele-
ments, are brushed aside
Winle eager to limit the power and
role of government, business and the
white media have turned a blind eye to
the gross economic imequalities
The exclusion of the state i mpor-
tant spheres of our existence and the
reluctance to take power relations nto
account are major weaknesses m such a
notion of liberal democracy
This Iirmted and decontextualised
notron of democracy can only serve to
legittmise and sustatn the historical
socio-economi¢ 1mbalances Apart-
herd not only manifested itself n
depriving the black majority of the
right to vote, but also 1n total econom-
1c subordination

Civil liberties

So 1t 1s fallacious to pretend that with
the acceptance m 1994 of universal
franchise the government’s role can be
limited to non-intervention mn the free
market forces and 1n the private sphere
by guaranteeing the civil hiberties of
individuals

Instead, the government should use
Its power to mmplement 1its philosophy
of political and socio-economic
change, and n the process utilise the
full resources of the state to make the
new order a reality

Surely democracy entails more than
the five-yearly walk to the ballot box?

The media could take 1ts lead from
the Constitution The preamble of the

—
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Constitution accepts a more substantive
notion of democracy, with an emphasis
on democratic values, social justice and
fundamental nghts

The core values enshrned m the
Bil of Rights and its mterpretation by
the legislative and judicial branches of
government, in particular the equality
clause, gives credence to a substantive
vision of constitutional democracy

What about the critictsm levelled at
the African National Congress-led
Government of muffling opposition
and thereby compromising democracy?

The Government stands accused of
remnterpreting the meaning of democra-
Cy to swif its own party-political inter-
ests and to ensure political conformity

Is the Government endangermg
democracy by staving off criticism or
does it have a nght to defend itself,
especially when such crnticism 1s
couched 1 racist undertones?

It 1s 1mportant to situate the role of
government within the context of tran-
siion and nation building, especially
when remnants of the old order are stili
the most influential role players mn the
economy and when third force and
counter-revolutionary activities are no
figments of the imagination

The Government has a historic task
and mandate to redress past mnequali-
ties, re-configure the new conscious-
ness and to reclaim the human dignity
of all South Africans

Therefore the Government’s com-
mitment to democracy cannot only be
measured by the level of tolerance of
criticism, but by its contribution to cre-
atmg and shaping the new equitable
and just society Centunes of colomial-
1sm-apartheid cannot be negated with-
out an affirmative state

The Government 1s and shouid be
the major agent 1n transforming the
slructures 1n soctety from a racist, sex-
Ist, authoritarian and unrepresentative
past towards a umited nonracial, non-
sexist democracy

No real liberation can take place
when the previously excluded majority
is merely integrated 1n the structures of
Oppression

Furthermore, 1t can be argued that
the dynamics of the dichotomy
between governmenta! and opposition-
al pohitics are dafferent i the transition-
al phase of nation-building

Also, the prvotal role which various
kinds of 1nstitutions 1n soctety, such as
the medta, non-governmental organisa-
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tions, churches, educattonal ‘Institu-
tions, business, civic orgamisations,
nstitutions supporting democracy and
opposition parties play in enhancing
democracy needs to be recognised and
examined

One may nightfully ask how much
these mstitutions and orsans of civil
society contribute to consohdating and
deepening the new democracy

The 1mpression 1s sometimes creat-
ed that the Government s under fire
from all these instituttons Closer
scrutiny, however, reveals that only two
sectors — besides the opposition parties
- have been consistent m therr fierce
criticism of the Government the busi-
ness community and the media

It 15 1o comcidence that these two
sectors are still predomumately white

Valid criticism

Other nstitutions of civil society,
specifically the trade unions, have dis-
played an extraordinary measure of
restraint to ensure a strengthenmg of
the economy and enticing nternational
nvestment 1n this country

Despite the Congress of South
Afnican Trade Unions’ persistent and
valid cnticism of the Government’s
macro-economic policy, the Growth,
Employment and Redistitbution strate-
8Y, oppostiional mass action has been
very lumited for the sake of the tnipartite
alliance

Institutions supporttng democracy,
such as the South African Human
Rights Commussion, the Commussion
on Gender Equality and the Public
Protector, have come out 1n support of
the new Government

One of the tasks of the media 15 to
challenge the pervasive power of exist-
ing “old order” beliefs, prejudices and
practices Unfortunately the white
media has failled to engage 1ts readers
sufficiently m the socio-economc real-
itics and aspirations of the black major-
Ity

The night to vote or political equal-
ity 15 fundamentally undermined by
the gross economic inequalities It 1s
precisely for this reason that the role
of the media should extend beyond
being a watchdog, the media should
play its role in the effort to create a
national consciousness of substantive
democracy

(The writer 1s a lecturer m the
depariment of public law at the
University of Venda, Thohovandou )
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By Mokgadi Pela

THE Media Workers’ Association of
South Africa (Mwasa) scored a major
victory yesterday when the Labour
Court remstated 54 members who
were dismissed following an indus-
trial dispute 1 August last year

At the same time, Judge E
Revelas ordered that the Mwasa
members be paid 10 months wages
retrospectively The court gave those
applicants whose affidavits m respect
of wages were not before court untii
May -i5 to do so

fmk elated general secretary of

| MwasaMr Sithembele Khala saud

At
“This. Qggder should serve as a lesson

ue to behave as if we are 1n the pre-
Wiehann times when they would dis-
regard workers’ nghts wath umpunity
For far too long we have observed an
attitude among employers of disre-
garding the labour laws of this coun-
try”’

The workers, all former’employ-
ees of Mustek, were accused by the
company of having gone on ap
“unprotected strike over wages” The
matter  was referred to the
Comrnussion  for Concihation,
Mediation and Arbitration (CCMA)
and finally to the Labour Court m
Biraamfonten, Johannesburg

Mnustek’s Belinda Toweel said

“We are not aware that there was any
court case today or any ruling We
will, however, consult with our
lawyers to see what line of action we
should take

Khala mvited workers who had
not yet filed affidavits m respect of
their wages to go to the Mwasa
offices tomorrow to enable the unon
to prepare the documents

Meanwhile, the  Southern
Transvaal region of Mwasa will hold
1ts shopsteward counci] meeting at 5
Wanderers  Street, Johannesburg,
tomorrow Issues to be discussed
include a repori-back on the'#ecent
national congress in Pietersburg The
meeting wiil start at 9am
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ARGUS CORRESPONDENT thata &H.ﬂnﬁn.wmﬁm on media policy Africa, sa1d the plan appeared 1o be moreincentivef Nm$ﬁ Spapers
# was bemg set up that would draftreg-  “imncredibly vague” tobeopened |, - |
Johannesburg — Newspaper ulations and legislation to ensure He said possible changes to distri- Mr Fallon sald big newspaper _
group executives do not see more diversity of ownership. bution channels probably were Jimed companies had already put money
legislation to regulate media . He sa1d the Government also was at the supply network once largely 1wmtoa community media trust, and
. owmnershp, inciuding distribution lookingat an agency to consider the owned by Independent and Times sdded: “Subsidised newspapersare
: and printing, as necessary. but distribution of rescurces to commu- Media (TML), but nowrunasa sepa- muchless likely to make it than those |
community media do. _ nity media The commercial media rate entity with more stakeholders run by good entrepreneurs 7 .
Joel Netshitenze, head of the Gov- may even be asked to help with funds He said nﬂmﬁwpwﬂﬂaﬁ was “very ., TML chief Lawrenice Clark sa1d self-
ernment communications service, toensure that more volces are heard - €XPens Jve” %and concentration regulation was beiter than state regula-,
told the perliamentary communica- Tvan Fallon, chief executive officer - reduced expenses, adding thatthe ton,andthemedia should not be treat-

t1ons portfolio commitiee yesterday for Independent Newspapers South ! lower'the cost of distribution, the ed differently from other business
/ ’ - _
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Lack of diversity cited as a major problem in

()

informing the public exactly what its rights are

SAPA
Cape Town

he new Government
T Communications and In-
formation System was
not mtended as a propaganda
- Instrument, but to ensure that
the Government’s vision and
intentions were communicated
to the public, GCIS chief exec-
utive officer Joel Netshitenzhe
sald yesterday
Briefing the National As-
sembly’s communications com-
mittee, he said the GCIS de-
rived its mandate first and
foremost from the constitution,
which, in the Bill of Rights,
guaranteed citizens freedom of
speech,
A corollary of this was their

right to receive information
about government activity,

“It 1s recognised in the Re-
construction and Development
Programme that an imformeqd
public is better able to take an
active part m changing 1ts life
for the better;,

“Thas lies at the foundation
of the principle of people-cen-
tred and people-driven trans-
formation ”

To afford citizens the right
to know and be heard, it was
critical that the GCIS empha-
s1sed “developmental commu-
nications”, directed primarily
at communzties i rural areas
and townships, as well as at the
illsterate, youth and women, to
allow them to take full advan-
tage of socio-economic oppor-

e —

tunities, he added.

A major reason for weak-
nesses in South Africa’s media
was the lack of diversity, from
ownership through to printing
and distribution. -

This shortcoming was recog-
nised by at least some of the
media houses, as well as by the
SA National Editors Forum.

The GCIS therefore con-
sidered the achievement of a
diversity of voices as a eritical
element of its vision, Net-
shitenzhe said.

A directorate of media pol-
icy was being set up, and
among 1ts immediate tasks
would be the drafting of regu-
lations on media ownership, in-
cluding distribution channels
and printing,




mﬂ,wm newly launched Government:

Communication and Information
Service (GCIS) has six priorities

including that of achieving'
diversity of ownership of the -

media, says Essop Pahad, the ' -

deputy minister in Deputy

President Thabo Mbeki’s office.
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Dr Pahad said that achieving

diversity of ownership in the p

rint

media would be dealt with through
competitions policy, which regulated
all sectors, and through legislation
ensuring that distribution of
newspapers was done by one entity. -
Opposition parties said the Gov-
ernmment should not use legislation to
mtervene m the media industry Ifit
began doing so, it could start
muzzhing thie press
During debate on the South
African Communications Service
budget vote yesterday, the Inkatha

»”
ir

bFreedom Party said the Government
should not play a part mn the diversifi-
cation of media

IFP MP Suzanne Vos said her
party Hmmm no problem with the GCIS
developing media policy as long as
the Government did not see 1tself as
the final arbiter on who should or

s

¢ The Democratic Party said the
press could not be constrained

“Its rights of free speech and
expression were explicitly written

i ¢ r

1

“h

mto the constitution”, it added.

Dr Pahad said the communica-
fions task group set up by Mr Mbek:
had found that msufficient progress
was made m diversifying the media

Four groups controlied the news-
paper 1industry — the Independent
1 Newspapers Group, Times Media
_should not be media owners Limited, Nasionale Pers and Perskor

The South African Broadecasting
Corporation was state-controlled and
soon would see competition from the
newly licensed Midi Corporation

Seventy-eight community radio sta-
tions were licensed, reaching one
milhon people.

Apart from this, the GCIS also
would serve the Cabinet and guide-
lines on overall communications
strategy were being finalised

In the next two months,the GCIS
would work with provinces to com-
plete a model for provincial struc-
tures m commumecations. R |

The GCIS would ensurethat citi-
zens were “adequately” informed of

—

therr rights hd how fo exercise them
and to help communities gain mfor-
mation for their socio-economic
development.

Tele-centres would be lJaunched to
take advantage of mformation tech-
nology to give communities mforma-
tion, but to receive responses at the
same time.

The Government also would try to
serve the media imndusiry better. It
sald it approached the media as a
*partner m communications”, shar-

-
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*1ng the responsibility of keepingthe |
public informed

A national traming board would
be established to train government
communicators in raising their
professional capacity.

An African National Congress
spokesman said the GCIS would not
be a propaganda arm of the party, as
they were able to disseminate their ]
own propaganda GCIS would be the
hew communication arm of the

Government.
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2t N May 3 1998 South Africa jomed
other countries in commemorating the
World Press Freedom Day.

But a report entitled Press Freedom
1991 by the non-profit democracy group
Freedom House released on May 1 says
only one in every five people live 1n coun-
tries with a truly free press.

The gquestion to be asked here is
whether or not the press in South Africa
is achieving 1ts role of mforming the
public with netther fear nor favour.

In the final years of PW Botha’s gov-
ernment, the government had to sup-
press dissent by the media and to pre-
tend there was no dissent

Under the ANC-led government the
right of freedom of expression 1s now
entrenched 1n the Bill of Rights. The In-
dependent Broadcasting Authority was
also established to regulate broadcast-
1ng. The body, however, still relies on gov-
ernment for funding and its imdepen-
dence 1s therefore weakened.

The Government has also slashed its
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staff are leaving to avoid a possible
merger with the South African Telecom-
munication Regulatory Authority This
casts a shadow on the purported inde-
pendence of the body

The Government funds the three
SABC channels as well as various radio
stations around the country. Members of
the SABC are also political appointees.

While 1t 1s clear that various external
constraints as well as mternal consen-
sual pressures to which the South
African Government-funded media are
subject to imit their degree of 1mndepen-
dence, they cannot be said to nullify it,
but the latent inclination towards pro-
moting authority exists.

ﬂwmﬂm 1s also an understanding
that multi-perspectival news coming
from an mmdependent source has a po-
tential of furthermg democracy. This 1s
based on the cliché that democracy rests
on a well-informed citizenry While this
might be true, others argue that some

9198

democracies must and do function even
when the citizens are not well informed,
a view which I disagree with.

The state can also hmit the indepen-
dence of the media through legislation.
Section 205 of the Criminal Procedure
Act (Act 51 of 1977) gives authority to the
courts to force journalists to disclose the
source of their immformation or face pros-
ecution if they refuse without just rea-
son.

The Constitutional Court also gave
this section a blessing when it ruled in
April 1996 that the provisions of Section
205 of the Criminal Procedure Act (as
amended) are not inconsistent with the
provisions of the constitution.

In social economc class terms, the
media values the order of the upper
class and upper middle class sectors of
society Story selectors do attend to both
commercial and audience considera-
tions. Commercial considerations are
intended to reduce the costs and in-
crease revenue The print media in
South Africa 1s controlled by big busi-
ness and they pull the strings in the
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In broadcasting or the press, the de facto authornty tends Svcm promoted, writes

budget by millions and many /skilled

a
hirmg of editorial staff and as such -

fluence story selection and reporting.
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.m.. he Government is coming up
with legislation to regulate diversity of
the media ownership The CEO of the
new Government Communications and
Information System, Joel Netshitenzhe,
has recently announced that a direc-
torate on media policy was being set up
which would draft regulations and leg-
1slation to ensure more diversity of own-
ership of the media

The media also tend to value the so-
cial order of the middle-aged and old
against the young. Furthermore, the me-
dia huerarchy also reflects a white male
soclal order, although it sides with
blacks and women who try to enter it
and succeed

One can safely say that the media
pays most attention to elite individuals
and ehite mstitutions This detracts1n a

_sense from 1ts main responsibility of be-

ing the watchdog.
Government-meddhing 1 South
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SA in 15th place among 186 states

lr.: nlln
Star Foreign Service

Washington — South Africa’s press
freedom has been ranked 15th among
186 countries surveyed by Freedom
House, according to a survey released
last week

Using scores and the three cate-
gories of free, partly free and not free,
Freedom House, a Washington-based

_{ organisation which monitors human

orl survey B,ﬂl

Tk

ress freedom

Sussman, the organisation’s senior
scholar 1n mternational communica-
tions and professor of journalism at
New York Unmiversity.

On a scale of zero (best) to 15
(worst), SA's print media recewed 2
under laws and regulations that influ-
ence media content, 5 for political
pressure and conirols on the media
content, and 3 for economic mﬂuence
over media content.

Using the same scale of zero to 15

rights and conflicts around the globe, to judge SA’s broadcast media, the |
said there is media freedom 1n SA. country got 6 under laws and regula-
The apnual SWVey p mm - tions that mfluence con-
measured press free- ngerla ' tent, 7 for political pres-
dom by assessing the & = sure and controls on the
effect of laws, govern- § l‘emaIIIEII' media, and 1 for eco-
ment decisions and # nomic influence over
economic and political § among media content. *
mnfluence on the con- § “Compared with the

tent of news reports.

| worst

dprewaus year, on a per-

Germany has the §

most free press in the &=
world, followed by
Switzerland and the US Other coun-
tries m this category include Aus-
tralia, Austria, Canada, Jamaica, New
Zealand, Sweden, Holland, Iceland,
Bahamas, Denmark, Belgium,
Botswana, Namibia and Mali.

Chima and Nigeria are the worst
violators of press freedom.

Countries in the same category
mclude Algeria, Afghanistan, Belarus,
Burma, Burundi, Cameroon, Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo, Cuba, Equa-
torial Guinea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
North Korea, Libya, Saud1 Arabia, S50-
malia, Sudan, TajiKistan, Turkmeni-
stan, Uzheklstan and the United:Arab
Emirates

“South Africa’s diverse and free -
press 1s flourishing as the Government .
tussles with the content of the Free-
dom of Information Act,” said Leonard

f

vlolators~
v

centage basis, fewer
people hive 1 nations
with a firee press,” Suss-
man said
In Africa, with 53 countries, three
countries lmproved their ratings.
Sao Tome and Principe went from
partly freetofree
The Central African Repubhc and
Zambia went from no press freedom to
partly free. -« °
Congo (Brazzaville), Djibouti,
Kenya and Zimbabwe moved to not
free from partly free.
Seven other; ‘African states im-

' proved press freedom shightly, while it

declimed sllghﬂsn m 16 other African
states. } Tt il
“Nigeria remained among the
worst violators of press freedom m
" Africa as SanrjAbacha regime’s re-
lenﬂﬂss, assaults on journalists. and
thew organisations continued,” Suss-

mah said.
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South Africa ranks 15th out of 186 \o

RICH MKHONDO
WasHINGTON BUREAU

south Africa's freedom of the press has
been ranked 15th among 186 countries sur-
veyed by Freedom House

Measured by scores and three cate-
gories of “free”, “partly free” and “not
free”, Freedom House, a Washington-
based organisation that monitors human
rights and conflicts around the globe, said
there was media freedom in South Africa
The annual survey, released this week,
measures press freedom by assessing the
effect of laws, adminisiration decisions,
and economic and political influence on
the content of news reports

Germany has the freest press 1n the
world, followed by Switzerland and the
United States

Other countiries with a free press, 1n-
clude Awustralia, Austria, Canada,
Jamaica, New Zealand, Sweden, Nether-
lands, Iceland, Bahamas, Denmark and
Belgium, Boiswana, Namibia and Mal

China and Nigeria are the worst for vio-
lating press freedom

in.the same category as China and
Nigeria are Algeria, Afghanmistan, Belarus,
Burma, Burundi, Cameroon, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Cuba, Equatorial

Korea, Libya, Saud: Arabia, Somalia,
Sudan, Tajikistan, Hﬁﬁﬂmﬁmﬁmﬂ du..ﬁmu
Arab Emeritas and Uzbekistan

“South Africa’s diverse and free press
1s flourishing as the government tussles
with the content of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act,” said Leonard Sussman, the
organisation's senior scholar 1 interna-

tional communications, and Professor of

Journahism at New York University.

On a scale of nought (best) to 15 (worst),
South Africa scored two under laws and
regulations that mfluence media content,
five under political pressure and controls
of media content and three for economic
mfluence over media content

On the same scale applied for repres-
sive actions such as the killig of Journal-
1sts, physical violence against journalists
or facilities, censorship, self-censorship,
arrests, wmﬂ.m.mmﬁmﬁ and expulsion, South
Afirica mnmwmm three

Apphed to radioc and television, South
Africa scored s1x under laws and regula-
tions that influence media content, seven
for political pressure and controls on the
medila and one for economic mmfluence
over media content

And applied 1 this category to repres-
sive actions such as the killing of journal-
18ts, physical violence agamst journalists

arrests, harassment and expulsion, South
Africa scored one.

“Our survey of 186 countries places 67
nations (including South Africa), or 36%
Im the free press group,” Mr Sussman said

“Some 1,2-billion people, 20% of the
world’s population, live 1n those nations,”
he added.

“We record 54 countries, 29% of the 186
countiries, with a partly free press About
38% of the world’s population (2,2-billion)
hve m those countries

“At least 42% of the world's population
live in 65 countries (35% of those surveyed
in which print and broadcast news 1s
severely controlled by the government

“Compared with the previous year, 1%
less of the world’s people now live in
hations with a free press

“The partly free group mereased by the
same percentage,” Mr Sussman saxd

In Africa, where there are 53 countries,
Sao Tome and Principe went from partly
free to free, and the Central African
Republic mﬁn._, Zambia went from not free to
partly free

Four African nations regressed. Congo
(Brazzaville), Dnboutl, Kenya and Zimbab-
we moved to not free from partly free.
Press freedom improved shghtly m seven
other African states, while 1t H.mmwmmmma

“Nigeria EmEmn ong the worst
violators of press freedom m Africa as the
San1 Abacha regime's relentless assaults
on journalists and thelr organisations con-
tinues,” Mr Sussman said

Meanwhile Reuters reports that a
Yemeni court has acquatted three British
Broadcasting Corporation journalists
charged with visit ing without authorisa-
tion the stronghold of a tribe that recently
w&bm@umn a British family

“They were found not guilty and the
court decided that all their equipment
with the tapes should be given back to
them,” the judge said yesterday

Em said Rageh Omaar, Robm Barnwell
and Frank Smith, who Wmm pleaded not
guilty, were free to leave Yemen

“Since Yemen began 1ts democratic
experience, we welcome all journalists to
come to Yemen, including these three,”
the judge said

The three men, who work for BBC tele-
visiomn, were arrested on May 26 After
aboit 48 hours 1n custody they were per-
mitted to return to their hotel, but could
not leave the country

They were charged with breaking
Yemen’s press and publications law by
gathering mformation 1llegally and violat-
mg mstructions not to visit the area where
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JOHANNESBURG: The government
believed that media diversity was critical to
free speech, Government Communication
and Information Service head Joel Net-
shutenzhe said yesterday

Addressing a Freedom of Expression
Institute meeting here, he said the govern-
ment agreed with the FXI's view that the
foundation of free speech was to be found
1n the search for truth via the free
exchange of 1deas, the pursut of individual
autonomy and self-fulfilment, and the exa-
gencies of pohtical activity.

He said this could not be realised 1n a
situation m which 82% of all curculation-
audited publications were i the hands of
four monopohes, who 1n turn controlled
the distribution channels.

Netshitenzhe said few would dispute
that the electronic media had entered 1ts
most vibrant period in history, precisely
because the three-trer structure of owner-
ship allowed diverse views and styles and

Lo

content to be heard.

Fewer stll would argue st the gov-
ernment communications task team'’s pro-
posals that pnint media ownership needed
to be regulated through the Competition
Bill, that distribution should be exercised
O a common carrier basis to eliminate
bias; that an independent
media development agency

" It was therefore critical that the declara-
tions 1n the Constitution and legislation
about free speech should be backed up by
programmes armed at giving the disadvan-
taged the wherewithal to air their views

It was the responsibility of the FXI and
government commurcators to help create
the conditions for those who

Freedom QNn ., wished to have their voices

should be set up to channel . heard

funds from government, the mu% ress Ncum HO Freedom of expression was
industry and mternational | gbsolute 3%3& neither an absolute right and
donots to those in need. orend nor was 1t an end m itself It was

Netshitenzhe said the call

for diversity in media news- | ip Nﬁmmmx.

however an important founda-
ti1on of the broader freedoms

rooms could not be over- | E—————— aNd human nghts.

emphasised and that the

efforts of the National Editors’ Forum tq
address this deserved unqualified support
Thus should help ensure that the search
for the truth via the free exchange of ideas
was not dictated to by wealth or economic

Free speech shouid go with
responsibility, especially regarding the
media, Netshutenzhe said He ated a recent
news reports implicating Deputy President
Thabo Mbekt’s bodyguard 1n stolen cars,
which he said was not true, and the (Lon-

or political power - \ on-hased) Sunday Telegraph report about a
T A6/b /9%
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‘Media diversity critical to free speech’

R27 billion arms-for-o1l deal between
South Africa and Libya, which the govern-
ment has denied
He questioned the med:a’s responsibili-
ty to contain disinformation campaigns
He said the 1ssue of freedom of expres-
sion and the nght of the public to know
had arisen 1 the Truth and Reconailiation
Commussion’s work, and there had been
suspicion of positions taken by the gov-
ernment wrth regard to certain heanngs
Some understanding had been
reached with the TRC that government
was monitoring the hearings and
reserved the right to intervene if it felt
some hearings should be held 11 carmnera
Netshitenzhe said m such instances
the TRC could then independently
determine what should be made public
“This government does not have any-
thing to hide It 1s commutted that ours
should be governance 1n the sunshine ”
— dapa
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Workers’ n

By Isaac Moledi

HE PROLONGED negotiations to
sell the morming daily, The
Citizen, to an as-yet-unnamed
buyer has sparked off fears
and kzought about low morale among
the workers on the paper
. The Citizen 18 for sale but the
buyer has not yet been identified
This delay, workers say, has created
uncertainties as they are eager to
know “what will happen to us”
What exacerbates the situation are
mmpending retrenchments The final
decision concerning these are eapect-
ed next week
Some of the workers got a tempo-
rary reprieve two weeks ago after the
Labour Court ordered the Press
Corporation of South Africa
(Perskor), the newspaper publisher
and distributor, to withdraw a volun-
tary jretrenchment package 1t had
otfered to all employees
Perskor management, who are
still 1n discussions with Caxton to
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CTP, had apparently distributed let-
ters of retrenchment offers to virtual-
ty ail 1ts employees.

It did so without consulting the
workers’ representative, the South
Afrnican Typographical Union (Satu)

This was followed by Satu apply-
g for an urgent interdict, forcing
the company to withdraw the offers

Consuit Satu

Workers say desprite the court ruling
that Perskor should consult with Satu
and other involved parties by
explaining the situation to employees
who may be affected by the merger,
this has not been the case

Sowetan Business efforts to
obtain a response from Perskor man-
agement were unsuccessful as the
office of the newspaper group man-
aging director sard the MD “is not
speaking to any journalist at this
stage”

However, Naspers Newspapers
chief executive Jan Malherbe con-

74

Business efforts to
obtain a response

from Perskor

management were
unsuccessfil W

firmed that his newspaper group was
still interested 1n buying The Citizen

“Discussions are still going on 1n
principle, but striking a suitable
agreement will depend on a number
of factors which include the price of
the newspaper,” he said

Although Malherbe could not
disclose the cost of The Citizen
deal, sources say the price tag on
the morning daily 1s around
R200 million

It 1s belhieved this s why New
Africa Investments’ newspaper sub-
sidiary, New Africa Publications
(NAP), lost mterest m the deal

That notwithstanding, The Citizen
may pose serious competition to
NAP, particularly if Naspers acquires
1t and uses 1ts enormous resources to
beef up 1ts circulation

NAP’s mterest 1s believed to have
waned because of the high costs of
running the newspaper

In addiion, the morning daly
shares the same readership and
advertising mmarket as NAP’s
morning daily, Sowetan

Sources say this leaves Naspers,
which owns Afrikaner publication
Die Beeld, to acquire the morning
daily with the aim of translating
Die Beeld into English

Malherbe has denzed this, saying
the newspaper would be run as an
independent entity

He said his group had nothing to
do with the retrenchment process at
The Citizen e
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An apology to ﬁ%%

Ferial Haffajee

s former law and order min-
>mmﬁmw Adriaan Vlok came
clean before the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission this
week, a smaller act of absolution was
happening m Potchefstroom.

Willem Boshoff, a destitute
58-year-old, has apologised to jour-
nalists Laurence Gandar and Ben-
jamin Pogrund for his role in a trial
which chalked up a dark age for
media freedom. He was a key witness
amoneg a score of white prisoners
who perjured themselves to discredit
the media — with the result that for
the next 10 years, no newspaper in
South Africa was prepared toreport
on prison conditions

Pogrund, a Rand Datly Meil re-
porter at the time, wrote a 1965 exposé
on a prison system so decrept it would
not have been out of place on the set
of Midmight Express. It also lifted the
lid on the torfure of political detainees

The state trotted out whate pris-
oners like Boshoff who claimed that
conditions were good, that the toilets
were clean and that trainmg and re-
habilitation opportunities were
available to all prisoners. Their
whitewash worked and Gandar —
Rand Daily Mail editor at the time
— and Pogrund were found guilty.

Earlier this year, Pogrund ap-
pealed for these sentences to be
expunged from court records

Today Boshoff 1s a sad and lonely
fisure whose conversation 1s peppered
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clainis were close to him in other
times He spends his dayslooking for
Joffel van der Westhuizen (a former
defence chief) and Lows Luyt (former
rugby supremo) to see if they will help.
“I need a new set of dentures . . and
maybe a couple of hundred rands.”

But the decision to apologise and
make public his role is spurred, ap-
parently, by a higher calling. Boshoff
is a frustrated journalist who spends
his days penning news stories for a
knock-and-drop newspaper in Pot-
chefstroom and writing flyers for
local butcheries. He regrets his role
in the fall of fellow scribes.

“T wish 1t was possible to turn the
clock back 33 years. It could have
saved lives ... like that [Steve] Biko
chap. As my life is coming to an end,
I want to darem {at least] leave a
clean copy behind I want to tell
them I'm very, very sorry ”

Boshoff and his compamion, Bruce
Manthey, live in a room m somebody
else’s house Their kitchen — a table,
a paraffin stove, a selection of tins,
enamel mugs and plates — is hidden
behind the door. Their two beds are
covered with threadbare blankets
and the washing hangs from a line
strung across the rocom.

Thelr dreams are contained in
boxes and Tupperware containers:
Manthey’s felt-tip markers; the reli-
gious pictures and poems he sells
Boshoff's plans for stories he will write
and sell fill three boxes.

The two have been caught in the
crosswinds of change. Sheltered

with the names of Afrikaner iconshe- -employment and the weifare net
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scribes

24—30/7(9%
provided by apartheid is not avail-
able any more. Boshoff’s apology is
part of making a space for himself in
the new South Africa.

In the 1960s, Boshoff was a member
of the Afrikaner Jeugbond. He ended
up in Pretoria Central prison on fraud
charges and served as a clerk because
he was a white and educated inmate.

“One day, Kallie de Haas, a life-
long friend, brought me a personal
message from John Vorster. He
wanted me to assist the state. He said
it was my National Party and
Afrikaner duty to testify against the
Engelse pers [English press].”

And he did, taking the stand for
two days under the watchful gaze of
Helen Suzman She doesn’t remem-
ber Boshoff specifically, but she does
remember the troop of prisoners
who came to lie about the conditions
she had witmessed and which had
formed the basis of the Rand Daily
Mail’s mvestigation.

“1 twisted the truth,” acknowl-
edges Boshoff. “Prison was bad
enough for whites. It was worse for
blacks, but it was utterly miserable
for white political prisoners like
Bram Fischer and Harold Strachan.”

Boshoff got three years knocked
off his five-yvear sentence. He was
also given generous credit facilities
after Vorster’s aides put in a word
with his bank manager.

The bespectacled old man drifts
back to a different time. Before he asks
for some money for his story, he says:
“T want to apologise with deep regret
for siding with the wrong side.”

s g R edr AT i R

;E.ﬂ:u sido: Willom Boshoff {right) and his companion, Bruce Manthey,
: ” are caught in the crosswinds of change. PHOTO: NADINE HUTTON
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MOSES MIHETHELELI MACKAY
STAFF REPORTER

A new South Afincan
organisation for black

journahsts is bemg established

and a Western Cape branch of
the body is to be formed.

The organisation aims to help
black journahsts play a leadership
role m the media indusiry

Oupa Ngwerya 18 to be secre-
tary general of the fledglmg Forum
of Black Journalists

About 40 journalists and pho-
tographers met m Cape Town last
week to set up the local branch of
the new body.

Mr Ngwenya said the launch on
Angust 28 would aim to increase
the number and decision-making

New forum or black

po rofh? them dlaz /

line with the changlng face of the
country, that was still struggling to
move from an oppressive mimority
to a iberated majority

The five-member commaittee
comprises Cape Times photogra-
pher Benny Gool, SABC radio jour-
nalist Alameen Kafaar, Cape
Argus reporter Joseph Aranes,
Robben Island Museum media offi-
cer Africa Msimang and former
Weekend Argus reporter Mxolis:
Ace Mgxashe They willsetupa
Western Cape chapter of the
Forum of Black Journalists

Mr Ngwenya said there was a
need fo raise standards and aware-
ness of development needs and to
foster traming, ,

“The 1mperative facing the

journalists

media industry is 1ts relocation to
an African centre that will enable
the people of the African contmment
to engage with those from other
continents on an equat footing ”

He said black journalists
should become efficient, open-
minded practitioners and sound
managers as well as effective
media owners, not only m capital
terms but also m operational ones

“This power derives its morali-
ty from the need to change society,
its people and institutions mnelud-
g the media, to make black jour-
nalists become authorities and
acquit themselves with the utmost
professionalism in adherence to
the governing codes and ethics of
journalism, and yet tackle 1ssues,”
hesaid
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Scrapping, or amending,
apartheid-era laws that restrict
media freedom and the public’s
right to know heads the agenda
for talks tomorrow hetween
the SA National Editors’
Forum and government
ministers,

The forum delegation will mgh-
light between 30 and 40 apartherd.
eralaws they sayarem conflict
with the constitution gnd rights to
media freedom and freedom of
expression, The editors are to pro-
Pose to Justice Minister Dullah
Omar and Safety and Security
Mmister Sydney Mufamadi that 3
task group be formed to work
through the legislation and sug-
gest amendments. j

They will also seek stronger
protection for journalists against
the State’s use of Section 205 of the
Criminal Procedure Act to try to
force them to reveal confidential
sources or news material.

The foruum delegation will com-
prise chairman Mike Siluma, Cape
Argus editor Moegsien Williams,
Cape Times editor and chairman
of forum’s media freedom commit-
tee Ryland Fisher, Die Burger edi-
tor Ebbe Dornmisse, editor of Fem-
ina and publisher of Femina and
Cosmopolitan Jane Raphaely, Isak
Minnaar of the SABC, chairman of
the Freedom of Expression Insti-
tute Raymond Louw and Wendy
Morgenrood, former editor of
Reader’s Digest. el e

Mr Louw, a former editor of the
Rand Daily Mail, said the forum
had been researching restrictive
legisiation with the help of the
Centre for Applied Legal Studies
and had investigated practices
elsewhereintheworld. *= -

“We have identified those laws
which are important to freedom of
éxpression and media freedom.
There are others too, but those
would have to be gone 1nto later.

“We want to ask the ministers
to set up a committee to incorpo-
rate the forum, lawyers from out-

polr wa
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sidethe govemmen!and thewr own
legal advisers in order to £0
through legislation and disecuss
how to amend, or eut off, the
restrictive sections.”

On the controversial Section
205, Mr Wilhams said: “We have
come full cirele on this, since we
now accept it 1s not really possible
Or reasonable to abandon 1t in
view of the greater criminal jus-
tice system 1n South Africa, but we
are proposing a compromise we
think will resolve the situation »

The proposal seeks to entrench
the “just excuse” element of the
section, providing a stronger pro-
tection for media freedom.,

He added; “We are prepared to
challenge in court, where neces-
sary, legislation we consider to be
in conflict with the constitution
and the Bill of Rights.”

Mr Fisher said: “We cannot
work on the basis that the govern-
ment 1s a bunch of good guys who
will not use bad legislation.”

Bangers of SA's legacy, page 12
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Laws forcing journalists to disclose
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Cape Town — Protecting jour-
nalists from bewng forced to re-
veal confidential sources 1s vi-
tal to sustaming a democratic
culture, the South African Na-
fional Editors’ Forum (Sanef)
fold the Government vesterday.

{ :,And, as long as Section 205
i ? of the Crimmal Procedure Act

1s being used by the state to
pressure journalists to breach
the confidence of sources, de-
mocratic culture is under
threat *

Entrenchmg the concept of
a “just excuse” to cover the re-
]atlonshlp between journalists
and’ confidential sources was
one‘of the mamn items on the
agenda today for talks between
Sanef and Justice Minister
Dullah Omar and Safety and
Security Minister Sydney
Mufamadi

The Sanef delegation
sought to convince the Govern-
ment to strengthen the “yust ex-
cuse” element of the law, 1n the
interest of media freedom and
freedom of expression,

Sanef member Raymond
Louw, chairperson of the Free-
dom of Expression Institute
(FED), noted" “Laws like Section
205 are on the statutes of most
countries of the world, and we
have realised 1t 1s necessary

" “In the prosecution of cer-
tain cases, the state must be
able to subpoena people — offa-
cials, say, of a bank -- to come
forward and reveal imforma-
fion which they would not
normally do unless there was
legislation forcing them to do
SO

“However, 1t has bheen
abused by the authorities
frymg to force journalists to
disclose mformation We say
that to use the law against jour-
nalists 1z that way conflicts
with the constitution ”

Sanef acknowledged that
“there 1s a distinction between

Justice Minister

Enforcer ..
Dullah Omar
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Safety first .. Safety and Secu-
rity Minister Sydney Mufamadi
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Credibility threat .. Raymond
Louvv, Sanef member

a journalist practising his
craft, and being witness to

something on one’s way home.
We are making a dustinction be-

thremé)crjl /&M 28 ag

fween these circumstances”

But when a journalist re-
celves information with a bear-
g on the pubhc mterest from
an mmformant who prefers his
1dentity to be kept confidential,
“1t’s wrong of the state to use
that clause to exiract iforma-
tion from the journalist”

“It 18 no good the state say-
mg this 1s n the interests of up-
holding the law, because the
journalist ends up losing the
confidence of the public

“The solution we have pro-
posed 1s that Section 189, Wﬁich
provides for a ‘ust excuse’, A
should apply to yjournalists too

“We say that what const-
tutes a just excuse 18 the jour-
nalist’s right to contmue to be
able to mform the public and
the freedom to conduct his or
her profession,” Louw said

Another element of great
concern, he said, was the use of
Section 205 to get journalssts or
photographers to hand m ma-
terial “which could be of value
to the authorities 1n investigat-
g a crime”, as i the case of
the murder of gang leader
Rashaad Staggie

*There are two factors,”
Louw said “Any reporter or
photographer seen to be hand-
ing incrimnating material*to
the police would be regarded as
mformers for the police, as
gatherers of evidence, and they
woudd lose the confidence’ of
the public

“The other factor 1s that if
they did so, they would be open
to threat, and could be 1n phys-
1cal danger

“This area s much more
ddficult,” Louw added “People
cannot 1magine why, if yvou
have evidence on film or note-
book, you are reluctant to hand
1t to police, but the danger is
there, and the priciple 1s very
clear The public will not be 1n-
formed to the same level if the
media is emasculated mn this
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By CP REPORTER

ITY PRESS this week won
an important victory for
the freedom of the Press in
South Africa under the
new Constitution when the highest
court 1 the land overturned a law
which made the media hable 1n a
defamation action, even if all the
proper steps had been taken to ver-
ify mformation.

During the past 16 years the me-
dia’s right to freedom of speech had
been treated differently to that of a
member of the public

In regard to a member of the pub-
lic, deliberate 11bel had to be proved
by the complainant, but with regard
to the media a complainant only had
to prove “negligence”

This meant that journalists were
automatically held responsible for
wrong iformation, forcing them to
prove the iruth of thewr information

W OVEBGE i v b Py aa @D 0 a aad MuwamadEaE AIERSIE RS i 25D T e o5 ot a

—even if they Um aken ﬁ reason-
able steps to verify the mformation

The most notorious case in point
was that of General Lothar Neeth-
ling’s case against the Virye Week-
blad, 1n which the newspaper was
ordered to pay Neethling mote than
a milhion rand -- which effectively
killed the newspaper.

The City Press judgment means
the original judgment delivered in
a 1982 test case by the Appeal Court
has been overturned.

City Press Editor-In-Chief Khulu
Sibiva, commenting on the long
battle to win the test case, said:
“City Press did not gain a victory
for itself, but for the whole South
African media.”

City Press had been sued by attor-
ney Nthedi Bogoshi for publishing
articles by Assistant Hditor Des-
mond Blow and Gauteng Editior
Elias Maluleke regarding third

party, Emw,ﬁm made by him
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Watershed m__a_m:_m:*
ss 1 freedom

Bogoshi E HEm Inhel
claims for E 8 _,:::EH against City
Press, its distributers and priters.

Originally City Press based 1its
defence on the established claims
by the media of accuracy and pub-
lic mterest, but then appealed to
Judge Frikkie Eloff to mclude an-
other defence — that the reguire-
ments of pure negligence 1n defa-
mation actions against the media
were unconstitutional. Eloff refus-
ed to allow the defence.

The matter was then taken to the
Appeal Court 11 Bloemiontein
The judgment puts South Africa
in the class of other democratic na-
tions like Canada, the United
States, Australia, New Zealand and
western European countries

In the judgment delivered by
Judge Joos Hefer and supported by
four other Appeal judges, he said-
they overruled the 1982 judgment
as “i1t was clearly wrong”

mye e walal .

The yjudgment said. “If upon con-
sideration of all the circumstances
1n the case it 1s found to be reason-
able to publish the particular facts
in the parficular way and at the
parficular time it would not be re-
garded as unlawful ”

Judge Hefer said the law of defa-
mation regarding the Press did not
achieve a proper balance between
the right to protect one’s reputation
and the freedom of the Press.

But the onus should be on the
Press to Justify publishing articles.

Judge Hefer said that in addition
to this new defence,’journalists
could escape liability by showing
that they were not neghgent in pub-
lishmg mformation even if it turn-
ed out to be mcorrect

Media lawyers welcomed the
judgment as a watershed 1 South
African media law
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Pearl Sebolao 0 The umun has alleged that andfacesdisciplinaryaction. . racial divisions.

/ é / et preferential treat- Tissong invited staffers to A letter from Tiseong to the
RACIAL tensions at th» Sowe- ment and promotions are made “solve the problem togethercon- umon this week that |
tan news aper came to a head onraciallines. structively”. He, however, cau- formernews editor Rafiq Rohan
at a meetln last week Tissung confirmed this week tioned that “the union’s racist resigned becausé of "W
when the Media Wurkers Asso- t.hat some union members tried I . belongs to our dis-  references to him beiig Inds
ciation of SA (Mwasa) allegedly top the meeting from taking ite apartheld past”. Mdhlela denied this and said
tried to prevent MD Mike Tis- place It went ahead but mth- A source said Tmsong’s com- theunion had never been racst.
song from cntmsmg the umnn s outtheunion’s parlnmpatlon ments about the union’s alleged The union’s Sowetan chairman,
concerns about a “crisis” in the Union national treagurerJoe  vendetta against Indians had Mokgadi Pela, would not com-
editorial department. Mdhlela walked out in protest only succeeded in creating mentonthe dispute.
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Themba Hlengani

GOVERNMENT had no mtention of regu-
lating media ownership 1n 8A, except with-
in the framework provided by the Indepen-
dent Broadcasting Authonty (IBA), govern-
ment  commumcations head  Joel
Netshitenzhe said yesterday

Speaking at a seminar on media freedom
organised by the Sowetan newspaper, Net-
shitenzhe said that there was g massive
drive by government to promote diversity in
media ownership

ThelBAisa statutory body set up to reg-
ulate the SA broadcasting industry

Netshitenzhe said that while compet-
tion pohcies were enough to regulate media
ownership, the industry “needeq to shake
up” for the sake of 1ts own credibility

He challenged the domination of the me-

a monopolies

m ;10/{0 41:12 f;mmar, which (2 q-%

dia by monopolies, saymg this raised ques-
tions about the nature of free speech 1n SA

“How can freedom of expression be pos-
sible in a situation 1n which four major pub-
lishers control most of the newspapers and
distrbution today?” he asked

However government had no mtention of
breaking up the monopolies controlling the
mecha in SA

He said a task team apponted to look
into the media industry i SA found that a
s1zeable percentage of the population did
not rely on the media for information Gov-
ernment had to do somethung about thys sit-
uation which mainly affected rural people

There was a need for an independent
media development agency which would be
concerned with media traimng and ensur-
mg a fair distribution of resources within
the population

med part of the
10th-year celebration of media freedom 1n
SA, was organised 1n order to commemorate
the banning by the National Party in 1977
of The World and The Weekend World
newspapers

Attended by local and international jour-
nalists, the seminar also discussed gender
equality within media orgamsations, with
some participants saying the industry was
still a “boys’ club”

Most black female journalsts left the
profession because of discontent and mar-
ginahsation, some participants saxd

Business Day reporter Nomavenda
Mathiane said that the unfair treatment of
black women journalists had not changed,
despite the appointment of a number of
black males into management positions in
most media groups
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By Rapuaer Banpa

More than 60% of the com-
plaimnts received by the Human
Rights Commuission concerned
racism, champerson Dr Barney
Pityana said yesterday

Speaking at a news confer-
ence, Pityana said a current in-
veshigation mto racism 1n the
media was not aimed at limit-
mg press freedom. “A study of
raci’p;n m the media hopefully
will heighten the sensitivity of
all South Africans to the issue
of racism and will ensure a
greater respect for freedom of
expression.”

Pijyana said the commission
had niot been under government
pressure to launch the mvesti-
gation, but was approached by
the Black Lawyers Association
(BLA) and the Association of
Black Accountants

They lodged complamnts of
racism against the Mail &
Guardign and The Sunday
T:mqﬁ}_‘ﬁlie HRC ruled 1t would
not mvestigate the two news-

ixed reaction t

far
-

1)

chairperson
Pityana ..swill ensure respect

wider mvestigation mstead
Pityana said “There is no
reason to believe that the media
are somehow insulated from the
prevailing racism in our society”
Reaction to the announce-
ment of an mquiry was mixed
“If' the HRC 1s going to un-
dertake such an investigation
we shdll ‘have achieved much
more than we had hoped for;”
said Jake Moloi, chairperson of
the BLA
The Government’s informa-

| fion chief; Joel Netshitenzhe,

said-it would be interesting to

o probe into

media
AY2)

tions and preposals stemming
from such a probe.

The Sunday Times said the
move by the HRC “1s the an-
tithesis to democracy”. The re-
sult of the probe “will be akin to
a regume of censorship”,

Business Day, citing
Pityana’s “ideclogical bag-
gage”, sald “there 1s unlikely to
be any mileage in 1t for any me-
dia mstitution to co-operate”

But Peter Sullivan, editor of
The Star, has called the clam-
our agamst the inquiry ill-ad-
vised. “The media has been
found wanting m the past .
The enemy is not the HRC, but
racism which keeps reconciha-
t1on beyond reach.

“If we are to move forward
as a nation, the media should
take seriously the perception
that 1t violates the rights of a
section of the population.”

SA National Editors Forum
chairperson Mike Siluma said
the HRC was within 1ts rights,
but he would have hoped that 3t
had more pressing 1ssues to n-

, Ppapers,’but would launch a

Ry

see fye; *uljil_h]r’pate recommenda- tigate
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Probe into media racism won’

—

By SANDILE MEMELA. .

bl 1

1 L

HEN the chairman of the Human’
Rights Commission, Barney Pityana,
announced plans to launch a probe mto
racism m the media, he stirred a hornet’s
nest o : »
Opponents brand the probe an attempt to
maul the press and undermine not only its
independence but the constitution.
Those in favour say resistance to the
Commussion’s 1tiative is part of the
agenda to systematically maintam white

—_

-, ,” supremacy and racism.

| +

T !y

; ;

-

They argue that whites continue to con;
trol and colonise the minds of Africans
through a media monopoly that blatantiy

expresses the conquest and ownership c_m

one people by another.

- {

=

of Expression Institute (FXI), Laura Poll-
ecut, views the proposed mvestigation.
with caution.

“We have adopted a wait-and-see attl-
tude until the Commission has defined its
terms of reference,” she said.

“However, we do believe that racism

" The executive director of the Freedom |

29

"+ exasts m the media as in any other seg-

ment of our society.”
Mandia Seleoane, chair of the FXI, told
City Press he acknowledged that racism

‘permeated the media industry

“] want to state quite clearly from the
outset that I am not concerned with the
factual mnguiry whether there is racism in
the media m South Africa.

“The Commaission has already resolved
to carry out that inquiry and we must
awaat 1is findings.

“Similarly, I am not concerned with the
denial by some people that there 1s racism

t m@oﬁ freedo
(] 9€ P

1m the medaa.
“Instead, I am concerned with the philo-
sophical 1ssues entailed in the debate,”
said Seleocane
The Commission’s spokesperson, Ed-
win Naidoo told City Press the fierce re-
sistance would not stop the probe.
“We see this as natural extension of our

work to investigate racism that continues |

to violate humanrights Infact, more than
60 percent of complaints received concern
racism and nothing 1s going to stop us
from lookmmg at it, especially in the media,
” said Naidoo

m o
B

¥

The Black Lawyers Association wasthe

Firétito approach the Commission about

e White-owned media’s alleged agenda
to imndocirmate people to believe i the -
herent inferiority and corruption of
blacks in positions of power. Although its
chargés were thrown out, the Commis-

. sion’s intention to nvestigate racism has

left the BLA with a sense of vindication.
Accordimg to Naidoo the Commission
was followimmg a self-determined pro-
gramme to pursue 1ts aims.
“We have not received specific com-
plamts from any mdividual, except 1 en-

cotunters witihournaliststhroughout the
land who have msisted that racism 1s
highest in the media T

“The 1ssue at stake here is racism and
not freedom of expression aghas been sug-
gested e "

“In fact, there 1s no way that we can dic-
tate to the media on what to do about its
problems. We can only make recommen-
dations to Parliament and the industry 1n
the hope that we can make the country
move forward

“If is very good that the 1ssue has been

brought out into the public arena ”

&
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Open tg%%%r

By Robert Nkuna

HE report released by
the Truth and Recon-
cihation  Commis-
sion  In October
revealed the role of the media
in human nights violations
chieing apartheid
From the report it emerged
that - conirary fo medra
claums of being impartial and
objective - the media played a
role 11 bilding a foundation
for apartherd oppression
Since azpartherd, nothing
notable has been done to
transform the medta
In October 1997 the Sonth
Affican  National * Editors
Forum (Sanef) and Indepen-
den{ Newspapers co-spon-
sored a conference at Rhodes
University on a new paradigm
for journalism i South
Afnca
From that conference it
was evident that there was an
uegent need to transform both
the Industry and journalism
iraiming institutions to enable
them to play an adequate role
In the  democratisation
process
As they stand today, they
are not much diffetent from
what they were m the past
The Human Rights Commus-
$ion § recent announcement of
an inquiry nto racism in the
media therefore comes at a
crucial pereod
It also comes at a time
when opposition parties have
been calling for the strength-
entng of the independence of
the Independent Broadeasting
Authority (IBA), cnncismp
the proposal i the new broad-
casting Bill that the Mimister
should have powers to issue
policy directives on broad-
casiing

Stnce the HR(C's
announcement there has also
been an outcry from the
media, which has implied that its
deciston was pollically influenced
and was an attempt to curtail freedom
of expression

One thing that comes quickly to
mund 1s why the media and opposition
parties all see a need o defend the role,
independence and mtegnity of the IBA
and not that of the HRC

Together with inshitutions ke the
public protecfor and Commission on
Gender Equality the HRC was estab-
lished by the Conshitution to defend
constitutional democracy through pro-
moting and protecting human nights

A question that kegps on coming up
15, what happens 1f the media 15 found
to be perpetrating human nghts viola-
tons, for example, coniravening the
equality clause in the Bill of Rights?

For democratic osder to trmph, 1t
15 immportant to deal with the 1ssue of
“untouchables — genune development
and democracy cannot happen with
certain mstitutions being untouchable

The meda in South Africa has
unhimted influence over the public and
it 18 within that context that the media
should be looked at,

"We believe that the media occupies
4 very important pesition in South
African soctety,” \he HRC sard

“The medis moulds fdeas, fashions
thinkuing 1n sociely and shapes public
optnion The media 1s a powerful 1n o
democracy

From such an observation 1t 1s clear
that the media cannot be beyond
scrulmy or reproach

And freedom of expression and that
of the press should not be about secrets

or untouchables, but about openness
and positive engagements among vay-
1005 Instiubions

And pgiven the damage racism
caused to South African society, it has
becomte a human nghts 1ssue

What 15 not clear {s whether oppo-
nents of a media nquiry are contending
that the HRC lachs credibility or that
the medra 15 beyond reproach

But with no-one arguing agamst the
existence of racism in the media, can
we then say that the media, both n
terms of demographics and content,
should have control over what const-
tutes freedom of expressyon?

To lower the temperatures, the HRC
has — through its chaieman Barney
Pityana — wndicated that the INQuIry Is
tiol a witch-hunt but n attempt to put
the state of affairs in the mecha under
scrutny

The HRC hopes that the outcome of
the inquiry will open & discourse
among South Africans

Even if the, Association of Black
Accountants and the Biack Lawyers
Association did not complam to the
HRC, the TRC report would st have
provided fertile ground for this inquury,

Although the argument may be that
the HRC 15 acting incorrectly in estab-
lishing the inquiry, not having recerved
complamnts about the media in general,
it should be noted that legally 1t 1s not
compulsory for the commusston to
receive complants before it acts

And given the fact that ractsm 1n the
media affects the whole country, it 1s
appropnate for the HRC o run the
show

be

¢ " ,

The Human Rights Commlssion recently announced that it would launch an
Inqulry into racism In the medla In South Afrca.,

PIC PICTURENEY

Sanef cannot be left with the
responsibility because all 11s members
will be subject 1o this igquiry And
when asked about the role of the Press
Ombudsman, the HRC said that it
would be a partner in the process

The challenge t0 the media and
freedom of expression orgamsations
should be to assist the HRC to formu-
late terms of reference or methodology,
which widi not compromise media
freedom and edrtorial independence

And noting that the cornmussion has
the power to search, seize and sub-
poena, we should define how these
powers can be exercised withont
infringing media freedom

If this 15 done satisfactorily, the
inquiry can only have positive spin-offs
for freedom of expression for 1t will
ensure that more voices will be heard
than are currently represented 1 the
media

The challenge confronting South
Afnica 18 10 ensure there 15 no mstity-
ton that 15 above reproach ~ mn pro-
moting our democratic values and
human righits, afl institutions, mcluding
the media, should be subject 1o
scrutiny

An absolunst definition of freedofn
of expresston when it comes to the
media 15 not gong to assist in building
the future, and for the media to enjoy
wide acceptance 1n soctety, it will have
to be avaifable for scrunny

{The writer 15 the depun chawrman
of the Freedom of Expression Institite
and a member of the National Commu
mh Meda Formn The article 5
writien i lus personal capacih )
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Misunderstanding on
racism probe cleared up

Dushin Chick
ana* ‘.Beu:u{I

MISUNDERSTANDING on the reason for
an SA Human Rights Commission mves-
tigation into racismin the media had been
cleared up during a meeting between the
commussion and SA National Editors’ Fo-
rum on Tuesday, Sanef chairman Mike
Siluma said yesterday

The misunderstanding arose after a
number of editors expressed concern
that the investigation would result in a
“witchhunt” against certain publications

This was cleared up after assurances
that the investigation would examine “the
manMestation of racism in the products of
the media”

Siluma sard 1t was the forum’s under-
standing that the commission’s nvestiga-
tion would help contribute to the elim-
nation of racism in society

The commussion has also proposed
a discusston document that the constity-
tion does not go far enough to guarantee
equahity or prohibit unfair diserimination
It all spheres of society and that specific
legislation 1s needed to epsure this

The document explores the 1dea of in-
troducing laws aimed at addressing var-
ous forms of discrimination South
Alricans experience m therr datly hves

society 1s deep-seated, multifaced and
pervasive,” the document says,
Discrimmation based on racisni, Sex-
1Ism and other grounds occurs for many
reasons These are related to a range of
psychological and sociological factors, in-
cluding religion, morahty or fear
The document questions whether the
law 15 an appropriate mechanism to ad-
dress these factors Although the Consti-
tution guarantees equality and prohibits
discimination it does not go far enough
The same can be said about other con-
stitutional rights which are expanded up-
on i more specific legislation
Discrimmnation 1s difficult to prove
the courts “Therefore legislation which
specifically deals with discrimination
should provide more useful remedies and
speedy procedures,” the document Says
Meanwhile, the commussion announ-
ced the appomntment of Thomas Man-
thatha and Leon Wessels as members yes-
terday Both assumed duty on January 1
Manthatha was for many years a held
worker for the Dependants’ Conference of
the SA Council of Churches
Wessels comes to the commussion
from private practice on the Johannes-
burg Bar He left Parlament m 1996 im-
mediately on the adoption of the final
Constitution and served for many years

“The problem of discrimination 1n SA  asaNational Party MP for Krugersdorp
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Me ia racism probe soon

15 [1]4

STAFE HEFnrrrEH AND nlln

The Human Rights Commis-
s10n said yesterday 1t was ready
to begn 1ts probe 1ntoracism m
the media and would be exam-
immng all media producers, re-
gardless of size.

The commission envisaged
the investigation helping South
Africans with the “process of
engaging openly 1n a dialogue
about the lingering effects of
racism 1 our soclety”

“It's not a witch-hunt; we
want to get South Africans to
discuss the 1ssue,” said HRC
spokesperson Robert Nkuna

He said the HRC did not m-
tend - prosecuting any of the
media organisations. ;.

“By Monday we mlght be
able 1o give an mdmatlon as to
when' the“investigation will
start. It will have to be very soon
because we do not have much
time or resources.”

There will be four stages to
the commission’s mquiries, the
first bemg an invitation for sub-
rhissions and the commission-
ing of independent research.

4 1{;’1:11& submissions wiil then be
:\1 _&‘ b j\

b

(ay>)

studled and parties implicated
will be ca]led to make a couniter-
snbmission. Pubhic hearings
will then be convened and a re-
port and recommendations will
be published

The HRC met with members
of the SA National Editors’
Forum (Sanef) this week and
briefed them on the probe.

Sanef chairperson Mike Si-
luma said the Sanef executive
believed there may have been a
mmsunderstanding on the rea-
son for the mquiry. “If the m-
guiry is successful, we believe
the findings could help the
media 1 thewr capacity to be
responsive and sensitive to the
needs of'all the people of South
Africa ™

.The matter wnuld be fully
discussed by Sanef ’s national
council ‘at 1ts neeting it Cape
Town next month, when it
would adopt an official position
on the maquiry.

Comments from concerned
parties received by January 22
will be considered before the
publishing of the final ferms
of reference m next month’s
Government Gazette




Ty

[

—dogs

i-f’ Bv PeTer Revworos .. €ra, are now using the provi- , they

", stons of section 205, or equiva- 3, ,
The “New South Africa” erim-  lent lepislation, to harass the 4
quick to learn from its prede- . ton i) jela f
cessors the very best way In  ivity!,. ¥ Safteddia
‘ which to antagonise the media,’ £} ,One’should ‘remember the i;"ﬂ’
section 205 of the Crimnali{ ‘cases of twd journalists, Ben- '
' Code 1s, on the face of it, a sim- ¥ jamity Pogrund and Patrick +
ple provision whereby the po- Laurence (there were others),
lice require a person, whomay ', who, when subpoenaed under -
have information relating to a ,, section 205 to supply confiden- -
crime, to give evidence on oath +, tial information to the police
before a Judge or magistrate so . concerning crimes, refused to
as to assist the police in their . answer questions which could
Investigations disclose the identities of their
In today’s cimate of law- . confidential sources,
lessness, thuis would seemtobe ©  Apart from being a breach
afit and proper provisiontoen- - of confidentiahty, it offended
sure the effective administra- | their journalist code of ethics
tion of justice. However,thepo- They were sentenced to 1m-
lice, like those in the apartheid . ,prisonment without the option
+ » of afine on the basis that they
-, €énjoyed no legal immunity
from disclosing such informa-
: ;55' tion.
%2' The controversial use of
t* section 205 of the Criminal
‘s Procedure Act which, n the
apartheid-era, saw journahsts
. threatened and jailed for fajl-
ing to disclose their sources or
- refusing to give information to
ll ¢+ the police - has now re-sur-
faced in the aftermath of the
B . Pagad kilhing of Rashaad Stag-
| / gie in Cape Town 1n 1996
o Recently, journalists have
Tecewved subpoenas to give ev-
¢ ldence at an imquest into Stag-
gie’s death of what they saw
.. and/or produce film taken at
- , the scene of the unrest. Seven-
g  teen journalists have been sub-
poenaed, so far, and have re
fused to respond In other
+ words, they are being forced to
assist with the police 1nvest:-
gations, and give State’s evy-
dence against the accused,
should there be a tr1al. This is
the resurrection of the jour-
nalists’ worst nightmare - they
either disclose the information
and give State's evidence, or go
tojail
But why do journalists have

.this problem with section 205
Refused to answer questions ... journalist Patrick’ ° and 5,.3 similar provision un-

Laurence outside the Rand Supreme Court . ; der the Inquest Act, and do

Lo -
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Spectretof’; the old order still*
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Of course not - the journalists

are no different from anyone

: inal justice system has been ,* media fnto supplying informa- ¢t else - they have o special im-"

tion to criminal ac- I\ munity or privilege, and that is 7 of the .}mliue and our justice of-

their Achilles hetl. The courts ~+ ficials

FR "

r from the rest of us?,;”sawwhﬂe they, in the course

4
Db,
LI
4 4 Wl

Al

journalists

ther duties, were'in areas
unrest,.  °

Are they to be an ex-

in the past'and probably-now;"/ “tension of the eriminal justice

i

will not accept the excuse that, " system? What _
by farnishihg the requiréd iffeyt “Worth”their ‘salt
formation- and disclosing in-°
formation, journalists will be
elther infringing thelr jour-+i
nalistie code of, ethics or de-,
stroying their “integrity, or,? ‘time they Ventured into an un- * '
» . rest area, and, secondly and

more probably, both
The journalist must either

+  supply the information or sufs' teprity wo

fer the consequences, If he co-

operates with the police, his n- -
tegrity is in tatters, and his

career as a journalist, at least,
in jeopardy; and if he refuses
to co-operate, he stands a good
chance of gomg to jail and

L b
*y

66—
Code of . -
ethics under

attack

22

staymg there until he does co-
operate

In 1994, an enlightened ap-
peal court in Gauteng set aside
a journalist’s conviction of a
year’s Jail, for refusing to com-
ply with a section 205 sub-
poena, on the basis that proper
police investigation would
have rendered the procedure
unnecessary, and that such
comphance would have jeopar-
dised the newspaper’s reputa-
tion of being impartial and ob-
Jective But will that yjudgment
be followed m Cape Town or
Durban, or even in Gauteng it-
self”?

The Pagad affanr has given
rise to a flurry of section 205
subpoenas calling on members
of the media to disclose
sources, hand over film and/or
to give evidence of what they

—

H-ﬂ

—_—

s

journglists

gled out for “treatment” next

- more importantly, their in.
uld be “snuffed out”, »

for the remainder of their jour-
nalistic careers What local
group of persons, eg Pagad,
AWB, UDM etc, would allow
such journalists near a sensi-
tive area of unrest to film
and/or report the events if

., + , they are known to co-operate
, »~ With the police to secure crum-
" inal convictions, and who will

entrust any sensitive informa-
tion to such people?
Journalists must be al-

‘ lowed to pursue their profes-

sions, in a lawful manner, with-
out harassment, m the best
mterests of what the press 15
all about; this 1s what one of
the fundamental rights 1 our
constitution is supposed to
give us - but does 1t? This is-
sue, of vital 1mportance to
freedom of the press and all
media, 18 being argued by
lawyers 1 Cape Town

Use section 15 and other
legislation for legitimate pur-
poses by all means, but don't
abuse 1t by seeling to use re-
luctant journalsts as an ex-
tension of the arm of justice -
it will not work What 1s
needed 18 not possibly
favourable court judgments,
but a further dramatic change
in the law The minister of jus-
tice has been talking about 1t
for some time - now some ac-
tion 1s required
M Peter Reynolds 1s a senior
pariner at Vezbber Wentzel
Bowens, specialising in media
law
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i Ate they the eyes and edrs

n

:

would will-$: ™3
. Ingly glve evidence for i,tha
:.State for this purpose? ° * -

* Firstly they could be sin- °
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THE Human Rights Commussion had i
nalisedt its terms of reference for mves-
tigation into racism In the media, the SA
National Editors’ forum sajd at the
weekend
The commssion will

— Investigate the meda’s handhng of race
and the*possible ncidence of racism m
the mdustry, and whether such racism
constituted a violation of fundamenta) hy-
man tights, and

o'fre?erence for Iﬁedia probe Qz i 9)

L Probe the causes and examine the im-
pacton society of racism n the media

Subnussions to the Investigation have
already heen received from Times Meda,
Print Med;a Association, Nasionale Perg
and idividuals More submissions are
still being sought P

The mvestigation will be conducted by
a panel to be headed Dy commission
chairman Barney Pityana or another com-
mission membery designated by him

It 1s not clear wheq the findings will be
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Neﬁment protectso‘
]oumahsts and urces

Own CHHHEEFIIHI:IENT Sectidn- 205 subp
(" , on journalists as a mea

Cape Town — For years,  sure of last resort, and
JUurnahsts have fought _ then only after exten-
agamst the police MVok: « sive consultation .
ng: Secﬁon 205 of the &' 'The agreement was
. Criminal Procedure?, signed by Justice Minis:
Act to-ry to force’ them*'fﬁ ter Dullah Omar and
to reveal confldentlalu representatwes of Safe-
sources orto hand overi- .ty and Security Minister
information and: othef? 1'L'~‘,3,rdney Mufamadi and
“material, - T =, +National Director of

On: Fr1day, a land-":’ Public Prosecutions
mark memotrandum uf“ #Bulelani Ngcuka, for the
understanding demgnen;y‘ 5~state, and Cape Argus
to protect ]ﬂllI'IlallStSF‘ *‘Edltm' and editors’ fo-,
and cnnﬁdentlal sources; Tum vice; chalrpersun
" of “information. .wag; - Moegsien Williams, on
slgned between the Govg A behalf of the media.
ernment’s law enforcéa? | ' Several Cape Town
ment ministries and,.oné {journalists and news-

behalf of the medla;‘i;he" papers — including the |,

South "African I\Tzags;li::rn.al*”fH ‘Cape Times, CapeArgus
Edltors Forum. = . umand Die Burger - are in

o Theyagreement 1s an {mdlspute with, the staté
. interin meastre to pro- Jover whether material .

vide, prutecxlur};lfor jour- information surround-
nahsts and their sources: mg the August 1996
WhllEﬂpUSSIbIE amend-~ lynching of Hard, Liv;
" ments, to; the act con- ﬁ ings" gang leader Ra—
tinue, to, be explored' ! shaad Staggle;, should

andﬂncludes pg_ovlslons " b handed oven ‘to, the
regardmg the iSsuing of;{ state

]




Deal to protect ;

sources a,‘firsg step” .
Taryn Lambertl (24 i

AN AGREEMENT signed by the SA Natinnal Ed- Al
itors’ Forum (Sanet) and government repre-
sentatives in Cape Town on Friday was de-
scnibed by Sanef as only the first step towards ' '
making 1t possible for journahsts to protect
sources without fear of prosecution

Cape Times editor Ryland Fisher, convenor
of Sanef’s media freedom committee, said the -
agreement was “by no means perfect” but
would serve as a safety net” for journalists
unhl legislation could be amended.

Fisher8aid the next step would be to amend
section 205 of the Crimmal Procedure Act,
which can be used to force journalists to dis-
close confldential sources. This would prob- .
ably be done only next year because of the
backlog of lemislation The third step would be
to amend more than 40 other pieces of Ieg-
islation which affected yournalists. ‘

Friday’s agcreement stipulates that prosecu-
tors or safety and secunty officials seeking to
compel journalists to testify or provide con-
fidential documents will be referred to Bulelani
Ngcuka, the national director of public pros-
ecutions. Ngcuka will give the media an oppor-
tunity to make representations or “imtiate a
process of mediation and negotiation”

The agreement was signed by Justice Min-
ister Dullah Omar, safety and security secre-
tary Azalia Cachalia, Ngcuka and Cape Argus
editor Moegsien Wilhams, the vice-chairman of
Sanet, after six months of discussion. :

Sanef said the agreement should mmsure that
section 205 was invoked only as a last resort.

Fisher said section 205 was frequently used
by police 1n cases not involving journalists, for
{ example to force banks to disclose records -
whmh would assist in tax evasion cases

Journalists have opposed section 205 wig-
orously and many have chosen lmpnsonment
above disclosing sources in court.

Cape Town mecha agencies have refused to
adhere to subpoenas from the magistrate pre- -
siding over the mquest into the death of gang 3.
boss Rashad Staggie. The agencies argue that »
the freedom of the media would be jeopar- 3
dised if they were forced to give their material }
on the incident tothe police. %

Fisher said he hnped the magistrate who %
had subpoenaed the journalists would see the
matter in the “spint of the lrw agreement” and %
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Media freedom queried

after journalist’s arrest
bopleg - ()

The military has defended its decision to lay charges against

SWiSS journalist, despite the fact that the qbcuments he possessed .

g

CLASSIFIED documents remain clas- to the Sea Pomnt police station but ~ arrested was “an old one” which con- %

Tr
e

sified until they have been i the
state archives for more than 20 years
or until the onginator of the doey-
ment decides to declassify 1it, says
defence department spokesman Col
John Rolt,

He said an mternal departmental
inquiry would be set up “within the
next few days” to establish the sta-
tus of the document over which
Swiss journahist Jean-Philhippe Cepp:
was arrested.

Rolt said he could not cominent
on the fact that truth commussion
spokesman Mdu Lembede said the
document was handed to Journalists
at the commission’s chemical and bi.
ological warfare hearmgs last
He could aiso not say why the West-
ern Cape's director of public pros-
ecutions, Frank Kahn, had decided
not to pursue the charges

Cepp1 was released from police
custody late on Monday after spend-
ing the weekend in the Table Bay po-
lice station

He was arrested on Friday and
charged with bemng m Possession of
classified documents which were
found in his hotel room

After his arrest, Cepp1 was taken

was later transferred after Swiss
diplomits raised a furore over the
conditions of his detention,

After his release from custody at
the Cape Town Magistrate’s Court,
Ceppi said he was considermg civil
action against those responsibie for
his arrest, Lo

The charges were withdrawn af-
ter a lengthy discussion between
Kahn, senior public prosecutor Mark
Wakeheld, Ceppr’s advocate Anton
Katz and instructing  attorney
Richard Rosenthal.

Ceppi, who denied that he had vi-
olated any SA law by being in pos-
session of the papers, described his
ordeal as “horrific”

Media observer Raymond Louw,
said the “outrageous” way it which
Ceppi had been arrested was a set-
back in the move towards meda
freedom n SA. :

Louw ‘'said government had
agreed to review legislation affecting
Journalists 1n an agreement signed
with the SA National Editors’ Forum
(Sanef) in Cape Town last month.
Government needed to “move more
quickly” inthis regard

The law under which Cepp1 was

travened the constitution, he said.

Despite Ceppi’s arrest, Sanef and

government’s agreement was “still

= - o
Lo e ) e

making headway”, as the govern-
ment had withdrawn the charges &

“because they knew they were mak- %
ing fools of themselves”, Louw said.
"~ He said government was “para- §

noid about anything to do with state &

security relating to the last regime”,
which “boggles the mind”
Rolt sard he could not say why

, the documents were classified, only

that they were classified.

The Foreign Correspondents As-
sociation of Southern Africa told
Sapa it welcomed Ceppi's release,

“However, we condemn m the
strongest possible terms his original
arrest and jaiing  for the alleged
possession of confidential docy-

ments,” said spokesman Alex Belida, -

“We remamn deeply concerned
about the existence of laws in SA
which permit the authorities to re-
strict the publication or broadeast of
sensitive iInformation as well as laws
which can be used to compel jour-
nalists to reveal their sources ”

These laws remamed a threat to
freedom of the press, Belida said
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Southern

JAMES RADEBE
Zimbabwe may be leading the pack
but the rest are not far behind

RECENT seminar on the
media situation m Zimbab-
we held in Johannesburg
painted a bleak picture for
the press in the region as
overnments fai to uphold
the hurnan nights standards they claim to
abide by
“Angola and Namibia have struck at
the media recently,” says Raymond Louw
of the SA National Editors’ Forum.
“Swaziland has tried to mstitute a dra-
coruan press counci and Botswana 1s also
considering this In South Africa the

" medias also under fire *

The most lighlighted cases have been
the excesses of Mugabe’s government
against the independent media in his
country Two reporters who wrote an
article alleging there had been a failed
military coup were detamned by mehitary
police and tortured.

Two others were arrested for an article
connected with the army’s role in the
cvil war 1n Laurent Kabila’s Congo

The Zimbabwe government has said 1t
will ban foreign ownership of newspa-
pers and National Union of Journalists’
secretary-general Basildon Peta fears the
Wworst 15 vet to come,

“The media 1s under siege,” says Peta
“We have a very serious problem, a gov-
emance-related problem, but the scape-
goat s the independent press.”

Zmbabwe 15 one of very few countnes
in the region to maintain a total state
monopoly of broadcasting while the gov-
ernment has a control of the print media,
wiach 1s unparalleled in Southern Africa,
notes media watch-group Article 19.

Communication by other means 13
also an uphill task for Zimbabweans —
the country has 1,4 telephone lines pet
100 people — one of the lowest teledens;-
ties 1n Southern Africa and the fourth

BN LY S, - s G

worst record of faults m the world after
India, Tajkistan and Nigena.

In Angola, the government recently

clamped down on journalists as the
country became sensitive over a war
fought on two fronts — at home and 1n
the DRC In January, a radio station
calied Ecclesia was reportedly barred, on
three occastons, from broadcasting
reports on fighting between government
and Jonas Savimb1’s Umita rebels and on
interviews with Unuta offierals.
The drrector of another independent
radio station called Morena, Jose Cabral
Fande, was recently detained for two days
following reports on the war

In Lesotho, the director of Public Pros-
écutions wants to charge Cand: Ramamn-
oane, editor of the magazine MoAfrika,
‘which carned a series of articles cnitical of
the court martial of 50 defence force
members charged with mutiny

And n SA, 17 press organisations are
currently batthing the High Court over
the right to protect their sources” The
orgarusations are refusimg to hand over to
police video and photographic evidence
1n the murder of 2 prominent drug traf-
ficker and gang leader Rashaad Staggie m
Cape Town.

Staggie was publicly shot and bumed
by members of vigilante group People
Agamst Gangsterism and Drugs (Pagad)
in an anti-drugs protest n 1996,

A section of the apartheid-era Crimu-
nal Procedure Act can be used to force
journahsts to disclose their sources

Neighbouning Swaziland, riled by the
coverage of the SA press, wants to restnct
SA Journalists covering events 1n the
country, following what Deputy Chaur-
person of the Constitutional Review
Commussion, Promise Msib, dubbed “an
mnsult on the king”

Says Raymond Louw, who also works
for SA’s Freedom of Expression Institute-
“We are concerned about the well-being
of all journalists under threat, Threats to
Jjounalists anywhere are threats to press
freedom ” — Independent Foreign Service
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CAITLIN DAVIES
Botswana journalists push
for changes in law

ED up with the near impossibili-
ty of getting information from
governiment, Botswana's media
workers are pushing for a Free-
dom of Information Act based
on the prermse of “the right to
know” rather than “the need to know”

Two lawyers have drawn up a draft
document for the Media Institute of
Southern Africa (MISA), for presentation
to the government. ]

The difficulty of getting even the most
routine mformation has become so acute
that even government journalists com-
Plain Few civil servants will talk to the
press, fearing retnibution, and inquiries
are usually directed to permanent secre-
taries who are frequently unavailable.

One independent journalist was
recently refused access to court files,
while the same day a government
Teporter was granted full access.

Parastatals can be equally tight with
information and one mining corporation
refused to disclose the name of the man-
aging director.

Most government departments want
PIess mquines 1in wniting and when the
dnswers come, often months later, they
are 50 bnef as to require more questions

When new Vice-President Lieutenant-
General lan Khama took up his post last
Aprl, he committed the government to
improved transparency. He also appomt-
ed press officers for the first time. But
many civil servants are stuck m the past.

Arecent High Court case, which ended
in the jailing of a reporter’s source, has
made the issue of freedom of information
all the more pressing. Attorney Maame
Baffour-Awuah was held in contempt of
court after she provided a reporter with
“her own version of the facts” ona tral.

The articie quoted Baffour-Awuah as
saymg her husband prior to lusdeath had

|3 )ag m.w

abused the accused for 10 years. High
Court Judge justice Isaac Aboagye found
that as an attorney Baffour-Awuah “kmew
that the published facts were mn 1ssue and
that thear publication would be ghly
prejudical to the proceedings”

Aboagye acquitted the reporter on
charges of contempt of court, but sent
Baffour-Awuah to prison for seven days.

Baffour-Awuah was released on bail the
followmng day and is to appeal against the
sentence. But other attorneys may now be
reluctant to talk to the press about on-
going trials, or new forms of defence.

MISA argues that a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act will “improve the quakty of
Botswana’{ democracy” by helping the
med:a to “inform the crtizenry”. The act
should aim at “maxymurm disclosure of
information with as little restriction as
possible. The right to access is premised
on the person’s ‘right to know’ rather
than the ‘need to know'”

There is no law that regulates access to

information held by governmental bod-
1es. MISA wants the act to provide for
cheap, publhic access, and to provide indi-
viduals with information about them-
selves held by government.
The act will cover all bodies exerasing
public power, not only organs of the
state. However, the act will also protect
the legitimate interests of public bodies
by allowing the withholding of mforma-
tion on grounds such as national securz-
ty, defenrce, and law enforcement.

MISA is aware that the act won't work
without enforcement machinery. It also
wants to see the establishment of an
independent review and appeals body.
The first hnurdle wall be to “change the
present culture of secrecy in govern-
ment” MISA wants the act to encourage
active disclosure so that public author-
ties get used to making information
availabie. This wiil help to ensure the act
does not become a confrontational agree-
ment under which “nothing is released
unless someone has specafically asked for
it” --Independent Foreign Service
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] SA’s first woman editor namgQ
ﬁ. Iy 4 5613199

~ MS LAKELAKaunda will become 10 November last year a5 députy ready 1o fast-track | the task of
the first woman editor of a daly editor ofter working as a director 10 making the Evening Post an authon-

newspaper i South Africa when she {he Department of Communicapions  tative aﬁxnﬂu%l?l daily 1 the

assiimes the position ot the Evening 10 Pretonad region { Z :
Post in Port Ehizabeth next month She previously worked for the «The\Post has dready begun 118

The cHairman of the woard of Natal Witness for mine years, where journey towards bemng a leading
Times Media Easteri Cape, Mr she started out as a general news quality newspaper that will be 2
Lawrence Claik, announced her  1eporter and rose through the ranks must read for anyone who wants 10
appowntment yesterday to polifical reporter, political corre- keep up with the changing times We

Kaunda replaces Mr Neville spondent, deputy news editor and  will not disappotnt our readers,” she

Woudberg who will be takmg early assistant editor said Kaunda holds a Bachelor of
retirement after 21 years as editor Kaunda said she was excited  Journalism degree from Rhodes

Kaundasjomed the Evening Post  about her appontipent and was Umversity — Sapa




SAUJ wants TML to disclose empowerment partners-

Wyndham Hartley (243)

CAPE TOWN — The SA Umon of
Journahsts (SAUI) has called for
Times Media Lid 1n the Eastern Cape
to divulge the identity of empower-
ment partners set to take a 30%
share mn East London’s Daily Dis-
patch through Dispatch Media

The Border region of the SAUJ,
through 1ts branch president Grae-
son Haw, said 1t supported a broad-
ening of the ownership base, making
it more representative but “con-
demns the secrecy around moves to
sell a stake in the company to black

empowerment partners”

Haw said that Dispatch Media MD
Basil Haddad confirmed on Friday
that negotiations were advanced for
the sale

The TML board 1s expected to
make a decision on the offers today

He complaned that in wage talks
last November the umon was as-
sured that plans were not at a stage
which the umon needed to be con-
cerned about Haw said given that
negotiations with empowerment
groups had been going on for about
18 months, this assurance was at
very least “disingenuous” He called

BD oa |3
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for the partners’ identities and g’é}
htical affibations to be reveale

Sources said the potential buyers of
the 30% stake were from the Bordep
region and former Transker Appar-
ently none has known high prohle
links to pohtical parties, but somg:
have been linked to orgamsed black
busmness through the Nahonal
African Federated Chamber of Coms,
merce (Nafcoc) , 9l
Haw said staff at the Dispatch hagj,
grown used to discovermng polig
changes from the notice board, re-
inforcing the view that Dispatch Mer,
dia was not ndependent from TML,

=9

FF




Laws needed to
ensure free medi

ﬁ&
A free press in South Afica will be just a mirage If new legisiation 1s not uaacmmmau Em?‘%u jour-
nalists from being intimidated and harassed by political parties, writes Enoch S

thole -

AST week two newspaper edito-

nals chose to take 1ssue with

my call for parliamentary pro-

tectron against interference and
inttmidation of the South African Broad-
casting Corporation’s reporters by polit-
1cal partres

Sadly, the editorials construed the
impresston that I have asked for proiec-
tion a,.unst public cniticism By so doing
the newspapers practised what 1s called
“not allowing the facts to get 1n the way
of a good story”

Last Tuesday I made a call for Parha-
ment to protect the SABC, in particular,
and the media i general, aganst
growing evidence of interference and
intimidation by parties 1 never referred
o protection against criticasin, let alone
public ¢riticism

My call 1s a sequel to several inci-
dents that took place in the last few
weeks before the elections

Two of our reporters 1n KwaZulu-
Natal, Menzi Jele and Themba Ximba,
were mibmidated by people reported to
be Inkatha Freedom Party officials in
northern KwaZulu-Natal

Qur Durban offices received” tele-
zphone calls from people advising that
#Ximba' should not be deployed m
northern KwaZulu-Natal dunng elec-
tionis week because there was allegedly a
plan to kill himn

In Northern Province one of our
reporters was verbally abused by men
reported to be Pan Afncanist Congress
officials

In early May I met with the leader of
the Democrauc Party, Tony Leon, at my
request.

The first thing Leon said to me was
that he was satisfied with the coverage
his party was recetving from the SABC
and the person allocated to cover them.

Ronel van Zyl, was very fair to them

But he then handed me a two-page
letter, which contained a threat of a court
interdict agamst a programme planned
for May 30 unless we invited his party to
take part.

A few days before the abovemen-
aoned programme, I received a tele-
phone call from the United Democratic
Movement's Roelf Meyer, who msisted
that his party should be mwvited to the
television debate or the programme
should be called off

The list goes on and on By no means
can I regard these developments as criti-
cism These are clear cases of intimuda-
tion, coercion and interference m our
editonal decision-making by people
who wield a lot of power, such as polit-
1cal parties

ﬁ These are cases of
coercion by people who
wield a lot of power v

People wall remember that we, the
people of this country, fought hard
aganst the Natonal Party government’s
interference and mantpulation of the
SABC

We fought against interference and
for editonat independence. Everybody 15
happy that we have won My under-
standing of that victory s that it 15 vic-
tory agamst all forms of interference
wherever 1t may come from

I do not think we fought against NP
govemnment interference only to allow
interference by other pohtical parties

Nnow

We cannot allow anyone, especially
pohiucians, to dictate to the public broad-
caster who to mclede i what pro-

gramme No other media would allow

this

There are laws that govern the func-
tioning of the public broadcaster and the
media in general. If anyone feels that we
are not abiding by those laws, there are
clear redress mechamisms Intmydation
and interference are not among them,

My concern 1s that unless the SABC,
and the media i general, 1s protected
against these clear cases of intimudation
and nterference, the dream of a country
with a free media will be lost. .

Pohical parties, for example, have
passed laws to protect themselves
against mbrmdaton from each other,
Senious penalties, such as disquahfica-
tion of candidates, apply to those found
guilty of contravemng these laws

But what bappens if they intumidate a
journahst and prevent him from domg
his job, as happened to Ximba and Jele?

The answer 1s: Nothing! I ns)st that
Parharnent should look into this matter

In fact, the next Parhament wilt be
expected to pass the Open Democracy
Act that has been pending for the last
four years In that law penalties should
be provided for those insttutions that
refuse journahsts and the public access
to information

Also, penalties shouid be built 1n for
those who prevent journalists from doing
their jobs

In fact, the November summt of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government,
to be held in Durban, will be pettioned
by the Commonwealth Press Union
(CPU) 10 adopt 2 resolution calimg for
protection of media freedom 1n the Com-
monwealth

Last month I attended a meeting
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Democratic Party leader Tony Leon at his party’s last election
campaign rally at the Standard Bank Arena, Johannesburg, on May 30.
PIC BONILE BAM

Commonwealth countnes, whether
threats of violence from government-
linked orgamsations, opposition-rebel
forces or sumply aggrieved individuals
and compames”

This being the case, I 1ns1st that some
measures are required o prolect the
gains we have made i regard to media
freedom 1in our country If freedom of the
medta 15 such a noble ideal, what 1s
wrong with protecting 1t?

{The author rs the SABC''s chief exec-
trve of news }

amanged by the CPU m London, 1
which evidence was presented by dele-
gates that the media was under threat not
only from governments, but also from
opposition parttes

A report drafied afier the meeting
also points to institutions and individuals
using legal means, of the kand that the
DP threatened us with, to restrict media
freedom

The report states *“‘Threats 10 jour-
nalism can take both physical and legal *
form  that 1s the simanon m several
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Harare — .Hcﬁ.umbﬁm In many
southern African countries have
made little gains in the area of
media freedom, says a newly
released report by the Media
Institute of Southern Africa.

For the institute, the true test of
media freedom 18 how a society fares
during times of high political ten-
sion and its verdict 1 1ts 1998 State
of the Media survey 1s that most of
these countries simply don’t mea-
sure up.

“Sad to say, even some countries
with greater political stability did
not demonsfrate great depth in

23 |e

nmncmﬂpmpum democr
1mp ortance of u Smmﬁmwmm dia,”
says Guy Berger, head of the %
ment of journalism and media mwﬂn
1es at Rhodes University

One of the most noticeable exams-
ples was Lesotho, wracked by con-
flict last year Rioting during the
height of the political crisis saw the:
destruction of almost all the infra-
structure of the independent press.

Journalists who were critical-of
the South African mihitary interven-
tion reported harassment and mfim-
1dation by soldiers And, all the way
through, increasing pressures were
exerted on staff 1n state-owned

.__..nﬂ.w

.media to stick to partisan repdrting

Press stili on front line in re

laa..

NEEHW was polarised around the

H.mmm_uﬂ trial of former president

Kenneth Kaunda and alleged coup
plotters

“Onmn at least six occasions, jour-
nalists were blocked from covering
the case The whole episcde saw
Zambian journalists also experience
legal E.._zbn_uaum physical violence
and outright detentions and
arrests ”

The regionalisation of the war
the Democratic Republic of Congo
had a knock-on effect on information
flows 11 Zimbabwe and a selective
news blackout was imposed by
Namibia’s government on The

Namibian dailly

gion, says report

Also 1n Namzibaia, there were
restrictive actions after coverage of
secessionist moves in Epm Caprivi
region

Mass strikes and wﬁ_urn dissatis-
faction provoked Zimbabwe’s gov-
ernment to try to push ahead with
the Public Order and Security Biil
This ball remains only to be zazetted
{0 become law It retams old Rhode-
s1an confrols on freedom of speech
and association

In other Southern African Devel-
opment Community countries, the
media environment was generally
squeezed last year

The 1nstitute says there was
significant harassment of media

- 1

workers by ruling United Democrat-
1¢c Front (UDF) supporters and the
military m Malawi

Namibia, Zimbabwe, Swaziland,
Zambia and Malawi all shared the
dubious status of having eroded the
editorial autonomy of journalists
working i mﬁmﬁm.cﬁﬂmm media

Court actions by people 1n gov-
ernment emerged as a common
tactic to suppress critical coverage
11 countries, mcluding Malawi,
Lesotho, Namzibia and Tanzama

Another trend was action agamst
foreign journalists at various levels
of authority South Afirica, Namibaa,
Angola and Swaziland were among

-~

culprits mthisregard ¢
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have one
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Jehenneeburg —South Aj r_1ee S medla entl a]lled
werkers trede Unions are heedmg fora h terle
mement affer a proposal from the Seuth nlen
of Journahists (SAUJ) 1o merge, all medle indus-
try unions, was pesﬁwely recelved b}ﬁ,ether
unions, mc;ludmg the Media Workers’ Aseema
'tion of South Africa (Mwasa), Seutb A rican
Cetermg end Allied Workers' Union end Seuth
African General and Allied Werkers um?n
“«] am excited and enthused by the prospect
" Obviously, there have to be negotiations over the
various aspects of the respective constitutions,”
said Garalt MacLiam, the president of the
SAUJ
He said he was looking forward to a planned
formal merger meeting between himseif, the
general secretary, of the SAUJ and their coun-
| terparts from Mwese - R
| “Naturally, when the prepesels have been
| discussed m depth, we will be taking 1t te our
membership? Nlaclaam saxd 0 v P
The pomt of departure for the merger was
that fact that unmions organising workers in the
media industry had experienced similar
problems “Smce our, problems and prmc;1p1ee

are simildr, thete 18 hittle'pomt m our net bempg

‘a smgle entity” MacLiam said |
Brian Gerbenstein, an Andrew Levy & ‘
, Assgciates labour consultant, said, the merger
weuld mcrease the media untons’ everall effec-
tweneee beeeueeﬁhey would be apprgaching
empleyel:s frem “a unified pes1t10n apt} In S0
demg thelr apgreeeh end engagement wHuld be
eencenp;ated S

& -
R ‘x

“Begeuee ef the eemhmed tilerrlent'le,,I ;we are
,Bomg, to see greater un1ferm1ty n repgect [ef !
mdustnal relations preetlce n thls mqlestryg
TGerbenstem said ., 4. "

Thembe Hlatshwaye the, generel secretary
of M‘Ivase, said it would be. “mueh more, 1deal”
, 10 heve;ene huge medle nmenI , -

“We could be a much more powerful pres-
sure greup 1f we could corme tugether d form
ene huge medla union,” £l *tehwe},re ee?g *15

'He seld the 1eeue we vie be one of the main
1tems, qn the agenda of \r’[w..xsa s national, coun-

cil eenferenee scheduled fer July 9 and July ] 10

hj"i-; tr1+ s,
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Democracy cha]lenge to

JACOB ZUMA

The deputy president Jacob Zuma’s
address to the anmal general meeting of
the South African National Editors’
Forum,

T IS Indeed an hottour to address
imu on this auspicious pecaslon A
ttle less than a decade ago | would
not have been afforded the oppor
funity to address a gathering of the
captains of the South African media

Ten years ago South Africans lived
under repressive tonditions where we
could not speak our minds without
fear of reprisats and where the media
was handcuffed, blindfolded and
gagged But ke the sea gently lashing
agalnst our shores, the tide of freedom
could not be stopped by the forces of
repression The people spoke through
their lberation movements and broke
through the massive walls of
apattheld.

Where did the media stand in this
process? Some sections of the medla
unashamedly suppoerted the system of
apartheid Some secttons stood on the
walls observing both sides Yet other
sectlons of the media spoke out and
were punished This occasion then s
an important moment in our history
whete we ¢an sit back, reflect and
begin to chart a way forward The key
question is where does the media stand
today and where will it stand tomor-
row?

To answer thls questlon we must
undetstand what we have achieved in
the short five yeats of our young
democracy In this decade we peaceful
ly negotiated a constituttonal settle-
ment, we ushered in a representatlve
democracy and we facilitated a process
of drafting a new democratic constitu-
tlon We have also successfully held
two peaceful elections

1 will use as my point of departure
our Constitution, which I belleve
establishes very sound princlples of
democracy and the protection of
human freedom that we have fought
for over the decades The very process
of drafting the Constitution wasa
democratic one since it allowed the
vlews of our citlzenry and organised
formations to shape their own future
The precess and the product that we
see in our Constitution 1s, in fact, wide
ly regarded as one of the most
advanced Constitutions tn the world.

Our Constitution laid the basis for
the establishment of democratic insti
tutions and the foundation for the
“deepening of our democracy”

The Constitution has made provi-
slon for the establishment of state
institutions that serve to safeguard and
strengthen democracy These are The
Public Protector, The Human Rights
Commisslon, The Commission for the
Promotion and Protection ot the
Rights of Cultural, Religlous and Lin-
guistic Communitles, The Commis-
slon for Gender Equality, The Auditor-
General and the Electoral Commis
S10Tk

While the process of establishing
these bodles is stitl ynder way, those
institutions already In existence ensure
that no individual or political party
can undermine our democracy

Our Consttution also, through the
Bill of Rights, guarantees the freedom
of speech, freedom of expression, free-
dom of association and freedom of the
press Since the institution of the Con-
stifution we have become a more open
society The press has been very critical
and supportive of our new democracy

e e -
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Government too has heen at the
recelving end of much criticlsm from
the medla, The media 4s well has been
on the recelving end of criticism from
the government As government we
appreciate this interaction since we
believe that 1s a central pillarto a
healthy, democratic and transparent
saclety Crltlcal debate is essential fot
us to develop a strong cultuse of demo-
cratle values and Informed decision
making

However, there Is a fine line
between constructlve criticism and
sensational reporting Sensational
reporting can rmislead and run against
the very grain of owr demecracy Such
reporting attempts to cast doubt about
what we have achieved and polatises
our society around historical divislons
Such reporting is also chasacterlsed by
poor investlgative fjournalism where
some of the facts of the issue at hand
are not ascertalned and few of the facts
are presenited as truth

The key challenge for the media 15
to take responsibllity about what they
put in the public eye and how this is
presented The media needs to be sen
sitive to the rights of citlzens and pub-
lic Agures and should not cast unsub-
stantlated claims We belleve that the
media has 2 leading responsibility to
ensure the deepening of our democra-

by being constructive, developmen-
tal, educational, transformative and
genetally positive about our future

Let us take a look at the last elec
tion One of the most apathetic sectors
was the particlpatlon of our youth
They clearly represent our future
Unless they are actively involved in
shaping our collective future and exer-
clsing their rights as our young clti-
zens, ie through voting for the party of
thelr choice, our demacracy §s in dan
gerof losing lis way The media need to
develop a special focus on these young
men and women who will be the cus-
todians of and will build on, our
democracy

Another critical sector that needs to
be touched by the media are women
Wornen are mothers of our children,
they are the farmers on the land, the
generators of income and the back-
bone of our naticn Yet they are mar-
ginalised int the mainstream economy,
they are verbally and violently abused
in thelr homes and on the streets Spe-
cial care and attentlon needs to be
directed to women Women need to be
empowered and made aware of their
rights and the ways In which they can

the media
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RESPONSIBILITY Deputy President Jacob Zuma addressed the media about

thewr role In South Afnca’s transformation

They become assoclated with par-
ticular parties and therefore open
themselves to become questionable
protectors of the public interest There
is & fine line between the narrow party
political positions and protecting the
public interest The key challenge for
the media today, is whether they
advance our political and democratic
development or the Interests of a polit

Ical party — irrespective of which party
ltis

The key priority for our new gov
ernment over the next flve years is eco
nomic development We have to put
in place may macro-econontle policies
together with a range of support mech
anisms which alm to restructure, grow,
make us more competitive, efficlent

claim these rights The and integrate our econo
media has a critical role Wh my Into the global mar-
to play In conscientising het This is ntot a painless
and egucaﬂng our moth ﬂc; tghOVEl':;ﬂEﬂi process Thousands of
ers and our slsters workers have lost thelr
IFI?J democracy serves hnn emedia jobs This job loss is the
to liberate the people, to [ outcome of our own
set free thelr minds to the cve Ih common restructuring processes
possibilities that the is the and our greater integra-
future holds for them in bl tlon with the global
shaping their own des- i economy The recent
tinies puBiic nterest global financlal volatlli

Another key issue for

the media is whether they should be
taking party political stances In the
recent elections it appeared that cer-
tain sections of the medla expressed
thelr support for particular political
partles and over certaln electoral cam-
paign issues We as government can-
not prescribe the posittons that the
media takes on particular issues What
we can say Is that this is an issue the
media themselves must tesolve The
danger, however, of the media taking
party political positlons {s that they
become a playet in party politics

ty and Irresponsible sale
of gold by some Northern Natlons
have profoundly affected many livell
hoods In South Africa
Our economic future is tied with
the global economy where factors of
pruduction like capltal, technology,
skills are highly mobile across the
world Our priority s to attract forelgn
capltal, increase our trade links and
attract skilled people in order to invest,
develop and create Jobs The media has
a critical role to play In this process
South Africa must be seen internation
ally as an attractive destination for

FILE PICTURE

investment and a key hub of develop-
ment In South Aftlca

We are now In the era of the
African Renaissance South Africa wiil
play an important role in facilitating
and shaping the destiny and image of
the African continent The medla must
becorne more sensltive to African fnter-
pretatlons of history and visions for
the future The many cultures of our
continent must be brought tn the fore
In the international mindsets as
opposed to only promoting Western
concepts and interpretations of African
society

The African Renaissance will shape
our future identity as a continent and a
a country and re-establish our rightful
place in the world of international
relatlons

The call for an African Renaissance
is a call to all our Intelligentsia, our
WOTKELs, our peasants, our women, our
bustness persons, our men, our chil-
dren and youth

We are Inviting the media to take
up this challenge of deepening of
democracy on our continent, to voice
their concerns, to articulate, to reflect
{0 suggest, to ensure the success of this
project The media must give 2 voice to
the ordinary people

What government and the media
have in common is the public interest
This 1s what binds us together 1hope
the future will mean that we can also
co-operate and form strong paitner-
s11ips, a new morality, a new patrio-
tismn, a new bond and take forward the
spirit of our Constitution

This is the challenge for all of us as
we grapple and reflect on the Issues at
hand Qur prosperous future Is certain,
together, with your co operation and
suppotrt we can move forward with
confidence
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In a Statement 1ssped

h\ meeting i Durban, Sanef sard while relatops between

Sanef said 1t would also support the Freedom of Expln'es‘-
Storbinstitute in 1ts efforts fo lobby for provisiong protecting
4ccess to mformation and us efforts to Speed up the enact.

ment of the Open Democracy Byjj.
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‘Editors call on“Govt
protect ]ournahsts@

By Waghied Mishach with the freedom of expression clanses mn the Consti-

fution
Poliucal Correspondent i Sanef also expressed its “alarm” at attempts by the
SOUTH Africa’s newspaper and electromic media O\pohce to prevent police personnel from speaking to
editors have called on the Government to speed up (N\the press It decrred the fact that those police who do
legislation to protect journalists from crimimal prose-\_ so could be redeployed Thss nstruction would shut
cution if they refuse to reveal their, sources down communication between the pohice and the

At a briefing to the Cﬂmmncatmn Porifolio I'Ilelﬂ which 1s essential in a democracy This meant
Committee m Parliament yesterday, the Suuth that the communication with the medta would be con-
African National Ecutors* Forum (Sanet) made a pas- Q\tm]led by senior officers and would be a “reversion to
sionate'plea to the Government to amend the legisla- \ old-style authoritarian pracice This would have the
tion to conform with the natronal' Constitution undesirable affect of censoning mformation”

The briefing was made by editors of two Cape The Commumcations Commuttee was also told
Town-based newspapers, Moegsien Williams from « that Sanef would “mobilise” the media to address the
The Argus and the Cape Times” Ryland Fisher, who -Ai1ds cnisis to help n the fight to protect women
also doubles as Sanef’s deputy chairman and con- ~and children from thus disease
venor of 1ts media freedom commuttee, Thousands of women are raped each year con-

Fisher sad that Sanef was satisfied with the agree- \} tributing to the shocking HIV-Aids figures To illus-
ment reached with Government on the nghts of jour-"Q trate their argnment they told the commuttee that
nalists to protect their sources almost 17 000 women are killed and raped m South

However, 1t had resolved at ats. annual general Adrica each year, 7 000 more than the total number of
meeting n Dufban last weekend to ask‘“the Govern-  people killed in the Kosbvo conflict
ment to speed up the amendment of the controversial anef had resolved to help in “breaking the sﬂence
Section 205 of the Crominal Procedure Act, and to  which has sanctioned the ‘slaughter and abuse of
amend or scrap all other legislation that conflicted  women”, Fisher said “w K
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spectedin the townships Today they are held in lower
esteem than second-hand car dealers

Academic Mbulelo Mzamane has described the
1950s as the golden years of black journalism, citing
writers such as Bloke Madisane, Lews Nkosi, Es'kia
Mphahlele and Can Themba,

Nowadays n the townships journalists in general
black and white are referred to as abomgobhozi —
gossipHmongers

Wiy 153 tivie suwn a contrast in views between
those “golden years” and today s black journalisym?

Today marks the 22nd anniversary of the banming
of black organisations such as the World newspaper
group, the Medupe creative writing group, the Com-
mittee of 10 and the Black Peoples’ Conventian

Journalist, wnter and publisher Mothob: M-
loatse, who was 2 member of the World newspaper
staff is critical of today's commemorations He would
like to see black people take contro] of the media and
stop harping on the past

“Lack of control, ownership and management of
the media are the main problems facing black people,”
he says “There is no use in having control and no
management ”

He says if the portrayal of biacks in newspapers
and on tetevision is wron 8, it is because blacks are ngt
in highdevel management positions Blacks, he says,
are not being groomed to take important positions in
newspapers

“Black journalism is a lonely place to grow grace. .

fully " he says He makes an example of veteran jour-
nalist Doc Bikatsha, and asks “Why isn't Doc sought

after by black newspapers? Tell me who has more &

sight into biack fournalism than Doc? And if Doc was
lving in a country like the US, hewould be a professor
of black journalism "

Mutloatse says there 15 no pomnt i continuing to

“hammer the enemy” for black misery

Black-owned media houses need to work together
with other black-owned firms “Alone they cannot
make it More players are needed to boost the efforts
of others in the media. We need to imate groups such
as Kagiso, Real Africaand Sekunfalo to work together »

writing books and informing the public

“Where is a book on Codesa or on tha trosh ~nee
mission written by a black journalist? We have had
many from white journalists and visiting writers byt
none fromovur own *

This question was also brought up by veteran jour-
nalist and writer Es’kia Mphahlele, who is now retired
and lving in Northern Province.

Mphahlele says today's iournalists are more con-
cemed with getting “the story™ and not looking more
deeplvattheissues

porting lacks substance, lacks that content thag makes
articles memorable "

He saysin the 1960s writers were matire and thejr
writing was full of substance becayse theyread a great
deai,

tensively ontheinformation scandal.
Dui ab is nor fost m plack journalism, says

Mutioatse says blacks in general, pParticularly those
in journalism, should use this anniversary to come
together and chart a way forward.

Other people interviewed, who would not go on
record, said it was not proper to be critical of biack
iournalists without looking at other profes-
sions “Whereis the astute teacher that taught vou and
I?" satd one professional “Today we have kwaito m-
sic, kwaito teactiers, journalists and soon.”
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Tuesday Qctober 19 1993 SOWETAN

By Themba Molefe

RL 1y media truly free

in post-aparthead  South

Alnca’Or are they <l

under siege And 1 our
society being wformed as fully as it
should be?

These are some of the quesiions
that come to the fore loday the 22nd
anmiversary of October 19 1977

That was the day when then justice
nmuster Itmmy  Kruger  banned
Sonetan s predicessors  The World
and Weekemd World, along with 17
other hlack polincal orpanmations

Among those organisyions were
the Union of Black Journalists and the
Chrstien Insnituie ind 1is publicanson
FPro Ve riinite

Although not jncluded inthe statute
buohs Outobor 19 remaans o day com
mumor ted  pationwide by mudia
winisdy md vspocnilly black Journal
b owhe Kt the tull mught of
Ipihond s scenrmy s

Blwh Wodnesday oy 1 was
poiganily reforred to by Sowesan
P ditor an Cheef Asgrey Klassie come
16 munthy deer the 1976 Soweto siu-
dont uprising

Bk Wadnoewday dso came only
b wodks after the mvrder of B wk
Comscanisioss loader Steve Biko by
soadeity  policemen B leaves
cold  Kruaar sad mogesponse (o
ke «ufe uih

o dotending the dlosure ot Fir
Weorld il Weekeonf Wendd an wnon
whtdhy shockod e world  Rioeer
charged That dlicse nuwspapors wen

sty of muting the Mack commu
Ry sagainst i st

Bruper a8 dead 1odiy and so s
apirthad and the myvnad apartherd
ropinie Fews that sofld tree expression
and silerued not only pournalists b
lso anyone who dared to speak out
Jgainst the skt s fpression

The <ditor of both Fhe World and
We e hend Wordd the late Perey Qobosa
and Klaaste s assistant at the ume,
were among the hirst to b detained and
putin sahtary conlincine nt for months
Muny others had banming orders
slupped on them

October 19 1977 15 observed in var-
wus ways by diffrent meda group-
ings and acbivisis But thewr common
purpose 15 to preserve and advance
frecdom of the mediy

With the advent of democracy in
1994 the focos of October 19 com-
memaoralivns has chunged The role of
blach journalists 1n the transformation
process, for instance, has increasingly
come under the microscope

“In their desire toensure that transfor-
mation works, black journalsts inadver-
tetitly censor thesmselves,” aald one

“They wanlt to be seen as patriotic
and are wary of trampling on the new
government's togs ™

ri bow ud
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Another debare that ftas dominated
many South Afncan forums on
freedom of expression and freedom of
the medw since 1994 reached a
crescendo last year

Then deputy president Thabo
Mbehi argocd that transformaton of
the media should entasl «t becoming
South African, it should not only be
defined as such by the Iocatton of their
offices and listing on the Johannesburg
Stoch Exchange

Mbeki argued that media transfor-
mation also ncluded nccuuntub:hly
This view was subsequently suppo

by Robort Nkuna, doputy uhulrmun of
the Freedom of Expresslon Institute

In a pewspaper article he supported
Mbeky “This debate has been dom:-
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nuted by the media whle it should be
by the public Unforiunately, the focus
of the media 1n this debate has been to
unconvincingly defend themselves m
Ihe face of what they percerve to be a
Government attack

“Withoul c¢lear programmes 1o
addrass the situation, the media cannot
be trusted to lead the way forward and
the Government should intervene ™

Another force that black journal-
1sty, and the media in general, have 10
teckon with 1s big business — the pn-
mary concern of many owners of pub
lications 15 to moke money at the
expensa of contont A mijor cancorn I
that, ns & result, journallsis inadves-
tenitly succemb to being “his master's
voice 1t advancing the commercial
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1nterests of his or her employer

[t 15 agatnst this background that
the* theme of the 10ih anmiversary of
Sowetan’s Media Freedom Day sem
inar in Johonnesburg 1oday 18 “The
media under sigge”

Speakers wall nclude journalisis
and media commentators from around
Southemm Africa One of the guests of
honour ts the cutspoken Trevor Ncube,
edator of the Zunbubu ¢ Independent

At Tasi year’s semunar he called on
local journalists to be vigilant agains]_
being blindly loyal to the government
of the day

Ho sald, ““Those who consldor thele
brief as simply that of irumpeung the
suceess of the Government wiil soon
tall by the wayside as credibulity suf-
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fers and marker forces take control
And the same 1s trug for those who see
nothung but evil in everything the Gov-
ernment does,

The other guest speakers are Jorge
Emesto Silva, coordinator of Angola’s
Audio Visual Production Centre, and
Zubcide Jaffer, group parhamentary
ediior of Independent Newspapers

Abba Omar deputy chief executive
officer of the Government Communi
cation and [nformation System, will
speak for the Government

The theme of the Forum of Block
Joumoplhists® semunar, which will also
be hold In Johnnnesburg oday, s
“Press freedom in the new millen
nium” Deputy President Jacob Zuma
is expected to address the meenng
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RG: “Never agaii s1d;

machmery De used to SUppress freedom Of expression

and other aspirations of the people ” Sg said Deputy
president Jacob Zuma at a press freedom celebration

of the Forum of Black Journalists Jast night
throngs of journalists and med1a

ma said the growiig openness of

the information technology revolution
chatlenges to the media i

the new millennium He said the way 1l which the
media used the spacc provided by democracy and the
information revolution, would determine its future.

rPyrstly, we must be clear about the ympact of the

]OHANNESBU

change the pOWel relationships
mfluence eCoONONNIES,

and corpotate destimnes
et access to informa-

# As nore and more'people §
k ourselves’ What will coarse

through those communicatons arteries, what con-,
hat

{
tent will run through, those GPiiG fibres, ARC WhE,

agerida will D¢ purstied?
7uma said a related question was the yardstick
ased to determine newsworthmness' BY way of exam-
ple he quoted 2 story told by President Thabo Mbeks
'l “Tt 15 not iy duty 1o,

yeport whes you build 4 dam, but 1L1ST0Y responsibil-

1ty to report when you

1o said the Government woul ;
ered broader society by profid-

agenda which empow
n This would mclude the pro-
development, involving

cOMmMUNitIes facilitating trade, pro-
moting self-determination and human.nghis.
n chairperson Barney

Human Rights COomInissio
pditor Lakela Kaunda also
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*S LOCAL journalists celebrated the
gains made 1n their hard-won battle for

media freedom at a gathering 1n Johan-
nesburg this week, our counterparts in

neighbouring countries reminded us of the
repression they still had to overcome

On Tuesday, the 22nd anniversary of the ban-
ning of The World, Weekend World and other
media organisations was commemorated at an
annual semunar and banquet hosted in by
Sowetan

This year the theme was “Media under siege
1in Southern Africa” and the audience listened
with a sense of dejd vu as colleagues from
Angola and Zimbabwe described the pressures
they come under almost daily from their gov-
ernments

While South African speakers at the sermnar
discussed 1ssues like ownership of the media,
especially that of mewspapers, the need for a
greater diversity, both in the control and range of
voices reflected 1n the media, the subtler forms
of pressures journalists now face and the diffi-
culties of reporting 1n a post-apartheid environ-
ment where 1ssues are no longer clear-cut, the
Angolans and Zimbabwean reminded us of just
how dangerous 1t could be for them to merely go

to work
In both countries, like 1n most of the conti-
nent, most of the media 1s owned and controlied

by government or people close to government

Thus, independent and crnitical voices are
rare since they simply cannot compete against a
usually monolithic state media

In Zimbabwe, the case of journalists Ray
Choto and Mark Chavunduka, who were
detained and tortured after a controversial report
alleging the threat of a coup plot against pres:-
dent Robert Mugabe, has been widely pubii-
cised

Less known are the legal provisions that
cniminahises journalists without giving them a
chance to properly substantiate allegations

Zimbabwe Independent editor Trevor Neube
said a “small but vibrant” independent media
had succeeded 1n exposing the corruption of the
political elite

They also reflected the growing dissension
with the Mugabe government and Ncube said
that reforms such as the rewnting of the consti-
tution and land reform programmes, which the
independent media had called for, now vindi-
cated therr stance

However, since “Mugabe hates anyone who
challenges his 20-year authority” and is angry
that his government 1s increasingly being called
to answer allegations of corruption and to
account for 1ts spending, especially on the war 1n
the Democratic Republic of Congo, he has
imvoked *“old, colomai-era” media laws to curb
the press”, says Ncube

under sie
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While South Africa celebrateg media freedom this
week, other African journalists reminded us that their

struggle was not yet over, writes Sharon Chetty

waﬂ

Angolan journalist Josefa Lamberga at the

Media Freedom Day seminar hosted by

Sowetan in Johannesburg on Tuesday.
PHOTO LEN KUMALO

But the media was determuned to remain
independent of both government and opposition
parties, no matter what pressure 1t came under
“We have a fight on our hands, we lose 1t at our
own peril,” says Ncube

In Angola, where the airwaves are zealously
guarded by the state, a blackout on news of the
civil war was decreed via the state broadcaster

The mndependent media continued reporting
on the conflict, earmng them the wrath of the
MPLA government and accusations of “facili-
tating the efforts of the enemy”, “inciting
treason” and being “unpatriotic”

"In a war situation, you can imagine what a
threat 1t 15 to be accused by the government of
bemng disloyal,” said Jorge Silva, of the Media
Institute of Southern Africa branch 1n Luanda

Fifteen journahsts have been killed or *“dis-
appeared’” and more than 50 arrested since 1992,
when the civil war officially ended and elections
were held

11079 2

However, since the poll results were not
accepted by the rebel Unita movement, the attni-
tion continued and the war re-started last year

He and Josefa Lamberga, a Voice of America
correspondent, chronicled a systematic and
rapid “dechine 1n respect” for the media, espe-
cially since the war resumed

While they say that there was a brief respite
during the ceasefire after the 1992 poll, journal-
1sts were nevertheless harassed, detained and
tortured for wrifing about government corrup-
tion, the abuse of state funds and mvestigating
officials” links with smugglers

The murky deals of sanctions-busting dia-
mond and oil tradmg with Umita continues
despite efforts by the United Nations to enforce
an embargo agamnst the rebel movement

Often merely quoting Unita leader Jonas
Savimbi or any of 1ts officials 15 enough reason
for the government to clamp down on the media

the Catholic Church’s Radio Ecclesia and the
privately owned Radio Morena were forced off
the air and journalists were arrested and charged
for doing so

Lamberga says she 1s part of the generation
that has only lived under conflict, which has, in
effect, lasted 39 years When 1 was born, the
Angolan armed struggle against Portuguese
colomalism had already began

As a teenager I was blessed with Angolan
independence but simultaneously condemned to
a civil war,” she said

Recounting the numerous dead colleagues,
cvery one of whom was kilied “mystertously”,
Lamberga said 1t was both “sad and impossible”
to speak of democracy or press freedom 1n her
country

She was physically attacked by an army cor-
poral earlier this year in retaliation for a report
on the renewed conscription of youth

The government pledged not to enlist any
more young men into the army But when the
fighting with Unita started again, even theology
students, who should have been excluded, were
drafted

Lamberga did a story on the fact that “only
poor and black youths” were betng conscripted,
for which she was pursued and attacked by three
soldiers

Silva captured the fears when he said “In
Angola, when someone tells you to shut up or
he’ll kill you, you better shut up

“Because 1t does not matter, who you dare

journalist or,not, you should listen ™
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TOMORROW the South African Hu-
man Rights Commission (SAHRC(C)
will release the much-awaited -
terim report into racism 1n the
South African media.

The report.is expected to deal
with wide ranging issues around
overt racism in the printed and
electronic' media, as well as what
the HRC calls “subliminal racism?”.

It 1s widely expected the report
will take-issue with the Afrikaans
language newspapers in particular,

ORI s

—

given their ﬁ.m&ﬁaﬂﬁ support for
apartheid in the past,

However, even the English lan-
guage newspapers are not likely to
escape serious censure.

A number’ of mdependent com-
munity radio stations could also
find themselves 1 the firing line

But of greater interdst to most
South African media observers 1s
whether the commission wall make
any strong recommendations
against media. mstitutions which
have been found to engage m racist
practices. )

There 18 a school of thought that
1 its intermm report thé cOmmis-
sion may be restrained and wi 11 re-
serve this for its final report.

It 1s expected the report,will give

i

both the electronic and print media
msight mmto how they fared after
having been under the probing eye
of reseachers employed by the com-
11118S1010.

tabled at the HRC offices m Johan-
nesburg Since the commencement
of the inquiry the HRC has held dis-
cussions with Nasionale Pers, the
Freedom of Expression Institute
(FXI), the South African National
Editors’ Forum (SANEF) and repre-
sentatives of the Sunday Times,
Business Day and the Mail &
Guardian

The probe, into racism in the
South African media started after
the'Association of Black Account-

ants of South Aftica (ABASA) and .
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the Black Lawyers’ Association

A{(BLA) launched a scathing attack

The mﬂ&w.mﬂmﬁmm report will be

on two weekly newspapers.
¢ They alleged the newspapers
were biased against the black com-
munity in their reports °

The HRC was finally drawn 1n to
probe the allegations that racism
Mmmm rife in the South African me-

ia
The HRC said interested parties,
stakeholders who wished to com-
ment and those who had been ad-
versely affected by the contents of
the report, would be given an op-
porfunity to respond. .

All responses will have to reach

“the commission withm 30 days of

1

the release of the report
B See Page 16 « |
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Editors must answer to
commission — Pityana

Nomavenda Mathiane

NEWSPAPER editors and other people
mentioned in a SA Human Rights Com-
mission report on its probe of racismin
the media would have to appear before
the commission, charman Bamey
Pityana said yesterday
Releasing an interim report on the
imnvestigation, Pityana sald {f those no-
tified failled to attend the commission
would use its constitutional powers to
subpoenathem
He also stressed that the commis-
sion was not acourt but was seekingto
analyse what was written in the news-
papers concerned
All the newspapers mentioned in the
report had been provided with a copy
of the document and had been in-
furmed of the commssion’'s intenuon
to probe the allegations The respon-
dents were given 30 days to respond
A recently elected SA Broadcasting
Corporation board member Ruth Teer-
Tomaselll, was mentioned in a submis-
sion as engaging in discriminatory prac-
tices at the centre for media studies at
the University of Natal
Newspapers that recewved letters in-
forming them of being “implicated” in
perpetuating racial stereotypes includ-
ed The Star, Beeld, Business Day, Rap-
port, Die Burger and Cape Times
Business Day editor Jim Jones said if
the press was truly racist, then the mat-
ter needed to be addressed But he
said “Diversity of thought and expres-
slon is central to democracy, and this is
recognised in our constitution ®
The Star's editor, Peter Sullivan,
safd racism existed everyvwhere and he
suggested that the comimssion should
do a better job than it had In comptling
the report The commission should
come out with clear guidelines and
frameworks that would help soclety to
eradicate racism

oD 23 w;n_m
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retorla News aching deputy editor
Rich Mkhondo said “We are disap-
pownted that what might have been a
valuable exercise leading to the ad-
vancement of media coverage in SA has
turned out to be itself a stereotyped
and knee-jerk response which revealed
nothing new and lached professional-
Ismordepth ™

Sunday World editor Fred Khumalo
admitted there were pockets of racism
in the media and that such i1ssues
should be understood within the con-
text of transformation He commended
the commission on the report, saymg it
had started the ball rolling Journalists
needed to nterrogate themselves
about ractsm in the media.

Pityana said the investigations anal-
ysed what had been written and report-
oL 1 LOe Nleurd afild tnat s gad beon
very clear that since 1994 racism was
ontheincrease

Inthe past, racism had been clouded
by apartheid, and now that it was
stripped of its apartheld apparel it had
breen exposed for what it was

Major mainstream newspapers, tele-
vision and radio stations were scruti-
nised for six weeks in the search for
signs of racism

Researcher Claudia Braude con-
ducted the textuat and analytical re-
search and the Medla Monitoring Pro-
ject group did the monitoring of media
content and various pegple and organ-
isations made submissions

Pllyana said the hearings would also
come up with recomimendations on
how to eradicate racism in SA.

Thie hearings were not confined only
to those mentioned in the intenm re-
port “Any other interested parties”
could respond by making submissions
hesald

Racism rules media. Page 4
Comment: Fage 15

! THE investigation into the media by the

3A Human Rights Commussion has re-
vealed the extent to which racial stereo-
types occurred in the SA media.

The report which was released yes-
terday, has been greeted by some as a
valuable databank that could open up
debate in the media and sensitise jour-
nalists n their reporting Others have
warned that it could be used as a witch-
hunt against the “white” meda.

In its conclusion, the report satd it
wis meant to to act as a constructive
critique of the media rather than pose a
threat to its ndependence

The investigation, which came about
after complaints against two maip-
stréam newspapers were brought be-
fore the commission by a number of
black organisations has opened up a
can of worms

The terms of reference for the in-
quiry were “to investigate the handling
of race and possible incidence of racism
in the media, and whether such racism
as may be manifested in these products,
constitutes a violation of human rights
as set outin the constitution™

The inquiry was also to establish the

underlying causes of racism in the me-
dia, examine 1ts effect on society and
make findings and recommendations

All the media organisations were
monutored for a six-week peniod from
July to August

More than 1430 items were monik
tored, the data collated, and the overall
results were analysed

Submissions made by the Black
Lawyers Association and Black Acconn-

tants of SA were that the media was
largely in white hands and, accordingly,
white males controlled the opinfon on
all current issues — whether political,
social, economical or educational

The Mail & Guardian was criticised
for the manner in which # dealt with
cormuption (suggesting those accused
were guilty even before any due process
ofthe law took place)

Report has been hailed as a valuabie database — and as a threat, wri

Perceplions
B Pharks ara eoimintig

Seven out of 14 news categories
monitored were found by the SAHRC media
inquiry to be supporting racist stereotyping
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It was also accused of under-
reporting corruption among whites and
in the private sector

The weekly newspaper was said to
unfairly target black professionals, civil
servants and role models in axposing

alleged corruption in the public, pri-

C
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Graphic: KUBEN DAVID mEﬂ.Jﬁn
vate, nongovernmental organisatfons
and educational sectors

Edward Bird of the Media Monitor-
Ing Profect said they found "consecrva-
tive, racial attitudes™ [n the letters

pages of newspapers
The media was also seen as perpet-

uating racial stereotypes by making cer-
tain references even if these excluded
the mention of race, It spoke of “farm-
ers” as white people and black farmers
as rural people who owned [and

It also attributed crime to a partic-
ular race and referred to fllegat immi
grants as blacks

Topes discussed by the report
ranged from crime, sport, human rights
violations, media, racism, international
politics, economics and business, cor-
rupton and identity

items dealing with race issues tend-
ed to feature in crime stories, while
items specifically dealing with racism as
the subject, also received extensive
coverage. Crime as a subject featured
themost.

Issues of racism and racial stereo-
typing also featured quite high In sto-
ries about international politics — most
often these were items located in Africa.

Economics and business stories
tended to focus on issues of affirmative
action and black empoweriment.

Stereotype monitoring revealed be-
liefs that blacks were criminals, were ir-
rational, that people act according to
their ethnic {dentity, that black lives are
unimportant, all whites are racist, black
foreigners threaten SA society and
blacks were incompetent.

in monitoring the privacy and digni-
ty of blacks, the investigation showed
that the practice of not respecting black
people’s dignity was still prevaient.

Black people’s deaths were deper-
sonalised by some media. Reporting on
events where black people had died
teniled to focus on the numbers of peo-
pleklled ratherthan individuat deaths

In monitoring privacy,black people’s
privacy, particularly common at funer-
als and during times of grief, was fre-
quently invaded

“There was atendency, especially on
telewision (both the national broadcast-
er and e.tv) to film black familes in thear
momnents of grief and mourning ®

——r
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Mbhazima Shilowa, when the charges Eﬂm
techmcal and related to an organisation o
which he was a trustee, sent out the message
blacks were corrupt and unfit to govern
These impitcations were Eﬁmm_mmn E,.Munnﬁ
ual references to the “collapse” and “decay
of SA s infrastructure after the 1994 elechion
But the report’s crechbility was EEEnm
mused yesterday when the Star pointed ..,E.
that a photograph Braude cites as an mquzm..__u
ple of these references to degradation
shot in Uganda, not Johannesburg, ele
The Star edstor Peter Sullivan said
difficult to be polite about such obvious
nonsense We welcomed tius inquiry It M: a
great pity the Immmwﬁnmﬁn an opportu-
e
:.Emmhwwahw:mm commissioner jody Kol-
lapen said the report was not intended to

o

antagonise the media. “Our general finding |

16 racism does exast in the media. What we

want 15 an honest public nmamﬁ and uaﬂﬁu
blya voluntary code of conduct.
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JUDITH S0AL

THE media and the SA Human
Rights Commission are back on
course to collide after the comms-
sion released a report accusing the
media of racism, prejudice and hos-
tility towards blach pcople yesterday
HRC chairperson Barney Pityana
said the human rights watchdog was
considening using its powers to order
the medza to answer to the charges at

4 public heanng

A copy of the report was given to

the namey newspapers and broac-

Casters, including the Cape Times,
which has been asked to respond
within 30 days

“We encourage them to
respond,” Pityana said “Depending
ort the gravity (of alleged racism) we
will use powers of subpoena to have
them come tous #

But, like new SABC board mein-
ber Thami Mazwar’s recent sugges-
ton that natlon-building be placed
above press freedom, the report pro-
duced strong responses from editors
around the country

Orne subnussion accuses the Cape

t PITYANA: ‘RESPOND OR FACE SUBPOENAS’

SA media ace

i

Times of fabricating a letter to the
editor which contains “thinly veiled
insults to Africans”, an accusation
dismissed as “ludicrous” yesterday by
Cape Times editor Ryland Fisher

“Idon't believeitisa healthy situ-
ation for a statutory body to have the
power to subpoena the media,” said
Fisher “I have not had ttme to study
the report in detal, but It {5 ludizous
1o suggest that the Cape Times would
fabrcate a letter to the editor

UWC professor Kwest Prah com-
plained to the rommission about a
letter published in the newspaper

(g3 ) ¢t »L
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from a *fictitious” Ghanatan profes-
sor that is prejudiced against
Africans Prah claimed the Iewspa-
per had been nnnE‘me in fabricat-
mg” the letter

“We have a particutarly vibrant
letters page,” said Fisher, “and some of
the letters we run do make me feel
uncomfortable, but that 1s not a good
enough reason not to publish them.
The letterin question is one of those.”

The report is the result of a year-
long inquiry into the media after
complaints by the Black Laviyers’
Association and the Association of

11949

of racism

Black Accountants of South Africa
against two weekly newspapers for
stereotyped portrayals of black people.

One of these papers, the Mail &
Guardian, hhened the complaints
and the subsequent tnquiry to the
“encroachment of censorship®, say-
g they were a “thinly disguised
assault.on freedom of expression®.

in language that perhaps explains
the gap between the commission
and the media, the report's authos,
researcher Claudia Braude, replied.
“Tiie defensive and sirloent response
of the media industry to critical

HRC report on media under fire

STAFF REPORTER ﬁmr.w.u
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Several meda orsamsations and  * Soyth __pm._nmmm.ﬁmwm Association of

the editors of varipys newspapers

SpoXesperson Themba

Hlatshwayo racisin in the media
Wﬂgmmnmw nw_m Humman Rights Was ‘subtle’  but the report did not
h EEM Mumm _W_HEAE HEH.M Wu geteven close tg the real problems.
:sﬂmamﬁﬁ o gwﬁm&PH EEnEE mﬁm a Cape Argus editor Moegsien

0w that the HRC haq wasted a pood
EQEEEEZEEE B3~ “ mﬁum
terday while the Investigation E.ﬂ_m MMM%MTEQ o produce “some
Wmﬁ offered the media an opportum “The report _mamﬂrnnnﬂﬁmnnn
¥ to examine itseif, the research tradictions and insome casag i
gguﬂﬂﬁn&mmﬂﬁm failed to :

downright suly The commission has
an opportunity to put tiungs right

scrutiny is unfortunate. That racism
exists should be an cbvious starting
point (The media) should want to
undetstand how it perpetuates racst
cuiture; the unconscous, unintend-
ed mechanisms that operate.”

Braude lists article after article
where, she claims, journalists fall foul
of the “systematic intemalisation of
white supremist assumptions durmg
the apartheid years”

For example, she suggests the
prominent reports of an arrest war-
rantissued for Gauteng Premder -
COTumto Paga 3
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HRC subpoenc

THE SA Human Rights Commisston
could order media orgamsations
alleged to have broadcast or published
racist information to appear before a
hearing, SAHRC chanman Dr Barney
Pityana warned in Johannesburg yes-
terday

Most of the mainstream media
came under fire m an mtenm report of
a SAHRC-sanctioned probe mto
racism 1n the mecda, which was
released yesterday

A copy of the report was given to
the newspapers and broadcasters
named in the report and they were
given 30 days to respond, Pityana told
a news conference

“We encourage them to respond
Depending on the gravity (of alleged
racism) we will use powers of sub-
poena to have them come to us,” he
said

“The media 1s not above the Consti-
tution and laws The 1ssiue we are pri-
manly concerned with 1s racism We
want to rid the country of discrimina-
tion E_..,_ En role the media m_mwm in this

u....ﬂ..a. ™
a_ﬂ. - S s

process " ¥ T <>
The jnquiry by the SAHRC was 1n1-

tiated last November

This was after the Black Lawyers
Association and the Association of
Black Accountants of SA had earlier
requested an mvestigation in terms of
the Human Raghts Commuission Act

They claimed two newspapers had
allegedly violated the fundamental
nights of black people

Various representatives from the
_news industry were consulted aboutthe
inquiry and an independent copsultant
was appointed

The SAHRC mandated the Media
Momtoring Project (MMP) to analyse
language, 1dioms and mmages portrayed
by the media

Pityana said the MMP’s findings
revealed “sufficient information that
there 1s racism 1n the media™

He said racism in the media had
become more explicit smce 1994
because 1t was no longer &mmﬁmﬁm by
apartheid

While, a free, independent & mum plu-
ralistic media was one of the corner-
stones of a democracy, the media also

-“played a negative role when 1t fostered

racism or discomination

The ﬁ mzﬁmwmm a selection of
items from newspapers, radio stations
and television over a six-week period,
from July 12 to August 20 this year
More than 1 430 1tems were monitored

The MMP found that there was a
tendency for racism and racial stereo-
types to occur as “bad news™ stories

Crnme was the most reported 1tem
and race tended to feature in various
formats

Of 14 categories momtored, 1t was
found that seven supported stereotypes
These mncluded

® Blacks are cruiminals,

@® Blacks are wrrational,

@® People act according to their
ethnic identity,

@ Black hives are ummportant,

@ All whites are racist,

® Black foreigners threaten South
African society, and,

® Blacks are incompetent and inca-
pable

The MMP also found that the dig-
mty of black people was not always
respected 1n news stones

There was also a tendency, espe-
cially on television, to film black famu-

Qﬂ.mmﬂ *
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hes ; momenis of gnef and movrmng
at funerals In contrast, 1t was rare for
the media to film the funeral services of
white people

The use of graphic 1mages of vio-
lence and dead bodies was more
common in cases that involved black
people

Reports on coloured people were
characterised by gangsterism, rape and
violent crime

The report also touched on reverse
racism, saying that there were cases
where whites were seen as been the
victims of blacks who want revenge

Examples given imclude a news-
paper article which suggested that
former Agricultural and Land Affaus

Mimnister Derek Hanekom’s contract '

was not renewed as “he had fallen out
of (President Thabo) Mbeki’s favour
because he 1s white”

Laura Pollecutt of the Freedom of |
Expression Institute cautiously wel-

SAHRC’s mterim report  ©

comed the detaled nature of nﬁ-

The SAHRC hopes to make 1ts final
findings available by the mun of January
next year —Sapda



Authors of report on media racism, fa

IT DID not take iong forthe press
to attack the findings of the SA
Human Rights Commission’s re-
port on racism in the media, but
those responsible for its con-
tents are standing firm. -

Researcher Claudia mumnnﬁ
who helped compile tHe report,
has faced a barrage of criticism.

Some people feckthat she has
been condemned for the act of
raising a mirror for the media te
take a long, hatd look at Iltself
Others ask whether the mediais
shooting the messenger for
bringing bad news

Because Braude has never
worked in a news room, say oth-
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Some say journalists have not read report, others that commission did not release it properly, writes Nomavenda Mathiane

ers, she is unqualified to inves-
tigate the media. Also, they
charge, she is unaware that re-
porters sometimes have only
two hours to research and write
astory

Speaking reluctantly in a tele-
phone interview from her home,
Braude said. *1 stand by every-
thing I satd 1invite working jour-
nalists to take up the issue and
rid the country of racism ™

Braude, who has a masters
degree in comparative literature
from the University of the Wit-

C

watersrand, has been analysing
the media since leaving univer-
sity in the early 1930s -

She did research on the me-
dia for the truth commission and
is known to have been critical of
the commission for not exposing
apartheid sples in theindustry

She is not Iazed by the latest
criticism that has been levelled
at her following the publication
of the human rights commus-
sion's report

“I said up front that this was
the start of a process,” she said

Dismissing the accusation
that she has never worked as a
journalist, Braude said the com-
mission’s mandate was not to
look at what goes into newspa-
pers, but to analyse the product
that goes out to the public.

“There are clear gaps, bhut the
media must look at my qualita-
tive analysis, against the quan-
titative analysis done by the Me-
dia Monitoring Project group,
and thencriticise us,” she said

Edward Banks of the Media
Montoring Project, a group that

monitored the media as part of
the commission's investigation,
said it would be sad if the whole
process was rendered worthless
because of petty squabbles

The monitoring project be-
gan in 1953, analysing political
coverage by the SA Broadcasting
Corporation for potential politi-
cal biasin broadcasts

There were 20 academics
who worked on the commis-
slon’s investigations. Of these,
13 were monitors —- six black
and seven white, There were al-

C

C

so two black and two white part-
time researchers, and three per-
manent researchers — William
Bird, his brother Edward and
Phumla Mthala.

Edward Bird said it was un-
fortunate that the media had re-
sponded to the report without
reading [t first.

The media, he said, was being
afforded an opportunity to look
at the real issues facing soclety
that are reflected in its coverage.

“Themedia needs to ask [tself
the question what is its role in
transforming society?

“How can it advocate better
reporting and challenge the no-
tion of racial discrimination and
stereotypes, because they ex-
ist,” Bird remarked

He sald when his organisa-
tion embarked on the project it
did not want to point fingers but
toraisethe level of debate,

Amedia analystwho asked to
remain anonymous criticised
the commission for the way in
which it disseminated the re-
port. “The commission simply
came out and said ‘catch’. They
are now surprised at Enu. reac-

“ tion they are getting *

He suggested the commis-
sion should have held work-
shops and worked out how to
present the report, explain its
findings at length and how the
findings were made.

Institute for the Advance-
ment of Journalism director
Hugh Lewinagreedthat the com-

(242D ebagqliigy

f criticism, defend findings

Mission s hhdings sfolla Got — —

have been sprung on everyone.

He said that from his experi-
ences at the truth commission’s
media hearings, it was clear that
there was much unrealised
anger that had not been ad-
dressed, This anger needed to
be understood, analysed and re-
solved. This would take a long
Hme.

“People need to look at what
the report says. To dismiss the

, report flippantly would be a

grave mistake,” Lewin said

Human rights commissioner
Pansy Tlakula said she was hap-
py with Braunde’s findings
Braude was a credible re-
searcher who had applied for
the job and was hired on the
strength that she understood
what the commission wanted to
accomplish,
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